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ELECTION SERMMON

ROMANS, xun 7%, 8, 9.

Render thevefore 1o all their ducs @ tvibute, to
awhom (ribuie is due ; cuftom, to whom cuftom ;
Jear, to wwhom feor " bonor 10 wwhom beicr

Oe no raan any lbzmr but 1o Iove one anctiey :
for be that lovell anstber bath fulfilled the laz.

For this, Thou _/hlet not commit adullerv, Thon
Shalt uot kill, Thou fhalt not firal, Thou /Z)a/t 1ot
bear falfe 'z::zfne/v Thou fhalt not covet ; and
if there be any othcy commandment, il is briciv
comprebended in 1his faying, namely, T boy //Ja/t
Jove thy neighboui as thyfelf.

T‘HIS paflage, whichis a fummary of the
laws of Religion, may alfo be confidered
as a fummary of thofe pohtxcal and focial du-
ties, by which a nation 1s made happy. The
cha;ptcx in connection is the beft political dif-
fertation that was ever penned.  Without en-
tering into a comparifon of the feveral Kinds
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6. ELECTION SERMON. °

of srovernmcnt which men have erccted, the
writer confines himfelf to general truths and
duties, which are neceflary in all of them, are
founded in the nature of 10c1cty, and approved
by reafon and experience,

He begins the chapter with afferting the di
vine origin of civil government.  The povers
that be are ordained of (rod, whocver refiflellh the
zewer vofifleib the ordinmice of God. Infinite
wifdom fuffersus to chufe our own form of
government, and defignate the inftruments by
whom it fhall be exccuted ; but the ordinance

is {till the Lorp’s, and to refule obedience is
finning againft heavcn —Nor hath any man a
right to complam as the mftitution was de-
ﬁgncd for human good, and there 18 an eafy
way of rcconciling our own intercft with all the
powers ofa well regulated government.  For

rilers are not a terror lo good works but to the
evil.  BVilt thou then not be ¢ ifraid of the power 2
doft thou defire it to be a bleffing and not an
evil to thee? do rhat which is good and theu fhalt
bave praife of the fanre.  Lor be is the mirifter of
God 1o thee for geod.  Wherefore ye wnufl needs be
Jubjclt, nol tm{y Jor wwrath but confeience fake.

Arrer aflerting the divine origin and the
nceeflity of civil government, in fome of the
kinds practifed by men; the Apoftle recapitu-
lates, in our text, the principal duties by which
fociety 1s united, pmtu"t(d and made happy,
and fums up his def cription in thefe wards, Ard
i/ !!fsz fe any ofber commandment, il is Lricjly
compricndcd in this fayiig ihou flall lc/u 1hy nerghs-
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ELECTION SERMON. 4

douy as thyfelf.—If there be any political duty,
not otherwife exprefsly commanded, we may
find it in the great law of chriftian love this |
law direds rulers and fuk biects in every pofﬁble
connection, and will make them faithful in
their refpective places.  Onreview]ng the con-
nection of the chapter, it appcars that the Apol-
tic deﬁgncd our tcxt as a collection of political
maxims, by which fociety may be preferved,
and the great end of government be promoted

under whatever form or conftitution it fubfifis:
and on further attending to the {ame maxinis,
we find they are the eflential laws of religion,
vwhich were early given to men as a rule of du-
ty, and of their prelent and future well being.
I think this 1s a clear proof, that religion and a
well regulated civil government are {ubjects
which cannot be fcperated. A good ruler or
a good 1bject will not futfer thele laws to go
out of his view. Flappinefs is the great end
dcfigned by all focial inftitutions ; for this, the
laws and dutics of rcligion are enJomcd on crea-
tures by the wifdom of their maker; for the
fame end incnhave organized government, and
defined 1ts powers and dutics; both have rela-
tion to the focial capacitics and enjoyments of
connected minds, a: nd aim: ng at the fame end,
muft in a confiderable dwru, procure 1t by the
fame mcans.  So far as u_llqlon and govern-
ment deviate from cach other, one or the other
of them deviates from the nature of men, and
the eflects of their focial relation,

~ Harpinzss cannot {ubfift without loveand
jufllce, betwer & thole who are brought into. !




8 ELECTION SERMON.

conne&ion by the fupreme providence. The
bleflednefs of a perfect world, and the perfes-

tion of divine government, are reprefented to us
by the abundance of thefc virtues. We have
no reafon to fuppofe that {yftems of virtue or
law, eflentially difterent, arc necceflary for the
good government ot the heavenly and carthly
focicties; as they both aim at the {amc thing,
the happmefb of rational minds in union with
each other. There is notanidea, in the world,
more dangcrous to {ociety, or more debafing to

civil government, than this, thatic ftandsona

bafis of human wifdom and will, apart from
thofe great rcligious obligations, \Ahth direét
the manner a.nd duties ot murcouric in all
worlds.

