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A1 a preparatery meeting, the following standing interrogatories

. were adopted by the committee:

First Interrogatory.—Are you, or have you been a freemasong

how many degrees Lave you taken, and by what Lodge or Chapter
were you admitted 2

Second In’~-rogalory.—Befure or at the time of your taking

each of those degrees, was an oath or obligation administered to.
»
you :

Third Interrogatory.—Can you repeat the several oaths or nbli-
gations administered to you or any of them ? If so, repeat the
several oaths, beginning with the Enteired Apprentice’s, and repeat
them, literally, if possible; if not, substantially. Listen to the
ouths and obligations aud penaities as read from this book,

(Allyn’s Ritual,) and point out any variation you shall find in
them from the oaths you took. Is there a trading degree ?

Fourth Interrogatory.—Id you ever know the affirmation ad-
ministered in the Lodge or Chapter ¢

Fifth Interrogatory.~-Are theve any other oaths or abligations

in Masonry than those coutained in Allyn’s Ritual and Bernacd’s
Light on Masonry ¢

hS:'a:th Interrogatory.—1s Masonry essentially the same every-
wheve !

Seventl: Interrogatory.—State the ceremony of initiation in the
Royal Arch degree; and particulurly whether any aliusion is made

to the Scripture scene of the burning bush. State fully bow that
scece is enacted 1o the Liedge or Chapter
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Eighth Interrogatory.—Are you a Knight Templar: If so,
state fully the obligation and ordinances of that degree. In that
degree, 18 wine administered te the candidate out of a human
scull 7 State fully the whole scene. Listen to the account of it
as read from this book, (Allyn’s Ritual) and point out wherein it
varies from the genuine oath and ceremeny ?

The follewing interrogatories were subsequently adopted by the
commitiee, in uddition to the foregoing:

Ninth Interrogatory.—Are you a member of the Society of Odd
Fellows? If so, when did you jomn it ?

Tenth Interrogalory.—Are oaths and obligations administered
in any of the grades or degrees of said society ? If so, state all
of them with which you are acquainted fally. Listen to the oaths
and obligations and penalties, as read fiom tlis buok, {** An expo-
sition of Odd Feilowship, by a Past Grand Master,” 1835,) and
point out any variations you find in them, from the genuine ones
administered in regular lodges of Odd Fellows.

Eleventh Interrogatory.— State whether the book just read te
iau, contains a correct account of Odd Fellowship, as far as you
ave advanced therein ?

The following i1s the Testimony taken before the
Commattee.

DEPOSITION OF JAMES H. SHED,

Taken before a Commillee of the [ousc of Represeniatives of
Pennsylvania.

Question 1st, by the Chairinan of the Legislative Committee.—
Where is your prerent residence #
Answer. Dayton, Olhio,

Question 2d. What is your profession ¢
Ans. Attorney at law.

Questions by the same.—Are vou a Freemason? 1f 8o, state
where made, and ho.s many degrees you have taken. State
whether Masonry “ias been correctly revealed by Morgan, Aliyn
and Bemard., State as much as you are able of the oblization or
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oath attached {o each degree; and if a Royal Arch companion,
describe the scene of the burning bush, as represented in the

lodge or chapter.

Answer to the foregoing questions. —

[ became a member of Pacific lodge, in Amherst, Massachu-
setts, in June, 1826; in which lodge, 1 took the Kntered Appren-
tice, ¥ellow Craft, and Master Mason’s degrees. 1In September
following I left New England, and went to reside at Fort Niagara,
state of New York, and while in that vicinity, I tock the Mark
Master’s, Past Masters, Most Excellent Master’s, and Royal
Arch degrees, in the Benevolent Chapter at Lewiston, county of
Niagara——over which chapter, Col. William King presided as
High Priest.  Of the oaths and obligations which were adwinis-
tered to me at my introduction into the several degrees I have
received, 1 remembered for a long time those of the three first,
having committed them to memery befere 1 left New Hampshire,
and which are substantially and correctly revealed 1in Morgan’s
Illustrations of Masonry, and in the works of Bernard and Avery
Allyn. But it being a considerable time since 1 have thought of
them, I cannot now repeat them from memory.

The obligations of the four higher degrees, [ never commiticd
to memory; nor were they, to the best of iny recollection, ever
repeated to me, except when administered to me; nor rehearsed
in ny hearing, except two or three times to others, at their intro-
duction; and in March, 1827, I discontinued my attendance at
the lodge meetings, and have never been at one since. But still
I remember wany portions of them, though not with sufficient
accuracy and clearness to enable me to write them out in full.

When I received the oath of a Royal Arch Mason, two uthers
were blind-folded and bound with me; aad the embarragament con-
sequent upon such a situation, prevented me from pa_yin[i much
attention to it. But I remember the clause which required me to
“ assist a brother Royal Arch companion, when cngaged 1n any
difiiculty, and to espouse his cause, so far as to extricate him
from ihe same, whether he be right or wrong.” 1t was talked of
among the fraternity, and understood by them, that it was not
prudent to entrust te masons of .the lower dearees, the important
secrefs relative to the Morgan conspiracy: that they cuuﬂl only
be entrusted with entire safety to Royal Arch Masons, who were
bound by a stronger oath than Master Masons, For this reason,
some were solicited and impurtuned to hecome Royal Arch com-
panions; and some tasons of the lower degrees, who joined the
chapter, were never required to pay any fee. ‘They were then
considered as safer depositories of the secrets of the Morgan con-
sptracy. lu the Royal Arch obligation which was administered
to me, I cannot say whether the clause relative to keeping secret
murder and treason, varied from the clause respecting those
crimes 1n the Dlaster Mason’s ohligation, oc not. The fellowing
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‘efrcumstance, however, and what | have above stated, induce me
to believe, that murder and (reason were nof excepted. 1 was
present when Col. Jewett and two others received the Roval
Arch obligation, and after it was administered by Col. King, somne
one remarked to him, that he had omitted the claus: respecting
murder and treason; which he then repeated to them, and, accord-
ing to my best recollection, it was, that they must keep all the
secrcts of a brother Royal Arch companion, entrusted to them as
such, murder and treason not exceprep; and Col. Jewett pro-
mised to consider it the same as though it had been administered
i due order. The penalty of the Royal Arch obligation was,
that 1 should have my skull smaote off, and my brains exposed to
the scorching rays of the meridian sun, should I knowingly or
wilfully violate or transgress any part of this my solemn oath or
vbhigation ot a Royal Arch Mason.,

I remember the scene of the barning bush, as represented in the
chapter; and 1t occurred soon after the ubligation was adminis-
tered to me. While myself and the two who were bound with
me (with a rope which passed seven timnes around our respective
bodies, and thus attached to each othur,) were being condueted
round the room, some one was reading the passage of scripture
found in Exodus—¢ Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro, his
fathcr-in-law, priest of Midian, and he led the flock to the back
side of the desert, and came to the mount of God, 2ven Horeb.
And the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a flame of fire,
vut of the widst of the bush; and he looked, and behold the bush
burned with fire, und the bush was not consumed.” By this time
we had arrived, being blind-folded and led by our conductor, to
the hush, when a person pulled down the bandage from our eyes,
and the bush appeared before us, burning with exceeding brilhancy.
Some one then personating Deity, called out from behind the b sh,
“ Moses! Moses!” and our condactor answered *Here am 1.’
The person behind the bush then proceeded, * Draw not nigh
hither; put oft’ thy shoes from oft’ thy feet, fur the place on which
thou standest is holy ground I am the God of thy fathers: the
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.”
While the person behind the bush was reading the above extract,
our conductor stooped down, and tosk off one of the slippers from
my (eel; and when the passage was concluded, he imn_mliatel{y
covered my eyes with the bandage, while a voice was again heard,
saying—¢¢ And Moses hid lis face, for he wes afraid to look
upon God.”

Question. State fully any kunowledge which you may have of
the abduction and fate of William Morgan, late of Batavia, New:
York;—the causes for which he was kidnapped-—the manner 1u,
which it was doze, and whether by Masons, or others; and o by
Masons, whether it was done in pursuance of their masonic obli-
gation.  State fully all you know relative to that offence, whethez:



witnessed by yourself, or known through regular masonic cdminu-
‘plcation.

Answer, —

In communicating to you the knowledpge 1 possess relative to
the Morgan conspiracy, 1y will state every thing in the order in
which 1t transpired, w%ether witnessed by myself, or made known
to me through regular masonic communication.

I left Rindge, New Hampshire, about the 3d of September,
1826, for the west of New York, to obtain employment as a
schuol teacher. I had for many years been acquainted with Col.
Jewett, at that time superintendent of Fort Niagara; and 1 went
to that place, believing he would render me all the assistance in
his power. I arrived at the fort, { think, on the afternoon of the
12th of September, and had been there but a short time, when two
inessengers who were masons, came to the fort, for the purpose
of obtaining a place in which to confice Morgan, until they could
make arrangzements with the Canadian masons to have him secretly
conveyed out of the country. TCol. Jewett, who was a mason, and
to whom I made myselt known as such on my arrival, stated to
me, as a mason, that one Morgan had been revealing the secrets of
masonry, and the masons in the west of New York were about to
engage in a high handed massacre, withoat a paraiiel perhaps in the
hlﬂtﬂl;{ of the world,~except when King Stanisiaus was forcibly
seized and carried away by the Poles,—which measure was to
seize Morgan, a free citizen, convey him by force out of the
country, traosport him to Quebec ar Montreal, and from thence to
England, if they could find a British vessel whose commander
was a mason. e stated that it was not the intention of the
masoRa to do him any harm: that he was an intemperate man,
and that the welfare of his family would be promoted by his
abgence, for the fraternity intended to provide for them, He
stated that however reluctant he might feer to engage in the trans-
action, yet he felt himself compelled, when called upon as a
mason, to render his assistance, and furnish a place for the recep-
tion of Morgan: that if he were certain government would deprive
him of his post, in consequence of his participation in that aftair,
still he felt bound to lend his aid, and the {raternity would be
obliged to indemrify him for any losses he might sustain, since
this affair was for the benefit of masonry. And he expressed his
gratification on discovering that I wes a mason; otherwise, he
#aid, he would have been under great embarrassmenty in having
me at the fort while this affair was geing on.

One of the messengers left with him a letter of introduction to
one M’Bride, a-mason residing in Canada, an! at that time a mem-
ber of the proviucial parliament, and he was requested to go, and
with the assistance of M’Bride, complete some arrangements. The
messengers had already commenced. Being invited by Col.
Jewett to go with hin to the village of Niagara, and assist in ruw-
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ing the boat across the river; [ accordingly went. On entering the
village, Col. Jewett accosted a stranger standing in ihe street, and
made inquiry, as I supposed, for the person to whom the letter
was directed. Alter some conversation which I could net dis-
tinctly understand, the stranger remarked, ¢¢ I suppose 1 under-
stand your business—we shull soon have a meeting of the lodge,”
and Dhe jnvited us to enter. About ten masons were present; a
tyler was stationed at the door, but the lodge was not opened in
due form. Col. Jewett stated to them the object of his visit, and
informed them that it was the wish or intention of the masons to
suppress Morgan’s book. A debate of some length and animation
arose, respecting (he course most proper to be pursued; and on
that occasion, a mason, whom I afterwards learned to be Garside.
deciared openly, that Morgan ouGHT TO SUFFER DEATH FOR BREAK-
ING HIS MASONIC OBLIGATIONS, He was promptly put down by
another mason, a geu_..ewan of very respectable appearance, who,
I understood, lived about forty miles from that Place, ard was a
magistrate. This gentleman declared that nothing could induce
him to be in any manner accessary to the murder of a“man, but
he would turnish moncey freely and willinely, to aid in transport-
ing Morgan out of the country, and in suppressing the book.  After
some discussion, they could arrive at no conclusion respecting the
disposition to be made ol Morgan, who was expected to arrive
very soon, and we returned to the furt. We were accompanied
trom Canada to the fort by two masons, one of whom was Gagside.
a Royal Arch Mason. | understood from sume things that were
said that evening by the company, that when Morgan should be
brougat there, e would be coul{)ued in a secure block-house, situated
in the north east part of the yard of the fort. While we were to-
gether that evening, Garside again remarked, that Morgan deserved
to die for revealing the secrets of masonry. On the following day,
Morgan not having yet arrived, Col, Jewett requested me to assist
him in removing some puwder from the magazine, which he alleged
was spotling on account of the humidity of the room. 1 lentmy
agsistaince, not suspecting however, that he was preparing it for
the reception of Morgan; for I supposed that another buiiding was
tended for him, situated in a less public part of the yard.

The next morning, which was the day of the installation of the
Benevolent Chapter at Lewiston, 1 was informed by Col. Jewett
that Morgan had been brougnt and confined in the magazine the
bight before. Col. Jewett and myselt, in compuny with Eli Bruce,
Hizh Shenift of Nizgars county, went to Lewizton that day to
attend the instaliatiop, on board the steamboat Martha Ogden.
Edward Giddins, who resided at that tume at the furt, and a Royal
Arch Mason, remained at home to take care of Morgan, together
with Jackson, a brother-in-law, from Lockport, who was also a
mason, and whc came there the night before. Giddins at that
time possessed the entire confidence of the fraternity, was consid-
cred an honour to the lodge, gud intrusted.with a krowledge of
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what was then transpiring. The cause assigned by the masons for
the seizure ana abduction of Morgan was, s having violated his
masonic oaths, in revealing tue secrets of masoury. By his remo-
val from the country, they hoped to be able to suppress the publi-
cation of his book, containing a revelation of the secrets ot masonry.
They regarded his high treason against the masonic ingtitution as
a tnpgt ageravated offence, and one for which he deserved punish-
inent; and some considered that the Grand Lodge had a right to
try and punish him for his masonic crime. And those masuns
wﬂn were concerned, so far as I could gather from their remarks,
considered their obligations to support and uphold masonry such,
as would justify them in violating the laws of the land, or take
away entirely the moral guilt that would under any other circum-
stances, rest upon them for such violation. At the installation of
the Benevolent Chapter at Lewiston, which tovk place on the
tourteeath September, the Rev. Mr. Cummins, of Rochester, a
high mason, officiated as clergyman. A very large number of the
fraternity attended, and during the service, Jackson, the brother-
in-law of Gicldins, was sent by him to inform the masons at Liew-
iston that Morgan was making disturbance at the magazine. |
understood that some one was sent to silence him. After dinner
1 was present in a room with several masons, and heard many re-
marks made concerning Morgan. Some were enraged that he
should have made so much disturbance in his confinement, and
gave vent to their feclinys in bitter execrations. After the cere-
monies and festivities ¢f the Juy were past, I returned to the fort,
seven miles below Lewiston, in company with at least forty ma-
sony, some of whom. were soing to Rochester, by the way of Lake
Ontario, and others intended returning to Lewiston. A pertion
of this company s¥%pped at Giddins’ who kept a house of enter-
tainment. I saw several of them walking arm in arm in the vici-
nity of the magazine where Morgan was confined, hut as 1 was
an entire stranger to thewm, I did not speak to any of them; and
Col. Jewett and myself 10t only agreed to keep aloof from thair
cousultations, but not even to go to the magazine to cee Morgan,
who was there confine: . Fo which resolution [ adbered, and |
never saw Morgap while there, nor in my life, and kuew not until
long afterwards. what was transacted by the frateenity. that night.
Morgan remained a prisoner at the fort, according to my best re-
culiection, five days and nishts. On Saturdey subsequent to the
installation, (zarside who was present at the consultation held
the lodge in C-nada, came to me at the fort, and asked me if
Morgan wag stul in the magazine. I told him I presumed he
was, but had not seen him. He then stated that Morgan deserved
to die for revealing the secrets of masonry; that he would rejoice
to have an opportunity to put hum to death, and it herealter he
should be punished for the deed, he would willingly ascend the
scaffold and glory to die as a martyr in the cause of masonry, lHe
asked me if T would go and introduce him to Col. King, that he
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might obtain his cunsent to put Morgan to death in the magaziné:
But I refused to go. On the morning after Morgan was taken
away from the magazine, Col. Jewett and myselt were walking in
the yard of the fort and were met by Elisha Adams, who by the
direction of Col. King, had becn entrusted with the custody of
Morgan most of the time during his incarceration in the magazine.
He told us, with no small degree of agitation, that they had taken
Morgan away, for he was not then in the magazine, We went
with him tn the door, he put his face to it, and cried Morgan,
Morgan, Mergan, three times, but no one answered from within;
he unlocked the door and we entered. Indubitable evidence was
then presented to me, that some one had been there confined tor
several days. On the north side of the room was a quantity of
straw on which some one had lain; a pitcher and decanter were
also therr, found, # plank broken, asilk flag handkerchief; a large
catridge box for cannon, which Morgan had used for the calls of
nature, which Col. King (whe a short time after arrive{l&) and
Jewett, carried out; the lgnrmer remarking, that he guessed Morgan
was never so honored before, as to be waited on in this manner by
two Colonel’s. |
Col. King, as I have just remarked, soon joined us at the maga-
zine. He spoke of Morgan’s having been there but said nothing
about his fate. I was requested to destroy the sitk handkerchief,
which I did by throwing it down a deep vault; and every vestige
which Morgan left, was obliterated as much as possible, and the
room set in order. 1 was not then satisfied, as to what had been
the fate of Morgan, or to what place he had been removed; for it
did not occur to e, that men of such intelligence, noble quali-
ties of mind, and apparently amiable disposition, as those gentle-
men possessed to wham I had been introduced, could be guiity of
murder. However, I supposed that the masons in Canada had
finally concludes! to lend their assistance, and had taken him to
Quebec or Montrerl], for 1 understood from Jewett that a man in
Canada, who was a half Indian, and a mason, had agreed to take
charge of lim on his journey. Every circumstance connected
with that conspiracy ‘against Morgan, which either occurred within
my own observation, o was communicated to me masonically by
any of the fraternity, ¥ was bound by my obligations to keep in-
violate 1n my bosom, and had nc more liberty to disclose them than
to veveal the secrets of masonry. The abduction of Morgan and
the suppression of kis book, were masonic measures, undertaken by
masons {or the benefiv of {reemasonry, and so long as I considered
my obligation binding, I was campelled to keep both what I wit-
nessed, und what was entrusted te me by masons, inviclably se-
cret.  When the masonsa saw during the subsequent winter, that
ettorts would be made to hring them to punishment, for their par-
ticipation iu tlas conspiracy. they heid frequent meetings, and en-
couraged each other 1o hald out to the last, and not reveal any of
the s~crets of that wicked transaction. Some were appsehensive
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that Giddins would betray them, and they proposed to raise
money for him to leave the country.

