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On -the following
IMPORTANT SUBJECTS,
T'ue Propenfity that there | Iupurep  Righteoufnefs
15 1 Mankind univerfally ‘ one of the Ulgneg of the
to make their own Righ- []  Gofpel.
teoufnefs the Ground of
their Confidence. Ar IHQHEI‘}’ into St. Panl's

. Mﬂ&hing iﬂ P{U!fxﬁ- iie IZ;
SycH R:gl\twufnc{'s provs I 13, *“ Work our your own
6 q.

cd t¢ be eﬂ'ennally deiici- || * Salvation with fear and
ent : which 1is ruadlly ac- || ¢ Trembling. For it 1s
lknowledged by all, who ““ Gop who worketh in you
know the Truth as it is ‘“ both to will and to do of
in JEsus. | i1 ¢ his good Pleafure.”
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THE following Difcourfes were Origi-
=+ nally defigned for the Palpit only ;
but are now publlfhed at the Defire of ma-

ny who heard them. The Writer is fenfi-
ble, that moft of the Seiitirnenis contaiiied
in them, ar¢ not popular, but he believes
them to be dlvme : caIculatéd {6 hunible
“the Srnner, and to. exalt the SAVIOUR
Which is the gr&nd End of the Gofpel. In
?ropomoh as t’hls End fhall be anfwered,

by the following Publlcauon, he fhall fe-
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Mankind are univerfa ally apt to truft in thewr owi
Righteoufnefs,

it ) pli, Ty TN =0 Sy :I

- PHILIP. IIL 4,4, 6 7, 8, and o,

If any other Man thinketh he Latl whereof he might irufl in
the Flefb, I'more : |

Circumcifed the eighth Day, of the Stock of Urael, of the Trile
ef Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews, as iczm}r;ng the Law,
a Pharifee s

. Gongerning Zeal, ﬁe:ﬁcm‘mg the Church ; touching the Rigt-
g‘fazyi:qﬁ which is in the Law, chmdq/ff.

But wf:at Things were gain o me, toofe I counted Lofs for
CHR ST

Tea r{wbﬂe 5, and. [ coupt all Things but Lofs, for ihe Excer-

(RN

Zefzcy of the Knowlidge chHRIST FESUS my LORD :

Sfor whom I have fuffered the Lofs of all Things, and do conng
them but Dung that I may win CHRIST,

And be found in Him, not having mine own szﬁfeazgﬁzﬁf'

;LU}JICb 15 of the erfi but that which is through the Faith it i
CHRIST, f.’.‘r,e Rznbthz.ﬁwﬁ which is of GOD by Faith. .

’ ;}ﬁ:ﬁ(ﬁ)ﬁiﬁﬁl two leading pointsofSt. Paud's miniltry weve,
& the fall of man, with itsnature and extent s z2nd

T § the gracxous recovery by Curist, He was la-

defatigable in his attempts to convince manking
%ﬁﬁﬁ. of thele, that {c thelr lofty looks might be broug::

!aw,,and the Lowrp alone exalted. Thefe fentiments ap-
peared to" .him of great importance ; hence it was thathe

2

ﬁmhtaced &very favourable opportunity to propagate them,
: ) 1o



4 Mankind are univerfally apt o

To which he was greatly excited by his pwn experience of

a deep rooted enmity to CHRiIsT, and an apinefs to wrult in
the fleth. A temper of mind which he knewr to be not only

Inveterate, but univerfal ; fallen human nature being the fame
in every age and oation.  Again{t which the gofpel of the
grace of Gop is the only fovercign antidote. Senfible of this,
when our apoftle vifited Philippi, a city of Macedonia, he made
CHRIST and Him crucified the fubjedt of his winiftry ; and
had this for his comfart, that mauy of the Plilippians became
obedient to the faith. Thefe were mcorpor'{ted into a gofpel-
church-ftate ; and were happy for a time in the enjoyment
of the fpecial prmleges of the church of CarisT. Baut af:
ter St. Panl's-departure, grievous wolves entred in, not {par-
-jog the flock : men of corrupt minds, who tried to draw
away difciples after them. The apoftie received the forrow-
ful tidings, and wrote themi this epiftie by the hand of Efa-
phroditus, who was 2 meflenger from the faints at Philippi to
him while in confinement at Rome ; and had minifired to his
waats, It’s contents are various and afeful ; but come not
“under our confideration at prefent, except fo far as they are

conne&cd with the text.

In the firft verfe of this chﬂpter he affures the Philippiant
‘that it-was far from being grievous to him, and would be
fafe for them to repeat the fame things in writing, that had
been the {fubjedts of his perfonal miniltry among them. And
for which there was at that'time a {pecial neceﬂity, arifing
from the endeavours of falfe-teachers to pervert his gofpel ;
by leading them to the obfervance of circumcifion, and other
Fewifh rites, in order for acceptance with Gop. Thele men
he treats with a degree-of juft feverity. Verfe 2d, Beware of
dogs,—** St. Paulhere very properly calls the falfe teachers
“:dogs, becanfe, as dogs, they did rend and tare the fimplis
‘““ city of the gofpel, and divided the glory of man’s falvation
"‘ * between-faith and works ; becaule, as dogs, they barked
| ‘  out
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sruft fn theiv own Riphitesfuc’. ;.
“ gyt reproaches agamﬁ the ﬁpoﬂles and a‘lﬂe,:. doCirine, dao
4 livered in its aative purity and fimplicity.” & And as coge

they were withouf ; and as fierce dogs, they laboured to degfom :

BEW ARE of evilworkers—A fentence farther defcriptive of
the fame perfons, who wrought not with St. Paul, but againfe
him ; and endeavoured to pull down what he had carefully
builc up. - Between whowm there was this important differ-
ence ; Paul built on CrrisT, as the {ure foundation which
_GOB had laid : they built on Mofis,  Paul taught thae
if any man was circumcifed, he became a debtor to do the
wholelaw ; and that by the deeds of thelaw no fiefh could -be

jultified : they,taught that it was neceflary to be circumcifed,
and to keep the law in order to jullification. Pax/ was un-

der the influence of the Spirit of Gop : they were led away
by a fpirit of error and delnfion, Itis added,

. BEW ARE of the concifion, A pame which the apoltle feems
here to give to circumcifion, by way of difapprobation ; aod
as expreflive of the injury which the church of CurisT
might receive from thele men, who endeavoured to perpe-
tuate that rite, with the whole law of ceremonies. There-

by cutting themfelves of and thofe that adhered to them, as
far as they could, from CurisT, and the way of life

through Him.  For CHRIST is become of no effedd to you,

wbaﬁever of you are juftified by the low ; ye are falien from:
grace. + i. e. the dottrine of grace.

"

- Havixe thus cautioned the Philippians again{t falie téach-
ers, the apoltle proceeds to {peak of himf{elf and his brethren,

in oppofition to them. Verle 3d, For we are the circumcifion,
q. d. Though we lay afide thatrite, and bave nothing to

do with-the circimcifion of the fleth ; we have that * of
which'it was & fhadow,” even the ircumcifion of the heart.

- fw
* Dr. Smith's Annotations i le.  +Gal\ v, 44



.6 Mankind ‘are univerfally apt o

For be s st @ Few, avbich is one cutwardly, neither is $ha? ¢ir-
;mmcgf ton, which is ﬂutwam" inthe fhifb « But beis @ Jew, which
25 onep gard (v, and cireupgcifion xm‘@:ﬁ of the heart, iivihe [biriz,
end not in the letter, whsfz praife is not of man, but if GOD, &

WHICH quﬂ}gﬂ G'OD 1 {56’_/251{‘]1’ i..e. Wlth our fou! or
Jpirit 3 and in that fpmtual way that Gpn h'r.t]u Appointed ;3

tbemg affifted by the Holy SEH‘!{ who. helpﬂb onr infir-
'mmes, &c.

AND ;garce ip CH RIS 7' 5’ ESUS : thisis fmd to diftin-
gm[h them from :thofe who. rejoiced i in themlelves, and in
their fubwiffion to legal inflitutions.

AND have no confidence. in the flefb : . d. Whatever is
‘our courfe of obedience, we. lay no ﬂra{s onit; but view it
w5 a cipher in the great affair of § Ju ﬁlﬁmyon ‘I('/Jrﬂgb f&}'a St
Paul, Imighthave confidence inthe flefb : meaning upon the
prmaplﬂs of thefle falle teachers. .To prove which, he brings
,m the text. If any cther man ;t’amketﬁ be hath swbereof he might
truft in the flofb, I'more ¢ q:rcumc ifed the eighth. day, of the flock
_of Ifrael, af the tribe of Bpmgm}n van Hebrew of the Hebrew.r s
as toucbzng the lr'w a P/mrgﬁ;c ;:ang;r,tmgg zeal, ;Swyeaut;ng the
chiirch ; tauclgmg z‘/:e rngjeaz ﬁ.«gﬁ which is in t/:e Jawy: blamelefs,
But wbat t}ng.r were gam tome,thofe I caunted lofsforCH RIST. _
Yea doubtlefs, and I count ajl z‘lqmg; but dofs for the excellency ¢f
the- kﬂawfgdge of CHRIST JESUS my LORD : Jor whim-I

i ow

bave fuffered the lofs of all things, az:p’ Jo count thens but .dung
that I may winCHR [ ST, and be ﬁ;zmd in Hzm 10! ba'umg

piines own righteoufnels, which is of .the ldw, but rlm 'wbchf T,
through the faith of CHRIST, the ngln‘eazgﬁ'aﬁ w/:zclz 5 of
GO D by faith. . '

. Tue former part of the paflageisSt. Paul’s narrative of the
prmleges of his bigth, his {riG. manper of life,and his cons
fidence

) 3 Rom, 11, 28, 20/
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fidente i them for jlifcaiion belore Gop, I (heé latdr
part of it; he déclares that his apprehenfion of things was al-
tered 3 and that he was now {nfible of his former, roinous
miftake.  Aad therefore ¢hal he'did, molt hearuly, count sl
ehofe thiogs which Were gain to him beforé, but Lf and duuis
that-he might win-C#rist,and be found in Him, The fol-
lowing particulars are pmpoﬁ:d_mr confideration,

I. ALL unregenerate men ate 1ps: io truﬂ: in their own
gighteoufoels,

i SucH righteoufiiels proved to be effentially defeise.

fll. THe fianer, upon his becoming experimentally ac-

quaintéd with the grace of the gofpel, is thereby led to v
nounce alt ¢onfidence in the flefh ; and to expedt acceptancﬁ
- WWith Gob, dily on addount of the perfed righteoufnefs of

JEsus.

1, ALL udrégenérate miem ate apt to triufk in their own
hghteoufnefs -
SLLF-APPROBATIGN, 2nd felf-confidence are firlt princi-
ples 3 they are- natural to man, aed grow up with him. No-
thmg is more common than for mdn to catertain a4 good
opinion of himielf, and therefore he is not apprehenfive of
danger in trofting to himfelf, Why fhould he be afraid to
;Jdt confidedce in onie,whom he views with {5 much efteer ?

| Tms {pirit is interwoveri with man’s-wholé foul, and dift
covers itfelf in the common afftirs of . life. Atcordmgly we
find that men in general give the preférence to their 6w tifi~
derftanding ; and aré all atiention while othiers are lavith of
theic praifes. Why ? but becaufe they are fond of them-
felves and think they delervetobe equally efteemed by others.

On the other hand, with what difficulty do - perfons under
$he



“ G | Mankind ate umiverfally. apt 10

the influence of this fondnefs for themfelves brook an affront ?
They are ready to think, if they do not fay fo, That men of
their importance, delerve better treatment,  Is 2hy fervant a
g, {aid Hazael o Elyfba, that befbould do this gréat thing ¢ §§
No verily, Hazael is a better man, as if he had faid, than to
bring fuch calamities on -Jfrael ; and thou: £ifba, the man of

Gop art furely. miltaken in his charatter—Yet foon after he
dld it,

COULD‘thisf pirit beconfined to temporal things, the hazard
that men run would be Jnfinitely lefs.. Though in this cale,
He that trufleth in-bis own beart is a faal * But when it ls*ln-
troduced, and prevailsin thofe things in which men-have to
do with JEnovas, they run the dreadful rifque of lofing
theit fouls 1 for'a felf-righteous Pharifee will be as furely
‘danined, 43" an’ openly profane finner, " This. harfb fay-
ing, as fome may deem'it, is Tufficiently proved by the text,
and by all thofe paflfages of fcripiure which denounce woes
againft Pharifees. . Paul knew that his confidence ‘in the
‘feth would have termmated in his.lofs of heaven, if tht. LorD

had not brought him to {ee the mfufﬁcnency of his own rlgh-

teotfnefs ; and enabled him to Ay for refuge to the Hope fet
before him. Hence he counted all but kﬁ that hc m:ght wm
Curist and be found in Him. - '

BuT nothmg can be more to the purpofe, than ourLorp’s
condudt toward the felf- righteous Pharifees in the days of his
fleth. He places them in the {fame clafs with Scribes and Hy-

pocrites ; and ‘eight times,'in the® courfe of one chapter t
addrefles them with; Wo unto you. T Which He concludes

with thefe awful words, Ye ferpents, ye generation of vgﬁem
hoew can ye efeape the damnation of hell 2 §

Bur

- $§ 2 Kings, vil, 13.* Prov. xxvill. 26, 4 Mat. xxiit,
IVCI'. 13: 14-; 15, 16 23, 25, 275 29 § Ver. 33
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“Bur fuch'is human depravity, thet mankind univerfally,
confidered in unbelicf, entertain ihis fondacfs for themleives,
itis what'they fooneft difcover, and part will: ateft, Ve
fseaur childres, asfoon as they learn 1o diftinguith good from
evily réacy 1o nlace great confidence in fome fappo ed gooid~
pefs. - They- are not guilty of this evil and the viher ; ar*ai.
are not fo. bad s fome who are within the circle of theu
quaintance. And hence are ready to infer the gmdnefa ot
their'{tate, Neitheris-this'to be confined 10" the' follies of
childliood 2nd youth ; verily itis the folly of men ofevery
age.- Usder its influence Paul became a noted zealot,  Fox

all his religion -was founded on this plmmplf.. This he-
ﬁ'anlxly conff*ﬁ’es._ ~ . , - -

: THERL‘ are.many things that mxght be memmae& B
prc-ve ihe: unwerfahty of this iﬂl tymper (o

1 THE general &ife of thF’ holy fcrzptures Every man
who does not wilfully fhut his eyes mufl obferve, that one
m?lmfef't dcf g0 of the word of Gop,isto lead mankind to form
a pmper eﬁlmatq of their oW chma&er and Lherehy prevem |
their putting ‘confidencein thémfelves,  Accordingly the cor-
ruption of the world; is reprefented as €xtending to every in-
dividual of . the race of 4dam ; and to every power and fa-
culty of the human foul, Thepare ALL gone ofide, they are altor
gether become Flthy : : there isSNONE that doth 8008, 730 not ONE. %
Now we know that what things the law Jaith, it Jaith to thens
that are.under the law: thatBVERY moutly mgb;‘{zﬁ pped, and
ALL: 2h¢;WORLD may become guilty before GO B, ALL. have
fmned, and ome Jhort of the glory of GOD. + .-Paffages of the
fame import are numerous ; all tending to prove that tng.
WHOLE. WORLD is become cuiLTy before Gap,

. B . Hows

- L] - g » -, I - .
* i “ i - | t . - .
L4 'i ! kI ‘h’ = - . 1 J

% P/fa. xiv. 3. compured with Rom, iii, 10,23,
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-Now that; carruption that e&tenﬁa te all mankind, is prov-
éd by the fameinfallible volume to reach to all the faculties of
the {ouls of me¢n.- .Auend-to the fo!lowarsgfcnpture" Ant
G 0D faw that the wickednefs of mar was great in the carth, and

3hat EVERY.imaginafion of the theughts of his heart was only
evil continually.3 Note, * Every imagination was ¢vif, and that

sontinually —We alfo vead that 2becornal mindis enmity againf?
GO D. § That the ynderfanding isdarkned,*the will obftinate,
the affetions; inordinate. The . natural man is faid net 2o re-
ceive the things of -the Spirit of GO D3, they are foolifbnefs Lmzm
him. He.is reprefented dead in fins,  alienated from Gov ;

enemy in. his mind by wicked works, St. Paul declares, that ﬂ:ey
that are in the flefb cannat pleafe GOD. And Curist affured:

- Nicademus, that that which is born of the flefb, is flefb. + By

being.inithe flefb; nothing: léfs -js. meant. thanthe totally
corrupt-condition of every man before. regeneration.. Imthis.

- ftate he is by nature ; for he is born of the flelb, and he is flefb ;

yea ieis'all flefh i . wholly carnal depra?ed in every part.

THE hvmg qracles abound with. paffages, 1mmcd1ate1y de-

ﬁB“ﬂd 10 prove, tl"at huqmn nature isin 2 RRate of fotal corrup-
fion; onhlch thofqabove Cllcd are ﬂnly a fpemmen, N

Froy hcncc T would obferve that tlie mﬁmtely great Gop
knowing the propenﬁty that thére is in’man, to think' well
of, and to truft in himfelf, faw it neceffary thus to exhibit

his dreadful chara&er, in its trug llght. |

2. THAT thn&pr:ncxple is Both general, and -dangerous,
may be fearnt from the whole tenor of the gofpel. “The gof-
pel of Crrrstiis caleulated to bring down the lofty looks
of man, that the;.Lor b alone may be exalted. Itis goodnews

to finners ;- yea the chief of fuch. It -confiders. all men ona
level ¢

IGen. vi. 5. § Rom. viii, 7, 8. * Epb. 1v. 13, j'obaz Vs 49,
| Cﬂf. '.U.- l*- Eﬁé n‘ }i ydéﬁm‘ 6[ ' .
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Yevel 3 tBat 38, I, guilty, wad hclplefs,  Pstn debt ten Eifczr
fand walents, and having mmmb o poy. One cangot ploag
the privileges s of his birth, as giving Lis the prefercnce; 2nos
fher eannotintiedace the obedignce of his jliﬁ' as a reafon © UU
imerey fhould firik be exercifed torards him,  On the con-
wary, all who are faved according to the riches of grace, wic
Droqght as with one'voice to plead guilty » faying, ¢ Lorwn.
s merciful to me a fmner”  The falvation that thf‘ sofpel
feis biefore us, s altogether fevercign and unmeriied. ;OJiGﬂ*
quetitly one man has Bo more mht to it than asother. The
Lor D will have mercy en whom fx’e “will have merey, and He will
bave conpaffion ex whom He will have cowpaffion.  Sa tben i is
ot of bim that willeth, nor of bin that runneth, by qf'G 29
who fheweth mercy, +—Thus the graceof Gop, which is moft

illnfirioafly difplayed ia the gﬁfp&! deﬁwys all boafied cife
zmﬁ::ons amoug mefl, _

, THERE wasa remarkable diftin®ion, long kept up &
tween Jews and Gentiles. The former treared the latter ‘wub |

comempt . while they concluded that they alone were Gop’s
peculiar: people.  Butthis glorious gofpel immediately tend=
ed to annihifate this diftin&tion ; by teaching the converted
fmvs, Thatthe Gentiles fhould be ]5”1‘31{) beirs, and of the fams
Body, and partakers of the promife of 6OD in CHRIST.

FroM the premifles I remark, That itis neceflarily fuppoled
n the doétrines of Crris'T, that manking are univerfally ap:
o teaft i in themfelves. For vhv thould the Lorp reveal fuch

# gofpel to 45, which in its very nature tends to debafe the
finoer, and to dieﬁroy {elf-confidence, if men were not in
danger of beiog led away by this fpirit ?