Rericrow, or love, holinefs ana righteouf-
nefs, the names by which it is commonly called
In the facred oracles, 1s the conftitution and
baw of the fupreme government, by which the
Alnnghty 1s glorified, and his creatures connec-
ted 1n bleflednefs ; and the nature of intelligent
beings admits not a {~*»introducuon of other
principles; depart from thefe and weadt no
loncoer bike reajonable men or like chriftians.

Ovur 7 prehenfions of a perfect and glorious
fociety muft be defcctive e, as we huve not the
aid of experience; but 1n accounting to our-
felves tor the bleflednels and ftability of its or-
durs, weaiways conceive the perfect exercife of
relivion, as a caufc futheient for the eftect.  If
the laws of rcligion are fufhcient to render the
givine government moft g glouuus and }mppy ;
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angd if the practice of religion will give a future
perfection to the heavenly life, why are not the
fame principles and practice, the ftrength and
fafety of men’s government in this world. ‘The
Lorp our Gop governs according to the na-
ture of things, and his adminiftration always
ends well ; and are not men, when they act for
him in the temporary authorities of the world,
mcft like to fucceed, to fupport their own dig-
nity, and be a blefling to others, when they
adopt in their adminiftration and act from the
fame principle,

A rurer needs religion much more than his
uncfiicered brethren, to fuppoit his mind under
trials, and to guard him againft temptations.
When the refpectable citizen rifes from private
into public life, he muft expect to exchange
quictnefs for trouble ; honor, though alluring,
has its bicternefs and its dangers ; enemies be-
fore unknown, will rife up; the jealous will
fift all his actions, and what man can be fo
guarded as to have all his behavioar efcape cen-
fure ? The ambitious, thinking him in the way
of their own progrefs, will be his enemies.  To
fupport the mind under thefe evils, and lead it
into the cxcr ‘ife of prudence and patience, re-
ligion is neceffary.

To hold great power and places of confiden-
tial truft is a ftate of temptation, which every
inan cannot refift, and thole who are wife will
not accepr a call to public {ervice, until by
examination, they find in their hearts fixed
principles of fidelity. A bad man may feck
elevation, but it is only 2 good man who can

b
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bear it; many fhine in adverfity, which cools
the appetites and unfocial paffions ; but to
fhine in profperity ; to be humane and juft in
the circle of a court ; to be true and honora.
ble in the treatment of all mankind ; to be

righteous and honeft when power gives oppor-
tumty for oppreﬁing, the afliftance of fixed re-
liglous principles are certainly neceflary. If
religion be neceffary to affift us in the common
duties of life, it i1s more neceflary where duties
are multlphed- and enlarged.

Poriticar elevation is generally efteemed
honorable, but-it 1s not always attended with
honor, for this depends not ontheclevationitfelf,
but on the principles and conduct of the p\.rfon
who is raifed. What is true honor but the efs
teem and love of mankind on virtuous reafons ?
Hec who renders to all their dues--who preferves
him{elt from a tranfgreffion of Gop’ s})awa, by
m)urmg the purity, intereft or reputation of
others, and performs the political and brotherly
duties enjoined. in the command—thou {ha,xt
love thy neighbour as thyfelf; he hath an hon-
or which enemies cannot long ftain, nor timne
wipeaway. Buta profufion of knowle dge, and
the glare of grear. abilities, without fixed princi-
ples of love to Gop and men, arc like a fong,
the founds die away and the pleaﬁng fur prue of
the mind departs. ‘

Havinc made thefe general remarks on the
ufefulnefs ot religion in civil fociety, and in the
character of one who rules men ; that we may
{ec irs efhcacy n the clearcft manner, let us
morc accurately trace its nature and eftects
in the mind.
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IX

" We are now to confider the formatiofof a
character, which will be uniformly fupp#&rted
thro life, and where a fteady practice evidences
fome habitual difpofitions, that cannot be {ub-

verted by every flight temptation.

Tur great end of political aflociations is beft
anfwered where there is the moft perfect union;
and thofe principles are moft eflential to go-
vernment, which havc the greateft tendency to
produce union. ‘The interefts of individuals,
are by the emergencies of time thrown into
many fituations. We live with many others
‘whofe paffions are complicated, various and
pointed to their own perfonal ends.  Every lef-
fer diftrict, every family, and individual in the
family, hath iaterefts of its own.  If thefe pri-
vate interefts have a fupreme influence the ut-
moft evils will enfue. It is the bufinefs of
government to hold the balance between
them, to check the overbearing and point
them to a common good, and for this it
needs the affiftance of fome pervading focial
bond, and this bond can be no other than
yeligion, *

But few minds are fo enlightened in the in-
ftitution of nature and the fupreme wifdom
which formed it, as to fec that a purfuit of the
general good will be an eventual advancement
of each man’s private good ; and where there
1s this enlarged underftanding if the heart be
corrupt, the paflfions will rebel.

In all rational fociety there nceds fome
cementing principle of the heart, by which
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the minds ‘'who compofe it may be united,
have one intcreft, one common good, and one

happinefs.

Many philofophers, and politicians of renown
in their times, have cnqum,d tor this bond of
union without fuccefs, and feduced by their

own reafoniisg, have fubftituted art, corruption
or power.

