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FUNERAL SERMON.

MY BRETHREN,

SO general an appearance of afflition was nevet
depied here before.  To ftand in thisimmenfe concourfe
of fellow citizens, where every face is marked with for-
row, almoft unmans the {peaker. Verify there is a great
mourning herc to-day, like the mourning of Ifrael when
Moskes died, and to improve the occafion iet us turn to

EXODUS Xi. 3.

~Moreover the man Mosgs was very great in the

land of Egypt, in the fight of Pharoah’s fervants,
and in the fight of the pecple.

IT muft be a folemn feafon, when a great peo-
ple lament before the Lorp, the death of thofe,
whom his infinite goodnefs hath made the in-
ftruments of their greateft benefits. On fuch
occafions the mind muft be impreffed with tne
{overcignty ot Gobp, and frailty of man in his
Dell earthly eflate; and a tender and refpeiful
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" remembrance of deceafed virtues will cpen all
~ hearts to a mutual condolence. All bleffings
are from Gop, who upholds the civil ftate, girds
the civil and military rulers of men, and keeps
his church in peace and quietnefs, thro the in-
fluence of his fervants who fear his name.

The Lorp hath fet his king upon his holy hill
of Zion, whois the CReEaATOR, REDEEMER, and
Jubce of men. He is Gop forever on the
throne in heaven, and thro the earth, and to
fulfil his counfels he works thro inftruments pre-
~ pared by himfelf, and made worthy of alting in
" his name, and bearing the marks of a divine
commifion. There have been but few men in
the world eminently great, and thofe have, in
general, been on the fide of virtue. There
have been many tyrants and deftroyers, for it
requires only fmall talents to work ruin; but to
- build up, to blefs, to humanize fociety, to de-
fend the opprefled, to vindicate human liberty,
and at the fame time reftrain licentioufnefs, is an
arduous tafk ; where none but good men will
be inclined to expofe themfelves, and which
none but great men. are able to accomplifh.

That we may on this occafion, honor the fu-
preme Sovereign of the world, and duly efti-
mate the public lofs fuftained, let us,

1. Contemplate the providence of Gop in
raifing up great and eminent men, and qualify-

ez
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ing them for the good which they are appointed
to do to mankind.

In the formation of fuch perfons, there maft
be a union of rare and great natural talents,
with an eminent love of moral virtue. When-
ever Gop hath a great work to do in the world,
he forms infiruments fitted for the truft o be
repofed in them, who are poffefled of talents,
guided by bis providential care, and infpired
with a fpirit of underftanding from himfelf,
whereby they are enabled, whatever difficulties
and oppofition may occur, to do the thihgs
determined for them.

We know that thofe, who defpife a fupreme
providence, are prone to refer every remarkable
thing, either to a certain blind neceflity of na-
ture which they cannot defcribe, or to the effects
of accidental but uncommon genius ; indeed
like other foolifh men who think themfelves to
be wife, they have recourfe to any means which
will ‘hide the being, the holy perfetions, and
the providence of Gon. Herein infidels fhow
- themfelves to be at an equal remove from piety,
wifdom and truth ; and that they are as far from
difcerning in wlhat the true greatnefs of a creature
confifts, as they are from being good and pious.

The rife of eminent and good men is one of
the highelt difplays of a fupreme Providence,
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for they always appear at periods, when there is
a work prepared for them to do, for the honor
of Gobp and the good of the world, and at no
otlier times ; fo that we may confider their for-
mation and introduétion to the {cenes of action,
their good lives and their great altions, eviden-
tial of a suprEme Bring, of the ftability of
his counfels and the irrefiftible energy of his
rFovernment. |

Divine wif{dom, in the provifion of means and
inftruments, always hath regard to the magni-
tude of the work that is to be done by them in
the world, under the direction of his providence.
To accomplifh a great work in the earth he mak-
eth his own inftruments great, either thro un-
common natural endowments, aflifted by a fe-
ries of propitious providences ; or by a fuper-
natural aid evidencing their commn.iffion and the
prefence of Gop with them in difcharging fome
important truft, or in both of thofe ways at the
fame time. Moskes, the Father, Lawgiver, and
Conunander of Ifrael was great, in the fight of
Ifrael his people, and in the fight of Pharaoch
and his {ervants their enemies, both by uncom-
mon natural endowments and by fupernatural
aid. The Fatuer of his Country, for whofe
~ deceale we mourn before the Lorp this day, was

 made great in the fight of his people, and of
all their enemieg, by his eminent natural endow-
ments, which Gop was pleafed to aid by a fes
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ries of propitious providences, for the falvation
and good government of his country,

When we fee remarkable inftruments of prov-
idence coming into action, it indicates an intei-
efting period in that fcheme of divine counfel,
which will be forever unfolding ; and when fuch
inftruments of biefling to mankind are with-
drawn by the power which raifed them up, it be-
comes caufe for public mourning and fear ;
caufe for mourning, for every good man will re-
gret the departure of virtue from the earth;
caufe of fear, for we aretold that the rizhteous
are taken from the evil to come, and that while
they live, Gop will fpare an ungrateful people
from judgments, for their fakes.

