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PSALM Xxvi. 4. §. 6.

THEIR forrows fball be multiplied that haften after
another God : their drink-offerings of blood will I
not offer, nor take up their names into my lips.
The Lord isthe portion of mine inberitance and of
my cup : thow maintaine/t my lot. The lines are
Sallen unto me in pleafant places ; yea, I have a
goodly beritage.

IOUS David wrote this pfalmin the high ex-
ercife of gratitude and confidence in God.

He faid ¢ O God, in thee do I put my truft. Thou
art my Lord,” and afterwards celebrated divine
goodnefs in the bleflings he received. From the
happinefs and prefervation he experienced, he deter-
mined ftedfaftly to cleave to his divine benefaor ;
andin the verfes Ircad to you, plainly intimates the
folly and danger of change when the Lord we have
worfhipped, and the inftitutions under which we live
have given us all the happinefs, that this world is
capable of affording. He fays, ¢ their forrows fhall
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be multiplied that haften after another God.”—Al-
though they flatter themfclves with fome benefits,
and rejoice in the profpe of freedom from many re-
ftraints, they are dcceived and will find many forrows
and unexpected difappointments from thcir folly.
As for himfelf he faid ¢ thou art my God.”” He
found, that the lines had fallen to him in pleafant

laces, and that he had a goodly heritagz, and there-
?ore determined not to go attcr ftrange or new Gods.
Experience had taught him, that no better fituation
could be expe€ted in this werld, and he refolved not
to rifk a happinefs in pofleffion, for the fancics ot im-
agination, or through that reftiefs ipirit of change
and innovation, which huth plunged mynads of
men from a comfortable fituation into the depths
of evil.

I THINK fomething may be extracted from the
verfes, whichIhave rcad asa text, that is very ap-
plicableto our prefent condition ; and which leads
to a train of contemplations, fuited to the occafion
of this day. We are met to recognize before the
Lord our manifold mercies, and to praife the author ;
and it is, alfo, fit to guard ourfelves againft the
lofs of them by following ftrange gods, and by chu-
fing new inftitutions, and new opinions concerning
the important obligations and duties of life and foci-
ety. New opinions of God and religion, have an
extenfive influence upon every thing that relates to
morality ; and whatever afte¢ts morality, hath a gen-
eral influence upon fociety, in its powers, orders,
privile%es, duties and happinefs. Change is dange-
rous, left it thould be for the worfe. Maay cuftoms
and opinions, which are fafe for mankind and for
their religious and temporal well-being, arc fanction-
ed more by experience than by any abftra& roafon-
ings, of which the human mind is capable without
experience. A thoufand ideal fy{tems for focial per-
feltion, and for ameliorating the condition of man-
kind, and for making the way to Heaven eafier,
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have becn invented by the fanciful, the felf-confi-
dent and tle idle theorift, which, on experiment,
have been found the fruitful ivurces of affliction.
Habits of th.nkingand adlingare onc of the chief
bonds in fociety ; and let then: be broken, therc is
no fufficient principle in wcak and finful men to
preferve order ; but every man’s hand will be againdt
his neighbour, and the noble crcature man, as he
calls himfelf, in feeking the perfeltion of his nature
and of focial relations, finks to the dcepeft imper-
fection.—Change, therefore, fhculd be viewed on
every fide before it is adopted, and the conttitutions
of our fathers, in fentiments aund pratice, which
made them happy, fhould be reverenced until by
very cautious attempts in experience, we obtain a
demonftration that we are wifer than they.

TrHERE are two general tyuths in the text, which
it behoves us ferioufly to. confider.

I. TuAT by having the Lord for the portion of
our inheritance, the lines havefallen to usin pleafant
places, and we have had a goodly heritage, for which
we ought to praife God this day.

II. Taa'r if we haften after another or new gods,
new inftitutions, and new opinions concerning re-
ligion, morality, and the higheft perfection in focie-
ty, which this world admits, our lorrows will ne-
ceflarily be multiplied.