I was requested to go to Lewiston, and state to some of the
fraternity there the danger to be apprehended from ihe disclosure
of Giddias; and to urge the necessity of procuring money for his
departure—which I did. A masonic messenger was immediately
sent from Lewiston to the Kalls of Nisgara, who despatched an-
other, as I understood, to Lockport, to ascertain what sum could
be raised in that chapter. I subsequently learned that they had
already expended their funds for purposes connected witﬁ the
Morgan affuir.  Failing in their design of getting rid of him in
this way, they next resorted to entreaty, aud urged him to do
nothing that would injure his friends, or involve them in ruin;
and reminded him that by making a disclosure he would violate his
masonic obligations, and destroy his friends; and in case he should
| disclose to the public what he knew of the Morgan conspiracy.,
- he was threatened with death. Some of the masons with whom I
- was at that time familiar, and who were acquainted with many
facts relative to the Morgan uffair, came to the conclusion, that
if called on to testify, they would swear that they knew nothing
about it ‘They alleged as an excuse, that their nasonic obliga-
tions wouid justify them in so doing, that if they should in the
present state of things take a judicial oath in a court of justice, it
would be received on compulsion, and therefgre less criminal to
break it than a masonic oath, which they had taken prior and
voluntary; that their brethren who engaged in that affair, did so
for the benefit of masonry, and were puilty of no moral offence,
for their intentiois were not criminal, and therefore, since their
situation was so unfortunate that they inust be compelled to com-
mit perjury on the one hand or the other, they had belier swear
that they knew nothing about the affair, and thus save their friends
from ruin. [, however, did not wish o remain and expose myself
tv the danger of being called as a witness, and some of the frater-
nity urging me to go, feariny as I understoand, lest T should be-
tray them en an examination, I left New York sometime before
the session of the court, soener than I had designed leavirg, and
went to reside in Monroe, Michigan Territory. In guing to Mi-
chigan to avoil being a witness agaiust iny brother masons, 1 be
lieved I was deing right, and L knew that 1 discharged my duty
48 a good wason. I went to Michigan in company with a Mr.
Utlman, a Knight Templar, a gentleman of mtelhgence and unim-
peachable character, who communicated to me and another Royal
Arch Mason present, as a masonic secret, in the village of Fredo-
nia, N. Y. that Morgan was put to death by freemasons. "Uhis
was the only certain information I had received ol his fate, on
which I could with any certainty, rely. And the many opportu-
nities which this gentieman had possessed of obtaining correct in-
formation of the fate of Morgan, induced me to yicld imploit
faith and credit to his statement. Indeed, a shart time, five or
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six weeks, after the disappearance of Morgany I overheard Jeweit
and Bruce converse together upon the subject at the fort; one
of them remarked that if Morgan was thrown inte the river, it is
probable he was consumed, or the fish had eaten him up before
that time; the other observed that Giddins walked the beach of
the lake every morning, to see if any dead body had washed
ashore. This Knight Templar stated, that eight nrasons held a
consultation upon the disposal of Morgan, while he was confined
in the magazine, and agreed to draw lots, to ascertain which three
of them should put him to Jdeath. They put eight tickets into a
hat, on three of them were marks, the other ive were blanks; and-
it was agreed that each one shouhl draw, immediately leave the
spot, and nc examine their tickets until they were out of sight of
each other. The five wiio drew the blank tickets, were to return
home different ways, that they might not know who drew the
marks, so that they might not be witnesses against them. The
three on whom the fot fell to put Morgan to death, were to repair
to the fert at a certein hour and execute their purpose, which
was done by attaching heavy weight to him and throwing him in-
to the river some distance above the fort.

According to the best ol my knowledge, not one concerned in
the Morgan conspirucy, whether convicted in a court of justice or -
not, has ever been expelled from, or censured by any masonie
body for thatoffence.

On the trial of Elisha Adams, one of the Morgan eonspira-
tors, which trial [ attended as a witness, from Dayton, Ohiov, i
February, 1831, a inason by the name of Wilson, was sworn on
the jury, and the cause was submitted to them under a ¢harge
from the court, (composed of Judge Nelson,) in which his epinion
of the guilt of the prisoner was clearly expressed, and no one whao
heard the testimony, expressed the least doubt as to its sufficicucy
or clearness. The jury retired, and as soon as they had an oppor-
tunity to confer with each other, the eleven, who were not muasons,
agreed upon a verdict of guilty, (as they declared) but Wilson,
the mason, held out for two nights, one entire day, and part.ol
two others, refusing to coneur with the eleven. in the verdict of
cuilty. At last, the jury were called before the court, and thy
judge asked them il he could afford them any ard i agreeing upor
a verdict; one of the jurors observed, that ane of their number way
determined to hold outyand there was no prespect that they should
ever agree. Upon which Judge Nelson said,—¢ Let that juroer
stand up.” lHe aresc, aud he was Wilson, the only mason i
the jury. The judge asked him if he “hought he could agree with
the rest. Wilson at first replied, that the court bad admitted
testimony which it ought not. Upen the judge’s remarking, tbat
with that the jury haﬁ nothing teo do, Wilson then said, he could
not believe a part of the testimony.

In connexion with this subject, I will state a masonic cemmu-
nication wade to me before I renounced, by Dr. Colton, late of"
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| Monroe, Michigan, a gentlemen of intelligence, integrity, and high
| standing, who held, both it New York and in Michigan, the office
of judge. He stated to me, as a mason, that while he resided in
the state of New York, a mason came to him and asked him if he
{ wished to make his fortune. He replied that he had no objectious.
The mason thea sald,—“I am engaged in muking counterfeit
money; unite with me in the busincss, and we can becoine rich.”
j The mason to whom this suggestion was made, like an honest
man, repelled it with ablorrence. The counterfeiter then told
1 him to keep the proposition ag a masonic secret.  And iny inform-
| ant teld me he had done so, for he considered his obligation
{required 1t of him. And though the spurious tiotes which the
| counterfeiter had issued, were in circulation, and he knew from
§ whence they proceeded, yet he dare not inform the officer of it,
g on account of his injunction of secresy; and at the saine time the
civil authonity were desirous to arrest the counterfeitor.

While I continued a loidge-going member, and for some time after,
| | felt myself restrained and prohibited by the oaths or ebligation,
| I had taken, from revealing the secrets of masonry and the Mor-
igan consprracy. In the Entered Apprentices’ oath, I had sworn
aiways to conceal and never reveal any of the secrets of Masonry,

binding myselt under no less penalty than to have iny throat cut
across from ear to ear, my tongue torn out by the roots, and my
bady buried in the rough sands of the sea, a cable-tow’s length
from shore, at low water mark, where the tide ebbs and flows
twice in twenty-four hours. As a fellow craft, to have my breast
torn open and my heart and vitals taken from thence; and as a
Master Mason, to have my body severed in two in the midst, my
bowels burnt to ashes, and tlie ashes scattered to the four winds of
heaven, if 1 should wilfully violate or transgress any part of the
10ath of a Fellow Cralt, or Master Mason. ‘These oaths or eliga-
tions were cousidered by me, when I took them, avd for some
| ime after, as binding upon my conscience; for I was su taught to
consider them by intelligent masons who rehearsed to me the lec-
tures, or imparted to me instruction upon the subject. And I
was instructed particularly npon their solemnity and binding {orce,
a short time atter my initiation by Mr. Elliot, a Baptist clergy-
man of New Ipswich, N. H. a high mason, and # man in whom [
reposed great confidence; and 1 never heard a word said about
explaining away the literul import of the penalties, until a long
time after I ceased attending lodges. The erronecus ideas I had
imbibed of the great antiquity of masonry, also exerted an influ-
ence, in involving me in the Morgaa conspiracy, and for seme
time deterred me from renouncing the institution.

1 have no personul kiowledge of the fate of Morgan. I know
ot who were his murderers, or who were present at his murder.
[ never saw Morgan in my life, and was mever present at any
consultation held respecting his disposal, except the one beld in
Canada, which I have alrcady explained, and which was held at
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least thirty hours before the arrival of Morgan at the fort; and
the object of which consultation was, as I understoed, to adopt
plans of transporting him to Quebee or Montreal.

Question. Stale any thing you know relative to masonry being

political, or entitling a brother masen to a preference in opposi-
tion to & person not a masen?

Answer. I cannot say that the oaths administered to me con.
tained any obligation to premoie the politicai advancement of 2
brother. While 1 was a mason in New England, there was not to
my knowledge, any question of genera! politics before the public.
gbout which masons could interest themselves, either in or out of
the lodge, and when I wasin New York, the Morgan affair engrossed
the attention of masons too much to allow them to attend
polttics. I have had no opportunity therefore, to judge by

sonal observation while a mason, whether masonry intermeddle
with politics or not.

Question. State any thing you bave heard said by masons vel
tive to the masonic obligations being superior te their-civil obli
tion§, and by whom said? AL

Answer. It was understood and believed by masony €éhicern
in the Morgan conspiracy, that masonry was of greafémhti il__iq,
and had an existence even prior {o our civil iustilutionlg?g;_:thq
the masonic obligations in themselves were equally a¥ Mindip
upon asons, as the civil, and that if the masonic and civil obli
gations came in counflict, they might render obedience to, the
ormer, without incarring the guilt of a wilful trausgression of the
latter; for it would be soinething like committing sin on compul-
sion, the evil motive would be wanting, And in the case of the
masonic witnesses to whom 1 have already alluded, when by testi-
{ying they must reveal what masonry required them to kee
secret, it was thought by some that they might be justified in
refusing to testify, on the ground that the masonic oath was equally
binding as the civil, and besides had the advartage of bein
adwimstered prior to the latter, and was also received voluntarily
whereas, the civil oath would be received on compulsien, in orde:
to avoid imprisenment for contempt of court. And I distinctly
remember, that the prosecuting attorney of Niagara county,
Royal Arch Mason, by the name of Calvin, (i{ I miztake not,) wh
was also implicated in the Morgan conspiracy, consulted with th
masons who were also implicated in that conspiracy, (and expected
to be subpocnaed as witnesseg against their brethren.) vpon what
would be the probable consequence of their refusal to testify, |
was informed by some of them that they had condersed with the
prosecutor, that he had rhowed them the ifaw, or toid themn wha
it was, in relation to imprisonment for contempt of court. And
it was understood that he was as anxious to have his brethren

get clear as any attorney conld be in the acquittal of his clients,
and clearly evinced this anxiety to them. And when the figst
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Lewiston committee visited that town, for the purpose of ferret-
ting out the conspiracy, the Ro}yal Arch Chapter, which was that
evening in session, hearing ol their arrival, adjourned to meet
them, and the prosecuting attorney made a most abusive aud

insulting speech to the committee, accusing them of intermeddling
with what did not concern them.

Col. Wm. King, the Grand lligh Priest of the Royal Arch
Chapter at Lewiston, being 2 man of much intelligence, and
very considerable influence, out of the lodge as well as in,
having been a member of the legisiature the preceding winter,
and being on terms of intimacy witn Governor Clinton, under
whom he held an appeintment, having devoted much time to the
study of masonry, in which he was uncomnmorly bright, his dicta-
tivns or assertions on the subject of mascary, generally carried
with them much weight with the fraternity. He asserted that
Governor Clinton would be bound, as a mason, to pardon, or
bound to.pardon those who night be convicted of a participation in

v the Morgan conspiracy; and he stated the Grand Lodge had a

I-F " ]
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m try and punish its mmembers for a violation of its laws, and
-k ifimk

stated it as being the opinion of somme man of note, 1n which

-iv econcurred. He also asserted that the masonic institution had
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existence prior to that of our civil institutions and laws. He left
s country a few weeks after the affair took place, and I had not an

?'_ﬁipportunity of hearing him express his sentiments sv fully as some

others. In my presence he invoked some imprecations upon the
head of Miller, for publishing Morgan’s book; and told ime if it
had been in his power, he would have been glad tu have put pow-
der under his office, and blown it up, 1n order to have prevented
the publication of the book.

Question. State some of the most important and essential
clauses in the Master’s obligation.

Answer. I furthermoure promise and swear that } will put all
the secrets of a brother Master Mason, entrusted to me as such,
murder and treason only excepted, and those at my own option.

¢ I furthermore promise and swear that when [ see the grand hail-
ing signof distress, made by a Master Mason in distress, and knowing
him to be in such, or hear the words accompanying it, I will fly to
the relief of hiin wlio makes it, unless I run a greater risk of losing
my own life than in saving his.

¢ I furthermore promise and swear that 1 will apprize a brother
Muster Mason of all approaching danger.

« That L will obey alr signs and summons given, handed, sent or
thrown by a brother Master Mason, or by a8 regular constituted
lodge of such.

¢ That I will go on. a brother Master Maron’s errand, barefooted
and bareheaded, within the length of my cable-tow.”

And never did I hear, while a lodge-going mason, nor for some
#me after, any thing said about explaining away the literal impors
of these obligations, and that they were pot binding as. understood
ip their literal meaning. ’
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Explain some of the ceremonies of initiation into the Master's
degree, particularly that part which represents the pretended
murder of Hyram Abyff by the three rufiians; his burial, &e.

The candidate being blindfolded, and representing llyram
Abyff, is led around the lodge, and brought to the first and -
second ruffians, who demand of him the word of a Master Mason,
and who suffer him to pass on to the third, who in a mock manner,
knocks him down and kills him. "The murdered Hyram is then
buried in some corner of the lodge, and semething representing a
sprig of cassai is planted at his head. In some lodges, the dead
candidate is placed in a real coffin, and let down through a trap-
door into a masonic grave, six feet deep and eight feet due east
and west, &c. But in no place except where masonry is arrived
to perfection, are these more refined ceremonies obsesved. 1 have
been informed that they are used in lodges in France, and a cir-
cumstance occurred while descending the Ohio river, in 1831, on
returning from the Lockport trials, which confirmed me in the
belief of that custom. 1 found myself in company with Luke
Lawless, of Missouri, who was returning from testif ying before
the United States Senate, on the trial of Judge Peck, and ancther
mason. A hcated controversy arose between us on the subjéet
of masonry, and Lawless declared that sooner than disclose the
secrets of asonry, if called on before a court of justice, he
would suffer L.imself to be torn into inch pieces. While this dia.
cussion was going on between myself and the second mason, a
Frenchman, who I think was engaged in the mercantile business
‘at Wheeling, remarked to me that he had taken a deep interest
in what he had leard that day; that our conversation had satisfac-
torily explained to his mind, a circumstance which occurred some
years ago in France, which before was inexplicable. He stated
that his father was a Past Master in one of the towns in the south
of France. dhat a reginent of soldiers wae stationed there; that
a temporary lodge was sometimes erected, 1n which the officers
could be initiateﬁ; that on one vccasion & young lad, prompted by
curiosity, laid himself down upon the ground, so that e eould
look under the canvass or plank, and witnecs the operations
within. He reported next day what he had seen, and among
other things, a grave dug in the earth, and I think a coffin. This
relation of the lad excited considerable talk in the neighbourhood,
and in & short time the young mam was missing, and had never
been heard of since, or had not when he left France, whick was
several years after this aflair took place. Col. P. P Reery, a
magistrate of Monac, Michigan, a gentieman formerly high sy#ank
in the French army, and who distinguigshed himself &y thié/ early
scenes of the French revolution, as a fricnd of libertys who
subsequently fled to this country, to avoid the guillot¥ney oeca-
sionally conversed with me during my residence there dpon the
subject of masonry 1z Fiance. He stated that a ceremony ob-
- {ained o the French lodges unknown in this country. That sfter
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a candidate had been made to pass through, (I think) the Maste’s
degree, he was made to stand barefooted upon a table, and a board
with nails driven through, the sharp points upwards, like a flax
hetcholl, was presented te him; he was requested to examige ir,
that he might know what it was. It was then placed upen the
floor, and he was told that he must then jump from the table upon
1t, with his naked feet. Upon his remonstrating, they assured him
that he must make the ieap; that every mason was compelled tu
do it. and that he must have 80 much faith and confidence in his
brethren, that when they told him it would not injure him, that
ne must believe them implicitly. At last he would jump from the
table, and instead of descending vpon the iron nails, he would find
them strips of lesther exactly resembiing the nails, and which
secretly put in the place of the iron, woulf ield to the touch, and
do po harm. [ understood the object of this ceremony to be, to
inspire the brethren with great confidence in each other.

