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« the worid, I cannot flatter myfelf with the profpect of
« half a dozen hours.—/#hat a pity that the Hely Writings
« are not made the criterion of true Judgmen:! or that any
«« perfon fhould pafs for a gentleman in this world, but he
‘“ that appears folicitous about his happinels in the next !”

Nothing is {o well calculated to convince us of the vaft
importance of living wholly under the power of the Gof-
7¢, as feeing great and valuable men dying 1n fuch a low,
fneaking, and unworthy manner, as many of the firft
chara&crs of our world have been known to do. The
cafes of Grortius and SaLmasivs, of Jowuison and
Harrer, are mortifying inftances. Great talents, great
lcarning, great celebrity, are all utterly infufficient to Con-
flitute a man happy, and give him peace and confidence in
adying hour. We know the promifes of Gop are all
yea and amey in CHRIsT JEsus: but if the promifes are
fure, and f’croncrly animating, to the proper objeéts ot them,
the threatenings of Gob arc not lefs infallible, and at the’
fame time are cxtremely alarming to the proper objects of
toem. Nothing within the compafs of nature can enable
a man, with the eyes of his mind properly enlightenced,
to face death without fear and difmay, but a &rong con-’
fcrous {enfe, founded on fmpturﬁl evidence, that our fins
are pardoned, that Gob 1s reconciled, and that the j‘udge
of the world is become our friend. |

IV. Exampres of perfons living and dying either with
confidence, or in the full affurance of faith.

Pracious in the fight of the LorD is the death of bis faints. Ps. 116, 13,
Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my laf} end be like bis. Num.,
23. 10, |

29. Joseru Abpisoy, Efq. wasa very able and ele-
aant advocate for the Bible, in hife and death. Juft before
his departure, having fent for a young nobleman nearly
related to him, who rcqucf’tcd to know his dying com-
mands—his anfwer was—¢ See in what peace a Chrifian
“ can die !”

30. Dr, Joun Leraxp, after fpending a long and ex-

B 4 empiary
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s Tpiary life 1n tae fervice of the Gofpel, clofed 1t with the
iiii"}‘ﬁ-i“:" werds:—< I give my dving tefimony to the

Cwatn or Corglianiy, “The promlfcs of the gofpel are
“ my {upport and confolaion. They, alone, yield me
5 La:a:non 1n a dving hour, I am not afraid to die,
* The Gefrel of Crzist has raifed me above the fear of
“ ceath; for I irow that my REDEEMER Jiveth.”

31. Morfieur PascaL was a great man in every way,
:ad one of the moft humble and devout believers in Jesus
taat ever lived. The celebrated Bayirk faith of his life,

taat ““ an hundred volumes of {ermons are not worth {o
“ much as this fingle lfe, and are far lefs capable of dif-
“ arming men of impiety. The extraordinary humility
and devotion of Monfieur PascaL gives 2 more fenfi-
ble mortification to the Libertines of the age, than if
““ one was to let loofe upon them a dozen of Miffonaries,
““ They can now no longer attack us with their favourite
and darling objection, that there are none but little and

narrow {pirits, who profefs themficlves the votaries of
““ piety and religion « for we can now tell them, and boldly
“ teil them, that both the maxims and practice thereof

* have been puthed on to the ftrongeft degree, and car-
“ ned to the greateft height, by one of the profoundeft
“ Gegmetricians, bv one of the moft subtil Metaphyficians,
““ and by one of the moft {chd and penetrating Genii, that
“* ever vet exiited on this earth.”

32. OLympria Furvia Morata was one of the
eariieft and brightelt ornaments of the Reformation.  She
could declaim 10 Lutzn, converfe in Greek, and was a cri-
tic 1n the moft dificult claffics. But after 1t pleafed Gop
by his grace to open the eyes of her mind to difcover the
rruth, fhe became enamoured of the Sacred Scriptures
zbove all other bocks in the world, and ftudied them by
c¢ay and by night. And when diffolution approached, fhe
declared fhe felt nothing but ¢ an inexpreflible tranquili-
““ ty and peace with Gop. through Jesus Carist.”—Her
mouth was full of the praifes of Gop, and fhe emphati-
catly exprefled herfelf by faying— I am nothing but

J“" -

33. WiLeiayn, ZLerd Ruscer, delivered himfelf, juft

betore
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before his execution, in the ftrongeft terms of faith and
confidence. Befides many other thmcrs he faid :— Nei-
( th:r my imprifonment nor fear of death have been able
« to difcompofe me in any degree. On the contrary I
& havc found the affurances of the love and mercy of
“ Gop, 1n and through my blefled ReEpeeMER ; 1n whom
« I only truft. And I do not queftion but I am going
« to partake of that fulnefs of joy, which is 1n his pre-
«“ {ence ; the hopes of which do {o won 1crfully delight
“ me, that I think this 1s the happiclt time of my llﬁf,
« thouo'h others may look upon 1t as the fa dueﬁ N

4. CrarLEs the Fifib, Emperor of Germany, King of
Spam, and Lord of the Netherlands, after havmg alarmed
and agitated all Europe for near fifty years, retired from
the world, and enjoyed more complete contentment 1n
this fituation than all his grandeur had ever yielded him.
“ I have tafted,” faid he, < more fatisfaltion in my fo-
“ litude, 1n one day, than in all the triumphs of my for-
““ mer reign; and I find, that the fincere ftudy, profefiion,
““ and praé‘uce of the Chriftian religion, th in it {fuch
““ joys and fweetne(s as courts are {hanncrs to.’