THE enfuing difcourfe is not meant to be pointed
againft any denomination of profeffing Chriftians,
who ferioufly believe in God, the divine Redeemer,
the holy Spirit who renews and fandtifies the hearts
of finners, and the facred fcriptures which contain a
perfet rule of faith and praétice ; but againft that
dangerous infidelity which attempts the fubverfion
of Chriftiain faith, and a godly converfation.

1. By having the Lord for the portion of our in.
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heritance, the lines are fallen to us in pleafant places
and we havea goodly heritage.

UnNbER this branch of difcourfe, we fhall confid-
er fome of the invaluable bleflings given us by a moft
gracious providerce. You obferve that the Pfalmift,
in celcbrating his mercies calls them an inheritance
and a heritage. T'he propcr meaning of thefe words,
is a patrimony or poflefiion derived trom our ancef-
tors and fathers. 'The thought of thefe mercies be-
ing aninhcritance, heightened his thankfgiving and
made him more tenacious to retain them. The fame
God had been the covenant Lord of his pious ancef-
try—had given them an excellent portion both of
earthly and heavenly bleflings, and tranfmitted down
the rich inheritance to him.  'We oughtto confider
this fubject in the fame point of view. Among all
our bleflings, the richeft are thofe, which we receiv-
ed as aninheritance from our fathers, furnifhed by
their labour, confecrated by their prayer, defended
by their blood, and arranged and modified in the
beft manner that human wifdom could teach, to be
handed down as a blefled patrimony to their children.

THis inheritance contains both temporal and fpir-
itual bleffings, each of which are worthy of our
moft grateful notice.

WE havereceived, as an inheritance, temporal blef-
fings in great abundance.~—A land, which, but a
few generations paft, was found by our fathers a
deep wildernefs, being cultivated by the fweat of
their brows, and replenifhed by the labor of their
hands with the comforts, conveniences and arts of
life, is given to the prefent generation of inhabi-
tants.—A land filled with all the fubftantial good,
which the earth affords, and by the multitude of its

roductions and the regularity of its feafons, under
the blefling of Heaven, perhaps, hitherto more uni-
formly preferved from want and famine, than any
other in the world.—A land falubrious and favora.
ble to the lives and health of men. Excepting a
late epidemic, in fome of our great cities, which
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muft happen without the greateft care of prevention
in themoft favorable climes, where multitudes are
crouded together, New-England and the adjoinin
tcrritories,%nave been extraordinary for healthfulnefs
and increafe.

OwinG to the plenty of our country and the in-
flitutions of fociety, there is fcarcely fuch a thing as
poor people among us, in the fenfe that the word
is ufed in almoft all other lands.—We are fenfible
that rich and poor are comparative terms, and, con- °
fequently, do not mean exatly the fame condition,
in all places. 'We alfo know, that by the operation
of many caufes in civilized fociety, there will be an
inequality of property. Some will poflefs more than
is really neceffary for their comfort, while others
muft, as they go along, expend their whole earnings,
But even thefe laft are not poor, in that deplorable
fenfe of the word, in which millions are found in
other lands. Except a few, who are unfortunate by
ficknefs and other extraordinary caufes, our poor,
with common induftry, may be decently clad,
can eat their wholefome meat and cleanly bread, and
have fome fhare in the comforts, as well as a fufh-
ciency of the neceflaries of life—~In the common
courfe of things, induftry will give a competence to
every family, and the fcanty meals, and total want
of bread and meat, which are fpoken of asthe lot
of millions elfewhere, are here unknown.

