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At a meeting of the Connelicut State Society of Cincinnati ut the

city of Hartford, Fuly 6th, 4. p. 1802.

VOTED, That Capt. Natnax Beers, be requelted to
wait on M. GENJAMIN SILLIMAN, and prefent him
the thanks of this Society, for hiz Oration delivered before
them this day ; and that the Treafurer be dire¢ted to procure
three hundred copics of the fame for the ufe of the members,.

A true Copy of Record,
JOHN MIX, Secreraxr.
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THE THEORIES OF MODERN PHILOSOPHY IN
RELIGION, GOVERNMENT AND MORALS,
CONTRASTED WITH THE PRACTICAL
SYSTEM OF NEW-ENGLAND.
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AN ORATION.

"I HERE are fow propenfities of the human
mind which folicit indulgence fo {fuccefstully, as
thofc which prompt us to commemosate the anni-
verfaries of illuftrious events, and to eulogife thofe
by whom they were atchieved.

WE return with mournful pleafure to feafons of
darxnels, and kneel wih gratitude, over the tombs
of thofe who have bled for their country. The re-
collection of the events which impelled them to
2thion, tranfports us bacia to the periods, 2nd con-
veys us to the places in which they foupht. We
linger with {trong emotions, on the ground which
has been wet with the blood of our friends ; we
mark the fpot which was once a fcene of carnage,
and furvey, again and again, thie ramparts of war
now covered with verdure.  Our teclings of joy for
the fuccels of our country are almoft fwallowed up
in the ftrong fympathy which we expericnce for the
tufterings and death of fome diftinguithed individual.
Hence the place where WarreN fell will be point-
vd out to the lateft polterity.
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Huwsever grateful it might be to our feelings to
recapitulate the dangers through which we have
paffed, and to celebrate the flertors of our indepen-
wence, we forbear to refume a theme which hay
been already exhaufted, and to tear open the wounds
which time has clofed. While we drop a tear over
thofe heroes who fell in the ftorm of war; remem-
ber with gratitude thole whoni the courfe of nature
has fince called to the grave, and furvey with rev-
erence the worthies who ftill remain, we yield to the
crifis of the times, and pafs from the recapitulation
of dangers which are gonc to the contemplation of
thole which are prefent.

THE Interruption of domeftic happinefs, the ex-
hauftion of public and private wealth, and the im-
menfe tacnifice of lives by which our revolution was
accemplifhed, were efteemed a cheap price for the
prefervation of our ancient privileges, and for the
affurance of future fecurity. For a confiderable
pertiod, our union in private life and energy in
council fecmed to laugh to fcorn the predictions of
our cnemies ; while a progress, aimoft unparalleled,
In wealth, reputation and numbers, rendered lels
improbable the chimerical vifions of pocts and the
drcams of enthufiaftic patriois. A NEwW ERA In
human things was faid to be commenced, and the
ardent lovers of mankind anticipated, with fanguine
confidence, the return of the golden age, and the
commcincement of a glorious millennium.

SucH were the profpetts which brightened upon
the world juft before the evening of the eighteenth
century. Who could have thought that the fun,
which had burft from the clouds with fo much glory,
was /o foon to fet in blood !

A NEw ErRA mIn human things is now indeecd
commenced.

TiaT bold and impious phitofophy, which prora-
tfos the total regeneration of mankind ; which ha:
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fummoned to its banners the millions of Europe,
and founded the charge to univerfal carnage, has
commenced, in this country, the initiatory work
of public corruption, and daily renews 1its labors,
with a zeal not to be dammped, and a fuccefs which
mocks ail oppolition.

A'r fuch a period the erifes of the times, naturally
prefcribes to the orator of the day, the fubject of
difcuffion.

In feafons of common tranquillity, novelty alone
might charm and ingenuity arreft the attention ; but
there are periods when a fcnfe of danger renders
futile every effort to amufe, and the mind 1s faiished,
enly with a ferious and impreflive reprefentaiion,
of the impending ruin, and of the means of efcape.

WE are called upon by this philofophy, to aban.-
don cvery principle which we have learned, every
habit which has been fanctioned by experience, and
everv inftitution which we have denved from our
fathers.

"T'o accomplifh this work of {acnlegious devafta-
tion, a degree of zeal is exerted worthy of a better
caufe, and while the fuccefs by which it 1s attended,
on the one hand, infpires new confidence, en the
other, it excites alarm and doubtful apprehenfion.
Foew even of thofe moft actively engaged, are appri-
fed of the real tendency of the principles which
they advecate, and the fatal effeét of the meafures
they purfue.  In many inftances, honeft in their
vicws, but deluded by fuperior art, they miftake
demagogues lor patricts, and dovaflation for referm ;
while they contiaue to accnmulate forrow and
cutlt for themielves, and ruin for the land which
cove them birchy Like the ox, whofe labor helps
te rear the altar on which himfelf is to bleed, they
are made the victims ot their own credulity, and the
huinble inftruments of thair own deftruction,  But
the crranerons of the new philofophy, fully appri-
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led of the nature of their doctrines, and the effet
of their cxertions, move forward in this impious
enterprife, with a 1ullen intrepidity, which fears no
obftacle and ftarts at no coniequence.

SOMETIMES arrogant, bold and commanding,
they awe the timid into acquiefcence, and with the
tmpofing appearance of talents and dignity, com-
mand the homage of the undifcerning; at other
times, perfuafive, modeft and alluring, they f{teal
upon the heart by the fmoothnefs of adulation, and
delude the mind by glowing piftures of future hap-
pinefs and glory. Addrefling themfelves to the
tears, the ambition, the envy, the avarice, and, uni-
verfally, to the weaknels and corruption of man-
kind, they find the heart prepared to yield before
the underitanding is convinced, and the hand is
ftretched forth to deftroy, even before the victim is
known.

THEe impulfe thus received, is communicated, by
{ympathy, to increafing numbers, until the multi-
tude, ftimulated to madnefs againft thofe whom they
deem their oppreflors, and blindly devoted to their
felf-ityled friends, demand the viétims of thetr fury,
with an importunity not to be denied.

BerorE we yield to a delufion thus complete,
and an impulfe thus uncontrolable ; let us examine,
with fevere {crutiny, the doctrines which we arc
{olicited to believe, and the praftices which we arc
urged to adopt ; and let us compare the cgjoymcnts
which are promifed us, with our real bleflings and
fubftantial happinefs.

For, the contemplated change, when once ac-
complithed will be final :

“ Facilts defcenfus averm
Sed revocare gradum, fuperafque evadere ad auras
t1oe opus, hic labor eft,”
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The defcent to riin is eafy, but to retrace cur fteps
and reach again the light of heaven, is indeed
dificult and laborious.

THis projected reform is not confined to a few
important particulars, but embraces every human
intereft, from the chair of fupreme magiftracy to the
cottage fire-fide. Unconnefted with any fyftem of
faith and politics, it wages war againft every govern-
ment and every religion. Society itfelf is to ftand
upon a new bafis ; government, religion and every
focial inftitution are to be abolithed, and men are
to become immortal by the mere omnipotence of
mind over matter,

Such is the abftract jargon of this new philofo-
phy. Contemptible as it may appear in the eyes of
rational men, it has donc mere, within a given pe-
riod, to deftroy the happinefs of mankind, than the
arms of conquerors, or the ravages of the peftilence.