‘When a Moses, a Cyrus, and a W ASHING-
TON were brought on the ftage of altion, it was
to effect changes in the ftate of mankind, favor-.
able to religion and civil rights, which could not
have been done, in the manner that divine coun.
fel chole to execute, under the aulpices of com-
mon characters, nor even of great men, as great-
nefs is ufually eftimated in this imperfe&t world.
Thele actors i the fcenes of the world, were
fpecially raifed up, and guided by an infinite
Gop, to atchieve things which will ever make
them celebrated in the hiftory of mankind and
of the church.

B
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Much honor is due to them as inftruments of
Almighty goodnefs. 1.ct their virtues—their love
and friendfhip to human nature—their jufticc—
their firmnefs in holding the {word of the Lor n—-
and their political eminence as rulers and lawgiv-
ers; let thefe be admired and remain perpetual ex-
amples to fuch as wifh to be on Gob’s fide ; but
let the glory of fafhioning them {rom the womb,
of girding them to lead his armies, of infpiring
them to give laws to nations or creating new
commonwealths, and ot enabling them to die
great as they had lived ; let the glory of thele
things be given to Gob.

It can be no glory to a man, either living or
departed, to fay that the great things he hath
done for his country, either by his {word or
fceptre, were done without a divine aid ; for all
confiderate perfons would know it to be a falfe
culogy. Even infidels, in the midit of their
vain prctenfions, know there is a divine provi-
dence ; and in the profane words they utter on
this fubject, they fpeak the wifhes of their hearts.
and not the dittates of their confciences and of
their better underftandings.  Such men are like
attors inafarce, faying that which they know to
be untrue, and it is a falfe complaifance to fup-
pole they may be honclt; for it is very cvident
they dare not truft their own honefty, when dan.-
ger and death approach them,
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The higheft honor which we can give to mer-
tals, 15 to fay, that the infinite Author of life,
power and wifdom, made them greater and more
virtuous than other men, infpircd them with
talents above their brethren, and filled them with
a rare underftanding, to do things for the glory
of Gobp and the good of mankind, which were
not permitted to others.—Many have made a
confpicuous figure tor a fhort {ealon and within
national limits, who were neither great nor good ;
but death is written on the glory of fuch, by the
pen of future hiftorians, nor is it their privilege
to live in the affetions of mankind, or to be
held up as examples for forming the morals of
the world. Their praife refted in adventitious
circumftances found in the corruption of courts,
and an era of falfe opinions, and was never
fpoken by plain and good men, who were not
poifoned by fenfuality and the expetations of un-
principled ambition ; but the meritsof great and
good men, are feen by perfons of every defcrip-
tion. The peafant defcries them as foon as the
man of letters.-——They are more admired by the
virtucus yeomanry of a country, than by the
gay circle who bow and flatter to make them-
{elves noticed.

Such inftruments of Gop’s goodnels to men,
have a divine impreflion on their character, feen
by all virtuous people—all look to them as
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being, under Gon, fathers, defendcrs in war,
and rulers in peace. Such was Mosts to the
Hebrews, and fuch was WasHiNGTON tous, 1
any expeét me this day to draw his charafler
with precifion, let me beg fuch to recollet that
they are expeling an impoflibility, and that itis
as much beyond me to do this as it is to be fuch
man as he was.  All will allow, that he was

ol

?

formed by the providence of Gop, to walk in a
path where other men cannot guide their {teps,
and to be an eminent agent in the formation of
a new empire, which is to be confpicuous in the
future hiftory of mankind ; but what it is tc be
{fuch an inftrument of the infinite Ruler, what
divine energies meet in originally forming and
providentially guiding, and how thofe energies
were confcioufly felt and cxerted by the recipi-
ent, certainly is not for me o tell aud for but
few of mankind to conccive.

Moses was formed to refcue the ancient and
eaftern Ifrael from bondage, and after they were
refcued to form their civil, military and reli-
gious flate, and be an inftrument of delivering
the moral law to mankind in a new manner;
and he was, in every refpect, perfeCed for the
oft:ce to which heaven defigncd him.

WastiNcTOoN was formed to refcue from bhon.
dege the modern and weftern Ifrael of the Lorp,
and after they were faved from foreign enemies
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by his fword, to fave them, u fccond time, from
deftru¢tion by themfelves 5 from the miferies
of anarchy ; and to bring them into a ftate
of government, whereby they might be pre-
ferved from devouring one another, and be-
ing devoured by the whole earth.  "Chele were
great objets in. the divine government, and
worthy of that difplay of iiis fufliciency, which
was made in the provifion of inflruments. The
glory of turnifhing proteftors muft belong to
Gop, and it the people who have been faved
are pious, they will praife him for the means
of executing his moft gracious counfel. The
formation of great charadters, for the good
of mankind, is really an exhibition of Gob’s
providential efficiency, and is obferved by the
pious as a difplay of himfelf, thro the initrumen-
tality of means made for his own glory. Their
progrefs and their works thro life are the unfold-
ing of his gractous counfels, and their exit from
time isto be marked asa tcmporary withdrawment
of the remarkableenergies of divine providence,in
favor of thofe who have been his care.  For this
reafon, the whole congregation of lfrael mourn.-
cd thirty days when Moses died ; and for the
fame realon the Amerizen lrael mourn when
WasHincToN dies,

