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INTRODUCTION.

ANKIND may be confidered as Ci-

tizens of this World, or Expectants

of another. In either, in both of thefe
characters, happinefs will naturally be the

objet of their warmeft withes and of their
highefl ambition.

But, as nothing can be more various than

the fentiments which they have entertained
concerning the nature of true happinefs, and
the courfe that leads to the enjoyment of it,
every attempt to fet mankind right as to
either of thefe, muft be acknowledged to be
laudable, an inftance of true philanthropy,
and as fuch deferving of a favourable recep-
tion from the public.

Vor. I. B In
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In this noble defign, many, in the diffe-
rent ages of the world, have engaged : But,
however united they have been in'the defign
itfelf, they have differed widely in the man-
ner of exccuti?n. This has been diverfified,
according to the {everal views in which they
have been led to confider the fubjed, the
genius of thofe to whom they would recom-
mend the confideration of it, or the various
fuccefs, with which the attempts of thofe
who had gone before them in the fame de-

fign, had been attcnded.

Were applaufe or gatn what a man aimed
at, in any performance he offered to the pub-
lic, he would greatly miftake in the choice
of his {ubjeft, who, important as 1t 1s,
{liould pitch upon one fo grave and ferious
as that of this Effay. The prevailing tafte
of the prefent age is for a very different {pe-
ctes of writing. In Novel or Romance,
with any tolerable degree of merit, he would

{ucceed much better. However, the author,
induced by the importance of the fubjedt,

to beftow no fmall attention upon 1t; con-
{clous
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fcious to himfelf of the re@itude of his
own intentions, and fully perfiuaded that
the caufe of virtue, if it receive no benefit,
will receive no hurt from this attempt, has
ventured to lay before the Public, thofe
refletions which have occurred to him, and
appeared 1mportant and deferving of atten-
tion: But, how far they are {o, the Pub-
lic has a right to judge.

To recommend a certain Plan of Reli-
gious Inftru&ion, of which the facred Hif-
tory aftords both the hint, and fome excellent
models, though neither has perhaps been
much attended to, was all the Author had
principally in his view, when he firft fat
down to write upon this fubje®. But he
{oon found it neceflary to enlarge his Plan,
into that form in which it now appears, and,

upon a candid attention to it, the feveral
parts of it, he hopes, will be found to have
a not diftant relation to each other.

Before he would venture to propole an
improvement in the manner of promoting
B 2 religious
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religious inftruction which now obtains (if
he may venture to call that an umprovement
which he recommends) he was of opinion it
“might be, if not neceflary, at leaft highly
ufeful, to confider the feveral methods
which have been follosved for this purpofe,
and to point out their refpetive defedts.

This defign gave rife to the firft and fe-
cond Parts of this Effay, and both of them,
pave the way for the third.

This enquiry, 1t 1s hoped, will produce
fome good effets. From a comparative
view of the moft remarkable {fchemes which
have been adopted, in the different ages of
the world, for promoting the knowledge,
and enforcing the pracice of virtue, {everal
important advantages may be derived. The
proof and illuftration of thefe are referved
for the conclufion, and will make the {ub-
ject of the feveral addrefes which it con-
tains.

From
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From the above hints, the Reader will
cafily perceive the defign which the Author
has in view, and the manner in which he
means to profecute it, Unwilling, there-
fore, to detain him longer in the entrance,
he begs leave to carry him along with him,
to the execution of his Plan,

Bz  PART
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PART L

Of the feveral methods which have been em-
ployed, in the different periods of the world,

Jor promoting the knowledge and pradtice
of virtue.

NO THING can more clearly evince

the importance of Religion, and the
rentiments of mankind in gencral, with re-
fpect to the excellence of it’s nature, the
force of it’s obhgatlons, and it's fubfer-

viency to their happinefs, than the attention
which hath been paid to it, in all coun-

tries and under all thofe forms of govern-

ment, of which any account has come down
10 us.

B 4 In
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In it’s caufe, Lawgivers, Poets, Philofo-
phers, Hiftorians, Divines, and others who
do not fall under any of thefe denomina-
tions, have all engaged; proud, each, of
becoming advocates for it. Left to plead
it's caufe in ‘that manner which to them
feemed beft, it nceds not furprize us that
this thould be ferious. It has been fo:
each, no doubt, thinking their own an 1m-
provement upon the former, and all fond-
ly flattering themfelves, that the courfe
which was moft acceptable to themfelves,

would be equally {o to the reft of Man-
kind.

To trace, through a courfe of ages, the
progrefs of improvement in'religious know-
ledge, the various manner of conveying it,
and fully to unfold both, might he no un-
pleafant or unprofitable employment. It
would, however, be a work of no (mall la-
bour and difficulty, and require a very able
hand to execute it properly. All the Au-
thor of this Effay purpofes, is, only for

the fake of thofe who have perhaps never
turned
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turned their thoughts this way, to lay be-
fore them, from the fubject of his own read-
ing, a few hints, from which, if they

have not the leifure, opportunity, or incli-
nation of extending their enquiries upon
this point, they may be enabled to form,
if not a very compichenfiveview, yeta juft
judgment of the merit of the feveral me-
thods which have been followed for promo-

ting religious knowledge. And, for the
fake of order, which it will be neceffary to
obferve amidft {uch a variety of {ubjects,
and to condué his Readers through it, with
+he lefs trouble and embarafiment, the Au-
thor will digeft what 1s neceffary upon the
fubjed of this firft part, under the follow-

Ing Sections,

SECTION
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S ECTION I

Of the State of Religion, while under #)
Direction of the Crvil Magiftrate.

N the more early ages, and before man-

kind began to form themfelves into {o-
cicties, every thing that related to Religion,
muft have becn under the dire@ion of the
Mafters of families: and, as each family had
probably it’s domeftic altar, F}ley would
naturally prefide in the offices of Religion
pcrformed at them. Mankind, howcver;
could not long remain in this flate. The
increafe of their numbers, joined with the
fcelings of nature and a fenfe of their mu-
tual wants, would foon prompt them to
form themfclves into focieties, incorpo-
rated under fuch forms of Government, as
fhould be concerted by the feveral mem-
bers, and did appear moft conducive to the
good of the whole, I

Upon
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Upon this principle, it 15, I think,
highly probable, that the Supreme Power
would, at firft, be lodged in the hands of
one of their number, who, they had reafon

to think, would be leaft difpofed to abufe
it, and the moft ‘proper to manage it for
the public weal.

In fuch a ftate, the fupreme Ruler
would, no doubt, find an attention to Re-
ligion neceffary, for the purpofes of found
policy and wife government, and accord-

ingly we may obferve fome {pecies of reli-
gion, wrought into all thole models of go-

vernment, of which any account has been
tranfmitted to us.

It is not improbable, that the people,
having vefted the Supreme Magiftrate (call
him what you will) with the direttion of
all matters relating to the State, would,
from their confidence in him, intruft him
alfo with the direGion of what concerned
the public Religion of it. And, had they

fhewn any backwardnefs to this, which 1t
does
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does not appear they did, it is not to be
doubted, but, both for the honour which at..
tended thedireGionof the Sacra, and the fub-
ferviency of this to the purpofes of State
Policy, he would endeavour, by every ex-

pedient in his power, to work himfe}f into
’ -
the management of it.

Nor 1s this mere conjetture. For, from
the moft antient accounts that are conveyed
down to us, we find, that the Supreme
Magiftrate both inftituted and performed
thofe facred Rites, which accompanied the

public offices of the national Religion,

Thus we find, from the facred Hiftory,
that Melchifedeck was, at once, King of

Salem and Prieft of the moft High &God,
From Homer we learn, that Peloxs offi~
ciated as Prieft in his own kingdom,, when
Neftor and Ulyffes went to pay a vifit to
him; and ‘that Agamemnon, at the head of
the Grecian army, prefided in the cblation
of the public facrifices. Xenophos i
forms us, that among the Lacedemonians,

the



[ 13 ]
the King was to have the fupreme com-
mand of the army, and direCtion of the

officers of Religion. And it is well known
that Romulus and Nusia, not only inftituted
the Colleges of the Priefts, but alfo re-
{erved, each to himfelf, the office of Pon-
tifex Maximus.

~ Let us look into the codes of ancient
Legiflators, fo far as they have come down
to us, and we fhall find Religion early em-
ployed, as an engine to promote the {everal
movements of Government, and farther
than this, the views of the moft renowned
of them feem not to have extended.

A fyftem of Religion formed with fuch

a defign, modelled according to the caprice
of the Prince, or the prejudices of the peo~
ple, how abfurd and ridiculous muit 1t
have been? A ftrange medley of whim and
fuperftition! Well, what (hall we conclude
from thence? Is it that Religion 1s a mere
ftatc-engine, a piece of political craft,
practifed upon the credulity of the people,

and
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and intended to over-awe and bend them
to the purpofes of ambition, a handle by
which they might be moft eafily and fuc-
cefsfully managed ? 'This is indeed the
{fhamelefs pretence of fome, who are equally
ftrangers to themfelves, and to the hiftory
of Mankind. None other could entertain
fuch a thought; for, if Religion were not
already deeply laid in the human frame,
cvery appeal to it would have been vain,
and every mean of reftraint, drawn from
this confideration, incffe®ual. There can
be no juft inference, therefore, drawn
againft Religlon, from it’s being wrought
into the {yftems of human policy: On the
contrary, this thews the native authority
of 1t over the mind, however it may be
abufed to the purpofes of worldly intereft
and ambition.

I know it has been alledged, that a pro-
per {yftem of laws, and a due inforcement
of them, by a regular diftribution of re-
wards and punifhments, are all that is ne-
ceflary, to make the fubjets of any Go-

vernment,
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vernment, good and virtuous. But this
affertion muft not be admitted without a

proof. Let us examine it, and then judge
what regard is to be paid to it.

It is true; the profefled defign of govern-
ment, under all the different and poffible
modifications of 1t, 1s'to promote the wel-
fare and happinefs of its {fubjelts, by en-
forcing the practice of thofe duties they
owe to the public, and to one another,
Thefe, it is acknowledged, make a part of
Religion, but they are no more: they are
far from being the whole of it.  Befides, it
deferves to remembered that all the laws of
Government with refpect to the condu&
of it’s {ubjelts, confider them only as citi-
zens of this world, and {o are far from
being futhicient to influence it properly, in
a moral and religious view.

The rigor and authority of laws may
procure obedience to them, or at leaft,

fecure againft an open violation of thém,
but human authority is too feeble to reach

the
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the heart, or to promote a principle of real
virtue; that principle, which is neceflary to
render our conduct liberal and ingenuous,
and to give uniformity and ftability to it.

Public ordér and utility are the grand
objelts of ail civil Inftitutions: Moral and
religious conduct, as fuch, fall not under
their cognizance, nor lie before their tri-
bunal. The reafon is, at firlt fight, ob-
vious. The moft fagacious lawgiver can-
not dive into the hearts of his fubjects, nor
difcern the {prings of their condu, upon
which the morality of it chiefly depends.

. Befides, as government is ambulatory
and various in its nature, and, in faé,
wears fuch different forms, and adopts fuch
different modes in different countries, that
the very ideas of right and wrong, appear not
only different, but, in fome cafes, contra-
diCtory to one another, it feems to admit
of no doubt, that the caufe of virtue is too
important and facred, to be refted upon fo
weak and precarious a' bottom. It cer-

tainly
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tainly requires a more folid and durable
foundation.

SECTTION IL

Of the State of Religion, and the manner
of conveying the Knowledge of 1t, under a
Pagon Pricfthood.

OW long the diretion of Civil and
Religious concerns continued to be

lodged in the fame hands, is, from the
imperfection of Hiftorical records, a fa&k
difficult to be afcertained. We may, how-
ever, venture to affirm 1t could not be
long. For, as the extent of kingdoms,
the number of inhabitants, their com-
merce with neighbouring nations, and
their interfering interefls became enlarged,
{o muft the cafes and concern of the Sove-
reign, till, at laff, the load of bufinefs
would become too heavy for him to bear
alone. Matters of State and Government

Vor. . C would
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would be fufficient to ingrofs his whole
attention, This would make it ncceffary
to delegate the care of public Religion to
a certain order of Men he might nominate
for this purpofe. And hence the inftitu-
tion of Priefts, as a Body feparate and
diftinét from the Laity, might take it’s
rife. §

Nsw, it may be thought, we fhould
beein to find fomething like a juft regard
paid to Religion. When the concerns of
it were lodged in the hands of an order of
tnen confecrated to the fervices of it, and
exempted {rom all other concerns that they
might be at liberty to mind thefe the bet-
ter, we might naturally expect they would
be ambitious to bring every thing that re-
fated to it, under proper regulations.

To difcover how far they have done fo,
is the defign of this part of our enquiry:
And, as it leads us back to the moft re-

. § Sec Appendix, No. 1, p. 480.

note
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tmote and diftant ages of the vwerld, the
Reader muft not think it ftrange, that we
find it difficult, if at all pofiible, to trace

the feveral fteps of that corruption, which,
from this time, prevailed in Religion.

Itis, 1 think, highly probable that the
firft Priefts, after the public inftitution of
their Order, would be obliged to receive
their dire&ions from the Prince, and to
model Religion accerding to the {yftem
of Faith or Policy which he had adopted.

However, under a fucceffion of Princes,

plunged in pleafure, or embarrafed with
bufinefs, and fo, from either of thefg

caufes, incapable of attending to the con-
cerns of Religion, it is eafy to fee how an
ambitious Prieflhood might foon become
venerable.  Profiting themfelves of the
credulity of the peoplte, they, in their
turn, began to corrupt Religion, by blend-
ing with it thofe inventions, which their
pride, fuperftition, avarice or policy would
dictate. One ceremony prepared the way
for the introduction of another, A recent

C .2 INnLo-
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innovation would be grafted into one more
antient ; and, at lalt, by various and gra-

dual fteps, and different efforts of 1nge-
nuity, Rulers and People become the dupes

of the public fuperftition.

The circumftances of thefe early times,
and the more liberal Education of the
Priefts, it muft be confeffed, gave them
great advantages, and put much in their
power. 'The great body of the people was
altogether 1gnorant. Any degree of know-
ledge and learning that then prevailed,
was only to be found 1n the facred College
of Prictts; and they had art cnough to
improve, to their own intereft, the advan-
tage which their fuperior accomplithments
gave them over the people, and fo to raife
their reputation among them, that they
became calily difpofed to receive whatever

they werce plcuﬁ:d to teach them.

How foon idolatry began to prevail,
mult be very difficult, if at all pofiible, to
afcer-
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afcertain. Learned men are of very dif-
ferent opinions upon this point. But I
humbly think, that, at whatever time it had
1t’s rife, it did not prevail much till about
the time of Abraham. Before this period,

the different nations of the world feemed
to have worfhipped God, according to the

diltates of Nature, and thofe few hints of
Revelation, with which they might have
been favoured by the means of Noah, &c.

As far back as this period, Idolatry can
be traced. Higher than this, it would be
necedlefs, even if we could, to rife in our
enquiries into the origin, nature and pro-

grtfs of it.

In order to judge of the ftate of Religion,
and the manner of communicating the
knowledge of it, in thefe early ages, it
may not be improper to fingle out fome
- Nation, whofe hiftory can throw the
carlieft Jight upon this part of our fubject.

C 3 With
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In this view, our attention is 1mme.
diately called to the hlﬂ'orv of Egypt, not
only becaule 1t was one of the mofl antient
feats of Learning, but becaufe it is gene-

rally acknowledged, that from thence,
Grezce recewed its Gods and fyftems of
Religion, :md that from them, the Ro-
mans received theirs. Being among the
firft places, if not the very firft, where Re-
hgion had any thing like a public efta-
blithment, and where Learning began to
- Hourifh, Strangers, enticed by the fame it
had acquired for it’s improvements in fci-
ence and Religion, reforted to it from al-
moft all countries, and never failed to
carry home to their own, the knowledge of

both, as the moft valuable prefent they
could 1mport,

Aftronomy was, from a variety of caufes
which might be mentioned, among the
firft Sciences, to the ftudy of which Man-
kind feem to have applied themfelves,
The Chaldeans very carly turned their
thoughts this way, and from them the

Egy!)q
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Egyptians {cem to have received the firft
hints of 1it. And it was not longz, till,
by a-moft unhappy perverfion, it became
the fource of the grofleft {pecies of Idola-
tfy, with which Religion was afterwards
disfigured. Tor, elated with any little
difcoverics they had made in this Science,
they began to think of carrying their {pe-
culations next into Religion.

At what time the Egyptians began to
give into Idolatry, 1t 1s not eafy precifely to
detcrmine. It is certain they did fo very
early. Thus we are told, that Syplis,*
one of the Kings of Memphis, who began
to reign about A, M. 2104, indulging
himfelf in {fome of the moft fanciful {pe-
culations concerning the nature of the
univerfe in general, and of this world in
particular, and the influence which the
Sun and Moon hud upon 1t, came, at laft,

to bc perfuaded (or pretended to be {o)

% Sce Shuckford’s Con, of Sacred and Proph. Hift,
V. 1.B. s,

C 4 that
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that the Sun and Moon were fo many

Deities. He wrote a Book upon this fub-

ject, appointed them to be worthipped,
and, by the pretence he made of having
feen and converfed with the Supreme
Detty, found it no difficult matter to ob-
trude his own whims upon an ignorant
and credulous people. The gran&cur of
the appearance of thofe heavenly bodies,
and an obfervation of their various phano-
mena, motions, courfes and influence, could
not fail to infpire them with the highett
fentiments of their glory and excellence.
From an admiration of them, thus bred in
their minds, the tranfition to Idolatry, or
an adoration of them was very eafy.* And

* Diodorus Siculus, fpeaking of the Egyptians,
tells us, that the firt men, lcoking up to the world
above them, and terrified and firuck with admira-
tion at the nature of the univerfe, fuppofed the Sun
and Moon to be the principal and eternal Gods, This
quotation from Diod. Sicul. T give upon the cre-
dit of Dr. Warburton, Div. Legat, &c. v. 1. p. 437,
who, very probably, had accefs to the original, which
I have not at prefent,
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if we confider the ignorance of thefe
early times, that the human mind had yet
received but little culture from {cience,
and that their fituation did not allow
mankind to beftow much time upon it;
nay, if we confider how difficult it 1s to
look up to an 1invifible God, and to per-
form a purely {piritual worthip to him,
and the ftrong propenfity which, from
thence, mankind have always difcovered
to worthip God under fome vifible Schechz-
nab, or {ymbol of his prefence, we fhall
find reafon to make allowances for this in-

ftance of religious error.

Idolatry did not, at once, affume that
monftrous form, in which 1t afterwards
appeared. The progrefs to it was gradual.
One corruption paved the way for ano-

ther,

Happy, no doubt, as they imagined, in
thofe inventions or difcoveries they had
already made, mankind, led away by a
pride of underftanding, and an humour of

{pecu-
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{peculation,- affumed, in procefs of time,
into their apotheofis, or the number of
thetr Gods, fome of the moft illuftrieus
of their anceftors, who had, by their he-
roic behaviour and good fervices, deferved
vell of their couutry, and now began to
be thought upon with a kind of enthufiaf-
tic gratitude. To a deification of fuch
they might be ftrongly prompted, from a
conceit they entertained (and very probably
it might be infufed into their minds by
fome hero who was himfelf a candidate for
thofe honours) that, immediately after
their death, their fouls removed to fome
of thofe luminous bodies they faw moving,
in fuch awful majefty, over their heads,*
and that, as the minifters of the Supreme
Deity, or mediators betwixt him and them,

they might be highly ferviceable to them.

They did not long reft here. Mankind,
once become vain, knew not where to

¥ Plut, de Iide & Ofiride.

ftop,
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ftop, but indulged themfelves in all man-
ner of fooleries. Having once deviated
frem the truth, nothing is more difficult
than to return to it. Involved, as it were,
1 a labyrinth, the more they endeavour
to extricate, they but the more bewilder

themfelves in it. So it huppcned in the
cale before us.

Having once taken it into their heads, to
detfy fome of the heavenly luminaries,
and of their departed heroes, they {oon
came to intreduce into their worfhip cer-
tain {ymbolical reprefentations of them,
by confecrating to them creatures, in
whom they difcerned a fanciful likenefs or
refemblance of fome of their perfections.
And before thefe animals, or the images
of them, they performed their worthip,
when the original was removed from their
fight : This muft have been the cafe, as to
the Sun in the night, and the Moon and
otars in the day time. Hence that tribe of
facred animals, viz. the Serpent, the Beetle,

the
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the Wollf, the Crocodile, &c. § for which the
Egyptians had fuch an high veneration.

Not only did they make ufe of f:éh

reprefentations, or images, as helps to

their devotion, by making them fo many
remembrancers of their refpective divini-
tie;, they had alfo a conceit, that, by
certain incantations or forms of confecra-
tion, the influences of the feveral intelli-
gences were charmed down to their
images, that they were no longer to be
confidered as uninformed idols, and there-
fore, that huving the virtues of thofe in-
telligences or infcrior deities infufed into
them, any worthip performed before them,
would be equally acceptable, as if per-
formed before the planets themfelves,
which were their immediate Sacella or

Temples. §§

§ Dr. Shaw’s Travels, fol. edit. p. 392.
§§ Sce Shuckford’s and Pridcaux’s Conned. pafl,

This
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This account of the rife and progrefs of
Idolatry, appears not only natural, but is
allo favoured by the writings of antiquity,
fo far as they can be traced. Amidft the
obfeurity which envelops thofe early ages,
error or miftake are not to be avoided.
It is hoped, however, that in the above
account, there is none which 1s material.
From the hints upon this fubje, con-
veyed to us from early writers, there is
{cope afforded for abundance of conjetture.
Nor has this been wanting. The defign
of this effay does not require, yea, 1t
would be a digreflion from it fo much as
to attempt, a minute difcuffion of each of
thefe, or even the moft remarkable of
them. But there have, of late, been

fome refle®ions thrown out upon this
fubje, by an author of diftinguifhed
charaer in the republic of letters, too
remarkable 1n themfelves, and too 1mpor-
tant in their confequences, not to be taken
notice of. The particular confideration
of them, would make this digreflion too

fong,
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long, or fwell a note too much, and there.
fore I have thrown it into the Appen-
dix.*®

To return: So far as we have traced the

cerruption of Religion in thofe early pe-
riods, it might have been owing to the {pe-
culation of the learned or the policy of the
ambitious. It was afterwards greatly pro-
moted by the Poets, who, upon the ground
work with which they were furnithed by
thofe who went before them, did not fail,

by the help of their inventive Imagination,to
rear the fabrick of Pagan fuperftition to that
cnormous {ize which has made it to be gazed
upon with wonder by all fucceeding ages.

But what was their particular connexion
with Religion? Whence their influence {o

great In every thing related to it? Why

they were the Divines | of thofe carly ages,
and as fuch employed to fing the praifes of

their

¥ Sce Appendix, No. 2. p. s02.
)| Stiveftres homines facer interprefque deorum

Credibus & vitu feedo, deterruit Orpheus,
———————— fuit hac fapicntia quondam
Concus
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their Gods, and inflru@ the people in Reli-
gion. In the praifes of their Gods, ample
{cope was afforded to their poetic fancies.
Under pretence that the {ubject was too {ub-
lime to be treated in a plain and common
ftyle, their compofitions (which were zene-
rally in verfe} were enriched with all the
ornmaments and tmagery that could ferve to
exalt their Ideas of the Gods, or give beau-
ty and grandeur to the defcriptions of their
charatters: And thus, in procefs of time,
their Divinity became converted into a per-
fect Mythology, and the hiftory they meant

to convey down to after ages, is loft in
Fable.

The Religion of thofe early times, as de-
fcribed by their antient Bards, who them-
{elves left no writings behind them, may be
beft learned fiom the Greek and Roman

Concubitu prohibere vazo; dare jura maritis ;
Oppida moliri ; leges incidere ligno.

Sic honor & nomen divinis vatibus atque
Carminibus venit,

Hogr. de Art. Poct.

Poets,
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Poets, fome of whom, as particularly Or-
pbem, travelled into Egypt, for inftruction
in the more fublime parts of Learning, and
was the firft who introduced thofe religious
rites into Greece, whichafterwardsobtained
1n 1t |

However much the firft Poets might,
from the licence of their defcriptions, have
contributed to the corruption of Religion,
yet, when afterwards the character of the
Prieft and Poct became feparated, no fuch
freedoms were taken with it by the latter.

When Religion had once gained a pub-
lic eftablithment, thofe who wrote on this
fubject, muft have taken care to do 1t juftice
in the accounts or reprefentations they gave
of it. 'To have done otherwife, would
have been not only difrefpectful to Religion
and the State, but alfo highly dangerous to
themfelves. Ience therefore we may depend
upon the writings of the Greek and Roman
Poets for the moft authentic account of the
popular Religion of antient times. T hey

were
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which they convey down to us. It was
far more antient than they, the production
of former ages. They took and tran{mit-
ted it as they found it, and this it was
which made them fuch favourites with the
people, while others, who dared to fpeak

too freely of the received Theology, fell
facrifices to their refentment.

Would we, then, form a judgment of
the Religion of thofe early times, let us con-
{ult fuch of their writings as have come

down to us, and what a fhocking picture do
" they exhibit of it?

The Reader cannot expet that I fhould
prefent him with a large and minute detail
of the feveral particulars relating to Reli-
gion, from which he is to form his opi-
nion of it. Of thefe there 1s fo great a va-
riety, that even the moft curfory account
I could give of them, would fivell this
Effay to an immoderate fize. [ muft therc-

fore fatisfy myfelf, with little more than the
Vor. I, D bare
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hare mention of the topicks upon which
the Reader might defire information, and
refer him to the writings themfelves for

receiving it,

Let him then confider how great was the
number of their Gods ; that celeftial, terre-
ftrial, {fylvan, marine, &c. There were even as
carly as Hefiod’s days, no lefs than thirty
thoufand. Let him confider, that they ca-
nonized, and built temples and fhrines for
{ome of the meancft animals, and even de-
{cended fo low as to confecrate and pay a
religious regard to fome of the productions
of the vegetable kingdom, for which the
Poet juftly burlefques them, with all the
poignancy of fatire, in thefe well known

lines :

Quis nefeit, Volufi Bithynice, qualia demens
Esyptus portenta colat ! Crocodilon adorat
Pars haec; illa pavit faturain ferpentibus ibim,
Illic ceruleos, hic pifcem fluminis, illic
Oppida tota canem vencrantur, nemo Dianam.
Porrum & czpe nefas violare & pangere morfu,

O fan&las gentes quibus hac nalcuntur in hortis
!
Numina ! Juven, Sat. 15.

