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Plalm cvir, 13.
Through God we fhall do valiantly : for He it is

that fhall tread down our Enemues.
l Exiftence and Perfections of God ma-
nifefted in the formation and gcsern-

ment of the world. To eftablith our minds
in the belief, and imprefs our hearts with the
power of that noble Principle, a Divine Pro-
vidence, the facred Writings are perpetually
introducing God in the {cenes of Nature and
the affairs of Men. He is reprefented as the
great Supreme Agent, who condicts the com-
mon and extraordinary motions of the inani-
mate world, controuls the counfels and actions
of mankind, and difpofes all Effects and Events
{o as thereby to accomplith the wife and good
defigns of his own Moral Admimftration. The
regular fucceflion of day and night, and the
changing {eafons of the year, are the Ordinances
of Heaven and Earth which God hath appointed.
When it thunders, the Scripture calls us zo
bear attentively the noife of bis voice and the Jound
that goeth out of his mouth : He direlleth it under
the whole Heaven, and bis lightning unto the ends
of the Earth. After it a voice roareth : He thun-
dereth with the voice of bis excellency. Does it
rain ? 1t 1s God wbhich doeth great things and uns

fearchable, marvellous things without number :
A oo

HE Scripture 1s ever inculcating the
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Who giveth rain upon the carth, and [endeth wa-
-~ ters upon the fields. An Earthquake is in Scrip-
ture language the immediate operation of God,
Wio removeth the mountains, and they know not :
Whe overturneth them in bis anger: Who [haketh
the earth out of ber place, and the pillars theseof
tremble.  If we proceed to the Affairs of Men,
the Scripture, we find, 1s equally careful 1n de-
claring God to be the Great Superintendent

and Manager of them. Do Empires grow up-
and perifh? ¢ 75 He that buildeth and plant-

eth, that pulleth dewn and deflroveth. Do Na-
tions tife-ahd difappear, flourifh and decay?
He increafeth thé notions and defiroyeth them, He
enlargeth the nations, and flraitneth them again.
Are publick Counfels divided, flutuating, di-
ftralted? He raketh away the beart of the chief
of the people of the Earth, and caufeth them to
wander 1 a wildernefs where there 1s no way.
Is the Adminiftration of a Kingdom prudently
conducted ? the Lord 1s thereby exalted, be bath
Silled it with judgement : and, in confequence of
his-tavour, wifdom and knowledge are the flability
of thefe times, and firength of Jalvation. ¥s a
Nation unprofperous in War? 1t 15 He wbo
leadeth their coanfellours away fpoiled, and maketh
the rulers jfools : awho poureth contempt upos
Princes, and weakenetb the firength of the Mighty.
Do They, on the contrary, prevail in batile ?
thirougn God we fball do valiantly: for He it is
that fhall tread down our Enemies, 'Thus Reve-
lation, you fee, 1s conftantly calling our atten-
tion from Natural caufes, inftruments, and
means, to the Firft caufe, thereby teaching us
to give unto the Lord the glory that is due.

5o
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So that the great Principle of Piety inculcated
by the whole {tramn of Scripture, and by our
Text 1n paxtlculal, 15, that all National Prof-.

perity, efpecially profpeuty In war, 1s owing
to the Blefling of Divine Providence : to which,

therefore, 1t ought to be afcribed with mofk
fincere, fervent, and folemn T hankfgwmg In
treating this fub]e& I {hall {hew,

In the FirsT place, that to honour God in
this manner is a molt reafonable duty, and,
therefore, to every reafonable and well-difpofed
mind, a moft delightful Employment.