IN confequence of this plenty all are free. Free-
dom is an invaluable right oty all who are born a-
mong us. If there be no force applied to enflave,
and even if there be a civil conftitution, in its letter,
favorable to the liberties of men; yet the abjet po-
verty, of agreat part of the human race, obliges
themn to make, in fa&, a pledge of their freedom to
obtain the neceflary food of life. This alfo with us
1s unknown. Our civil conftitutions, which are fa-
vourable to freedom—our cuftoms in fociety which
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have a forcc equal to law—the competence, which
may be obtained b'y induftry, together with public
fentiment that is formed in childhood and carried
through life, permit all grades in fociety to fpeak,
think and act, with the independence of freedom ;
and no man’s fentiments are a crime, until they ev-
idently corrupt focicty, and produce a licentious

practice.

THE univerfal diffufion cf knowledge among all
ranks of men, is not only a rich blefling in the inheri-
tance we have received, but peculiar tous beyond any
part of theearth.—Qur tathers were carefulto found
public inftitutions of fcience. The fpirit of inquiry,
and the advantages flowing from thofe early founda-
tions of fcience, together with the public freedom
that is enjoyed by all orders of men, have made the
people and even the government careful, to encour-
age common {chools of inftrution, in every neigh-
borhood. The confequence is, that the children
of the pooreft underftand letters and figures, fo far,
as is neceflary for the ufeful arts and bufinefs of life.
The common fchool education of New-England,
with induftry and a found conttitution, will make
the young family happy, and if they perfeverc in
good condu&t, wealthy in their old age. Every
planter has his little Lordfhip, and there are neither
public nor private powers, which can make bhin

atraid.

T'o preferve their civil and religious freedom, was

a principal inotive, with our forefathers, to tranfmi-
rate a great ocean and fettle in a wildernefs. They
%ound the cbject they fought, thoughin a place then
dreary and uncultivated.—They joyfully embraced
and welcomed the freedom they had found, and
giving themfclves up 1o contentment with the hardy
fare of a new fettlement in the wildernefs, they crec-
ted the temple of civii and religious {reedom, and
with their pravers coafecrated it to divine preferva.
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tion, and the honor of Heaven, and tranfmitted it
as the beft patrimony to their dear children.—We
have received the dear bought pofieflion entire.
Whenever attacked, through the blefling of God,
it hath been defended. My hearers you now pof-
fefs civil and religious freedom, in the greateft per-
feftion that it is enjoyed on earth ; and I do verily
think, to as great perfetion, in all eflential matters,
as the depraved ftate of human nature admits.

CoNSIDER, firft, your civil freedom. The necef-
fity of fome laws in fociety will be acknowledged by
all, who are not delirious through licentioufnefs.
Thefe laws are the fame for all.  There are no dif-
tinguithed claffes of citizens exempted from an ob-
ligation to obey, as is the cafe under arbitrary gov-
ernments. There are none of the people, through
their poverty aud meannefs, caft out from the pro-
teion of the law. There is the fame rule, the
fame judgment for the high and the low——the rich
and the poor—for the law makers and the reft of
the inhabitants. Although thefe laws are made by
a feletion of men, the cioice of them is made fre-
quently, and by the whole body of the people. In
fuch a cafe, it is improbable that there will be un-
wife laws, in any matter of momentous confequence,
becaufe the interefts of the law makers and of the
eleCtors are the fame ; andit is to be prefumed, that
no man will knowingly ordain a law, that is againft
the true and higheft interefts, both of himfelf and
of his neighbor.—Still, as we know, that it be-
longs to human nature fome times to err, if any un-
wife ordinances be made, through inexperience or
party fpirit, the freedom and frequency of eletions
is a certain remedy, and the venerable public, in the
exercife of this right will foon do away the evil,
unlefs prevented by an external force.—This will
always be the cafe, while general knowledge is pre-
ferved among the people.—There may be occafional
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commotions, and ambitious men may. for a feafon,
feem to fhake the public interefts ; but the native
common fenfe of the people, and that dependance
and union of intereft, which ncceflarily take place,
in fociety, will prevail in the end to reficre tran-
quillity.