1. Wﬁa'farther' learn this melancholy truth from the mini-
flry of - the apoftles,  Senfible that it wis one grand

- end

‘¥hkp?ﬂr i?x:r Fslf 161 IE;’}.?- iii# 6;
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end of the golpel, to irv .,1d1catf, this tulpmp they invariably
pointed all their artillery againft it.  To prove this obfcrva-
tion by quotations from the f.p'lﬁlﬁ‘s of the feveral apoltles,
would fead me unax‘01d'1bly to trefpals on your. patience, Nei-
ther Is it neceffary, ffemg they all, adopred  the fame plan of
preaching, and were of ose mind as to the leading truths of
the gofpel.  Therefore when you- hearone of them, in-a fenfe
you hear thereft. They all unite ia defcribing the corruptioa
of human nature,and the redemption that we have,in CRRr1s T
Dolltrines that are entirely oppofite to the carnal mind;
and which, accozdmg to the rules of. humaa, prudence,
:requned much art to introduce them, with the fmalleft prof-
pect of fuccefs. Had they praceeded upon the plan of pleas

ing men, they mlght have kept back fome of the dotrines ;
but half delwered others, bnfﬁng over in fileceefuch things,
2s tended to irrinate the corfupt mind 5 and have interfpier fed
through the various parts of their dlfcourfes, {o Mmany exte-

‘puations of human depr'mty, that even finners themfelves

would have had no objections. But fuch a conduét they held
in the greateft contempt. And being confident that the fuc-
~cefs of the gofpel, did not depend upon their artful recom-
mendation of it, buton thé fupernatural inflaence of the Spi-
'1itof Gop, they determined in the name of the Lorp, that
they would - preach the truth, ‘the whole truth, and nothing
but the truth.  And though no part of their miniftry wounld
‘probably expofe them more to the popular odium, than a
“clear, and an impartial aecount of the finners ftate bmh by
“nature and practice ; -they made it a leading point. They
“feem to'have' been under no fears that they thould deprf’cme
‘huinan ‘natare; or tob man of his fancied dignity ; Rnowmg
that it was impoffible to exaggerate on this occafion. In‘the
firft {ermon that was preached after the defcent of theHoLy
Gros'T, the Fews are charged with the murder of Jesus of
Nazaretb ; and are painted in the blackelt colours. The

charge
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@Ear e 13 oftet repeafed’ in the courfe of the apofiie’s dini-

YT
{try » aod;notwithflanding fowe arc enrmged at themy, dnd theiy
caft into- prifon, thoulzands are sonverted IO(hr rh.f Ay, o

0P fof{{:rjﬁngwgc thanhthe falic'”mr ‘dees Styphen. {peak u-
the people, ¢ Ye ﬂ:ﬂ_u,eck;:d.j,andmurcumr;niud e hesrirand
ears, ve do alwapsrsfift the HOLY GHOST ; asyour fathers
did, fo-do ye. \Which.of hie p:ophﬁts have not your f.-,uher,_
per weuted ? and they have flain them which tewed before of
the coming of the Just ONE ; of whom}chwe been now
the betrayersaid muslorers 4.1 Ttm is platn’ dealing; calcu-
fated 'to; bring: down them!!oﬂy fodks: Agreeablé to whick
yot find through the different epifties; that mankind aré re-
prefented, dead in trelpafles and fins——enemies in their minds
to Gop—blinded by the god of thzs woild, &c, &c.§  Bue
of.this'we have fpokendlreddy. " [ thorefore afk,’ Why the
“1p0ﬂles (hould: woanimoufly-adopt fuch 4 method -of Fpreagh-
idgy And eonltantly addrels' fimaers, in Jabguage fo fully ex.

Hj
preflive of their “wrérched dondition; had: they vot knowi

that /2~ co ﬁcfﬂw was both a generaliatidahazardiug pri‘nci plc Y

4. I now beg leave to appeal to your confciences as in lhe
fight of Gop, ;Whethe, to be ingenuaus, you grepot fenfib!

r{‘l_.

of thig as an hﬂbltl.ldl temPerf” Are you not mcl;ned to t}unk:

el of‘yourrelves 5 apd to pTace a dfgrcc of mnﬁdeuce in

10~

fome circumflanccs which you unngme diﬂmgmﬂl you.from:

others ? Are you mot dilplealed, when attempts are made
to debale m man ; and ready to declare wiih a 3 certaln lwn er,

Thus faying, thou reproacheft us alfo ? § Have you not often
thought,and perhnps often faichit; T hat dxough human nalurc 1S

depraved,. it is not {o bad -as”rtpx'efemcd “ Do you not think,

- that man ought to be treated with morere! pt’c‘} and that fome
pams Ihould bc takea to convince him.of -his importancs ?

,} L R IJ.L
¥ 48 1. *[* ﬁf’: “Vu. 51‘, 5‘2 pr/’r i 1. Comp‘hed with

'~ Rem. v. 10. Colofi i, 21, 2 Cor. 1v. 4. efpecially the Text.

§ L#J’Ef Xiii 45- o
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o TOUCHING therightronfiofe wiichis i the law, das: -
lefs. Sovery Rrict had he been is bisobudicncz 10 the lavr, hat
neitker himfelf nor his brethren could find feult with him,

T r1s parrative confirms the obfervation, wiz, “hat wankiag
snake their own righteoufoels the gmum of their colfidence,
For the very things which the apolilc now rejadts, had been
saiy to him before,  Thic fame fpirit lizes, and reigns mfl
‘There are. crowds of modern Pharifecs, '"”ho i'ho%h they
fall far behind Sau/, as to.the privileges of his bivtli; or- the
ftri& manner of his life, are equally {clf-confident, Ammg the

-

feveral things ‘which men are dpi to place m.r_mdencc Lu; 3
shall mention.the fmlowmg S B

1, Tuat they are ust fobed as others,  All who make
this plea, manifelt their esureme ignorance of ihe law ol Gop,
and the gofpel of CarisT. Yet fucn there are. . And if we
iay believe what they fay, this nepative unhwoumefs, ifym

1

will admit the expreffion, is eftecined 2 favoursble dréame
fiance, on the account of which they expedt lome indulgence.
‘What a grofs ablurdity ! This compﬁmnve phrale, aot o bait,
carries in it a confeffion of guilt, at the fame time that the
{inner would extenuate it. And the guilty, whether the.de-
gree of frmlt be “greater or lefs, are e'@pof'eci to damnation,

The wages of firz 15 death, ™ Svpnofr you Monid fee two cri-
mlnals &) I&lgﬂCd at the b'll‘ the onc for hlgf’ WAY: acbh@r}r '
he other for murder ; and the rovmer (onld plead before the
court, s a urcumﬁance enut]mg him to their mercy,.that_he |
was a high-way- man, and not a murderer-; you would lobk
upon fuch a condudt prenaﬁfzrouq . and be : ead; to aflure.
the criminal, that the very thing he urged in his own favour,

would be the caufe of his condempation,

L 1
L
- __. ol -
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sou wvould feitdedinzely alk him, wher Tibdadlion coula pol-
Aly relult froin e confideration of Tudy dinerence, feeiny
e would as iurery be execuied as (ne other  Indinitely
~Tobe lpreaions 'bitz‘tlufho'f'e’mcz aft, \7ho hope for meicy
Voestfethey arer o orbad ds otiers, Stawers, as fach muld
o damoed ; the biw and )dﬁ:u;, OL GOy Cali or teie giaeci
‘ton, What pléflfm'l therefore, can 1t afford the Tioner iw
or will it efford Zorenfer, o think, (s :.um,;.; i 12 1S coue

demned to lie in hell torever, his charaGer 1s not as hetnous
w2 shat of other finners

2. ‘Tarwiare numbers whofk guod life is the'groundofihar
cofififense before Gon.  Probably they uave had a refigious
cducation, and have generally condutzd with fobifery. mw

o theirdtalings with mankind, have carcfully adhered to dhi;
wl'ﬂs of equity. They havelfcored to over-reach or te kel
sagk tne wagesof 'the:birellog,  Hoaclt anld ‘pundual ia
dre payment-of theiridelits,  They ke ho man-call twice
sovlhismoney, witlefsabfolutely neceflary ¢ Uit promife with
sdation, apd perform With punoalisy @ chufing
sather o empty thelr ipurfes, than o forivit thelr word ; v
‘efiveaproriian o be luipeded fhuis Dalnefs, aud Qi
fed in his family. To which we dd, i ordes o (i il
character, their exzenfive liderality.  They are men of great

Humanity ; “foon affe@ed with the calamitics of ethezs Anel
seady to telieve them,

e e fiten ard »"h'fgi')[y elieiaed by others, and uféfui &
‘Ezlﬁ’ﬂbﬁfrﬁﬂi‘ﬁ'l;] We'lie z“it‘t“y wilh an l[fCl‘P‘]{E’. of their nniu-
oet. Their geverd] cliavalter bedrs Toine refémblatice to ths
of SatiltliePharifec. -And if the approbation of men, Woult
5.;‘5@11’&‘;&1;1}&1?141@{11 UDJ th{ij? would ol hﬁl GE lﬁCCPL’liffc:u

G But



18 . Mankind are univerfally api o

But after all,it mufl be faid tofuch, One thing iswanting ; aad
which is indifpen{ably neceflary,viz. Tobe brought to count
this good life, and all thofe things -which are gain to them but
Iofs, for the excellency of the knowledge of CHRIST JESUS
the Lorn. However {triét they may be in their obfervance
of both tables of the law, we may venture to affirm,
that they do not exceed Saul, who, as touchiog the righte-
oufnefs thatis in it, was blamelefs,” He, like his brethren the
Pharifeesin the prefent day, made a righteoufnefs of his good
life; and entertained no fuch notions of theDeity,as to {uppoie
He would condemn aman that had fo much to fay for him{elf.

3. THERE are others, who make a righteoufnels of their
~ fubmiffion to gofpel ordinances ; and thus run counter to’
their original defign. Should 4 firi¢t fearch be made among
-the profeffors of chriltianity, we have reafon to conclude that
-many would be found, who have no better foundation for
-~their hope,than their having beer church-members for a num-
~ber of years, They can relate the time of their baptiﬁn and

of their admiffion to the LorD’s table ; but cannot give any

clear account of their hwmg been dehvered from the power
«of darknefs, and tranflated into the kingdom of Gop’s deac

Son. ‘Which.is an event infinitely more important than the
former.  They feem to be as ignorant of the new birth, as

Nicedemus 5 and are ready with him to faYs How can a man
- :be born-when. be is old # -

. " Tre prindpal difféerence between their plan o;f acceptan‘r;é
‘with- Gop, "and that of Saul, confifts i in this ; Sau/ was ig
the purfuit of eternal life on mere law : they blend law and

gofpel together. . They have been-baptifed, ftatedly partake
of the Lorp’s {upper, keep their place in the houfe of Gop,
pray i their families, do juftice between man and man, and
'fomenmes give to the poor And are fo fixed in their cona

ﬁdencc inthe fle ﬂl,that itis-next tmmpoﬁiblﬁ toperfuade them

L ool o * wam Sl iy =

that
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that they ma}? bemiftaken. Hewho tells thew, that they muf:
have'a better vighteoufnels than this 5 and that they may lofz
heaven after thetr thirty, forty, or fifty years ffanding in the
church, if they have no better plea ; may expect to bring
upon himfelf their difplealure.—Surely they have forgotten
the awful parable of the ten virgins 5 and that it is written, -
They are not all Hrael that are of Urael, ¥ Or, which is more
‘likely, they have fo clofely wrapt themfelves up in their own
rightéoufnefs; and for fo many years been perfuaded of their -
good “eftare, that they ward off the moft {olemn fcriptures,
And now, the only thing that leaves room to hope for their
converfion is, that the refidue of the Spirit is with Gop ;
and when he works, none can letit. He can fhip them, as
he did Saul, of all that isnow gain to them ; and powerfully
incline them to caft away all their round of duties, in point of
dependence, - though pot in point of performance ; and to
g_io’ry only in the crofs of CHRIST.

Tyese are the very men, who have the form, but deny
the power of godlinefs.  And who are capable of trmting
with contempt, the times of refrething from the prefence of
the LorD ;- thofe happy feafons, when Gop.is gracioufly’
pleafed to pour out his Spirit upon the churches.  Neithex
need we wonder, if they become warm in their oppofition ;
and treat thofe things as profane, which CrrisT and his
real difciples efteem facred.  For netwithltanding their thewr
in the flefh, they perceive not the things of the Spirit of Gop.

- HerE you will permit me to talke notice of what, I appre-
hend, is an abufe of the Lord’s fupper, viz, Perfons, thelr,
hurrying themfelves into the church of Curist ; or theix
being hurried by others, upon fome {light convitions of fin,

- - or

o * Mat, xxv, Rom, ix, 6, -
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or cn asoduntof, their. fober 1o, 7 oo wet vith {oge:,
who, upan. becoming unealy. in their minds abont. the fate,
cf their fouls, have manifefled  very prept anyiety. to be, ree.
ceired; into the chupch.. But.wpon being aflred the reafon,
of- the hope-that was within them, appeated gyeatly. ignorant
of their own teup charadter, and of - the, way of life through.
Guzisr @ hasing . no: marg;to. fay. for themd{elves, thag thas-
they. had, lived:long; in theynegledt. of thein duty,. and cone,
claded they.ought ta.join, the. church.  And at the fame time,
wererisgapable of fatisfying,, cither them{elves, or othess, that,

thigy had-kaowmthe truth as.it 1510, J85 V6,

- QuUERY. In it.kindnefs, or, cruelty to perfuade fuch perfons
te: come.up to theordinanges ¢ Should not.thetr chrifbian,
friends inform. them, that a, {ubmiffion. to. ordinances lays.
nas ground:for hope,? That.they,muft be born again ; aod:
jultified freely, through the. redemption that there tsin
Carist ! By fuch an aét of friend(hip, they might be -in-
frumental of turning their folicitude to a matter of eternal
confequence, Am_Lin CarysT ! Have T'ever beed IENEwed
in.the, fpirit of, my mind ?—~This is the grand" poin, thag:
ewery,. perfon defjring admiffion to the LorD’s table; fhoule
previoufly fettle,  For itis children’s bread, defigned- for-
thofe.; who have.a goed hope thraugh, grace,. The- privilege:
is fpecial ;. intmdgi;fo_r believers only. Hénce we reag, thae:
the LorD: added to the apoltolic church daily, fuch as fhoulds
be faved,. ... real believers, as appears in the context.  Sucly
alfo were the perfons who compofed the church in Senarze, ¥

,' Brsipgs,. the houfe of Gop is [hiritual, sng- 2id to be
boilt up, with Kuvely, flanes: T Now thie known charalterof ‘un-
_bi:‘likg?grsjs,. that they are déadin trefpafles and' {ins.  Cons
fequently, are very unfit materials; witht which to-builduthis
Spiritual boufe. THE

't 48515 47, With the preceding Verls, Clii viil, 324 11-Petin 5
®
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ditiindt from theoworld, 17 homfeora all parfons. ofta fube.
iite 3 or whe may appoan te- 2ens u:*:f nwstimprefions:of.
cnipd, are to be admitted into i, 1t will una vmdably tend (G
corfound:thz difiinfion : velefswe talis v for granted na:
all fuchyara genl chrifians,  This, I imaging will bo
confented to by but fewn 2 i fhould; what beesmc
of the-importaat dofirine of rescucradon 5 or the Iy
cial’ werle of the Hovnyw Grosoiw the converfion of '@
finner ?  And wherein cenfifis o dillvrence; alivlutes
neceflary to be made, between f;.:::rzz!zf; ana yeal chriic
anfsyc £ For the holy: foriptuies; and' our acquaintang,
Wity mankind, uaite to convince ur, thak-wen may bunave
with much external [Obriety,and feemto be vodér veiy feriou.
exercifes of mind 3 who, notwithftanding, arc ignorant of
the power Gf‘gaéfiilﬂfs, & calt, who pours contewmpe of
all revealedreligion, may conoudt unblameabiy.  And ma-
ny who live under the difpeniation of the r;(‘fﬂn ik Folie,
may be: made-to-tremble. OF witly A iha, be az,,gg ? feifuace
zd'to- be chrillians.  Or like the flony ground leavers, re-
ccivethe word with jay.  All this wuy be, and the perfons
remain ix unbelicf.  Iffo, rcgeneration is fomething mor:
than this,  Itis thatwork'ol the Spirit of Gox upon ine
{inner’s mind; by which his-native-camity is fain, the Quis
boranefs of his will {fubdued, and he brought to belicve
with alf bis heart, and to rejo'lc-a in CHRIST JEsus, having
no confidence in the fleth. The divine influence is certs mI;
Felt, of whichy, the fubjet of it is capable of giviug fome ac-
couns.  Strange, my brethrea, lhai: o man fhould pafs frou
death to life 5 be delivered from the power of darkpefs, and
tranflated. inte the kingdom-of-Gon's acai-Son; ant Kiiow
aothing about it | At :c&ﬁ he will know, that whereas he
was blind, he now fees,  And T humbly conceive, thai cvery
capdidate for church-memberfhip, thonld be in gead mce-

iure



22.  Mankind are aniverfally aps i0, &c.

fute fatisfied, that he is the fubjec of this great change. He
that can ruth. into the church, and reft eafy without fuck
fatisfaltion, is in a condition to be fufpeéted.

WiLL you therefore bear with me, while T c,harge you be-
fore Gop, and the LorD Jesus CurisT, who fhall judge
the quick and the dead, To be more anxious to fly for re- .
fuge to the Hope fet before you, than to fly into His vifible

church ? for you may be members of a church, and at the -
fame time heirs of hell.

' LeT nooe think that T have a defign to difcourage the pro.
per {ubjes, from joining the church of CurisT, - Gob for-
bid ! You yourfelves, my hearers, have had repeated oppor-
tunities of knowing, that every addition to the church, has
added to my happinefs. Would to Gop, that converts might
come as the clouds, and as doves to their windows —All I
have in view, is to keep out hypocrites and almoft chriftians ;
and to diffuade awakened finaers from {ubftituting the ordi-
- nances of the gofpel, in the room of CurisT, and his righ-
teoulnefs. And fuch an attempt is neceflary ; becaufe per-
fons in thefe circumfiances, like 2 man drowning, will catch
at any thing : and have often been known to fly into the
church for fafety, like 7oab to the horns of the altar,

8§ TR MON
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The Sinner's beft Righteoufnefs proved tc
| be e{fentlall y deficient.

ﬁﬁ)ﬁ{ﬂﬁ{PROCEED to the fecond thing p:oa
.+ ¥ pofed, which is to thew, that a finner’s
AL ¥ bett righteoufnefs is eflentially defe@ive

x S therefore not to be mentioned in point of ac-
A ceptance with Gon,

RIGHTEOUSNESS is conformity to adiviae rule. Thistule
is the law of Gop, If thereforeour obedience anfwers to itsie-
quirements, it is accepted: if it failsin one poiat, it is rejected.

‘THAT the divine law is the rule of righteoufnefs, will be
readily granted. It remains then, that we enquire into its na-
ture, in order to affift-us in bringing our obedience tothe triaL

THe law of nature, under which man was in his primi-
tive ftate, was infcribed on his heart. * That fuch a law was
‘“ connate with, and as it were, lmp]amed in the man, ap-
** pears from the reliques ; which like the remains of fome
“ noble building, are {till extantin every man ; namely,
““ from thefe common notions, by which the Heathens them-
¢ felves diltinguifhed right from «wrong, and by which they
‘“ were a law to themlelves 5 which fhews the work of the law

““ awritten in their hearts, their confciences bearing witnefs,” #
By this Jaw, man was required to love the Lorp his Gon,
n ‘ with

¥ Dr. Witfus, in his Qeconomy of the Cov§pancs. |
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with all his heart, with <" hiz {oal, cad «ih allbis mind,
Ard as bis leve wasto be j’ﬁzj’ud;n”-i(}r-ﬂ'} obsdienke’was to be
Aerfetl. That man in his Qate ofinnocencc was under the
wroft facred obligations, toleve fihumely, wnd to-chey-per-
Jectly, none will off'er to deny.  But alas, he finned and fcll.
Tihe elfe@s of this wltof difsbicdience, at leafk foie of them,
became immediatelyiappnrant, .« Guily, fur, and alienation
from Gop, appeared in the behaviour of the apoftate pair.
Of which their pofterity, by virwe of that federal relation
they flood in to them, became-pantakers:-+ *nand as faft asthe
~world was peopled, native corruption wasspropagateéd, And
from-this fource attual fing;proceeded. |

ArTER'a number of vears had elapled, and “thetnw of
aature was almoft obliterated, by that flodd of iniquity that
 had taken place, the Lorp, &Ehavmz lued an cdition.of the
‘law from mountSinai, with the moft drec.dful circomlances,
1The defign-of which was to let mankisd know, that though

B
they h.d forgotten their obedience, Jeszovar had not forgot-
ten his lw,  -Allo-totiaforathem, thdt-thotgh they hatt lof
thelr abillty porfediy toobey, the dkvine Dawsveea hillmot
Aolt his sothority to comimand,  Théfe -commands <were
written on tables of flone, to denote thelr perpetuity ; and
-depofited fa thewrk,  «And thourth ehie ank and-dle tables
‘of flune are loft, sthe Tawiretnis, wad “will remata fo faras it
is afsral, a'tule of Tig'litEfJ‘ufn'éiTs Gop forbid that we fhould
‘once fuppofe, that it Bds either been abrogatéd, or relaked ¢
“which would betto réfleft upon itsadorable Adthor. Tts pre-
cepts ate trafiferibed 1n the mew teftamient, When a Pha-

‘vifee "afked ‘our divine Lorb, Which is the g;;:-*az.‘ cimmand-

wentdn the Liw ? 1aftead of hitting that it wag cither relax-
ed o abolifhed, He readily feplied, Thou fhalt love the LDR_D
thy GO D with all thy hears, &c. And 10y neighboly as'thyfelf.

| Gn

< Romt, V. 1¢,
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On fﬁﬁ f1us FOI:IF?’I’*?ZQTI;E;’HE‘,‘I HARE ¢ .1;5 e u’éuj ‘. ,frr £i0 ,.f.« A
Compared with the soﬂm}'uh VIONGS OF S, Faul ;@ f;uﬁ;
510t eommit adultery, Thit ﬂm:f{ fwf‘m:fj < wotyaals it e, 7l
Shait nat “bear falfe witeefs, o fff £k covel g @i 1 e
be any other Eff!}‘????d?l(’?:?f?u it e dofl vania ehended i his fa -
ing, namely, Tha foals love ¢lp weignbor a5 foplelf i e
alaces, Eogcther with thole referred o In the margle, ther
a1 pwrts of the moral law indified o 2 vnich are ¢ ﬂ}i;ﬁ_f;
mroof of its perpetmy

To which { add that mesaorable naffge In Alae, o 99
7 I(L"E CONIE ¥0 b/}? o)/ '5:‘}"' !ﬂl’iL L";Jf’j "}I"“ Pr U‘{r}.’fﬁil : ! oasi HIENIAS
320 (f@/ff‘fg}’, D iclﬂf'jﬂ. For ver iy f}ﬂ 370 yor, Vil hagwe; .
and carth pafs, snejor or one title ﬂn’* {312 10 U f pafs irei s:f.}‘
baw till el e fulfilled,  Whoforver ihescior ﬁ:sf‘f” breat cig o”
chefe leaft ccnmandments, a;-zdﬂv:rl!wa’ mei) pa, e fhall o calle
the leaft in the Pingdom of heaven.  Here ourl L,{imlm a0
cniy clears Wszclf of Lmuﬂ Luefsg::g te fupepfede the T
by the promulgation of his gu{gel . but allo threatens ¢
serfons who (hell dore’to teacl: fuch = fntiracnt,

1
I
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As to the nature of this lew, wwhich e have proved cou-
sinues, I wounld obfesve,

=~

‘his it mult Be, as 1o the Ty o

iy
t—..:rl

i, THAT It 15 Aoly.
an 1nfinitely holy Gop.

