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My CouNTRYMEN AND FrLLOWCITIZENS.

IT is with much diffidence I now pre-
fent myfelf before you to take {o confpicuous a part
in the celebration of this day. Prevailed upon by
your moft urgent importunity, in oppofition to my
own inclination, I have fubinitted myfelf to a fer-
vice, in which general fatisfaétion is lLard to be ob.
tained. The many embarrafing circumiftances un-
der which I am placed, the fhortnefs of the time
with which I have been indulged, interrupted as it
has been by a variety of avocations, wiil, I hope
lead you to moderate your expectations on this oc-
cafion. Knowing that I am now addrefling an Af-
fembly, more inclined by their generofity to extenu.
ate error, than to magnify imperfe&ion, I do the
more cheerfully appreach the theme, which this day
direfls our meditations. Confiding in your benev.
olence, 1 commit myfelf to your cendor.

i

M:u#N is a being of wonderful capacity and
powers. Improved by reafon, informed by philofo-
phy, and enlightened by the rays of Divine truth, he
makes a near approximation to the fiate of Angels.
©On the other hand, {unken in ignorance, bowed
down with ovppreflion, and bewildered in fuperfti-
tion, he fcarccly emerges from a level with the bru-
tal creation.  SoMvaftly extended is the fcale of in-
teile& on which the human mind flu@uates, that by
a2 curfoury obfervation of the genius, manners, and
cuftoms of different nations, or even of the members
of the fame community, one might almoft be im-
pofed upon to believe, that the fpecies of men were
exceedingly various & muluplied. We are,however,
bettei infltrulted by realon ; weare better inltructed



. S s —— .

¢ ™™ Ax ORATION.

by philofephy. Every diligent inquiry into this fub-
jet, 103ether"with the obletvation of paft ages,-does
but thé more confirm in our minds the belief of this
divine truth, that the wife Author of our exiftence
has made * of one blood” all nations of the earth, All,
therefore, are mambers of the tame family, heirs to
the fame inhentance, have a night to the fame immu-
nities, and arc equally entitled to all the privileges
and prerogatives of man.

Sucs 1s the charaller of that being, at whofe crea-
tion, the morning Stars fang pr:ufes. Angels left
their bngntabodes that they might contemplate {o
fair a tranfcript of the divine Image.

BuT thisdelineation of the human chara&ler,
altho fo far corrcét, is ftill inperfect. Asyet we have
furveyed only the fair fide ot the piCure. An awful
deformity lics deeply conceated wichin,  There is a
defeftion in human nature, a ‘ root of bitternefs,” of
auftere qualities, which no care can eradicate, and
whofe growth no diligence can f{upprefs. Hatred
and malevolence, violence and injuftice, are its fruits,
From the mifchievous effc€ts of thefe defiruftive
paffions, a man, in a ftate of nature, has no other fe-
curity than the prowefs of his own mind and the
vigor of his owa conflitution ; but feeble barners
againft the machinations cf evil men.

Hence was dilplayed, at an early period, the
neceflity of governnent, an infticution of the utmoft
wifdom, without whichno fociety can fubfifl, and
which, rightly underftood and properly admimfier—
ed, becotnes produflive of the greatelt bleflings to
the human race. Each individual, coufirained by a
feafe of his own infecunty, yxelds up a certain
portion of his natural freedom.” The aggregate of
power thus furrendered couftitutes the authority of
the law,

SucH is the inflitution of every free government.
The funda mc.nml pt: umple which 1t recognizes, is,
that ‘ no citizen {b.ll be governed by any Taw s, but
“ancle, to wajch bLe, eiaer in perfon or by his Icps
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¢refentative, has given his confent.” This principle,

my Countrymen, 1s the grand bafis of political tree-"
dom ; 1t is this which chiraéterizes a fice govern-
ment ; and it was in fupport of this, the palladium

of civil liberty, that thefe United States, Colomes of

Gyreat Britain, altho in the habilments of youth and

incumbered with the fwaddling.clothes of infancy,

did, neverthelefs, bid defiance to the gigantic growth

of the Britith power, entered upon a ftate of ¢ untried

¢ being,” and nobly -hazarded their property and

their hives in defence of thofe rights, which, by the

God of nature,are difpenfed with an eqnal haad 1o the

whole human race. :

Let us my Countrymen,on this au‘picious day,
let us take a curlory view of tholc events, by which
thefe United States have been condulled, from the
fmalieft beginpings, thro a long and arduous conteft,
to a rank among the nations of the earth, and event- -
ually, to a degree of profperity and: happincels, uns’
equaled, info thort a pertod, by any nativa in the
annals of time. S

