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Thou therefore endure Hardnef, as
& good Soldier of TJefus Chriff.

2 XXM HE fubjelt fuitable to this anriver-
’\“’sﬁ;?{ fary is deter'mned by its accaflion 4
T80 a fubject that has long fince beer
w—% e exhaufted, it not exhautted, many
SRS umes repeated ; confequently s

UHMEIELE now become iike a ftory coften told.
But fecmg It cannot claim your attention from its
novesty, of which the human mind is ever fond,
doubtlefs it may demand it from its fmporiance,
which cannot be queftioned by any : For if vLiFe,
LIBERTY, and PROPERTY are important b]emngc
and in continual danger from the rampant Jufts of

men, it follows, that that art by which we are en-
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6 An Artillery-Sermon.

abled to fecure them, is itfelf importane. Thus it
was viewed by a wile Legiflature, foon after the
{fettlement of this country, who, with a defign of
encouraging a military fpirit, incorporated this
provincial Company. Since which it has fucce(lives
ly been countenanced by perfons of the firft rank
among us. And tc day receives the approbation
and patronage of His Fonor the Lieutenant-
Governor and Commander in Chief ; with many
other Gentlemen, who' fill the principal feats of
Government 1n the province. Why ? becaufe of
its real utility and importance.— At the fame time
1t is to be lamented, that the encouragement afford-
ed to this neceflary inftitution, is not more general.

THE charalter of a good foldier is undoubtedly
refpectable, and he who fuftains it an ufeful mem-
ber of the community. Let us theretore attend
a little to the charalter itfelf—then fugge(t fome
things that may tend to revive the fpirit of our
Militia—and finally fhew the abfolute neceflity

of it.

THE paflage before us is St. Paul’s exhortation
to Timothy, who was then engaged in the propa-.
gation of the gofpel, a mo& hazardous fervice
For as its doctrines were new, and direétly oppo-
fite to the eftablithed notions of fews and Greeks,
he might reafonably have expetted, what he after-
wards found in the courfe of his miniftry, namely,
To make his way through danger and oppofition.
The apoftle therefore reminds him ot the good
foldier, like whom he would have him a& ; who
having fworn allegiance to his Prince, and embarked

in his intereft, was ready to encounter any hard-
thips,
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thips, and determined either to conquer, or to die,
when called to ation. From hence it would be
natural to remark, That boldnefs, fidelity, and a
readinefs to endure hardnefs, are abfolutely neceffary
in the minifters of Chrift. But as more agreeable
to our prefent purpofe, the propofitions already
laid down fhall be confidered.

I. Tue charalter of a good foldier. This term
is applied both to him who commands, and to
thofe who obey. Thus we fay of a renowned
General, who at the head of his army had fought
valiantly, that he was a good foldier. One of

whofe prime qualifications

1. Is loyalty to his Prince. Him he reveres
under the auguft title of Sovereign, and loves
under the endearing charater of the father of his
people : who will neither injure them himfelf, nor
willingly fuffer others to do it. And if at any time
an injury is offered, he will rather attribute it to
the miftake of the fervants of the Crown, whom it
is no treafon to fuppofe fallible, than entertain any
unbecoming thoughts cf his King. So firm is he
in his affe€tion, that you may as well move the
Alps as fhake his fidelity, while the Prince appears
to make the good of his fubjects the grand end of
his government.—Such a conduct has a natural
tendency to render the Prince beloved by the peo-
ple, who, in thefe circumftances, have nothing too
dear to part with, if need be, in his fervice. Is
intereft wanted ? they ftand ready to offer it,
only let them have the privilege of civing it

themfelves,—Is it expedient to take the field ?
ftimulated
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ftimulated by unfhaken loyalty to a Prince, whofe
reign is diftisguithed by equity and moderation,
they will#ot hefitate to offer Him their affiftance.—
When this is the cale, happy the Kiag, and no lefs
happy the people.

But fhould a fufpicion take place, be it well or
ill founded, that the Sovereign is inclined to favour
oporeifion, it will at once tend to leffen that
affeCtion. And fhould fuch fufpicion become a
confident perfualion fupported by faéts, the greateft
indifference, if not averfion, fucceeds that loyaity
which formerly had warmed their hearts. This
remark was exemplified in the tyrannical reign of
Fames 11. whofe fubjeéts were fo far from juftify-
ing his conduct, that it became intolerable ; hence
they received the Prince of Orange whh open
arms, and reacily aflited Him when He came to
free them from the yoke. What could the un-
happy King do when deferted by the people, and
juttly obnoxious to their refentment ? Concious of
his mal-treatment of them, and fearing the confe-
quences, He made his efcape to France. An
event this thac ought ever to be remembred with
gratitude to God, and afteCtion to that brave Prince,
who under Him delivered the Britith nation from
impending ruin ; and eftablithed the royal fuc-
ceflion in the illuftrious houfe of HaNOVER.—
Which may God long preferve, as the bulwark of
the Proteftant intereft, and the fecurity of our
happy confitution.—And let all the pcople fay,

Amen.