We are not to think, that the Lorp can give
counfel and preferve, only by thofe who have
been great inftruments of faivation ; nor are we
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to diftruft a future divine care; or to {uppofe
that he will not raife up inftruments according to
~the day and exigencies in which they have to
act; but ftill the withdrawment of fo great a
benefattor, under exifling circumftances, is to
be devoutly and penitentially noticed as a divine
frown ; efpecially when we confider the evidence
that he was remarkably formed to be the father
and deliverer of his country. None who have
confidered the American revolution with its fub-
fequent events and the ftate of our country, can
deny this ; nor can they doubt the evidence of a
moft wonderful interpofition of heaven, in the
formation and continuance of one fo fitted to fup-
ply our great national wants.

2. There are two kinds of evidence by which
great and good men are clearly commiflioned
from on high, to at a conlpicuous part, under
Gop, in his government of the world. The
firft is, fupernatural works which evidence them
to be immediate organs of divine power and
truth fpeaking to men. The fecond, is uncom-
mon natural talents and moral integrity, accom-
E‘panied with fit opportunities for their exertion.
In the cafe of Mosts, both thefe evidences were
united to anfwer particular purpofes in the divine
government of the world, at that period of time.

His natural abilities and moral attainments
were great, and continued to the end of his life ;
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for when he died an old man, his eye was not
dim, nor his natural force abated. He was fkill.
ed in the learning of the world, and efpecially
in the wifdom of that people, whom he was de-
figned by the power of Gob to overcome. By
a fpecial providence, he was brought into a ftate
of power and riches, and reputedly the fon of
Pharaoh’s daughter, that having had an experi-
mental tafte of worldly wealth and pleafure, and
found its vanity compared with the delights of
moral and pious integrity, he might not be brib-
ed from his duty by any worldly overture, when
he came to a ftate of confidential truft.

Whoever reads his hiftory as a lawgiver and
military leader, confidering the condition of the
world in thcfe ages when he afted, muft be con-
vinced that he was a great and goed man, even
apart from thofe fupernatural aids, which he re.
ceived to evidence his appointment and authority
from heaven, and that he had that uncommon
genius and felf-command which all can fee and
admire, butonly a rare few can imitate in the

[cience and practice of legiflation and govern.
ment. |

Alfo, he was a good man, fearing the provi-
dence and adoring the holinefs of the Gop of
Ifrael. 1f he had not been poflefled of religious
retitude ; neither great natural talents, nor ac-
quired attainments, nor fupernatural aid could
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have given him fo venerable an appearance in
the eyes of his people, and fanctified their judg-
ment in the opinion of all pofterity. At the
head of the Lorp’s Ifrael he was a meek man,
and humble in the midft of greatnels. He ef-
teemed himfelf one among many brethren and
citizens, and relving on a divine providence to
lead hin and the people to whom his life was
confecrated, he was never forfaken, but witnefl-
ed a gracious prefence thro his whole adminil-

tration,

To the evidence that he was divinely commil-
fioned, which arofe from great natural talents
and uncommon piety, we may add the fupernat-
ural works he was enabled to perform, and the
revelations which were made to him. 'To learn
the reafon, why thefe additional and great evi-
dences of the divine prefence were given to Mo-
sEs, we muft confider the extent of his ccamile
fion. The flood had once cleanfed the world of
idolatry, but at the time of this great prophet,
the nations in their new difperfion had forgotten
the Lorp, and the worthip of idols had tecome
almoft univerfal. The people of Ifrael, who
were defcendents of Abraham, were defigned to,
be depofitaries of a written law of religion, and
the works of providence, which regarded them
and their enemies, were intended to fhow that
their Lorp JEIIOVAH, was the Goo of the
whole earth,
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Thefe intentions of heaven were foretold to
their fathers, and to accomplifa the divine prom.
ife it was neceflary a chara&ter like Mosks thould
be raifed up. who, being mighty in word and
deed, fhould confound the idolizing nations, fo
that the world might look upon him and fee that
his LorD was the true Gop. Alfo, that no other
ruler of men had been like unto him, in all the
figns and wonders which he was fent to do, and
in all that mighty hand and all that terror which
he lhewed in the fight of Ifrael and their enemies.
This was the reafon for a fupernatural evidence
of his divine commiffion being added to thofe
rare talents and piety, which he poflefled in com-
mon with other great and good men, who were
made by Gop, in their refpective times, to honor
his name and blefs mankind.

