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THANKSGIVING SERMON.

REVELATIONS XVill. 4.

And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come
out of her, my peopl:, that e be not pariakers of her
sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.

ALTHOUGH the holy scriptures were not pri-

marily written for a book of political instruction to
mankind, they contain much which ought to be seri-
ously studied by the rulers of a free and christian peo-
ple. The church and civil state are so connected, in
events which take place, that the information Gon
hath been pleased to give the former, may often be
improved by the latter to great :;.d_vay.ltage. The
whole divine government of men is with reference to
his church—to the interests of his kingdom, and the
accomplishment of the purposcs of his grace. The
cabinet of earthly princes is subservient to the king of
Zion ; and the armies and the heroes of hostile nati-
ons, although they mcan not to be thus considered
and know not by whom they are girded, he calls his
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armics and his servants to exccute the purposes of his,
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counsci, and avenge him on his enemies who know

not his name, or have departed from the faith which
he gave them to keep.

There have been sundry periods, some of which
were pointed out in the sure word of prophecy, when
the world has been convulsed with mighty revoluti-
ons, to answer some great designs in Gop’s moral
and evangelical government.—It was thus when his
people Israel were removed from Fgypt to Canaan.—
It was thus antecedent to Curist’s birth and the

- propagation of christianity.—It was thus in the disso-

lution of the heathen Roman empire, by which so
much christian blood had been wantonly shed.—It
was early foretold, that it should be thus at the dis-
solution of anti-chiristtan Rome, with the civil and re-
ligious tyrannies depending on it. We have every
reason to suppose the last of these periods to be far
advanced, and that we now see and hear the com-
mencement of those terrible judgments on mankind,
by which this work of Gop will be concluded.

If there be any serious believers in Gop, his go-
vernment and the christian religion, situated where
the weight of these judgments must fall, they can do
no more than endeavor to preserve the purity of their
own personal faith and practice, and pray Gop that
he would preserve them from the miseries of a tu-
multuous state and from his heavy judgments. His
wisdom and grace arc able to bring such individuals,
however situated, into his secret chambers, and keep
them safely until the day of wrath be overpast.
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If there be any people so situated that thcy may
possibly escape the weight of calamity (as it i hoped
the people of this nation are) it becomes them to
stand at a distance from the scene of plagues, and not
come into a state of intimacy, lest they be pecessitat-
ed to drink the dregs of a very bitter cup.—~To such
a people the exhortation of the text, which is inserted
in the prophetic account of the destruction of Baby-
lon, contains most important instruction political and
religious, And I heard another voice from heaven,
saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not
partakers of her sins, and receive not of her plagues.

In the proclamation v/hich calls us to the duties of
this day, there is the following very worthy passage,
“ At the same time, to review with humble admiration
the course of events, as they are now passing on the
great theatre of the world ; and to contemplate tk: oc-
currences .nd revolutions in the divine and morac go-
vernment, which are rapidly taking place .+ *he pre-
sent period, in such manner as to fill owr minds with @
heartfelt and thankful conciction of the superintending
providence of the Most High, and of his general and
influential government in all events ; whereby we may
be led to a grateful acknowledgment of his distingursh-
ing goodness to our highly favored land and country, in
the blessings which we peculiarly enjoy.”

This is truly a period of wonderful events in tha
moral government of Gop ; and they take place in
such a manner and at such a period, as cannot fail, if
we be indeed christian belicvers, to fill our minds
with heartfelt and thankful conviction of a superin-
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tending providence. Gobp is now making himself
known by the judgments which he executethin the
earth. He is now by the works of his providence,
giving the ultimate, and that which will be the all-
convincing evidence of the truth of the scriptures.
There is but a little period to come compared with
the past, in which infidelity will dare speak its senti-
ments. All considerate and good people see this al-
ready, and though there be some infidels agaimt
growing light, infinite wisdom permits them to rise
up for two purposes; first, to fulfil more bloody
judgments on apostate Christendom than men of
good hearts would wish to be the instruments of exe-
cuting, although they know them to be just; and
secondly, that by their avowed principles, practice,
and the end to which providence will bring them,
they may be a warning to future ages against infideli-
ty. Gobp teaches men by experience.  Within the
conclusion of a century, from this time, it will not
be disputed what was n.cant by prephetic Babylon.
Her great wickedness will be illustrated to universal
knowledge by her great plagucs. It will also appear,
that infidelity was the instrument prepared by Gop
for her punishment; that this infidelity naturally
sprung out of her own corruption, or rather was the
last stage of anti-christian apostacy ; and that having