LeT us therefore delineate its features, and then
compare it with the good, old, practical sysTEM oF
New-EncLanD. Thus, by viewing the two pic-
tures together, we fhall be able to decide which is
beautifui in the corret proportions of nature, and
the modeft fimplicity of religion, and which is dif-
torted in its form, and daubed, like Jezebel of old,
with falfe deceptive coloring.

THE great code of ¢ improved modern ethics,
morality and leguflation® where the do&rines of the
new fchool are drawn out into fyftemy, and gravely
affume the name of philofophy, 1s GobwiN’s ¢ Po-
litical Juftice.” Were not this work of Mr. God-

win® the BiBLE of modern scformers; were not
el § Ehneses-,

* Mr. GODWIN.
[t may pcrbaps feem fupertluous to add any thisg to the
remarks which have been made by different writers upon this
author.  In England, he has been hueted down by the uuited
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his impious, abfurd and abominable dogmas daily
taught in our ftreets, and preached on the houle
fops, an apology might well be demanded for intro-
ducing him again to the public attention. But when
our ALL is at ftake we muft have ¢ line upon line,
and precept upon precept.””  We ar2 bound to ufe
all the arms, which are turnithed by argument and
nidicule, to fcout fuch men from focicty and drive
them into obfcurity and contempt. In this pro-
duchion will be found moft of the principles here
commented upon, while the reft will be drawn from
ephemeral writings, and the colloquial rant of
modern philofophy.

THE efforts of this philofophy are dire¢ted princi-
pally againft ReLicloN and GOVERNMENT, and as
a principal mean in overthrowing thefe, it ftrikes at
the EDUCATION, HABITS and MORALs of private
life. In nopoint do its difciples agree more univer-
fally, than in their enmity to the CrrisTiAN Rk-

e T e

powers of reafoning and ndicule. The writer of the ¢ Pur-
{uits of Literature,” in particular, with great keennefs of wit,
and force of ridicule, has expofed the mmpious theories and
miferable weaknefs of this RepubrLican PuiLosopuER.~—
But it is neceffary that fimilar efforts fhould be made in this
country alflo. Gopwin is riad and admired, by all that clafs
of citizens who arrogate to themfelves the title of Repuseri-
caN. How far they merit this appellation, may bef! be learu-
ed from the bumility, moprratioy and difintereflednc/s by which
their leaders are fo much diftinguithed. The principles ot God-
win’s ¢ Political Juftice,” if carried 1ato full ¢flect in this coun-
try, would make the UniTep States, what Fravce has
heens a NATION Of RAVISHERS, ASSASSINGS and PREDATORY
wARRIORS. [t is therefore a facred duty to expofc his mifer-
able dogmas to that contempt which they deferve. It is not
difficult to conceive why bad men thould be his advocates.
But it 13 really more than even charily can du to acquit both
the beads and the hearts of Mr. Godwin’s difeiples.  "They arc
at liberty to take their choice of cither part ot the alternative.

Asa finc writer, Mr. Godwin’s pretenhons ought never to
be mentioned. He is obfcure, diffule and frigid ; dull, torm:
and abftract.
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LicloN, and to the dominion of him who bled on.
CaLvary. For, it is totally hoftile to that pride
of intelle€, and impatience of control, by which
they are uniformly charalterized, and the doctrines
which it inculcates are direétly oppofed to moft of
their favorite tenets. Hence, the deftruétion of
Chriftianity is an objeét of primary importance, for
it ftands in the very veftibule of modern improve-
ment, armed with the rwo-edged fword of THE AL
MIGCHTY.

THae bible is faid to exhibit a falfe picture of the
numan charalter. In the language of philofo-
phiflm : Man is not naturally depraved, but inno-
ceént.’ Inclinedto virtue, and warm in the purfuit
of '’knowledge, religionand focial inftitutions have
ferved only to corrupt his primeval innocence, and
to cramp the energies of his intelleét. Left to him-
{elf, he would inftinctively foar to the brighteft re-
gions of virtue and the moft glorious heights of un.
derftanding. Nay, perpetually progrefling in the
. endlefs carcer of perfectibility, he would eventually
fupercede the neceflity of flecep; fubdue the domin-
ion of paffion, and, by the mere energy of mind,
baffle the attack of every difeafe, and triumph over
thc KING oF TERRORs. Not only does the bible
give a falfe account of the powers of the human
mind, and thc propenfities of the human hcart,
but the virtues which it inculcates are faid to be
mean awd felfith. It commands its difciples to do
rood to thofe who are within their reach ; to relieve
the diftrefled wandcrer in the ftreets, and vifit the
prifoner in his dungeon ; and not merely to fay < be
yc warmed and filled,”” but to perform the dved of
charity, and leave the event to heaven.

BuTt modern philanthropiits tcel no particular at-
tachments, and exercife no particular benevolence,
With ¢ a certain cold-bloodd indiffercnce to all the
meld, piovs and henorable feclings of our commen

B
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nature,”’ they {purn the mifery which lies imploring
at their feet, but glow with philanthropy to future
generations. Extending their views to diftant
worlds and fyftems, they overlook ¢¢ this little {pot
which men call earth.”  "Their benevolence is ex-
haufted upon beings who do not exift ; they burn to
relieve thofe who are confcious of no oppreflion ; and
long to bound over cceans, and to traverfe conti-
nents, in fearch of fuflerings unredrefled, and inju-
ries unavenged. They weep over a dying afs, but
fhout at the decapitation of a kung. The imphcit
fubmiflion of the Turk, and the apathy of the Chi-
nefe, call fortha flood of tears, while the bleeding
trunks around the guillotinc, the {moking ruins of
ravaged countries, and the carnage of flaughtered
armies, awaken a horrid joy at the progrefs of liberty.

AFrrecTION for our parents, brothers, fifters and
friends, is profcribed by Mr. Godwin as the refult
of prejudice, and an offence to the principles of juf-
tice. The true cofinopolite fecls no gratitude, for
he has no attachmcnts.  He prefers “ no human
being to another becaule that being i1s his father,
wife or foni, but becaufe for realons which equally
apply to all underitandinzs that being 1s entitled 1o
preference.””  Thus a theoretical candor, a cold cal-
culation of merit, is to exp:l from the breaft every
tender and amiable focling. Thoie to whom we
owe our being, our cducation, and the feeds of ev-
ery virtue, muft bc abandoned to want, difeafe and
death, while a vifionary philanthropy impels us to
feck objects of fancicd worth, whom we never have
feen, and to whom we owe no obligation. The
{eriptural account of rewards and punithments is
hooted at by Mr. Godwin and the whole band of
demoralizing fophifts.  The former direétly prefers
“the liberal gods of pagan theology ; thofe pliant de-
itics, whofc morality could give no offenccto the
moft eaty voluptuary, and whofe mylterious ntc.
cnjoined no mortifyine penance upon human pre.
penfitics. :
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WEeLL may we fuppole that the corruptors of the
univerfe, the affafins of human virtue and happi-
nefs, would wilh to cfcape the {crutiny of him
whofe eyesare ¢ as a flamc of fire,’’ and the retri-
butions of thole torments ¢ whofe fmoke afcend-
eth forever and ever.”’