3. At other times Gop hath raifed up his
eminent fervants and fent them abroad into the
world, without this fupernatural evidence of
their commiffion from him; and indeed this hath
been his ufual manner in providential govern.
inent.,  Butin all fuch cafes, there hath been to
the confiderate obferver, fufficient notices of
Gob’s {pecial providence, in forming his inftru.
ments and guiding and making them fuccefsful
i his hand, to execute the couniels of his will.
The produdtion of rare talents at a time when they

are needed to execute the benevolent purpofes of
C
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Providence, and preparing the way for their ex-
ertion, is a fufficient evidence that Gob is with
the attor. In this part of my difcourfe I fhall
pafs over many inftances of the truth of this
doltrine—many eventful epochs in the hiitory of
the world” and the church—many great charac-
ters in the cabinet, in the temple of the LorD
and in the field, .who were raifed by the almighty
providence of Gop, at fit times to execute his
pre-determined counfels for the benefit of men;
and I fhall come down to our own times and the
occafion which hath gathered us before the
Lorp, the death of General WasHiNeTON.
Among modern charaters there hath been none
to whom the words of our text would more per-
tinently apply. He was very great, both in the
fight of his own people, and in the fight of all
their enemies ; nor at the time of his death, was
his eye dimn, nor his natural force abated. As
thro his life, fo at the time of his death, circum-
ftances feem to have been fpecially ordered by di-
vine providence to hide human weaknefs, and
make him an extraordinary example to men, in
fortitude and in all the moral virtues. The com-
mon age of man had not in him, impaired a
great underftanding, nor any of thole enecrgies
which decide in the cabinet or execute in the

field.

THIS GREAT MAN WAS AN AMERICAN BY
BIRTH, aind the country raifed by his {word into
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independence, and which he afterwards govern-

ed as fupreme magiftrate, gave him the political
and moral fentiments, which made him illuftri-
ous in fcenes of altion. He early commenced
the life of a foldier, and while a young officer,
Monongahela witnefled, and Britons owned the
talents of the young American, in faving from
flaughter the remains of an army fufficiently
humbled by favage fury and policy. Even, at
that time, the talents of the youth caufed a pre-
diction that he would be the faviour of his coun-

try, but little was it conjettured how the pre-
di¢tion would be fulfilled.*

It certainly cannot be expe&ed of me, on this
occafion, particularly to recite the events which
have made him beloved by his country, and
owned as their preferver, under the providence
of Gobp, who girded him for the field, and filled
him with the {pirit of underftanding in all na-
tional concerns. - To make fuch a recital requires
all the volumes, which have been, and the more

* In anote to a fermon preached by that eminent fervant of
Curisr, Prefident Davies, before Capt. Overton’s independent
company of volunteers, raifed in Hanover county, Virginia, Aug.
17, 1755, entitled, “ Religion and Patriotifin the conflituents of a good
Joldier,” as an example of this chara&er, the author fays, « As a
“ remarkablc inftance of this, I may poir« out to the public that
“ heroic youth, Col. WasuiNcTON, whemn { cannot but hope prov-
“ 1dence has hitherte preferved in fo fignal a manacr, for fome im-
“ portant [ervice to his country.” Whoever reads this muft be
convinced thatr there were early prefages of that great and good
charaer, which Gencral WasuinaTon hath fince difplayed, and
that his greatnefs did not arife from a f{cries of accid- .tal events.
‘The man WasiuingToN was great in his youth, and prepared by
almighty Providence to protet the American (tate and church.
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numerous ones which will be written on this
great fubject.—It muft Juflice for me to fay, that
General WastiineToN was the point of ftrength
around whoin the political fathers and the miki-
tary defenders of this country have rallied, and
where they repofed their ecarthly confidence,
from the moment a revolution was coniemplated,
as the only poflible means of avoiding fureign
oppreflion, down to the prefent time.  In a peri-
od of almoft thirty years, we bave feen many
changes, many dangers from within and without,
fromforeign artifice and internal folly and caprice;;
and during the whole of this term, W asHING TON
has been the name, which would raife a martial
{pirit and point its energies by the waving of his
fword ; or footh the multitude to peace, quiet-
etnefs and fubordination, as his voice and pen
advifed.—Thele influential energies of the man,
were not confined to the uninformed multitude
only ; tor they had as much impreflion on delib-
erating fenates, as on armed f{quadrons ;—he
was as much the angel of peace as of war j;—as
much refpeted, as deeply reverenced in the po-
litical cabinet for a lumirous coolnefs of difpofi.
tion, whereby party jealoufy became enlighten-
ed and atbamed of itfelf, as he was for a cool-
nefs of command, in the dreadful moment,
when empires hung fufpended on the fate of bat-
tle.—His opinions became the opinions of the
public body, and every man was pleafed with

himfelf when he found he thought like Wasg-
INGTON,
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Our revolutionary war began fuddenly, when
the couniry was wholly unorganized in every
department, that was neceffary to maintain and
enjoy an independent ftate among the nations.
There was paffion enough, among all orders of
men ; but paflion can endure only for a mo-
ment, and there is no fafery in its dictates.

It was General WasuiNcToN who came cool-
ly to the fcene of altion, under a mighty impref-
fion of the greatnefs ot the labor to which he
had permitted himfelf to be proclaimed, and for
which, thro the afliftance of Gop, he was found
able both in word and in deed. He ordained
fyftem—induced regularity—was found capable
of reducing a half-armed multitude to military
bravery and obedience, and for a long time had
apparently to create the means, from day to day,
by which ke defended his country.

