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Janusny 12, 1800,

AT a Mecting of the Firft Baptift Sacicty in Bofton,
~ Voted, That Meflrs, WiLLiam Porter, Jonaran Harnis,
and Deacon Danicr Wirn be a Committee, to wait on
the Rev. Dr. STiLrmaw,; and requeft a copy of his Sermon
on the Death of General WASHINGTON, dehivered on

the 26tn of December, 1790, for the profs.
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2 CHRON. xxx1l. 33.

AND HPEZEXKIAH SLEPT WITH HIS FATHERS, AND THEY
BURIED HIM IN THE CHIEFEST OF THE SEPULCHRES
OF THE SONS OF DAVID ; AND ALL FUDAH AND THE
INHABITANTS OF YERUSALEM DID HIMN HONOUR AT
YIS DEATH.

THIs fhort account of Hezeki~
ah’s death anu funeral, clearly proves the excel-
tenee of his character, and that the people loved
him ; and will open a way for a varicty of

refieCtions fuitable to the prefent folemn, and
aftc&ting occafion.

He was the fon of Ahaz, who was addicted
to idolatry, and, at his death, left the people in a
very corrupt and melancholy dondition. Hez~
ekiah, on the deceafe of his father, afcended the
throne,,
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throne, and at once began the work of nationa
reformation. In tuc firft month of the firlt
year of his reign, he opencd the deors of the
temple, had them repaired, and ordered the
priefts and the Levites to cleanfe and purify it,
and thus to prepare it for religious worfhip.
He attended to its dedication with uncommon
folcmnity, and kept the pallover with great
devotion. *

He broke down the idols in his dominions,
and cven deftroyed the brazen ferpent which
Moles {ct up, becaufe the people were led by 1t
to 1dolatry.

He was not only a man of religion, but a
cood prince; and the kingdom flourifhed dur-
ing his reign.  He- fubdued the Philiftines, and
frecd the natien from the yoke of the Aflyri-
ans. His chicf obie& was to make the peoplc
happy.

‘He alfo had great trials.  Sennacherib in-
vaded his country, and threatened to deftroy the
city Jerufalem, unlefs he complied with his ex-
travagant demand. In order to obtain pcace,
and caufc him to leave bis dominions, he paid
Lim threec hundred talents of filver, and thirty
talents of gold. As foon as he had reccived
the money, he violated the agreement, and de-

manded an immediate furrender of the aty.
Heze}.mh,
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Hezekiah, having made. every proper pre-
paration for defence, encouraged the people to
truft in the Lord, faying, ¢“There be more with
us than with them: with them is an arm of
fefh ; but wits us 13 the Lord our God to
help us, and to fight our batdes.”  The refult
was, that the angel of the Lord deftroycd in one
night, one hundred and eighty-five thoufand of
the Affyrian army. Thus their deliverance
was accomplifhed, by a miraculous interpofl-
tton of Hcaven. Surrounding nations locked
up to Hezekiah with attonithment, and courted
the favour of the prince whom God thus de-
iighted to honour.

When he was prefled with difficultics, he
{fought the Lord ; and having obtained deliver-
ance, he gave him glory.

‘That Flezekiah fhould have been fo good a
man, and fo excellent a prince, is matter of fur-
prife when we confider, that he came to the
throne about the age of twenty-five ; when the
patlions are in all their vigeour, and temptations
to vice numerous and powerful. But he was
God'’s chofen inftrument to deliver the people,
and to make them happy. He therefore fitted

him for the fervice, and preferved him till it

was finithed. His talents, his virtue, and his
unfpeakable importance to the nation, could
. not



not fecure him from the arrelt of death, “ And

Hezckiah flept with his fathers, and they buri-
led him in. the chiefeft of the fepulchres of the
fons of David; and all Judah and the inhabit-

ants of Jerufalem did him heanour at his death.”

The text naturally leads us to obferve,

1. That men the moft accomplifhed, belov-
ed, and ufeful to {fociety, muft die. And,

i II. That a grateful and affe&tionate pecople
.. will do them honour at their death.

