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I nave now finished tha brief review of those
difentes which are most important in the criminal code
of the Uniled States. And happy should I be, if I
dould congratuiate you on the peace and general pros-
perily of our country withont mingiing emotions of a
painful nature, Bt how is it possible to enter this
hall of justice and cast my eyes among my brethren
at the bar, without missing one, who for many years
has heen its dlstmguwhed ornaient.

On ordinary occasions of the loss of private or
professionsl friends we may properly bury our sorrows
in our own bosoms. In such cases the public do not
feel that deep sympathy, which authorises us to speak
aloud our anguish and disquiciude.  But when such
men, as Mr. Dexter die, 'the loss is ”emphaticnlly ;)
puhl*c logs, and th2 mourners are the whole nation.
T'o give utierance to our feelings is therefore a solemu
duty., Tt is fit that the exnmple of the great and geod
shouid bo brought forward for the imitation of the
young and um‘bltmus that gratitude for eminent ser-
viets should find a voice ag public as the decds;

aié fnat exalted genius, when it lias cansed io aftract
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adwiration by living splendeur, should be consecrai-
ed in the memories of those, whom it has ivstrpetodd
or preserved.

I feel assured therefore that I am not stepping
aside from the path of duty, or pressing undaly upon
your atteniion, by devoting a few minutes of your
time to a skeich of the history and charscier of this
tlusinous lawyer and statesman., |

#r. Pexter was descended from a highly respect.
able parentage. His grandfather was a clergyman,
His {ather, tho Hon, Samuel Bexter, was a merchant,
and resia2d many years at Boston, where bis son
Samuel was born in the year 4764, 'Fhe father carly
distinguished himself in the struggles between the
erown and the peeple of Massachuselts previons {o
the revelution ; and for his publie services was seve-
ral times elecied o the Couneil, by the House of
Represeniatives, and as often rejected by the royal
governor of the province. Fe was at length admitted
to a seat :n the Couneil by tlic prudence or the fears
of the exceative ; but in 4774 was again negaitved
“ by tha express commands of his majesty.” Lo
wards the €iose of his life he retived altogether from
sabtic affiira, and engaged in a profosad juvestigation
of tun gyvesi doctrines of theology. At his death be
pequetineSs pendsome legacy to Harvard University
for the encouvagement of biblical eriticism 3 and upon
this bonorabls foundation the Dexter lectureship has
since been eastablished.

Mr. Dexter, the son, after the usual preparatory
stedies, was matrienl ‘ed at Harvard University in
1777, and received bis irst degree of bacheionof arts
in 784, During his residence at the University ke
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zave ample premise of those talenty, which shed so
much lusire on his riper years. At 2 public exhibi.
tion he delivered a poem, which was at that i re-
ceived with greal applause, and is siill constdered as
highly creditable to Lis tasle and judgment. Un re-
eeiving his degree he was selected for the first lilerary
honors in his class, whieh he sustained with 1ncreas-
ing reputation.

He now determined fo engage in the professien of
the law, a science, whose acutc distinctions and logie-
al sirncture were wonderfully adapled (o mvigorate
and develope the powers of his understanding., Re
passed the usual preparatory {erm al Worcesfer; un.
der the tuition of the Hon, Levi Lincoln, then an emi-
nent counsellor at the bar, aud since Lieut, Governour
of the Cowmmonwealth. DBuring this period, and for
several years after his admission to the bar, Mr. Dex-
ter devoted himself with unceasing assiduily fc ac-
quire the elements of law 5 and, as may be easily sup-
posed from his greal abilities, he was completely sue-
cessful in his purposes.  Notwithstanding many dis-
couragements of a public nature which at that {ime
pressed heavily on young lawyers, Mr. Bexter rose
rapidly into professional netice, and soon found him-
self surrounded with clicnts and business. In 2
shoft fime he was- chesen to the MStale Legielature
and his sound judgment and comprehensive policy
gave him great weight and infloence in all the delib-
crattons of that bLody. KFrem the Staie Legislature
he was transferred {o the Cengress of the United
Stales, being first elected to the House of Represen-
tatives, and afterwards to the Senate, by the suflrages
of s native state. Perhaps there has been ne period



