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WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE THE NATION'S
STABILITY.

It has long been familiarly said, that “it tekes all sorts of people to make a
world;” and in these days wo muay tvith great propricly add, it takes all soris of
ﬁeoplo to covern a world! At any rate, all sorts of people appear determined to
take their turn in governing this world; it seems the decreo of Providence thatall
should have their turn; and it is certainly the part of wisdom to make the best of
what cannot be avoided.

Patriarehs and heads of familics first governed, afterwards priests and men of
learning—successful warriors have had their turn—hereditary sovereigns and no-
bles by aristocratic birth have held a long dominion—wealth and talent also have
forced their way to cmpire and seized it in spite of regul authority and oligarch
hostility~—all have had their time of standing at the head except the great mass of
the people, those who are neither patrinrchs nor priests nor men of learning nor
warriors, those who have neither regnl nor aristocratic blood in their veins, and no
pretensions to distinction for wealth or talent——and their turn comes next, and they
will huve it.  Numbers is now the erown-prince and heir apparent to the throne by
regular succession, the seeptre is already within his grasp; and those who mean to
stand high under the new dynasty, are hastening to pay their most ohsequious
homage to NuMnzus,

There is always inconvenience in passing from one dynasty to another; especial-
ly to thoso who have had the ascendency and must lose it. It was deadly hard for
the monarchs and nobles of the last cra to acknowledge the power and submit to
the mandates of 'vulgar wealth and talent unswitained by high birth—and it is
equally hend for talent and wealth to give way befare the might of mere numbers,
But come it must, and all the indications of society show that this ern is now at
hand, or rather that it has already conumenced. |

‘When an opulent family could hire servants at irs own price, and eontrol them
by the power of dismissing them without charncter and thus depriving them of
employment elsewhere, it was very convenient for the fam‘ly—and now that ser-
vants comtnand their own price, and fumilies cannot get another unless the last
in their employ has given them a good character for politeneas and light work, it is
very convenient for the servants.  When the riclk: could procure dresses which
were inaceessible to those less favored by tho gifts of tortune, and in the promiscuous
assembly could be distinguished from ali f}ﬂinﬁ: by the superiority of their external
decorations, it was very gratifying to the ymide of the gentlemen and ladies who
coull live withont work—uand now that the richest articles of dress usunlly wom
by the opuleut can be obtained by w few weeksof industry and ordinary skill in al-
most any cmployment, and the public assembly can show little difference in exter-
nal appearance between the rich and the industrious, it 138 no less gratifying to the
pride of the gentlemen and ladics who work for their living.
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And why should any one complain?  Why should not ke people have their tum
of standing atthe head? In the old world they have had a long and weary season
of oppression and penury; and why, in this new world, should they not havea
choace to reign and be the sovercigns? They will probably treat their subjectsas
well ws niy sovereigns who have preceded them; indeed they can scarcely contrive
to treat them worse. Y es, let worst come to worst, and the reign of Mumlers can
searcely he more disgraceful to the sovercign or more disastrous to the subject than
that of Charles IT. of England, or Louis XIV. of France, and these, so far from
being the foulest specimens of hereditary misrule, are but a fair medium between
the best and the worst.  The accession of Chatles to the throne is to this day an-
nually cclebrated with devout thanksgivings in the national church of England as
an unspeakable mercy, and Louwis is Le Grand Mona que, of whom all Franceis
proud. Sovereigns have human natureas well as other men, and seek their own
happiness; and if the sovereigns are tho great majority of the people, probably the
greatest happiness of the greatest number will be more zealously sought after under
this new dynasty than it has ever been before.  Even if they do not find what they
seek, it will be no new phenomenon in the history of man, All statesof society
have their peculiar advantages and disadvanges; and happy is the man who has
learned, in whatsoever state he 13, therewith fo be content. There are sometimes
-pleasant and improving thingsin a monarchy, and a republic also hus its convenien-
ces and advantages.

Government, at least so far asthe mass of the people is concerned, rests on opin-
1ion and feeling, on personal attachments®and {anciful associations, rather than on
ubstract principles of right—and surely a well educated, clean looking maiden of
twenty, of decided character and a gencrous spirit, entitled by her birth to reign dur-
ing life and transmit the throne to her posterity after her death, must awaken a more
glowing and kindly enthusiasm in the bosom of a nation, than a red-whiskered re-
publican widower of sixty, who has risen by climbing on the people’s shoulders, and
must s0 soon give way to another who ascends by the same ladder. But when this
same youthful queen is fond of riding horscback, and the people must furnish 300,-
000 dollars to build her a single stable, and other expenses in proportion, we cannot
Lelp thinking they pay very dear for their whistle; though it cannot be denied that
we republicans also sometimes buy very dear whistles too. And the fair muiden,
alas! soon becomes a man’s wife, and that destroys more than half the poetry; and
if she had not done this, she woula inevitably, had she lived long enough, been (with
reverence be it spoken) an old maid, and that is exceedingly prosaic—and who can
tell what will come to the throne next! But while our people choose their own
president, they will probably choose the man they like best; and if they are satisfied,
wlio has any right to complain? '

Some effect to sneer at the respect which 15 paid to high birth, on the ground that
there is nothing meritorious in it, because it is a mere accident in which the indivi-
dual has had no agency. Allowing it to be a mere accident, is it not as meritorious
an sccident as personal beauty?  Yet even in this republican country, native beauty,
in the production of which the beautiful individual has had no agency, is altogether
more admired than the beauty which is produced by the skilful or meritorious appli-
cation of paints and curls and ornmnental dress, ' What are distinguished talents to
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the individual who possesses them, but a fortunate sccident? DBut are they the less
admired on that account? Does wealth that is inherited, give a person less consi-
deration in society than wealth acquired by personal industry? Our admira-
tion is seldom graduated by the real merits of those we admire, of which indeed wo
are often very incompetent judges, but hy the qualities which interest us, without
much reference to the agency which has produced them; and high birth in coun-
trics where it exists, as naturally and as rationally excites admiration, provided the
personal charncter does not debago it, as b wly, or genius, or wealth, which though
not acquired by one’s own exertions, always give to those who possess them a de-
cided advantage in our cstimation, which cannot be counteracted except by great
personal baseness,