I. Men the moft accomplithed, beloved, and
ufetul to {ocicty, muft die.

There are {ome men whom we arc ready to
‘wifh, might live forever, becanfe we cannot {ee
how their place will be fupplied. But wec |
forget that God hath all gifts in his pofieffion; |
that the univerfe is his kingdom, which he
governs with infinite wifdom, and hath made
ample provifion for a fuccefiion of proper char-
a&ers in all its various departments.

When Mofcs had completed his {cene of fer-
vice, he fell on fleep, but was fucceeded by 2
cloud of worthies, whom it is not neceflary to
mention. And thus it will be in all future ages
of the. world. “Inftead of the fathers fhall be

thy children,” faid David, © whom I will make
princes
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princes in the earth.,” Such 1s the divine ar-
rangement, fuch the all-perfet plan of Provi-
dence— Alleluia, for the Lord God omnipo-
ten: reigneth.,” This important truth is the
fou-ce of our confolation in the day of afflic-

tion, but by NO ssvans Tuperfedes generous and
decp-felt forrow, whea great znd gind men fall.
Our late excellent Governor SUMNER lives
in the affeétions of his fellow-citizens. To his |
tomb we lately followed his remains with eve- |
ry mark of high eftecm, and deep afillidtion;
and daily lament his early exit.  He {iceps
with his fathers, and lies covered with the clods
of the valley. And before the days of our
mourning for him are ended, a new fource of
wmverfal forrow opens upon us. What mean
thefe enfigns of mortality >~Why is every

countenance fad *—~Why weep o/ the peo-
ple t—Becaufe cur beloved WASHINGTON

1s dead ! Iie now lies confined in a fmall and
dreary apartment, on thc banks of the Potow-
mack. Thither will many of his fellow-citi-
zens 1in -future time refort, to fee the place that
contains his precious duft, and bedew it with
their tears; faying, “ Here lies WASHING-
TON—My father, my father, the chariots of
Hrael and the horfemen thereof—How is the

mighty fallen.” Decath /xddenly feized him as
B his
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his richeft prey, and hath thereby taught us this
" awtul leffon, that  there is no difcharge in this

war.” /!

1

. Though dead, my brethren, he fpeaketh to s
’I)y his private, and his sudlic bite.

- But whar thall I fay when fo much i3 to be
:mld? Or what leave unfaid without being unju/?

- to WASHINGTON? The uncommon excel-

lencies of his charater, check my feeble effort ;

‘much rather would I ¢ in expreflive filence

‘mufe his praife.” But duty calls me to attempt

“the unequal tatk, perfuaded that your candour
and warm affe&ion for our departed friend, will
cover every fault.

General WASHINGTON was born the 11th 1
of February, 1732, “ His education was fuch |
as favoured the produ&ion of a folid mind and a
vigorous body. Mountain air, abundant exer-
cife in the open country, the wholcfome toils of
the chace, and the delightful {cenes of rural life, |
expanded his limbs to an unufual, but graceful
and well-proportioned fize.  His youth was
fpcnt in the acquifition of ufeful knowledge,
and in purfuits tending to the nnpmvemnnt of

his fortune, or the benefit of his country.

The uniform account we have had of his prs-

vate life, is, that he was fond of rural retire-
ment,
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ment, affe@ionate to his connexions, kind to
his fervants, condefcending to his neighbours,

and liberal to the poor. The moft unequivo-
cal proof that he was amiable and beloved in
his private charater, we have in the early pub-
lic honours that were conferred on him by his
country ; which’ commenced when he was

about twenty years of age, and continued tiil
his death, There is one evidence of his pri-
vate charatter, which I am unwilling to pafs
by ; and which I am perfuaded will pleale you
in the recital.

When he was about to leave Mount Verron,
and again engage in public life, being chofer
to the prefidency of the United States, the
Mayor of Alexandria, in the name of the people,
addrefled him in the following affe&tionate
manner-—* Again your country commands your
care. Obedient to its wifthes, unmindful of
your eafe, we fee you again relinquifhing the
blifs of retirement 3 and this teo at a period of
life when nature itfelf {cems to anthorife a pref-
crence of repofc.