35. Mr. SELDEN, the famous Lawyer, whom Grorrus
calls < the glory of the Englih nation,” was, as Sir
MarTaew Have declared, « a refolved {erious Chrifian,
““ and a great adverfary to Hozpres’s errors.” He was
generally confidered as one of the moft eminent philofo-
paers, and moft learned men of his time. He had taken
a diligent {urvey of all kinds of learning, and had read as
much perhaps as any man ever did; and yet, towards the
latter end of his days, he declared to archbifbop Usner ;
that notwithftanding he had been fo laborious 1a his en-
quiries, and curious in his colle&ions, and had poeficited
himfelf of 4 treafure of books and manufcripts upon il
ancient fubjects; yet < he could reft his foul on nore,
“ fave the Scriptures.’—This 1s a perfet culdgiuma on
ihe Sacred Yolume.

36. OxeNsTIERN was Chawce!lor of Sweden, and one ¢f
the moft able and learned men ot his time, awd vet he
was not too great and too wife to be sbove being taught

by the Sacred Writings. .« After all my troudles nd toil-
| 11CS,
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Jouniry oos afforded me more contentment,
Soever I <t with 1 all my public employments.
I :‘-;"e Lsely 'irpum mvielt to the ftudy of the Zidle,
v Rerein au widon, and the greateft denghts aic 10 be
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“ furd, T therciore counfel you (the Ew!ub aih Ha-
e m—j to ma he tw P‘J,ﬂ. a tu. Pr 1&1(‘6 Of tl)(:‘ H N Of
o t;~_ﬂ *C"‘" CI“t’l contentment a...d dc‘]]ﬂht, aS ] Utfd 1T:

Dr‘ to every {oul that favours the tmtha of Gop,
v 1"*“1‘1"::] excel ail worldly things.’

2. !r*' - CLAUDE was a very “confidérable man
’ ,; the ;r**{/?mr.s who were driven out of Frauce by

IET"I‘- the Fourteensh. When he was taken 11l he fent
or tne fenicr paftor of the church, to w:om in the pre-
wace of all his famuly he exprefled himfelf thus:—¢ Sir,
L

e

I was cefirous to fee you, and to mzke my dying de-
clarzrion before you. 1 am a muferable finner before

* Gep. I moft heartily befeech him to thew me mercy
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for rhe fake of our Lorp Jesus Curist. 1 hope he

will hear my prayer. He has promifed to hear the
cries of repenting finners. I adore him for blefling
my menfiiry. It has net been fruitlefs in his church;
it 1;, an cﬂcc_t of Gep’s grace, and 1 adore Lis providence

* for it.”

After paufing 2 while, he added. ¢ 1 have carefully
examned all relioions. None appear to me worthy
of the wifdom of Ger, and capable of leading man to
h?pnmci but the Chbristzan rehigion. 1 have diligently
Tuciec Prrerv ond the Reﬁﬁrmuhon The protefiant
FCHCIC T, ..hm ) is the only good religion. It 1s all
fovnd in the 5oy Ses f;‘.zref, thc Werd of Gop. Erom
this, os frem a fountain, all religions muft be drawn.
Scriirz is the root, the [‘me.stant religion 1s the trunk
and branches of the tree. It ‘bc‘comcs you all to keep
fteady to it.” |

About a week before he died, with true patriarchal

C am::*a, he fat up in his bed, and afked to fpeix with his

1,

T 4

1ard family. ‘¢ Son,” faid he, tenderly embracing hlm,
“ Lam leaving vou. The time of my departure 1s at

it
hand.” Sucr{.r, and {obs, and floods of tears followed,
cach
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each clafped in the others arms. The family all came,
and asked his bleffing, ¢« Moft willingly,” replied he,
« will I give it you. 7 Mrs. CLavuDE, kneeled down by
the bed-fide. <« My wife,” faid he, ¢ I have always
« tenderly loved you. Be not aficted at my death. The
«« death of the faints is precious in the ficht of Gob. In
« you I have feen a fincere picty. 1 blefs Gob for it
“ Be conftant in ferving him with your whole heart.
« He will blefs you. I recommend my fon and his fami-
“ ly to you, and I befeec the Lorp to blefs you.” To
his fon, who, with an old fervant, was knecling by his
mother, he faid, among other things, ¢ Son, you have
« chofen the gnod part. Perform your office as a good
“ paftur, and Gop will blefs you.  Love and rcfpc& your
« mother. Be mindful of this domeftic.” Take care fhe
“ want nothing s long as (he lives, 1 gwc you all my
“ blefling,
He afterwards faid, at feveral times: “ I am f{o op-
prefied, that I can attend only to two of the great truths
of religion, the mercy of Gop, and the gracious aids
““ of his Hory SeirirT.

