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A. C T S xi. 36.

For David, aﬂer he bad ferved his own generation
by the will of God, fell on fleep.

FHYHESE Words, are part of St. Paul’s addrefs to

i the inhabitants, of Antioch in Pifidia.—Af-
ter a courfe of hiftorical remarks, he -at length 1n-
troduces his favourite fubject, ¢ that according to
promife, God had raifed unto Ifrael a Saviour Je-
fus.” Pertinent as the difcufiion of fuch a fubject
would have been on other occafions ; it was now
particularly recommended from the circumftance,
that hewas in a Jewifh {ynagogue, fpeaking to
thofe who were avowed infidels to the Meffiahfhip

of Chrift. Under the influence of ftrong delu-

fion, that another Saviour fhould in future be rail-

ed up, they were unwearied to diftort the whole
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{yftem of fcripture prophecy, in fupport of fo falfe
and hazardous an opinion-—Profefied believers 'in
the old teftament writings, they were ftill blind to
their furprifing fulfilment with reference to Chrift,
in a large number of refpelts. That he might
meet the prejudices of his hearers to the greater
advantage, and be more likely remove them ; the
apoftle therefore direts their attention to the re-
furretion, m the light of certain prophecies, which
were allowed by them to be of unqueftionable au-
thority—<¢ And we declare unte you glad tidings,
how that the promife which was made unto the fa-
thers, God hathtulfilled thelame unto us their chil-
dren, in that he hath raifed up Jefus again; asitis
alfo written in the fecond Pfalm, thou art my {on,
this day have I begotten thee—and as concerning
that he railed him up from the dead, now no more
to return to corruption, he {aid on this wile, I wilk
give you the fure mercies of David—wherefore he
faith alfo in ancther Pfalm, thou fhalt not fufler
thine holy one to fee corruption—for David after
e had ferved his owon generation by the will of God,
fell on fleep.”’ But it is not my defign, to purfue
the argument of the text any further—Content
with the remarks already made, as toits original
intention ; I fhall now attempt to accommodate 1t
to the prefent mournful occafion, in the light of 2
detached paflage—an hifferical fretch, which com-
memorates the virtues and laments the death of
an eminently great and good man. -

THREE enqunies, will comprife the fubftance of
what is thus propofed ;—when a perfon may be
faid, to ferve his generation——the fenfe in which
he is to be confidered, as doing it by the will of
God—and the nature of that fleep into which he
afterwards falls. o
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-~ WitH reference to the fiz/2 of thele enquiries ;
a perfon may be faid to have ¢ lerved his genera-
tion,”” when he has done the whole of that good
to mankind for which the forming hand of his cre-
ator appears to have defigned him. Great abili-
ties and an - elevated {phere ot ation, are by no
~means eflential to the charalter. The honeft fer-
vant—the laborious hulbandman—thole who pur-
{ue the learned proieflions—and the civilian ; may
all have it truly faid of them, that they ferve their
generation. No circumitance can be more eli-
evident, than that the prefcnt {tate of things was
never defigned for perfonal independence. Mutual
wants, render mutual afliftance conftantly necefla-
1y ; thus infenfibly {trengthening the bands of the
focial ftate, and furnifhing a prattical argument 1in
favour oi that benevolence, which is the perteltion
of the univerfe. Indeed, was it not for the de-
pendance of man upon man, a link would be mil-
{ing from that inconceivably long chain, which
fulpends from Jchovah’s hand creation at large ;
down to tliofe more obfcure articles, many of
which 1t 1s dimcult to conceive why they were
ever made,

Bur proper and needful as it 15, for thefe and
other realons, to ferve ones owon generation, there is
nothing to difcountenance the moit earneft folici-
tude and {irenuous endeavors, to {ubflerve the in-
terelts of generations yet unborn, Itisthe charac-
terof a narrow miad, to be altogether wrapped up
inpurfuit of perfonal advantages; it is that of one,
comparatively {o, to lock no further than the ben-
efit of neighbours—acquaintance—ar other cotem-