CHri1sTrax love in its comprehenfion of vir-
tues, 1s the fupreme tie of {ocial connexion,
‘This is the fame as the Apoftle mcans, when he
{ays—owe no man any thing, but to love i ancther
—and if theve be any olber command, 1t &5 briefi iy
comprebended in this faying, thou fhalt love M:y
neighbour as thyfelf.—He that loveth his neigh.
bour hath fulfilled the law ; he will exercife ali
the varieties of love as they arc modified in the
actions of juftice, truth, mLegnty and benefi-
cence ; he will render to all their dues, tribute
to whom tribute 1s due, cuftom to whom cul-
tom, fear to whom fear, and honor t¢ whom
honor; he will reverence the propeity, peace
and reputation ot all mankind; and by his di-
vine love he will be made happy i doing goed
to others. Thou fhalt love the Lorp tny
Goo with all thy heart, withall thy ﬂrenqth
and with all thy mind, and thou fhalt love thy
neighbour as thyfclf, are the two agreate’t laws
of an enlightened policy, m cvery comr: ity
of reafonable creatures; this is religion i "~
heart, and the vifible praéhce of 1t 1s that rui.
gion in life, by which a man becomes a good
ruler, or a good fubject, according as Gob is
Plcafcd to ylace him. Thele firtt l:w.s of It
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gion are as excellent for earth as for Heaven;
and as good a directory in civil adminiftration,
as in chriftian living.

I wevlp not be underftood that the holy
{criptures are a code of civil law, nor that they
fuperceed its neceflity, nor that the religion of
Curist <letermines the moft proper conftituti-
on of nations. The divine 1aw and gofpel have
in view 2 mote comprehenfive object, the gov-
ernment, the glory and happinefs of the creati-
on; ftill they embrace thofe moral and religi-
ous principles, in all their varicties, on which
the happinefs and ftability of leffer {ocictics
muft depend.—L'ublic peace is the fruit of uni-
on—union 1s the refult of chrittian love and re-
ligion. When cvery man regards the welfare
of his brother and of the whole, the politice. bo-
dy is {trony, tull of energy and happinefs.

Tuese are the moft permancnt and fafe prin-
ciples on which fociety can be organized, aad
all ochers are liable to an e2{y difivlution. Pow-
er ;- coiftrain a ond of order in the ftate, but
1ts very appeaiance is gloomy, and it is deftitute
ot happinefs.  Fear which awes cannot {weeten
the heart and feelings of mankind; the fubjelt -
compelled to quietnefs by a dread of {everity, at
the fame moment withes revolt, and the pleafant
amities of hiving are all denied.—The felfith
paifions may be varioufly addreded, and a {yftem
of human art conftructed; L.t to how many
cafualtics it is fubject and how often annihilated
1In a mornent, the hiftory of empires is full of
witnels.  Juftice, truth, righteoufnefs and mer-
¢y are the {folid baiis of empire, and thefe are
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but branchés of religion or chriftian love. Ta
thefe permanent principles of fociety nothing
. may be oppofed, and the neceflity which men
fometimes urge 18 but a delufion. - All the vir-
tues of ‘a pious and good life, ought to be the
object of national encouragement. Thefe re-
concile the heart of the fubject to the welfare
of the whele and of his brethren,  They make
a ruler the friend and father of his country;
and might the heart of every citizen be infpir-
ed with thefe principles, the art and exercife
of government would become extremely {im-
ple, and each one would be influenced by his
feelings, to act in the iphere of his duty. Co-
ercion or an artful addrefs to the paflions of
shifferent orders of men would fall into difufe,
for 1t 1s only thro human degeneracy, that thefe
funiidiary aids can produce any benefit.

I am fenfible that human nature muft be
taken by the civil § >vernor as he finds it, and
thar there 1s not in the world a fufliciency of
true religion to eftect fo happy a ftate as 1s de-
friibed ; butitill he ought not to let thefe great
pnncxples of focicty go out of view, and if he
doth, will certainly injure the pubhc.

IT is not uncommon for {fome, on cbferving
men’s corruption, to embrace dangerous opin-
Iops on this fubjedt. Aiming at a wifc and
decp pelicy, they fubftitute col!uhon, intrigue,
and an artful addrefs to the patiions and inter
efts of parties, 1n the place of love, juftice and
truth. They infinuate that rclm;mn and 1ts 1n-
ftitutions have nothing to do with government
and civil policy, and that the moral cbligations
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which may be a fit Tubject for the exhortation of
2 clergyman, cannot be very ftrictly confulted
by thofe who manage the civil interefts of man-
kind. When any collection of people are o
corrupt, that they will not bear reproof and the
corrective reftraint of government, that peo-
ple ought to be difbanded and feel the correcs
tion of their own vices ; and that which oughr
to be done the natural operation of things will
ipcedily cffect.  Such repreientations as I juft
mentioned, may fometimes proceed wholly
from corruption of heart; an ambitious man,
who knows himfelf deftitute of relioious prin-
ciples, muft beunwilling to have their uieful-
nefs in fociety generally acknowledged; but
very often I belicve they proceed from an igno-
rance af human nature, and the nature of {o-
cicty. Tho the arts of corrupticn may f{uc-
ceed with a man for a few times, a lofs of pub-
lic confidence will put it out of his power to
repeat them often.  let him that rul.:h over
men be juft; ruling in the fear of the Lorbp, is
a law ot perpctual ufefulnefs, and derives its
fitnefs trom the nature of fociety ; indeed reli-
gion is the beft bond of fociety, and being fuch
is the beft {upport oi government.