Let
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Let him confider the account given by Ho-
mer and other Poets (and for which fome
of the moft famed fages of antquity, parti-
cularly Plato, Ciccro and Plutarch blame
them §) of the wars, battles, wounds, mur-
ders, thefts, adulteries, incefts, &c. of
their Gods: Let him confider the facrifices
of difterent kinds, fome even human, of-
fered to render their Gods propitious ; the
various, abfurd rites that attended the oh-
lation of them, and the {everal orders of
" Priefts who prefided in thofe Services: Let
him confider their oracles, the forms of
confulting them, and the parade, artifice
and ambiguity with which the refpon{es
were given ; their Auguries, and the end-
lefs fuperflition with which’ they were ta-
ken; their fhews of Gladiators and fcenical
Entertainments, which were, at firft, intro-
duced under the notion of Religion and in
honour of their Gods. || Let him, I fay,
confider thefe, and all the other, trumpe-

§ Plato, De Repub, Lib. iii. Cicero, lib, i. Tufe.
Queft, Plut, de Hide & Ofiride,

| Valer. Maxim. lib. ii. cap. iv.
| D2 rics
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ries of their Religion, and what a ftrange

medley muft it appear of ignorance, whim,
craft, fuperftition and enthufiafm ? What a
melancholy, but juft, proof does 1t afford,
that mankind, indulging their pride of
heart in the cultivation of a vain and falfe

philofophy, and thus imagining themielves

to ¢ be wife, have become fools, and
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changed the clory of the incorruptible
God, into an image like to corruptible
man, and to birds and fourfooted beafts
and creeping things? || Surely vain are -
all men by nature, who ignorant of
God, and could not, out of the good
things that are fcen, know him that Is :
Necither, by confidering the works, did
they acknowledge the workmafter, but
deemed either fire or wind, or the {wift
air, or circle of the ftars, or the violent
water, or the lights of Hecaven, to be
the Gods which govern the world ; with
whofe beauty, if they, being delighted,
took them to be Gods, let them know
how much better the Lord of them 1is,

| Rom, 1. 23.
«« for
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¢ for the firft author of beauty hath created
““ them.” §

In the Theology of this period, efpecially
in the earlier ages of it, it muft he owned
there was fomething {o mnvolved, intricate
and perplexed, that it muft ever he dithicult,
if at all pofiible, to afcertain the true mean-
ing of it. Few authentic records of thefe
firft ages have come down to us, and thofe
which have, caft very little light upon
the matter. This obfcurity is, no doubt,
very much owing to the liberties which the
Poets, the firft Divines, took upon all the
fubjects of Religion which fell under their
confideration. Thefe they never failed to
drefs up in a ftyle highly figurative, pom-
pous and ornamented, to pleafe their own
fancies and entertain their admirers ; and
thus enveloped in myfiery, they have left
no key by which we may be enabled tq
fome at the truc Iheuning of them.

~§ Wifdom xiii. 1, 2, 2.
D3 It
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It would be doing injuftice to the more
knowing and intelligent among them, to
imazine they belicved all the grofs ftories
that are recorded of their Gods. Some of
them, no doubt, are to be confidered as
moral fables, others, as metaphorical
defcriptions of events removed far back
into antiguity: But Iam far from being
{atisfied that fome parts of them, even thofe
which to us appear very grofs, were not
anderftood in their literal fente, or that their
fentiments concerning the Deity were at
leaft during the hrit ages of this period, {o
juft and rational as fome of their admirers
are apt, in compliment to them, to allege.

The period under confideration, that 1n
which Religion remained under the direc-
tion of the Pagan Priefthood, was very
long and included many ages. The ex-
tremes were very diftant, and, of confe-
quence, the ftate of Religion in them, could
not but be very difterent.

In
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In the progrefs of Science and Philo-
fophy, it is probable, their notions of Reli-
gion would greatly improve, and the men
of learning and education amon g them come
to fettle in the belief of one fupreme Numen
or Deity. Nay, it is certain they did fo
pretty early. Itis true, fome of their Lite-
rati, as well as others, were wont, accord-
ing to the mode of the times in which they
fived, to {peak of the fupreme Deity under
a variety of titles. This, either by not
rightly underftanding or not attending to
the diale@® then in ufe, has led fome of
their readers to conclude that they {till be-
tieved in a plurality of independent Deities ;
whereas all they intended was no more,
than by thefe different names, to exprefs
the feveral Chara@ers under which they
confidered the chief Deity. ||  What other
Gods theyacknowledged, they alwayslooked
on as {ubordinate to this, as his Minifters

to whom he committed the Government

D 4 and

| Sce SExeca de Benefic. Lib, iv. cap. vil, and viii,
Seneca feems to have been of thelk fentiments, when he
fays,
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and Tutelage of certain Kingdoms, Cities,
&c. under his own adminiftration as {u-
preme.

Such as above reprefented, f{eems to

have been the, creed of the moft learned
men of the heathen world, upon this fun-

fays, ¢ Quotics velis, tibi licet aliter hunc audtorem
rerum noftrarum compellare, Et Jovem illum opti-
mum & maximum rite dices, & tonantem, & ftatorem;
qui non (ut Hiftc .ci tradiderunt) cx co, quod poft vo-
tum fufceptum, acies Romanorum fugientium ftetity
fed quod ftant beneficio ejus omnia, ftator, {tabilitorque
eft: Hunc ecundem & fatum fi dixeris, non mentieris,
nam cum fatum nihil aliud cft; quam ferics implexa
caufarum, ille eft prima omnium caufa, ex qua cetere
pendent, Quecunque voles lli nomina proprie apta-
bis, vim aliquam, affe@umque ccleftium rerum conti-
nentia. Tot appellationes cjus poffunt efle, quot mu-
nera. Hunc & Liberum Patrem, & Herculem, & Mercu-
yium noftri putant.  Liberum patrem, quia omnium pa-
rens oft.  Herculem, quia vis ejus invicta fit.  Mercu-
rium, quia ratio pencs illum eft, numcrufque & ordo,
& fcientia. Quocunque te flexeris, ibt illum videbis
occurentem tibi.  Nihil ab illo vacat: Opus fuum ipfe
implet.

See alfo to the fame purpofe, Plut. de Ifide & Ofiride,

damental
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damental article of Religion. Dut cone
fidering how many ages had elapfed, before

the perfons wrote, to whom we are obliged
for this information, the religious fenti-
ments of thofe more early times muft {till
remain doubtful, from any thing that can
he inferred from them. From the {enti-
ments of more improved and polifhed ages,
we can draw no certain conclufion with
refpect to thofc of others, rude and uncul-
tivated, and which were removed at a great
diftance from them.

1 know that Plutarch, who was himfelf

a Prictt of the Delian Apollo, and might
therefore be fuppofed to be no bad 1nter-
pretcr of what was obfcure in the theology
of thofe antient times, is at no {mall pains
to perfuade us 1nto a more favourable opi-
nion of the facrcd rites, ufages, and doc-
trines of this early period, by teiling us,
that if any thing appears abfurd in them,
it proceeds from 1gnorance of the true
meaning of them; and that, rightly under-
ftood, they will be found to contain, In
fome
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fome cafts, a moft (ublime morality under

the veil of allegor;, and in others, an al-
lufion to the hiftory and natural philofophy
of remote ages.§ Longinus alfo offers an

apology for the antient theology. He
obferves that Homer, in the account he

gives of the Ttojan war, exaits his heroes,
if 1t is to be underftood hiterally, into
Gods, and degiades his Gods into men.
But, to fave Homer from the imputation
of fo grofs an impropriety, he, at the
{ame time, obferves, that {fuch bold repre-
fentations, if not allegorically underftood,
would be downright blaiphemy and ex-
travagant]y fhoc,meT 1+ But what do all
thefe apologies amount to? To no more
than this, that they who made them, had a
high veneration for antiquity and it's fages,
and that, rather than their chara&er thould
lie under the flur, which fome, of later
ages, had thrown upon them, they were

§ Plut. de Ifide & Ofiride. 4 Longin, § o.

glad
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olad to put the beft face upon the matter
poffible, and fay all they could for them.

But fhould we make as great allow-
ances for the Literati of thofe early ages,
as their moft zealous partifans could defire
(and perhaps thefe are more than needed

to be made, when we refle, that fome of
them feem to have been great admirers
and very keen fupporters of the doCirine
of Polytheifm taught among them, and of
the train of fuperflitions,§ which, proba-

bly,

§ It will not, perhaps, be unacceptable to the
Reader, to mention fome of the moft firiking inftances
of the fupeiftition of ancient times. I beg leave, there-
fore, to lay before him a few collecled to our hand
by David Hume, Efy; V.11 p 46q. 2nd I hope they
will appear direftly to the purpofe for which they are
quoted, Mr. Hume informs us, that Xenophon, that
great Captain and Philofopher, and that Difciple of So-
crates, did, by the advice of Socrates, confult the oracle
of Delpht, before he would engage in the expedition of
Cyrus; that he and the whole army regarded {neezing
as a very lucky omen ; that the Grecks fuftering from a
cold North wind, facrificed to it, and that {according

to Xenophon) it immediately abated; that he con-
fulted
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bly, took their rife from them) what
fhall we fay of the rcligious creed of the
mulititude ?

fulted the facrifices in feeret, before he would form
any refolution with himfelf about fettling a colony ;
that he was himf{f a very fkilful Augur; that
he was determined by the vilims, to refufe the fole
command of the army which was offered him ; that he
mentions the place of Hercules’s defeent into Hell as
believing it, and fays the marks of it are ftill remain-
ing ; that he had almoft ftarved the army, rather
than lead it to the field againft the aufpices. That all
this devotion was not a farce, in order to ferve a poli-
tical purpofe (Mr. Hume obferves) appears both from
the falls themfelves, and from the genius of that age, -
when little or nothing could be gained by hypocrify ;
befides, that Xcnophen was a kind of heretic in thefe
times, which no political devotee ever is.

To the above infltances of fuperftition, let me add a
few more. Thole alrcady mentioned are, it muft be
owned, pretty remarkable, but left it fhould be al-
ledged that they prove no more than that Xenophon
was highly fuperftitious, I might mention many which
can leave no doubt with refped to the (uperftitious {en-
timents of the public. Thus, we are told, the Lace-
demonians, in time of war, were wont to pray to the
Gods as carly as poffible in the morning, from this con-
ceity that if they addrefled them before their encmies
were able to do fo, they pre-engaged them in their
favour, That the Romans and others endeavoured to

keep
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multitude? At firft, the corruption in
their faith, as well as in their manners,
being gradual, they might, perhaps, con-

fider the defcriptions given of their Gods
as merely picturefque, or, as {o many

finely vtrrought up poetical allegories, or,

in the fame light, and with the fame al-
lowances, we do an epic poem: But thera
are many things which force us to
conclude that, what at firt they looked
upon as fable, they at laft belicved to be

keep the mames of their tutelary deities a profound fe-
cret, left their enemies, becoming acquainted with
them, fhould, by certain relirious ceremonies, and
particularly, by what they called, Evscatsry Sacrifices,
draw them over to efpoufe their intereft and caufe,

And, upon this principle, very probably it was that
the Tyrians ated, when, during the ficge of their
city by Alexander the Great, they ordered the flatue of
Hercules to be fecured by a chain, that their enemies
might gain no advantage over them, by charming away
their tutelar Grod from them,

Sec many more remarkable inftances of fuperflition,

rclating to omens, dreams, prodigies, miracles, &c.

Valer, Max. Lib. 1. cap. 4, 5, 6, 7, 8.

real,
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real, and that the fabulous genealogy of
the Gods, their amours, their ridiculous
feats, and even their vices, conftituted a

part of the public crecd.

Of this it is eafy to bring more than
an abundant proof. Had not this been
the cafe, why fhould Anaxagoras have been
treated in the manner he was? He taught
that the Sun was no more than a burning
mafs of matter, that the Moon was of it-
felf an opaque body, and that the ftars
werc of a matter fimilar to our earth.

And he was pronounced impious, fined,
banithed. For what? Where was the
crime in all this? Why thus feverely
treated ? It was becaufe his fentiments
upon thofe {ubjects, ftood in oppofition to
fuch as were generally received, and feemed
to degride into the rank of creatures,
Beings which were cftcemned and  wor-
{hipped as Gods. Had 1t been the vulgar
only who condemned him for thefe tenets,
it fhould not {urprize us; but who does

not
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not regret to find even Plato himfelf
oravely cenfuring them?* When their
zeal for Religion flamed, in this violent
manner againit Anaxagoras, it may per-
haps to fome appear furprizing, how
Ariftophanes came to efcape the rage of it,
for an incomparably more difrefpeétful re-
prefentation of the Gods. But their won-
der will immediately ceafe when they are
informed, that, ludicrous as the light was,
in which the comic poet reprefented their
Gods, when he reprefented them upon the

public theatre, 1t was the light in which
the people were wont to confider them,
and therefore he was never fo much as
fufpected of any profane defign of expofing
them. What we have inferred from the
oppofite treatment of Anaxagoras and Ari-
ftophanes, Lucian has put beyond all doubt,
by expreflly affuring us, ‘that whoever
ventured but to cxprefs fo much as a

doubt with refpect to any of the fables of

¥ Plato de Repub, Lib, 1o,

the
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the Pagan theology, however abfurd and
ridiculous in themielves, did it at the ha-
zard of being confidered and treated by the
people, as impious, and an enemy to Reli-
gion and the Gods.

|

But our opinion docs not reft folely
upon the conclufions or teftimony imme-

diately referred to. It 1s alfo fupported
by the fairelt dedu&ions from feveral parts
of their religious practice. This, {o far
as we are acquainted with it, exaltly cor-
refponds to the religious belict we have af-

cribed to them, and was {uch as might be
naturally expected from 1.

It is next to a maxim in Religion, that
the worthip, homage and fervice paid to
the Deity, will always be of a piece with
the notions which are cntertained of him,
and therefore if we find the people, in
thefe early ages now under confideration,
engaged, not only In fome of the depart-
ments of civil life, but alfo in fome of the
moft folemn parts of their worfhip, 1n

{cenes
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{cenes of the moft infamous and abandoned
debauchery, even fuch as were a reproach
to human nature, and to any other but the
Gods they worfhipped, what are we forced
to conclude {rom thence? Is it not, that
the accounts which they had early re-
ceived and believed of their Gods, had
reconciled them to fuch practices; and
that reafon, if not corrupted in this man-
ner, would not have failed to revolt againit
them?

That this may not be confidered as
merely a vague declamation; a heavy

charge, without any evidence to {uppért

it, 1t will be neceflary to enter a little into
a detail of fadts.

L 3

How thocking were the religious rites,
which accompanied the worthip of Baa/?
Were they not the plain indications of
madnefs and phrenzy, or at leaflt of the
moft abfurd fuperftition, in thofe who

Vor. I. E joined
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joined in them?§ Still more fhocking were
the oblations made to Moloch, the very
thought of which is enough to make
human nature fhudder.4+ Who does not
blufh to hear of the thameful proftitutions
practifed in hohour of certain deitics ¢ *
What fcandalous, obfcene practices were
carricd on at fome of the public games?
Such as, mmpudent as the people were
become, they blufhed at, and would not
venture to perform in the prefence of a
Porcius Cato.§ What fcenes of the mofit
abominable vice, did their Eleufinian,
Bacchanalian, and other myfteries, af /aft,
become? I fay, at laft, for i1t 1s but fair
to acknowledge, that at firft, the inftitu-

§ 1 Kings 18. 26. 28.

t Pl 106, 37, 38. Jerem, 7. 31 and 39.5. Ezek,
23- 37

* Valer. Maxim. Lib. 2, cap. 10. § 8. in Lud.
Floral

§ Valer. Maxim, Lib, 2. cap. 10. § 8. in Lud.
Floral.

tion
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tion of them feems to have been intended
for promoting the purpofes of Religion,
and particularly, fentiments of the Deity
and of a future ftate, unadulterated with
the corrupt mixtures and fables, with
which the popular theolozy of thofe times
abounded.4 But though this much muft
be owned in honour of the fir®t inttitution
of the Myfteries, yet certain it i, that
according to the plan laid down, and
rigidly adhered to, they could be of no
extenfive ufefulnels, as the dire®ors of
them admitted but comparatively few into
them, and none, till after a long and trou-
blefome noviciate, under the moft facred
ties of fecrecy, and the penalty of Death,
if they dared to violate them. And in
procefs of time, the original defign of their
inftitution being forgotten, they were prof-
tituted to the vileft purpofes, and became
the moft infamous means of corrupting
the manners of the people. T Nay to

+ Warburton’s Div, Leaat, &c. V. 1. book 2.
f Liv. Hift. Lib. 39. cap. 8. 1.

E 2 fuch.

i
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fuch an extravagant height was debauchery
carried at the Bacchanalia, that the fenate of
Rome found themfelves obliged to forbid
the celebration of them, by a public de-
cree. §

From thefe imperfet hints we may
judge, in fome meafure, of that kind of Di-
vinity (if it deferves the name) which ob-
tained in thofe early ages of the heathen
world ; a Divinity, not peculiar to any one
country, but, with perhaps fome little va-
riations, almoft univerfal.

We are apt to think the religious tenets,
here afcribed to the populace, in pagan
times, too abfurd and monftrous to gain
credit with any who make the leaft pre-
tenfions to reafon, and on that account,
to entertain a doubt of their having been
ever believed by them. But let it be ob-
ferved, that, if we are not upon our guard, we
thall probably form a wrong judgment upon

§ Valer. Max, lib, i, cap. i,

this
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this point. Surrounded with {o much light
ourfelves, we are ready, at firft, to be greatly
furprized at their ignorance, and the ridi-
culous {yftem of religious opinions which

we fuppofe them to have adopted. But we
do not confider, .that what makes this ap-
pear fo extraordinary to us, is our difpofi-
tion to make the advantages which we our-
{elves enjoy, not what they had, the mea-
{ure or ftandard of our judgment upon this
fubjec. Whereas, to form a juft decifion,
we fhould fuppofe ourfelves in their fitua-
tion, and without any advantage but what
they poflefled; andin thatcafe theirreligious
Faith or creed will not fo much furprize us.
How wonderful, even in this enlightened

age, are the effects of the prejudices of Edu-
cation ! Does not every one know many in-
ftances, in which they reconcile {ome, and
thefe too none of the moft weak and ignorant
in other refpets, to the belief of dotrines
as extraordinary, as any that ever gained cre-
dit under a pagan hierarchy ? and when
this 1s ‘confidered, fhould it not leflen, if
not entirely remove, our furprize at the

E 3 1gnorance
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ignorance and fuperftition of thofe carly
times, and difpofe us to maice all reafonable
allowances for them, as-we are {ure the
gractous Judge of all will’?

Such as we have now feen, was the reli-

gious creed in the period under confider-
ation. But had 1t been incomparably bet-
ter and more agreeable to truth, the difad-
vantages under which the manner of com-
municating inftruction at that time labour-

ed, muft have ncceffarily prevented its ex-
tenfive ulefulnefs.

Before the invention of writing, or any
{pecics of the graphic art, 1t is generally
agreed that religious, as well as all other

knowledge, could be conveyed down from
one gencration to another, only by tradi-
tion.

The uncertainty, and many other incon-
veniencics to which this method was {ub-
je€ted, would necefiarily oblige mankind to
devife fome other, better adapted to the ends

of
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of communicating and preferving their
knowledee.

Writing, or the art of communicating
one’s {entiments by the means of certain
marks, afterwards called Lezters, muft have

undergone {everal improvements, before it
could arrive at any tolerable degree of
perfection.  And therefore it is highly
probable, that the firft method which
would occur of communicating one’s
thoughts, except by founds or words, would
be by picures, or fymbolical reprefentations
of the different objecs which engaced at-
tention ; and that, not only becaule the
fimpleft, but alfo a kind of vifible reprefen-
tation of them; and hence, very probably,
1t 15, that this {pecies of writing being firfk
employed upon the fubjedt of Religion,
Porph:,rry calls it, Teyrfia wndeiunz g

)
P.if.l.ﬂﬁ'il'

In this manner, we are pretty certain, the
Egyptians preferved their religious know-

ledge ; for a very learned and judious author
L 4 oblerves
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obferves from Kircher (who beftowed more
than ordinary pains upon this {fubject) that,
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to {ymbolical or hieroglyphic writing,
the; cemmitted fuch things as regarded
the bcing and attributes of their Gods,
the facrifices and adorations that were
to be offered to them, the concatenation
of the different clafles of beings, the
do&rine of the elements, and of the guod
and bad demons that were imagined to
influence and dire&t them. Thefe again
were reprefented by fuch particular ani-
mals, plants, inftruments, &ec. as they
{uppofed, or had actually found by a long
courfeof obfervations, to be emblematical
of, or to bear fome typical or phyfical
relation to them.  Every portion, there-
fore, of this facred writing, may be pre-

¢ fumed to carry along with 1t, fome
‘¢ points of doftrine, relating to the Theo-

44

logy or Phyfics of the Egyptians.” §

~ Agreeably to this, we are informed, that
their Pillars or Obelifks, which may be

§ Dr. SHAW’s Travels, &c. folio edit. p. 301.

COll=
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confidered as the firft repofitories of their
facred writing, were infcribed with 2 mul-
titude of animals of different kinds, birds,
fithes, &c. than which nothing could be
more natural, in thofe early and rude times,
after theic things became adopted into their
Religion, as {ymbolical expreffions of cer-
tain Theological Do¢trines. Of this kind
were probably the famous Pillars of the firfk
Hermes. Upon thefe he is faid to have
inferibed  his Learning in Hieroglyphic
Charaers; and the {fecond Hermes, com-
monly called Trifmegiftus, 1s faid to have

tranflated it, if I may in the prefent cafe,
ufe the Phrafe, into the vulgar Charatter.
Thefe columns were extant in the times of
Pythagoras and Plato, and from them they
are {uppofed to have borrowed a good deal
of that learning for which they were after-
wards {0 juftly celebrated,

I know that Hieroglyphicks were, ac-
cording to Kircher and fome others, a kind
of facred Chara&er, originally intended to
conceal, rather than communicate their

religious
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religious tenets, and thus preferve them
a profound and 1mpenctrable fecret from all
to whom they did not chufe to reveal them.
But it is far from being certain that this
was the primary defign of them ; itis more
probable, that ’this opinion did only obtain,
when, after this {pecies of writing had fallen
into difufe, it became dithcult, for want of
a proper key, to decypher it. ‘Then per-
haps fome conceited fcholjaft, to divert that
reproach from falling upon him which his
1ignorance deferved, devifed this apology for
it, that fuch kind of writing was originally
mtended, by the college of Priefts, as a
myftical veil to religious truths, and there-
fore that none but {fuch as they chofe, were
let into the true meaning of it. §.

If there was a Character, Hieroglyphic,

Symbolical or other, invented to tranfmit

§ The Reader, who would incline to fee more upon
the Subject of Hieroglyphic Writing, the different kinds
of it, and the purpofes to which they were applied, may
have his curiofity gratified by confulting Dr, Warbur-

ton’s Div, Legat, of Mofes. Vol. II. B. iv. §. iv.

the
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the knowledge of religious myfterics to
thofe who were initiated into them, and
yet conceal it from the vulgar eyc, it
muft have been the invention of {ome
after or later period, when the refine-
ments, or rather corruptions in religion,
became too many to be laid open to all,

and fuch as could with fafety be com-
municated to none, but thofe who, by a
proper difcipline and long noviciate, were

initiated 1into it’s myfteries, and even to
thofe under the bond of inviolable {ecrefy.

On all thefe accounts 1t 1s humbly 1magi-
ned, that the original defign of Hicrogly-
phie, Picture, or Symbolical Writing, muft
have been the communication of rehigious
knowledge, and the very name (which figni-
fies facred fculptures or engravings) makes
this fully as probable as the contrary.

But however natural this method of
conveying knowledge might have been,
and however preferable to tradition, yet
{till it muft be owned to have been but a
very imperfect cne, by all who have read

or
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or heard any thing of the Hieroglyphic
defcriptions of the Antients. Let me ad-
duce a few inftances, and then the Reader
may judge for himfelf, We are told,
that the head of a woman, joined to the
body of a lion, which was called a Sphinx,
was the emblem of ftrength and prudence
united; that, when f{uch figures were
placed near the Nife, they fignified that the
inundation would take place while the

fun pafled through the figns of Les and
Virgo, but, when they ornamented the gates
of their temples, then they were intended
to intimate, that the Theolgy taught and
reprefented within, was involved in types
and myfteries: § That by the figures of
an Infant, an old Man, a Hawk, a Fifh
and after thefe, of an Hippopotamus or Sea-
Horfe, 1s conveyed to us this moral fen-
tence : ““ O! ye thatare born and that die,
God hateth impudence: || That a ftatue,
without hands and with clofe eyes was the

§ Dr. Shaw’s Travels, p. 399.
| Plut, de Ifide & Cfiride,

proper
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proper emblem of a Judge, who ought ever
to be on. his guard againt being corrupted
either by briberyor the arts of addrefs: That
a Serpent placed by the Image of Minerva,
and a Snai/ by that of Venus at Elis, were
intended to fignify that Maids nceded a
cuard, and that filence and keeping at home
became married Women,

Who can confider thefe inftances as a
fpecimen of the Hieroglyphic manner of
writing, and not own that any interpreta-
tion that can be given of it now, mutt
be entirely conjectural ; nay and that even
while this manner was in ufe, any explica-
tion offered muft have been very uncertain,
there being fo much f{cope for imagination
and fancy ! But we need not reft our opi-
nion of the imperfetion of fymbolical re-
prefentation, confidered as a mean of com-
municating religious knowledge, upon con-
jecture alone:  We have a clear proot of
it, in the different {entiments, which not
only the moderns, but the antient Egyp-

tians, Greeks and Romans themfelves, en-
tertained
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tertained concerning the genuine fenfe and
true intcrpretation of it ; while yet none of

them have offered any thing, which, to an
unprejudiced enquirer, can appear decifive,

Religion being thus, in fome of the moft
early periods, corrupted by the policy of
the flate, the fuperftition of the Priefthood,
and by the fables and allegories of the
Poets, no wonder that the improvements
in {cience, which were made in after ages,
{hould beget a difguft of the ridiculous
fooleries which had been introduced into
Religion, and {ct {fome upon attempting a
reformation in the fyftems of their reli-
gious faith, by offering others, in place
of them, morce rational and confiftent,

This was the profefled defign of thofe
Philofophers, who fprung up in a long
fucceflion, and cmployed their pens upon

moral fubje&ts. And to difcover how far

they have fucceeded in this, will be the
obje&t of our enquiry in the following
Section,

SECTION
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SECTION IIL

Of the aud derrved to Religion from the dog-
mata of Philofopbers, and their mannc

of mculcating them.

HERE 1s fcarce any {ubject upon

which the moderns have differed
more in their {entiments, than with refpect
to the merit of the Philofophic writing of
the ancients.

Some, fired with an enthufiaftic zeal
think they can never enough extol them;
while others, prejudiced againft them,
{fpare no pains to run them down. But
in this, as in moft other cafes, we may ex-
pect to find the truth in the mean betwixt
thofe extremes.

When Learnin o begantorevive, after hav-
ing long lain buried in ignorance and bar-

barilmn,
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barifm, a tafte for the writings of the an-
cients revived with i1t, And no wonder:
Becaufe, had they been poffefled of much
lefs merit than muft be allowed them,
they werc then almoft the only writings,
from which ope who had a paffion for let-

ters, could find either entertainment or im-
provement.

When the profeffion of infidelity became
fathionable among thofe, who affumed to

themfelves the title of Free-thinkers, by
way of honourable diftinction, we find ap-

peals frequently made to thofe writings,
as a {pecimen what Reafon, under proper
culture, could do 1n the {cience of morals;
and as a boafted proof of the little need we
have of an external Revelation.  And thus,
laying afide Revelation, the patrons of In-
fidelity exalted Reafon into a perfet guide
to virtue and happinefs. |

The friends of Revelation run into the
oppofite extreme. Without making- any

allowance for the difadvantages which the
authors
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authors of thofe writings laboured under,
they, with a pleafure not to be juftified,

expofed the crrors and foibles they found
in them, and run them down in the lump.

He who would form an impartial judg-
ment of thofe writings, muft look into
them himfelf; and if he examines them
with candor, he will probably find reafon
to conclude, they are neither deferving of the
high degree of praife beftowed upon them by
the one, nor of the cenfure, with which they
are loaded by the other, and will entertain
fentiments very different from both, con-
cerning them, or at leaft, many things
which they contain.

He muft be little acquainted with thofe
writings, or do them great 1njuftice, who
will not own, that the difcoveries and im-
provenients in {cience, with which they
abound, are confiderable. Nay, confider-
ing the fmall progrels which learning
had made, when fome of their authors

began to write, and the great expence
Vor. I, I both
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hoth of labour and time, at which know-
ledge was then to be acquired, he muit
own they are indeed wonderful, and enti-
tled to no fmall thare of merit,

Upon {ubjects of the higheft importance,
many of thefe ancient writers think with
great juftnefs, write with much precifion,
argue with wonderful energy, and, upon
the whole, difcover a refined tafte and true
eloquence. In all thefe refpects, it may be
aflerted, that not a few of them are proper
models for the imitation of after times.
But how far they are to be followed as
muides, or only confulted as helps in Re-
ligion, is what we are now to enquire into.
Let the candid Reader judge from what
follows under this Section.

