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DISCOURSE 1.

Vol A,

2 PETER L I0.

e have zz% a more fure Word 'of Pro-
phecy 5 whercunto ye do well that ye

take beed, as unto o Light that
- fhineth in a dark Place, until. the
Day down, and the Day-Star arife
i your Hearts. o

HERE being evidently a
Comparifon in the Text be-
tween the Word of Prophecy,
and fomething before men-
tioned or Intended, ’tis necef-
fary to_look back to fee how the Relation
flands, and xﬂﬁt;he Thing is to which the
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2 DISCOURSE 1.
!7crd of Prophecy is compar’d and prefert’d.
At the 16th Verfe the Apoftle fays, #7e bave
not followed cunningly devifed Fabies when we
made knoton unto you the Power and Coming of
gur Lord fefus Chriff.  And after thus dif-
claiming all Art and Decett, in fetting forth
the Promifes and Expetations of the Gof-
pel, he proceeds to declare upon what Evi- -
dence and Authority he had rais'd fuch Ex-
pectations in them : Buf (we) were Eye-avit-
neffes of bis Majefly, for be received from God
the Fatber Honsur and Glory, when there came
SJuch a Voice to bim from the excellent Glory
This is my beloved Son, in whom 1 am well
pleafed.  And this Voice which came from
Heaven e beard, when e awere with bim
- in the Holy Mount. Immediately follow the
Words of the Text, #e bave alfo a more
Sure Word of Prophecy.

You fee upon what Foundation their In-
ference ftands, who affert, That the Evidence
which Chriftians have from Prophecy for
the Certainty of their Hopes and Expecta-
tions, compar'd with the Evidence they have
from the Preaching of the Apoftles, who
were Eve-witnefles and Ear-witnefles of what
they report concerning the Majefty of Chrift,
is the greater and furer Evidence; or, in the

—— Words
-



DISCOURSE I 3

Words of alate Author, That < * Prophecy
« is a ftronger Argument than a Miracle,
« which depends upon external Evidence
« and. Teftimony.” This Author has taken
great Pains to thew, that the Argument from
Prophecy for the Tll.ll'.hS of Chriftianity, as

managed and applied by the Writers of the
New Teftament, is abfurd and ridiculous;
and that we may not flatter ourfelves with
Hopes of Affiftance from other Arguments,
he gives us this Text of St. Pefer, to fhew,
by the Authority of our own Scriptures; that
Prophecy, as bad an Argument as it is; Is
neverthelefs the very beft that -our Caufe af-
fords: But his Viiews be to himfelf; what
Truth there is in his Expofition and Appli-
cation of this Part of Scripture, we {hall {oon
{ee. | | | |

Interpreters differ very much in expound-
ing this Paflage ; but all, as far as I fee, a-
gree in rejecting this Senfe which gives a Su-
periority to the Evidence of Prophecy above
all other Evidence, by which the Truth of
the Gofpel is confirmed ; and indeed the Text
expounded to this Meaning, contradits not

~only the general Senfe of Mankind upon this

* A Difeourfe of the Grounds and Rcafons of the Clzr{/?zafz
Ref:gar, printed 1724. p. 27.

B 2 Sub-



+ DISCOURSE I

subje&t, but will be found likewife incon-
{iftent with itfelf, and many other Places of
Scripture.  For firft, letany Man confider,
and fay upon what Proof and Evidence
the Authority of Prophecy itfelf depends:
Can any Prophet give greater Proof of his
Divine Miffion, than the Power of working
Miracles? And if this be the laft, and the
greateft Proof he can give of his being fent
by God, can the Evidence of Prophecy ever
rife higher than the Evidence of Miracles,
upon which it ultimately depends for all its
Authority ? When Gzdcen was called to the
Deliverance of Jfrael, the Angel of the Lord
came and faid unto him, The Lord is with
iheey thow mighty Man of Valour 5— go in
this thy Might, and thou fLalt fave Ifiael from
e Hand of the Midianites; bave not I fent
thee 2 Here now was a Prophecy delivered
by the Angel of the Lord to encourage
his Undertaking.  What {ays Gideon to this?
He defires a Sign ; If now I bave found Fa-
vaur i thy Sight, then flcw me a Sign that
theu talkeff with me. A Sign is given him,a
miracuious Sign; be is fatisfied, apd under-
takes theWork appointed ; to which he isagain
enceuraged by two Miracles wrought at his
Requeft, Fudges vii, What think you now?

The
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DISCOURSE I ¢

The Prophecy delivered by the Angel was as

much a Prophecy before, as it was after Mi~
racles wrought in Confirmation of it: But -
was-the Word of Prophecy more fure be-
fore the Miracles than after ? 1f fo, why was
a Sign defired? and, when defired, why was
1t granted? Does God work Miracles to hu-
mour Men in their Folly ? or is it to confirm
their Faith ? If it be to confirm their Faith,
then our Faith in the Prophetsdepends upon
the Authority of Miracles; and fince the
Stream can never rife above the Spring-Head,
the Evidence of Prophecy cannot be greater
than the Evidence of Miracles. But let us

take an higher Inftance ; Mofes was the firft, .

and the greateft Prophet of the Law, to whom
God fpoke Face to Face: He was called
by God to deliver the Children of Ifrae/ out
of Egypt, and commiflioned to aflure them
of God’s immediate Protection. This I {up-
pole was fufficient to make him a Prophet
to Ifrael : But what fays Mofes 2 Bebold they
will not believe me, nor bearken tomy Voice;
or they will fay, The Lord hath not appeared
unto thee. Was this a foolifh Complaint 1n
Fofes¢ If it was, how came God to hiften
to 1t, and to furnith him with an Anfwer
above all Exception, by giving him imme-

B 3 diately



6 DISCOURSE L

diately a Power to work Miracles in Confir-
-mation of his Prophecy? Does not this Me-
thod of God's Proceeding plainly fhew, that
Miracles are the Prophet’s greateft Authority
and Confirmation? What 1s that {uperior
Evidence of Prophecy, then, which is faid
{o much to exceed the Evidence of Miracles?
But to go on: The Compartlon in the Text,
witd refpect to St. Peter himielf, 1s between
the /7trd of Prophecy, and the zmmediate
Vord of God: And according to this Ex-
pofiticn of the Text, St. Peter, who declares
that he heard the Voice of God bimfelf in the
NMount, 1s made in his Own Perfon to fay,
(for the Words are, WE have a more fure
f¥ord of Prophecy) That the dark Prophecies
of the Old Teftament were a {urer and more
certain Evidence, than this immediate Voice .
of God which he heard with his own Ears.
Now what is Prophecy, that it {hould be
more {urely and certainly to be depended on
than the immediate Voice of God ? Is it
potiible to think that St. Pefer, or any Man
1 his Wits, could make fuch a Compa-
rifon ? '

But further; let us confider what Account
St. Peter himfelf gives of this #ord of Pro-
precy; which, we are told, is beyond Com-

parifon



DISCOURSE L. 4

parifon the beft and the fureft Evidence we
have for our Faith: He compares it to «
Light fhining in a dark Place ; and diftin-
guifhes it from Day-Zight, and that Brightnefs
which isuther’d in by the Day-Star. This
Word of Prophecy then is here compar’d by
~ St. Peter to the glimmering Light of a Can-
dle feen at a Diftance in a dark Night;
which tho’ 1t gives fome Direction, yet 1s
nothing, compared to clear Day-light. Is
not this now a choice Account of the Evi-
dence of the Gofpel; nay, of the very beff
Evidence which we have of the Gofpel ¢
Are we ftill furrounded on all Sides with
Darknefs, aflifted by one only diftant glim-
mering Light? Was it thus that Chriff came
to be @ Light to lighten the Gentiles, and to be
the Glory of Ifrael 2 St. Peter in his firft
Epiftle tells all Chriftians, that they are
called cat of Darknefs into God's marvellous

Light; how comes he .then in this fecond
Epifile to tell them, that they are {till 1n
Darknefs, and have nothing butaLight glim-
mering in the Darknefs to dire¢t them ? Can
the fame Writer poffibly be fuppofed to give
fuch different Accounts of our Gofpel-State?
Afk St. Paul, what State Chriftians are in, he
will tell you, That the Light of the glorious

B 4 Gofpel



S DISCOURSE L

Gofpel of Chrift, who is the Image of God,
has fLow'n unto them, 2 Cor.iv. 4. Afk the
Evapgelifts, they will tell you, The Day-
[Pring from cn bich bath fugzz‘ed s, to give
m*/f to them 2‘/?(! it in Darknefs, and 1 the
Stadsw cj Death.  Alk any, orail of the A-
le- es, they will ccl] you their Commifhon
15, 10 oper 1he Ioves of the People, aind to turi
them [rom Derki efs 10 Laght ; Alts xxvi. 10.
az:eexble to what cur Lord told his Difci-
}‘:E S, £ 7e gt {: zf"r...: t?f ff.?t. [vor /{1’ Matth, v .
14, Flow 4“.,,... et 15 this Account from
that which St. Peser 15 fuppofed to give of the
0o Lighi we have under the Gofpel, 1n con-
traciction to himfelf, and almoft every Wri-

er o the New Teftament |
Bat let us go one Step further, and we

{hall 5ad, that St. Peferin the Textis {o far

from f{peaking of the Word of Prophecy, as
ci the beft Light or Evidence to be had for
the Point in qneﬂion whatever it was, that

maniieltly fpeaks of it as ot the beff, but
a8 3 L'gl to be attended to only until a bet-
ter comes: Hear his Words; e bave alfo

sre fure Iord of PrachcJ, whereunto ye

(o ‘L.‘.‘é’:;! that ye take beed, asunto a Light that
‘/-’*f'r-'fé i a cerk Place, UNTIL the Day
gascity and il Day-Star arife i your Hearts.
This



DISCOURSE I 0

This Light, vou {ee, is to be attended to only .
till the Day ho'ht comes; fo far is it from
being itlelf the beft Laght, that it muft give
way to a fetter. What the true Import and
Meaning of this is, we fhall {ee hereafter.
Bat furely St. Peter would not have limited
any Time for their attending to the Word of
Prophecy, had he been confidering it as the
beft Support of Chriftian Faith ; for in that
Senfe 1t ought ever to be attended to, and to
be the conflant Employment of a Chriftian’s
Meditation, {o long as Life and Thought re-
main with him.

Thefe Reafons, I {uppofe, prevailed with
Interpreters to quit the apparent Senfe of
this Text, which feems to prefer the Au- -
thority of Prophecy to the Authority of all
other Evidence, whereby the Doétrine of the
Goipel is confirmed ; and to feek for fome
other, more conformable to Truth and Rea-
fon. But however they are agreed in re-
jecting this Senfe, they are far from being
agreed 1n eftablithing any other.

The Greek Expofitors fuppofe the Senfe
here to be, the Prophecy is now #0 Chri-
Jtans, a more {ure and convincing Evidence
than ever it was, having been verified and

cftabiifhed by the Events, This Interpreta-
tion



10 DISCOURSE L

tion preferves the Force of the Comparifon
bus tln_n it places the Comparifon where St.
Peter has not placed it.  He manifeftly com-
pares the Evidence of Prophecy to the Evi-
dence arifing from the Glorification of Chri/l,

atteited b}r thofe who delivered what they
had heard and feen with their own Eyes and
Ifars: But of the Evidence and Weight of
Prophecy before and after the Completion he
fays nothing.  Grofzus thought this Senfe the
moft convenicnt, and has adopted it in his
Commentary on the Place.

Others # iuppofe that the Compamtlve 1S
ufed in this Text, in the Senfe of the Pofi-
tive, to exprefs the great Certainty of the
Evidence mentioned. According to them,
the Meaning is, ¢« That we have a very fure
“ Evidence in the Words of Prophecy:”
This Expofition introduces a new Ufe of
Language into the Text, for which havmg
no {ufficient Authonty to produce, it can
claim no Authority itfelf. The Inftances
civen to fupport this Conftruction, as far as
1 have feen, are not pertinently alledged.

Others, preferving the natural Significa-
tien of the Words, and therefore admitting
the Comparifon, will not however allow the

*Frafmus, Junius gzd Tremellius.
' Com-—_
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Comparifon to be abfolute, but only relative;
relative to the Opinions ‘and Prejudices of

the Yews, to whom this Epiftle was directed.
According ta this Interpretation, the Apoftle
does not affert, That Prophecy is 7z itfelf a
better Argument than the Evangeliqa_l Evi-
dence, but only that 1t 1s Dbetter fo0 fews;

who being educated in an Efteem and Reve-
rence for the Prophets from their Childhood,

and being but new and tender Convertsto the
Gofpel, had a much greater Regard to the
Authority of their own Prophets, than to the
Teftimony of the Apoftles. But as to this
Expolition; in the firft Place, there 1s no-
thing 1n the Text to countenance 1t: In the
next place; had this been St. Pefer’s Mean-
ing, he never would have {poken in the firfk
Perfon, and joined himfelf in the fame Opi-
nion with his Country-men: WE bave, {ays
he, a more fure Word of Prophecy Now
whatever the Fews thought, St. Peter could
not think thatthe ancient ob{cure Prophecies,
and which he compares immediately to «
Light flining in @ dark Place, were a {tronger
Evidence than the Miracles of ¥efus, and the
Atteftation of God himfelf to the Truth of
his Miffion. This therefore could not be

ot. Peier’s Meaning.

Thefe



2 BDISCOURSE I

Thefe are the moit confiderable Expofi-
tions, waich have been given of this Paffage.
“Tis (.u;L;f.‘i'}t that ail Interpreters have been
{enible ¢f the Abfurdity of {ctting up Pro-

| s a {aperior Evidence to all other
Guoivel Evidence s and that to avoid this
sxfficalty, they have been driven to feek out
oler :.f‘_;:r;ings. And vet, without all Que-
ition, the Words of the ‘Text, accordmg to
tazir moft natural Senfe, do umport, that the
Evidence of Prophecy 1s a furer Evidence
than that before mentioned; which was the

Apoftle’s own Teftimony of the Glory of
Clrifi, winich he had feen with his Eyes;
=nd of the Veice of God declaring Chrsff
to be his beloved Sonj of which the Apo-
lije was an ElI’-—Wltﬂ‘“fB i tne Mount, Bat
ss maturzl as this Senie 15, yet they who
ceocludz from hence, that Prophecy is a
better Keidence of the Mefion of Chriff, and
the Grautlhof the Gofpel, than any other Evi-
dgence, draw a Conclufion which the Text
wiii 5ot jndtify. For look back and fee what

s the Thwg to be proved by this more fure

T 7T

viord of Prophecy; Is it the Miffion of
Ckri17 St. Pf:*z‘fr {ays nothing of it. Is it
the ‘f}'z (0 of Ga/pcl 2 nothmg lefs. The
Apoftie tolls ug, inthe 10th Verle, That God

declared



DISCOURSE I 13
declared Chrzft by a Voice from theexcellent
Glory, to be bis beloved Son : Butrthis is not
the Thing he would prove, for he brings
this Declaration to prove f{omething elfe:
And this Declaration 1s confidered as one of
the Proofs to which he compares the W ord
of Prophecy.

To clear this Matter, let us confider what
it 15 that St. Pefer Intended to prove ; for
without knowing this, 'tis impoflible to judge
of the Comparifon in the Text; for in fome
Cafes Prophecy is no Proof, in others it may
be our very beft Evidence, notwithftanding
that it 1s a ghimmering Light, fantly thin-
ing through the Dark. f

The fecond Epiftle of St. Pefer was writ-

ten to {upport and maintain the Hopes and
" ExpeQations which he had raifed in his
firft ; as will be evident upon 2 Comparffon
of the two together. To the firlt Epiftle,
therefore, we muft go, to fee the Foundation
and Rife of the Matter to which this con-
troverted Text in the fecond relates.

The Chriftians, to whom the firft Epiftle:
. was direted, were in a State of fevere Trial
and Perfecution; They were for a Seafon in
Heavinefs, threugh manifold Té}z.‘yﬁmz‘ibm; 1, 0.
They wwere fpoken againft as evil Doers, ii. 12.

1. 10.



14+ DISCOURSE I

i1, 16. iv. &. They fuffered for Righteoufnefs
Jake, iil. 14, They were reproached jfor the
Neme of Chrift, iv. 14. and were made Par-
tokers of bis Sufferings, ver. 13. This being
the Cafe, the Apoftle adminifters fuitable
Advice to them: He calls upon them to ar»
theinfelves with the fame Mind which was 1n
Chrift, who fuffercd for us in the Flefb, iv. 1.
he bids them account 1t their Happinefs that
ubey were reproached for the Name of Ghriff,
1v. 14. and rejoce that they were Partakers
of bzs Sufferings, ver. 13. He reminds them
that his fiery Tial was no flrange- or fur-
prizing Event; but what had been foretold,
and what they had Reafon to expelt, v. 12. .
And that 7be fame Afftitiions were accom-
plifbed in their Bretbren in the World, v. .
That the Time was come (foretold before)

That Yudgment muft begin at the Houfe of
God, 1v. 17.

Together with thele Admonitions he gives
them Affurance of 2 certain Deliverance near
at Hand. He tells them they were kept by
the Power of God, through Faith, unto Salva-
tion, ready to be revealed, 1. 5. 'That their
Trial would yield Henowr and Glory at the
Appearing of Fefus Chriff, ver. 7. He bids
them have perfet Hope and Confidence iz

2 the



DISCOURSE I 1

the Grace, or Deliverance, fo be brought at

the Revelation of Chrrift Jefus, ver. 13, in the
Day of Vifitation, n. 12. For the Certainty
of this Deliverance, and Salvation 20w ready
(or prepared) fo be revealed, and of the Share |
they fhould have in.it, he appeals to the
ancient Prophets, and the Spirit of Clirift in
thein, teflifying before-hand the Sufferings cf
Chrift, and the Glory which frould follew, i, 11,
Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto them-
Jekves, but unto us they did minifier the things
71670 f'z’pom‘ed UNLO you, VCr. 12. The firft
Scene, the Sufferings of Ciriff, being over,
v, 1. his Glory was ready to be revealed,
which would bring them excecding Yoy, iv.
13, and be to the Deftruction of their Perfe-
cutors, the Ungodly, and the Sinners, ver, 18.
All thefe Hopes were founded in this,
That Chrift himfelf had already received
Glory and Power, and would return in his
Glory and Power to {ave true Believers, Our
Truft in God 1s by St. Peter built upon this,
that God raifed bim (Chrift) from the Dead,
and gave bim Glory, 1 Pet. 1. 21. Anditis
at the Revelation of this Glory, that Chrif-
tians are taught to expe&t exceeding Yoy, iv.
13. You fee now how much Weight is laid
by St. Peter in his firft Epiftle upon the

Expec-

u



16 DISCOURSE 1L

Expectation of Chrilt’s Cozzzz:zg in the Power
and Glory of God.

It is very probable that the diftrefled Chri-
ftians conceived at firft great Hopes from
thefe Aflurances given them by an Apoftle
of Chrift, and expeted (as it is natural for
Men in Affli¢tion to do) that every Day
would bring their Deliverance with it.  But
when one Year after another pafled, and no
Deliverance came, when the Scoffers began
to ridicule their Hopes, and afked in Mock-
ery, Where is the Promife of bis Coming ¢
2 Pet. 11, 3, 4. their Hearts grew f{ick ; and
their Hopes deferred, inftead of being any
Comfort or Support to them, became an
Addition of Grief, and filled them with
Fears and Sufpicions, left they had believed
in vain. Many of them, worn out with Dif-
trefs and Perfecution, began to give way, and
willingly liftened to ‘the corrupt Teachers,
who mftru&ted them to keep fair with the
World, and to keep their Faith to them-
{elves; by means of which wicked Dodtrine
they were led away, and fell from their Sted-
faftnefs, 2 Ep. chap. 1, ver. 17. and toavoid
{uffering, demzed the Lord that bought them,
ch. 1. ver. 1.

In‘
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In this State of Things, and at the Dif-

tance of five or fix Years from the writing
of the firft Epiftle, the Apoftle {fends his fe-
cond Letter: and it an{wers in every Point
to this Account, In the firft Chapter the
Apoftle endeavours to re-eftablith and con-
firm the Hopes of Believers ; but he does it
with the Air of one who had been reproached
for his Do&rine; We have not, fays he, fol-
lrwed cunningly devifed Fables, when we made
known o you the POWER and CoMING of the
Lord Tfefus, chap. 1. ver. 16, You {ee here
again the true Point upon which St. Peter
placed the Hopes and Expectations of true
Believers. In the fecond Chapter he takes
notice of the falfe Teachers who brought in
damnable Herefies, denying the Lord that
bought them ; thefe he threatens with fwif?
Defiruétion, ver, 1. and tells them, That,
however they might conceive of the Promife
of Chriff's {peedy Coming, yet they would
afluredly find, that zheir own Yudgment did
not /inger, nor their own Damnation flumber,
ver. 3. that it would bawe been better for them
not to have known #he Way of nghffﬂﬂﬁifﬁf/}:
than after they bave known it to turn from
thbe boly Commandment delivered to them, ver.
21. In the third and laft Chapter he confi-

ders the Scoférs, and their irreligious Infult,
C f_f/bere



18 DISCOURSE L
Where is the Promife of bis Coming 2 ver, 4.

He enters iato their Argument, and fhews
them, from what had already happened In
the World, how perverfely they reafoned
about future Things. He concludes the whole
with proper Cautions to Chriftians, when
they confider and endeavour to underftand
the Times and Seafons of God’s Judgments;
and guards not only his own, bot St. Paul's
Dodrine upon this Article, the Coming of
Chrift, (fo much was his Mind bent to clear
this one Point) againft the perverfe Ufe of
the Unlearned and Unflable, ver. 15, 16.
You fee now what is the main, the only
oreat Point, in this fecond Epiftle ; it is the
Connung of Chr1ft in Power and Glory, to de-
liver the [Faithful, and to take Vengeance of
the Ungodly and Unbelievers, as foretold by
the Prophets under both Teftaments. But
this Coming of Chrift was future, and at a
Diftance ; and depended entirely (as to any
Knowledge that could be had of it) upon the
Authority of Prophecy : For which Reafon
St. Peter refers, in his ficft Epittle, to the an-
tient Prophets, and to the infpired Preachers
of the Gofpel, to juftify the Hopes he raifed ;
of which Salvation, or Deliverance, fays he,
the Propbets bave enquived and [earched dils-
gently, who prophefied of the Grace that fhould
conie
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come unto you, chap. 1. 10. which Things are
now reported unto you by them that have
preacked the Gofpel unto you, with the Holy
Ghoft fent down from Heaven, ver, 12. And
for the fame Reafonin this fecond Epiftle he
refers again to Prophecy, asbeing of all
others (and in Things of Futurity it needs
muft be) the moff fure Evidence.

This. Account of St. Pefer’s Eplﬁles 1S in-
deed not mine, but his own : For he tells us
exprefsly, that his Intention in bozh his Epif-
tles was, to make them to whom they were
fent, mindful of the Words which were [poken
before of the holy Prophets';s he adds, and of
the Commandments of us the Apofiles of the
Lord and Saviour : 2 Ep. 1i1. 1, 2. That this
latter Part relates to the fame Subjeét as the
former, will appear by comparing it with the
Paflage juft before quoted, 1 Ep. 1. 12. where
St Peter confiders the Apoftles, as Prophets,
or Expounders of the Prophets, under the
Affiftance of the Holy Ghoft, preaching
thofe very Things which the antient Pro-
phets had z‘g/?gﬁed beforeband.

Take thisKey aleng with you, andfeehow
it will open #his fo much perplexed Paffage
of Scripture now under Confideration : The
Apofile’s Reafoning to the faithful Believers
is this, We bave not followed cunningly devifed

Cz2 Fables,
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Fables, awhen we made known unto you the
PowER end CoMiNG of our Lord Fefus Chrift,
vut were Eye-vitneffes of bis MAyESTY.  For
be recesved from God the Father HoNouR and
Grory, when there came fuch a Voice to bim
Jrom the excellent Glory, This is my beloved Son
i awhon I am well pleafed. And this Voics
which came from Heaven we beard, when we
awere with bim in the boly Mount. We have alfo
a MoRE SURE Hord of Propbecy, 2- Ep.1. 16,
&ce.

Itis evident that the Power and CoMING
of our Lord %¥efus Chrift i1s the only Point
~ here in queftion ; not 2 Word is there relat-
ing to any other Fa& or Dollrine of the
Gofpel. To prove zhis Pont, the Apoftle
tells them he had been an Eye-Witnefs of his
Majesty or GLory. Whilft our Saviour
lived on Earth, his Condition was mean, and
his Fortune low ; this was a great Prejudice
againft him in the Opinion of the j‘ews,
who expetted greater Things from their
Redeemer, and could not eafily hope to fee
him return in Glory and Poswer, who lived
and died {o meanly and {o miferably. Tisa
fufficient Anfwer to all fuch Prejudices, to
prove, that, mean as he appeared, he had a
real Majefly, and was aGually invefted with
Honour and Glory from God the Father.