FurTHER we have the higheft degree of religious
freedom. There is nothing for which a great part
of mankind do more zcaloufly contend, than liberty
of confcience in matters of faith and religious prac-
tice, and this for two rezfons ; it regards the happi-
pinefs of both worlds, and they alone muft fhare in
the confequences of obedience or difobedience.
Alfo, as if i fuppofed, that God hath {pecially di-
re&ted men’s religious faith and practice, he is to be
obeyed according to their own confcientious under-
ftanding, and they can be anfwerable to no other.
"To obtain liberty of confcicnce, was a principal mo-
tive, which brought our fathers hither ; and miillions
of the human race have died martyrs, to vindicate
the truth and this natural right of man. This free-
dom we enjoy in the higheft perfection. We may
all profefs in matters of faith as we pleafe, and wor-
fhip God with fuch rites and ceremonies as aie
thought beft. Even among good Chriftians, there
will probably be a variety of fentiment in non-effen-
tial things, and all denominations arc allowed to fol-
low their own opinions and rites.

FarTHER, wchave reccived the chriftian religion
and facred {criptures, as part of this inheritance to all,
who will accept and obey them. ‘T'his is, in faét,
the richet part of our inheritance.  Furthly blef-
fings, great as they are, bear no comnparifon with the
bleflings which relate to eternity. L'he providence
of God, through the hands of our tathers, hath de-
livered to us the oracles of truth—the holy law
which is 1o be obeyed for our prefentand eternal good
—the gofp:l ot reconciliation, with all its divine
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doétrines and inflitutions—a {yftam of means for re.-
ligious inftruetion, and all the advantages which men
can pellefs for fecuring an inheritance to come, that
is incorruptible, undcfilc! and fadeth not away.—
How full of knowledee we be, concerning a multi-
tude of puints, both inbelict and practice, of which
men, jn muny other lands, are decply ignorant !
The da. ftar hath fhined from on high—the fon of
righteoufnefs, of peace and eternal glory, hath
anfen upon us. We huve chrifltian knowledge ;
chriftian frinds and comforts ; andif we are obedi-
ent, may ftand and look joytully upon a heritage
both temporal and eternal.

I may add, that we ought to rejoice in the chrif-
tian religion, as being in the higheft degree propi-
tious to civil freedom and civilization in manners.

AvLTHoUvcH it be an indifputable fat that our
blefled Redeemer difclaimed all temporal authority
and emoluments, and did not intermeddle with the
civil conftitutions of nations, yet his religion ftruck
a moft fatal blow to the tyrannies of the world.
Freedom will prevail, and tyranny and oppreflion
cannot reign, among a people, who are all animated
with a love and obedience to Chrift’s laws. nile
the chriftian religion is favorable to government,
and reprefents it as a divine inftitution, abfolutely ne-
ceﬂ'ary for men in this finful ftate ; it alfo denounces
the higheft difpleafure of God, againit all injuftice
and opppreflion. It gives rules, for the condu& of
thofe who have power, which, if obferved, would
banith unrighteous government from the earth. It
gives rules to thofe who are under the authority of
others, which will make them obedient to all right-
eous inftitutions, render them peaceful citizens, and
prevent all popular and licentious commotions.

a man, who is a chriftian indeed, in heart as well as
in profeflion, hath any difcretionary powers in his
hands, he will ufe them for the good of fociety and
of individuals. If any human laws are exprefled
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without caution, fo that they may be fpecioufly
wrefted from their true intent, he will dread fuch an
action, as among the greateft of evils. He will be =
father as well as a governor and judge to his people,
and feek the public good in all his thouﬁhts, words,
and a&tions. Hence the hiftory of mankind will at-
teft, that the chriftian religion, whencver bilieved
and pratifed in its purity, hath ameliorated the con-
dition of men.