There are, it muft be owned, certain
principles which are eflential to Religion,
upon which the whole fuperftructure of 1t
ought to be raifed, and with which it
muft cither ftand or fall. Of this fort are

thofe, which refpe@ the Being, Character,

1]
A

Provi-
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Providence and Worthip of the Deity, the
hature of that fervice we owe, and that ac-
count we muft render to him. Take thefe
away, and Religion remains a mere ideal
thing: Or let the account given of thefe
be unjuft, and Religion degenerates into
fuperitition or enthufiafm, and puts on 2

thoufand wild fantaftic forms.

To enable the Reader to judge of the
merit of thefe writings, now under confi-
deration, in point of religious direction, it
will be neceflary to lay before him, ina
pretty full induction of particulars, what

can be colle&ed from them upon thefe fe-
veral fubjedts,

The belief of the being of a God lies at
the foundation of all Religion, and 15 a
truth, in which, if in any, it might be
thought Philofophers would have united
4s 2 common principle, and on which they
would have built every other moral truth,
as on an immoveable foundation, But
has this been the cafe? Far otherwife.

[ 2 Somne
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Some there were who doubted of the exift-
¢énce of a Deity:§ Some, who flatly de-
nied it:4 Not a few who affirmed the
exiftence of two Independent Principles ;
the one, the caufe of all good, the other,
the caufe of all evil in the world.|| And
if we may credit fome of the writers of
antiquity, the number of Gods, who were
acknowledged and worfhipped as early as
Hefiod’s time, amounted, at leaft, to thirty
thoufand. We muft not however 1ma-
gine, that they were all confidered as on
an equal footing. We have thewn alrcady
in the former Setion, that the more know-
ing, even in the moft early ages, believed
but in one {upreme Deity; at leaft, the moft
of them feem to have done fo: The reft
of the Gods were confidered as fubordinate,

§ Valer. Maxim, lib. 1. cap. 1. Cicer, de Nat,
Deor. lib. 1. §. 1.

t+ Plut. de Placitis Philof. cap, 7. Cic,de¢'Nat, Dee,
lib. 1, §. 1.

} Plut, de Iide & Ofiride,

oCne-
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generated, or created.®* The more noble
parts of the mundane fyftem, fuch as the
dun, Moon, &c. were believed to be anj-
mated, and were adored as {o many dei-
ties: They had alfo their Demons and
Genii, beings of an order far fuperior to
men, but inferior to the celeftial Deities. -
Thefe fubordinate Deities fome believed
to be immortal, but others maintained,
that at certain periodical conflagrations
(which they made to revolve in the {pace
of about twenty-five thoufand years, and
which is by fome called the Platonic year)
thefe, as well as every other fpecies of
being, would be abforbed into the one felf-
exiftent Deity, and re-created out of his
eriginal fubftance. ||

When we come to confult the WrItings
of the Plnlofophcrs with refpe& to the

* Plut. de Repugnant, Stoicorum, Herodot, b, 2,

t Plut. de Placitis Philof. cap. 8.

| Plut. de Repugnant, Stoicorum.  Arrian. in Epic-

ety lib, 3 . €ap. 12,
F 2 cha-
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character of the Deity, we find the greateft
divertity and inconfiftency imaginable, in
their fentiments concerning 1t.

Anaxagoras, and a few who followed

him, confidered the Deity as a pure mind,
and acknowledged him both as the Creator
and Governor of the world.

Some reprefented the Deity under the
notion of the 1 na, or, the Univerfe.§ And
yet what can be conceived more abfurd
than fuch a conceit, and if traced through
all its confequences, what can be more

§ Epi&tetus calls the foul, 4i®- pys. M. Anto-
ninus calls it, B. 12, §. 26, an efflux from God; B. 5.
§. 27. ¢ The divinity within, which Jupiter had taken
from himfclf.” And to the fame purpofe, paflim,

Sencca, Epift. g2, writes to this purpofe: ¢ Quid
eft autem, cur non exiftimes in eo divini aliquid cx-
ifterc qui Dei pars eft ! Totum hoc, quo continemur,

et unum cft, et Deus : Et focii ejus fumus & membra,

Hozace calls the {oul, Divine particulam aure. |

hurtful



[ 78 ]
hurtful to the intercfts of Religion? Nay,
is it not abfolutely fubverfive of them? §

Something akin to this, is the dogma
concerning the Anima Mundi. Accordin g

to this, God is reprefented as a vital prin-
ciple, by which this corporeal {yftem, con-
fidered as an organized body, is animated
and actuated,.

§ Nothing can be more fevere, and at the fame time
more juft, than the manuer in which Cicero cxpofes the
abfurdity of this notion, ¢ Terra (fays he) quoniam
‘“ pars mundi cft, pars cft etiam Dei.  Atqui terrm
“ maximas regiones inhabitabiles & incultas videmus,
““ quod pars earum appulfu folis exarferit, pars obri-
““ gueric nive pruinaque, longinquo folis abfeeffir.
“ Quee, {t Mundus eft Deus, quoniam partes mundi funt,
“ Dei membra partim ardentia, partim refrigerata di.
“ cende {unt.”

“ Pythagoras, qui cenfuit, animum cfle per natu-
ram rerum omnium intentum & commeanten, cx
‘“ quo noftrn animi carperentur, non vidit ditradione
““ humancrum animorum difeerpi & lacerari Deun -

14

“ Et cum miferi animi effent, quod plerifque conti-

“ genity tum Dei partem cfle miferam ; quod ficri non
¢ potcit,”

Cicero de Nat, Deor. Lib, 1. $. 10,

F 4 Who



[ 72 ]

Who was the author of this opinion it is
difficult, if at all pofiible, at this diftance
of time, to determine. It feems to have
obtained very early. Cicero, if he does
not in the above-mentioned paffage affert
Pythagoras to have been the author, makes
him, at leaft, an abettor of it. Plato 1s
alfo, by fome, thought to have entertained
the fume notion, and by not attending that
there is the cleareft evidence of it’s having
been maintained before his day, has been

reprefented as the firft who broached it.

I know fome have endeavoured to explain
away the abfurdity of this doltrine, by
making thofe who firft taught 1t, to intend
no more by it, than to reprefent the Deity
as that great {pirt, who f{upported and
prefided over the world, and might there-
fore be called, by a very allowable freedom
of fpeech, the foul of it.  We thould very
readily admut this comment, were not the
places, even in the writings of the antients

themfelves, too many and exprefs, to bear

{0
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{o much foftening. § We are apt to ftand
amazed at {uch opinions, and are at a lofs
to conjeCture whence they could take thetr
rife. But our bufinefs is not to purfue
fuch enquiries, but to mention the falts
relating to this fubject as we find them.  In
{hort, the more we fearch into the fenti-
ments of antiquity concerning the nature

and chara@er of the Deity, we fhall find

ourfelves the more involved in a labyrinth

§ Efle apibus partem divine mentis, & hauftus

Fthereos dixere : Deum namque ire per omnes
Terrafque, traCtufque maris, ceelumque profundum.
Hinc pecudes, armenta, viros, genus omne ferarum
Quemgue fibi tenues nafcentem arccfere vitas.
Scilicet hue reddi deinde, ac refoluta referri

Omnia ; nec morti effe locum; fed viva volare
Sideris in numerum, atque alto fuccedere ccelo.

Virc. Georg. Lib. iv. L. 220.

Principio caclum, ac terras, compofque liquentcs
Lucentemque globum lunz, Titaniaque aftra
Spiritus intus alit, totamque infufa per. artus
Mens agitat molem, & magno fe corpore mifcet.

/Eneid, Lib, vi. L. 724,

M. Anton, Lib. ii. §. xit.  Lib, 1x, §. xxvill, &
paﬁim.

from
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from which it will be difficult to pct out,
and muft acknowledge that it was not
without juft reafon that Cicero faid, ¢« Qui
Deos efle dixerunt, tanta funt in varietate ac
diffenfione, ut corum moleftum fit dinu-
merare f{ententias. Nam et de figuris
Deorum, & de locis atque fedibus & ac-
tione vite multa dicuntur, deque his fumma
philofophorum diffenfione certatur.” *

The fentiments of antiquity did not
differ more concerning the nature and
charatter of the Deity, than they did con-
berning the origin of the World, Each
of thofe who wrote upon this {fubje®, had
the vanity to differ from them who had
gone before him, and to become the
author of fome new hypothefis, by which
he flattered himfelf he would be able to

explain the pheznomena of nature better,

than by any other which had heen formerly
adopted.

* Cic, de Nat. Dear, Lib, i

Thua;
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Thus fome, to cot free of the difficultics
which they faw any f{cheme they cculd
devife would be incumbered with, rouncﬂy
aflerted the cternity of the World as 1t now
is. Thofe who by the {yftem of their Theo-
logy, were taught to confider it asa part of
the fupreme Numen, were neceftarily obliged
to be of this opinion. Others there were
too who admitted the eternity of the world,
and were duped into this opinton by the
fubtilty of their own rexfoning upon this
fubje®. Thus fome, confidering goodnels
as an attribute eflential to the divine nature,
could not imagine how 1t could exiit with-
out fome proper object upon which to exer-
cife itfelf ; and therefore, to remove this
ditficulty, they made the world coeval with
the Deity ; not attending, that the diflicul-
ties with which this {cheme 15 embarafied,
are incomparably greater than what they
meant to avoid by adopting it. Others,
at a lofs to comprehend the manner in which
this world could be produced from nothing,
haftily concluded that it was eternal, or at
leaft, that the materials out of which it

wis
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was afterwards formed into a {yftem, were
{fo. But what if this opinion fhould be
admitted ? According to it all muft have
been at firft, a rude, indigefted heap, mere
chaos and confufion. Whence that beauty,
order and harmony we now find prevailing
in this mundane {yftem ? To account for
this, our antient {ages are again greatly puz-

led, and they appear to be fo, notwith-

ftanding all the pains they take to con-
ceal it.

Some, unwilling to acknowledge a beau-

ty, iymmetry and proportion (becaufe they
eafily forefaw the conclufion to which this

would lead) pretended to find a multitude
of faults in the conftrution of the world,
and the difpofition of it’s parts, and from
thence, without offering a proof in {upport
of their charge, pertly inferred

Nequaquam nobis divinitus effe creatam

Naturam mundi, que tanta eft pradita culpa.
LucreT, Lib. ii.

that is, they would not allow this world

to be the work. of God, becaufe, as they
alledged,
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alledged, it was {o full of blunders. No-

thing is more common than for one miftake
to arife out of another. It happened fo

here: To account for imaginary blunders

they fell into fome which were real. One
fect afcribed the production of the world,
fuch as we now fee it, to a fortuitous con-
courfe of atoms: Another, fenfible of the
imperfection of this {cheme, called in to their
afliftance the operation of certain mechanical
laws, by which matter being once in mo-
tion, they alledge the homogeneous and
heterogeneous particles of it, which were
originally blended together, became fepara-
ted, and a world, fuch as we now behold,
{prung out of chaos and diforder.

Thefe were not the only {chemes which
have been devifed to account for the origin
of this world. It would be tedious to
mention themall. To what [ have already
mentioned, permit me however to add,

that fome confidering this world asan ani-
mal, others as a vegetable, fuppofed it

endued
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endued with a plaflic nature or principle, by
the operation of which they endeavoured
to account for the formation of every thing
in it; though when thcy come to explain
themielves with refpect to the nature of
this principle, they are greatly divided, and
run into the moft oppofite fentiments; fome
afferting that it was s, fome that 1t was
Water, and others that it was Fire, &c.

It were eafy to collect from the writings
of antiquity a great deal more upon this

fubje&t. § But what has bzen obferved
above, may {erve as a {pecimen of the abfur-
dity and inconfiftency with which they
abound wupon this {ubject, and while it
expofes the pride and ignorance of their
moft celebrated fages who havewritten upon
it, muft confirm us in the belief of the
juftnefs of that account which Mofes has

§ Sec this fubje& treated at great length in Stil-
lingfleet’s Origin, Sacr, B.iii, chap, 2. Secalfo
Cudworth’s Intellect. Syft, &c, paflim,

given
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given us of Cofmogony, or the Origin of
the World.

If from the accounts which antient
Philofophers give us of the Origin of the
World, we turn out attention to the man-
ner 1n which they {ay it is fupported and
governed, thatis, to what we call a Provi-
dence, we fhall find as great a diverfity, but
as little fatisfaGion, in what they have

advanced on this fubje®, as upon any of
the former.

Some, without ceremony, denieda Pro-
vidence altogether§, and even in this

pretended to confult the honour of their

§ Enim per fe divim natura neceffe eft
Immortali zvo, fumma cum pace, fruatur,
Semota a rebus noftris, fejun@aque longe,
Nam privata dolore omni, privata periclis,
Ipfa fuis pollens opibus, nihil indiza noftri

Nec bene promeritis capitur, nec tangitur ira,

Lucrer, Lib. i,

Sce alfo Arrian. in Epicet. Lib. i. cap, xil. Plut,
de Placit. Philof, cap. iii,

Gods,
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Gods, alledging that this world was an

object too little to engage their attention ;
and befides, that a concern about 1t would

be incompatible with true and compleat
happinefs, of which they muft be {fuppofed
to be poffefled.  Some maintained a general
Providence, but would not admit that
there was any which defcended to indivi-
duals, § perhaps from an opinion, like the
former, that an office, {uch as this, weuld
be too mean, or too operofe for the

Deity.

Some confined the regards of a Provi-
dence entirely to thc upper regions of the
univerfe, + while others, unwilling to ex-
clude the Deity from all concern with this
lower world, fuppofe him to carry on his
defigns in it, by the fubordinate govern-

t Plut. de Placit. Philof. cap. 7. Arrian. lib. i
cap 12.

+ Arrian in Epi&et. lib,i. cap, 12. Simplic. In
Epictet, cap, 28. Plut. de Placit, Philofoph. cap. 3.

fment
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ment of inferior and local Gods, to whofe

tutelage or guardianthip they belicved cer-
tain countries, cities, &c. wWere com~

mitted.* And there were not wanting
many

* Thus Sencca in LaQant. (Divin. Inftitut, lib. 1.
cap. 5.) fpeaking concerning God ¢ Hic, cum prima
fundamenta molis pulcherrimz jacerct, & hoc ordirctur,
quo neque majus quicquam novit natura nec melius,
ut omnia fub ducibus irent, quamvis ipfe per totum fe

corpus intenderat, tamen miniftros regni fui deos ge-
nuit,”

Exprefly in point upon this {ubjed, is what Julian
the Roman emperor writes in his book againft the
Chriﬁians. ‘O rap ;:‘u!TEFrJI Qxziry Tor 5‘::;.!.1&,?75# LERITHY p.c»
X05 X6iICP wata xas Pacihiz, miiproda o Tedoiva Tey Wiey oo
auvTy, ESr:Fxm; xah awoMgyal; Jicg, Swr fxagog ?mrr*ﬁm:ﬁ vy
favty Anfir oixtlug adrw®  twndy vap B 181 To wary wavae thae,
Kok iy carra, i by Toi (AELITois gAY cap‘ 220 x;rxrs?’ 3;*:-;:;,;:;.
7. & Qur Theologers affirm the Maker of all things to
be a common Father and King, but that the nations, as
to particular things, are diftributed by him to other in-
ferior Gods, who are appointed to be Governors over
countries and cities, every one of which adminifters in
his own province agreeably to himfelf. For whereas in
the common Father, all things are perfe@, and one is
all, in the particular Deities, one excells in one power
and another in another. Cud, Intell. Syft, &c, B. 8.

ch. 4.
VoL, I, G The
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many who fecmed' to have maintained,
that all things were ruled by Fafe. This
fome underftood in a reftriGed, others, in
a more extenfive {enfe, as if the very Gods
themfelves were brought under the power
of it. It muft be owned there are many
things in the writings of antiquity, which

have fuch an afpect,f but rightly under-
ftood,

The author has quoted what is contained in this note,
from the learned Cudworth’s Intelletual Syftem of the
Univerle, as hc has not an opportunity of confulting the
originals.

1 Si nihil fit extra fatum, mhil levari re divina poteft.
Hoc fentit Homerus, cum querentem fovem inducit
’ q >

quod Sarpedonem filium a morte contra fatum eripere
non poflet, Hoc idem fignificat Grazcus ille in cam fen-
tentiam verfus,

Quod fore paratum eft, id fummum exfuperat Jovem.
Cicer. de Divinatione, lib. 2. cap. 10.

Quicquid cft quod nos fic vivere juffit, fic mori eadem
necefliate et Deos alligat.  Isrevocabilis humana pariter
ac divina curfus vehit, lle ipfe omnium conditor ac rec-

tor {cripfit quidem fata, fed fequitur, Semper paret,
femel juffie,

Seneca de Providentia, cap. s.

To
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ftood, fo far as it refpecs the Gods, it means
no more than that plan of government, all

wife and perfedt, founded originally in the
divine mind, and therefore when it is {aid
that Jupiter himfelf is fubje® to immut-
able Fate, it can only be underftood that
he is ever {ubject to the wifdom of his own

councils, and can never act in oppofition
to it.

-

But whatever might be the opinion of
antiquity concerning Fate, confidered as 2
rule of a&ion to the Deity, yet certain it
1s, that its influence upon human a&ions,

was reprefented as univerfal and irre-
fiftible : § And, what is ftill more extra-
ordinary,

To the above quotations many more might be added
which have the fame appearance,

§ Nec fervio Deo, fed affentio, co quidem magis,
quod fcio omnia certa & in 2ternum didy lege decurrere,
Fata nos ducunt, & quantum cuique reftet, prima
nafeentium hora difpofuit.  Caufa pendet ex caufa, pri-
* vata ac publica longus ordo rerum trahit, Ideo fortiter
G 2 omne
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ordinary, acknowledged by many as fuch,+:

contrary even to the very feelings of moral

liberty,

omne ferendum eft; quia non, ut putamus, incidunt
cuncta, fed veniunt,

Seneca de Providentia, cap. s.

t A ftriking inftance and proof of this obfervation, we
have furnifhed us by the Roman hiftorian Livy : Heinforms
us that fome of the Roman legions having, upon a cer-
tun occafion, revolted to the enemy, and thereby for-
feited their honour, were, from a confcioufnefs of their
crime, {o abafhed and dejefted, that they retired to their
tents to conceal themfulves; and that every effort ufed

to recover their fpirits proved ineffeCtual, till Cerealis
told them their misfortunes were owing to Fate.

Liv. Hift, lib, 4.

Plutarch (in Vit. Alexandri) informs us, that Alex-
ander having in a fit of paffion killed Clitus, wept
bitterly, and notwithftanding all his fricnds could fay to
quiet his mind, remained iuconfolable, till Ariftander
obferved to him that nothing had happened in this world,

but what had been predetermined by Fate, and that then
he feemed to be f{atisfied,

From the above paffages, is it not evident that the
doltrine of a Fate fecms to have gained general credit ?
The firft fhews its influence upon the rude and illiterate
vulgar ; the laft, upon thofe diftinguithed by their high

rank in hfc. And had not this been an article of their
Creed,
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liberty, than which, it muft be owned,
there can be none more ftrong in the

human breaft. Tt js indecd worthy of
obfervation, that in moft cafcs, where any
regard i1s thewn to this opinion, it feems
to proceed not fo much from g con-
viction of the jultnefs of it, as from a defire
to apologize for fome mifconduct. But
this, at the (ane time, fhews the dangerous
tendency of fuch dorine, by fhewing
how {trong the propenfity of mankind is
to grafp at any opinion, however abfurd,
by which they can flatter themfelves INto a
favourite courfe of condud, or foothe their
own minds, when they would either re-
montitrate againft, or reproach them for it,

But to proceed in our examination of the
{entiments of antiquity, upon fubjects con-
nected with Religion.

Creed, fuch an addrefs as either of thefe, would in the

circumftances referred to, have been coniidered by the
perfons to whom it was made, as an infult, and i
place of the effe&t had, warmly refented,

G 3 The
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The obligations upon all to the worthip

of a Deity, are next to felf-evident. They

~ have been acknowledged by the univerfal

practice of mankind, and their anxious

enquiries after the proper manner of per-

forming it. But if we have recourfe to

the writings of the Philofophers for direc-

tion in this, we fhall not only find our-

{clves difappointed 1in the hopes we enter-

tained from them, but alfo bewildered ina

, maze, from which it will be very difficult
to extricate ourfelves.

Pythagoras is faid to have recommended
to his difciples to worthip the Gods, 1. €.
the Sun, Moon, and Stars; and the Heroes,
though not with equal honour. |

Cicerot and Epi&etus* recommended,
as the fafel} courfe we can follow, a com-

+ A Patribus acceptos Deos placet colij et 1llud ex
inftitutis Pontificum & Arufpicum non mutandum eft,
quibus hoftiis immolandum cuique Deo.

Cic. de Legib, lib. 2,
# Epictet, Enchirid. cap. 38.

pliance
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pliance with the cuftom of the country in
which we live, in the worfhip of the Gods.
And Xenophon, in his memoirs of Jocrates,
whofe difciple he was, informs us that he
taught the fame thing:1 And what elfe
was this but to encourage the grofleft fu-

petftition, when once cufiom had given
1t’s fan&ion to it ?

I ‘Opxs vap OT & £ AnQoic Seo;, STav Tic guTos E:rs;&:"m, e
ev Tos; Suoig xeepiloiva, amerpiilas, Niuw moheus, Novog & cyrs
TEITAYOV i, raTa 5‘umyu I'EFEI; 555; u’Fsr::sSm. e dv ay 7ie
XAy vk :.-.'am@zrsp:v Thikars; E’EH‘;, " ‘us 4L o KEAELHSN, clTw '::m.:;r.
2. e. You fee that, when the Oracle, or God at Delphi,
was confulted as to the moft acceptable manner of wor
fhipping the Gods, he replied, that it ousht to be per-
formed according: to the legal rites of cach city or ftate,
Itisan univerfal rule, that ali thould endcavour to appealc
the Gods, by facrifices, as their circumfances will allow,
For how can any honour the Gods in a way more truly

religious, than by acting as they enjoin?

Xenoph., Memorab. Socrat. lib. 4. cap. 3. §. 16,

Sce alfo to the fame purpofe, Liv. Hift. b. 39. chap,
16. where a compliance with the cftablifhed cufiom of s
country in the worfhip of the Gods, is reprefented as
agrecable to the opinion of their earlieft and moft relpedt-
able anceftors,

G 4 All
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All the modes of Religion which have
been offered to the world, have proceeded
upon an acknowledged fenfe of guilt in
man, and difpleafure in the Deity on
account of it, but which of them (the

Jewith and Chriftian excepted) have fug-
gefted a fcheme for obtaining the pardon

of the one, or averting the other, that
Reafon, cool and unbiafled, gould approve
of, or that could give eafc to the anxtous
and troubled mind ? They prefcribed lufs
trations, facrifices, and 2 thoufand {uper-
ftitious rites. But alas! what more do
thefe than fhew the fenfe which mankind

had of their unhappy fituation, their an-
xious defire of a deliverance from it, and

the weaknefs of Reafon to difcover the
proper method by which it might be ef-
fe&ted? Sacrifices very properly madea part
of the Mofaic inftitution of Religion. In
thofe early ages of the world, to which
the origin of facrifices muft be referred, 1t
does not appear that there was any other
way of conveying rcligious, or other know-
ledge, but by hicroglyphic or emblemati-

cal
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eal reprefentations, and therefore God
might have pitched upon this method of
communpicating his gracious intentions to
mankind, which, by having a certain
meaning aflixed to 1it, would render 1t as
intelligible as any other poflibly could.
And once inftituted, there were Dbefides
thofe already taken notice of, many addi-
tional reafons for adopting them into the
ritual of the Jewifh worfhip. The people
of Ifrael had, by their long ftay 1n Egypt,
contracted an attachment to and pafiion for
the fhew and parade of its Religion, and
were in danger, after their fettlement in
Canaan, of having their tafte for external
{fplendor increafed by their communication,
little as it fhould be, with the Heathen
nations around them, Therefore God, to
prevent, as much as poffible, their being
corrupted from cither of thefe caufes, was
pleafed to indulge them with the inftitu-
tion of feveral {plendid rites and facrifices
amongft the reft, in that icheme of Reli-
gion which he publifhed to them by the
miniftry of Mofes. Rites, all of them

{fuch
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fuch as were admirably calculated, if duly

attended to, for conveying the moft ufeful
Inftruction along with the ufe of them.
The defign of this emblematical or facri-
ficial fervice, never was to explate {in or ap-
peale an 'offended Deity. It never could
be inftituted from a regard to any intrinfic
worth in it, or any efficacy it could have
for the attainment of thefe ends. The in-
ftitution of facrifice, according to the ori-
ginal defign of it, was intended in dumb,
but fignificant fhow, to reprefent the
death which the offerer deferved as the
punifhment of fin, and at the fame time,
to encourage his hopes of the pardon of it;
and by thefe means to work his foul into
2 habit of devotion, and the firmeft refo-
lutions of future reformation. Confidered
in thefe points of view, the inftitution and
ufe of facrifice, muft ftand juftified to every
unprejudiced perfon. But unluckily the
prattice feems to have crept into the
heathen world, without a full knowledge
of the original reafons of the inftitution,
or at leaft, was continued after thefe feem

to
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to have been forgotten; and therefore, con-
fidered as a part of their Religton, it could
not but be abfurd. And indeed, viewed 1n
it’s connexion with the ends to which it
was intended to be {ubfervient, no practice
could be more {fo: For what connexion
was there betwixt the effufion of the blood
of Bulls and of Goats, and the expiation of
fin? What value could thcre be in heca-
tombs of the moft coftly facrifices, confi-
dered as a reparation to the aftronted
Majefty or injured Honour of God?
None furely. Nay, as pratifed ainong
the Heathen, the ufage was worfe than
abfurd: The tendency of it was bad;
no lefs than to corrupt the very fource of
Religion, by diffufing the moft unworthy
fentiments of the Deitgamong his votarics.
The influcnce of this upon the other {er-
vices of Religion could not but be very
ftrong. How far 1t extended, let the ac-
counts we have of them witnefs.

There can be nothing more natuaral than
thofe anticipations of futurity which {pring

up
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up in the mind of man, when ferious and
fedate. Convinced by the accounts he has
had of the paft, and his own obfervations
on the prefent, that, in a fhort time, he
will have no more concern in the bufy
fcenes of) this life, he can fcarce avoid
thinking what fhall become of him, when
he has bid adieu to them. He muit be
anxious to know: No pains can divert the
thought. It will fometimes force itfelf
upon the mind, whether he would or not -
The importance of the enquiry, and the
concern which all have in the iffue of it,
have turned the attention of all to jt-
Many have written upon it: And yet, how
muft it furprize the Reader to be informed,

that {carce is there any {ubject, upon which
lefs can be colle@ed with certainty, from
the many volumes of antiquity,

The vulgar, in almoft all ages and coun-
tries of the world, attending to the fimple
dictates of Nature, and the actings of their

ewn mind, feem not to have entertained
{a
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{o much as adoubt concerning the immorta-
lity of the foul and a future ftate, But the
Literati of the feveral f{chools, indulging
their {peculative humour upon thefe fub-
jects, have run into the moft oppofite and
contraditory fentiments. And no wonder -
As in thefe they f{eem to have been, in 2
great meafure, determined by the {yftems
of philofophy they had adopted, or the

ends they had to ferve by what they ad-
vanced.

None of thefe {eem to have had the leaft
notion of a refurretion of the body: This
never fo much as once entered into their
minds. What 1s an abundant proof of
this, were there no other, is the reception
which this doftrine met with, when
preached by the Apoftle Paul at Athens, -
one of the moft celebrated feats of learn-
ing then in the world,

+ Ads xvii. 18, 32,

The
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The immortality of the foul, fome
of them flatly denied:§ And’ others
doubted of it.* It muft however, in

§ Sec Plut. de Placit. Philofoph. cap. 7. de Anima

Immortalitate.