From hence it is apparent, that the happinefs

and fafety of a Prince, depend on the loyalty and
affection
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affetion of the pcople and loyalty, a ne-
ceflary qualification in a good fOuJICI', can only be
fecured by moderation and juftice. It is therefore
in the power of a Sovereign, either to alienate the
atfeCtions of the people frem Him 3 or to attach
them to his interet. If He confults their good,
and is tender of their rights d privileges, they
love and honour Him ; butu ke appears tyran-
nic, and does not regard them, they become averfe
to Him : mutual confidence is entirely deftroyed.
This is a moft lamentable condition for a kingdom
to be in ; divided againf itfelf, in{piration aflures
us, ## cannot fland. In fuch a fituation bleffed are
tbe peace makers, who exert all their influence ;
and make ufe of every probable method to heal the
breaches and reftore union to the nation. Their
names will be had in perpetval remembrance.
Ages yet unborn faall call them blefled. While the
men who love to ftir up ftrife by fowing the feeds
of difcord, fhall be remembred  with reproach.

2. I pass to obferve that ancther effential part
of the charatter under confideration, is fortitude.
The facred writers repeatedly defcribe the men of
the {word by faying, that they were mighty men
of valour.—Fortitude is a. moral virtue, by which
a man is enabled to keep poficflion of himfelf in a
time of threatening difficulty, and to a&t according
to the dictates of reafon. Ot all men in the world,
none ftand modre in need of this virtue than thofe
who are called to the field of battle ; for every
battle of the warrior is with ;anfufed noife, and
garments rolled in blood.

B Lt
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Let us fuppofe ourfelves on an eminence, ob-
ferving the condu of two armies. Tkhey form
in order of battle ; every officer takes his poft.
Thus formed they march towards each other ready
for engaging, with drums beating, and colours fly-
ing, while their burnithed arms dazzle the fight.—
Now death ftares them in the face. What fhall
that man do who is devoid of this important vir-
tue ? for this is the hour to try his courage. The
pulillanimous will quake with fear, his face gather
palenefs, his knees imite one againft another, and
fupremely anxious for his own fafety,
—Feels a thoufand deaths in fearing ome. *
But the men of fortitude, a pertect contraft to the
former, in hcpe of victory begin the fight, and
ftand like brazen wa.ls againft the fiercet onfets of
‘the enemy ; and with undaunted bravery maintain
the conteft, until they ejther conquer, or die.

WHEN Pyrrbus had obtained a vitory over the
Reman army, under the command of Publius Va-
lerius Levinus, he walked among the flain, whom
when he faw with fternnefs in their countenances,
although dead, is faid to have held up his hands
to heaven crying out, *¢ 1 could have been mafter
of the world, if fuch foldiers had tallen to my
fhare.” A noble charatter | ——

ForTITUDE is efpecially neceffary in thofe who
command. They are not only to lay the plan of
operation, but to fee it executed. They are to
head the troops, and lead them forth to the fight ;
taking a part in the hardfhips and dangers them-
fclves. And much depends on the conduét of the

commanding
® Dr. Young.
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commanding officers.  If they appear intrepid, and
on any hazardous enterprize puth forward, the
troops are athamed to be tardy ; the fire kindles,
and prefently runs through the whole budy like a
fhock of elettricity. It was enough with the Ro-
man {oldiers that Cefar was in fight ; they thcn
ftretched every nerve, each man was anxinus to
fignalize himfelf in the prefence of his General,
that he might obtain his plaudit. Death was for-
gotten ; Cefar’s praife was all.

AT the time of ation, example in this refpe&,
as in many others, has a powerful influence ; efpe-
cially the example of officers who are happy emough
to be beloved by the men. On them they fix
their eyes, and are ready to follow or to defend
them.—But fhould the Gentlemen who command,
be deftitute of this important virtue, and in a time
of danger act the defpicable part of coward ; they
ftain their character with indelible infamy, lofe the
day on which, perhaps, the prefent all depends ;
and leave the field the place of triumph for their
erniemies. Not fo the men of valour. They dif-
charge the truft repofed in them with fdelity 3
and choofe rather to die lamented, than to live and
bear the load of univerfal contempt. * How died
the celebrated General WoLre, whom it would be
a crime to forget. The impreffion made on our
minds by his fad cataftrophe, is not yet defaced.
Some of us, was it praticable, would be ready to
go to his grave and weep there. We are infermed,

B2 ¢ Thag
® Dulce & decorum eft pro patrii mori.

Mors & fagacem perfequitur virum ;
Nec parcit imbeilis juveniz

Poplitibus, timidove tergo. Horace,
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¢¢ That he firft received a wound in the wrift 3
¢ but that he might not difcourage his troops, he
¢ wrapped it up in his ha')dkerchlef and encourag-
¢ ed his men to advance; foon after he received a-
¢ nother ball in his belly 3 this-alto he diffembled,
¢ and exerted himfclf as before ; when he received
¢ a third in his breaft, under which he at laft funk,
““and fuffired himfelf, unwiliingly, to be carried
¢ behind the ranks.  As he lay truggling with the
¢ anguifh and weaknefs of three grievous wounds,
“ he feemed only follicitous about the fortune of
‘¢ the battle.  He begged cne who attended, to
« fupport himto view the ficld; but as he found that
¢ the approach of death had dimmed, and confufed
* his figtit, he defired an ofticer, who was by him,
“ to give lim an account ot what he faw. The
““ officer cnlwered, that the enemy feemed broken
““ he repeated his queftion a tew minutes after, with
““ much anxiety, when he was tokd that the enemy
““ was totally rcuted, and that tiey (led in all parss,
¢ Then faid he, I am faa<ficd 5 and unmediarely
“oxpued.’ * Thuis, to fpeals in military lan-
guage, 1s to cie 1 the bed of honour.,

In horrid pemp cf war the [cldier dies.