But
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But this Evidence manifeftly extends but
to one part of the Point in queftion, to {hew
that Chrift had bimfelf been glorified ; what
1s there then to fhew that he will ever return
again in this Gloryand Power 2 For allow all
this to be true, might an ObjeCor fay ; yet
how does it prove the Hopes you would raife
of his [peedy Return in Power and Glory 10
deliver his Servants, and to take Vengeance of
his Foes ? For what is paff we willingly take
your Word ; youare a competent Witnefs of
what your Eyes bebeld, and of what your Ears
beard: But will your feeing him in Glory on
the Mount fome Years ago, neceflarily infer,
that he thall come again in Glory fome Years
hence 3 and that too, to execute the very Puor-
pofes you declare ? Can any Certainty, as to
Sfuture Events, be colleted from paft Ewents ¢
Or, canany thing we {ee #bis Year, aflure us
what will happen to us the next ¢ 7

"Tis true, (we may {uppofe the Apottle to
aniwer) all future Events are in the Hands of
God; to him only are they known, and from
him only can they certainly be learned. All
other Arguments in this Cafe can amount on-
ly to Probabilities and Prefumptions; and a-
great Prefumption it is that Chrift (hall come
i Glory, that we have already feen him gl
rficd; and it is a further Evidence of his

C3 Power
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Posrer to deliver his Servants, finceGod has
openly declared him to be his well-beloved
Scn : But to aflure us, that he will indeed /o
come, and fo ufe his Power, We bave a nore
fure Word of Prophecy : 1. e. we have the very
Word of God, ({peaking by his Prophets) to
whom all Futurity is known, to aflure us of
the Certainty of this fufure Event,

This Interpretation, as it is eafly and natu-
ral in itfelf, and renders to every Expreffion
inthe Text its proper and ufual Signification ;
fo it is neceffary, I conceive, to the Apoitle’s
Argument, and plainly enforced by the Con-
text, and ftands clear of all Difficulties. Here
1s no Pretence to fziy, that Propbecy 1s a better
Argument for the T7uth of the Gofpel, than
all the Miracles of Chrift and his Apofiles ;
for the Truth of the Gglpel is not the Point
here in queftion. St. Perer {peaks only of the
Coming of Chrift in Power, and of a Safvation
ready to be revealed ; which being yet fo come,
admitted of no firer Evidence than the Word
of Propbecy ; which yet he tells us, was only
as @ Light fbining in a dark Place : But the
Gofpel was not a Thing ready to be revealed,
it had long fince been revealed, the Golpel
was not a Light fhining in @ dark Place, but,
as bhe himfelf exprefly calls it, @ marvellous
Light, into which they had been called out
of Darkuefs, 1 Ep. ii. g. Qne
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One Word more, and I have done with
this Subject: The more fure Word of Propbecy
here mention’d is not to be underftood mere-
ly of the Prophecies of the O/d Teffament, for
it may refer to the Prophecies of the New;
and probably does, as appears by St. Peter’s
appealing not only to the antient Prophets;
but alfo to the Preachers of the Gofpel. How
unhappily then was this Text made choice
of, to fet up antient Prophecy in Oppofition
to the Gofpel Evidence, fince the Prophecy
here intended is probably itfelf a Gofpe/ Evi-
dence, and {o far from being fuperior to a//
the Miracles of Chrift and bis Apofiles, th at 1t
owes all its Authonty to them.

The giving Light to this Paffage will fur-
nith us with an Anf{wer to one ObjeCtion
rais’d againft the Authority of this fecond
Epiftle of St. Peter. 'The learned Grotius
judg’d from fome Characters which he obfer- -
ved in 1t, that this fecond Epiftle was penn’d
after the Deftro&ion of “ferufalem ; before
which St, Peter was dead.  But *tis very evi-
dent that the Author of this fecond Epiftle
{peaks of Chrift’s Coming in Power and Glo-
7y, In the very manner which St. Peter {peaks
of it in the firft Epiftle; and indeed with no
other View than that of juftifying what was
deliver’d in the firft Epiftle. If by the Sal-

Ca VaL10n



24 DISCOURSE L

vation ready to be revealed, and the Day of
Vifitation, and Appearing of Fefus Chrift, 1n
the firft Epiftle, we are to underftand the A-
poltle as referring to the Deftruction of fe-
rufalem then near at hand, we muft necefla-
rily in the fecond Epiftle underftand the fame
Thing by the Power and Coming of our Lord
Fefus.  Which Power and Coming was, at
the Time of writing the fecond Epiitle, fo
far from being over, that it is treated as a
Thing to come; and for the Certainty of:
which St, Peter had no better Evidence than
the Word of Prophecy: Or, if any other
Coming of Chrift is to be underftood in this
{fecond Epiftle, the fame muft be underftood.
in the firft ; fo;z the fecond is but a Vindica-
tion of the Dolrine of the firft. And no
Notion common to doth Epifiles can be an
Objection again{t the fecond, fince the firft
was never doubted of in the Church. And
indeed, whoever reads the two Epiftles, and
compares them carefully, will fee fuch a
Concern in the fecond to fupport the Senti-
ments of the firft, that he will be inclin'd
to think, that the fecond Epiftle could come

from no other Hand but that which penn’d
the firft.

DISCOURSE



BT 124 Charalter which St. Pefer gives
Bl ©N of Prophecy, and the Degree of

; Do
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innilélianl Evidence which we. may reafo-
nably expect from it. Propbecy is a Light
fbining in a dark Place, and we do well tg
give heed to 1t until the Day dawn.  St. Pe-
ter’s Meaning 1s this,  The Time will
““ come when the Things ye hope for fhall be
* placed in a clear Light, when you fhall {ee

* all your Expectations fully juftify’d in the

* Accomplithment; in the mean while ye

““ do well to attend to Prophecy, tho’ but a

““ imall glimmering Light, and fhining at 2

 Diftance in a dark Place, yet. the beft

““ you have, or can have at prefent.,” Meta-

phorical Expreffions and Similitudes ought

not to be nigidly and firictly canvaffed ; ’tis
| L {ufficient
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ffficient to {ee the general Import and Mean-
ing of them ; which in the prefent Cafe is ve-

ry clear, and amounts to this, That the Know-
ledge God gives us of Things future by the
Means of Prophecy, is but an imperfett ob-
{cure Knowledge, nothing to be compared to
the clear Knowledge, that will attend upon
the Manifeftation of the Things them{elves.

I thall endeavour to confirm this Propo-
fition by the Authority of Scripture; and to
{uggeft fome Obfervations which may be of
ufe, when we are called upon to judge of the

Nature of ProPhecy, and the vadence arif-
ing from it.

Whether Prophecy be aclear Evidencebe-
fore the Completion, or no, is no Matter of
Controverfy ; {o far from it, that they who
tell us Prophecy is the ¢ff Argument even
for Chriftianity, do not yet think it a clear
one, But without Regard to any Man’s
Opinion, 1t will be proper to fee what No-
tion the infpired Writers themfelves had of
the Word of Prophecy. |

If we look into the firft Epiftle of St. Peter,
we fhall find that the antient Prophecies, of
which he {peaks in the Text, and which he
ftyles the more fure Word of Propuecy, were
not apprehended or clearly underftoogsd
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thofe infpired Perfons who delivered them ;
for there hereprefents them fearching what or
what manner of Time the Spirit of Chrift which
awas in them did fignify, when it teflified before-
bhandthe Sufferings of Chrift, andthe Glory that
Should folloiv, 1. 11. To the {fame Purpofe our
Saviour fpeaks, Matt. xuii. 17. Many Prophets
and righteous Men have defired to fee thofe
Things which ye fee, and have not feen them ;
and to bear thofe Things which ye bear, and
have not beard them. St. Paul gives the like
Account of the Gift of Prophecy under the
Golpel Difpenfation: #e &now in part, and
we prophecy in part-: but when that which is
perfect is come, then that which is in part fhall
be done away. Now we fee thro a Glafs dark-
ly 5 but then Face to Face: Now I know in
part, but then fball I know even as alfo I am
known, 1 Cor.x1ii, 9, 10, 12. Now if the Pro-
phets and righteous. Men of old, . to whom
the Word of God came, did not cleatly un-
derftand the Things which they foretold,
butemployed themfelves in fearching and ex-
amining the prophetical Teftimonies, of the
Spirit which was in them ; if the Prophets
~ of the New Teftament knew only in part,
and prophefied only in part, feeing but dark-
ly as through a Glafs ; ’tis moft evident that

| others,
-
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others, in all Appearance lefs qualified than
they to underftand the determinate Senfe of
the Prophecies, could have but a confufed
and indiftiné& Notion of the Things foretold,

The Prophet Daniel after a very extraor-
dicary Vifion, which he reports in his laft
Chapter, immediately adds, I beard, but I
underflood not : then faid I, O my Lord, what
Shall be the End of thefe Things ¢ And be faid,
Go thy way, Daniel: for the Words are clofed
up and fealed t1ll the Time of the End. The
Anfwer here given to Daniel, 1s very like the
An{wer which our Savicur gave the Apoftles,
upen a like Enquiry made by them : They
alk, Lord, wilt thou at this Time reflore again
the Kingdom to Ifrael 2 and be fard unto thein,
1t 15 not for you to know the Times or Seafons
which the Father bath put in bis own Power,
A@si. 6, 7. It did belong to them undoubt-
edly, and to every believing few, to givebecd
t0 the Word of Propbecy, according to St. Pe-
f2r’s Exhortation in the Texts and fince it
did not belong to them to know the Times
and Seafons, ’tis evident the Word of Pro-
phecy was not intended to give a clear and
diftin& Light in this Cafe.

Thefe laft Paffages relate to fuch Prophe-

cies efpecially, as {feem to defign the Times
and

7y
2
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and Seafons of God’s Working : And thefe
PrediGtions being oftentimes delayed in the
Accomplifhment much beyond the Expelta-
tion of thofe to whom they were delivered,
1t brought the Prophets and their Predittions
frequently into Centempt; and gave the
People Occafion to harden them{elves. againft
the Fears and Apprehenfions of the Evils
threatened. Hence came the Reproach upon
the Prophets taken notice of by Exekiel, The
Vifion that be feeth s for many Days to come ;
and be prophefieth of the Times that are far off,
xi1, 27, Which Speech grew up into a Pro-
vertb: What is that Proverb that ye bave in
the Land of Ifrael, faying, The Days are pro-
longed, and every Vifion faileth? ¥ 22, The Cafe
1s very much the fame in regard to other Pro-
phecies. Whoever looks into the prophetical
Writings, will find that they are-generally
penned 1n a very exalted Style, full of bold
Figures defcribing the Judgment or the Mer-
cies of God ; reprefenting {piritual Bleflings
under the Images of temporal Profperity, and
oftentimes fuch Images as cannot poffibly
admit of a literal Interpretation. In which
Cafe, tho’ we may fee the general Intent and
Meaning, and find fufficient Ground for
Hope and Fear from the Scope of the Pro~

phecy,
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phecy, yet we can with no Certainty fix the
precife and determinate Manner in which
the Words are to be fulfilled.

Prophecy 1s, by the Author of Prophecy,
thus defcribed : I have multiplied Vifions, and
ufed Similitudes, by the Miniftry of the Pro-
poets 3 Holea xi1. 10. Which Similitudes are
elfewhere {poken of as dark Speeches deliver-
ed to the Prophets in 77fions and in Dreams,
Numb. x11. 6, 8. For this Reafon the }’e'ws,
when they {poke with Contempt of their
Prophets, were ufed to fay, Doth be not [peak
- Parables? Ezek. xx. 49. Our Saviour {eems
to {peak of the antient Prophecies under the
fame Charalter : Know ye not, fays he to his
Difciples, this Parable? and bow then will ye
know all Parables? Mark iv. 13, That1s, 1if
ye underftand not this plain Parable of the
Sower, how will ye underftand all the anti-
ent Prophecies relating to the Gofpel, which
are much harder Pamhes?

Thefe Paflages are {ufficient to prove that
Prophecy was never intended to be'a very
diftin& Evidence; and to fhew St. Pefer’s
Meaning in comparing the Word of Prophe-
cy to a Light fhining in a dark Place, and in
making this Evidence{o much inferior to the
Evidence we are toreceive, when the Fulnefs

of
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of Time comes for the Manifeftation of
God’s Promifes.

But allowing this to be the Cafe of Pro-
phecy at the Time of Delivery, are we not

however to expect to find the Prophecy clear
and diftin&, and exactly correfponding to
the Event, whenever the Event comes into
Exiftence? and confequently, 1s 1t not ab-
{urd, after an Event 1s come to pafs, to apply
any ancient Prophecies to it, that do not ma-
nifeftly, to the Eyes of Common Senfe, ap-

pear to belong to it? Thefe Queftions being
admitted, another will be afked: How comes

it to pafs, that many of the Prophecies, ap-
plied by the Writers of the Gofpel to our Sa~
viour and his Actions, are ftill dark and o¢b-
cure; and fo far from belonging evidently
to him, and him only, that it requires much
Learning and Sagacity to {hew even now the
Connection between fome Prophecies and
the Events ?

In anfwer to thefe Queftions we muft
obferve, That the Obfcurity of Prophecy does
not arife from hence, that it is a Relation or
Delcription of fomething future; for ’tis as
ealy to {peak of Things future plainly and in-
telligibly, - as it is of Things paft or prefent.
The fame Language {erves in both Cafes with

little
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little Variation. He who fays the River will
overflow its Banks next Year, .{peaksas plain-
ly as he who fays, it did overflow its Banks
laft Year. It 1s not therefore of the Nature
of Prophecy to be obfcure, for it may eafily
be made, when he who gives it thinks fit, as
plain as Hiftory.

On the other Side, a figurative and dark
Defcription of a future Event will be figura-
tive and dark {till when the Event happens;
and confequently, will have all the Obfcurity
of a figurative dark Defcription as well after
as before the Event. The Prophet Ifa:4b de-
{cribes the Peace of Chriff’s Kingdom in the
following manner: The Wolf fhall dwwell with
the Lamb, and the Leopard fhall lye down with
the Kid, and the Calf, and the young Lion, and
the Fatling together, and a little Child fhall
lead toem, x1. 6. No body, I{uppofe, (fome
modern fews excepted) ever underftood this
literally; nor can it now be literally applied
to the State of the Gofpel. It was, and is
capable of different Interpretations: it may
mean temporal Peace, and that, either pub-
lick of Kingdoms and Nations, or private
among the Profeffors of the Gofpel : it may
prefigure an internal and fpiritual Peace, the
Tranquillity of Mind which fets a Man at

Peace
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Peace with God, himfelf, and the World.
But whatever the true Meaning is, this Pro-
phecy, expounded by the Rules of Language
only, -does no more obtrude one determinate
Senfe upon the Mind fince the Cotning of
Chriff, than it did before. But then we fay,
the State of the Golpel was very properly
prefigured in this Defeription, and is as pro-
perly prefigured by an hundred more of the
like kind; and fince they all agiee in a fair
Application to the State of the Gofpel, we
ftrongly conclude, that the Gofpel State was
the Thing foretold under thefe “and many
other like Expreflions. So that the Argu-
ment from Prophecy for the Truth of the
Gofpel does not reft upon this, that the E-
vent has neceflarily limited and afcettained
the particular Senfe and Meaning of every
Prophecy; but in this, thatevery Prophecy
has in a proper Senfe been compléated by the
coming of Ghriff. ’Tis abfurd therefore to
expelt clear and evident Conviction from eve-
ry fingle Prophecy appliedto Ghriff, thé Evi-
dence muft arife from a View and Compari-
fon of all together.

Prophecies are siot all of one Kmd ot of
equal Clearnefs: The moft literal Prophecies
relating to Chrzff were not always at the Time

D of
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of the Delivery the plaineft; for many of
thefe relating to the moft furprizing and won-
derful Events under the Gofpel, wanted not
the Veil or Cover of figurative Language ; for
being plainly foretold, they could hardly, for
the {eeming Incredibility of the Things them-
felves, be received and admutted in their true
literal Meaning. A Virgmn fhall concerve a
So7, wasa Propofition which feemed to want
{fome other Interpretation than a literal one,
which was inconfiftent with all Experience
of the World: And therefore probably this
Prophecy was not underftood by the antient
Fews, as importing a miraculous Conception,
The Event has not made this Prophecy clearer
than it was before ; the Language of it was as
wellunderftood in the Prophets Time as now ;
but common Senfe led every Man to under-
ftand it in a Senfe agreeable to Nature and
Experience : But the Event has fhewed us,
that the plain literal Senfe, however incon-
fiftent with the Experience of Nature, 1s the
true Senfe. In like manner the Prophecies
from which the RefurreGion of Chrift is in-
ferred, were obfcure and dark, from a {eem-
ing Inconfiftency between the feveral Parts of
them. Itis foretold, that Chrs/ {hould be de-

fpifed and rejelted of Men, a Man of Sorrow

and
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and Affliction; that his AiG&ion thould put-
{ue him even to the Grave; and ’tis alfo fore-
told, that notWIthﬁandmg thefe Sufferings,
and a wretched Death, he thould prolong bis
Days, and have an everlafling Kingdom, and
Jee the Work of the Lord prafper in bis Haras.
Thefe Propheues are not'at all plainer now
than they were in the Beginning: - But the
plain Senfe appeared at that Time loaded
with Contraditions ; here was one born-to
Mifery and Aﬂiﬁfoﬂ, and yet he was the Heir
of an everlafting Kingdom : He was condemned,
exccuted, lnid in the Grave, and after all this
he was to prolong bis Days, and fee the Work
of te Lord profper in bis Hands. ~ The Refur-
retion of Chriff reconciled all thefe Difficul-
ties and feeming Inconfiftencies; and we now
readily admit thefe Prophecies in their plain
literal Senfe ; which was a very plain Senfe
before, tho’a 'very hard one to be imagined

or believed. . |
‘You may obferve, then, that the mott lite-
ral Prophecies have received the greateft Con-
firmation, and the moft Light from. the E- -
venit, For the Difficulty in this Cafe not ly-
ing-in the Darknefs or Obfcurity of the Ex-
prefiion, but in the feeming Impoflibility of
the ' Thing foretold, fuch fecming Impoffibi-
. D2 ity
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lity the Event fully cleared : But no Event

can make a figurative or metaphorical Ex-
prefilon to be a plain or a literal one; or re-
ftrain the Language of any Prophecy to one
determinate Senfe only, which was original-
ly capable of many,

I have faid thus much to thew what fort
of Clearnefs and Evidence we ought to ex-
pect from Prophecies after their Accomplifh-
ment. 'Tisa great Prejudice againtt this Ar-
gument, when Men come to it expecting
more from'it than it will yield. This they .
are led to by hearing it often faid, That Pro-
phecy, however dark and obfcure at firft,
crows wonderfully plain upon. the Accom-
plithment : Which in fome Cafes, as I have
{hewn, is in Fa& true; but is not, cannot be
foin all Cafes.

You may think it perhaps ftrange, that I
fhould be here pleading, as it were, for the
Obfcurity of antient Prophecies; whereas, you
may very well conceive, it would be more to
the Purpofe of a Chriftian Divine to maintain
their Clearnefs, Now as Mo/fesin anotherCafe
{aid, Iwould to God all the Lord's People were
Prophets ; {o fay I in this Cafe, I would to
God all the Prophecies of the Lord were ma-
nifeft to all his People. But it matters little

what
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what we with for, or think beft ; we muft be
content with fuch Light and DireGion as
God has thought proper to beftow on us:
And to enquire why the antient Prophecies
are not clearer, is like enquiring why God-
has not given us more Reafon, or made us-
as wife as Angels: He has given us in both
Cafes fo much Light, as he thought proper,
and enough to ferve the Ends heintended. -~

It is, doubtlefs, a Miftake to conceive Pro-
phecy tobeintended {olely or chiefly for their
Sakesin whofe Time the Events predicted are
to happen, - What great Occafion is there to-
lay in fo long beforehand the Evidences of
Prophecy to convince Men' of Things that
are to happen in their own Times; the Truth’
of which they may, if they pleafe, learn from'
their own Senfes? How low an Idea does'it
give of the Adminiftration of Providence, in
fending Prophets one after another in evéry
Age from Adam toChrift, to.imagine, that
all this Appararus was for their Sakes who'
lived in and after the Times of Chrzff, with
little regard to the Ages to whom the Pro-
phecies were delivered? As I'think the Pro-
phecies of the New Teftament are chiefly
for our Sake, who live by Faith and not by
Sight; {o 1 imagine the antient Pmphecws
had the like Ufe, and were chiefly intended

D3 to
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to fupport the Faith and Religion of the old

World. Had it been otherwife, 2 Set of

Pr()phemes given fome few Years before the.~

Birth of Chrift, would have ferved our Pur-

pofe as well as a Series of Propheues given

from the very Be&inning, and running thro’
cvery Age.

Let us then conﬁder the Ufe of Prophecy,
and this will help us to conceive the Degree
of Clearnefs which ought to attend it. Some
People are apt to talk, as if they thought the
Truth of fome F alts, recorded in the Gofpel,
depended upon the Clearnefs of the Prophe-
cies relating to them. . They fpeak for In-
ftance, as if they imagin'd the Certainty and
Reality of our Saviour's Refurrection were
much concerned in the Clearnefs of the Pro-
phecies relating to that great and wonderful
Event ; and feem. to think that- they are con-
fnting the Belief of his Refurrection, when -
they are trying to confound the Prophecies
relating to it. But can any thing be more
abfurd ? For -what Ground or Pretence is
there to enquire, whether the Prophecies,.
foreﬂlewmg that the Meffab thould die and
rife again, do. truly belong to Fefus, unlefs
we are firft fatisfied, that %efus died and.
rofe again ? We muft be in Pofleffion of the
Fadt, befere we can form . any Argument

| from
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rom Prophecy: And therefore the Truth
of the Refurrection, confidered as a Faf;, 1S
quite independent of the Ev1dence or - Au-
thority of Prophecy.

The Part which Unbelievers oughl: to take.

in this Queftion, thould be to thew from the
Prophets, that Fefus was neceflarily to rife
from the Dead ; and then to prove, that in
Fact efus never did rife: Here would be-a
plain Confequence. But if they do not like
this Method, they ought to let the Pr0phe- t
cies alone ; for if Fefus did not rife, there is
no Harm done if the Prophets have not fore-
told it: and if they allow the Refurre&mn
of Yefiss, what do they gain by difcrediting
the Prophecies ? The Event will be what it
is, let the Prophecies be what they will.-
There are many Prophecies in the old Tef-
tament relating to the Babylonifb Captivity,
and very diftin¢t they are, defcribing the'
Ruin of the holy City, the Deftruction of the
‘Temple, the carrying the Tribesinto a diftant
Country, and the Continuance of the Capti-
vity for Seventy Years. Can youn fuppofe
thefe Prophecies intended to convince the
People of the Reality of thefe Events when
they thould happen ? Was there any Danger

Dy they
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they fhould imagine themfelves fafe in their
own Country, when they were Captives at
Bﬂ?}']@ﬁ, unlefs they had the Evidence of Pro-
phecy for their Captivity 2 Or, that they
thould think their Temple ftanding in all its
Glory, when it was ruined before their Eyes?
;f the Suppofition be abfurd in this Cafe, it
1s {o in every Cale; for the Argument from
Prophecy is in all Inftances the fame. "Tis
plain then, that Matters related in the Gof-
pel do not depend for their Reality upon the
Evidence of Prophecy; they may be true,
though never foretold, or very obfcurely fore-
told ; nay they muft be admitted as true, be-
fore we can {o much as enquire whether any
Prophecy belongs to them,

But if this be the Cafe, that we muft ad-
mit all the Fa&s of the Gofpel to be true
before we can come at the Evidence of Pro-
phecy, what Occafion have we, you’llfay, to
enquire aiter Prophecy atall? Are not the
many Miracles of Chriff, his Refurre&ion
from the Dead, his Afcenfion to Heaven,
the pouring forth the Gifts of the Spirit up-
on the Apoftles, their {peaking with Tongues,
and doing many Wonders in the Name of
Corifi, {uflicient Evidence to us of the Truth
of the G ofpel, without troubling ourfelves tq

I knaw,
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know, whether thefe Things were foretold,
or in what Manner they werg foretold? To
anfwer this Queftion plainly, I think fuch
Fats, once admitted to be true, are a com-
pleat Evidence of the divine Authority of 3
Revelation : And had we known no more of
Chrift, than that he claimed to be attended to
as a Perfon fent and commiffioned by God,
he needed no other Credentials than thefe
already mentioned ; and it would have been
impertinent to demand what Prophet fore-
told his Coming. For in a like Cafe, ‘who
forgtold the Coming of Mofes to be a Law-
giver to Ifrael? God had promifed - Abrabam
togive his Pofterity the Land of Canaan ; but
that he would give. it by Mofes. he had not -
promifed ; that he would talk with. him Face
to- Face, and deliver his Law to him, and by
him to the People, he had not foretold : The
Authority therefore of Mofes, asa divine Law-
giver, ftands upon the miraculons. Works
performed by him, and the wondenful At-
teftations given to. him by the Prefence of
God in the Mount, in: the Eyes of al] the
People; but upon Prophecy it does.not ftand,
for of him there were no, Prophecies. This
{hews that Prophecy is.notan Evidence eflen-

tial
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tial to the Proof of a divine Revelation; for
1t may be {pared in one as well as another.