But is not tho state of society which disregards high birth, and 8 not over obse«
quious to talent and wealth, notwithstanding some little inconveniences attending it,
on the whole most propitious to the best interests of the huinan rece, tothe greatest
happiness of the greatest number? Isit not the condition which the principle of the
progressive improvement of man would lead the philosopher to anticipate, as the
final result of complete civilization? Such a state of society can be realized only
by a far greater amount of intelligenco and good principlein the great hody of the
community than has ever yet cxisted in any country; and the more power the masa
of the people have, the strongeris the inducement, the greater the necessity of put-
ting forth évery effort to make them intelligent and right principled. Such is the
selfishness of our nature, that if the great body of the people could be kept under
by force as they have been for many ages past, there is little probability that any
adequate efforts would be made for their intellectual and moral elevation; but now
that there is laid upon the more favored classes of society the strong necessity of
doing or dying in the great cause of universal education, it is to be hoped that
excrtiong in some degree commensurate to the vast work, may be called forth,
And should there be succesa in the eflort to make the whole community capable of
a just, judicious and safe self-government, the highest forn of society which can be
conceived, will then be attained, and the most ardent anticipations of the philan.
lhropi'a*t realized. It will be & fulfilment of the sublime prediction respecting the
best condition of the Linmnan race, when wisdom and knowledge will be the stability
of their times and strength of salvation, and the fear of the Lord their treasure,
But this implies 2 much higher degree of mental cultivation and a8 more elevated
standard of moral purity than is oftcn supposed. It 18 not mere Znowledge, but
wisdom elso, which is requisite to produce sfadility in such times; and the fear of
the Lard must bo coextensive with political freedom, or it will prove a curse rather
than a blessing to the human mee; and there will be no strength of salvation—for
let a bear robbed of her whelps meet @ man, ruther than a foolin lus folly—for @
stone is leavy and the sand weighly, but « fool's wrath s heavier than them
both. And is not this the country where Providence intends this great problem shall
be solved? and is not this the genecration when the great werk must be taken hold
of right heartily and in serious good earnest to ensure a favorable result?

Iitelligence and right priuciples universally diffused are manifestly the only foun-
dations on which such a state of society can rest; and in illustration of this ides I
will here endeavor to show,
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1. How intelligenceand right principles promote the improvement and happiness
of a community—and

2. How ignorance and the consequent viciousness produce disorder and wrotch-
ednoss,

The whole universe, material and intetlectual, with all its individual movements,
13 governed by fixed and unulterable laws, which were established by the Creator in
the beginning, It is a knowledge of these laws which constitutes intelligence; and
the. approval of and obedience to them, which constitute religion and morality.
There is no species of intelligence which does not imply a knowledge of some gon-
erai law established by the Creator; and any kind of information which does not
reach to this, is isolated in the mind, unsuseeptible of practical application, and un-
deserving the name of intelligence,

Is a man an intelligent mechanie? Then he understands the fixed and unalterae
ble laws that regulate mechanical movements, which were established by the Crea-
tor when the material world was called into being. I a man intelligent in respect
to his fellow men, so that hoknows how to intluence them, and what calculations to
make as to the result of any particular combination of influcncesupon them? Then
he has knowledge of the fixed, unchungeable laws which God hag established in res-
pect to human nature and the actionof mind. Is a man an intelligent farmer?
Then he has a lmowledgc of the laws which God hath established to regulate tho
growth of vegetables, and their application to the support of animatl life, for in this
lies the whole mystery of agriculture. Thus cvery species of intelligence resolves
itself into a knowledge of some general law; and it is mﬂy when a given item of in-
formation isreferrible to a general Inw that we can make any praetical application of
it. We may have felt in a particular instance that tho edge of u knife, pressed
against a partrcular part of our bodies, will cut and give pain; but if we did not
thence infer a general Jaw which applics equally to all sharp instruments and all
parts of the animail frame, this painful experience could add very little to the sum
of our intelligence.

Religion and morality consist in an approval of the divine laws and ohedicnce to
them; for the same being who cstablished the laws which reguluto mechanical mo-
tions and the growth of vegctables, also establivhed the laws which fix the relations
and determine the dutics that exist among moral agents in respect to cach otherand
in respect to their Creator, 'T'he laws which regulate the moral and religious order
of the universe have the same fixed and unalterable character as those which regulate
its physical order,

All these divine laws have this peculiarity, that they are relf-executing; thatis, if
any law which God hath cstablished, whether physical or moral, be transgressed, the
transgression itself brings the punishment without any other interposition.  When
a human law is violated, a penalty must be inflicted by other agencies than those
etnployed in the transyression, and as these are not always at hand or exnnot reach
the criminal, he may often escape, But in respect to the divine law it is very differ-
ent. Here the onlv created ‘agency necessarily employed in the punishment, is the
very agency employed in the transgression; and until the transgressor can divest
himself of himseclt, or run away from himselt’ and leave himself behind, he can never
escape the penalty due to hiy crime,

These laws are all established for the highest goud of the creatures of God, the
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violation of them can produce only evil; and to warn us of the evil and deter us from
the commission of it, every instance of transgresston is attended with pain, and the
habit of obedience with the fecling of pleasure, To illustrate this idea by = few
examples.  That the hody may grow it must have food, and without food, it would
wither away and die. God might have informed us of this, and commanded us to
supply ourselves with food at regular intervals, under severe penalties to be inflicted
at'somo future period; yet, if the transgression of the law were attended with no
pain at the time, such is the heedlessnessof man that probably very few would take
suflicient careof themselves to grow up to manhood. This would be like human
laws, But God has made an arrangement far more efficicnt.  He has made the vio-
lation of this law for a single day to be attended with such gnawing intolerable
pangs of hunger that every oneis compelled to seek food at all hazards whenever it
is nceded. From thie operation of this law there is no escape, The poor satlor cn
his frail ruft in the midst of the barren ocean, who is there without any fault of his
own, feels the pangs of hunger as keenly as the ungodly wretch who by his vices
has deprived himsclf of all means of subsistence, Agnin, fire when applied to the
body will destroy it. God might have informed us of this, and commanded us un-
der severo penalties to avoid exposing oursclves to fire; but had the action of fire on
our frame been attended with no pain, the monition would frequently be unheeded.
But tosccure obedience, the action of fire on our flesh is attended with such intoleras
ble agony, that having once folt it, we instinctively shrink from the touch of fire,
T'Lis law is unalterable and is never modified to accommodate particular circumstances.
"I'ho poor helpless child, who is bumed in its own dwelling at midnight, suffers the
same agony of bodily torture as its wretched mother by whose drunkenness both
havo heen matde a prey to the flames,

S0 it 18 with all the physical laws which God hath established, If they are violats
ed, under whatever circumstances, there isno cscaping the penalty. No sorrow, no
repentance, no agony of regret, which comes after the penalty has begun to take
efleet, and when it is unless to restrain from further violation, ever induces him to
abate ono iota of the established punishment.