consumed itself and the parent which gave it birth,
the judgments of Gop are finished. A new zra will

take place.—Through the instruction of past experi-
ence, and the pouring out of the Holy Spirit, righ-
tecousness and vcace will fill the carth.  All the pro-
phecies descris ¢ this succession of events. The past
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and present fulfilment of them, must remove from
wise minds, -all doubt concerning the future.

The ancient prophets, have interspersed in their
writings, many predictions which are now fulfilling.
The present period was foretold by all the prophetic
seers, by David, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and the
lesser prophets. It would not be difhcult to select
from these, a multitude of predictions relating to the
present day, and it is only a want of time, on the
present occasion, which prevents my doing it.

Daniel among the ancients, may be called the fa-
ther of prophecy, both from the vast extent of his
predictions, which reach down to the end of time ;
and from the exactness with which he marked all
these great events in empire, by which the state of
the church has been materially affected. His visions
are an epltome of the history of the world —-—They
are repeated in so many forms, and accompaniew.
with such explanations, that a candid mind cannot
deny them to be the wonderful truth of him who
governs the universe, and holds the nations and all
their counsels in his hand.

In the language of prophecy, tyrannical govemn-
ments, both civil and ecclesiastical, are represented
by fierce and destroying beasts, which desolate men
and the places where they come. Civil history in-
forms us of four successive dominions, which have
arisen in the world from the time of Daniel—each
aiming at universal empire, and destroying the one
which preceded it. The ancient Babylonian, which

e i
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existed when Daniel prophesicd—the Medn Persian
—the Grecian—and the Roman.  These w ¢ topre-
sented im vision to him, as related in chapter vii, bv
four fiercc and dcstroying beasts. By a compai o

_ between the character of these dominions, as they
have been verificd in fact, and the symbolical repre-
sentation of them we find a remarkable “similarity.
The last of thesc dominions, the Roman, is repre-
sented as being of long continuance, of mighty
strength, fierce, terrible to mankind, full of oppres-
sion, persccution and tyranny over both the souls
and bodies of men.—It is the dying pangs of this
fourth beast which now convulse the world.

But while mankind arc tormented by this struggle,
following the word of prophecy we meet a most
comfortable truth, which is this, that there shall ne-
ver be another universal tyrannical dominion. Rt
may be attempted, and we have reason to suppose
that it is now attempted, by the infidels of Trarice,
and their cmissarics in other countries, but Gop
will blast their designs.  Of this the prophecy of Da-
nicl assures us, in many passages of the book. In
the 7th chapter, he tells us he beheld until this fourth
bcast was slain, and his body destroyed and given to
the barning flame. To which he directly adds, «/
sacs in the might-visions, -and behold, one like the son of
man came «cith the clouds o heaven, and came to the
ancient of days, and ticy brought hin near before
him. And therc was given him dominion, and glory,
and a kingdom, that all people, nations and languages,
should serve him : his dominion is an everlasting domi-
nion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that
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which shall not be destroyed.”—Again towards the

end of the chapter, speaking of the destruction of
" this beast he saith, « But the judgment shall sit, and
 they shall take away his dominion to tonsume and to
destray it unto the end. And the kingdom and domin-
éon, and the greatnessof the kingdom under the wholé
heaven, shall be given to the people of thesaints of the
Most High ; those kingdom is an everlasting kingdom ;
and all domtnion shall serte and obey him.” Obsctve
the prediction : The kingdom and the greatness ¢f the
kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the
people of the satnts of the Most High~—Not to infidels.
—Not to men who deny the being—the providence
—the religion and the sabrath of the Lotd, by which
alone, as means, a sense of moral obhgatldn can be
kept alive in the human mind.—Not ta those disor:
ganigers of society who deny all moral obligation and
the duties resulting from it. 'The Lord may use
such instruments to do his strange -work of judgment
in the earth, but his pmphetxc wdrd hath assured us
they shall never attain universal dominion, ’T‘hey
may, for a very short season, be used as a rod in the
hand of divine justice—they may be the mepns of
correcting many people and of corre'cung us, if our
departure from the faith and practice of the gospel
should require it for the honor ef the truth ; but gffe
this is done, they shall suddenly come to the'f em:!
and no man shall help them. 'Thisis the course df
events which must happen from the nature of society,
and the effect of crimes on the social state, It is dlso
made certain by the prophetic promise of Gos,

