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At a Meating of the Frecholders and other Inhabitants of theTown
of Boston, duly qualificd and legally warned, is public Tcwn-
Meeting affembled, ot €aneuil- Haliy on Saturday the 41h Day
of July, 4.D. 178¢:

VOoTED,

HAT the SELECTMEN be, and hereby are ap,
pointed 2 Committee to wait upon the Reverend Dr.
SaMyey StiLLMAN, and in the Name of the Town, tothank
him for the fpirited and elegant ORATION this Day deli.
vered by him, at the Requett of the Town, upon the Anni.
verfary of the Inpxrenpzncz oy Tus UniTep StaTES OF
AMERICA ; in which, according to the Inflitution of the
Town, he confidered the F :lings. Manners and Principles,
which led to that great Natiunal Event—and to requctt of
him a Copy thereof for the Pagss.

Arteft,
WILLIAM COOPER, Townl/:}.

r  GaxrTLIMAN,

"‘4 WISH to ferve or gratify my Fellow-Citigens, led me to aceepy
their Appointment in the jirl Inflance ; and now weyes ooty

comply wit) their Defire, i giving @ Gopy of the OCRATION fep

the Pwurze, whichtheir great Candour hath led them as apprive,

I am, Contleinen,
With eve: y Tontimesnt, of Fitcewm,
Wonre humble Serv 9,

~ 9 My -9 % [Ny y - “' N .
o i ;’.':‘ur .ﬁ'o }_, -~ ,,” ) !*4 ‘d .Z p) .'{ﬁ'f\"

ROSTOM, 9 Tily, 1579



A N

ORATION.

HE American Revolution, my Fellows

Citizens, is & great event in the moral

government of Gob : new and afton.
ithing to us and to furrounding nstions, but not
fo to that OmNiIscieNT Bring, who is faid
in the language of infpiration, to fee the ¢nd
Jrom the beginming. His unalterable puipofe
was its prime foundation ; which, howcver,
could be no motive with thofe perfons wha
were engaged to accomplith it, becaufe they
were entirely ignorant of the divine intention,
until the event itfelf took place.

TuaT it was the purpofe of Gop 1: fhould
be, ie evident in his almoft miraculous i inrerpoe
ﬁuons in favor of it.

THE feelings, manners, and principles which
led to st, as weil as the important and bippy cfe
feéis, whetber general or doneltic, which have
glready,and will forever continue to ﬂ w 7 m i,
we are ncw to conlider, agreeable ﬂxe vote of
the town, * Qur

* Pafled July 5, 1784

AIERK. & 2K
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OuRr Anceftors, driven by the violence of
perfecution from their native country, broughe
with them to thefe fhores thofe principles of
religion and of civil government, which have
finally ripened by time and by manifold opprefs’
fions, into the joyous event which we now
celebrate,

Witn them it was a felf-evident principle,
That all men are and ought to be at liberty to
think and a& for themfelves in matters of relie
gion ; and that fo long as they lead peaseable
and quict lives, no men, whether cour? or clergy,
bave any right to interfere with their creed or
manner of worthipping Gob ; except by addrefe
fes to their underftandings.

In matters of govarnment they believed it
effcntial to freedom, That the people fhould
e governed by no laws, to which they
have not given their confent in perfon, or by
their reprefentatives, They were zealoufly en-
gaged to promote the cavfe of religion, and to
provide for the educatien of the youth. With
them originated the inftitution of public fchools
throughout the Commonwealth, into which the
children of the rich and poor are admitted upon
equal terms : the expence of their education

being
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being defrayed by a tax on the people at large,
They too at an early period, founded the Uni-
verfity at Cambridge, from which many great
and ufeful men, ig church and ftate have iffued,

To thefe inftitutions my Fellow-Citigens owe
their fuperior degrees of knowledge, which have
greatly contributed to their Freedom and Inde-
pendence. 'There are but few perfons in towa
or country, who have not a juft knowledge of
the fundamental principles of a free government,
A people thus enlightened cannot be enflaved.

Tuke diftance of the colonies from the mother
country, is a natural circumftance which rendered
their Independence an unavoidable event,at a giv-
en period ; for though we as a people, were
profperous, and in a degree happy under the fu-
preme control of the Britith parliament, many
things took place in confequence of that diftance,

that were oppreflive, of which we complained,
yet {ubmitted.