Equally fixed, unalterable, and certain in their operation, are the Jaws which re.
gulate the moral affairs of God’s universe, The man who gives himself up to the
influences of ambition or avarice, will assuredly, both in this world and the next,
fect pangs of agony, of which starvation is but a faint emblem; and hoe who is ad-
dicted to lust or intemperance, will undergo torture in eomparisen with which the
consuming of the living body by the action of fire isa pain that can casily be borne.
The Christian system, it i3 true, provides for an escape from the penalty due to sin on
condition of repentance and faith in the Redeemer; but this has respect to future pun.
ishment, and not to the natural consequences of sin in this world; and the system
oxhibits, besides, a tremendous array of positive punishment, beyond the natural
consequences of sin, for every one who rejects its merciful provisions.

In afallen world like this, by the action of physical laws, physical pain is often
brought on men withaut any direct fault of their own, and thercfore any degree of
corporeal suflering can be borne with composure provided the mind be free and calm;
but agonies purely mentad are, dircetly or indirectly, the result of our own sins, and
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therefore beyond all canception intolorable. The spirit of a man susfainelh his
i flrmity, but a wounded spirit who can bear? Ofton do we see this exemplified
in the miserable life and torturing death of the miser and the drunkard, the male-
fuctor and the adulterer.

Such, ther, being the unalterable character of the laws of God, such the impossi-
bility of escaping the penalty of their violation, and there being in every human
breast an intense dread of pain and desire of plensure—just in proporlion as a
knowledge of these laws prevails and extends, the motive to regard them becomes
stronger and less copable of being resisted; and just in proportion as they are re-
garded tho happiness of the'whole is incressed, because it is their great object to
secure happiness and prevent the occurrence of misery.

Right principles are principles which are in strict accordanco with these laws; and
in order that such principles may be formed, these laws must be known.

Thus it is that intelligence and right principles promote the improvement and
happiness of dociety. Ina community, just in proportion as it iz intelligent and
right principled, the physical and moral laws which God hath established for the
government of the universe, are known and observed; and the consequencés which
God hath attached by an indissoluble tie to their knowledge and observance, name-
ly, improvement and happinesss, invariobly follow. As certainly do they follow, as
a rich vegetation will be the consequence of a good eoll, a genial climato, & favorable
season, and judicious culture. As the Scripture hath declared, in this respect every
good man ¢8 like the tree planted by the rivers of waler, that bringeth forth his
fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not unther; and whatsoever he doeth shall
prosper. And the same sentiment is equally applicublo to whole communities, and
the law as certainly takes effect in veference to a community as in reference to an
individual.

It must be noticed, that the kind of intelligence here spoken of, implies much more
than isolated items of informatién on various topics—it implies a well disciplined
mind, a well exercised judgment, sound, settled grounds of reasoning, the power of
generalizing, the habit of thinking and acting on fixed, general principles, Whe-
ther a whole nation can be elevated to such a degree of intelligence, is the problem
which the citizens of the United States, as they value the present form of their in-
stitutions, must successfully work out.

Is this possible? it may be asked. Surely there is no natural impossibility in it,
Benjamin Franklin, Roger Sherman, and Patrick Henry, were thres of the most
carefully disciplined and best cultivated minds employed in our Revolutionary strug-
gle, and they had no other advantages than what may come within the reach of any
hard working mechanic or farmer in the country. A life of lsbor, then, is notin-
consistent with the highest order of intellectual and moral culture; and if, with the
meagre and imperfect advantages of those times these men could rajse themselves to
g0 elevated o rank, certainly, when full opportunities and facilities are given, men
may be found in every village and hamlet in the land, who with less force of natural
talent, and in exigencies less pressing, can ottain an equal elovation, Talent and
charecter in humble life have never yet had a fair chance to develop themsolves; but
once give them open field and fair play, and it will soon be scen that God hath made
all men of one blood.
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Affer what has nlmady been said, it is casy to show-~—

2. How ignorance and the conscqucnt viciousness prmlucc disorder and wreteli<
edness. : |
'Though all vice, in a depraved g{ﬁrld lika this, be not directly attribuiable to ig-
norance, yet all ignorance tends to vice. For what is vice but a violation of the
laws, physical and moraly which God hath established? dnd where ean this violation
60'casily occur as where these laws are unknown, or the awful vonsequences attending
their transgression nheeded? ‘The more a man knows, the more casy it is to make
him sce that thé paths of virtue and happiness are coincident, the more easy itis to
get his undcrstanding on the side of truth dand goodness; and the less a man knows
the more difficult it is to get a sound, well grounded maotive to take hold of him.
The intelligent are always susceptible of influence from sound argument, and every
sound argument is in favor of obéying the order which God has established. The
unintcliif;ent are not, {0 ariy great extent, susceptible to the influence of sound argu-
ment, but ure rather led by prejudice, by accidental associations, by noise and pas-
sion; and though these may sometimes be employed in the service of truth and good-
ness, they aré much more appropriately and more efficiently used in the cause of
wickedness and error.  Hence in ignorant communities, the rational advocates of
good principlas are sure to be outrin by the noisy abettors of bad principles.