For to afcribe our National Succefles to God
15 afcribing them to their true Original Caufe,
Men cannot juftly claim any honour from fuch
events than what belongs to moral Inftruments
and Means, the honour of having faithfully
employed the great talents intrufted to them
for the benefit of mankind, The Wildom of
the Politician, and the prudent Conduct of the
General, are the G‘lftb of God. He, who 1s
the fountain of hﬂ'ht and wifdom, beftows the
capacity and fmeﬁght which form an admi-
rable Oeconomy of Government, or fettles an
excellent plan of mulitary operations. The
Authors OF fuch falutar rmeafmca are endow’d
with their nable talents by Him. Iis Provi-
dence raifes up perfons of eminent abilities
and public {pirit in a Critical Seafon, when-
ever he 1s pleafed to do fome great thing for
any People. The happy execution of well-
concerted defigns 1s owing to his over-ruling
Influence. The health of .the Seamen and
soldiers, the accidents of weather and oppor-

A 2 tunity,
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tunity; together with the many hittle circums
~frances on which Viftory {o often depends, are
ot within the command of Men, but are en-
~ tirely at the difpofal of God. It would, there-
fore, be‘as abfurd to impute Succefles of this
kind to Human Agents, or to Chance, as 1t
would be to impute an excellent piece of
workmanfhip to Cafualty, or to the Uteniil
which the Workman ufes in making it. But
to afcribe our Succefs in War {olely or chiefly
to Second Caufes, 1s not only abfurd : It 1s alio
impious. It is defrauding God of his Right,
It 1s fnatching the government of the world
out of his hands. It is laying the ax to the

root of Piety, and levelling with one blow Naa
tional Rebigion and Virtue. |
Further, to confider and own our Succefles
as flowing from the Mercy and Benediction of
God, 15 not more reafonable than it is delight-
ful. 1t heightens greatly their value and our
enjoyment. The happy confequences of a. Sc-
ries of Triumphs are not obftruéted, nor 1s the
fecurity and glory of a People diminithed, by
juft and pious acknowledgment of our being
indebted to Gad for them. They receive, more-
over, great addition of worth, and are relifhed
with a much more fublime and exquifite plea-
fure. For, in this view, they are enjoyed as
indications of the Divine Care of us. A man
of a publick fpirit, but withal deftitute of Piety,
rejoices 1 thefe favourable Events to his Coun-
try: and the more extenfive his profpet 1s of
the honour and benefit refulting from them,
‘the hivelier will be his joy. A Good Man has

equal love to his nation, equal fenfibility to
the
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the glory and advantage from a ¢ourfe of Vie-
tories over the Enemies of his Country: But
Devotion gives to. him a vaft fuperiority of;
Enjoyment. Gratitude to the Governour of the
World pours into his heart additional joys;
and fwells his Triumph with divine pleafure,,
infinitely beyond the Exultation of a man
who 1s void of this enlarging and celeftial
principle. Devotion. 1s the nobleft and moft
delightful exercife of a reafonable Being. - A
habit of Devotion 1s the richeft ornament and
glory of the human mind. Thankigiving is
the moft amimating part of Devotion. It opens,
warms, and iavigorates the foul by great and
affeCting conceptions of the glorious Attribntes
of the Supreme Being, exerted for the Good of
his reafonable Creatures : and the more exten-
five his Benefits are, and the wider their influ-
ence is to make multitudes, entire- Communi-
ties and Kingdoms happy, the more, elevated
are- 2 devout man’s views of the Wifdom,
Power, and Goodnefs, from whence thefe com-
prehenfive bleflings flow. Neither 1s this part
of Devotion lefs honourable to God than de-
ightful to ourfelves. Offer unto God Thankf~
giving 1s a precept, which intimates the Su-
preme Being- to- be particularly pleafed. with
this oblation. He delights to behold his:Rea-
{onable Creatures rejoicing in the effects of his
Goodnefs, and rejoicing in Him as the Author
of their Bleflings, and.the God of their Salva-
tion. It 1s {urely a Sight peculiarly.grateful
to.Him, to view a whole Nation kneeling- be-
fore him, and adoring Him as the Fountain of

thewr felicity, glorying in Him for the fuccefs
| of
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of thewr expeditions, and afcribing to Him the
honour of their Viftories. When this facri-
fice of praife 1s prefented by fo many thou-
{ands, with one heart and one mind, it is an
Act of Worthip noble in itfelf, worthy of his
acceptance, and tending to very happy Effe(ts
on the manners of a People, This leads me
to obferve, |

SEconNDLY, A truly thankful fenfe of our
obligation to Providence for our national Suc-
cefles, has a powerful tendency to make us a
religious and virtuous People.