Tno a diftinétion is made in the ftate, be-
tween the civil and Ecclefiaftical departments,
neicher of them 1s independent of the other.
Civility and the good order of political regu-
lations are a great advantage 1o religion ; reli-
gion and its inftitutions are the beft aid of
government, by ftrenethening the ruler’s hand,
and making the fub ccr faithful in his place,
and obedient to the general laws,
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Two the author of our holy religion aflumed
no temporal authority, and zave no opinion on
‘the feveral kinds of government, or the tem-
poral jurifdi¢tions of men; yect hie cftablithed
as firft principles in his church, thofe laws
which are eflential to the peace of every ftate;
on which every kind of authority muft ftand,
which can be a blefling to the people; or
which nerve the hand of government and pro-
tect the liberties of mankind. Hence we find
that wherever a juft underftanding of chrifti-
anity hath obtained, and its duties been prac-
tifed, they have had a benign influence on the
hiberty of nations: And where a contrary ef-
fect hath been aided by what men called reli-
gion, as was the cafe in the Papal Hierarchy,
it was owing to a fubverfion of the true prin-
ciples of chriftianity. A fpurious fuperftruc-
ture was raifed by the corruption of men,
falfely called by the name ot religion, and not
calculated to vefine either the afte¢tions or prac-
tice of the ¢ ople, but to aid a fecular power
by territying men, while thofe who were firft
in church and ftate thared their {pouls.

THE religion of Jesus, with no weapons in
its hand but thofe of truth and love, filently
fubverts oppreflion ; makes the pec)plc regular
in difcharging their dutics, and rulers upright
and humane in their adminiftration ; and there
necds no other means to fubvert the tyrannies
of the world, than the univerfal ipread and
practice of this religion.

WieN as fubjects, we find that religion af-
fifts us in doing all enjoined dutics, and re-
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conciles us to the intereft of the pul t.cand our
ncighbours, we muit fuppefe, that it will give
equal affiftance to thofe whom Gou appointeth
to be in authority over us; and that cheir man~
ners ought to be adorned by obedience to the
divine law. We fed fure that religion will
guard them againft temptations—Izad them
to a found policy—to libera! feelings—ro a pa-
ternal regard of the people, and an undauanted
fupport of juiftice, |

Ir there be not a miftake in thefe leading
propofitions, the following important conclu-
fion muft be received ; that withour rehigion
no fociety whatever can long fubfift in peace, or
thofc who are members of 1t have realcii to re-
joice in the connexion.

Tue fupreme will commands religion, for
its ufcfulnefs to his connected creatures. He
faw that by this, the minds he created would
beccome happy, and be jeined in a communion,
that makes the advantage of cach one, matter
of joy to the whole, and the dignity and per-
fection of the whole, an object of delight ta
cach individual.  He faw that thus the intelli-
ligent Kingdom would have one fpirit, one in-
tereft and one happinefs. On what other
foundation can rationa! and ufeful union fub-
fift in this world ? In both cafes the fubjeéls are
the fame and have thie fame powers, faculues
and capacitics. Do not thole perfons theie-
fore act unnaturally, and againt the laws of
exillence, who artempt the cftablifliment of
any focicty on other principles befide thofe of
religion? are not their espectations of its per-

C
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18 ELECTION SERMON,

manency without reafon ? Have we not always
found thc {pirit of religion our beft affiftance
in the duties and connexions of life ? Have we
not found cur families happy, in the fame pro-
portion, as its {pirit and orders reigned in
them? Or 1ookm;=\ pack on the civil f’(ate can
we recolleCt a fingic inftance of public injuf-

f'f‘e, or the femblance of it, or thc extraordi-

: i:
l'y pff‘vﬂ‘f‘nce OF ""‘}" I'R‘.uuaxu.], wuu,li V' 49
ot §

not followed with great evils? The law of Gon
and nature can never be repealed.

Tir conclufion extends itfelf ftill further;
Firft, that it is the right; and Sccendly, thatit
is the dut ty of civil rulers to protect religion.

Firt, it is theirright.  Jt is a plain maxim of
reafon, that the civil ftate is vefted with all ne-
ccﬁaxy powers of felt-prefervation.  If it be
fawful tor mankind to combine in a political
union, they have nght to perpetuate the eftab-
lxihment and as the paflions of mcn are, there
can be no comnfortable living without fuch ef-
tablithments.  To deny civil government the
right of protelting religion, and fupprefling ir-
rchgxon is deaying it the mott effential means of
felf-prcfcrvatlon. All kinds of vice militate
againft the flate, and religion in the modifica-

tion of its virtues are its fafe-guard. To or-
aanize the civil ftate, and appoint a number of
the people to be rulcra to commit the public
to their charge and make them refponfible tor
its well-being; and then to deny them the means
and power of pxortdmg and encouraging reli-
cion, is a fevere requirement.  1f any man ac-
f(ptx the charge, under this reftri¢tion he pro-
miics beyond human performance.