Saluft. de Bell. Catilin. De peena, poflum (fays
Czfar before the Roman Senate) equidem dicere id quod
res habet. In lutu atque miferiis, mortem zrumnarum
requiem, non cruciatum efle: eam cun&a mortalium
mala diffolvere ; ultra neque cure, neque gaudio locum

effe.

Ariftotle (Eth, ad Nicom. Lib. 3. cap. 6.} exprefles
himfelf in the molt pofitive terms.  ®5Byarazor & 6 Sraros:
wrpas yap® xas £ 71 7w Tednors douai’ obTe ayador obrs xaxor &ras.
i, ¢, Of all things Death is the moft terrible. It is the
period of exiftence. To the dead, there is nothing de-
ferves to be called good or evil.

* Marc, Anton. (Lib. 7.§. ) fpeaks of death in a
manncr, which fhews he was uncertain whether it

was an extintion of being, or a tranflation to another
ftate.

Scneca (Epift 24.) Mors nos aut confumit, aut
emittit: Emiflis mcliora reftant oncre detratto. Con-

{fumptis nihil reftat. Bona pariter malaque fubmota
funt,

juftice
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juftice to antiquity, be owned, that fome
of it’s moft celebrated fages feem to have

believed it.§  Thofe who adopted the pan-
theiftic

See Plat. Apolog. Socrat. See alfo Phad. pafl,
It is truc there are fome paflages in both, which would
feem to indicate doubt or uncertainty, but if we
confider the whole of what Socrates has faid upon this
fubject, and the part he aded in fome of the moft trying:
fcenes of life, and particularly in the laft, we muft in
juftice acknowledge, that if there remained any doubt

with him concerning the Soul’s exiftence, it was but
very little,

Nothing can be more fpirited, as well as exprels upon
this point, than the dying addrefs of Cyrus to his
ehildren. To fave the trouble of tranfcribing the ori.-
ginal, I beg }eave to lay before the Reader, a tranflation
of a part of it. ¢ Do not imagine (fays he) O my
“ fons, that Death, which puts an end to this mortal
“ life, puts an end to my exiftence, or that when it
¢ takes place, I am nothing, I never could allow my-
“ felf to think that the foul could live, while confined
* to this mortal body, and dic when fet at Liberty
“ from it. In place of communicating life to the
‘“ {oul, it derives life from it. Nay, I could never be
¢ perfuaded that the fou! fhould be deprived of intelli-
** gence and wifdom by it’s feparation from an unthink-

““ing body. It is much more agreeadle to reafon to

¢ conclude,
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theiftic fcheme, or confidered the Deity
under the notion of the T nd, or, the
16"r, were neceflarily bound to maintain

the immortality of the foul. Believing
it to be,a part cxcerpted from the Deity

at it’s firft entrance into the body, they
fuppofed it to be refolvable into the
fame univerfal principle, though as to
the time when it became reunited to it,
they were far from being agreed, as we
fhall have occafion to fhew afterwards., But
we muft not imagine that all who main-
tained the immortality of the foul, be-
lieved a future ftate of rewards and punith-
ments, correfponding to our moral con-
du@ here. Some indeed feem to have
had a firm belief of two oppofite ftates,
to the one or other of which mankind
fhould, after death, be configned in con-

{equence of an enquiry into their conduck

¢ conclude, that, difengaged from it, and becoming a
¢ pure mind, it’s improvement in wifdom fhould be ad.
¢ vanced,” Sce Xenophon Ky Madua. Lib, 8. §. 47.

here,
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here, * though, when we confider the
wild and extravagant notions with which

their accounts of them are blended, we
cannot but ftand amazed.

The pantheiftic do&rine which required
the belief of the foul’s immortality, by
a confequence equally plain and juft, would
not admit the belief of a ftate of proper
retribution, becaufe incompatible with the
above notion of Deity, and accordingly

* His & talibus rationibus adductus Socrates — cum
pxne 1n manu jam mortiferum illud teneres poctlum,
locutus ita eft, ut non ad mortem trudi, verum in ceelum
videretur afcendere.  Ita enim cenfebat, itaque difleruit,
duas cfle vias, duplicefque curfus animorum € corpore
excedentium.  Nam qui fe humanis vitiis contamina-
viffent, & fe totos libidinibus dedificnt, quibus czcati,
velut domefticis vitiis atque flagitis fe inquinaviffent,
vel republica violandd fraudes inexpiabiles concepiffent,
ns devium quoddam iter effe, feclufum 3 concilio Deo-
rum.  Qui autem fe integros caftofque fervaviflent, qui-
bufque fuiflet minima cum corporibus contagio, fclcque
ab his femper fevocaffent, cffentque in corporibus huma-
nis vitam imitati deorum : his ad illos, a quibus cffent
profecti, reditum fzcilem patere, Cic. Tufcul. Difput.
lib. 5. §. xxix, xxx.

Vor. I. H the
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the votaries of the pantheiftic fcheme {cem
to have held that the re-union of the foul

to it’s parent fubftance, took place im-
mediatelyafter it’s {eparation from the body,
and reprefent the ftories of a Tartarus,
Cocytus, Scc. as no more than fo many bug-
bears to fright the weak and ignorant§,
and as carryng {o much the air of fi¢tion,

§ Ut ad folatia veniam, Quid te, Marcia, movet?
Cogita, nulits defunétum malis affici.  Illa que nobis
inferos faciunt terribiles, fabulam efle.  Nullas 1immi-
nere moriuis tencbras, nec carcerem, nec flumina fla-
grantia 1gne, nec oblivionis amnem, ncc tribunalia &
reos & nifla libertate tam laxa uilos 1terum tyrannos.
Luferunt ifta Poctee, & vanis nos anitaverc terroribus.
Mors omnium dolorum & folutio cft & finis, ultra quam
mala noftra non exeunt, que nos in ilam tranquillita-
tem, In qua antequam nafceremur, jacuimus, reponit.
Mors nec bonum nec malum c¢ft.  Id enim poteft aut

bonum aut malum efle, quod aliquid eft: quod vero ip-
fum nibil eft, & omnia in nihilum redigit, nulli nos for-
tunz tradit,  Seneca de Conlolat, ad Marciam. cap. 19.

To the fame purpofe fee Cicer, Tufcul, Difput, 1. i,
§ xvi,  And Arnan in Epictet, b, 1i. cap, xiil. §. i,

that
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that they became, and defervedly too, the
very {port of children || .

It 1s well enough known that fome re-

prefented the plan of Providence or God’s
moral Government, as carried on in 4 fuc-

ceflion of different ftates. They fuppofed
man to have exifted in a ftate prior to the
prefent, and fent into this to corre® the
mifconduct he had been guilty of in that ;
and the tranfmigration to be continued in
feveral fucceffive frates, if neceflary, his
condition in each being determined by the
part he a&ed in the preceding. This s
in {ubftance, the import of the antient
dodtrine of the Metempfychofis. It is
frue, according to the manner in which jt
was taught among the Egyptians, the
tranfitions from one ftate to another are
reprefented as phyfical and neceffary, and

| Efle aliquos manes, & fubterranea reond,
Et Contum et Stygio Ranas in gurgite nisras
Atque una tranfire vadum tot millia cymba
Nec pueri credunt, nifi qui nondum zere Javantur.
Juv, Sat. 2. Jin. 149,

H 2 {feem
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feem no way connefted with any moral
intendment or defign§ . In this light it 1s
probable 1t was alfo confidered by Pytha-
goras, who, becaufe of the moft illuftrious
charater among the firft teachers of it, has
been generally believed to be the author
of it, though is certain that it was much
more antient than his time, and {eems to
have been borrowed by him from Egypt,
into which he travelled for his improve-
‘ment 1n {cience.

Plato, his admirer, improved on this
do&rine; and taught that thofe who are

diftinguithed for the eminence of their vir-
tue in this world, would, upon their de-
parture from 1t, be immediately admitted
to the abodes of the blefled ; whereas thole

§ Herodotus, lib. ii. Euterp. informs us, that the
Eayptians affirmed, that the foul of man, after leaving
his body, always enters into fome other animal; and
pafling, by a continued rotation, thro’ the different kinds
of aérial, terreitrial and marine beings, returns again
into a human body, after the revolution of three thou-
fand years.

who,
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who, by indulging in low and animal plea-
{ures, had contraced any high degree of mo-
ral taint, muft pafs through different ftates

of purgation before they could be freed
from it §.

Confidered in this laft point of light, the
dotrine feems to have been calculated to
reprefent the {everal fuppofed tran{migra-
tions, which man was to undergo as a kind
of moral difcpline for promoting the im-
provement of his nature, till at laft, it
becomes fitted for are-union with the Deity,
or the enjoyment of the moft pure and re-

fined happinefs.

The Do€rine of the Metempfychofis
mught perhaps have gained footing among
the Egyptians, from a belief of the un perifh-
able nature of the foul, and the dithiculty of
conceiving the manner of it’s exiftence in

a ftatc feparate from the body. But whence-
foever it took it’s rife, certain it 1s, that

§ Plat, Pheed. pafl,

H 3 among
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among many of the antients, it was be-
licved in it’s literal fenfe, though I think
it is highly probable, that the great tcach-
ers of it, after Pythagoras’s time, if not
Pythagoras himfclf, intcnded no more by
it, than, in the way of allegory, to repre-
fent the feveral gradations in improvement,
which our naturc muft pafs through to fit
it for that happinefs for which 1t was ori-
ginally defigned. But let this fuffice on
the fubjet of their fyftems of religious

faith, though on this part of our enquiry,
it were eafy to enlarge.

Let us from thefe turn our attention to
their {yftems of morals. Here we fhall ind
many things indeed cxcellently faid, and fuch
as do great honour to the authors. But we
{hall at the fame time, find almoft as
many things, which we cannot, dare not
approve of ; becaufc reafon, not to fay Re-
velation, condemns them when they come
to be impartially conficered.

Let
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Let us look into the moral Writings of
the Stoicks (a fe®, who of aj others,
came 10 moft things, nearet to the
Chriftian fyftem, and that very probably,
becaufe in the later period of their philo-
fophy, they were greatly indebted to it)
and we fhall find them abounding with
paradoxical apherifms, fuch as thefe - That
a wife man is void of all paflion; that he js
happy in the midft of the greateft afiliGion ;
that he is always the fame; that none elfe
is free, or rich, or great ; nay, from that
pride which feems to be the confequence
of their Theology, and one of the djftin.
gutthing chara@eriftics of therr {e&, do
they not, in a manner, exalt their wig
man to a kind of equality with their Deity,
and in fome cafes, give him the prece-
dence § ?

I know that moft of thefe favourite
fayings of this fe&, may by a little foft-

Y Eft aliquod, quo fapiens antecedar Deum. Ille
naturz bencficio, non fuo, fapiens eft.

Senec. Epift. 5%,

H 4 ening,
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ening, be defended ; nay, that they are, by
the admirers of this philofophy, {o cx-
plained, as to give very noble ideas of
of human Nature and Virtue. But after
all, it muft be owned, they carry too much
the air of oftentation and parade, and f{o
have defervedly drawn cenfure upon them
from many, who but for this would
have dclighted to beftow praife. In this

as in every other fimilar cafe, the affetation

of it never fails to be juftly punifhed with
a difappointment. But were thefe the

worlt things that are to be met with in the
ancient {yftems of morals, exceptionable
as they arc, they might be put up with. But
it is fufpected that upon enquiry, this
will not be found to be the cafe . for with
refpedt to fome, even Cardinal Virtues, it
might be made appear, that they feem not
only to have thought meanly of them, but
alfo to have praifed, 1f not recommended,

a practice oppofite to them.

Thus for inftance, we find a fpirit

of forgivenes reprefented by fome of them
| as
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as pufillanimous, while tnat of revenge
is dignified with fuch epithets as could
beft remove every thing difagreeable from
the idea of it, and make it appear the
evidence of a true magnanimity of foul.
In thofe early days, when arms were the
delight of heroes, and mulitary atchieve-
ments the way to glory and renown, while
the tempers of mankind had yet received
little {oftening, and their manners as little
polith, from philofophy or religion, they
{feem to have defpifed the noble triumphs
of a humane and forgiving fpirit, and to
have valucd none but thofe which werc
acquired by the feats of fierce and crucl
combat; fo far did a principle of falfe
honour operate, in almoft all cafes of quar-

rel and difpute.

I might take notice of feveral other in-
{tances of the grofieft corruption of manners,
countenanced by the writings of {fome of
the moft renowned Philofophers.  But to
fave mylelf this difagrecable talk, and my
readers time, I thall mention only one or

WO
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two more. Do we not find Seneca, little

lefs than recommending the expofing of
children, if from their veak and fickly
conftitution, the inhuman parents appre-
hended they might become burdenfome to
them§? Nay, do we not meet with many
things in the moft eftecmed writings of an-

tiquity, which give encouragement to fui-
cide 1tfelf, the moft unnatural of all

crimes || ?

The ﬁ'equency of this crime was the
confequence of certain dogmata which were

§ Toliantur ¢ cetu mortalium, faQturi pcjora que

contingunt, & quo uno mado poflunt, definant mali efle -
fed hoc finc odio.  Quid enim eit cur oderim cum, cui
. tum maxime profum, cum illum fibi eripio? Nam quis
fua memora odit, tunc cum ablcidit? Non eft illa ira
fcd mifcra curatio.  Rabidos efligimus canes, trucem
atque immanfuetum bovem cadimus, & morbidis peco-
ribus, ne grezem polluant, ferrum demittimus, porteil-
tofos feetus extinguimus, liberes quoque, fi debiles mon-
ftrofique cditi funt, mergimus. Non ira, fed ratio eft,
a fanis 1nutilia fecernere.  Sencc. delra lib. i, § xv.

| Marc. Anton, lib. v. §. xxix. Arrian Epi&tet. 1ib,

i, cap. xiil. §. 1. Senec. de Ira, ib, iii, cap. xv,

taught
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taught by many of the Philofophers, and
for very obvious reafens, eagerly reccived
by many of the people. Perfuaded that the
{foul, immediatly upon it’s {eparation from
the body, was re-united to the Deity, or
tranflated to a {tate, free from the mitcrics
and calamities to which this 1s fubjelted,
this practice, repuznant as it is to onc of
the ftrongeft principles of cur nature, became
very frequent : nay fo frequent mn Egypt,
that I remember fomewhzre to have read,
that Ptolemy Fhiladelphus was forced to
torbid the teaching of thefe dotirines; al-
ledging that, in proportion as they cained
credit, his country was in danger of being
difpeopled. The unhappy effet or infiucice
of thefe principles 1s not only evident {rom
the edit of Ptolemy Philadelphus, juft new
referred to, but alfo from an obfervation of
the manners of thofe other countriecs,where
they, or {imilar ones, obtained. To {upport
this remaik, I need only mention one mads
by the juitly celebrated Baron De Montef-
quieu, when, to fthew that it is not fo
much the truth or falfity of a dotrine

which
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which renders it ufeful or pernicious to men
in civil Government, as the ufe or abufe
which is made of 1t: he obferves, ¢ The
do&rine of theimmortality of the foul, falfe-
ly underftood, has almoft throughout the
whole 'world, and 1in every age, engaged
women, f{laves, {ubjedts, friends, to murder
themfelves, that they might go and ferve
in the other world the object of their refpect

or love in this|.”

It muft be acknowledged, 1n juftice to an-
tiquity, that fome of it's beft writcrs have
difiuaded from this fhocking practice, and
have told us, that like centinels who have
a poft affigned them, we ought not to re-

move from this world, till called from
it by Him who fent us intoit. But at

the f{ame time, it deferves to be obferved,
that if we have a call from the Deity to
this purpofe, they acquit us of all blame.
Upon this principle Cicero attempts to
juftify Cato in that violence he oftered to

i The Spirit of Laws, V. IL B, xxiv, Chap. xix.

him{clf.
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himfelf §. But who that reads what he
has faid with refpect to him, can mifs
obferving, that by omitting to afcertain
what conftitutes {fuch a call, or how it may
be known, he leaves every one at liberty to
act as he pleafes; and if unhappily fo dif-
poled, to conftrue the inclination to this
horrid deed, as a licenfe for the commifiion

of it thus; with their own hands, to rid
themfelves of life, when pride, for inftance,
would tell them, that they could not main-
tain 1t with dignity ; or that it would be
mean to furvive a certain difar:pointment or-
difgrace, or to fubmit to the government

and yoke of a hated Rival ?

§ Cato fic ahiit ¢ vita, ut caufam moriendi naGam
fe cffe gzuderct,  Vetat enim dominans ille in nobis
Deus, injuflu hinc nos fuo demigrare.  Cum vero cau-
fam juftam Deus ipfe dederit, ut tunc Socrati, nunc
Catoni, fepe multis, ne ille, medius fidius, vir fapicns,
Ietus ex his tencbris in lucem illam excefferit, nec tamen
itla vincla carceris ruperit, lcges enim vetant,  Sed tan-
quam a magiftratu, aut ab aliqua poteftate legitima, fic
a Deo evocatus atque emifus, exierit,  Cic. Tufoul.
Difput, Iib, 1, §. xxx, -

But,
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But not to {pin out this part of our en-
quiry longer, let what has been obferved
upon the above points be duly confidered,
and any one may be able to judge how far
the nﬂClﬁHt Philofophers were hited to be
the 111&ru&0rs of mankind in the great
concerns of Religion and Virtue; nay
muft be forced to conclude that many of
their difquifitions, however curious and
fubtle, and excellent fpecimens of philofo-
phic acumen, were upon the whole, the
{occulations of Fancy, rather than juft con-
clufions deduced from an accurate view of
tie nature of God and Man.

But for argument’s fake, let 1t be fup-
pofed, that they were much better fitted
for guiding mankind in matters of Reli-
gion, than from their writings they ap-
pear to have been, there was a difadvan-
tage attending the manner of communi-
cating their inftruétions, which muft have
rendered them of little avail, for either en-
lightening the minds, or reforming the
lives cf thole amongft whom they lived.

They
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They had their Lfsteric and Exoteric
difcourfes. The firft were delivered only
to thofe who had entered their {chools,
and were willing to attend them, in order
to their being inftru&ed in the more pro-
found and fubtilc parts of their Philofophy.
The other, were public le&ures, which all
who pleafed were welcome to attend.

Whether they taught a double do@rine
upon {ome important points of Religion,
or in other words, whether what they
taught their fcholars upon thefe fubjes,
was difterent from what they taught the

promifcuous croud, I fhall not takc upon
me to determine.

Writers of 2" very refpe@able chara@er
in the republic of letters, are to be found
on both fides of this queftion§. But one
thing may be affirmed, however hard it

§ Dr. Warburton’s Div. Legat. &c. V. 1. b. 3. 4. 2.

See alfo Dr., Sykes's Examinat, of Dr. Warburton’s
account of the double dofrine of the old Philofophers.

maiy
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may bear upon the charader of thofe an-
cient Philofophers, that in their exoteric
difcourfes or leGtures, which were calcu-
lated for public hearing, they fell in with,
and {o, encouraged the fuperftition, and
ftrengthened the prcjudices of the people.

Thus, to humour the populace, who
were {uperftitious to a degree of madnefs,
in their Theology, fuch as it was, do we not
find them fpeaking of a Hercules, an Apollo,
an A fulapins, an Aacus, a Rbadamanthus,
a Styx, an Acheron; as if they believed they
had a real exiftence, while they knew they
were but the creatures of a political craft,
or poetic fancy? In all this however their
condu@ might be juftificd, upon the
maxims of government or flate policy,
upon thofe of Religion 1t {urely cannot.
Where Religion was concerned, every thing
that had the appearance of deceit, or ftu-

died obfeurity, thould have been carefully
avoided, and the orcateft honefty and per-
{picuity imaginable followed.

Neither
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Neither will it apologize for them to
fay, that they meant in this manner, as
under a facred veil, to convey fome of the
molt profound and important truths of
Religion.  Why not plainly fneak out?
Why not honeftly tell the people what they
themfelves meant, by the feveral modes of
cexpreffion which they ufed ? Was not this
the more neceffary, when they found that
the people, already too ftrongly prejudiced in
favour of their mythological whims, were
in matters of the greateft importance, in
danger of being mifled by then ?

It 1s readily acknowledeed that their
doctrine concerning an Acheion, a SEYx,
&c. would at firft, be confidered in no -
other light, but as fo many fables of the
Poets, who through a licence of fancy,
took the liberty in this manner, to repre-
fent fome of the moft important truths of
eligion, that by exhibiting them in this
agreeable drefs, they might the better re-
commend them to their attention.  While
they were confidered in this light by the

Yor. I. I people,
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people, there was no danger from the man-
ner in which they were taught. But when
the original doctrines, veiled under thefe
poctical defcriptions, were like to be loit
:n the fable, then it became the duty of
thofe who undertcok the inftruction or
reformation of mankind, to de all they
could to undeceive them.

This tafk, it is true, required prudence
and caution. The fatc of Anaxagoras,
Socrates, and others, {rom the honeft free-
dom with which they ventured to fpeak of
Religion; the oppofition they might lay
their accounts with from the ignorance of
the Sspbif's, who were the tutors of the
orcat; and the fuperftition of the Pocts,
who were the inftruors of the vulgar, all
might concur to render them timid., But
however great the oppofition and danger
from thefe quarters might have been, pub-
lic inftrutors were called on, rather to
incur the hazard of offending, than to al-
Jow the people quictly to rémain under a

cloud of ignorance. Without this honefty
and
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and boldnefs of fpirit, a reformation could
never take placc. And yet fo few and-
feeble were the attempts, made by the an-
cient Dhiiofophers in this way, as mufl
ever leave us of 0pihion, that they were far
from being proper guides in Religion.

To this allow me to add, that their doc-
trines of Jocal Deitzes, and an fazercommnu-
nity of worfhip, were alfo attended with the
moft baneful influence upon Relizien, By
the reciprocal concefiions nerchby made, a
tacit approbation of the Gods and wor{hip
of each country was given, than which
nothing could more tend to confirm them
in their refpetive fuperftitions, The ef-
felts of this principle thewed themfzlves,
as 1n many other cafes, {o in a particular
manner 1n the deteftation in which the
Jews, and afterwards the Chriftians were
held, and the perfecutions they met with
from all their neighbours.

The Religion of neither did, like that
of others, cowntenance the notion of local
12 - Deities,
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Deities, nor admit of religious worfhip to
any but zbeir God, who they contended
was the alone true God, and ought to be
acknowledged in the character of the Lord
of all; and therefore both thefe Religions
and their votaries, became the objeéts of
general hatred, and wererun down with un-
common keennefs and violence. Thus we
have confidered the light received from the
famed luminaries of the Heathen world in
very different points of view, and now it 1s
fubmitted to the impartial Reader, if 1t be
not like the twinkling of a ftar in the
midft of darknefs, which ferves only to
render the darknefs vafible.

But may it be faid, “ Let this be granted
« with refpeét to any onc of them, or all
« of them taken feparately, yet ftill might
¢ there not be extraced from them what
«« would make a compleat fyftem of Reli-
“ gious inftruction and morals?”

That fomething like this was practicable,

{eems to have been the opinion of a fe&t
who
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who fprung up in the fecond century,
who under the aufpices of Potamon, their
founder, opened a fchool at Alexandria,

and took to themifelves the name of Eclec-
rcs.

Thefe entertained the romantic hopes of
making out one regular, uniform whole,
from the fyftems of the feveral Philo-
{fophers, in which they flattered themfclves
all the contending partics would agree
With this profeﬂ'ed defign they fet to work.
But the code or digeft they formed, after
all therr careful feleftion of materials, wis
far from giving fatisfa@ion to any. And
indeed it was no wonder that it did not :
A compofition of fuch jarring materials,
what an  abfurd medley of Religion
and Philofophy muft it have made!
An appearance as truly ridiculous, as the
picture of that monfter dravwn by a poetic
fancy, in the beginning  of Horace's
Art of Poetry. Such was the fuccels of
the firt Ecledtic reformers; and {hould
others, in hopes of doing better, renew

I ; ~ the
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the attempt; fhould they ranfack all the
writings that have come down to us of the
Ttalic and Ionic fchools, and of all different
{e&s, which like fo many branches, have
{prung from thefe venerable ftems; it would
require ho prophetic {pirit to tell what
wounld be the fuccefs. What difticulties,
almoft infuperable, lie 1n the way of the
execution of fuch a {cheme? Who are they
whom mankind would agree on to be the
compilers of this new, philofophic fyftem
of Religion? Where could we find perfons
of various learning, folid judgment, uncor-
rupted honetty, univerfal philanthropy and
unwearied application, {uthcient for carry-
ing on and compleating this arduous un-
dertaking ? But could fuch be found, and
mankind unite in the choice of them, what
reafon have we to think they would unite
in adopting this laboured performance, as
the rule of their faith and manners ? Should
they differ upon this point, would the
compilers of, this new (yftem have autho-
rity enough to determine the controver{y?
Nay after all their learned pains, muit

not
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not mankind be left at liberty to judge
for themielves, and for any authority
which this {yftem would carry along with
1t, to receive or rejet it, as it might beft
fuit their intereft, pafiions, principles or
humours?

““ What,” it may be faid, < are we to
reject all the philofophy of the antients in
the lump #” Iam far from thinking fo,
and would be forry if any thing which
has been offcred on this part of the fubje®,
fhould be looked upon as a gencral cenfure
of their moral and philofophic writings.
Nothing could be farther from the author's
intention. It was hinted before, and it is
with pleafure repeated now, that there are
many things in both, which jufily entitle
them to great merit and to equal praife.
That there fhould appear {o much defed,
or cven blemifh in either, 1s not {o much

to be wondercd at, as that there does not
appear more.

dcience, like the life of man, has it’s
{everal periods ; and it needs be as little

I4 won-
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wondered at that the one fhould not at-
tain to maturity in it's infant ftate, as
the other. All that can be expected in

cither is no more, than that the degrees
of maturity, or rather the progrefs to it,

fhould bé proportioned to the ftages they
muft pafs through to it. Nay thisgrad ual
progreffion in the improvements of {cience,
was not only what from the conftitution
of human nature, might have been ex-
pected, but what was alfo highly proper,
and more conducive to the great end pro-
pofed, than if the difcoveries made in it
had been more early and rapid.

The human mind is not capable of
“taking in all atonce, a wide compafs of
knowledge. It's faculties muft by de-
grees, be enlar ged for this purpole, and

light let into it as it can bear. In the
mtelle&ual as in the natural world, a full

blaze of light immediately fucceeding a
thick darknefs, could ferve only to dazzle
and confound. The gradations of light,
from an obfcure dawn to the brighteft

{plendoe,
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fplendor, are in the one cafe as well as
in the other, not only highly beautiful,
but equally ufeful. Together with the
pleafure they afford mankind in beholding
every degree of it's increafe, they at the
fame time, prepare for properly receiving
and improving them.

What is a ftill greater confirmation of
the propricty of this method of diffufing
knowledge is, that this feems to have been
the very plan upon which Providence has

proceeded. To trace the gradual openings
of this plan, and obferve the connexion of
it’s feveral parts, might be at once an

agreeable and ufeful employment. If with
this view we attentively confider the fub-
jelt, we fhall foon find reafon to con-
clude, that philofophy, with the greateft
beauty and the jufteft propriety, occupics
the place affigned to 1t, the interme-
diate pecriod betwixt the times of igno-
rance and fable which preceded it, and
thofe of brighter knowledge which fol-
Jowed after; and that it was no fmall im-

provement
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provement upon the one, and a very happy
preparation for the other.

/ It muft be acknowledged, that for a
courfe of ages, the Jews were diftinguifhed
from albaround them by the brightnefs of
their religious knowledge; and that this
they owed, in a great meafure, to the in-
ftructions of their Prophets.  Betwixt Ma-
lachi, the laft of them, and the appearance
of the great Founder of our Religion, there
was an interval of upwards of four hundred
years || . During this long period, it had
been no wonder, confidering the ftate of
the world at that time, if it had, notwith-
ftanding all the improvements in knowledge
which it had formely received from the
Jews, fallen back into the grofleft igno-
rance again. Various are the methods
which have been employed by God for the
inftru¢tion and reformation of mankind.
And is it not worthy of notice, how in this

| Malachi died about An. ante Chrift, 486. See
Prid. Connedt, &c.

period,
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period, when they muft have been otherwife
without public teachers, he raifed up a
fucceflion of eminent Philofophers, who
if they could not inftruét them fo well
as might have been withed in the prin-
ciples and knowledge of Religion, yet
{erved to check the rapid progrefs of vice,
and, though by flow degrees, to promote
the reformation of mankind ?