Pure, rational, and fervent Devotion, {ea-
{fons the heart with every principle of folid
and f{ubftantial Goodnefs. There 1s a clofe
and infeparable connexion between a reverent
Senfe of the Supreme Being and a Solicituds
to pleafe Him. ~ In particular, affetting views
of his Benevolence, and lively fenfibility to his
Benefits, foften the mind in relenting reflec-
tions on our unworthy behaviour to him, and
by the fweeteft and ftrongeft of all motives,
Gratitude, ftimulates us to render ourfelves
acceptable to Him in our future temper and
deportment. * |

National Thank{giving to God, is a means
of diffufing a Spirit of Devotion through a
whole Nation. And if once a People grow
devout, rationally devout, they will foon be
reclaimed from their follies, 1mpieties, and
vices. Every Individual, who feels his heart
truly affeted by the Goodnefs of God to his
Nation, and clearly perceives his own fecurity
and comfort included in the general Profpe-

Jity,
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tity, will contribute his portion of Gratitude,
thinking himfelf bound by the ftrongeft ties to
honour God by Obedience to his laws.
Thank{giving which ends 1 empty praife, is
not Devotion. That which 1s real, that which
flows from worthy {fentiments of the Supreme
Being, cannot terminate in the homage of the
lips. It penetiates the foul, it fixes there a
principle of Religion which will exert itfelf in
great and extenfive effects. It meliorates the
heart, and prompts and determines us to all
the works o% rightecuinefs.

Another Effeft of Devout Gratitude to God,
will be Gratitude to Men, whom He employs
as the minifters of his Providence in doing us
Good. If we truly honour Him as the Origin
of our bleflings, we fhall not fail to behave
becomingly to Thofe who have been {fubfervient
to Him in accomplithing the fecurity and ex-
alting the glory of his favoured people. A
Contrary behaviour 1s the fruit of urreligion,
as the Author of the Hiftory of the Judges has
wilely remarked : the Children of Urael remem-
bered not the Lord their God, who bad delivered
them out of the bands of all their enemies on every
Side : nesther [hewed they kindnefs to the Houfe of
Jerubbaal, namely Gideon, according to all the
goodnefs which he bhad fhewed untoIfrael. It 1s
a crime of the higheft ndture to be unthank-
ful to God. It 15 alfo exceeding culpable to bé
ingrateful to our human Benefattors. Our
wife and watchful Governours who plan the
{chemes of Defence and Triumph, our Gene-
rals and Adrurals alfo, together with their
Subaltern Agenfs, who expofe their lives in

the
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the éxecution of thofe fcheries, have a juft
claim to their refpective fhares in our Efteern,
Affetion, and Prafe. |
“ Such then 1s the mamfeft tendency of Na-
tional Thank{giving to God to produce a {pirit
of piety, reformation from wickednefs, and
the prevalence ef focial Order and Virtue
among a peoplée.  Thefe Effeéts are infinitely
more valuable than the temporal bleflings
conveyed and fecured by the greateft fuccefies.
Victory over our Vices 1s incomparably more
noble and beneficial than all the Trophies wé
vain from oui énemies. When National Ho-
fours and Triumphs produce this fruit, when
they are the means of awakening Piety, fup-
prefling Immoerality; and promoting a vigor-
ous pra&ice of all the focial Virtues, then is
our Caufe of rejoicing increafed beyond Ex-
preflion, and a firm Foundation is laid of
Confidence 1n God. For;