«« I know whom I have believed, and I am perfuaded
“ he 1s able to keep that, which I have committed unto
¢ him, againft that day.—

«« My whole recourfe is to the mercy of Gon I ex-
« petta better life than this.—

““ Our Lorp Jesus CHRIsT is my only righteoufnefs.”

Thus died the venerable and ineftimable Joun Cravpr,
in the fixty eighth year of his age, A. D. 1687.

18. The Rev. Samuer Warker of Truro i Ciin-
wall, was a very confiderable man, and a minifter of no
mean rank in the church of Curist. His exceflive la-
bours, however, ruined his conftitution, and he died at the
age of forty eight.  When his diffolution drew near, after
much former darknefs, but the moft afured confidence 1n
Gop, he broke out to his nurfe in this rapturous expreffi-
on:—¢ J have been upon the wings of the cherubim'!
« Heaven has in 2 manaer been Gp._n::d to me! I fhall
“ {con be there!”—Next day to a friend who came to {ez
him he faid, with a joy in Lis countenance moce than

© ‘words

0
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_oomi=% O mww friend, had I ftrength to fpeak,
© ¢ L.g toi vou fuch news as would rejoice your very
SusLionove had duch views of heaven! But 1 am not

—
" ..1 ot b e

. L. )3
o=y 1?1}{"_‘"

"5 Loe Rev. Jases Hirvey 1s well known to have
1 an ti:;?_ .t icno.ar, and a believer 1n the bible, with
r.. moit dunpguihing trutns.  When he apprehended
i" cif to b near the cluie of life, and ftood, as it were,
« = the brinx of the grave, with eternity full 1 view, he
v rote to a friend at a diftance to tell him what were his
.-ocurents 1a that awful fimwation. 1 have been too
“ tnd,” faid he,  of reading every thing valuable and
¢ elegant thaf has been penned 1n our Ianﬂuaﬂc, and been
« pecu]-rl}' charmed with the hlﬁorlans, orators, and
““ noets of antiquity : but were [ to renew my {tudies,
“ I would take leave of thofe accompiithed trifles; I
‘“ wouid refign the dehights of modern wi..s, amufement,
znd elequence, and “devote my attention to the Scrip-
« ;ures of truth. 1 would fit with much greater affiduity
“ .z my divine Mafier's teet, and defire to know nothing
17 comparifen of Jesus CHrist, and him crucified.”
After this, when his diffo'ution drew fiill nearer, he faid
22 thofe about him:—¢ How thankful am I for death!
« I:1s the pafface to the Lorp and Giver of eternal life.
« O vetcoa‘:e, v.eicome death! Thou mayeft well be
¢ reckoned 2mong the treafures of the Christian! To
““ Lweis CuRI>t, burto dieis gain! Lorp, now lettelt

- * 4
{‘. .- - L

L 0U th fervant d.:pﬁrt in peace, according to thy moft

© T-andcomforihle Aurd; for mine eyes havé feen

it e e o~ o 170 .. o y? o

- R U PR i..‘llv..:tlL* i,

LT i lare Rev, WirriaMm Romarne was a zealous
S lurcer sul preacier of the (rcfpc’l of JEsus, and adorn-

o i: by ul....ale characier, above fifty years. In his laft

£{

L&

A I have,” (zid he,  the peacc of Gop 1n my
g niEiPnce, and the love of Gobp in my heart. I knew
~cfore the doctrines I preached to be truths, but now
cxper!ence them (o0 b... bieflings. JEsus 1s more pre-
2us than rubies, and all that can be defired on earth,
" i 10t to be comparsd 1o him.”  He was m full pof-

{eflion

S b-—-l_j‘:""j
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feffion of his mental powers to the lat moment, and near
his diffolution cried out, “ Holy, holy, holy, Lorp Gobp
« ALmicuty ! Glory be to thee on high for fuch peace
“ on earth and good will to men.”