JAMES A. SHEDD.

Sworn and subscribed, this 25d day of December, 1835, in
the presence of the committee.

THADDEUS STEVENS, Chairman.
Y Y o=

MONDAY, Januvary 11, 1836.

Josern M’CLELLAND, bDeing sworn, doth depese as fellows i
answer to the abeve interrogatories :

In answer to the first interrogatory he says—

1 have been initiated into the secrets of Freemasonry. 1t was
ahout eighteen yvears ago, in the county of Down, in lrelaad,
Lodge No. 269. I have been advanced as far as the Knight Temp-
lar’s degree.

2d Interrogatory. lmmediately betore the degree was admin-
istered, I took an obligation in the form of an oath. I took the
oath with my hand on the bible, but did not kiss the book.

Sd faterrogatory. I cannot repeat the oath.

(The.oath of an Entered Apprentice was then read to witness
rom’ Aflyn’s Ritual, in the following words:—)

¢¢] —wa——, of my own free will and accord, in the presence of
Almighty God, and this worshipful Lodge of Frec and Accepted

p:
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Masons, crected to Gud, aad dedwated to the holy St. Jolns, do.
hereby and hereon most 8oiemnly and sincerely promise and swear.
that 1 will always hail. ever conceal, and never reveal any part or
parts, art or arts. point or points of the secret, arts and mysteries.
of ancient Freemasonry, which I have received, am about to re-
ceive, or may hereatter be instructed in, to any person or persons
in the known world, except 1t be a true and lawful brother mason,
ov with the body of a just and lawfully constituted lodge of such;
and not unto him or unte them whom 1 shdll hear so to be. but
unto him and them onlv whom [ shall find so to be, after strict
trial and due examnation, or lawful information.

Furthermore do I promise an:l swear, that I will not write, print,
stamp, stain. hew, cut. carve, indent. paint or engrave it on any
thing, movable or immovable, under the whole canopy of heaven,
whereby or whereon the least letter, figure, character, mark, stain,
shadow or resemblance of the same may hecome legible or intelli.
sible to mysell or anv other person in the known world, whereby
the scerets of masonry mayv unlawfully be obtained through my.
unworthivess. ‘Fo all which 1 do most solemnly and sincerely
promise and swear, without the least equivocafion, mental reser-
vation or self evasion of mind in me, whatever: binding myself
under no less penalty than to bave my throat cut across from ear
to ear. my tongue torn out hy the roots. and my body buried in the
rough sands of the sea. a cable-tow’s lenath from the shore. at low
water mark. where the tide ebbs and flows twice in twenty-four
hours: so help me God. and Keep me steadfast in the due perferm-
ance of the same.”’

Question by Mr. Stevens.—Was that the oath as administered .
to your

Answe-.—In substance 1t 1> the same. though there may be a
Aichit variation in the wotd-.

The Fellow Craft’s oath was then read to him from the same
hook, in the following words:—

‘4] , of my own free wiil and accord, 10 the presence of
Atmighty God and this worshipful Lodge of Fellow Craft Masons,
erected to God, and dedicated to the holy St. Johns, do hereby.
and hereon, most solemnly and sincerely promise and swear, m.
addition to my former obligation, that I will not give the secrets of
this degree to any of an inferior degree,. nor to any being in the
known world, except it be a true and lawful brother Fellow Craft
Mason, or within the body of a just and lawfullv cunstituted I,que"*
of such, and not unto him or them whom I shall hear so to Be, but
unto hisn and them only wiiom I shall find 50 to be, after strict
trial, due examination or lawful information.

I furthermore promise and swear, that I will not wrong this
Lodge, nor o brother of this degree, to the value of two cents, my-
selfy nor suffer it ¢o be done by othere 1f :n mv power td prevent 1t
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I furtherimore promise and swear, that I will support the consu
tution of the Grand Lodge of this state, under which this Lodge i+
held, and conform to ali the by-laws, rules and regulations of this
or any other lodge of which 1 may hereafter become a member.

I furthermore promise and swear, that 1 will obev all regular
signs and summaons handed, sent er-thrown to e by a Pellow Craft
Mason, or from tie body ot a just and lawfully constituted todge
of such, if within the length of mv cable-tow.

I furthermore promise and swear, that [ will be aiding and as-
sisting all poor and indigent Fellow Craft Masons, their widows
and orphans, wheresoever dispersed around the globe, they appiy-
ing to me a< such, and I findiux them worthy, so far as 1 can do
it, without injuring myself or family. Lo all which T do most
solemnly and sincerely promise and swear, without any hesitation,
mental rescrvation, or self evasion of mind in me whatever; bind-
ing myself under no less penalty than te have my left breast torn

pen. my heart and vitals taken from thence, thrown over my left
soulder and carried to the valley of Jehosaphat, there to become
prev to the wild heasts of the fi-ld and valtures of the air, should
wilfully violate or transgess any part of this myv ~viemn oath on
ligation of a Fellow Craft Mason, so help me God, and Keep e
eadfast in the due performance of the same.”

Question by Mr. Stevens.—Was that the oath as administered
0 you ?

Ans. Substantially—except in the place of the words « Grand
Lodge of this state.” 1 received it the ¢ Grand Lodge of Ireland.”’
And the words ¢ two cents’’ were not 1n, though I swore not tn.
wrong a brother, &c. With these alterations, the oatlr vcad is as

I' recetved 1it.

‘The Master Mason’s oath was then read to tim from the sanie.
book, in the following words:—

“f; ————, of my own free will and sccord, 1n the presence-of
Almighty God, and this worshipful Lodge of Master Masons,
erected to God, and dedicated to the holy St. Johns, do hereby
and hercon, most solemnly and- sincerely promise and swear, in
addition to my former oblizations, that I will not give the secrets
of a Master Mason to any one of an 1nferior degree, nor to any
being in the known would, except 1t be to a true and lawful-
brother Master Mason, or with the body-of.a just and lawfully
constituted lodge of such; and not unto himn or them whom 1 shall-
hear so to be, but unto him and them only whom I shall find se to.
be, after strict trial, due examination, or lawful informaticn

received.

Furthermore do I promise and swear, that I will not speak the
Master Masen’s word, which I ghatl-hereafter-receiveyin any other
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manner, except in that in which 1 shall receive 1t, which will be
on the five points of fellowship, and at low breath.

Furthermore do I promme and swear, that I will not give the
erand hailing sign of distress ot this degree except I am in real
distress, or for the benefit of the craft, when at work; and should
1 see that sign given, or hear the words accompanying it, I will
fly to the veliet of the person so giving it, should there be a
ereater probability of saving his life than losing my own.

Furthermore do I promise and swear, that I will not wrong
thmis lodge, nor a brother of this degree, to the value of one cent,
knowingtl’y, myself, nor suffer it to be done by otners, if in my
power to prevent it.

Furthermore do I promise and swear, that I will not be at the
inittating, (i)assing, or raising a candidate at oue communication.
without a dispensation from the Grand Lodge, for that purpoese.

Furthermore do I promise and swear, that 1 will not be at the
initiating, passing, or raising a candidate in a clandestine lodge,
nor converse upon the secrets of Freemasonry with a clandestine
made mason, or one that has been expelled or suspended, while
he 18 under that sentence.

Furthermore do I promise and swear, that 1 will not be at the
initiating, passing, or raising of an old man in dotage, a young
man in non-age, an atheist, irreligious libertine, madman, herma-
phrodite, woman, or a fool.

Furthermore do I promise and swear, that 1 will not speak evil
ol a brother mason, neither behind his back nor before s tace.
but will apprize him of all approaching danger.

Furthermore do I promise and swear, that [ wiil not violate
the chastity of a Master Mason’s wife, mother, sister, or daughter,
nor suffer it to be done by others, if in my power to prevenr it, 1
knowing them to be such.

Furthermore do I promise and swear, that I will support the
constitution of the Grand Lodge of this state, under which this
lodge 18 held, and conform to all the by.laws, rules and regula-

tions of this, or any other lodge of which I may hereatter become
2 nmiember.

Furthermore do I promise and swear, that I will vdey 2il due
s1gns and summons, handed, sent, or thrown to me {from a brother
Master Mason, or from the body of a just and lawfully cen-

stituted lodge of Master Masons, if within the length of my
rable-tow.

Furthermore do I promise and swear, that a Master Mason’s
verrels, given to me in charge as such, shall remain as secure and
wviolable I my breast, as in his before communicated, murder
end treason only excepted: and they left to iny own elaction.
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Furthermore do I promise and swear, that I will go on a Mas-
ter Mason’s errand, even barefoot and bareheaded, to save his
life or relieve his necessities.

Furthermore do I promise and swear, that I will remember a
brother Master Mason, when on my knees at my devotions.

Furthermore do [ promise and swear, that I will be aiding and
assisting all poor and indigent Muster Masons, their widows and
orphans, wheresoever dispersed areund the globe, they making
application to me as such, and I finding them worthy, as far as in
my power, without injury to myself or family.

Furthermore do I promise and swear, that if any part of this
obligation be omitled at this tsme, I will hold myself answerable
thereto whenever informed; to all which I do most solemnly and
siccerely promise and swear, with a fixed and steady purpose of
mind in me to keep and perform the same, binding mnyself under
no less penally, than to have my body severed in two in the centre:
and divided to the north and south, my bowels burnt to ashes in
the midst, and scattered by the four winds of heaven, that there
might not the least remembrance remain among men or inasons, of
30 vile and perjured a wretch as I should be, should I ever be
cullty of violating any part of this my solemn oath or obligation
of a Master Mason. So help me God, and keep me stedfast in
the due performance of the same.”

Question by Mr. Stevens.—Was that the oath of a Maste:
Mason, as administered to you ?

Ans. Substantially 1t was—though there was nothing as admin-
istered to me, about wronging a brother of «one cent,”’—it was
not to wrong him in any way; and where the words are to support
the constitution of the « Girand Lodge of this state,’ as adminis-
tered to me, it was the « Grand' Lodge of "freland.”

The oath of the Royal Arch degree wus then read to lnim in the
following words:—

'], , of my ewn free will and accord, in presence of
Almighty God, and this chapter of Royal Arch Masons, erected
to God and dedicated to Zerubbabel, do hereby and hereon most
solemnly and sincerely promise and swear, in addition to my
former obligations, that T wiil not reveal the secrets of this degree
to any of an inferior degree, or to any being iu the known world,
except it be to a true and lawful companion Royal Arch Mason,
or within the body of a just and legally constituted chapter o!
suchs and never unto hum ov-them whom 1 shall hear so to be,
but unto him or them I shall find so to be, after a strict tiial and
due examination, or lawful information given.

I furthermore promise and swear, that 1 will not wrong this
chapter of Royal Arch masong, or & companiow of this degree, out of
the value of any thing myself, or sulfer it to be done by others, if
i my power to prevent it.
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I furthermore promise and swear, that { will not reveal the kcy
19 the inethible characters of this degree, nor retain it in my pos-
session, but will destrov it whenever it comes to my sight.

I furthermore promise and swear, that 1 wili not speak the grand
smtiipotent Royal Arch word which 1 shall hereafter receive, mn
any manner, except.in that in which I shall receive it, which will
be in the presence of three companion Royal Arch masons, myseit
making one of the number, and there by three times three, under
a living avch, and at low breath,

L furthermore promise and swear, that I will not be at the exal-
tation of candidates in a clandestine chapter, nor converse upon
the secrets of this degree with a clandestine made mason, nor with
one who has been expelled or suspended, while under that sen-
tence.

I furtherthermore promise and swear, that I will net assist, or
he present at the exaltation of a candidate to this degree, whe has
not received the degrees of Eniered Apprentice, Fellow Cralt,
Master Mason, Mark Master, Past Master, and Most Excellent
Master.

I furthermore promise and swear, that I will not be at the exalt-
ztion of more or less than three candidates, at one and the same
time.

[ furthermore promise and swear, that I will not be at the torm-
ng or opening of a chapter of Royal Arch Masons, unless there be
present nine regular Royal Arch Masons, myself making one of
that nimb_r.

[ further. --e promise and swear, that I will not speak evil of
a companion Royal Arch Mason behind his back, nor before his
tace, but will apprise him of «ll approaching danger, if th my
nower.

[ turthermore promise and swear, that 1 will support the con-
<titution of the General Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the United
States of America, together with that of the Grand Chapter of this
sState, under which tins chapter 1s holden, that I will stand to, and
abide by all the by-laws, rules and regulations of this chapter, or ¢f
any other chapter of which I may hereafter become a mewmber.

I turthermore promise and swear, that I wiil answer and obey
all due signs and summonses handed, seot or thrown to me from a
chapter of Royal Arch Masons, or from a companion Royal Arch
Mason, it written in the length of my cable tow.

[ furthermore promise and swvear, that 1 will not strike a com-
pauion Royal Avch Mason, so as to draw his blood, in aneer.

[ turthermore promise and swear, that I will employ a comn-
pamion Royval Arch Mason, in preference to any other person of
equal qualtifications.

[ furthermore promise and swear, that I will assist a companion
Royal Arch Mason, when I see him engeged in any difficulty, and



will eSpoUse Bis Cause so ar as 1o extrrecate nim from the same,
L hether he be right or wrong !

! furlhermmepromlst and sw car, that ] wull keep all the secrets
of a2 companion Roval Arch Mason, (when communicated to me o«
such, or | knowing them o be such. | reuthout erception.

[ furthernore promise and swear, that T will e arding and
assisting all poor and indigent companion Rovai Acch masons,
their widows and orphans, wheresvever dispersed avound the globe:
tw]y making .1pplu,atlun to me as such, and I ulm*rth“m worthy.
and can da it without auy matenal injurv to rm'-:.ell ¢ family.
To all whick, 1 do most solemnlv and sincerely prowmise .md SWear,
with a firm and steadfast resolation, to keep and pertorm the same
without any ululv()(,atmtl, mental H‘SEHAUUH, or sell evasion ot
mind in me whatever; binding wyself under no less penalty, than
to have my skull smote off, aml my Hrains exposed to the scorch-
InE rays of the meridian sun. should | knowingly or wilfully
vm]nh‘ or transgress any p'lrt of this mv solemn imth OF “bll"’dtlml
ot a Rm 4 Arch mason,  No help e God and keep me steadfast

tin the due performance of the same.™

Questions by Mr. Stevens.—Was that the oatn of a Royal Aren
Mason as admimstered to yous:

Ane. It was subatmtmllv, except wirere the words v Unmted
States of America,” and ¢ this state™ come in, it was @ hf land*™’
as | recerved 1t |

(2. With these exceptions was it the gathe
[t was.

Mr. Stevens then held up the book to hiwy +- Allyn's Ritual,”
where the scull and cross lmnea are mpw-mted and asked tlu:
witness if he had ever seen them in the lodues

"sl I “Ll“ £

The Knieltt lempl'u s Oath was then read to b from the same
book in the lulluwlnw words :—

] , of myown free will and accord, 1 the presence of
Almichty Gody and this encampment of Kkmyght Templars, do
htm,b? and hercon most solemnly promise and swear, that I will
always hatl, for ever conceal and never reveal any of the secrer
Arts, pwh or puints appertaining to the mysteries of this order of
Knight Templarz, unless it be to a true and lawful companion Sir
Knight, or within the body of a just and lawful encampment of
such andd pot unto him or them until by due trial, strict examina-
tion or lawful information, Ifind him or them lawfu! ly entitled to
receive the same.

Furthermore do 1 promise and swear, that 1 will answer and
obey all due signs and regular summons which shall be given or
sent to me from a regular encampment of Knights I‘empiars 1f
within the distance UFforty miles, natural infirmities and unavoid-
able aczrdents only excusing me.
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Furthermore do. I promise and swear, that t will help, aid ané
assist with my counsel, my purse and my sword, all poor and in-
digent Knights Templars, their widows and orphans, they makin§
application to me. as such, and I finding them worthy, so far as
can do, without material injury to myself, and so far as truth, honot
and justice may warrant.

Furthermore do I promise -and swear, that I will not assist, or
be present at the forming and opening of an encampment of
Knights Templars, unless there be present seven Knights of the.
order, or the representatives of their (riﬂ'erent encampments, acting
under the sanction of a legal warrant.

Furthermore do I promise and swear, that I will wield my sword
i1 the defence of innocent maidens, destitute widows, helpless or-
phans and the carisiian religion ! !

Furthermore do ¥ promise and swear, that X will support and
maintain the by-laws of the encampment of which I may hereafter
become a member, the edicts and regulations of the Grand En-.
campment of the United States of America, so far as the same
shall come fo my knowledge; to all this I most solemnly and sin-
cerely promise and swear, with a firm and steady resolution to
perform and keep the same, without any hesitation, equivocation,
mental reservation or self evasion of mind in me whatever; bind-
ing myself under no less penalty than to have my head struck off
and placed on the highest spire in christendom, should I knowing-
ly or wilfully violate any part of this my solemn obligation of a
Knight Templar. So help me God, and keep me steadfast to per-
form and keep the same.”’