- [ ]

g, I is fyf. it isthe lav of Gow, it mult be fo 5 be-

caufe He, whe ever alts agreeable to the firiftelt rules of
righteou{nefs, would vever lay down as the yufe of ol
aﬂit}ﬂ, o faw that is nnjuit 1o its demands,

3. It is exceeding broad, reaching to the thoughts, and
the intents of the heart.  Thas Curist cyplaing it
D e

e
t Mate X310 34e-430 T Romy il @ Famer i 95 11,
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¥e have beard ihat ¥ way fuid of ofd fE:}:e,' Thon fhalt 7ot cominit
{g(“qu‘ery Bt fz/ z-*m‘o Yo, That 7 REVEY ;Mfa‘bm @ Wonan
Y 4 czf;‘er her lrath committed adzf!r ey with her already i bis
}w ***** nIate.—-n-Aluﬁful loek,isheart- ‘1dt¥ltcr;l1f‘1mamndui-
gex in heartone fecretluft, cven luppaieitis neveraCtualiy yra-
Llﬁh., fuch is the pature of this law, that k2 is deemed, and
treated by it as a tranfpreflor, . In this the divine differs frog
human laws,  The latier have notning to do with thouchts,
and 0-'1137 condemn for a&ions : the fOTFEF‘l condemns fer the
fins of the heart.  And thus it Ts neuefﬁ-ry it thould be, be-
cauiz thoughts are as. open tothe Flew of JLHO"IAH 4’ ac-
tions, and- when finfu}, dre no lefs 1bcmlmbie A thorou 3

conviction of the extent of the law, would male a man trem:
ble. Suppofe your breafts were trmfmrent .and your, thoughts
vifible 5. fo that. he who fits next to you, conld obferve, all
rhat paffes within who of you would not thudder ? And
wonid you fearithat man hould know your fecret imagioa-
tions ! Tremble then' O ﬁnner, for to Gop, whole eyes are
I-‘:a > flame of fire, all things are naked ! Hell is faid to be
without covering.  This then is cne of the requirements of
the law, even teyeh in the, dpward parts. . A conformity; or”
foul to it in every inftatice without e:v;cgptiom A want of,
fuch conformity, is a want of righteotilnefs ; on account of.
which the map s condemnsd ’“f e law,.

-

THE law requires perfet obedienceas the condition of life,
That 15, obedience thatis univerfoland uninterrupréd. Yniver-
fal For *wf.;..:ﬁﬁwr ﬂ,h:;l{ /%ﬁ.c’éjf;?" 'w‘bo[e law, apd-yet, effendin N
_j)omf he z.s' gzu/z{y of, ALL.T, Uninterrupred ;:foritis Written, Cur-
Jedis cuery ine ' that GONTINUETH mof i3 il e, thiyes which
are written in the book af the law to do them. + By this rule
opr obedience is. to be tried, in order tQ, determine, Wl?ethcr
we ﬂm‘l ftand or m,ll in confﬁquence. of doing-lome geod thing.

The
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The induiry refls imtirely oi theft two p‘m‘titufa}"s, ArG Wi
in Feark, and in fife; what the law sequirds we fhould be :
Mewe {atisGed before Gop, that we have o parfedt confoy-
Mty of fonl:to the mature and demands of his 11 v Have we
never vialated the luw in hreart,by nw.i}g.-.n o {1 uly pamon
fuch as covetoufnefs, revenge, fmﬁ.., S, 3 M we have fwerved
i heart from this perfec law, in a fingle inflance, it seithey
admiits repentancé, nor aécepls [‘le..i..,llt} : but condeimns 1is
If fo, we are oll codernified 5 for we are ail confcions tha
suturally, weare deltitute of this Conforﬂm'y,

CAesm. Let the finner exdming the obediencs of his Iife.
Has it been-conflant,fince he bucame capable of diftinguithiag

good from evil 7 Has he alwags delighted 16 hx:, dmm law 5
and nevér tuvded afide from tLL path of duty ¢ Has his obe-

dispee-been uaiver/af, to every precept without ﬂmpuuh .
Has he-pot failed-ir'one ioftance ¢ If he has, the living ora
clgs declare he is suilty.of @l Bui'it is m_nc,c:e!ﬁry (o ens
laypa, leeing every miouth is fopped, and ali the world 18
become ¢ g)ui-]t}f- belore Gop. Every man kuowws, <hat he falls
fliore of the requirements of the law, both o fewsf and Jifen
Corfequently, hisvightcoulnels iz effentially deficient.

How unreafonable is it they, for ien to Iatrodice Works
of righteou{nefs done by them, in order 6 recommend ther
to Gop ; when his law requires, and will dzfpmfa with . o

thing.lefs.than ferfec obedience as the condition of his favour. s

and 1hﬂy themielves. acknowledge; that “their obediknce is.
impertact ¢ Should they not rather fear and: tremble, fecing:
chey fall lo far fhort of wha the'lad réddires?

OpjecTtion. Perhaps it will be faid, in oppofition to
the p*elcetiing femim"en'i:?;; Thit it wolild'be unjult ili Goo
to require”mote.of ug, than-in ouf' plefent circumiiances, vn.
ﬂw:ablemfpm-fem Thﬂt the gblpel-is'a E‘uﬁﬁdld} AWy

Vs
defignea
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" 28 - The Sinner’s befi Righicotifnefz .

defigned to foften the rigotir of the former conflitution, 2nd
to render the terms of acceptance more eafy, by fubftituting
fincere, in the room of perfec? obedience, That Jesus
- CHRIST died to atone for the imperfeCtions of-our obedi-

" ence ; infomuch that' we need not doubt of falvation, if we
Jincerely do as well as we can,

Rerry., The law was given to man, while in his flate:
of innocence, at ; >hich time his abilities were equal in every
relpe®® toits demands. Gop required no maore of him, than:
he had power to perform. His prefent incapacity, is an effeét
of his fin ; and fubfequént to the exiftence of the law. " Coa-
fequently it cannot be unjult in Gon, to require perfeét obe-
dience of him, he being now morally unable to.yield it 3 un-
Iefs it can be fuppoled. that with the finner’s-Jofs: of ability-
to perform, the Deity has loft his authority to command.
A thocking fuppofition ! Is not the authority of Gop: oved:
his creatures, invariably the fani¢ ; notwithftanding any al-
terations that may take place in them ?* Doubtlefsy  Whofe:

~ faultis'it that we labour under a moral inability to yield per-
fe&t obedience to the divine law ? Our own furely. Shalb
we then plead thatimpotence, which 1 an effec? of our wicked=
nefs, as a reafon why Gop fhould be lefs firict in his de-
mands ?- Suppofe you fhould lend your friend in good cir-
cumftances; a thoufand pounds, payable at a certain time ;
and he fhould fpend his eftate at a gaming table, and-there-
by become reduced- to poverty. Would bis inability readers
it unjult in. you to demand your money ;- or -diffolve his oby-

ligatian, t0. pay it Verily, whatever might be his condition,
your demand .wouild be-indifputably juft 3 and - Mis obliga-
. tion not to- be called in quellion,

- Many thlﬁgs might be infifted on, in anfwer to the ob
"Jc&:on, viz, That the gofpel, inftead of being .defigned to

hate lhe ngpm‘ of the Jaw, reyealsia: r:ghteou{ﬂefs for the
o s



proved o b offpntialty dofoiiive, 3.
sultification of the finner, that is in every refpeét adequat
JOLIRCAUOH Of Ui€ NNNET, 16dL 15 10 Svery telpedt acequate to
its requirements. If fo, there is tic neceflity of a relaxation of
ai, + This will be the fobjed of the next difcourfe,

Acain ; If the law of Gop in its original ftate, was pei
f6(t 5 and in every refpet confiftent with the perfeftions of
the divine nature : {uch as became a Gon to give, and the
creature to obey ; how can it be relaxed 7 Can it be al»
tered without injury ? Is-ic pofiible that it thould vadergo 2
change, and yet retain its perfection ?.

. Farruer; If the law admits: fiere inftead of perfect obes.

dience, in confequence of the introdu&ion of the gofpel 3.
how. comgs it-to pafs, that CarisT and his apeftles taught

the perpetaity. of the law ; and affure us, that wholoever

fthall offend in .one point, is.guiley of all 2 More than this.
1, never requireds,

- T'uE friends of thefeopinions, * run themfelves infenfibly,”
fays a late, judicious divine, “ into the grofleft inconfiftence.,
« They hold that Gop in mercy to mankind has abolithed,
¢ that rigorous conftitution or law, that they were uader ori-

¢ aipally ; and inftead of it, bas introduced a more mild con-
« flitntion, and put-us-under a new Jaw, which requires no.
“ more than 1mperfe& fincere obedience, in comphance withy,
* our poor infirm impotent circu mﬂauces fince the fall.

¢ Now how.can thefe thingsbe made confillent ? T wonld:
“ alk what law. thele imperlections of our, obedience are 2.
“ breach of ? If they area breach.of no law that we were evex -
¢ under, then they are not fins. And if they be not fins, what
%. need of Corist’s dying to fatisfy for themr ! Butif they
t.are {ins, amd the breach of fome law, what law is it ? They
. cannot be a breach. of their new law. 5. for that requires
¢ no other than imperfedt obedience, or obedience with imi-
s pgrfE&ipns . and therefore. to have obedience attender
s with imperfections, is no breach of it ; for it is s much

- il o
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‘o aslit',requ_ines. And they cannot be a-breach of their old
% law ; for that, they fay, ,is_e:ntixjely abolifhed, and we never
" were under it.—They fay, it would not.bejuft in Gop to
“ require of us perfe®t obedjence, becaufe it would not be
- “jalt in Gob to require 'more than'we can perfom), of to.
“ punith usTor failing of it.  And therefore, by their own.
¥ fcheme, the imperfeltions of our 0bédi€i‘!€ﬁ do not deferve
‘“to be punithed. What need therefore of Curist's dy-_'
“ ing, to fatisfy for them ? What néed of his fuffering to fa-
*¢ tisfy for that which is no fault, and in its' own ‘natire de-
¢ ferues: no fuffering. ?- What deed’ of- Crristr™s- dyinig, " to
“ purchafe, that our imperfet obedience (hould be "aéceprcrf;‘
“ when according to their fcheme, it would be unjuft in it
“ {clf, that any other obedience than imperfe@: fhold be re-
 quired ?- What peed of CHrisT’s dying to make way for
*“ Gop’s accepting, fuch an obedience 35 it-would be unjuftin’
L H}H ngft u:sjIaﬁ:c\ﬂ:.;iyl;f:I’1 Is Fh;:ﬁ:,ﬂﬂ?,-!ﬁﬁﬂ of CHRIST’S dying,
“to ‘prevail \with. Gop nat'ta do unrighteoudly * 'If i
“ be.faid, that CrrrsT. died to fatisfy that old. law for us,
“ that fo we might not be under it, but'qhat there might: be
“ room for our bejng undera. more-mild law ; flill Iwould,
“ inquire, what need of Criris'T’s dying that we might ot
" be uader alaw, which (by. their. pringiples)-it would.be,
‘ unjuft that we thould he under, whetherCrrrist had,died:
““ or no, becaufe in our prefent ftate we are not able to keep
“it?” + The glariog inconfiffencies, which:this- author has
judicioufly pointed out, I apprehend; can never be reconciled
vponthele principles. I now: proceed to the:

- Hid Hgap; Tofhew that the finnet;upon his:becoming.ex:
perimentally acquainted withithe grace: of theigéfpel,. is there:’
by led to0 renounce all confidence in theflefh; and. .to exped
acceptance with Gob, only: on:acconnt of that’ rightroufinfi
whigh.is through the faith:of CHRIST. oo T

+ Prefident Edwards, on the Freedom of the Will. P 158, 1o,

.
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‘T'ais obfereation s contained in, and proved by the text.
- Buz what things were GAIN to me (whileaPharilee) thefe Teoun-
fed LOSS for CHRIST (upon my converfion to chriftiaairy.) 3
Yea doubtlefs, and I {do aow a5 a Deliever in Jt:sm, and an
-apoftle) count alf things (whether birth-privileges, Jegal o
fervances, fubmiffion to gofpel-ordinances 5 zeal, mhrre.]ce
and fidelity in the miniftey, &c.) but Loss for the e"xrfﬁ!'/mzfy of
the lnewledge of CHRIST FESUS my LORD : for ibiom

A have fuffered the Iofs of all things, (of all things as exphine&
above ;. and of all temporal good-things, -fuch as thé good
opinion of his country-men, the way to wealih and prefer-
nient, afixed and quiet habitation ; and inflead of thefe he
became expoled to bonds, firipes, and imprifonment 5 yes,

and death itlell.y And do count tham but dung that: I may win.
GHRIST; (whois alpha and omega ; the fum total of the
chriftians.treafure) 4nd be found'i in Him (to fuch there is no
. €ondemnation 3 ¥) nop having - mine own rightesufuefs, which is
of the law, but that which-is through the faith of CHRI S?’q
the r:gbteoz ifnefs. 'wf};cf} isof GOD by faithy

THIS. paﬂ’age is plam *md firiking, Tn it St. Paul alfures.
ws what his wiews had:been,{o long as he semained jpnorant.

of the glmlmls gofpek;cand declares i the moft eXplicit man-
ner, that the high-efleem he hgd: lotig entertained for his owty:
obedience, was entirely removed, by an acquaintance with the
riches of grace.  Obferveé the pains he takes to explode his
Quny and to extol the righteoufhels of Jesus,  He views -
theny i-Contfa(; tramples bn. the. one, and glories in the
athee: The eyes-ofhis' tithd having been opened; he fees that
all his attempty fe-obtait the divine fivour, by a courfé of
obedience, were LfF ;- a lyfs of time, and'a ks of labour : and
that if Gop had not plucked him as a brand from the burn-
ing; he fht}uld have Igft his immortal ﬁ,ul N

3 | kX
* Rom. vill, Ia, | C |
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It is obfervable, that he does pot only renounce his bwa
riphteoufaefs, which he explaios as being of the law ; bu
that he does it in the molt pofitive manner, and with a high
degree of contempt. * Yea doubtlefs, and I count all things
but lofs”—He came to this conclufion, upon the cle areft con-
viction of its truth. In no principle was he more fully efta-
-blithed, than that his owa righteoufnefs was s and dung.
Or drgs meat, as fome chufe to read the latter Greek word. #
Bat thefermer tranflation conveys theapoftlesideain a more em-
phatic manoer,it being whateven dogs themfslves would reje &,

In language like this we find the church fpeaking ; Bus
‘we are all as an unclean thing.and all our righteoufneffes are as
Jilthy rags, +—Rags are infufficient to cover the body, and to

keep it warm : fo the finoer’s belt righteoufuefs is ablolutely
infufficient to clothe his naked foul, and to fecure it from
the wrath of Gop, and the curfes of his law.—Rags are an
gvidence of poverty : {0 man’s righteoulnelfes when compared
with the law 6f Gop, manifelt that he is poor,and wretched, -- -
Rags render 2 man {lighted : fo he who appears in his own
righteoufnefs, will be fet at naught. Exicept your righteoufnefs
Shall exceed the righteoufnefs of the Scribes. and Pharifees, ({fuch
a righteonfnefs was Saul's, for he ‘was 4 Pharifee) ye /ball in
70 cafe enter into the kingdom of heaven.t -

BuT the prophet adds to the phrafe, faying, ¢ all our

r;gﬁteoufneffcséreas Silthy rags”--Howiothfome muft he betoyou,

who appears in filthy rags ? Infinitely more fo muft he appear

to JeHovAH, who iatroduces his own righteoufnefs; as the.
ground of his hope and the reafon of his acceptance,

HeRrE, my bréthren, you obferve an agrcement in fenti. |
ment, concerning the finner’s righteoufnefs, between a great
prophet, and a great apoftle, The courtly Jaiah does not

* think

¥ U&UGM'»&. 1' -Ifﬂ- in:V'u 61 I Mﬂtr Vi 204
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think it wiean, or unbecoming, toufe one ofthe lowelt cotpa-
yilons, when the natare of the fubjedt requires it, In which
be is foliowed by one of the moft learned of the apoftles.

i is-equally obvious in the text, that the fame grace whick
ipclined St. Paul to renounce all confidence in-the flefh 5 did
allo lead him to truft alone for juftification beforeGop, 1o the
finithed righteosloels of CarisT ; not having mine cwn #igh-"
tz:’..e.gﬁzq/} which 15 of the law, but :‘fmi' which is through the fatl;
of CHRIST the righteoufnefs which is of GO D z’yﬂr!b Note,
This rlghteouf nefsisthrough thefaithof C H R IS Tyandof GO L
by faith, Expreffions of nearly the fameimport. 1tisgfG O D as
he appointed it,and will accept it, as the /o reafon of the fin-
~ner’s difcharge from condemnation, and admiffion to eternal
glory.—Anditisof CHRIST, as Hehath wroaght it out ;
having ‘made an end of fins, and made reconciliation for iniqui-
2y, and brofight in EVERLASTING RIGHTEQUSNESS.

‘THe phrafa.by faith, is expreflive of the ufe of faith in the
bufinefs of;uﬂ:ﬁcauon viz- Thatit 1s by faith 1o the word of
Gop, that the finner difcovers the glory, fuitablenefs and per-
fe&ron of the divine righteoufnefs ; and becomes perfuaded:
that it is an mfuhble ground for hope ; and is thfﬂ eb}r in-
fluenced to venture his naked foul upon-it. This is the

righteonfuefs in which the apoftle prays o be found, while
hf. peremptorily rejets all other:

THE converfion of St. Paul will readily be allowed to be
genuine; and he a. pattera to them, who fhould after-him
believe in CurisT to everlafting life, Confeguently every
true convert will be like minded. Like canfes will produce
like effets. All who are under the influence of the fame grace,
will glory only in the crofs of CurisT. And Qowever they
may differ io fome things of Jefs;mportauce they Wwill not differ

. E iz
1; Dau ix. 24,
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in fhe grand poiats of the gofpel.  While they wmeet in dife-
rént places for the fervice of Gop, worllip in differeat modes,
and afe diftingaithed: by difﬁff&%‘*t names; they are hili one 7z
CHARIST JESUS: whofe fupreme with is to win Curis T,
and to be found inHiln ; coditing their own nghteoufnefs but
B/t and dang. Such are the difcoveries that are made 6 theic
mmds, by the $pirit of Gop, of the exteat, ind fplr;..uality
of the law, that they at once find it a miniffration ¢f death ;
and that their belt obedience will not fland the mai On the
other hand, they have-fich clsar views by faith, of the ado-
¥able merits of Jesus, in their all- atoning virtye, thal: they
sejoice in Him, hdving no confidence in the flefh,

¥ pass now to fome practical improvement,

1. Havineproved the univerfality, and dabger of this fpi-
rit of felf-con fidence, 1t f‘eemsﬁne‘c“ef'far?-to caution Tou a‘géinﬂ:
it, Nothing, we find, is more natural to man ; neither can
any thing be more hﬁzardous, than to trult in himfelE, This
fpirit, if permitted to govern, will lead you iato iticonceivable
mifery 3 beécaafe uhder its influence you tralt 15 {omething
for acceptance with Gob, that is eﬂ%nmﬂy wrofig ; a righ- |
teoufaefs that will not bear the irial. -And at the fame time

that you run this dreadful rifque, you ‘defpife the riches of
‘Gop’s poodaefs, in providing a better righteoufnefs than
your own ; and ‘contemn the author of. eternal falvation.