It fince appears, that while doing this in camg,
his pen was the organ of wildom and of a per-
fevering firmnefs to the councils of the union
and of the feveral ftates ; and that the great
men, who fhone like ftars of the firft magni-
tude, in-the feveral par‘s of the American hem-
ifphere where Gop had placed them, thone
brighter for their communication with him,——
His name foon became reverenced by our
enemies, and wherever thcy heard of him,
they jomed the apprehenfion cf a fenatc ait
hoft. His name and the fear of Liw, and of
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a few tried men and foldiers, who were the heads
of military departinents and in the line of ac-
tual fervice, often fhielded the country againit
mighty hofts, and finally faved the common-
wealth and made it independent.

The fame even of hiftorians will be eternized,
in relating how he with the band of his brother
officers, and a patient, perfevering, callant army
under them, vindicated the foundation of A-
mericaz: empire, and then retired into the clafs of
peaceful citizens, to eat the hard~earnéd, and in
many inftances, fcanfy bread of repofe.

General WasuiNGgTON was formed and pla-
ced, in every refpect, by the hand of Providence
to perform the duty determined for him by infi-
nite wifdlom. He was fkilled, by an carly edu-
cation, in human fcience. He exprefled on all

t occafions, a reverence of Gop, and his gov-
erning providence in all the events of individual
life and of empirc, and reforted to the throne
of grace and called on thofe around him to do
the fame when danger threatened, or when fuc-
cefs claimed his praife. Hz had a luminous un-
derftanding—-a mind above thc ruffle of paffion
—was as far from the galconade of mock hero-
ifm as he was from a fervile fear of men and dan-
ger. Nothing was too fmall to call his attention,
if it regarded the public good ; at the fame time
he was naturally formed tc look on great objels,



FUNERAIL SERMON. 21

S=——
and furvey in one comprehenfive view, an em-
pire in all its civil and military interefts.—}kle

fcemed intuitively to look thro men, and know
the extent of their capacities to underftand, and

their abilities for exertion, and from this it came
that the heads of departments thro his advice,
were filled in general with fuch extraordinary in-
tegrity and talents for exertion; and this was
one circumitance which eflentially conduced to
American triumph.—If the created honors,
which are given by crowns and royal nations
could have bribed him, many a time he would
have been {tolen from us 3 but he efteemed it the
greatelt honor, to be the defence of a free peo-
ple. American treedom, and independence wer.
written on his heart, and he importunately breath.
ed out a defire for them in all his devotions to
heaven. Under the aufpices of this great war-
rior, who was formed by the providence of Gop
to defend his country, the war wasended, and
America ranked among the nations. He who
might have bcen a monarcli, retired to his cwn
Vernon, unciothed of all authority, to enjoy
the blifs of being a free private citizen. This
was a ftrange fight, and gave a new triumph to
hum 1. virtue—a tricinph that hath never been
exceeded in the hiltory of the world, excepi it
was by his fecond recefs, which was from the
prefidency of the United States.

After the revolutionary war was cnded, ex-
perience foon taught that freedom cannot fub-
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fift without government. Anarchy became more
dangerous than Britain with all her hofts had
been before, and we were near defpair. The
impreflive feelings of danger, again led the peo-
ple to afk the aid of General WasHINGTON,
and he greatly aflifted in forming a conftitution
which we hope will be perpetual. By the voice
of the people, he became once and again the
Prefident of the union, and continued thus un-
til, in his opinion, the complete organization of
the civil ftate, permitted him to retire a fecond
time into private life, giving in all refpeéts a
new example to men and the world, thata virtu-
ous mind finds its higheft delights, in the enjoy-
ments of folitude and in beholding others happy.

A third time danger menaced his country—a
third time his country called—he heard his fel-
low-citizens and his children and took his {fword,
and bid them trufl in Gop, and keep his laws,
and the ordinances of a good government and
they fhould be fafe. 'When lo! the experiment
became too great for humanity o exhibit any
longer, and he who rules the univerfe, and hath

great men and nations in his hand hath removed
him by death.

Do not all our civil rulers fay, Know ye not
that a great man and a prince hath died in Ifrael
to day.—Do not all the pious lcok after him
heavenward, and fay, My father, my father,
the chariots of Ifrael, and the horfemen theregf.
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—Ye rulers of the civil ftate, ye defenders of
the land, know ye, that it will be no evidence
againft the firmnefs of your minds ic weep
this day. Ye young defenders of your country;
ye virgins the offspring of thofe who fought the
American battles, weep with yeur parents.

Concerning the final exit of our great and de-
parted friend, private information thus fays,
That he di:d with one days illnefs, * that his
‘ great and good mind, remained unhurt and
“ unclouded thro the clofing fcene, that he ex-
¢ preflfed his fenfe of it3 near approach, and
“ faid it had no terrors for him.” Thus may
all who have ferved under him, andall the peo-
pleof the Lorb die.

I have only a word more to fay to you my
brethren, by way of improvement.