Tr g war that accelerated this great natioral
event, originated in part in ignorance of our real
condition ; which ignorance it was not eafy,if pofe
fible, to prevent, becaufe we were o far removed
from the parent ftate, I afk therefore, Would it
have been confiftent with the wife ceconomy of

Providence,
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Providence, that three millions of people, daily
increafing, thould have remained under the fue
preme control of 2 government at the diftance of
a thoufand leagues ? Could a government thus
fitvated know the condition of the governed ?
Could they enter into their feclings ? Should the
peoole feel themfelves opprefled,could they,with-
out great hazard, expence and delay, obtain relief ?

¢ To be always running three or four thoufand
miles with a tale or a petition, fays a fenfible wri«
ger, waiting four or five months for an anfwer,
which when obtained, requires five or fix more to
explain it in, will in 2 vew years be looked upon
as folly and childithniefs.~—There was a time
when it was proper, and there is a proper time
for it to ceale,

¢ SMALL iflands not capable of prote&ing
themiclves, are the proper objects for government
to take under their care ; but there is fomething
very abfurd, in fuppofing a Conutinent to be pere
petually governed by ansfand. In no inftance
baili nature made the fatellite larger than its prie
ma:y plaset, and as England and America with
refpect to each other, reverfes the common order
of nature, it is evident they belong to different
fyems ;: England to Europe, America to itfelf.”

CoMMON SENsE,
Bur
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BuT we have been often told, That the Inde-

pendence of America hath taken place fifty or
an hundred years too foon.  Rather i. hath hap-
pened at the very time iufinite wifdom faw
bet., He, without whofe knowledge the fpar-
row doth not fall to the ground, hath direted
the innumerable intermediate events, which con-
nect the fettlement of the country wiihi the declae
ration of Independence in 1776. It is, bzcaufe
unerring wifdom chofe it thould be,

WuAT makes this event appear altogether
providential is, that it was not the ground of the
quarrel with Great-Britain ; nor the object for
which the Americans at firff contended, They
fought for Liberty, not for Independence, There
wasa period after the conteft began, when they
would have rejoiced to be placed in the fume con-
diticn in which they were in 1963, And when °
the propofition of Independence was firft made,
the people in general were much oppofed to it,
and confented to it at lalt as a matter of abfolute

necefiity,

T FEEL a prevailing relu®ance to repeat the
hittory of the oppreflive meafures ot Great- Britain,
becaufe it will revive refentments, and tend to
deftroy the pleafures of this anniverfary, We are

I3 now
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pow at peace with all markicd : Gop grant that
it my et as long as the fun and the moon fhald

endure |

Lrr itfuflice to {iv, That the repeated attempts
of Great-Britain to ruile a revenue out of our
pock:ts without our confent ; followed by a de-
claratory act, fo called, claiminga rizhtto na.ke
laws binding us in all ciles whatever, fpread
an alarm  from New-Hampthire to Georgia,
which iflued in a furprizing union of the Colo-
rics, and a fuccefsful oppolition to Britith mea-
fures,

To fupport this unjult claim, fleets and armies
were fent among us ; which brought on all that
horrid fcene of war and blood(hed, under which,

for feveral years we groaned. During which
period, thoufands of our countrymen were fluin

10 battle, ordicd 1a cruel confinement.

LET us paule a moment to give vent to gene-
rous forrow—=It becotnes us this day to bedew
with tears of gratitude and friendthip the remains
of fathers, brothers, fonsand fel'ow-citizens, who
hoe fallen in freedom’s important caufe !—
Ch, had they lived to join the triomph of this
day, andtoreccive the triibute of a grateful

countiy |-
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country !|—3Buat why this exciamation! G:D can
do no wiong,

“ He fees with equa’ eve as God of all,
A Hero perijh or a Sparrow fall,”  Pope,

Tuey have retired from that neple@ which
{urviving, wounded, mangled heroes have ex-
perienced,

AMeRricaA free and ind:pendent and her army
not paid, is a conlideration that damps the joy of
this day.—Whilc we rejoice, public creditors in
general meurn ; and mourn they will, fhould
public juitice flill be delayed, or public fuith be
thip-wrecked,  But this cannot be. The time
we hope is not far diftant, when our country,
having recovered from her uncomnion embar-
ralsmazats, will faithfully confider thote citizens
who were her friends in the time of trouble.