HEerE, I am fenfible that Infidelity wilt make its
outcry, and inquire—Hath not the church been full
of tyranny ? Hath it not enflaved even kings and
empcrors, and aided the greatedt civil tyrants to op-
prefs and flay millions of their people? Certainly
this cap be faid with truth, only with reference to
the church of Rome in its days of profperity ? But
do not thofe, who fay and write thus, with a moft
infidious defizn againft our religion, know that the
true chriftianity condemns all thefe things ? Do they
not know, that our feriptures call thefe things anti-
chriftian inftcad of chriftian ? That the rife, pro-
grefs, and fall of this antichrift were matter of early
prophecy in our facred writings ? Do they not know,
that our chriftianity hath been as much oppofed and
hated bg this anti-chriftian power as it now is by in-
fidelity ¢ Do they not know that our fathers and we
have fallen under the anathemas of that apoftatized
body, and that by fetting the authority of general
councils, and human reafon and tradition above the
authority of the fcriptures, it bears a much greater re-
femblance to modern infidelity than it doth to our
chriftianity ? Do they not know, that the fathers of
this country, who formed all our civil and religious
inftitutions, were the moft of all men oppofed to fuch
4 falfe church—that they and their poflerity, in ev-
ery fucceeding generation, down to this time, have
oppofed it by argument, by fcripture, by a moft
watchful policy in every thing, and by every means,
¢xcept it be by perfecution, which is in every cafe
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unlawful ? Do they not know, that the profeflors of
chriftianity in this land believe, that the tyrannical
body, which hath falfely called itfelf a church of
Chnit, and which were guilty of the tyrannies allud-
ed to, is by the exprefs word of prophecy devoted
to an utter and moft awful dcftrué@tion, and that the
threatning is now marvelloufly executing by the
hands of infidelity ! Thofe, who have not knowl-
edge enough to underfland thefe faéts and truths,
ought not to fpcak or write on the fubjeét; and if
they do know them, to reprefent our chriftianity or
any of its inftitutions as dangerous to human liber-
ty, i8 a moft infidious and falfe charge. Let all
Chriftians bear it with meeknefs, knowing that they
muft pafs through bad as well as good report. But
we do not think, that thofe, who fay fuch things
concerning the chriftianity of this land, dare to be-
licve themielves ; and that it is a love of licentiouf-
nefs and a diflike of the purity and duties of religion,
which opens their lips to defame the chriftianity of
New-England.

IT is further known, that the religion we have re.
ceived from our forefathers, is moft friendly to civil-
ized manners. The fact is, that civilization and
chriftianity are fo intimately conneéted, that the lat-
ter can neither be introduced nor exift among the
moft favage people ; and whenever it hath been in-
troduced among nations partially civilized, it hath
completed the cultivation of their minds and man-
ners. I have given you fome outlines in a defcription
of the blefled inheritance we have received. Truly
the Lord is the portion of our inheritance, the lines
are fallen to usin pleafant places, and we havea
goodly heritage | What wife man would with an ex-
change! What man of found knowledge can point
out a change for the better, unlefs it be by more te-
nacioufly adhering to the inftitutions that ¥xave been
received, and living in better obedience to our holy
veligion! Or what good man, in reviewing the rich-
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nefs of our heritage, can refrain this day f-om praif-
ing the name of the Lord. But men d»fometimes
appear to be infatuated in their error.  Therefore {or
our admonition and fafeguard let us confid-r,

1. Toarif we haften after another or nev god:,
new inftitutions, and new cpinions concerning reli-
ion, morality, and the higheft perfectinon in focicty
which this world admits, our forrows will neceflarily
be multiplicd.—There are many more confiderations
rife in proo’ of this than I have niov' time to mention.