But the Cafe of the Gofpel differs from that
of the Law ; for though the Law was not pro-
phefied of, the Gofpel was; he who deli~
vered the Law was one of the firlt who pro-
phefied of the Gofpel, and toid the People
{o long beforehand, That God would raife
Propbet like unto him, whom they muft bear in
afl Things: By which Prediction he guarded
the People againft the Prejudice which his
own Authority was like to.create againft a
new Lawgiver ; telling them beforehand that
when the great Prophet came, their Obedi-
ence ought to be transferred to him. - The
{fucceeding Prophets fpeak more fully of the
Office, Character, Sufferings, and Glory of
the Saviour of Ifrael, and the Defire of all
Nations, Now one of the Charaters, which
our Saviour conftantly aflumes and claims in
the Gofpel, 1s this, That he is the Perfon {po-
ken of by Mofes and the Prophets. Whether
he is this Perfon or no, muft be tried.by the
Words of Prophecy ; and this makes the Ar-
gument from Prophecy fo far neceflary.to
eftablith-the Claim of the Gofpel ; and it-has
been very juftly, as well as acutely obferved,
that the Proof of this Point muft rely entirely

on
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on the Evidence of Prophecy. Miracles in.
this Cafe can afford no Help ; if the Prophets.

have not {poken of Chriff, all the Miracles in

the World will not prove that they have {po-
ken of him *

Thefe Conﬁderatlons (hew how fa1 the,
Gofpel is neceffarily concerned in prophetical
Evidence. - Chriff has done the Works which
no Man ever did, and given the fulleft Evi-
dence of a Divine Commiffion ; but he claims
to be the Perfon foretold in the Law and the
Prophets: and as Truth muft ever be confift-
ent with itfelf, this Claim muft be true, or
it deftroys all others. 'This is the Point then
to be tried on the Evidence of Prophecy : Is
Chrift-that Perfon defcribed and foretold un-
der the Old Teftament, or no? Whether all
the Prophecies relating to him be plain, or
not plain: Whether all the Ways ufed by the
Jfews of arguing from the Old Teftament, be
convincing to us, or no, it matters little: The
fingle Queftion is, Is there enough plain to
fhew us that Cbrgﬂ is the Perfon foretold un-
der the Old Teﬁarncnt e If there i s, we are
at an End of our Enguiry, and want no fur~
ther . Help from Prophecy ; efpecially fince
we, toule St. Pefer’s Expreflion, have, in;this

* Grounds and Reafons, p. 31, L ~
Cafe
- }
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Cafe, feen the Day dawn, and enjoyed the
marvellons Light of the Gofpel of God.

I am not now {peaking of the great Advan-
fage that may be made of prophetical Evi~
dence for convincing Unbelievers of the Truth:
of the Gofpel ; but am confidering how far
the Truth of the Gofpel neceffarrly depends
upon this kind of Evidence. Thefe are twor
very different Enquiries.- It is weceffary for
us to fhew that Gor¢ff 1s the Perfon promifed
to be a Saviour to Ifrael; and when we have
fhewed this, no Oppofer of the Gofpel has
more to demand. But we may carry our En«
quiries much: further; we may contemplate
all the Steps of Providence relating to-the Sal-
vation and Redemption of Mankind in: the
feveral: Ages of the World; and by a- Compa-
rifon of all the Parts, may difcern that Corsff |
was indeed the End of the Law, and of all.
Promifes made to the Fathers.: That all the
Deliverances given by God to: his People were
but Shadows, and as it were an Earneft of
the great Deliverance he‘intended to give by
his Son : That all the Ceremonials of the
Law were Reprefentations of the Subftance
of the Gofpel : Fhatthe Asronical Sacrifices
and Priefthood were Figures of better Things
to come, But thefe Enquiries-do- not ftand‘in

the
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the Rank of Things to be neceflarily proved
to every Believer ; they do not enter into the
Principles of the Dottrine of Chriff, as the
Apoftle to the Hebrews exprefsly tells us;
but belong to thofe who go on to Perfection:
‘'Which DiftinGtion given by the Apoftle in
the Fifth and Sixth Chaptersto the Hebreaws,
is well worth confidering, as being a Key to
open the true Ufe of all typical and allego-
rical Applications of Scripture.

DISCOURSE
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DISCOURSE III
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yor—mecall 1 15 neceflary to take this Mat-
SEIBWO ter higher, to look back to
the Rife and Progrefs of di-
2% @l vine Prophecy, and to obferve
mmed what Ends the Wifdom of
God intended to ferve by Means of it. ’Tis
no Commendation of Prophecy to fay thatit s

very dark and obfcure; nor yet.can it be a
Reproach, provided it anfwers all the Ends
defigned by Providence. To enable ourfelves
therefore to judge of Prophecy, we muft

enquire to what End Prophecy was given ;
and this is the Subjeét 1 now propofe to

your Confideration.

It will not be faid, becaufe it cannot be
maintained, that we have any Rngf to the
Knowledge
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Knowledge of Things future. God 1s not
obliged either in Wifdom or Goodnefs, and
much lefs in Juftice, to declare to us the
'Things which fhall be hereafter. In regard
therefore to the Knowledge of Futurity, whe-
ther it be little, or much, or nothing that God
thinks fit to communicate to us, we can
have no Reafon to complain; for having no
Right, wecan pretend no Injury. Since there-
fore we have no Demand on God for this{ort
of Knowledge in any degree whatever, ’tis
evident that whenever we have it, we muft
afcribe our having it to fome fjbeczal Reaﬁm
of Providence: which Reafonsalone can limit
the Degree of Light and Knowledge which
ought to attend upon the Word of Prophecy.
For if we have from Prophecy {fo much Light
as fully anfwers the End of giving the Pro-
phecy, I would fain know upon what Rea-
{fon we can form a Complaint for want of
more? I mean this, to fhew how abfurd it is
for Men to take Counfel of their Curiofity,
when they confider the Ufe and Weight of
Prophecy : in this View they will find no-
thing to faiisfy them : they may go on for

ever alking, why are we not told more, ot

more diftin¢tly? Which Queftions we may

promife to anfwer, whenever they inform us
upon



upon what Right they demand to be told any
thing ; which if they cannot do, all fuch
Complaints muft be laid afide ; and we-muft
come to the only proper and material Con-
fideration, What End did the Wifdom of God
propofe to ferve by the antient Prophecies, and
bow bas this End been ferved by them ¢

«“ By Prophecy I underftand allthe Decla-

“ rations which God has made concerning
«“ the future State of Mankind in this World,,

““ orin the next ; confequently, all the Hopes
“ and Expectations which are grounded on.
“ God’s Promifes, and do not refult from
« Reafon and natural Knowledge, I refer to
““ Prophecy, as their Original.”  If there be
any other kind of Prophecy not compre-
hended in this Delcription, there may be,
perhaps, before we take leave of this Sub- -
1e&t, a proper Place to confider it; but at pre-
{ent I (hall confine myfelf within the Limits
of this Defcription. .
It cannot be fuppofed that God has deli-
vered Prophecies only to fatisfy or employ
the Curiofity of the Inquifitive ; or that he
gave his Spirit to Men merely to enable them
to give forth Prediions for the Amufement
and Entertainment of the World : there muit
be fome End intended tworty of the Autior.
E VVhat
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What End can you conceive worthy of God
but the Promotion of Virtue and Religion,
and the general Peace and Happinefs of
Mankind ? Thefe Things belong to him, as
Creator and Governor of the World ; thefe
Things are his Province.

"Tistrue, you'll fay, thefe Things do belong
indeed to God ; but what has Prophecy to do |
with thefe Things ? God can governthe World
without letting us into his Secrets ; and as for
Virtue and Religion and our ewn Happmefs,
he has given_us a plain Law to walk by,
the Refult of that Reafon and Knowledge
with which he has endowed us. Prophecy
can never contradi¢t or over-rule the Light
of Reafon and Nature ; nor can we fuppole
that we came {oimperfect and unfinifhed out
of the Hands of oui Creator, as not to have
Light enough to {ee our own Duty, and to
purfue our natural Happinels, but to want at
every Turn an Admonifher at out Elbow,

Let us allow the original State of Nature
to be as perfet and complete as you defire.

But what if the Cafe fhould be altered ?
how will Matters ftand then? "Tis no un-
reafonable Suppofition, this; for fince Man
was created a moral Agent, with Freedom
of Will, it was poflible for him #o fa//; and

confe-



"

DISCOURSE IL 51

confequently, pofibly he may have fallen. Let
us fuppofe for the prefent this to be the Cafe ;
and tell us now, from Natural Religion, what
muft fuch Sinners do ?- RePENT, you'll fay;
for it is agreeable to the Goodnefs of God to
accept Repentanice, and to reftore Offenders
to his Favour. Very well; but how often
will this Remedy ferve ? may Sin and Repent
ance go on- for ever in a perpetual Round ?
To allow this, differs nothing from allowing
a Liberty and Impunity to fin without Re-
pentance. If God is Governor and Judge of
the World, there muft be a Time for Judg-
ment ; and Men may, after all reafonable and
equitable Allowances made, be ripe for Judg-
ment. Let this be the Cafe then: Suppofe a
Man, afterall equitable Allowances made, to
be condemned under and by the Law of Na-
ture, and living in daily Expeation of Exe-
cution: I afk, what fort of Religion you
would advife him to in the mean time }—
Natural Religion ?—~To what Purpofe }—
He has had his Trial and Condemnation by
that Law already, and has nothing to learn
from it but the Mifery of his Condition. 1do .
not mean that the Senfe of Natural Religion
wiil be loft in fuch 2 Man. He may fee, per-
haps more clearly than ever he did, the Dif-
E 2 ference
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ference between Good and Evil, the Beauty
of moral Virtue, and feel the Obligations
which a rational Creature is under to his Ma-
ker: but what Fruit will all this Knowledge
yield ? what certain Hope or Comfort will 1t
adminifter ? A Man with a Rope about his
Neck may fee the Equity and Excellency of
the Law by which he dies; and if he does,
he muft fee that the Excellency of it is to
protect the Virtuous and Innocent : but what
15 this Excellency to him, who has forfeited
the Proteltion of all Law? If you would
recommend Natural Religion, exclufive of
ail other Affiftance, ’tis not enough to thew
from Principles of Reafon the Excelfency and
Reafonablenefs of moral Virtue, or to prove,
from the Nature of God, that he muft delight
1n and reward Virtue : you muft go one Step
turther; and prove from the Nature of Maxn
too, that he is excellent/y qualified to obey this
Law, and cannot well fail of attaining all the
Happinels under it that ever Nature defigned
for him.  If you ftop fhort at this Confidera-
tion, what do you gain? What imports it
that the Law is good, if the Subyeftsare {o bad,
tnat either they will not or cannot obey it ?
When you prove to Sinners the Excellency
of «vatural Religion, you only fhew them

how
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how juftly they may expec to be punifhed

for their Iniquity : A fad Truth, which wants “

no Confirmation! All the poffible Hope left
in fuch a Cafe 1s, that God may. freely par<
don and reftore them ; but whether he willor
no, the Offenders can never certainly learn.
from Natural Religion. |

Should God think fit to be reconcﬂed to
Sinners, Natural Religion would again be~
come the Rule of their future Trial and
Obedience : but their Hopes muft flow from.
another Spring 5 their Confidence in God muft
and can arife only from the Promife of God 3
that is, from the Word of Propbecy; for
which Reafon Propbecy muft for ever be an
effential Part of fucha Sinner’s Religion.

This Reafoning agrees exactly with the
antienteft and moft authentic Account we
have of the Beginning of Prophecy in the
World. When God had finithed all his
Works, and Man, the chicf of then, he view'd
them all, and bebold they were very good. How
Jong this Goodnefs lafted we know not ; that it
did not laft very long is certain. During the
Time of Man’s Innocence, there were fre-
quent Communications between God and
him, but not the leaft Hint of any #%srd of
Pr ap/yc’c}r detivered to him. . The Hopes of

E 3 - Nuature



54 DISCOURSE IIL

Nature were then alive and wvigorous, and
Man had before him the Profpect of all that
Happinefs to which he was created, to en-
courage and {upport his Obedience. 1In this
State Nafural Religion wanted no other Af-
{iftance, and therefore 7¢ had no other.

But when the Cafe was altered by the
Tranfgreffion of our fir{t Parents ; when Na-
tural Religion had no longer any fure Hopes
or Comforts in referve, but left them to the
fearful Expeftation of Judgment near at
hand ; when God came down to judge the
Offenders, and yet with Intention finally ta
relcue and preferve them from the Ruin
brought on_themfelves; then came in the
Ford of Prophecy, not in Oppofition to Na-
tural Religion, but in Support of it, and to
convey zcw Hopes to Man, fince his swn
were Irrecoverably loft and extinguifhed in
the Fall. .

The Prophecy tben given being the firft,
and indeed (as I conceive) the Ground-work
and Foundation of all that have been fince,
it well deferves our particular Confideration.

It may be expected perhaps, that the Way
theuld be cleared to this Enquiry, by remov-
ing firft the Difficulties which arife from

the hiftorical Narration of the Fall; and
could
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could any thing material be added in Sup-
- port of what is commonly faid upon this
Subje@, the Time and Pains would be well
placed : But the more and the oftener this Cafe
1s confidered in all its Circumitances, the
more will the commonly received Interpre-
tation prevail ; which is evidently the true
antient Interpretation of the Fewz/b Church,
as appears by the Allufions to the Hiftory of
the Fall, to be met with in the Books-of the
Old Teftament.

To fome Unbelievers, if I miftake not
their Principles, the Hiflory of the Fall would
have been altogether as #ncredible, tho’ per-
haps not quite fo diverfing, had it been told
inthe fimpleft and plainef} Language.

*Tis to little purpofe therefore to trouble
them with an Account of the Genius of the
Eaftern People, and their Language; for you
‘may as foon perfuade them that a Serpent
tempted Eve, as that any evil Spirit did. If you
afk, why the Devi/ might not as well /peak
to Eve under the Form of a Serpent, as give
out Oracles to the old Heathen World under
that and many other Forms? you gain no-
thing by the Queftion: for Oracles, whether
Heathen or fewifh, are to them alike ; they
difpute not their Authori¥y, but their Reality.

E 4 Thig
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This 1s a Degree of Unbelief which has no
Right to be admltted to debate the (Lefhon
now under Confideration.

As to others, who are not Inﬁdels Wlth
regard to Religion in general, yet are thock’d
with the Circumftances of this Hiftory; I
defire them to confider, that the Speculations
arifing from the Hiftory of the Fa/l, and the
Introduction of natural and moral Evil into
the World, are of all others the moft abftrufe,
and furtheft removed out of our Reach: that
this Difficulty led Men in the earliefl Time
to imayine two sndependent Principles of Good
and E‘uzl a Notion deftructive of the Sove-
reignty of God, the Maintenance of which is
the principal End and Defign of the Mofaic
Hiftory. Had the Hiftory of Man’s Fall
plainly introduced an znvifivle evil Being, to
confound the Works of God, and to be the
Author of Iniguity, it might have given great
Ceuntenance to this Error of two Principles 5
or, to prevent it, Mofes muft have writ an
Hiftory of the Anugels Fali likewife ; a Point,
I {uppole, to which his Commifiion did not
extend, and of which, pernaps, we are not
capable Judges: and fince this Dithculty
might 1n a great meafure be avoided, by
having'tecourfe to the common Ufage of the

X Eaficrn
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Eaflern Countries, which was, toclothe Hi-
ftory in Parables and Similitudes, it feems not
improbable that for #hts Reafon the Hiftory
of the Fall was put into the Drefs in which
we now find 77,

The Serpent was remarkable for an nfidi~
ous Cunning, and therefore ftood as a proper
Emblem of a Decerver ; and yet, being one
of . the loweft of the Creatures, the Emblem

gave no Sufpicion of any Power concerned
that might pretend to 71va/ the Creator..

This Method has not fo obfcured this Hi-
{tory, but that we may with great Certainty
come to the Knowledge of all that 5s necef~
fary for us to know. Let us confider the
Hiftory of Mofes, as we fhould do any other
antient Egffern Hiftory of like Antiquity:
Suppofe, for Inftance, that this Account of
the Fall had been preferved to us out of San-
choniatho’s Phenician Hiftory: We fhould
in that Cafe be ata Lofs, perhaps, to account
for every Manner of Reprefentation, for every
Figure and Expreflion in the Story; but we
fhould foon agree, that all thefe Difficulties
were imputable to the Manner and Cufioms of
his Age and Country ;.and {hould thew moye
Refpect to fo venerable a Piece of Antiquity,
than tocharge it with Want of Senfe, becaufe

WC
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we did not underftand every minute Circum-
ftance. We fhould likewife agree, that there
were evidently four Perfons concerned in the
Story ; the Man, the Woman, the Perfon re-
prefented by the Serpent, and God, Difagree
we could not about their feveral Parts. The
Serpent is evidently the Tempter ; the Manand
the 77oman the Offendcrs; God the Fudge of
all Three. The Punifbments inflited on the
Man and Voman have no Ob{curity in them;
and. as to the Serpent’s Sentence, we fhould
-think it reafonable to give it fuch a Senfe as
the whole Series of the Story requires.

*T'is no unreafonable Thing furely to de-
mand the fame Equity of you in interpret-
ing the Senfe of Myfes, as you would cer-
tainly ufe towards any other antient Writer.
And if the fame Equity be allowed, this
plcin Faéf undeniably arifes from the Hi-
{ftory : “ That Man was tempted to Difobe-
““ dience, and did difobey, and forfeited all
““ T.de to Happinefs, and to Life itfelf; that
““ God judged hzm, and the Decerver hikewile
‘““ under the Form of a Serpent.”” We require
no more; and will proceed upon this Fadt
to confider the Prophecy before us.

The Frophecy 1s Part of the Sentence paf-
fed upon the Deceiver; the Words are thefe:

I awill
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Twill put Enmity between thee and the Woman,
and between thy Seed and ber Seed: It foall bruife
thy Head, and thou fhalt bruife his Heel: Gen. iii.
I 5. Chriftian Writers apply this toour blefled
Saviour, emphatically ftyled here 22e Seed of the
Woeman, and who came in the Fulnefs of Time
to bruife the Serpent’s Head, by deftroying the
Works of the Devil, and reftoring thofe to the
Liberty of the Sons of God, who were held
under the Bondage and Captivity of Sin.You'll
{ay, What unreafonable Liberty of Interpreta-
tion 1s this? Tell us, by what Rules of Lan-
guage, theSeed of the Woman is made to denote
one particular Perfon, and by what Art you dif-
cover theMyftery of Corzff’s miraculous Con-
ception and Birth 1n this common Expreffion ?
Tell us, hikewife, how bruifing the Serpent’s
Head comes to fignify the deftroying the
Power of Sin, and the Redemption of Man-
kind by Chrzf# 2 *T'is no wonder to hear fuch
Queftions from thofe who look no further
than to the Third Chapter of Genefis, to fee
the Ground: of the Chriftian Application. As
the Prophecy ftands zhere, nothing appears to
point out this particular Meaning ; much lefs
to confine the Prophecy toit. But of this
hereafter. Let us for the prefent lay afide all
our own Notions, and go back to that State

and
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end Conditien of Things, which was at the
Time of the Delivery of this Prophecy ; and
fee (if haply we may difcover it) what God
intended to difcover at that Time by this
Prophecy, and what we may reafonably {up-
pofe our firft Parents underftood it to mean..

They were now in a State of Sin, ftand-
mg before God to receive Sentence for
their Difobedience, and had Reafon to ex-

pect a full Execution of the Penalty threat-
ened, In the Day thou cateft thereof, thou
Shalt furcly die.  But God came 1n Mercy as
well as Judgment, purpofing not only to pu-
nifh, but to reftore Man. The Judgment is
awful and {evere ; the Woman 1s doomed to
Sorrow in Conception ; the Man to Sorrow
and Travel all the Days of his Lite; the
Ground 1s curfed for his fake; and the End
of the Judgment is, Duff thou art, and unto
Duft thou flalt return. Had they been left
thus, they might have continued in their La-
bour and Sorrow for their appointed Time,
and at laft returned to Duft, without any
we'i-grounded Hope or Confidence in God :
‘They muft have looked upon themfelves as
rejclted by their Maker, delivered up to
Trouble and Sorrow in this World, and as
having no Ilepe in any other. Upon this

Foot,
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Foot, I conceive, there could have been no
Religion left in the World; . for a Senfe of
Religion without Hope, isa State of Phrenzy
and Diftra&ion, void of all Inducements to
Love and Obedience, or any thing elfe that
is pralfe-worthy. 1f therefore God intended
to preferve them as Objects of Mercy, it was
ablolutely neceflary to communicate fo much
Hope to them, as might be a rational Foun-
dation for their future Endeavours to recon-
cile themfelves to him by a better Obedience.
This feems tobe the premary Intention of this
firft divine Prophecy ; and it was necefiary to
the State of the World, and the Condition of
Religion, which could not poflibly have been
fupported without the Communication of
{fuch Hopes. The Prophecy is excellently
adapted to this Purpofe, and manifeftly con-
veyed {uch Hopes to our firft Parents. -For
let us confider in what Senfe we may fuppofe
them to underftand this Prophecy. Now
they muft neceffarily underftand the Prophe-
cy, either according to the literal Meaning
of the Words, or according to fuch Meaning
as the whole Circumftance of the Tranfac-
tion, of which they are a Part, does requiire.
It we {fuppofe them to underftand the Words
iicrally, and that God meant them fo to be.

under-
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underftood, this Paffage muft appear ridicu-
lous. Do but imagine that you fee God com-
ing to judge the Offenders; Adam and Eve
before him in the utmoff Diftrefs ; that you
hear God inflicting Pains and Sorrows and
Mifery and Death upon the Firft of human
Race; and that in the midft of all this Scene
of Woe and great Calamity, you hear God
foretelling, with great Solemnity, a very tri-
vial Accident that fhould fometimes happen
in the World: That Serpents would be apt
to bite Men by the Heels, and that Men
would be apt to revenge themfelves by firik-
ing them on the Head. What has #hus Tr{ﬂ;
to do with the Lofs of Mankind, with the
Corruption of the natural and moral World,
and the Ru:n of all the Glory and Happinefs
of the Creation? Great Comfort it was to
Adam, doubtlefs, after telling him that his
Days fhould be {hort and full of Mifery, and
his End without Hope, to let him know,
that he thould now and then knock a Snake
on the Head, but not even that, without pay-
ing dear for his poor Victory, for the Snake
thould often bite him by the Heel. Adam,
{urely, could not underftand the Prophecyin
this Senfe, tho' fome of his Soas have {o un-
derftood 1t; a plain Indication how much

4 more
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more fome Men are concerned to thaintain
a literal Interpretation of Scripture than they
are to make it {peak common Senfe. Leaving
this thereforeas abfolutely abfurd and ridicu-
lous, let us confider what Meaning the Cir-
cumnftances of the Tranfattion do neceflarily
fix to the Words of this Prophecy. ddam
tempted by his Wife, and fhe by the Serpent,
had fallen from their Obedience, and were
now 1n the Prefence of God expetting Judg-
ment. They knew full well at this Jun&ure,
that their Fa/l was the Viétory of the Serpent,
whom by Experience they found to be an
Enemy to God and to Man; to Man, whom
he had ruined by feducing him to Sin; to .
God, the nobleft Work of whofe Creation
he had defaced. It could not therefore but be
fome Comfort to them to hear the Serpent
firft condemned, and to fee that, however he
had prevailed againft them, he had gained
no Victory over their Maker, who was able
to aflert his own Honour, and to punifh this
great Author of Iniquity. By this Method
of God's Proceeding they were fecured from
thinking that there was any evil Being equal
to the Creator in Power and Dominion : An
Opinion which gained Ground in After-
times, through Prevalency of Evil ; and is,

where
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where it does prevail, deftructive of all true
Religion.  The Condemnation therefore of
the Serpent was the Maintenance of God’s
Supremacy ; and that it was {o underftood,
we have, 1f I miftake not, a very antient
Teftimony 1n the Book of b : With God
is Strength and Wifdom, the Decerved and the
Decerver are bis 5 1. e. equally {ubjeéted to his
Command, 7ob xii. 16. The Belief of God’s
{fupreme Dominion, which is the Foundation
of all Religion, being thus prelerved, it was
{till neceffary to give them fuch Hopes as
might make them capable of Religion to-
ward God. Thefe Hopes they could notbut
conceive, when they hedrd from the Mouth
of God, that the Serpent’s ViCtory was nct a
compleat Victory over even themfelves; that
they and their Pofterity {hould be enabled to
conteft his Empire; and tho’ they were to
{uffer much in the Struggle, yet finally they
fhould prevail and bruife the Serpent’s Head,
and deliver themfelves from his Power and
Dominion over them. What now could they
conceive this Conquelt over the Serpent to
mean’ Is it not natural to expe& that we
(hall recover that by Vitory, which we loft
by being defeated? They knew that the

Enemy had {ubdued them by Sin, could they
then
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hen conceive Hopes of Victory otherwife
than by Righteoufnefs? They loft thro’ Sin
the Happinefs of their Creation, could they
expect lefs from the Return of Righteoufnefs
than the Recovery of the Bleflings forfeited ?
What elfe but this could they expeét? For
the certain Knowledge they had of their Lofs
when the Serpent prevailed, could not but
lead them to a clear Knowledge of what
they thould repain by prevailing againft the
Serpent. The Language of this Prophecy is
indeed in part metaphorical, but it is a great
Miftake to think that all Metaphors are of
uncertain Signification ; for the Defign and-
Scope of the Speaker, with the Circum-
ftances attending, create a fixed and determie
nate Senfe. Were it otherwife, there would
be no Certainty in any Language; all Lan-
guages, the Eaffern more efpecially, abound-
Ing in Metaphors.

