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that there is no after-reckoning.  If to die like an afs 1s 2
privilege, I give them |oy of it! much good may 1t do
them! May I die ike a Cbrz/}m;z, b:zfumg a hope blooming

with immortal expeftaiion: .

Let us turn from thefe horrible inftances of perverted
realon, and take a view of fome more promifing {cenes.

1T, ExampLES of perfons recovered from their INFIDELITY.

« If, ﬁcl;: of folly, I relent, he writes
*“ My name in heav’n,”

12. CuarLes Gipown, author of a book called the
Oracles of Reafum, was convinced of the fallacy of his own
arguments againft religion, and the danger of his fituation,
by reading Lesvie’s Short Method with a Deiff.  He after-
wards wrote a defence of revealed rcligion, entitled, The
Deiff’s Manual, and died n the Chriflian fauth.

13. The late Lorp LittriToNn, author of the Hiffory
of Henry the Second, and his friend Grugert WesT, Efg.
had both imbibed the principles of Unbelief, and had agreed
together to write fomething in favour of Inmfidelity. To
do this more cffeltually, they judged 1t neceffary, firlt to
acquaint themiclves preety well with the contents of the
Bible. By the perufal of thatbnok, however, they were
both convinced of their error; both became converts to
the religion of Curist JEsus; both tock up their pens
and wrote 1n favour of it; the former, his Obfervations or
the Comverficn of St. PALL ; the lateer, hts Obfervations cn
the Refurreftion of CHRIST ; and b"*fh dizd n peace,

4. SIR JoHN PrincgLEe, one of the firft charaters of
the prefent age, though blefed with a religious education,
contracted the principles of Infdeiity, when he came to
travel abroad 1 the world. But as he fcorned o be an
unplicit Believer, he was equally averfe to being an mp.ic:s
Unbelicver. He, therefore, fet himfelf to examine thie prin-
ciples of the Gofpe! of Carict, with all caution and ferivuf-
nefs.  The refult of his inveftigation was, 2 full convicrion
of the divine origical and J.u...'mnty of the (el The

cyvidene
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o ne f:f f{'c welatien appeared to him to be folid and in-
v .oy oEns e nanwre of 1t to be fuch as demanded his

Ll e B r"-q-‘-lq, 'h-:l
o —r"-r- 1--4- l'h.-'lu

o0 S vz Yenvyws, Efg. Member of Parliament for
i, by £ me means had been warped afide 1150 the
atos of Jififedty, and continued 1n this ftate of mind fone
<o, Fiads v Lis {pine, however, not at reft, he was
20 to examine the orounds upon which his Usbeli: f
N Hmf.u Ie difcovered his error ; was led to belic ve
i the Saviorr of mankind; and wrote a {mall treaitfc 1n
s.'r- ‘: nce of the Guspel, cntitled, 4 View of the internal
fiienees of Coriffieriiv; a work worthy the peruial of
cvery man, wao wiines to underftand the excellency or the
roi Zi0n ne profefies.
1-‘.1. Doctor OLiver, a noted Phyfician at Bath, was a
z.Jous Cubeiiever till within a thort ume of his death.
E:,;'_:' convinced of his error, and the danger of his fitua-
r. 2, e bewailed his pat conduct with ftrong compunétion
cr ht‘ﬂi’t ard gave up his {pirit at laft, 1n confident expecta-
on of meru from Gop, through the merit of that Sa-
VIoUR, whom, for many years, he had ridiculed and Sp-
pofed. ¢ Oh,” fard he, < that I could undo the mifchief
“« that I have done! I was more ardent to poifon people
« with tne principles of 1rreligion and unbelief, than almoft
“ zny Chiifftom can be 1o fprtud the doctrines of Curist.”
. GExErRAL Dvkrery received a mortal wound at the
' :."1c of Berzen in Germany, A. D, 1769. He was of a
N2 fqmm, and paﬂ'cucd equal abilities as a minifter 1n
the clofet, and a generai in thc field, being favoured with a
i:berc] education.  Ilaving imb: b..d the prmmples of fafi-
d-l:iv, by fome means or “othier, he continued a profeffed
Def? t~zl the time he received his fatal wound. During his
illneis, however, a great and cffectual change was w rourrht
vyen his mind by thc power of d aivine grace, and he dled 1n
t}e full afiurance of faith, glowmg in the falvation of
Jesvs, and wondering at the happy change which had

