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« We rample on their whole delight,
“ Ard feek a country out of fight,
““ A country in the fkies.”

Ir then the religion of Jesus CHRIST be a delufion, 1t
s, 2t izaft, 2 happy delufion; and even a wife man would
icarceiv with to be undecewed He would rather be

rezv to 1av with the great Roman Orator, when speaking
oi tne immortalitv of the foul:—* If 1n this I err, I
< wiliing err; nor, while I live, fhall any man wrest from
““ me this error, with which I am extremely dehichred.”™®

If we wished to exemplify these obfervations, 1t would
oe no difficult matter to produce various very {triking 1n-
itances of persons, as well from the Sacred Hritings,
as :om the hiftory of thele latzer ages, whofe conduét and
character have been conformable to the above reprefenta-
tions. But as the Brble 1s in every one’s hands, and may
be confulted at pleafure, we will call the attention of the
reacer to a few inftances of perfons, who have been
eminent in their way, during thefe latter ages only, and, fome
of them, even in our own times. Thefe may be Dyinag
INnFipELs—PENITENT and REcoverep INFIDEL3—Dy-
1xG CrRisTiANS, who bave lived foo much in the [pirit of
the worli—ana CHRISTIANS dymg, either with great com-

pofuie of mindy, or IN THE FULL ASSURANCE OF FALTH,

e cmm A ——

I. ExampLEs of dying INFIDELS,

T ie avicked is driven away in bis own wickednefi. PF‘OV. 14. 32.
** Horrible 15 the end of the onrighteous gereration.” Wif. 3. 19.
““ With the talents of an angel, 2 man may be a fool.”—Youna.

1. Mr. Hosses was a celebrated fifide/ 1n the laft age,
wic, 1n bravado, would fometimes fpeak very unbecom—
ing things of Gop and his Worn. Yet, when alone, he

 Paonted with the moft tormenting reflections, and
uould awake in great terror, if his cand]c happened but
’ to

* 511 hoc erro, lubenter erro, nec mihi Lunc errorem, quo
“ Zeiector, dum vivo, extorqueri volo,”
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to go out in the night. He could never bear any difcourfe
of death, and feemed to caft off all thoughts of iz. He

lived to .be upwards of njnety. His laft fenfible words
were, when he found he could live no longer, 1 fhall be
“ glad then to find a hole to creep out of the world at.”
And, notwithftanding all his high pretensions to learning
and philofophy, his uneaf: nefs conftrained him to confefs,
when he drew near to the grave that ¢ he was about to
« take a leap in the dark.*—The writings of this ¢/d
finner, rtuined the EaRL or ROCHESTER, and many
other gentlemen of the firft parts in the nation, as that
Nobleman himfelf declared, after his converfion.

2. L he account which the celebrated SULLY glves us
of young ServIN is out of the common way. The
beginning of June, 1623, fays he, I fet out for
szfazx, where I was to embark, having with me a retipue
of upwards of two hundred gcntlemcn, or who called
themfelves fuch, of whom a confiderable number were
really of the firft dittinttion. Juft before my departure
old Servin came and prefented his fon to me, and begged
I would ufe my endeavours to make him a man of fome
worth and honefty ; but he confefled he dared not ‘hope,
not through any want of underftanding or capacity in the
young man, but from his natural inclination to all kinds of
vice. The old man was in the right: what he told me
having excited my curiofity to gain a thorough knowledge
of young Servix, I found him to be at once both a won-
der and a monf’cer, for I can give no other idea of that
aflemblage of the moft excellent and moft pernicious
quahnes. Let the reader reprefent to himfelf a man of a
genius {o lovely, and an underftanding fo extenfive, as ren-
dered him fcarcc 1onorant of any thmcr that could be
known; of fo vaft and ready a comprehcnﬁan, that he
1mmcdlate]y made him{elf mafter of what he attempted ;
and of fo prodigious a memory, that he never forgot what
he had once learned; he poffrfff:d all parts of phllofophv
and the mathematice, particulorly fortification and draw-
ing: even in thCOJOU} he was fo well fkalied, that ke was
an excellent preacher whenever he had a mind to exert
that talent, and an able difputant fur arel againft the re-
formed

by
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formeloreiicion indifferently; he not only underftood
G ;*".h -7, and all the languages which we call
i-zv2 0 d, but aulo tie different jargons or modern dialedts ;
b