——
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Secondly, It is the duty of rulers to protect
and cncourage religion, and of the people to ai-
fiit them in doing it. The public weal 13 the
‘moft facred of ail earthly betruftments. Eve-
ry man when called to oftice, hath an opportu-
nity to refufe this care, if he thinks himfelf in-
capable, or finds that his heart is not honeit
enough to do it with fidelity ; but when the
truft is accepted, the obligations to a faithful
performance are moft facred.  No light caufes
will excufe either the civil, or religious minif-
ter of the public, for unfaithfulnefs in the du-
ties of his office. The happinefs of an indivi-
dual is dear, and the forfeit of it more bitter
than can be deiciibed ; how much more dear
the aggregate nappinefs of the public bod7?
Iintering 1nto focicty, we depofit our proper: y
lives, friends and happincfs, in the hand of tlic
public ; the public recommit this truft to the
carc of rulers, and give thema right and pow-
er to fee it inviolably preferved. If rcligion
and its inftitutions be the moft certain means to
preferve, is 1t not their duty to protelt and en-
courage virtue and piety? Or can any man be
called faithful i1n his appointment, who hath
neglected to give this encouragement, both offi-
cially and in the private example of his life?
-He hath had the vifible dignity, but with a con-
{cioufnefs of unfaithfulnels, can he feel honor-
able to himf{clf, or be {o vain as to fuppofe that
he 1s refpected in the hearts of the people ? Un-
der a conviction of the truth I have urged, can
he look back upon himfelf with a peacetul con-
fcience ? The parent who hath been a fearer of
the Lord, and a faithtul fubjeét and citizen,
when he {ces his family corrupted by fuch irre-

’
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ligion as the ftate ought to fupprefs, hath reafon
to complam that his expence and allegiance
have not been repayed by that guardian care,
which he had a right ro expect from the civil
power, = 'ich alone can ftop the fources and
punith the inftruments of corruption.

May I be fuffered to {uggeft another ferious
truth. The governmentis the LorDs; menare
the inflruments of provi idence w1 arranging its
powers and dutics, and appointing proper per-
OHns to execute them ; the governmentis {till the
Lorp’s.  1le commits his creatures to fuch of
their brethren, asare fuppofed to have moft wif-
domand difcrecinefs. The whole carthly ftate,
is defigned as a {chool of inftruétion, and cor-
rection to mature {uch virtues, as will make
mien p crfectly happy inanother lite. Thisisonc
end of government, for we cannot difconnedt
time and eternity. ‘This great people are placed
in the hands of their rulers, by Almighty Goo
their tender rather and Saviour.  He fits {u-
premic King and expects tidelity tromall ; every
carcand ex emontl at fuch rc_hgxon beencourag-
ed, as will fecure prefent and cternal happinefs,
Could we keep alive a fenfc of divine things,
aid the connexion between this and anothu
world, thefe truths would make a deep imprefl-
ion on all our hearts.

By commending religion to the protec’lion of
the ftate, and the pragtlcc of 1ts leading charac-
ters, I do not mean to urge an intolerant and
perfecuting {pirit, which is very ditferent from
a tender care of piety.  Many difterences of
opinion in a land of Chriftian light, are con-
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ceraing the non-efientials and the ritual of re-
licion. Several of thefe matters, the great head
of the Church when he was.on earth, did not
think proper to determine.  “Lheir propricty
often depends on local or temporary circum-
ftances, or on the particular conftruction and
feelings of different minds. Such differences
when confcientioufly maintained, have not =
dangerous effect cither on the cflentials cf rcli-
gion, or good order of the ftate; and govern-
ment may tolerate them with fafety, If we
Jook thro the chriftian fectaries, who difter 1n
ccremonies and words, candor will percelve,
that the greateft number of them unite, 1n the
weighty matters of faith, picty, religicn and juf-
tice, towards Gop and towards men, A diftu-
fion of knowledge is now advancing a liberai
{pirit. May the Great Hcad of the Church
haften the period, when thofe who think alike,
concerning a divine love, juftice, faith and truth,
may join their hands and hail a future meeting in
Fleaven, where ceremonies and modes of ex-
preffion will not feparate brethren.  Experi-
ence hath taught, that tolerancy in thefe things
1s the moft powerful means of union; and a
confcientious government will find little difh-
culty in determining when to encourage and
when coerce,