3 Ber whatadvanrage could arife from the moft
unfeigned loyalty, and u-daunted bravery, without
a competent knowledge of the art of war ? Thele
alrne would be no lccunty to the Prince or to our-
fcives.  The former wouid lead us to refert every
indignity oficred to his royal perfon or govern-
mene ; the latter would be attended with eagernefs
to detend Him and ourielves, and to chaftize the

common
® Miiary Di&.oaary.
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common enemy: but without a proper acquaintance
with the beft methods of defence, we fhould be
likely to fall an eafy prey to the men, whom juftice
calls us to oppofe.

A creAT degree of boldnefs will be produttive
of rath ations, if the perfons are not at the fame
time well acquainted with the military art. It is a
matter of importance wben, where, and in what
manner to attack an enemy. Thefe things muft be
determined by the judgment of experienced officers.
Hundreds of lives have been facrificed, and the bat-
tle loft through the rathnefs of fome, who have had

.more refolution than knowledge. On the other
hand, victories have been gained in the midft of
many improbabilities, and doubtful circumftances,
by means of the fkill of the troops. This was the
cafe of the Roman army when fuddenly attacked by
the people of Hasnault, who were brave foldiers.
‘T'he Reomans had not even time to fix their ftand-
ards, to put on their helmets, uncover their targets,
or make any neceflary preparations for engaging :
yet fo great was their fkill and experience in the
art of war, that a hiltorian affures us, they could as
eafily tell what ought to be dcne, as if they had
been commanded by an experienced officer.

We find by the facred hiftory, that Abrabam
not only taught his domeftics the fear of God, bue
the art of war. For when Lot his brother’s fon
was led away captive by the Kings who had plur-
dered Sodom and Gomorrab, be armed bis trained
fervants born in bis boufe, three bundred and efgh-
teen, and purjued them, and refcued Lot. Obferve
that Abrabam had a {mall army of well-difciplined

troops
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troops in hisown houfe. He knew that he was in
danger from his enemies 3 and cencluded that it was
perfectly compatible with the charalter of a good
man, to put himfelf into the beft pofture of defence,
and if called to it, to repel force by force.

TH1s preparation he had made in his family long
before the captivity of Loz : hence when that event
happened, he could immediately collet his fervants
into a body, who had been trained to martial ex-
ercifes, and purfue his enemies. They were not,
when a prefling emergency called for their
fpeedy and refolute affiftance, to be iniiated in the
art of war 3 no, this they had been taught before
and therefore were ready to accompany their lcader,
and to venture their lives in the bigh places of the
field.—A man of Abrabam’s amiable charalter is
worthy of imitation !

In what a refpe¢table condition was the miiitia at
the time of David’s acceflion to the throne of If-
rael 3 a narrative of which we have 1 Chron. 12.
Of the Gadites it is faid to their lafting honour,
that they were wmen of might, and men of war fit for
the battle, who could bandle fbicld and buckler,
whofe faces wwere like the faces of lions, and were
fwift as roes upon the mountains, And the gene-
ral charalter of thole who went up to Hebron to
David to make him King, is, that they were expers
in war 3 without which it is impoffible to be a
good foldier.

4. To the preceding qualifications muft be ad-
ded, an ability and rcadine/s to endure hardeefs.

St. Paul particularly mentions this part of the mi-
licary
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litary charaer, and exhorts Timothy to learn it,
fecing he was called to fight the good fight of faith,

SoLpiers will be inevitably called to pafs thro’
a fcene of difficulties. How can it be otherwife,
when the caufe of their country renders it neceflary
for them to leave their comfortable habitations, and
agreeable connetions, and take the field ?—Some-
times, in order to obtain an advantage of the cne-
my, they are obliged to make torced marches ; to
travel day and night ; by which means they are
not only fubjeéted to great fatigues, but the lofs of
fleep ; and have no time to attend to their regular
meals, but are glad to catch the coarfe morfels as
they can. At other times, when apprehenfive of
immediate danger, it becomes neccflary for their
own fafety o lie all night on their arms ; and to
be ready at a moment’s warning to engage in bat-
tle. And when the engagement proves long and
obftinate, their fatigues are greater than can well
be imagined, occafioned by want of refrefhment
and continual ation. Befides which they ate un-
avoidably expofed to all the inclemencies of the
weather.—From this imperfe& account of the
hardfhips of a military life, it is manifeft that men
can no more be good foldicrs, without learning fo
endure bardnefs, than without valour of fkill in

arms.

5. It may be proper alfo to obferve, that there
is adue fubordination in military, as well as in civil
eftablithments. Some are calied to command ;
others are bound in- duty to obey. And without
fuch fubordination, neither the ftate nor the militia

could ever be in rc:putablc circumftances. Were
there
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there no perfons clothed with authority, there would
be none to call delinquents to an account ; confe-
quently every one would do what feemeth rightin
his own eyes.