Tue declaration of Independence at once anni-
hilated the diminutive term Co/onies as applied to
us, raifed us to our equal ftation among the na-
tions of the world, and opened to us a fource of
great advantages,

IT is no juft obje@ion to this affertion, that
our fufferings have been extremely great fince
1776, In general they were the natural effets

B2 of
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of our neble ftruggle for freedom. We had an
a n.y to aife and maintain, and few refources to
doit with, The men were oblized in confider-
ab ¢ numbers, to leave their refpedtive occupa-
tons and fy toarms; contequently the means
ot fubniteuce were in great mcalure negle@ed,
We were reduced to the neceflity of ifluing a
paper currency, which became on occafion of
the moft iniquitous praciices, and the ruin of
many worthy citizens,—And our navigation was
almoft deftroyed by the Britith cruizers ; while
their army had poflcfiion of different parts of

our C()Ullt!‘y.

Upon the conclufion of the peace, inflead of
adopting the methcds of awconomy, promoting a-
griculture and manufaQlures, and living as much
as poflible within ourfelves ; we ruthed into the
molt ¢xtravagant importation of Britith goods,
Many peefons left  their proper emiployments
and fet up for merchants, who were unacqmainte.
ed withcommerce, Thus large dubts were cone
tra@ud, which finally brought on frequent bank.
ruptcies, The failure of fome proved the ruin
of others, and thus fpread the calamity, The
natural tendency of which was, to deltroy mutual

confidence, and to put a ftop to bufinefs.
ANOTHER
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AnoTHER grand fource of our difficulties,
was the want of power in Congrefs to govern
the affairs of the Union, The articles of Con-
federation arofe out of the circumftances of
the times, and like our paper-money, anfwered
good purpofes for a feafon ; but they were def-
titute of energy. Congrefs could do no morg
than recomme.d : Each flate in the Union had
it in her power to negative the beft-concerted
plan. This was actually the cafe with the little
ftate of Rhode-Ifland, in the affair of the five per
cent. impoft ; by which we were deprived of an
important national revenue, which would have
greatly lightened the burdens of the people,
This circumftance, among others, clearly proved
the «bfolute neceflity of a change in our national
fyflem ; and I doubt not haftened the happy event,

ConGgRrFrss were fo much difcouraged at a
particular time, that they were on the point of
feparating, and of leaving their countrymen to
feel thofe diftreffes, which would have been the
refult of their own folly, All thofe perfons who
kncw the condition of America at that period,
trembled for her tafety,

AMipsT all thefe difficultics the great body
of tradefmen were out of bufinefs ; who, in foine
inltances,
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inftances, were obliged to live on the little pro-
perty they had acqnired by hard and conflant
Jabor ; while thole perfons who had no property,
were reduced to the humiliating neceflicy of per-
forming the loweft {ervices, to provide bread for
a {uffering family,  Yetall thefe ditficulties they
bore with uncommon magnanimity and patience,
Waonder not that they complained : rather won-
der that they ce mplained fo little,

A~ that nothing might be wanting to fill up
the meafure of our afflictions, the exigencies of
government obliged them to levy cirect taxes on
the people, already borne down with uncommor
calamities, They would “in general have paid,
but could not : for from principle and habit,

they were difpofed to obedience. The language
of complaint was heard throughout the Conti-

nent ; and in fome places infurrections took
place, which were happily fuppreflcd by the fpi-
rited exertions of government,

THe more enlightened any people are, the
more fenfibly they feel an injury ; and by their
exceflive love of freedom are fometimes hurried
on to aftions, which they themfelves condemn
in a difpaffionate hour,

Lew
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LeT us cherith the principle, love of freedom,
candemn only its abufe, and forgive the folly
and rafhnefs of fome of our mifguided country~
men. It is certainly more agreeable to the feel-
ings of benevolent minds, to overcome the follies
and wickednefs of men by compafiion and ten-
dernefs, than by feverity ; when this may be done
confiltent with the public fafety.