NorwitusTANDING the equal rights of all men
—notwithitanding no ope man or body of men cin
bave any abfolute property or unbouaded power in
and over another—notwithflanding government was
inftituted to promote the weltare of mankind, and
that all legitimate authority exeicifed by one man or
bodv of men over others, muft be exercifed i vir-
tue of their free . confent—nctwithflanding all thefe
things, ‘yet fuch-is che prevalence of ambition, fuch
¢ the luft of domination, that man has, time imme-
‘ morial, invaded the righis of man, alumed preroga-
¢ tives in defiance of the luws of na:ure and arrogated
‘a fovereignty over his fellow-men.  Hence was
¢ laid, at an early period, the foundation of all thofe
¢ revolutions,which during the projrefs of humanity,
¢ have fo deranged the featuves of the focial and the
¢ political world.’ '

Tue eaftern continent has been the theatre on
which the greateft oppretiions of the human race
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have been exhibited. Itisthere the human miad-
has fuffered its utmoft degradation. Perfecuted and
opprefled in their native country, our Forefathers,
inhabitants of the Ifland of Great Britain, quit the
land of their nativity, that they might fock-on thefe
fhores, a peaceful abode for civil and religious liberty,
At the hazard of their property, at the expenfe of
their blood, without the leaft charge to their parent
country, by unceafing labours and an unconquerabie .
fpirit, they effeCted fettlements in the diftant and
then ynhofpitable wilds of America. At their ap-
proach the wildernefs was glad and the defert did re-
joice and bloffom as the rofe. One and a balf cen-
turies of years rolled away, in which time, the wealth
and population of this country had increafed toa
degree,which excited the wonder and the admiration
of the world. Governments had heen formed under
charters from the crown, by which alfo was enjoyed
the mopopoly of our trade as the price of our
proteftion. .

Britainat this time held an eminent rank among
the nations of the earth. Incumbered, however,with
the oppreflive glory of a fucceflsful war, which bad
exhaufied the refources of the nation, and prefled
down with the enormous weight of accumulated
debts ; at the fame time, looking upon the inhabitants
of thele States as flaves, who owed their exiltence to
ber prefzrvation and care, an adventurous miniftry,
catching at every expedient to fupport the ponderous
burden of the national dignity, now began to form
the unjuft and tyrannical plan of taxing this country
without its confent. :

Various afts were accordingly pafled by the
Parliament of Great Britain, odious, unjuft, and high-
ly. oppreflive to the Americans.  The governments
in fome of the States were new moddied ; Judges and
Sheniffs were made dependent on the King and re-
movable at his pleafure; the trial by jury in many
civil cafes was abolifhed ; murderers of colonifts were
exempted from legal tnal ; a flanding army was em-
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PI?“‘ to carry into effe@ the execution of the laws,
and the authority of the commander in chief render-
ed fupreme in all the civil governments in America!

Here 1 will paufe, my Countrymen,and to you
X will appeal, to you my Fathers, who were the im-
mediate a&ors in thofe times, which ‘tried men’s
Yfouls,’to you I will appeal for what were thre feelings
of that day. Slighted, {purned,and rejetted by a pa-
rent ; nay more, trampled uponand fcurged. The
very nation which thould have been the firt to have
defended you, Britain, a people boafting freedom,
was the firft to enflave you !

Stroyo in their affe@ions towards the pareat
ftate, and conftant in their allegiance, the inhabitants
of this countty faw with regret and awful difmay the
miferies, which were preparing for themr and their
pofterity. They reafoned, they empoftulated, they
petitioned, they remonftrated. Tyrants are deaf to
reafon, unmoved at fufferings, reientlefs, inexorable,
Groaning under the weight of oppreffion, invaded in
their liberties, and bowed down in {applications be-
fore the throne, the language of Britain te thefe de-
voted Colonijes was, Peace, be ftill !

Quick as an ele&@ric fhock,the {pirit of oppofition
at once pervaded our land ; not excited, however, by
a reftlefs levity of temper, unjuft impulfes of ambi.
tion, or by artful fuggeftions of feditious perfons. No,
but it was the noble fpirit of freemen, which {purns
the fervile chain, it was a facred regard for liberty,
an abhorrence of degradation, a deteftation of tyrants,
an attachment to the rights of man,—it was the aw-
ful Genius CorLumaia which fRood forth, : ~recfiftabie
‘as a flood and unthaken as the cverlafting hills.