REGULARITY in the militia is allowed to be ab-
folutely neceflary : but how fhall it be attained, if
the foldiers do not pay a proper regard to the au-
thority of their officers ? Who, it s taken for
granted, will command nothing that is incompati-
ble with reafon, or the laws of God. If they fhould,
obedience inftantly becomes a crime inftead of a
Kuty.

I may therefore with propriety on this occafion,
remind my brethren who are called to bear arms
in their relpetive companies, that obedience to
their officers is an important part of their duty, and
eflential to the charater of a good foldier.—It is
tneationed to the praife of the children of /ffachar,
that tbey bad underflanding to know what Ifrael
ought todo : the beads of them were two bunared,and
ALL THEIR BRETHREN WERE AT THEIR COM-
MAND.* May the fame thing ever be predicated
of the numerous militia of the Maffachufests. +

THE Gentlemen who fuftain commiffions are
our brethren ; thefe they have accepted, not from
any profpect of perfonal emolument ; on the con-
trary, they are at a confiderable expence ; but it
is to be prefumed, wich a defign of encouraging a
martial {pirit. Let us, my fellow-foldiers, concur
with them in the ufual defign, by yielding that

obediencs

* 1 Chron. 12. j32.

.1 The Militia of this Psovince confilts of 85000.
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obedience they have a right to require, and which
is of great importance in torming the chatacter now
under confideration. 10 which add,

6. Secrecy and difpateh. Thefe ‘ave been
found to facilitate mary military atcinevements.
The plan hath been laid, and the enemy atracked
before they have had the leaft intimation of the de-
fign, and thereby the conqueft hath been eafy, and
with the lofs of but few lives. Whereas had they
been previoufly informed of their danger, they
would no doubt have been in readinefs, and the at-
tempt either fruftrated, or attended with the moft
horrid flaughter. Witnefs the fiege of Louifbourg,
In 1745, of which the enemy were intirely ignorant,
until the fleet from this place arrived at Gabaron-
Bay, which is within four miles of the rampart of
that city.

7. It alfo belongs to good foldiers, carefully to
avoid the methods of cruelty.  And the fcldiers de-
manded of John the baptift, faying, ard what fhall
we do 2 And be faid anto them, Do violence to no
man.—It was obferved near 70 years ago in this
place, on a fimilar «ccafion, that ** This order of
‘¢ men are too much vevoted (o blood, plunder,
‘¢ and rapine : too many ot which chufe to fight
‘¢ in fatan’s camp ; to march in his feriorn in the
« way to deftruétion ; as it they were refoived to
¢ ftorm the kingdom of darknefs, and to take it
‘¢ by violence.”” * We, alas, have fcen the truth
of this remark exemplified in the tragical affair of

C March

® Rev. Mr. Pemberton's Artillery-Eletion Sermon,
preached 1701,
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March 5th ;* on account of which we have wept
fore, our tears are ftill on our cheeks : which doubt-
lefs will be a mournful anniverfary in years to come,
And it is but entertaining fuch an opinion of his
Maiefty’s paternal regards for his fubjects, as they
ought ever to cherifh, to fuppofe that He has wept,
or will weep wicth us over the Five nnhappy men,
who fell on that gloomy night.—What heart is
hard enough to refufe a tear ?

Men cool and difpaffionate, however differing in
political principles, will all.w, as a ditate of reafon,
humanity and religion, that thefe things ought not
to be fo. The men of the fword are to defend, not
to deftroy their fellow-fubjeCls 3 to fecure, not

wafte their property.

8. AFrTER all that has been faid, the charater
would remain incomplete, were we not to call in
the aids of religion ; by which we are taught as an
important preliminary, to feek dire@ion of heaven
when about to engage in war. And when fatisfied

that there is juft caufe of taking up arms, inftead of
ruthing

® The gth of March, like the sth of Nevember, will be
remembred in America as long as the fun and moon
thall endure. Howzver well a wound may be healed,
a fcar always remains.  So, however fatisfallorily to the
Colonifts the prefest difputes may terminate, they will
not forget the names of thofe, who were the caufe of
troops being quartered ia this Metropolis in a time of
; mor the errand oa which they came: bat a-
ve all the horrid Maflacre of fo many of our bre-
thren. Their blood like Abel's is vocal ; it crieth from
the ground for joitice 1o Him who faweerh in the con-
gregation of 1he mighty ; ana whe jusgeth ameng the gods ;
ana who cannot be diverted f;om making the friQcll
inquifition for blood.
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ruthing forth to meet the armed men under the
influence of felf-confidence, to obtain a charalter,
or from a thirft for blood and fpoil ; it thews us
that the glory of God fhould be the uitimate end
of all our a&tions. And that we fhould go to the
field as David, that pious warriour, went to meet
Goliah. I come to thee, {aid he, in the name <f the
Lord of Hofis, the God cf the armies of Mfracl, whom
2bos baft defied. He did not truft in himfelt, but
in Him who had delivered him from the paw of
the lion, and from the paw of the bear.