B.
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The cvangelist John, who wrote the words of out
rext, is the next prophet of eminence, whom 1 shall
notice at this time. e was one of the apostles, and
the disciple whom JEe:vs loved. , When of a great
age he was banished by the emperor Domitian to
the isle of Patmos, and there received and published
nis Apocalypse or book of Revelations. Iis prophe-
cies were written more than six hundred years after
the book of Danicl. At this time the three first of
Danicl’s beasts, .the ancient Baoyloman, the Medo-
Persian, and the Grecian emplre formed by Alexan-
der, had arisen in succession, had destroyed each
other, done their work of tormenting mankind, and
their dominion was taken away, therefore the pro-
phet John takes no notice of them. The fourth
beast, the Roman empire, was then in its full strength.
To this his prophecy was directed, describing its cha-
racter, its malice against the truth and the pure
church of Curist—its divers changes and forms of
government—its decline and apparent death for a
short season—and then its revival, in a more blas-
phemous form than it first existed—together with its
miserable destruction by the avenging power of Gop,
which is now taking place. We are, my brethren,
come to what the scripture emphatically calls the
last days. ‘The last tyrannical form of government is
falling to j:icces, for which event there hath long
been a growing preparation in the state of the nati-
ons. The pangs of miscry will be great on men, and
greatest on those nations and places, which most
contributed to the rise and continuance of this civil
and rellglous tyranny. Let us remember not to
come ncar it, for its dying breath is contagious. It




THANKSGIVING SERMON. I

is the body of Daniel’s fourth beast that is dyi ing, and
infidelity with its natural consequences, war and dis-
organization, are the plague by which it is consum-
ing. All wise people will withdraw their embraces,

both from the dying body, and the disease by wlnch
it perisheth.

To understand the Apocalypse of St. John, there
must be a very considerable acquaintance with histo-
ry, both civil and ecclesiastical, from his day down
to the present. But few men have it, and of this
few, only a part are such christians as have the inte-
rests of CHR1sT’s kingdom on their hearts. This
must be a sealed book to the greatest part of chris-
tians, from their not having that acquainténce with
civil and ecclesiastical hxstoxy which is necessary to
sce the fulfilment.

There 1s, also, another reason, from which we
must expect it to bé a book hard to understand, even
to all.  The infinite wisdom of Gop, designed, for
the comfort of his pcople and the consolation of thoseé
who hold the faith of JEsus, to reveal the general
state of things, his governirg providence over his
church, the rise of ceror, the conflict between the
two kingdoms, and the miserable end of delusion
and of a departure from the humility and simplicity
of the faith in Jesus; but not to describe the parti-
cular instruments and events: by which all thesc
things should be done. For this reason figurative
and metaphorical language is introduced, and wec
must wait until the fulfilment, to sce the cxact inten-
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12 THANKSGIVING SERMON.

tion of the Holy Spirit in all the ﬁgures which are
used

To the inconsiderate and unlearned in the past his-
tory of divine providence, it is not strange, that the
book of Revelations appears like a confusion of me-
tapl.ors, and a description of things done by agents
out of the course of nature ; but in solemn language,
where the agency of Gop and creatyres, and scenes
of the visible and invisible world are awfully ming-
Jed. To those who are qualified and give themselves
to understand it appears far different.  Although ex-
pressed in metaphors,and containing a number of vi-
sions which represent the same truths, and the same
events in the history of men and of divine providence,
it is a systematic book. It begins with a most so-
lemn vision of the great king in Zion, and an ad-
dress to the churches then in being, signified by the
seven churches in Asia.  This is contained in the
three first chapters. From ihe beginning of the
fourth to the end of the eighteenth chapter, we have
a description of the Roman dominion from the time
of John ta its utter extinction and punishment. It
was then heathen Rome ; after this it was what has