Befides thefe, their appearance at this
time anfwered another valuable purpofe,
The Philofophy they taught, by even the
partial Reformation it had made in the re-
lilgious faith and manners of mankind, and
the {pirit of enquiry it had excited, ferved
to turn their attention to Chriftianity,
when it was offered to the world; and
enabled them the better to judge of it’s
nature, evidence and importance.

Confidered 1n thefe feveral points of
view, the Philofophy of the antients muft
appear to have made a part of the plan
purfued by Providence for the inftrultion

of
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of mankind; to have occupied the proper
place for it; and in the meafure intended

by it, to have contributed to the moft va-
luablc interefts of mankind and of Religion.

A due atttention to what has been obferv-

ed under this fection, may enable us to form
a proper eftimate of the Philofophy of the

Ancients, {o far at leaft as it feems to have
regarded Religion, and will at once fhew
us that it neither deferves the extravagant
praifes beftowed upon 1t by fome, nor of
the illiberal cenfures thrown out againft
it by others.

But to proceed in our defign, let us
confider,

SECTION
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S ECTTI ON 1V

How jfar the Entertainments of the Stage,
as at prefent managed, are calculated to

promote THE CAUSE oF VIRTUE.
AN OTHER method pretty early
introduced, under pretence of fery-

ing the Caufe of Virtue, and ever fince

continued with various improvements, was
the exhibition of Theatrical Performances.

It muft bec owned that Dramatic Per-
formances, properly conduGedand underdue
regulations, might be made highly fervice-
able to the interefts of Virtue ; but whether
upon the whole they have been fo in fa&,
1s at leaft problematical. And that the
Reader may judge for himf{clf, how far it
1s fit for attaining fuch an end, it may
not be unproper to lay before him fome

| obfer-
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obfervations upen the manner in which the
{tage has becn, and now is generally con-

dudted.

The Performances exhibited upon 1t
arc cither of the Comic or the Tragic kind.
Both profefledly 2im at the fame end, but
in very difierent ways. The onein agay
and humorous, the other in a grave and
{olemn manner. The one, by a burleiquc
on the foibles and improprieties in human
conduct; the other, by an exhibition of

ftriking picturcs of vice, expofed with all
the art of juft puinting and reprefentation,

In thort, the onc is intended to laugh us
out of our follies, by rendering them ridi-
culous ; the other, to produce an indig-
nation againft vice, by rendering 1t odious.
But though this be the profeifed defign of
both, how fur the one or the other has fuc-
ceeded, or is calculated to promote this end,
is what we are now to enquire into.

Ths
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The defign propofed by the Theatre, as
has becn juft now hinted, is truly noble,

and fuch as could not be too much cncoy-

raged, were it invariably purfued, and the
manner of conducting it {uch as was calcu-

lated to promote it, But fo many are the
ingredients neceffary for conducting the
Drama upon a truly ufeful plan, that there
are but few, very few, if any, who have
{ucceeded 1n it.

Not only is there ncccﬁhry 2 proper
choice of the fubje&, and a folid judgment
In the manner of laying the plot, but alfo
an extenfive knowledge and corre@ tafte in
conducting it, fo as to keep up the attens
tion of the audience, intereit them in the
fate of the feveral characers, mainzain each
with juft propriety, and make all the dif-
ferent parts lead on to the cataftrophe,
which unravels the plot and winds up the
whole, -

It 1s true, 1t has almoft all the advan-
tages, were they properly improved, that
can

L]
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can arife from real life.  But who does not
know how early the ftage became profti-
tuted to the vileft purpofes, and 1n place
of being the mean of recommending virtue,
was employed to turn it into ridicule, by
making thofe who were moft diftinguithed

for it, the objeéts of the moft farcaftic jeft
and ridicule?

Is it not well known, that in this man-
ner Socrates was very early treated Dy
Ariftophanes ? Docs he not in his comedy,
called, ¢ The Clouds,” introduce himin a
manner plainly calculated to expofe him to

the contempt and rage of a licentious po-
pulace? and alas his fuccefs was but too

great !

This it is true, happened 1n the firft
period of comedy.  Then the fupreme
power being lodged in the hands of the
people, the Pocts who were their greateft
favourites,forgetting,or at leaft difregarding
all the rules of delicacy and decorum, took

the fcandalous liberty of faying what they
| pleafed
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pleafed upon the ftage, nay of introducing
living chara&ers upon it, without fo much

as the difguife of borrowed names.

But #ow 1t may be faid, Comedy has un-
dergonca rcformation which will not tole-
rate fuch illiberal abufe. Very true. Soon
after this a check was given to the licen-
tioufnefs of the Athenians, by a change in
the form of their government. The Poets
were obliged to obferve a greater caution
and more decency. And even fince that
time, 1t will no doubt be alledged, that it
has undergone ftill more improvements.
But after all, muft it not be owned, that
it 1s yet fo far from being unexcepticnable,
that it may be juftly queftioned whether,
as 1t prefently ftands, it isnot, or rather it

cannot be doubted but it is a pleafing ve-
hicle of the moft dangerous poifon ?

Upon this point I beg leave to quote the
opinion of a learned Critic of our own
country. Take 1t in his own words: < In
““ the reign of Charles the fecond ({ays he)

Vor. L, K ““ Comedy,
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Comedy, copying the manners of his li-
centious court, became abominably li-
centious, and continues fo with very lit-
tle {foftening. It is there an eftablifh-
ed rule to deck out the chief characters
with Every vice in fafhion, however
orofs. But as {uch chara&ers, viewed
in a true light, would be difguftful,
care is taken to difguife their defor-
mity, under the embellifhments of wit,
(prightlinefs and good humour, which,
in mixt company, makes a capital figure.
A young man of figure,. emancipated
at laft from the feverity and reftraint
of a College-Education, repairs to the
capital, difpofed to every {ort of excels.
The playhoufe becomes his favourite
amufement, and he is enchanted with the
eaicty and {plendor of the chief perfo-
nages. 1he difguft which vice gives
him at fict foon wears of, to make
way for ncw notions, more liberal 1n
his opinion, by which a fovereign con-
tempt of religion, and a declared war
upon the chaftity of Wives, Maids,

¢ and
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““ and Widows, are converted, from being
““ infamous vices, to be fathionable virtues.

“ The infetion fpreads gradually through
““ all ranks, and becomes univerfal. How
‘““ gladly would I liften to any one who
““ thould undertake to prove, that what I
“ have been defcribing is chimerical, but

““ the diffolutenefs of our young people of
““ birth, will not fuffer me to doubt of its
“ reality |.”  Thus our critic, with re-
fpect to Comedy. After a fentence fo de-
cifive, and from fo able a judge, it would
be fuperfluous to add any thing, upon the
expediency of it, in its prefent form, for
promoting the knowledge, and diffufing a

relith of virtue, among thofe who attend
upon the exhibition of it,

As little, I am afraid, fhall we be able
to find a proper {yftem of moral condu&
In the performances of the Tragic clafs,

which makes {uch a diftinguifhed figure

upon the Pcage.

| Llements of Criticiim. Vel. 1, p. <6,

K 2 {am
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I am aware that the opinion of the juftly
celebrated Mr. Addifon ftands in oppofi-

tion to this. A perfe& Tragedy he calls
the nobleft produltion of human nature,
and, as fuch, capable of giving the mind
one of the moft dclightful and moft 1m-
proving entertainments ; calculated, he
{ays, to wear out of our thoughts every
thing that is mecan and little; to cherifh
and cultivate that humanity, which is the
ornament of our nature; to foften infolence,
footh afliction, and {ubdue the mind to the
difpenfations of Providence §. An highen-
comium indecd upon this {pecies of writng.
Itwere to bewithed thattheeffects produced
by it, were any way equal to what he fays
might be expected from 1t.  But notwith-
{tanding all my veneration for the judgment
of thistruly great man, and excellent writer,
I muft take the liberty to fay that there
arc many thines (fome of which refpect the
plot; fome, the ftrudure; and {ome, the
manner and circumftances of the exhibi-

§ Spuctator. V. I, No. 20

© tion
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tion of our plays) which mu# ever concur
to defeat the fauguine expectations of the
admirers of the ftage, in fuivour of much
moral or religious Improvernent,

Many of the performances of the Tragic
clafs, it is readily owned, difcover no {iall
literary and poetic merit, ereat judzment,
and no lefs grandeur and elevation of fenti-
ment, purity of dittion, and delicacy of
tafte: But ““a perfe& tragedy,” 1t is {uf~
pected, has never yet anpeared.  And as
for the common run of tragedy, it is
too obvious to cfcape the notice of any,
that the plot is oft times fo laid, 2nd the
feveral parts {o conduéted, as to corrupt,
rather than improve the morals of the
{fpectators ; to inftru® in the arts of in-
trigue, to imflame the lawlefs pafiton, and
leflen the horror of vice, from the manner
and drefs in which it is exhibited. Zmour
and futrigue feldom fail to make a diflin-
guifhed figure, in the performances calcu-
lated for our modern ftage. In thefe it is
no uncommon thing to fee frailtier, yea,

K 3 even
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even vices, reprefented as virtues. Pride,
dignified with the name of Greatnefs of
mind — Revenze, called Herotfin — A Soft-
nefs of temper, approaching to effeminacy,
honoured with the title of fenfibility: W hile
that firmnefs and refolution, under the 1n-
fluence of which one dares to be juft and

virtuous amidit all the temptations to the
contrary, is branded with the epithets of
{avage and inhumane. And needs one to be
told, how plays of fuch a complexion
have 2 tendency to corrupt and debauch the
mind ?

The deformity of vice is no fecurity a-
eainft the danger of it. Accuftomed to
behold it, the horror of it gradually wears
off and thocks us lefs, and fo we ftand more
expofed to be hurt by the repeated {oli-
citations ; nay, if we do not fave ourfelves
by a timous and {peedy retreat, we run
a thoufand rifks of being overcome by it.
This fentiment is beautifully exprefled by
a Poet of our own copntry, in the follow-
ing lines :

Vice
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Vice is a Monfter of fuch frightful mein,
As to be hated, nceds but to be feen »

But feen too oft, familiar with her face,
We firft endure, then pity, then embrace,
Pore’s Effay on Man,

And if, notwithftanding it’s native ugli-
nefs and deformity, it is fo apt to make an
caly conqueft of the unwary {pe@ator,
how great muft be the danger from it,
when as is oft the cafe in our modern

plays, it is decked over with 21l thofe gaudy

plumes, which may not only conceal it’s
deformity, but under fuch a difguife, cap-

tivate the unguarded and unfufpecting
heart ?

But were the play, in it’s plot and the ex-
ecutton of it, altogether unexceptionable,
there are other things which muft ever
prevent the falutary effects of it.

The cclebrated critic before mentioned
very juitly obferves, that, << Fable operates
““on our pafiions, by reprefenting  it’s
“events as pafling in our fight, and by

K 4 ‘“ dcluding



[ 136 ]

« deluding us into a conviction of reality.
«« Hence in epic and dramatic compoli-
¢ tions, cverycircumitance ought t beem-
« ployed that may promote the dclufion 1.
« But if we once begin to doubt of their
« reality, farewell all relifh and concern.
«« This is an unhappy cifect, after which 1t
¢« will require more than an ordinary effort
¢ to reftore the waking dream *,

By thefe obfervations, juft and folid 1in-
deed, becaufe deduced from an attention
to human nature, let us examine the claim
which this fpecies of Dramatic writing
makes to the merit of promoting the caufe

of virtue, by promoting the knowledge and
the love of it.

It is readily ackncwledged that during
the action, we may, by a kind of fafcina-
tion, which the charms of exhibition carry
along with them, be fo tranfported with

t Elements of Criticifm, Vol. I p. 381.
% Ibid. Vol. 1. p. 102,

the
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the {cene before us, as to forget that thofe
who at the different parts are but fic-
titious, and not real chara@ers; but this
deception, and of confequence the pleafure
which attends it, is but fhort lived. We go
to the playhoufe with the full convi@tion of
this, and we return from 1t with the {fame,
and therefore are apt to fteel our minds, if
we are but {o difpofed, againft the falutary
impreffions they might receive from an
exhibition whether of good or bad charac-
ters.  We need only keep in view that
they are but fictitious, that they exift only
1n 1magination and not in real life, and they
are not the objects proper to move and 1n-
tereft our hearts, We can ealily perfuade
ourfelves, if but our inclination leans that
way, that the virtues of the one are fet too
high for human ambition to reach, and

that the vices of the other are too thocking
to admit of imitation,

Another thing that contributes to wea-
ken, or render lefs {fenfible that imprefiion
of reality, which fhould be carefully kept

alive,
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alive, at leaft during the exhibition, in
order to render them agreeable, is the drefs
of our plays; all of which, a few excepted,
run, if not in the ftarched, fettered num-

bers of rhyme, in the ftyle of blank verfe.

!

That they fhould have all the ornaments
and imagery that the fancy of the poet can
give them, in order to intercft the paflions,
15 readly allowed. But may they not enjoy

all thefe advantages without this f{pecies
of wverfification? Mr. Addifon indeed,
thinks it happily adapted to tragedy, as a
due medium between rhyme and profe §. It
1s true, 1t may, as he obferves, fometimes
enter unobferved into our common dif-
courfe, but muft it not be owned, that
in the ferioufnefs of converfation, in the
depth of politcks, in the intrigues of ftate,
in the foft interviews of amour, in the {ud-
den fallies of paffion, in the rage of anger,
in the exultation of joy, or in the heavy
preflure of grief and forrow, no man ftu-

§ Spedtator, Vel. I. No. 39.

dioufly
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dioufly feeks {fuch manner of exprefiion, or
falls into it naturally, thro’ all the wind-
ings of a Jong difcourfe? In thefe, and
the like fcenes, which often occur in the
courfe of the drama, does not the ufe of it
appear unnatural, and as {uch, has it not
a tendency to defeat the very defign of it’s
application ?

Another great impropriety, infeparable
from the ftage, and of a very hurtful ten-
dency, is the too frequent oppofition be-
twixt the real charaters of thofe who ap-
pear on the ftage, and thofe they are
obliged to perfonate in the drama.

A writer of approved tafte and judgment
has an obfervation with refpe@ to mufic,
which will apply with equal propricty to
the ftage. He fays that, “ The effedt of it
““ may fometimes be loft by an unhappy

““ affoctation of ideas with the perfon and
‘““ charatter of a performer. When we
““ hear at the Oratorio an Italian eunuch
““ {queaking forth the vengeance of divine

wrath,
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‘¢ wrath, or a gay, lively {trumpet pour-
¢ ing forth the complaint of a deeply
‘¢ penitent and contrite heart, we cannot
“ prevent our being hurt by fuch an affo-
¢« ciation§.” Such an unnatural difcord
between, the character of a performer and
the part which is given him to alt, 1s no

uncommon thing upon the ftage. And
indeed, from the variety of characters

which are neceflarily introduced on it, this,
as was hinted before, 1s unavoidable ; but
is not the ground of offence acknowledged
to be given in the one cafe, equally {trong
in the other?

This is not the only bad confequence
that arifes from this practice. It is not
even the greateft. It deferves to be con-
fidered, if this mixt and unatural junction
of chara&ers, which we fometimes behold
in the player, and that dexterity with
which he can fupport a charater upon the
ftage, to which we know he can have no

§ Dr. Gregory’s Comparative View, &c. Edit. 4. p. 160

PI'e"'
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pretenfions in life, has not a tendency, by

a deceitful aflociation of ideas, to lead us
to fufpet fuch an unnatural union in real

life, where there may be no juft ground
for it; injurioufly to conclude that many
are but fuch actors upon the ftage of life,
as thofe we behold upon the theatre, and
that they owe all the brilliancy of their
charatter, not to any real merit they are
poflefled of, but to the drapery of out-
ward ornaments, and the mafterly fkill
with which they aé their refpe@ive parts.
Upon this principle is it not, that fome
have entertained a fufpicion of the virtue
of the beft of women, becaufe perhaps
they have found fome of a proftitute cha-
racter under the guife of modefty ? And
fhouid this circumftance, unavoidable in
the drama, be found to lead, whether by
a jult or wrong train and affociation of
1deas, to fuch a jealoufy and fufpicion of
charaGers in real life, the confequences
to focicty are too obvious to eftape any,
and too fhocking to be thought on with-
out horror.

Thefe
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Thefe are not the only improprieties
which appear in the conduc of the mo-
dern ftage. What think you of thefe In-
terludes, or Entertainments of Mufic, which
are introduced between the feveral aéts of
the play, while the {cenes and decorations
of the ftage arc fhifting, and the actors
change their drefles ? In this pracice there
might have been a propriety, when, in the

carly age of tragedy, it was no more than
a Hymn fung in honour of Bacchus, and
had not become dramatic by the intro-
du&ion of feveral aGors. Then the length
of the fong, and the fatigue that muft ne-
ceffarily have attended 1, made certain re-
citations highly cxpedicnt for the reliet of
the finger. DBut now it may Dc qucﬁioned
if fuch Intcrludes are of any advantage ;
pay 1if they have not a tendency  to
counteract the very defign which the play
is intended to promote. If any arc permit-
ted, they fhould be only fuch as are con-
ne&ed with, or related to the leading parts
of the drama, and yct (to ufe the words of
the laft cited writer) ¢ we may fee the

‘¢ want
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““ want of public tafte in the mufic per-
 formed between the a&®s in tragedy,
‘“ where the tone of pafiion is often broke

““ i upon and deftroyed by airy and im-
‘“ pertinent muiic§.”

This method taken to diffipate the {pirits,
which it is the defign of tragedy to collet
and compofe, brings to my remembrance
another glaring impropriety, and that is
the manner of finihing the whole, by an
Epilogue or Farce, the tendency of which
1s commonly to wear off any ferious im-
preffions, which the former exhibition

might have made upon the audience, and
throw back their {pirits intoa ftate of diffi-

pation, as that which is beft difpofed to re-
lifth fuch entertainments. Such an Epilo-

oue 15 but too common upon the En-
glifh ftage. Confidered as the conclufion

of an entertainment profefledly of the moral
and ferious kind, it is in a very juft and

. 1 _ o
poignant burlefque, compared by an admt

§ Dr. Gregory’s Comp. View, p. 160.

rable
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rable writer of our own country|l, to
g after a fermon, as if it was neceflary
to fend the people merry home, and they
were in danger from remaining, but for ever
fo fhort a time, in a mood any way gravce
and f{edate.

[ am forry to add, that many of thefe
Epilogues or Iarces are in their ftruture
calculated to do more than diffipate, even
to corrupt the mind, by that torrent of
obfcene wit and double entendre which 1s

thrown out upon thefe occafions. And
what is a fad prefumption that our man-
ners and tafte are in no {mall degree already
corrupted, notwithftanding our boafted
improvement and refinement 1n both, do we
not find that which in a private circle,
would be called rude and barbarous ruf-
ticity, not only tolerated on the ftage, but
witnefled without any marks of difappro-

bation, very often with figns of feeming
p]eafurc?

| Speétator.

The
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The modeft Fan is lifted up no more,
And Virgins {mile at what they blufh'd before.
Pore’s Eflay on Criticifm.

How unlike this to the Athenian audi-
ence, who, upon the firft mention of forme-
thing obfcene upon their ftage, all rofe up
and left the aftors to infer their difguft, by
their retiring from the theatre ? And what
pity is it, that we who pretend to vye
with them in true politenefs, and in re-
finement and delicacy of tafte, fhould in
this inftance at leaft, fall fo far fhort of
them ?

‘“ But 1t may be faid, what if the juftnefs
““ of all thefe remarks thould be admitted,
““ they do not ftrike againft the inftitution of
““ the ftage, but the bad regulation, or if you
““ will, the corruption of it ? Under proper
““ management, there is nothing to hinder

““ 1t’s ufefulnefs, as a mean of promoting our
‘“ moral improvement and becoming highly
‘“ ferviceable to the caufe of virtue.” V ery
true. But where have we ever heard of
a ftage thus regulated ? Neither is it a

Voi. I, L thing
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thing we are encouraged to look for. The
very nature of the entertainment forbids {o

much as the hopes of it. The profit of
the a&ors and undertakers depends upon
the attcndance of a proper audience ; and
while this is voluntary and not conftrained,
it is evident, they will infift upon having

the entertainment {uited to their tafte; and
thofe who have the dire&tion, and are to

reap the profits, will be ready to gratify it.
Thus the Theatre, in place of giving law
to the public, receives it from them ; and
a reformation in the ftruGure of our plays,
and the managment of the theatre, if ever
it is to be expeCted, muft, in place of being
the Canfé, become the Effeé of a reforma-
tion in thofe who attend it.

Befides thefe particular effects of the
Theatre, fome of which relate to the pieces
reprefented, fome to the players, and fome
to the regulations of the ftage; there are

others which cannot {o properly be {aid
to arife from any of thefe, as from the en-

tertainment in general, which point 1t
out
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out as a mean very unfit for promoting
moral improvement,

Not to infift, that from the very nature
of it, it is not calculated for exten{ive ufe-
fulnefs, the number of a®ors, and the ex-
penfive apparatus and machinery that is re-
quilite, necefarily circumfcribing it ; has it
not a tendency to difcourage a tafte for
fimple and natural pleafures ; to cherith
an impatience of home; a paflion for
fauntering ; a neglect of the duties of DI~
vate and ‘domeftic life; idlenefs, luxury,
cxtravagance, diffipation of {pirit, and a
thoufand other namelefs evils | ?

In fhort, if we confult the opinion of
the more {ober and thinking part of man-
kind upon the fubje& of the ftage, in the
{everal periods of it's exiftence, or obferve
the effetts produced by it, we can, from

| See Rouffeau’s Epiftle to Mr. I’ Alembert, concersi-
ing the propricty of cfiablifhing a Playhoufe at Geneva.

L 2 neither
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neither entertain a very high opinion of it's
importance to the interefts of virtue.

Plato was fc; {enfible of the danger that

might arife from an improper management
of the ftdge, or a promifcuous admiffion of
the feveral pieces which might be intended
for it, that he was either for banifhing it
altogether from his republic, or {ubjecting
all the entertainments of this kind toa {evere
examination of proper judges, before they
could be licenfed for attion*. A very

proper hint this to be attended to, where
fuch exhibitions have the {anétion of go-

vernment, but perhaps not fo much re-
earded as it ought.

Epiétetus ||, who, though not a man of
the world in the modern {enie of the phrafe,

will be owned by all, who have read his

writings with attention, to have been well
acquainted with human nature, gives it as

% Plato de Leeib, Lib. 7.
| Epitot. Enchirid. cap. 44.

his
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his opinion, that there is no great advan-
tage to be got by a frequent attendance on
the flage, yea feems to infinuate, that we
are 11 no fmall danger from it, if we are
not at the proper pains to moderate our
paffion for it, and thereby prevent our being
hurried into thefe excefies of conduét to
which it would otherwife lead us.

At Athens, where the ftage was firft
crected, fo great did the corruption of it be-
come very early, that we find it condemn-
cd by public authority. And among the
Romans, though it feems to have had the
fanCtion of government, yet {fo fenfible
were they of the dangers that might arifa
from a growing paffion for it in the people,
that it was at firft introduced under f{evere

reftrictions §. Pompey was the firft who
citablifhed a permanent Theatre, and we

find him feverel}r cenfured for it. And
even in fome of the more degenerate pe-

riods of therr common-wealth, it was far
§ Valer. Maxim. Lib. ii, cap. iv.

L 3 from
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from meeting with generdl approbation.
Nay, as late as the fourth Confulfhip of

Nero, with Cornelius Cofius, 1t was looked
on by the the lefs diffipated part of the
Citizens, as a moft unhappy but too {uc-
cefsful mean of corrupting the ancient and
venerable ufages of their own Country, by
introducing thofe of foreign ftates among
them ; and of contributing greatly to {loth,
effeminate pleafures, and 1n thort, to 2
thameful diffolution of manners |[.

Nor was the opinion of danger from the

ftage peculiar to antient times. Some of
the beft judges among the moderns have

declared their appreheniions of it. < All
«« great diverfions (fays M. de Rochefou-
«« cault) are dangerous to a Chriftian. But
«« of all that have been invented, there is
¢« none we have fo much reafon to fear as
« Plays. The paffions arc there fo natu-
« rally and artfully delineated, that they

« raife and imprint them in our heart,

| Tacit. Annal. Lib. xiv.

¢c efpccial]y
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“-efpecially that of love, and principally
‘““ when it is reprefented as chafte and ho-
“ neft; for the more innocent it appears
““ to nnocent fouls, the more capable they
‘““are of being affe®ed with it*.” And
cven our own government {eems {o {enfible
of the danger that may arife from too great
an indulgence of fuch entertainments, that
they feldom chufe to encourage them,
in places of Commerce, or the Seats of
Learning : And any encouragemenr they

have given, is rather in a political, than
1n any other view.,

In this refpedt, like the public fhews
among the Greeks and Romans, they may
be tolerated to afford entertainment to
thofe whofe time hangs heavy upon them

to divert thofe of a pragmatic, plodding,
ntriguing turn, from difturbing the ftate;
and to diffipate that excefs of wealth among
the induftrious poor, which would otherwifc

* M. Rollin’s Belles Lettres, Vol, IV. P. 341.

L 4 reinain
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remain an ufclefs heap in the poffeffion of
the rich and opulent. With fuch views
as thefe only can they cxpeét the counte-
nance of a well regulated Goverument.

In the above ftriGtures upon the ftage,
the Author has ventured to differ from
fome, equally approved for the goodnefs of
their tafte, and of their manners: Such he
will always efteem. It1s with pain he is
obliged to difter from them : But if he can-
not convince, he is, at leaft, happy to
think he cannot offend perfons of this
chara@er. The ftage has afforded {ubject
for many angry difputcs, Both the pa-
trons and adverfaries of it, have perhaps
with too much warmth, delivered their
re{pective fentiments concerning it, Such
heat of temper can be of fervice tono caufe,
and very often prcjudices even the beft.
Senfible of this, the Author has ftudiouily
avoided it, upon this and the other fubjelts
which have come under his confideration 1n
thefe {heets. He has endeavoured to plead
the caufe he has efpoufed the beft he can;

and
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and perfuaded that this may be done with
all the force of argument, without being
obliged to any of the illiberal arts of rail-
lery and bad manners, he has with equal
attention ftudied the one, and guarded

againft the other :--~And will reckon him-
felf happy 1if the candid public fhall be of

opinion that he has donc fo.

S ECTTION V,

O/ the Subferviency of msderin Romance to the
Tuterefts of Virtue.

S there arc but comparatively few,

whoie fituation and circumfitances in
life will allow them the entertainment, or
if you will, the infiruction of the ftage,
another method of conveying both has
been devifed, lefs fevere than Philofophy,
feemingly more ferious than Poetry, and
aiming at all the advantages of the ftage,

cxceptin g
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excepting that which arifes from an aGual
exhibition of the Drama, T mean Romance.

It would be needlefs to trouble the reader
with a particular account of the origin of
this pgeies of writing ; or to trace it’s
progrefs through the feveral countries it has

pafled in its way to our’s ; or to take no-
tice of the feveral forms in which it has

appeared, and the improvements it has re-
cetved. Let us take it as we find it at pre-
fent 1n our country, and confider how far it
1s calculated to ferve the caufe of Religion
and virtue. '

This mode of writing is, among many
in the prefent age, in the greateft voguc.
Hence thofe fwarms of Romances and No-
vels, which every day iffuc from the prefs,
meet with {uch a favourable reception from
the public, and have fo many admirers.
However, I hope they will bear with me a
little, while, in the execution of my plan,
I take the liberty to offer a few firictures

upon
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upon this mode of entertanment and 1n-
ftruction, and examine the pretenflons 1t
makes to merit in thefe rcfpe@ts.