Question by Mr. Stevens. Was that the oath of a Knight Tem-
plar as administered to your

Ans. The same, except where the words ¢ United. States of
America” are inserted.

By the same. Is there in this degree a representation of our
Saviour’s resurrection and ascension from the tomnb:

Ans., Not that I recollect of.

By the same. Have they, in that degree, a triangle with twelve.
candles placed upon it ?
Ans. They have: they are to represent the twelve aposties.

By the same. In tiie progress of the degree are any of those
candles extinguished, and are you informed that such shail be the

fate to ali traitors to masonry ¢

Ans, Yes. |

By the same. Do they, while at the foot of the triaugle, drink,
certain libations, five in number?

Ans. They do.
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By the same. What is the fifth libation taken out of; and what
i8 the drink P

Ans. It 18 wine, and taken from a human sculi.

By the same. When it was presented to you. did they say our
Saviour was not cxcepted from taking the same P -

Ans. They did.

By the same. When you drank the wine, did you repeat the
tollowing: ¢ This pure wine I take from this cup, in testimony of
my belief of the immortality of the body and the immortality ot
the soul; and as the sins of the whole world were latd upon the
head of our Saviour, 80 may the sins of the person whose skull this
ever was, be heaped upon my head, in addition to my own, and
may they appear In judgment against me, both here and hereafter,
- should I wviolate or transgress any obligation in masenry, in the

orders of knighthood, which I have heretofore taken, to be at this
time, or mayiareafter be instructed in, so help me God P’

Ans. 1 did—the same.

By the same. Did you go through these obligations voluntanly ?

~ Ans. Yes; though I made some objection to it myself, the next
informed me that it was the custom, and must be gone theeugh.

The 9th interrogatory was then put.
Ans. Masonry is essentially the same everywhere.

Question by Mr. Stevens. Were you ever in any lodge 1n
America when nformation was sent to that lodge masonica!l, from
any masonic authority, relative to the intended disclosures of .the
secrets of masopry by William Morgan; if so, state in what lodge
it was, whether it was before or after the abduction of Morgan,
how the information was communicated, whether by individual

members, or by lodge ?
Ans. In the summer of 1836, I was a visiting member of Lodge

No. 45, 1n Pittsburg, when one of the wardens, a Mr. Perry Jolin-
son, read a letter received from some lodge in the state of New
York, and informing them that a man by the name of Morgan was
about to publish, or disclose the secrets of masonry.

Quesiion by Mr. 8tevens. Is there in the Royal Arch, or in any .
other degree, a representation of the scripture scene of the burning
bush ?

Ans. There isin the Royal Arch degree.

Mr. 8. Describe the manner in which that was done in the
chapter where you was initiated.

Deponent. They had the representation of the bush buraing, i. e.
a candle placed in a bush.

Mr. 8. State whether any one is behind the bush, and whom he
ersonates.
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‘Deponent. The Master is behind the bush, and personates God
himself, as it is represented God spoke to Moses, in the bible.

Mr. S. Are these the words:—+¢*God called unto him out of the
midst of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses. And he said, Here
am I.  And he said, Draw not nigh hither; put off thy shoes from

oft thy feet; for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground.” —
KExodus, chap. 3.

Ans, Those are the words read.

Mr. 8. When that is said by the person behind the bush, are
the shoes taken off from the candidate ?

Ans. They are.

Questions by Mr. Spackman. Was the follewing clause in the
Master Mason’s oath administered to you:—¢Furthermore do I
promige and swear, that a Master Mason’s secrefs given to me in
charge as such, shall remain as secure and inviolable in my own
breast as In his before commmunicated, murder and treason only

excepted, and they left to own election.
Ans. It was.

Were the words ¢ murder and treason’’ only cxcepted, and they
left to your gwn electien ?

Ans. Yes; that was left optional. .

Was the following clause in the Reyal Arch oath: ¢¢1 further-
more promise and swear, that I will not speak evil of a companion
iloyal Arch Mason behitd his back nor before his face, hat will
apprise him of all approaching danger, if in my power,” adminis-
tered to you ?

Ans., It was,

Was the following: ¢¢I furthermore promise and sivear, that I
will assist 2 companion Royal Arch Mason, when I see him en-
vaged in any dithculty, and will espouse his cause »o far as to

extricate him from the samne, whether he be right or wrong,” ad-
ministered to vou ?

Ans, It was, with (he exception that it was Iéft opfional with me
as to espousing nis cause when wrong.

Was the following: «¢ I furthermore prumise and swear, that I
will keep «ll the secrels of a companion Royal Arch Mason, (when
communicated to me as such, and [ knowing them to be such)
without exceptions,” administered to you?

Auns. I do not recollect whether the words, * without excep-
tions®™ were in or net,
VWhat is the duty of a warden ?

Ans. He is an officer of the lodge, and assists in conducting its
sabours.
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Is it not customary for the Master to hand all communications
made to the lodge to the Secretary, to read ?

Ans. The junior or senior wardens generaliy do that.

Is your recollection distinct, that the communication referred teo
way from a lodge ?

Ans. It is; it was an official communication from a lodge, and
to the lodge.

What order was taken upon the subject 2

There was no order taken upun the subject. There was some
conversation or discussion about it, but I do not recollect or believe
any thing was dectded upon it that night.

Q. Have you been in a lodge since that time?
A. [ have not.

Q. What was the reason of your seceding?

A. I was dissatisfied with what I saw that night, and concluded
never to enter one agan.

Q. When g'ou was initiated, was it customarv for a charge to
be delivered

A. Yes, a lecture was delivered.

Q. What is the purport of those lectures?
A. They vary somewhat, according to the degree.

Mr. Spackman then read the following charge from Ahimon
Reson--page 191.

«+BroTHER: You are now admitted, by the fuli and due consent
of this lodge, a fellow of our ancient and honorable society;
ancienf, as havirg subsisted from time immemonial~~and fhonora-
ble, as tending in every particular to do honor to those who con-
forin to its noble precepts. The greatest monarchs, and most
exalted heroes aud patridts, of all ages and countries throughout
the known world, have Leen encouragers of the royal art; and
many of them have presided as Grand Masters of masons in their
respective territoriess not thinking it an( lessening ¢f their high-
est dignities, ts level themselves with their brethren in nasonry,
and to act upoa the same square as they did.

The world’s great architect 18 our Suprimne Master; and the
unerring rule he has given us, is that by which we work; religious
disputes are never suffered within the lodge; for, as masons, we
only purswe the universal religion, or the religion of nature. This
is the centre which auites the most different principles 1n one
sacred band, and brings together those who were the most distant
from one another, There are three general heads of duty which
inasons ought always to inculcate, viz: to God, our neighbour, and
ourselves: to God, in never mentioning his name but with that
-reverential awe which a creature ought to bear to his Creator; and
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to look upon him always as the summusm bonum, which we come
mto the world to enjoy, and according to that view, to regulate all
our pursuits;—to our neighbour, in acting upon the square, or
doing as we would be done by;—to curseives, in avoiding all in-
temperance and excesses, whereby we may be rendered incapable
of following our work, or led into behaviour unbecoming our taud-
able prolession, and always keeping within due bounds, and free
from all poliution. *

In the state, a mason is to behave as a peaceabie and dutiful
;!ubject, conforming cheerfully to the goveroment under which he
\ves.

He is to pay a due deference to his superiors, and from his in-
fertors he is rather to receive honor with some reluctance than to
extort it. He is to be a man of benevolence and charity, not sit-
ting down contented while his fellow creatures (but much more
hig brethren) are in want, when it is in his power (without preju-
dicing himseif or his family) to relieve them,

In the lodge he is to bzhave with all due decorum, lest the beau-
ty and harmony thereof should be disturbed or broken; he is to be
obedient to the master and the presiding officers, and to apply hin-
sell closeiy to the business of masonry, that he may the sooner
become a proficient therein, both for his ewn credit and for that of
the lodge.

He ig not to neglect his own necessary avocations for the sake of
masonry, nor ‘o involve himsell in ary quarrels with those who
through igoorance, may speak evil of or ridicule it.

He 13 to be a lover of the arts and sciences, and is te take all
opportunities to tmprove himself therein.

{ he recommends a friend to bz made & mason, he must vouch
him to be such as he really believes will conform to the aforesaid
duties, lest by his misconduct at any time, the lodge should pass
nnder evil imputations, .

Nothing can prove more shocking to all faithful masons, than (o
see any of their brethren profane the sacred rules ot their order, as
such as do, they wish had never been admitted.”

- Question by Mr. Spackman.—Was that the charge or lecture as
you received it?

Ans. 1t was pretty much, and it 1s the burthen of all the lectures
delivered. *

In answer to various questions proposed by Mr. Spackma., the
deponant further staled: That when he was in Ireland, he was a
regular attendant of the lodge, which met once a month; that he
had never heard any subject of politics or religion discussed in a
lodge; that -he had never known any combination formed in the
iodge to effect political or religious purposes—that he had never -
heaid such. combination proposed—nor had he ever heard any
mason calied upon in a lodge to explain his political course in any
way. Deponent further stated, that his experience of mgsoyry:
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was mostly formed in the old country, when the government was
hereditary, and there was no occasion for citizens to interfere in
politics.  Butin this country, he had not heard either religion or
politics discusse:! in any lodge, though he was not tamiliar with
the course of proceeding here, as he had only attended the lodges
as a visittag member.

Question by Mr. Spackman.—Is charity one of the objects of
MAsSONry ?

Answer. Yes, in the old country masons are very charitable.

There is a fund appropriated for the purposes of needy mem-
bers.

Q. Are the charities considerable in the oid country?

Aus: Yes sir, there is tnore need for them than in this coun-
try.

Ques : Are they confined entirely to the members -

Ans: Not almgether. I have known others than nemnbers re-
lieved, when there was money to spare, after all the necessitous
members had beep relieved.

Ques : Is it customary to have masonic festivals :

Ans : Itis customary to have two annvally, one in December,
and the other on the 24th ot June: Ou those days there is gener-
ally a parade and a supper,

Ques: Are the expenses of these festivals defrayed wut of the
fands of the lodge P

Ans : They are paid out of a fund for that purpose, and every
member 18 free to partake if he pleases.

TUESDAY, January 12th, 1836.

ArLexanper W. FosTeRr, Jr. was then called and sworn.
In answer to the ninth interrogatory he atates:—

That I have been an Oddfellow, but do not now consider myself
orne. I now hold an honourable discharge tfrom No. 3C. I jouned
in 1831, the Chosen Friends’ Lodge, Na. 30, in the city of Pitts-
burg.

10th Interrogatory, Ans. They are frequent, so far as 1 went;
more than one in a degree or grade—in two instances, I think; but
I cannot rectte them.
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Mr. Stevens then proposed reading the oath of the first degrec.-
from a book publithed in Pittsburg, 1833, entitled ¢« An Exposi-
tion of Odd};llowship, by a Past Grand,”—when the witness
satd,

T'hat book, lately published by Mr. Alexander Jaynes, I ex-
amnined before I came frem home, and 1 found it substantially and

remarkably correct so far as 1 went, which was to the Scarlet
degree.

The cath of the first degree, was then read from the book in the
following words:

64, ~=—ou, of my own free will and accord, and in the presence
of Almighty Cod, declare, and solemnly swear, that T will hail,
conceal, and never reveal to any person or persons, any of the
secrets or mysteries of Oddfeliowship that are now, or may be al
any other time, delivered unto me, except it may be unto a just
and lawful brother, or in a just and lawful lodge of brothers, he
cr they whom I shall find so to be, after due triaFnud examination.
I'also further swear, that I will not write it, print it, stamp it,
stain it, cut it, indent it, or indite it upon anything, moveable or
inmoveable, uader the high canopy of heaven, so that the least
character or letter be unlawfully obtained. All this 1 swear,
without any hesitation, mental reservation, or self-evasion of
mind in me whatever, under no less penzlty than having, first,
ny lower jasy severed from my face, my body divided into four

uarters, und burnt to ashes, and scattered to the four quarters of
the globe, go that not the least vestige of such a vile wretch may
remain. 8o help me God, and keep me stedfast in this my obli-
gation of the first degree, into which I am now entering.”

Questior.. Was that the oath as administered to your
Ans, It was.

The cath of the degree of the Covenant was then read in the
following words:

], , in the presence of Almighty God, and these my
covenanted brothers, do solemnly pledge myself to heip and sup-
rt my afflicted, or distressed, or persecuted brother; to warn
im of danger, whether it be from his own imprudence ur from
the evil designs of an enemy, or from some apparcntly accidental
cause: to point out his advantage and interest, and if it should
come wrthin my power and knowledge so to do, to protect his
property, to succour his wife and family, to defend his-character.
and to save his lite and limbs, if opportunity offers. I wili receive
thankfully from roy brother the same good offices; and I am hereby-
solemnly bound in an. especial cevenant with those brothers, who
can and do truly discover themselves as such.’’ 2

Question by Mr. Stevens.—Was that the oath as.admisistered
to.you r

Ans. It was, ¢




31

N .
The oath of the Starlet degree was then read in these words:

¢¢], ~—e—, do, in the presence of Almighty God, before whoun:
the secrets of all hearts are Taid open, and in the presence of this
loyal lodge, most solemnly swear, that I will not betray the
sacrets or signs of this degree to any person or persons whatso-
ever: no, nnt to a brother of the first degree or second, in a loyal
lodge; neither will 1 cause it to be done, uniess authorized in a
legal nanner;. neither in writing, printing, staining, carving, cut-
ting, indenting, or inditing, or iy any tneans whatsoever under
the high canopy of heaven. 1 also further swear, that I will not
wrong a brother, or see him wronged, without apprising hin of".
approaching danger; and that I will attend every legal summons,
unless sickness, lameness, or not being within three wmiles, pre-
vents me  All this I swear, with a steady determination to fulh:
the same.”’

Question by Mr. Stevens.—Was that the oath administered to
you ?

Ans. It was. That whole bLook 13 remarkabiy correct; but
there is a slight difference as administered to me. In the 1itia-
tion, the Noble Grand asks the inside Guardian his duty; and an
answer i3 made. lIn the charge book there is a question to the
outside Guardian by the Noble Grand, and an answer; bui not
common to use it. Just as the proper persons go to the ante- room
to bring in a candidate, the ﬁ:b ¢ Grand savs: ¢ Brother Vice-
Grand, I give you charge of the lodge during initiation.”

In the second degree, the cry of distress is not just as pub-
lished. It is in the book, ¢ Give heed, O ye heavens;”’ but if 1

recollect right, it is « Give ear, O .ye heavens.”

At request of witness, he was permitted to state that he was
not the compiler-or author of the ¢“Revelation of Odd Fellowship,’*
lately published at Pittsburg, nor did he know that it was intended .
to publish any work on the subject, until a short time before the
work referred to appeared; nor does he know by whom it was
done. He makes this declaration, because he has been threatened
with injury tor the course he pursued in- oppesition to the order,
for some time back.

Question by Mr. Spackman.—Was vou threatened with the
execution of the penaltiesr

Ans. No, sir; I appreliended an attack would be made on me
by some of the order.

Question by the same.—Are there many Odd Fellows in Pitts.
burg ¢

Ang, About five handred in Pittsburg and vianity.

Qd&‘ﬁﬁ by the same.—Wha is the Grand Master of the state?

Ans. When T joined, it was Anson Jones; since, it has been
William Shreimer;—but who is at present, I do not know,
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Witness then furthe? remarked, that when he was in the order;
he was frequently told that he would receive little benefit from
it until he arrived at the higher degrees. In this work read from.
he found, that in the high degrees they swore to assist each other
in business, &c. This he presumes was what was referred to.

ALEX. W, FOSTER, Jr.

Sworn and subscribed, this 12th day of January, 1856.
THADDEUS STEVENS,

Jacos MicuLinG was then called and swoern.

Question by Mr. Stevens.—Are you a mason ?
Ans. 1 am not.

Question by the same.— Were fyc:u ever a meinber of the legis-
lature of this commtonwealth r—if so, did you ever know or learn
from wasonry, of any attempt made to influence legislative pro-
ceedings through masonry?

" Ans. Yes. In the years 1808-9, the Grand Lodge of this
state applied to the legislature for the passage of a law to author-
ize them to raise, by lottery, money to the amount of 25,000
dollars. I was a member at that time. The petition was pre-
sented, and referred to a committee in 1808. In 1809, the subject
was reported wpon favourably, thoogh 1t was the general opimon
that a lottery would not be granted by the legislature. Some time
after, a man came from Philadelphia, or was said 10 have come
from there, who, one of the members and a mason told me, was
a Royal Arch Mason, and that he had come to make masons of
the members of the legislature. This was told me by one of the
members, who had been a Master of the lodge in Fayette county.
He also suid, that this vould be a very favourable time for me to
be made a mason, if I ever intended te be one, as this man from
Philadelphia had been sent by the Grand Lodge to initiate the
members of the legislature, without fee or reward. During the
satne conversation, he told me that two of the members had been
initiated that very evening. 1 told him in reply, { should like
first to know the abject and secrets of the order. He said tha:
could not be until I was made one. 1 then declined his offe:,
unless I knew the object of the institution.