But while weipeak of aliberal fpirit, let not
immoraliry and irrelioion think they have a
right to our tendernefs.  Liberality is a divine
aftection of the heart, a love of the truth and of
men, and cannot be pleaied with vice.  True
liberality is chriftian love, and delights in Goo

and in al] the virtues he commandeth, and is
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moft miftaken by fucli perfons, as triumpi in
vice over the focial obligations : If there be who
fpeak with lightnefs of a moft perfcét aind glo-
rious providence ; if there be, who think the
may treat the religion of their brethren wit
hightnefs; if there be a few, cither {fo odd or
weak in their way of thinking, as not to fee in
our facred books, truths moft favorable to focie-~
ty, and a moft glorious defcription of the Al-
mighty, his juftice and goodnefs; if theie be,
who live wicked and immoral lives, they ought
not to think it confiftent cither with the digni-
ty or fafety of the ftate to protect their fins, A
delirious man is to be pitied, but for his fake a
nation cannot change its inftitutions: An im-
moral man 1s a {ubject ot our forgivenefs and
praveras chriflians, and of cur neighbourly of-
fices as citizens; but r-qft not expedt, that
the vencrable public, wili fuffer him to {port
with the principles of their exiftence,

Ovur fubjeét admits a variety of practical in-
fexences, on which 1 may not enlarge. 1t in-
ftructs us all Low to be good citizens: Fvery
man I1s a member in the political body; and
every member hath a place in which it may be
ufeful. If any are not ufeful, it is their fault;
for divine wifdom hath {o orgranized the body,
there is a place, a bufinefs and a duty for all.
The'man who doth his duty, be his fervice what
it may, deferves well of the ftate.  No order,
profcflion or employment, mav fay to another,
there is no need of thee.  All will do well if
they refpect the great principles of religion, 1f
their hearts poflefs divine love, and their prac-
tice be in obedience to the law of Gop; and
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without thefe a man’s charaller will be defect-
ive, whether he movc in a high {phere, or hath
a humble place in the ftate, Religion wiil
make us contented with fuch place ard en-
ployment as providence appointeth, and autho-
r1ze us to think of ourfelves we are not ufelefs,
Thewantof religion, if it doth not makea perfon
entirely uﬁlefs, yet in a great mealure deftroys
hirn to mankind ; and our rifing admiration of
his ufetul 1ccomph{hmcnts, diffolves in tears
of {orrow for degenerate human nature,

Our f{ubjeét reproves all thofe vices injuri-
ous to fociety, and none is more {o than a par-
ty {pirit.  Partial affection for local diftricts
and their interefts, muft breed oppofition, and
the general good will be forgotten in interefted

altercation, But of all party intrigue, that is
the mott open infult on the dlgmty of a free
ftatc, and moft threatening to its happinefs,
when offices are bartered for emolument, and
dignities divided by private influence. Such
thmoq religion torbids, and decency with a figh
turns her face trom the feene.

Rericron forbids, and when it prevails a-
mong a people will prevent, the cruel practice
of privately ilandering the reputation ot eleva-
ted characters.  To vound in the dark is an
cafy thing, and a fmall capacity influenced by
a bad heart can do it cffcétually.  Unfounded
jealoufics, are as dangerous to the public as to
thofe who {uffer them, and by being often re-
peated, fhake the foundation’ of government,
and place the worthy and unworthy, on the fame
level of confidence in the minds of the people.
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RericroN is the beft friend of men’s liberties
and properties. Undert his influence, govern.
ment will be juft toall its engagements, and the
interefl of every citizen ftand fecure, on the ba-
fis of cquity and juftice.  Where the {pirit and
practice of religion reigns, the figh of op-
preffion will ceafe, and mien no longer groan
under the power of their brethren. A great
part of the happinefs of the world, muft be at-
tributed 7o the humane mfuence of the religi-
on of Jrsus, and the remainder of oppreflion 19
a witnefs how impertedtly his doctrines are un-
derftood, and how hittlethere isof his fpirit, even
i the countries whirch are cailed chriftian.  On
the ground of prophetic aflurance we expect a
day, 1in which this religion fhall fill the earth,
and when 1t happens, there wili be no traffick in
the bodies and touls ot men ; oppreflion and {la-
very will ceate and the imageof the Creator in
rcaion and underftanding, will be allowed as cvi-
dencc of a right o the privileges of his family.

Our fubiedt recommends to the rulers of the
ftate, an encouragement of all thofe inftitutions,
by which religion and {cience are diftufed
among the people. It 1s the manner of divine
wifdom, to work by means regularly eftablith-
ed. When the inftitutions of religion fall into
dilrepute, we have no right to expect, that the
{pirit of picty will prevail among the people.
The viitble orders ot religion are an inclofure,
which hiolds its friends together ; and under an
idea of tolerancy many have run 1to an oppo-
f1te extrenmic of opinion, that in all cafes where
men pretend confaence, they eucht to be ex-
anpted from the direction of law. o argue
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much on thefe matters may not be falutary, but
I think a little attention will determine the
point ; for when we look on thofe diftricts
within the United States, in which ail legsi
proteltion hath been denied to the inftitutions
of religion, we can cafily trace the political
evils, jcaloufiesand confufion which have enfued.