~poraries. 'The enlarged profperity of an individ-
ual at the diftance of centuries, is an obje& not
merely to be wifhed, but altively laboured
tor,;f0 long as {ubftantial increafs is made to the
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quantity of human happinefs, it matters lefs, whe-
ther it be within the limits of our own zra or of
one more remote. Nor is the thought I am now
upon viflonary or impracticable—-It 1s true, the
perfonal, more diret {ervices of mankind to each
other, always ftand confined to a {mall number of
years ; though not to prevent their ufetulnets, ma-
ny times, proving of a much more lafting nature.
‘Was every generation to live for itlelt alone, how
exceedingly limited would improvement be of ev-
ery kindr The arts—{cience, and morals, would
be placed upon much more unfavorable ground
than at prefent; virtuous example lole 1its De-
friending efte&t upon the world, and long eltab-
lifhed order, by cealing to operate, leave each tuc-
ceflive period the prey of anarchy, with its whole
train of unwelcome confequences. The remark
is no doubt juft, that a perfon cannot fail to {ub-
{erve the interefts of poiterity, provided he lerves
his own generation as he both may and ought.
Thofe parts of conduét which operate at the pre-
fent time in a beneficial form, are certain to fupport
the fame charalter, in a way of more diltant con-

fequence.,

TuEe obje&t of our fecond propofed enquiry, is
the fenfe in which he who ferves his generation,
may be confidered as doing it by the will of God.
What words could make more exprels recogni-
tion, thata divine agency is employed in forming for
the purpofe and direéting to a particular province of
altion. Paffing by that fmall number whole men-
tal capacityis fuch, as fcarcely to give them rank
among moral agents, there are none but what are
capable of being ufeful, in fome or other way.—
That diverfity of conftitutional make, which aii-
qualifiecs for upiverfal famenefs of calling, ard
leads to widely varied purfuits in life, argues {u-
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perior defign, and is of mnexpreflible advantage to
the combined interefls of the world., No depart-
ment of adtion is thus left vacant—the focial body,
like the natural, maintaining that cennection and
fubferviency of parts, fo eflential to the conveni-
ence and moft extended ufefuinefs of the whole,
Wide indeed, are fuch from ferving their gener-
ation by the will of God, who from motives of
~ambiticn or imaginary 1ntereft, croud themf{elves
forward into fome particular department of Iife, for
which they poflefs no natural turn, nor have been
previoufly educated. Plants of another climate,
they fhew themfelves mere dwindled exoties thro’
life ; occupying a place in the vineyard, without
any increafe to the quantity ofits fruits. INumer-
ous are the examples, of perions thus completely
loft, both to themfelves and others. In order to
avoid the contemplated great unhappinefs, the
mind mulft be left to puriue its own native bente
the language cf attending crcumitances, carefully
heeded ; united with frequent f{upplication to him
for guidance, without whom;, it is not in man that
walketh to direét his {teps.

Burt thus careful to fall upon that courfe of
lite, which providence appears to have defigned
ferving our generation by the will of God requires
further, that we induftrioufly employ our whole
ability and time for the purpofe. Formed to be
ufetully active, and never thus happy as when we
are {o, the hours of indolence muft be cautioufly
avoided, and the whole extent of refources, whe-
ther natural or acquired, called into vigorous ope-
ration. Blefled with only a fingle talent, that muft
not be buried in the earth. No adventitious cir-
cumitance, can excufe from a iri® obfervance of
this, the great law both of nature and revelation.
tnthe place of a demand for induftry, barely from

B
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thofe who have no other refource for their (‘culv
fupport ; it is by no means beneath thofe in the
moft ealy circumftances, or whofe honors hang the
thickelt upon them. The mind hefitates not
moment i whofe favour 1t ihall decide ; whether
the great man who is proud and above bufinefs,
or the one who aéts with humility, and does not
feel himfelf degraded, by occ: fional attention to
agricultural or other innocent employments.

- Bur to compleat the idea of ferving ones own
genemtlon by toe will of God, we muit not forget
to mention, a fpirit of conftant dependance upon
him, united with views to the promotion of his
glory—Indeed the former of thele in its full proper
extent, ever implies the latter. The acknowledg-
ment of the heart, ¢ zhat in God we live, move and
have our being, involves the difpofition to think,

ipeak, and a,&: unvaryingly for his glory. You
will remark, I ufe the word difpofition, for nothing
can be more ablurd in 1tfelf, or contradittory to
actual exps.,rlence in the cale of the very beft, than
that the divine glory thould be conftantly thouorht
of, amidit the numerous, varied, and oftentimes
exceedmoly perplexing avocations and employ-
ments of life ; this would be to expeét more from
imperfe€t human nature, rhan is poflible for it to
perform. He who knoweth our frame and remem-
‘bereth that we are but duft, extends his expectta-
tions nothing fo far; but approves the heart
habitually inclined to reft upon and do honour to
him. But words are needlefs, upon {o plain a fub-
jeCt—the ideas of every perfon, muft be fufficiently
extended and accurate, what ferving ones genera-
tion by the will of God imports.  Did prattice in
fuch an inftance keep pace with information, real
defert of chara&er and {ocial oblgation, would

mthout queﬂ:xon, be far greater than at prefentﬁ
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YRreassesnii)