Such, depend upon it, thall not pafs with impunity.

2.Fraw the preceding difcourfe;it is phain in what fenfe the
apoftle renoudced all works done by him, whether before or
after believing ; viz. In point of dependence. He had no in-
tention to teach us that the law was relaxed ; or that ml;/c
obligation to obechence was in any degree we'rhened Far

it from Him to lead mento tt‘eat the divine [y with indif-
o fexcnce

-r—.- "'"—|-—-
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creiee, The point he laboeured in his feveral 2utitles, »its

“he ereatelt perfpicuity, is to beat 1men off]) it ”r:;.,a SL e
'—'-ﬁcc to the law confidered as duty 3 but froie iyl in &
‘or juftification, eicher in whole, ov ig part. It was o giict
~o him, that he had lived a fobar life 5 of this he did noi w0
went s but he repented bitterly, that he had made fo great ¢
miflake in the matter {JFEE‘C‘\EPI”{’CC with Gob, a5 io loen 162
the divine favour on ghe foot of his own dofngs, By thid
condué he robbed Gob of his honour, CarrsT of ih&’r'i:,r‘”
of his compleat righteoufnefs, acd entirely fet alide e cle

sious plag ofredemptiqn reveafed In I:he.gofpaL io the fuee
anfe thould every man abfolutely rejedt his belk obedicueus
Aund doubtlefs he will do it, if ho is acquaiated with the no-
cure of the law, and the grace of the gaﬁzef As 1o the lﬂ- .
it condetnms for ane feilure 5 confequenty he who is fenilis
of thogifands in the courfe af his obedicnce, will uot aurv
introdyce it as tie reafon of his actepiance.~-ind as to iz

sofpel; it revenls a rishteoufpels for the juftifica ir:: S

L2
i -

ungodly, that was wholly finifhed by Jesus Cur ..

:f L Sl

which no {inger has any claim te, on account of what he has
done, or can do.  Noz of works left any man fhovld boaft. -}

r- iy {:jr

3. From lience T obferve, that the real believer will ns
fully rejelt oll felf-confidence, a5 open p{'cfanentﬁ;, A Gl
may turn from fwearing, drunkennefs,umcleannefs, &c. {0 bz

profeflion, and pradtice of godlinefs ; and remain at the famc
time warmly attached to his own rightcoufnefs. That very
alteration of his condnét, of which he iz fenfible, and others
obferve, is a ground of his confidence.  He is pleafed witl
it 3 and fecretly thinks himfelf better than otbers. Such
were the Pharifees in the days of Curist @ they looked np-

on themlelves as holy and defpiled thelr neighbours, s
fc If-confidence was thelr bane,

r Iph. 11, Q. ﬂ”%hf.}
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I BeSEECH you, {uffer the word of exbortation. Examine

yourfelves, whether you have ever been led to count: alk

but lofs, for the excellency of the knowledge of Curist Je-

.5us the Lorp ! Ye old profeffors, yelong eftablithed chrif-

tians, are you built on the foundation of the spoftles and

prophets ; JEsus CrrisT Himfelf being the chief corner-
{ftone ? Do you reft infinitely fatisfied with Him ? and is He

dearer to you than every other objeft ? Have you been
brought to rejoice in the: glories of his character, ‘and his

potlels righteoufnefs ? - And are you anxious to place the
crown on his head"?—Or have you fome fecret referve ? Do
your hearts fuggeft fome ‘plea befides CrrisT 2 Paul re-
pounced every thing for Him ; he had nothing to defire but
‘to be found in Him. May this be your cafe ; may this be
" mine ! For fhould we:hold up- both hands againlt the fla-

grant vices of the-day, and bear open teftimony 4gain{t grow-

-ibg. profanepefs, and at the fame time: indulge this felf.

righteous fpirit, we fhall finally be placed with the workers

.of iniquity.

SERMON
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.Emputed Righteoufnels one of the Glories
- of the Gofpel.

ROE&ANS ﬂ.’?, Ga.

Even as David alfo deferibeth the Bleflednefs of the Man uni
whom G O D imputeth Righteeufnefs withont Horks.

WKW T. Paul's delignin this chapter,and in a great:
- X part of the epiflle, is to diftinguith between
K S §*juﬂiﬁcation by the deeds of the law, and bv

the richteoufnefs of faith. The former fents-
ﬁﬁ%%% menbghe had early imbibed, and warmly pro-
moted, till it pleafedGop to call him by grace. Upon which,
he, with eqoal-zeal and diligence preached the very faith he
had laboured to defiroy. The text and context afford us
firiking inftance of his alteration of mind, and {olici-
tude to propagate his new opinion ; between which, and
the principles of his education there is an evident contratt,
The language of one is, Do and live : the other {peaketh ex
prefly, Abraham believed GO D, and' it*was counted to him for
righteoufnefs.  Now to him that worketh, is the reward net reck-
oned of grace, but of debt, But to him that worketh net, but be-
lieveth on him that juftifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for
righteoufnefs. q. d. The labourer is worthy of his hire. What
a,man receiveth as an equivalent for his induftry,is not of grace
but of debe,  He wrought for it, and may claimit, So, if any
‘man fhould infinuate that the finner is juftified before Gop,
in confequence of good works dore by him ; he deftroys the
- | o “ dottrine.
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do&rme of grace. - And the teltimony of David is introduced

to confirm the impertant ruth y Even as David alfo defer ibeth
$he Neﬂéa’rzaﬁ of the man unto fmm GO D imputeth righteouf~

nefs without works.  The authority of dbraham and David
had great werqbt with many, to whom St. Paul was mllrzd
to préach and wiite,  Abraham, ihe father of the faithful,

was joftified by faith without the deeds of the law : and Da-
wid, a man dfter Gop’s own heart, and an infpired prophet,
defcribes the bleffed man to whom a righteoufnels is impuied
without works ; faping, JBlf,ﬁd 45 #he man wibofe inquities are
Jorgtven. and whofe fins ape covered.  Bloffed is the man to whonz
the LOR D will net impute fin. T his quetation is out of Pl

-32. The text 18 8t, Paul's comment on it ; who, as he was
infpired by the fame Spirit, mufl be allowed to underftand
the weaning of the royal prophet infallibly. So far then isout
apoftle frot treating the dottrive of: imputad rrgbreaujnqﬁ as-
#vvel, wnforiptural or dbfurd, that he affures us it was an arti-
cle'of Pavid's cieed; and tauphe in the verfes he had cited.

Davit fpeaks of the forgivenefs of fin,and of its non-imputation
buot does nor ufe the phvafe impuited righteoufng. -St. Paul
informs usin his expofition of the words, that this is their
§mpaort, Bleffed 15 tbeJrﬂa:z to whom the LORD rm;iut:;’ib righter
oufinefs «w:ti&mt works. - Here we have

LA mghtenufuefs fpoken of,

1. Wﬁ'rch -GGD i faid to impute witheut works.

TH. Anad heir Bleffednefs declared, who are jullified by
this imputed ngﬁi‘ebifnéfr

1. A righteoufriefs.fpaken of,

Tut fubje of St. Panl's difcourfeis jufification inthe fight

of Gob ; therefore the righteoufuefs he pleads for, is fuch as
. is calculated to juflify in this lenfe, In the fequel he ci:.arg-
' " wlly
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fully excludes the finner’s obedictice to the law, {rom having
either part, or influence in the matter ; and thercby leaves
us but little room to wander in porfuit of his meaning :
svhich mitlt be, either that our faith is our righteouinefs § or
the ohedience and fufferings of Curist. The former was the
{eatiment of Arminius,.and is jll embraced by his followers,
To prove whick, they repeatedly urge thofe expreflions of
ehe apoftle, being juflified by faith ; bis faith is counted for
righfesufnefs, &c. * In which peffages, and others of a liko
impbrt, T humbly conceive he canpot mean, that a finper is
jaftified before Gob, by the i ¢f delieving ; or that he is
counted righteous becaufe of his feith,  For

¥, 'THERE is a manifeff diftinstion between faith, and that
righteoufuefs which is imputed for juftification, * For lam
got afhamed of the gofpel of CurisT ¢ for it is the power
of Gopunto.falvation, to every one that believeth,to the jew
firft, and alfo to the Greet. For therein [i. €. in the gofpel]
is theriphteoufiefs of GOD revealed from faithtofaith.”’+—That
St. Paul here fpeaks of juftifying righteoufnefs, I concluds
from the eonnetionof the words with the preceding contexr,
Verfe 17, he declares hisreadinefs to preach the golpel to
thofe that were at Home alfo,  Verfe 16. he glories in it, and
gives the realons why he does fo. Verfe 17. he explains the
nature of the gofpel, viz, That it is a revelation of righteouy-
apfs from faith to faith. Thisis one of its glories, that it
exhibits a righteoufnefs as an article of faitk, by which all
who believe are jultificd from ali things, from which they
could not be jultified by the law of Mofes, The diftinction
between righteoufuefs and faith in this Verfe is obvions, [
therefore obferve, If a finner is jullified before Gop by righ-
secufirefs imputed to him, he cannot be faid to be jullified in
the fame fenfe by faith, which the apoftle fo carefully diftina
guifhes from it, ‘ ..
- THAT

& Rom, ive 1 Rom. 1. 16, 17,
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2. THAT righteoufnefs by which a finner is juflified befora
Gon, is perfet conformity to the divine law. The law.is the
rule of righteoudnefs ; by which JeHovaE both.condemns
and acquits the finher. If his righteoufuefs, be it perfonal
or imputed, anfwers to the demands of the law, jultice is fatis-
fied. If it failsine fnple inftance; the finner is condemued:
If thou wilt enter into life, 1. e. by virtue of thine own obedi-
- ence, kesp the commandments. * For i¥is written, Curfed 15 every
sne. that contimueth nct in all the things which are written
in the bask of the law to do them. + . - Who then will fay,<that
faith is fuch a conformity ? -or that the LAwciveR will de-
part from his juft requirement of perfec? obedience as the con-
dition of life ; and inftead thereof accept faith ?

3. Tue fcriptures when fpeaking of juflification,pardon, re-
miffion, &c. afcribe thét to CorisT; to his obedience, blsod,
rightesiifnefs, &c. but faithis properly the work of the Hovy
GHosT in thefoul. “No internal work of theHoLy GuosT,
« though in this our prefent ftate, it were moft ablolutcly
“ perfec, fo as to exclude every thing of fin, could be any
« part of that righteoufnels that muft juftify us betore Gop:
* To fuppofe that it could, would be manifeftly to con?
“ fonad the offices of the Redeemer, and of the HoLy
¢ CposT. It was CuRrisT that was to merit for us ; the
¢ HoLy GmosT was Dever to merit for us. It was oot
¢ the HoLy GHosT that died for us, nor can his -operati-
““ ons or produdtions in us, have any caufative influence to
« the meriting the juftified, and acccpted flate of any perfon

¢t hefore Gop. They cannot make us never Yo have finned ;
¢ por can atone for our baving done fo.—Suppofe wea perfon,
¢t as foon as he i5 converted made perfe@ly free from fin,

¢ that very moment, by fome extraordinary powerful work

¢ of the HoLy GHosT on his fonl, how fhall that expi?te
| ~ for

* Mat. xix. 17. -1 Gal il 10
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“ far his having been a finher 277 Agréeablc to this wilter,
whole words are according to truth, ke that fays,wearecount-
ed fighteous before ‘Gop, on account of our faith, afcribes
that to faith, or to the Hot vy GuosT, who Is its great Efii-
cient, which properly belongs to CHr1sT ; and thereby cott-
founds their offices, which are clearly diftinguifhed in the
word of Gob, |

4. T RE facred wiitings in many places militate againfl,
vea fully overcheow this nation, © That Gop acCepts us as
righteous in his fight, on account of our faith.,” A cloud
of witneffes fland ready to vindicate the truth, “We are faid
to be juftified freely by his grace, through the redemption that 1511
FESUS CHRIST. + If * through the redemption that there
is in-CuRr1sT,” then not for believing.~The fame apoltle
fays, .the: ianer is jufified by bis blood.}—1f by the bleod of
CHRI§T, then notiby faith—Curist is called The LORD
our rightcoufuefs ; § and faid to be made ofGop unto believers,
righteaufnefs **Thereafon of which expreflion is, thatCaRIST
is the author of a complearand fpotlefs righteoufnefs, by which
all who believe are juftified, . It follows that if CuRrIST is
the finners righteoufnefs, fuizh is not. 1 add but one paflage
more : * For-as by one man’s difsbedience many were made, (o
conftitated) finners : foby the chedience of One, fhall many be
maderightesus. 1 If a finner is made righteous in the fightaf
Gop,which isSt. Paul’s lenfe here, by the obedienceosf CHR IS 7,
then.hecangot be fald to be accepted as righteous on account,
- of his faith, "Which leads me to obferve, .

5.. THAT when the apoltle fays we are juflified by faith, he
daes pot mean the af¥ of believing, as proved above, but pro-
b'ably the cbjelt & believed in ; even Jesus CHRIsT, who 15

S h F $he

* Howe's Carnality of Religious Contention. |

t Romoiii. 24i T Rem.v. g. § Fer. xxiil. 6. ** 1 Cor. .
30. Tt Rem. v. 19. |
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the. end of the Liw for righteonfuefs, do-every en tﬁaf belicveth.
May. not the expreffion’ be metonymical ! 'We find in the fa-
ered writings that finisputfor thepunifbmentof it.* Carist
is put for his.own-doltrine.+ Hopeis put for #he GOD of bepe. &
By the fame figure faith may be put for its obfec.

Or his meaning may be,that the finner is jzg/iﬁed’éy fm’tﬁ
as faith apprehends that righteoufnefs, which is revealed in
the: gofpel 5 and is the only matter of jultification. By faith
heunderﬁandsthat there is aninfipitelyexcellent; and uitable

righteou{nefs, finithed by: Jesus CaRIST ; and which Gob.
will accept. . Whlch confifls,

b

v. OF obedrence to the, precepts of the law, ThatCHmw
was made. under the /m, and: perfeftly obeyed it, is- admitted.
The prefent inquiry is, Whether His obédience to the law, is
any-part of.that. nghteoufnefawhich is imputed for Juﬂiﬁca-
tion ! Or whether: fin is pardoned, and the finner accepted
by Gop, on the aceount of the death of CrisT albne, ex-
clufive. of his.obedience to the precepts. of the law ! In an-
fwer to which I would obfcrve, |

(1.) THATIt appears that theobedience of Cr1s T through
his life is a part,and a very eflential part of the finner’s jaftify-
ing righteoufnefs ; feeing He undertook as.a Surety, or in his
behalf, to magnify. the law,and make. it honourable; §agreeable
toI/&zabs prophecy concernmg Him, - For.this’ purpofe He
" was made under the law, even, that He might: redeens them that
were under it,and that they might receive the ado}tzan of fons M
In this paffage the apoftle firft declares his incarnation ; then
the condition in which. He was, viz. Under or {ubje&t to the
law ; and fubjoins. the-reafon of. this fubjedtion to the law,

Or

¥ Lewit, xxiv. 15, + 2 Cor. Xlu}; Ifféi stx*itﬁsa §b‘£s RLit,
21, ** Gali iv, 4, 5
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or the end Fe had in view 3 that He miight redeem fiem ther
were ender i, Every perfon, while unregenerate, is under the

law, both as to the obedience thatit rsquireth, and the éwzgﬁj
ment that it threatneth, He who appears as a Suvrety fc¢

fuch ; or undertakes to deliver them,meft fully anfwer thelc

demands. That is, He muft perfectly obey its precepts 5 as -
well as fully endure its pepalty,  Without fuch full fatisfac-
tion to the law, it cannot be faid to be magnified and mads

honourable. And upona this it is that the finner, to whom it
is imputed, is accounted rightecusin the fight of Goo.

(2.)% Tue reward of life is promifed not to fuffering, bii:
“ to doing ; the law fays,do thisand live ; it promifes life not
“to him that {uffers the penalty, but to him that obeys
“ the precept.” ¢ There never was a law,” as an excellent
“ divine § obferves, ¢ even among men, elther promifing or de-
‘ clariog a reward due to the criminal, becaufe he had under-

¢ gone the punifhment of his crimes.” * CHRIST’S {ufferings

“ and death being fatisfattory, tothe comminatory, or threat-
“ -ning part of the law, are imputed to.us-for juflification,
“ that fo we may be freed and difcharged from the curfe,
“ and hell, and wrath, - But thefe s they. do not conflitute
“us nghr\eous, do not, properly fpeaking, entitle us to eter-
‘t nal life ;. but that a&ive obedience, or righteoufnefs of

‘ CHRIST* beu;g ngated to us, is "our juftification of life,
¢ or what gives us the title to eternal life,” ¥

“Tre diftin&ion made by this author between CarisT's

obedience to the precepts of the law, and his fufferings ard.,
diath, with their differedt influence, is countenanced by the

holy fcriptures 3 and that too in feveral places.  Paul writ-
ing to the Ga!atmn.r, alcribes our redemption from the curfe

{t

4 Dr. Gaadwz'ﬂ. * Dr. Gill’s Doétrine of Juftification, P, 28,
26. To whom the Writer acknowledges himfelf indebted
for two or_three Hints enlarged on ift'this Part of the fubje&,
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to the death of CHRIST. * Peter corroborates the fenti-
ment, by faying that we are redeemed by the bloed of Crirts .-
But when the apoftle {peaks of our being made righteous, he
afcnbes it to rightequfnefs imputed, aod to obadmzw Wh!Ch i$
the particular pext to be: conﬁdered ST

' (3.) ST. Paul affures vs in the plaineft terms, That we are.
made righteous by the ohedience of Crist. By the obedience
of One, fball many be made rightesus. 1 The apoftle fpeaks in
this chapter of Adam and CHRrisT as two public. -heads...
Adam, by alual difsbedience involved himfelf, and all his poﬂe
fity, whom he reprefented,’in an awful “fcene of guilt and
wretchednefs. JesusCurisT,who wasanother pubhc head,
has made many righteous.by his aftual obedience 5 even all
thefe who were given to Him by the Father. Thelatter fen- |
- tence. is in oppofition.to the former ; and gives us its 'truc_'
- meaning. Fof as Adam’s difebedience to the law, conflituted
him, and his poflcrity fidoers ;:{o.the obedience of CarisT
to it, is that by which many.are conftituted righteous.- That
the apoftle in this place does not mean one:aé, but a courfe
of obedience, may be learnt by comparing it. with the follow-
ing words, “ And being found ia‘fathion as'a man,-He hum-
bled Himfelf; and' became. obédient ivito death” §-—-Or"‘ until
death.”  Meaniag that He:was- thadient to the precepts of
the law through all his- life, from:which He was not diverted

until He became a facrifice for {in. “The obedienceofCHRIS T

is the {ubject of the apoftle’s difcourfe in both places; in one
he affures us that it was thebufinefs of his whole life ; in the

other,that by that umrderruﬁt..d courfe of, abedxence many are
made rtgbteau: | |

2. I pass now to obferve, that this law having been violae-

ed by mao, became a minifiration of death. He thereby fell
under

*Gd, i‘ii;‘-;a_. 11 Pt i, 18, :!9.1 3 Rom.v. 19, § Philip.ii. &,
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ander its curfe, from which there was no way of deliverance,
but by an adequate fatisfaltion, offered to the divine Law-
¢1veERr. Hence it came to pals thata law, which, in 1ts ori-
pinal fate required obedience only ; now called for fuffering.
He who broke it, contracted guilt,for which neither men cor
angels could atone. If he could from this time forward to
the end of life, perfe@ly keep the law ; as it would .be no
morethan mere neceflary duty,it conld notexpiate the guilt of
one fin: any more than the pundiual payment ofdcms that

thall be contralted for the futvre, will fatisty the creditor
for thofe that have been contrafled in time paft. The guils
of finis infinite, rifing in malignity, in proportion to the
dignity of Him agaiolt whom itis committed. Confequently
the atonement muft be infinite. It is {o. For God hath
laid help on One MiGHTY TO SAVE. * Through Him 1s
Preached unto us the forgivenefs of fins. 4 We have redemption
through his BLOOD : { that BLooD that was fhed for the
priefthood, and for the congregation ; and without the fhedo
ding of which there could be no remiffion,

TuaT the guilt of fin was to beexpiated by blsd,is a doc-
trine of the old teftament ; from whence it is no lefs evi-
dent, that JEsus CuRrisT was to be the facrifice.  We are
abundantly tavght the doftrineof atonement,by the numerous
facrifices of the Jaw ; fome of which were very fignificant
and which 8t Paulin his epiltle tothe Hebrews,accommodates
to the greatAntitype. That qualification of the viétim, that
it fhould be without blemifb, is typical of the fpotlefs pority
of Jesus, the L A M B without blemifb and without [psf. § His
death with its circumftances and defign, are all expieffive of
CurisT our paflover who was facrificed for us.  The death

was wolcnt fo was the death of CHERisT, The blood was
recelvec

}

@ J/g. Lxiils 1.-:-Heby Vil 25, R ﬂﬁ: xih. 38 I Efﬁ}:c;/’ b 7
§ t Peta 1, 19, '
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- received into a bafon, to denote a valug in it, not gal but ¢y-

pical. This blood was to be applied either by fprinkling, or
a touch to the perfon to be cleanfed ; in allufion to the all-

atoning efﬁcacy of the blood of CHRIST. called the blosd
of fprinkling, and faid to chanfz from all fin. The impofition,
of hands on the bealt, with large confeffion of fin, carried in
it the doltrine of imputation : or the transferring of guilt .
-to CHRIST ; agreeable to the words of the pmphet Ifaiah,
- The LOR D hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all. * The de-
ﬁgn of thefe facrificgs was to make atopement. + Thefebeafts
were fubftituted in the room of the people; and their blood fhed -
for the expiation of their fin, So Jesus CuRrisT put Him-
- felf in the place of the heirs of promife ; and though He

knew no in, Gop made Bim to be fin for them, that they
~ might be made the righteonfnefs of Gop in Him.