Now, my IFrienps and CounTrRYMEN, thefe are all {o
many well-attefted matters of fai. Woft of the perfons
mentioned were of the firft reputation in their refpe&w*
fuheres of altion. It would be prudent to review the
whole; to compare the {everal inftances; and weigh
thoroughly the 1fiue. For though it 1s not our province
to determine the final fates of men, we may, from fuch
compartion, fee clearly, whefe fituation is moft ehgible ar
the clofe of life, and whofe cafe frands faireft for fu -ure fe-
hicity.  Extremely wealz, therefore, would 1t be, to let anvy
man {neer us out of our Bible, cur RepermMer, and our
Salvation. Did we ever know a perfon lament, when
ne came to die, that he had taken too much care to ferve
his CReaToRr, and fave his {oul alive? Did we ever hear
of a Dezft, who gloried, in his departing moments, that he
had been favoured with fuccefs, in making converts to the

principles of Infidelity 7 Or did we ever fce a Jound fcholar,
who was, at the fame time, a chafle, temperate, moral, and
confeientions man, that hived and died an Unbeliever 2 In-
ftances of a contrary nature we have known many, buc
rarely one, which comes up to this defeription. Perfons
of an gffefted liberality of mind, indeed, are frequently
found, who hetor, domineer, and fp... b great fwelling
words of vanity, while health and profperity {mile upon
them ; but they generally lole their courage, and appear
to infinite difadvantage, when death and JUC[G'(:‘I’PLnt {”arc
them in the face. If their fouls are not harrowed up wit!

horror, as in the cafes of VoLTArRE, NEWPORT, ALTA-
MoNT, and others; at belt they are {ullen, gloomy, diicon-
{olate, like Horses and CuEesteRFIELD ; ory baving {heir
corfctences feared as will an bt iron, they are infeniiole to
the vaft realities of the nvifible world, brave it out, and
{fport blindfold on the brink of deftruction, af'.:*:.r the
manner of Servin, Hume, EMmersow, and feveral c. Cthe
late Fremch philofophers. But furely a conduct of this
kind is highly unbecoming men of wifdom, even Ui
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‘.""L":T R S s rmat death 1s an eternal fleep.  Is

atien fo ima.l a maiter, that a reafonablc man can

?H JK 1__“_,:1 i with complacency ? ‘HuME’s conduct was

.‘:"':cl‘; unnatural, [t was the effect of pride and fophitti-

.. philofopny.  « HC had 2 vanity in being thought eafy,”’
Df‘ JorNsoN juitly obferves.

¢ That muft be our cure,
‘“* To be no more. Sad core! For who would lofe
— e «¢ this intelletual being,
‘“ 'Thole thcoghts that wander through eternity,
““ To perith rather, {wallow’d up and loik
¢ In the wide womb of uncreated night,
““ Devoid of fenle and mction ¢

[t will be the concern of every wife mian, therefore, to
tz..e warning 1n ume, to be cautious how he gives credit to
the reorefentantons of Unbelievers, and confider well what
U= end of our prefent ftate of trial will be. It is an eafy
L.:.:::..,;tf's to revile and ftigmatize the Bidle. Few things
more {o. Any fmatterer in learning, who hath got "2

.cked heart, a witty head, and a comfortable flow of
;curnjous language, i1s competent to the tafk. Examples
~: this Kind we meet with in every neighbourhood. Pro-
yind {cholars, however, and modeft men, have always
b2en incapablc of fuch condu¢t. What Lord Bacon faith
T atheifm s cquady true of desfm: < A little philofophy
 inciiacth man’s mind to atheifm, but depth tn philofophy,
“ oringeth men’s minds about to religion.”  Qur great moral
!:4 toe, will teach vs the fame leffon -

What

¢ A ltde learnirg is a dangerous thing;

‘“ Drick deep, or tafte not the Pierian {pring.

‘“ There fhaliow draughts intoxicate the brain,
*“ And dnoking largely fobers us again.”*

+ ¢ The CHRIsTIAN RELIGION,” fays another great writer,
““ nzs rothing to apprchend from the ﬂn&cl’c inveftigation of the
«« mclt learred of its adverfaries; it {uffers only from the mifcon-
‘- ceptiens of {ciolifts, and filly pretendcrs to fuperior wifdom. A
*¢ .tue learning is far more dangerous to the faith of thofe who peflefs

., than igrerance itfelf,”
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What then 1f Taomas Paing, who is well known to be
horh illierate and immoral, infolent and fatyrical (il qua-
lifications for the difcovery of moral and religiovs trutl,,
which conlifts in punity, modefty, humiliy, bt iety, arl
b},odne s) though otheiwile a man ot good natural tnder-

fta:ding, 1s an unbchcver in the civine mfiion of the Sox
or Gop ? It may be fome conlfolation to remember, that
the firft chara@c:rs, who ever adorned our world, in every
department of human hfe, have not been olamed of tie
Gepel of Cartst.  Every man would do weil to rcﬂtfl
in thele days of abounding licentioufnefs, by way of fup-
porting the mind againft the ridicule of profefied Deift,
that the Dizines, ButLer, and BenTLey, and Barrow, and
BerkLey, and CupworrH, and CL4RKE, 2nd SHERLOCK,
and Dobpripce, and LarpNer, and Pearson, and
Tavior, and UsHEer, and a thoufand more were Zelievers :
that the Doets, Seencer, and WaLLer, and CowLEy, and
Prior, and THoMson, and Gray, and Youne, and Mit-
TON were Celtevers @ that the Statefmen,- Hype, and
Howarp, and HarrincrTown, and King, and BarRRING-
ToN, and LitTLeron, with numberlefs more,®* were
believers: that the Moraliffs, SteeL, and Apbpisown, and
HawksworTH, and Jonnsox, were felicvers : that the
Phyficians, ARBuTHNOT, and CHEYNE, and Browng, and
BoerHAaAVE, and PrincLE, and HarTLEY, and FIALLER,
and Meap, and FoTmirciLL, were elicvers: that the
Lowyers, Havrr, and Mazrtiorn, and Forses, and
Hares, and Pratt, and Brackstong, and Jowgs,
were deltevers: that the Philofspiers, Pascat, and Grols-