: cceented and pronounced them fo naturally, and fo
wrelidv imitated the geitures and manners both of the
fcv cral nations of Eurspe, and the particular provinces of
Fiii:ze, that he might have been taken for a native of all
or zny of thefe countries; and this quality he applied to
counterfeit all forts of perfons, wherein he fucceeded won-
deriinlv; he was, moreover, the beft comedian and
areatefl droll that perhaps ever appeared; he had a ge-
nius for poetry, and had wrote many veries; he plavcd
upon almoft all inftruments, was a perfect mafter of mu-
fic, and.{ung moft agreeably and juftly ; he likewife could
iav mafs; f0r he was of a difpofition to do, as weil as to
kre ¥, all things: his body was perfectly well {uited to his
mind, he was ]wht mmble, dexterous, and fit for all ex-
ercifes ; he could ride well, and in dancing, wreftling, and
leaning, he was admired: there are not any ,recreative
cames that he aid not know; and he was fkilled in almoft
ail mechanic aris, But now for the reverfe of tiic medal
nere it appeared that he was treacherous, cruel, cowardly,
ceceitful; a har, a cheat, a drunkard and glutton; a
tharper 1n play, immerfed in every {pecies of vice, a blaf-
phemer, zn atheift; 1na word, 1n him might be found all
tie vices contrary to nature, honour, religion, and {octety ;
the truth of which he himfelf evinced with his lateft
breath, for he died in the flower of his age, in a common
brothel, perfectly corrupted by his dcbauchfnfs, and ex-
pired with a glafs in his hand, curfing and denying Gopb.
3. The honourablc Fraxcrs NEWPORT was educated
by kis parents in a religious manner. As he grew up to
years of difcretion he 1 into the hands of Infidels, loft all
his reiigion, and commenced Jufide/ himfeli. Being {ome
time after feized with fickness, his fericus conw&lons re-
turned, and he became alarmed for the fafety of his con-
ditizn. After enduning the moft horrible agonies of mind
pefi: b’e, t1]] In a very “fhort time, his bodlly {trength was
exhatted; with 2 groan fo dreadful and loud, as tnough

1t
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it had been more than human, he cried out, O) 1he in-
JiJievatle pangs of bell and damnation !—and expired.

It raay be much queftioned, whether a more affecting
Navraiive was ever compofed in any language, than the
truc huftory of this unhappy gentlemnan’s Taft ficknefs and
deach. It is greatly to be deﬁred that men of all denomi-
Dallons WOl 4 alve 1t a {erious perufal.

2. Mr. WirriaM EMMERSON was, at the {fame time an
lii, e, and one of the firt mathematicians of the age.
L ough, 1 fome refpelts, he might be confidered as a
orrny man, his conduct thmuf*h hife was rude, vuloar,
and frequentiy immoral,  He pald no attention to religious
attes, and bosth intoxication and profane language were
fanthar to hun,  Towards the clofe of his days, being
ii€ted with the ftone, he would crawl about the floor on
. iands and knees, fometimes praying, and fomctimes
J:-eai g, as the humour took him.—What a poor creature
= man without religion! S1r Isaac Newron died of the
wune dilorder, which was attended, at times, with fuch
icvere paroxifims, as forced out large drops of fweat that
ran down his face.  In thele trying circumftances, however,
he was never oblerved to utter the fmallelt complaint, or
to exprefs the leaft 1mpatience. What a ftriking contraft
between the conduct of the Infidel and the Chriftian !

s. Monsievr VorTairg, during a long life, was con-
tirtaily treating the Holy Sfrrpmrw with ¢ contempt, and
er...cavousing to {pread the poifon of Infidelity among the
nutions.  See, however, the end of fuch a Condu:ft. In
his laft tllnefs he fent for Dr, TroncHIN, When the
Doctor came, he found Voutaire in the greateft agonies,
exciaiming with the utmoft horror—1 ain abaidsed i»
God and man—He then fad, Doffor, I will give vou
balf of what I am worth, if vou can give me fix moiils
life.  The Doctor anfwered, Sir, you cannot live fix
weeks, VOLTAIRE replied, Then 1[I fball g3 to bell,
and yeu will go with me! and foon after expired.

This 1s the Hero of modern Lnfidels ! Dure any of then
fay— Let me die 1be death of Voltaire, and let niy lafi end be
like bis? Wonderful infatuation! He occupres the fisft
niche, in the French Pantheon! That he was a man of

grﬁ'?l‘
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e :n.l vincus tolents, none can deny: but his want of
.und learning, end moral qualifications, will ever prevent
Lim *r'om being ranked with the benefa&ors ot mankind,
bv the wil ::.r:c’; gcod. Such an Fers, 1adeed, 15 beﬁttmg
2 nation under JUdlCldl 1nfatuation, to anfwer the wife ends
the Goverxor of the world, If the reader has felt
”"Jflf irrured by the poifca of this man’s writings, he may
nd relief for his wounded mind, by perufing carefully
INDLAY'S Findication of the Samd Books from the Mif-
p o Uutations and Cavils of VorTaire; and LEFAN'sLET-
rer’s of certain Jews to VoLTalReE. The hoary fufidel

cuts but a very forry figure in the hands of thefe Sons of
Avabam.