It is not denied but this {pecies of writing
might be made not only innocent and
agreeable, but alfo highly uictul, and con-
ducive to many excellent and noble pur-
pofes. It can as little be denied, that
among the writings of this kind which our
own country has produced, there are fome
which difcover an uncommon compafs of
invention, knowledge of human nature,
{prightlinefs of fancy, corretnefs of judg-
ment, elegance in the manner, tafte in
the {truGture, and neatnefs in the drefs of
them; and in which the principal charac-
ters are through the whole admirably fup-
ported, and every feature feems drawn from

the life.

Thefe works of fancy and imagination,
as they are addrefled, {o they feem parti-
cularly fuited, to the gay and lively. To
fuch, if formed upon a proper plan, they

might
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might read letures upon Morality, which
they would not perhaps have patience to
hear delivered from the pulpit, or in a

more grave and ferious tone. Butis therc

no danger even to fuch, from too oreat an
indulgence of tafte for compofitions of this

clafs? They are people of this caft of mind
who generally beftow moft time upon

them; and I own that, if their life muft
be fpent in amufement, it is humane and
benevolent in thofe who can, to provide

that amufement for them which is moft in-
nocent. And good it were, that #47s was

always fo. But is it not, alas! too often
the contrary ? Framed to intcreft fome of
the moft foft and tender pafftons, do not
many of our romances ferve to infame
them, by the fcenes through which they
lead them, and {o do they not often be-

come the pleafinz vehicle of a dangerous

polfon? And perhaps it deferves to be con-
{idered, if the abundance of firch writings

1s not one of thofe tainted fources, from
which proceed, in a great meafure, not
only the corruption of the tafte, but alfo

of
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of the manners, of the prefent age, and

that fpirit of intrigue, licentioufnefs, and

diffiipation, which muft be obferved by all,

and 1s juftly lamented by many. At leaft,

if we may judge of their merit from 2 fong

obfervation of their cffe@s, we fhall have
no great reafon to extol it.

It1s true, writings of this nature have
encouraged a tafte for reading, beyond what
obtained in former time; buta reading, for
the moft part with no other view but for
entertainment and amufement, and the
pleafure they give, by exciting and grati-
tying curiofity ; the one, from the intri-
cacy of the ftory, and the other, from the
variety of anecdotes with which it abounds
and 1s diverfified. But may 1t not be ob-
ferved, which is more than a counterha-
lance to any advantage that can refult from
reading of this nature, that in propertion
as the tafte for it increafes, it is for every
other more grave {pecies of compofition
diminithed, and that to fuch a aegree
among the polite and elegant, or thofe

whg
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who affeé to be called Men of taffe, that

they even appear naufeated at the moft im-
portant and intcrefting truths, if they fhall
appear but 1in a plain and fimple, and not
in a gaudy and tinfel drefs.

What ! is Religion, 15 Virtue degene-
rated into a mere found to pleafe a delicate

ear? Has Virtue no charms to recommend
herfelf, independent of thofe glittering or-

naments in which fome delight to exhibit
her to the view of others? Never does fhe
appear more lovely than in her native fim-
plicityf All borrowed ornaments ferve ra-
ther to conceal, than fet oft her beauty to
advantage. And yet, by being accuftomed
to behold her, decked out in all the finery
in which the moft inventive imagination
can drefs her, they come at length to look
upon her with indifference where this 1s
wanting. When fhe fpeaks to them
without any parade, they are apt to turn a
deaf ear to her. What! muft he that tells
me my houfc is on fire, or would fave me
from falling over a precipice, make a gen-

tecl
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teel harangue to fecure my attention, and
awaken my regard for my own fafety ?
Nothing can be more abfurd than the very
fuppofition. Not that I would condemp
attention to the propricty and purity of
diction, in performances of a grave and
interefting nature. Far otherwife. Per.
haps this is too little ftudied. But at the
fame time, will it not be owned that this
may be carried too far? If at any period,
what is called tafte and fine compofition,
comes, even where the caufe of real good-
nefs is concerned, to be more rehthed by
a certain clafs of people, than religious
fecling and fentiment, it is full time to
check the growing evil.

The manner of romance-writing, befides
the inconveniencies already noticed, is at-
tended with others, which go a great way

to defeat the f&lutary purpofes propofed by
it.

In delineating the charaders of their he-
roes or heroines, the writers of romance

arc
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are like painters, who, though they own
that Nature is the rule they are to follow,
in forming their piCtures of beauty, contend
that Art has the privilege of perfefting
them.

It is reported of Zcuxis, an ancient
painter, that being employed by the inha-
bitants of Crotona, a city of Calabria, to
make for their Temple of Funo, a female
figure, he defired the liberty of fecing their
handfomeft virgins ; and that out of thele
he chofe five, from whofe feveral excellen-
cies he formed a moft perfect figure 1n fea-
tures, fhape, and colouring, and called 1t

Helena.

I.ike him, the authors of many of our
romances, to form their hero or heroine,

or their principal characers, borrow fea-
turcs from one, proportion from another,
complexion from a third, and thus form a
Phenix, as much fabulous among the hu-
man, as among the winged kind ; a crea-

ture, only of a lively fancy, not to be met
with
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with 1n real life, and indecd no where Dbt
i {uch romantic aeferiptions.  Such g
picture may admit of an apology 1n pain-
ters.  In drawing the picture of Leouty, as
they can find no original in any one per-
fon, from whom they can take it, muft
they not therefore form it from an afieme
blage of thofe features they can find and
think beft ? If, according to the theology
of ancient times, they are to form a picture
of any aof the gods or goddefles, it is but
natural to reunite in the idea they form of
them, as in their centre, all that beant y and
perfection which are to be found fcattered
among their works, and thus to give their
pictures all the hei ghtening they can reccive
from the fineft fancy, the niceft hand, and
the moft delicate pencil. But there can
be no fuch excufe for the writers of ro-
mance. Their bufinefs’is {o to pamt Vir-
tue, that it may feem to be taken {rom real
life, and fo be the more eafily copied back
mto it again, Whereas, by enlerging the
proportions beyond what is human, thig
effc@ is in a great meafure prevented.

Vor. I. M The
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The Reader confiders the picture fet before

him, as an object rather to be gazed upon
with admiration, than with the leaft hopes
of an approximation to it, or a tolerable
refemblance of it. Executed on this plan,
fuch performances may pleafe and dazzle
the imagination at firft fight, but will never
fail to difzuft a truc tafte upon a deliberate
review.

But indeed it muft be owned, that the
greateft part of this {pecies of writing does
not fall under this cenfure. More are to be
found whofe fault lics in reprefenting man-
kind too much as they really are, in digni-
fying vice with the venerable name of fome
virtue; in decking her with a borrowed
but gaudy plumage, and thereby captivat-
ing the heart of the unwary and unguarded.

But wcre the features, proportions, and
colouring of the pictures which are drawn,
all fuch as might be found in real life, more
is neceflary to pleafe and inftruct, by an

exhi-

L)



[ 163 ]

exhibition of them. There muft appear
nothing unnatura) in the manner in which
they are brought into public view, or ij
other words (to drop the metaphor) a firi@ -
regard muft be had to the manper 1n which
the plot is laid and carried on, to the {tenes
with which it is diverfified ; and cvery
tranfgreflion againft the rules of charaller,
time, or place, muft be carefully avoided,
For example, to introduce the grave Cato,
prattling away in the language of a cox-
comb---to reprefent a venerable Senator,
in the drefs of a Harlequin---Alexander
the Great carrying on the fiege of Tyre
with a formidable train of artillery, and
laying the town in ruins by a furious bom-
bardment,---or the murder of Cafar in g
modern drawing-room, muit, all at once,
appear very grofs Improprieties, and by
the difguft they would excite, defeat the
defign intended by fuch exhibitions. The
junction of circumftances in any of thefe
cafes muft appear fo unnatural, as to de-
ftroy the very appearance of verifimilitude
or probability. And vyet, to keep up the

M 2 atten-
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atiention of the Reader, through a long
{ories of events, and intercft him in the 1f-
fic of them, the fable in romance, as well
as the dramatic writings of the {tage, muft
be Jfz:t:mt:iu&e:cil {o as to delude us into at leaft
a temporary conviction of reality. To
excite in us an ambition of profiting from
the feveral parts of it, there muft appear
nothing unnatural or difproportioned ; all
muft fcem probable. But will the moft
enthufiaftic admirers of this fpecies of
writing alledge, that a {triét regard to thefe,
and f{uch other rules of propriety, 1s con-
ftantly obferved? They will not. Some
picces indeed it muft be owncd there are,
in which they are obferved with the moft
exad delicacy. But there are many more
‘o which it is otherwife. To mention
only one inftance, of the many which might
be pitf:lled on, The Adventures of Sir
Launcelst Greaves.  This 1 fingle out,

becaufe it firft occurs to me, not becaule
the moft culpable.

The
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The gencral intention of the perforn-
ance feems to be good, and it has no {mall

fhare of merit in many parts of the execey-
tion. It contains an excellent burlefque
upon the peculiarities of fome chara&ers
which are introduced into 1it, fuch as thofe
of the Sea Captain, the Lawyer, the
Praéitioner ip Midwifery and surgery, and
the Country Juftice, Thefe, {o far as he

has occafion to toych them, are drawn with

2 very nice pencil, and in very natural co-
lours.

But does it not deferve to be remarked
.25 a glaring Impropriety in laying the plot,
that he introduces a Knight Errant as the
hero of his plece, though all the feenes and

adventures, through which he pafies, refer
to the prefent times »

It 1s acknowledged that the firlt inftitu-
tion of Chivalry had fomcthing very noble
for the obje&t of it. Valour, generofity,
and a high fenfe of honour were the pecu-
har virtues of it. Tt was admirably fuited

M 2 to
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to thofe feudal ages, in which it took it’s
rife, was highly ufeful to encourage and
improve that tafte for arms, which in
thofe times was fo much valued, and ne-
ceflary to reprefs the evils of various kinds,
which arofe from the confufion and vio-
lence of thofe rude ages. But {till after
all, when judged of coolly, it muft be
owned to have had fomething romantic in
it, as it did, in a manner, wreft the {word
of Juitige out of the hand of the magiitrate,
and put it 1nto the hand of every one,
whofe own ambition might make him af-
pire to this honour, or on whom the hu-
mour and caprice of another Knight might
beftow it. But whatever might be
pleaded for the inftitution of this order,
and the honours which were paid to 1t 1n
thofe ages of but comparatively little c1-
vilization, there can be no reafon for con-
tinuing either 1n this, and therefore where
can be the propriety of reprefenting the

hero of this romance 1in this antiquated
charater, which, in place of commanding

refpect



Severs] things in the chara&er and co.
duct of this hero muft be allowed to be
praife-worthy, and as fych are held up ta
the view of the Reader, thyt pe might
piofit by them. But, befides that from
the chara&er ip which he appears, it is all
4t once difcerned to he only a fiditious
one, it is fubmitted tq the judgment of
the Reader how far it is proper for imita-
tion, becaufe through the whole there ap-

pears fuch a ftrange mixture of perfection
and foible, a feries of adventures fo djf;_

mular to thofe which are relithed at pre-
fent, that they cannot fail to excite 4 mean
idea of the charader ip general ; yea and

beget a {ufpicion of infanity in the perfon
who fupports it,

To introduce oyr hero, in the courfe of
his wild adventures, into every fray he
hears of, thot gh always with a view to
{upport the injured ; to cngage him in the

M 4 clections
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ele@ions for Members of Parliament, with
a defign to prevent the unhappy effects of ve-
nality and corruption, though at the fame
time he had no other right tomeddie in thofe
{cenes of politice, but what the fancied
privileges o nis order gave him: To re-
reprefent him in 1is manner, 1s to allow
him virtue, courage, gener>ity, humanity,
but to deny him that judgment and pru-
dence, which are neceflury to render any
chara&er refpeftable, or qualities the moft
amiable that can be imagined, extenfively
ufeful. Somec epifodes there are in this
piccc not unentertaining, butl might at the
fame time obferve, that fome of them have
tuch a diftant relation to the main defign of
‘it, that they ought to have been altogether
omitted, or to have been thorter. DBut as
my defign docs not lead me to offer a
critique upon the whole of this perform-
ance, but only to illuftrate fome of the pre-
ceding obfervations, by a few {trictures
upon it, thofe I have made may fuilice for

that purpofe.
When
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When the Reader is pleafed to review
with attention what has been offered upon
the {ubjeét of this Section, he will ceafe to
wonder that fo few of the pieces, written in
the ftyle of romance, fhould pleafe thofe
of a juft and improved tafte. Drefied up
by the hand of Fancy, and fet off with
every tinfel ornament it can colled, they
may attraét the attention and excite the

admiration of many, of whom it may be
{aid, that

Some to Conceit alone their tafte confine .

And glitt’ring thoughts ftruck out at ev’ry line;
Pleas’d with a work where nothing’s juft or fit;
One glaring chaos, and wild heap of wit,—
Poets, like Painters, thus, unfkill'd to trace
The naked nature and the living orace,

With gold and jewels cover ev’ry part,

And hide with ornaments their want of art.
Others for Language all their care exprefs,
And value books, as women men for drefs:
Their praife is ftill,—The ftylc is excellent :
‘The fenfe, they humbly take upon content,

Pore’s Effay on Criticifm,

For
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For fuch reafons as thefe they may pleafe
the fuperficial reader for a few moments,

but as the hold they take off the more
noble and fympathetic paffions is but flight,
the fpell is foon broken by which they
ratfed admirration. A little refleGion roufes
the enchanted perfon out of his pleafing
dream, Wrings him to his fenfes again,
and annihilates any good impreflions it
might have made upon him.

While the many thus gaze and wonder
at the imagined beauties and perfections of
thofe fathionable inftruétors,—the ferious,
thinking, judicious few, cannot help view-
ing their real blemithes and faults with a

juft, though perhaps fometimes filent con-
tempt and difpleafure.

If authorities were neceflary to give
weight to the preceding obfervations on
Romance, thefe are not wanting. I fhall
fatisty myfelf, and I hope the Reader too,
by mentioning only a few. Their opinion
on this fubje@ will be allowed to be deci-

five,
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five, becaufe the opinion of thofe who
have given the moft unqueftionable proofs,

—of their attention to human nature, in
their obfervations upon it, and—of the de-
licacy of their tafte in the manner in which
they have communicated them to the pub-
lic. Take their opinioni in their own
words. We fhould do it injuftice by at-
tempting to exprefs it in any other.

¢ When entertainment is made the ve-
“ hicle of inftru&ion (fays Dr. Fordyce)
‘“ nothing furely can be more harmlefs,
““ agreeable, or ufeful.  To prohibit young
““ minds the perufal of any writings where
‘“ Wifdom addrefles the affe@ions in the
““ language of imagination, may be {ome-
““ times well meant, but muft be always
““ Injudicious. Some fuch writings un-
‘“ doubtedly there are; the oftspring of
“ real genius, cnlightened by knowledge
““ of the world, and prompted, it is to be
““ hoped, by zeal for the improvement of
‘““youth. Amongft the few of this kind
““ which I have feen, I cannot but look on

thofe
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¢« thole of Mr. Richardfon as well intitled
“ to the firft rank; an author, of whom
“ an indifputable judge has, with equal
¢ truth and energy, pronounced, ¢ that he
« taught the paffions to move at the com-
¢« mand of reafon.” An author, I will
‘“yenture to add, to whom your fex are
“ under fingular obligations for his uncom-
““ mon attention to their interefts ; but par-
““ ticularly for prefenting, in a character fuf-
““ tained throughout with incxpreflible pa-

« thos and dclicacy, the moft exalted ftan-
““ dard of female excellence that was ever

‘“ held up to their imitation. I would be
‘“ underftood to except that part of Cla-
“ riffa’s condu®, which the author meant
““ to exhibit as exceptionable. Setting this
““ afide, we find in her charadter a beauty,
“ a {weetnefs, an artlefinefs—what thalt I
““ fay more? a fanctity of fentiment and
““ manner, which I own for my part I have
““ never {een equalled in any book of that
“fort: yet fuch, at the fame time, as ap-

‘¢ pears
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** pears no way impracticable for any wo-
‘““ man who is ambitious of excelling.

‘“ Befide the beautiful productions of

¢ that incomparable pen, there feem to me
““ to be very few, in the ftyle of novel, that
““you can read with fafety, and yet fewer
““ that you can read with advantaze, What
““ thall we fay of certain books, which we
““are aflured (for we have not read tnem)
‘““are in their ovwn nature {o fhemeful, in
““ their tendency fo pefliferous, and contain
‘““ fuch rank treafon againft the royalty of
“virtue, fuch horrible violation of all de-
‘“ corum, that fhe who can bear to perufe

““ them, muft in her fou] be g proftitute,
““ let her reputation in life be what it will,

‘““ But can it be true, fay ye chafte ftars,
““ that with inumerable eyes 1nfpeét the
““ midnight behaviour of mortals; can it be
‘“ true, that any young woman, pretending
““ to decency, fhould endure for a2 moment

‘“ to look on this infernal brood of futility
““and lewdnefs ?

““* Nor
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¢« Nor do I condemn thefe writings only,
¢¢ that withan effrontery which defies the

¢ Jaws of God and men, carry on their
¢ forehead the mark of the beaft. We

«“ confider the general run of novels as ut-
““ terly unfit for you. Inftruction they
‘ convey none. They paint fcenes of plea-
“¢ fure and paffion, altogether improper for
““ yvou to behold, even with the mind’s eye.
“ Their defcriptions are often loofe and lu-
¢ {cious in 2 high degree; their reprefenta-
« tions of love between the fexes are almoft
« univerfally overftrained. All 1s dotage or
¢ defpatr ; or clfe ranting, fwelling into
¢ burlefqtic. In fhort, the majority of their
¢¢ lovers arc either mere lunatics or mock-
‘ heroes. A fweet {enfibility, a charming
“ tendernefs, a delightful anguifh, exalted
“ generofity, heroic worth, and refinement
¢ of thought, how feldom are thefe beft
“ ingredients of virtuous love mixt with
‘“ any judgment and care in the compofition
“ of their principal characters §.”

§ Dr. Fordyce’s Sermon to Youngz Women. Serm, iv.

Upon
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Upon an opinion fo explicit, and from
fo able a judge, I might reft the merit of
this {pecies of writing, {o far as it is to be
determined, or can be cffected, by authority ;

but left this opinion might lofe of it’s force
with any, from a {ufpicion of it’s being the
eftett of an liberality of fentiment in the
order to which he belongs, upon fubje@s of

this nature, [ beg leave to mention the opi-
nion of another, againft whom there can be
no fufpicion of this kind, either from his
profeflion or charader. It 1S equally ex-

prefs, clear, and in point, as the other. His
words are ¢ notwithftanding the ridiculoys
““ extravagance of the old romance in many

““ particulars, it feems calculated to produce
"“ more favourable effe@s on the morals of

““mankind, than our modern novels. [f
““ the former did not reprefent men as they
““ really are, 1t reprefented them better ; it's
“ Heroes were patterns of courage, gene-
““ rofity, truth, humanity and the moft ex-
“ alted virtues, J¢'s Heroines were djf-
‘““ tinguithed for modeity, delicacy, and the
** utmoft dignity of manners, The latter

‘“ reprefent
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« reprefent mankind too much what they
« are, paint fuch {cencs of pleafure and vice
¢ 35 are unworthy to fee the light; and thus
¢ in 2 manner hackney youth in the ways
¢« of wickednefs, before they are well en-
«'tercd into the world ; expofe the fair {ex
¢ in the moft wanton and thamelefs man-
« ner to the eyes of the world, by ftrip-
¢ ping them of that modeft referve which
¢« is the foundation of grace and dignity,
¢« the veil with which nature intended to

«« protect them from too familar an eye, in
« order to be at once the greateft incite-

« ment to love, and the greateft {ecurity
¢« to virtue. In fhort, the one may mii-
¢ Jead the imagination, the other has a
«« tendency to enflame the paffions and cor-
¢ rupt the heart ||.”

To conclude: I mayventure to affirmthat,
favourable as the reccption is which Ro-
mances and Novelsmeet with from us, books
written upon the fame plan, and of the fame
tendency, would have given offence to fome

of
| Dr. Gregory’s Comp. View, &ec. Edit. 4. p. 77.
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of thofe ancient ftates, which were moft
celebrated for a wife policy:

From Lacedemon, the works of the ce-
lebrated Poet Archilochus were excluded,
becaufe, however calculated to pleafe, they
were {hll more calculated to corrupt the
heart and debauch the manpers of the
unfufpicious and unwary youth *.  How
come books of the fame or a fimilar turn
to be in fuch high efteem among us, and
to be read perhaps more than any others ?
Their Admirers will, no doubt, reprefent
the encouragement given them, as an evi-
dence of a great improvement in our tafte
and manners. But I fufpeét it is, on the
contrary, a fhrewd prefumption of a fad
corruption in both. And if this be the cafe,
it 1s at leaft high time the public thould
attend to this growing evil, and attempt the
cure of it. At Lacedemon the remedy was
at hand, and the application of it eafy. The

Government could all at once give the
neceffary check. They needed only to pro-
* Valer, Maxim, Lib. vi. cap. 3.

Vor. L. N hibit
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hibit the publication of fuch performances
by fevere penal laws enafted for this pur-
pofe. But Iam perfuaded no friend of re-
ligion, liberty, or learning would ever wifh
to fee our government adopt fuch a mea-
fure. It would be incompatible with the
true interefts of any of them. In a ftate,
fuch as our’s, nothing fhould be more care-

fully avoided than the leaft infringment
of the liberty of the prefs. This, 1t 1s
true, has in many inftances been {canda-
louflyabufed, but ftill it muft beowned, that
't 1s even better to tolerate thefe abufes,
than lay that liberty from whence they
proceed, under any great reftriction. This
would draw after it con{equences incompa-
rably more hurtful than the other. But
though it might not be proper for Go-

wernment to interfere, there can be no

good reafon why the Public thould not.

It is to the public thefe writings are ad-
drefled, and therefore thofe among them

who have the interefts of virtue at heart,
are called upon to attempt the fo much
needed reformation, It is only in their

pOWer
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power to effect it. Neither is the tafkk {o
difficult as it may at firft fight appear.
They need but to expofe the Improprieties,
defects, and faults of fuch performances,
and fhew that vice, however artfully dif-
gutfed, fhall meet with no quarter ; yea,
that Cvery attempt to recommend it, will
be confidered as an infuls upon the public,
and then the ftrain of our novels will be
quickly altered to the better. They will
not oftend againft the rules of the firicteft
virtue and decorum, when their authors
find, that by fo doing, they thould but dif-
pleafe thofe of the beft tafte, and thus, by
thetr f{evere but juft cenfure of fuch per-
formances, leffen the reputation and fale of

them, and by thefe means, the profits ex-
pected from them.

N 2 SE C-
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S ECTTION VL
Of the feveral Kinds of Periodical Writings,
and their Ufefulnefls for promoting Reli-

gious Infiructign.

Profefled zeal for the intereft of re-

ligion and that of the public, which
is infeparably connelted with it has en-
oaged others to ftand forth in their fervice,
and endeavour to promote 1t by a great va-
riety of Periodical Performances, under the
well known names of,—T ke Spettator, The
Guardian, The Rambler, The Monitor, &c.

Their zeal in this fervice deferves praife;
and any aid offered to the interefts of virtue
ought to be gratefully acknowledged and

chearfully accepted, from whatever quarter
1t comes.

It



[ 181 ]

It would be g3 {pecies of detra@jon
highly culpable not tg acknowledge the
merit of thefe performances.  Confi-
dered in thofe views with which they
were written, it is very great, and they
may be at once highly entertaining and
ufeful. But it is evident, their defign is
to confider Man more as a member of Crvil,
than of Religious Society; more as a citizen
of this world than a candidate for the happi-
nefs of another; and therefore their views
Ar¢ too narrow and contralted to anfwer the
purpofes of an extenfive and religious in-
ftruction. It is true, there are fome of their

papers of the religious caft, and which feem
to confider Man in his connexion both
with this and the invifible world. Thefe
howaver, it muft be owned, are but com-
paratively few, and thus at beft, can be
confidered as only {ubfidiary to fome other

method of religious inftrution, and formed
on a more extenfive plan.

It may perhaps be expected, that before
I finifh the firt part of my defign in this
N 1 under-
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undertaking, I thould confider our different
moral {yftems, and the feveral {orts of po-
lemical writings upon the {ubject of re}i-
aion, as they are all intended to be made
fomehow conducive to the end of public
Inftruction. Confidered in this point of
view, no doubt they deferve the attention
of thofe who arc capable of underftanding
them, and making the proper ufe of them;
but as a fufficient apology for not com-
prehending the confideration of thefe in
my plan, it nceds only be obferved, that
but few are capable of judging of them ;
that they are adapted only to thofe who
have made a confiderable progrefs in let-
ters, and have had their minds improved
by fcience ; and therefore -can never be a
proper conveyance of religious inftruction
to any extenfive degree, becaufe the bulk
of mankind, who ftand moft in need of 1,
are leaft capable of being bencfited by

them.,

Thus I have pointed out a few of the
defes which attend fome of the moit re-

markable



[ 1837
markable methods of mora] and religious
Inftruction which have been practifed.

S ECTTION VIL

Of Preaching, and the general Topicks with
which the Gofpel Jurnifbes the C biiffian

Divine, for promoting the Improvement
and Entertainment of bis Hearers,

IF none of the methods already confi-

dered, are fufficient for promoting the
purpofes of religious inftruction, muft we
give up all thoughts of it? Is there no
other expedient to be found, more pro-
mifing of fuccefs? Yes; and p;'mcﬁf}zg:,
notwithf’canding all the fathionable con-
tempt that is poured upon 1t in this li-
centious and diflipated age, 15, I think, this
expedient,

Lknow the propricty of this method of
Inftru&tion will be warmly controverted by
N 4 thofe
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thofe who are unwilling to fubmit to it;
and it is but rcafonable they fhould have a
fair hearing. The caufe1s important. All
are concerned in the iffue of it, Let 1t be
tried at the bar of reafon, and let us {ub-
mit tg the decifion of this impartial

judge.

Confcious of the goodnefs of the caule,
I humbly offer myfelf as an advocate for
it; and in favour of this method of in-

ftruction I beg leave to plead,

1. The authority and example of our
Lord ; and if thefe arc found to be on 1t's
fide, they afford an argument, the force
of which fhould be irrefiftible, with, at
leaft, all his votarjes; and it is only with
fuch we would reafon and c:{paﬁuiatc the
matter.

Need they be informed, that the frft

chara@er inwhich our Lord appeared on the
ftage of public life, was that of a preacher

of righteoufnefs? That in this charater,
he
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he went about from place to place, as op-
portunities of ufefulnefs offered themfelyes,

preaching to his countrymen the do&rines

of the kingdom of God; and by his hea-
venly difcourfes, endeavouring at once to
inftrut them in the nature, and gain them
to the love and practice of virtue ?

And as a regard to the interefts of man-
kind made his return to the invifible world

necefiary, after the ftay of a few years in
this, did he not inftitute a ftanding Miniftry
for carrying on the religious inftruction of
mankind, through the fucceffive ages of his
Church, promifing to be with them, even

to the end of the world ? That thofe who
were 1mmediately to fucceed him, in car-

rying on this noble defign, might be the
better qualified for a refpeable and fuc-
cefstul difcharge of their office, did he not
take them to be the immediate attendants
on his perfon and the witnefles of his con-
duct; and thus give them the happy oppor-
tunities of learning from his inftruions
and example, both in public and in private

life ?
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life? Now what are we led to conclude
from the practice of our Lord himfelf, the
commiffion he gave to his Apoftles, and
their practice in confequence of it; if it be
not the importance and ufefulnefs of this
method of inftruion? Had it not been
proper for attaining the end propofed by it,
we may fafely aliirm it would never have

had the honour of being an inftitution of
his.