Let us now look back to our Subject, and
{ee what Application we are c to make of this
Inftance.

This Prophecy was to our firft Parents
but very obfcure ; it was, in the Phrafe of St.
Peter, but a nght (hining in a dark Place :
All that they could certainly conclude from t.

was, that their Cafe was not defperate ; that
F fome
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{ome Remedy, that fome Deliverance from
the Evil they were under, would in Time
appear ; but wbhen, or where, or by what
Means, they could not underftand : Their
own Sentence, whieh returned them back
again to the Duft of the Earth, made it
difficult to apprehend what this ViCtory oves
the Serpent thould fignify, or how they, who
were thortly. to be Duft and Afhes, fhould
be the better for it. But after all that can be
urged upon this Head to fet out the Obicu-
rity of this Promife, I would afk one Que-
ftion : Was not this Promife, or Prophecy,
tho’ furrounded with all this Obfcurity, &
Foundation for Religion and Truft and Con-
fidence towards God after the Fall, in hopes
of Deliverance from the Evils introduced by
Difobedience ¢ If it was, it fully anfwered
the Neceffity of their Cafe, to whom it was
oiven, and manifefted to them all that God
intended to make manifeft. They could have
had towards God no Religion, without fome
Hopes of Mercy: It was neceffary therefore.
to convey fuch Hopes; but to tell them how
thefe Hopes thould be accomplifhed, at what
Time and Manner precifely, was not necef-
fary to their Religion. And what now is to
be objected againft this Prophecy ? It is very

| | obfcure,
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obfcure, you fay; fo it is; but it is obfcure in
the Points which God did not intend to ex-
plain at that Time; and which were not ne-
ceffary tobe known. You fee a plain Reafon
for giving this Prophecy, and as far as the
Reafon for giving the Prophecy extends, {o
far the Prophecy is very plain : "Tis obfcure
only, where there is no Reafon why it fhould
be plain ; which furely is a Fault eafily to be
forgiven, and very far from being a proper
Subject for Complaint.

But if this Prophecy conveyed to our firft
Parents only a general Hope and Expectation:
of Pardon and Reftoration, and was intended
by God to convey no more to zhem ; how
come we, their Pofterity, to find fo much
more in this Promife than we fuppofe them
to find? How is it that we pretend to difco-
ver Corift in this Prophecy, to fee in it the
Myftery of his Birth, his Sufferings, and his
final Triumph over all the Powers of Dark-
nefs? By what new Light do we difcern all
thefe Secrets, by what Art do we unfold
them ?

*T'is no Wonder to me, that fuch as come
to the Examination of the Prophecies applied
to Chriff, expeting to find in each of them
lome exprefs. Character and Mark of Chrif,

F2 planly
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plainly to be underftoed as fuch antecedently
to his Coming, fhould afk thefe, or many
other the like Queftions; or that the Argu-
ment from antient Prophecy fhould appear
fo flight and trivial to thofe who know no
better Ule of it. -
Known unto God are all bis Works from the
Begiuning ; and whatever Degree of Light
he thought fit to communicate to our firft
Parents, .or to their Children in After-times,
there is no doubt but that He had a perfe&t
Knowledge at all Times of all the Methods
by which he intended to refcue and reftore
Mankind : and therefore all the Notices
given by him to Mankind of his intended
Salvation, muft correfpond to the great
Event, whenever the Fulnefs of Time fhall
make it manifeft. = No Reafon can be given
why God fhould at all Times, or at any
Time, clearly open the Secrets of his Provi-
dence to Men; it depends merely upon his
cood Pleafure to do it in what Time and in
what Manner he thinks proper.  But there.
1s a neceflary Reafon to be given why all.
fuch Notices as God thinks fit to give,
{fhould anfwer exaltly in due Time to the
Completion of the great Defign. It 1s ab-
f:d therefore to complain of the antient

Pro-
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Prophecies for being obfcure, for it is chal-
lenging God for not telling us more of his
Secrets. But if we pretend that God has at
length manifefted to us by the Revelation
of the Gofpel the Method of his Salvation,

it is neceflary for us to fhew, that all the
Notices of his Salvation given to the old
‘World do correfpond to the Things which
we have heard and feen with our Eyes,
The Argument from Prophecy therefore is
not to be formed in this mannper; ¢ All the
““ antient Prophecies have exprefly pointed
““ out and charalterized Chriff Fefus " Bat
it muft be formed in this manner; ¢ All
“ the Notices which God gave to the Fa-
“ thers of his intended Salvation are pers
““ fectly anfwered by the coming of Chrifl.”
He never promifed or engaged his Word
in any Particular relating to the Common
Salvation, but what he has fully made good
by {fending his Son to our Redemption. Let
us try thefe Methods upon. the Prophecy
before us. If you demand. that we thould
{hew you, @ priori, Chrif} Fefus {et forth in
this Prophecy, and that God had limited
himfelf by this Promife to convey the Blef-
fing intended by fending his own Son in the
Flefh, and by no other Means whatever ;

Fi3 you |
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you demand what I cannot thew, nordo I -
know who can. But if you enquire, whe-
ther this Prophecy, inthe obvious and moft
natural Meaning of it, in that Senfe in which
our firft Parents, and their Children after,
might eafily underftand it, has been veri-
fied by the Coming of Chriff; I conceive it
may be made as clear asthe Sun at Noon-
day, that all the ExpeCations raifed by this
Prophecy has been compleatly anfwered by
the Redemption wrought by Chriff Fefus.
And what have you to defire more than to
iee a Prophecy fulfilled exatly? If you in-
fift that the Prophecy fhould have been
mare exprefs, you muft demand of God
why he gave you no more Light; but yon
ought at leaft to fufpend this Demand till
vou have a Reafon to. thew for it.

I know that this Prophecy is urged fur-
ther, and that Chriftian Writers argue from
the Expreflion of it, to fhew that Chriff is
therein particularly foretold : He pmperly 18
the Seed of @ Woman in a Senfe in which
no other ever was; his Sufferings were well
prefigured by zbe 5rzaf ng of the Heel, his
compleat Victory over Sin and Death by
brusfing the Serpent's Head. When Unbe-
lievers hear fuch Reafonings,. they think

- themfelves
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themfelves entitled to laugh ;' but their
Scorn be to themfelves. We readily allow,
thdt the Expreflions do not imply neceffa-
rily this Senfe ; we allow further, that there
1s no Appearance that our firft Parentsun~ -
derftood them in this Senfe; or that God
intended they fhould' fo underftand them:
But fince this Prophecy has been plainly
fulfilled in Chrif?, and by the Event appro-
priated to him only; I would fain know
how it comes to be conceived to be fo ridi-
tulous a thing inus, to fuppofe that God, to
whom the whole Event was known from
the Beginning, (*) fhould make choice of
{fuch Expreffions, as naturally conveyed fo
much Knowledge as he intended to convey
to our firft Parents, and yet fhould appear in
the Fulnefs of Time to have-been peculiarly
adapted to the Event which he from the
Beginning faw, and which he intended
the World: fhould one Day fee; and which

(*) Remember the former Things of old, for Iam God, and
there is none elfe; Iam God, and thereis none like me: de.
claring the End from the Beginning, and from antient Times
the Things that -are not yet done ; faying, My Counfel joall
fland, and I will do all my Pleafure, Ha. xlvi. g, 10.

The Works of the Lord are done in Judgment from the Be-
ginning : And from the Time be made them, he difpofed the
Parts thereof, Ecclus xvi. 26,

F 4 when
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when they fhould fee, they might the more
eafily acknowledo'e to be the Work of his
Hand, by the fecret Evidence which he had
inclofed from the Days of old in the Words
of Prophecy. However the Wit of Man
may delpife this Method, yet 1s there no-
thing in it unbecoming the Wi{dom of God.
And when we fee this to be the Cafe, not
only in this Inftance, but in many other
Prophecies of the O/d Teflament, it is not
without Reafon we conclude, that under
the Obfcurity of antient Prophecy there was
an Evidenceof God’s Truth kept in'Referve,
to be made manifeft in due Time,

As this Prophecy is the firft, fo it is the ,
only confiderable one, in which we have any
Concern from the Creation to.the Days of
Noabh.  What has been difcourfed therefore
upon this Occafion, may be underftood as
an Account of the firft Period of Prophecy.
Under this Period the Light of Prophecy
was proportioned to the Wantsand Neceffi-
ties of the World, and f{ufficient to maintain
Religion after the Fall of Map, by afford-
ing fufficient Grounds for Truft and Con-
fidence in God; without which Grounds,
which could then no otherways be had but
by Promife from Gaqd, Religion could not

have
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have been fupported in the World. * This
Prophecy was the Grand Charter of God’s
Mercy aftes the Fall Nature had no cer—
tain Help for Sinners liable to, Condemna-
tion ; her Right was loft with her Inno-
cence: It was neceffary therefore either to
deftroy the Offenders, or to fave. them by
ralﬁng them to a Capacny of Salvatlon by
oiving them fuch Hopes ds might -enable
them to exercife a reafonable Religion. So
far the. nght of Prophccy extended... By
what Means God intended to work his Sal-
vation, he did not exprefly declare; and
who has a Right to complain that he did not;
or to prefcribe to him Rules.in difpenfing his
Mercy to the Chlldren of Men ? This Pro-
phecy we; upon-whom the latter Days are
come, "have {feen. fully verified : more.fully
than thofe to whom- it was delivered could
perhaps.conceive, View this Prophccy, then,
with refpec to thofeto whom it was given,
it anfwered their Want and the immediate
End propofed by God ;. view it with. refpe&
£0 ourfclves, and it anfwers ours ;;and fhall
we ftill complain of its Obfcunty 2

The brmglng in of Prophecy was not thc
only Change in the State of Religion occa~
fioned by the Fall. = Sacrifice came inat the

fame
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fame Time, as appears by the courfe of the
Hiftory ; and it is hardly poffible it fhould
come in, efpecially at the Time it did, any
otherwife than upon the Authority of Divine
Inftitution, It is the firlt Af7 of Religion
mentioned in the facred Story to be accepted
by God ; which implies ftrongly that it was
of his own Appointment : for we can hardly
fuppofe that fuch a Mark of Diftinéion
would have been fet upon a mere biman In-
vention. In later Times, when the Account
of Things grows clearer, Sacrifice appears
to be appointed by God " as an Expration for
Siny and we have no Reafon to imagine
that it was turned afide from its 'original
Ufe. There s, indeed, no exprefs Declara-
tion of the Ufe of Sacrifice in Religion at
its firft Appearance, and yet fomething
there feems to be in the Account that may
give Light in this Matter.© We read, that
Cain brought an Offering of the Friat- tf the
Ground, and Abel of the Firfilings of bis Flock,
end the Fat thereof : The Lord had Refpet
untg Abel ‘and to bis Offering ; but unto Cain
and to bis Offering be bad not Refpect. Al-
lowing the Maxim" of the Fewifh Church
to have been good from the firft Inftitution
of Sacrifice, That without Blood there is no

RE’:
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Remiffion, the Cafe may pofiibly be this :
Abel came a Petitioner for Grace and Par-
don, and brought the Afomement appointed
for Sin; Cain appears before God as a juff
Perfon wanting no Repentance; he brings an
Offering in Acknowledgment of God’s Good-
nefs and Bounty, but no Afonement in Ac-
knowledgment of his own Wretchednefs.
The Expoftulation of God with Cain fa-
vours this Account; If thou doft well, fhalt
thou not be accepted? And if thou doff not
well, Sin lieth at thy Door: i. e. If thou art
righteous, thy Righteoufnefs fhall fave thee:
if thou art not, by what Expiation is thy
Sin purged ? It lieth {till at thy Door. Add
to this, that the Apoftle to the Hebrews fays,
that Abel’s Sacrifice was rendered excellent
by Faith: What could this Faith be, but a
Reliance on the Promifes and Appointments
of God? Which Faith Ca:n wanted, rely-
ing on his well-doing.

If you admit this Interpretation, it plainly
fhews that the true Religion inftituted by
God has been o7 and the fame from the
Fall of Adam, fubfifting ever upon the fame
Principles of Faith ; at firft upon only gene-
ral and obfcure Hopes, which were gradually
opened and unfolded in every Age till the

better
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better Days came, when God thought good
to call us into the marvellous Light of bis

Gofpel. |
This Piece of Hiftory is all the Account

we have of the Religion of the Ante-diluvian
World: It was properto be confidered for
the Relation there is between Prophecy and
the State of Religion in the World ; and for
this Reafon alfo, becaufe Sacrifice may per-
haps be found to be: one kind of Prophecy
or Reprefentation of the one great Sacrifice

once offered for the Sins of the World.

DISCOURSE
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3 into the World, and what Mea-
] fore of nght and Hope it
brought with it. The next

Enqu:ry is, to examine by what Degrees this
Promife was opened and unfolded in the {uc-
ceeding Ages of the World; and to ‘trace

the Methods of Divine Providence in prepa-
ring all Things for its Accomphifhment.
If we confider the firft Prophecy as the

Foundation of thofe Hopes, in which all the

Sons of .Adam have an Intereft ; in which the

Ages yet to come, as well as the prefentand
thofe already paft, are concerned; we fhall
not wonder to find that the Adminiftrations
of Providence have had in all Ages- relation. -

to this Prophecy, and fhall have, till the End

of all Things brings with it the. appointed
Time for the full Accomplithment.

One

%
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One thing, 1 prefume, will be eafily
eranted, becaufe it cannot be eafily denied ;
that if the antient Prophecies which concern
the general State and Condition of Man
with regard - either to this World or the next,
are indeed drvine Oracles, there muft be a
Confiftency in the whole ; and how dark or
obfcure foever fome Part of them might be
at the firft Delivety, and for Generations af-
terwards, yet muft they in the Event con-
fpire and centre in that great End which was
always in the View of Providence: Knswn
unto God are all bis Works from the Beginning
of the World, A&ts xv. 18,

Taking then this Prophecy to contain the
Purpofe of God with refpe@ to Mankind;
the Adminiftrations of Providence, together
with fuch further Declarations as God has.
thought fit to make, muft needs be the beft
Comment to help us to its Meaning.

The Account we have of the Antesdjluvian
World is very thort, and conveys but little
Knowledge to us of the Religion of thofe
‘Times, or of the Hopes and Expeltations
then entertained : Yet fomething there is to
thew that the Curfe of the Fall was remem-
bered and felt during that Period ; and that
thofe who preferved a Senfe of Religion, had

aln
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an Expecation of being delivéred fram the
Curfe ; which conld be grounded, as far as
appears, upon nothing but the Prophecy al-
ready mentioned.

Noah was born in the eleventh Century
after the Fall, and at the Time of his Birth,
his Father Lamech, by the Spirit of Pro-
phecy, declared, This fame fball comfort us
concerning- our Work and Toil of our Hands,
becaufe of the Ground which the Lord bath
curfed, Gen.v, 1g.

This Paflage is a very material one, and,
confidered in all its Views, will give fome
Light to the State and Condition of the
World during this Period. We may, I think,
trom hence fairly colle&t, 1. That the Curfe
upon the Ground fubfifted in all its Rigour
to the Days of Lamech ; and that the Work
and Toil neceflary to raife from the Ground
a {ufficient Support for Life, was a grievous
and irkfome. Burden. There is no Reafon to
imagine, but that Lamech had as good a Share
of the Things of the World as any other in
his Time ; and yet he fpeaks of the Labour
and Toil of Life, much more like a Man re-
porting what he had fe/t, than whathe had
only feen. 2. That there was an Expectation
n his Time, at leaft among thofe who had

2 net .
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not quite forgot God, of a Deliverance from
the Curfe of the Fall. Lamech’s Prophecy

does not introduce this Expectation, but is
grounded upon it: He feems to {peak to fuch
as had the fame common Hope with him{elf
of a Deliverance to come ; and points out to
them #be Child then born as the Inftrument
defigned by Providence to eafe them of their
Burden. THIS SAME fball comfort us: i.e.
This is the Seed of the Woman, the Heir of
the Promife, the Effect of which fhall be feen
in his Time. 3. That the antient Expecta-
tion, founded on the Prophecy given at the
Fall, was not of an smmediate and fudden
Deliverance. Above a Thoufand Years were
pafled from the Curfe to the Birth of Noa2,
and yet the Expectation of Deliverance con-
tinued ; whereas, had the Notion been, that
the Prophecy was to be immediately fulfilled,
the Delay had been long enough to tire out
their Patience and their- Hopes. 4. That the
antient Expetation was not that the World
thould be delivered a// af once from the whole
Curfe of the Fall. Lamech, who fo well re-
membered the Lord’s Cur/fe upon the Ground;
cannot be fuppofed to forget the greater Curfe
upon Man : Dauft thou art, and to Duft thou
Jhalt return. And yet from this Part of the

Curfe
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Curfe he gives no Hopes of Deliverance ;
Noah was not the Seed who fhould bring,
Life and Immortality to Light; of him he
only foretells, that he thould /ave them from
the Labour and Totlof their Hands; and leaves-
the Hopes of Deliverance from the greater
Curfe to ftand as they did, upon the Faith of
the ficft Prophecy. This Notion of a gradual
‘Deliverance from the old Curfe 1s agreeable
to all that has happened fince, and to the
prefent State of Things under the Gofpel : It
is frequently to be met with in the infpired
Writers, particularly in St. Paul/, who tells

us, THE LAST Enemy that ﬂm/l be de ﬁrayed
ts Death.

In Confequence of this Expofition of the
Predicion of Lamech, it muft be maintained,
that the Prophecy has been verified in the
Event: That the Earth has been reftored
from the Curfe laid on it at the Fall, and now
enjoys the Effect of the Blefling beftowed
on Noah, There will arife many Prejudices,
I am fenfible, againft this Notion now ad-
vanced. In the firft Place, the Prophecy
which was given at the Fall has been ufu-
ally appropriated to Chriff fefus, and to the
Deliverance we expe from him by the Re-
ftoration of Life and Immortality ; and it

. G may
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may be thought perhaps no good Service to
give any other Perfon a Share in this Pro-
phecy.

In anfiwer to this, I have {fome few Obfer-
vations to offer : 1. That the Cur/e of the Fail
manifeftly confifts of {everal Parts: Man was
doomed to a Life of Labour and Sorrow
here, the Ground curfed for his Sake, and he
condemned to feek his Food in the Sweat of
his Brow ; and after this Life ended, he was
fentenced to return to the Duft from whence
he was taken. 2. The Prophecy given as a
Support to Man under this Curfe, mentions
no kind of Deliverance particularly, but con-
veys a general Hope, which is limited to no
one Circumftance of the Curfe more than
another; and is therefore naturally under-
ftood to relate to the Whole. 3. Should there
appear Reafon fufhicient to induce us to think
that this Prophecy has already, in part, had
its Completion, and that the one Part of the
Curfe has been already removed ; it will be
{o far from weakening, that it will mightily
fupport and ftrengthen our Hopes of {eeing
the Whole removed in God’s own Time. 4.
It ought to be no Objetion, that this Pro-
phecy 1s fuppofed to point out more Events,
cr more Perfons than one. This is according

o



DISCOURSEIV. 83

to the Analogy of the antient Prophecies. And
why may not this Prophecy mean Noak and
Chriff, as well as many others mean David
and Chrift, Solormon and Chbriff, &c.
. Another Prejudice willarife from the com-
mon Notion of the prefent and paft State of
the Earth. Inftead of feeing any Alteration
for the better, according to the Prophecy of
Lamech, Men think they fee an Alteration
for the worfe in every Age: Nature feems to
them to be almoft {pent and worn out, and
lefs able to provide for her Children now than
formerly, ‘Thefe are the Sentiments of the
prefent Age, and they were {o of thofe paft.
We meet with many Refletions of this
kind in grave and ferious Authors: St. Cy-
prian, 1 remember, complains that Things
were {enfibly grown worfe even in the Com-
pafs of his own Time; that the Seafons of
the Year were not {o pleafant, nor the Fruits
of the Earth fo delightful and refrefhing as
he remembered them. I wonder not at his
Judgment; forIfind myfelf every Day grow-
Ing into the fame Opinion. The beft and the 1
choiceft Fruits ferved up at the Tables of the
Great, have no fuch Relith as thofe, which
they once provided for themfelves when they
were young : And many there are who can
G 2 . NOW
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now find but few Days gocd enough to bé
abroad, who yet can remember when there
were few bad enough to keep them at home.
Such Obfervations, therefore, as thefe, thew
how much Men alter themlelves ; but they
fthew nothing elfe.

But this Prejudice has a greater Support
from antient Tradition: We read of 4 Gol-
den Age, when Peace and Plenty reigned,
when Fraud and Violence were little known.
The old Writers, to whom we are indebted
for this Piece of Knowledge, fet off the
Story, by mixing with it great Complaints
of their own Times; that Iron Age, as they
call it, in which they lived. From thefe Au-
thorities many have been led to think that
the Cmﬁ upon the Earth has been_ever
growing and fhall grow till the End of all
Things.

But it onght to be confidered, that the
moft antient Writers, to: whom we are be-
holden for thefe Accounts, lived at‘ fuch 2
Diftance of Time from the Flood, that we
may very well fuppofe tlfat they had little
Knowledge of any Anthulty beyond it,
They might well call the Times foon after
the Flood antient Times, for {o they Were'
with refpe& to their own; and there is no

Pretence



Pretence for thmkmg that they knew any
thing of the Manner of Living before the
Flood. They might poffibly have fome ob-
fcure Tradition of the Paradifiacal State ; but
if they had, they confounded it with their
Golden Age, which plainly was a very differ-

ent Thing, Now the Ages next the Flood
afforded Ground enough for this antient T'ra-

dition, without fuppofing any fuch Altera-
tions -in the State of the Earth as are com-
‘monly imagiped. The Earth was in a poor
Condition indeed after the Flood, if it could
not afford Plenty for the few Inhabitants;
and what Occafion was there for Fraud and
Violence when every Man had more ‘than
enough? When Men increafed, and the Earth
was divided in Property, the Cafe altered
fome had morc than enough, and fome much

lefs, and every Man grew concerned to be
rich, and applied to the Arts of Fraud, or to
open Violence, as they beft ferved his Pur-
pofe Here then is the Golden Age ; and here
is the Iron Age. 'The firft happy State con-
tinued even to Abrabam’s Time: He and Lot
~were Strangers in the Land of Cangan ; they
“had great. Flocks and Herds with them, and
‘yet what Plenty did they enjoy? When their
Servants quarreled about fome Convemenmes

G 3 in
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in feeding their Cattle, Abrabam, as if he
had been Lord of the whole Soil, offers Lof
his Choice of the Country for his Cattle. Is
not the whole Land before thee 2—If thou wilf
take the Left Hand, thenwill I go to the Right ;
or if thou depart to the Right Hand, then I
will go fo the Left. Such a Difpute m thefe
Days would be attended probably with Strife
and Violence, with Fraud and Deceit, and
perpetual Feuds and Animofities between the
contending Parties: In Abrabam’s Time the
very Plenty the World enjoyed put an End
to the Quarrel ; not that the World is worfe
now than it was antiently, but Men are now
{o multiplied, and the Earth fo divided and
{cttled in Property, that private Men are not
left to their Choiceto fettle where they pleafe.
Some {mall Parts of the Earth, lying near
Towns, and Places of Habitation, were in
Abrabam's Time poflefled 1n Prdperty, a5
we learn from the Purchafe which he made of

a Burying-place. But he was no Purchafer
or Proprietor of the Country, where he fed his
Cattle, and yet he met with no Difturbance.

Settmg afide, therefore, thefe Prejudlces,lgt
us examine what the Truth of the Cafe is,
according to the beft Light now remaining,

If you confult Interpreters for the Mean-
| | ing
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ing of Lamech's Predi@ion ; fome V}rill tell
you, that Noab found out proper Tools and
Inftruments of Hufbandry, which was a
oreat Abatement to the Labour and Toil of
Tillage : but of this there is no Proof ; and

it is much more likely, that a Defcendent of
Cain’s was the Inventor of fuch Tools, than

that Noah was. We read nothing of Noah’s
Skill in this way: But we read of Tubal Cain
that he was an Inffrutlor of every Artificer in
Brafs and Iron: And can it be imagined that
there were Artificers in Iron fo early as Tubal
Cain, and no Application of the Art to the -
Works of Hufbandry till Noabs Time?
Some will tell you, that Noab firft invented
the Art of making Wine; a Liquor that
chears the Heart, and makes Men forget Sor-
row and T'rouble ; but.neither for this is there
any Proof. We read that after the Flood, he
began to be an Hufbandman,and planted a Vine-
yard ; but as he was not the firf} Hufbandman
in the World, fo neither can it be concluded
from hence, that he was the firft Vine-dreffer.

