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uig "'».' {21d, that example has a more powerful
cZ:.. vz 7 othe mind than precept. None can deny that
S -—"j*-c'" table ones. Thev are fuch as every Deiff
=20 crroin e kingdom fhould well confider, before he
VentuTee nie Galvation upon the juftnefs of his own princi-
Cics. I cgual danger, or if any danmr, attended our em-
Erocin 7 the Chr /Ffw 1cntfn€, the Uwefff've: would be 1n a
Crraln qeoree be*lﬁed in with-holding his affent to that
{=“crme : bue ae o/f the hazard is on his fide of the quettion,
1:3:...:1:.9@ furnithes no words to exprefs the extreme folly |

‘rezting religion with levity, much lefs with ridicule and
ccn?:crr.p'-:.

II1. Exampves of dving Chriffians, who bad lived 1n the
pirit of the wworld.

Tiis dall ye Fave of my kand, ye frall lie down in forrow, 1s. 50, 11,

21. Huco Grotrus is faid to have poflefled the bright.
efi oenius ever recorded of a youth in the learned world
ard was a profound admirer, and a daily reader, of the
Sa rea Wrifiigs s yet afier all his attainments, reputation,
ang i2bour 1n the caufe of learning, he was conftramned at
faft to cry out, « Ah! I have confurmed my life 1n a labo-
“ rious deing of nothing !—I would give all my learning
«« 253 honour for the plam integrity of JOHN Urick !

This Joux Urick was a religious poor man, who fpent
e12~t aours of the day in prayer, eight in labour, and but
e:cht in meals, fleep, and othel neceflaries.

"GroTivs had devoted too much of his time to worldly
company, fecular bufinefs, and learned trifles, too little to
the excrcifes of the clofet.  This is forfeking the fountain of
living casers, and bewing out o ourfelves broken cifferis that
can bold -0 water.

22. When Sarmasivs, who was cne cf the meoft con-
fuommaie icholars of his time, came to the clofe of life, he
faw cauic to cxclaim bitterly againft himielf. ¢« Oh!”
faid ke, « I have ioft a world of time! time the moft pre-
‘“ cious thing in the world ! whereot had I but one year

‘“ more,
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« more, it fhould be fpent in Davip’s Pfalms and Pautr’s
« Epiftles!”—Oh! Sirs,” faid he again to thofe about
him, ¢ mind the world lels, and Gop more !”

23. Dr. Samuer Jounson, whofe death made fuch a
noifc a few years ago, was unqueftionably one of the firft
men of the age, and a ferious believer in Jesus Carist all
his days. Mixing, however, too much with men of no
religion, his mind was kept barren of {piritual confolation,
and he was grievoufly haunted with the fear of death
through his whole life. < The approach of death,” fiid
he to a friend, s very dreadful. I am afraid to think on
« that which I know I cannot avoid. It is vain to look
« round and round for that help which cannot be had.
“ Yet we hope and hope, and fancy that he who has lived
 to-day, may live to-morrow.” To another friend he
fad, ¢ He never had a moment in which death was not
“ terrible to him.” On another occafion he declared in
company at Oxford, “ 1 am afraid [ fhall be one of thofe
¢ who fhall be damned—fent to hell, and punifhed ever-
“ Jaftingly.” When this great man, however, atually
approached diffolution, ¢ all his fears were calmed and
‘“ abforbed by the prevalence of his faith, and his truft in
“ the merits and propitiation of Jesus Curist.” He
was full of refignation, ftrong in faith, joyful in hope of his
own [alvation, and anxious for the falvation of his friends.
He particularly exhorted Sir Josuua ReynoLps, on his
dying bed, « to read the Brble, and to keep holy the
Sabbath-dav.”  The laft words he was heard to fpeak
werey, < Gobp blefs you” !

24. Baron HaLLER, a famous Swifs Phyfician, the de-
light and ornament of his country, was at the fame time a
great phuefopher, a profound politician, an agreeable poet,
and more particularly famous for his fkill in botany, anato-
my, and phyfic. During his laft ficknefs he had the ho-
nour of a vifit from Joseps, the late Zmperor of Germany.
Upon his death-bzd, owing, probably, to the variety of his
hterary purfuits, the multiplicity of his engagements, and
the honours heaped uvpon him by the world, he went
through fore conflicts of {pirit concerning his intereft in
“the falvation of the RepecMer., His mind was cloudec,
and




A 2
[ 24 ]
-

-1 s ol ceftiture of comfort.  In his laft moments,
rowever, he expreilcd renewed confidence 1n Gob’s mercy
arovzi Curist, and left the world in peace.