~ AND now fhould we turn to the new ‘teftament, we (hall
immediatcly obferve it written as with capitals, “ He died

the JusT for the UnjusT, that He might bring us to GOD.”
‘“ He is the PROPITIATION for onr fins.” By which we are
not only taught that He died, bnt thatHe died as a Subffitute.
Guilt was laid upon Him—* He was wounded for our tranf-
greﬂions, He was bruiled for our iniquities : Jha chaltifement,
of our peace was uponHim,” $—* He bore.cur fins in bisown.
body on the tree.” § Evident it is from thefe, and many
other paffages of {cripture, that Crrist did not only die
as a Martyr, to confirm the dodtrinesHe had taught but as a
Subftitute, in the ﬁead of others ; and that his fufferings
were primarily intended for the expiation of the gmh of ﬁn._

TuAT He was perfeftly innocent, is allowed by all ; yet
we'behold Him dying as‘one of the worft of Malefa&ors, the
curfed and ‘painful death' of the crofs. Suffer on his own ac-

count

¥ Ta. piii. 6. ¢ Exd XXX, _30.emveLvite xvn 27, 6
I '{/ﬂl Luh Y. § Pﬁ. 11. 24,.
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cottit ii¢ could sot, becaufe He knew no fin 1 ncither wag
guile found in hismouth, Neither conld He have fuffered as
sl ift He had not been clriarged with guilr s i bei'ng incom-
patible with the juftice of Gon that the perfe@tly innocent
fhould fuffer. It will therclore follow, that guilt was
laid upon Him ; that He was made fin ior others, Oras an

apoftle exprefies it in' the ﬂwnge& terms, ¢ e was wade
a CURSE for us,” ® |

To fum up-this Head 3 T apprebend we are to underfland,
by the righteoufnefs which is fpoken of in the text, nothing
lefs: than the perfect obedience of CuRr1ST to the precepts ot
the law, together with his {ufferings and death. With it the
Father is well pleafed. It is perfeCt, fpotlels, and everlafting.
It bas infinite dignity ; being the rightevufnefs of GOD. Tt may
be fo called, becaule finithed by Him who is Gop as well as
man, Who thought it no robbery to be equal with GOD. Anc
who, notwithftanding he appeared in the form of a fervant,
was poflefled of infinite glory and perfeftion. Many friking
circum{lances proclaimed his glory, when He was crucified,
and extorted from an enemy this frank confefiion, Truly #his
awas the Sen'gf GOD. % And which was afterward declared,
according to the Spirit of ‘holinels by his refurrection fram the
dead, By this event his deity was proved, and. the truth of his
important dotrines fealed. So that now it appears infinite-

iy fafe to make this glorwu“s righteoufnefs thefgmund of hope.

1L I Pass to confider, That Gop is faid to impte this
rlghteoufuefs without works.

Trk ufeofthis phirafe has given preat offence to fore ,who,
it-is probable; were defirous of rejeting the doétrine with it.
Bat.why we thoyld rejeét the word imputed, rather than the

word righteoufiefs, isnot:eafily agcounted for 3 ualefs it may

he
¢ Gali il 130+ Mar, xxvil, g4,
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be thonght,that mankind know that there mutt bea #ighteoy-
nefs in order to acceptance with Gob ; butarcunwilling {hat
it (hould be an imputedrightesufn j} becaufe that neceflarily cuts
off all boafting.” Men arefond of 115::’. fonal, and theretore twy o
obfcare imputed righteoufnefs. It is however {ufficient to coun-
tenance the ufe of this phrafe, that we have it in our text;
and find it feveral, times repeated in this chapier ; and ip
other paffages of holy feripture,  We oblerve,

. 'THE perfon to whom this a&t of imputation is afcribed,
CDD On which we may remark,that there is a concurrende
of the facred pc—:rfons of the Trinity in the work ofrcde.,npuﬁn.
The righteoufnefs was finithed by the Son of Gop ; it isim-
puted by theFather; and '1difcover}r of it to ihe foul ag the rea-
fon of divine acceptance, is made by the Hory GHost ; who
takes of the things of JEsus and thews them unto us, The
alt ofjuﬁlfymg,ls elfe where alcribed to the Father. IVuo./ZmL’
ay any thing fo the charge of GOD’s clect 2 It 15 GO D that juf:
1ifie 1, W/JG is he that condemneth? It is CHRIST that dicd.*
Here is a manifeft diftinétion betweea GO D that jufiificth, anid
CHRIST that died. The finner by the violation of the law,be.
came obnoxious to the divine .wrath: CurisT -undertoo}:
for him, and fatisfied divine juflice. Gop the Father being
wellpleafed with his righteoufnels, pronounces the finner juf.
tified. He acquits him frem every charge,becanfeCarisr dicd,
And at the fame time that the finner is acquitted, the Savi-
our is approved ; becaule the finner is dlfclﬂrged on thc foot
of the Saviour’s merits, -

2. T manner in which the finner is jultificd 1s exprefled,
viz. By imputation—¢ Gov imputeth. righteoufnefs.”—The
{fenfe in which we are to underftasd the phrafe, may be learnt
in the context. The apoftle affures us that GO D yuftifieth the

ungodly. Verfe 5. - This is their charaler at the very time
- when

# Rom. viil, 33y 34
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fror been Introduced by the. | fovers of tlits dolirine, fends
in a f’egree to explainit, And tecing CHRYST is called The

SURETY gfabitior w?mm:zz “there ‘lppmrs i propriety in this
aeofit. A ‘?'z:refy i3 0'1e w‘m ep pears inthe oehalf of anmhen

{ 5HALL only fub_}om 1 order to-prove - the: doftrine  of
mmputation, the following cver memorable paﬂ‘age For as-by
one man's difsbedience many are wads fiiners 1 fo by the chediente
ef One, many are mad. rzgiu‘edzr: T A has been qUOteﬂ befﬁré
but not with the fame defign. Now thz fenfeof the apoftlé in
theie words, is plainly this, That the righteoufnefs of Cirrisn
becomes the finners,in. the fame’ way thatAdam’s fin becomes
chargeable to his pofterity ; and that is by being derived, or
reckoned to them.—It at Jeaft deferves a ferious an{wer, How
many could be made righteous by the, obedience of one, if that
obedience Is oot placed to them ? Or how CarIsT’s obedi-
ence thould dvail 4 finner, efpecially in fohigh a fenfe, 4s that
he (hall bedifcharged frof guilt, and 1ccep!ed as  righteous
i the fight of Gop, if it is not zmputea’ to him ?

OB]FCTION It may be faid, If CF'RIST both obeyed the

‘]aw nd {uftered its penalty. in the behalf of his pecple
that they have nothing to do with it. - For as by his fuﬂlrn

1ngs and death, they are freed from condemnation ; fo by
his perfeCt obedience, thoy are dilmiffed fromy ObllgallO[l to

obey it, To which I reply ;

THE finnet can be freed from the law only agreeable to
the defign and engagement of his Surety :- no farther than
He engages ior him, can he be benefited. Now the fcripture.
exprefly declares, that the defign of CurisT in:becoming:
a Subflitute, was to procure a deliverance from the law, {o

far as it tended o condemnation, CHRIST hath redeemed
us

P

S Heo, vil, 22, 1+ Rom, v 19,
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*(1' ) RLLDQHA {LOLH "6’?&&5.’?;‘7{?1"5‘;# TEhe finaer L!‘Hriﬂir_
trqnfgmﬁed the-tawst was condemned | sy i re He noder the
wrath-of Jemova,in an etérea excinflon ivom, heaver,
From s awful calamity, all dic juflified ave delivered b
the interpofition of the divine Redeemar, ~fu accomplithing
which, it was mdifpenﬁbny m,c'dﬁly, ot He fhopld both
obey the-law, and endtre its pemhy

o

S o

{2.) THEY nICfI'f"Cd fro the Jow as ¢ covenant of works :
hF’ﬂCC they. do-not expedt eternal lifc upon thé foot of theis
own abedience. Accnrdmgiy the *paﬁl Paul fays, ¥ @i
[**mmc zfma’ fo the law 5}’ v f;ady of COHRTS 7 Amma B
s we are delivered from z‘lfe lavw, that being avatl quﬁgrﬁm e
were held ;- that we foodd ferve in it z;*zcy” of jjﬁzr:z @i noi 7.
the olitnefs of the letter. . They weyé dead to it, 10 as no low-
aer to feck ta be jUﬂlled by the decds of it or. to {ook upon
their ebedience as:a f&zza’fr‘zon Or Zernt of their accepranau Wit

Gop; becaufebv a‘ba’ d»cdm $he law r:v:szr 0 ﬂ j} living be J:gﬁlmem

HENCT
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Beveh e ohlerve, Thatas this was the egtent of the defign
of Crr1sT, cven to deliver from the Jaw ooly as it tended:
t0 con Jemnation, the wflibied are not deliveted from it as a rule:

ol lite : any more than they ace dc;hvered from corparal death
by bis dying. S

1

CouLp it once be made to appear, that thefe-fentiments
are fubverlive of obedience, it would immediately character-
1z¢ them and Prove that they onght 10.be rejadteds  But.
fo far are thcy frorn th;s tbat they eﬂabhfhu ~ St Paulhay-"
ing di feosirfed At hrge on the dodtrine of jultification without .
the deeds of the law, aﬂ-:s the-queltion, Do we then make void
the L1w Fhrough fulf/) 21, e. the doltrine of faigh. Apd then
anfwers it with an emphatic GODforézd yea we eftablifb the
Liw. t . As to the threatning and -PIELEPLS ofthe law, what
has been faid alr§ady proves that it is effabjithed: with refpect
to them : feemg the death of Cmusr was, according 1o the
femence of the law, and hlS- obedtcpce to its precepts: perfect.
To Wthh we add that it is eftablifhed with refpect to all
who have been Brought to believe in theSon of Gon. They
look upon it as the rule'of life;- to which ahey.are bound to
pay a facred regard, from love to Gop, whefe law it is ; and

who- gave his.only begotten Sod, that He might become the
eod of it for righteoulnefs:: :from love to Jesus! who both

obeyed its precepts, and fuffered 1s pepalty, and thusdelwered
the criminal ¢ and: from love to the Jaw itfelf, as it is a tran-

feript of the dwme nature. Their obedience s truly evange-
lical,originating fiom thatfait b which s of thenpérationof GOD ;
and accompamed with that [ave, whxch Is a frwt of rbe Spirit.

3. THERE is one thmg more to be conﬁdered before we
proceed to’ the nexthead viz. Thap, this ¢ nghteoufnefs ig -
imputed withoiut 'wark.r.’f i, C. without works in him who is

the
&

1‘ RWH! iii- 31!
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the fubje& of jeflification ; or to whom the 1ightsculae
fpoken. of is imputed. The obedience of thz finaer & s
cawfe why Gop jultifies him. Neither is 1tang part of o
righteoufae(s by which he is jultitied. juﬂiﬁmtiw T
a¢t of the pure, fovercign grace of Gop, exerciled owa

ners and ungadly.,  The defign of this phrale withut <o o}
is to exclude every thing from the matter and coufe (.,f i i

cationt, but the perfect righteouinels of Craist. lproczed

TI1. To confider the blefednefs of fuch,to whom this 1iph?
oufoels is imputed.  Blefed cre they whcjc mw*m‘m oy
gven, and whafe fins are covered, B/f,//va’ 15 100 man {3 wow

the LORD will not impute fin. * The bleflednets fpoken ¢
may be comprifcd in thele three things,

1. A FREEDOM from the wrath to come, It fic Lo pa
doned, there is no condemnation,  And thiz. my breibier
is the immenlely rich blethng, which Gop beftows vn a
to whom righteoufnels is imputed.—He parduictn iy
2y, and paffeth by the tranfgreflion of the remnant of his veritig:
He retaineth not bis anger forever, becanfe He delightetn 1 mes
cy. + The exceeding greatnefs of this blefling may be mor
fully difcovered, by a confideration of that mifery 1o wic
finchas cxpofed us.  Hell, damnation, everlafiing forments,
words that convey moft fiocking tdeas. And thus fuith 1}
Lorp, The wicked [ball be turned ints hell ; with all thc iiatiz
that forget GO D.§ They that have dene evil fkall come forth

the refurrection of damnation §—~And thef. fhall goaway int: eves
lofig punifbment. ** Thuys you {ce thatthe wagesof finis deat!
yea eternal death ; conlifting, not in a lofs of being, but ¢
happinefs. It is nothing lefs than a banihment from Gor
and all the glories of his kingdom into the bottomlefs pit
there to be confined with®devils and damaed {pirits, withot

t

* Rom.1v. 7,8. + Micah viis 18, 1 Play 1%, 17, § Juon o o
** Mat. xxv. 46.
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~ the Ieaﬁ ghmpfe of hope |- This wretchednefs is igconceijva~
ble a5 1o 1t degree cmlfequeut]y 13 mexpreﬁib]e . Howgreaz.
thed muﬂ be t]ielr bleﬂ‘ednq:fs, whofe iniquities ace forgivcu )
feemg thcy obtam an abfolute delwemnce from all this;. Aﬂdgl

H'
ﬂ

5. A’ entitled ‘10 the enjoyment of Gon ih heaven.
Thefe arc connectedin ope verfe, ** That they may receive. the,
Sforsiverefs of fins, and mbem‘ance among them that are fanéti-
fied by faith that'is in mé&” **Gob pardons vone but fuch
as heinteods toadmit into hiseverlafling kingdom, Thecon-
neftion between'the feverql bleflings of the well- ordered cove-,

nant, is mfeparab1e » « Whom he did predeﬂ:nate, lhem He.

alfo ‘called 3 and whom He called, them He alfo juflified :, and
'zabbm He jutified, theit alfo He glori ified.” Jr They are pardoned
and fan&ified, on purpofc that they may be received into the

prefence of Gop and of the Lams, -where is fulgefs of joy.

Oh mﬁmfc felicity ! There | is the abfence -of all evil, and the.
fruition of all good.. JEsus CHRIST will there,be. beheld.
in all his dazling elories, while all the hoﬂs of angels bow
before Him ; and the fpirits of juft men made petfelt unite.
in one grand afcription_ of praife to Him, who loved them,and.
wafhed them from their fins in his blood ! Glory be to Gob,

for this aﬂomlhmg dlfpla}r of his. grace ! That thefe, inefti- .
mable blefﬁngs may: be conferred on guilty,hell: defermg men'!

1. 1 wout.p add, That GOD blefles thofe whom Irfe Juf .
tifies, with a comfortable fenfe of their own intereft in Him
which' the fcnptureﬂ call gosd hope through grace : the full af :
Juraiice ‘of bope, &c. A privilege for which they are indebted
to'the Splrit of Gon Jwhois faid to f2al the behever unto the day -
of redemption :—To wwitnefs with his Spirit that He is & child of
GO D.:~Toabidein his héart as the earn # of bis inferitance.t. .
In whnch places 1;19 clearly taught us, That Dbelievers, at leafk,

{ome

8 4% xxvi. 18. + Rom. viii. 30. 12 Gor.. 1, 22, and v, %,
Epbefi i, 14.-=-Roim, vitl, 16. '
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{omeof them,are favoured witha fenfeof the pardon of their fins

thmugh the bloodof CrrisT.. The HoLy CrosT witne/ith
20 their fpirits that they are the children of GO D, and thus’con-
firms the wavering,: doubtful mind.  He is alfe {aid to be

-an 'eczrfzag@ of their inheritance. Thedefign ofan carnef?, whiciz
is a part ia haad, is to alcertain 1he whole. 8o the Spirit of
‘Gop, at times, enables /the belicver as He did St. Paul, to
fay, 1 know whom I have believed, and I am perfuaded that He
15 able to keep that which I bave commipted unto Him againfl that-
day.* Thus He rejoices 1n the profpetof the houfe not made
swith hdnds,éternal in'the heavens, . And at rimes is ready 1o
a9, Wy tarry: the wheels of -thy chariof #Verily, bleffed is the

man whofe iniquities are forgiven, and whofe fins are co-
vered.  I'now proceed to-fome

REFLECTIONS.

' 1. LeTus from hencelearn to diltinguifh between faith,and
the rlghteoufuefs of CHRIS T,ia the great affair of acceptance

with Gop. - That. r:ghteoufnefs which julifies, is altogethea
the work.of Curis'r. It wasfinithed by Himfelf ; agd i
properly his own. - He had no co-adjutor. Hetrod lhe wine-
prefs alone,and of the people there was none with Him. Ne-

verthelefs it becomes ours, by the gracions act of Gob im-
puting it to us.

FAITH, accordmg to the bﬁloved derlP]ﬁ Fobn, and the
great St. Paul)is the belief of. the truth ; 4 the believing that

FESUSisthe CHRIST,; } ora giving credit 1o the rccurzf
that GO D gave of his Son. §  Thefe difinitions of it are all
of the fame import, and all divine ; gived out under the in-

fpiration of the Spirit of Gon : and not to be contradi®ed by
any, howcvex' fomg have gloffed npon them, till they have

brou ght *

“ 2 Time i 120 + 2 Thefi 1 330 1 Jobn v X, J;Vérfe 10,
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brought-in-a fenfe diverfe. from the infpited writers, This
faith, when it is.real, as. drﬂmgm(hcd from that unicfuential
affent, o the gofpei which.crowds whe hear it, profefs to

have 315 an effedt of the. iiine linflience in-us-: hence, faid fo
rbe of the operatitn of GO D ;* andaliat *“it-is with the heart
mah belicveth: unté rightéoufnein” 4=+ As the tighteonfnels
by which the finaer is-jultified, is-the fble- work of CurisT
Jor-Fim, {o this is .the work ‘of the HoL¥ ‘GuasT in Aim, and
1o lefs neceffary_in its proper placa ;. it being that, without
~which. a:finotr_ahnat apprehendy receive, and relt upon
Curist foreternal:-life. By faith,.as befote obferved, he:be-
‘comeé acquainted with-ihe glotles of the: chata®er of Jesus,
the fulnefs of grdce in. Him, andthe fuitdblenefs and perfe@tion

of his righteoufnefs : in confequence 6f this faith, he admires

the Saviour’s perfonal excellencics, flies to Him, ventures all

upon Him, and rejoices ia-Hiti.- "Theéfg, to fpeak plainly, are
all fo many effects of faith. The finoer mufl have a view of

thé-Savidiit’s e'{eelrlency', 5{}’3:‘311& will adeiie | it. He muft
be perfuaded, that CHRIST is the only fafz refage, befote lie

will-fiy'to Him. He milt know that there is in CHRrisT,

fuffictent: matest of confolation; before hé Will #efsicé in Him.
Of all thefe he is-ountirely. fatisfied 8y fuith in-the teftirgony of

Gob ! fubiéquent to whiicly is his comiing, or ﬂjrz:{g 6 Him,
trufting in] of venttring.all-upsh Hiny, refoicing ih Hit, e’ac.

e. g. Jofeph's brethren heard that there was corn” erfough in

Egypt, they believed the report ; this was faith : upon this

they went ‘down for i ftlpply Doubtlefs this was an efest

of their faith'; for hid they not believed the tidings, they

would fiévei have goae. So,a finnér muft belizve thatCrrist
isa fall) and a compleat Saviour, befare he will ram, or fy to
Him. S’Enfe of mifery, and faich in his fufficiency, aré the
niain flimulps.  Or, I am fick, T hear of an able phyﬁcxan I
believe him to be fo, upon which apply fo him. My appli-
cation

* Lolgf.. i3 120 .. Rome X 10,
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eatim to hitg, aad my befiof of his chara&er, ave as diflinG: a2
any two things can be, My #ruffing my life in his hands, iz
an effelt of my believing bim to bean able phyfician, This
diftinétion is obvious in the {icred writings, as well as in the
nature of thtngs : “ He that cometh to Gon, muft belicve thas

Fie 1s.” *  Here is a manifeft diflinCtion between coming and
believing.