An intelligent man who has given himself up to the infhience of wickedness,
may resist the convictions of his understanding and listen only to the voice of
passion, and an unintelligent nian may follow his virtuous impulses rather than his
vicious ones; but *he intelligent villain can never be a sucecessful one except in an
ignorant community, and thd well disposed ignorant man can seldom maintain his
integrity, except in an intelligent and virtuous community,  Wae see, therefore, that
notwithstanding individual exceptions, the great principle as applied to communi-
tica, is strictly and universally true.  If there were no ignorance, villany would be
too unprofitable to bo very extensively practised; if there were no dupes, there could
be but few knaves, The well disposzed ignorant men in ignorant communities, are
the very toola which the unprincipled mnake use of to carry their purposes; for they
havo goodness cnough to gain for themselves some influence with their ignorant
associates, to gain their confidence and serve as a curtain for their wicked employers
to hide behind; but they have not wisdom enougl to detect the vitlany of their leaders
or perceive tho vile uses they are put to. The knowing rogue would be entirely outof
business for want of tools to work with, were it not for the honest simpleton, who fur-
nishes him with what he would otherwise be destitute of, a show of mora) character
for his schemes, to cheat the ignorant with; and in regard to such it may be truly
said, the more honest they are the greater mischief they do, for the more honesty they
havs the broader mask do they afford to hide the ugly face of their wire-puller from
the dupes over whom thay have influence; and being very conscientious in their
wrong-headedness, it 1s impossible to turn them, Thus honesty itself when allied
to ignorance, often proves mischievous, |

Thé ignorant ars 1ot only at the command of the designing, 1s tools prepared for
the exocution of their schemes, but in proportion as the reason isless exercised, they
are the more subject to the sway of the fiercest passions, The wrath of the fool

18 terrible while it lasts, and the object of his wrath is aecording to the caprice of
B
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the moment. The injury ho does is not measured by the injury he imagines him
self to have received, but only by his power of inflicting evil; and so fickle and uncer-
tain is he, that he will tear a man limb from limb to day, for having assisted him in
doing the same to his neighbor ycsterday, The annals of the French Revolution
afford numberless instances of the terribloness and ficklenoss of the wrath of fools.
It is because communities so generslly have been ignorant, unstable and vicious,
that many have settled down in the conviction, that men are incapable of self-gove-
ernment, and that the least among many evils, is a hereditary sovereign who can
govern them against their will, who can employ one third of his subjocts with wea,
pons of butchery in their hands to keep the other two thirds at work for the mains
tenance of their oppressors.

A community ignorant of the general laws which God has established, and withs
out disposition to obey them, will continually be incurring the evils and sorrows
which their violation irretricvably brings. The blessings of Providence are turned
to curses; waters intended to refresh and purify are used 1o destroy, and fires designs
ed for warmth and comfort are employed for torture and death—the pussions arc all
awake and the reason aslecp, Asan open boat in n stormy ocean without oar or
rudder must soon fill and sink, or be cast upon the shore, unless saved by extraneous
eid, so such a community must cither destroy itself or full under the dominion of a
more intelligent neighbor.

Our own country has taken the lead in the establishment of popular 1nstitutions,
and most of the democracy that now exists in the world originated or has been fos-
tered here, Freu institutions were hero established under the most favorable cirs
cumstances, and with the greatast probabilities of success, and here they have had
their freest and most unconstrained development. Here the people at large really
possess all the power, they are daily becoming more and more conscious of it, and
they do and will exercizse it |

We may then, with peculiar appropriateness and intercst make application of ouy
general subject to the present condition and future prospects of the United States.

We have set a hazardous example to the world, and commenced a fearful experis
ment, and we are sacredly bound to make it good if possible. It 18 our solemn duty
to ourselves and the world to make every effort to sustain the atteinpt which was so
happily begun, and prove that men can enjoy equal rights without being a curse to
themselves and others.  The history of civilization, the progress of society, the pro-
dictions of Scripture, nll scem to indicate that the time is approaching when such
& condition of society will be fully realized throughout tho world; and yet when we
look at cuir own country ns the vanguard and standardsbearer in this great moves
ment, there are many things to occasion painful apprehension and call for strenuous
exertion. Let us lock at them fuirly, without selfeflattery or weak despondency, and
see what we have to do, and act accordingly.

All our institutions, as is well known and universally acknowledged, proceed on
the supposition that the people are intelligent and virtuous, and capable of self-gov-
emment; and if this supposition fails to be realized in actua) experience, our insti-
tutions fail as surcly as an arch falls when the key-stone is knocked outs  'When
the foundations of our government were laid, this gssumption was much nearer the
truth than itis ot the present moment; for though great improvenments have sinco
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taken placein the methods of moral and intellectual culture, yet these improvements
have hy no means kept puce with the rapid increase of our native populiation, the
increased temptations attendant on our national prosperity, the widely extending
gettlements over our vast territory, and the influx of untaught foreigners to our
shores, Our fathers did not foresee such a mighty lood of immigration, and made
Mo provision to meet it.  Our native population could be educated in the principlea
of republicanism; but what can be done with the myriads who flock to us without
any preparation for the rational enjoyment of our privileges! Almost as soon as
fhe immigrant lands here, he is led to the polls, and urged to exercise all the nghts
and clairn all the privileges of a citizen before he knows anything of our form of
government, or even understands a syllable of our language. ‘The ignorant, the vi
cious, tho reckless and the debauched have free access to the ballot-box; and the
voto of" the most idle and 1atserable wretch about the strects counts the same as that
of the most intelligent, industrious and praiseworthy citizen; and the worst of men
and the worst uf passions exist in abundance for the unprincipled to rise upon. This
matter is well understood, and ambitious men make their calculations accordingly.