Uy

®* Wasningron is a living charater, and generally allowed to
be one of the firlt of warr.ors, the firft of polmcmns and waorthie't ot
men. ‘This fame gentleman 1s the delight of ¢ an admiring and afte-

nifhed world,” and yet—hearit, O ye minute philoflophzrs ot degeneraie
]:U ROPE he 15 A Serious Cl.{?rlj’llﬂﬂ ’

+ Itis a pleafure to hear fuch men as the lanourable THoM s Ers-
KINE, a member of Parlrament, and ore of the firll crators of the ags,

come boldly forward in favour of the Gafpe/ of Jesus. ¢ Ny man
‘“ ever exiited,” fays he, ¢ who 1s more aive to every thing corueted

“ with the Chriftian farth than I am, or more uwnalterably jmpici.d
““ with 125 traths.”’

View of the Caules; &c. n, 5 %



] N 4 ]
S by o

vaoonl wew, and Corrs, and FErcuson, and Apams,
LG LGOI, ;r;.j tuizr, and NEWTON, were believers.t
A R T grth mm Criunc, tueﬂ, o the lntt'I'CPES ()f
chzion, i dwezvarm Chrdfdians of every perfualion betray
(e C2ic iney preteha to eipoufe, and it Unbelievers of

everv defiription imagine a vain thing againft the Re-

4
)
b
!
1

:l
LIEs 2R of manking, and the Book w‘nch he hath caufed

to bz written for our inftruction. Nothing lefs than de-
moriresion on the fide of Iriidelity thould induce any man
1o reiit the momentum that thefe venerable names give 1n
&vom of the G-/pel. DIany of them were tiie ornaments
of human natere, whether we confider the wide range of
taeir abilitles, the great extent of their learning and know-

izdge, or the pietv, intcarity, and beneficence of their lives.
1 hefe eminent charalters, BacoN, NewTton, LockE, BovLe,
S1DDISHN, HARTLBY, and LiTTLETON, In particular,
nrmiy adhered 10 the beliet of Chrifiauity, after the moft
aiigent and exact refearches 1nto the life of its- Founper,
he  authentic: y of its records, the completion of the
prepiecies, the fudlimity of its dectrines, the purity of its
Jprecepts, and the arguments of 1ts adverfaries.  Here, you
vl remark, was no prigi-craft.  Thefe were all men of
inderendent priaciples, and the moft liberal and enlarged
minds.  They inveftigated the pretenfions of the Gofpe/ to
tie bottom ; they were not only fatisfied with the juftice

cf 1ts c:ﬂms, but they glorted 1n 1t as a moft benevolent
and .f_:m nue icheme, :.‘..nd they all endeavoured, if not

by their oral d.mourfcs, vet by their immortal WTitings, to
TeCOTuneENd 1t to the cenml reception of manhmd It

.

W2 oir {Iudy In ey ‘1‘1’5 r lolzce n death.
vt g ave 1o mizny of our fellow-creatures found to
S h tnch malignant virulence, what thele oreat

-
. -l

s fucceuliy laboured to eftablifh ? The rea-
fon

1 We zre well aware that the truth of Chrifianity cannot be efta-
b..‘!f‘.'fii ov autheritv.  but if 1ts truzh cannet be {o eftablithed, neither
czn its £l%hocd. Indecd ro man can be a comretent judge, either of
tixe t.uth or fan-ucod ¢i the Gefe/, who has not turned bis attention
to it for 2 corficerzble ume with all ferioufaefs of mind, and with a
confiderabie T oo of Gterary infermation,
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fun, in moft cafes, 1s obvious. They will not have this
man reign over them, becaufe he is not to therr tafte,
And thty oppofe the Bible becaufe it condemns therr
prattice. For if Jesus is indeed the only Saviour of
mankind, and if the declarations of Scripture are atall to
be regarded, their fituation is defperate, and they cannot
efcape the condemnation which 1s therein denounced
againft all fuch charalters, Other reafons, however,
may be given for fuch a prepofterous condut. Abun-
dance of men are fo neglected at firlt 1n their religrous
education, and when grown up to maturity are {o im-
merfed in the pleafures and purfuies of life, that they
never give themfelves leifure to examine into the foun-
dation of religion. They are as inattentive to it, as if
it was none of their concern, This feems to have been
the cafe with the learned Dr. HarLrev. For when he
was throwing out, upon a time, fome indecent reflections
againft Christianity, his friend Sir [saac NewTon flopt
him fhort, and addrefsed him in thefe, or the like words,
which imply that this great aftronomer had imployed his
life in ftudying only the book of nature :—‘ Dr. Hakt-
“ LEY, ] am always glad to hear you, when you {peak
« about aftronomy, or other parts of the mathematics,
‘ becaufe that 1s a fubjelt you have ftudied, and well
« underftand: but you thould not talk of Christianityy
« for you have not ftudied 1t: I have . and am certain
“ you know nothing of the matter.”