Svcu have been our fufferings, and fach theic
caufes : In the retrofpe@ this muft become a
moft evident truth, That none but Almighty
God himfelf could have fuftained us under them,
and led us to vitory and lndependence. We
have feen, that the battle is rot to the ftrong,

1F it bhad not been the Lord who was on our fide,
now may America fay ; when men rofe up againft
us : Dben they bad fwallowed us up quick, wbhen
their wrath was kindled againft us.—Let his great
name be magnified, who hath opened 1o us, by
our Independence, a fource of great advantages;
which we pafs to confider.

WniLk we were Colonies our trade was fub-

ject to the regulations of the Britith Parliament,
*“ She made laws obliging us to carry to her all

thofe produdts which fhe wanted for her owa

ufe ; and all thofe raw materials which fhe chofe
herfelf
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herfelf to work up, Befides this reftrition the fore
bad us to procure manufactures from any other cart
of the globe ; or eventhe produtts of European
countries, which alone could rival her, without
being firlt brought to her. In {hort, by a variety
of laws, (he regulated our trade in fuch a man.
ner, as (he thought moft conducive to mutual
advantage, and her own welfare.,”” *  She prohi.
bited the Colonies from {upplying one another
with hats and woolen cloths.  Even our pig and
bar-iron were to be manufa&ured in Great.

Britain,

From thefe fevere reftritions upon our trade
and manufactures, we are happily delivered by
our feparation from her,

Now a new, extenfive and animating f{cene
opens to the view of the great body of American
merchants ; who, as to a fpirit of enterprize are

excceded

* Tarmer’s §th Letter,

+ ¢ And that pig and bar-iron made in his Majefty's
® Colenies in Awmerica may be tarther manufoctured in this
“ Kingdeom, Le it farther enadeed by the anthority aforeruinld,
¢ that from andafier the fomdi day of June, 1750, no will
“ or other engine for flitting, or rolling of 1ion, o1 uny
“ plaiting forg: to work with a tilt-hammer, o1 any furnuce
“for makinge ci flecl, fisall be erected, or afier furh ereciion
“thall be cendnued inoany of  Lis Mojcty’s Cclonics in
“ sAucrica” 23, Gro. 2.¢h. 29,
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exceeded by no men on earths They may ex-
tend their commerce to every part of thz globe,
By the revival and extenfion of commerce, fhip-
building will be encouraged, and the various
clafles of mechanics find employment. It is na-
vigation that fctsall the wheels in motion, and
opens the way for the ingenious and induftiious
trade(men to fupport themfelves and famiiies ;
and by encreafing the demand for the produce of
our country, animates the farmer amid{t the

labors of the field,

Witnout going three thoufand miles for
permiffion, we may eftablih manufactories in
every part of the United States ; work up our
own materials,employ our own people, promote
indaftry, the fricnd of virtue ; leffen our annual
importations, increafe our exports ; and rife thro’
the blefliag of Gop on our endeavours, fuperior
to all thofe difficulties, with which for feveral

years we have ftruggled. * |
So

* The manufacture of cotton, cards, paper for writing and
for rooms, woolen clotls, loaf-fugar, duck, &c. &c. is daily
rifing iuto importance ; of which the {ollowingis a proof :—

In the duck manufudtory, lately eftablifhed in this town,
there are daily emiployed nearly three huudred people, who are
able to turn out 1,200 yards per week, and very foon will
extend it to 1,500, Sail-makers and feamen fay, that it is
fupesior to any duck imported from England or Rufia. Se-
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So long as we were dependent on Great-
Britain, ber wars were ours. Whenever the

chofe to enga, ¢ 1n a war with any of the powers
of

veral veflels have been alveady furnifhed with it, and confider-
able quantities have been exported to different parts of the
United States ; the demand tor it will encreafe, with the re-
vival of our navigaticn, and confequently become ftill more
unportant,

Of the card manufadtories in this town, that of Meflicurs
Giles Richards and Co. alone, daily employs one  thenfund
perfons, and during eleven months paft they have mannfac-
tuved fve thoufand one bundred and fifty dozen pair of cotton and
wood carfs, according to the beft calculation the company are

capable of aaking ; the demand for which annually increafes.