1. LET us confider, that this world wa: never de.
figned, by its glorious author, tobe a ftate of per-
fection. He hath affured us therc will be manv im-

cctions, many difappointments, and many evils
to be borne.  This arifes from the imperfection, in
which human nature will always be found, on this
fide the grave.~Whcn we look around on the na.
tions of the whole world, in their prefent condition ;
and caft our eyes back on the pagz of hiftory *o the
beginning, and find that there is not, and never hath
been a people, to whom, in all refpeéts, the lines
have fallen in more pleafant places, or had a more
goodl& heritaze, it is a high prefumpiive argument
againit changing our God and our inftitutiHne, It
fhows the wifdom, the penctration, the virtu: of
thofc anceftors, who delivered to us this inheritance.
It fhow. that the God they ferved was able to protest
them.—That the religious dottrines and practice,
which they embraced. were fufficient to make men
as happy anddprofperous, as they can be in the prefent
ftate of the world. Indecd, if we will attend to the
hiftory of our anccftors, in their leveral gon rations,
fince their fettlement in %his country, we fhall find
that all their attention and policy were turad to the
cltablithment of the molt portect fyftem of civil und
rcligious freedom ; and they managed this matter,
with wonderful fkill, to have the joint reign of law,
government and civil and religious liberty, and we
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find, that they were as much guarded againit the
licentioufnefs of the multitude without government
on one hand ; as they were againft the tyranny of a
few on the other.—Now my hearers what wife man,
knowing thefe things, would follow ftrange gods and
change our inftitutions.—A change in fuch a cafe
mufl be for the worfe, and many forrows would haf-
tily follow in its train.

2dly. Ir we look to the prefcnt flate of the Eu-
ropean nations, it affords a moft folemn ..gument
agairft nccdlefs changes and going after another
God.

T'HERE was, and ftill continues to be much,in the
ftate of moft of thefe nations which needed a change.
‘T'he principles of civil and religious oppreflion were
inwrought into their conftitutions, their laws, their
rights of power and office. and their manner of ad-
miniftration in almoft every department. This was
an excufe for a revolution in many places, and
made many excellent men join their hearts and hands
to the work, who have fince bitterly repented its be-
ginning. They have found revolution a more un-
inanageable thing than they expeted. But what-
ever inay arife from prefent revolutionary principles
in Europe, to 2dvance the happinefs of ages, to
comce 5 «nd howcever infinite wildom may oventule
them for the future wellbeing of mankind, 1 think
cvery candid man muft own that the prefent genera-
ticn kavefoundmifery in the extreme,andthathuman
forefight cannot conje€ture when it will end.  But
allcw there was nced of European revolu.ion in the
fulleft extent, whatis that to us? If their heritage
was corrupted and needed cleanfing byth: moft pain-
ful means, doth it follow that ours, which isin a
good meafurc unpolluted, ought to be attacked on
all quarters for the fake of experiment, and tobe in
thefafhion of dcftructicn ? This iscourting the judg-
ments of God, and fecking happinefs at the I{an s
of mikkry. Doubtlefs God is rightecus and wife,
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and will, in his own time, bring a better ftate of
things out of the prefent moft convulfed one in the
old world.—But if we do not need fuch convulfions,
why fhould we tempt them? and efpecially,
why thould we embrace thofe demoralizing princi-
ples of irreligion, which God its, as he did
the Prince of Babylon, to punifh thofe whom he
will have to be punifhed ! Demoralizing principles
are like fire, they ceafe to burn when the fuel is
expended. And if a better ftate of things fucceeds in
Europe, it will not probably be, until the fire of
infidelity is extinguifhed through a want of fuel to
feed upon.  When the objects of men’s lufts, and
the wealth and honor which they are ravithing from
hand tohand are deftroyed, then they may return and
confider that there is a law—a government in the
Univerfe, and a God who judgeth all the earth.
Why fhould we tempt fuch cvils by encouraging the
principles of impiety and irreligion. .