I sppREHEND that the fame diftin&ion thould be obferved,
between belicving in CurisT, and recciving Bim,  1f {o, it
will follow, that « to receive CHRIST in fall his offices, as a
prophet, a prieft, and a king,” is not properly fuith, but ait
effectof ity and infeparably conneéted with it, It is cer-
tain that a man mull believe that Jesus is the CurisT,
and thatHe {uftains thefe offices, before he cai.or will receive
Him in this light, ““CurisT came to hisown (meaning the
Fews ) but his own reccived Hin not.” | This refuling to
receive Him was not unbelief, but an effeét of it.  Hence
(hould you be afked, Why they did not receive Him ? The
anfwer is ready, Becaufe they did not believe Him to be thg
CurrisT.—Nothing is more plain, than thae unbelief was the
grand caufz, why they reje®ted Him. On the other haad,
nothing is wore evident, than that receiwing Carist, is an
effelt of believing in Him.  And {hould you atk the man wha
defines faith, ¢ a recetving Curis'T in all his offices,” Why-
he thus receives Him ? he himfelf will be obliged to obferve

this diftinction 3 for the only juft anfwer he can give you is,
Becaufe I éd:ew He {ufltains them.”

Trus we fee that faith is entirely diftin from the rigli-
teonfnefs which juflifics ; at the fame time it is mdx{'penﬁblg?
necefllary, anfwering o reit and good purpofes.  Under its ins

flucnce the finner flies to Jusus the Hope {et before him 3
H and

x Heb, xi, 6. 1 Jokule Ih
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and trofts his immortal intereft in his hands; being perfetiy
{atisfied with his adorable charalter. Faith is allo the me.
dium of peace and confolation. You may with equal pro-
pricty attempt to feparate light and hear from the {un, as
peace’ of confcience, and joy in the HoLv GuosT, from
the faith of GODs elecl. The degree of chriflian con-
fulation may be greater, or lefs, according to the firength and
influence of faith. At one time the believer may have an in-
ward peace and tranquility, which is exceedingly agreeable.
At agother time he may be favoured with what St, Paw/ calls
joy unfpeakable and full of ghry. At another, guilt may rob him
of his comfort,and feparate between him and hisGop. Such
*are his exercifes in the prefent ftate of things. Bat he is far
from makiong a tighteoufnels of his frames, feclirgs, or exfe-
riences.  The diltin&ion between thefe he well underftands.
The righteoufnefs by which he expelts to be juftified, 1s the
work of CarisT alone ; the faith by which he is enabled to
receive it, is of #he operation of GO D ; the confolations that
he enjoys are from this glorious CHRr18T, in believing ; or
through faith, All as different as A, B, and C. His depend-
ence for acceptance with Gop, is neither on his faith, nor
experiences, but on CHRIsT alme. At the fame time he can-
not conceive it poflible, for a poor, wretched, undone finner,
to be cnabled to believe in Curist for eternal life, and not
rejsice. A view of the glories of his perfon, and the fulnefs
and freenefs of his grace, cannot fail of introducing firong
confolation, |

CoroLLaRy I. It follows, that believers may flill talk of;
and plead for chriffian experiences, without the leaft injury to
the * finilhed work of CHRIsT.” Or without making a righ-
teoufnefs of them ; feeing they clearly underftand the diftinc-
tion between them : notwithftanding what has been faid to
the contrary, by fome who have lately appearcd among us.

' COROL:
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CoroL. 2. Thofe perfons that have ever knotw the truth,
as itisin Jesus, mult fall into an awful (tate of {upinencls,
before they dare affirm, as a tecin of adwiffion iato any re-
ligious fociety, that all their former acquaintance with reli-

gion, was delufion ¢ and by fo doing,they cannot fail of griev-
ing the Holy Spirit of Goo,

CorotL.3. That faith thas is without a heart-felt fenfe of
the truth j or unconrnelted with the coufolation that there is

i Curist, is eflentially different from the faith of the
apofties and primitive chriftians : Belicving, they rejoiced
with yoy uafpeakable and full of glory.

Conor. 4. They who fcem to fpeak highly of the atone-
ment, or the “ finithed work of CurisT 37 but {ay little, and

indeed nothing to the purpofe about the Spirits work in rev

generation 5 whiie they appear to extol one facred Perfon of
the Trinity, do manifeltly flight another,

2. Fron the'preceding fubje@ we are taught the antiqui-
ty of thedoltrine ofimputation. Which was clearly ex prefled
onder the former difpenfation, by the laying of hands on the
head of the victim,with confeflion of fin. Yea,we are taughe

that the dotrine of imputed rightesufuefs, is not to be confined

to the sew tcftainent.  For St, Pau/ in his expofition of the
words of Dawvid, affures us that it is beld forth in them. It

was a dotrine of the primitive ehurch, and much infifted on
1h the reformation from popery.  Luther, that reflolute refor-
mer, looked upon it “ an article of a {tanding, or a 4alling
“ church.” It was fteadily embraced by the fathers of Aew-
England, and is preferved as precious in many of their writ-

ings, And however it may at agy time [uffer an ecliple; a3
atruth of Gop, it thall finally prevail to his glory, and tie

comfort of many poor Gnners. Doubtlefs it is calculated to
dopoth, Itgives glory to Gop : fosig this method of faving
| - the
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the guilty,thereisan illuftriovs difplay of the divine perfetions.

Such as, wifdom, love, grace, fovereignty, jullice, &c. Wifs
dom fhines, in that Gop has {ecured the honour of his law
and governmend, while He jullifies the wmgedly.  Love ap-
pears in the manner in which He hath douoe this, even by
giving his only begotten Son to fuffer and die. Grace is con-
fpicuous in his pardoning the {inners guilt,and accepting his
parfon as righteons on account of the sbedicncacf One.  Sove-
1eignty is maoifefted,in his having mercy on whomHe will have
mercy.—Jultice cannot be hid, fecing rather than fin thould

bz pardoaed without fatisfaltion, the Son of Gop mult die.

IT brings comfort to the finner who is brought to believe
in Jesus.  For he {ees that He is the authior of a perfett,
Ipotlefs righteoufnefs ; fuch as he finds he mufl have, or ne-
ver bz admitted tofee the LorRp, And while he rejoices in
it by faith, he afcribes the whole glory to Gop.,

3. I only they are bleffed whote iniquities are forgiven,
it follows, that the wrath of Gop abideth on all the impeni-
tent and unbelieviog. This is an alarming confideration to
fuch, as have any fenfe of the nature of the divine difpleafure,
It will be a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living
Gop. Who can dwell with everlafling burning ? 1Who can dwell
with deveuring fire 2 A ftate of guiltis awful ; the perfon in
it, is deftitute of the comforts of the gofpel here, and is lia-
ble every moment to be plunged into the lake that burneth
with fire and brim{one ! And this is the condition of every
natural man. It becomes each of us to fay in the language
of the dilciples, LORD st I ?

SERMON
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SERMON IV.
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Believers exhorted to continue i thelr
~ Obedience.

PHILIPPIANS IL 12 13

Wherefore my Beloved, as ye have always eheyed, not as i
my Prefence only, but now much more in my Abfence ; work
sut your own Salvatisn with Fear and Trembling.

Firitis GOD why workzth in you, bothto will and to do
¢f his=good Pleafure,

W T, Paul was azealous, and an accomplithed ad-
& ¥ vocate for all the important do&rines of chrif-
¥ S X tiaoity. Thefche inculcated with plainnefs and

frequency, always laying them down as the

HRREKK foundation of obedience 5 and from them urg-

ing a facred regard to every neceflury duty. We have an in-
ftance of this fort in the context. The apoftle introduces
fubjelts of the hizhelt confiquence, wiz,  The divinity of
CuRrisT, or his equality with the Father ; /Wha loing in tle
Jorm of GOD, thiught it not redoery to be cqual withG 2D, His
altonithing condefcenfion ; but made Himfelf of ns refutation,
and took wpon Him the form of a [ervant, and was made in 1l
likenefs of men. His courfe of obedience to the will of Gop ;
and his {fubmitting to the ignominious, and painfol death ot
the crofs.  Thele grand, interefling truths, are the premifits
on which hc founds the followipg exhortation ; 7'erefere,
10y [J.»..low;z’ as }E‘ baw ahva; /J‘ ohe yed nsfas i ny jm fence oh{; ,

'u:z,f!}
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with fear and trembling.  Forit is GOD whs worketh n yeit,
both £ ';uﬁ{ and to do of his giood pleafure, q. d. Deaily belov-
ed, I exhort you to habour to be like your Lorp and Malter
let the fame mind be in you, that was io Him : behave with
meeknefs and humility toward all men ; and lct it be feen
that you delight in copying the mof} perfey example. And
a3 JesuUs became obedient unto dzath, even the death-of the crofs ;
know ye, that the great delign of this ftupenduous aét of his,
was, that He might redecm you from all iniquity, and furify you
to Himfelf, a pecubar pecple, ZEALOUS OF GooD woRKs. Be
ye therefore, like Him,obedient until death : fledfafl, immsvea-
ble, afways absunding in the work of the Lorp,  In farther
fpeaking to the words, I.propofe,

I. To fhew to whom they were addreffed.

11, InquIRE into their meaning. .

{11, Consiper the neceffity of the believer’s continu-
- ing in his obedicnces |

I It is expedient in the firfk place, to know to whom
the'e words werce fpaken. This thould be afirft inquiry, in
all our inveftigations of divine truth, in order to find out the
feife of the ftcred writers.  The want of a due attention to
this maxim, has led many to miltake their meaning. . From
hence it is that many {cripture exhortations are mifapplied ;
and the text among others : which is manifeftly {poken to
believers. This will appear from the following things ;

Tz dire&ion of the epiftle. « To all the faints in

CurisT JesUs, whoare at Philippi, with the bifbops and deas
wons.” * The direftion of a letter'gives one man a right to

: ' i
open it, rather than anocher ; a_nd without any regard-to 1tg
contents,determines whofe it is. Se in this cafe. 8t. Pau/car-

ried on a very extenfive kterary correfpondence. 1f any thing
o | ‘ * in

| * Philis, 1 14
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in providence,prevented his paying aperfopal «ifit tgihe places,
where he had been {uccelsful in pr q‘_ﬂ‘achmg hegofpel,hegeneral-
Iy took care towrite to them. "This circum{lance more 1mmes
diately gave rife to his feveral epiftles ; which are fo'many re-
ligious letters, written to the chy ;.rchc'% or 10 particular pars
fons, on matters of importance.  Each letter is divected with
the greateft care ; the epiftle to the Hebrews excepted, which
is generally fuppoled to have been written by this apoltie,
Now it is from the djrection,that we judge for whom the con-
tents are defigned. Accordingly we are led to conclude,thas
this epillle to the Philippians was intended by the infpirec
author,, for belicvers, becanfe be divells it ¢ o all the famis
in CHRisT JESUS,”

2. IN confirmation of the above remark, it s neccflary 1€
examine the contents of thisletter, from the beginning to the
text. 1 mizht with propricty tranieribe the whole preceding
part of it 5 but fhall only {eledt a few pafliges, becaufe they
arc {ufficient for the purpolec.— Seing confident of this wery thing,
that He which hath begun a good werk in you, will porform iz
unto the dayof CHRIST, * Here he exprefles his confidence
that the gesd work which had beep begua in thew, would be

Jinifbed by the fume diving Agent. To whom could fuch 2
p2flage be addrefled, but to profefled believers? He alfo fpeaks
of their furtherance and joy of faith. + Sure we are that fuch
as have no faith, can neither expe its furiherance, or expes
rience its j7y.—He does not hefitate to tell them, that 10 then:
‘‘ It was given—ito be}fﬁwin CargsT.” £ All which exaltly
ngree with the direQtion of the epillle.—~To which I will
orﬂj{ add the wext; IFherefore, my belyved, as ye bave al~
ays obeyed,not as in my prefence orz] , but now much more in 9 1y
a[ywzfe-—()bfﬁrve that the apofile fh‘es the perfons to whom
he writes, beloved 5 an expreflion only ufed by him, when ad-

drefling believers.  Accordingly, alter the converfion of D1

| [omus,
® Phirip, 1. O. t Verfe 2s. 1 Verle 2g. A
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Sfinus, hie wrole @ fetter to his malter Philemon ; in whicit
fi= exhorts him to receive him, ¢ not now as a fervant, bu¢
~ above a fervant, a brother beloped.” §

He alfo commends their conrfe of obedience, both while
*prefent with them, and in his ablence from them ; by which
it became manifeft, that the gofpel had not come to them iz

word only, but in power, and the HOLY GHOST, and muck
o/furance. 1 proceed

'1I. To inquire into the meaning of the apoftle in this cx-
hortatien ; work out your swn falvation with fear andtrembimg.

1. 1 APPREHEND the apoftle cannot mean, that falvaiion
from the guilt, and fatal effe@s of fin,was to be wronght out
by human endeavours. Or that the {alvation of a finner from
* the wrath to come, depends on any thing-that he can do,
Con{ider the Being that is offended, the law that is violated,
the guilc that is contracted, the circim{ances of the offender,
and the whole tenor of the gofpel.—TheBeing whom we have
offended 1s the infinite Jerovar; a GO D of truth, and with-
out iniquity ; juff and right i He. To Him all our fins are
fuaked ; which the eternal holinefs of his nature, obliges Him
to view ivith abhorrence. While his juftice, another effentiak
attribute, calls for condign punithment : and which conld
never have been impeached, if He had damned the world of
fen, as He has the world of apoftate angels. Becaufe mep
have violated a law, which is infinitely juft and reafonable
the requirements and threatnbogs of which, are perfectly equi-
table. As a murderér is juftly coddemned to fuffer death,
fo cvery tranfgreflor of the divice law, becomes as juftly lia.
ble to be puniflied with everlalling deftruéion.

RerFLECT on the nature of his crime, or the guilt that he
hath contratted. We judge in common, of the nature ofan
offence, by the dignity of him, againft whom it is committed.

Should

¥ Philan: xvi
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Cgintale duothely Jledicnies N
Should we admit this rule here, §¢ will follow that g has i
it infipite puilt,becanfe committe againit an infinite Gop.o-s
Infinite it mufl be alfo, feeing ar infinite punithment is !
figned to the impenitent and unbelieving.  As the punifis-
ment 15, which a molt righteous Being has determined to in-
i, {uch mult be the crime : otherwife the penalty exceeds
the offence ; which wonld be an aét of injuflice. This nc
man dare to infinuate of the Jupgz of all the earth, who ever
has done, and ever will do right.-—~That the punifhment o
be infli¢ted on finpers, will be infinite, is manifelt througis
the whole feriptures. Tt is faid,the worm dicth not "—the fincle
of thetr torment aftendeth up forever and ever +—the wicked fheli
gointo EVERLASTING PURISHMENT. I In the fame Vers
St. Matthew declares, that the righteons (hall go away inio
life eternal. 1t is veadily granted, that eternal life in this place,
intends endlefs felicity ; or is to be taken in a ftri€t and pro-
per fenfe. Why EVERLASTING PUNISHMENT, which is ai.
antithelis to it, thould not be taken in a-like fenfe, that is, to
import an unlimited duration, no probable reafon can be af-
figned.  We find the evangelilt makes ufe of the fame
word § in the original, to exprefs both the duration of the
punifhment of the wicked, and the happinels of the righ-

teous ; thereby informing us, that the ezernity of the one, is

commenfurate with the efernity of the other ; meaning thas
it 15 without end.—Secing therefore that a moft juft Gon
would never infli¢t a penalty, that exceeds the nature of the
~crime 3 and has in this cafe declared that the finally impeni-
tent and unbelieving, fhall be punithed with an jnfinite pu-

nithment ; it follows that the guilt of fin is infinite.

ConsIDER the requirement of the law, even perfeét obe-
dience. Nothing lefs will be accepted as a condition of the
divine fevour, if wearc to enter into life upon this principle.

f BEAR
® Mark 1%, 44. + Rews 3ive 110 1Mare xxv, 46, § AwnO
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Besnr in: miud the circumftances of the finner. Heis in

g {tate of moral mpmence . dellitute of all moral reftitude ;
yea dead in fig,

THus you find, that gn infinite Gop is offended, by the
violation of a law, haly, juft, and good : that the finner has
thereby contrated infinite guilt, and is reduced to a ftate of
ablolute paverty and wretchednefs ; while the law curles
every one that continueth not in all the things that are writ.
ten 1o the book of it, to do them, What can this poor crea-
ture do, in order to work out a falvation from fuch guilt as
this ? Can he make atonement for one of the offences that he
hath committed ? or fatisfy divine juflice for the violation of
the law ? Wherewith can the finner,in {uch deplorable circums
ftances, expiate.infinite gnilt ? Mep and angels are unequal
to the tafk ; and Jesus CHRisT alone, MIGHTY 1O SAVE.*.-
ABLE TQ SAVE TO THE UTTERMOST, |

SurEeLy St. Paulbetter underftood that gofpel, which he
received by the revelation of JesusCurisT,than toaddrefs a
finner, poor, and blind, and naked, in fuch a manner. Firft
tell him that he can do nothing, and then exhort him to do
every thing.,  Paulwas not fuch a preacher, He affures us
that it is by grace we are faved, through faith ; and that nof
of ourfelves : it is the gift of GOD. T Who hath faved us, and
called us with an holy calling, NOT ACCORDING TO OUR
woRKs, (be they of the law or of the golpel) but according to
his own PURPOSE and GRACE, which was given us in CHRIST
JESUS, before the world began. §

2. NEITHER can the apoftle mean by thisexhortation, that
{alvation from the guilt of fin,is wrought out partly byCuris T,
and partly by the fioner. Or that the finner is to do what

he can, in-expeftation that CHrisT will make up the defi-
ciency.

* Jau nxiii. 1.+ Heby Vils 25. 1 Ephefs 1. 80 § 2. Tim. 1. g
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£1CHLCY, This fentiment 13 6o lctc contradidion ¥ (G e wrheis
gofpel, thas the preceding ; for it teaches s, that Cainiey v
not 2 compleat Saviour jand that oty owa arm, in part brings
falvation. It refletts grofly on the Redeemer, as though

was not every way able to fave.. £nd affords-the finner {ome-
thing to boaflt ctbefor¢Gop. For fﬁpsofﬁztmtpirt tobecver fo

{mall, that he can perform, Qill it is a pare 5 aid for fo muct:

as he can do, by way of atonement Iot his fins, he may taln
she praife to himfelf,

Besipes,what fort ofa righteou(nefs, {uppofe ye,mult that bs,

that is wrought out parslybyCHRIS T,20d partly by the hinaer <
T he former, 30 infinitely perfet Being ; the latter,a totaily poi-

luted creature. It would bear fome refe“ﬂblanee to Nebuchac-
nezzar'simage,the partsof whichit wasimpofiible ever to unitc.