- been called christtan Rome ; which has since dege-
perated into anti~christian Rome or the Babylon of
this celebrated christian prophet. It has been of
long continuance~-has assumed various forms of go-
vernment, but in all of them been tyrannical—has
been brought apparently to the dust, . and then reviv-
ed again-—has been in every form, either by heathen
violence or anti-christian idolatry, dangerous to the
pure religion of Jesvs Curist—-has first cnslaved
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the worlc by civil power, and then by a mixture of
civil and religious tyranny, and is now dying by the
agency of ity own infidel children. The unprinci-
pled offspring are now eating the flesh and drinking
~ the blood, the riches, the strength, and all the deli-
cacies of the impure mother,

Before I proceed any further, to guard myself
from an imputation of bitterness against the Roman
church, I must observe, that I see no reason to con-
clude there may not have been many sincere and
good people in her communion, especially in that
class of persons, who had little means .of informa-
tion. Good men may fall into great errors. LA
great number of the late Roman clergy in France,
have met-death in its most barbarous forms, with a
constancy and a patience t:vmcmg a tender con-
science and a love of Gep. Itis the Ial;&xragds i<
character and their associates, whom I conceive @
be most oroperly designated by the mother of har-
Jots, in the present period of the great apostacy from
Gon.

Farther, it is yet irapossible for us accurately to
determine, how nezr the churches which call them-
selves protestant and reformed, come to the true
standard of evangelical faith, practice and discipline.
This reformation hath taken place in various de-
grees in the several parts where it hath extended,
and in the best there may be much hay 2nd stubble
still to consume.  Though o denomination, of the
protestant and reformed churches, will be willing to
allow this of themselves, it may belong in some ress
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pects to all of them. Neither is it secen how any
church, which rests in a bare profession without the
power aad vital life of godliness, can free itsclf from
the charge, and many such may doubtless be found
in reformed Christendom. When Gop hath arisen
to prepare the world for the establishment of a more
pure faith and practice, it becomes all to examine
themselves and repent, lest they be found in the
number which must be exterminated.

After having made these observations, to secure
myself against the imputation of 2 rigorous and un-
charitable spirit, I must be allowed freely to say,
that the Roman empire in all its forms, the ancient
and modern, the civil and ecclesiastical, hath been a
tyrannical and persecuting power. It'is unques-
tionably the same power pointed out in the gospel
prophecies, by the man of sin—by the beast—the
mother of harlots—the false prophet—the beast that
ascended out of the bottomless pit and endeavored
to destroy the witnesses of Gop—-the.dragon that
cast out of his mouth a flood of water to destroy the
truth of Gou—the modern Babylon which should
fall by the signal judgments cf Gop—that great city
that ruleth over the kings of the earth. Most of
these names were used by the prophet John in his
successive visions, the latter explaining the former.

The events, which are principal matter of St.
John’s prophecy, are thrown into three great divi-
sions of time, designated by the opening of seven
seals, the sounding of seven trumpets, and the pour-
ing out of seven vialsof Gon's wrath. The opening
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of the seventh seal contains the whole succeeding p=-
riod of the trumpets and vials. The sounding of the
seventh trumpet, contains the whele period of the
vials down to the complete destruction of that tyran-
nical power, which is the burden of his description.
All these prophetic figures, describe judgments on
the enemies of Gop’s truth, most of which have al-
ready taken place, but my present time prohibits a

particular description of the events by which they
have been fulfilled. .

- The six first seals are descriptive of heavy judg-
ments on the heathen Roman empire, from the time
of John, down to Constantine, who declared him-
self a christian, and placed christians in all places of
public office. This was in the christian @ra about
320. The chnstian church now enjoyed a short
peuse of peace from the power of its enemies, repre-
sented in the prophecy by praises in heaven and earth,
and the sealing of the servants of Gonb.

