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DEUTERONOMY 1IV. g, 6.

Bebold, I bave taught you flaintes and judgments,
cven as the Lerd my God commanded me, that
ye fhould do fo in the land whcther ye go to po/~
J/s it

Keep thevefore, and do them ; for this 1s your wif-
dom and your underfianding in lie fight of the
nations, which fball bear all vhefe flatutes, and
Jav, Surely this great nation s a wife and under-
Slanding pcople.

E are not left in doubt, concerning the
wifdom and falutary nature of that
conftitution under which the Hebrews were
placed, as it procecded immediately from Gob ;
and, inreference to the particular circumftan-
ces of that people, was the refult of unerring
perfection, It was a free confliturion, in which,
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all the valuable rights of the community were
moit happily iccured. The public good, was
the great objectin view, and, the moft effedtual
care was taken to prefcr»c the rights of indi-
viduals. Proper rewards were promifed to the
obedient, and rightccus punifhments allotted
for the difobedient.  Gop defigned, for fpecial
reafons, that the feed of Abraham, thould be
diftinguifhed in a peculiar manner from all o-
ther nations ; he thercfore undertook the gov-
ernment of them himf{elf, in a'l matters refpec-
ting religion, civil pollcy, and that military ei-
tabh(hmcnt which he faw to be neceflary for
their h'lppmcfs and defence. We find Mmcs,
who received this conftitution trom Gop, and
delivered it to his people, frequently exhomng
them, to maintain a facred regard for this di-
vine inftitutio.. ., and to pay a confcientious
obedience to all irslaws : in doing of which,
they might fecure to themfelves national prof-
perity, and enjoy, the unfailing protection of
Almighty Gob.

To deter them from difobedience, he called
up their attention to that folemn {cene which
cpcned to their vicw, when tkey ftood before
the Lorp their Gop in Horcb when there
were thunders,and lightnings, and a thick cloud

upon the mount, and the voice of the trumpet
exceeding loud ; fo that all the people that was
in the camp trembled. And the Lorp com-
manded, faying, gather me tbe people together, and
will make then becay my words, that they may
learn to Jearme all ihe days zbat :‘bey Jhall live ugp-
on theesiilyand tlct they may icach theiy children.
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For the Lot thy Gop, is a confuming fire, even a
jealous Gop.

Tue argument made ufe of in the text, to
excite in that people, a fpirit of obedience to
their conftitution and laws, was this, that it
would 1aife their chara&er in the fight of the
nations : who from thence would be led, to en-
tertain a veneration for them, as a great natioen,
a wife and underftanding people. This facred
paffage, in connection with the important oc-
cafion, which hath called us to the houfe of

Gop, this morning, may direct our attention to
the following enquiry. |

In what, doth the true wifdom of a people,
a civil community, confift ?

Tur general anfwer to this queftion, may
not be difficult; it will no doubt, be readily
admitted, that the higheft wifldom of a commu-
nity of intclligent beings, muft confift, in pur-
fuing that line of conduct, which fhall have the
moft direct and {ure tendency to promote the
beft good of the whole, both in time, and eter-
nity. What ever creatures, may conceive to
be a good, either, through imperfection of un-
derftanding, or degencracy of heart ; yet, if
that which they ca!! good, is infeparably con-
ne¢ted with more pain than pleafure, taking in
the whole of their exiftence ; then it cannot
with propriety be ftyled good, certainly not
the beft good, conlequently wifdom will not
choofe it. The province of wifdom, is, fo dif-
cover and ele¢t the moft valuable objects ; and,
to adopt the beft means to obtain them. Thefe
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obfcrvations, apply with equal force, to indivi-
duals, and communitics ; to all clafles of men,
whether in the higher, or, lower walks of lifc.
Communitics, moft ccrtainly, as well as indivi-
duais, undcr the guidance of wifdom, will pur-
fuc that conduct which fhall be productive of
their higheft happinefs, in cvery period of their
exiftence.  But the queftion returns, what is
that conduét, which fhall have the dcfired ten-
dency, and wiil cffect the higheft good ? This
queilion, as it refpects mankind at large in their
prefent ftate, might admit, a great varicty of
anfwers : fome of which, may demand parti-
cular noticc on the prefent occafion.  As,

1. Wispowm will diret a community, to ef-
tablifh a good fyftem of government. It may
be a qucttion, whether the allwife Gop cver de-
figned, that any of his intelligent creatures,
even in a ftate of perfection, fhould exift with-
out fomckindof government, and fubordinati-
on amongft themifelves.  All creaiures, have
not the fame capacitics ; neither arc they pla-
ced under equal advantages ; and, if thofc may
be found, whofe capacities arc cqually exten-
five, ftill they are different ; and fcem to be
dcfigned for different purpofts, and ftations, in
the grcat fyftem. We rcad, of thrones, do-
minions, principalitics, and powers amongft
the angelic hofts : which titles, denote various
ftations among thofe finlefs beings, that they
are difterently employced, in degrees of fubor-
dination to cach other, in the government of
that holy family of which, Goup, is the father.
But, however this may be, as our acquaintance
with that world oi glery, is very imperfeét—
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yet itis beyond a doubt, that government was
defigned, andis abfolutcly neceflary for men on
carth, in their prefent ftate of degeneracy.