Arove all, of how great importance is it that
foldiers thould have fomething to remove their fearsy
of death, feeing they are called to the moft perilous
enterprizes. When they face an enemy- they can-
not tell but that the next difcharge will numbes
their bodies with the flain, and fend their immortatl
fouls to the world of fpirits.—He-e then religion
is tbe one 1hing needful.— Are there any in the camp
ander awful apprehenfions of the wrath of God for
fin ; who fear their enemy left they thould be cut
down in unbelief ? The religion of Jefus, a glori-
ous reality, fets before them 2 method in which
God can be juft, and the juftifier of them who
belicve in his dear Son. And at the fame timc opens
to the faithful a tranfporting profpe& beyond the
grave, of an infinitely happier {ate of being, in
which the nations will learn war no more. They
who believe thefe divine fcntimcms, and are in-
terefted in them, may go to the field of battle,
faying, To live is Cbrift 3 and to dic is gain. For
they %nm that if the earthly boufe of this taber-
nacle were diffolved, 1bey bave a building of Ged, an

Ca boufe
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boufe not made with bands, eternal in the beavens.
Verily there are no fentiments fo immediately cal-
culated to make them who believe them wax vali-
ant in fight,

" ON the contrary, if the foldiers are in a ftate
of impenitence, and have no part, or lot in this
matter ; they may well tremble at the found of
the trumpet and the alarm of war ; not barely with
fear of lofing prefent exiitence, but of being in-
. gulfed in future mifery.

- 1. 1 now beg leave to fuggeft fome things with
a defign of reviving the fpiric of our militia.

Tue founding this Arcient and Honourable
Comgpanv by the Legiflature, the encouragement
they have cuntinuall; given it, and the many laws
that fave been paffed refpefting the military, con-
vince us, as before oblerved, that it hath at every
period, fince the firft fectlement of the province,
appeared a matter of importance to our wifeft men,
that the nalitia fhoeld be kept in a refpectable
conditi n. After all fumrcething fecms to be fhill
war..ing——We have cCegencrated 1o a great de-
gree frim, :

7. Tne neRle fpirit of our anceftors. They,
under the influence of love to Gd, and his divine
religion, fought an afylum in thefe wilds of America
from every fpecies of oppreffion. They left their
native land, and many delights of life, and came to
thelc fhores in order to erjby that liberty wherewith
Chrift had made them free. Here they had to en-
counter with all the unaycidable hardfhips of a new

- T and
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and uncultivated country : and what was ftill worfe,
with the tribes of barbarous Indians, whofe tender
mercies were cruelty. Many and blocdy were the
wars they had with thefe inhuman foes. They
were called to endure hardnefs as ‘good foldiers 5
and like Nebemiab’s workmen, to hold a weapon
in one hand, while they wrought with the other.
Every man had his fword on his thigh becaufe of
fear in the night.—While they difcovered a tender
concern for the honour of God, and appeared to
have religion at heart, they fought bravely on many
hazardous occafions : thereby making it evident,
that they thought the charalter of a good foldier,
was rot repugnant to that of a real cbriftian.

To particularize all the inftances of their fortitude
- would be unneceflary ; fecing it may be taken for
granted that you are not ignorant of a hiftory, in
which you are fo immediately concerned.

THAT the art of war was taught, and a military
fpiric promoted from time to time by our prede-’
ceffors, our appearance in the houfe of God this
day, is an evidence. And on many occafions, when
his Majefty’s fervice required it, tbey bave jeoparded
tbeir lives unto the death in the bigh places of the
field—To whom, vader God, will you attribate the
important corqueft of Louifbeurg in 17452 To a
body of troops colleted from the provinces of New-
England. They were militia ; men who volunta-
rily lefe their various occupations, to encounter the
hard(hips and dangers of a campaigi ;3 not exceed-
ing 4000 innumber. This handful of brave men,
with the fmiles of heaven on their arms, conquered
a city, which, fays one, in the opinion of its Go-

vernor
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vernor and citizens, as well officers as foldiers, civil
and military, could never be reduced by lefs th.m

30000 men,

Tue fenfe the Britith Parliament had of this con-
queft, and of thofe who obtained it, is apparent in
the promotion of General Pepperrell, to the dignity
of a Baronet ; and Commodore Warren, to be
Admiral of the Blue.  Alfo in reimsburfing the peo-
ple of New- England the expences they had been at
in the expedition. *

THE readinefs of this people to take the field was
difcovered in 1746, when apprehenfive of an in-
vafion by the French. The alarm having fpread
through the country, our brethren from warious
parts in great multitudes, ready for the fight,
crowded this Metropolis.— And as a recent inftance
of the loyaky, and military fpirit of our inhabitauts,
we may remember, that this province alone fur-
nithed his Majefty -with 7000 ,men annually, for
three years 1+ fucceffively, to affilt in carrying on the
war in Awmerica. RBrave men have lived in New-
England ; brave men no doubt ftill live.—May
every breaft be fired with emulation to maintain the
fame martial fpirit,  And as Ce/ar faid to his army
1a 3 very critical fituation, not having time to ad-

drefs

L. s. d.

* The Maffachufette, - . - - . . 183,649 2 7
New-Hampthire, - - - - . - - 16 355 13 4
Conaelticat, - - - .. - - . - 2886319 1
Rhode-Iflaad, - - - - - . = = 6,322 12 10
Captain Gibfon, a Volunteer. - - . - 547 15 O

¢ The years 1758 1759, 1760,
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drefs them as ufual, ¢ Forget not your former
bravery ;** fo mught it be faid with propriety to
our militia, if they were affembled in this place to
day, Forget not the bravery of your anceftors,
but diligently labour to cultivate the fame fpirit.
Bleffed be God we are not called to unfheath the
fword, and to take the field at prefent ; but a time
may come, when his Majefty’s fervice, and the
caufe of our country may demand our help.