ginee the establishment of the governmeni, which moie
imperiously demaunded all the foresighi, virtue, and
discretion of the ablest stalesmen, than that in which
Mr. Dexier was called {o assist in the national coun-
eils, ‘Fhe fivst talents in the vespective parties, which
then divided the country, were drawn into Congress.
The floors of the twe houses became a vast amphi-
theatre, on which the struggles for political power and.
priveiple were maintained with all tho eloquence of
rheloric, and sirength of reasoning, which ihe zeal of
party could enkindle in nobie minds. The most deep
and 1mpassioned feelings toock pussession of the nation
itself ;5 and the same thrilling scusations, which agita-
ted- Congress, electrified the whole continent. I
seemed, as if every power of tlie buman mied was
sumneoned to ifs proper business, snd streiched to the
most Infense exertion. Many of you can reeal the
emotions of those days 3 and to those of vs, who were
then reposing in academic shades, the light, that burst
from the walls of Congress, seemed reflected back
from every coitage in the country. At no period of
bis life did Mr. Dexter more complctely sustain his
reputation for extraordinary talents. His clear and
forcible argumentation, his earncst and affecting ad-
wonitions, and his infrepid and original develepement
ot principles cnd measures;gdve lim a weight of Au-
thority, which it was difficalt to resist. Perbaps neo
man was ever heard by his political opponents with
more profound and upaffected respeet. |
Mr. Dexter resigned bis seat in the senafe on his
appoiniment as Secretury of War under the adminis..
iration of Presidenit Adams., He next received the
. office of Becretary of the Treasury; and during a
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shori peried of vacancy discharged 2lzo the functions
of the department of Btate. These were to Mr. Bex-
ter new and untrodden paths.  The habits of his life,
and the puorsui‘s of lis mind were ifl suited to that
minute diligence and those intricate details, which the
husiness of war and finance unavoidably impose upon
the incumbents of oflice. He feit a great reluetance
to engage in such employments, for wlncu he profess-
¢d no pecuh....r relish, and in which his forensic disci-
pline and senatorial experience might not alwarys
cutde him {o correet vesulés,  Hig acceptance of theso
Ligh staliops was not therefore without much hesita.
tion ¢ bud h'nmg aceepled, he immediately employed
the whote v izour of lus mind to attain the mastery of
all their multifarious duties. That he fully accom.
plished his purpeses can he no surprise to those, whe
Knew him, Buch was nis intcllectual capsacity and
drecriminaiion that, what he had the wish to acquire,
cost him {ar less, than any other man. The readi.
ness, with which he received knowledge, seemed at
times almost like instaniancous inspiration. He did
notoften choose to engage in laboricus iniuiries 5 but
he had the necessary firmness and perseverance fo at.
tatnn, whatever was essenilal fo his ambiiion or pr-
lic duties, H