That the number of thofe who extenfively ferve
their generation by the will of God, is fo {mall,
muft not be afcribed to a defictency of motive—
barely the one, that the prefent {ealon, {o rapid in
~its progrefs and of fuch fhort duration, 1s alone
" allowed for the purpole, is {ufiicient were there no
other. As cannot be forgot fuch is a motive which
the text particularly notes, Might Chrift, by his
inftruétions, example, death, and 1nterceflion, {ub-
ferve the interells of each {ucceflive generation to
the end of time; David’s opportunity for doing
the fame, ftood confined to far more narrew limits
—<¢ For David when he had ferved his own gene-
~ ration by the will of God, fell on fleep.”

W are now naturally brought to the #hird and
lalt enquiry upon the prelent fubjett—the nature
of that {leep into which thofe who {erve their gen-
eration by the will of God, atterwards fall. The
import of fleep, as thus {poken of, i1s by no means
difficult to be dilcovered—without queftion it de-
notes death, which 1s the lot of all, whether high
or low, virtuous or vicious—ufefnl in hte or the
reverfe. The fcripture examples of death’s being
alluded to by fuch a form of expreflion, are nu-
merous. We are prelented with them both in the
old and new teltament ; as by the prophet Daniel,
“ and many of them that {leep in the duit of the
earth, fhall awake ; fome to everlafting life and
fome to fhame and everlaftmg contempt—and they
that be wife fhall thineas the firmament: and they
that turn many to righteoulnefs, as the ftars for-
ever and ever.”” And alfo with reference to the
deceafed Lazarus, ¢ thele things faid he, and af-
ter that he faith unto them our friend Lazarus
{leepeth ; but I go that I may awake him out of
{leep.”” Thefe and other fimilar bible declarations,
are obvioufly predicated of the body, and not of

that deathlefs principle the foul.; As tor the latter,




14 A FUNERAL SERMON.

but few points command a greater weight of {crip-
fure evidence, that it continues to maintain a con-
icious exiftence, and inmediately pafles to a {late
of reward, or purifhment, conformably to palt
charalter. Perhaps none have ever called in quel-
tion fuch a fad unlefs fecretly tinGured with infi-
delity. And confining fleep, as delcriptive of
death to the body, how jult and forcible are the
ideas it conveys ¢ Does a want cf confcioulnefs
mark the {tate of a perfon afleep ; how ftrikingly
is fuch fat in reference to the one deceafed? A vari-
ed, bufy world lives no longer for him in any fenfe
or degree.~—IHence that pointed addrefs by Sclo-
men, ¢ whatioever thy hand findeth to do, do it
with thy might ; for there 1s no work, nor know-
ledge, nor device, nor wifdom in the grave whether
thou goeft.” And again to much the fame amount,

where we find ]bb thus fervently expeﬁulatm?
with God,—¢ Are not my days few ? eceale then,
and let me alone, that I may take comforta little,
before 1 go whence I fhall not return, even to the
land of darknefs, and the fhadow of death ; a land
of darknefls as darknels itfelts and of the fhadow
of death, without any order, and where light 15 as
darknefs. It may be alfo noted, as a circumitance
of {trong relemblance between {leep and death,

that they are refpeltively ftates of recefs, from ev-
ery thing which can difturb, and give unealinels.
Does the labomng man, after the fatigues of the
day, retire to reit and his {leep 1s fweet to him;
the fame s true of the good man when defcended
to the grave., Arrived in the place of which in-
{piration obferves ¢ for there the wicked ceale
tfrom troubling, and the. weary are at relt,” the
ftorms of life are forever paft; no care dlﬁurbem
no pain is felt—-no tear is thed, but the wholeisa
ftate of uninterrupted repofe. In-addition to thefe

crcumftances of likenefs betwixt fleep and death,

I
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ey f ypred

I ;,,z only note this equally firixing one-—that
neither of rhem is perpetual, but only preparatory
to ioun waking up, refrefhed and in potieffion of
inereafed vigour. What a widely different con-
cention is this of death, from what the heathen
and a large pl oportion 'of modern infidels, profels
to ewertvn in their opinion the clofe of exft.
ence ; the believer in revelaton contemplates 1t
in the very ditterent light, of lifes commencement.
He ventures down ifecur ely into the grave, with
itrong aff urance, that in as much ¢ as Jelus died

and rofe again; even fo them allo who ileep in

jetus, will God bring with him.”