A rar diffcrent remuneration is propofed by them
to perlevering virtue ; in the good opinion of a
world, whofe fhouts of applaufe are often beftowed
upon fuccefsful villany ; while the hifs of contempt
and the pointed finger of fcorn are the reward of
inflexible retitude.

BuT if the code of modern philofophy were
harmlefs in other refpets, Mr. Godwin, in his
chapter upon promifes, has difpatched all moral ob-
ligation at a fingle ftroke. Hear his own words -
“ I have promifed to beftowa fum of money upon
fome good and rcfpetable purpofe. 1n the interval
between the promife and my fulfilling 1t, a greater
and nobler purpofe offers iticlf, and calls with an
imperious voice tor my co-operation.  Which ought
Ito prefer ? That which bett deferves my preierence.
A promife can make no altcration in the caje. 1 ought
to be guided by the intrinfic merit ot the objects,
and not by any external and forcign confideration.
No engagements ol mine can change therr intrinfic
claims.”

Tins is, unqueflionably, a very conventent mode
of paying a debt; nor necd we wonder that col-
mopolites are very partial to fuch meraiity when it
frees them, at once, from the impertinence of fher-
ifls, and the tyranny of courts of juftice. It is pe-
culiarly convenient tor thofe gencrahizing philoto-
piers, whole time is fo much devoted to the care of
the univerfe, that they have none lett to beftow on
the fordid employments of induitry, and the felfifh
avocations of family good.  Butia a fcnous view
how excerable Is fucha  reacher of morality—how
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contemptible fuch a philofopher ! Thefe are ¢ thy
Gods, O Ifrael !”

Surcipe 1s juftified Ly this writer. He would
think 1t rather unphilofophical to deftroy one’s own
life merely to avoid fome perfonal evil. Butif the
genera! good demands fuch a meafure, it is the high-
eft inftance of difintercited heroifm. If the gene-
ra/ good, a phantom before which ail particular
bappincfs vanithes, requires that an innocent man,
known to be fuch, fhould be tortured, the torture
muft be inflitted. Thus the good of the whcle con-
fifts in the mufery of the parts, and the felicity of
the univerfe is confiftent with the wretchednefs of
every individual which it contains.

BuT an evil, refulting from religion, which ex-
cites the moft lively folicitude in the breafts of thefe
gentlemen, 15, that it maintains an order of men,
who, in this country, poflefled of the flendereft
means of {upport-—remote from the fcenes of ambi-
tion, and wholly engrofled in doing good to man-
kind, acre fhill defcnbed as plotting the moft nefari-
ous defigns againft the ftate, and burning with luft
of power and hatred to hberty. Enemies to the
gods of modern philofophy, they pay no worfhip at
their {hrines, and offer no incenfe on their altars.
Hofhle to that total dereliction of principle, which
affumes the name of liberality of fentiment ; to that
boaftful philanthropy, which flows from the motft
exclufive felfithnefs ; and to that raging love of lib-
erty, which fprings only from a perfcét impatience
of control ; they affert with firmnefs the principles
which they believe ; inculcate that love of mankind
which is confiftent with affeCtion for our friends and
our country, and advocate that rational liberty which
15 allied to fhrmnefs, energy and order. Hence
their days are numbered by the gcnius of reform,
and the hand-writing on the wall has already marked
them out for deftruction. As preparatory to a con-
fummation fo devoutly to be withed, their character:
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muft be covered with infamy ; the protetion of fo-
ciety withdrawn ; all contra@ts and laws for their
fupport annulled, and, if coniempt and poverty
cannot fink them to the grave, they muft then be
offered up to appeafe the incenfed deity of revo-

lutions.

Tuus religion muft be difcarded, its altars and
temples thrcwn down, its minifters driven from fo-
ciety, or configned to the exccutioner, and all {fenfe
of moral obligation banifhed from the breaft, belore
mankind can enjoy the blefiings of that equality,
which fecks only the lzevel of delolation, the difmal
independence of the grave ! ¢ Be aftonithed O ve
heavens at this, and’ thou, O earth, ¢ be hornibly
afraid !”’

IT was not to be expected that men who thus de-
fy the omnipotence of heaven, {hculd feel any fcru-
pies in laying violent hands upon COVERNMENT.
But confidering mankind as not yet nipe for that con-
fummation of philoiophical retorm, which is 10
fweep every inftitution, licrary, civil and religious,
from the face of the world, they are contented for
the prefent, to impair the encrgy of government by
little and little ; thus inducing a gradual dechne
which mutft finally end in diffolution.

THEIR firft pofition is that all naticns are capable
of ¢njoying liberty.  Thebrutifin of the Hottentot,
and the prejudices of the Hindu form no obftacle
to this favorite theory. Virtue and infermation are
not ncceffary to the cexiftence of rational freedom ;
licentioufnefs is Liberty ; and rapine and murder are
among the rights of man. Conicious that all gcod
men will cppofe their de@nncs,no arts are tee low—
no {ycophancy is tco abjet to fecure the applaufe of
the populacc, that they may marihal them in hoflility,
againft the wealth, the dignitv and the virtue of fo-
ciety. Hecnce that fenfclefs jargen which preciaims
the will of the people as paramount to all laws,
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human and divine, In fettling the conftitution of a
country, it is allowed that this wwill, afcertaired in
the molt corret manner, muf: be the determining
power. Butin framing and adminiftering laws, un-
der a conftitetion already forined, the duty of a ru-
ler compels him to duregard the popular clamor.
'T'he man who directs his political condu& by any
other rule than the dictates of his own breaft, com;
mits himfelf to the winds and the waves. The
fame capricious populace, who bow the knee before
him, to-day, may burn him in efgy, or in perfon,
to-morrow. If itisthe duty of a ruler to contra-
vene the will of the people, when it is founded up-
ona miftaken or partial view of the {ubject; when
calumny has cxcited {ufpicion where confidence
ought to have been repofed 5 and the people, thus
deluded, are urging thetr governors to ruinous meal-
ures ; how much more is it his duty when the ciam-
ors and falfchoods of a few men, feeking honor and
confidence, are trumpeted thro the nation as the

voice of the pecple!

Bur demagogues, inceflantly proclaiming them.
felves the friends of the prople—exalt their preten-
ded will into a law too holy to be qucftioned, too
terrible to be refifted. Affluming the humble ftyle
of fzrvants of the people, they foothe their mafters
with [uch agreeable tales of defalcators deteéted, abu-

[és reformed, cconomy of the public moncy, and uni-
verfally of the moft tender and difinterefted regard

to their happinefs, that they foon become the idols
ot popular devotion.