At Taunton and the towns adjoining, there are employed
in marufacturing of iron and nails oe thoifund perfons daily.
‘I'he quantiry of nuils made by them yeurly is rwo hundred and
£ity fons, contained in two thoufund five bundred cafks, which
average thirty thonfand sach,

In American loaf-fugar and paper we abound ; and a gen-
tleman who is engaged in the manufacture of paper-hang-
ji,zs, thinks ke can eafily fupply the Continent with that
airicle, as good 05 to ics guality, and as low as to priceas any
that can be huported,

Ir woulld be ealy to continue the remarks on American
rranutcfrares bat it would fwell the note to a volume., From
this frecimen let us cxtend our vicews to the different manu-
factories throughout the United States, and we {hall be ani-
ma o widh the certain profpect of their growing importance,
— einle thathe propae are employed, and owr moacy hept
aincuyr ourfelves,
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of the world, we, without the leaft confultation,
were obliged to take a part in the quarrel, and
to imbrue our hands in human blood. Now,
blefled be Gop, we lave nothing to do with
European quarrels : but are independent of
thofe ambitious princes, who to adjuft fome little
point of national honor, extend dominisa, or fa-
tisfy a fpirit of revenge, facrifice thoufands of
their {ubjelts.

WaiLE we were a part of the Britith Empire,
the King bad a negative on all our laws ; who
certainly could not know our real condition, but
was always liable to be deceived by his minifters
at home, or his fervants here : of which there
was the greater danger from his having the ap-
pointment of many of the principal officers of
government among us ; who in general were fo-
reigners, neceflitous and therefore dependent on
the King for their fupport. It was natural for
them in fuch circumftances to be prejudiced in
favour of their own country, and to feck to pleafe
their mafter, whatever might beccme of ths
interefts of the Americans, Many of them were
{pies on the liberties of the people,

Frowm this difagreeable fituation we are happily
delivered by our Independence, Our prefent go-
Cz2 vernments

L]
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vernments are of our own creating, our Govera
rors from among ourfelves, and our Judges as at
the firft,

Tuis great national event hath alfo called iato
pubirc view, hitoitans, poets, painters, heroes,
and civiians 3 and contnnes to afford fubjelts fo
fub'im= ond interciiing, as wiil give full fecope for
the cxertion of oll the powers cf genius, We
therefores reafonebly anticipate America’s golden
ace, when f{cience, acts, induftry, religion, free-
dom, and public happincfs, fhall exalt her to the
moft dittinguithed eminence among the nations
of the worid,

Now are the advantages of this furprizing revos
latia confived to America ¢ already have its
oo ptes exiended their falutary influence to Eus
1epean matioos 3 flafhed fuch conviftion in the
minds of Prii.ces, o produced fech tiroggles for
freedom anont a people loons oppredded, a8 have
terminaizd iy their partal coancipation,

May . rea. woik . political reformation
50, Ul osemea by itunuer their viae and-
-treey Loy none to make thea airaid )

AnNn 1, compleat our wifhes, Heaven hath
bicfled s with a general governmient, to which

we look up with confidence and joy.
Tuis
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THIs is an cvent of uncommon magnitude in
the hiftory of our country ; and fhould fill the
heart of every Aierican with gratitude to that
Gop, with whom are all the events of Empires.

““ WHEN I contemplate, fays the great, the
beloved WASHINGTON, the interpofition of
Providence, as it was vifibly manifeflted in guid-
ing us thro’ therevolution, and preparing us for
the reception of the general government, and in
conciliating the good-wili of the people of Ame-
rica toward one another, after its adoption, I feel
myfelf opprefled, and almoft overwhelmed with
a fenfe of the divine munificence : 1 feel that no-
thing is due to my perfonal agency in all thefe
wonderful and complicated events, except what
can beattributed to an honeft zeal for the gocd of

my country.”’ ¥

IN the number of thefe great, providential
events, my countrymen will unite in placing this
amiable man *¢ the wonder of a world.”” Gobp
gave him birth at fuch 2 period and in foch a
place ; furnifhed him with great abilities, and
with the moft excellent difpofition, that he
might be a fignal blefling to his country. He

watched

» Anfwer to the Addrefs of the Mayor, &c, of the City of
Philadelphia,
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watched this his favorite fon, fupported him un-
der the preflure of complicated ills, preferved him
in thickeft dangers, and led him, aflilted by the
forces of our great and generous A'ly, the Mo-
narch of France, to victory and peace,.