2. It behoves us therefore, as we with to fee the
militia raifed to its former glory, to be pun&ilious
in our attendance on the ftated days of training.
Four times a year, as required by law, can never
be deemed a hardfhip. Inftead of being /f5, would
it not be for our aivantage to appear more fre-
quently in the field ? And when there, to fpend
more time in going through the various exercifes ?
Practice makes perfect. How can it be fuppofed,
that a regiment that meets but once a quarter, and
when they do meet, ftay no longer than to anfwer
the law and fave their fines, will ever make a pro-
ficiency in the military art ? It was the cutom for~
merly for the troops to fpend the whole, or the
greateft part of the day in the field ; allowing
themfelves a fhort time only for neceflary refrefh-
ment. The revival, and continuance of this praQice
would, in all probability, have a ufeful tendency.

ConTiNOING {0 many hours in the field, it may
be alledged, is fatiguing. Puny foldiers, if any
fuch there be, who have not yet learned to endure
hardnefs. He who makes fuch an obje&ion, if it
is poffible any among us fhould make it, will bluth

when he confiders what fatigues and hardfhips his
) progenitors
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ptogenitors endured, in their long and bloody
wars with Savages ; and on other occafions when
called to the ficld of battle. If we cannot endure
the fatigues of one day’s campaiga in the fight of
our very habitations, what would be the confe-
quence, if we thould be called to march miles from
home, every man with his knap-fack on his back,
and there to fight an enemy ¢ Let us inure our-
felves to thefe fatigues now, that we may be pre-
pared for greater, if called to endure them.

THE profpet would be truly encouraging, if
our brethren in general were ambitious to appear
in the field on thefe occafions, well accoutred, their
arms in order, and nothing wanting ; each man
anxious to rival his brother foldier. A laudable
ambition this, and of great utility in the militia.
How far it prevails every one may judge for him-
felf.—~The Honorable Company who have cailed us
to the houfe of the Lord, to fantify their arms by
the word of God and prayer, merit the praifes of
their brethren ; together with the refpectable Train
of Artillery.* Belides thefe, there are a few Com-
panies in fom= of the towns in the Province, com-
manded by Gentlemen wh) poffefs the true martial
{pirit, which are an honour to themfelves, and
their officers. From hence we learn what they all
might be, if equal pains were taken by thofe who
arc appointed to the command.

3. To which indeed muft be added as indifpen-
fably neceffary, the concurrence of the troops. For
however ready the commanding officers may be to

attend

®# A Ccmpany in this Town commanded by Captain
Aoino Pappock,
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attend to their duty, if the troops do not chearfully
concur with them, it is impoffible that they thould
ever make a reputable appearance in the field.
The want of which at prefent, mav, with all be-
coming deference to this venerable Affembly, be
deemed one grand caufe of the prefent declining
ftate of the militia.

In this town there are above 2000 men able to
bear arms ; many of whom are excufed from duty,
except in cafes of alarm : others, inattentive to the
importance of a well difciplined militia, chufe rather
to pay their fines than appear in the field. Permit
me with modefty to afk, How it is poffible, things
continuing thus, that the regiment fhould appear
cither complete or refpe@able ?—W hereas, would
gentlemen of reputation among us, fec the good
example, it would render our militia reputable, and
tend to increafe the number of volunteers in the
fervice. Hence it is in their power in a great de-
gree, to ftrengthen the things which remain in this
re{pect, and feem ready to die. This among other
things, would be an evidence of a truly public {pirit,
and an honour to thofe who fhould lead the
way.

4. | wiLL only add under this particular, That
it is abfolutely neceflary to exclude Juxury from the
camp. The plainnefs and fimplicity of our an-
ceftors with refpect to their manner of living, may
reafonably be fuppofed to have contributed much,
to that greatnefs of mind which they often difco-
vered. Luxury tends to enervate the body, to fill
it with difeafe, to render men effeminate, and unfic
them tor every manly enterprize.

In what a miferable condition did A/binus deliver
up the army to Metellus, upon his receiving the
command, after the fhameful treaty of Aulus with
' D Fugurthas

R
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Jugurtha. They had been fpoiled by the methods
of indulgence ; and were not difpofed for action.
Before that brave Commander could attack Fugur-
tha, he wasobliged to break them of old cuftoms,
and to inure them to hardfhips. For this purpofe,
Saluft informs us, he ordered out of the camp all
the {upports of idlenefs—He alfo marched his army
daily to the right and left ; obliged them to fortify the
camp with a rampart and ditch, juft as if an enemy
was near, &c. Thus in a little time they became
fit for fervice. Like caufes will produce like
effects. Luxury is a follier’s greateft enemy—
And -even fhould we never be called to the field,
the banifhment of this vice from among us, would
be attended with great advantages to us as citizens.