Mr. GopwiINremarks : * It 1s extremely prob-
able that a national aftembly, chelenin the ordinary
torms, is juft as wwuch empowered to change the
rundamendal laws, as to change any of the leaft 1m-
portant branches of legiflation,”

“ Give us equality and juftice,” he cries, ¢ but
o constiTuTIon.” How monftrous 1s fuch a
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doCtrine ! If alegiflature, the creature of the con-
ftitution, may alter or annul any pazt of that inftru-
ment which gives them beingr, where is the fecunity
againft a popular defpotifm ¢ Yet fuch is the doc-
tvine, and fuchis the practicc of modern innovators.
When we hear this inceflant appeal to the will of the
people by men whole aims we know to be exclufive-
ly felfith, and fee them rife by thefe means to vealth
and power, how can we refrain from pitying the ftu-
pidity of the multitude, or from exccrating the vil-
lany of thofe who deceive them'!

Onk of the molt plaufible but fatal dogmas of
philofchifmy, is, that all gpinions are perfectly harm-
lefs and innocent. No matter what a man thinks ;
fincenity is every thing. 'I'he facred liberty of tho’t
and fpeech will be infringed, if any difference be
made between one man and another, cn account of
opinions which they entertain.  Every manis under
obligations to fociety to proclaim without referve all
the opinions, and to exprels all the fentiments of his
mind. Itis truethat religion, government, public
morals and private charater may fufter, but thisisa
triing facnfice to Lberty of opinion. No injury
can be cventually fuftained, fortruth is emaipoten:
and will finally prevail.  Befides, opinions hiave no
influence upon praftice. A man’s condué? rauft be
the only criterion of our confidence or fufpicion.
In other we ds, the command of an army may f{afe-
ly be given 10 a eeneral who, altho his conduct has
hitherto been faithful, ftill believes it no crime 1o
change fides 3 or you may travel with fafety i com-
pany withone whofe foeculative opinions authorifc
both robbery and mirder, fince he has nover been
guilty of cither,  Is not this the fame thing as to @ -
fert, that a man with bad principles or with none, is
worthy of confidence equalls with ene of reficious
firmnefs ¢ What is opinien but a {coled rule of ac-
tion 5 how then canit be indifferaia 7 Have we v

'

tight to conclude thut a sian is bettor than he proict
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fes himfelf to be? Away then with an idea fo fenfe.
tefs and abfurd ! It is fit only for knaves and fools.

ANOTHER dotrine, belonging to the fame fami-
ly, is, that libels are to be tolerated and even en-
couraged, becaufe they tend to promote a fpirit of
freeinquiry. This isa principle coolly advanced by
Mr. Godwin, and moft faithfully praltifed by the
pupils of the new Ichool. Hence fuperior talents,
elevated {tation and approved fidelity excite no ef-
te>m in their breafts and produce no external ref-
peCt. Every man who is thus diftinguifhed, becomes
the objett of unrelenting caiumny ; grofs falfehvods
are framed and no means are left untried to cover
him with infamy. Purfued into every private retreat,
and every abode of demeftic quet, even the abdi-
cation of office, and the renunciation of the pur-
fuits of ambition are reforted to in vain, to appealc
the fpirit of flander. Thus the poft of honor be-
comes eraphatically a private ftation.  Talents, pat-
riotim and long-tried fidelity are driven into privatc
life, while the calumniator feizes upon the ipoils of
him whom he has traduced. Such are the effects of
that {pirit of licentious flander which covcrs itfelf
under the name of free inquiry. But dcmagogues,
when once clevated to the chair of magiftracy, and
invelted with the robes of office, fhrink from the
touch of the wand of truth, as Satan from the
{pear of Ithuriel.* Free inquirv then becomes

——nulll-§ {Emmt.

* SPEAR ofr ITHURIEL.
The admirers of Milton w1l feel the force of the allulion.
They will remember that Satan s reprefented as

¢ Squat like a toad clofe at the car of Eve,
Aflayiog by his devilith art to reach

The organs of her fancy........

Him thusintent, Ithuricl with his {pear
‘Touch’d liﬁhtly s fur ro falfehsod can endure
Teuen of celeftial temper, but return:

Of force to its oqun likenefs : up he flarts
Dudeover’d and furpns’d.””
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““ oppugnation and difrefpect,”” and ° treafon” is crie
ed at every corner.

WeE will not dwell upon thc idea, often foberly
advocated, that fupenior talents and worth juitly ren-
der a public ofhcer the fubject of fufpicion. The
obvious refult, that fools and knaves poflefs the
higheft qualifications for officc muft excite a bluth
otg confufion even upon the hardencd face of modern.
philofophy. Nor does the doctrine, that jealoufy is
the vital principle of freedom, and that public offi-
cers become villains, ¢f courfe, merit a ferious refu-
tation, however corre¢t the principle might be
when applied in particular inftances. Ir no way,
do modern reformers addrefs themfclves more fuc-
cefsfully to the paffions of the people than by affec-
ing a great concern for public economy. Hence
armics arec difbanded and navies dilmantled ; the
tron barriers of war are broken down, or {uflered to
fall into ruins, and ufeful offices are abolifhed, 2ad
inftituiions of national dignity deftroyed, lett ex-
penfe fhould be incurred for their fupport. The
accumulation of wealth in the public cofters is faid
to afford only a temptation to wanton conqueft
and unprovoked aggreflion. Hence the public reva
cnues muft be reduced to the lowe poflible limit,
left the people thould be opprefled with taxes, or the
government, like Jefhurun of old, waxing fat in
profperity, fhould court the dublous chances of war.
‘Thus the government muft be fed upon meagre
diet, and the fources which fuftain its vital energy
muit be cut off, left a fuperfluity of health fhould
excite to alts of wanton excefs. Like the unfortu-
nate patient, who, to avoid a fever, has been flarved
into a confumption, it maintzins a doubtful exift-
ence, {till lingering onward to ihc grave, equally
unable to moleft its enemies, or protect its friends.
How degraded muft be the character o1 a nation
goverred upon fuch principles; how cheap a con-

C
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Papapy

queft would it afford to the arms of a warlike and
adventurous people !

Forelen commerce is alfo a fubjet which excites
peculiar folicitude in the minds of thefe feif-ftyled
friends of mankind. Agriculture muft be the only
employment. No {treaniers muft be hung in Indian
fkies, and no fleets {pread their fails to the tropical
winds ; along our coafts muit be feen “no galley
with oars. neither fhall gallant fhip pafs thereby.”
At the mercy of every naval power, our ports muft
be left expoled to every attack, and our commodi-
ties to decay upon the hands of ti:c hufbandman.
A liftlefs calm muft fuccced to the ahvity of bufi-
nefs, and national poverty to national wealth.