“ Not to extol you as a {oldier ; not to pour
forth our gratitude for paft fervices ; not to ac-
knowledge thejuftice of the unexampled honour
which has been conferred upon you, by the

ipontancous



Ipontanepus and unanimous fuffrages of three
millions of freemen, in your cleQion to the
Chief Magiftracy ; nor to admire the patrioti{fim
which dire@s your condu&, do your neighbonrs
and friends now addrefs you ; themes lefs fplen-
did but more endearing imprefs our minds.
The firlt and beft-of citizens muft leave us;
our aged muft lofe their ornament ; our youth
their model ; our agriculture its improver ; our
commerce ite friend ; our infant academy its
proteCtor; our poor their benefattor; and the
interior navigation of the Potowmack (an event
replete with the moft extenfive utility, already,
by your unremitted exertions, brought into par-
tial ufe) its inftitutor and promoter.

¢ Tarewel! go! and make a grateful peo-
ple happy; a people who will be doubly grate-
ful when they contemplate this recent facrifice

for their intereft.

“ To that Being who maketh and unmaketh
at his will we commend you; and after the
accomplithment of the arduous bufinefs to
which you are called, may he reftore to us
agrain, the beft of men, and the moft: beloved
fellow-citizen.”

His religions chara&er will be eftablithed 1n

the view of every candid mind by the tenor of
his
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his life ; provided the tree 1s to be known by
the fruit. |

He was a member of the Epifcopal Church,
confequently a believer in Chriltianity.

In his public alts we have repeated evidence
of s reverence for Deity, and dependence on
his Providence. After the conclufion of the
war, and the eftablifhment of peace, he refligned
his commiflion to Congreis ; and fays, among
other excellent things, ¢ The fuccefzful termi-
nation of the war has verified the molt ian-
cuine expcctations, and my gratitude for the
interpofition of Providence, and the afliftance I
have received from my countrymen, increafes
with cvery review of the momentous fubjedt.
I confider it as an indifpenfable duty to clofe
this {aft {olemn act of my official life, by com-
mending the interefts of myv deareft country to
the protection of Almighty God, and thofe
who have the {uperintendence of them to his
holy keeping.” Thus prays our great militury
Chicf ; may foldiers of every defcription ge and
do likewife !

We have another plealing inftance of his rev-
crence for Almighty God, in his addrefs to the
Senate and Houle of Reprefentatives, on his ac-
ceptance of his eleGtion to the prefidency of the

United



United States. Having exprefled his feelings
on this renewed evidence of the approbation of
his countrymen, he fays, “ Such being the im-
preflions under which I have, in obedience to
the public fummons, repaired to the prefent fta-
tion ; it would be peculiarly improper to omit,
in this firkk official a&, my fervent fupplications
to that Almighty Being, who rules over the uni-
verfe—who prefides in the councils of na-
tions—-and whofe providential aids can {upply
every human defeGt—that his benedition may
confecrate to the liberties and happinefs of the
United States, a government inftituted-by them-
{elves for thefe eflential purpofes; and may en-
able every inftrument employed in its adminif-
tration, to execute with f{uccefs, the functions
allotted to his charge. In tendering this hom-
age to the great Author of every public and
private good, I affure myfelf, that it exprefies
your {entiments not lefs than my own; nor
thofe of my fellow-citi ‘ens at large lefs than
either.”

As every thing that was faid by WASHING-
TON is delightful to an American audicnce, 1
will not hefitate to make one more copious ex-
tra&, that will both enrich the difcourfe, and
prove him to be the warm friend of religion.
“This you will find in his laft addrefs to the peo-

ple
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ple of the United States ; which deferves to be
written in letters of gold; and will undoubted-
ly be handed down from generation to genera-
tion, tiil time fhall be no more.