But the Roman empire in its imperial form was
not long to survive.  Although Constantine and a
number of succeeding emperors declared themselves
to be christians, Rome was to receive that deadly
wound which was healed again in the rise of a mix-
ed tyranny, partly civil and partly ecclestastical.
‘"This wound was given by the events prefigured by
the sounding of the six first trumpets. The northern
‘pagans and savages of Europe broke in upon the
empire and reduced it to the deepest humiliation,
which continued from 500 to 700 of the christian
“@ra, inwhich period Rome had many changes; all
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of them humiliating. It was this period which 18
mentioned in the 13th chapter of Johnin his Revela-
tion, when one of the heads of the beasts, meaning
the imperial form of government, received a deadly
wound ; which- wound unto death he tells us was
healed again so that all the nations wondeted after
thc beast. The healing of this deadly wound con-
sisted in the rise of the papal hierarchy, and the poli-
tical estates of Europe, which have continued with-
out essential change to the present day. This is emi-
nently the beast with seven heads and ten horns des-
cribed by John. He tells us that the seven heads,
are seven kings or forms of government which Rome
should have, and every thorough historian can enu-
merate them.—That the ten horns are ten kingdoms
or political states, into which the ancient empire
shonld be divided, and we know that in every period
for more than a thousand yecars past, it hath been
nearly or exactly this number. The co-estates ot the
old Roman empire, although under different sove-
reigns, and often at mutual enmity, have formed a
body distinct from the rest of mankind, and have
stretched the iron hand of their influence to the ends
of the carth. They have spoken of their rights as ex-
tending to the bodi¢s and souls of all men; and of
the balance of power between themselves, as though
it were an eternal rule of right for all the creatures of
Gop. This body of the old Roman empire hath per-
petually embroiled the world, either by its arts or its
power. It hath visited every coast—hath made a
claim on every clime-—hath concentered the luxuries
of the earth in its bosom, and there hath scarce been
acontention between nations, in other quarters of
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the globe, to which it hath not been the author ora
partizan.  Its tyranny he‘ . been over its own sub-
jects and the people of - .stant regions. To a civil
despotism, which naturally grew out of the barba-
rous foundation of fcudal rights, it hath added a re-
ligious tyranny beyond all the sins that have before
defiled the earth or oppressed men. It hath blasphe- .
mously changed and used the religion of the meek
and lowly Jesvus, to scourge oppressed nations—to
dethrone lawful princes-—and to indulge and pardon
the worst of subjects in the greatest crimes. The
civil and the religious tyrant, have walked hand in
hand to deceivz, to impoverish, to enslave soul and
body, and then to hail the whole as done for the glo-
ry of Gop. These prophecies of John had a vast ob-
ject for their description. Not merely one city, or
nation or century of time ; but the great political bo-
dy of Europe, ‘with its dependencies in other quarters
of the globe, which is the old Roman empire arisen
in a new form, consisting of popes, ecclesiastical
states and dignities, professed apostles of Jesus at
the head of armies, emperors, kings, princes, and a
multifarious catalogue of civil and ecclesiastical
courts, dignities, powers and oppressions. This
vast body has been called the holy Roman church,
and the holy Roman empire with its allies. This en-
ormous mass of civii and religious oppression began
to take’its form and develope its true character, from
500 to 600 of the christian @ra. By the year 1350
its features were completely opened. The pouring
of the seven vials of Gop’s wrath is a prophetic de-
scription of the events, through which this oppres-
. C | :




P 9

18  THANKSGIVING SERMON.

sive power shall be brought down again to utter ruin.
They probably began to run between 800 and 900 of
the christian zra, and from prophetic computation,
we may determine that the great work of Gop will
be done before the conclusion of the next century.
The pouring out of the fifth vial on the scat of the
beast, unquestionably mcans the rcformation, with
the foundation that was then laid by the spread of
knowledge, for the spreading of civil and religious
Iiberty, iIn many, which are now principal powers
within the limits of the old Roman empire. It is
worthy of remark, that the nations which then, in a
degree emerged, although they have been shaken in
the present commotion, have drank less deep of the
cup, and are probably reserved by the wisdom of
Gop, to set limits to this inundation . of misery,
through the outraging passions of men. This is true
of Britain, the Swedes, thc Danes and the northem
parts of Europe and Germany.