Others are of Opinion, that there is no-
thing prophetical in Lamech’s Declaration,
and that he had no View but to the Circum-
ftances of his own Family. Herejoiced, they

fay, to fee a Son born who might in Time be
G 4. aﬁiﬂ:—;
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afliting to him in the Toil of cultivating the
Ground. According to this Interpretation,
Noabh was fo far from being marked out as
the Perfon who fhall alleviate the Labour
and Toil of the World, that his Father re-
joiced only that he was come to take his
Share of it, and to be his Fellow-labourer.
But is there any thing in this particular to

tah? Is not every Son born to affift his Fa-
ther? and may not Lamech’'s Words be ap-
plied by every Father at the Birth of every
Son? Why then is this Speech reported of
Lamech only? Why is a peculiar Name, with
Reference to this Declaration, givento Noab,
if there was no peculiar Reafon for it ?

The Fewifh Interpreters are generally a-
greed to expound the Words of Lamech as
importing a Deliverance to be granted from
the Labour and Toil of Tillage, occafioned
oy the Curfe on the Ground: And fome of
them fuppofe the Words to have a regard to
the Reftoration of the World thro’ Nogh and
his Sons. But the Scripture itfelf will be our
pelt Guide in this Cafe ; thither let us go.

Lamech foretells that his Son Nozh fhould
ccmifort them concerning the Works and Toil of
toetr Hands, becaufe of the Ground which the
Lord bad curfed. When God informs Noah

of
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of his Defign to deftroy the World, he adds,!,
But with thee will T g/?ablz_/b 1y Covenant.
Lamech expetted, in virtue of God’s Pro-
mife, a Deliverance from the Curfe of the
Harth, and forefees that Deliverance would
come thro’ his Son. When God threatens to
deftroy the Earth, and compleat the Curfe
he had laid on it, he thinks upon his Cove-
nant, and promlfes Noab the Benefit . Of ity
What Covenant- was this that had fuch Im-

mediate_ relation to the DeftruGion of the
World? What could it be but the very Pro-

mife which Lamech faw fhould be made good |
to Noah; and which is here a&ually convey-
ed to Noab by a new Promife ? ‘The Words,

I will eftablifl my Covenant, mutft relate to.a
Covenant then fubfifting, and not toa Covc-

nant afterwards. to be made ; *as :{irill' be evi-
dent to thofe who will exammc the Import

of this Phrafe in Scnpture But-to procced
The Flood being over, God declares, F
will not again curfe the Ground any more for
Man’s fake. It appears from this Declara-
tion;. 1. That the Flood was the Effe of
that Curfe which was denounced againft the
Earth.for Man’s fake, - 2. That the o/d Curfe
was fully executed and accomplithed in the
Flood.  In confequence of which Difcharge
from
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from the Curfe, a new Blefling is immedi-
atcly pronounced upon the Earth; #hile
the Earth rematncth, Seed-time and Harveft,
and Cold and Heat, and Summer and Winter,
and Day and Night fhall not ceafe, Gen. viit.
- 22. This is called a Covenant between God
and the Earth, ch. ix. ver. 13. And a Cove-
nant with Noa# and his Seed, and with every
hivtng Creature, of the Fowl, of the Cattle,
and of every Beafi of the Field, ver. 8, 9, 10,
and in Truth a Bleffing, on the Earth, is pro-
perly 2 Bleffing not only on Man, but on all
hiving Creatures which fubfift on the Earth+
And it is with refpe& to this Covenant that
the Pfa/mif? breaks forth into the Admiration
of God’s Geodnefs. Thy Mercy, Q Lord, is 12
the Heavens, and thy Faitbfulnefs reacheth
unto the Clouds. Thy Righteopfnefs is like the

great Mountains, thy fudgments are a great

Deep: O Lord thou prefervel MAN and
BEAST, Pfal. xxxvi. 5, 6.

When Adan: was firft formed and placed
on the Earth, he had feveral Bleflings and
Privileges conferred on him by God. Thefe
were forfeited by the Fall. What will you fay
if you {ee thefe very Bleflings reftored againto
Noab and his Pofterity after the Flood ? Whe-
ther this be the Cafe or no, will foon appear

upon
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upon a Comparifon of the Bleflings given to
one and the other. .. To Adam and Eve God
(aid, Be fruitful and multiply, and replenifb the
Earth, Gen. 1. 28. To Noab and his Sons he
{ays, Be fruitful and multiply, and replenifh
the Earth, 1x, 1. 'To our firft Parents it 1s
{aid, Have Domtnion cver the Fifh of the Sea,
and over the Fowl of the Air, and over ¢very
living Thing that moveth on the Earth, Gen. i.
28. To Noah and his Sons it is faid, The Fear

of you and the Dread of you fhall be upon every

Beaft of the Earth, and upon every Fowl of the

Air, and upon all that moveth upon the Eartb,
and upon all Fifbes of the Sea, into your Hand

are they delivered, Gen. X, 2.

To Adam and Eve are granted for Food,
every Herb bearing Seed---and every Tree, in
the which is the Fruit of a Tree yielding Seed,
Gen. i. 19. Noahand his Sons have a larger
Charter~—Ewery moving Thing that lLveth

Shall be Meat for you, even as the green Herb
bave I given you all Things, Gen. ix. 3. The

-Blefling upon thé Earth at the Creation was,

Let the Earth bring forth Grafs and Herb
yielding Seed, and the Fruit Tree yaelding

Frust after bis Kind, whofe Seed is in itfelf |

upon the Earth, Gen. i. 11. The Blefling af-
ter the Flood is, While the Earth remaineth,

Seed-

{
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Seed-time and Harvelt fhall not ceafe, Gen,
viii. 22. In the Beginning, The Lights in the
Eirmament were appointed to divide the Day
from the Night, and to be --- for Seafons, and
for Days and Years, Gen. 1.14. After the
Fiood the new Bleffing 1s, that Cold and Heat,
and Summer and Winter, and Day and Night
Jhall not ceafe, Gen. viil. 22, Tell me now
what 1s there beftowed 1n the firft Bleflings,
that 1s wanting in the fecond ! What more
did Adam enjoy ‘1 his happieft Days, what
more did he forfeit in his worft, with refpeé
tothis Life, than what is contained in thele
Blefings¢ If he neither had more, nor loft
more, all thefe Bleffings you {ee exprefly re-
frored to Noah and his Pofterity ; and can
you ftill believe that the Curfe upon the
Earth remains?

All this laid together amounts, I thmk, ta
this; that the old Curfe upon the Ground
was ﬁni[hed and compleated at the Deluge.
And shen the whole Race of Men, eight
only excepted, were deftroyed, the Serpent
had fulﬁciently bruifed the Heel of the Wo-
man’s Seed ; ahd the Time was come to re-
lieve the W orld with refpect to this Part of
the Curfe fo fully executed: Accordingly 2
Blefling- 1s ence more pronounced on the

Earth;
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Farth; and a Covenant of temporal Profpe-
Tity ¢ conﬁrmed to Noabh, and by him to all
Mankind, making good the ProPhecy of his
Father at the Time of his Blrth This jsze
Shall comfort us, &c.

You may think, perhaps that we fee but
little Effect of this #ew Blefling; that ‘the
Life of Man is ftill Labour and Toil ; that
he ftill eats the Bread of Sorrow and Care-
fulnefs in the Sweat of his Brow; and that
the Earth ftill abounds in ‘Thorns and Thi-
ftles. Such Complaints as ‘thefe are but the
Effect of Prejndice: Men fpeak inf this Cafe
as if they thought there were no Thorns and
Thittles till after the Fall, but that they were
created on purpofe to be a Curfe ; for if there
were fuch Things (as undoubtedly there were
before the Fall) why fhould you expe@ to
have them removed by the Reftoration of
the Earth ?

For what Employment do you imagine
Man was made? For a litle Skep, a little
Slumber, and a little folding of the Hands to
Sleep 2 Surely this was not the Cafe: Even in
Paradife it was Adgm’s Bufinefs to drefs and
to keep the Garden. How much Labour
this required we cannot tell ; fome it re-
quired, without doubt. After the Fall, La-

bour
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bour increafed and multiplied, and continued
to be very burdenfome unto the Time of the
Flood: And God’s Promife of regular Sea-
fons after the Flood, feems to intimate that
they were very irregularand confufed before :
Which one Gircumitance will account for all
the Change we {fuppofe. What the Cafe was
in the old World during the Curfe, may pro-
bably be collected from the Curfe denounced
againft Ifrael when difobedient : T will break
the Pride of their Power ; and I will make
your Heaven as Iron, and your Earth as Brafs,
and your Strength fhall be [pent in vain : For
your Land fhall not yield ber Increafe, neither
fhall the Trees of the Land yield their Fruits,
Levit. xxvi. 19, 20.

There are ferious Writers who think that
the Earth was very much damaged and ren-
dered lefs fertile by the Flood : But is it not
obvious to obferve, that this Judgment ought
to be grounded on the Knowledge not only
of the prefent State of the Earth, but alfo
of the State before the Flood ? For whoever
compares two Things together, and judges
upon the Comparifon, muft be fuppofed to
know them both; and yet it is certain that
we know nothing of the antediluvian State
but this only, that it was a very bad one;

which
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which is not enough to fupport us In judg-
ing, that the prefent State is a much worfe.

We meet with frequent Allufions to ‘this
Covenant with Nozb 1n later Times, and
later Books of Scripture : The Son of Sirach
tells us, That an everlafling Covenant awas
made with bim, xliv, 18, diabyxes aidivg (Gr.)
Teftamenta Secul, (Vulg.) The Covenant of
the Age was given him : For Noah was the
Father of the Age, and had the Covenant of
the Age after the Flood, in like Manner as
Chrift was the Father, and brought in the
new Covenant of the fucceeding Age.

The Prophet Feremiab introduces God
appealing to his own Fidelity in the Execu-
tion of this firft Covenant, as a Reafon why
he oughtto be trufted and relied on for the
Performance of the fecond. If you can break
my Covenant of the Day, and my Covenant of
the Night, ~-- then may alfo my Covenant be
broken with David my Servant, that be fhould
not bave a Son to reign upon his Throne, xxxii.
20, 21. and ver, 25, In like manner the
Prophet Jfaiab, This is asthe Waters of Noab
unto me : For as I bave [worn that the Wa-
sers of Noab fhould no more go over-the Earth,
Jo bave I fworn that I would not be wroth
with thee, nor rebuke thee, liv. 9. The lxvth

2 Plalm
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Pfalm feems to be a Comment upon God’s
Covenant with Nogh: Thou makeft the Out-
goings of the Morning and Evening to repoice.
Thou vifiteft the Earth, and watereff 1t :-—-
Thou crowneft the Year awith thy Goodnefs, and
thy Paths drop Fatnefs.--~The Paftures are
cloathed with Flocks ; the Vallies alfo are co-
vered with Corn they fhout forth oy, they
alfo fing. 1t feems alfo to be with Reference -
to this Covenant that the Palmift appeals to
God’s Faithfulnefs in the Clouds, to his Mercy
eftablifbed in the Heavens, and to the Moon the
Faithful Witnefs in Heaven. Wifdom, and
Power and Goodnefs are fhewn forth in the
Creation, but Mercy and Faithfulne s relate
to God’s Dealings with Men; and when
we hear of his Faithfulnefs in the Clouds, it
naturally leads us to think of his Promife for
Seed-fime and Harveff, for the former and
the latter Rain; Things evidently depénd-
ing upon the Government of the Clouds.
During the Age of this Covenant, the
CharaGer by which God was known, and
applied to, was relative to this Covenant, and
the Bleflings of it; —— Unto God would I
commit my Caufe, which doth great Things
and unfearchable ; marvellous Things without
Number 5 who giveth Rain upon the Earth,
and
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and fendeth Waters upon* the Fields, Johv;
3,-0, 10. Sing _ngﬁs upon the Harp unto
or God, who covereth the Heaven with
Clouds, who prepareth Rain for the Earth,
who maketh Grafs to grow upon the Moun=
tains. He grveth to the Beaft his Food, and to
toe young Ravens which cry; Palm cxlvil. 75
8, 9. Let us now fear the Lord our God
that giveth Rain, both the former and the lat-
ter in nis Seafon : He referveth untfo us the
appointed Weeks of the Harveff, Jer.v. 24.
To the fame Purpofe, and with refpect to the
fame Times, the Apoftles Paul and Borna~
bas tell the People at Lyfra, That God in
Times paf? fuffered all Nations to walk in their
own Ways, neverthelefs be left not himfelf with--
ot Witnefs, in that be did Good, and gave us
Rain and fruitful Seafons, ﬁl/z'ng our Hearts
with Food and Gladnefs, A&s xiv. 17. Our
bleffed ‘Saviour does likewife commend and
ektol the Mercy of God in the Works of
this firft Covenant: He maketh his Sun to
rife on the Evil and on the Good, and fendeth
Rain on the Fuft and on the Unjuff. Which
Words are diretly a Comment upon the
Terms of Noab's Covenant for fruitful Sea-
fons, which were to continue without being
iterrupted agair for the Sake -of Man's Ini-

- H quity ;
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quity ; or, as the Text itfelf exprefles i, Tho’
the Imagination of Man's Heart 1s evil from
bis Youth, Gen. viit. 21, With refpe to this
Covenant of temporal Bleflings given to Noab,
and to the Second Covenant of future Glory
given to Chriff, muft St. Paul be underftood
to fpeak, when he fays, Godlinefs is profitable
to all Things, baving Promife of the Life that
16w 15, and of that which is to come. In any
other View the Words are capable of no Ex-
pofition confiftent with Experience; or with
the Admonitions of the Gofpel, which warn
the Righteous to expect Sufferings in this
World: But true it 1s, that for Godlinefs-fake
the Promzfe of the Life that now 15 was con-
“firmed with Noagh; and for the fame Reafon
was the Covenant of better Hopes confirmed
with Chrifi.

Thefe Allufions, and many more, fuppofe
a Reftoration of the Earth after the Flood,
and a new Blefling given to it in virtue of
God’s Covenant; and without this Suppofi-
tion I know not how to account for fome
Paffages in Scripture, which {peak of the
Goodnefs of the Earth, and the great Plenty
it affords. How comes it to pafs that zbis
 <wery Earth, curfed with Barrennefs, and to be

‘a Nurfery for Thorns and Thiftles, is after-
wards
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wards reprefented as flowing with Milk and
Honey, abounding with Oil and Wine, and
every thing ufeful and pleafantin Life? Can
you imagine this Land of Plenty to be Part
of the curfed Earth, doomed to bear Fhorns

and Thiftles, and to weary out its Inhabi~

tants witli Toil and Labour? Y¥et this is the
Cafe, if no Alferation has happened 5 and it
will be no eafy Work to reconcile thefe Con-
tradi®ions. But if the Curfe upon the Earth
was expiated at the Floody if the Earth-hag
been once more bleffed by its Creator, there
wants no Art or Invention to folve this Diffi-
culty : The Thing fpeaks for itfelf.

|
[

I will leave this Point upon'thefe Redfonss - -

Whether they are {ufficient to eftablifi an
Opinion focontrary to the Prejudices of Man-
kind, I know not ; they fecem to me at leaft:
to be worth confidering.

Let us confider now the State of Prophecy
after the Flood, and upon what Foot the
Religion of the new World fubfifted.

I find no new Prophecy given to Noak
after the Flood, nor to any of his Children
till the Call of Abrabam. 'The Reafon of it
{fcems to be this; the Power and Sovereigti'fy

ot God were fo manifeftly difplayed in the
Deluge, and made fo firong Impreffions upon

H 2 the
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the few Perfons then alive, and came {o well
attefted to the fucceeding Generation, that
Religion wanted no other Support: When
Idolatry prevailed, and  the World was in
danger of being quite loft to true Religion,
wxrhout the Interpofition of God, the Word
of Prophecy was renewed; as we thall find
when we come to that Period.

It may feem furprizing, perhaps, that after
fo great a Revolution in the World as the
Deluge made, God fhould fay nothing to the
Remnant of Mankind of the Punifhments
and Rewards of another Life, but fhould
make a new Covenant with them relating
merely to fruitful Seafons, and the Bleflings
of the Earth. All that I can fay to this Dif-
ficulty, is this; I think I fee plainly a gra-
dual working of Providence towards the Re-
demption of the World from the Curfe of
the Fall ; that the temporal Bleflings were
firft reftored as an Earneft and Pledge of bet-
ter Things to follow ; that the Covenant of
twe Age given to Noah had, {trictly {peaking,
nothing to do with the Hopes of Futurity,
which were referved to be the Matter of az-
otther Covenant in another Age, and to be re-
vealed by him, whofe Province 1t was #o0 bring
Life and Immoriality to Light thro' the Gofpel..

The
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The Law of Mofes, tho' a divine Revela-
tion, and Introduced to ferve and advance the
great Ends of Providence with refpect to
Mankind, yet being given in the 4ge of the
firft Covenant, was in all Things made con-~
formable to it; and was founded 1n no other
exprefs Promifes than thofe of temporal
Happinefs and Profperity, in no other ex-
prefs Threatning than thofe of temporal
Lofs and Mifery. Abrabam’s temporal Co-
venant was the fame in kind with Noab's,
tho’ much enlarged and re-eftablithed upon
further Promifes and - Affurances: As the
Curfe upon the Ground for the Wickednefs
of Cain, was of the very fame kind with the
Carfe of the Fall ; differing from it not in
Kind, but in Degree,

But tho’ the firft Covenant, given to Nosb,
and the Law of Mpfes, founded upon the
‘Terms of that Covenant, contain no exprefs
Promifes of future Rewards, yet is it not to
be imagined that all who lived under this
Covenant were void of fuch Hopes and Ex-
peCtations. If there were any fuch Hopes
before the Flood, grounded upon the Pro-
phecy confequent to the Fall, the Coming in
of the Flood could not deftroy them; and
the Covenant of temporal Bleffings given to:

H 3 Noab,
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Noab, was fo far from fuperfeding better
Hopes, that it dia mightily ftrengthen and
confirm them. For if Noah and his Forefa-
thers expc&ted Deliverance from the whole
Curfe of the Fall, the a&ual- Deliverance
from one Part of it was-a very good Pledge
of a further Deliverance to be expeéted 1n

due Time. Man himfelf was curfed as well
as the Ground, Le was doomed to return to
Duft; and fruittul Seafons are but a {fmall
Relief, compared to the Greatnefs of his
Lofs ; but when fruitful Seafons came, and
one Part of the Curfe was evidently abated,
it gave great Aflurance that the other thould
not laft for ever. '

That Ncab had {fuch Expectations himfelf
and tranfmitted them tohis Pofterity, feems
evident from the peculiar Blefling which he
beltowed on Skem. Bleffed, {ays he, bethe Lord
God of Shem: Canaan [ball be his Servant,
God feall enlarge Faplet, and be fhall dwell
in the Tents of Shem, Gen. ix. 26, 27, Why
the God of Shem, and not the God of 7a-
phet? As to the Behaviour of thefe two Sons
towards their Father, it was the fame; they
joined in the pious Office done to him ; in
this refpect then they were equal, and equally
deferving of a Blefling ; if any Preference

wds
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was due to either from the Father, it was to
Yaphet his Firft-bern ; for fo he was, tho'
commonly laft named when the Sons of -
Noab are mentioned together, ‘This being
the Cafe, how comes Shem to be preferred ?
And what is the Blefling conveyed to him?
The temporal Covenant it could not be, for
that was before confirmed with 2/ the Sons
of Noah. Dayand Night, Summer and Win-
ter, Seed-time and Harveft, were a cammon
Gift to the World, beftowed, as our blefled
Lord obferves, on the Evil as well as on the
Good. The Blefling therefore peculiar to
Shem, was no Part of the temporal Cove-

nant ; nor was it any thing in the Power of
his Father to beftow 5 for then his elder Bro-

ther, equally obedient and refpeéful to his
Father, muft have been ferved before him.
Of what other Blefling Noah had any No-
tion, can never be imagined, unlefs we feck
for it among the Hopes he conceived of fur-
ther Deliverance from the Curfe,. grounded
upon the divine Promife that the Seed of the
Woman fhould finally prevail; the Right to
which Promife was conveyed to him before-
the Flood, #th thee will I effablifh my Coves
nant, Gen.vi. 18, For Noab had not only
the temporal Covenant giyen to him and bis

H 4 . Sons,



104 DISCOURSE IV.

Sons, but he was alfo, as the Apoftle to the
Heorews tells us, Heir of the Righteoufnefs
which 15 by Faith, chap. xi.7. If this be the
Cafe, then Nuab's Blefling 1s like unto La-
mech’s Prophecy; for as Lamech forefaw that
Noab fhould receive from God the Covenant
of the Earth’s Reftoration ; fo Noab forefaw,
that the greater Blefling ftill behind, even
the Covenant that fhould reftore Man to
himfelf and to his Maker," thould be con-
veyed thro’ the Pofterity of Shem.  This ac-
counts for the Preference given to Shem; for:
Noah {poke not his own Choice, but declared
the Counfel of God, who had now, as he

frequently did afterwards, chofen the Youn-=-
ger before the Elder.
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® O what Purpofes- the antient
. Prophecies were given, and upon
3 what Foot Religion ftood from

+ " ~ the Beginning to theReﬁoratlon,
or new Eftablifbment of the World, in Noab

and his Pofterity, has been already confidered.
We are now advancing to Times of greater
Light, to clearer and more diftin¢t Prophe-
cies, and more nearly relating to God’s great
Difpenfation of Mercy and Goodnefs towards
Mankind, manifefted by the Revelation of
his Son.  This Period begins at the Call of
Abrabam, and runs thro’ the Law and the
Prophets, ending where the Gofpel of Chrsff
“felus commences. It contains fuch a Variety
and Number of Prophecies, that I cannot
propofe to myfelf fo large and extenfive 2
Subject to be the Matter of fhort Difcourfes
from this Place. But it may perhaps be of
fome Ufe to inquifitive Minds, to fuggeft to
them the great and general Defign of Provi-

dence
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dence in the Prophecies of this Perind ; to
fhew them the State of Religion during this
Seafon ; and how well the Light of Pro-
phecy afforded to this Generation - corref-
ponded to the State and Neceflity of the
Times. If in this Method of enquiring we
can arrive at the Knowledge of God’s Defign
in giving the Word of Prophecy to the old
World, we fhall the more eafily dilcern of
what Ufe thefe antient Oracles are to the
prefent World; and how far the Truth of
the Gofpel, which we believe and profefs,
depends upon the Authority and Evidence of
antient Prophecy. In order to this Enquiry,
it is neceffary, firft, to confider the State.of
true Religion, and the Supports 1t had dur-
ing this Period ; for Prophecy being relative
to the State of Religion in the W orld, we

mult know the one to underftand the other.
How f{oon the World after the Deluge
cerrupted their Ways, and loft the Know-
ledoe of the True God, and changed the
Giory of the tncorruptible=———1nto an Image
made like to corruptible Man, we cannot cer-
tainly Know; but this we certainly know,
that in Abrabam’s Time Idolatry had {pread
far and wide; and taken deep Root even in
the Fumily of Shew, and in that Branch of
4 it
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it particularly from which Abrabam de-
{cended. This being the Cafe, it is highly
probable that true Religion had entirely
failed in the World, had not God vifibly in-

terpofed to preferve fuch a Senfe of it, as .

was neceffary for the Accomplifhment of his
great Defign to reftore Mankind.

~ Neceffary I fay to this End ; for moft evi-
dent it is, That it was not the Intention of
Providence in the Call of Abrabam, or in .
giving the Law of Mofes, to propagate or re-
ftore true Religion among all Nations of the
old World ; {o far from it, that the Covenant
with Abrabam is founded upon the Condi-
tion not of reforming, but of deftroying the
1dolatrous Nations in the Land of Canaan ;
and the Sign of Circumcifing was given to
{eparate .Abrabam and his Pofterity from the
reft of Mankind; which thews that the reft
of Mankind were not called to that Cove-
nant, of which Circumcifion was the Sign or
Sacrament, Moreover the Law of Mofes was
eftablifhed in fuch Rites and Ceremonies, and
many of them to be performed only in the
Land of Canaan, that there is no room to
fuppofe that it was ever .intended to be a-ge-
neral Law for Mankind. Add to this whag
Paul and Barnabas tell the People at Lyfira,’

That
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That God in Times paft fuffered all Nations to
walk in thetr o¢wn Ways, Alts xiv, 16, And
what St. Paul {ays to the People of Athens,
God winked at the Times of Ignorance 5 but
now commandeth all Men every where fo re-
pent, Ats xvil. 30. And it will be moft evi-
dent, that the Call of Abrabasm, and the Law
of Mofes confequent to it, were not intended
as general Calls to Mankind, but were fub-
{ervient to fome other View and Defign of
Providence.

If we confider now the whole World loft
to all Senfe of Religion, eftranged from God,

and void of all Hopes towards him; and {up-
pofe one Family chofen out merely for their:
own fakes to be delivered from the general
Corruption and Mifery, without any View
or Defign towards the general Good of Man-
kind, it gives {o mean, {o partial a View of
God, that I think no Religion can confift
with {fuch a Notion.