. 1ft. Let us praife and adore the providence of
Gob, for raifingupfach an inftrument to fave this
country from opprefiion. It was the work of
Gop’s moft gracious providence, and marvellous
in our eyes; let us now with reverence adore
the fovereignty, which hath withdrawn the gift.
'Let us réemember to adore that Providence which
our departed FaTHeR adored, and taught us to
truft. Let us keep far away from thofe princi-
ples of infidelity and atheifm which he abhored,
and whichin the prefent @ra of natiens, is both
the caufe and the means, whereby a holy Gop
is punifhing %n ungrateful world.
D
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andly. Let us feek that public fpirit in our feel-
ings and practice, which guided him, fo hon-
orably thro life and brought him to fo peaceful
an end. You my hearers, are the moft of you
private men, but if you fear Gop ; if you honor
his government, and keep his precepts; if you
love the ftate and continue to maintain a right-
eous government, you may die unclouded, and
fay death has no terrors for you.

3dly. Under this bereaving event, there are
but two grounds of confolation remain for us ;
the Lorb who hath been our Gop, and the de-
fender. of our country is ftill on the throne ;. and
he hath prepared an Apams to fucceed our

WasHINGTON ; for we already fee the fpirit of
ELijan reiting on EL1sHA.

4thly. Let us ever remember the political opin-
ions of our deceafed father. He wasan Ameri-
can both in principle and feeling, as well as by
birth. While he loved all men, and refpected
the rights of all nations, his moft ardent aftec-

~ tion was for the houfehold of his country. And

as his enlightened life drew towards a clofe, he
had a moft deep fenfe, that the people whom he
had faved by his fword, could be preferved in fu.
ture profperity, only by a firm adherence to the

principles cf their own government, and the re-
ligion of their fathers.

May the Lorp be with the Amex;ican flates to
preferve them, AMEN, |

T S S Wl LT T S W .



SKETCHES OF THE LIFE OF
GENLRAL WASIINGTON.

EORGE WASHINGTON was buin on the 11th of
Febraary A. D, 1732 O. 8. His perfon was confidera-
bly above the middle fize, but of a dignified and graceful form.
His countenince exhibited {trong marks of that fortitude and
wifdom which always fliore in his characer ; and at once fpoke
the hero and the man. At an early period of life, he was thought
worthy of the confidence of his native flate, and while only
twenty-one years of age was, at his own requeft, fent on a dif-
ficult and important miffion. During the difpute which originat-
ed the war which concluded in 1763, the French, pretending to
claim the territory in the vicinity of the river Ohio. cominitted
many adts of hoftility and violence upon the Britifh fubjects by
erecting forts in their dominions, and feizing their perfons and
{fending them prifoners to Canada. Complaints being made to
the governor of Virginia of thefe outrages, he determined to
fend fuu o fuitable perfon to the French commandant neas the
Ohio, to demand of him the reafon of his condu ud,mﬁ
upon his evacvating the fort lately built in that quarth. _¢Gene-
ral WasHiNGioN, then being a major, offered his ervice,
which was thankfully accepted. The diftance to be travelled
was more than 400 miles, and one half of the rout lay through
a wildernefs, inhabited only by favages. Taking provifion on
his back, he fat out, attended by a fingle companion. When he
arrived and delivered his meffage, the officer refufed to comply
with the demand, and claxmed the whole country as belonging
to the king his malfter.

'The Ohio cempany could not brook this difappointment of
their hopes, and prevailed on the Britith government to inftruct
the colonies to oppofe with arms thefe encroachments on their
territory.  In the year 1754 Virginia fent Col. WasnineToNn
with the command of 300 men towards the Ohio. "An en-
gagement between ther and a party of the French took place, in
which the latter were defeated. 1In confequence of this event,
the commandant of the French marched againft Col. Wasa.
iNGTON with goo men, partly Indians, and attacked him. He

made a brave defence, bchind a {mall unfinifhed entrenchment, |

which he called fort Neceflity, and obliged the I'rench officer to
grant him honorable terms of capitulation.

"The hoftile conduét of the French produced, both in England
and America, the refolution of driving them out of the whole
territory claimed by the Englifth. General Braddock was ac-
cordingly ordered from Ireland to Virgima with twa regiments,
and was there joined by as many Americans as made in the wi Jle
2200 men. General Braddock was a brave man, but with a
fupercilious contempt of the Aunericans, he greatly flighted the
Virginia officers and men.  Col. WasningToN who then come
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manded the Virginia troops, begged his permifion to march be-

fore him and with the Americans, who were acquainted with that
kind of fervice, {fcour the woods ; but was refu?ed. 'The General
pafhed on incautioufly with 1400 men, and fell into an ambuf-
cade of French and Indians, by whom he was defeated and mor-
tally wounded on the gth day of June 1755. The Britith
were thrown into confufion, but the Americans more accuftomed
to favagc warfare, were not much difconcerted. They contin-

- ued unbroken under Col. WasHiNGgTON, and by covering the

retrcat of the Britith, prevented their being entirely cut off.
Ever fince this battle was fought, Gencral WasuingToN has
had the credit of faving the remains of that unfortunate corps
by his mafterly addrefs and good conduct.

After the peace of Paris, in 1763, Gen. WasHINGTON re.