An aspiring demagogue in one of our states was once starting the projectof &
new political party, hy the force of which he could rise to office and distinction. A
friend nssured him that it would be impossible to raise such a party in the state, be-
cause the scttled convictions of the great body of the people were entirely aguinst
ite views. “Notimpossible at all, but the eusiest thing in the world,” (replied the
sagacious aspirant,) *and I will tell you how: In the first place we will make it for
the interest of ull the Angres tojoin us, and the knaves will go whither their interest
leads, and here we have at once a very respectable party in point of numbers, In
the second placo every knave can on an average bring over at lcast two foals, and
then we shall have a clear majority of two-thirds of the whole people.” The result
in this .nstance showed that the man’s calculations were right; for he succeeded be-
vond all expectation and was elected to Congress in less than two vears,

It will bo pretty generally acknowledged, that the aflairs of our country are not
always under the exclusive control of the intelligence and virtue which actually ex-
ist among the people, but rather the contrary, Itiscertain that an amount of public
vice which would scarcely be felt in older and more despotic forms of government,
would be enough to shake us to anarchy; because our government rests on the sup-
position of Intelligence and virtue, and cannot exist withoutit, It is difficult to con.
ceive, and scarcely possible to describe what would be our fate, if the natural conse-
quences of our public vices were to take full effect upon us. The wealthy, the res
fined, and the intelligent, deceived by the enjoyment of present advantages, are fondly
dreaming in fancied sccurity, as were the inhabitants of the old world before the
waters of the flood; little considering that should the whirlwind of anarchy come,
they must themselves be the first victiins, the severest sufferers, both because they
linve tho most to lose aud the keenest xensibilities to their losses, The wealth of
the rich is the first object of attack to u lawless revolutionary mob, the familios of
the refined ave the earliest victima of their recking lust; and the intelligent they re-
gard as their natural enemices,

In various parts of our land, the mob have already laid violent hands on what is
not theirs, and passed unrebuked. They have already tasted blood, and with impu.
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pity.  And there are those who excuse them on the plea of necessity; and because,
as they allege, there are certain offences which no law ean reach, And this rotten
plea, this excuse of every wilful tyrant for his most tyrannical doeds, has found ita
way into places of high authority, and there has been in consequence a growing
disregard of the authority of law, and an increasing recklessness of dishonesty
among those whose duty it is to enfarce the law, The same spirit has hifected even
ecclesiastical proceedings, and found its wny into assembles which call thomselves
sourts of Jesus Christ. I have been told that a Presbyterian minister was o fow
years ago complaining to (Gen’l. Jackson of the unprincipled violence of party polis
tics and lamenting its deliterious influence, “Ah'” (replied the Gen'l, with asort
of rogueish solemnity,) “I know it is very bad, but nothing distresses me like tha
troubles in the Preshyterian church!™ |

" 'What, think you, must be the effect of such oxhibitions of reckless political am«
l::ition, as we have witnessed within o {ew years past, upon the aspiring young men
in the land? They sce that the unscrupulous partisan isthe man who rises, that it ia
he who is sustained and rewarded; while he who refuses to sacrifice his principles to
his party, will often bo sacrificed by his party. They enteron public life, therefore,
with little expectation of succeeding, if they adhere rigidly to principle; and it is
almost only those whose principles set loosely about them, that have any strong ex-
pectations of eminent political station. Did those honest and well meaning men,
who suffer themselves to be made the dupes of the designing, did they but seo how
directly the course which they are pursuing tends to corrupt and-vitiate tha most
active and ardent young men of the nation, they would surely pause before they
would any longer consent to excuse or palliate vices and frauds, because they occur
in thetr own ranks and scem to be profitable to their own parly.

In arbitrary governments, where power does not originate with the people, the
vices of public life do not always afford an index of the state of national morals;
but in a country like this, where all power and office are in the gift of the poople,
and betowed on the people’s favorites, the character of the public men is atolerably
fair representation of thecharacter of a majority of the people. 'What then are the
qualities most likely to secure success in public life among us, at the present time?
Are they good sense, consistency, disintercstedness, dignity of character, purity of
morals, an abhorrence of all that is mean and basc and vicious!?

There are undoubtedly three classes of public functionarics and candidates for
public favor among us. There is a class of honorable, upright, intelligent and pa-
triotic men, who have the sagacity to perceive what is right and the disposition to
pursucit, There is also a claas of arrant knaves, entirely sclfish, and unscrupulous
as to any means which they imagine may advance their own interests; men who,
as Lord Bacon expresses it, would burn their neighbors houses, wero it but to warm
their own fingers by the fire; men who would willingly sco this glorious country
and allits institutions, the best hope of the world, sacrificed to their mean ambition;
and who do not hesitate to corrupt the public morals for the sake of rising on tho
wieck of public virtue and happiness. There is a third class of honest, weak-mind-
ed men, who have morc ambition than capacity, and who, though they mean no
harm, more readily sympathize with the knaves than with the upright, because a
knave will condescend to flatter thom and contribute to their advancement, and



[ 18 ]

use arts which an honorable man would despise. The same three.classes also
exist among the people at large; but I cannot here undertake to determine the
relative numbers of these several classes, 1 will only remark, that our insti-
tutions arc founded on the assumption that all, or at least the great majority of the
people, are intelligent and virtuous, and, in view of this, inquire, can they sube
sist if Iess thian one third should be found to posesss the character, which the theory
gupposes to exist in all?

For I very much fear, that until the great mass of tho people are sufficiently
gducated to understand hroad general principles, and draw sound deductions from
them, to comprehend the great universal laws which God has established, and fore-
sce the remote results of particular combinations, till they are generally gifted with*
wisdom and knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the sccond nnd third classes
mentiohed will be far more numerous than the first,

What then? Must we give way to despair, and say that nothing can be done?
Haos not enough ulready been accomplished to inspire gratityde and hope and the
strongest confidence for the future? Where is the nation that has ever had a half
century of such prosperity, improvement, and general happiness as we have had
since wo became independent? It is entirely a new thing in the world’s history,
that s0 vast an extent of country should be eo rapidly scttled and laid under culti-
votion, and covered with the works of a vigorous, intelligent, and happy people.
I sprak of our free stales, and 1 mean the whole people and not any one or two
favored classes, 'The highest anticipations of our revolutionary herees and sages
have becn more than realized; a solid foundation of intelligence and virtue still lies
at the bottom of our national greatness; our advantages and improvements are sub-
stantial, firm, and numberless; while our evils are comparatively few, partial, and
easily susceptible of remedy., We shall not succeed without effort, but there is
every possiblo assuranceo that all well directed, well considered efforts will meet abun.
dant success. Recreant shall we be to our vocation, and utterly unworthy the
place we occupy in the world’s history, if we do not transmit to our posterity, not
only upimpairal, but greatly improved and extended, the rich inheritance of civil
amd religious freedom which we have received from our fathers,

I have already stated, and attempted to prove, that it is wisdem and knowledge
which must be the stability of our times and strengtlh of salvation, and the fear of"
the Lord our treasure. In cnumersting the means, therefoze, which must be em-
ployed for the securing and perpetuating of our invaluable national privileges, 1
shall endeavor to indicate the Lest methods of diffusing through the great body of
the people the blessings of wisdom and knvwledge and the fear of the Lord.