Axp, in view of deaths being only fuch a pleaf-
ing fhort fleep, how 1s it in a great mealure de-
prived of its naturally terrifying influence upon
the mind. Inftead of thrinking back with d f-
may,how ought the good man, who feels conicious
that he has  ferved his generation by the will
ot Ged,” to congratulate hi"hch upon 1ts near-
er ap i,11c>'a.e::h-=---=---P§rct only 1s he thus taken away fron
&1& evil to come, but put into poflefion of ti

hole heavenly blefledneds.

Bur, conftrained to view death 1n the ight of

d priv"leqe to the one, who is called to be 1ts {ub-
,n Ly it aflumes a v.udely different afpect, with re-
rerence to thofe who {urvive. The lofs, thus n
curred to them, oiten much exceeds their rro{t
exitended calculation—A pillar, 1n that building

of which they are a part, bf—*mg fallen, both 1ts
beauty and durability, are in proportionable de-
prees diminifhed. At fuch a {eafon of breaking
lown, there certainly is the greateft propriety that
none ithould f21l to join the lamenting prephet, in
n1s memorable exclamation, ¢ Help Lord for the
codly man ceafeth, and t‘le faithit 1 fail, from
araong the children of men.”
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AND having enlarged upon the dofrinal parts
- of our {ubjett, to the extent which is likely to be
uleful, I muft not delay to invite your more par-
ticular attentibn to the mournful and truly calami-
tous providence, which 1s the occafion of our pre-

ient aflembling.

~ WE are met to pay the laft offices of refpe& to
the chief Magifirate ot this State. But a few
weeks paft, altive as ufual and able to perform the
various weighty duties of office ; we now behold
him a {lriking example of the Plalmifts words, < 1
have faid ye are gods, and all of you children of
the moft -high; but ye fhall die like men and falt
like one of the princes.” Probably there are few,
who fo richly delerve the charalter, which has
been the burden of our palt refleftions, as what he
did—*¢ For when David had ferved his own gen-
eration by the will of God; he fell on fleep, and
was laid unto his fathers and faw corruption.’’—
Like the anticnt David, our modern one, ¢ was
taken from the fheepfold, to feed Jacob his peo-
ple, and Ilrael his inheritance.”” The fon of an
affluent farmer, his juvenile occupations were
chiefly of the agricultural kind. ‘Without the ai-
fiftance of a collegiate education, his naturally dii-
cerning inquititive mind, enabled him to acquire a
good ftock of {cientific information, upon various
fubjefts—among other {tudies, that of law engaged
his particular attention, and was what he after-
wards made his profeflional employment for a
courfe of years. It wasin this department, that he
laid the foundation of his after very extended ce-
lebrity and ufefulnefs,  Aided by that candid de-
iiberate manner, which feemed in a fort confttitu-
tional, but few have practifed at our bar more ex-
tenfively or with greater applaufe. During the
period, that law was his governing objelt, he ocs
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cafionally reprefented this town in the General
Affembly ; and was {oon advanced to a {eat at the
Council Board. It was while acting there, that he
was delegated to the national Congrefs, of which
he was twice appointed Prefident, and after {pend-
ing the whole term in that department, which the
law would permit, he returned to his native {tate ;
where he has fince {uftained in fucceflion, the ot-
fices of Chiet Juftice—Licutenant-Governor and
Governor, with unufually great approbation. But
barely thusto fketch the civil career of our depart-
ed father and friend, would by no means do jul-
tice to his memory. Of a naturally amiable dii-
pofition, the whole tenor of his converfation was
ingratiating and exemplary. For many years, a
profeflor of religion, he appeared to delight both
in the dollrines and ordinances of the golpel—a
conftant attendant upon public worfhip ; he was
occationally the people’s mouth to God, when del-
titute of preaching. After the commencement of
his laft ficknefs, previous to that fingular debility
both of body and mind under which he laboured a
few days before death, his religious confidence
continued unfhaken. Amid repeated and very
teeling declarations of his own perfcnal unworthi-
nefs, he avowed unwavering truft in God through
his Son ; in full belief that he would keep what he
had committed to him, againft that day.* But ]