ONE would fuppofe that the peaceful feats of fci-
ence, remote as they are from the whirl of politics,
mught weli have efcaped the general condemnation.
But the falt is far otherwife. Mr. Godwin pro-
nounces an exterminating lentence againft every
literary inftitution, which has the leaft tendency to
perimanenice.  Such inftitutions are faid to fhackle
the mind with formal dulnefs and {cholaftic pedant-
ry ; the march of the underftanding is impeded,
and the extravagant fallies of intelle&, boldly ad-
venturing into new and unexplored regions, are
prevented by prefcribed limits.

BuT we haften to the grand epoch of politica:
reform. Before this epoch arrives, all coercion is,
by degrees, to be abolifhed. Mr. Godwm declares
that punifhment is coercion, and is therefore hoftile
to the progrefs of mind. Hence he gravely tells us
that the robber who demands our puric, and the
murderer who attempts our life, muft not be refift-
ed by force, but difarmed by the efforts of rcalon.
When the human mind has marched a certain dil-
tance on the high road of perfetibility, the expref-
fion of the countenance, the force of the gefture and
the tone of the voice will give fuch majelty to truth
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that the affaffin, convited by a fingle effort of mind,
will drop his dagger and forego his felonious pur-
pcfe.  All neceflity tor punifhment will thus be {u.
perceded, and therefore it will be abolithed. Pro-
perty will be fhared, in equal portions, and of courle,
all the laws which now guarantee its individual
poflefhion will fall to the ground. Oaths of aliegi-
ance, religious tefts, and oaths as the inftruments of
inveftigation in courts of jultice, are a {pecies of
coercion. Hence their abolition will be one omen
of the political millennium. In the affeting words
of the philofopher himfelf: ¢ the beauty of a fim~
ple and eafy integrity’’ will fupercede the coercive
and tyrannical obligations of an oath.

When contemplating the rapid march of mind
our philofopher concludes, that ¢ hereafter it 1s by
no means clear that the moft extenfive operations
may not be within the reach of onc man, or 10 make
ufc of a familiar inftance, that a plow may nct be
turned into a field and perform its officc, without
the need of fuperintendence !! !”

BuT paffing over a number of fubordinate im-
provements, we are now arrived at the great cone
fummation of philofophical rcform. The human
intele® has made fuch an aftonifhing progrefs in
knowledge, which is only another name for virtue,
that injuftice is excerminated from the world. The
omnipotence of mind over matter has bznifthed dif-
eafe and bound the king of terrors in eternal chains ;
felfithnefs is fwallowed up in univerfal philanthro-
py 5 the carth is fully pcopled and men have
fubdued the empirc of paflion; no monopoly of
property, friendfhip or love; no religion and no
inftitutions of commerce or fcience. . The purfuit
of juftice and knowiedge empleys every faculty and
cnlifts every propentfity ; diftinctions of family and
country are fergotten, and the geographical himits of
nations are no longer known or regarded. At this
crifts, civil government is to be abolihed, and all
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men committed to their own diretion. Then the
human race will fing hallelujahs to theoretical phi-
lofophers, and plant the immortal tree of liberty on
the graves of mouldering tyrants.

BerorEe the dawn of this aufpicious era, a total
revolution in the manners, morals and purfuits of
PRIVATE LIFE mult be accomplithed. Hence, the
benevolent refo:mers of mankind have condefcended
to.employ their talents upon the moft trivial con-
cerns of the domeftic circle, and the minuteft
branches of education. We will not enlarge upon
the impious project of the abolition of marriage. It
has often called forth the moft deferved execration.
Suflice it to fay, that marriage is declared to be ¢ a
law and the worlt of all laws”-——¢¢ a property and
the worft of all properties”—¢¢ the moft odious of all
monopohes,” and we are affured that its abolition
will be attended with no bad eftefts. With an in-
fulting compolure, Mr. Godwin goes on to declare,
that it is no matter in fuch a ftate of fociety whether
the true father of every individual child is known,
that fuch knowledge is of no importance, and that
the abolition of fir-names will be accomplifhed at no
very diftant period. The prattical adoption of thefe
1deas alone would deltroy every comfort and every
virtue, and render fociety one great {cene of violenc,
poliution and murder.

BuT from a pi¢ture fo horrible we turn with dif-
guft. On a former and fimilar occafion, it has
been prefented to your view with a ftrength of col-
oring which does not need the afliftance of new
tints to heighten the horror of its fhades.

No pubiic or private inftruction is to be afforded
to children.  Their minds mult be left unprepoffef-
fed by any 1deas, clpecially in morals and rcligion,
until the maturity of their own intelle@s fhall ena-
ble thera to diftinguith truth from falfehood. Preju-
dice 15 aflerted to be the great cnemy of mankind.
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Hence every doftrine muft be rejeéted as abfurd
the nature of which is incomprehenfible. Hence
the king of Siam when he laughed in the face of
the Hoﬁander, who told him that the nivers of his
native country were, during one feafon of the year,
fo hard that loaded carriages could pafs on their fur-
faces, undoubtedly evinced that he was as iOOda
philofopher as Mr. Godwin himfelf. But philofo-
phifts, difregardin;i a thoufand analogical fafts in
which they themfelves admit the truth of things
which they do not underftand, ftill continue to ar-
raign before the tribunal of their own wifdom the
reafonablenefs of God’s word and providence. No
one, for inftance, can cxplain the connefion be-
tween volition and agency, and, univerfally the con-
netion between caufe and cffe€t. Yet every phi-
lofophift believes that he can move a limb when he
wills it, or if ke plants, that a crop will fucceed.
But ftill 1t 1s contended that the human nmind ought
to be left entirely to its own dire€tion ; no morals
muft be taught and no religion inculcated, left the
cfforts of parents and inftructors fhould plant the
feeds of prejudice.

ITere allo, as in civil governinent, coercion is ty-
ranny. Children muft not be reproved, reftrained o
corre€ted.  They muft grow up like ¢ the wild
afles’ colt’’ without morals, without {cience, with-
out religion and without natural affeétion. A race
of beings, thus, fprung up fpontanceufly, and fuf-
fered to grow without culture and to fhoot without
pruning, would form a true celmopoiitical republic.
Rather let me fay, they would be tiends in human
torm, and the guilt and mifirics of hell would be
cxperienced on thus fide the grave,

But the moft affeGting changes contemplated in
private Life are to be accomplifhed upon that fex
whele native  character is poculiarly abhorrent fiom
the abominations of this ¢ vain philofophy.””  Here
Pappily, we have a female philefopher to carry the
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torch before us, and to enlighten the multy paths
through which we mutt tread. To that woman who
afterwards becane the mifirefs and then the wife of
Mr. Godwin, is the world indebted for that fingu.
lar production, which was defigned to regenerate
the female fex, and to excite in them a J:E regard
to the imjured *“ RioHTs oF WoMEN.” It your
pattence were not already exhaufted, ftill decency

would forbid a complete delineation of the features
of that painted harlot, which Mifs Wolltonecratt®
has exhibited as a model for the imitation of her
{fex. Polluted herfelf, and loft to every fecling of
delicacy, and every fentiment of virtue, no one
could have been more happily felected to becone
the Camilla of modern philofophy, and to lead 1its
Amazonian legions.  Adopting, in their tull ex-

4

tent, the dorines which have been defenbed, fhe

w =l § W~

* MARY WOLSTONECRAFT.