taken piace 1n his foul.*

* See this extraordinary cafe more at large in DEcoETLOGON’S
Divine 7':":;:5/:1{'_7, p- 27-
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18, Joun, Ear! of ROCHESTER, it is well known, was
one of the wickedeft and wittieft men in the kingdom.
The hand of Gob, however, being upon him, he was
brought to a deep fenle of the danger of his fituation, and
abhorred himfelf, repenting in duft and athes. After this,
he acknowledged, that all the feeming abfurdities in Hely
cripture, fancied by men of corrupt and reprobate judg-
ments, were vantfhed, and that their excellency and beauty
appeared, now that he was come to receive the truth in
the love of 1t.—* I fhall now die,” {aid he at laft, < but,
« Oh! what unfpeakable glories do I feel! What joys
« beyond thought or expreflion am I fenfible of! I am
« affured of Gon’s mercy to me, through Jesus CHRIST.
« Oh! how I long to die, and to be with my Saviour !”

For the admonition of others, and to undo, as much
as was 1n his power, the mifchief of his former conduct,
he fubfcribed the following Recantation, and ordered it to
be publithed after his death:

«« For the benefit of all thofe, whom I may have drawn
« into fin by my example and encouragement, I leave to
« the world this my laft declaration, which 1 deliver in the
« presence of the great Gop, who knows the fecrets of all
“ hearts, and before whom I am now appearing to be
« judged: That from the bottom of my foul, 1 deteft
« and abhor the whole courfe of my former wicked hfe ;
« that I think I can never {ufficiently admire the gnodnels
« of Gop, who has given me a true fenfe of my pernici-
““ ous opintons and vile pratices, by which I have hitherto
« lived without hope, and without Gop in the world;
« have been an open enemy to Jesus Curist, doing the
«« utmioft defpite to the Hory Seirit of grace: aud that
« the greateit teftimony of my charity to {fuch, 15, to
 warn them, 1ntne name of Gob, as they regard the
« welfare of thetr immortal fouls, no more to deny his
 being or his providence, or defpile his goodnefs ; no
“ more to make a mock of fin, or contemn the pure and
 exceilent rehaion of my ever blefled REDEEMER,
« through whole meiits alone, I, one of the greateft of
““ finners, do yet hope for mercy and forgivenefs. Amen.”

B 19, Captai
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. Caruin Jouy Lig, who was executed tor fm*gsrj:,
‘.- ire 4. 1784, bDecame an [nfidel, through reading the
¢ .cyent, bu fophrtical, writings of Davip HuMe. Derp-
v, however, did he repent his folly, when he came to be
.0 diftrefied circumftances. ¢ I leave to the world,” faid
%2 in a letter to a friend the nigat before his execution,
** this meurnful memento, that however much a man may

“ be fQvoured by perfonal quahﬁcatlons, or diftingui{bied

by mental endowments, genius will be ufelefs, and abi-
“« lities avail but little, unlefs accompanied by a fenfe of
«« religion, and attended by the pradtice of virtue.”

20. Another GENTLEMAN, whole name s concealed
out of delicacy to his conneftions, was defcended of a
noble and religious family., His life was extremely irre-
cular and diffolute, but his natural parts and endowments
of mind fo extraordinary, that they rendered his conver-
fation agreeable to perfons of the higheft rank and quality.
chcr taken ill, he believed he fhould die at the very
be ainiing of his ficknefs. His Friend, with whom he had
fr -~~umtlv difputed a._zamﬁ the exiftence of Gob and the
trushs of revealed religion, came to vifit him on the fecond
cav after he was feized. He afked him how he did, and
what made lMm fo dejetted ?

« Alas!” faid he, ¢ are youlo void of underftanding,
« 2s to 1magine I am afraid to die ? Far be fuch thoughts
““ frcem me, I could meet death with as much courage as
I have encountered an enemy in the field of battle, and
« embrace 1t as freely as I ever did any friend whom 1
« entrely loved: for I fee nothing in this world that 1s
« worth the pains of keeping. I have made tryal of moft
¢« {tates and conditions of life. I have continued at home
¢ for a confiderable nime, and travelled abroad in foreign
¢« parts. ] have been rich and poor. [ have been raifed
““ 1o honour, and reverfed in 2 high degree. I have alfo
“ been expofed to {corn and conterpt. I have been wife
¢« and foolith. 1 have experienced the difference between
“ virtue and vice, and every thing that was pollible for a
““ man in my ftatien; fo that I am capable of diftinguith-
“ ing what 1s realiv Uood and praife-worthy, and what is
“ not. Now [ ice with 2 clearer f ght then ever, and dil-