I know that fome of the enemies of our
Religion attempted very carly to turn it
into ridicule, and branded it with the epi-
thet of Fooltfonefs.  But it loft nothing in
point of honour, by thefe and fuch like
rude attacks upon it. They happily fer-
ved, on the contrary, to minifter the oc-
cafion of fome of the moft noble and {pi-
rited defences of it. Thus we find one of
1t’s firft Minifters, onc cqually diftinguifhed
for his knowledge of antient and polite
Literature, as for his attachment to Chrift-
janity, boldly challenging the Literati of
the feveral religious profeflions, to inftance

any
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any modec of religious inftruction, that could
fo much as ftand a comparifon with this,
“ Where (fays he) is the Wife ? where is
‘¢ the Scribe ? where is the Difputer of this

‘““ world ¢ Hath not God made foolifh the
“wildom of this world ? For after that,

““1n the wifdom of God, the world, by
‘“ wifdom, knew not God, it pleated God
“by the Foolifbnefs of Preaching, ({o he
calls it, in juft derifion of thofe who
would in this manner reproach it) “to fave
““ them who believe §.”

If by the 77ifz he underftood, as fome
learned men conjecture, the gentile Philofo-
phers, who affected to be called s, till
Pythagoras introduced the more modeft
title of ¢iesepa s If by the difputer of this
world, or as it might be rendered of this
age, he meant the gentile natural Philofo-
phers, by way of diftin&ion from the
moral, or thofe Jewith allegorical Doc-
tors, who aelighted in intricate queftions,

§ 1 Cor. i. 20, 21.

which
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which gendered ftrife, evil furmifings, &c.
(1 Tim. vi. 3.) there is no fmall beauty

in the challenge which he gives them
all.

He fingles out the moft celebrated Lite-
rat, both among the Jews and Gentiles,
and 1s not afraid to fignify the mean opi-
nion he had of all their inftru&ions, and
the manner of conveying them, compared
with that of the Gofpel. He {ubmits the
decifion to their own judgment, and fairly
defies them to give 1t againft the Gofpel,
and fupport their opinion with proper

argument.

Confidering the literary character of our
Apoftle, this could not be confidered as a
vain and arrogant boaft, but a noble and
{pirited teftimony in favour of that reli-
oion which he once zealoufly oppofed,
but now as zcaloufly preached.

Nor have the friends of Chriftianity

only declared in favour of the propriety
of
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of this method of inftruion. Their
attachment to it, might be {ufpected to be
the confequence of it’s deriving it’s in-
ftitution from the Founder of their reli-
gion. ‘There were fome of jt's moft viru-
lent enemies who approved of the wifdom
of this method, And here Fulan the
Roman Emperor, deferves to be mentioned
2 one who had fo high an optnion of this
manner, that had he lived but 2 ljtt]e longer
he was to have eftablifhed a fimilar method
for diffufing and cltablithing the Gentile
religion through the feveral provinces of
the Empire #. And indeed his opinion,
abftracting from what it derives in this cafe
from his oppofition to Chri&ianity, de-
{ferves no fmall regard, on account of the
parts and learning, for which all the hifto-
rians of his life tell v, he was diftin-

ouifhed.

* Of this Dr. Prideaux informs us, from Gregory
Nazian, Conned. &c, Vol. 1. P- 390

The
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Nay, the propriety of this method of in-
ftruction is fupported by an argument of
ftill greater weight, than any which arifes
from opinion, namely, the many noble tri-
umphs which religion hath, by it’s means,
gained aver the ignorance, prejudices, paf-
fions and vices of mankind, and the advan-
tages both of a civil andrreligious nature,
which have from thence accrued to them.
Of thefe it might be eafy to give a pompous
detail from the earlieft times. But to look
no farther back than our happy Reformation
from Popery, how blefled and valuable the
effets of 1t to us, both as Men and as
Chriftians ! With it learning revives; the
{ciences rear up their drooping heads; the
thick clouds of ignorance, which once in-
volved our land in common with others, are
difpelled; a {pirit of frce enquiry is encou-
raged ; the fine and liberal arts are patro-
nized ; a more generous way of thinking
upon every fubjet 1s ntroduced ; liberty
is reftored, and the moft valuable interefts of
mankind fecured upon a firmer and more
lafting foundation than before,

Who
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Who that is acquainted with the hiftory
of this period, does not know - that thefe
blefiings are, in a great meafure, derived to
us from the honeft and bold efforts of our
hirft Reforming Clergy, and the zeal of the
people for religious inftru@ion ? But for
thefe, we might have remained to thic day
dupes to the impious policy of Rome,
and thofe who were the abettors of it.
Our minds might have been ftill enflaved
to prejudice and error, our bodies to
tyranny and defpotifin, and both to vice,
without entertaining 2 thought, or ex-
erting an endeavour, to fhake off either.
It is true, a great variety of caufes concurred

tocarryron and compleat our happy Refor-
mation, but it is certain, that, without the
helpof this mean, they would not fo {peedily,
nor fo extenftvely, have produced their ef-

fects §.

§ See Dr. Robertfon’s Account of the Rife and Pro-
grels of the Reformation, in his Hiftory of Charles V.

Such
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Such as we have now hinted was the in-
fluence of Preaching in early times. And
if we will but {uppofe the teachers of re-
ligion to be animated with an honeft zcal
for diffufing the knowledge of it, the
moft happy effedts may be always expetted
from it.

What excellent opportunities does it af-
ford them, of 2 more eafy and {peedy com-
munication of knowledge, than they could
poflibly have in any other way:

Before the invention of Printing, the
trouble and expence of writing Books was
fo great, that but few could have accefs to
the knowledge contained in them. And
even now, tho the labour and expence of
publication are ereatly abridged, we can
only enjoy the advantage of books under
fuch reftriGions, as muft greatly obftruct
and retard the communication of religious

knowledge, and thereby leflen the happy
effets of it.

In
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- In thefe circumitances, were the method
enjoined by our Lord, and practifed by the
Minifters of his Religion, through all the
intermediate ages of his Church, down to
the prefent, to be lajd afide, it would be
more caly to guefs, than to defcribe the
confequences which might juttly be dreaded
fromit. A return, efpecially in the lower
clafs, to ignorance, barbarifin, and the
moit abandoned wickednefs, is no more
than we thould have reafon to fear. And
fhould it be granted (though by the by I
think it is doubtful) that thofe in the
higher ﬂ:atio{rls in life might, from their
acquaintance with the other branches of
fcience, efcape thefe evils, yet, 1s 1t not
highly probable, they would not long re-
main unaffected by the unhappy confe-
quences of them? In a fociety of the moft
corrupted and debauched manners, what
could they look for, from which any ra-

tional pleafure or improvement might be
expected ?

Vor. I. O Thefe
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Thefe ints, could none other be {ug-
gefted, might, one fhould think, not only
reconcile all to this method of religious
Inftru@ion, but alfo make them vie with

each other in promoting the fuccefs of it.
But this is not all. Much more may be
faid in favour of this method of inftruc-
tion.

Let us look into the Sacred Oracles, from
which the great fubjets of it are derived,
and we thall find that they afford the
Preacher abundant materials for the en-
tertainment and improvement of his hear-
ers, if he has but the proper talents for
communicating them, and that degree of
a well cultivated tafte that will enable him

to do it 1n a proper manner.

What fubje@ts can be more deferving
of our ferious attention than thofe we are
invited to contemplate, whether we con-
fider them with refpect to their own ex-
cellence, or their importance to us? The

kingdoms of Nature, Providence and Grace
prefent
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prefent to us all their rich and inexhauftible
{tores.

Does the contemplative mind find ap
exquifite pleafure in every new and impor-
tant difcovery in {cience ? Upon this prin-
ciple does the fcholar fearch the records
of the moft diftant ages, and think his
labour abundantly rewarded by the acqui-
fitions he makes to his knowledge ? And is
there not enough 1n the Sacred Oracles to
gratify the mind which has a turn for
critical inquiry, or a relith for the moft {ub-
lime and ufeful knowledge ?

It s indeed impoffible to reflect upon the
deep refearches of the Aftronomer ; the
curlous experiments of the Chymift ; the
accurate nveftigations of the Mathema-
tician ; the profound and laboured difqui-
fitions of the Philofopher, without being
filled with a high degree of admiration and
pleafure.  But how much better {uited to
raife the one, and to afford the other, are
thofe fubjets which religion prefents to us

O 2 1f



[ 196 ]

if contemplated not only with a {pirit of
Inveftigation, but of Devotion alfo? Com-
pared with thefe, what can be deferving
of our attention ? Let the Statefman think
of Politicks ; the Courtier, of Honour ; the
Soldier, of Viories and Triumphs; the
Mifer, of Riches; and the Voluptuary, of
Pleafure : as for the Chriftian, he may look
down upon thefe with a noble and generous
indifterence, 1f not contempt, becaufe he
has objects prefented to him incomparably
more noble to ¢ngage his mind, and direét
his purfuits.

If he contemplates the works of Nature
around him, what a grandeur, majefty and
bcauty, appear in cach of them; even in
thofe, which taken in comparifon with
others, may he called the meaneft? In them
all, what bright ftritures are to be fecn of
exquilite wifdom 1n the contrivance, of
almighty power in the execution, and of
the moft diffufive goodnefs in both? Every
object he beholds, like a faithful mirror,

~ refledts the glorious Being who made it.

If,
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If, from the works themfelves, the
Chrittian thall afcend ip contemplation tg
their great Author, and fearch after the
knowledge of his nature ang perfections, he
15 apt, it muft be acknowledged, to lofe
himfelf in the greatnefs, or rather the jm.
menfity, of the fubje@; and in hjs reafon-

INgs upon it, to run into crror, from the
weaknefs of his finite capacity.  But if he

looks into that Revelation of the nature,

It is true, his views of God, after all,
can be but imperfedt in the prefent ftate,
He cannot by fcarching find out God, nor
know the Almighty to perfetion. Byt
amidft al] the difadvantages of his prefent
fituation, what comfort muft it be to him to
beaflured that the onlyreafon why he cannot
70w knew more of this glorious Objedt, is
becaufe it s infinite, and his faculties are
not cqual to areater difcoveries concerning

0 3 1t
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:t.  But that in a better world, when the
_clouds, which now hang upon the mind,
thall be difpclled, and his capacity enlarged
to the utmoft extent his nature can admit
of, he fhall fee this glorious Being face to
face, i. e. with a degree of evidence, which
:f not the evidence of fenfe, fhall be fome-
thing analogous to it, in point of clearnefs

and certainty.

In the Sacred Oracles God is reprefented
‘1 2 characer the moft illuftrious that can
be imagined; as poffefled of every thing that
can be called perfection ; that can challenge
efteem, or command reverence: as a Being

not only the firft, but the Author of all

~others; not only the greateft, but, which
is the higheft recommendation of his cha-
raer, the beft alfo ; the centre of all ex-
cellence, and the inexhaufted {ource of
happinefs to all thofe orders of creatures
who are capable of enjoying it. Here his
Majefty appears awful in his commands ;
his Power terrible in his threatenings ; his
Condefcenfion gracious in his intreaties ;

his
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his Wifdom confummate in his counfels ;
his Bowels tender in his chaftifements ,
his Kindnefs encouraging in his promifes ;
his Love rich, exuberant, diffufive in the

whole of his condué and adminiftration to-
wards us,

How lofty and fublime are all the de.

{criptions which the facred writers give
of him? Inipired with the moft venerable
fentiments of him themfelves, they ftretch
Imagination to it’s utmoft limits, and ran-
fack all nature for imagery, grand enough
10 convey them to others ; and after all are
forced to confefs that fuch knowledge is

too high for mortals, that they cannot attain
to it,

What we fee every day pafling in the
world around us, affords us the beft rea-
fon to conclude, that, as this world is the
work of God’s hand, {o it is the objelt of
his continual and aufpicious care. But
ftill that knowledge of his Providence,
which can be collefted within the narrow

O 4. compn‘fs
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compafs of our {mall experience and of a
fhort life, muit be very contratted. But
if we look into thofe Hiftories of it with
which the Sacred Oracles abound, dim
and contracted as our views of 1t muft at
prefent be, we fhall find reafon to admire
it, as a moft complicated, but at the fame
time, a moft finithed fcheme: A {cheme
confifting of a great number, an almott 1n-
finity of parts, and yet all uniting, as in a
common centre, in the good of the whole.
A fcheme which bears the brighteft ftric-
tures of wifdom, power and goodnefs, and
thus tends to infpire the foul with holy
wonder ; to footh 1t into humble refigna-
tion ; to raife it into confidence and hope ;
nay, to elevate it into tranfports of joy
and delight; in (hort, to tune it, 1n every
circumitance of life, to adoration and
praife.

The {cene prefented to the devout and
contemplative mind, is beautifully varie-
gated. When wearicd in one trat (if
wearied it can be, in the contemplation af

{uch
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fuch grand and noble obje@s) it may turn
into another, fure of findin o entertainment

and improvement in each.

The nature and perfections of God, and
the various manner of their exertion in
his Providence and Government of the
world, are {ubje@s not to be exhaufted by
the moft improved faculties in the oreateft
length of time. They are fufficient to
afford the moft pleafant employment to the
devout mind.

But if to encreafe it's pleafure from va-
riety, we fhall, with the angels who en-
circle the throne of God in their adoring
multitudes, humbly endeavour to explore
the profound depths of redeeming Love,
what new wonders open to our view at the
exhibition, during the progrefs, and in the
conclufion of this ¢lorious feene ? Here the
difcerning cve may behold the unfathom-
able depths of wifdom ; the tender bowels
of mercy; the warm ardors of love ; the
awful terrors of juflice; the fpotlefs beau-

ties
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ties of holinefs; the {tupendous miracles

of power; and the illuftrious triumphs of
grace; each acting their part in this glo-
rious plan, and all uniting in the moft
agreeable harmony to carry it into execu-
tion,

Thefe are not the only wonders in this
plan which ftrike the mind. It is impoffi-
ble to enumerate them all.  Inevery point
of light in which it can be viewed it is truly

wonderful. Wonderful, in fhort, whether
we confider the dignity of it’s author ; the

depth of contrivance ; the difficulty of ex-
ecution ; the excellence of the manner ; the
propriety of the means ; the extent of it’s

objet ; or the variety, worth, and duration
of it’s effets.

While we are confidering the Sacred Ora-
cles as a rich and inexhauftible fund of en-
tertainment and inftruction, I might fhew,
that as they give us the jufteflt views of
of God, of that Government which he ex-

ercifes over the world, and of his grace
o
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to his rebellious {ubjects, fo they contain
the moft perfe@ rule of virtue, and the moft
encouraging motives to the prattice of it,
in the promife of a proper affiftance, and the
aflurance of a moft noble and glorious re-
ward, But 1t 1s unneceflary to en-

Jarge.

How copious thefe themes? How ex-
cellent the materials, of which the
Chriftian Orator may avail himfelf ? What
is there wanting here that can be neceffary
to engage the attention; to penetrate the
foul with a reverence for the Deity and a
love to virtue ; to fire the imagination ; to
intereft the affe®ions and inflame the de-
votion of the Chriftian; to colle& our
{cattered and diflipated thoughts ; to calm
the irregular workings and agitations of our
paflions ; to work our minds into an habi-
tual {erioufnefs of temper ; to promote the
improvement of all the virtues of a holy
life; to nourifh hope; fortify refolution,
and encourage truft ; to raife the foul to a
noble elevation above this world ; to give

an
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an enlargement to our views, a greatnefs to
our defigns, a dignity (o our attions, and a
happy direttion to the whole movement of
our lives: In a word, to form our {ouls for

exercifes, the moft rational and manly in
this woirld; and for happinefs, the moft
noble and refined in the next ?

And now, after having obferved {o much,
may 1 not be bold enough to afk (in the
words of an excellent writer) where is there
to be found any book but the Bible, ““which
‘“ contains fo much to inform, imprefs and
‘“ delight refle¢ting minds, laid together in
““a manner fo cxtenfively adapted to the
‘“ various turns of underftanding, tafte and
““ temper ; which people of different and
‘“ diftant countries, through‘a long fuc-
““ cellion of ages, have held in fo much re-
““verence, and read with fo much advan-
““ tage; where it 1s difiicult to determine
‘“ which are moft diftinguithed, eafe and
““ fimplicity, or fublimity and force, but
‘“ where all are fo beautifully united;
*“ where there is fo littlc to difcourage the

weakeit
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““ weakeft {pirit, if docile, and fo much to
“ gratity the ftrongeft, if candid ; where
“the fancy and the heart, the intelle&
““and the confcience, are 2pplied to by
** turns with {uch familiarity, and yet {uch
*“ majefty; in fine, where the frailties, dif-
““ orders, and diftrefles of human nature are
“all {o feelingly laid open, and the reme-
““ dies which Heaven has provided {o ten-

““ derly applied § ?” |

By a proper application of the various to-
pics with which he is furnithed, what
might not the Chriftian Divine do, in the
way of entertaining, as well as inftructing

mankind, thofe of the beft tafte not ex-
cepted ?

. How many have {ucceeded, in both thefe
refpedts, in Poetry, Hiftory and the Drama,
who have had next to infinitely lefs advan-

tages from their fubjes ? What think you
of Milton, and the juft applaufe he has ac-

§ Dr. Fordyee's Sermons to Young Wemen, Serm, 1.

quired
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quired by his « Paradife Lot " ¢ 1t 15 true,
the talents of this great Poet were indeed
diftinguithed. Few can equal, can ftand
a comparifon with them. DBut diftin-
guifhed as they were, 1t 15 2 queftion, 1if
they would have enabled him to thine with
fuch luftre, upon almoft any other fub-

ject.

The performance poffefles a high de-
grec of merit, 1n point of execution, but
it is the dignity of the fubjec, and the
materials with which he was furnifhed
from the facred Code, which gave fuch a
noble air of grandeur and majefty to the
whole. An inftru&tive hint this to the
Chriftian Orator, which, with a variety of
other confiderations of a vaftly higher na-
ture, fhould animate him with a laudable
ambition of excelling in the art which he
has undertaken, of fetting off all the great
truths of religion to the beft advantage,
that fo through the divine blefling, they
may have the happieft influence upon the
hearts and manners of mankind.

Thus
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Thus, fome of the moft remarkable
fchemes which have been devifedand follow-

ed for promoting religious inftru@ion have
fallen under our review, and been examined

in a variety of lights. It may not now
be improper for the reader to paufe a little,
that from a comparifon he may be able to
judge of their refpe@ive merit, and deter-
mine to which the preference is due,

The caufe has been pleaded at the bar
of Reafon. At this, the Author would
cver wifh to have it heard and examined.
In an appeal to this he flatters himfelf,
his readers will readily concur with him.

Like all fair judges let them now pro-
nounce upon the evidence before them,
unbiafled by the authority of names or
opinions. He trufts to their candor; he
waits their decifion; and it is not with-
out fome degree of confidence, that their

judgment will coincide with his upon this
{ubjedt,

The
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The Author is no advocate for, no friend
to Prieftcraft in any point of view. Nei-
ther is he for paying any regard to the
grave dectifions of the clergy, any further
than they are fupported by Reafon and the
(acred Volume, from which they profefs to
have taken them. But if they (hall be
found agrecable to both, it would be
equally unfair to difregard 1mportant
truths, merely becaufe delivered by them,
or to turn Sceptic and Libertine to avoid the
{ufpicion of being under Prieft-influence.

The Author expeés from his Readers a
condu€t more rational and fenfible; that
they will dare to avow what reafon, un-
biaffed, muft approve: And if now their
opinion is in favour, not only of the reafon-
ablenefs, but alfo the ufefulnefs of Preach-
ing, confidered as a mean of religious 1n-

{tru&ion, the author hopes he will find

the lefs difficulty in carrying their attention

along with him, while he takes a curfory
view of

PART
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P ART II.

Of the feveral Schemes or Models of Preach-
tng, and the various Alteratisns and L=
provements they have undergone,

N this, as in every other art, the pro-

grefs, by which it can arrive at any
confiderable degree of improvement, muft
be very flow; and indeed, coniidering how
many are the things which muft have an
1nfluence upon it, it cannot be otherwife.

It will not be unpleafant, and i: may
be ufeful to trace it’s feveral rradations in

the periods it has pafled through ; and that
we may be able to do this the more dif-
tinctly, we fhall digeft what obiervations

Vor. I. P we
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we have made under the following {ec-
tions :

s g ¢TI ON L

Of the Prattice of the fewifh Church.

UR Enquiry 1nto the origin of the
Pra&ice of Preaching, and the va-

rious manner in which 1t has been carried
on, fhall begin by looking into the practice
of the Jewifh Church. From this{ome light
may be derived upon this part of our {ub-
ject, as that Church was at firft conftituted
by the fpecial appointment, and all along
fupportcd under the immediate aufpices of
God. It is true, therc are feveral things
1 the conftitution of that Church, which,
however fuited to the genius of the
people of Ifracl, and that early age of the
world in which they firft obtained, cannot

be adopted under a difpenfation {o different
from
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from theirs as ours is; but fill it is fur
from being improbable, that from them
was borrowed the hint upon which our
Pradtice of Preaching has been founded.

If we look into the hiftory of the Jewifh
Church, and cairy back our views as far
as their annals will lead us, we {hall find
that God confecrated a whole Tribe, or the
Defcendants of the family of Levi, to the

fervices of Religion ; and that thefe, ac-
cording to the different ranks and ftations
afligned them, were to be aflifting in car-
rying on the offices of it, and inftrudting
the people in what related to it {.

As thofe of the Sacerdotal order (which
was reftriCted to the defecendants of Aaron,
a branch of the family of Levi) had the

direftion of the ritual of religion commit-
ted to them, and were appointed to prefide
1n the feveral parts of 1t’s pompous fervice,

Numb. iii, 6, &c. Numb. viii, 11, 14, 15, 19. Deut,
x, 8. & pafl,

P 2 this
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this neceflarily determined their refidence
to the neighbourhood of that place (where-
ever it was) where this was appointed to
be performed, and fo circumf{cribed their
ufefulnefs, as teachers of religion, to a
circletaround them ; or at moft gave them
an opportunity of being ferviceable to thofe
who lived without it, only at their high
and folemn feftivals, when there was a ge-

neral rendezvous, at leaft of the males, from
the feveral Tribes.

To guard againft the inconvenience that
might arife from the reftricted refidence: of
the Pricfts, God appointed no lefs than
forty-eight cities for the accommuodation of
the Levites, whofe immediate attendance
was not required at the Tabernacle and
Altar %, that fo difperfed through the fe-
veral Tribes, they might be the more exten-
fivcly ufeful, in diffufing the knowledge of

relicion among them §.

* Jofh. xxi.
§ Levit, x, 11. Deut, xxxiHi. 10.

I know
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I know there are fome who confider the
office of teachin g afligned to the Levites, as
reftritted to the decifion of any cafes of
controverfy that might arife conceriing the
ceremonial of their religicn and worfhip,
and think the injun@ion, Levit, x. 10,
decifive upon this point. But whoever
attentively confiders the context, will
cafily obferve that any 1njun&ion there
given them, wasnot fo much with refpect
to their office in general, asa caveat againft
fuch an unhallowed condu& as that of
Nadab and Abihu, whofe crime, we are told,
ver. I, confifted in a prefumptuous deviation
from the divine inftrutions, in the manper
of their oblation, or, as it is there exprefied,
In gffering firange fire before the Lord. And
if one may venture g conjecture from the
Injunétion given ver. 9. we fhould be apt to
imagine that the profanation of God's altar,
of which Nadab and Abihu where guilty,
was the confequence of their having drunk
to excefs of {ome intoxicating liquor, and
therefore God, ever watchful over the
honour of Religion, which is ip {ome

P 3 meafyre
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meafure conne@ed with the conduct of 1t’s
Minifters, gives it in {tri& charge to
Aaron and his family, who were confecrated
to the fervices of it, that they fhould care-
fully guard againft all incbriating drink,
cfpeaially when they were about to addrefs
themfelves to any of the facred duties of
theiroffice, that fo they mightever be able to
diftinguifh betavixt boly and unboly, clean and
unclean, and teach the Children of Ifrael all the
flatutes which the Lord bad fpoken unto them.
When the meaning of this place is properly
confidered, and taken in it’s connexion with
what goes before and follows after, it muft
fcem ftrange that any have cver {o far mif-
taken it, as to imagine that their office, 1n
the way of teaching, was folcly confined
to the cognizancc of matters relating el-
ther to the forenfic or ceremonial Law,

Tt is indeed evident from many parts

of the hiftory of Ifracl, that there were
{ome of the Levites appointed to a&t the

chara&ter of Judges among them (|, but 1t
| 1 Chron, xxiii. 4+ 2 Chron. xix, 8.

would
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- suld be moft unreafonable from thence
to conclude, that they had nothing to do
with public teaching or inftruGion, when
there are feveral places, befides thofc already
referred to, which plainly indicate the con-
trary : Nay, if we will but confider God,
in his adminftration to this peoble, under
the chara&er of the Founder of their reli-
glous, as well as civil polity, we can never

1magine he would have reftriced any of
the minitters of his religion, from teaching
his fubjeéts the duties of a moral nature,
-fince, in the regard paid to thefe (or, in
other words, in Holinefs to the Lord) con-
fifted the glory of his kingdom, as well
as the happinefs of his fubjeéts, 2nd to pro-

mote thefe was the ultimate end of all his
“laws,

Important as the original defign of the
inftitution of this order was, 1t 1s certain
-that a fad degeneracy foon creeped in among
‘them; and that, forgetting the dignity of
P4 their
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their character, and the importance of their
oflice, they became inattentive to both.

This very probably it was, which {ug-
sefted to Samuel the hint of inftituting
{chools or colleges (for before his time
we do not hear of any) for the religious
inftru@ion of thefe, who might be after-
wards employed in the immediate {ervice
of the altar, or in executing any com-
miflions from God to his people, in the
charadter of Prophets: Hence they were
afterwards called, The Schools of the Pro-
phets, and continued in confiderable repu-
tation, as it is generally thought, till about
the time of Malachi (when prophecy
ceafed) not only as nurferies for fuch as
were afterwards to be employed in the
fervice of Religion, but alfo as {feminaries
for promoting the knowledge of 1t: But
as to the manner in which they did fo, we
can fay little, as we have but very few,

and thefe dark and imperfect hints con-
gernping 1t.

In
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- In the firft ages of the Jewith common..
wealth, any writings of the religious kind
which were then extant among them, were
probably no more than thofe of Mofes,
which contained, as it were, the platform
of their religion: And confidering their
unfettled fituation in the wildernefs, and
the various cares which would necefia
rily engage their attention after their {et-
tlement 1n Canaan, it is probablg, they
were but comparatively few of that nu-

merous -people, who could read or under-
ftand the facred Volume, fmall as it then
was.

The tafk of inftru@ting them in the
knowledge of religion, feems to have be-
longed, as was hinted before, to thofe of
the Aaronic and Levitical family, and fuch

as were bred 1n the facred College of the
Prophets,

The knowledge of religion, it is pro-
bable, they would endeavour to promote,
not only by verbal inftructions, but alfp,

according
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according to the fimplicity of thofc early
times, by a fymbolical and emblematical
fervice, which, by having a more juft and
determined meaning afhxed to it, than
there was under a Pagan Hierarchy, would
‘anfwer both thefe valuable - purpofes :
Wotlld by gratifying that tafte for exter-
nal pomp and. parade which they had con-
.traGted by their long ftay in Egypt, rcmove
every plaufible pretence for a return to
-their Idolatry; and give thofe imprefiions
of religion which they conveyed, a more
powerful influence, than they could have
otherwife had, in that carly and rude age
of the world, when the minds of mankind
were uncultivated by knowiedge, and their
feelings were none of the moft delicate.