Amonyg these means the first place must be given to our Conmox Scuoors, and
other kindred educational institutions,

Intelligence and good principles are not the natural growth of the head and heart
in this depraved and imperfect state, but can be produced ouly by assiduous culti-
vation, Parents gencrully have neither the time nor the capacity to give their chil-
dren anything like a suflicient education in the bosom of the family, It must be
done in a public school, or it will not be done atall,  The great difference between
those communitics where public schools are sustained by law and where they are
unknown, shows at once how essential an element they are inthe process of civili-
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ration and social improvement, Our revolution could never have been suecessfully
achieved but for the common schools of New England; and Scotland at'this day
would have been more wretched and degraded than poor Ireland itself, were it not
for the common school instruction introduced by John Knox, Imperfect as has
been the instruction both in Scotland and New England, poorly qualified as most
of the teachers have been for their great work, short as the time has been, and
wretched as have been the means and the accommodations,—yet theso schools have
been among the greatest blessings which the humun race has éver received, and,
considered in all their bearings, have done more for the elevation of the great mass
of the people and the vindication of the rizhts of man as man, than all other hu-
man institutions together, Compare the people who have been brought up under
the influence of these institutions with any other people that have ever mwtﬂd.,
contrast the amount of popular intelligence, capacity and susceptibility of lmpmve-
ment among them with what is found anywhere else; and you must be compelled to
acknowledge that even an imperfect system imperfectly executed has wrought stu-
pendous mirucles of improvement, and that the idea of universal intellectual and
moral elevation, so far from being a chimerical one, is more than sustained by the
wonderful results already produced by a system of means hitherto so inadequate.
It is true that in both these countries there was a solid religious basis for improve-
ment; and without this little can be expected, even from the more perfect systems
of popular instruction which have recently been introduced into other countries,

Tke common school is almost the only ground left, on which we can all meet to-
gether and co-operate harmoniously for the general good. We are so divided into
religious sects and political partiés, hostile to cach other und jealously watchful, that
most of our spheres of effort are miserably circumscribed and hedzed ing but here
is 2 most important and interesting fiehl, where as yet there has been no considera-
ble division, and the people generally ave of one heart and one mind. It i3 tho
most appropriate and eflicient instrumentality for good that can be devised, for it is
the very purpose of the school to promote intelligence and sound principles, to sow
the sceds of all that is virtuous in the very spring-time of life, white thereis the sur-
est promise of the production of an abundant harvest, If the school be not sus-
tained and receive a right direction, there is no substitute for it; there is no other
way in which the children of all classes can be so effectually brought together and
trained up for usefulness and happiness. The republics of Greece and Rome had
no common schools and no Bible, and therefore they fell, It is one of the most in-
teresting features of these institutions, that they are suited to bring together chil-
dren of all ranks in life, of all polifical parties, and of all religious creeds, give them
a common education, make them acquainted with each other, aud thereby break
down prejudice and alienation, and fit them, when they come to adult years, to feel
and act together as one harmonious people, 'T'lis is of the utmost importance in
our nation, which is made up of so many heterogenous clements that must be amal-
gamated before we can have peace or stability, Every attempt to pervert the com-
mon school funds so as to accommodate children of different lnnquageﬂ or different
rcligions with a separate cducation, should be steadily resisted by every true friend
of his country. It is a death-blow at the whole system, and so I believe it is intend-
ed to be by the leaders of those who are making the attempt.
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The common school is an institution already well established and secureTn” thd
confidence of the people, Shall it be neglected, overlocked, and deserted?  Shall
the funds which have heen so liberally provided for its support, be misapplied, per-
vorted, and wasted, through the neglect of those who oucght to take the deepest in-
terest in them? P
, The common school should be made adequate to all the common wantsof the
people, and so elevated that it will not be the school for the poor onty, but where all
classes would feel it a privilege to be educated. This can ecasily be done, provided
all classes unite in endeavoring to cficet it; and the nature of our institutions rens
ders it peculiarly necessary that our children should be cducated together, W
shall all be obliged to live together’ in preity nearly cqual ranks; and it is sound
policy as well as Christian duty, to attempt in the most appropriate way to prepare
all to live together happily, by giving them as nearly as possible the same general
. habita of thought and ¢qual apportunities for improvement, If the common schools
are in so bad a condition that the morals of a child are not safe therg, they certainly
should not bo deserted till the most strenuous efforts have been made for their purifis
cationy for they are the only schonls which two-thirds of the people can ever have
opportunity to visit, and if they are sources of corruption instead of improvement,
we are indeed fust hastening toruini  If bad children are disposed to come to the
school, this surely is an important step towards reformation, and one means by
which the Iabor of attempting something in their behall is very much shortened
and lightened, If they be not reformed in youth, they will soon grow up to be vis
cious men and women, when their influence will be the strongest, and you can no
longer keep your children from associating with them. 'We cannot keep our fami-
lies pure by secluding them; for do what we can in this way, if evil exist in such a
society of equality as ours, walls of stonc and gates of brass cannot preventits ens
tering our houscholds, God has brought upon us the greatest possible amount of
motive that can be conceived, to labor for the moral welfare of the wliole communis
ty; for he has made our own moral welfare, that of our children to depend upon
it. As well might we in the Lord’s prayer pray for forgiveness without forgiving
others, as to labor in our families for the improvement of our own children while
we make no effort for the spiritual and moral advancement of the fumilies around
us. ‘There is money enough already expended for educational purposes to accoms
plish this object, if it were judiciously applied.  Many a parent is at as much trous
ble and expense in sending his children abiroad for education, as it would require to
establish o school in his own neighborhicod, that would educate not only his own
children, hut those of his neighbors also,