Creatures, who have rifen in rcbellion, a-
ainft the holy and perfect government of
§EHOVAH ; have partial conncctions, felfifh in-
terefts, paflionsand lufts, which often interfere
with cach other, and whtch, will not always be
controlled by reafon, and the mild influence of
moral motives, however great: but thefe in
their external expreflions, muft be under the
reftraint of law, or there can be no peace, no
fafcty among men.  Some kind of government,
is therefore indifpenfibly neceflary for the kap-
pinels of mankind, that thcy may partake of
the fecurity, and other important bleflings rc-
[ulting from fociety ; which cannot be enjoyed
in a ftatec of naturc. Without any confidera-
tion, of the various forms of government which
have been adopted, in different ages and coun-
trics ; that, may be the beft for a particular
people, whichin the view of all their circum-
ftanccs, affords the fatreft profpect of promot-
ing richteouinefs, and of fecuring the moft va-
luable privileges of the community, in its ad-
miniftration,

Crviv liberty is onc of thc moft important
bleflings which men poffefs of a temporal na-
turc, the moft valuablc inheritance on this fide
heaven.  That conftitution may therefore be
citcemed the beft, which doth moft cffectually
fecure this treafure to a community. That
liberty confifts in frcedom from reftraint, leav-

R o 3%
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ing each one toact as feemeth right to himfelf,
is a moft unwife miftaken apprehenfion.  Civ-
1l liberty, confifts in the being and adminiftra-
tion of fuch a {yftem of laws, as doth bind all
clafles of men, rulers and fubjects, to unite
their exertions for the promotton of virtue and
public happinefs. "That happy conftitution
cnjoyed by the Hebrews, of w hich, the Supreme
Lawgiver was the 1mmcdutc author, was no
other than a {yftem of good laws, and righte-
ous ftatutcs: which limited the powers and pre-
rogatives of magiftrates, defignated the duties
of fubjccts, and obliged cach to that obedience
to law, and exchange of fervices, which ten-
ded to mutual benefi. T “Andw hat pation is
there {o greut, that hath ftatutes and judgments
fo righteous, as all this law which 1 fct before
you this day.”” A ftate of fociety ncceflarily
implics recipmcal dependence in all its mnem-
bers ; and ra onal government, is dcfigned to
rcalize and ftrengtb . this dependance, and to
render it, 1n fuch {c.afe equal in all ranks, from
the {fupreme magiftrate, to the meaneft peafant,
that cach cene may feel himfelf bound to feek
the good of the whole : when individuals do
this, whether rulers or fubjects, they have a juft
rlght to expect tiie favor and protection of the
whole body. The laws of a ftate, thould equal-
ly bind every member, whether his flation be
the moft conipicuous, or, the moft obfcurec.
Rulers in a rightcous government, are as really
under the controul of law, as the meaneft {fub-
ject : and the onc equally with the other, fhould
be fubjelted to punithment, when ever he be-
crmes criminal, by a violation of the law. Re-

+ Deut, iv. 8.
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wards and punifh:aents, fioa'd be equally di-
ftributed to all, arreeably o real merit or de-
mcrif, without refpvciof per, e\ cenititu-
tion, founded upon il-e caieral and mimuiable
laws ot righteoufndds and benevolence, and cor-
refponding to their particular circumftances,
will therefere becenice a primary object witha
wifc and undcritanding people.

2. Tie wildomof a pcople will appear, in
their united excrtions to fupport fuch a f) ficm
of government, in its regular admini{tration.

Exacting falutary laws, difcovers the wii-
dom and good dclign of legiflators : but the
liberty and happinefs of the community, eflen-
tially depend upon their regular cexecution.
The beft code of laws cananfwer no good pur-
peles, any further thanitis cxccutaﬁ Fvery
member in focicty is bound, in duty to the
community, himfclf, and pofterity, to ufc his
endcavours that th2 laws of the flate be carried
into cxecution.

Laws, poirt out the exifting offices, relations
and depeadancies of the community : they
ferve for the direction, fupport and defence of
all characters ; but confidcred as reftraints, they
more cfpecially refpect the unruly members.}
“ Knowing this, that the law is not made for a
rightcous man, but for the lawlefs and difobe-
dicnt, for the ungodly and for finners, for un-
holy and profane, for mu-derers of fachers, and
murderers  of mothers, for manflayers, for
whoremongers, for them that defile themielves
with mankind, for liars, for perjured perfons,

t 1. Tiur. 1. 9, 10.
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and if there be any other thing that is contrary
to found doctrine.” It is unreafonable to ex-
pect, that the vices of man which arc inimical
to focicty, will be reftrained by filent laws ex-
ifting upon paper : they muft becarried into ex-
ccution, and be known to have an ative cxift-
ence, thatiuch ascontemn thelaw, may not only
read, but feel the refentment of the community.

It is not within the rcach of human under-
ftanding, to look with precifion into futurity,
to difcover all the circumftances and contin-
gencies which may take place among a people :
neither is it certain, that cvery perion who may
poflefs a fair character for ability and integrity,
and who may be called into public Life, will be
governed inall his actions, by public and difin-
terefted motives. Through neceflary imperfec-
tion, or corrupt defign, ftatutes may be enacted,
which may not prove falutary in their execu-
tion ; but greatly prejudicial to the common
good : hence arifeth the necefiity of alterations
and amendments, in all human fyftems.