The charming tale which Mr. Godwin has told, in his mem.
oirs of the life of this affertor of the ¢ Rights of Women,”
ought at once, to feal in filence the tongue of every lady who
would otherwife be iuclined to advocate the caule of Mils Wl
lonecraft. But we are not inclined to judge fevercly.  Prob.
ably Mifs Wolltonccraft’s writings have been read by many of
her own fex without any very ferous ferutiny into their moraAL
TENDENCY. But it ought not to he concealed that they are
calculated to give vice that degree of brifliancy, which fhall
enable it to look virtue out of countenance. fndecd, indeed,
how ought the dignity of female virtue to ¢ fpurn at the ofh-
cious interference’”’ of a merc courtezan § a woman who laughs
at that timidity which fhrinks from a violation of the laws of
chaftity. But we trult that tic dignified virtue and fur:rim
intelligence of Amcrican ladies will fuon pronounce a final con-
demnation upon this ¢ vindication” of the crimrs of a fiuyle
~LOOMIaN.

Were it ncceffary to recommiend an antidote we fhould feel
proud in mentionng Mifs More’s Striures on Female Edu.
cation. Let any lady who has been deluded for a moment,
hv Mary Wolltonccraft, perufe this admirable work of M.[s
More, and fhe will at once feel and acknowledge

.................. “ How awful goodnefs 1s.......

Virtuc m her fhape how lovely.”...........
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made it her careto apply them to her own fvx, and
to fill up every deficiency from the refources ot her
own underftanding. Difdaining the quiet of domef-
tic peace and the employments of family induitry,
fhe holds out to her female difciples ¢ a wild inde-
pendence,” a chimerical dignity, which would lead
them to the fcenes of popular debate and the ficld
of military glory.

CoNnTEMPTUOUSLY rejeting the idea of depend-
cnce on man, fhe fpurns at his tendernefs and re-
nounces the neceflity of that union, which fanétified
by rcligion, and cemented by affection, alone can in-
fure the fafety of women and the exiftence of fo-
ciety. With the fame ¢ cold blooded indifference’
which uniformly marks the difciples of the new
fchool, fhe ftrikes out from her Lft of virtues
not only the peculiar delicacies of the female char-
ater, but all the common decencies of life.—
Sneering at modcfty and cmulating all the mafculine
?ualitics, fhe difcards every thing teminine, etther in

eelings, manners, drefs or cmplovment; and hifts
the flandard of rebellion equally againft every re-
ftraint of nature and fociety. She fces in philofo-
phic vifior the glorious heroine of fome future
Marathon® and the laurel of fome future Elisi
borne off in triumph by a female combatant. When
we refle®t that fuch are to be the companions of
modern philofophers in the laft periods. of human
perfeétion, we can no longer doubt that the proge-
ny will be continued to the confuinmation of time.
‘Thele arc fome of the leading traits of that {yflem
of temale philofophy, which i co-operation witl

—T L 5

* MARATIION.

Qur claflical readers <wvill vemembor the decediud battle fougat
at that place between the Greeas and Perduans.

+ FLIS,

The plice where the Olympie games were  colebraada
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the_efforts of, Mr..Godwin, and his difciples, is de-
figned to accomplith the total overthrow of human
virtue:and happinefs, Let the female admirers of
the: ¢ Rights of Women,’” perufe this prodution
once, more. with a ferious view to its influence on the
delicacy and wirtue of their fex, and they will join
in ratifying. its condemnation, however they haye. .
been deluded by the profpe of future independence
and dignity, or dazzled by the falfe brilliancy of a
- ftyle; which is deftitute of correétnefs and tafte, and

bedizened' with the gaudy colors of a diftempered

L

imagination.

‘Havine now exhibited the moft prominent fea-
tures of the new philofophy, and noticed the changes
which it 18 deftined to accomplifh in the great inter-
efts of mankind, religion, government and the hab-
its, of private life, we will briefly contraft thefc
vifionary fcencs with the actual ftate of fociety
New-England, and the caufes by which that ftate has
been produced. '

Havinc been led by the delufive metcors-of
falfe philofophy through a progrefs fo comfortlefsand
tcrril%)(ing, how agrecable is it to walk once more-in.. -
the clear and fteady light of reafon,” experience and |
religion, and to conteimnplate fcences {3_1}51'5 all is real,

fubftantial and fatisfying ! o am

. ‘ . e ‘
Tue propofed contraft, has, probably, been al-
ready in fome meafure, anticipated in the minds of
my. audience. -

THE founders of the happinels of New-England
ercéted their ftate of fociety upon the fure balis ot
religion. They affumed for their guide that great
moral code, which, in the words of an cloquent
writer was ¢ once delivered and ratified by him
who knew what was in man.”......** In that codcall is
praticable, all virtue is founded in mercy, kindnels,
benevolence and comfort, alike to him that gives
and him that takes. Tiere man plants, and God,



not man, gives the increafe; there we find no wild
{uppofition-"of an interelt which cannot be dcfcrib-
ed, ag 1t does Not exXil joceicvirirarircnncnrsnesnroneenens
that revelation was given unto man in a manner
at once clear and perfpicuous, pure and unmixed,
uniform and confiftent, perfuafive and convincing,
powerful and authoritative, in the name and in the
majeflty of Him whe 15 from everlafting to everlaft-
ing, THE ALmiciiTy.”  QOur anccltors learned
from their bibles and their experience that man is
naturally depraved and ignorant, conftantly prone
to vice and to error.  IHence they believed that re-
higious inftrution, both public and private, 1s indif-
penfible to the exiftence of a well ordered fociety.
'The facred pages were therefore prefented to the
infant, before the tongue could diftinétly pronounce
the words of divine truth ; and in his future progrefs,
the child was made familiar with every part of the
infpired writings.  The example and converfation
of parents and fuperiors cncouraged a refpeét for
religion,  Hence it became the {ettled habit of the
man, and branched out mto all his condudt.

i . BuT the venerable fathers of New-Lngland did
nof: reft contented with private mftrution alone.
The regular;-eftablithment of public worfhip; a
decent-and fure fupport to the minifters of religion ;
the flrict obfervance of the fabbath ; and the guar-
dianfhip of public morals, were among the carlieft
obje€ls of their attention.  Whatever objections may
be urged againil fome of our ancient laws upon the
fubject of religibn ; the fyftem as it now tands, ought
to command  univerfal approbution.  That fyflem
uniting the {trictefl juftice with the molt perfect lib-
crality, obliged cvery man to contribute a certain
portion of his property to the lupport of religion,
while it leaves him to the feleétion of his own princi-
ples and mode of worthip, as well as the minilter
upon whom he will befiow his money. "Thus liberty

1)
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of confcience 1s left unviolated, while the regular
fupport of religious inftitutions is effe€tually fe-
cured.