But if the Law of Mofes was neither in-
tended to be a general Law for Mankind,

nor yet 1ntended as a partial Favour and Be-
nefit to the Fews only, exclufive of all Man-
kind, what remains, but that we muft con-
fider 1t, as a Method of Providence working
towards the great End always in View, the

ceneral
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oeneral Reftoration of Mankind from the
Curfe of the Fall? As the opening of that
Scene which was to bring a Blefling upon all
Nations of the Earth? Accordingly we find
this to.be the Cafe; when Abrabam was call-
ed and received the Promifes, he had Aflu-
rance given him not only of peculiar Blef-
fings to himfelf and Pofterity, but likewile
of a general Blefling to be conveyed through -
him to all Mankind : * I will make of thee,
fays God, ¢ a great Nation, and I will blefs
“ thee, and make thy Name great, and thou
“ flalt be a Bleffing. And I will blefs them
““ that blefs thee, and curfe bum that curfeih
“ thee > Immediately it follows, * And in
“ thee ﬂ:m'l all Families of the Earth be blef-
“ fed,” Gen.xil. 2. "Tis of great Importance

n the prefent Queftion, to diftinguifh rwhtlv
thefe Promifes.

The Promife of temporal Profperlty to
Abrabam and his Pofterity is fufficiently ex-
plained in the Courle of his Story: At the fe-
venth Verfe of this Chapter, God tells him
he would give £0 bis Seed the Land of Canaan:
And in Chap. xv. 18. that he would give the
Land unto bis Seed, < from the River of Egypt
“ unto the great River, the River Eupbrates:”
In the feventeenth Chapter, that < be would.

“ multiply
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“ multiply bim exceedingly ; that be fhould be
““ g Father of many Nations, and Kings fbould
« come out of him.” 'Thefe were great Pro-
mifes and great Inducements to Obedience ;
but, except the particular Gift of the Land of
Canaan (and there were probably other Parts
of the World as good as that) there was no-
thing in them peculiar to Abrabam and his
Pofierity only. There were before Abraban's
Time, and have been fince, many great and
pcwerful Nations of another Kindred; the
Sons of Ham and Faphet, and thofe de-
{cended by other Branches from Shem, have
arrived to great Profperity, and left a nume-
rous Iffue behind them, in vertue of the
common Bleffing beftowed on their Ancef-
tors after the Flood, to whom God faid, ¢ Be
““ ye frustful and multiply, and bring forth
 abundantly in the Earth, and multiply
““ therein;”’ to them likewife he gave the
Promife of fruitful Seafons, and {uftained
them with Corn and with Wine. Thus
far then the Premife to Abrabam was derived
from the teinporal Covenant eftablithed with
abh and his Sons after the Flood, in which
other Nations and People had a Share as
well as himfelf; and fome of them in fome
Relpetts a much greater, as he muft needs

Judge,
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judge, who knows any thing of the antient
or prefent Empires of the Eaff and #¢f. Bit
if we look forward, we fhall fee the Diftinc-
tion between the feveral Promifes grow plain,, -
when God renews the Covenant, and limits
the peculiar Blefing of Abrabam to the Son
which fhould be born of Sarab his Wife. In
the xviith of Genefis the Lord appears to A-
brabam, and fays, < I am the Almighty God,
« qwalk before me, and be thou perfeét ;” then
follows, I will make my Covenant between
““ we and thee, and I will multiply thee exceed-
“ ingly~—and thou fhalt be a Father of
““ many Nations.” At the7th and 8th Verfes
God promifes to eftablith an everlafiing Co-
venant with him-and his Seed after Lim, to
oive him and them all the Land of Canaan
for an everlafling Poffeffion, and to be their

God. Here are either two Covenants, men-
tioned together in the Compals of a few
Lines, or elle the {ame Covenant repeated,
with this Difference, that in the laft place it
is ftyled an everlaffing Covenant, and the
Land of Canaan is afligned for an everlafling
Poffeffion ; with this remarkable Addition, that
God promifes to be the God of Abrabam and
of his Seed after him. And this is the firft
time that this peculiar Character affumed by

God,
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God, of being the God of Abrabam, and of
his Seed, occurs in Scripture; and it 1s evi-
dently connected to the Promife of the ever-
lafting Covenant. Which Connexion feems |
to be the true Foundation of our Saviour’s
Argument from this Expreflion, to prove the
Refurre@ion of the Dead; as the Connexion
of the Promife of the Land of Cangan to the
everlafting Covenant, {eems to be the Realon
of treating the Land of Canaan as a Type or
Sign of Heaven. This Charalter of God,
thus connected to the everlafting Covenant,
15 likewife a plain Intimation, that two di-
{tin@& Covenants are mentioned 1n this Place,
and not the fame repeated again, Towards
the Clofe of this Chapter, Abrabam receives
an exprefs Promife that he fhould have a Son
by Sarab his Wife, within the Compals of a
Year, and that the ever/offing Covenantthould
be eftablithed with #his Son, and his Seed after
him. — Abrabam had at this Time a Son of
thirteen Years old, born of Hagar the Egyp-
tiany to whom the Angel of the Lord had
appeared when fhe was with Child of this
Son, and promifed to multiply ber Seed ex-
ceedingly, that it frould not be numbered for
Multitude, Gen. xvi. 10. This Promife there-
fore of a numerous Pofterity flourithing m
the
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the Earth, tho’ Part of the Promife given to
Abrabam, as we have feen before, is no Part
of the everlafting Covenant, confirmed to
JJaac, exclufively to all the natural Sons of
Abrabam. 'This appears likewife from the
very Paffage- where this Promife is limited to
laac: Abrabam, when hereceived the Pro-
mife of a Son-by-his Wife, puts up a Peti-
tion, whatever the Occafion of it was, ‘for his
Son Ifbmacl; < O that Ifbmael might lue
“ before thee.” 'T'o which he receives this
Anfwer ; * As for Ifbmacl, I have beard thee :
““ :Bebold I have bleffed bim, and will make
- bim frutful, and will muliiply bim exceed-
“ ingly : Twelve Princes (hall be-beget, and [
“ awill make bim a great Nation:” Immedi-
ately 1t “follows, ‘. Buf my Covenant will I
 eflablifb with Ijaac, whom Sarab fhall bear
““ unto thee.” Can any thing be. plainer to
thew -that the -everlafting Covenant, to be
eftablithed with Ifaac and his Seed, was of
a very different kind from the Covenant gi-
ven to ‘Ifbmael, of multiplying his Seed, . of
making -himFather of Kings and Princes,
and of raifing him into a great Nation? And
yet this very Covenant was given originally
to Abrabam ; he was to have a numerous
Pofterity, ‘to be Father of Kings, and of a

| - great
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great Nation.  [ffmac! was admitted to the
Benefit of this Covenant as well as Ifaac, and
vet exprefly excluded from that which God
emphatically ftyles MY Covenant, and the
everlafling Covenant ; an undeniable Evidence
that God's Covenant with Abrabam was
founded on better Hopes than thofe of mere
temporal Profperity. This Diftinétion of two
Covenants in the Cafe of IJfbmael and Ifaac,
made by God himfelf, is the Foundation of
St. Paul's Argument to the Galatians : “ I
‘< 75 written, fays he, that Abrabam had two
““ Sons, the one by a bond Maid, the other by a
“ free Woman: But be who was of the bond
“ Woman was born after the Flefb 5 but he of
“ the free Woman was by Promife : Which
““ Things are an Allegory ; for thefe are the
 fewo Covenants:” And whoever is capable
of confidering what 1s related concerning
this Matter in the Book of Gengfis, will evi-
dently fee that thefe are mndeed two Cove-
nants ; and two {uch Covenants as fully jui-
tify the Apoftle’s Reafoning upon this Point.
Since then the Promifes of temporal Pro-
{perity, made to Abrabam and his Seed after
him, are evidently diftin& from the Subject
Matter of the everlafting Covenant, made
with him, and limited to Jfaac and Facob,
and
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and afterwards to the Tribe of Fudah, and
laftly to the Family of Dawvid; it remains to
be confidered, what the Subjet of the Cove-
nant {o limited 1s. If we look back to the
Call of Abrabam, and the Promifes which
attend it, there we fhall find,, that after
enumerating the temporal Bleffings, which
were to defcend from Abrabam to his Polte-
rity, one Bleffing is added, in which all the
World has an Intereft, and which was to be
conveyed to them thro’ Abrabam and his
Seed s ¢ In thee, {ays God, fball all the Fa-
““ mulies of the Earth be blefled.” W hatever
Abrabam underftood by this, I think verily
he could not underftand it as his Children
at this Day underftand it, who expedt, in
virtue of the Promifes made to the Fathers,
to be Lords of the World, and to have Do-
minion over all People: A firange Bleffing
this #0 all Nations, that they fhould fall

from their natural Liberty, and become
fubject to the Dominion. of one People!
None but a Few can fee the Happinefs of
fuch a State; the Nations of the Earth, if
left to their Choice, would all refuf¢ this
great Blefling for themlelves. But before we
enquire into the fpecial Meaning of this

Blefling upon all Nations, we muft fee whe-
I > ther
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ther this zniverfal Blefling, to be revealed in
due Time, were truly the Matter of God’s
[pecial, his everlafiing Covenant with Abra-
bam. We have {een already that Ifbmael was
excluded from this fpecial Covenant, and
{faac admitted to 1t; we have the Covenant
of God with Ifhmael, and the Covenant of
God as renewed with Ifzac, both preferved
in the Book of Genefis; and 1t is obferved
that the two Covenants, as to worldly Pro-
{perity, are nearly the {fame : but they differ
in this, the Covenant with Jfbmael {ays no-
thing of the Bleffing to all Nations ; the Co-
venant with Ifaac exprefly renews this very

Promife: In thy Seed fhall all the Nations of
the Earth be bleffed, Gen. xxvi. 4. A plain

Proof, furely, that the {pecial Matter of God’s
Covenant, limited from Abrabam to Ilaac

exclufive of Ifbmael, confifted in the Promife
of this wmwverfal Blefling, to be conveyed

through Abrabam and Ijaac and their Pofte-
rity to all Mankind.

We have the like Evidence from a like
Cafe, which happened between the Children
of JJaac ; with this only Difference, that Jf5-

mael and Ifaac were born, one of a bond Wo-
man, the otherof a free; but Efaz and Ya-
csb were Twins of one Birth, both born of

a free
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a free Woman. The Blefling of Abrabam

was limited to Jacob, and denied to Efau :
Yet Efan received a temporal Blefling from
his Father, as well as Facob. The Apoftle
to the Hebrews accounts it Profanenefs in
Efau that he fold his Birthright; it muft be _
becaufe he fold the Blefing of Abrabam, and

the Pmmxfes of God; upon any other Ac-
count there is no room for his Charge, for

it was never reckoned Prty”anemfc to fell mere
temporal Rights; nor was Efan excluded
from the Benefit of the temporal Promifes
by this fcandalous Bargain, If Yacoh was
blefled with the Dew of Heaven, and the Fat-
nefs of the Earth, and Plenty of Corn and Wine,
Gen. xxvii. 28. Efau's Blefling in this refpe&
was not inferior; Thy Dwelling, fays his Fa-
ther, fball be the Fatnefs of the Eartb, amf of
the Dew of Heaven from above, ver. 39. If
Nations were to bow down to Facob, ver. 29,
Efau Likewile was fo /ive and prevail by Ais

Sword, ver. 40. If Facob’s Brethren were to
bow down to bim, ver.2q. yet the Time would
come when Efau fhould bave Dominion, and
break even this Yoke from off bis Neck, ver.

40. Thus the Cale ftands between them, if
we interpret the whole Bleﬂing given to -
cov of temporal Profperity and Dominion ;

i 3 but
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but there is great Reafon to limit Part of it
to the peculiar Bleffing of Abrabam and Ifaac,
which was undoubtedly conveyed at this
Time to Facsh. The conveying the Birth-
right in the Family of Abrabam, was convey-
ing the {pecial Blefling of Abrabam, which
always attended upon the Birthright.  This
Birthricht was evidently made over to fa-
cob, when it was faid, Be Lord over thy Bre-
thiren. 'The {pecial Blefling was 1 Time to
be extended to all Nations, as well as to the
Houle of Abrabam, for in bis Seed all the
Faiilies of the Earth were to be bleffed; and
therefore in confequence of the Birthright it
is faid to Facob,— Let People ferve thee, and
Nations bow down to thee, ver. 29. It 1s very
evident from the whole Story of Ifaac’s Blef-
fing his two Sons, that the chief Bleffing he
had to beftow fell upon facob ; and it is-as
plain that there are no Words to limit this
particular Bleffing to Facob, but thefe now

under Confideration; and Ifaac himfelf un-

derftood that he had pafled away the Blefling

of Abrabam to acob in thefe Words, and

therefore he tells Efau that the Blefling was

cone beyond Recovery, I have bleffed bim,

yea, and be floll be bleffed, ver. 33. But Efau

prefied his Father for a Bleffing.on himfelf*

Jlaac



DISCOURSE V. 119

Tfaac anfwered and Jaid Bebold I have
made bim thy Lord, and all bis Brethren bave
I given to bim for Servants ; and with Corn
and Wine have I fuftained bim : And what
fball 1donow unto thee, my Son 2 ver.37. Efau
{till urges his Father; Blefs me, even me alfs,
O my Father. Upon this J/aac blefles him ;
and pray obferve; of Corn and Wine and
temporal Power he gives him a full and an
equal Share : === Thy Dwelling fhall be ibe
Eatnefs of the Earth, and of the Dew of Hea-
ven _from above: The only Limitation on the
Bleffing is, Thou jhalt ferve ihy Brother.
Whatever then was peculiarly given to facob,
was contained in the Grant, of being Lordover
bis Brethren; and what this peculiar Gift
was, we may learn from Ifaac himfelf, who
1In the next Chapter renews the Blefling on
Facob, and gives exprefly to him and -his
Seed, the Bleffing of Abrabam, ver. 4. In the
fame Chapter the Blefling 15 renewed and
confirmed by God himfelf; In thee and in thy
Seed fbhall all the Families of the Eam‘b be
vlefled, ver. 14.

That the Regard of all Nations to the
Seed in which they were all to be Nqﬁd |
fhould be exprefled by thesr bowing down to
oim, is no hard Figure of Speech ; that even

14 this
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this Yoke, this Superiority of Abrabam's Fae
mily, thould one Day be broken, as the Pro-
mife to Efui {ets forth, when j’ews and-Ges-
t7les thould be on an equal Foot,and equally -
the People of God, 1s no more than the origir_lal .
Covenant contains ; for the Day was to come
when all Nations thould-be equally dleffed,
If you expound this Blefling of temporal
Dominion, fee how the Cale will ftand: Fa-
cob 15 to rule cver Efan ; yet no {ooner is the
Blefling given, but he flies his Country for
fear of Efau, Gen. xxvil, 43, @c. He lives
abroad for many Years; and when he returns,
the Fear and Dread of his Brother returns

with him: He was greatly afraid and di-
[fireffed, Gen. xxxii. 7. His only Refuge in
this Diftrels was to God; Deliver me, I pray
thee, froin the Hand of niy Brother, from the
Hand of Efau, ver. 11. When he fends a
Meflage to him, he ftyles himfelf, Thy Ser-
vant Facob, ver. 20. When he met him, e
bowed biinfelf to the Ground Jeven Times, until
be came near to Efau, xxxi1. 3. When he
ipeaks to him, he calls him Lord; when he
was kindly received by Efaxn, he fays, I bave
feen thy Face, as tho I had Jeen the Face of
Goa, and thou swaft pleafed with me, ver. 10.
VWhat is there in all this to thew the Rule

and
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and Dominion that was given to Facob over
his Mother’s Sons? |

If you fuppofe the Prophecy underftood
of temporal Dominion, to be fulfilled in the
Pofterity of thefe two Brothers, let us, fee
how the Cafe ftands upon this Suppofition ;
The Family of Efax was fettled in Power
and Dominion many Years before Facob's
Family had any certain Dwelling-place ; the
Dukes and Kings of Ffax’s Houfe are rec-
koned up, Gen. xxxvi.and the Hiftorian tells
us, Thefe are the Kings that reigned in the
Land of Edom, before there reigned any King
over the Children of Ifrael, ver. 31. When the
appointed Time was come for eftablifhing
the Houfe of Ifrael, and giving them the
Land and Poffeffions of their Enemies, the
Family of Efau were by a particular Decree,
exempted from the Dominion of Ifrael : The
Lord [pake unto Mofes,— Command thou the
People, faying, Ye are to pafs thro’ the Coaft of
your Brethren the Children of Efau, which
dwell in Seir, and they fhall be afraid of you :
Take ye good beed unto yourfelves therefore,
meddle not avith them ; for I will not give you
of their Land, no not [0 inuch as a Foot breadth,
becaufe I have given Mount Serr unto Efau
Jor a Poffcffion, Deut. ii. 4, 5. Ifin the Time

of
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of David, they of Edom became bis Servants,
2 Sam. vill. 14. yet In the Days of Feboram
did they recover again, and made @ King gver
themfclves, 2 Kings viil. 20. And in the Time
of Abaz they revenged the Aftront, by finiz-
g Judab, end leading  away Captives,
2Chron. xxviit. 17. Can younow fuppofe that
this Variety of Fortune between the Children
of Jacob and Efax was the thing intended,
or meant to be defcribed, when the Promife
was given to Facob, that bis Mother’s Chil-
dren fhould bow down to him 2 1f this were the
Cafe, Jfzac needed not to be {o {crupulous in
preferving the peculiar Blefling to Facob; he
might have given Efaua Share of it, and the
Event would have anfwered.

It appears, I think, from hence, that the
Blefling given to facos, and exprefled in
Words 1mplying a Rule cver bis Brethren,
was truly a Conveyance of the Birthright to
him in the Family of Abrabam; that the
Birthright in Abrabam’s Famﬂy refpected the
fpecial B‘eﬁnﬂ and Covenant given to Abra-
fain by God; that Ifzac himielf calls this
Richt of Primogeniture in his Houfe, #he
Blzfing of Abrabam ; that God himfelf, n
Confirmation of Facob’s Right of Primogeni-
ture, afiures him, that zn bis Seed all the Fami-
iics of tbe Earth fball be bleffed. Now
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Now this Promife being the only fpecial
Promife made to Ifaac and %acob in Prefe-
rence to their Brethren, and in confequence
of God’s everlafting Covenant limited to
them, this Promife muft necefarily be un-
derftood to be the Subjet-Matter of the ever-
lafting Covenant: And it 1s very obfervable,
that this Bleffing {o peculiarly belongs to this
Covenant, that it is never mentioned with
refpet to amy other Perfon whatever, than
fuch only, to whom the Right of this Cove-
nant, and the Promife of the Land of Carnaan
defcended. Some Interpreters have imagined
that thefe Words require no higher a Senfe
than this, that all Nations fhould f{ee the
Profperity of Abrabam and his Seed fo evi-
dently, that they fhould blefs themfelves and
others in fome fuch Form as this ; God make
thee as great as Abrabam, and bis Seed. But
can we imagine that God’s everlafting Cove-
nant, as he himfelf calls 1t, was given only
to produce a proverbial Form of Speech in
the World? That the Prerogative of Ifaac
above Ifbmael, of §acob above Efan, lay in
this only, that the Nations fhould ufe the
Name of one in their mutual good Wifhés,
and not of the other? Befides, when was
this ever the Cafe, when did all Nations thus

blefs
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blefs themfelves, or when was there Occafion
for it? The Pofterity of Ifbmael was efta-
blithed in Power much fooner, and were as
oreat and {uccefsful for many Ages as the
j"cm, and much larger Empires have fprung
from them: So that there was hardly ever
2ny Ground to take up this proverbial Speech,
which fome make to be the Whole of this
{pecial Covenant limited from Aprabam to
ym and Facob.

What diftin¢t Notion Abrabam had of the
Bleffing promifed to all Nations thro’ th
and his Seed,-what he thought of the Man-
ner and Method by which it thould be ef-
feCted, we cannot pretend to fay. Buat that
he underftood it to be a Promife of reftoring
Mankind, and delivering them from the re-
maining Curfe of the Fall, there can be little
doubt. He knew that Death had entered by
Sin; he knew that God had promifed Vic-
tory and Redemption to the Seed of the Wo-
man: Upon the Hopes of this Reftoration
the Religion of his Anceftors was founded ;
and when God, from whom this Blefling on
all Mcn was expected, did exprefly proimife a
Blefiing on 4/l Men, and in this Promife
founded his everlafling Covenant, what could
Abrcham elfe expect but the Completion in

his
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his Seed of that antiént ‘Promife and Pro-
phecy, concerninig: the Vlé'tOry to be'obtained
by the Woman’s ‘Seed? The Curfe of ‘the
Ground was expiated by the ‘Flood, and the
Earth reftored with a Blefii ing, which ‘was
the Foundation ‘of the témporal' Covendnt
with Noab; a large Share of which'God'ex-
prefly grants to Abrabam, and ‘his Pbﬁerlty
particularly, ‘togéther with a Promife, by
their Means, to ‘bring 2 new and further
Bleffing upon the whele Race'of Men. Lay
thefe Thmgs together, and fay what lefs could
be exPef‘ted from the new Promife or Pro-
phecy given to Abrabam, than a Delivérance
from that Part of the Curfe ftill remaining
on Man, Duf? thou art, and to Duf? thou fhalt
return? In virtue of this Covenant, Abrahan
and his Pofterity had Reafon to expect that
the Time would come when Man {hould e
called from bis Duft again : For this Expec-
tation they had his Aﬂhrancé who gave the
Covenant, That be weuld be therr God for ever.
‘Well might our Saviour then tell the Sops of
Abrabam, that even Mofes at the Bufb thewed
the Refurretion of the Dead, when be call-
eth the Lord, the God of Abrabam, and the
God of Jaac, and the God of Facib. ~

To preferve thefe Hopes in the World,

UPOH



120 DISCOURSE V. .

upon which the Reftoration of the World to
Life and Immortality depended, was Abra-
bam called from his own Country and Kin-
dred, then tainted with Idolatry, to be a Wit-
nefs to God and his Truth, Had he, with all
the reft of Mankind, been {uftered to conti-
nue in Idolatry, the Knowledge of God had
been loft, and the Remembrance of his Pro-
vidence in creating Man at firft, of the
Hopes given of a fecond and better Creation
after the Fall, had utterly perithed. Abrabam
was not called merely for his own Sake, much
lefs were his Pofterity, a ftubborn and fliff-
necked People, preferved for their own Sakes;
but he was called, and they preferved, to be
Infiruments in the Hands of God, for ful-
filling the Purpofes of his Mercy, in the Re-
ftoration and Redemption of the World. The
oreat Article of the Covenant, limited to 4-
brabam and his chofen Seed, moft evidently
regarded the whole Race of Man, and was
to grow, in the Fulnefs of Time, into a
Blefling upon all the Nations of the Earth :
He and his Pofterity were Depofitories of
thefe Hopes, or, to ufe the Words of St. Paul,
this was the ¥ews chief Advantage above
others, < That unto them were commutted the
““ Oracles of God.”

This
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This Account will .help us to a ditin&
View of the Prophecies relating to .this Pe-
riod of Time of which we are {peaking. As
two Covenants were given to Abrabam and
“his Seed, one a temporal Covenant, to take
place, and to be performed in the Land of
Canaan ; the other a Covenant of better
Hopes, and to be performed in a betzer Coun-
iry; fo are the Prophecies, given to Aorabam
and to his Children after him, of two Kinds s
one relative to the temporal Covenant, and
given in Difcharge and Execution of God’s
temporal Promiles ; the other relative to the
{piritual Covenant, given to confirm and efta-
blith the Hopes of Futurity, and to prepare
and make ready the People for the Recep-
tion of the Kingdom of Gad.