‘e
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«« cern a vaft difference between the vasm [icentious difcourje
«« of a Libertine and the found arguments ot a true Believer
« for though the former may exprefs himfelf more finely
« than the latter, fo as to puzzle him with hard queftions
« and intricate notions, yet all amounts to no+more than
« the fallacy of a few airy repartees, which- are never
« affe@ed by fober Chriffians, nor capable of eluding the
« furce of folid reafon. But now I know how to make a
« q diftin&ion between them; and I with from the bottom
« of my heart I had been fo fenfible of my error in the
« time of my health ; then I had never had thofe dreadful
« foretaftes of hell I now have. Oh! what a fad account
« have I to give of a long life fpent in fin and folly ! I
« look beyond the fears of a temporal death. All the dread
« that you perceive in me arifes from the near approach 1
« make to an efernal death ; for I muft die to live to all
“ eternity.”’

This unhappy Gentleman continued in this manner to
bewail his paft folly, atheifm, and infidelity for forty days,
and then expired. His Friend, however, took large pains
with him to encourage his repentance, faith, and return to
a proper ftate of mind; the partuiculars of which would be
too tedious to record in this place. At laft, however, he
was brought to entertain {fome hepe, that the REDEEMER
of mankind would take pity on his deplorable condition,
pardon his fins, and refcue him  from that everafting
deftruction which awaits all fuch charatters. He told his
Friend, therefore, that if he departed with a finile, he might
hope for the beft concerning him; but if he fhould be
cen to give up the ghoft with a frewn, there would be
realon to fear the worft.

- This was about threc o’clock in the afternoon, and he
lived till four the next morning. A little before he expir-
ed he was heard to fpeak thefe words foftly to himfelft—0b !
that I bad poffiffion cf the meaneft place in beaven, and conld
but creep into one corner of it Afterwards he cried out four
leveral times toecther—Q dear, dear, dear, dear—and, near
a minuie before he expired, his Friend perceived him to
100k full in his face, with a sriling countenance.

There we leave him till the refurre€tion-morn.

B2 It



[ 52 ]

uig "'».' {21d, that example has a more powerful
cZ:.. vz 7 othe mind than precept. None can deny that
S -—"j*-c'" table ones. Thev are fuch as every Deiff
=20 crroin e kingdom fhould well confider, before he
VentuTee nie Galvation upon the juftnefs of his own princi-
Cics. I cgual danger, or if any danmr, attended our em-
Erocin 7 the Chr /Ffw 1cntfn€, the Uwefff've: would be 1n a
Crraln qeoree be*lﬁed in with-holding his affent to that
{=“crme : bue ae o/f the hazard is on his fide of the quettion,
1:3:...:1:.9@ furnithes no words to exprefs the extreme folly |

‘rezting religion with levity, much lefs with ridicule and
ccn?:crr.p'-:.

II1. Exampves of dving Chriffians, who bad lived 1n the
pirit of the wworld.

Tiis dall ye Fave of my kand, ye frall lie down in forrow, 1s. 50, 11,

21. Huco Grotrus is faid to have poflefled the bright.
efi oenius ever recorded of a youth in the learned world
ard was a profound admirer, and a daily reader, of the
Sa rea Wrifiigs s yet afier all his attainments, reputation,
ang i2bour 1n the caufe of learning, he was conftramned at
faft to cry out, « Ah! I have confurmed my life 1n a labo-
“ rious deing of nothing !—I would give all my learning
«« 253 honour for the plam integrity of JOHN Urick !

This Joux Urick was a religious poor man, who fpent
e12~t aours of the day in prayer, eight in labour, and but
e:cht in meals, fleep, and othel neceflaries.

"GroTivs had devoted too much of his time to worldly
company, fecular bufinefs, and learned trifles, too little to
the excrcifes of the clofet.  This is forfeking the fountain of
living casers, and bewing out o ourfelves broken cifferis that
can bold -0 water.

22. When Sarmasivs, who was cne cf the meoft con-
fuommaie icholars of his time, came to the clofe of life, he
faw cauic to cxclaim bitterly againft himielf. ¢« Oh!”
faid ke, « I have ioft a world of time! time the moft pre-
‘“ cious thing in the world ! whereot had I but one year

‘“ more,