Crances however, thould be few as poffible ;
for the ftrengthand reputation of government,
doth not a little depend upon the uniformity and
ftability obferved in its adminiftration. Laws
while they remain fuch, ought to be executed,
when found to be ufelefs or hurtful, they may
be repealed : to have laws in force and not cx-
ecuted, or to obftru¢t the natural courfe of law
in a free ftate, muft be dangerous ; will have
many hurtful tendencies, will greatly wecaken
government, and render all the interefts of the
community infecure. Liberty, property and
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life, are all precarious, in a flate where laws
ceafe in their excecution. When known breach-
cs of law pafls with imzunity, and open tran{-
greflors go unpunifl ed ; when exccutive offi-

cersgrow remifs in their duty,cfpecmlly when
they connive at difobedience : all diftinétions

betwixt virtue and vice will vanith, authority
will fink into dificf ute, and government will
be trampled in the duft—fo: which rcafons,
wih othersthat might be nained, 1t muft be the
wifdom, the indifpenfible duty of all characters
in {ccicty, to unite their exertions, for the fup-
port of rightcous laws, in their regular admin-
iftration. Asit would be c*f‘ccdmgly unrea-
fonable to cxpect, that any pcople, can cver re-
alize the benefits of good government, under a
weak, or a wicke: iadmuuﬂraqon——m which,

perfons deftitute oi abuiities, or, of {table prin-
ciples of righteoufnefs and cr(‘oducis fill the va-
rious departments of the ftate. chcc

Tue wifdomof a people will appear in
the election of good rulers.

Tue peace and happinels of communities,
have a neceffary dependance, under Gob, up-
on the character and conduct of thofe who are
called to the adminiftration of government.
A bad conftitution, undcer the dire¢tion of wife
and pious rulers, who have capacity to difcern,
difpofition and refolution to purf{ue the public
zood, may become a blefling ; being made to
fubferve many valuable purpolcs. But the
beft conftitution, committed to rulers of a con-
trary dcfcnptlon may be {ubverted; or fo
abufed, as to become a curfc : and be rcndered
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productive of the moft mifchieveus confequen-
ces. e underftanding, or folly, ofa lnoplc
in reicrer ce to their temporal interefls, is o in
nothing more confpicuous, than in the “choice
of civil rulers.  Infree flates the body of clec-
tors have it in thetr power to be roverned well
if faithful to themielves and the public, in raif-
ing thofce to ofhices of truft and 1mportance,
who are poflefled of abilitics ard have inerited
their conlidence by former good fervices.

KnowienGe and fdelity, arc qualifications
indifpenfibly neceflary toform e character of
good magiftraics.  No man, cver pollciied na-
tural or acquired abtlities, too great tor the
difcharge of the dutics conftantl, tncumbent
upon thofe, who act as the reprefiniauves of
thie Moft High Gon, inthe government ot their
feilow creatures @ multitudes how ever well dif-
pofed, are totally incapable of fuchtruft.  The
intcrefls of focicty are always important, they
arc many times involved in extreme dithiculty,
througch the weaknefs of fome, and the wick-
Cdd(.(.) of others ; and there i1s need ot the moft
cxtenfive knowledge, wifdom and prudence,
to direct the various oppofing intcrefts of in-
dividuals into one channel, and guide them all
to a fingle object, the publlc good. Wo to that
people, to whom Gon by his providence in
judgment fhall fay ; « I will give children to
be their princes, and babes fhall rule over them
And the pcople fhall be oppreficd, cvery onc
by another, and cvery one by his neighbour :
the child fhall behave himfelf proudly againft
the antient, and the bafe againft the honourable.
And judgment is turncd away backward, and
juflice ftandeth afar off : for truth is fallen in
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the frect and cquity cannot enter ; and he that
departeth tromevil maketh himfelt a prey.”” §

Bor knowledge alone, will qualify no per-
fon 10 fill a public ftavion with honor to Lim-
(elt, or advanrape to cthos.  The greateft
abilities the woft eventive wiowladge are ca-
pable ¢f abeto o d s enmtfapphed to cel-
fh amibie ws o3y ofes, may  be improved to
the deflrucaoi ot every thing valuable in foci-
Cly.

lioce sy therefore, ts another cffential cha-
racteriitic in u good ruler. Thisis a qual.fi-
cation lo ablolutcly cflential, that when kiswen
o be o oy, o conceivableabilities can atone
for it~ ab.enee. Lidelity hath no fure unthiak-
en foundation, but in the love and fear of the
one true Goo: that love, which eatends its
benign infiuence to all the eraatures of Gob.
This isa branch of that benevolent religrion,
which the Son of Gop capw down from Hea-
ven to eflubhith, in the hearts of mien on carth ;
this when feated inthe foul of man, becomes a
ftable japle ol acuon, and will have an ha-
bitual i ence in all his conduct, whether in
pubhic ov private ife—this will cnable rulers
to maiatain the dignity of their elevated ftati-
ons, anudit the flrong temptations with which
they may be aflaulted—fecling their juft ac-
ceuntabicne!s to thofe of their fellow men,who
have placed fuch confidence in them, as to cn-
truft themwithall thetr valuable temporal inter-
clis + and whac is infinitely more, fecling their
a-cortablenets to Gon ; they will labor to dif-
cha  the important dutics of their cffice ;
remuembeting that the day is fult approaching,

——— e e

-

Ha i, qoseand dixe v
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when, notwithftanding, ¢ they are gods, and
children of the Moft High, yetthey fhalldielike
men, an  fall like one of the princes.”” Able
pious magiftrates, who wifh toanfwer the end
of their appointment, will not with to hide
their real characters from the public eye—they
will come to the light that their decds may be
manifeft.

I't is the intereftand privilege cf an enlight-
cned free people, 1o be acquainted wiith the
characters of thur moft worthy citizens, who
are cardidates tor public oflicesin the commu-
nity ; and, it is equally their intereft and pri-
vilege, to make choice of thofc only to be ru-
lers, who are known among their tribes, for
wifdom and picty. Following the falutary
counfcl of the prince of Midian, they will pro-
vide out of all the people, able men, fuch as
fcar Gop, men of truth, hating covetoufnef(s.