Many other perfons, poffefled of f{ome difcernment,
obferve the hypocrify of feveral of the greateft pretenders:
to religion ¢ they fee them no better, and {carce even {o
cood as fome, who make lefs pretenfions ; and this be-
comes an infuperable offence to them. It thefe difcern-
ing men, however, would attend more to their own con-
duct, and lefs to the mifconduct of others, it would be
much happier for them, and more to their honour. Can
any thing be more unreafonable, than that the Gospel
thould be made anfwerable for all the weakneff *§, VICES,
and follies of its advocates? Wil Philosepby endure to be
tried by this test? The fact is, truth i« a ftubborn thirg,
and does not fluctuate with the varying whims and opi-

& nions
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:if:r:t: 7 men. Every perfon muft give an account of
o= urts God. Hypocerites have no encouragement
tom the Biie. W hy thould any man, therefore, make
Telr Lypocrliv an objection to that Bidle & Let the blame
2l wicre it belongs. The fate of fuch perfons is fixed
by the Fudge of the world himfelf. Their falfe preten-
fi.ns are utterlv difclaimed by him.  Nor every one tbat
cacib ity me, LorD, LorRDy sball enter into the kingdom of

heoocr, buiobe that deeth the will of my FATHER which 1
2 ceover Many shall say unto me in that day, Lorp,
Lern, have we ot prophefied in thy nanie, and in thy name
coton :1" cid in iby name dome smany wonderful works ;
Feten il ] prefess unto them, I wever kneww you, depdit
oo Gl se that <ork im1quily,

»he wigknefs, folly, and enthufiafm; the noife and
R NS -'t the Zealots among all the denominations of
oiitioLn, 1 another caufe of the Infidelity of the age.

i_.i.;*:;f::".::ra fce the abfurdity of their pretenfions and
c.-Jngs, and they areundittinguithing and ilhiberal
~, to comprehend them, and the pure Gofpel of
-+.~7, n one general fentence of reprobation. Such
1uct 1s furely uncandid, and highly unbecoming the
-1 of men, who would be thought lovers of wil-
<~ = Where we {ee integrity and good intention at the
' 5, we fheuwid make all requifite allowance for the
“aiies of men. The beft and wifeft are encompal-
:';ti v1th darknsis, and know but in part. One grain of
ety and moral excellence 1s more worth than the hi cheft
tcainmenis 1n the arts and {ciences, without thofe moral
and relicious qualifications.
Ztiere aeain take offence at the abfurd doctrines of the

fuversl religious Establisbments®* n Christendom. They
dilcover

]..
¥ 1
wy
-ﬂ'

* « Itis the corruption of Effablifbments, ten thoufand times worfe
«¢ thin the rodelt dominion of tyranny, which has changed, ana 1s
¢ ¢ - m.g, the facc of the modern world.”

M. ER-RINE™ Pampti:t en the Caufes and Confequences of the pre-
Jent 37 ar, trom which thefe words are extralted, contains a number of
imrortant political truths, but feems to me by no means fatisfalltory in
iceckirg on the Caw? of the war. Let any manread with {ober con-

Lucraucn the Collection of Addreffes tramjmitted oy certain Englifh Clubs
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difcover 1n them certain peculiarities which they conceive
to be irrational. They confound the doctrines of thefe
human iaftitutions, (which were formed in the very dawn
of the Reformation, while men’s eyes were yet {carcely
opea enough to difcover truth,) with genuine Chriffianity.
Not being at the pains to examine matters to the bottom,
and diftinguith acenrately, they fuppofe them to be alike,
and hence contraét a rooted indifference, if not an un-
conquerable averfion, to all religion.

Some there are again, who, feeing the pomp and pride
of many of our. Bishsns and dignified Clergy, how they,
in direét oppofition to the whole fpirit of the Guospel, the
example of primitive clerks, as well their own holy pro-
feflion, {cramble tor emolument, and neap together from
two to half a {core lucrative pieces of preferment, while
feveral thoufands of their brethren are deftitute of the
ordinary comforts of life, withcut further examination,
naturally fuppofc that Religion 1s all prieft-craft and felf-
intereft, honour and confcience having nothing to do in
the bufinefs.—It may be of ufe to ftate this more at large.