- Fowards the closk of Ar. Adams's admimatmtmu
ne was offered s forcign embassy, which he declined §
and upon the accession of Mr, Jeflferson to the pmsi-
tlency he resigned his public employments, and re.
turned to the pmctmc of the law with unabated zeal.
¥rom this period he engaged less in political contro-
versies 3 and rcserved himself principally for profes-
slonal or theological researches. e had always ac-
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custoed himself to an independence of thinking up-
on all subjects, legal, political and religious. e
subseribed te no man’s creed ; and dealt in the dog-
mas of the school of no master; but he examincd.
weighed, and decided every thing for himwself. He
ohserved, or thought he observed, that pariies were
gradually changing their policy and principles 5 and
on this aecount hie seems to have felt less desire to en-
gage i controversies, where his judgment and politi.
c:ﬁ fricndships might nol wlways be reconcileabic!
Gn two memorable DECASIONS,: which are vel fresh in
our reeollections, he ook an active political part, 1
refer to his opposition fo the embarge and non-inter-
course system, and his support of the late war. But ex-
cept in these instances, he rarely, if ever, appeared
after his veturn to the bar, as the sirenuous advocatle or
opposer of any of the great political measures, which
zilated the nation. It was not that he looked on
with indifference, or sought {o evade responsibilily by
cquivocation or reserve.  On the conirary, he was al-
ways frank, communicative and decided. But his
judgment was so little in vunison with the wishes of
any party, that he cxpiessed his opinions, rather as
cnides of his own conduct, than from a liope to influ.
cnce others. He was as incapable of deeelving oth-
ers, as ke Was of deveiving Titaselfs and wounld tath.
er surrender the popularity of a whole life, than sub-
mit his own judgment to any seet in church or state,
It is not unusual for men of eminence, after having
withdrawn a few years from the bar, to find 1t diffi-
enlt, if not impracticable, to resume their former rauk
in business. Nothing of this' sort occurred to cheek
the progress of Mr. Dexter, He was immediately
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engaged in aimost all important causes in our highest
courts 3 and popular favour seemed to bave increas.
ed rather than diminished during his temperary re-
tivement. From' the trinmphs and victories of the
State Bar, his reputation soon carried him {o the
Supremé Court of the United St.tes, where it has
been wy pride and pleasure, for many years, lo have
seep hin -holding his career in the foremost rank of
advecater, -This would entitle him to ng ordinary
praise ; for that bar has been long distingrished by
the presence of many of the most lllustrmus lawyers
in the union.

In no situation have the admirable talents of Mr,
Pexter appear ed wiih more unclouded lustre than in
his sttendance on the Supreme Court at Washington.
For several yedrs he passed the wiaters there, under
engagements in many of the most mmportant causes.
Ravely did he speak without atiracting an audienee
composed of the taste, the beauty, the wit and the
learaing, that adorned the eity ;3 and never was he
heard mt!wut instruction and delight.  On some oc-
casions involuntary tears from the whole audience
pave testified the touching powers of his cloguence
and pathos. On others a profeund and breathless si-
fence e*-:presmed mote foreibly, than any human lan-
guage, the rivetted atieativn of an hundred minmls, I
well remember, with what appropriate felicity he
undertook in onc cause o analyze the sources of
patriolismn. X wish it were possible to preserve the
whole in the language, 1n which it was delivered. No
one, who heard him describe the influence of loesl
scenery upon the human heart, but felt his seal dis.
solves withm him. X can reeal but tmperfectly a sin.
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«le passage, and, stripped of is nalural conuexion, it
affords but a Zlimmeving of its original brizhiness,
We love not our country, said the erator, from a blind
and unmeaning attachment, «imply because it is the
place of eur birth, R is the scene of our eurlicst joys
and soitows, Xvery spot hag become econscerated
by some youthful sport, sume {ender fricudship, some
endearing aflection, some reverential feeling, It is
associated: with all our moral babits, our priociples
and our virtues, ‘The very sod scems aimost u pars
of ourselves, for there are entombed the bones of eur
ancestors.  Hven the dark valley of the shadow of
death is nol without ils consolations, for we pass it in
company with our friends. En a still more recent in-
staice, and indeed in one of the last causes he ever
argued, he took the occasion ef an appropriaie discas.
sion, to expound his own viewsof the constitution, and,
dropping the character of an advocate, to perform the
paramount duty of a citizen. He seemed, as if giving
his parting advice ard benedictions {o his country,
and, as if he had worked up his mind to & mighty ef.
fort to vimadicaie those solid maxims of government
ancd policy, by which alone the union of the staics
mighi be upheld and perpetuated. 1t s deeply to he
regretied, that his just and elevated views are néw
coufiued to tho frail memorivs:of those who heard i,

In the spring of 4845 Mr. Dexter was requested
by. President Madison tv accept an extraordinary
mission to the court of Spain; but from a reluciance
to go abroad he declined the sppointment.