FreEe republicans, as obferved above, have it
in their power to be governed well : but they
arc in the utmoft danger through a wanton
abufc of this power.  Actuated, by noble pub-
lic fpirited motives, and a primary resard to
rcal merit in their cleétions ; they will have
the heads oftheir tribes, as fathers to lead them
in paths of fafety and peace : under the guid-
ance of fuch rulers, who confider their fubjedts
as brethren, and children, and all the interefts
of the community as their own ; a people can
hardly fail of all that happinefs of which foci~
eties arc capable in this degenerate ftate,

BuT when party fpirit, lecal views, and in-
terefted motives, direct their {uffraces, when
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they loofe fight of the great end of government
the public good, and give themfelves up, to the
bancful influence of parafitical demagogues,
they may well expect to reap the bitter fruits
of their own folly, ina partial wavering ad-
miniftration. Through the neglect, or abufe
of their privileges, moft ftates have loft their
liberties ; and have fallena prey to the avarice
and ambition of defigning and wicked men.
« When the righteous are in authority, the
people rejoice : but when the wicked beareth
rule, the people mourn.”” This joy, or mourn-
ing, among a people, greatly depends on their
own conduct in ele¢tions—bribery here, is the
bane of fociety—the man who will give or re-
ceivea reward in this cafe, muft be extremely
ignorant, not to deferve the ftigma of an ene-
my to the ftate—and fhould he have addrefs to
avoid difcovery, he muft be deftitute of fenfi-
bilitv, not to feel himfelf to be defpicable. All
private difhonorable methods to raife perfons
t. office, convey a ftrong {ufpicion to the dif<
cerning mind, that merit 1s wanting : real
merit may dwell in obfcurity, but it needeth
not, neither will it ever folicit, the aids of cor«
ruption to bring itfelf. into view. When
ftreams are polluted in their fountain they
will not fail to run impure—offices in govern-
ment obtained by purchale, will always be im-
proved to rcgain the purchafe money with
large increafe : and a venal adminiftration will
poflefs ncither difpofition nor ftrength to cor-
rect the vices of others, but will lofe fight of the
public happinefs, in the eager pur{uit of perfon-
al emolument. |
C



18 ELECTION SERMON,

4. Wispowm will leada lpeorplt: to maintain 2
facred regard to righteoulinefs, in reference to
the public, and individuals.

Morat righteoulne(s is one of thofe ftrong
bonds by which all public focieties are fup-
ported. Hecathen nations ignorant of divine re-
velation, and the particular dutics and obliga-
tions which are enlightened and inforced by
the word and autherity of Gop ; have never-
thelels been fenfible, of the great importance
of moral rightcoufnc(s. Greece and Rome, in
the beginning of their greatnefs, before they
funk into effeminacy and corruption, were
careful to encourage and maintain public and
private juftice : they laboured to diffufe prin<
ciples of righteoufnefs among all ranks of their
citizens. Many of their writings on this fub-
je&, deferve attention fo far as the obfervance
of moral duties refpeét civil communities, and
the well-being of mankind in the prefent world.
As all civil communities have their foundation
in compacts, by which individuals immerge
out of a ftate of nature, and become onc great
whole, cemented together by voluntary en-
gagements ; covenanting with each other, to
ebferve fuch regulations, and perform fuch du-
ties as may tend to mutual advantage : hence
arifeth the neceflity of righteoufnefs, this being
the bafis on which all muft depend. When
this fails, compacts will be difregarded, men
will leofe a fenfe of their obligations to each
other, inftead of confidence and harmony, will
be a fpirit of diftruft and fear, every man will
be afraid of his neighbour ; jealoufies will fub-
fift betwixt rulers and fubjells, the ftrength of
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the community will be loft in animefity and
divifion, all ability for united exertion will be
deftroyed, and, the bends of fociety being bro-
ken it muft be diffolved. It was long fince
obfcrved, by one of the greateft ahd wifeft of
Kings, and will for ever remaih true;  That
rightcoufnefs exaltcth a nation : but fin is a re.
proach to any people.”” The truth of this di-
vine inaxim doth not depend upon any arbitra-
ry conftitution, or, pofitive fyftem of govern.
ment : but flows from the reafoh and nature
of things.

Tuere is in the conftitution of heaveh, an
eftablithed connection, between the practice of
rightcoulne(s and the happinefs of moral be-
ings united in fociety. Public faith, and pri-
vatc juftice, lay a foundation, for public pir-
it and vigorous exertion to reft upon ; in {uch
a ftate, every one will receive a proper reward
for his fervice, let his ftation be what it may :
and every delinquent, will redlize fuch punifh-
ment, as his offence, or neglect of duty may de-
ferve. In afixed regular courfe of communi-
cative and diftributive juftice, all may know
before hand, what the reward of their condué
will be.  'What the apoftle hath faid concern-
ing the natural body, and applied to thechurch
of Curist : may with equal propriety and lit-
tlc variation, be applied to political focieties.
Thele bodies are compofed of variousmembers,
the members have various offices, but.all of
them arc neceffary, for the well being of the
whole ; there is fomething duc from the body
to every member, and from every member
tothe body : every partis to be regarded,
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and righteoufnefs maintained throughout the
whole.