III. IT remains that we advert a little to the
neceflity of thefe warlike preparations, even in a
time of peace.

Szir-pEFENCE is an eftablithed law of our na<
ture, and a firft dictate of common fenfe ; which
has never been fuperfeded by any written law of
God, or by the religion of Jefus. During the
old teftament difpenfation, wars were entred into
and carried on by divine authority and diretion ;
which appears in many inftances. And fome of
the beft of men were the greate(t {oldiers, as Abra-
bam, Fofbua, David, &c. And even in the New-
Teftament, we learn by implication, though not
by any pofitive precept, that what we underftand
by defenfive war is lawful.

WHEN the foldiers afked Fobm, what they
fhould do ? he did not take the opportunity,
which was very favourable, to inform them that
their employment was unlawful ; but rather direéts
them to do violence to no man: meaning that they
fhould not be ready, upon every little, infufficient

pro-
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provocation to draw the fword and wound a fel-
low fubje@®. And farther exhorts them 20 be con-
sent with their wages 3 which plainly implies a
continuance in their employment.

WHEN Peter went to Cornelius, a devout cen-
turion, or captain of an hundred men by divine
command, * we do rot read that he made_any at-
tempt to convince him, that the military character
was incompatible with the gofpel of Chnft.  Sure
we are that this infpired apoftle, would not have
left the pious centurion under the influence (* a
fingle error. His filence therefore in  this matter,
implies that a2 man may be at the fame tinie a real
difciple of Chrift and a good foldier. .

THuE fame thing is taught us by Chrift himfelf.
If my kingdom were of this world, then would my
difciples fight, that I [bould not be delivered to the
Jews.+ The reafon why they were not fuilered
to defend their matter, was, his kingdom was fpi-
ritual - but he declares, had it been temporal, they
would have fought in his defence, agreable to the
maxims of earthly Potentates. Therein teaching
us, that to defend ourfclves is lawful. And to be
in readinefs to do it,

1. BEcoMEs neceffary from this fingle confide-
ration, That thofe ufts which are the grand fource
of wars and fightings fill remain. Fallen human
nature is the fame now it ever was.—Different men
may indeed be under the influence of diffcrent vicious
paffions,{fuchas ambition, revenge, avarice, &c. Yet
thefe various lufts when indulged, naturally tend to
difturb the repofe of others, and to bring on aéts
of hoftility ; either between members of the fame
community, or neighbouring ttates. An ambiti-
exs Prince, thinking his dominions too contrated,

D2 may

® Als 10. 1 John 18. 3€.
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may enter into a war with his neighbours in order
to acquire a greater extent of territory. Another
under the infl.ence of avarice may take up arms
in expectation of filling his coffers.—A third hav-
ing tried his fortune in war, and been repeatedly
deieated, concludes a peace with the conquerors
only w.th a view of repairing his lofles, and of aug-
menting his navy and army ; that at fome future
period he may have it in his power to be avenged
on them. This we have abundant reafon to believe
is the cafe with our natural encmies the French and
Spaniards ; over whom, through the blefling of the
Lord ot Hofts on our arms, we have triumpbed
glorioufly. Wirnefs the feries of victories obtained
by the Britith forces during the laft war. Their
hearts glow with revenge ; in peace they prepare
for war 3 and no doubt will endeavour to take an
advantage of us. It is poffible therefore, that we
may be invaded, though at prefent fome may think
1t a remote, and an uncertain event : confequently
it becomes us to be ready to make a vigorous,
and a f{kilful oppofition.

IF we may judge from the common conduét of
to0 many in our own nation, two pernicious max-
ims (eem to be adopted. The firft 1s, That all at-
tention to the art of war may be laid afide in time
of peace. The other is, That our dependance in a
time cf war is to be on the Randing army. Both
ought ro be exploded, as they tend in their icfluence
to prevent the militia of the kingdom trom ever be-
coming refpetable.  Befides, we have reafon to ex-
pect that our ftate of tranquility will fooaer or later
be difturbed. Thus it has been in days palt ; thus
1t may be again. Let us only fuppofe that the o
nemy thould attack us in the beginning of a war ;

in what a defencelefs coniion fhould we be, if our
fortifi-
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fortifications are fuffered to crumble to pieces, and
the ufe of arms is neglected ?

A sTaTe of fecunity is both thameful and haz-
ardous ; of this we have a ftriking inftance in the
cafe of Laifh. Tbey dwelt carelejs—quict and fe-
cure. and there was no magifirate in the land to pus
them to fhame in any thing. The confequence was,
that they fell an ealv prey to their e~:mies.

To depend wholly on a ftanding army, is alfo
prepofterous.  For however ufctul they have been
in ume of war, and may be again ; we will fuppofe
that any part of his Majeity’s doaiinions thould be
invaded at a junfure, when the army was at too
great . diftance to come to their affiftance ; or when
their united force was neceflary elfewhere : what
would be the confequence ? Doubtlefs the Prince
muft fuffer the lofs of that part of his dominions,
through the want of a well difciplined militia,—
Belides, the inhabitants of a country have every
thing dear to fight for. Thev have lives, liberties,
eftates, wives, children, &c. If they will not labour
to defend thefe, they cannot be poffeffed of the {pi-
rit of men.

2. I may farther obferve, that whatever renders
us formidable to our enemies, and tends to prevent
an invalion is neceffary. And nothing will do this
more effectually, than to keep our fortifications and
militia in good order.