THIRDLY, to confider our fucceiles as Effeéts
of his blefling, and to offer to him fincere
Thank{giving on that account, is the way to
faife eur hope and fix our truft in his Provi-
dence for compleat Salvation.
 Through God we fball do valiantly : For He it
15 that [ball tread dowon our enemites. 'Thefe are
concife expreflions and full of weighty mean-
ing. They give unto God the Glory of Vic-
tories already gained, and exprels a Hope, yed
more than a Hope, a Confidence in his future
Benedition; and, through that Benedition,
an Affurance of continued and accomplifh’d
triumph,



[ 11 ]

. If we acknowledge the advantages we have
hitherto obtained in war to be owing to
His afliftance, we cannot refufe to own that
without the continuation of the fame affiftance
Our Profperity cannot be abiding. We have
no reafon, indeed, to fear that the courage of
our Ofhcers and Soldiers, our Admirals and
Seamen, will forfake them. Yet, without the
blefling of God, that wifdom and unanimity
in out Couniels which has hitherto fo well
direCted the Operations of valour, and laid out
with {fo much judgement the Objects of our
military attempts, may be deftroyed by future
divifions, or rendered ineffectual by number-
lefs contingencies. So that mn another Cam-
paign things may turn againft us, notwith-
ftanding prefent appearances are fo promifing.
Wherefore the favour of God alene can {ecure
a happy 1iffue to our affairs, and bring us with
honour out of this long and dangerous war.
But unfeigned thankfulnefs for the Mercy he
hath already fhewn us, and fincere Thank{-
giving to Him on that account, 1s one means
to engage the permanence of his favour. If
withal our Thank{givings are perfected in real
reformation and obedience to his laws, we
fhall be certain of the future Operations of his
Providence on our Side. For rightecufnefs ex-
alteth a nation.  Blefled 15 the Pecple whofe God
25 the Lord.

On this firm foundatien of Confidence 1n
God, our fouls will ftand as on a high and
ftrong Eminence, from whence we may take a
a large extent of glorious profpett. We wid;n

tne
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the horizon of our joy. We look round abeiit
us and fee a great way forward. We con-
template our prefent fuccefles as pledges of the
Divine Affection and. perfevering Benediction.
We juitly confider the imimediate honour and
fecurity refulting from our victories, as big with
bleflings to the Generations to come, and may
triumph in well eftablifhed hope that we fhall
tranfmit our religion, our laws, our liberties;
our trade, our national glory, to our lateft
Pofterity. Through God we fhall do valiantly ;

For He iz is that fliall tread down our Enemies.
- Now then, 1 order to imprefs our minds
with fuch fenfe of our obligations to God as
will effectually move us to becoming returns. of

Gratitude and Obedience; |
Let us compare our prefent fituation, in
confequence of his Blefling, with That we were
fo lately in.. This important and- perilous war
opened, 1n the year feventeen hundred and
fifty-five, with the ill-condu&ed and unfortu-
nate March of General Braddock againft Fort
du Quefne, erected by the Fresch in the territory
of Virgima, near the junction of the River
Monongabela with the great and noble river
Obio, 'The difgrace of his defeat was fome-
what qualified by Colonel Monckson’s redudtion
. of Nova-Scotia, and by Sir William obnfon's
vitory over the French army near Lake George.
Which Victory, however, or rather Repulfe of
an attack, was the only fruit of the Expedi-
tion under that Commander againft Crowz-
Point, a fortrefs built by the French on the lands
belonging to the Province of New-2ork. The