- It i1s the sixth and seventh vials in combination
that are now running. An ingenious and learned
sermon, lately published by the Rev. President
Dwight, hath justly explained the three impure spi-
rits, under the sixth vial, that went out of the mouth
of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast,
and out of thc mouth of the false prophet, to mean
the principles of infidelity, which within a century
have risen in the old christian world. The events
and the effects so precisely mark the period of pro-
phecy, that we cannot mistake it.  The causes of
the present war in Europe lic in the moral world.
These impurc spirits, have alrcady gathered the
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kings or nations, to the battle of the great day of
Gobo f\lmightv The battle is fighting—the blood
is running, and it will run.  There may be a mult:-
tude of contradutmg events, but tlie principal fea-
tures of the scene will be the same until this Babylon
is fallen.* It is the irresistible avork .of Gop and
mast go on, for the mouth of the Lord himself hath
spoken it.  And while the work is going on, some
will sce and give glory to the Gop of heaven; but
those who are most deeply involved in these events
will neither sce nor fear.

The 18th chapter of the prophecy, which my
hearers will read at their leisure, describes the wail-
ing that is made over this wreck of nations. The
kings of the earth, and the merchantsof the earth,
and every ship-master, and all the company in ships
and the sailors, and as many as trade by sca, are re-
presented as standing afar off and saying, Alas!
alas ! that great city Babylon, that mighty city ! for
in one hour, that 1s very suddenly, is thy judgment
come.—llow Corrccl)ondinnr are the cvents of the
present period! The counsels and the policy of ra-

* The writer does not mean that every future event, in the
course of those national commotions whicl: have beyun, will in
the judgment of men, directly conspire to this end.  Gov
worketh by means beyond the search of human wisdom, and is
olten destroying when we think him to be building up. I
¥rance should again speedily obey a monarch, and Rome a
consistory of pope and cardinals, this would not put a -im) to
the great work which is begun, Fhere are natural and pohtt-

cal reasons inwrought with the present state of Europe and ot
society which show what the conclusion will be; md those re-
tro;"\d( events which may happen, can serve oily to prohiact
the misery of men, give every dreadiul feature to the struggle,
and add to the completion of the final ¢atastrophe, thus conlirm-
mg the awtul deseription of prophecy.
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tions, far and near are deeply affected by the great
battle. The merchants of the earth and those that do
business in the dcep water, all become interested in
the scene, and by its consequences almost through
the whole world, they are reduced to wailing and
distress. Who beside Gop could have enabled his
servants to foretel thcse events, at so vasi a period
from: their accomplishimnent !

In the midst of the description ¢f this ruin, our
text Lath its place—And 7 heard arother voice from
heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye
be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of
her piagues.  This exhortation is full of important
instruction. It must be principally meant for sur-
rounding and distant nations ; and all the preceding
parts of this discoursc were designed to give it a
deep impression on your minds. A few individuals,
of those who fear Gop, may be so circumstanced as
will enable them to leave the scene of destruction,
and seek a foreign assylum; but it can be only a
few. Much ‘he greatest part of such individuals
must by faith and prayer commit themselves to the
divine keeping, and Gop can preserve them in the
midst of these political thunderings and earthquakes.

To nations situated as the American now is, the
text gives most exc. ient advice, and points out the
only possible way of prescrvation. Come out of her

my peoplc.

1st. Avoid the principles which are bringing her
to 2 deserved and an awful end. It 1s the demoral-
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1zing priaciples of infidelity, which hr.ve thrown Lu-
rope into a state, on which the rest of maukind look
with fear and horror. ‘There may be many honest
men in the revolutionizing nations, men who would
love rational liberty under the steady reign of just
and equitable laws. Some of these men may be de-
ceived to think they are working out the salvation of
posterity ; but the reins of public direction are evi-
dently in the hands of another class, men who have
no honesty belonging to them—no love oi human na-
ture and human rights—no moral principle—who
dare to do every wickedncess which they have oppor-
tunity to execute, either by force or deception. The
reason they do not regard ‘the rights of justice and
humanity is because they have no fear of Gob.
o The way has been a long time preparing for this o
reign of impiety, by the dissemination of an infideli- #A<;
ty among those who have assumed to be the learned,
which denies either the being or the just character of
(;op—his providence—his written lavs and his insti-
tuted worship.  Let these sacred truths be exploded,
and men will govern themselves by thcir own pas-
sions and appetites. When they have cast off Gop,
by denyins him and his sacred government and laws,
we must expect that the next step will be to cast
away the rights of humanity and social connection.
The laws of nations, of common equity, of civil
rights, and prescriptive dutics from one man to ano-
ther, and of sacred consceration, will all of thent be
swept away by such people, and depravity wiil do
its worst.  Prophetic description often represents the
present wrath of mankind by the metaplior of a cons
suming fire, and there could not be « more just one.
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These prinziples destroy all before them, and though
they may fist c'xﬁmnc the palace, they will in the