Lct the common schools be well established, and I have tio fears that we shall be
destitute of academics and colleges, and the higher institutions of learning. By
thoe schoola properly conducted, the desire for improvement will be excited, the
means for endowing and filling academies and colleges will be created; and the resuit
is as certain as that frmit will be produceed when the roots of the right tree have
been properly planted in a genial soil.  Why is New England the country of all
others, in this new world, for academies and colleges!  Because it is the country of
common schiools.  liere in these schools are formed the founders, the teachers and
the students of thoe colleges—and without them the colleges could not exists
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“Tut Suxnar Scioor is another most important elcstient of social finprovement
and political safety amongus. Reason and all experience show, that intellectual
education is of little avail for the general good without a solid religious basis to rest
upott. The scets amongs us are so numerous and sujcalnl}ls ot each other, that sufii-
cieut religious instruction can scercely ever be givenin our public schools. Sunday
schools, which are voluntary ussociations under the care of the different sects, sup-
ply this deficiency; and though the instruction in them differs in respect to form, it
is plain, from the books prepared for their use, that the great and leading principles .
of moral and religious duty, taught in all of thern, are substantially the same. If
there are exceptions, they are few ond local,

Their advantages are extended to those whose situation may exclude them from
suflicient attendance on the common school, the instructions are given on a day
which, if not devoted to intellectual and moral improvement, is' generally a day of
destructive idleness and demortlization; the souree of instruction is the Bible, the
book of all others best calculated to make a happy imypression on the youthful
mind; the circumstances under which the children meet are the most favorableto a
salutary discipline; the labor of the teacliers is a Ilabor of love, and therefore the
more improving; they engage in their work {rom benevolent motives, and the influs
ence of their own character on that of their pupils is generally of the most valuable
kind, 'The efticient, unpretending Sunday school teacher is a far mord active friend
to his country than these open-mouthed and close-fisted declaimers abgut patriotisin,
wwhose voice is always beard where oflices are to be had, but whose¢ hands are sel-
dom seen in any work that does not help to fill their own pockets:

Tir IxsTiTUTIONS OoF Tne Cunistiay Rernicrox must be sustained, and the
preaching of the gospel encouragedand promoted. Al social difficulties originate
in ignorance dnd depravity, and as the school iz the cure for ignorance, so the gos-
pel is the cure for depravity:. “T'he gospel indeed is intelligence and virtue combin-
ed; for it communicates the same sort of information respecting the moral and reli-
gious faws of the wniverse, which the school imparts réspecting its physical and
socinl order. It shows that the violation of God’s monil und religiows laws is visits
ed with the same scvere, unrelenting and irretrievable retribution thay attends the
transgression of his physical laws; and by explaining what those laws are and how
their demands may be fulfilled by fallen man; it liys open a way of hope and eters
nal life to all who believe and obey, The weapons of the faithful, enlightened
minister of Christ are indeed not carnal, yet mighty through God to the pulling
down of strong holds, casting down imaginations and cvery high thing that ex-
ulteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing proud, selfish man to obe-
dience to the heaven-descended precept, all things whatsoever ye would that men
should do to you, do ye even soto them, It is this disposition and this only, which
the gospel alone inculcates and enforces, that can fit men to live happily together on
terms of equality. It is the gospel which ha# produced all the pure mdrality and
real freedom which now exist in the world; and by the gnspei only can they be
perserved and perpetuated.

The principles of the Christian religion, faithfully and fuliy proclaimed, and en-
forced on the understanding and conscience in all their simplicity, gentleness, love-
liness and power, are the only adequate remedies for Sabbath-breaking and profanes
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ness, for intemperance and licontiousness, for lying, dishonesty, and self-concoit, for
oppression, injustico and crucity, and for all other crimes with which we os a nation
aro justly chargeable. The power of the gospel should bo relied upon to effect this
. great object, and its principles applied with the appropriate spirit,

Tho West especially, whero all the institutions of society are in their infancy
and the foundations of many generations are now to be iaid, nceds a well-trained,
‘ofticient, intelligent gospel ministry. \We can no longer rely on men from the
older states, or on their institutions; we must have men and institutions of our
own, 'The incipient collepes and professional seminaries of the West, winch are
rearcd with so much fabor and expense, amid so much of discourngement and hos-
tility, must be sustained by the young men of the West, or they cannot succeed
T'o what purpose is all our labor and self denial in endowing institutions and col-
lecting in thein all the advantages of the seminaries of the East, if the young men
among us still go abroad for their education? Must the West always depend on
the East? 'Will our institutions ever be as old as the Bastern?  And how are they
gver to get reputation and standing except by the character of the young men who
revort *o them?  On tlie young tnen of the West, on those who are seeking edus.
cativa, devolves the responsibility of deciding, whether we shall have educational .
institutions af our own, or whetlier we shall always depend on the East, -

The Peniontcar Press is a .most important vehicls of popular intelligence, to
which every friend of his country and kind should labor to give the most judicious
direction. Every body reads newspapers, and no man can speak to the public so
oxtensively or so effectually as through them, We have some good newspapers,
but the preat mass of them are unspeakably miscrable. The good thatis hindered
and tho evil incurred, the mischief, negutive and positive, of this condition of the
periodical press, is incalculable.  He who sustains or tolerates g bad newspaper, is
like him who allows a murderer to poison his neighbor's well

The supply will be according to the demand; the people will patronize such edi-
tors as please them,  We must educate and elevate the people that we may have
a better periodical press, and we must have a better periodical press that we may
cducate and clevate the people. The furnishing the people with p betier kind of
reading by the circulating of interesting- and useful books, especially by the estab.
lishment of district school librarics, 18 one of the most eflicient aids to reformation,
The chiief reason why bad books and bad newspapers awe virculated and rend so
much mare extensively than good, is, that bad men are altogether more carnest and
industrious to promnote their own interest than good men 2rs to promote theinterest
of tho publie, |

Fiually, our Portricar Isstrrrorioss must be regarded with venerution, our
publie officers respected, and the laws sacredly and earefully obeyed., Our pulitieal
institutions arc the grandest monument of talent, patriotism and integrity which the.
world has cver seen, and as such are entitled te our highest vencration; our public
officers are the free choice of the people, they are the powers ordained of God, and oa
such we are bound to respect them: and as all governments which ars not maintained
by brute foree, must be sustained by the power of public opinion and the energy of
continued habit, our institutions must be venerated, our magistrates respected, and