It 1s well known then, that there are about 18,000
clergymen in England and Wales, of the eftabhifhed re-
ligton, and near 10,000 parifhes. The Rectories are
5,098 ; the Vicarages 3,687; she Livings of other de-
icriptions 2,970; in all 11,74¢. |

Twenty or thirty of thofe Livings may be a thoufand
a year and upwards: Four or five hundred of them oo

C a2 pounds

ard Societies 1o the National Convention of France—MiLEs’s Condu of
France towards Great Britain—GUiFFORD’s Letter to the Eari of Lau-
DERDALE-=D’IvER NOISES'S Account q/"ibf late Revolution in Genewa
~with BowLEs’s Real Grounds of the prejent war awith France. 'This
little pamphlet is fufficiently fatisfattory. Lord Mor N1NGTON’S Spevch
bcfore the Houfe of Commons is to the fame purpofe with the above.
Thefe feveral publications contain the whole merits of the caufe. And
let the war terminate as it may, they will convince us that it could not
have been avoided on any principle of honoar or fafety. In expefta-
ton of fubverting the government of the country, the French, ea-
couraged by difaffeted perfons in this kingdom, plunged 1nto the war.
Indeed, it 1s, properly Eaeaking, the war of Englifh Facobins. It the
French had not been ftimulated by perfons here, there had been no war.
—Let us not, however, murmer againft men-the whole 15 of God.
Great and good purpofes are to be anfwered by it, in the due order of
Divine Provipexcs.
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pcunds a year and upwards: Two thoufand of them 200
a year and upwards: Five thoufand of them under 100
sounds a yezr. The average value of Livings 1s about
140 pounds 2 year, reckoning them at 10,000.
As the’e things are not very generally underftood, we
will bz a lictle more particular.
In the year 1714, when Qiezen ANN’s Bouniy began to
be diftributed, there were, -
1271 Livings not more than 10 poundsa year.
1457 essessssessnnsacanssncsssansessances 20
1126 CtrrdessscitucraTretststansdtarenns . 30
1[4_9 P Y L L LIS LY TP XY PP TR TT LYY 4_0
334 trseesnsessiinsssteartansastseneees £O

Tnall §597 Livings not more than 5o pounds a year.
All the 10 and 20 pounds Livings have now been
augmented by the above donation.

This bounty is about 13,000 pounds a year clear of
dedultions, and 1s, therefore, equal to 65 augmentations
annually at 200 pounds a piec:.*

The whole income of the Church and two Univerfities
15 about 1,500,000 pounds a year. There are 26 Bifhops,
whofe annual income is 72,000 pounds: Each Bifhop,
therefore, has on an average 2,770 pounds a year,
fuppofing he had no other preferment.—There are 28
Deaneries and Chapters, whofe income is about 000 pounds
a year each, making together about 140,000 pounds.—
The income of the two Univerfities is together about
150,000 pounds a year.—The 18,000 clergy have to-
gether about 1,108,000 pounds a year among them, which
1s little more than 60 pounds a piece. Thefe clergy-
men and their families make about 1c00,0c0 fouls, that is
abnut an 8oth part of the nation, and have upon an averagg,
about eleven pounds a head to {ubfit on annually. And
reckoning the population of England and Wales at 8 mul-
licns of people, every clergyman would have a congrega-

tion

* The Cle;;%-y are indebted to Bijdsp Burwnuer, for this application.
The money itielf arifes from the firft-fruits and tenths of church-livings,

above 2 certain value, which, before the time of HExry the 8th ufed
to go to the Pste of Rome.
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ron of 444 perfons to attend to, in the fame way of cal-
culation, S

There are, moreover, 28 Cathedrals, 26 Deans, 60
Archdeacons, and ¢44 Prebends, Canons, &c.—Befides
thefe there are 1n all about 300 i1n orders belonging to
the different Cathedrals, and about 800 Lay-officers, fuch
as {inging men, organifts, &c. who are all paid from the
Cathedral emoluments ; fo that there are about 1700 per-
fons attached to the feveral Cathedrals, who divide among
them the 140,000 pounds a year, making upcn an avers
aqe near 83 pounds a year a piece. |

The whole income of the Kirk of Scotland, was, in
1755, about 68,500 pounds a year. This was divided
among 944 Minifters, and on an average made 72 pounds
a piece per annum.,

Upon a general view of thefe matters, when it is con-
fidered, that all the Bifhoprics, Prebendaries, Deaneries,
Headfhips of Colleges, and beft Church-Livings, are oc-
cupted by a fmaller number, in all probability, than an
eighteenth part of thefe Clergy, what a deplorable fituation
muft a large {hare of the remaining feventeen thoufand
Mimfters be in, efpecially under the prefent advanced
price of moft of the common neceflaries of life? And
then, 1t is curious enough, that thefe Church- Dignitaries,
who are in poffeflion of feveral thoufands a year per man,
have made laws, that the inferior clergy, who are deftitute
of moft of the. comforts of life, {hall not be permitted to.
follow any other Calling, whereby to better their condi-
tion, and get bread for their families.—Why do not the
poor Ficars and Curales of the country, make a common
caufe, and aflociate together in one body againft their
oppreflors *§ * Why do they not addref(s the Kinc, who is
temporal Head of the Church, or the ILegislatyre of the
land, to take their circumftances into confideration? One
man—not a doit better than his brethren—fhall enjoy
20,000 pounds a year—another 1§,000—another 10.000

C 3 | —another

t See an Effay on tbe Rewvenues of the Church of England.