6. Mr. Appisew tells us of a Gentleman 1n France, who
was fo zealous a premoter of Infidelity, that he had got to-
cether a fele€t company of difciples, and travelled into all
parts of the kingdom to make converts. In the midft of
his fantaftical fuccefs, he fell fick, and was reclaimed to
fuch a fenfe cf his condition, that after he had paffed fome
time in great agonies and horrors of mind, he begged thofe
who had the care of bur ying him, to drefs his body in the
habit of a Ccpuckin, that the - devil might not run away with
it: and, to do further juftice upon himfelf, he defired them
to tie a halter about his neck, as a mark of that ignomini-
ous punifament, which, In h15 own thoughts, he had fo
juftly ceferved.

7. The Jaft days of Davip Humg, thit celebrated Deif,
were {pent in playing at whift, in cracking his jokes about
CHaron and his boat, and 1n seading Lucraw, and other
entcrtaining books.—T his is a confummatum ¢t worthy
of a clever feliow, whole corfeience was feared a5 with an bot
c=en ! Dr. Jouxsox obferves upon this impenitent death-
sed feene—ss Hume owned he had never read the Niw

¢ TestamexT with attention.  Here then was a man,
“ who had been at no pains to inquire into the truth of
«« relicion, and had cozntinually turned his mind the other
¢ way, It was not to be expelted that the profpeét of
¢ death thould alter his way of thinking, unlefs Gop thould
¢ fend ar angel o fet him rlght.—-Hc had a vanity in

bcing
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being thought eafy.”—Dives fared fumpiuouflly every
dav, “and faw no danger: but—the next thing we hear of

him is— 1 bell be lifted up bis eyes, being in torments I*

8. The late all-accomplithed EarL of CHESTERFIELD
hath eiven us a picture of mere human happinefs extreme-
| SRl f*rrifying. His declarations near death wereworthy of
ﬁn . life: << 1 have run,” fays he, < the fily rounds of

bu:”lcﬁ and pleafure, and have done with them all. {
«« have enjoyed all the pleafures of the world, and conle-
« guently know their funlity, and do not regret their lofs.
« ] app"ﬂ‘fc them at thetr real value, w thh is, 1n truth,
very low.—Shall I tell you, that [ bear this me]ancholv
fituation with that meritorious conftancy and refignation
« which moft prople boaft of? No; for I really cannot

« heip it. I bear it, becaufe I mui’c bear it, whether [
«« will or no!—I think of nothing but Lllnng time the
« beft way I can, now that he is become my enemy,—
It is my refolution to fleep in the carriage during the re-
mainder of the jouricy.”  Suchare the dying declarations
of this complete faint of the world ! How lirtle 1s man, 1n
his moft finithed eftate, without religion! Let.us hear in
what manner the lively Believer 1n Fefus takes his leave of
this mortal fcene :—1 am mow ready to be offered, and the
- 1:mo of my departure is at band. 1 bave fought a good fighi;
[ bace finifbed my conrfe; I have kept the faith; benceforth
there is latd up for me a crown of righteoufne[s, which the
LorD, the righteons JUDGE, will give me at thet day!

9. The fd evening before the death of the noble AL-
TAMONT, upon the i‘tnls.mg of the dock, he cried ou,
« Ob, time ! time! it is it thou [bouldef} frike thy murder-
¢y to ihe beart.  How art thou fled forever ! A momth!
« b, for a fingle week ! ] alk uot for years; though ai
age were foo little Jor 1he mz;cb I bave to do 1—0p !