Tue members of a well organized civil com-
munity, under an equal and juft adminiftration,
have no more reafon to complain of the fta-
tion alloted to them in providence ; than the
members of the natural body, have of the place,
by Gop affigned them in that. “The eyc cannot
fayunto the head, I have no need of thee ; nora-
gain the head to to the feet, 1have no nced of
you. But that the members thould have the
fame care one for another. And whether one
member {uffer, all the members fuffer with 1t :
or one member be honourcd, all the members
rejoice with it.” No member of the natural
body, of a civil community, or of Gop’s moral
kingdom, can be required to do moie, than ob-
ferve the proper duty of its own ftztion : when
this is performed, allis done which can reafon-
ably be demanded, it hath done well, and may

expect the approbation and protection of the
whole body.

MEeN may indeed complain, becaufe they are
not angels ; and do it with as much propriety,
as to teel difcontented, becaufc they are not
all placed at the head of civil communities.
The allwife Gop, hath given us our capacities,
and fixed our ftations, and when righteoufnefs
is obferved by us, and the community of which
we are members, we fhall then do, and receive,

what belongs to us, and this is all we can rea-
fonably defire.

5. THe wifdom of a people effentially con-
fifts, in paying an unfeigned obedience to the
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inftitutions of that religion, which the Supreme
Lawgiver hath eftablithed in his church on
carth.

Tuar religion, which Gop hath enjoined
upon rational beings, is not only neceflary for
his glory, but effential to their happinefs. To
eftablith a charaer as being truly religious,
under the light of wivine revelation, it is by no
means {ufficient, that mcn fhould barely ac-
knowledge the exiftence. and genceal provi-
dence of one fupreme Derty. From this hea-
venly light, we obtain decided evidence, that
the Almighty Father, hath fet his well beloved
Son the bleffed ImmanNvEL, as King upon his
holy hill of Zion. This D1viNE perfon, in his
mediatorial charaer, ¢ is exalted, farabove all
principality, and power, and might, and do-
minion, and every name that i1s named, not
only in this world, but allo, in thagwhich
is to come. And all things are put under
his fect, That at the name of Jesus, every
knce fhould bow, of things in heaven, and
things in earth, and things under the earth ;
and that cvery tongue thould confefs, that Je-

sus CHRrisTis Lorp, to the glory of Gob the
Father.”

In vain, do guilty mortals worfhip the great
jehovah, and prefent their fervices before him,
but, in the name, and for the fake of this glori-
ous Mediator. Yor itis his will ¢ that all men

fhould honor the Son, even as they honor the
Yather.”

ComMunITIES, have their exiftence in, and
from, this glorious perfonage. The kingdom
is his, and he ruleth among the nations.
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Through his bounty, and {pecial providence,
it is, that a people cnjoy the ineftimable liber
ties and numerous advanrtages of a well regula-
ted civil fociety : through his influence, they
are infpired with underftanding to adopt, with
ftreng:n and public fpirit o maintain, a righ-
teous confitution : He gives able lmpamal rul-
ers, to guide in paths of virtue and peace ; or
fets up over them the bafeftof men. By his in-
vifible hand, ftates are preferved from intcrnal
convulfions, and fthielded by his Almighty arm
from external violence : cr, through his provi-
dential difplcalure, they are given as a prey to
their own vices ; or to the lufts and paflions
of other ftates, to be deltroyed.

Tuus abfolutely dependant, are temporal
comimunitics, and all human things, upon
Hiv who reigneth King in Zion. * Be wife
now tlgerefore, O ye Kings ; be inftruited,
judges of the carth.  Kifs the Son left he be
angry, and ye perith from the way, when his
wrath is kindled but alittle : blefled are all
tiiey that put their truft 1n him.”

Tue holy religion of the Son of Gop, hath
a moft powerful and benign influcnce upon
moral beings in fociety. It not only reftrains
malicious revengeful paffions, and curbs un-
ruly lufts; but will in ecvent, eradicate them
all from the human breaft—it nnplants all the
divine graces and focial virtues in the heart—it
fweetens the difpofitions of men, and fits them
for all the plualing fatisfactions, of rational
friendfthip—teaches them felf denial—infpires
them with a generous public {pirit—fills them
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with love to others, to rightesufnefs and mercy
—makes them careful to difcharge the duties
cf their {tations—diligent and contented intheir
callings—this, beyond any other confideration,
will increafe the real dignity of rulers—will
give quiet and {ubmiffion to fubjects—this i3
theonly trucard genuine {pirit ofhber ty, which
can give abiding union and cnergy to {tates—
and will enable them to bear profperity without

pride—and {upport them in adverfity without
de ection—this will afford ail clafies of men
confolmon in death, aid render them happy in
Gop, their full cternal poruon, in the coming
world.

Rericrion, therefore is the glory of all intel-
-igent beings, from the higheft angel, 'o the
meancit of the human race : and wiil tor ever
happify its poflcflors, confidered, either in.divid-
ually, or, asconncéted in fociety : for this aflim-
ulates the hearts of creatures, to the great touns
tain of being in the exercife of gencral and dif=
interefted affection ; and is, the confuma.ion
of wifdom.