Question by Mr. Spackman.—Did this mason, your informan:,
tell you the object of this Royal Arch Mason ?

Ans. Yes;—the object was to procure the passage of the lo:-
tery law,

Question by the same.~Did the law pass * R

Ans. The subject was not again called up: No bill ad beeu
reported.
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Question hg the same.—Who were the men your informant
teld you had been initiated ?

Ans. One was Mr. Jacob Sherer, of Phl!adelphla county. ani
the other was either a Mr. Sheetz or a Mr. Stern.

Question by Mr. Huston.—Who was this member from Fayette
county?
Ans. His name was Christian Tarr.

Question by Mr. Spackman.—Did any masea tell vou hinselt
that he had been initiated as described ?

Ans. No.

Question by Mr. Stevens. Diul you ever know of anv other 1n-
stance of masonry intecfering in pulitics -

Ans. In the year 1803, there was a confest for Governor i this
state. M’Kean wasg (ﬁwmnm, and Simon Snyder was the oppos.
ng candidate. This same C. Tarr and mrself, rode together e
Lancastm I asked him how he was elected to the lie: rhlaturt.
when the other two of the members for this county, were o oppo-
site politics? He said that a number of the federalists, who
were masons, voted for him because he belonged to that body.

He was a Democrat.
JACOB MECHLING.

Sworn and subscribed this twelfth day of January. eigliteen
hundred and thirty-six,

THADDEUS STEVENS, Chairmarn.
@ () Srmenn

WEDNESDAY, Januvary 1.

Committee met. Present, Messrs. Stevens, Cox, Frew, Spack-
man aml Huston.

Jonx P. Séuvyter of Lycoming county, being duly sworn, saith,
in answer to the first interrogatory;

I am a mason. I enfered the lodge in 1811, as an Entered
Apprentice; in 1812 1 took the Fellow Craft’s dc"ree, and in
&ugust, 1813, 1 was made a Master Mason.

terrogatory, There was an obligation administered.

k2§ Interrogatorv I cannot repeat it extempore. ['The uat)
3
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of an Entered Apprentice was then read to witness, from Allyn's
Ritual, in the following ‘words: ¢4l ————y uf 'my own free will
and accord, in presence-of Almighty God, and this - worshipful
lodge of free and ~ccepted masons, erected to God, and dedicated
to the Holy 8t. J. us, do hereby and hereen, most selemnly and
sincerely promise and swear, that I will always hail, ever conceal,
and never reveal, any part or parts, art or arts, point or points, of
the secret arts and mysteries of ancient Frecmasonry, which 1
have received, am about to receive, or may hereafter be instructed
i, to iy person or persons in the known world, except it be to a
true and Jawful brother mason, or within the body of a just and
lawfully consututed lodge of such, and not unto him or unto them
whom [ shul! hear so to be, but unto him and them only whon ]
shall find so to be, after strict trials and due examination, or law-
ful information.  Furthenmore do I promise and swear, that I
will not write, print, stamp, stait, bew, cut, carve, indent, paint
or enerave e or any thing moveable or immaveable, under the
whole canopy of heaven, whereby or wheron, the least letter,
ficure, character, mark, stain, shadow, or resemblance of the
same, way beconie fegible or intelligibley to myself or any other
person in the known world, whereby the secrets of masonry may
unlawfully be obtain2d thiough my unworthiness; to alt which !
do most sofemnly and sincerely promise and swear, without the
feast equivacation, mental rescevation, or selt-evasior of mind in
me whatever, binding mysell under no less penalty than to have
my threoat cut across frow ear 1 car. iny tongue torn vut by the
rosts, atid iy body buried 1in the rough sands ol the sea, a cable-
tow’s Terath from the shore, at low water mark, where the tide
ebbs and flows twice i tweniv-four hours, 9o help me God, and
keep me steadfast in the due performance of the same.”

Quesion by Mr. Stevens. Ig that the oath which was adminis-
tered to you?

Aaswer. 1 eannot say that it 1s the sume oath word for word, but
it 19 substantiatly the same.

The witness was now told to histea to the oath of a Fellow Craft
Magson, which was read by Mr. Stevens from Allyn’s Ritual, as fol-

lows:

I, A. B of my owu free will and accord, in the presence of Al-
mighty Godand this worshipful lodge of Fellow {ralt mgsons, erected
tu Grod, and dedicated to the Ioly St. Johns, do hereby and hefeon,
most solemnly and sincerely promise and swear, in addition to my
former obligation, that T will not give the secreis of this degrée to
any of an inferior degree: nor to any being in-the known world, ex-
cept it be to a true and lawful brother Cra{t mason, or within the
body of a jus and lawluily constituted lodge of such, and not unto
him or them whom I shall bear so to be, hut unte him and thes

only whom I shall find so to be, after strict trial, due examinities,
or lawful infopmation,




30

“ ] furthermore promise and swear, that I will not wrong this ledge,
nor a brother of this degree, to the value of two cents myself, nor
suffer it to be done by others, if in my power to prevent it.

“] furthermore promise and swear, that I will support the constitu.
tion of the Grand Lodge of this state, under which this lodge is held,
aad conform to all the by-laws, rules and regulations of this or any
other lodge of which [ may hereafter become a member.

¢} furthermore promise and swear, that 1 will obey all regular
signs and summons’, handed, sent, or thrown to me, by a Feliow Craft
mason, or from the body of a just and lawfully constituted lodge of
such, 1f within the leagth of my cable tow.

¢ furthermore promise and swear. that [ wiil be aidirg and assist-
1ing all poor and indigent Fellow Craft masons, their widows and or-
phans, wheresoever dispersed around the Globe, they applying to
me a8 such, and 1 finding them worthy, so tar ag 1 can do it with-
out tnjuring myself or fumly.  Toall o' wirich 1 do most solemnly
and sincerely nromise and swear, without aoy  hesitation, mental
reservation, or scif-evasion of mind 1me wivitever, binding myselt
under no less penalty than to have my leit hreast torn open, my
heart and vitals taken from thence. thrown over my left shoulder,
and carried to the valley of Jehosbaphaty there to become a prey to
the wild beasts of the field, and vultures of the air, should [ willfully
violate or transzress any part of this, mv solenin oath or obligiation,
of a Fellow Craft mason.  So hplp e ‘God, and keep me steadfast
in the due performance of the same.

Question by Ml Stevens, Is that the same oath which was atl
ministeréd to you -

[ cannot say that it 19 exactly the same. but tt1g the same sub-
stantially.

Question by Mr. Stevens. [s that the nenalty of that degrec *

Ans. It is, as pear as my memory serves me. [ believe it to
be in substance.

The witness was now told to listen to the Masier Mason’s oath,
as read frem Allyn’s Ritual, as follows:

““I, A. B., of my own free will and accord, in the presence ol
Almighty God, and this worshipful lodge of Master "Musons,
erected to God and dedicated to the Holy £t. Johns, do hereby and
hereon, most solemnly aud sincerely promise and sweur, in addi-
tion to my former obligations, that ‘I will not give the secrets of
a Master Mason to any one of an wferior degree, nor to any being
in the known world, except it be to a true and lawful brothe-
Master Mason, or within the Body of a just and lawfally constir
tited lodge of such, and not unto him or them whom I siall hear

80 to-be, but unto him and them only whom [ shall find so to be,
after strict trial, duc examination, or lawful information received.

‘« Furthermore do I promise and swear, that [ will .pot speak
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Master Mason’s word, which I shall heveafter receive, in any
other manner except in that in which I shall receive it. which will
he on the five points of fellowship, and at low breath.

“* Furthermore do 1 promise and swear, that I will not give t'w
crand hailipg sign of distress of this degree, except I am in rea’
lll‘-t{ll"ﬂ. or for the benefit of the craft, whun at works; and should
! sce that sign eiven, or hear the mn(]s accompanying tt, [ wiil
iy to the reliel of the person so giving it, should there be a «reater
protability of saving hl*s lite than los:r:w my own.

 Furthermore do I promise and swear, that I wiil not wrong this
lodee, nor a brother of this {lcfrret,, to the value of one cent.

kncwingly, meveelf, nor suffer it to be done by others, if in my
power 1w prevent it.

» Furthermore do I promise and swear, that I will not be at the
imitiating, passing or raising a candidate at one commumecation.
without a dispensation from “the Grand Lodge for that purpose.

*» Kurthermore do I promise and swear, that 1 will not be at the
mitiating, passing or raising a candidate 1n a clandestine lodge,
nor converse upon the secrets of I*:cemaqomy, with a clandestine

made mason, or one that has been expelled or suspended. while he
1s under that sentence.

‘ Furthermore do I promise and swear, that I will not be at the
imtiatinz, passing or raising of an old man in dotage, a young man

In nunaﬂe. an atheist, II’I‘Lll”’lUu% Libertine, mddmuu, }lt,‘lm‘lpht'll-
dite, woman or a fool.

»+ Furthernore do 1 promise and swear, that I will not speak evil
of a brother mason, neither belund nis back norv before Ins tice,
but will apprize him of all approaching danger,

“« Furthermore do & prnmisc and swear, that I will not violate the

chastity of a Master Mason’s wile, wother, sister or daughter,

nor suffer it to be done by others, 1t in my power to prevent it, !
knowing them to be such.

“Fmthermore do 1 promise and swear, that 1 will support the
constitution of the Grand lLodee of this state, under which this
lodee 13 held, and conform to all the by-taws, rules and regula-

tions of this, or any other lodge of which I wnay hereafter become
4 member.

‘¢ Furthermore do I promise and swear, that I will obev all due
signs and summons’, handed, sent or thrown to me, from a brother
Master Mason, ot from the budy of a just and lawfully constituted
lodge of Master Masons, 1f within the:length of my cable-tow.

o« Furthermore do 1 promise and.swear, thut a Master Mason’s
secrets given to me in charge as such, shall remain as secure and
inviolable in my breast, as 1n his before communicated, murder
and treason only e*{ccpted and they left to my own eleetion.
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“ Furtherniore do I promise aud swear, that [ will go un a Mas

rer Mason’s errand, even barefoot and barcheaded, to save s lLife
ar relieve his necessities.

“ Furthermore do I promise and swear, that I will remember
brother Master Mason, when on my Kkpees at my devotions.

* Furthermore do I prowmise and swear, that 1 will be aiding and
assisting, all poor and indigent Master Masons, their widows and
orphans, wheresoever dispersed round the Glube, they making up-
pacation to me as sucl, and L finding them worthy, as fav as i my
power, without injury to mysel{’ or family,

- Furthermore do I promise and swear, that if any part of this
obligation be omitted at this tune, I will hold myselt amenable
thereto, whenever informed: 1o all which I do most solemnly and
sincerely promise and swear, with a fixed and steady purpose of
mind 11 e to keep and peirform the same, binding my suiuml(w
no less penalty, than to have my body severed in two in th8€entre,
and divided to the north and south, my bowels burnt to ashes in
the midst, and scattered by the four winds of heaven, that therce
might not the least remembravnce remaln among men or masons, of
so vile and perjured a wretch as | should be, should [ ever be
guilty of violating any part of thiz, my solemn oath or ebligation of
a Master Mason. So help me God, and keep me stedfast in the
due pertormance of the same.”

Question by Mr. Stevens.—Is that the oath r

Ans. I think it 1s. I think there are some onnssions. [ think
there 1S an omissini relative to Master Masons being compelied to
support the government. I have not been in the fodge where |
was wade a magon since my initiation, ' I remember right.

Question by Mr., Cox.—What is the length of the cable tow s
Ans. I never heard it explained.

Question by Mr. Spackman..—Are vou an adhering mason ¢

Ans. 1 am not a member of any lodge; noram I a renouncing
masorn.

Question by the same.—Did you swear to that part of the oath
relative to murder and treason ?

Ans. I think I did.

(At the request of the witness, the four following questions

were furnished him in writing, to which he made the following
written answers:) .

No. L. When you were initiated into the first degree, how were
you prepared as regards clothing, and how led into the lodge
State particularly the method of imtiation. In what posture were
you when you took the oath ?
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No. 2. Did you ever know any masons call upon their brother
masons to support candidates for office, and alleged as an induce-
ment, that they were brother masons ?

No. 5. State particularly any facts or knowledge within your
own experience, of the political cfiects of masonry. |

~ No. 4. State whether there 18 any difference in the preparation
tor the different degraes, and if sv, what that difference is.

In answer to the first and fourth of the foregoing questions,
your respondent would refer the committee to Barnard’s Light pn
Masenry, for a full answer to the said questions, according to the
best of his understanding.

In answer to the second and third questions, your respondeut
could not say as to the political influence masonry may have had
with others, but can positively say as to himself, that it never had
any with him,

Yo, respondent professes te be a democrat; and upon all
occasions has supported (zccording to his views,) democratic prin-
ciples; and upon all occasions supported men for the different
offices, whom he thought would carry ont these principles, without
paying any regard to masonry, and without considering himself
bound in anywise to support a mason.

I have heard language used, but cannot say what influence i
had. 1 cannot remember now the time and place. It has occurred
on two or three occasious. After much has been said in behalf of
a candidate for office, a further siatement is nade that they {the
candidates) are masons, or were masons. I know not what the
object was.

&«

Question bv Nir. Spackman.—How did you know that thes
DEersons were masons o

Ans. Either by being in the lodge with them, or being informed
by persons I knew to be masons that they were masons.
Question by the same.—State the political effects of masonry,
within your kuowledge.
Ans. I have elready stated all 1 know.
JINCO. P. SCHUYLER.

Sworn and subscribed this 14th day of January, 1836. |
THADDEUS STEVENS, Chairman.

"y
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MONDAY AFTERNOON, January 18, 183¢.

Committee met in the House of Representatives, the Supreme
Court room havinz been found too small to accommodate the
crowd of visiters.

The Committee having come to order, the names in the sub-
penas were calicd.

Joserd R. CHANDLER was cailed to the desk, and he requested -
that the oath might be read to him. This was done; and he then
asked that it might be reduced to writing. 'This also was done;
and he then drew out amnd read a protest, and was permitted to
retire for the present.

SAMUEL M. Strewart was next called, and also real a protest,
and refused to be sworn, The chairman told the witness that he
noticed by the subpoena, that he was directed to produce the bouks
and papers of the lodge, and asked him if he had complied with
that part of the subpaena? The witness replied, that he had not:
gald Ee was Secretary of the Grand Lodge, and withdrew.

CuArLEs SnypER was next called—read a protest, and retired.

SaMUEL H. PErrins was next called—refused to take the oath,
and read a protest. 'The Chairman mentioned to the witness that
he had been directed by subpena to produce the books and papers
of the lodce. Had he done so? He had not. Mr. Perkins te-
quested a copy of the oath, which was handed him by the com-
mittee.

WiLLiam Stevens was next called, and wished to know what
he was requested to swear. The Chairman replied, « You are
asked to swear to the truth.,” Witness asked a copy of the oath;
and when asked why he wished it ? he said, becsuse it had been

iven to Mr. Perkins. The.copy was denied, on the ground that

e witness was perfectly familiar with the genera! form of outh in
court, and this wae simnilar end the same, except that it referred
to the evils of Freemasonry. *

Chairman. Heve you brought the booke and pepers of the Grand
Liodge ¢
Wituegs. I havenot. There is a cart load of them.

Chairman, Are you dispesed to bring them if the committee
furnish a converance ?

Witness. No.
Lhairman. ¥You will not bring them?
Witness. 1 decline.
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Josian RaxparL was next called-—declined being sworn ana
read a protest.

Grorce M. Darias was next called and answered from to-
wards the door, ¢*I am here.”’

Chairman. George M. Dallas. _

Witness. I am near enough, 1 can hear very well whereI aw

Chairman. Mr. Dallas 1s requested to come before the commat-
tee.

Witness. Is that call by resolution of the committee?
The chairman put the question to the committee, shall Mr. Dal-
1as come before the committeer Agreed. to.

Witness. Is it by resolution ? _
Mr. Cox. It is. L%

Mr. Dallas came forward.

Chairman. Will you take the book ¢

Witness. What is the form of the oath P

Chairman. The form always administered to witnesses 1n courts
it justice.

Witness. I am not in court.

Chairman. Will you take the oath ¢

Witness. No. I'will read a paper.

Chairmuan. Mr. Dallas will do ¢0 in a respectful manner.
Wititess then read a_protest.

some stamping interrupted the proceedings, when the chairmau
asked, who made that noiser

Mr. Read, who was standing back of the committee, said *it
was e s,

‘The chairman called the Sergeant-at-Arms, and told Mr. Read
i he repeated the disturbance he should be ordered into custody.
Read oftered to expostulate, but was interrupted at once by the
chairman, who told him, $sMr. Read, the committee do not wish to
hear a single word from you,”’

CuariLes StouT was next called, refused to take the oath, and
readl a protest. .

Jupce Epunaim PEnTLAND came up next, and read a protest for
himself and Robert Christie; refused to be sworn angd refired.

Rosert CurisTie next called: refused to take the oath.

Chairman. I see your name to the paper just read by Juidge
Pentland. You wish that to be considered as your objections ¢

Witness. 1 4lo.
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‘Thairman. I presume it will not be necessary to read it again:
Witness. No.  And he retired.