“ Of all the difpofitions and habits which lead
to political profperity, religion and morality are
indifpenfable {fupports. In vain would that
man claim the tribute of patriotiim, who would
labour to fubvert thefe great pillars of human
happinefs, thefe firmelt props of the duty of
men and citizens. 'The mere po/itician, equally
with the pions man, ought to refpe& and cherifh
them. A volume could not trace all their con-
nexions with public and private felicity, Let
us imply afk, Where is the {ecurity for proper-
ty, for reputation, for life, if the fenfe of religi-
ous obligation defert the oaths, which are the
infiruments of inveftigation in courts of juftice ?
Let us with caution indulge the {uppofition, that
morality can be maintained without religion.
Whatever may be conceded of the influence of
refined education on minds of peculiar ftru@ure
reafon and experience both forbid us to expect,
that national morality can prevail in exclufion
of religious princinle,”

I 'add, that we have been often informed, that

he was a devout obferver of the Lord’s Day and

the nftitutions of religion.
| {:



It would require a volume to do juftice to his
charaer as a foldier. - He early difcovered that
he poflefled great military talents: In 1753,
being then but twenty-three years of age, he
bore a Coloncl’s commiffion, and was with the
unfortunate Gen. Braddock when he was de-
ieated ; which {ad cvent might in all probabil-
ity have becn prevented, had the with of our
young hero been complied with, of preceding
the main army, and fcouring the woods with
his rangers.  After their defeat, he was of un-
{peakable {ervice to them, in fecuring their re-
treat.

He was not influenced by a {pirit of ambi-
tion or revenge—Ide fought not for fame, but
frecedom. When he faw the liberties of his
country in danger, at the cail of his fellow-citi-
zens, he ftepped forth to defend them.,  He was
the friend and the protector of mankind. Cool,
brave and perfevering 3 and when {urrounded
with difficulties, always found a refource in his
own great m1 1d.  Witnefs his forlorn cendition
in 1770, whcn he fled before thg Britifth army
through the Jerfeys, with only a handful of
men, in want of almoft cvery thing, difcourag-
ed and worn down. In this critical {ituation,

when all that is decarsto America depended, un-
Jder




der God, on the excrtion of the moment, behold
our beloved WASHINGTON-He plans with
judgment, and, fupported by his few brave:
troops, executes with boldnefs and promptitude

a moft dangerous but {fuccefsful enterprize ; by‘ |
which he raifed the {pirits of his dejeted coun-

twrymen, and refcued a great part of New Jerfey
from their encmies. The circumitances of this:
brilliant part of his hiftory you will at once re—--.
colleét,

¢ As night to ftars, wo lultre gives to man.”

1 fhall take leave of his military charaGer for
the prefent, by reminding you, that when the
great objeéts of the American war were obtain-
ed, he refigned his commiffion to Congrefs, and
retired -to, the private walks of life. It is really
{furprifing, becaufe uncommsn, that 2 man who

had been for feveral years in the habit of com-
‘manding armies, could with fuch eale exchange
the foédier for the citizen. In this, as in every

other part of his condu&, he difcovered the
greatnefs of his mind, and the benevélence of hig
heart.

But.this- part of his hiftory will come with
more propriety from the  hiftorian than the
_ preacher.

cC After
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After a fhort period of retirement from the
anxiety and fatigues of military life, his country
call on him to affift in the formation of a Con-
ftitution of Government for the United States.
Senfible of theimportance of an energetic govern-
ment, he accepted their choice; not confuiting his
own inclination, but the voice of his fellow citi-
zens and the public good.  When the delegates
from the feveral States had met, they chofe him
Prefident of the Convention ; on which occa-
fion he prefided with his ufual dignity and fpi-
rit of conciliation. And when that excellent
inftrument was finithed, which bears his name
in front of the names of his worthy compatriots ;
which hath been the means of raifing our coun-
try to its prefent condition of refpe&ability and
opulence, he again retired to Mount Vernon.
But now all eyes are fixed on him as the moft
proper perion to prefide over the Union. The
united voice of three millions of citizens he could
not withftand. His fentiments and feelings on
~ this occalion, are excellently exprefled in the fol-
lowing anfiwer to the addrefs of the mayor and
people of Alexandria, when he was about to
repair to.the.feat of government.