1+ the preceding obfervations, have their
foundation in rcafon, and the word of Gop 3
we {ce the happy connection berween rels; gion
and good government. The idea that thcrc I8,
and ought w0 u., no connection between reli-
gion and civil policy, appears to rcft upon this
abfurd fuppofition ; that men by entering into
focicty for mutual advantage, become quite 2
diffcrent clafs of beings from what they were
before, that they ceafle to be moral beings;
and confequently, loofe their relation and oblhi-
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gations to Gop, as his creatures and fubjects ¢
and alfo their relations to each other as rational
focial creaturcs. If thefe are the real confe-
quences of civil conncctions, they are unhappy
indeed, as they muft exceedingly debafe and de-

rade human nature : and itis readily ac-
ﬁnowledgcd, thefe things being true, thar reli-

ion can have no further demands upon them.
%ut, if none of the relations or obligations of
men to their Creator, and each other are loft
by entering into fociety ; if they ftill remain
moral and accountable beings, and, if religion
is the glory and perfetion of moral beings,
then the connection, between religion and good

overnment is evident—and all attempts to
E:parate them are unfriendly to fociety, and in-
imical to good government, and muft originate .
inignorance or bad defign.

Rericron effentially confifts in friendly
affection to Gop, and his rational offspring ;
and fuch affetion, can never injure that go-
vernment which hath public happinefs for its
objcct.

ArTempTs have been made to diftinguifh be-
tween moral and political wifdom—moral and
political rightcoufnefs—as tho there were two
kinds of wifdom and rightcoufnefs, diftint in
their nature, and applicable only to different
fubjects : that which is moral, belonging to
the government of men as fubjects of Gop’sdo-
minion ; and that which is political, to men as
jubjects of civil rule—But, if wildom and righ-
teoufnefs, arc the fame in the fountain, as in
the ftreams, in Gop, as in his creatures ; differ-
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ing not in naturc and Kind, butonly in degree,
then all fuch diftinctions are manifeftly with-
out foundation. We read itis true, of a par-
ticular kind of wifdom, the fruit of which is
“ bitter envying aad ftrife and every evil
work : and that this wildomn, 1s carihly, fenfu-
al, and devilifth.””  But, until it is made to ap-
pear, that this is morc hlmah to civil govern-
ment, than the wilcdom “ trom above, which is
pure and peaceable, tull of mercy and good
fruits, without partiality, and without hypocri-
fy: % the fuppofed diftinction, will not ap-
ply to human governments with advantage—
nor, deftroy the conncction between religion

and good government,

RELicion and civil government, are not one
and the fame thing: tho’ poth may, and are
defigned to embrace fome of the fame objedts,
yct the former, extends its obligations and de-
figns immenfely beyond what the latter can
pretend too : and it hath rights and prcroga-
tives, with which the Jatter may not intermed-
dle.  Still, there are many ways, in which civ-
il government may give countenance, cncou-
ragement, and cven fupport toreligion, with-
outinvading the prerogativesof the Moft High;
or, touching the inferior, tho facred rights of
confcience : and in doing of which, it may not
only fhew its friendly regard to chriftianity, but
derive important advantages to itfelf.

Tue friends of true happineis, whetiier min-
ifters of ftate, or minifters of religion, or, in
what ever character they may act, w vill thercfore

* Jam, xiv.—13

D
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cxert themfclves to promote that caufe, which
aims at no lefs an objeét, than the glory of Je-
ovat, and the higheft felicity of his unlimit-
ed and eternal kingdom.

A civir community, formed, organized, and
adminiftered, agrecably to the principles which
have been fuggefted, will poflefs internal peace
and energy; its ftrengthand wealth may eafi-
ly be colle¢ted for neceflary defence, confe-
quently will ever be prepared to repel foreign
injuries : it will enjoy profperity within itfelf,
and become refpectable amongft the nations of
the carth.

CouLp this, and the other ftates in the £ me-
rican Republic in their feparate and united
capacities, be eftablithed upon the principles
of true wifdom, that righteoufnefs and good-
nefs, which have their foundation in the nature
of things, andare effential parts, of the chriftian
{yftem—could we build upon this foundation,
we might fet forth a good example, and become
a blefling to mankind—1in this way we might
eftablifhour character as a wife and underftand-
ing people—become * * beautiful as Tirzah,
comely as Jerufalem’’—we fhould “ look forth
as the morning, fair as the moon, clear as the
fun, and terrible asan army with banners.”’

THosk deferve well of their brethren, who
have devoted their time and fuperior abilities
to the public, in the eftablithment and admin-
iftration of civil conftitutions, which are cal-

culated to anfwei purpofes, importantly bene-
ficial to mankind.

* Solomoas Song vi. 4. and 10.
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THrse thoughts, may call our grateful at-
tention, to the honourable and venerable char-
alters, collected this morning in the houfe of
Gor. Some refpeltful, fertous addrefles, to
the different characters here prefent may con-
clude this difcourfe.

MaAy 17T PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,

SeaTs of dignity in free republics are truly
honorable, where merit, and the voice of un-
corrupted citizens are the only caufcs of cleva-
tion. The firft Magiftrate in {fuch a ftate, is
morc refpectable than the moft povrezrful Mons
arch, who obtains his throne, either by arbitra-
ry ufurpation, the arts of venality, or even the
fortunzie circumftance of hereditary fucceflion,
In either of the inftances fuppofed, the throne
may be filled without perfonal worth, may be
fupported by the fame means by which it was
at fir{t obtained, and may be improved for the
purpofes of idlenefs and diffipation : or what
is worfe, to confume the wealth, deftroy the
libertics, and even fport with the lives of fub-
jects. By means of fuch abuie of power, a peo-
ple will be rendered vaftly more wretched, than
they would have been in a ftate of nature ; and
yet find it extremely difficult, to extricate
themfelves from thefe complicated evils. But
{uch abufe of power cannot fo eafily take place,
or be continued, in free republican govern-
ments ; where places of honor are infeparably
connec¢ted with important duties ; duties which
muft be performed, otherwife fuch places will
not long be fupported, under the jealous in«
{pection of a people, poflefled of the knowledge,
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and love of liberty, together with the means of
its prefervation.