In the fucceedinz periods of their
Church and Commonwealth, together with
the emblematical fervices of religion, their
inftruétion feems to have been carried on

by the difcourfes of their Prophets; but
.thefe, in place of being ftated, were only
~occafional teachers, raifed up by God, as

the
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the exigencies of his Church, or the ends
of his government, made their appearance
neceflary. And indeed, if we may judge from
that pronenefs which the people difcovered
to Idolatry before the Babylonifh Captivity,
we muit conclude that they were ftrangely
1ignorant of the Sacred Oracles, and that, if
they had any ftated inftitution among them
for the illuftration of them, it was either
very remifsly or unfaithfully executed.

Soon -after the captivity, we find a re-
gular plan of public teaching fet on foot,
and continued ever after, though the ex-
ecution of 1t does not feem to have been
committed to thofe of the Sacerdotal or Le-
vitical order, but to others, and that rather
by concert among themfelves, than from

any exprefs appoinment of God concemin*g
1t,

Ezra, vpon his return from Babylon,
having collected as many copies of the fa-
cred Volume as he could, and from them

| made out ozne as correct as poflible, affembled
the
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the people at Jerufalem in one of the {treets,
and there publicly read the law to them |.
From thence might have arifen their public
affemblies for religious inftruction, and af-
terwards the erection of fynagogues for
their better accommodation in attending
upodn it,

At firft, it i1s highly probable that no
mor¢ was intended than a public rcading
of the Scriptures ; and as there f{eems to
have been no particular appointment with
refpe¢t to the perfons who fhould carry it
on, any one might be pitched upon, whom
the aflembly judged fitteft for this pur-
pofe.

Afterwards, it 1s likely, their pride
might have prompted fome of them, not
only to read a portion of Scripture, but
alfo to offer their commentaries upon it :
And this, by a very ealy-progrefs, will ac-
count for that {warm of Scrides and Iniei-

i Nchem, vii,

preters,



[ 221 ]

preters, which fprung up among them
- and who, by the variety, boldnefs and in-
vention, more than the folidity of their
interpretations, or regard to the Law, foon

acquired a reputation for Learning and

Piet}f.

A regard to order and decorum made
1t foon neceflary to fettle the plan of their
public fervice, and to appoint one who

thould prefide, or take the direftion in
it.

The defign of the fynagogue-fervice is
evidently held forth to us, in the account
which Phils gives of it, < It g, {ays he,
““ the cuftom of our nation to apply them-
“ felves every Sabbath day to the ftudy of
““ wildom, and to hear with attention the
“ public leGtures that a doctor g1ves about
‘““1it.  This cuftorm fll continues among

““ us, and our fynagogues are nothing elfe
““ but {chools, wherein virtue is taught, the

‘“ myfteries of religion are explained, and,

¢ vice
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¢¢ yiceis reproved§.” For thefe purpofes
they were wont to introduce their {ervice
by Prayer, next to read certain portions of
the Law and the Prophets, and then to
offer an expofition of them, or a word of
exhortation from them: And for this lait
part of the fervice (though the moft 1m-
portant) any perfon was pitched upon, to
whom the ruler of the fynagogue chufed
to pay the compliment L. And when the
public fervice of the {ynagogue was thus
carried on by any member, who might be
called by the caprice of the ruler to
perform it, and of whom many might be
very unfit for it, it was no wonder that
the religious inftruction of the people was

{o little promoted by 1t.

Neither was the matter much mended,
when their Rabbis or Scribes were, from
the characer they had acquired for learn-
ing, invited to take this office. Nay it

§ Apparat. Biblic. V. L p. 228.
1 AQs xiii. 15, 16

Wwas

b
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was this which introduced that corruption,
both in religious principles and practice,
among them, for which our Saviour {o
feverely, but no lefs juitly, reproves them.

Thefe had their different {chools, and
differed widely in their religious fenti-
ments; but in this they all agreed, that
not fatisfied with the inftruions conveyed
to them in the {acred Code, the were for
mixing with them many mnveintions of their
own: And in order ts cain credit to their
whims, they had the affurance to alledge,
and from the charaéter they had olrcady
acquired, the art to make the people be-
lieve, that thofe #raditions (for fuch they
were afterwards called) were of the fame
origin, and confequcntly of the fame ay--
thority, with the written law, and han-

ded down to them orally from the time of
Mofes §.

Thus

 You are to know, fays Maimonides, that Mofcs, at
the time he received the Law from God, received like-
wifc the interpretation of it, The text was firft given

bim
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Thus their commentarics, from thé ve-
neration the people had for their Authors,
came, at laft, to be adopted as of equal au-
thority with the original text, or written
Law. Thefe, in a fucceflion of ages;
fwelled to an incredible bulk, and were, by

Rabbi Judas, digefted into a Colle&ion;
called, The Mifna. Upon this other
Commentarizs were written, which they

called, The Gemera, or compliment of the
Mifbna,

him, ard then the explanation, which taught him what
that authentic text contained, and this is the manner 1f
which he taurht them both to Ifracl. When Mofes re-
tired into his tent, Azron came to him, and learned of
him the Law which God had given him, and the ifiter-
pretation of it, and then he ftood up and placed himfelf
at his right hand. After Azron, came in Eleazar and
Lthamar, his fons, and Mofes repeated to them the fame
things which he had (aid to Aaron; after which they
placed thenfilves, the one at Aaron’s right hand, and
the other at Mofes’s left. Then came the feventy Elders,
and Moles gave them the fame IefTon which he had gtveh
to0 Aaron and his children. And, laft of all, came all
the people to feck the Lord, and to Jearn of Mofes the
Law and it's interpretation, So that Mofes repeated the
Law four times to Aaron, three times to his children,

twice to the feventy elders, and once to the people.
After
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Mifhna, and both thefe unjted compofe
their Tulnuds, which contain 1 body of

Jewith Do@trines, Laws, Cuftoms and
Caluiftry, according to the opinions of their
moit approved Doctors.

After this account of their moft efteema

ed writings, let thofe, who can fubmit to
the mortification, look into them, or but

After this he withdrew, and Aaron repeated the text,
which he had learned by heart, after naving heard it
four times from Mofcs, Then he went out, aud after
him his children did the fame thing ; and aftet they were
gone, the feventy clders alfo repeated the Law to the

people. By thefe means they all heard the Law and the
Interpretation four times, The chief among the people

divided among them the care of teaching both the text
of the Law, and the cxplanation of it, But the text
wis written, and the interpretation of it was preferved
by tradition, Thuys Maimonides, Apparat, Biblic. V. I.
P 305.

This account of the manner in which the Interpreta-
tion of the Law was at f(2 given, and afterwards handed

down, needs no remarks. Let the reader judee of thig
well told ftory for himfelf.

—— Credat Julzus Appella
Nonegoymmm—eeece Hor.

Yor. . Q_ think
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think of the Talmudical and Cabbaliftic

{tuff, with which the Scribes were wont to
entertain their hearers (of which they may
fec a large colle@tion in Dr. Lightfoot’s
Hor. Heb.) and he will ceafe to wonder at
the grofs ignorance of the Sacred Oracles,
to which the Jews were at laft reduced, and
will fee the propriety of our Saviour’s ap-
pearance at that particular period, to re-
ftore the true interpretation of the divine
Law, and bring about a reformation 1in
their manners, which had been miferably

corrupted by the falfe glofles they put

upon it. Such as we have now taken notice
of, was the nature of the fynagogue-fervice
at our Saviour’s appearance, and during his
refidence among us. And though this
fervice was to ceafe upon the inftitution of
the Chriftian Religion, and the obligations
of it could be no longer binding upon the
profelytes to that religion, yet {o far as was
confiftent with the ends of his Religion,
our Lord feems to have conformed to it,
and to have appointed public affemblies for

worfhip and devotion, and a manner to be
obferved
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obferved in them, in fome things fimilar
to what obtained in the fynagogues. 1In
one thing, however, the manner of thefe
Jewith and Chriftan Afltemblies widely
differed. In place of committing the di-
rection of the public offices of teaching, to
the members of the fevera] aflemblics in
general, he appointed that, from the time of
the abrogation of the Mofic, and the com-
mencement of the Chriftian Difpenfations,
a certain Order of men, confecrated to this

purpole, fhould prefide in them.

Thus, in our enquiry, we are brought

down to that happy zra in the Church of
God, which commenced by the inftitution
of the Religion of the blefied Jefus, his Son
and our Saviour, which leads us to the CON-
fideration,



s ECTI1ON I

Of the Prattice of the Primitive Cbr{ﬂf;m
Church.

HAT the manner of our Lord and

his Apoftles in their public mini-
firations was, may be beft learned from the
(acred writings, which contain the authen-
tie accounts of it. But the confideration
of it we fhall pafs over at prefent, as it will
fall more properly under the defign of the
third part of this Treatife, and prefent the
reader with fome ftrictures upon the man-
ner of thofc who lived neareft to the Apo-
ftolic times, and therefore were called

The Eathers of the primitive Church. In
their writings fome may perhaps expect
to find models in every re({pect proper for
our imitation, in the manner of conducting

our public inftructions, and many, infpired
with
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with a kind of enthufiafim in their favour,
think they are realiy fuch,

Indeed we fhould do injuftice to their
merit, did we not own that fome of them
have difcovered 2 great depth of erudition,
and no inconfiderable powers of perfuafion;
no imall refinement of tafte ; and a man-
ner, confidering the genius of the times in
- which they lived, abundantly agreeable,
though not always chafte and corre®, In
their defences of Chriﬁ:mity againt 1t’s
firft adverfaries, they difcover a ftrength
and energy of argument, and in their de-
votional pieces, a warmth and fervor of
aftection, that muft render them jultly de-
ferving of the praife of thofe who come
after them; and fuch as muft afford an
entertainment, accompanied with Improve-
ment, to all who, with a candid and de-
vout mind, perufe their writings,  But
though fome of them have fucceeded very
well in the preaching art, I cannot help
thinking that they are not the proper mo-

Q_3 - dels
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dels for the young modern preacher to
form himfelf upon.

No doubt they are, as the Archbifhop
of Cambray obferves, the channels of tra-
dition, and inform us how the Church in
the feveral ages interpreted the do&rines
of our religion § ; but I cannot help think-
ing that their judgment upon thefe doc-
trines ought not to have that weight al-
lowed them, which the learned prelate
{eems to plead for, and that as little (hould
their opinion determine ours. For in the
interpretation  of Scripture, authorities
(hould have no weight, any farther than
they are {uppor ted by reafon and the fa-
cred text. And, excepting the opportunities
which thefe ancient Fathers had of being
better acquainted with the manners and
ufages, to which there are frequent referen-
cesin fcripture, by living, fome of them 1n
the countries, and all of them nearer to the

. § Dialog. concerning Eloquence, p. 128. Dial. III,

times
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times in which our Saviour and his Apof-
tles lived, Iknow no advantage they had,
which we want, for the interpretation of
fcripture; and we have the accumulated
advantage of their Interpretations, and of

thofe of the intermediate and prefent ages,
to affift us in ours.

In their Homiliesand public difcourfes,
it muft be owned that fome of them dif-
cover a great degree of corre@nefs, hoth
in judgment and tafte ; and have commu.
nicated their inftruions in a manner well
calculated both to entertain and Improve
the candid and attentive, Ryt the fame
cannot be faid of them all. In their jn-
terpretations of Scripture, fome of them,
unable to reconcile the maxims of the Reli-
glon of Jefus with thofe of the Schools of
Philofophy, in which they had been edu-
cated, have gone into 2 fpirit of myiti-
ciim, and taken a wild and unwarrantable
freedom in changing every thing, even the
plaineft piece of hiftory, into a moral Alje-
gory ; and giving loofe reins to their ima-

Q 4 gination
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gination, have fometimes run into an un-
intelligible jargon. Befides, their compo-
fitions are often fo loofe, their ftyle fo turgid
and fwelling, and fo full of little turns of
wit, childifh jingle, quaint antithefis, and
far fetched fimiles, that the young preacher,
who 'would rcad them much before his
tafte were formed, would be in danger of
having it rather corrupted than improved
by them. They have their beauties, and
they are many and fhining too; and great
Alowances are to be made for their defets

and blemifhes. |

By this time Eloquence had begun to de-
cline, and a corruption of tafte to gain
ground ; and it is no wonder they thould
feel the effets of it's prevalence. Itis
even furprizing they were not more af-
feCted with it. |

If to this we add the confideration of
the livelinefs of their fancies, the fervor
of their devotion, their zeal for religion, and
the tafte of thofe 2mong whom they lived

for
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for a fplendid and gaudy fpecies of Elo-
quence, we need not wonder that they
were led into a ftyle, generally florid and
highly ornamented, without being at the

proper pains to chaften it into a degree of
correctnefs, which times of more refinement
in tafte might think neceffary.

But leaving thefe early times, let us
carry our views downward. In this en-

quiry we fhall pafs over the intermediate
ages betwixt thefe firft and the Reformation,

becaufe in thofe ages (moft of them ages
of ignorance and barbarifm) little is to be
looked for in the way of models: And
we fhall come directly to confider,

S E C-
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SECTION I

The Prallice fince the Reformation.

ER the execution of this part of our de-
4. {ign, we fhall confine our views to our
own country, as with the interefts of it we
are moft connected.

In tracing the different manners of in-
firu@ion which have obtained fince the Re-
formation, it would be very difficultgif at

all poflible, toafcertain the precife periods
at which they took place : Nor indced s 1t
neceflary that we thould attempt 1t, becaufe,
fo far as concerns the changes they have
undergone in our country (to which our
prefent inquiry is reftricted) none who are
acquainted with the hiftory of it, can be
1ghorant,

They
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They infenfibly flide into one another,

like the gradations of light and fhade in 2

picture, fo that it is extremely d'flicult to
fay where the one ends, and the other be-
gins

For fome time after the Reformation, the
progrefs of Improvement in this, as in the
other branches of {cience and compofition,
was very flow and gradual. The peculiar
circumftances of thofe times had a very
powerful influence upon the temper and

tafte of the Clergy; and thefe but too
much difcovered themfelves in all their

performances from the Pulpit.

What our firft reformers feem to have
laboured moft, was (for the prefervation of
what they called Orthodoxy, and as a
barricr againft the return of Herefy) to
form the Theology of the Bible into a
kind of fyftem, fuch as beft fuited their

own {cntiments, or thofe of the party to
which they were moft attached. Thap

this perhaps nothing could be a oreater
obftrudtion
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obftruction to the knowledze of the Scrii)-
tures, and the interefts of Religion, clofely
conneéted with 1t. For thus tied down
and confined to a fyftem, asin fo many
trammels, the reftrictions they were under,
not only cramped a {pirit of free and ra-
tional enquiry, which was neceffary for
duly underftanding the feriptures, but
alfo communicated a ftiftnefs to their dif-
courfes and compofitions, which to one of
a tafte the leaft improved, muit have been

highly difagreeable,

Befides this, feveral other things con-

tributed to render their manner of Preach-
Ing, in this period, very uncouth.

About this time, the lcarning of the
{chools was that only which was in vogue.
The Clergy deeplv tinctured with the pe-
dantry of it, brought a great deal of it
into the pulpit, and affe@ed a vain thew
and parade of learning, by the multitude of
{cholaftic and technical -terms, and the
Greek and Latin Quotations which they in-

troduced
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troduced 1into their Sermons. They were
wont to crumble down their difcourfes into
a vait number of divifions and fubdivifions,
by which they give one reafon to fufpe@,

that they fought opportunities of hauling
1nto them every thing that could but ferve

to eke them out, to the no {mall difguft of
cvery perfon of the leaft judgment or tafte
who heard them. TFor though amidit
fuch a varicty, there might be fome things,
which, abftradtedly confidered, misht be
allowed to be ufeful, yet muft they be de-
nied to be pertinent, becaufe however they
might have a remote connexion with one
another, they very often had fcarce any
with the fubject in hand.  In a word, their
manner in many things, was filly and pue-
rile.  Noris it at all to be wondered at that
it fhould, confidering how they had but
lately emerged out of their ignorance and
barbariim, in which the Chriftian world,
and particularly this Weftern part of 1,
had long lain; and that, heated with a {pi-
rit of controverfy, fer which thofe times
were diftinguithed, they had yet {carce be-

gun
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gun to think of the cultivation and im-

provement of their tafte. To this period

very probably it is, that a celebrated Poet of
our own country alludes, in the following
lines -

F
Once School-Divines this zcalous ifle o’erfpread 3

Who knew moft fentences was deepelt read ;
Faith, Gofpel, all, feem’d made to be difputed,
And none had fenfe enough to be confuted.

Pore’s Effay on Criticifm,

A method loaded with fo many impro-
prieties, could not long continue in vogue.
Divines, weary of the ftiff, dry and un-
animated manner of the Schools, to which
they had been long fhackled, eagerly {eiz-
ed the firft opportunity to break loofe from
it. Such opportunity was not long want-
ing., The period which fucceeded this
afforded 1t.

Then there were fome powcrful efforts
made to introduce arbitrary Government,
and the unreftrained exerciie of it. The

people, efpecially in the Nothern part of
: the
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the kingdom, unable any longer to brook
the meafures which were gone nto by
thoic in the adminftration, were roufed jn-
to a kind of enthufiattic warmth in de-
fence of their civil Liberty. And as the
attempts upon this were alfo accompanied
with fome upon their religious Liberty, this
heat of temper foon difcovered itfelf in Re-
ligion likewife.  And there being nothing.
perhaps more difficult than to afcertain the
bounds to which it may be indulged, it

was enflamed beyond what coel reafon
could approve.

Oppofition ferved but to increafe this
prevailing fpirit flill the more. Such of the
Clergy as fuffered for an oppofition to the
meafures of the Court, found it neceffary to
fcrew up the paffions of the people as high
as poflible: While, on the other hand,
that wildnefs which was thus produced,
ferved 1n it's turn to inflame the Clergy

into a fhill warmer zeal for the fupport of
their Party.

Such
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Such a f{pirit, both in the clergy and
people, was the almoft unavoldable confc-
quence of the humour of the times in
which they lived. It diffuled itfelf on

every fide, and all who were not difpofed
to chime 1n with the meafures of a corrupt

Court, and an Ecclefiaftic Hierarchy, then

thoughtequally corrupt, catched the {pread-
ing flame. There was not then fo much as a
poffibility of feemuing to be religious, with-
out fecling, or pretending to feel, this tem-
per. From thence it 1s cafy to guefs what
the ftrain of fermonizing muft have been

at this time. Warm, pathetic, loofe and
incorre&, and deeply tinctured with en-
thufiafim ; their difcourfes were little more
than a play upon words, tortured to ferve the
purpofes of the wildeft fancy, and the moft
unintelligible myfticifim. With this view,
fuch paffages of the Prophets, the Song of
Solomon, or the Revclations§, as were

moit

§ T hope I fhall not be miftaken, as if I meant to throw
any refletion upon thefe parts of the facred Volume, No-
thing can be farther from my intention, My defign is only

to



[ 241 ]
moft obfcure, were fele@ed, as the themes
or {ubjelts of their difcourfes. If but the

{found

to take notice of a fa, relating to the manner of preach.
ing during the period of which I write, and to take the
opportunity of this note modeit!y to animadvert upon the
conduét of thofe, who Sl feem to delight in the choice

of the moft obfcure places of feripture, as the foundation
of their difcourfes ; when others, more plain and equaily
to their profiffed purpofe, might be found elfewhere, and
particularly in the writings of the New Teftament,

which, in a {pecial manner, contain the Religion of the
Chriftian.

The Prophetic Style muft, from the very nature of it,
be in many places involved, intricate and obfcure ; and
tho’ no doubt a great deal of this is worn off, by the com-
pletion of many of the Prophecics, which ferves as a key
to them, yet ftill there remains fo much obfcurity upon
them, that if wecan, by the helps we now have, pene-
rate through it, it muft take great pains to difpel the
cloud, and occafion to a popular audience a necdlefy
wafte of time, in cominz at the plain and {imple truth
contained under it. As to the Song of Solsman, confidered
as a fubject of fermonizing, take the opinion of 4 very
good judge, in his own words: ¢ A compoiition it is,
““ of which I muft needs fay, that how naturally 1oever it
“ came from a monarch of his characler, in thefe carly
¢¢ days of Eaftern imagination and Eaftern ardor, itfhould
“by no means be made : mode! for Chriftian writers.

Vor. I. R In
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found anfwered their purpofe, no matter
though the original defign of the words
WilS

¢« Tn the New Teftament, though produced from the fame
“¢ origin, we find very little of this fort, and that little in
¢ the chafteft and purett ftrain, at the fame time that we
«¢ arc required and taught to worfhip God, who is a fpirit,
«“in fpirit and in truth. But, when we difapprove of
¢ the practice as indifcreet, muft we condemn 1t too as
¢ (enfual ¥ Or becaufe, in fome it may have been the
«¢ ebullition of a lafcivious fancy, fhall we pronounce it
¢ to be fo in all ? Certain it is, that, among fuch as have
¢ yfed it, there have been not afew cminently diftin-
< guifhed by the purity of their manners.” (Dr. Fordyec's
Sermoéns to Younz Women, Sermon 1oth,)—And with

refpect to the Book of the Revelations (a few of the firft

Chapters excepted, which are pretty practical) the fame
obje&tion lies againft the ufe of it, as the fubject of public
inftruction, as again{t the Prophets : Yea, in this refpect,
the objeltion muft be greater, becaufe many of the cvents
forctold have not yet happened ; and fo we can often
form but a vain, or at molt but 2 probable conjecture
concerniny the meaning of thofc places, which arc pre-
diétions of thein 5 and of this ob{crvation what a {triking
proof have we in the praltical picces and commentarics
(Lowman’s"['reatife and fome few others excepted) which
have been written upon this Book £

The choice of fubjets which a preacher makes, is, if he
ke not a flave to the writings of others, no mean proof of
his

il
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was againft it.  From thence the preaclier
was furnithed with an opportunity of Ziving

his turn of mind, and the peculiar way inwhick he inclines
to exert himfelf,  And when thofe in which he {feems
molt to delight, arc fuch as are involved in all the-ob-
fcurity of ancient allegory and cuftoms, he gives reafon
to the more judicious part of his audicnce to {ufpedt, that
he aims at raifing a mean popularity to himfalf, by flat-
tering a weaknefs incident to humanity, and which pre-
vails in no inconfiderable degree in thofe, whofe minds
have not the advantage of the culture and improvement
of a liberal education ; the wealknefs I mean, is that pro-
penfity they difcaver to be entertained and delichted with
what favours of the myferious and marvelsus.

Nothing can be better caleulated to afford the preacha
ery who can perfuade himfelf to take the advantage of it,
the opportunity of gratifying this paflion, than the choice
of fuch fubjcls, and the manner in which he ;s obliged
to handle them. But how far this conduces to the ed;.
fication of his hearcrs, or a rationsl religion, a little re-

ficction upon their religious creed, or fyflem of fajth, will
cafily difcover,

Itis 3 fincere regard for the interefts of religion, not an
inclination to cenlure any of it's munifters, which prompts
the author to make this remark, and therefore he hopes
they will not only bear with him, and excufe the freedom
he has ufed in it but alfo, that they will be pleafed tq con-
ader it with the fame cardor with which he has made
i1t, and then he cannot entertain a doubt of their admit-
ting the propriety of it, -
R 2 an
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an unlimited range to his wild 1magination,
of inflaming the paffions of the people,
and at the fame time, of concealing his own
ignorance of the true meaning of his text,
under the laboured pains he ordinarily took

for what he called, an illuftration of it.

Though, in thefe re{pects, their difcour-
fes were juftly blameable, yet it muit be
owned, that there appeared 1nmany of them
a warmer {pirit of devotion, and a hvelier
fenfe of divine things, than has obtained
{ince.

When the paffions of the people, which
had been heated by the {pirit of faction and
party, and the convulfions of the ftate, had
time to {ubfide, and the tempers of all were.
hecome more cool, the difcourfes of the
Clergy became more cool and temperatealfo.
And indeed, to the honour of this period, it
muit be owned that there {prung up a tafte
for the liberal arts and fciences, unknown
¢o former times, the happy effects of
which were abundantly difcernable 1n the

Theological
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Thelogical compofitions of this age. Many
of 1it’s divines were eminent, as for their
fublime piety and extenfive knowledge, fo
alfo for a ftrength and energy of ftyle, and
a tafte and correctnefs in compofition, which
will ftand the examination even of times
of ftill greater litcrary improvement, And
it may be juftly faid that the preaching art,
if not carried to perfetion by any, yet did
it recetve a high degree of refinement from
many of them. Difgufted with the dry
explications of a fyftem, the brawls of con-.
troverly, or the rants of a wild enthufiafm,
which diftinguithed the former periods,
they ftudied 2 manner more rational, and,
therefore better adapted to promote the
knowledge and interefts of virtue; a manner
happily removed at a proper diftance from
the raptures and uncommon fervours of
enthufiaflm on the one hand, and from
what might be reckoned cold, frigid, and
unanimated, on the other,

‘The acquaintance which divines, in this
pertod more than in any of the former,

began
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began to cultivate with the writings of
antiquity, contributed not a little, as |

have already hinted, to refine their own
tafte, and thereby to improve the manner

of their preaching.

Filled with an admiration of the learn-
ing and tafte of thefe divines, thole who
fucceeded them ftudied to improve by an
imitation of them. They were ambitious
of an acquaintance with the learned fages
of Greece and Rome. They perufed their
writings ; they were pleafed; they were de-
lighted with their fentiments, and the
manner in which they exprefled them.
So far the ftudy of the anticnts had 2 moft
happy effect. But tran{ported with a kind
of enthufiaftic admiration of them, they
began unluckily to think, they could 1n
no way fo well acquire a reputation for
learning to themfelves, or plcafe and edify
their hcarers better, than by difclofing
thofe famed fources of ancient knowledge :
And in this opinion they gave themfelves an
unlimited range in all the wilds of meta-

phyﬁcal
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phyfical reverie, or the labyrinths of
philofophical difcuffion.

A difcourfc formed upon any other plan,
or 1n a difterent ftyle, in their opinion, be-
trayed a want of learning, genius and tafte.,
Had you gone into any of our churches
while this humour prevailed, you would
have been apt to imagine yourfelves tranf-
perted, by fome unaccountable inchant-
ment, into the Lyceum, the Academy, or
fome other of the Schools of the ardcient
Philofophers, of whom the Preacher wae
an admirer, and would have thought that
his intention was, rather to inftru& hie
hearers in the dod@rines of a Plato, an

Ariftotle, or a Sencca, than in thofe of
Jefus Chrift.

Such abftract and metaphyfical difqui-
itions might afford the Preacher a large
theatre, upon which to caifplay his know-

ledge of ancient learning, but could afford
hittle infiru@ion to the great body of his

hearers.  The novelty of phrafe, the fiff-

nefs
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nefs of arcumentation, and the jejune man-
ner which obtained in thefe philofophical
-compofitions might pleafe a few, but could
not fail to offend incomparably more.

On this account our Preachers were
foon obliged to alter their method again.
They exchanged this laft for another,
more agrecable indeed to a popular au-
dience, I mean that of declamatory ba-
rangues, to which very often the text had
{carce fuch a relation, as to ferve for a
proper motto to it. Thefe indecd, as they
faid lefs reftraint upon the preacher, fo they

pave lefs to the hearer.  In fuch there was
room for all the ornaments of imagery and
pifturefque dcfcription, therefore thefe
for a confiderable time won the palm of
applaufe. But there is at leaflt one defedt,

and a capital onc too, which they labour
under, and that is, that they are for the
moft part, fo airy and flimfy, and have {o
little of body or matter, that when you
come to analyfe them, you find there 1s but

very little fubftance in them, A thought
ot
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or two wire-drawn, and diverfificd in the
drefs in which they are exhibited, are 21] the
admired contents of onec of them, and fo,
like a diet too weak and thin, they become
unfit for {fupporting, much more for invi-
gorating the fpiritual and divine lifa 3.

Thus we have carried down our cnquiry
to the prefent time, and every readar can

cafily conceive many reafens why it thould

{top here.

§ See Theodorus; or, A Dialorue concerning the
Art of Preaching ; to which the author acknowledzes

himfelf indebted for feveral hintsin this 1aft or third fec-
tion.

END OF THE FIRST VOLUNME,

Yor. I. S
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