Many of the antient Prophecies relate to
both Covenants; and hence it comes to pafs,
that at the firft Appearance many of the an-
tient Predictions feem to be hardly confiftent
with themfelves, but to be made up of Ideas,
which can never unite in one Perfon, or in
one Event. Thus the Promifes to David of
a Son, to fucceed in his Throne, have {ome
Circumftances, which are applicable only to
Solomon, and the temporal Dominion over
the Houle of Ifrasl; fome, which are pecu-

Tiar
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liar to that Son of :David, who was Heir of
an everlafling Kingdom, which was to be ¢fta-
blithed on Truth and Righteoufnefs, Hence
it is, that we often find the -Promifes of tem-~
poral Felicity, and temporal Deliverance,
raifed fo high, that no'temporal Feélicity-or
temporal Deliverance can anfwer the Déferip-
tion; the Thoughts and Expreflions of the
Prophet naturally moving from the:Bleflings
of one Covenant, to the Bleflings of the
othery and fometimes defcribing the incon-
ceiveable Glories of one Covenant, by-Exprel-
fionsand Similitudes borrowed from'the more
{enfible Glories and -Bleflings of -the other.
The Prophet I/z:ab, being fent to raife the
drooping Spirits of Abaz and the Houfe of
Devid, threatened at that Time with imme-
diate Ruin by two potent Enemies, could not
but remember the double Promife of a:King-
dom given to Dawvid, which was adouble Se-
curity for the Eftablithment of his Houlfe;
together therefore with the Aflurances and
the Signs given of temporal Deliverance, he
intermixes the Affurance and the Sign of the
agreater Deliverance, before the Completion of
which the Houfe of Devid could not fail ; for
that Houfe fhould continue till the' Virgm
concerved and brought forth Immanuel, that

1 Son
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Son of :David, to whom the everlafling King-
dom was promifed. Ought it to be Matter of
Wonder, that the Prophets, who were Mini-
fters of both Covenants, entrufted with the.
Counfel of God for the DireCtion of the tem-
poral Affairs of the People of Ifrael, and
commiffioned to cherifh the Hopes and Ex-
pectations of a better Kingdom, to be given
in virtue of God’s everlafting Covenant;
ought it to be wondered at, I fay, that they
often {peak of both Kingdoms together, that
they make ufe of the temporal Deliverances
as an Argument to encourage the Hopes of
the fpiritual? When in truth the temporal
Deliverances, being the actual Performance
of one Covenant, were a great Security for
the Performance of the other; and it was
unnatural to fee the Hand of God perform-
ing one Promife, and not to refiect upon the
Certainty of his performing the other.
The Blefling belonging to the fpecial Co-
venant, given to Abrabam and his Seed, were
referved to be revealed in God’s appointed
Time, The Prophets under the Law could
not be commiffioned to declare thefe Bleflings

openly and nakedly, without anticipating the

Time of their Revelation. Hence it isthatthe
Predictions concerning Chriff and his King-
K dom
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dom are clothed in fuch Figures as were
proper to raife the Hope and Attention of
the People, without carrying them beyond
the Bounds of Knowledge prefcribed by God

to the Age of the Fewsz/h Covenant. |
If we confider each kind of Prophecy di-
ftin&ly by itlelf, we fhall the better difcern
how this Cafe ftands. To begin then with
thofe relating to the temporal Covenant;
Abraban was called from his Father’s Houfe,
upon 2 Promife that he fhould become a
great Nation, and that his Seed fhould poffefs
the Land of Cangan. This Promife could not
be fulfilled in all its Parts, till Abrabam's
Family was multiplied into a Nation. This
required many Years; and what muft be-
come of thefe Children of Promife in the
mean time! They had no Country of their
own; where then fhould they {fettle and
multiply ¥ I will not launch out into Specu-
lation upon the Methods of Providence, by
which the People of Ifrae/ were raifed and
preferved ; but let any one read the Prophe-
cies from the Call of Abrabam to Mofes, he
will evidently {ee that they refer to this State
of Things: To arm the Faith of Abrabam
and his Pofterity, againft the Fears of Difap-
pointments, under the neceflary Delays, and
{ome
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fome evil Treatments they were to undergo,
God acquaints .Abrabam with his Purpofe,
and tells him, his Seed fhould be four bun-
ared Years in a flrange Land. ‘This Circum-
ftance, had it not been foretold, would, in
all Probability, have blotted out the Memory
of the Promife; four hundred Years of Di-
{trefs are fufficient to cure any People of their
great Expectations. But this Prophecy was
a Warning and a Security in this refpe&.
When the Time of Servitude drew near,
and the People wanted more than ordinary
Help to preferve their Truft in the Promife
of God, Facob, before his End, was enlight-
encd, by the Spirit of Prophecy, to fet before
the T'welve Tribes the Glory, and Honours,
and Pofleflions, that fhould accrue to each.
in the happy Day of their Triumph : By
the fame Spirit, ofeph, -on his Death-bed,
affures them, That God wonld furely wvifi
then, and bring them into the Land which be
fware to Abrabam, to ljaac, and to Facob.
Thefe were Cordials prepared againft the
Day of Diftrefs, then near at hand.

The Times of Mofes and of Yoflua, thofe
Days of Miracles as well as Prophecies,
want no Explication: 'The Intention of Pro-
vidence appears plain in every Step, and may
be difcerned by every Eye.

K 2 - The
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The Commonwealth of Ifrael was railed,
and flourifhed, under the temporal Covenant,
given at firft to Noab 3 and In a particular
Manner, with additional Promifes, eonfirmed
to Abrabam and his Seed: For this Reafon
all the Promifes and Threatnings of the Law
are temporal, {uitable to the Age and Seafon
of the World. But thefe temporal Bleflings
and Punifhments were fo vifibly adminiftred
by the Hand of God, that every Inftance of
the Execution of the Threats and Promifes
of the Law became a new Proof of its di-
vine Authority. If you enquire why God
did {o vifibly mterpofe 1n the Government
of this People, always guiding and directing
them in the Conduct of temporal Affairs,
and Matters of State, by the Voice of his
Prophets, when all other Nations before, and
fince, have been left under the general Rules
of Providence to their own Condu& and
Difcretion; the Anfwer, I think, is this: No
other Nation ever had a divine Law, given
upon the Eftablifhment of temporal Blef-
{ings and Punifthments ; and therefore God
had not {o bound himfelf to any other Na-
tion, to account to them for their temporal
Profperity and Adverfity: But to the Fews,
with whom he had eftablithed a Law and a
Covenant upon femporal Promifes, he ftood

obliged
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obliged to make good his Word, and to ju-
ftify himfelf to them in the Adminiftration
of temporal Affairs. For this Reafon a Suc-
ceflion of Prophets was raifed up among
them, at whofe Mouths they might receive
the DireCtion of God: And this is what
Mofes means, when he fays, < What Natioy
“ 15 there fo great, who hath God fo nigh unto
“ them, as the Lord our God is in all Things
“ that we call upon bim for 2 Deut. iv. 7.
Whenever it was neceflary to punith the
People for their Difobedience, that -they

might not be tempted by the Profperity of
other Nations, and their own Adverfity, to
fall away to other Gods, they were fore-
warned of the Things that were to befal
them ; their Calamities were prophetically
defcribed to them, that they might know,
whenever they fuffered, that it was the very
Hand of God, of their own God, that was
upon them: And this is the Reafon of our
finding fo many Prophecies, under the Law,
relating to the Civil State and Condition of
the Fews; for this Caufe the great Captivity
of Babylon is {o largely and fully foretold by
the Prophets, that the People might not be
tempted to think that the Gods of the Na-
tions had prevailed againft them, and thereby
K 3 be
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be feduced, as oftentimes they were feduced
by this very Imagination, to forfake God in
their Diftre(s; but that they might know
that the Almighty Hand of the Lord was in
all their Sufferings, and might thereby be-
come humble and obedient: and further,
that they might know that all their Adver-
fity and Profperity came on them, according
to the exprefs Terms of their Covenant with
God, who blefled them: when obedient, and
humbled them when obftinate. All Nations
have had, and ftill have, their Turns of Pro-
{perity and Adverfity, and God thinks not
himfelf obliged to account to them for the
Meafures of his Providence towards them :
But the Cafe was otherwife with the Fews/h
Nation; for God having eftablifhed a Covee
nant with them, upon temporal Promifes and
temporal Curfes, the very Execution of the
Covenant, on God’s Part, required him to
appear, and openly adminifter the Penalties
and Promifes of his Law; to procure the
Happinefs of the People when obedient, and
to infli& the Punifhment due to their Ini-
quity. Hence it- is that he dire¢ts them in
the Way of temporal Happinefs by the
Voice of the Prophets, and gives them open
Warning of all Evils which he brings on

them ;
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them; that they may fee him in every in-
ftance performing the Word of his Cove-
nant. Every Prophecy from God {poke in
the Language of Mofes’s Song, See now, that
L, even I am be, and there is no God with me :
Lk, and I make alive s I wound, and I beal,
neither is there any that can deliver out of my
Hand. |

This accounts for all he Prophecies of
the O/d Teflament relating to the temporal
State of the Few:fh Nation; with which we
have no further Concern, than only to give
a reafonable Account of them; that the an-
tient Prophets of God may not pafs for mere
Fortune-tellers, as they have been reprefented
to the World of late,

The People of the Fews were {o prone to
follow the Cuftoms of the Nations around
them, and to fall away to Idolatry, that from
their coming into Canaan, till the Times of
the Babylonifl Captivity, there was a perpe-
tual Struggle between the Prophets of God,
and the falfe Prophets of the Nations, which
thould prevail ; with this View are many an-
tient Prophecies given to preferve the People
from being feduced by the Nations round ,
them., We may learn this from the Reproof
given to the Meflengers of Abaziah, who

K 4 had
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had fent to enquire of Baalzebub the God of
Ekron, whether he fhould recover of his Dif-
cafe: Go, fays the Angel of the Lord to
““ Elijab, Go meet the Meffengers of the King
“ of Samaria, and [ay unto them; Is it not
« becaufe there is not a God in Iﬁ"ael that
““ ye go to enquire of Baalzebub the God of
‘ Fkron? Now therefore thus faith the Lord,
« Thou fhalt not come drwn from that Bed on
““ avbich thou art gone up, but fhalt furely die,”
2 Kings 1. 3, 4. ‘To the very {fame Purpofe
God fpeaks in the Prophet Ifazab, rendering
an Account of his ancient Prophecies s
« 7 bave declared the former Things from the
““ Beginning, and they went forth out of my
““ Mouth, and I fhewed them, I did them [ud-
““ denly, zsz they came to pafs. Becaufe I
“ knew that thou art obflinate, and thy Neck
“ 15 an Iron Sinew, and thy Brow Brafs. I
““ have even from the Begzzzm?zg declared 1t to
< thee; before it came to pafs I fhewed it thee;
“ sz? thou fbouldff fay, Mine Idol bath done

‘ them, and my graven Image, and-my mol-
“ ten Image bath commaﬂded z‘bem, ’ Ifalah
xlvil. 3, 4, .

You fee now upon what Foot all the Pro-
phecies in the Old Teftament ftand, which
relate to the temporal Concerns of the Jews
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/b Nation ; you {ee likewife the Reafon why
this kind of Prophecy has ceafed in the
Chriftian Church. The Gofpel is not founded
in temporal Promifes ; {o far from it, that we
are called upont to take up our Crofs, and
follow Chriff. The bringing in of better
Hopes has vacated the Promifes of the Mp-
faic Covenant ; and it 1s expetted of us, af-
ter fo much Light given, that our Faith
{hould be Proof againft the Adverfaries of
the World, without the Help of a Prophet
to foretel, or to reveal to us, in every In-
ftance, the Counfel of God.

Thefe Prophecies relating to the Things
of this Life, concern us but little ; they have
had their Completion, long fince, in Events
which affect not us: But others there are re-
lating to the great Depofitum entrufted with
the Fews, even the Hopes of Redemption,
which were to be a Blefling to all the Na-
tions of the Earth, in which we are highly
concerned, and which will deferve our par-
ticular Confidergtion.
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| ftament, generally confidered,
(&% relate either to the temporal
83 State and Condition of the
jefws, and were, In order to the Admini-
{tration and Execution, on God’s Part, of
the temporal Covenant, given to .dbraban
and his nataral Defcendents; or they relate
to that great and univerfal Blefling, promifed
to Abrabam and to his Seed, though not li-
mited to them, but exprefly defigned and ex-
tended, in the Words of the original Cove-
nant, fo all the Nations of the World. Of
thefe we have already confidered the firft
Kind, and endeavoured to thew the Purport
and Defign of Providence in the many Ora-
cles reducible to this Head. It remains now,
that we confider the Prophecies of the fecond
Kind in the fame Method; not enquiring in-
to the exprefs Meaning and Agcompliﬂlmen;
0
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of every fingle Prophecy applicable to this
Subject, but into the general Ufe and Defign
of thefe Prophecies; which being difcovered,
we fhall be able, with better Succefs, to ap-
ply ourfelves to the Examination of each di-
vine Oracle. The Prophegies of the feveral
Periods, already confidered, have been found
to correfpond to the State of Religion in the
World, at the Time of giving the Prophecy ;'
A great Prefumption that the Cafe is the
{ame under the j’e"w.ﬂ: Difpenfation. We
muft therefore, in order to our prefent En-
quiry, confider the State of Rehglon under
the Mofa:c lepenfatmn, and examine how
far, and to what Purpofes, Prophecy was re-
quifite, and whether in Fat thefe Purpofes
were ferved by the Prophecies under the
Law.

As to the State of Religion under the Law
of Mofes, to {fave your Time and my own, ]
fhall refer mylelf to the Books of the Law,
n every Man’s Hand. But two Queftions
there are, neceffary to be confidered at prefent ;
and Firft, The Promife to Abrabam confift-
ing of two diftin& Parts, or including two
diftin&t Covenants, the one, relating to the
temporal State and Profperity of his Seed in
the Land of Canaan, the other, to the Blef-

2 - fing,
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fing, which thro’ him and his Seed, was to
be conveyed to all Nations of the Earth;
the Queftion is, to which of thefe two Cove-
nants the Law of Mofes is annexed. If the
Law was given in Execution of the Promife
made to all Nations, then have the Nations
nothing further to expect; God has fulfilled
his Word: The JFews are right in adhering
to their Law; and we in the wrong in re-
jeCting it : But if the Law of Mofes is built
upon the temporal Covenant only, and given
properly to the Fews only, then both Fews
and Gentiles have further Hopes, and a juft
Expectation remaining, to {ee God’s Promife
to all Nations accompllfhed which was not
‘accomplithed by the giving of the Law.

I have already, in the Courfe of this Ar-
oument, obferved to you, that the Law of
Mofes was given to the Fews only, and not
to all Nations: For which thefe Reafons,
among others, may be affigned: .

Firf?, The Obligation of no Law extends
beyond the Terms of its Promulgation ;
now the Law of Mofes was promulged to
the Fews only s the Words are, Hear O
Ifrael; whereas, had the Law been intended
for all Nations, it ought to have been pro-
mulged to all, and the Words fhould have

been,
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been, Hear all Nations of the Earth: And
thus the Chryffian Law is promulged; the
Apoftles had it exprefly in Commiffion from
Chrifp < To teach ALL NATIONS, bap-
<< tizing them in the Name of the Father, and

«“ of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft, teaching
< them to obferve all Things whatfoever I have

““ commanded you: and lp, I am with you
«« ALIWAY, even unfo the END OF THE
«« WORLD:” A Commiffion, which plain-
Iy thews that the Gofpel Difpenfation extends
to all Places, and all Times, even to :the
End of the World ; and that no other new
Law 1s to be expelted.

Secondly, ‘The Law of Mofes relates to the
temporal Covenant only, as being eftablithed
exprefly upon the Terms and Conditions of
it. The Ten Commandments are founded
upon this, that God brought them, the }’ews,
out of the Land of Egypt, out of the Houfe
of Bondage: A Reafon which extended .to
the People of the Fews only ; for all other
Nations were not brought out of the Land
of Egypt, and the Houfe of Bondage. The
firft Threatning 1s temporal, of viﬁtmg the
Iniquity of the Fathers upon the Children,
unto the third and fourth Generation ; -the
Promutie is of the fame Kind; both relative

fo
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to the temporal Covenant: asis likewife the
Promife of the fifth Commandment, That
thy Days may be hing in the Land wbzcb z‘be |
Lord thy God giveth thee.

Thirdly, Many Rites and Perform‘ancestof
the Law were confined to the Land -of Ca-
naan, and the Temple of Ferufalem : for
which Reafon even the %fews, in thei_f'-Difper-
fion, pretend not to obferve the Law in'thefe
Points, and they would be Tranfgreffors of
the Law, if they did. Now’tis abfurd, if
the Law was intended for all People, that
the main Performances of it thould be con-
fined within the Territories of one particular
People-only: And therefore, when the Chrif-
tian Law was to take place, every Country
was- to be a proper Place of divine Worthip :
Which is the true Meaning of our Saviour’s
Words to the Woman of Samaria'; Weman
believe me, the Hour cometh, when ye fhall
neither in this Mountain, not yet at Ferufalem,
worfbip the Father, John iv.2I.

Now this being the Cafey ’tis evident that
the Promife of a Blefling to all Nations fub-
fifted in its full Force and Vigour, during
the Continuance of the Law of Mofes ; for
as the Promife was not compleated ‘by the
giving of the Law, in which all Nations weie

I not
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not concerned ; fo neither could fo general a
Promife be annulled, or fet afide, by a private
Law, given to one People only: And this
is the true Senfe and Meaning of St. Paul’s
Argument, Gal.iii. * Thss 1 fay; that the
“ Covenant.that was confirmed before of God
¢ in Chrif}, the Low which was four bun-
““ dred and thirty Years after cannot difan-
< aul that it fhould make the Promife of none
£¢ ‘;’i} 7 -
Secondly, Another Queftion proper to be.
confidered with refpect to the State of Reli-
gion under the Fewifb Difpenfation, Is this :
How far the Religion of the Fews was pre-
paratory to that new Difpenfation, which
was in due Time to be revealed, in Accom-
plifhment of the Promife made to all Na-
tions. Now if Abrabam and his Pofterity
were chofen, not merely for their own Sakes,

or out of any partial Views and Regards to-
wards them, but to be Inftruments in the

Hand of God for bringing about his great
Defigns in the World; 1f the temporal Co-
venant was given for the Sake of the ever-
lafting Covenant, and to be {ubfervient to
the Introduction of it ; ’tis highly probable
that all Parts of the Jew:/b Difpenfation
were adapted to ferve the fame End, and that

the
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the Law founded on the temporal Covenant
itfelf was, to prepare the Way to better Pro-
mifes. . If this, upon the whole, appears to
be a reafonable Suppofition, then have we a’
Foundation to enquire into the Meaning of
the Law, not merely as it 1s a literal Com-
mand to the Fews, but as containing the
Figure and Image of good Things to come.
It can hardly be fuppofed, that God, intend-
ing finally to fave the World by Chri/ and
the Preaching of the Gofpel, fhould give an
intermediate Law, which had no refpe& nor

relation to the Covenant which he intended
to eftablith for ever. And whoever will be

at the Pains to confider ferioufly the whole
Adminiftration of Providence together, from
the Beginning to the End, may fee perhaps
more Reafon than he 1magines, to allow of
Types and Figures in the Fewi/h Law.

To proceed then: The Fewifh Difpenfa-
tion not conveying to 4l Nations the Blef-
fing promifed through Abraban’s Seed, but
being only the Adminiftration of the Hopes
and ExPe&anons created by the Promife of
God; in this refpect it flood entirely upon
the Word of Prophecy; for future Hopes
and Expectations from God can have no other

real’ Foundation, In as much then as the

L Fewifl
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Fewifh Religion did virtually contain the
Hopes of the Gofpel, the Religion itfelf was
a Prophecy ; and as the Fews/b Church was
founded to preferve, and to adminifter thefe
Hopes, the prophetical Ofhice was in {ome
Meafure neceflary and effential to this Church,

to nourifh and fupport their Hopes and Ex-
pectations from God.

In what Manner the Blefing of all Men
was eftablithed with Abrabam, Ifaac, and
Facoh, we have already feen. The next
Limitation of it is to the Tribe of ¥udab, in
that famous Prophecy delivered by Facob,
juft before his Death, The Scepire fball not
depart from Yudab, nor a Lawgiver from
betwoeen bis Feet, until Shiloh come, and unto
bim (Fall the gathering of the People be, Gen.
xlix. 10. There are fo many Interpretations
of this Prophecy, fome peculiar to the Fews,
and fome to Chriffians; and {fo many Dith-
culties to be accounted for, whatever Way
we take, that I fhall not pretend to enter
into the Decifion of them at prefent. But'
take the whole Prophecy, relating to the
Tribe of Fudab, together, and there will be
enough to anfwer our immediate Purpefe,
without entering into thefe Obfcurities. 7#-
dab, fays Facob, Thou art he whom thy Bre-

thres
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thren fhall praife; thy Hand fball be 1n the
Neck of thine Enemies: Thy Father’s Chil~
dren fhall bow down before thee. Ina Form
of Words, not unlike this, the peculiar
Blefling was appropriated to Shem ; _faphet
Jhall dwell in the Tents of Shem, and Ca-
naan fhall be bis Servant, Gen. ix. 27.. And
when . Yacob himfelf had the Blefing @"
Abrabam {ettled on him, by his Father Jfaac,
in Preference to his Brother Efau, the very
Words in which the Grant was made to him,
are thefe: Let People ferve thee, and Nations
bow down to thee 5 be thou Lord over thy Bre-
thren, and let z‘/ay Mother’s Sons bow down fo
thee, Gen. xxvil. 29, Now when :faco&
ufes, partly thefe very Words, partly others
of like Import, can he be underftood to be-
ftow any other Blefling on his Son fzdab,
than that very Blefling, which he, in this
fame Form of Words, reccived from his
Father? Could he forget the Import of his
own Blefling when he was preferred to Efau ¢
Or could he ufe this folemn Form of Words,
and mean fomething quite different from the
Senfe they carried, when his antient Father
pronounced them over him? The other ¢
Parts of this Prophecy relate, I think, to
the temporal Profperity of Fudah, and pro-
L 2 mife
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mife a Continuance of that Tribe till the
Bleffing of Abrakam fhould come, and be
extended to all Natwons : but I will not en-
ter into this large Field of Controverfy.

The next and the laft Limitation of this
fpecial Promife is to the Family of David;
2 Point fo uncontefted, that there is no room
to call it in queftion, without rejecting the
Authority of all the Prophets ; and {o plain
withal, that it needs no proving. Here the
Promife refted until it fell upon him, for
whom it was referved, and to whom it was
ever due; upon him, to whom the Birth-
right appertained, who was the Firff-born of
every Creature; and concerning whom the
Almighty had declared long before, I will
make bim my Firfi-6orn, bigher than _ the
Kings of the Earth. Here it 1s fixed, and
here it muft reft, till &/ Things are accom-
plifed s for be muft reign till be bath put all
Enemies under bis Feet 3 til Death itlelf s
Jwallowed up 1n Vittory.

It is much to be obferved, that the Pro-
phecies relating to the Covenant of better
Hopes, were given to the People of God,
when Religion itfelf feemed to be in Diftrefs,
and to want all Helps to fupport it in the
Word, When Abrabam was called to for-

{ake



DISCOURSE VI 149

{ske the Country and the Religion of his
Fathers, then had he the Promife of the
blefled Seed. {faac and Facod béing fur-
rounded on all Sides with Idolatry,. in the
midlt of a very corrupt and degenerate
World, were fuftained by the fame Hopes.
When the People of Ifrael werein Egypt,
and under many Temptations of following
the Gods of the Country, then was the Pro-
mife fettled on Fudab, and the remarkable
Prophecy given of Shiloh’'s Coming. As foon
as God appeared manifeftly, and oftentimes
miraculoufly, making good the Promifes of
the temporal Covenant to the Children of
Abrabam, and the People wanted no other
Evidence to keep them ftedfaft in their Obe-
dience, or to fecure them from falling away
to the Gods of the Nations round them, we
meet with few Inftances of this Sort of Pro-
phecy. Whilft God-himfelf was Governor
and King of the People, and directed all their
Affairs by the Voice of his Prophets, their
Adverfity and their Profperity, which were
always in Proportion to their Obedience and
Difobedience, were a fufficient Inftruétion
to them to cleave to God ftedfaftly. 'This
was the Cafe from Mofes to David, who had
the Promife of the everlafting Covenant

L 3  cftablithed
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eftablithed with him and with his Seed, 1n
Reward of his Conftancy and Ifaith towards
God under all the Difficulties, thro’ which
he made his Way to the Crown, appointed
to him by God. But when the fucceeding
Kings fell into Idolatry, and the People,
prone to Evil, followed their Example, {o
that God determined to remove them out of
his Sight, and {catter them among the Idola-
trous Nations, whofe Gods they had cholen
before the Lord their Saviour ; then, for the
Sake of the few Righteous, were the better.
Hopes revived, that the Fuft might lwe by
Faith, and that a Rewmmnant might be faved.
The Prophet Ifaiah, who {peaks fo plainly
of the Kingdom of Chriff, entered upon his
Office not long before the Ten Tribes were
carried into Captivity, as a Punifhment for
thelr Idolatry: The Prophet Feremy faw
the other Tribes carried away to Babylon :
And Dauiel was himfe:f one of the Children
of the Captivity. This was the Time in
which true Faith wanted the Comfort of
future Hopes; the prefent Scene was dark
and gloomy, the Loving-kindnefs of the
Lord was hid from his People, and they faw
nothing but Tokens of Anger and Difplea-
{ure on every fide: In this Time therefore

God



" DISCOURSE VL 13r

God thought fit to give more and plamer
Intimations of his Purpofe to eftablith the
Kingdom of Righteoufnefs, than ever had
been gwen before from the Days of Adam.
Now was it that the Seed 7z whom all Nations
were £o be bleffed was manifeftly defcribed ;
that the Time and Place of his Birth were
appointed ; his great ‘Works, his Glories,
and his Sufferings, were forerold. Now was
it, that God taught his People plainly to ex-
pect a new Covenant, a better than that made
with their Fathers: In a word, now was it,
that all Eyes were opened to look for his
coming, who was to be the Glory of Ifrael;
the Defire of all Nations; a Light to lighten
the Gentiles, 'This great Scene being open-
ed, and placed in fo clear a View, the Work
of Prophccy was finithed, and in a few
veoos the Gttt itk]f ceafed: A plain’ Evi-
dence that the Spirit of Prophecy is the Tefi-
mony of Fefus; and that all the Bleflings and
Promifes, given to God’s antient People, |,
were to have their final Accomplithment 1
the Manifeftation of the bleffed Seed. |
The Ten Tribes,which were carried away
by the King of Affyria, never more returned
to their own Country ; the Tribe of Fudab,

after feventy Years Captivity, came back to
L 4 the
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the Land of Canaan, ereted a new Temple,
2nd continued to be a Tribe and a People till
the laft Deftruction of Sferufalem by the Ro-
mans. If you think all this happened by
Chance, there is no room to alk you any

Queftions about it: But if you allow the
Hand of God to be in thefe Events, tell me

from whence this Diftintion, this partial
Regard to the Tribe of Fudah ¢ Read their
own Prophets, and learn from thence the
Chara&er of their Tribe, you'll find no Me-
rit in them to juftify this Regard of God
towards them: They were as bad as their
Neighbours: but they had one Advantage,
they had a Promife which none of the Ten
Tribes had, That the Scepire fhould not de-
part from Judab=—— til] Shiloh came : For
the fulfilling of this Promife, and all the Pro-
mifes relating ‘to the blffed Seed, was this
Tribe preferved fome hugpdreds of Years after
the others had ceafed to be a People.