* As fome would probably be pleafed with a more circums-
ftantial account of Gevernor HusTinGTON, the following ex-
tralt 15 here inferted :

"* Governor HuxtiNnGgToN was defcended from an aneient and
relpedtable family in this ftate ; he was fon of Natbaniel Hunting-
ton, Liq. of Windham ; his childhoed and youth were diftinguifl;-
ed by indications of an excellent underftanding, and a tafte for
mental tmprovement. Without the advantage of collegiate ed-
ucation, or that affiftance in profeflional ftudies which moderrn
times have wifely encouraged, he acquired a competent krow-
ledge of law, and was early admitted to the bar ; {foon aftes
which, he fettled in this town, and in a few years, became emi-
nent n hig profeflion. Inthe year 1764, he was a reprefentative
i the general affembly, and the following year apnoiated g’
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perceive mylelf upon ground, which I fhould al.
ways wifh to approach, with the greateit caution.

The delineation of a good chara&er, 1 dncwa d, 18
moft commonly needlefs ; and if the reverte, s no
better than dzfgulfed fatyzea The eulo 3y of words
can never embalm the memory, whicn is not pre-
viouily embalmed, 1n the progrefs of an exempla-
ry, holy life. "I'he preacher’s bufinefs is not with
the dead, but with the living—May he be inftru-
mental to heal the wounds of afflition and direét
the heart to improvement, his every rational wifh
1s anfwered.

attorney, which oflice he filled with reputation to himielf, uad
.‘mdulnefq to the public, -till other and more imwvortant fervice
induced him to relinquith it. 1In the year 1774, he was made an
aflifiant Judge 1n the fuperior court. In 1775, Le was chofen in-
tothe Councily, and in the fame year eleCted a deiegate to con-
evels. In 1779, he was made prefident of that honorable bodv,
and in 1780, re-chofen. The time of hiz continnance at Congrefs
cxpiring with that year, he returned home, and refumed his feat
in council, and on the bench which had been continued vacant
for his return. In 1783, he wasagain a member of congrefs. In
484, he was chofen Lientenant-Governor, and aﬁpmn‘i’ed Chiet
Juttice of the ftate. In 1786, he was elected Governor, and was
annuaily re-cleted by the freemen, with fingular unanimity, till
his death.

~ The public need not be informed of the ufefulnels of Governor
HUNTINGTON, or the manner in which ke difcharged the duties.
of 'his varicus and important offices, cipecially the l {3 the prol-
perity of the ftate duung his admintftrgtion, and the pl‘i fent flou-
rifhing condition ofits civil and military interefts, are nneqmvrua
teftimonies of the wifdom and fidelity with which be prefided.
Thou;gh not blefled with children, he was uncemmonly happy ift
the conjugal relation with his excetlent laéy, who merited and
pofleffed his moft entire afietion till her death.

As aprefeflor of chriftianitv. and an attendant on its inflitu.
tions, he was exemplary and devout 3 he manifefted an unvary-
ing faithin its doCirines, 111d50a*fu‘ hiope in its promifes, amid
the difireffes of declining life, till debility of mind and body pros
duced by his laft ficknels, rendered him iacapable of {ocial 1mn-
terceurfe, *

Undertheinfluence of a chiaritable beiicf,, that he is removed o
{cenes of greater felicity in the werld of light, every good citi-
Zen Wil devoutc}, wifh, that others, not lefs -eminent and wlefu!l
may fucceed 3 and that Conneflicut may nn or wart a man of
equdl worth, to prefide in her Counum guard her intevedls, andd
diffule profperity through her towns.””
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AR ETEEOng

Unper the impreffion of fuch thoughts, T fhall
accordingly, now addrefs myfelf, very briefly, to
the adopted children of the decealed.

RESPECTED FRIENDS,

Wz prefume, that though your preient fitua.
fion, 1s in fome refpelts varied, from that or be-
reaved ehildren in common, your fcelings are not
much different.-—Left motherlels in early child-
hood, the deceafed and his amiable confort, open-
ed their arms wide to receive you ; and have fince
to the time of their death, confulted your inter-
eits, with all the apparent folicitude of own pa-
rents. Under their general guidance, the firft ru-
diments of your ecucation were attended to, and
with what judicious mndulgence they watched over
your advancing yvouth, yourfelves can belt witnels.
Pleafed with the return of filial obedience and rei~
pelt, domeitic happinels, has been in few inftances
more noticeable. But deprived months fince of
your adopting mother,t upon whom thele {cenes
of happinels not a little depended, you are this day
written fatherlefs. Atamoment {o interefting and
lolemn, we would tervently recommend you to the
particular guidance and {upport, of our commoit
father in heaven. Bleffed with his continued pat-
ronage, may you carefuily bear in mind, and to
fome good degree imitate the virtues, of your de-
cealed parent. So far as he copied the example of
our divine mafter, fee to it that you make his lite
your own. Amid all the poflible viciffitudes which
may attend you, never forget the reality and ima