- ured to his eftate, where with great mdv(hy and fuccefs he pur-
- fued the arts of peace. Since this time there {cems to be no hif-

torical monument of his public life until he was returned a dele-
gate from the ftate of Virginia to the memorable congrefs of
1774. This venerable band of patriots and ftatefmen might glory

in, reckoning among their number the fage and hero of America.

On the 5th day of June 1775, he was unanimoufly chofen,

- by the continental congrefs, to fill the important and dangerous

~ ftation of commander in chief of the forces raifed, or to be -

raifed for the defence of American Liberty. His eletion pre-
fented the uncommon fpe@acle ¢f a man raifed to the highelt
hodors his country could beftow, without exciting either compe-

- tition or envy. On the day following, the Prefdent of Con-
. grefs announced to General WasuingTon his appointment ;
- to which he, ftandingin his place, replied—

¢ Mr. Prefident,
¢ Though I am truly fenfible of the highi honor dome me in
this appointment, yet [ feel great diftrefs from a confcioufnefs,

- that my abilities and military experience may not be equal to the

extenfive and important truft : however, as the Congrefs defire

" it, I will enter upon the mo.nentous duty, and exert every power

I poflefs in their fervice, and for fupport of the glorious caufe.
I beg they will accept my moft cordial thanks for this diftin.
guifhed teftimony of their approbation.

¢ But left fome unlucky event fhould happen unfavorable to
my reputation, I beg it may be remembered by every gentleman
in the room, that I this day declare with the utmoft fincerity, I
do not think mylclf equal to the command I am honured with.

“ Astopay, fir, I heg leave to affure the Congrefs, that as

_no pecuniary confideration cowld have tempted me <o accept this

arduous employmerz:, at the expenfe of my domeftic eafe and
happinefs, I do not with to make any profit fromit. I will
keep an exact account of my expenfes. “Thofe I doubt not they
will difcharge, and thatis all I defire.”

T do juftice to that part of the life of General WasHINGTON
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which is included within the time of the American war, would
require a detail of all the principal events which took place iz
that hard firuggle for liberty, and would greatly exceed the
limits of thefe fketches. ‘The evacuation of Bofton, the maf-
terly retreat from Long-Ifland and New-York, crofling the
North river and the retreat through New-Jerfey, the brilliant
coup-de-main at Trenton, the more fplendid affair at Prince-
town, the battle of Germantown, the battle of Monmouth, the
capture of Stoney-point, thele are a few of the events which
were dire&ed by his wifdom, or effeed by his arm ; and are
but refting places in his glorious career through this bloody cor

fli¢. During the progrefs of the war the confidence of the
Congrefs was, on many occafiens, manifefted to him, by votes
of thanks and applaufe, and by medals ordered tc be prefented
to him in commemoration of particular inftances of heroifm and
generalthip. So great indeed was their truft in his abiiities and
virtue, that from ume to time they increafed his powers as com-
mander in chief until he was little lefs than univerfal di&ator.—
In no inftance can he be accufed of abufing thofe powers; and
the time arriving when they were no longer neceffary for the pub-
lic good, he cheerfully ref?gned them.

The event which finifhed the American war and added the
laft wreath to the brow of WasHinGTON, was the capture of
Lord Cornwallis with 7000 Britifh troops, at Yorktown in the
month of O&ober 1781. This fuccefs was gained by the im.
mediate valor of the combined troops of America and France ;
but the wifdom of the plan and energy of the execution muftbe |
attributed to him. On this triumphant occafion his heart was |
filled with joy and gratitude to heaven for his wonderful fuccefs.
A fhort extra& from his orders on this great day, will evince
that amidft all his profperity, he was not unmindful of that Gob |
whofe directing hand had pointed out to him the path of glory.
¢ Divine fervice fhall be performed to-merrew in all the brigades
and divifions. The commander in chief, recommends that all
the troops that are not upon duty, do aflift at it with a ferious de-
portment and that {enfibility of heart, which the recolle@tion of
the {urprifing and particular interpofition of Divine Providence |
in our favor claims.” |

Every one knows that towards the clofe of the war our troops
were unpaid and the credit of the United States at its loweft
ebb. At this period an attempt was made to inflame the minds
of the officers and foldiers, by a feditious and artful publication,
inviting them while they bad arms in their hands, to redrefs their
own grievances. Perhaps in no period of the war was the con-
du¢t of the commander in chief, fo politic, fo magnanimous, fo
worthy of himfelf, as at this interefting and alarming crifis. 0
fooner were thefe mutinous and inflammatory, papers fcattered
through the camp ; than the General convened the officers to-
gether, and in a fpcech well calculated to calm their minds, he

|
|
|
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p!edged himfelf to ufe all his faculties and influence in their fa-
vour, and urged them to rely on the future juftice of their coun.
try. He conjured them ¢ as they valued their honor, as they
vefrected the rights of humanity and as they regarded the mili.
tary and national chara@er of America, to ¢xprefs their utmoft
detelfation of the man, who was dttemptmg to open the flocd-
gates of civil difcord, and deluge their rifing empire with blood.”
His attcmp\“ was fuccefsful ; and the officers and foldiers return-
ed to their daty and confented to wait for the tardy juftice of
their country.