Tnrsr confiderations, add to the merit, and
increafe the luftre of thofe worthy charaters,
which have been repeatedly called by the uni-
ted voice of their brethren to prefide in this
State. ‘'The underftanding of this people and
their knowledge of worth, have becn confpi-
cuous, in the attention generally paid, to defer-
ving perfonages in the clection of their rulers :
efpecially in the long fucceffion of wife religious
governors, whofe eminent talents, and pious
examples, have been fo extenfively beneficial to
this community. May your Excellency’s name,
in this honourable catalogue, remain a lafting
memorial, of the many fervices which you
have rendered to this people, as a public tefti-
mony of the refpect of your enlightened fellow
citizens : and may your unremitted exertions
for their profpcrity be continued, and all your
benevolent endeavours to promote their tem-
poral and eternal interefts, meet the divine blef-
fing—may you never bear that {word in vain,
which the exalted MEep1aTor, through the in-
ftrumentality of men, hath putinto your hand;
let this be a fhield to the innocent, the widow,
and the orphan, in their oppreflions ; while it
remains a terror, to all fuch as do evil : you
will if poffible, {cacter the wicked with your
eyes, but when coercion becomes neceffary,
you will bring the wheel over them. Senfible
of the weighty cares, and ftrong temptations of’
your exalted ftation, may your dependance, be
increafingly fixed on that glorious and gracious
Being, who hath called you to office ; efteem-
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ing his approbation infinitely fuperiorto the
applauie of mortals. By the weight of your
example, and the influcnce of that authority
with which you are clothed, may you, fir, do
much for the honor of Gop the Redeemer, for
the advancement of his holy religion among
men—for the promotion of rightcoufnefs and
peace, in this, and the United States of Ameri-
ca—for theabolition of flavery and every {pe-
cies of oppreflion—for the increafe of civil ana
religious liberty, in the carth—And when, by
the Supreme Difpofer of all events, you may be
called, to relinquith the honors, and cares of
this mortal life, our prayer to Almighty Gop,
is, thatin that folemn hour, you may enjoy the
fupports of confcious integrity, meet with the
approbation of your Judge, and be gracioufly
reccived to the fociety of the blefled.

THEe public addrefs, may now, be refpeétful-
ly prefented, to his Honor the Lieutenant-Go-
vernor, the Council, and Houfe of Reprefenta-
tives,

Ho~NorED GENTLEMEN,

Tue truft, which Gop, and this refpeable
commonwealth, have repofed in you is truly im-
portant. All the temporal interefts of this peo-
ple, in a fenfe,are put into your hands and
committed to your management, for the gen-
eral good. Children place firong confidence,
in the wifdom and tender carc of their natural
parents ; fo, do this people in you, gentlemen,
as their civil fathers: this confidence is not
only implied, but exprefled, in the defignation
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of your periens to thofe offices which you hold,
in the covernment of your fellow citizens

Civil libeiir, is an inheritance defeending from
the Father of Livhus, a ralent which, individuals
may not defpifc, ot mifimprove without guilt :
how vaftly imporiant then, muft this, with its
connccied l'}u'ﬁn«rs 1 focicty, be, to a large
community The cxtenfive vicws, and patri-
otic foclmgs, of wife and virtuous magiftiates,
cannot fail, deeply to imgrels their minds with
the weight and folemnity of the truft repofed
in them. Great anxiety for preferment, be-
trays a weak mind, ora vicious heart. Thofc
only, deferve the honors of an clevated ftation,
who are willing to bear the burdens, and per-
form the dutics which belong toit: and to
reap the rewar.is which rightcoufne{s and be-
nevolence will beftew : and who, in the' ways
of well doing, can mecet with calmncfa the tem-
perary ingratitude, of a mifguided mx:.)udgmg
people.  Not that the preacher would be un-
derftcod to mcan, that great c¢flcem, with an
ample pecuniary recompenfe, are not duc, to
thofe, whofc time, and fuperior talents are em-
ployed, 1t promoting the happinefs of their fel-
low men.

You, gentlemen, are vefted with an authori-
ty, which men of wif{dom and virtuc will ever
revere ; which properly exercifed, none can
refift, without refifting the ordinance of Gop
and pcrfcx cring intheir refiftance “ muft receive
to themfelves dainnation.”” May you cver ¢x-
crcife fuch authority, in the meeknefs of wif-
dom, for the beft good of your brethren : a-
areeably to thofc undmngeablc laws of righte-
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oulnels and goodnefs, which the Supreme Law-
giver hath cftablifhed in his moral kingdom.*
“ That no iniquity, be found in the place of
rightecufliefs, or, wickednels, in the placc of
]udglmm ; your e¢yes will be upon the faithful
of the land, that theynay dwell with you :
theie who vualk in a perfect way,” will be de-
tipnaicd by you foi all impotiant executive
trufts.  Viewing ynurf'r':lves, in the light of
truth, as the mini:”lus of Gsop, to this people
for er*'ood you will realize the important con-
nection between thie meral government of Je-
novan, and thofe interior eovernments which
he hath ordained to cxift among men. In this
light, you will efteem it your higheft glory, to
manifcit a a perfonat, fuprum‘ rcward to the be-
nevolent inftitutions of the Son of Gon : by
the weight of your example, and the force ofall
that intluence you poflefs, you will ftudy
commend  his holy religion to all men ; that
you may be mI‘frument“l, in promoting the
temporal peace and eternal happinefs of this
peopie.  Puilic fentiments have a vaft influ-
ence upon the condult of mankind ; public fen-
timents receive their complexion from public
men ; therulers of a people can do more than
fome may imagine, to promote real godlinefs :
if this, 1s recommended in their converfa-
tion, and exemplified in their lives, it will at-
tract the attention of multitudes ; it may lead
fome to a happy imitatios, and will not fail, to
mve firong fupport, to all the friends of Gon.
"ut men, fufficiently difpofed at all times to
alt oft the tear of Gob, need flender aid, from
public influential characters, to become pro-