fol-
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following year, fifty-iix, wil! do nc Honour to
the Bruifh annals.  Our Punics {vem the ap-
prehenfion of a threatcr.it Invafion, the fean-
dalous.behaviour of 2 i.vf/h Admiral in the
Mediterranean {ea, =nd the Lofs of the Ifland of
Minorca, are {till remembered with a bluth, and
will be read and talked of by our Childrens
Chuddren with aftonithment and fhame. The
Divifions and Diftractions which embroiled
our Counfels quickly after, and the myfterious
influence which defeated the formidable defign
again{t Rochefort, compleated our difhonour,
heightened our danger, and brought us to the
verge of deftrution. We became « By-word
of the Nations, and an hiffing and 'a reproach
emong all Countries. Confufion covered us,
Trembling took hold on us, and Defpair {at 1n
every Countenance. But on a {fudden the {cene
began to change. OurGod, who {eemed to have
caft us off, interpofed in the article of extreme
Diftrefs. He raifed up the Men whom He had
chofen, whom he made the honoured Inftru-
ments of reftoring and eftablithing Harmony
in our Couniels, and of awakening and dif-
fufing a Martial Spirit in our Fleets and Ar-
mies. From that time the Brs7/h Sun emerged
out of his Eclipfe, and fhone with his ancient
- Strength and Glory. From that aufpicious
fira we have gone from ftrength to ftrength,
The Britifb Arms triumph in every Quarter of
the World. Europe, Afia, Africa, America be-
hold with wonder our victorious Colours. Our
Enemies flee before us in every climate. Their
wealthy Iflands, their Forts, their {ftrong City,
- B2 - have
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have {ubmitted to our conquering power. All
their vaft and towering {chemes of ambition
are vanifhed as a vifion of the night, Nothing

1s left them but Rage, Defpair, and Empty
Threats.

But this Subjett 1s too interefting to be
treated in {uch a curfory and general way. It
deferves, 1t demands, the moft diftinét and
paltlcula1 view. Let us then obferve,
~ That {ome of our molt important Victories
were gained by a very great interiority of
Numbers pn our part, or againit prodigious
Advantages on the fide of the Enemy in point
of fituation and the many and great difficulties
and dangers which our Forces had to encoun-
ter . Dangers and Difficulties {fo many and
great as to cut off almoft all rational hope of
overcoming them. The Victory in the plains
of Minden is an inftance of the former of thefe

cafes ; the no lefs glorious Conqueft of Quebeg
1S an example of the latter.

In the next place, 1t merits particular atten-
tion, that our Succefles have followed one
another in a Chain, without the Intervention
of any thing worthy to be called a Difappoint-

ment, to aamp our joy and deduct from the
value of our Acquifitions. This is the more

remarkable on account of the vaft and un-
common Extent of the W‘ar, and the gi eat Va-

riety of plans to be put in execution, over fuch

a length of Seas, and in fuch widely-diftant
Reglons

The Space of Time, likewife, in which all
thefe great things have come yinto us, 1s war-

th%
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thy of regard. 'The major part of them have
been crowded nto the narrow compafs of a
fingle Year. No fingle Year in our hiftory
was filled with {fuch a number of Events fo
lufirious and beneficial to our nation.

In the laft place, the Effects of our Victo-
ries do moft ot all challenge our Confideration.
Thefe Effelts are, the Milchiefs prevented, the
Lofs to the Enemy, and the Gamn to Our-
felves. The Miichiefs prevented are many and
terrible. ‘The Overthrow of the numerous
army of France by the renowned Ferdinand,
{faved Our King’s Eleftoral Dominions from
being turned into a Wildernefs, and made a
{cene of famine and deftru¢tion. The Lofs of
our American {ettlements, the rumn of our
trade, the filling of thefe Kingdoms with blood
and rapine, the overthrow of the Proteftant
{ucceflion, and, therewith, of our civil and
religious liberties, are the Evils which We have
efcaped. On the other hand, the Damage our
Enemy has fuftained 1s immenfe. By the ha-
vock we have made of their fhips of war, their
-Naval Strength 1s in a manner utterly broken.
Their Trade 1s entirely ftagnated. Its {fources
are ftopped. Their principal{fupplies of Wealth
are transferred into our hands. Several of
their moft valuable Settlements are {natched
from them. Almoft all their vaft Dominions
in North America have been compelled to obey
the Scepter of Great Britarn. But the gan to
Us 1s greater than the Enemy’s lofs. We

‘have not only acquired a mighty enlargement
of
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of Dominion, and acceffion of Glory and
Power, but allo a very great extenfion of our
Trade, and, which 1s of principal confidera-
tion, we are 1n poffeffion of Securities, which,
if we keep. them, will obtain for us a moft
honourable Peace; a Peace, which will efta-
blith the enjoyment of our Religion, our Go-
vernment, our Liberty, our Property, on 8
Bafis that will endure for many generations.