At the return of peace, (eneral WasuinGTon repaired to
Annapolis, whcre Congrefs was m fAlion, € the vwrpofe of
refigning his command.  "Y'he 3 day of Luce aber 1783, was
fixed for the ceremony of his n.ﬁgnauon. He attended Con-
grefs on the day with many diftinguifr d perfons, vhere he ad-
drefled the prefidear in the following . acch :

« Mr. Prefident,

'I'he great events on which my refignation depended, having
at lcngth taken place, I have now the honor of offering my fia-
cere congratulations to Cengrefs, and of prefenting myfelf before
them to furrender intotheir hands, the tru{t committed to me, and
to ciuim the induigence of retiring from the fervice of my country.

¢ Happy in ri:c confirmation of our indepeudence and fove-
reignty, and pleafed with the opportunity afforded the United
States of becoming a refpe@able nation, I refign with fatisfac-
tion the appointament 1 accepted with diffidence 5 a diffidence in
my abilities to accomplith fo arduous a tafk, which however was
fuperfeded by a confidence in the reitude of our caufe, the fup-
port of the fupreme power of the Union, and the patronage of
Heaven.

¢ The fuccefsful termination of the war has verified the moft
fanguine expe&ations, and my gratitude for the interpofition of
Providenice, and the aflitance I have received from my coun-
trymen, increafes with every review of the momentous conteft.

¢ While I repeat my obligations to the army in gen:ral, I
fhould do injuftice to my own feelings not to acknowler.ge, in
this place, the peculiar fervices, and diftinguifhed merits of the
perfons who have been attached to my perfon during the war:
it was impoflivle the choice of confidential ofhicers to compofe
my family fhould have been more fortunate ; permit me, Sir, to
recomimend in particular thofe who have continued in the fervice
to the prefent moment, as worthy of the favorable notice and
patronage of Congrefs.

¢ I confider it as an indifpen(able duty to clefe this laft folemn
act of my official life, bv commending the interelts of our dear-
eft country to the protection of Almighty Gon, and thofe who
have the fupermtcnckence of them, to His holy keeping.

“ Flaving now finifhed the work affigned me, I retire from
the great theatre of action ; anc. bxddmg an affe@tionate farewel
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to this avgult body, under whofe orders I have ong a&ed, 1
here offer my commiffion, and take my leave of all the employ-
ments of public life.”

From this time General WasuinaTox refided at his retreat at
Mount Vernon, until the deranged ftate of our public dﬁanrs, and
the total inefliciency of our confederation, had onvinced the
leading chara&ers of our naticn that a new form of government
was neceffary. At this time & convention was called, which
net in Phxladelplua in the year 1787. T'o this convention G"rene.f
ral WasHinGTon ‘was fer: as a delegate from the ftate g ir-
ginia, and was chofen their l*rchdx‘nt during the term of theiz
{eflion.

In the year 1789, he was unanimoufly chofen Prefidumt ef
the United States.  No fooner was he informed that he was again
called to exchange his heppy retirement for the ftormy fcenss of
public lee, than he prepared to meet the withes of his country ;
and in a few daysarrived at New-York. rlere he accented his
appointinent of Prefident of the United States, ana mfo»rmed
both houfcs of Congrefs, that he fhould recline any compenfa.
tion for his fervices—in  the foliowing manner ; ** When [ vas
firll 1.onored with a call into the fervice of my country, then on
the eve of an arduous ftruggle for its liberties, the 'ight in % hich
I conten.plated my duty reqidired that 1 {houla resounce every pe-
cuniary cnmanfatxon. From this vefolation I have in no in-
ftance departcd. And being fhll under the impreflioas which
produced it, I muft decline as mapphcable to myfelf, any fnare in
the perfonal emoluments which may be indifpenfably included in
a permanent provifion for the executive department; and maft
accordingly pray that pecuniary eftimates for the ftaticn in which
I am placed, may, during my continuance in it, be limited to fuch
attual expenditures, as thepublicgood maybe thought to require.”

n the year 1793 the time for which his firft appointment was
made being expired, he was again elected ; and having a fecond
time officiated in the chara&er of Prefident of the Unitcd States,
he chofe to retire from the public {cene and fpend the rcmainder
of his days in rural quict and domeftic tranquillity. ile pub-
lithed his intention in an addrefs to the people of the United
States, which, while it breathes the pure fpirit of bercvolence
and pat*rxotxfm, recomn cnds to them in the moft winning and im-
preflive language the canfe of virtue and religion.

After his farewel for a fo cond time, to all public honors, he

“retired to his favorite fear at Mount Vernon, where he refided in
the charater of a private citizen, until the profpe@ of a rupture
with France turned the eyes of the government towards him as
their on.lyrcfugeduring the impending ftorm. His cheerful acqui-
efcencein accepting theoftice of Lier:euant-General of the Amer-
ican forces, at atimc when his age and former fervices might
have juftified a refufal, vill long be remembered with {entiments

of a eéhon and gramudez bl a gen 10US pcoph



	Strong.ra_10132BF63AF7F280_2_26.pdf