& Every man is an Oppreffor who holds that which ought to be 1n the
aands of anpther,
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—z77ii2r octo——another  3,0c0—angther 2,00¢c—and

it oo1,222. Cne fhall heap Living upon Living,
Preterment voon Preferment—to a valt amount—merely
szcauie ne has gat acce{s—too often by mean compiiances
—:0 ;ome great man—while his more worthy brother s
~.mcit In want of for his children. The late Dr.
Law, Bisp of C ;:-fi.r.-’e, if my memory does not faill me,
was poieiled, at the time of his deceafe, of ten or more
cizerent Preferments. He was Bishop—Head of a Col-
“ipremFrebend—ReFor— Litrarian, &c. &c. &c. andall
t1is beffowed upon him—not becaufe he was a more holy,
vleful, and laborious man, than ordinary; thougn 2 man
cf mcrit and talents; but becaule he '.mgﬂleu hun{clf:
:nto favour with certain great perfons, who had influence
with men 1n power. Inftances of this kind aie not un-
common. They are, however, unjuft, unpolitical, un-
chnfian. No wife Legiflature ought to permit iuch
adules, religion cut of the que{hon They are incon-
i:ftent with every thing that i1s decent and proper, while
{0 many valuable, leamed laborious, humbie, modeit
men are pining in want. I know well, thar refiections of
this nature are calculated to difoblige thofe who are 1n-
terefted : but, regardlefs of confequences, withcut the
icaft diflike to any man living, or the fmallett view to any
ore 1ndividual, or a wifh to have any thing better for my-
{clf, and actuated only with a love to truth, and the
advancement of our common Cbhristianitv, 1, for one, pro-
teft in the face cf the fun againft all fuch abufes. And I,
roreover, folemnly avow, that the fpirit of the prefent
tmes 1s {uch, that unlefs thefe, and fimilar diforders are
rechiied, by the wifdom of the Legiflature, the whole
ceclesiastical fabric n this country will, ere long, be as
completely overturned, as thatin france has been. No-
zhing can prevent it, but a {peedy and thorough reforma-
t.on. Let the Bishsps of the land then, as first in dignity;
be firft in this good work. Let them make a merit of
receflitv, and refign voluntarily, what they cannot long
roflels 1n fafety. Let them make 2n offer to their King
.;.nd Couilry of with- dramng from the Upper Homse, re-

aning all their secular honours, and commence genuine

miniflers
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minifters of the Gospel. Let them renounce their {everal
pluralities, and quietly retire into their refpective cioceles.
Let them come and live among their clergy—go about
doing good in all humility through their feveral aiftncts,
preaching the Word of life among the people, after the
example of the great SwepHERD and Biswop. of. {uuls,
anc his Apostres. Let them. renounce their pomp,and
fplendor, and fet their faces agawft all monopolies of "Liv-
ings, againft non-reflidents—againit all immoral, diforder-

ly, and irreliglous clergymien ; and let them be the avow-_ .

ed friends and patrons of laborious paftors, in particuiar;
and of goo#men of every defcription, n general.  Thus
the Church of England would foon become, more than
ever, the glory of aAl_ churches, and the Bishops of that

church would be thesglory of all bifhops. .-

It is not to be doubted, that. men poflefled of the loaves .
and fithes will laugh at all this as vifionary and enthufi-
aftic.—Be it {o.—I have only to reply— Laok ar the Bifhops

and Clergymen of France!—Happy are they whomvother

peoples misfortunes make wife and cautious! The fate of -

the Fewifb clergy of old, and-of-the French clergy in our

own times, comes like a peal of thunder, preaching reform

and moderation to the clergy. of every country.
You fee, my CounTRYMEN, that I, for.one, give up
all thefe abufes as indefenfible. But be it remembered,

that whatever means Divine Provipence may ufe to

corre€t them—for corrected they muft be—the Gofpel of -

Curist 1s not to be blamed for them; 1t gives them no
countenance ; 1t predits their rife, continuance, downfal ;

and it denounces nothing lefs than condemnation again&‘

2ll thofe who pervert the Divine Ordinances*to {ecular
purpofes. It 1s neither Popes, nor Kings, nor Bithops,
nor Clereymen of any inferior defcription, that fhall efcape
the juft fentence of the univerfal Junce. He will make
no diftin¢tion. He knows no difference between man and
man, but what moral and religious qualifications mzke.
Whatfoever a perfon foweth that fhall he alfo reap. Migh-

ty finners fhall be mightly punithed. Eminently good
and ufeful men fhali be eminently rewarded.

A

TQ

L

L] F s
I
i

A