25 Sir Jory Mason, on his death-bed, fpcke to thofe
zpctt him in the mannper following :— I have lived to
“ {ee five princes, and have been privy-counfellor to four
<« ofthem. I have feen the moft remarkable things in
“ foreign parts, and have been prefent at moft ftate-
«« tranfactions for thirty years together; and I have learnt
¢ this after {o many years cxpcnencc-—-That ferioufnefs is
the greateft wifdom, temperance the beil phylic, ard a
¢ oood confcience the beft cftate. And, were I to hie
‘“ again, [ wouid change the court for a cloifter, my p_riw- '
counfellor’s buftle for a hermit’s retirement, and i -
vhole lite I have lived in the palace, for an Lur’s
«« enjovment of Gop in the chapel.”

26. Puirip the Tbird, Amg of Spain, when he drew
near tae end of his days, expreffed his deep regret fora.
carelefs and worldly life in the follow] ing emphatical words: |

—¢ Ah! how happy would it have becn for me, had I\
“ {pent thefe twenty three years, that I have held | /!
‘“ kingdom, 1n a retirement !”’ ,

27. Cardinal Mazarive, one of the greateft ftatefmen
1a Eurcpe, cricd out a httle before his death wita aitontth-
ment and tears :—< Oh! my poor foul! what will be-;
« come of theef Whither wilt thou gof Were I to
¢ hve acram, I would be a capuchm, rather than a
¢« courtier.”’ '

28. Georcr Vivvirrs, Duke of Buckingham, was the
richeflt man, and one of the greateft wits in England, and
yet fuch were his vices and extravagances, that, before he
died, he was reduced to poverty and genera] contempt. In
tiis ﬁtua*lon he was brought to a {enfe of his folly. ¢ How-
«“ ever,” fays he, ¢ I may have acted 1n oppofition to the
« principles of religion, or the diftates of reafon, I can
«“ honeftly declare, 1 have always had the higheft venera-
« tion for both. But, O! what a prodigal have I been o
< that moft valuable of all poffeffions, Z7me? 1 haye
““ fquandered 1t away with a profufion unparallcled ; and

“ row, when the emjoymant of a féw days would be worth
“' ¢ thc
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« the worid, I cannot flatter myfelf with the profpect of
« half a dozen hours.—/#hat a pity that the Hely Writings
« are not made the criterion of true Judgmen:! or that any
«« perfon fhould pafs for a gentleman in this world, but he
‘“ that appears folicitous about his happinels in the next !”

Nothing is {o well calculated to convince us of the vaft
importance of living wholly under the power of the Gof-
7¢, as feeing great and valuable men dying 1n fuch a low,
fneaking, and unworthy manner, as many of the firft
chara&crs of our world have been known to do. The
cafes of Grortius and SaLmasivs, of Jowuison and
Harrer, are mortifying inftances. Great talents, great
lcarning, great celebrity, are all utterly infufficient to Con-
flitute a man happy, and give him peace and confidence in
adying hour. We know the promifes of Gop are all
yea and amey in CHRIsT JEsus: but if the promifes are
fure, and f’croncrly animating, to the proper objeéts ot them,
the threatenings of Gob arc not lefs infallible, and at the’
fame time are cxtremely alarming to the proper objects of
toem. Nothing within the compafs of nature can enable
a man, with the eyes of his mind properly enlightenced,
to face death without fear and difmay, but a &rong con-’
fcrous {enfe, founded on fmpturﬁl evidence, that our fins
are pardoned, that Gob 1s reconciled, and that the j‘udge
of the world is become our friend. |

IV. Exampres of perfons living and dying either with
confidence, or in the full affurance of faith.

Pracious in the fight of the LorD is the death of bis faints. Ps. 116, 13,
Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my laf} end be like bis. Num.,
23. 10, |

29. Joseru Abpisoy, Efq. wasa very able and ele-
aant advocate for the Bible, in hife and death. Juft before
his departure, having fent for a young nobleman nearly
related to him, who rcqucf’tcd to know his dying com-
mands—his anfwer was—¢ See in what peace a Chrifian
“ can die !”

30. Dr, Joun Leraxp, after fpending a long and ex-
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