end consume the thatched cottage.  The only dark.

symptom attending the present state of our nation,
is that some of its people have either embraced or
appcar approximating towards this infidelity.  If
there should ever be & pertod that this becomes our
national character, or men of this cast are able to
controul our national counsels, America must drink
the cup of Babylon. Then she will become a limb
of the brast, whose body Gop hath said shall be giv-
en “) the burning flame.

2dly. The divine advice prohibits all permarent
political connection with that devoted part of the
world. Such political enigagements and alliances, as
bind us to stand or fall with them, would be the most
extravagant imprudence ; yea more, they would be
defying the judgments of Alinighty Gop. None but
a person bereft of reason would chain himself to a
burning pile. The goodness of Gop brought our
fathers into this region, distinct from the seat of
plagucs.  He hath blessed and made us a great peo-
ple—hath given us all that freedem, civil and religi-
ous, which the nature of society admits, and there 1s
not 2 single burden or loss upoir us, except it be
thosc which arise from our remote relations to the
center of present ruin. The voice of providence
loudly cries to ue, Come out of her my people—-bind
1ot yourselvcs to rise or sink with her. lest ye be par-
takers of her sins, and receive of her plaguae:.

3dly. The exhortation teaches us not to follow the
example of her deceitful politice, Lt is rightecusness

hl—!
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which exalteth a nation, and national sin 1s the ruin
as well as the reproach of any people: A christian
nation should be just to its promises, and open and
sincere in its protessions, and keep far away from an
intimate union, with all people, who consider nati-
onal cngagements as promises made only for the con-
venicnce of the moment.  I.et America be open and
sincere in her measures 5 let her require justice from
others and always be wrlling to do it ; iet her stand
undaunted by the menaces of maraudem and pirates,
and unpollutéd by the intrigues of unprincipled men,
and the Goo of heaven will bless her.  Let none be
deceived by a supposition that the commotions of
the old world are soon to end, and that there is on
this account, less reason for our being guarded. No
specedy cnd to these troubles can happer. Their
pillars are overturned, and who can set them up
again? Their schemes of policy arc all unhinged,
and who can brace them ? Their interests are be-
come opposite, and who can unite them? Their
faith and their morals are gone, and who can restore
them ? We know that Gop hath power to do 1t, but
following the predictions of his word, we have not
much reason to expect a gracious interposition of
this nature ; for we are told, that under these plagues,
they blasphemed Gop, doubtless by denying his go-
vernment and his word, and repented not to give
him glory.

My hearers, what recason we have for national
thanksgiving and praise ! Let us rejoice and bless
Gop, that wc arc far distant from the seat of those
judgments, which he hath feretold and is now fulfils
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ling. Let us rejoice and be glad that we have the
word of Gop and ordinances of religion, and are not
vet enslaved by a demoralizing infidelity. Yet us
adore his holy name for so excellent a form of civil
government-—for rulers who appear to be apprized
of the danger on which ~ve have been meditating-—
and that Gop hath given us the means of supporting
our national and christian irdependerice.

. 'The bounties of Gop’s common providence have
been abundant, and it is hoped that the affluent will
testify their gratitude to him by sending portions to
the poor, for the poor, iny brethren, you are always
to have among you. While we condole with those
~ places where disease and death have prevailed, and
*%mourn with their mourners, we haveé reason to bless
the Lorc who hath given us health, to a degrec un-
“known before.—Let all these mercies engage us to
trust in the Lord and serve him forever.—~—To his
great and holy name let usascribe eyerlasting praiscs.

AMEN.