“ GENTLEMEN,




“ GENTLEMEN,

“« ALTHOUGH 1 ought not to conceal, yet
I cannot defcribe the painful emotions which I
felt in being called upon to determine whether
1 would accept or refufe the prefidency of the
United States. ‘The unanimity in the choice,
the opinion of my friends; communicated from
different parts of Europe, as well as from Amer-
ica, the apparent wifh of thofe who were not
entirely fatisfied with the conftitution in its pre-
fent form ; and an ardent defire on my part to
be inftrumental in conne&ing the good will of
my countrymen towards each other ; have in-
duced an acceptance, Thofe who know me
beft (and you, my fellow-citizens, are from your
fituation, in that number) know better than any
others, my love of retirement is fo great, that
no earthly confideration, fhort of a convi&tion
of duty, could have prevailed upon me to depart
from my refolution, * never more to take any
fhare in tranfactions of a public nature.” For
at my age and in my circumfitances, what prof-
pecls or advantages conld I propofe to myfelf,
for embarking apain on the tempeftuous and

uncertain ocean of public life i

This repeated facrifice of his domeftic eafe

and happinefs to the voice of the people, drew
| from
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from them new and ardent expreflions of gratitude
and love to him. Various parts of the country
through which he paffed to the feat of govera.
ment, were crowded with citizens of every de-
{fcription, who difcovered fuch a defire to fee

the Man, to whom they owed fo much, as greatly
affeGted him, and caufed him to weep,

His firft interview with Congrefs on his ar-
rival at New-York, was {olemn and interelting.
To the hiftory of that day I refer you, becaufc
no abridgment of its tranfa&tions can be admit-
ted without injury.

Eight years he filled that exalted and arduous
ftation, with honour to himfelf and great advan-
tage to his country; conftantly purfuing her
beft interefts, B "

When the time drew near that a choice was
-to be made of Prefident of the United States,
" he declined being confidered as a candidate.
This determination deeply affeted his country-
men. But confidering his time of life, and
that he had devoted forty-five years of it already
to their fervice, they could not urge him to re-
linquifh it,
~ On this occafion, I can only fay, that it was

WASHINGTON : a name, whicl in all future

E.lgCS
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ages ought to be conflidered as a gencral term,
including every thing great and cxzcellent in the
human character, Behold this man, admired
by a world ; of his own accord defcending froin

his high f’[atlon of THE PRESIDENT OF
THE UNITED STATES, to become the far-

mer of Mount Vcernon—the private citizen:
which introduces the lait folemn {cene.

On Iriday the 13th inft, he appeared to have
taken a cold, which punupally aftc&ted his
throat ; of which he made but littie complamt.
About threc o’clock on Saturday morning his
difeafe became alarming : phyﬁcmns were {ent
for, but they came too late.  Heaven's great
decree had pafled, that WASHINGTON fhould
die. *This laft {cenc correfponded with the
whole tenor of his life, Not a groan nor a
complaint efcaped him, though in extreme dii-
irefs.  With perfeét refignation, and a full pof-

{eflion of his reafon,heclofed hiswell fpent life,”*
Decath to him was an enemy difarmed.

We fincerely {ympathize with the difconfo-
late widow, and with her every divine confo-
lation under her irreparable lofs. But fiic for-
rows not as they who have no hopc. The im-~

mortal {pirit of that excellent man, the pactner
of

* N Tear’s Lerter.



of her life, who hath left a nation in tears, hath,
we truft, afcended to an infinitely better world,

to receive the rewards of a good and faithful
{ervant ;

II. 'While an affe@ionate and grateful people
do him honour at his deata.

The moment the melancholy news arrived, .
that our beloved Chief was dead, every coun-
tenance was fad—bufinefs was fufpended—and
tears fluwved from eyes not ufed to weep.—All
the people felt alike. Thefe artlefs effufions
~of the heart are far more honourable than the
{culptured meonument, or moft elegant panegy-
ric. But as fucceeding generations will not
feel as we do, who know the man, let us per-
petuate his memory by every proper method.
Let us imprefs on the minds of our children

and youth a fenfe of the virtues and talents of
WASHINGTON, and urge them to go and do

likewife. Let the faithful hiftonan tranfmit to
generations yet unborn, his private and his pub-
lic charaer. Let men who occupy the high-
oft offices of government not only applaud, but
imifate his virtues, For even kings may learn

from him what. mode of conduct to pur-
fue
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{ue to make the people happy, and Jive in their
affetions.