C
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the regular operation of our lawa rigidly adhered to, or our whole foundation ie
gone, | |

Good men must feel their responsibilities as constituent parts of the commons
wealth, and act accordingly. Our institutions were founded by religious men on
religious principles and for religions purposes. Their founders never supposed they
could exist, and never intended they should exist, without religion, and, as i3 per-
fectly obvious, their whole structure takes for granted the prévalence and predomi.
nating influence of moral and religious principle among tho people at large. They
labored for the establishment of such institutions as the world's last, best hope;
for this purpose they sacrificed ease and comfort, friends and country, and life
itself; and shall we, their degencrate sons, just ns they had succeeded in launching
the ship, refuse to do duty on board, and leave it o be swallowed up by the waves of
ungodliness, and ourselves perish in the wreck?

If good men generally would determine that they would never vote for a bad man
of any political party for public office, the vulgar and disgraceful brawls of the last
winter in our Congress would never be ro-cnacted. Soon would every political
party find it for its interest to sclect candidates from men of intelligence and princi.
ple. How is it at this time in your own state (Indiana}? During tho most ardu-
ous political struggle you have ever experienced, the opposing candidates for the of-
fice of chief magistrate are both of them men of intelligence and principle, both of
them, I will say, are Christian gentlemen, for whom a good man can vote without
violating his conscienee. Theleaders of both political partics knew that there are
many voters in Indiana, who, whatever their party predilections may be, will not
give their vote to eclevate a vile man to the office of governor; and therefore both
parties were careful to select a candidate whose personal character is unexceptiona-
ble. This is the kind of pohuczﬂ influence which good men are bound to exert, and
which they can most efficiently exert without involving themselvea in party strife,
Let them cxert it, honestly and consistently, and our country is safe.

Young Gentlemen of the Euphonean Socicty, I know not that any apology is neces-
sary for obtruding so commonplace a topic on your notice at this anniversary, My
motive has been a strong and growing conviction, that all the intelligent men in the
country must feel their obligations to make their intelligence available for the benefit
of the people at large, or we cannot succced in our career as a republican nation.
Even literary men must descend from their clevation and become familiar with the
wants and engage the sympathies of the people, in order ta enlighten and elevate
them. Literature must always pay its respects to the sovereign, for by tho sove-
reign it must live or dic; and where the people are sovereign, litcrature must poy
its respects to the people.

Every man is bound to contribute his quota of inteiligence to the general stock;
for if we are to live by intelligence and virtue, the whole that there is in the com.
munity wi!l be none too much for us; and the literary man, who is supposed to have
the most of it, is not to be exempted from furnishing his share, Wo are all em-
barked on board the same ship; and if the forecastle sinks, the cabin passengers
will not long keep afloat. Al will yet be well if every man in his own place will
do his own duty; but if men who have the highest advantages withdraw themselves
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from the people nt Jarge and make no effort for their improvement, they must not be
surprised if they lose the confidence and sympathy of tho people, and find in -
the hour of trial that the influence snd edvice of others prevails over their own.
Wo have undertaken an experiment on human nature; let us carry it through, We
" have given the world an appetite for self goveryment—Ilet ug fumish them with the

" means of gratifyingit. Tt is no time to begin to tame a Jion after we have thrown

ourselves into his paws——but if we find ourselves within the reach of one already
partly tamed, let us use all proper means to keep him gentle,

The government of the people will be established, not only in this country, but
throughout Christendom. The experiment will be mﬁda, the event must come.
God hos so deereed,  'We have time and means to prepare for it; andif the people
aro prepared, it will bo the greatest blessing that ever visited the human race; if un-
prepared, the greatest curse, 'Who, then, who that has any ability to assist in this
great work, can withhold his aid, and dic with a guiltless conscience? There is this
strong cncouragement in the matter, The people at large have no meotive to do
deliberately wrong. The general interest is their own interest, and if they do
wrong, if they go against the general good, which is their own, it is only when they
arc misled hy selfish men, ‘When they know what is right they are willing to do
it; for, if no other and higher motive exist, they know that their own interest is best
promoted by doing right. Tho responsibility of their wrong-doing generally rests
with those who mislead them, or with those who, having the means to inform them,
neglect to do it. -

NOTE RESPECTING IMMIGRANT SUFFRAGE,

The evil from this source (alluded to on page 11,) is perhaps sufficiently guarded
against by our naturalization laws; but these Iaws are often and notoriously violated,
es they always will be till, wo have a general law for the registry of voters, The
United States is theonly great nation that pursues aliberal policy towards forcigners,
Thenational policy of Great Braain, in this respect os in almost all others, is illiber-
al and sclfish in the oxtreme, Not only can no forcigner become naturalized or even
hold real estate in Great Britain without special enactment, but cvery one born of
British parents within the empire, is held to perpetual allegiance, whatever may be
his relations to other governments.  Every naturulized immigrant from Great Bri.
tain or Ircland in this country, is still considered by British law a subject of the Brit~
ish crown, and if ever found in arms defending his adopted country, is lisblo to the
pains and penalties of treason, |

‘The United States will not suffer, but be the gainers by their liberality, provided
our immigrunt fellow-citizens will take pains to inform themselves respecting the
nature of our institutions, will drop the projudices and preposscssions of the coun-
tries from which oppreseion hus driven them, snd udapt themselves to the circum-
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stances and the customs of the land, which, with such unwonted liberality, receives;,
protects, arid cherishes them, The noble stand recently taken by tho German citizens
of Cincinnati in behalf of the German-English free schools, and the determination
they have manifosted in the face of powerful opposition, to have their children edue
cated in tho English language, afford encouraging proof that this part of our immi-
grant population, at least, understand their rights and their dutics. Let the just and
maghanimous sennmcnts contained in a recent number of the VoLxsnLATT,” on
the subject of the German Free Schools, be received and acted upon by all pur ims
migrant fellow-citizens, and immigration, go far from being an evil, will be a great
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