<¢ fﬂ M
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* It is much to be lamented that a man of Huwme’s abilities
fhould have proftituted his talents in the manner it 15 well known
he did. With all his pretenfions to philofophy, he was an advocate
tor adultery and fuicide. The reader will find a {ufhcient antwer to
al his fophittry in HorNE’s Letters on Infidelity, and BeaTTtis’s

Effay on the Nature and Immutabitity of Truth; in Opofition to Ss.
Pb!’ﬁ?j and uft‘f f{'!h'f
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o dganlacity Lord Gad T Hell itfelf
NP pices e from 1oy frown”  Soon alter,
-

owmdetinding failed. His terrified imagination utter-
G horeirsnorto be repeated, or ever forgot,  And cre
“hefun rof..., the gay, voung, noble, Ingenious, accom-
s ",'. cu, and moit wreteted AvTAaMoNT cxpired.®
Tie Gentirman of Frriare celeribed by Mr. Her-

VEY '1¢ h1s .,'fdfir*ff?’i Letter to RICHARD I\ASF, Erl.
A ofier o7 tee Ceroivsizes at Bathy 1s an instance of peni-
renti2l {orrow of a vcry 1mpreﬂ1vc kind. Before his lait
cknets, he wasa man of the moft robuft body, and of
tim.. czveil temper that can be imagined. All his vigour

nd Liiarity, however, were gone, when HEervEy waited
ipon him, and he was near the time of his diffolution.
«« Oh!” faid he, with a look ftrongly expreflive of the
anguifh of his mind, ¢ that I had been wife, that I had
« known this, that I had confidered my latter end! If
““ Gop would reftore me to health again, 1 call heaven
«« and earth to witnels, I would labour for holinefs, as [
« fhall foon labour for life. I would gladly part with all
“ my eftate, large as it 15, or a world, te obtain it
« Now my benighted eyes are eniightened, I clearly dif-
« cern the things that are excellent.  As for riches, and
pleafures, and the applaufes of men, [ account them as
“ drofs and dung, no mere to my happinefs than the fea-
¢ tners that lie on e floor.  Ob ! if the rightecus Judge
wo zi fry me gnce more, every opportumiiy of fprvithal
o frovenent, soonld be dearer 1o me, lhan thoufaids of
X '- *;-:zf =7 But, alas! the day in which 1 thould
«« . ave work=d is over and gone, and I fee a fad, horrible
“ riznt approaching, brmon‘cr with it the bla(.knefs of
@« corxnels forever. [/ ﬂud[ be ruined, undone, and de-
“ prgzea with an everlafiing defruftiom I” *

11. Mr. CuMBERLAND, in the Obferver, gives us one
t: the moit mournful tales, that ever was related, concern-
ing a gentleman of Infidel principles, whom he denomi-
patcs ANTITHEUS. “ 1 remember him,” fays he, “lin

' 44 t e

* This 2felftine Narrasive may be feen at large 1o Younc's Crx-
foyr ol F a‘#fc.{s.

d
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the hewght of his fame, the hero of his party; no man
fo carefled, followed and applauded: he was 2 little
loofe, his friends would own, 1n his moral charater, but
then he was the honelteft fellow 1n the world; 1t was
not to be demed, that he was rather free 1n his notions,
but then he was the beft creature hiving, [ have {een
men of the gravelt characters wink at his fallies ; be-
caufe he was {o plealant and fo well bred, 1t was 1m-
poflible to be angry with him. kvery thing went well
with him, and ANriTaeus feemed to be at the {fummat
of human profperity, when he was fuddenly feized with
the moft alarming {ymptoms : he was at his country
houfe, and (whrch had rarely happened to him) he at
that ume chanced” to be alone; wife or family he had
none, and out of the muliitude of his friends no one
happened to be near him at the moment of his attack.,
A neighbouning  phyfician was called out of bed 1n the
night to come to hlm with all hafte n this extremiry ¢

hie found him ficting up 10 his bed fupported by pillows,
his countenance full of horror, his breath ftruggling as
in the article of death, his pu]ie intermitting, and at
times beating with fuch rapicity as could hardly be
counted. ANTITHEUS dilmifled the attendants he had
about him, and eagerly demanded of the phyficran, it he
thought hum 1n danger: the phyfician anfwered that he
muft fairly tell him he was in eminent danger.—How
{o! how fo! do you think me dying '—He was forry
to fay, the fymptoms indicated death.—Impoflible ! you
muflt not let me die: I dare notdie: O doltor! fave
me 1f you can.—Your fituaticn, Sir, 1s tuch, that it 1s
not In mine, or any other man’s art, to fave you; and
I think I fhould not do my duty, if 1 guve you any
falfe hopes 1n thefe moments, which, if 1 2m ot mit-

taken, will not more than fuffice for anv werldly or
other concerns, which you may have uvpen your 1nind
to fettle.—Aly mind s full of borror, cried the dtnrr
man, and [ an incapadle of preparing it for decth—1ie
now fell nto an agony, accompamcd with a fhower o
tears; a cordial was adminiftered, and he re ml n
deﬂlcc, \\hen turning to the phvican, wno had his