But I leave this matter to my afflited fcl-
low-citizens, who will, with one foul, devife

the beft method of doing lafting honour to his
memory.

The {ubje&t fuggefts a variety of ufeful re-
fleCtions.

I. If the man whofe death we now deplore,
pollefied fo many excellencies, as the united
voice of his countrymen and of foreigners af-
icribe to him, I afk, Whence were they deriv-
ed? Certainly from the Father of lights, from
‘'whom cometh down every good and every
perfed gift. If then fuch are the ftreams, what
muft the fountain be ? If the perfonal excellen-
cies of a man can attrac the admiration of a
nation, how ought we to be f{wallowed up in
love and adoration of that God, in whom dwells
eflentially every poflible perfection !

Permit me alfo to inquire, how it happens,
that a people feelingly alive to excellence of char-
acter, thould {o generally forget our Lord Jefus
Chrift, who is the brightnefs of the Father's
- glory, and exprefs imagc of his perfon : in
whom -dwells all the fulnefs of the Godhead
bodily. Who hath left us in his life a-moft

perfect



2.4
T

perfe® example of every thing amiable and
praife-worthy ; and by his one offering hath
perfeCted for ever all them who are fan&ified.
He 1s inhnite in excellence, and abundant
in grace and gooduefs: yet to crowds he ap-
pears without form or comelinefs. This awful
evidence of human depravity we bewail,

2. 'That folemn inftance of death which now
arrefts our attention, is a loud call to all, efpe-
cially to the rulers of the people, to be always
ready, becaufe they know not the day nor the
hour when the Son of Man will come. They
ficnce learn that they are to die like men, and
{all like one of the princes. Death will foon
level all diftinctions, and after death the judg-
ment ; when Jehovah will render to every man
according to his works. It becomes us all to
entertain a lively fenfe of that awful period,
when God will judge the fecrets of men by
Jefus Chrift; and to be prepared for it, that
we may givc up our account with joy, and not

with gr 1ef.

In fine—We arc ander every obligation to
mmﬂrle thankigivings to, God, ‘with the forrows
it the occaﬁon, bc.cauﬁ, a life. {fo important to

cur country hath becn {fparcd {o long. A kind
Providence
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Providence lerit us a2 WASHINGTON—fitted
him for the various and arduous fervices 1n
which he was employed—covered his head 1n
the day of battle~—preferved him amidit mnu-
merable dangers, till the great affairs of our
country, civil and military, were happily arrang-
ed. Till this period, he was immortal. How-
ever much we f{eel our lofs, we blefs the Lord
that he did not fall before. His work was
done ; and he hath come to his grave in a full
age, like as a fhock of corn cometh in, in his
fcafon. He hath pafled through life and de-
{cended to his grave with wnfought, anfullicd

honours.

There arc fome men who are always in eager
purfuit of fame, from whom fhe keeps a cautious
diftance : not fo WASHINGTON. With full
{pread pinions fhe purfued him all his life, {olicit-
ous to beftow on him thofe diftinguifhed re-
wards which were due to his uncommon merit,
which he received with that modefty and difh-
dence in himf{elf, that were peculiar to a mind
like his. And at this moment, while filent in

the tomb, a natian is engaged to do hini hoifour.
——Surprifing man ! 3

But we leave’ for 'a moment the témb
of our much loved friend, to offer ﬁraifc to

. D '
., | Almighty
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Almighty God, for the many promifing and
ufeful charalers that rife before us: efpecially
that ADAMS yet lives to ferve his country.
May the Lord long preferve and blefs him, and
think on him for good, according to all that he
hath done for this people.