Over and above all thefe Great and Good -
things, our favoured Kingdoms have not only
been hitherto preferved 1n Tranquillity, amidit
the miferies and horrors of war which have
fpread over many Countries: but God has
likewife crowned this ever-memorable Year
with a moft wonderful Harveft, which for ths
abundance of Grain of all kinds, the excellent
condition of every kind, and the uncommonly
favourable Seafon for gathering 1t in, can
fcarce be parallel'd by another in the memory
of the oldeft perfon living.

‘Wherefore, let us offer unto God Thank{-
giving, Let us with moft fervent Gratitude
afcribe our Salvation and eur Triumphs to the
powerful and gracious energy of his Provi-
dence. Let us, moreover, chearfully truft that
He will never leave us nor forfake us, until he
hath made our Enemies our footftool. But
then, to fecure the Continuation of his fa-
vour, we muft approve ourfelves worthy of it.
Let us honour him by reverent Obfervance of
his Appointments; and by willing and vigo-
rous Obedience to hts moral Laws.  So doing,
we may affure ourfelves of a glorious Period

to
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to this war, and of tran{mitting to our latef}
Pofterity the glory and advantages we have
gained by it. For fuch blefled Conclufion of
things let us earneftly pray. Far from de-
lighting in War, and indulging a vain ambi-
tion to increafe our greatnefs, let us befeech
Almighty God to difpofe our Enemies to the
defire of Peace, and that he would be pleafed
to put an End to the muferies of mankind, by
reconciling the Princes and Nations in lafting
bonds of harmony and love.

HY M N.
I NG to the Lord, exalt his Name,
The mighty God of War:

Who guards our fertile fields, whe brings
Our trophies from a-far,

Our conquering Bands, with glorious toil,
Have all the feafons try'd

In frozen wilds and burning {ands,
Thy Providence their Guide.

On Minden’s plain, our httle Hoft
Mov’d fearlefs to the fight:

"The hoftile legions fled, they fell
By thoufands in their flight.

Triumphs
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%Triumphs on India’s wealthy coaft
Secure our Merchants Gain.

Fam’d Senegal his Gum refigns,
And Guadaloupe her Cane,

In realims by Britifh valour won,
The long Obzo ftrays.
And Canada’s * Majettick Flood

Imperial Homage pays.

Our Heroes climb’d his rocky Steep,
Confufion broke our Foes.

On the ftrong Citadel a-loft,
Britannia’s Banner tofe.

A Kingdom won! but oh how high
The Price our Glory coft ! I

Still give us wife and gallant Chiefs
And lovd like Him we loft,

Sing to the Lord, exalt his Name,
The mighty God of War: |
Who guards our fertile fields, who brings
Our trophies from a-far.

* The River St. Laurence, on which ffands Quebec the Capfta! of
the French Empir in North America.

HYMN
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H Y M N
For the Public F A § T, Feb. 16, 1750,

LMIGHTY Ruler of the Skies,
'Tis Thine alone to fave.
Vain is the Wifdom of the Wile,
And Valour of the Brave.

The Wifdom of the Wifeft fails,

"~ If thy Difpleafure frown:

No Valour of the Brave avails,
If Thou wilt caft them down

Upftarting from her low eftate
Of cowardice and fhame,
Britain, arous’d, again 1s great

In prowefs and in fame,

Thy favring Gales have borne along
Her fleets to India's thore: |
Her armies in thy might were {trong,

Her foes infult no more,

Yet, trembling in our Joy, we kneel
Before Thy awful feet :
Our Sins, Indulgent Father, heal,

‘And make our Blifs compleat.

The Pow'rs whom furious Difcords rend,
To Friendfhip reconcile:

And bid fweet Peace her Wings extend

~ O'er Britain's happy lfle. ~

F I N I