Science is friendly io religion and good or-
der, and on this ground claims protection from
government.  The expences of education are
the moft economical depofit which can be made
for the libertics of our offspring. Men of in-
formation will neither forfeit, nor guictly {ub-
mit to the lofs of their civil rwhts ; but the 1g-
norant are enfnared by their brethren. Much
therefore 1s due to the minds of our youth, who
will fill the firft offices 1n the ftate and in the
church and be the only pillars of order, when

a few ycars have laid this honorable and pious
Affembly in the dutft.

IF religion and fcience are the firength of
the ftate, and the prefervation of public liberty,
we ought to reflect with gratitude on the good-
nefs ot Gop, in furnithing fo many characters
eminent in both. When we look on this col-
lection, it calls to cur remembrance many of
our fathers, who, by their piety and Wlfdom
were plllars 1n our Ifracl and who now receive
a more permanent reward than men can give,
It is buta {mall return, which even a grate-
ful pcople can make to the fidelity of their
rulers; but tho we cannot reward, an acknow-
ledgement of the obligation is beautiful, and
muft encourage their hearts in doing us good,

D .
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The chief officers of the ftate, who are gathered
before the Lorp on this occaﬁon to blefs his

name and afk his prefence, have a right to our
dutiful addrefs.

MaAY 1T PLEASE YOUR EXCILLENCY,

Tur Gobp of our fathers who hath all power
and dominion, hath been pleafcd to put an
1mpormnt truit into your hands, and felect you
as the inftrument of exercifing his government,
and d‘fpenfing his favor to this pecople. Tho
an clcvated fiation among men, cannot diveft
you of the wecaknefles of humanity; tho we
make no dorbt, but in the prefence of a high-
er ruler you feel in your{clt all the imperfecti-
ons of a creature; yet you will indulge us in re-
turning our thanks, for many benefits you have
rendered to the ﬁage and efpecially for the un-
deviating teftimony you have borne in favor of
religion, both by your precept and example.
Much is in the power of your excellercy; tho
“the Gods of the people muft die like men, and
be foon reduced to a level with their brethren
yet they have a weighty influence on public
opinion and practice, and the happinels of ma-
ny, perhaps even for another world, ftands or
falls with them. Imprefled with this truth, we
look to our firft Magiflrate to do more than
any other man can do. You ftand in the place
of the Lorbp to this people—they confider you
cloathed with an authority from Heaven—they
have confidence in your fingular art of prefid-
ing with united firmnefs and moderation—
through a good opinion of your judgment, as
well as an inclination men have to imitate the
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great, they will be flrongly impelled by your
example. While fubordina.c orders of men in
the ftate have their {phere of duty and influ-
ence, we look to you, Sir, to be the moft decid-
ed and powerful friend of that religion and
rightcoufnefs, whict is the'true wifdom of gov-
ernment, and will eftablith our profperity on a
permanent bafis. 'To our rulers, and chielly to
your care, we have committed every thing that
is dear to us on earth ; our lives, properties, li-
berties and happinefs, hoping that by a mild
adminiftration, you may be able to preferve the
betruftment; but if feverity be at any time ne-
ceflary, to reftraun the invafions of vice, we thall
pray without ceating, that the Gop of Fcaven
wili give you wifdom to ufc the fword he hath
put into your hand. The honor of being firft
among many Is grecat; but much greater is the
honor of being taithtul to Gop who hath giv-
en this appointrient, and of exercifing it like
a good man; and while we gratefully acknow-
ledge the dignity of your ftation, we befeech
the molt high to make you a chriftian indeed,
and fill your hecart with the comforts of unde-
filed religion.  The reward which we cannot
give, your Excellency will find in living near
to Gop, in feeling your dependence on his
grace thro the Redcemer, and in adoring his
holinefs.  When wearied with the cares of
State, 1n the retirement of devotion you will
fcel and fay, it 1s good to be here. And when
Almighty Gop takes you from this pcople and
the honorable trufts he hath given you on carth,
may you dwell forever 1n lus love,

'~ S —
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May I likewife be permitted to exprefs the
public regard and expectations, to the Honor-

abie Lieutenant-Governor, the Council, and
Houfe of Affembly.

HonoraBLE GENTLEMEN,

‘I'n1s annual prefentment before Gop, of the
Rulers and chiet Eftates of the land, is an event
which muft intereft the feelings of a pious
mind. It cannot fail to enkindle in us a reve-
rent devotion, when we behold the princes, thc
hiads of tamilies and reprefentatives of the
ple, addrethng our hcavcnly King for his ble{a
fing and direction. This anniverfary of wor-
fli:) 15 a {folemn engagement before Gop, that
the coverniment fhall be according to "1s will ;
that a re/pect for his inftitutions thall be main-

ta:ncd, and religion encouraged. 1f you, who
are the honorables of the land, countenance
virtue aad juftice; if piety is confpxcuous n
your lives ; if induftry, temperance, juftice and
a fcar of Gop, are patromzed by the laws you
enatt; if you appoint perfons of wifdom and
'dxicrtct goodnefs to execute the laws of the
State; good order will prevail and vice e
athamed: But without this aid from you, Hon-
orable Gentlemen, there is reafon to expect
that licentioufnefs will bresk over every bar-
rier, dithonor Gop who hath f{o often protected
this people and their fathers, and inducea gen-
eral wretchednefs.  The experience of all peo-
pie witnefies the facred truth, that rightcouf-
nefs exalteth a nation; and .. is alfo a truth as
certainly known, that ‘the manners of a people,

do in a great meafure take their complexion
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from public meafures. When we confider how

much your refpectable body can do for Gop,

and the eternal intereft of men, we muft earn-
eftly folicit your care, to prelerve the purity
of the people, to encourage good living, and
reward by your confidence in them, fuch men
as fear the Lorp and obey his law,