During the last winler Mr. Dexter was for a few
days afflicted with the epidemic prevailing al Wash.
ingion ; and was once compelled from indisposifion to



£5

stop in the argument of a cause, He had bowever
entively reeovered, and never seemed in betler health,
On his return from Washiugton ke went with his fam-
ily {o Athens, in the state of New York, to assist in
the celebration of the nuptials of his son. He arrived
there on Yuesday the 30th of April, somewhat un-
well; but no serious a2larm for his safety existed, until
the day previous te his death. Finding bis dissolu-
tion approacking, he gave ike proper directions re.
specting big affairs, and prepared to meet his fate with
the calmness of a christian philosopher. ile could
louk back en a life devoted te virtzous pursuits with-
out reproach, and his regrets could only he for his
family and his couniry. About midnight on Friday,
the 34 of May, he lost his senses, and in three hours
afterwards he expired in the arms of his family with-
out o struggls or a groan,

- Such was the life and such the death of Mr.
Dexter. I forbear o give a minute account of the lit-
erary honcurs, which he received, and of the public
institutions, of which he was a member. I am awsre
how little ¥ am qualilied for the office of his biogra-
pher s but I have this consolation, that he needs no
otber panegyrie, than truth. ¥ will close these hasty
sketches with a few remarks on his persen, charac.
ter, nauners and acguirements, '

In his person Mr. Dexter was tail and well form-
ed, of strong well defined festures, and bold muscular
proportions. His manners were at 2 first Interview
reserved and retiring ; and this was somectimes mista-
ken by a carcless ohserver for austerity or pride.
But this impression vanished on a farther acquaint-
ance ; and i was soon perceived, that though he mads

3
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o effort to court popularity, he was frank, manly, and
accessible 5 and at the bar eoncilintory and respectfal.
His countenance was uncommonly stiiking 3 and yet
perhaps scarcely gave at once the charnster of his
mind, Unless awakened by strong interests his fea-
tures relaxed nto a repese, which betrayed ltllle of
his inlellectusl grandeur. In such situations Lis eycs
had a tmnqml mildness, which scemed betier suited
to 2@ hakitual indolence of iemp rament, than to if‘r
vid thoughts. Yei a cusious oliserver mizhi réad i
tiis face the traces of a contemplalive mind, sometzmﬂﬁ
fost in reveries, and somefimes devoted io (he most in-
tense abatractions of metaphysics.  When roused in-
to action, his fealures assumed a new aspect. A siea.
4y stream of light emanpated from his eyes, the muscles
of his face swelled with emolion, and a slight flush
chafed his patlid checks. His enunciation was re-
markably slow, distinet, and musicals though the
intonations of his voice were somelimes oo mouote-
nous. His langeage was plain, but pure and weil
selected 3 and, though his miad was stored with poet.
ic images, he rarely indolged himself in ornaments
of any kind. &f a rhetorical illustration, or striking
metaphor, sometimes adorned his speeches, they seem.
cd the gpontancous burst of his genius, produced with-
out effort, aud dismissed muu;u»t vegret, They might
judeed be compared to those spots of heautifol ver-
dure, which. are. scattered here and there in Alpine
regions amidst the dazeling whiteness of surrounding
snews, In. the exordiums of his speeches he was
varely happy. It seeined the fivst exercise of 2 miud
strageiing Yo break its siumbers, or to control the tor-
rent of ite ughts, As he advanced, he becams col-
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ieeted, forcible and argumeniative; and his perora-
{tony were unitformly grand and impressive. 'They
wore often felt, when they could not be followed.
Such was the general character of his delivery.