{ ommittee adjourned until three o’clock te-morrow atternont.

F = et *.._'_._F..l_-__.“

&
TUESDAY AFTERNOON, JANUARY 19, 1836,

The comnnttee having come to order. T'he Rev. Wipriam 1.
SPROLE was calied and asked to hear the oath, which was repeated
to him, when he declined taking the oath and coinmenced reading «
protest. Having come to a gortion of it where he 2aid “if they {the
committee) were for forming a modern juggernaut, roll on.” He
was interrupted by the chairman, who told him they couid not listen
to such language, and requested him to sit down.

Witness. [ bez leave o explain to the committec.
Chairman. Not one word, sir.

Samurr C. BoNum was next calied, and informed that thecommit-
tee required him to take the oath. He declined, and offered to read
1 protest, which the committee refused to listen to, but received i,

nd it was filed among others.

Jacon EMmer was next called, and declined taking the oath.

Josern 8. SiLven was next cailed, and declined taking the oath,
and stated that he considered himself protected by the constitution.

ALLeNy Wanp was next cslied, and was asked if he would tuke the
oath. He declined, and said he would state his reasons if the com- -
mittee would allow him. Leave was granted, and he then said he
could not trust to his memory. His memory he feared might fail
m, and'he did not knéw whet he asked.

The chairman stated to the witness, that in the oath, the “evi-
depce whiche should ‘give would be the truth, the whole truth, and
nothing but the truth.” He was bound to tell nothing which he did
aot distinctly recellect, and that such evidence meant legal evidence.
“If any gquestien should be asked a witness-which he was by law,pri-
vileged from answering, cither on account of its criminating himself,
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or {or otheér reasons, he couid, notwithstanding such oatlr, then obi-
ject to answering such question and claim his privilege.

'The witness still persisted in his refusal te be sworn, and stated
that the jmstitution of Freemasonry was charity, and thet be had
never seen uny harm growing out of ity nor had he: ever seen any
thing political about it.

The Chairman remarked. “Perhaps you had better swear to that,’”
but the witness still refused even to be sworn to what he had just
steted.

Cor. Samuen RinewarLr was next called, and asked ¢ Will you
take the cathr”

Witness. No sir.
Chairman. You can retire.
Witness handed a protest to the secretary, and retire.

Masor Jonx M Lavenrin being called, was asked will you take
the oath?

Answer. No, sir. Hunded a protest and retired.

TrHoMmas M*GraTn was asked the same question, and gave the
sime answer. 4 |

Ropert Ricuarpsen {old the chairman that he had not been .
called, and he was then requested to come forward. He declined ta-
king the oath, and was about offering some impertinent remarks, .
when he was ordered to silence by the chairman, and withdrew.

Adjourned.

—p— PR g PN [ —

SATURDAY, JANUARY 23, 1836:

The chairman stated to the committee that the quesiion of pun- -
ishing the refusing witnesses had aiready been betore the House,
and those witnesses had been discharged. It was a_question wor-
thy the consideration 6f the committee, whether thRy sltuld gro-
ceed in the investigation, and sit there and stitiject tgemiulfe‘ 40
further contempt, when it was well known the commities wonld

not be sustained. . For his'part, -he did not wish {o.itbempt any.




43

thing that would not be sustained by the House. . He would ask
the committee whether the investigation shall be gone further into,
or left tu the futare action of the people of the state.

Mr. Spackman was destrous for the investigation to go on.

Mr. Cox was not able at present (o decide, and-suggested that
the committes had better.adjourn till Monday.

The chairman stated that in all probability the -witnesses now
present would place themseives in the same situation as others had
already. [t would hardly be justice to the witnesses now present,
to detnin them, after the action of the House hed been had o the
cases of others. They, it theyv teatified, would be placed and con-
sidered as voluntary or perjured witnesses, and would be subjected
to the vilification and perhaps persecution of others. He did not

ear but the people would determine what course is-due to support
their petitions. | So far as.voluntary testimony can go, the necessity
of investigating and abolishing the lodge, had already been deter-
mined. Its oaths, its practices, it- application to the government,
had been already determined, and it scemed to hum, better not to
20 onn— not to hold out appearances, when evils have been con-
cealed, and not (o make the people believe the evils had been .
investigyted.

W hen different gentlemen come forward in bland or rude man-
ner, and say they won’t obey the laws, the rude man is the most
excusable, for he can plead ignovance. He did not feel disposed
to sit here to be thrown further into contempt.  He had an insuper-
able objection to being made the object of legal scorn.

After some further discugsion, the commitiee adjourned to meet

again at 3 o’clack, P. M. on Thursday next.

'THURSDAY, JANUARY 28, 1856,

QUESTIONS BY THE COMMITTEE..

Da. Rosgar Mayx being swown, testified as follows:
ist. Are yous masont I wo, of bow many degrees, aad in what.

¥

state, and when wers-you.mude & maron?.
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2nd. Have you read Barnard’s Light on gasonry? If vea, is it
substartiaily correct as far as you have goner

Srd. When had you first certain information of the death of Win.
Morgan? State how you received the information, from whom, aod

whether as a masvnie secretr State fully all you know on that sub-
jcCt.

4th. Have you ever been called on by masonsto vote for a mason.
because he was o mason? State fully the conversation relative to the
subject between you and any of your masonic brethren.

Sth. Have you-ever known crime concealed under the masonic
obligution? I yea, state what the crime was, in what state coni-
mitted, and whether it was thus concealed under the full conviction
that the masonic obligations required such concealment.

6th. Have you ever known any attempt by masons to procure un-
Jee advantage in judicial proceedings through masonry.

7th. Who was the master of the lodge who communicated the

Morgan inteiligence and at what place, and 1n what lodge was it
given?

'To the first question, I answigg—

I was made a mason in the state of Pennsylvania, and have ta-
ken feur degrees; I was made a mason in Chester county,in Phoe-
“ix ]Jf}dgﬁ, 1T0¢ 75& A L

2d Question. [ have read Barnard’s Light on Masonry, and as
far as ] have gone, 1t18 substantially correct.

3d Question. In 1827 0r-1828, the Worshipful Master of the
lodge of which I was a member, commuoicated, as Waorshipful
Master of thie lodge, to the brethren, that he had just returned from
the Niagara frontiers; that he had become acquainted with distin-
zuished wasons at Rochester and other places, who informed him
masonicaliy, thut Wm. Morgan was dead; that he was put to death
Ly masons, because he was about to reveal the secrets of masonry.

he Worshipful Master added, that he communicated this as a
masonic secret, and that the brethren 8hould conduct theinselves
accordingly.

4th Question. Masons have called én me as a mason to vote
for a brother mason, whith I refused to do, observing at the same
time, that my masonic obligation did not bind me to vote fora-mason;
to which they rephed that I wasonly a Master Mason, and my obli-
cation did not bind. me to-vote for a brother mason, but the ‘spirit of
the obligation was te prefer them. S " -

‘5th Question. I have krown the crime of -fq;rger ) £ committed

in the state#f Penusylvania, concealed under the masonic obliga-
tion. | I
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I have been requested by a mason to sit as an avbitrator between
nim and anindividual who was not a mason, with a request that
I would favour him as a mason.

'
I have known masons who tried to procure masons as arbitra-
turs, assigning as a reason that they expected to be favoured.

I have known a mason to complain that a brother mason who
was an arbitrator, did not favour him enough,

The Worshipful Master of the lodge who communicated tic
death of Wm. Morgan to the lodge, was Dr. David Rutter, of
Lawrence Lodge, No. 171, Potisgrove, Pennsylvania.

On being asked when he quit attending the lodge, witness au-
swered:  ‘That he hias never attended a lodgze since he heard the
circumstatice of the death of Wm, Morgan, detailed as above stated.

In answer to a question from Mr. Huston, witness said: a ma-
son has informed him that he had refrained from seducing a bro-
ther mason’s daugiter, on account of his masonic obligations.

ROBERYT MAY.

Sworn and subscribed, this 11th February, 1836, before me.

" THuaDDEUS STEVENS, Chatrman.

MARCH 8, 1836, 7 o’clock, P M.

Mr. Joun SteMm affirmed.

Question by the chairman. Are you a mason, and if so, how
many degrees have you taken?

Answer. I am a mason of four degrees.

Question by the same. In whatstate were you made a mason *

Ans. In the state of Pennsylvapia.

Question by the same. IHave you read Barnard®s Light on Ma-
sonry, or Allyn’s Ritual

Ang. I have read both.

Question by the sanre. State whether, as far as you. have mone,
they are substantially a correct revelation of masonrv?
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Ans. They aresubstantialiy and almost literally, 1 could never
‘perceive any difference; particularly in substance.

Question by the same. Were you ever an officer of a lodge P
Ans. Yes sir.

Question by the same. What office did you hold?

Ans. The coffice of Sentor Warden.

Question by the same. Were you ever secretary of a lodge ¢
Ans. I was.

Question by the same. State whether in a lodge you ever heard
the subject of politics mentioned, and any injuaction for masons
to vote for each other?

Ans. I remember a letter handed to the master, directed to
“‘Lawrence Lodge, number 171,7 in Chester county, and the mas-
ter opened it in the presence of the open lodge, and read the con-
tents, which requested the influence ot the members ot the lodge,
or possibly the votes of the members, (1 cannot recollect positively
which,) in favour of, a brother mason who was up for ofhce. The
master of the lodge said, 1y substance, that we were bound as bro-
ther masons, or that it was our duty to sypport him,

I doubted whether & was botind to support him, and . another
member of the lodge, wiho was hizh 1o masonry, spoke to me on
the subject.  Democracy and federatism wereat that ture arrayed

against each othier, and I told hin it the applicant was rvegularly
nominated by the demncratic party, then only I would feel my-
self bound to vote for hin,  He suid he did not know Lhow I would
pet out of it, as it was my duty to vote fur a brother mason, wien
requested.

Question by the same. Did you ever know masonry influence,
or attempt to influence, judictal proceedings ¢

Ans. I bave been called on by a brother mason, as a referee, t:
fuvour him on account of his betng a mason,  He was plaintift in
a case.  He said, if he could get two who were masnng, out of
the three referces, he would gain his actien. or that he would be
safe. I was appointed on the cuse afterwards.

Question by Mr. Spackman. Have you ever known the masonic
oblizations considered by musons superior to their civil ebliga-
tions? |

Ans. Yes. [ haveknown men who considered the, masonic ob-
ligations superior to all thevs. T have heard them say’so at least.

Question by the same. Are you an -adhering jmason?
Ans. I am not. h ;
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Question~by the same. Are you what is called a renouncing
Tason P

Ans. I am.

Question by the same. ‘When you took the'different obligations
of masonry, were you toid before you took them, that they were
not to aftect your duty to the luws, your country, or your God?

Ans. I was.

Question by the same. Was thig declaration made to you betore
you took each of the oaths?

Ans. 'This declaration was made to me in the preparation room,
before [.took the first degree, but not after.

Question by the same. At what tine was this letter to which
you refer, received at the loidge ?

Ans. 1 think as near as I can recollect, 1t was between 1821 and
1824, but J canuot state positively.

Question by the ezme. Was it in the ordinary course of things
for the lodge 1o recewve sudh letters?

Ans. I never knew but the one.

Question by the same. Way any formal action taken on the let-
ter by the lodge ?

!

Ans. Not to my knowledge.

Question by the same, Wqs there any resolution oftered respect-
ing it, or was it referred to any conmnittee ?

Ans. Not to my knowledge.

Question by the same. Dl the masons attending the lodge gen.

erally, state to vou that they intended to comply with the re-
questy and were bound so to do? *

Ans. As far as as therewas any thing said on the subject, it
was 1n favour of supporting him.

Question by the same. Did the masons generally, state to vou,

that it was your duty to comply with the request contained in the
letter ? -

Ans. As far-as there was anything said on the subject, {whether

‘there was one, two, three or four spoke to me on the . subject, |
cannot say they“did.

Question by the same, Wag that a large todge ?
Ans. I think there was possibly tweaty-five or thicty members.

Question by the same. How many were present at this meet-
‘ing ? * S

~ Ans, Thg&a‘ ight have been ten or a dozen, or there might
*have been fifteenBrtwenty. - { cannot say positively.
e ; )
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Question by the same. Do yon recolleet how many masons spoke
to you that evening on the subject? ’

Ans. I cannot say. .

Question. bg the sgme. Was the number more than two, that
spoke to you':

Ans. [ do not know.

Question by the same. Was there more than three r

Ans. I cannot tell.

Question by the same. Was there more than four:
Auns. 1 cannot tell. |

Question by the saine. Was there more than five:
Auns, 1 cannot tell.

(Question by the same. Was there less than twelve:

Ans. There was less than twelve.

Question by the same. Is your recollection pesitive, or imper-
fect ? ' .

Ans. It is perfect, as to the letter being read by the Master-

Thatis, as far as my recollection serves me, to give a definite an-
Swer upon.

Question bry the same. You did not charge yonr memory with it
at the time ? . .

Ans. As far as 1 have stated, my memory is perfect, but no
further |

Question by the same. Of what party was the applicant

Ans. I cannot say. |

Question by the same. Of what party was the high mason whe
first spoke to you ? |

Ans. I do not know his politics.

Question by the same. Have you often acted as a referee ?
Ans. Not often, Several times.

t3

Question by the same. Were you ever attempted to be influ-
enced as a reféree more than once !

Ans. I was not. 2

Question by the same.” Have you heard many mﬁso'ns say they
considered the masonic cbligations superior to the civil

Ans. Whenever that qtft;stiﬁn was agitated—whenever the thing
was spoken of, the masonic obligatiens were connidered superior, [
cannot say how often I have heard it spoken bf. -

¥
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Questionr by the sime. Have you heavd the subject frequentiy
ngitited 7
Ans. 1 have.

Question by the same. Have vou ever known masons express
contrary opinions on the subject r-

Ans. Not until the political pacty of antimasonry sprung up.
Stice that time 1 have.

Questicn by the same. Since that time, what was the opinion of
the majority of thos¢ whom you have heard express thewr opinions
on the subject? = -

Ans. I have had conversations with difterent onecs on the sub-
ject, since the excitement, but have heard no definite opinion but
frotd:bne ‘gentleman. He said he connidered the masonic obliga-
tions morally binding as respected his awn private interest, but as
4 pablic man, and in.a public capacity, he considered the civil obii-
gations superior.

“-Quéstion by the sanre. Are you an antimason.
" Ané. ' have voted that ticket.

As far as [ have testified 1in the above cvidence, my recollection is

distinct and perfect. . .
AR JOUN STEM.,

. Sworn and subscribed the 8th of March, 1836. |
THADDEUS STEVENS, Chairman.

- Testimony of H.. L. Horsroox, Esq.

1. Are you a mason? If so, when and where were you made a
mason, aad how many degrees have you taken?

I am a mason; I was made & mason about cleven years since in
Salem, Ashtabula county, Ohio. I have taken three degrees and

2. Have you read and 'examined Morgan’s Illustrations of
masonry ? 1t so, are the oaths and cbligations therein contained
subatantially the same as administered to you in the degrees you

ave takeny and ta others.in your presence, in the lodges of which
ou have been a member, and which you have visited? ' -

Soon, alter Morgan’s 1ljustrations ﬂ_be?n to be circulated in
'ﬁ;‘:‘ﬁ d%l atfsy T ‘vead a' copy of it, and the oaths and"obligations

treiry ok tained; are ‘subptympially icorrect as sdministered in

k8 Bbe oaths and: obligations adminis-

SR ilar to those toatained T Mor-

RSy alchecnin, any other lodges than
R "6 ondy say that 1 believe, and have
Yapopll from mascns, that the oaths and obligations of
v ‘géneral principles, were the same every where.

4
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2 Are the forms and ceremonies gaven 1 Morgal)’s tllustra. _a

substantially the same as those you have witnessed in any of ths
lodges?

They are very similar.

1. Have you ever been Master of any lodge? If 8o when and
where ?

[ wever was elected Master, but have occasionally acted as such
protempore, and conterred the difterent degrees.

Questions put by Mr. Spackman.

1. Have you~ever heard the subject of politics discussed in a
lodge? |

2. Have you ever known a combinatior: of masons, proposed or
furmed in oy out of a lodge, to effect a political or religious abject?

3. Have you ever knowa a mason, before or since the Morgan

vfuir, uige 1t as a masonic duly for one mason to support another
fer ottice, or political preferment ?

4. What statcment 13 made to the cardidate before he takes the

ubligations, as to the nature of the duties be is about to assume as a
mason 2

%. Is he asked if he believes ina God ?

6. Yrhat have you heard masons alledge to be their duty in con-
sequence of the esisting opposition” to the order?

7. I3 taere a fund appropriated to <chari table purposer by tha
lodge?

8. Huw had that fund been generally applied ?

9. Is it usual for the members to make collections for special
objdets of chanty ?

1. T have not.

2. | have not.

3.1 hatve not. | .

4. le is told that in masonry there is nothing inconsistent with
his morals, his religiou, or the laws of his country.