" Aca1N 3 The work of falvation was finithed byCrnist, and
He had afceaded to the glory of his Father, before thefe Phi-
lippians bad heard the gofpel. Nothing remained, when Paut
went to preach to them,but the {pecial application of its in-
eltimablebleffings. Accordingly,he took thie greatefl pains 1o
per{nade: them, that all their own: righteoufaefs was %/ and
dung : and however warm he was in his exhortations o obe-

dience, he would always have thew to- know, that falvation
was alone of CHRIsT,

FarrTuer 3 The perfons to whoin the words were imme-
raediately fpoken, were believers ; and at that very time ino a
ftate of actual jullification. By bim all who BELIEVE are jufti-
ed from all things. *~~They could not thercfore,with any pro-

priety, be exhorted to-do fomething, by which they might be
Juftifedbefore Gop,

3. NEITRER are'we to-fuppofe, that 8t Payddeligned by

thig
* A xii 394
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this exhortation, to teach thefe believers, that by virtue of &
ftock of grace already received,they were to perfevere till they .
fhould obtain final falvation. This would contradi¢t all thofe
 paflages of holy feripture, which declare a believer’s weaknefs
- in himfelf, and his dependence on CurisT the only head of

influence, for conflant fupplics of grace. His having been ena-
bled to believe in the Son of Gon, does not render him felf-

fufficient. Still, if left to himfelf, he may fall fouly, like Da-
vid and Peter. Tt is pot in confequence of any degree of
grace already received, that the believer (hall fafely perfevere
to eternal glory ; but by virtue of a vital union to theLorpJE-

- sus CyRrisT, out of whale fulnefs he is.faid to receive and
grace for grace. ¥  ‘This important, and comfortable fenti-
ment, is beautifully tanght us by our divine Lorp, by the
metaphor of the vine and its branches.  As 2he branch cannot
bear fruit of itfelf, except it abide in the vine : no more can ye,

“except ye abide inme. Iam the vine, yeare the branckes. + Obe
ferve, CHRIsT firft introduces the fimile, and then accom-
modates it. ¢. d. It is thus between me and you. Iam
the vine, to whom ye as branches, are united. The branches
are united to,and one with the vine : o ye are united to me,
and .one with me.—The branches,by a full fupply offap from
the vine become fruitful : fo ye, being continually fupplied

with grace, aut af that fulnefs, which it hath pleafed the
Father fhould dwell in me, bear much fruit.

Tuis fentiment is confirmed, by numerous paflages of
fcripture. CHR1sT affured his difciples in the fame chap-
ter,that withoutHim they couldds nothing. Without his abiding

. in them by his Holy Spirit ; and their abiding in Him by
faith, they could do nothing comfortably, fuccefstully, or
acceptably. Their confolation is in Curis't, and if left by .
Him,they drag on heavily like Pharaah’s chariots, when they
had loft their wheels.~Their fuccefsful oppolition to the

| world

# Fobu i, 16, 1 Jobu xv. 4, 5 i}
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world, the fiefh, and the devil, is owing entively 6 help frou
Curist. Inallthefe things we aremore than conquerors,throug s
Him who loved us. % And the acceptance of their perfons, and
their obedience, is only through CurisT. He is the fole me-
dium of accefs to Gop, and of acceptance with Him 5 where
in He hath made us accepted in the BELOVED. ¢

" Byt without multiplying quotations, I obferve, That the
latter part of the text, militates againft any fuch expofition of
it. . Work out your own falvation with fear and trembling. Fox
it is°G 0 D who worketn in you, both to will and to do of his geod
pleafure.~No exhortation could be better guarded. The apo-
ftlé with bis ufual caution, takes care that a falfe conftruéti-
on might notbe puton his words 5 and that the people,to whom
he writes, might not receive any wrong impreffions. Inftead
of being felf-confident ; or of thinking that as belicvers, they
were amply furnifhed already for the duties,and trials of the
chriftian life, he exhorts them to continue in obedicnce, with
fear and trembling.  Fear is often brought in by this apofile,
as a neceffary temper of mind for the chriftian,while he abides
in the flefh ; becauie he has many enemies. It was expedient
that thefe, and that all believers thould be diffident of their
own abilities ; and fear to truft in themfelves. No perfons
are in fo great danger, as they are who apprehend none s
or who look upon themfelves fufficient to overcome every
enemy. Thisremarkis exemplified in Peter’s denial of his
mafter. Had he entertained this neceffary fear, it might have
kept him from the place of danger. Being {ufpicious of him-
felf, he would rather have chofen to ftay a little behind, than
to go among the fervants of the high prieft.

T ue bellevers athiliﬁﬁihad‘alfo reafon tofear,left animofities,
and divilions fhould take place among them, to the great in-

Jury
f RWE- Viiil 37.! T EPZHE;/: 1, 6.!'
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juryof thecaufe of CurisT—Lelt they fhould be beguiled
by falfe teachers,who were then lying in wait 10 deceive—-Lef}
they thould be overtaken by temptation,or led away by their
own corruptions,to (inagainft the Lor d--And left they fhould
be found to entertain a fondnels for their own righteouines s
all which would tend to hinder,or marr their courfe of obedience,

Tre apoltle adds, For it i GO D wha worketh in you, botl
- 20 will and-to do. of his geod pleafyre. 'This fentence is expla-
natory of the former-part of the text ; and immediately cala
culated to unhinge thePhilippians from felf-confidence. ¢. d.
1 do nat:mean to fet you to do fomething,by which you may be
inflificd, eitherip awhals, or in. part beforeGop 3 this is the fole
work of Jesus, Nor yet would I bave:you to think, that ag
helicvers,and jultificd perfons, you are already furnithed witls
grace, {ufficient for all the. duttes-and trials thdr are before
you. Rathen, youare not fufficient of yourfelues, to think: any
thing as of yaurfelves : but your fufficiency is of GOD,* whe
worketh in you,to will and to do thefe things, that are fpiricually
good. —The apaltle does nos fay, Whe hath wrought io. you,but
whonow warkethin you,asihe called.according to his purpefe,

HERE we are plainly taupht, that a will to chufe, and the
ability to perfort that which is good, are of Gop. The fin-
ner, while in unbelief, is an. enemy in his mind by wicked
works ; and continvally vader the influence of a principle of
enmity againft Gop, He fees no excellency in CuRrisT, DO
beauty ta holinefs, The things that fuit his depraved tafte,
are infinitely oppofite to the divine Maje(ty : if he therefore
gratiftes himfelf, he mult offend the Deity. In this conditi-
on he alts freely, chufing fuch things as are adapted to his
corrupt mind. And io this manper would he continve ro

att to the end of life, however fhocking the eveat ; if Gop.
fhould

f 2 CW': iii' 5‘
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{hould not ftop him in his career,as hie did Sand, the perfecu-
tor ; or convert him asHe did the dying thief. For nothing
fhort of the exceeding greatnefs of that power, that brought
again from the dead, our LorD Jesus Carrst, is {ufficient
to alter this depraved heart. ® And even after the finner is
enabled to believe'in the Son of Gory, fuch is the law in his
members 3 {uch the power of indweliing corruption, that ths
will is frequently embarrafled, and fpiritual defires languid,
Every chriftinn knows by experignce, that he is too apt o
torger his firft love, and to drag on: heavily from one duty (o
another. The world'and the things thereof, tend to divide
his heart and affeQtions. At fuch a time he'is fenfible what

his diatyis, and he attends to it ; but he is confcious of a fad
alteration in the temper of his mind ; which he bewails in

language like that of David, My foul cleavethio the duft : quick-

en thiw me according to-thy word. + He finds that he cannot
quicken himfelf, nor remove this ftupidity under which he

groans : was it in hispower, it (iould foon be done. But he
fecls, that it is GO D who worketh in him, by bis Spirit and
grace to will—And from the fame fource is his ability Zo do,
whatever Gop calls him to. 7 have learned, {ays St. Paul, in
whatever flate Iam, therewith to be content. I know both how
20 be abafed, and I know how to abound : eyery where, and in alf
things I am inflruéled, both to be full and ts be hungry, both to
abound and to fuffer need. But left the Philippians thould think
he contradited the doétrine he had before taught them, he
adds, 7 can do all things through CHRIST who firengthnetts
me. T That is, by implication, I can do none of thefe things,
without help from Jesus.—He tells us in another place, 3
will is prefent with me, but how to perform that which is geod F
Sindnot, § From hence we {earn, that what St. Pau! here

writes 10 the Philippians, was a matcer of his own egpori
ence, as well as a {olemn truth. I

* Ephefi i 19, 20, + Pfa, cxix. 25. § Phil. iv. 11,
32, 13+ § Rom, vii, 18,
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IT may now be afked, If neither of the preceding articles;
15 the fenfe of the text, whatdoes he mean ! I anfwer,

4. THAT it appears to me, that his defign is to ftir up the
believers at Philippi, to a facred regard to thofe duties he had
been {peaking of in the context; and befides thefe, to all the
duties of the chriftian lite : Or, in other words, as they had
always obeyed, not as in his prefence only, but much more
foin his abfeace, he exhorts them to continue in their obedi-
ence, by {tudioufly obferving thofe things that accompany fal-
vation. ¢. d. As ye have always obeyed, {o continue to obey :
remembriog that it is GO D who worketh in you.—While you
are careful to attend to the externel plan of duty that is be-
fore you, bear in mind that your {ufficiency is of Gop ; and
let this be your encouragement, that He worketh in you ; and
that his Spirit is given to help your infirmities.

- TuE immediate reafon of this exhortation,and which con-
firms the above expofition of it, you have in the three verfes
that follow the text. Do all things without murmurings and dif-
putings : meaning all the things that he had mentioned in
the context, and that are included in the text ; {uch as, that
they fhould be like minded, having the fame love, being of ane ac-
cord, of one mind,  That nsthing fbould be done through firife,
or vain glory, but in lowlinefs of mind, each fboould effeem ather
better than themfelves. That they fbould not look every manon
his wwn things, but every man alfo on the things of others. That
they fbould cultivate amind like that; that wasin G HRIST FE-
SUS, i. e. of humility and condelcenfion, Having particu-
Jarly mentioned thefe daties, he {fums up the whole of chrif-
tian practice in this thort exhortation ; work out your ewn fal-
vatim—And then proceeds to give the reafon of it ; That ye
may be blamelefs and harmlefs, the fons of GO D without rebuke,
in themidft of a crosked gnd perverfe nation,among whom ye fhine
as lights in the world : holding forth the word'of life ; that Imay

rejoice
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veivice in the day of CHRIST, that I have not run un vain, nei-
sher laboured in vain, Here the apoflle tells vs in the moft
plain terms, why he fo warmly exhorred the believing Phi-
lihians. to obedience. Not that they might recommend them-
{elves to Gop, and obtain the ‘pardon of their fins; this be-
ing 2 thing impoffible by any human endeavours.: .bat that
they might be blamelefs and harmlefs, as became the fons of
Gop, without rebuke, in the midft of a crooked and perverfe
pation. They were among a pebple xyho were in oppofition,
to-the gofpel, and watched for their fall 5 the apoltie there-
fore exhorts them to behave in fuch a manper, that thefe theie
enemies might have nothing to lay to their charge, This he
urges by the confideration, that chyiftians fhould fhine as
lights in the world. As GobD had fhined in their hearts, o
give the light of the knowledge of his own glory, in the face
of Jesus CHRIST ; foit became them tobeas lights toothers,
in all holy converfation and godlinels.. Holding forth the word
of life=~Meanifig “that the bifhops or minifters of the gofpel,
who are mentiohed in the direftion of the epiftle, fhould
preach the dodtrines of CarrsT, which are the words of hfz,
in plainnefs and purity ; and that both they,and all the fainte
and faithful in CRIST JEsus of a private character, thould
hold forth, or” publickly exhibit the excellency of thefe docs
trines, by a holy and exemplary behaviour ; fhewing ou of 6
good converfution their works with meeknefs of wifdem. Such a
conduct would have given the apoftle occafion to rejoice irz
the day of CHRIST, and have made manifelt, that he had
not run in vain, netber labaured in vain,

IT being now apparent from what has been delivered, that
the text is an addrefs to believers, urging them to contiguc
in their obedience ; 1 pafs to confider |

| ZIIII'. :Tl}at ﬁxchdbédience'isindifpenﬁblyneceﬂ‘ary. This 1
afaithful faying, and thefe things Twill that thou affirm conflani-
AEOENEE S y
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Iy, that they which bave‘ believed in GOD mght be epreful to

maintain. good works.: thefe things are good and profitable unie
men.* Aad in vcrfc 14th of the fame.chaprer;the apoftle adds,

| szd !et ours a ﬁ Imm to maintain \good works for NECESSARY
USES, that they benot UNFRUITFUL.

‘LeT'it be premifed, that the plan of-a believer’s obedience
is very extenfive. He is bound to obey every moral precept,
to imitaté évery divioe example, and to fubmit to aliCur1sT’s
new commandments This is manife(} in the commiffi onCHRIST

5abe to his difciples, -—teacbmg them ta obferue ' ALL THINGS
WHATSOEVER T HAVE COMMANDED YoU. t - Thisis a part

of the gofpel mlmﬂry,and to be frequentlyinfifted on. Yea,aa
often as the gofpel is preached,it (hould be urged,that they wha
haveé believed in Gop, (hould carefully obferve all things whas
Soever CHR1ST hath commanded.  Which is neceffary,

1, 'To evidence their falth in Him. Yea, a- man may fap,

Thou haft faith, and I have works : fbew me thy faith awithous
2hy works, and 1will foew thee my FAITH BY MY WORKS,
Thou -believeft that there is one GOD ; thou doft well : the devils

alfy belive, and tremble. But wilt thou knew, O vain man, that
$AITH WITHOUT WORKS Is DEAD ? A vain man indeed
is he, who pretends to be a believer in CHRIST, but.at the
fame titne ‘has no regard to pra@ical godlinefs. The faith
ot-Gon’s elet is a priaciple of life and ation. And every
man, who is brought to believe the important doctrines of
chriftianity, will alo be influenced ‘to deny ungadlinefs and
worldly tuffs ; .and to live foberly, and righteanfly, and godly in
this prefent world.t  This, foys St. Paul; that very grace that
ﬁrmgetb j&lvatzan teacketh. 1t is by 'their fruit we:are toknow
them ;" for they héw their faith by their works.: living faith
being mvambly an mﬂuenual prmcnple It may therefore be

| concluded

% Fituy il 8+ Mat, xxviids, 200 1 Titws i 124
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¢oncluded with the greatelt propricty, that all who profefs
. ‘ - "

to have faith, apd have not works, deceive themieives ang

the truth is not.in them.: I all fuch infances) faith lacks
3ts. external evidence.

2. OBEDIENGE isan evidence of love to Gon. He that hath.
my commandments,and keepeth them.heit is that foveth me--- If aiy

mar love me,he will keep my words ¥ He that lovethCarisT,will
be: inquifitive to know, and anxious to do his will. Theeis
Do incentive fo powerfulaslove. Thatobedience that {prings.
from it, is both chearful and extenfives A fervant may bz
awed.by fear, or induced by the promife of'a reward to obey
his mafter : butthere i3 a great difference between fuchi obes.
dicoce, and that which {prings from love. In the former
calg; hie hasino true-fatisfa&ion in obeying 3 but wilhes his
tolk was ended:: in the latter, thete is real pleafure. The fer-
vant laves his mafler; and therefore he loves to pleafe him.
His obedience is no tafk or drudgery, for his heart is in it
and-while'be pleafes his: malter, he gratifies himfelf, It is
thus with believdrs. » the'love they have to the LorD Jesus
CHRIST, mnkes theny willing t6 do and fuffer his will, ~ And

~ wngre:this evidence: is wanting, love fhould be fafpeéted,

. 3:-Omewm1eNCE is necefliry-on account of the ten of the
world :..of ‘this’ the: apoftle fpeaks in the context.” And ex-
hortations;ofithe fame import, are numerous in the word of
Gob:+ fuch is. the:fnﬂbiﬁng, Let your light o fbine beforemen,
that they may foeiyour goad works; and glorify your Father, who,
ig:in heaven. 4 . - Thefe words were immediately fpoken to the -
dilciples;iofisehqm all-manner-of evil wias falfely faid, CurisT
ox oy ts. them to. frice themfilves from thefc unjult refleGtions,
by-aholy; and unblamesble condu. And fo to make it evis
dent, that the-doftrines: they: preachied; were in no fénfe un.

friendly

®-Fobu. xiv, 2y 230+ Mot v. 16,
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friendly to morality. For while’ they preached the gofpel,
and were caieful to maiatain good works; they left no room
far any to infinuate, that they made void the law. On the
contrary, their good example might have a tendency, to lead
their very enemies to think favourably of the {entiments

they taught ; féeing, that under thetr lnﬂuence their practice
was unblameable,

.- ON the fame account; modern chriftians-fhould be careful
to regulate their condudt, by the moft excellent maxims of
Jesus Curist.  Thus will they adorn the dofirine of GO D
their Saviour ;- and they who are of the contrary part will be
a/bamed, ba'umg ne evil thing to fay of them. * '

4. CHRIST taught his difciples the neceffity of obedience,
‘that Gop might be glorified ; Herein is my Father ghrified;
that ye bear much fruit, fo fhall ye be my difciples. +  The glo-
ry of Gop fhould be a leading point with the chriftian. - He
fhould keep it inview as the ultimate end of all his ations;
and readily do,or fuffer any thing, by whichGop may be glo-
rified. And feeing this end is anfwered, by having his froie

unto- ho]mefs, how fhould the confideration of it excite him,
to give all diligence, to add to bis fuith, virtue ; and to virtue,

hnowledge ; and tq knowledge, temperance ; “and to temperavice,
 patience ; and #0 patience, godlinefs ; and to godiinéfs, bratherly
hindnefs ; : and t&brarber{y kindnefs, charity ? 1 And at the fame
time that Gop is glorified, by his bearing much fruit, he ap-

pears to be a difciple indeed ; /6 fhall ye be my difciples. - Thac
is,fo (hall it be made manifeft. For their fruitfulnefs does not
«« conftitutethem difciples ; but makes: it appear that they
¢ are fo. Jult as good fruit does not make the tree good 4 the
“ yree is firft good;.and therefore it brings forth good fruit ;

*but fhews it to be good.” So men are known to'be the

real

® Titus i, 7, 8 1 Jobn xv. 8, 12 Pa, i 5, 6, 7
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zeal followers of Jesus CHR1sT, by aboundmg in the {ruits
of rlghtcouﬁ;efs |

- 8. THoUGH the plan of. redempr!on was {o h:d that the
finner thould be juftified through the blood of Jesus, with-
out the deeds of the law ; the LorD had refpect unto obe-

dience, and efFe&mHy fccured it. To this men are chofen,
redeemed, and called. S

(1.) THEY were chofen to holinefs bere,as much as to hap-
pinels hercafter. Thatvery purpofe of the eternal mind, that
appointed them. to:obtain falvation, didtalfo determine that
they fhould be ar obedient people.” According as He hath chos
few us in Him, before the foundation of the worid, THAT WE
SHOULD BE HOLY, AND WITHOUT BLAME, beﬁ;re Hum 1n
lpve. * With which. agree the following words, £kt according
10 the fare knowledge of GO D the Father, THROUGH SANCTIFI-
CATION OF, THE SHIRIT UNTO 0BEBIENCE.T Id thefe pal-

fages, it is evident beyond a reafonable contradition, that the
heirs of promile are chofen to holinefs here ; or toa life of obes

dience to their divine Maﬂer. It is therefore neceflary.

" CoroL, How ﬁvldemly do they mifreprefcnt the doétrine of
clc&mn,who fay, If we are elefted we may live as we pleafe;”
feemg the elect are appointed 10 be a hely pegple ?

(2.). It was ooe great defign of CHRIST in redemption,that
the redeemed by his bload thould be holy. Who gave Himfelf
for us, that He mrg/Jt radaem us frem all iniquity, and PURIFY
To HIMSELF 4 PECULIAR PEOPLE, ZEALOUS OF GOOD
WORKS, i A

(3 ) For the fame purpofe, they are effetually called by‘
the Splnt of Gon. For we are bis waorkmanfbip, created in
CHRIST

& Eph. 1. 4. f 1 Pet. i, 2, 1. T7t A1y 14,
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friendly to morality. For while they preached the gofpel,
and were careful to maiatain good works; they left no room
for any to infinnate, .that they made void the law, On the
contrary, their good example might have a tendency, to lead
their very enemies to think favourably of the fentiments

they taught ; fecing, that under thetr mﬂuence their practice
was unblameable.