Our fathers were not theoretical philofophers.
They did not therefore inquire whether truth is com-
petent to fight its own battles, nor whether it is an
oftence to the omnifcience of the human mind to
hold up to its view the mirror of revelation and ex-
perience.  But knowing that religion makes men
better fathers, hufbands, rulers and citizens, they felt
and acknowledged the cobligation to provide for its
permanent fupport. Indeed no mind, which has
not been corrupted by philofophifin, could poffibly
confider the maintcnance of public worfhip by law
as a tyranny, while it readily affents to the demands
of the ftate for othcer purpofes of public utility.
Legiflators may compel focieties and individuals to
build bridges, and conftrut roads, to purchafe arms
and perform military duty, but they may not afford
them the means of becoming good menin this world
and {famnts in the next. We find it enacted among our
carhieft laws that every man fhall attend public wor-
fhip con the fabbath, and keep for the ufe of his fam-
ily, a ftatute book and a bible. However {neering
folly or miftaken liberality may have ridiculed thefc
pnmitive habits, it i1s certain that to the prevalence
of fuch idcas and practices we muft impute our prel-
ent happy ftate of fociety.

Conscrous that religion cannot exert its mofi
powerful influence over fociety without public min-
ifters to inveftigate and declare its dotrines, and to
recommend it to the the world by an amiable and
Chriftian life, they carly felected, fettled, honored
and fupported a learnced and pious clergy. "Thelc
men were confidered not as the enemics of public
liberty, but the guardians of public morals, the di-
rectors of fouls to heaven, the endearing friends
of private life, and the patterns of private virtue.
They were fought as the agreeable and inftructive
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companions of the family circle, the wife counfel-
lors of youth and agc, the firm defenders of public
liberty and the beft carthly comforters in the dread-
ful moment of diflolving nature. Indeed we may
well appeal to the conviction of every one prefent,
and afk whether this has not been the charatter of
the New-England clergy from the beginning to the
prcefent hour.  What opinion muit we then form
of a caufe which attempts to compafs fucccls by ftig-
matizing this venerable order as the encmics of lib-
certy and of their country ? ‘¢ Ye fhall know them by
their fruits.”” Let modern philofophy produce from
its fchools fuch examples of public and pnvate
virtue, or point out the individuals among the cler-
¢y whofe accomplifhments in vice may juftly claim
a competition with thofe of its own difciples, and we
will readily join in driving thew from fociety. But,
until this 1s done, we cannot ceafe to

¢ Vencrate the man whofe heart is
Whote hands are pure, whofe doctrine
Comcident, exhibit lucid proof
'That he 1s houell i the facred caufe.”

I,
whole Lifs

'The influence of religion and of 1ts mnufters pro-
duced the moft  happy eftects in every departiment
of focicty. The fabbath was honored ; the fanctu-
ary frequented, and the people literally carried much
of the fabbath into the week with them.  Open and
unblufhing vice was rarely found ; and if it exifted
in any folitary inftance, was forced to reform, or at
leaft to aflume a decent extertor. Men did not then
clory in thetr fhame; pollution was no. openly
practiled i the  fight of this fin,” nor did frefls
laurcls of fame flourith on the head of the hoary
adulterer. 'The Chriftian virtues {prung up fponta-
neouily in the lite, and were exhibited in the condudt,
No fighs were wafted upon imaginary diftrefs 3 no
tears were fhed for China or Japan ; but mifery
was relieved wherever s was found, and brothers,
filters and friends were preferred to {trangers. Hav.
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ing never heard of the endlefs perfetibility- of man.
and. of the omnipotence of mind over matter, the
fathers of New-England. believed themfelves erring,
mortal and -accountable beings. Hence they en-
deavored tolead a life of Chriftian- virtue, patiently
waiting for the recompenfe of reward. |

..SucH habits naturally formed them to become
the beft {ubje&s of the wile, rational and free gov-
ernments which they eftablifhed. As they came in-
to the world before the era of Godwin, Condor-
cet and Paine, they gave credit to the voice of hif-
tory and the declarations of their bibles, as the beft
evidence then in being concerning the charatter of
man. - They therefore believed that a vigorous civil
government was neceflary to reftrain the fattious,
and a fyftem of inftruction to inform the ignorant.
In their inftitutions, all was real, praical and ufel
ful. No calculations were made, no theories- were
formed concergig g remote  generations, but their
maxims, as th¥were drawn from experience, wcre
direttly applicable to prattice. The facred right of
infurrection was not then contained in the volume of
therights of man, but fubmiffion to lawful govern-
ment was believed to be among his duties. Hence
the governments which they inftituted have comc
down to us unimpaired and uncorrupted.

NeXT to rchigious inftrution, they conceived
that information upon fubjefts of human fcience
and bufinefs was indifpenfible to the enjoyment of
rational iberty and focial happinefs. The eftablifh-
ment of feminaries, from the village-{chool up to
the academy and college was therefore an object
which claimed their earlieft attention. They did
not provide exclufively for the rich and noble, like
the ambitious founders of European inftitutions of
learning ; but they brought inftrution to every
man’s door, and gave themeans of information to
the mofl indigent and deprefled. In vain fhall we
fearch the old world for a country where every man
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can read and write, keep his own accounts, and:
tranfact the common bufinefs of life without aflift-
ance. - No ftate can be found which, like Conne(t.
icut, containingonly 250,000 inhabitants, appro-
priates morc than go,oo0o dollars annually to. the
fupport of its college and fchools, and more than
80,000 dollars of this fum to its private;{chools
alone. When we remember, alfo, that by the“dgs;
nations of individuals, and by voluntary aflociations,
many other {chools are fupported without public af-
fiftance, we fhall find ftill greater reafon to applaud
the wifdom of a people, who are ftigmatifed’as the
dupes of prieft-craft and of political deiufion. 1%

MassacruseTTs inftituted a college within fix
years from the firft fettlement of the colony. * Con-
necticut has enjoyed hers more than a century ;
and New-England, with a population of 1,232,711
can boaft of feven regular colleges, befides numer-
ous refpectable grammar-fchools and academics, and
village-{chools without number. With fuch means
of information, both In the concerns of this world
and of the next, well might we fuppofe that the
people of New-LIingland would ftand high in the
fcale of intelle€tual and moral improvement. It 1s
imputable to thefe caufes alone, under the good
providence of God, that New-Lngland has hither-
to ftood firm amidft the convulfions of a falling
world. The governments of this country probably
approach as near to the ftatc of democratical equali-
ty as 1s at all confiftent with the peace and {atety of
{fociety.  Indeed if you aik for their conftitutional
energy, they have noncj if for their high-toned
power, 1t cannot be found. They ftand cntiely
upon the mtelligence, the morals and the aflections

* The colony of New-Haven proje@ed a College before the
year 165¢, but rehinguithed the delign left it fhould injure the
fant feminary ot Cambridge 5 about fifty years after, the plan
was executed,



30 AN ORATION.

of thepeople. The landis Theld in fee fimple, and
cultivated almoft umverlally by its own proprietors.
Vaflalage has never exilted and tenancy is hardly
known. Hence the highelt degree ot practicable
,equality in wealth prevails.  Obliged to be indul-
trious, the people have no leifure tor debauchery and
rebellion 3 fecure in the enjoyment of their gains,
they are nor driven by defpair into anarchy.