(44 1*-'1“'{ -
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' fngens L:m his nulte, he eagerly demanded of him,
7 ore Qid not e that blood upon the feet-curtains of
v« riebed. There wasnone to be feen, the phvficia: afl-
L 1.":_::*;:;:‘. Fim; 1t was nothing but a vapour of his fancy.
o et pioinly, faid i\:TITHELs, in tbe fhape of a bu-
‘g "ara’ [ buve becin <ifited with a tremendous appari-
“ rior. As I was Iving fleeplefs in my bed this nighty 1 teck
““ up g ictter of a deceafed friend, to diffipate ceriain thouoi s
“ ybat spade me uneafv, I believed bim to be a great pbi-
¢ jefirkory, ard was converted (o bis opiitons: perfiaded
“ £y Fis argumients and my owon experience that the aafori-viy
< offzirs of this evil world cowd not be adminiflered ly any
« o :)I-f, gufty or provident Leing, 1 bad brougidt wnf If 1o
¢ thiii o fuch Zemg (au[dexﬁ, and that a lzfe, produce. by
' chazesy mift terminate in anmibilation : 1bis 15 the reaf.i-
€ ing of that letter, and fuch were the thoughts I was re-
sy any mindy when the apparition of my dear friend
proinied nfclf before me ; and unfolding the curtains of
comvied, f .»..,d at my feel, loa/cmg earneftly wpon me for o
occifiderable frace of time. My beart funk within me;
: *fﬁ" f1s face was ghaftly, full of borvor, with an exprefficn
“ook o) “weh anguith as I can never deferibe : bis eyes were fixed
oufca ey and at length with a mournful motion of bis bead
. .s.f, aias ! be d:fd WE are d_ft?f(lf eryror——and tak-
fug bid of the curtains with bis band, (book them violently
“ gud ailppeared—This, Iprotef to you, 1 both faw and
“ peardy and lack I wherve the print of bis baid is left in
“orignd upon the curtarns.”

Axtitaevs furvived the relatcn of this vifion very
‘-w hours, and died delirious 1n great agonies.

J2hat a forfuken and difeonfolate creature is a man with-
rolove jfg.fffff !

TrisE eleven examples are fuch as to give but little
¢ ~couragement to any perfon, who has a proper concern
.r his own welfare, to embark, either n the atkeiffic or
o fl:c {chemes.  In thofe cafes, where the confcience was
cvvake, the unhappy men were filled with anguith and
=mzzement mexpreflible.  And in thofe other cales, where
coniclence feemed to be afleep, there appears nothing en-
v:zble n their {itvaton, even upon their own fuppofition,

that
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that there is no after-reckoning.  If to die like an afs 1s 2
privilege, I give them |oy of it! much good may 1t do
them! May I die ike a Cbrz/}m;z, b:zfumg a hope blooming

with immortal expeftaiion: .

Let us turn from thefe horrible inftances of perverted
realon, and take a view of fome more promifing {cenes.

1T, ExampLES of perfons recovered from their INFIDELITY.

« If, ﬁcl;: of folly, I relent, he writes
*“ My name in heav’n,”

12. CuarLes Gipown, author of a book called the
Oracles of Reafum, was convinced of the fallacy of his own
arguments againft religion, and the danger of his fituation,
by reading Lesvie’s Short Method with a Deiff.  He after-
wards wrote a defence of revealed rcligion, entitled, The
Deiff’s Manual, and died n the Chriflian fauth.

13. The late Lorp LittriToNn, author of the Hiffory
of Henry the Second, and his friend Grugert WesT, Efg.
had both imbibed the principles of Unbelief, and had agreed
together to write fomething in favour of Inmfidelity. To
do this more cffeltually, they judged 1t neceffary, firlt to
acquaint themiclves preety well with the contents of the
Bible. By the perufal of thatbnok, however, they were
both convinced of their error; both became converts to
the religion of Curist JEsus; both tock up their pens
and wrote 1n favour of it; the former, his Obfervations or
the Comverficn of St. PALL ; the lateer, hts Obfervations cn
the Refurreftion of CHRIST ; and b"*fh dizd n peace,

4. SIR JoHN PrincgLEe, one of the firft charaters of
the prefent age, though blefed with a religious education,
contracted the principles of Infdeiity, when he came to
travel abroad 1 the world. But as he fcorned o be an
unplicit Believer, he was equally averfe to being an mp.ic:s
Unbelicver. He, therefore, fet himfelf to examine thie prin-
ciples of the Gofpe! of Carict, with all caution and ferivuf-
nefs.  The refult of his inveftigation was, 2 full convicrion
of the divine origical and J.u...'mnty of the (el The

cyvidene