As foon as his country had obtaired an hono-
rable peace, he refigned his military coaimiidion
to Congrefs, and rctired to the private walks of
life ; determined never more to engage in public
bufinefs—But his work was not finithed, Deity
never intended that his great talents thould be
confined to the banks of thePotowmack, however
ufeful there, The millions of America follow
him to his chofen retircment, and unite their
voice in his appointment to the firft feat in the
Federal Government, This at not only confers
the greateit honor on the man of their chnice that
a people can confer, but refle@s diftinguithed ho-
nor on themfelvcs, as ap evidence that they are
feclingly alive to cxceller  of character,and know
how to confer the rewards of virtue,

Tur call of his country he again obeys ; hav-
ing nothing to hope for in point of reputation,but
every thing to rifque,

As he paffed through difterent places on his

way to New-York, the people of every 1ank
crowded
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crowded around him,to exprefs their love and gra-
titude to the man to whom they owe fo much.
At Trenton’s bridge the little maids, led on by
grateful mothers, fung his welcome, and ftrew-
ed his way with flowers, The lluftrious Chief
in folemn filence ftopped to liften to their fong :

His foul was in his eycs,—and the filent tear ftole
down his venerable cheek,in thankful recolle&ion
of the pleafing difference there was between his
prefent circumftances,and that gloomy night when
he croffed this very river with his little, ragged,
forlorn army,and compleatly furprized theHeffian
troops that were flaticned at Trenton. From
thence,by a forced march,he pufhed on toPrince-

ton, and obtained a fimilar vi¢tory. By which
events he revived the f{pirits of his faithfol troops,

and gave a happy turn to the affairs of Ame-
rica,

He had too much piety to permit him to vifit
this place, without offcring up the tribute of his
praife to Him, who crowned him with fuccefs,
And all his refolution was infuflicient to fupprefs
the keen fenfibility of his heart, upon fuch reite-
rated expreflions of warm attachment to his per-
{on,

AT



AT New-York he was received with every
mark of honor and affc@ion ; and entered on the
great duties of his office with fuch a fenfe of Gob
and of religion, as ftill more, if pofiible, endears
him to his countrymen,

Mavy the virtues of his private life, and the
piety that appears in his official condu@, be imi-
tated by his fellow-citizens of every rank, May
they learn from him to honor the Lord’s Day,and
not make it a day of bufinefs or of vifiting, but of
ftri&t religion. Efpecially may our youth look
up to a charater thus accomplithed, go and do
likewife.

Witu a WASHINGTON at the head of our
national government, and an ADAMS at his fide,
with all the great chara.ters that compofe our Se-
nate and Houfe of Reprefentatives, what may
we not expe&t to make the people happy,
that is withia the reach of human power ?

Mucu is due to that illuftrious band of pa-
triots, who by their wifdom in council, or valor
in the field, have been the means of procuring
for America, Liberty and Independence. May
thoir names be handed down to lateft generations
as the Frrignps or MavkiInD, and underGobp,
THE DELIvERE S OF THEIR COUNTRY.

PErMIT
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PerMiT me to congratulate you on the
change that hath taken place in our national con.
dition. Our profpe@s brizghten—We have now
a government, from the complete arrangement
and operation of which,we have reafon to expect
great advantages, But we muft exercife patience:
‘“ Rome was not built in a day.,”” The objecls
before Congrefs are national,complicated and very
interefling ; time 1is therefore requifite com-
pletely to arrange the fyftem.—May Gop grant
to them that wifdom that is from above ; and”
thac virtue that fhall be proof againft every temp-
tation !

~

LET us remember at the fame time, that
much depends on the condut of the great body
of the people.

Tue hittory of other nations thould be a fo-
lemn leffon to us. By wifdom and by virtue they
have rifen ; by ignorance and vice they have been
ruined. The fame caufes will invariably produce
the fame effects,

KNowLEDGE and virtue are the bafis and
life of a Republic : therefore the education of
children and youth, fhould be the firft object of
the attention of government, and of every clafs

of citizens, |
D YE



26 A1 ORATION,

Y E virtuous fair, who are placed by Provi-
dence at the head of rifing families, you have the
moit favorable opportonities of forming the minds
and manners of your children, becaufe they ars
“conftantly with you, warch your conduc, and
Jiften to your iaftructions with an imp'icit confi-
deace.  In doing this you pleafe yourfelves, and
render eflential fervice to your country,

WEe have much to expe® from your good
fenfe, your delicacy of manners, the purity of
vour converfation, and your unwearicd endeav.
ors to bring up your children in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord,

““ Delightful tafk ! to rear the tender thought,
Do tecch the young idea bow to [hoot,
Do pour the [refh inflruétion o'er the miad,
To breathe the enlivening  [pirit, and to fix
The generoas parpsfe in the glowing breaft I’
Thomfon.