5. He iﬂ:-- | | | |

6.  have heard some say that it would be best to aband on the

order, others I have heard say that they had too much grity that

they would not gratify the opposition so much.
- 7. There was not in the Soinersct lodge, duting my membership.
. 8. During my membership the Sogesset lodge was in debt, and
of coupse had.no fuad.. S

9. They do occasionally, but4i

MENECT often. SR
' Sworn and subscribed, tbh;f

-
{

H. L, HOKBROOK.

~ Attest:—J. F. Cox, Chairman committee, pré, tem, ~— .
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The foHowing deposition was prescuted by Lukxi, Birpseve,
gt the request of the chairman of the committee. !

Cornwall, Conneclicut,
June 2d, 1856. §
Personally appeared Ezekiel Birdseye, who being dul y 8worn,
states: That in the fall of the year 1825, he went to reside in the
town of Athens, Alabama, and that in that town a man by the
pame of James Fitten lived, who was said to be the Master of the
wmasonic ledge in the town, who returned from Maryland with ge-
oes who, it was reported, he had purchased on speculation. 1
ﬁcame sugpicious that gne of them whosg name was Emnry Sad-
ler, a tanner and currier, had been Ridnapped. My suspicions
vere mentioned to one of my friends, whe said he was present
when the sale was made to a man living near, and that regular
ell authenticated papera were produced. 1 was fora time sutis-
ied with this slatement. About a year after, at the solicitation of
iny friends, 1 became a mewber of the lodge in that towu, having
reviously been a member of a lodge at Union, South Caroling.
%ery soon after I became a member of this lodge, 1 was AgHIN SU-
picious that Emory had been kidnapped, and made inquiry ui him,
which convinced me that such was the fact, and wrote to his
friend, Wm. Prichett, No. 112, Chesnut street, Philadelphia,
where aaid Emory stated he had been employed. Soom after I re-
ceived a package of ducuments, in which were several depositions,
which represented that Emory was a freeman, and that TFitten
was personally concerned in carrying hum off, w_ith a full knowl-
edge of all the facts. A few. days alter | met with Fitten and in-
formed him of the claim of Emory to ireedom, and the substance
of the depositions I had obtained, and. that suit would be brought
to recover his freedom, unless he would.give him up without,which
ke refused; counsel were employed to insttute legal praceedings.
The day after I had engaged counsei, 1 was met by the tyler of the
}odge, and notified to attend a called meeting of the lodge on the
day following. Understanding the object of the wreeting, I atteny-
ed with the documents in my possession, which were read and
Jdiscussed to a late hour, when 1 was requested to retice for a
short time; when I was called back, the {ollowing certificate WAs
handed me by the, Master of, the lodge, whose name was willigm -
Mason, a lawyer, who informed me thg_t It was the positive order
Bfitrﬁql?hdgd at 1 ghould sign it: “‘I'ms may certify that [ have
no documents in my possession relative to the aifeged kidna pPping
and subsequent abduction of 2 certain negro man called Emory
Sadler, that ought to mduce the beltef that an-'James Fitten hag
ﬂCte(l dishonesﬂyi 1.” ‘or ﬂpgenlleiﬂanly in any “'ay “’llﬂt-
ever, connected withpgEgseasisaction.”
> -";7 f}ﬂtﬂ at the req-iest of an oflicer of
the lodge. 1 was afterWabds irfurmed by Dr. DL 1. Gatewond.
who acted as secrelary pro tem. for the &y 2aing, and i whose |and

- &



92

writing 1t was drawn, that it was the composition of. Dunjel Gole-
man, at that time judge:of the county court for that county; and
counsel for the defendant Fitten. Aunother certificate was drawn
up of a similar import, and signed, I believe by all present, except-
ing myself, which I was afterwards informed was shown n various
parts of thé county. Some who saw it called on e tor-an explan-
ation, which was readily miven, e

Soeon after thig meeting, suit was commencea forthe recovery of
the freedom’ of Sadler.: Several meetings At the lodge ‘were held
durfng the summer of ‘1827, apparent!y’ with the intention zo sup-
press the suit against Fitten; in those meetings judge Coleman
tok an active pirt.  Finding their 'efforts te be unayailing, they
handed me the fullowing notice:— A

L]

Mn. EzexizL. BiroseyE: cL

This i5 to notify vou to appecar at the next:regular mecting of
Athens Lodge, at their lodge rovi, in the town of Athens, on the
21st day of the present month, (Febraary,) to answee the charges
preferred against yau by Jumes Fitten, belore sawd lodge, tor un.
tnasomic conduct.  When and where you are required; to attend.

S ROBERL: AUSTIN,. Jr.
February 14, 1826,” - IR
With this notice I received the following charges:—
'To Kzrxrier Birpsgys:

The following are the specilications of the charges for ynma-
gonic contluct, which I have preferred against you, and which will
he actel on at the, next regular meeting ol Athens Lodge, for
unmasounic ¢onduct. - - |

1s5t. In di'aobeyiﬁg the order of said lodze, which. enjoined. on
you the performance of certain duties towards me. .

'2d. In refusing to do e justice when you had it in your power
to do sb. | | i ' L

3d. In acting tewnrds me unwmasonically in relation to my, pui-
chase and sale of a certain neoro, called -Emory; o

4th. In professing apenly, and in lodge, that you had not and
weuld not say anything which would tend to injure me in the late
election, when you privately and secretly endeavoured tu,defeat
me, by retailing circumstances connected with my purchase of 4ho
negro Emory. | : T "
- . JAMES FITTEN.

February §3, 1828, ‘ .
The above 15 a true copy.

Rouserrt Austin, Jr. Secgpls

w" v
"""
-y
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Mr. Atsten was alan cierk ulf_'thﬁ‘ '

I met with the Jadge at the"*t‘ﬁi‘le#‘ﬁtml, and mformed: them
that I had fully determined to prosecute the <uit for the recovery




day the Secretary hande

4
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of the freedom of Bmory, and had no apology to offer. 'The next
d me the following, as their act of sus-
pension. ~—~

Aruens Loper, No. 16, Feb. 21, 1828.

Resolved, by this Lodge, That Ezekiel Birdseye, a member of
the same, be suspended ‘and excluded from the rights and privi-
leges thercof for unmasonic conduct.

The ahove is a true copy.
-ROBERT AUSTEN, Jr. Secretary.

In March following, the semi-annual term of the Circuit Court
was held. ' The trial for the freedom of Emory was continued
until the last day of the term, and was the onlfv jury trial on that
day. Ou going into court with my counsel, I observed that the
jury were principaily members of the lodge. Most of the regu-
Jarly empannelled jorors had been permitted to return to their
homes, which gave the shertff an opportunity to select the re-

*

mainder of the iury ¢t talismen.

Some time alterwards I endeavoured from recollection and
inquiry, to obtain the names of the whole jury. 'IF I have them
correctly, and 1 bejieve I have, thére were ten-masons on the jury
who were in the practice of meeting with the Jodge. Several of
them were present at the called ‘'meeting the lodge, and signed a
certificate of the entife innocence of their brother, James Fitten.
The sherift was also a ember of the lodge, and had taken an
active part in their proceedings.
~ Being unwilling to have a cause of s¢ much importance tried
by such a jury, I subniitted' an' affidavit to the court, stating that
undue influence had been used; and fur the cause of justice alone,
1 wished a change of venue, which was granted by the court, and
the cause sent to Huntsville, in Madison county, for trial, where
it was tried soon after, and resulted in the liberation of Emory.

" An authenticated copy of the record was procured from the
codrt at Huntsvillé, and brought on with Emory to Philadelptie,
where he is yet employed, at 112 Chesnut street,

EZEKIEL BIRDSEYE.

Starr. or ConvecticuT, Litchfield County, ss.
Cotnuwall, Junc 2d, 1836. -

Personally appeared the abovenamed Ezekiel Birdseye, -and
made oath to the statemenfs contained in the foregeing aflidavit
by hiin, subscribed belore me.

F. KELLOGG, Justice of the Peace.
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PREFACE.

Tax Author of this little book is much gratified at be
to present. to the public so_ much of the my stery of Odd ellow-
shipas he feels assured; will go far 49 convince all vnprejudiced
minds of the vsclessneks and dangemhs tendency. of that Institu-
tion.  He has long felt & desire to expose the follgr and .show the
evil tendenc y of the Order, Sut has not until [atpfy been erabled
to do so. Sipce it has cowe withio his power.he has proceeded
with all expeditivn to brin thein to light.

It is now t\m or three years since 1 became a mmber of the
Order, 1 WAy rén J {9 mhe. mbu banumléntnhﬂ charitable
lnsntutinn, cunlu;mng nothing With which the' psost ‘scrupulous
could find faqlt nathing ﬂf whlch the hﬂot virtuoys could not ap-
prove. A course of sunducty I was told, w there recommended
and enjvined, founted bn the precepts of the 'Eibie,mnd embrac-
inf the purest prmcapm o[ benevylence. ; With these assurances
of the character of the ty,. I became & member, My curiosity
Jed me rapidly’ thrmgﬁ all *hﬁ degﬁeu- After hayipg reached the
‘top of the lad{der, Lbégap, W logk nromd we, end. r&upt. 1. was
not long In comipg, 6 the mdmmn that their chisrity ws but i
Tarce, and their rq.-téqd'eﬂ {reh on u beer mockery.
{)dring all e gniha that Y'bave belonged to Imhtutmn, but

wo i thiree mutancea of ywbantable nature occurreds and they
ere bilt teillipg, Lt alvnys appeared 1o me at the Brethren
camé d)erﬁ father ihut they plli:njo] e;ch ’om nj af-
ter’ the Lm‘lgg ..would ldjuurp the- purpassy bf adininister-
mg c\‘uw ?he needy Jamil iliee of tmﬁ)?: 1te brdecgmd Breth-
religious Ft which asetos te figw thy thnu' De-

eei is regarded by few, ifany, of the m is o

ey, made a clélk to the vnleut h pqcm A
ig this state wap h&mﬂeux ﬁVM‘ _,
bHice, which Wu, th&t&
| h;mre-l th»u on: :
‘theordﬁrg h“‘~~} ” * _ :
giaty. lhe Q0 i IBOM c'- E I, h
] Blil tlrapgl;utmn then. presefitec ﬁnﬂ} whother

£ ot e B o e make th
iry doty to my citizens not requira. me to
revelations, After mach cnnliﬂmmls. 1 made up Wy 1 m

1 could, with n approving consciénce, do as 1 lmefdonu I had
5
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taken an oath to keep inviolable whatever of the secrets ¢f the Or-
der should be revealed to me 1 but I then believed that those se-
crets were innocent 3 that the representations made to me of the
goodness of the Society were true—otherwise [ would not have
taken the oath, When 1 found that thase representations were
false, instead of swearine to keep sccret that which was good, 1
had sworn to keep that which was evil, enuld 1, mnsistenﬂy with
thy duty to my Maker, and to the community at large, feck upon
that oath as binding ? I thought not. and have acted accordingly.

To careless observers, these degrees may present a kind and be-
nevolent front ; but acarcful examination will shew that they have
a tedierncy. to confine that benevolent front, which should be as
frke ‘ahnd universal as the airitself.  The candidate is required to
gehr that he has no bodily infirmitics which render him incapable
“il‘_f? 'uishiﬁg his occtipation 3 and this thevery persons whe arve fit

. obyéets of charity; are excluded from the charity of this very chari-
tHble Tnsfitution.

The ‘abtrse of wine is forbididen, but the #ce of itis slily recom-
mended., Thegenerality of the Brethren are young men : and to
show {hieir fiiendship and biotherly love for cach other, they make
use of wing, &c., emperately it may be at ficet, but with great and
imminent datiger of daing 50 1ntemperately in theend.  The week-
I% meetings of e Order bring the members together often 5 and

“the ude of a little wine, &c.. 1n the bar-room of some one of the
Brethren, will enable im to pay his rent, but will also disable some
tg pay their own, and tead them nto drunkenness. |

The reader will perceive, keeping tn his eye the confext, the

“donstraction which may be put en the Oath oi the Covenant De.
'gg‘.eq', The'Candidate »wears (hat he will warn his Brother of dan-
“gee, whethér it be From his own impradence, or from the evil de-
“8ign of an enemy, or from some apparently accidental canse 5 and
tHathe il paint out his advantage, should it come within his pow-
‘er ot'kidowlddaé so to do. A Brother mizht, unfortunately, be sa
jt‘d jrudent 4« to cemmit Rame critne that would put him in danger
“af the pifuithiment of the law.  The oflicer of the luw, whose duty
it ig Yo being tiie crhiminal to justice, had a connter duty to perform :
he wiust widrn his Bedthier of the danger, and give hun a <hance to
ch:i‘pe. Atd the furor might éasilv persuade hitnzelf, that if it is
"Hiﬁ'qﬁ't.y to warn a Brather of danger,itig alea iis dutly to avert that
“ddniger,'and bring in his vordict accordingly.  Again, he swears
tpat he will save his Brothers life and limbs if opportunity offers.
‘This every man is bound by ihe law of nature to do, not only to
sworn Bfethren, but o every {eilow créature—except under some
EGircutadtunces. 1 this oath no exception is made, and the jurer,
when liig Brother 1s goilty of thurder in the first degree, may bear
itin mind. 'The judpge on the bench, aud the witness at the stand,
raay likewise rewetnber their ohligation,

n the last Degree spoken of in thir valume, the Candidate sweara

{o give his Brother the preference in all his business. Thid pre-
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¢ept.of the Order will probably act more directly againgt. the ter-,

4

est. and :welfave of the reat of the community,than any other. 'Fle,
circumstance ol g few friendy agreging and. promiging 19 agsist %1‘-%
other in business, is a.*ni_atteg f daily ocqurrence,: with which I
piesume no.one will, find 1ault. But whep alarge socigty 8 formed,
composed of men whe Enpw cach other only. by secret; signg. anyl
tokens, and. are sworp to assist each other in ‘busipess. extends:
itself over the whole country, it becomes a matter, of. gspeeinl
importance to business men ot all ¢lasses. If chartered compantes,
whose business extends only over a single county or state, are
things to be feared in a manufacturing or commercial comnmunity,
how much more is that * chartered iniquity” tv be feared which
spreads itself not vuly ever a single county, or state, er country,
but over the whole globe, with its members sworn to assist eacis
other, and with itd mjnions stationed in every city and village ?
The unipitiated tradesman can only expect the custom which his
good character and attention to buriness will bring, and the kind-
ness of his friends will give. The initiated tradesman stands an
eqqual chance with the uninitiated for irregular business, but he has
this advantage over him——he has a whole host of sworn Brethrea
to throw work into his hands, and to recommend and direct
strangers to hiin, who otherwise might have gone to the untram-
melled citizen. This circumstance may explain to many how it
happens that soine of their business triends succeed so wmuch better
than themselves. | |

" ‘The reader will mark, that wherever an allusion is made to our
Saviour, that part is stricken out.  This bas been dune in order
that Jews a3 well as Christians may share the advantages of the
Society. What strong claims this bustard duughter of the «Haud-
maid” has to the character of a religious assuciation: |
'"Another evi] arising feem this combivation, not from the Ghli-
gaﬁansh;:d Lectures, but collaterall ya 18 the pelitical influence it
18 cﬁ]ﬁ:ableﬁiof exercising. 1 kpow several gentlemen of pretty high
political "standing, who I verily believe joined the Order for no
other purposé than to gain the votes of the Brethren, aud they have
not been disippointed. ‘They (the members) vote, I may say,
almost unanimously on one side or the other—they never split,
but always go in a body. Many, very many of them, look on

litics as a kind of business; and as they are bound to give thuir-

rother the preference in business, they consider themseives
bound to give him their vote when a candidate.® The Ludge is a
fine place for the trickery of the demagogue.

One word as to the anonymous authorship of this work. When

I had made up my mind to expose (Odd Fellowship, 1 intended to
do 80 under my own name, ip &ome one of the public journals. I
consulted some of my friends about it, and was advised to publish
it in book form. This 1 thought would be the better plan, as every
mun might then carry the wonderful mystery in this pocket. But
at the urgent request of some, whose wighes I could not disregard,
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'jﬂf ty. By ublmh it with my name, they
rath of the’ Order \d be poured .upon my
head, and the vengeance of: the society mput'me mg with the eager-
ress of a bloodhound; while 1f I should ‘publtish it anonymously,
thers were thousands of ‘the m q?berg who 'woul@eembrace the op-

rtunity the J have long wished for, and cowie ouﬁ?d acknow-
edg its truth. This rmonmg vas planslble, and Ivhave acted

e _ .

§ put it out an
uud' the viais ¢




AN EXPOSURE, &.
-

The officers of an Qdd Fellow’s Lodge consist of a Nuble Grand,
xith his Right and Left hand ‘Supporters. Vice Grand, with his

ight and Left hand: Supporters, Senior Warden, Junior Warden,
Conductor, two Scene Supporters, Inside Guardian, Outside Guard-
wan, Secretary, Assistant Secretary, and Treasurer.

OPENING QF A LODGE.