Britain, intent on her purpofes of enflaving
thefe Colonies, and ftung with refentment at every
attempt to refift the chain ; Britain, whofe name car-
.ried terror into remoteft countries, whofe ambition
knew no limits, whofe power, no control; Britain,
determined to give a different fan&ion to her laws,
paured out the full vials of herindignation, ¢ let flip
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¢ the dogs of war,”and drenched the land in blood.

' Now death afcends his dreary car ; promifcuous
fight, wide fprcading havoc, and devaftaiion wild,
follow 1 his train. Behold houfes defert. 1, whole
villages lefc defolate.. :See Iplendid domes and hal.
Jowed fanes, the pride of art and the works of years,
wrapt in devouring fires. -

¢ See age and ficknefs
¢ Creeping from the flames—fee babes in torture die,
¢ And mothers fwoon in agouies of woe.’

Unszaken.undi{mayed,collefted within herfelf,
our country ftood. ¢ Let them be Sovere:gn States, faid
*a voice from Heaven ; Let them: be Sovereign States,
* reechoed the colonial Congrefs.” Nature felt a pang
and an eMriIrE came to birth.

V/onNDER and admiration came upon all the
natious of Europe. The eyes of the Univerfe were
fixed upon the fcene, while the itripling America,
. with little mqre than a fling and ftone, engaged the
gigautic growth of the Britifh power, that Goliah of
ftrength and Hercales of the world.

TueN were acnievements won, which valour
itlelf is proud to own. Ther patriots bled, whofe

names, in the pages of hiftory, fhall ftand, fair as
the Sun, clear as the Moon, and, to all tyrants, ter-
rible as an army with banners. Then Wathington
rofe ; Wafhington, whom all generous hearts will ac-
knowledge, whom all noble minds will admire ;
WasHINGTON, and good God! paralize the tongue
and wither the hand of the wretch, who fhall traduce
his memory, who fhall belie, vilify, and fl.nder fo
much excellence, fuch exalted worth. Then Wasu-
1ncToN afcended to glory; WASHINGTON,whole
¢ head was a fenate and whoiearm, a holt.” Thou-
fands of reanimated freemen flew to the ftandards of
their country.  France elpouled the eaule of op-
_prefled humanity, and our noble veterans led on by
the great, the good, and the immortal WAS ING-
TON, under the aufpicies of the God ‘of Heaven,
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who has his way in -the thunder and in the ftorm,
after cight years arduous conteft, the cighth aad laft,
confirmed our Independence and Leaven-born peace
again defcended on our lad. L
. THus termioated a war "gia_ccfu.l to Brit.in,
butinfiaitely glorious to America,

. 'Tuis. my Fellowcitizens, is the anniverfury of

that eveantful day, which declared the Independence
of Unitep Corumzia. This is the day, which made
a decifive ftand agaicit tyranny. Thi- day the man-
icies of flavery were brokeu—tie bu -sarks of delpo-
tifm were leveled to the yround.,  This day was a
Narion born ! . _
- Taen hal theday ! ve war-worn VeTzrang, ye,
who undaunted have flood in the dread hcur of
battie, ye patriots, ye affertors and bold defenders of
the righes of man. This day tafle the joys, which your
toils have won.  Receive the homage of your pof-
terity. Generations yet unborn fhail nfe up and call
you blefled.

. Hairvthe day ! ye Martial Bands, Columbia’s
pride and bvaft. Let the fame fentiments infpire
vour hearts, which wmoved in the breafls of your fa-
thers.  This day throw wide the portals of lib-
erty, throng her facred temple, peiform your vows
at her alter, snd {wear eternal fidelity to the l:vs
of nature and the rights of maa.

Haiw the day ! ye Daughters of Columbia ; give

3

it brilliancy by your charms, gladdea it with your
{miles.

‘Let, pomp, thows, games, {ports, guns, bells,
¢ bonfires, and illumioations, from one end of tha
“ continent to the other {olemnize the day,” The A-
merican Jubilee is come. Muay yor bright keminary,
flowly advancing thro the high coacave of keaven,
diffulc his miidelt influence a2nd hight all nature into
[miles, while every heart breaks foreh in fongs of 1oy,

¢ Let this au{picious day be ever faered,
¢ No mourning, no misfurtunes happen on it ;
¢ Let it be murked for triumph and rejoicing,
¢ This happy day,’
in which were proclaimed, glad tilings on carth acd
good will towzrds men.
B
















