THE local fituation of your honorable body,
in every part of the State; your opportunity
for perfonal obfervation of the manners 1n eve-
ry diftri¢t ;—the force of your example, unit-
ed with legiflative authority, will eflentially aid
you in doing what is requefted. The harmo-
ny of the pcople and peace of the land follows
the harmony and union of their Rulers; and
when the citizens fee that every kind of vice is
difcountenanced by thofe in dignified ftations,
it will be a powertul guard of their principles
and manners. To ftand the guardians of pub-
lic happinefs is a folemn fituation, and one in
which every man needs to be divinely affifted.
—Honorable Gentlemen, may the Gobp of wif-
dom make you fkilful to govern and wife unto
eternal peace.

Tux fons of Aaron are alfo béfo_re the Lorp.
The fanctity of their profeflion, and its near

tonnection with my fubjelt, naturally calls my
addrefs to them ;

RevirenD FaTHERS AND BRETHREN,

Tue duty incumbent on all chriftian citi-
zens, piety towards Gop, and rightecufnefs and
Jove to men, is doubly incumbent on us. We

. s “"“%*a“me
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are confecrated to the fervice of religion, and
under the moft folemn vows. There is every
reafon, that we ufc a greater diligence than oth-
er men, in prometing a divine knowledge of
Gob and his Son, love, faith, vital piety, expe-
rimental religion and a good practice. If thofc
who act in the civil department, are judged
guilty for {piritual negligence; how much
greater Is the criminality of a gofpel minifter,

who is exprefsly fet apart as a watchman for the
fouls of men.  From the advantage to be deri-
ved in this life, we have the fame inducement
as other men, to urge the power and practice of
godhnei» ; national profperity 1s a motive which
will animate the heart of every good man.

Tho not cloathed with civil power, we are con-
nected with the ftate.  Wifc men of every pro-
feflion, know the falutary iufluence of an en-
lmhtened and pious clergy, on the civil fyflem,

and therefore much is cxpected from us; and |

~ much may be done ta advance juftice and pcace,

encourage obedience to the laws, and {irength~

~en the hand of government.  But more weigh-
-ty confiderations are drawn from another world,

‘the fouls of this people arc to be happy or
wretched forever, and of this happinefs or mif-
ery we are the meflengers. Vo defcribe the
perfeitions and will of Gop ; to affert his gov-
ernment, and declare his w 1ath againit {in; to
publifh the Gofpe: of Jesus Curist, and ex-
plain its peculiar doctrines, which are full of
holinefs and love ; to urge a chniftian faith and
pra«jice to cncourage men by the glory pro-
mifed to godlinefs, and awaken them by the
terrors of the Lorp prepared to avengce ini-
quity ; to be an example to the church in
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humility, fobriety and every grace, are our pe-
culiar duties; and we cannot excel in them
without much labour and prayer. For the
right performance of thefe duties, there is a pe-
culiar ncceflity that we take much care of our
own hearts, and be perfonally warmed with
love to Gop and men.  Whatever aflifts us to
love religion, will furnith us with minifterial
accomplifhments, efpecially toabound in pray-
er, will comfort, eniighten and afiift us in eve-
ry duty, and give us a happy preparation, thro
divine mercy, for that immortality which we
preach to others. Let us be united in a fer-
vent charity, and in {upplication for an out-
powering of the {pirit, on us and on our church-
es, and when our Lorp cometh he will make us
perfect unto eternal peace.

My Brethren of every charalter, let us re-
{olve here befere the Lorp that we will ferve
him. Bleffed are the righteous; but one fin-
ner deftroyeth much good, and difturbeth his
land. This honorable legiflature are the anoint-
ed ones of the Lorp ; 1t 1s our duty to pray
that they may be endowed with wifdom, to
give them reverence, and to honor all the Judg-
cs and minifters of juftice inthe land. OQur
political happinefs in a great degree depends
on our own condudt, for a vicious people can-
not be a happy one.

Especiarry let us endeavour by faith and
patience, by charity and good works, to obtain
the promifes, and {ccure to ourfelves a habita-
tion not made with hands, eternal in the hea-
vens.  How precious are thefe moments of
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time, and who can delcribe how much depends
on a right improvement of them? The {oul
which remains in fin fhall die; but for the
pure in heart, thcre 1s referved an inheritance,
incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not
away. AMEN,
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