PossessING arms, and trained to ufe them trom
childhood, they feel no jealoufy that the govern-
ment will attempt to enflave them ; while at the
fame time they {tand ready to defend their country
againit every invafion.

AccusToMED to regulate the local concerns of
their own diftrits, parithes, towns and countics,
they are enabled to promote their interefts in the beft
manner 3 and are thus trained up thro thefe fuccel-
[ive fchools of public bufinefs, until they acquire the
confidence of their fellow -citizens, and the capacity
to manage their more extended concerns.

Iewnce we have never been peftered with dema-
pogucs, until the difciples of modern philolophy
began to teach the people that thetr rulers were ty-
rants—their religion a delufion—their morals hy-
pocrify, and their clerg{ a curle. The governments
of New-England are ftrictly republican, and the
tate in which we live, o often ftigmatiled as the
hot "ed of ariftocracy, 1sin fact the molt democrat-
itcal conntiy on carth. It is truz there is an anftoc-
racy of talents, virtue, learning, wealth, cxperi-
ence and patriotifin, which has been unitormly eie-
vated to {tations of honorand power by the volunta-
ry fuffrages, and unfolicited preference of the peo-

el -t

+ The word Aeld 1i ufed inltead of a better wluch feems to
be wanting, for firictly fpeaking we have no tuch thang a5 @
ienure,
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ple.  'What good man would with to fee fuch an
ariftocracy deftroyed -

But our philofophers, with Mr. Godwin at
their head, continue to mfift that fuch men ought
to be excladed from othce, becaule their fuperior
claims to confudence enable them to abufe it with
more fuccefs when obtained.  Heaven grant that
modern philofophy may never be able to transfer the
fceptre of power to weaknels, profligacy, ignorance,
indigence, inexperience and venality. May we nev-
er know by experience that ¢ the wicked walk on
every fide, when the vileft men are exalted.”

With fuch inftitutions of {cience, government
and rehigion, 1t may well be fuppofed that the max-
mms of private lite, in New-Zngiand, muft be very
abhorrent from the theorics of philofophifin.

I't was the great object of our venerable fathers
to form good members ot {ocicty and ubedient fub-
1e€ts of the God of heaven. o thefe ends, it is
evident, thatall the inititutions, which we hiave paf-
ted over in rapid review, directly tended. Hencee fo-
briety, indultry, economy, morality and religion
were conftantly inculeated by precept and  enforced
bv example.  Our carly ftatute books abound with
laws calculated to entorce private morals and even
the moft exemplary decorum.  Their magiftrates
were mdeed ¢ a terror to evil doers 37 they were
not flexible, time-ferving politicians, ¢ with doc-
trines fathioned to the varying hour ;** but the firm
triends of order, and the datermined  foes of prof
hgacy and {edition.

Wio docs not remember the period when may:
ftrate decomplifhed more by the waight of then
own characters, than by the terrors o the low s
The ftate of fociety refemblad that of 4 weltl resuli-
ted family.  "The fway of rulers was mild bt in.
ﬂcxiblc; the obedicuge of lllbjt*af aledtonats hu
IL*I‘PL'C“llI],
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Hence the moft falutary effets refulted to the
peace and happinefs of private life.  Men were not
yet intoxicated with vifionary ideas of liberty, nur
deluded with theories of the perfettibility ot man.
The delufive profpet of a general good, too general
to be percaived er attained, had not feduced the
‘ober yeomanry from the purfuits of induftry, and
the concerns of domeftic einployment. A group of
politicians was not to be fecn in every tavern and at
cvery corner 3 nor was it efteemed more laudable
to prale politics than to fuftamn 2 family with decency
and to educate them to virtue. Each one purfued
liis own bufinefs, provided for thofe who were de-
pendant upon him, relinquifhed the guardianfhip of
the [tate to itsrulers, and left the welfare of diftant
countrics and of remote generations to the care of
heaven.

THe female lex, as yet were ignorant of the doc-
trines of inodern philofophy.  "They read in their
bibics that ¢ the ornament of a meek and quiet {pirit
....... 15 1n the fight of God, of great price.” To
luftain with fidelity the very wmportant relations
which devolve upon them i fociety was theretore
the height of their ambition and the fummit of their
wilhes.  Feeling no emulation to rival the other
icx in mafculine attainments, they confined them-
felves to the feenes in which God and nature have
placed them.  Who does not remember th: his
hrit miprefhons of virtue, and his carlielt emot.ons
ot piety were derived from the attectionate initruc-
toins of a tender mother ? Thus they formed the
mincd to principles of religion and habits of morality,
almoft belore it felt a temptation to vice.  In this
way thev contributed, perhaps even more than
e other fux, to form good citizens and happy re-
publics.

Such are the mititutions and fuch is the happi-
ncls which we have derived from the wildom of our
Fathirs, wnd the cood providenee of G,
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'ue dreadful moral deluge, which has fwept
away the happinels of other nations, is e¢ven now
roaring around vour walls. It is yours to decide
whether you will yield to its fury, and be precipita-
ted into that ocean wholc fhores are drenched in
blood, and whofc billows are covered with the wrecks
of ruined nations. Choofe then ¢ this day,”” wheth-
er you will fubflitute the miferable chimeras of
medern philofophy in place of the real bleffings and

fubfantial happinefs which you have derived from
your ANCIEN'T INSTITUTIONS.

WiLL you render vain the labors of the Fatuer
OF 1115 COUNTRY, and the blood of thofe who died
by his fide, to fave you from ruin ? Will you fhame
the faces of the herocs, your companions in arms,
who ftill furvive, by bafely yielding the prize for
which they fo bravely contended ?

Wi this *little band of brothers whom danger
hae tried and glory has crowned, and from whom
death has recently fnatched an illuftrious individual, {
conlent to ftain thofe fwords with difgrace, which
have been fo gallantly drawn in the caufe of their
country ? The fpirits of your fathers are hovering
:.n*nnm(you, anxious left you fhould difhonor their
memortes and provoke the vengeance of heaven.
The fiager of Gov 1s pointing you to the ruins ol
mations, {till recking in blood, ftill fmoking from:
the contlagration.

Tite fhouts of hiends are already begun to fee your
rapul declenfion to the pit ot deltru@tion.  Flec
theretore, while there is yet hope, to the mountain
ot fafety.  Refolve to adlicre with inflexible firm-

sl ¢ i
) | ’ . . a
* The Ciacinnat of Connedtaous.

HOsl Timothy Taylor of Daabuary.

I
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nefs to your §OCIAL HABITS, YOUR GOVERNMENT
Ar¥D YOUR RELIGION. Then fhall you enjoy the
bletiing ¢t heaven, and your ¢ children fhall rife up
and call you blefled.”

¢ THE rain may defcend, the floods come, and
the winds blow,” but you may bid defiance to ¢ the
tempeft and the ftorm,” tor your foundation is the
Rock oF AGEs.