Ir a Prince meditates a blow againft a city or
country, the firft inquiries generally are, How is it
as to natural fitcvation ? What the condition of its
fortifications ? What the number of its militia ?
Are they a fecure effeminate people, or bold and
enterprizing ¢ Ignorant of, or well acquainted with
the ufe of arms ? Thefe circumftances, of which he
caa cafily gain intelligence, determine him whether

or
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or ho to attack it ; and if he does, what force will
be fufficient ? If upon the whole, it is found to be
well fortified, and inhabited by a people of a mar-
tial fpirit, thefe confiderations may happily prevent
their being difturbed.—But fhould they be invaded
notwithftanding, they will be in a condition to de-
fend themfelves. A well-difaplined militia is the
beauty, and undet God, the fecurity of a country.
1. THE PREMISES naturally lead us to reflet
on, and bewail the miferable condition of this apo-
ftate world.  How is human nature fallen from its
ptiftine glory | 'God made man apright, but be vath
Sfought out many inventions. n his ftate of innocence
he fuftained the moral image of his God, enjoved
peace withHim,compofure in his mind,and pofifefifed
a moft friendly temper. Benevolence was written
on his heart as with the point of a diamond. He
koew not what it was to be tormented with ambiti-
on, covetoufnefs,or any other of the vicious paffions.’
But the crown has fallen from his head ! He has
paffed, horrid tranfition ! into a ftate of rebellion
againft heaven ; and is {adly influenced by that ty-
rant /uft ; from whence come wars and fightings.
And the fcriptures fpeak of this revolt in terms of
univerfality—Tbe WHOLE WORLD lieibin wick-
¢dnefs—ALIL bave finned. And this horrid thing
which extends to AL L, hath changed a paradife into
a field of blood. And man who once appeared in
dignity is intirely defpoiled of it : to fecure ourfelves
againft the effets of whole malevolence, we are
reduced to the neceflity of having every man his
fword on his thigh.
2. IT follows,that whatever 1s calculated to fubdue
this evil and kitter thing, has a tendency to preferve
peace among(t men. May I be permitted to fug-

geft, that this matter more immediately belongeth
tn
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to my Reverend Fathers and Brethren, whom the
great Head of the Church hath entrufted with his
gofpel, which is the only effeCtual remedy againft
the dominion of luft. It is theirs efpecially as good
foldiers of Jefus Chrift, to wrefle againft flefb and
blood, againft principalities, againfR powers, againfp
the rulers of the darknefs of this world, and all [p:-
ritual wickednefs ; knowing that tbe weapens of
their warfare are not carnal, but mighty tbrough
God, to the pulling down firong bolds, cafting down
imaginations, and every bigh thing that exalteth it-
felf againft the knowledge of God, and bringing into
captivity every thought to the obedience of Chrift.
It is theirs to propagate the doctrines of the crofs,
which are the wifdom and power of God ; and fo
far as they are really believed, they become influ-
ential in preventing animofities and contentions.
The wifdom that is from above, is frft pure, then
peaceable, gentle, and eafy to be intreated, full of
mercy, and good frusts. It all men were under the
influence of the religion of the New-Teftament,
wars would ceafe to the ends of the earth. But we
know by forrowful experience that this is not the
cafe, in the prefent flate of the world.

3. THErEFORE the art of waris ftill neceffary ;
and confequently the continuaice of this Antient and
Honorable Artillery-Company, is as expedient as its
original inflitution. It was tounded we know in the
infancy of the province, when infefted by cruel In-
dians, as a {chool to train up officers for the militia 3
fome of whom have played the man for the people
and the cities.of their God, and though now num-
bered with the dead, they are remembred with af-
fe€tion. The appearances of this day convince us,
that the fpirit with which they were animated is not .
extint ; it lives in a degree in their pofterity, who

breathe
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breathe in the fame air, and have drank deep into
the fame principles ; though alas it has too much
decayed. Nevert‘rclcfs, thus approved and encou-
razed by His Honor our Commander in Chief, in
whofe hads the power of the militia is, we hope
for its abundant profperity. And that the Gentle-
men of this important inftitution, will perfevere with
uaremitting Jiligence in cheir laudable endeavours to
promote military knowledge. May they go on and
profpzr, an1 the Luord be with them.

Tuey will particularly remember wkile thus em-
ployed, thac religion is the grand accomplihment.
The chritian an| the g19d [aldier are not inconfift-
ent wita each other. Icis of the laft importance
that thev bave on the wh.le armour of God : baving
tbe loins girt about w:sk truth, and baving on the
breatt plate of righteoufnefs, the feet fbod with the
preparation of the gofpel 5 above all taking the /bield
of faith, that thzy may be able to quench all the fiery
darts of the wicked alfo the belmet of falvation, and
tbe [word of tbespirit, wbich is the wird of God—
ﬁ@m will they be able to withfand in the evil day.
‘cIv fine.  We have caufe of rejoicing, that how-
&t wars and fightings may be expeted in the pre-
feot ftate of things, that a period will come, when
peace fhall flow down like a river.  Then tbe peopls
fhall beat their [words into plough-/bares, and their
Jpears into pruning books : nation fball not lift up
Jword againft nation, neither [ball they learn war any
more. And the kingdoms of this world (ball become
tbe kingdoms of our God and of bis Chrift ; and He
fball reign forever. To whom be glory and domi-
nion world without end. AMEN.
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