- ON the fame account; modern chriftians-thould be careful
to rcgulatc their condud, by the moft excellent maxims of
Jesus Curist, _ Thus will they adorn the dvcirine of GOD
toeir Saviour ;- and they. who are of the contrary part wil be
afbamed, /Ja'umg no evil thing to fay of them, * *

4. CHRIST taught his difciples the: neceffity of obedlence,
‘that Gop might be glorified ; Hercin is my Father ghrified;
that ye bear much fruit, fo Jball ye be my difeiples. + The glo-
ry of Gop fhould be a leading point with the chriftian. He
fhould keep it inview as the ultimate end of all his aGions ;
and readily do,or fuffer any thmg, by whichGep may beglo-
rified. And fecing this end is anfwered, by having his frait
unto hohnefs, how fhould the confideration of it excite him,

to give all diligence, to add to bis faith, virtue ; and to virtue,
knowledge. ; and to knowledge, temperance ;" and to temperasice,
Patience ; and ta patience, godlinefs ; and to godlinefs, brotherly
hindnefs ; : and to brarber{y kindnefs, charity ? And at the fame
time that Gop is glorified, by his bearing much fruit, he-ap-

pe'irs to be a difciple indeed ; /o fhall ye be my difciples. - Thac
is,fo thall it be. made manifeft. For their fruitfulnefs does not
« conflitute: them dlfc;lples but makes:it appear that they

5 arefo. Jult as good-fruit does not make the tree good § the.
“ tree is firft goad ‘and therefore it brings forth good fruit ;
*but fhews it to be good.” So men are known to'be the

real

® Titus 1iv 7, 8, + Fobn xv. 8. 12 Per. 1.5, 6, 7,
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real followers of Jesus Cyrist, by aboundmg in the fruits
of righteoufnels.

r

8. THQUGH-thB plan of.redémption was fo laid, that the
finner (hould be juftified through the blood of Jesus, with-
out the deeds of the law ; the Lorp had refpect unto obe.

dience, and effeCtually fecured it.  To this men are chyfin,
redeemed, and called. T

(1.) THEY were cholen to holinefs Zere,as much as to hap-
pinels sereafter. Thatvery purpofe of the eternal mind, that
appointed them toobtain falvation, didtalfo determine that
they thould be an obedient people. - According as He hath cho-
Jew us i Him, before the foundation of the world, THAT WE
SHOULD BE HOLY, AND WITHOUT BLAME, before Him in
lpve. * With which. agree the following words, £k according
10 the fore knowledge-of G O D the Fatker, THROU GH SANCTIEI-
CATION OF, THE-SFIRIT UN'TO OBEBIENCE. + Id thele paf-
{ages,it is evident beyond a reafonable contradiétion, that the
keirs of promife are'chofen to holinefs here ; or toa life of obe-
dience to their divine Maﬂer. It is therefore eceflary,

CORQL, How ﬁ&*ldemly do they mlfreprefent the do&rine of
cleé'hon who fay, “If we are ele@ted we may live as we pleafc;”
feemg the elect are appointed to be a' Aaly peaple ?

(2.) Tt was ooe great defign of CHRIST in redemption,that
the redeemed by his blood (hould be holy. Who gave Himfelf

for us, that He :mgbf radeem us frem all iniquity, and PURIFY,

TO HIMSELF A PECULIAR PEOPLE, ZEALOUS OF GOOD
WORKS. i a

(3 ) For the fame purpofe, they are effeltually called b;rk
the Spmt of Gop, For we are his workmanfbip, created in

CHRIST
¢ Eph i gt Pen iz, 1T il 14,
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CHRIST FESUS unto GOO.D.WORKS, which GCGD hath
before ordained that we fbould walk in them.* And it is:the char
ralter of thofe, who are openly in CHRisT by converfion,
thae theyi are - new creafum‘ 1 old: meg.f ﬁaﬁ away, and b&&ak]

o/ fbmg.f ﬁfcama newa -

! I '

TH Us we fee that (%on the Father appmmed his. people;to
holinefs ; JEsus CHRIST redeemed them. that.they might: be
holy ; and they are called unto holinefs by the divine Spmt z
they area ﬁemfmr ﬁeaﬂe, ZH:LOUS OF Goeﬂ WORKS,

6 LM.' it, be fmher Qbfem:d* 'mamha L&Rb hath wqf'en
Iy connected; the chriftian’s growth . ini-giace; andihis confo
lation, with his.obedi¢nce;  Ifhe:deflres-to enjoy, as.doubes.
lefs he does, the conﬁ)lat:lﬂn: that there is:i1a. CHRsW ] then
hmmuﬁ walk int all the commhndments: and: ordinsaces of
thg Lopm.. :/Fhis sis the divinelp appointed meshod of nears:
tiefs to-Gosl; and i which only, the beligver: Cani expelt to
have: fellowdhig. with- tHei Fathen, : abdowish - his' Sod ‘Jesus:
CHrisT, Hence:fuglt facred promifes as the follawing. 5 But:
they that waik: z;éamtba LOKRD ﬂxzﬂ ronow Hheir frength » they

Jball mount up with wings as eagles,&c.§ Seck and yefball find,—
And Cuiist faid wirto his’ dﬂ‘t:rp?eq ikt wheére 110 or tbree

aregathpred t%n‘bw i mymma theream I in the midft of them.§;
Here He prontifes, asin many other paﬁuges it He would®
be with,and blefs thofe who.wait upon Him ; or feek Him in
the ways which He hath appomted Aad wh ich, the faithful.
0. CHR1ST JESUs have often experienced., . Far rpe.LORD.
meéteth i that rejoiceth and warketh righteoufs 16fs 3 tbg/& z‘batf:'
restember Him in bis way.r ¥ Nenher hathHe ever faidzothe ﬁa’ed
of Jacob, Seck yeme in vain. 1t istherefore neceffary that the
chriftian be diligent in. his..courfe: of obedience, if he wmﬂd

enjoy the comforts. of; the galpel. S
THE

* pr. it 100+ 2 Cor, v, 17, II/Z:. XLs 31, § Mat,
xville 20, ** [ho nXive g& ¢ - . |
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7, Tre glory to be revealed,is promifed only to fuch who
fhall perfevere to the end. He that fhall endure 10 the end fball
e faved. * This is-the gtand encouragement to believers un-
der manifold temptations,” Their trials thall bave an end ;
and then {uch as (hall have finally perfevered, fhall receive g
crown of life, Not that we are to fuppofe, that our perfever-
ing in duty, givesa right to eternal life, no ; this is
founded on the Redeemer’s obedience and {ufferings. But
it ‘¢haradterizes thofe, ‘who are the heirs of this inheritance,
“There are many, wha once made a very fhowy profeffion,
dnd did run well for a time § but haviog no root in them-
{elves, endured for a while : for when tribulation or perfecu-
‘tion arofe becaufe of the word, they were offended. Thus
their propér charadter was difcovered.  Of {uch it may be
fuid, They went vut from us, but they were not of us.; for if they
Bud been of us; they would no doubt have ceontinued with us : bup

"Vhey went out, that they might be made manifeft, that they were
not all of us. +

On the contrarg, fuch-as perfevere to the end, anfwer-the
charalter given to thofe, who fhall forever inherit the pro-
mifes, And the word is plain,that none but fuch tall be faved.
It -therefore becomes all men, profeffing godlinefs, to.be difi-
gent, that they may be foundof C H R IS T in' peace, without [pot,
and blamelefs. T For in the P refent circomfltdnces, there are
many things that uaite to excite the chriftian’s- féar. He has
a-law in his members,a tempting devil, and an alluring world

tiree very. potent. :adverfmec It ,becomes-hith continually.
to watch andpr': y, left he thould fall from his ow fedfaltnefs,

'8, Tn fine, the love of- CHRIST Iays the bel;ever under a
moft agreeable neceflity, to continue in his obedience. No ob-
ligation more binding thaa thiss = The believer reflets on

| - that

. §
1 B L

¢ Mat. xxiv. 130+ 1 Jobu 11, 19, 1 2 Par, iil 144
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that fupereminent expreflion of the love ofGop, in giving his
own Son to die for finners : he thinks with wonder, apd af-
fedtion, of the Saviour’s grace and compaffion; that Be (hould
fo readily become a facrifice for-fins.: and. with an apoftle he
*‘ei{cilaii_l']lé,': Herein z:.(',fqva.; not: that, we lovediim, but that He liy-
edus! GOD commendeth his love towards us, in that while we
were yet finners, CHR IS T died for us ! He faves from hell 3
from everlalting milery, to the eternal fruition of Himfelf in
glory ! In.this Redeemer, fays the chriftian, I. fee 3 ground
of hope for me ;. and ruft that I haye been -enabled to. fiy: to
Him,as the onlyRefuge, Tq him Idedicate my.all. 1haveno-
thing but I'would freciy_give Him. -Oh that he would make
my duty plaio, and help me to difcharge it ! I would gladly
make h;iﬁe? and dgfaytn'pt _ionkeeg his commandments ; fees
ing this is the only way I have to exprefs: my love to. Him,
Thus' the love of CuRigT conftraipeth him, I pafs to
fome fuitable ~  © o *

y [
1"’1. ]

IMPROVEMENT,

. IT appears repugnant to the'fenfe of this text, to infift
tpon it as an exhortation to utibelievers. The fame may be
faid of:a long catalozue of fagred paflages; which have been fre-
quently crowded intg addrelles (o the urregenerate, in ordet
to excite them.to do their part,with a promife that CHRIsT wilk
make up the deficiency. A 'miflake tHat might have becnt
prevented, by a proper attedtion to fuch texts, with their
conneétion. . T whom wiere they fpokert 2 and with what de-
fign 2:are queftions neceffaryito bé*@hfx@?qﬂe:ﬂ,'if we:would uifr-
derflind: thermeaning of the fafpired wiiters: But detached
paflages of fcripture, without refpe to their conpection and
defign, are inttodticed to prove; what every man pleafeth.—
Should you attend to‘:;h*ei'hbbfé”ﬁlﬁ?';iiﬁ, if) reading the bible,
Iam perfuaded yon wotld think différently, of rdny paffages
it St Paul's words to the Ephefians, Wherefere He faith,

- C e o Awake

-

F‘ L IS - L I
- o . d 1'
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Awake thow that fleepefty and arife fren: the dead, and CHRISE
[hall give thee light 3 * are repeatedly urged as an exhortation
to unbelievers. But it is plain, that the apoflie there writes
10 believers : to {uch the epiftle is direfted ; and to fuch only,
are its contents in general applicable. And in the exhorta-
tion itfelf, he carefully diftinguithes between believers and
unbelievers, The perfons addrelled, are fuch as fegp.  Real
chriftians are too apt to feep as do others. It is faid of the
wife, as well as of the foolifh virgins,  they (lumbied and
flept.” Thefe he calls upon to awake and arife from the dead ;
the dead as diftinpuithed from thofe who fleep. By this phrafe
the condition of unbelievers is exprelled ; they are dead in

trefpafles and fins.—In many other inftances,it would be ealy
to thew from their connetion, that they are mifapplied ; but

this.fubject is too copious for the improvement of a difcourfe.

It may now be afked, Whether unbelievers are not to be
addreffed ? Doubtlels they are. The golpel is to be preach.
ed fo cvery creature ; t for faith comes by hearing. What
is it to preach the gofpel ¢ is the grand inquiry, Doesitcon-
{it in affuring finners, * ThatCuRrisT has finithed his part of
“ redemption, and that now what remains on their part, is
“ to comply with the terms and conditions of the new cove-
“ nant 2 Here the {inner will be naturally led to inquire, it
he has any concern about the matter ; What are thefe con-
ditians ? Perhaps it will be faid, Faith and repentance. He
may ftill afk, In"what fenfe are thefe, conditions ? An Arminiai
will tell him,that they are loin a proper fenfe. That his compli-

ance with thefe, will give him a right to fpiritual bleflings,
For the conditions of a covenant, are thofe parts of it, thatare

to be performed by the party,or parties covenanting, in order
that he, or they may have a right to the thing covenanted for.
Does not this reprefentation of the goipel, manifeftly deltroy
L the

E Epi vo 140 T Mark xvis 15, i |
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-the grace of it ? Forifits bleflings are only conferred on fuch,
as-have a right to them,by virtue of their own compliance with
certain conditions, where is grace ? If you employ a labour-
er, he agrees on his part to work fo many hours in the day ;
and you on your part agree to give him fuch a fum of mo-

ney. Is it an altof grace, or is it not rather an act of juftice
in you, to fulfil the condition on your part, when he has fuls
filled his 2 So, if the bleffings of the gofpel, are beftowed con-
ditionally, it-follows, that he who has performed the conditions,
may demand them, How will this correfpond with' being fav-
ed and called, not according to our works ; but according to bis
own PURPOSE AND GRACE !-—It maybe faid, That it is gracein
Gob to conferfuch immenfely rich bleflings, onfuch eafy terms
as faithand repentance. Butaccording to thele fentiments, the
way to heaven by the gofpel, is as hard to fallen man, as by
the law ; becaufe the zerms (as they are called) are equally
impoffible to him ; by means of his usiverfal depravity,
Hence faid our LoRD to the Fews, No man can come to me,
except the Father_which hath fent me, draw him, * And the
apoltles teach us that faith is the ¢1rr of Gop: + and
that CHRIST is exalted fo GIVE REPENTANCE. I By thele ex-

~ preflions, they lead us to underftand that faith and repent-
ance, are as much bleflings of the new covenant, as remiffion

of fins ; and as freely given,  Surely the blefings of the
covenant, are diltin&t from the conditions of it.

THAT faith and repentance are indifpenfibly neceffary ;
or that the finner, agreeable to the ceconomy of redemption,
cannot be faved without them,is not to be contradited. This
is the divine conftitution. Faith and repeatance are ‘con-
neted with eternal life ; and make up a great part of the
gofpel-miniftry.  But their being necefary, by no means fuiP-

| poles

* Sobu Vi, 44 + Eph. i, 8uePhilipe §s 290 1 485 V0 31
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poles that they are conditions, in the fenie above explained,
For effeCtual calling, pardon of fin, juftification, and fanctifi-
cation, are all neceflary 5 thercfore; upon the fame principle,
they are all condstions, |

But however confiftent, the men of thele fentiments are
with themfelves ; fuch as profefs to befriend the pure doc-
trines of grace, appear to be guilty of 2 glaring contradiction,
in the ufe of this mode of expreffion, Which has often been
the fubject of fevere animadverfion, in order to fhew, that

their {yftem of doltrines can never be reconciled. At one
time, fay fome, we are told that all men are naturally at en-
mity with Gop, and dead in fin ; that they, as {uch, are
morally incapable of doing any thing toward their own re-
covery to the divine favour ; that faith is of the operation of
Gop ; that CuRrIsT has finithed falvation ; that it is altoge-
ther of grace ; and that the application of its bleflings is
made to the foul, by the Spirit of Gop.—At another time the
fame perfons tell us, That faith and repentance are the con-
citions of the new covenant ; and thatin order to have a
right to the bleflings, we muft comply with thefe. Hereis a
contralt, Man dead in fin can db nothing toward his own :
recovery ;—yet man dead in fin muft comply with terms and
conditions, in order to his being accepted.—Faith is the gilt
of Gop ; at another time, it i3 fomething within the power
of man. At one time it is faid, CHRIST hath brought in an
everlafting righteoufnefs, which by a gracious a& of Gob, is
imputed to the {inner for juftification ; at another time, he
muft do fomething toentitle him to the blefings, &c. Thus

do fome men catch at every inconfiftency, with a defign ta
overthrow the doltrines them{clves,

IT may be faid, That thele phrafes are fome times ufed ir
a good fenfe ; viz. That faith and repentance are thofe things,

without which, accerding to the gofpel conftitution, a finner
| ¢annot
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be faved, Thisis & truth; that muft be alfowed 5 but are
not the phrafes very exceptionable ! Do they not want an imme-

diate explanation,in order to remove, or prevent that falfe no-

tion of the gofpel,which they are calculated to encourage ? May
not the neceflity of faith and repentance,be infifted on with as
much zeal, aod much greater propriety, by the ufe of other

cxpreflions ! The preacher fought to find out acceptable words,
and that which was written was upright, even words of truth. *

THE inquiry again returns, How are unbelievers to be ad.
dreffed. ? I anfwer for myfelf; That as their converfion, is

the great point in view,every method fhould be purfued, that
feems calculated to accomplith it. Now the finner is aliena-
ted from Gop ; in a {tate of total depravity ; and as a tranf-
greffor of the law, he is every moment-expofed to its curfe,
He who wifhes to be inftrumental of the converfion of fuch
" an apoftate, mult firlt try to convince him of his proper cha-
rater. The method adopted by the apoftles, was,to fet before
finners the law ofGap,in its extent and fpirituality, for their
conviCtion : for by the law is the k'nmlea’ge of fin. + By the
o Jaw they become fenfible, that they are in a ftate of condem-
-,

nation ; that their own obedience, when compared with
that mle of righteoufnefs, is effentially deficient : and under
fuch conviftion, are made to cry out like St. Peter's hearers,
Men and brethren, what fball we do ? Thus the letter killeth,

1. ¢. the law. It configns the finner over to eternal de-
{truction.

O the other hand, the gofpel thould be preached to man-
kind univerfally. CamrisT fhould be exhibited in the dig-
mty of his perfon and charaéters ; in the greataefs of his love ;
1n the infinite virtue of his atonement, as matters of faith.—

The following is an epitome of the gofpel, given by Jesus
CHRIsT

* Eclef 311, 10. + Rom. i1, 20,



Conbinsie. frﬂ fr?ﬁ’ff O&fdiufféw 55
CrrisT Himflf 3 For GO D fo bved the world, that He gave
fis anly begotten Son, that whifoever believeth in Him, fhould not
Serifb, but have everlafting hfe. 1o the fame manner his apo-
ftles preached, They tell us, that where fin abounded, grace
did much more abound—That there is redemption through his
blaod, the forgivenefs of fins according to the riches of his grace ;-

That Gob can be juff, and the Fufhi ifier of him that ﬁc’fzwc’t/} 11z
FESUS. Thusin a variety of inftances, they propofe the

grand encouragement ; and {et CarisT forth,as the precious

objet of faith and love,

BuT after the cleareft exhibitions of the divine law s the
molt folemn declarations of the glorious gofpel ; the moft
evangelical difcourfes concerning the nature, and neceflity of
faith and repentance ; and the moft proper, and pathetic ad-
dreffes to the confciences of meo, which by all means fhould
be made ufe of 5 there will be no fuccefs atrending them, un-
lefs the Spirit of the Lorp, takes of the things of Jesus,
and powerfully applies them to the finner’s mind, Paul
planted, and Apollos watered : but GO D gave the increafe.—
Butas foon as the truthis broughc home to the finner’s con-
{cience, he becomes angious to flee from the wrath to come.
His dangerous condition alarms him j for he now finds that
ke is condemned by the law of Gop, and thut vp under an
awful load of guilt,  And while this conviftion of his
wretched circumitances, excites him to fearch the ferip-
tures, toattend the preaching of the gofpel,and to cry, LOR D
be merciful to me a finner ; he can find Do encouragement,
unlels he is under a great miftake, from any thing but the

GOSPEL ; which reveals a fountain spen for fin, and for unclean-
nefs ; a perfedt and an everlalling righteoufnefs, which is

brought in by Jesus CurisT ; whois the end of the law
for righteonfuels to every one that believeth. And upon

lis being enabled to-believe in this divineRedeemer, he fees

m
L
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a ground ofhope for him-; and rejoices inCruRr1sT without con-
fidence in the fleth.—Under fuch a convition of the truth,
and thus inquifitive-about the way to Zion, glad fhould I
be to fee this, and every congrﬂﬂanon in New-England, For
if 2 man is not convinced, that he s condemned by..the law,
he will not rejoice, that falvation is brought to light by the
gofpel. 1f he is not fenfible of his want of righteou(nefs, he
will not efteem it good, news, that Gop juffifies the ungedly.
May the Spirit of Gop convince . the world, of fin; of righte-
oufncfs, dnd of judgment !

2. I thall conclude this difcourfe by obferving, that there
are two claffes of men, whofe gencral conduét is incompatible
With their profefled fentiments.

~ (1.) THe firlt of thefe, are fuch as plead warmly for the
dlgm:y of ihan in- his prefent flate ; his noble powers, and
capacities ; and the mﬂuence of hla obedience in recom-
mending him to the Delty but at. the fame time are guilty
of the moft fordid vices. They {wear on cvery uiflieg oc-
cafion, by the awful name of Gop; indulge themfelves in
dxunhenneﬁs, .uncleantiefs, éc.  Thus while they try to
perfuade us, of the dignity of man ; their own conduét,
‘which is much more perfuafive, léads us to.conclude, or con-
firms us in the conclufion, that he is an enemy to Gob in
his mind by wicked works. No perfon can degrade them,
fo much as they degrade themfelves.

(2) THE fecond fort ate they, who are very found ia the
faith, and very carelefs in their lives and converfations. You
will fcarce be able to difcover a fingle error in their creed ;
but you may eafily find thoufands+in their practice. Of this
clafs, there are many profeffors of chriftianity ; who are ene-
ies to the crofs of CHRIsT.  They profefs that they know

. GOD ;
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GOD ; bui inworks deny Him, being cbaiiinable, and difehediens,
and unia every good work webrobate.  Mark thele mean, ye
who are the real difciples of an afcended Redeemer, and have
no fellowlip with them, that they may be afhamed. And be
ever careful to continue in your obedience : thus will you
fhew vour faith by your works,

NOW the GOD of peace, that brought again from the dead,
our LORD FESUS CHRIST, the great Shepherd of z“/ze

Sheep, through the blood of the everlafling covenant, make you per-
fect i every good work 1o do bis will, wirking in you that which
is well pleafing in his fight, through FESUS CHRIST ; te

wham be glory for ever.

A M E N
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