+ Mrs. HunTingron died June 2th, 794, in the géth yearof
hier age—She was a davghter of the Rev. Ebencezer {Devotion, of
Windham ; of an amiable difpoflition and condeifcending mane
ncrs, {he had many to lament her death—among other excellent

¢ £ ey {ds . ”
parts ot chriftian charadter, her benefaltiors to the poor, eught
not to be forgotten—The number is not imall, of thefe, who ¢n
meh grounds, ¢ rife up and call her blefisd.’”
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portance cf religion. Duly wrought upon by
fuch an impreflion, both the enjoyment and ref-
pectability of your future c‘ays, will be much ad-
ded to, and the only poﬁib e foundation laid, for
~looking beyond the grave, with the feelings of con-

ﬁdence and trivmyp h,

TrEe brethren and other relatives of the deceal-
ed, will alio permit my moft fincere condolance
with them, under their very great lofs.

OrTEN of late calicd to mourn, another wide
breach i1s now made upon your family connetion.
Deprived of that brother and friend, whom you
defervedly efteemed and loved—clothed in fack-
cloth on his account {till 1n few inftances, does
orief admit of fo many fubltantial alleviations.—
Permitted to enicy his company: till the meridian
of life was paft, you behold him defcending to the
grave loaded wit‘l honour, and not without ground
of hope, that he has already joined “ the general
aflembly and church of the firft-born, whole names
are written in heaven.”” 1o admnit fuch for iadi,
that entire fubmiflicn to divine difpofal, which

ranks {o high amons the chrifiian graces, becomes

a diftate of the warmelt fh...,zmmzp. In the piace.
therefore, of a with for re-union with your friend
on ea?th, let the thought of fellowing him into
eternity, take full and laflin ¢ pofleffion of all yous
minds. W €ep 1ot for mm,, but rather weep iox
yourfelves and for youxy children ; s POour ed torth on
fuch grounds, your tears cannot be too plentitul ;

till finally, may you be admitted to ’mt ‘i«”OI"id
where all tears thall be wiped away from theeyes,

forever and ever.

A rrw words, to this very large affembly, fhall
cloie my dlfcov {e.
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Bevoxd mere addrefs to the paffiofis, the p
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{ent occafion is marked with the moft fpeaking in-

ftruétion to us all.” Be we thofe who have been

indulged the intimate friendfhips of the decealed——

his brethren at the table of our common Lord, or

of the number of thofe more diftant citizens, who

have for years been happy under his official admin-
iftrations ; let us not fail to bring his death home

to the heart, and 1mmprove it as a moit inftruttive
lefflon. In what more legible charalters, could
the uncertain fading nature of earth, be written
out toview! We are thus thown, that a mind con-
{titutienally formed for enjoyment—ealy circuma
ftances—a profpect of prolonged ufefulnefs—and
the unreferved efteem of an extenfive acquaintance,
can none of them defend from the arreft of death.
So true 1s that mnipired remark, ¢ there is no man
who hath power over the Ipirit to retain the fpi-
rit ; neither hath he powerin the day of death ;
and there1s no difcharge in that war.”” Refpeit-
1vely haitening forward, to fuch fo folemn a erifs,
may we none of us fail to practife the moft induftzi-
ous preparation, againit its arrival. Not a moment
1s to be loft, in refpelt to the great work—*¢ Now
is the accepted time; behold now is the day of
falvation.”” Of whatever age or defcription of
perions we are, uniefs believers in Jefus and fandti-
fied by his {pirit, we fhall be loft forever. Maya
gracious God forbid, that fuch thould prove the
event, to afingle 1ndividual prefent.

In dependence upon his {overeign and rich
grace, may we all rather now feel authorized on
{cripture grounds, to anticipate the very diflerent
iffue of life, which the voice trom heaven long fince
declared to the apollle John, ¢ Blefed are the dead
which diein the Lord, from henceforth ; yea, faith
ihe fpirit, that they may rejt from iheir labours, and
their works do follow them.* AMEN.