* Eccl. i1, 36—Ff i €.
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fefled advocates, for infidelity and licentiouf<
nefs. How cxcecdmgly interefting, gentlemen, -
toyourfelvesand the community, is thef’(atlon af-
figned you in providence? May unerring wif-
dom guide all your fleps, and the God of Abra-
ham be your fhield, and exceeding great re-
ward.

Tue Minifters of Gop’s fanctuary, will ac-
cept-fome thoughts addrefled to them, not in-
deed for their inftruction, but, to  ftir up their
pure minds by way of remembrance.”

REVEREND FA.THERS and BrRETHREN,

Our charadter as chriftians, obligeth us to
be righteous before Gop, walkingin all the
commandments and ordinances .of the Lord
blamelefs : not forgetting that, of civil magi-
ftracy, as one of the wife und gracious appoint-
ments of heaven, which, rightly improved, will
extend its happy influcnce beyond the prefent
life. And, our ofhice as minifters, calleth usto
exhort all the difciples of jcius that they
“ fubmit themiclves to cvery ordinance of man
for the Lord’s fake : unto kings and governors
as unto them thajs are fent by him for the pun-
ifhment of evil doers, and for the praife of them
that do well.  For fois the will of Gop, that
with well doing ye may put to filence the igno-
rance of foolith men.”” Theignoranccand fol-
ly of that principle, that there is no connection
between religion and civil policy, 1s moft hap-
pily refuted, when the followers of Jesus aét
in charaéter, and demonftrate to the world, that
real chriftians are the beft members of fociety
in every ftation. We are not then alting out
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of character, when pointing out the advantages
of a righteous government, and the neceflity of
fubjt&ion to magiftrates. This however, is
nat the principal obje&t of our miniftry : our
wifdom and underftanding will eminently ap-
pear, in canverting finners from the error of
their ways—in winning fouls to Curisr. To
effect which our fpeech and our preachin

muft not be with enticing words of man’s wiE
dam, but in demonftration of the fpirit and of

power.

ConriDINg, in the unerring wifdom, t
bourdle(s goodnefs, of Gop, we need not
athamed, nor afraid, to declare all his counfel
—being well affured, that no doctrine, or duty,
can be found in his revealed will, but fuch as
are profitable for men to believe and practice.
The great comprehenfive defign of the chrifs
tian miniftry, is the glory of Geb, in the falva.
tion of finners, through Jzsus CHrisT. In
purfuing this noble all important defign, we
fhall labor to exhibit, the divine excellency of
the chriftian religion, in the holinefs of our lives
and converfation, as well, as in the fimplicity,
and uncorruptnefs of our dodtrines : that our
examplc and our preaching, may unite in their
tendency, to perfuade finners, to become re-
conciled to Gop. * How beaurtiful upon the
mountains are the feet of him that bringeth
good tidings ; that publifheth peace, that faith
unto Zion, thy Gobp reigneth!” and how is
this beauty increafed? when the fpiritual
watchmen upon the walls of Zion, “ fing to-
gether with the voice, and fee eye to eye.”” *

*I6a. lii. 7. 8.
E
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- Tuar this beauty may appear and fhine, in
all the minifters and churches of CHris®s let
us beeceme more fervent, and united, in fup-
plications, to our Father in Heawven, that he
may fhed forth plentiful effufions of that {pirit
of love, and of a found mind, which is the on-
ly abiding principle of unipn, between moral
beings. Under the influence of this holy pi-
rit, awakened to ativity and renewed dili-
gence, by the repeated inftances of mortality,
among the miniftering fervants of Gop, in the

paft year; may we all purfue the facred work
*ucd us, with increafing joy, and fuccefs,un-

called from our labors, to receive the free
rewards of faithful fervants, in the kingdom of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus CHRriIsT,

A brief addrefs, to -the numerous audience
prefent on this joyful anniverfary, will clofe
this difcourfe.—

BRETHREN AnND reLLow CITIZENS,

LET us not vainly boaft, in our truly happy
conftitution—nor in the number of wife, and
pious perfonages, whom Gop hath called to
prefide in its adminiftration. We haveabund-
ant occafion indeed, to blefs, and praife, the
Gop of Heaven ; for all our diftinguifting pri-
vileges,both civil and religious—few of our lap-
fed race, enjoy immunitics, cqual to thofe which
we poflefs : but we do well to remember, that
profancnefs andirreligion, infidelity and ungod-
linefs, when connelted with fuch advantages,
will exccedingly enhance the guile of men, and
without repentance will awfully increafe the
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tion. Would we becomea
wife ygpderft g people, we muft learn the
ftatutes, and jtiflgments, which the Lorp our
Gop, hath gggrygnanded, and obey them—we
muft be a r%s, holy people, * for without
holinefs, no marrfhall fee thec Lorp.”” Letall
be exhorted, to become wifeto falvation, through
faith, which is in Carist JEsus.—AMEN,

pains of da