But it would be a great mistake to suppose, because
his principal favorite was ratiocinaiion, that hie deliv-
ery was cold, tame, or uninteresting. I am persuaded,
that nature had given him uncommon strength of pas.
siens.  'The natural characteristics of his mind were
fervour and force and, ieft {o the mere workings of his
own genius, he zwuld have been impetuous and vehe.
ment. But be seemed. 2arly to have assumed the maste-
ry of his mind ¢ to have checked its vivid imovements
by habitual disciplive 5 and bound his passions in the
adamantine chains of logic and reasoning, The dis-
missal of the graces of fancy and of picluresque de-
scription, were with him a matter of ehoice, and not of
neeessity,  He resigned them, as Hercules resigned
pleagure, not heeause he was insensible of its charms,
bu! hecanse he was more enamourcd of wisdom., Yet,
as if to show his native powers, he has sometimes let
loose the eathusiasm of his genius, aud touched with
a master’s hand every chord of the passions, and al-
ternately astonished, delighted, and meited his hear.
ers.  Something of the same effect has heen produe.
ed, by, what may be fitly termed, the moral subhmlty
of his reasoning, e ﬂ[}E'lLd his arguments in a pro-
gressive ordei, ereeling each successive position apon
some other, wlmsc s(;hd mass he bad already estab.
lished on an immoveable foundation, till at last the
superstracture seemed,- by its height and ponderous
proportions, to bid defiance to the assaults of human
mgenuily. ¥ am aware that these expressions way
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be dremed the exaggerations of faney, but ¥ anly de.
scribe, what I have felt on my own mind; and T gath-
et from ofhers, that £ bave not been singuiar in wy
feclings, '

1t would be invidious to compare Mr, Dextor
with other illustrious men of our country, either
living or dead. In goneral acquirements he was uu-
questionably inferior to many: and even in profes.
sional seience he could gearcely be considered, &s very
profound;’ or very learned. ' ‘Heé had n-disidelinntion
to the pages of black-lettered law,; which he some-
times censured as the scholastic refinements of monk-
ish agess and even for the common branches of techui.
cal science, the docirines of special pleading, and the
niceiles of feudal tenures, he professed io feel little
of love or reverence. His delight was to expatiate
in the elements of jurisprudence, and to anslyze and
combine the great principles of equity and’ reasot,
which distingnish the Dbranches of marvitime law.
In commercial causes, therefore, ho shone with pecu-
liar advantage. His comprehensive mind was famil.
1ar with all the leading distinetions of this poriion of
law 5 and he marked out with wonderful sagacity and
promptilude, the almost evanescent boundaries, which
sometimes separate its principles.  Indeed it may be
. fruly-sard of hun, that he conld walk a narrow isthmus
“Boetween opposing docirines,” whon no man dared o
follow him. "The law of prize apd of nations were
aleo adapied to his faculties 3 and no one who heard
him upon these topics, but was compelled fo confess,
that if he was not always convincing, he was always
~ingemonus § and that when he attempted to shake a set.
tled rule, though 'he might be wrong upon authority
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-and practiee, he was rarely wrong upon the princi.
ples of international justice,

In short, there have been men wmore thoroughly
mmbued with all the fine tinctures of classic taste s
mcen of more playful and cultivated imaginations s of
more deep and accurate research, and of more vari-
ous and iinished learning. - But if the eapacity to ex-
ewing & question by the maost compreheunsive analysis s
to subject 21l its relations {o the test of the . most sub-
le logic 3 and to exhibit them in perfect transparen-
cy to the minds of others :—If the capacity to detect,
with an urerring judgment, the weak puints of an ar-
gument, and to sirip off every veil from sophistry or
ervor ;-1 the eapacity o seize, as it were by intui-
tien, the learning and arguments of others, and instan.
tancously {o fashmn them {o his own purposes :— i,
I say, these cosstitute some of the highest prerega-
tives of geniag, it will be difficult to find many rivals,
or superiars to Mr. Dexfer. In the eifting and com-
parison of evidence, and 1a moulding its heterogene-
ous materials info one consicwnt mass, tie bar and
the beuch have pronounced »'m almost inimitable.