THE citizens repofe great confidence in the
wifdom, integrity and diligence of thofe gentle-
men who are placed at the head of our {chools
and colleges.  Their tafk is arduous yet pleafing,
becrufe they are engaged in fitting the rifing
cencration for honor and ufefulnefs in the nation.

‘They will not therefore be weary in well-
doing;
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doing ; but remember when furrounded by g
ctowd of lovely youths, who wait for their
inftru@ion, that they are, if virtuous, the joy
of their parents, and the boaflt of their coun-
try,

Tue minifters of relizion have a molt im-
portant part to act in this refpedt. No men
under heaven have greater opportunities of pro-
moting knowledge and virtue than they ; (o
which they ought ever to be encouraged by the
important confideration, That they are infiru-
ments in the hands of God, of promoting the
beft intereft of mankind in this life, and of that
which is to come. And the people have a right
to expe that they will be faithful in their
profeflion, and eminent in virtue,

THEe liberty o the prefs is one of the great
bleflings of a free government, as it is a means
of diffufing krnwledge through every part of
the country, the fcourge of tyrants, and the
fecurity of freedom, But it has often degene-
rated into licentioufnefs. Better, however to
fuffer this evil than that the prels (hould not be
free. It is extremely dithcult, if notim>eflible
to reftrain it without dettroying its freedom.,

D 2 CiviL
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CiviL rulers ought to go before the people
as examples of every thing amiable and praife-
worthy ; be the conftant patrons of religion and
learning, and do every thing in their power to
promote that righteoufnefs which exalteth a
ration, |

Tue people, if wife, will confider want of
virtue as real a difqualification for office, as want
of .wi{dom,

In aword : As a nation we are in our infancy,
But God hath put into our hands a prize ot moft
ineftimable value : it lies with us to improve it,
Should this be the cafe, we fhall be the happieft
nation on the globe,

Qur ratinnal profpe ds of the future glory of
America are alinnit boundlefs, while we confi-
der our extent of territory,—various refources, =
rapid population,—encouragement held out to
. foreigne:s to come among us,—thc means of
education,—general knowledge of the people,—
univerfal liberty asto religion ;—=—and the repeat-
ed inflances of great charallters that have ap-
peared among us ; many ¢f whom rife in prof-
pet before me in this venerable and great af-
fembly ; which are only f{uecimens of what we

have re O toexpe® ina future day.
THE
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Tue fun of the old worldis fetting ; of the
new jult beginning to rife. Hail | my country,
the glorious thzatre, peihaps, of heaven’s laft
wonderous aéts | That divine perfonage who
made his entrance in the eaft, wiil ride in tri-
umph through this weftern world, and upon
all the glory fhall be a defence. Norare Ame-
ricans alone in thefe their fanguine expetations 2
It is more than twenty years fince a learned Pre-
lale thus fung thy-greatnefs O my Country, in
prephetic verfe :

¢ The mufe difgufted atan age and clirae,
Barren of every glorious theme,

In dittant lands now waits a beiter time,
Producing fubje@s worthy fame :

In happy climes, where from the genial fun,
And virgin earth fuch fcenes enfue,

The force of art by mnature feems out-done,
And fancied beanties by the true :

In ha;ﬁpy climes the feat of innocence,
Where nature guides and virtue rules,

Where men fhull not impofe for truth and fenfe
The pedantry of courts and fchools :

There fhall be fung ancther golden age,
The rife of cmpi’iand of arts,

The good and great infpiring epic rage,
The wifeft heads and ncbleft hearts,

Not
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Not fuch as Europe breeds in her decay ;
Such as fhe bred when freth and younyg,

When heavenly flame did animate her clay,
By futme poets fhall be fung.

Weftvrara the courfe of empire takes its way,
The four ficft acs already paft,

The fifth thall clofe the drama with th day ;
Time’s nobleft offspriug is the laft,” #

® On the profpect of planting Arts and I ¢arning inAme-
rica by Dr. Berkrsy, Bithop of Gigyue.
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