That this Tribe was re-fettled purely for
the Accomplithment of God’s Promifes of a
better Covenant, appears from all the Cir-
cumftances of their Condition after their Re-
turn: They were not reftored to enjoy the
antient Privileges of the People of God in
the Land of Canasn: Thofe Privileges were

forfeited
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forfeited by their Iniquity ; their Urim and
their Thummim were no more heard of; and
after they were once eftablifhed in the Land
(a Point in which Providence was nearly
concerned) the Gift of Prophecy ceafed, and
God appeared not in the Management of
their temporal Affairs, as formerly he had
done : They were often diftrefled, and often
brought near Ruin; they fuffered in all the
Changes of the Empire of the Eaft, and
were, as they exprefs themfelves, Servants in
the Land which God gave to their Fatbers,
Neh, ix, 36. 1 mention this Particular, to
account to you the more clearly for the ceaf~
ing of Prophecy fome Ages before the com-
ing of Chrff. Prophecy among the Fews was
relative to the two Covenants given to Abra-
ham ; when the Fews had forfeited the Blef-
fings of the temporal Covenant, and God
had fully opened and prepared the Way for
the coming in of the Second, he recalled his
Minifters and Ambaffadors, for whofe Ser-
vice he had no longer any occafion.

That the Prophecies, relating to the fecond
and better Covenant, produced a fuitable Ef-
fect, and were Matter of Comfort and Con-
folation to the Righteous among the Ifrael-
ites, may be Colle&ed from fome few Allu-

fions
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fions to the Opinions of their own Times,
to be found in the Books of the Prophets,
That the People of Ifrael had, in the Days
of the Prophet Amos, a Notion of {ome
oreat Deliverance, or Blefling ftill to come,
may be gathered from the Reproof given to
thofe, who, tho’ void of the Fear of God,
yet expecied a Shalfe in his Blefling. 20 unto
sou that defiee the Days of the Lord: To what
End is it for you? The Day of the Lord is
Darknefs, and not Light, Amos, v. 18. As
{ome waited in Faith for the Confolation of
Ifrael, o others there were who mocked at

all {uch Hopes and Expe&tations: To thefe
the Prophet -'__T{E'zzab {peaks; 2o unto them
thet draw Iriquity with Cords of Vanity, and
fiz as it were with ¢ Cart-rope : That fay,
Lt bz make Speed and baflen bis Work, that
e ey ﬁ*e it : And let the Counfel of the
Ehiy One of Ifracl draw nigh and come, that
we riay kigw ity Ma.v. 18, 19,  Under the
Power of thefe irreligions: Mockers. the
Righteous (and fuch has ever been their Lot)
were wearled and opprefled, but the Prophet
{peaks Comfort to them; Hear the Words of
the Lord, ye that tremble at bis Word ; your
Brethren that hated you, and coft you out _for
iy Name-jakes, [aid, Le;, the Lord be glori-

ﬁc’d
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fied : But be fhall appear to your Foy, and

fbe?y fball be aftamed, 13vi. 5. As wicked as
the People of Ifrael were, yet in all Tlmes

were there fome who waited for the Salva—
tion of God ; whofe Faith and Hope are Well
exprefled by the Son of Sirach 5 the Power

cf the Earth is in the Hand of the Lerd, and.

in due Time be will fet over if one that is pro-
fitable, Ecclus. x. 4.

That the Prophecy, given at the Time of
the Fall, was underftood, in the antient few-
i/b Church, to relate to the Times of the
Meffias, may,wnh great Probability -be infer-
red from many Paflages, but efpecially from
one in Ifarah, where after a full Defcription
of the Kingdom of Chr7f#, and the Happinefs

of thofe-who were the Seed of the Blefled of
the Lord, the State and Condition of the

Wicked, in the Time of that Kingdom, is
thus defcribed in few Words ; .4nd Duft fball
be the Serpent's Meat, Ifa. 1xv. 25. By what
Figure of Speech, or for what Reafon is the
Serpent here made to fignify thole, who are
diftinguithed from the Seed of the Blejfled 2
And how comes the Punithment of thefe
Reprobates to be fet forth by the Serpent's
eating Duft¢ Here 1s nothing in the Pro-
phet to explain this Figure; but he feems
e to
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to ufe it as a Saymng well known, and per-
fectly underftood by his Countrymen ; and
from whence could they borrow it, but from
the Hiftory of Man’s Fall? There you may
find the Seed of the Blefled, to whom Vic-
tory over the Serpent is promifed ; and there
may you fee the Serpent doomed #o eat Duft,
and the Allufions to this antient Prophecy,
in Ifaial’s Defcription of the Kingdom of
the Meffias, thews in what Senfe it was un-
derftood of old, and for many Ages before
the Birth of Chrif.

Thefe Prophecies, relating to the King-
dom of the Mejias, have ftill a larger and
more extenfive Ule, not confined to any par-
ticular Age, but reaching to every Age of the
Cbriftian Church: They were given to the
Fews of old for the Support of their Faith,
and are a {tanding Reproof to their Children
of this Age for their Unbelief: They taught
thole of o/d Time to expeét the Kingdom of
Chriff, and are a Condemnation to thofe gf
this Time for rejeéting it: They are a Sup-
port and an Evidence to the Gofpel, and fur-
nifh every true Believer with an Anfwer to

give fo bimy, who afketh the Reafon of toe
Hope that is in bim.

They -who are educated in the Belief of
Chrifliamty,
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Chriftianity, and taught to receive the Books
of both Teftaments with equal Reverence,
are not apt to diftinguifh between the Evi-
dence for their Faith, arifing from the one
and the other. But if we look back to the
earlieft Times of preaching the Gofpel, and
confider how the Cale ftood as to the %ew-
fh Converts on one fide, who were con-
vinced of the divine Authority of the Old
Teftament, and as to the Gentzle Converts
on the other, who had no fuch Perfuafion,
the Diftin¢tion will appear very manifeftly.
The antient Prophecies, tho’ they are Evi-
dence both to the Few and to the Gentile,
yet are they not {o to both in the fame way
of Reafoning and Deduction, nor to the
fame End and Purpofe. For confider; the
Yew was poflefled of the Oracles of God,
and firmly perfuaded of the Truth of them ;
the very fir{t Thing therefore which he had to
do upon the Appearance of the Meffiab, was
to examine his Title, by the Character gi-
ven of him in the Prophets; he could not,
confiftently with his Belief in God, and Faith
in the antient Prophecies, attend to other
Arguments, till fully fatishied and convinced
inthis : All the Prophecies of the Old Tefta-

ment, relating to the Office and Charadter of
the
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the AMeffinh, were immoveable Bars to all
Pretenfions, til fulfilled and acco‘mplifhed n
the Perfon pretending to be the promifed,
and long-expected Redeemer. For this Rea-
{on the Preachers of the Gofpel, in applying
to the Fews, begin with the Argument from
Prophecy. Thus St. Pax/, in his Difcourfe
with the Fews at Anfioch in Pifidia, begins
with the Call of Abrabam, and after a fhort
hiftorical Deduction of Matters from thence
to the Times of David, he adds, Of this Man's
Seed hath Gad, according to bis Promife, raifed
unto Ifrael a Saviour fefus, Aéts xiil. 273,
Where you fee plainly that the whole Argu-
ment refts upon the Authority of Prophecy;
and all the Parts of this Apoftolical Sermon
are anfwerable to this Beginning, proceeding
from one End to the other upon the Autho-
rity of the old Prophets : But the very fame
Apoftle St. Paul, preaching to the People of
Atbens, Alts xvi1. argues from other 'Topics;
he fays nothing of the Prophets, to whofe
Miffion and Authority the Athenians were
perfect Strangers, but begins with declaring
to them, God that made the World, and all
Things therein ; He goes on condemning all
idolatrous Practifes, and afluring them that
“ God 15 not worfhiped with Men's Hands, 6;
2 “ tho'
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“ tho' be needed any thing.”” He accounts to
them for the paft Times of Ignorance at
which God winked, and tells them, that zow
he calls all Men to Repentance, having ap-
pointed Chriff Fefus to be the Sfudge of all
Men ; for the Truth of which he appeals to
the Evidence of Chriff's Refurrection, —

“ Whereof, fays the Apoftle, be bath given Af-
“ furance unto all Men, in that be bath raifed
“ bim from the Dead,” ver. 31. Whence
comes this Difference? How comes St, Paul's
Argument, upon one and the fame Subje,
in AFs xui, and xvil. to be {o unlike to éach
other ? Can this be accounted for any other
way, than by confidering the different Cir-
cumfitances of the Perfons to whom he deli-
vered himfelf. In .46 xiu. he argues profef=
fedly with Fews, to whom were committed
the Oracles of God, and who, from thefe
Oracles, were well inftrufted in the great
Marks and Characters of the expected Me/~
Jiah. 1t had been highly abfurd therefore to
reafon with them upon other Arguments, till
he had firft convinced them by their Pro=
phets ; —and having fo convinced them, it
would have been ‘impertinent. To them
therefore lie urges and applies the Authority
of ‘Prophecy only : But to the Athenians,

who
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who knew not the Prophets, or if they knew
them, yet had no Reverence or Efteem for
them, it had been quite ridiculous to offer
Proofs from Prophecies : The Appeal there-
fore, before them, i1s made to the found and
clear Principles of Natural Religion; and to
the Miracles of the Gofpel, the Fame of
which probably had, long before, reached to
Athens ; and the Truth of which, they being
mere Matters of Fact, was capable of unde-
niable Evidence and Demonftration.

It is very obfervable that St. Paw/, in his
Sermon at Athens, goes no further, than call-
ing them to Repentance, and to Faith in
Chrif, as the Perfon appointed by God to
judge the. World: I which Do&rine he had
Natural Religion with him in every Point,
excepting the Appointment of Chrzff to be
Judge, for which he appeals to the Evidence
given by God in raifing %efus from the Dead.
But to the Fews he fpeaks of a Saviour, of
Remiffion of Sins, of Juftification of all Be-
lievers from all Things, from which the Law
of Mofes could not juftify. Whence comes
this Difference, unlefs from hence, that the
Fews were from their Scriptures well ac-
quainted with the loft Condition of Man,

and knew that a Redemption from Sin, and
the
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the Powers of it, was to be expetted ! But
the Gentiles had loft this Knowledge ; and
were firft to be taught the Condition of the
World and the various Adminiftrations of
Providence with regard to Mankind, before
they could have any juft Notion of the Re-
demption of the World.

With refpet to the Gentiles then, the Cale
ftood thus: They were called from Idols to
the Acknowledgment of the true God, from
Iniquity to the Praltice of Virtue, by fet-
ting before them Chrift Fefus, the Preacher
of Righteoufnefs, and the appointed Judge of
the World, under the Confirmation of many
Signs and Wonders, wrought by God for this
Purpofe. Being {o far eftablithed, they were
led back to View this wonderful Sczne of Pro-
vidence, as it ftood in the antient Prophecies ;
and with them the Authority of the Prophe-
cies ftood mainly upon the exalt Comple-
tion, which was before their Eyes: From
the Authority of Prophecy, - fo eftablifhed,
they underftood the paft Workings of Pro-
vidence and ‘the State of the World; and
cameto fee that Chriff was not only the
Judge, but the Redeemer of Mankind. To
the ¥ew Prophecy was the firft Proof, .to the
Gentile it was the laft: The Few believed in

- M Chrif,




1620 DISCOURSE VLI

Chrift, becaufe foretold by the Prophets ; the
Gentiles believed the Prophets, becaufe they
had {o exally foretold %efus Chriff. Both
became firm Believers; having, each in his
way, a full View of all the Difpenfations of
Providence towards Mankind.

If this Account be true, as it appears to
me to be, it will enable us to ciear this Argu-
ment from Prophecy of the many Mifre-
prefentations, under which it has been indu-
frrioufly clouded : It will fhew us, that there
1s no Occafion for a Gent:le to become a Few,
in order to his becoming a Chrizffzan, upon
the Authority of the antient Prophets: It
will thew us, that the Proof from Prophecy
1s not Argumentum ad bominem, in the Fews
Cafe, nor in the Gentiles ; nor yet an Argu-
ment of the fame kind in both Cafes, tho’, in
beth Cales, proceeding upon real and folid
Principles of Reafon. But I muft leave thefe
Applications to you, and proceed to obferve
another Ufe of Prophecy, with regard to the.
“fews, and for which the Gentile World feems
not to have had the fame Otcafion.

The Fews lived under a divine Law, efta-
blithed in Signs and Wonders, and mighty
Works, founded in very great Promifes on
one lide, in Threatnings of mighty Terror

on
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on the other; as far as the Bleffings and
Terrors of this World can extend: They
are warned over and over not to forfake their
Law, or to {uffer any {trange Cuftoms and
Ceremonies to grow up among them. Thefe
Cautions, intended to preferve them from
the Corruptions of the Heathen Nations
around them, might eafily, as in the Event
they have done, grow into Prejudices againt
any future Revelation, though made upon
the Authority of God bimfelf. To guard
apain{t fuch Prejudices, and to render them
without Excufe, it was but reafonable to give
them early and frequent Notice of the Change
intended, that they might not, under the
Colour of adhering ftedfaitly and faithfully
to God’s firft Covenant, reject his fecond,
when the Time of Publlcation came. There
are of this Sert many Prophecies in the Old
Teltament ; of this Kind are the many De-
clarations on God’s Part, that he had no
Pleafure in Sacrifices and Oblations, in New
Moons and in Sabbaths; ftrange - Declara-
tions, confidering that all thefe were his own
Appointments! But not ftrange, conlidering
the many and frequent Prophecies of a new
and a better Covenant, to be eftablithed with
his People. The Prophet Jfaiab is frequent-

M2 ly
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ly ftyled the Evangelical Prophet, becaufe

of the many and exprefs Prophecies, to be
found in him, relating to Chrsff and his
Church: Now this Prophet, in the very
Entrance upon his Work, fhews the little
Value of mere legal Inftitutions: To what
Purpsfe, fays he, {peaking in God’s IName,
75 the Multitude of your Sacrificcs unto me?
— I am full of the Burnt-Qfferings of Rams,
and the Fat of fed Beafls, and I delight not
71 the Blood of Bullocks, or of Lamvs, or of
He-Geats Your New Moons, and your
appointed Feafls, my Soul bateth : they are a
Ticuble unto me, I am weary to bear them,
latah 1. 11, 14.

But the moft remarkable Paflage of this
kind, and which deferves our particular. At-
tention, is the Prophecy of Mofes himfelf,
recorded in the xviii™ of Deuteronomy.  The
Lord thy God will raife up unto thee a Pro-
phet from the midf of thee, of thy Bretbren,
[tke unto me, unto bim ye fball hearken, ver. 15
The fame is repeated again, ver. 18, with
this Addition ; And ¢¢ fhall come to pafs, (they
are the Words of God) #hat whgfoever wil
not hearken unto my Words, which be (that
Prophet) fhall fpeak 1n my Name, I awill re-
quire it of bim, ver, 19. Here now is a plain

Declaration
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Declaration on God's Parts, at the very Time
the Law was eftablifhed, of another Prophet,
like unto Mofes, to be raifed 1n Time, as a
new Lawgiver, to whom all were to yield
Obedience. I know full well, that great
Authorities are produced for interpreting
thefe Words of a Succeffion of Prophets, in
the Fewifb Church: But be the Authorities
never {o great, the Appeal lies to the Law
and to the Teftimony, and thither we muft
20,
In the firft Place then, the Text {peaks of
one Prophet only, in the fingular Number,
and not of many. In this Cale therefore
the Letter of the Text is with us; an Ar-
cument which ought to be of great weight
with thofe, who make fuch heavy Com-
plaints, whenever we pretend to go beyond
the /szeral Senfe of the Old Teftament. But,
Secondly, To expound this Paflage of a
Succeffion of Prophets, and to fay that they
all were to be like Mofes, contradiéts God’s
own Declaration concerning the Manner in
which he intended to deal with ozber Pro-

phets. .
In the Twelfth of Numbers we read, that .
Miriam and Asron began to mutiny againt
the Influence and Authority of Mofes : Hath
M 3 the
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the Lord [poken only to Mofes, fay they, bath
bz nat [pokcin alfo by us?2 This Controverfy
was like to be attended with fuch ill Confe-
quences, that God thought proper to inter-
pofe himfelf. Hear then his Determination;
If there bz a Prophet among you, I the Lord
will make niyfelf known unio bim in a Vifion,
and will fpeak uuto bim in a Dream. My
Scrvant Mofes 15 not fo, who 15 fa:thjul 1 all
smine Houfe; with bim will 1 jp:ak Mouth to
Mouth, even dj},tzzrmff'y, and wot in dark
Speeches 3 and ihe Stintiiiude of the Lird flall
be bekald o Wherefore then acere ye not afraid
to fpeak againft my Servant Mcfes.

Here now 1s a plain Declaration of the
great Difference between Mofes and all other
Prophets, and as plain an Account wherein
that Difference did lie: As to all other Pro-
phets, God declares he would {peak to them
in Vifens and 1n Dreams, but with Mofes he
would cornverfe Mouth to Mouth, or, as it 1S
elfewhere exprefled, Face fo Face. Herein
then confifted one chief Dignity and Emi-
nence of Asfes; and in this Refpect the
Provphets of Ifrac/ were not to be like him.

Tiirdly, That the Likenefs to Mofes {po-
ken of in the Paffage under Confideration,

had a fpecial Regard to this fingular Privilege
of
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of feeing God Face to Face, is evident, part-
ly from the Text itfelf, and partly from the.
Clofe of the Book of Deuteronomy, com-
pared with the Text: In the Text itfelf a
Promife is given of a Prophet like Mofes,
which Likenefs in the 13th Verfe isexpound-
ed by God’s faying, 1 will put my Words in bis
Mouth: W hich imports fomcthing'more than
fpeaking to him in Vifons and in Dreams.:
And that the Likenefs to Mpfes was under-
ftood to confift in this 1mmediate Commu-
nication with God, 1s moft evident from the
laft Verfes of the Book: where it is faid,

And there arofe not a Prophet fince in Ifrael
Like unto Mofes, whom the Lord knew Face
to Face.  'Who added thefe Words to the
Book of Deuteronomy, 1t matters not at pre-
fent to enquire; for, they having been re-
ceived in the Yewifb Church, are an authen-
tic Teftimony, firfl, how the antient Fews
underftood thefe Words, lke unto Mofes ;
and fecondly, That the antient Church had
feen no Prophet like unto Mofes : "And yet
they had a Succeffion of Prophiets immediate-
ly from the Death of Mofes, of whom Foflua
was the firlt * ; andthefelaft Verfes of Deute-
ronomy, added after, at leaft in the Time of

* Hof. xil. 13. Ecclus. xlvi, 1.
M 4 Jofoua,
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Geflra, exclude him from all Pretenfions of
being ibe Prophet, or one of the Prophets like.
unto Mofos: And if this Charadter will not.
fit Foflua, much lefs will 1t fit thofe who
fucceedes ..., who were not greater, nor
had greater Employment under God, than
he: An evident Proof that the Promife of a
Prophet like unto Mofes, was not underftood
by the antient Fewsfb Church to relate to
2 Succeflion of Prophets among them ; fince
they declare to us, that in the Succeffion of
Prophets, there had not been one /74e unto

The latter Fewes have not departed from
the Opinion of their Ancefters in this re-
{pet. They diftinguith Mofes from all other
Prophets, and the higheft Degree of - In-
{piration 1s ityled by them Gradus Mofazcus.
'The Diiference between this Degree and all
others, they make to confift in four Particu-
lars. 1. Mofes had no Dreams nor Vifions.
2. He had Light from God immediately,
without the Miniftry or Interpofition of
Angels. 3. His Mind was never difturbed
or difmayed by the prophetic Influence,
Fer God [pake to bim as @ Man [peaks to lis
Friend, 4. He could prophefy at all Times
vhen he would; whereas others prophefied

only
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only at particular Times, when' the Word
of God came to them*,

Another chief Dignity belonging to Mofes,
and in which the Prophets under the Law
were not like unto him, 1s, that he was @
Lawgiver. No Prophet after Mofes was {ent
with fuch a Commifiion, during the Time
of the Law ; and yet the Prophet here fore-
told was evidently to refemble Mpfes in this |
Particular. ¢ He was fo fpeak all that God
 commanded bim s and whoever bearkened
“ g0 to bim, 1was fo be deflroyed.” Mofes had
no greater Authority than this, nor can any
Words defcribe a greater.  Defides, there i
a Circumf{tance belonging to this Prophecy,
which ties it down, I think, to this Senfe.
Mifes fays, God will raife up unto thee a Pro-
phet like unto me, accoramng to all that thou
defiredft of bim in Horeb, in the Day of the
Afferbly, faying, Let me not bear again the
Voce of the Lord my God ;5 neither let me [ee
this great Fire any more, that I die not.
And the Lord [aid wnto me, they have well
Jpoken — 1 will raife them up a Propbet from
among their Bretbren like unto thee, and will
put my Words in bis Mouth, and be fball fpeak
unto them all that 1 fhall command him, &c.

It is to be obferved, that this Requeft of

¥ See Smuth’s fele Difeonrfes, Page 261,
the
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the Feople was made at the giving of the Law
in floreh : Mofes had-often prophefied to them
beiore, and they were not put under any Ter-
ror by it; but when the Law was delivered,
and God defcended in Fire, and the whole
Mount quaked greatly, they defired that Mofes
might {peak to them, and not God, left they
fhould die: Upon this the Promife is given, I
will raife them a Prophet ke unto thee, and
put my Words in bis Mouth. Is it not evident,
that this new Prophet was to do that, 1 a
familiar gentle way, which God himfelf did
in the Mount furrounded with Majefty and
Terror? And was not that the giving of the
Law? To apply this Promife to any thing
elfe, is making it to have no relation to the
Requelt upon which it was granted. ‘The
People liked Myfes his ordinary way of pro-
phefying to them fo well, that they defired he
might be imployed to deliver God’s Laws to
them in the fame manner that he delivered
God’s other Commands: The Requeft re-
lated therefore merely to the Manner of God's
aiving his Law ; they were under no Uneali-
nefs at his Mcthod in conveying Prophecies
to them : And confequently the Promife of
God muft relate to the grving of a Law to
his Peopic by one to be raifed up among
themfelves, and not merely to a Succeffion of

¥ Prophets,
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Praphets, about which the People were in
no Diftrefs. '

Laftly, If we enquire, from hiftorical Evi-
dence; after the Completion of this Prophecy,
we fhall find, that it did moft punctually agree
to the Chara@er of our bleffed Saviour; and
not to any other Prophet, either before or
after him ; all the Prophets of the Old Te-

ftament faw Vifions, and dreamed Dreams ;
all the Prophets of the New were in the fame

State. ~ St. Peter had a Vifion, St. Yobn faw
Vifions, St. Pax! had Vifions and Dreams :
But Chrift himfelf neither faw Vifions, nor
dreamed 2 Dream, but had intimate and im-
mediate Communication with the Father ;
he was in the Father’s Bofom, he and no Man
elfe had feen the Father, was one with the Fa-
ther, and had the Fulnefs of the Godbead in
him. Let any Man now ferioufly confider
this; Mofes and Ch#if} are the only Two, in
all the facred Hiftory, who had this Com-
munication with God: The Likenefs to Mop-
Jes 1s faid directly to lie in this, of feeing God
Face to Face. Can the Promife then of raif-
ing a Prophet like unto Mofes be poflibly ap-
plied to any other Perfon than Chrift Fefus 2
The other Part of the Parallel needs not to
be infifted on ; that Chriff was a Lawgiver,

will
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witl be eafily admitted on all Hands. But the
Execution of the Threat, annexed to this Pro-
phecy, 1s too remarkable to be paffed over in
Silence; it has been literally fuifilled upon the
whole Nation; every Man wiio confiders the
otate of the Fews, from the Rejeltion of
Chriff to this Day, muft own, that this Part
of the Prophecy, at lzaft, has been punctu-
aily vertfied. |

This Prophecy, and m'my others, feem,
as | obferved, intended for the Fews princi-
pally, to prepare them betimes for the Re-
ception of a new Lawgiver, and to intimate
to them, that the Mbpfazc Covenant was not
to be perpetual.

"Thus have I gone thro’ the feveral Periods
oi Prophecy under the Old Teftament, and
endeavoured to thew the main Defign and
Ufe of 1t, opening a Way to a fair and im-
pwrthl Confideration of the particular Pro-
r1 cies relating to each Period. I conceived
it fea fomble, at a Time when the Argument
from Pro Phecy wasexpofed to open Ridicule,
to {ugoelt fome proper Obfervations on the
Subject, for the Aﬁiﬂmce of ferious Minds
diipofea to confider ; to throw in one Mite,
2s an Ofrering to the Love of Chriff, and his

Gofpel, 111 Wh‘ChI hope to live and to die.
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