- His eloguence was altageilier of an origiual cast.
it had pot the magnificent wluurm of Burke, or the
nnpﬂtuuuas flow of Chatham. It moved along in ma-
jestic simplicity, like a mighty stream, quickening and
feflilizing every thing in i{s course, . He persuaded
without seeming fo use the arls of persuasion; and
convineed without condescending to solicit conviction.
Nu mna was ever more exempt frow finesse or cun
ning in addressing a jury. He disdained the littie
arts of sophisiry or popular appeal. I wasin his
judgment sonzething more degrading than the sight of
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Achiiles piaying with a lady’s distafl. &€ was sur.
rendering the mtewnty, as well as honour of the bar.
His {:mdutt afforded, in these particulars, sn excel-
len{ example: for young counsellors, which it would
be well for them to imitate, even theugh they slmvhl
follow in his path with uncgual {'outf;tcpq.

His studies were not altogether of o pmi'esmﬁnﬂ
nature. He devoled mauch time to the evidences and
dogirines oL chrishanity ; and ]ll‘i faith 1p s truths

was fixed aftee the most elaborale mqmn&si That be
was most c1t!;01;c. and iiberal in his views, 18 kaown
to us 213 but, except to bis intimate friends, it 1s hi-
tie known, how solicitous he was to sustain the credi-
bility of the christian system ; and how ingenuous and
able were his expesitions of its doctrmes.

As a siatesman, it is impossible to regard bis en-
lightened policy aund priveiples withou! reverence,
He had ne forsign partialitics, or prejudices io inaulge,
or gratify. Ail his afiections centered in his coun.
try 5 all his wishes were for its glory, independence
and prosperily. 'The steady friend of the constifu.
tion of the United States, he was, in the purest and
most appropriatie sense of the terms, & paiviof and u
republican. He considered the union of the Stales
as the pole-star of onr liberlics ; and whalever might
he his opinion of any meagures, he ngver breathed a
doubt to shake publie or private confidenes in the ex-
cclience of the consfitution itself. When others sunk
mto despondency nt the gloomy-aspect of publie af-
fairs, and seemed almost ready to resign their belief
in republican Jnstitutions; he remained their inflexible
advoeate. ‘EHe wag neither dismayed by the intemper-
ence of parties. n6r by the indiseretion of yulevs, He
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believed in the yedeeming power of & free eonslito-
tion § and that, though (he, people might somelimes be
deceived, to their 1.211011:;;{ nce and viriue we mnight
eafely (rust to equalize all the ecceniricities and pur-
turhations of the political system. ¥le had the singu-
lar forlune, at different times, to be the favorite of dif-
ferent parties, occupying in each the same elevation.
It is not my purpose to examine, or vindicate his con-
duct in cithier of {hese situations. 1 feel indeed, that
T am already treading upen ashes thinly streived over
itving embers. The preheni i nof the time for an im-
partial estimeate of his political conduct. That duiy
helongs, and may he safely left, {o posterily.  With-
out pretending to anticipate their award, we may with
sowe confidence affivm, that the fame of Mr. Dexter
has little to fear from the most rigid scrutiny,  While
he lived, be might be elaimed with pride by any par-

: but pow lhat fie is dead, he belongs to bis coun-
tqy.

'Fo conclude,—Mr. Dexter was a man of such rare
endowments, that in whatever age or nation he had
lived, he would have heen in the fivst rank of profes.
sional eminence,  Itis unforiunate, that he has left no
writien record of himself., 'The ouly monument of his
fame rests in the fieail recollectinns of memory, and
can veack future ages orly thwugh Lie Jidictinetness
of tradition or !mt{m. ' His glowing ’ahmwhts, his
brilliant pertods, and his profound reesonings, liave
perished forever. They have passed away like the
dream of a shadow.  He is gathered to his fathers
and bis lips are closed in the silence of death.

1 rejoice to have lived in the syme age with him;
and to Rave been permitted to hienr his eloguence, and

£
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o Dbe insiructed by his wisdem, 1 mourn, that ay
country has lost a patriof, without fear or reproach.
‘The glory that has settied on his tomb will not be
easily obscured; and if it shall grow dim in the
lapse of time, B trust that sowme faithful historian will
presarve the characier of his mind In pages, that can
nerish oply with the language, tn which it is written.