3dly. As the laft reafon againft going after ano-
ther or new gods, new inftitutions, and new opinions
in morality and religion, Imaymention, the threaten.
ingl of the true and everlafting Jehovah againft all
who forfake him. God, in his word, fpeaks of hea.
then nations as objeéts of his difpleafure, although
they never had his charaéter, will and laws as con-
tained in his word ; but he bears much longer with
them than he will with thofe who have apoftatized
from the faith and pratice of true religion. Be-
hold! what an awful monument of judgment anci-
ent lfracl have become to the world ! They had a
goodly heritage, but they hafted after another god,
and their forrows have been multiplied beyond any
other example ; and one end of a wife providence
in keeping them diftin¢t from other people, is to thew
them to the world as an objet of divine vengeance.
The Sadducees were infidels, the Pharifecs were
mere formalifts in duty, and the great body of the
people wholly unprincipled ; and thus to degenerate
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made them worthy of all God’s judgments. And
if we forfake the Lord—if we reject the chriftianity
that hath been delivered to us—if we drink in a
demoralizing infidelity—if we difcard the former
principles and opinions concerning God, or his mo-
ral government, and the duties of a pious life—if we
break up our old inftitutions of religion, order, and

overnment, the Lord will caufe our forrows to be
multiplied, in ways more fearful, more rapid, and
more defolating, than we are able to forefee. He
will punifh us by evils from abroad—he will defolate
us by the immcdiate ftrokes of his hand, and give
us up to devour ourfelves.

How fervently we ought this day to praife the
Lord, for Preferving us fo far, from thofe evils which
are defolating the world ! How folicitous not to be
enfnared, by the immoral principles, which have pre-
pared the fuffering nations for war, the cup of evil
which they now drink ! How careful not to caft a-
way chriftianity which was delivered down to us by
our progenitors. A calm indignation ought to arife
in our minds, when we hear thofe, who are ignorant
of hiftorical fats, deftitute of experience, and ful-
pected of infidel principles, defaming our forcfathers
as a fet of enthufiafts, who are to be regarded with
dithonor. We know they were men, and as men
liable to frailties, and t0 fome falfe opinions. Bat
let us enquire whether we have not more of thefe ?
Many of thofe, who firft fhaped the civil and religious
policy of this country, were among the greateft and
beft men of the age in which they lived. They
were pious men. They acknowle!gcd Chrift and
the holy fpirit. ‘They were luminarics in Europe in
fcience and virtue, before their tranflation hither—
‘They were braveand hardy—virtuous and wife—
they loved freedom and religion, and well knew that
to fear God and keep his commandments, is the road
to happincfsin time and eternity. Here they refted
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after a fore travel, and out of the reach of power to
awe them, and under theinfluence of love to God
and the human race, they formed a fyltem of law,
government and religion, greatly purified from the
corruptions under which the older countries groan-
ed. They originated a fet of habits, in thinking and
atting, w{nich have generally guided the common
peopfe of New-England to happinefs and virtue. |
do not fay thefe things to reprefent them as perfe(t,
or to flatter the feelings of their prefent pofterity ;
but to guard them againft cafting away chriftianity
committed to their care, we hope asa facred depofit
for generations to come. One of the modern means
for promoting impiety hath been to reprefent our an.
ceftors of whatever chriftian denomination they
were, as a fet of odious perfons, who had neither
knowledge nor honefty. Thedefign of defamin
the men is to obfcure the religion they tranfmitte
to us, the religion they loved; and to deftroy the
morality and the fabbath that have been a guard to
our public virtue. But while I believe a firm govern-
ment, civil and religious liberty, and the chriftian re-
ligion to be bleflings to mankind, I fhall with you
that hear me to be of the fame charaéter in all effen-
tial things, and that the world may be filled with fuch
as love and ferve God on Chriftian principles. Then
infidelity would tremble, and thofe, who are cor-
rupting the morality and faith of the world would
fly to their fecret places.—May the Lord blefs our
land——may he build up his church here and every
where—and make all of us faithful to the end.
AMEN,