At the time of .opeping the lodge, the Noble Grand takes his seat,
and calls the lodge to order by giving oge rap with a mallet, and
says, ¢ Officers, take your régpep:ivé situatiops; Guardian, close the
door; Warden, examine the brethrep in the lodge that are unknown
to you.”” The Warden examines and reporty, “all correct, Noble
Grand” - - 7 | L

N. G. “Vice Grand, what is your duty in the lodge?”

V, G.” % Toact in conjunction with you, to restrain every impro-
per sentiment or song, to enforce in your. absence a due observance
of the laws, and to keep 3 guard over the conduct of brethren dur-

ing lodge bours.” "

N. G, ¢ Vice Grand, examine your Supporters.”

V. G. “Right Hand Supporter, what is your cuty in the lodge?”’

R. H. 8. ¢« To officiste occasjonally in your absence, during ludge
hours.”’ e R

¥ b

V. G. ‘¢ Left Hand Supporter,. what ‘18 your duty in the lodge ¢’

L. H. 8. “To act in copjunction with your Right Hand Sup™-
porter, and’ to oﬁ_ciap occasicnally m his abeence.;

V. G. ¢ My Supporters are correct, Noblg Grand.”

N. G. “Becretary, what is your duty in the lodge ?’’

8. « To be faithful in the accounts, maintaining the same without
prejudice or partiality.” o

N. G. «“Warden, what {3 your duty in the lodge i”’

W. «“To examine the brethren with circumspection before the
lodge is opened; to give the charge of my office at the initiation of
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a Lrother; to place and replace the regalia in a careful way, and, re-
port any damage that may be made on them to you, Noble Grand.™

N. G. «Right Hand Smpporten what is your duty in the lodge?”

R. H. 8. «To support’ yﬁu n keepmg peace and good order; to

execule your eoramands ; to agsist 9t the initidtion ; and to and,
close the ladge in due form.”’ B

N. G. «'Left Hacd Supporter, what is your duty in the lodger”

L. H 8 «To ofﬁcmte occamonally in the ahsence of you.-r Rnght
Hend Supporter S

v

NOBLE, GRANE'S CHARGE.

N. & +Vice Graod, officers and bmther&, i hn - and - expeet,
each officer will do his duty, and that the brothers mll be stendy and’
attentive to the business, barmony, or sentimems of the eveniug, so
shat we may not be under the necessity of enforeing the restrictive
laws or fines It is a duty incumbeant on the Noble Grand to admit
no brothes “Eho has not réceived the. password of the cuirent guarter;
10 _|udgo tmparticlly, without prejudicg or favour, of every transpc-
tion ; sod I"mm thit all will &t with prodebes, 12] angl lhgrgri;y,
as on these principles dupend our huppiness and comfort, keep
wiew that philanthropic pkineiple by which we hail eaqh oiher n$
brothers, regarding odr lodge as cdr family, whose nctions make
men sogial and bumane. Vide Grand, éﬂ‘iéers and brothers, ¥ mli
#haak you to be stmdmg, a.nd assist my Right Hand Supponer io
epen the lodge.”

AH cise, and the following mg 19 mpg, to, ghp tune ot' “Soota

wha ha’e wi’ Wallece blod,” or Mvpl-ly noh, )

¢ Attend, most ancient brothers,

For honour o’er us hovers;

Attend, most ancient.beothers,
For honour’s court 18 here,

The man that honour binds not
A welcome with us finds not ;
The man that honour binds not
Can neves euler bere.

% The man thnt honoar holds dear
Alone a welconie finds here;
The man that honour holds denr

Alone ©an entor bere.

“ Oyr motto’s mirth and harmony,
Friendship, trath, and umity; '
Our motto s mirth and harmony,
In brotherhood combined.”
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R. H. 8 «By the dedre of our Noble Grand, I declare this lodge
‘Quly openedintil ten o’clock this'evening, for the transaction of such
'bﬂsmﬁm xs indy be brought before the ladge, and for the diffusion
of the princi ples of henevolence and charity,”

All mog,—<*Which nobody can deny »

N, G. “Brother Secretary, I will thank you to read the proceed-
inge of our last ststed meecting.”

Becrétary reads, ,
« Philadelphia July 4th, 1852.

~ Ata stated meeting of Lodge No.—, held on the above date,
Yodge opened at the usual hour for the transaction of business.

Officors praseni, *
Divip Hopgixs, Noble Grand:.
Jonx ‘Tomrins, Vice Grand.
JosEpH (rooskQuiLL, Secretary.

James PeN, Assistant Secretary.
Jonathir Casn, Treasurer.

Minites of last stated meeting were read and approved. . A pefi-
tion was resd, signed by Joha Palefuce, praying to become & mem-
ber, if found worthy which was referred to Jobn Tmnkins, Andrew
Yohnston and Timothy Noddle, to. maks the necessary inquiries.
thmg more bewng oﬂ‘ewd the lodge closed in friendship and har
Mooy-

yAtfeut, Josern GoosequiILy, Sccretary.

N G. “‘Brather Secrgtary, what is the first business to be acted
on thw evening

u’]_‘he peuuon "ﬂ 3%’111:1 Paleface. ”’

N. G. +Is the committeo ready Eore.part on that petition : 2
s. ¢«'They are, Noble Grand.”

N. G. “Please to read that report. »

if flha repo rt is favourable, the candidate is ballotted for, and if
elecled. ha 8 brought into the preparing room, where the Foilowms
oath is administered to bin by some person appointed for that pur-

pose.
¢¢], John Paleface, in the pl‘eaenca of Alnighty God, do declare,
and most solemaly swear, that I have not any bodlly infirmities
"which rendar e incapable of following my usual occupation, aad
that I do “enjoy ‘such a”state of health as cnables me to obtain for
" oiyeelif-and family an honest living. So help me God.” (Kisses

- ihe boek.)

. “The candidate is divested of coat, blindfolded, and led to the door
of the lodge, abd his conductor gives obe rup. One says from w th-
‘in—t'who conies there ?” Answer—¢a person who is desirous of
“Beboming & thember of the Independent Order of Cdd Fellows.”
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vy
This is reported to the Vice Grand, who says-¢admit him.’
'The door is opened, and he is led into the lodge by the two Scene
Bupporters, and is met by the Conductor, who, taking him by the
shdéulder, says,--‘‘stand. (rive me your right hand. Come, come,
prepare, prepare, for dust thou art, and unto dust thou shalt return.
Go down on your right kned, (Here the candidate is led to the
centre of the room, and is caused to kneel on a chain, which is kept
for that purpose.) Now, presumtuous mortal, where is thy great-
ness? Low; level with the earth. This is the state of man—to-day
the tender bud of Lope puts forth—to morrow it blossoms; honour
und riches crowd thick upon him; but the third day there comes a
frost, a killing frost, and when folly assured that his greatness is
ripened to perfection, he is cut down as the grass, and falls, as you
now have .done. Arise, aris», and through the dreadfil track you
have to pass, shew me the fortitude becoming & man ; for if the fa-
therless chiidren or the widow you have wronged, or against your
neighbour evil done, now is the time when déep remorse of con. .
acience shall pierce vour heart as with a two-edged sword, l'mci
thoughts of blackest hue stir up your soul. Quick, the emblematic
chnin prepare;—prepare; be ready at a wordi—now bind the victim
to the stake.—(At the same time the éandidate has a chain thrown
around his neck.)—Mark now the agonizing groans of those already
tortured in despair.—(All groan three times.)—No refuge for the
stranger can be found. There is water on your right, fire.on your
left; hdhind yon thére is a yawning gulf, and ‘befure you & sharp-
pointed instrument of death.—(At this time there is a_spear or dart
pressed against the candidate’s breast.)—Brothers, behold, this vie-
tim at our mercy stands: shall we proceed in "thése our sacred rites,
or shall I mercy show?—(All groan ‘mercy show,’ three times.)- -
Then merey 1 will show, but first a solemn warning give.”

The candidate is then led into a recess, where the Conductar
rsks, « What dg you desire mosi at thia time ? He is prompted
to say ¢+ Light.?* |

Conductor.—+1f vou had ;light; would you kilow the person whd
recommended von r¥

Candidate.— Yes.” (The bandage is then removetl from hig
eves. )

Conductor.—<¢¢ I8 that he $** (At the same time pointing to the
death scene.)

First Sczne Supporier reads.—~4Child of mortality, whence
comest thon? Why is thy countenance sad with weeping ”’

Sécond Scene Supporter.—¢¢1 have seen fhe rose in its beauty
8pread 1t3" leaved to the worning sun. I returned, and behold it
was dying upon the stalk—the grace and form of it were gone—
its loveliness had vanished away-—its leaves were scattered to the
ground, and no dne gathered them again. [ have seen man in the
pride of his strength—his cheeks glowed with beauty, his limbs
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were full of ‘activity; he walked, he ran, he leaped—he rejoiced that
he was more excellont than the roze. [ returned, and old hife
was departed from him, and the breath from out his nostrilg-—therefore
do ] weepn, beexuse death is in the world; the spoiler is amongss the
works of the Almighty. Alas! all that is made must be destroyed!
All that is born must die! Therelore, I will yet weep a little lon-
ger.” (He ia blindfolded again.)

Lirst Scene Supporter. ¢ It 18 appointed unto man once to die,
and after.death to come to judgmenc; therefore, if thou prove deceit-
ful, remetmber, remember thy end!”

Conductor. +I' will now introduce you to our Senior Warden.
He is old and feeble: you will assist him to rise, and answer such
questions as he may ask.”

The Warden is seated is an arm chair, and has on a clook, to-
gether ‘with a hideous looking mask, and a broad brimmed hat.
The candidate has the bandage taken off, and assists him {o rise.

Warden. “Stand, presumtious mortal. How old are you?”
Candidate. *“Twenty-five.”

W. “What trade, profession, or calling are you?”
C. ¢A coal-digger.”

W, “Well, then, be serious while I address you nsa man. Old
am) fveble as I am, 1 'have one well-known maxim to impress upon
our mind. At all times, ages and seascns, the wisest and best of men
1ave been Odd Fellows, and remain as such to the present day.
The foundation stove was laid by our forefather Adam, and still
remains ungullied; and it is by such well recoinmended candidates
as you are, who I hope and trust will become pillars and orna-
ments of “our Order, whose moral precepts, if strictly attended to,
nrul acted upon, will exalt your character amongall good men. 1
.will now cause you to be introduced to our worthy Vice Grand.
Conductor, conduct him to the Vice Grand.”
The caudidate 1s blindlolded again, and led tc the front of the
Vice Grand’s seat. |

V. G. +Stranger you have entered within these sacred walls.
You are never to make known the secrels of this Order, or make
any discovery to any person or persons, upon any pretence, or for
any purpose. Will you comply with these rules r”’

C. of willl?
V. G. “Restore him to light and liberty.”

The Vice Grand is dressed in a blue cloak, blue cap, and mask.

V. G. «Place your left hand upon that sacred hook, and your
right hand upon your naked Jeft breast, and repeat after me a so-
lemn bath, beginning with your name.

«f, John Paleface, will never communicate the signs, tokens,
passwords, or gripe, belonging to the Independent Order of Odd
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. ‘?!hfws‘r- 'That if #0y books or papers, containing any thing reldt:
ing to. the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, should be placed
in my pessession, 1 will never expose or lend them to any person
or persons not legally qualified to receive them. - Shouid 1 here-
after be thought wurthy of receivitg any or all-of the higher de-
grees in_this Order, I will never communicate the same to. uny
who are not legally qualified to receive the same. .

[ further do swear that I will support and abide by the by-
“1aws, rules, and regulations of this lodge, of-the Grand ge of
the ludependent Order of Odd Fellows of the Biate of Pennsyl-
vania, or any other Grand or Working Liodge.to which I may be’
ubtached, and that I will not comupunicate the: quarterly, travel-
ing or other passwords, to any . person or persops not legally au-
thorized to receive the same. [ also do swear that: I will not
wrong & brother or sce him wronged, without apprizing him of
approaching danger. | .
¢Should I be expelled, or voluntarily leave this society, 1 will
consider this oath as binding out of the Orderas init. So-living,
if shall live with me, and dying it shall die with me. - So help me

God fo keep me steadfast in this my solemn oath:” (Kisses the
book.) a

VICE GIRAND’S CHARGE.

V. G. ¢Stranger, you have eatered into a society that is far
more sacred and important than you might at first imagiae. It i3
quite conformable to law, religion, and sound mdrality; nor dogs
it permit of any thing contrary to the allegiance we owe tu our
country, or the duty we owe to ourselves. Let sebriety and good
conduct procure you the piaise and esteem of your family and
friends. Let strict caution guard you from makiong any uedue
discoVeries to the uninformed, so that by your exemplary virtue,
you may convince the werld that merit alone is the qaalification
of an Odd Fellow., We are Odd Fellows, Odd Fetlows enly,
when we act and speak likc honest men.

‘1 will now recommend you to our Noble Grand, who will fur-
ther initiate you into the mysterics of vur honourable institution; and
I hope your conduct after your initistion will be such as to give us
plgasure In having accepted so worthy a character as a brother.

« Conductor, cqnduct him to the Noble Grand’s Right Hamd
Supperter, to be introduced tv the Noble Grand,”

The candidate is copducted round the room, and the following
Pnes are sung, to the tune of ¢+*God save the King:”

¢ Brothers, attentive stand
While our most Noble Grand

Gives you the charge.
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‘e bonds of seciety,

In friendship and harmony,
Hopuur and secrecy,

- With us uuifp.

¢ Brother, you have naught to fear,
‘f'rue honour’s court is here,
Love, mirth, and joy. _
Friendship here abounds,
Honour and secresy crowns,
While everi‘voice resounds.

Hail, hberty.”

'the candidate is halted in front of the Noble Grand’s seat, whao
ig concealed by a cortain. ' The Noble Grand i@ dressed in a
searlet cloak, scarlet cap and mask. ‘

Conductor éays, “ Brother Right Hand Supporter, a sfranger
wishes to be introduced to the Noble Grand.” |
R. H. §. ¢ Brother Left Hand Supporter, is the Noble Grand
gogaged ©7 |
L. H S. «“Heis.”
R, H. S, ¢ It is business of importance.”’
L. H. 8, ¢ Then he may be disturbed.”
, -Thq Righl Hand Sur[:[poi-ter then goes behind. the curtains and
says, ¢ Nuble Grand, Noble Grand, Noble Graad, (lhree times,)
a stranger stands before you.” *
N. (. -(With surprise.) ‘¢ A stranger stands before me ! How
gained that stranger admittance within these sacred walls P
R. H, §. ¢« By the recommendation of two worthy Brothers,
anid peemission of the Vice Grand.”
N. G. ¢+ Has he taken upon hiwseif that serious, splemn, and.
binding obligation £
" R. H. S, “He hss, Noble Grand.”
N, G. t Ther let him be introduced to me.”
The curtain is thrown aside, and the candidate is introduced.

- N, G, ¢t He looks like an Odd Fellow already; and I make no

doubt, under qur present disguise, you take us for such. Do you,

my friend £’ — |
ﬁm- “, YEB-?’

N. G. ¢ Then learn by this not to judge men by their external
appearsnce, lest they, like us at this tune, should deseive 'inu.,
Take 2 walk aronud the room, and <ce if you koow any ot thoee
airclent aud vencrabie loohtong taces.”

!
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PAN the members are dressed in masks, which ¢ grin a ghastly

snjile.” The caud 'ate is led around the yoom, and is brought
again o the Nobie Grand’s seat. |

N. G, ¢ Go down on your knees, and fix {(mr eyes steadfast on

the ﬂt;{,lr until you hear thg sound of the mallet, and then yqu will
arise,

Candidate kneels as directed, all unmask, snd candidate rises.

N. G. «To fulfil the duties you have undertaken, you must
relieve the distressed of your Tellow creatures as far as in your
gower lies, without injury to yourseif, family, or connexions.

ou are to do all the good you can for.mankind, but more particu-.
larly to all the brethren of this order. By a strict observauce of
these rules you will maintain a good reputation, which is the pecu-
liar characteristic of every good Odd Fellow. We have four signs.
ln‘-this Order, viz: the enter sign, couater 8ign, *pmqrd' and

ip~—~(Here the signs are explained, as follows, by the Noble
nd.}—To all well regulated Lodges of Odd Fellows there are
two doors to enter. At the first dooc you will Fiv'e_ one Fap, with
the first part of the password. (The password. is not given in the
lodge room, but is given to him in the preparing.room, by.the con-
ductor, after he is initiated.) At the second door you will give.
three raps, with the second part of the password. (‘The password
18 divided into ' two parts, more properly termed *a password and
explanation.’) The counter sign is E:-med by extend‘fng* the whole
Iqu, (open, ) and placing the points of the fingers upon the mouth,
which denctes silence-p%acing the point of .the fore finger to the
corner of the right eye, which denotes the ali-seeing eye ‘of the
Almighty, and letting the hand {all, as a mark of respect. © There is
another sign.made use of in Eurdpe, but notin America. It is
formed by passing the fore finger of the right hand over the biidge.
of the nose, and %etting it drop upon the left breast—the meafing
of which is, upon my honour I never have, nor never will divulge
the secrets of Odd Fellowship. The grip is formed by extending
the two fore fingers of . the right hand, and taking hold of two ex-
tended in the same manner, and placing the thywb. between the
points of the fingers—which forms a link which neyer has been
biroken, and I hope will never be by you, my brother. 'With these
8igns you can gain admittance into this or any other lodge of the
Independent Order of 0dd Fellows throughout the globe, proviged
you strictly adhere to its principles. Upon ente éﬂg or leﬂ'ﬂﬂﬁ
the lOnge, you must make your obedience to the Noblg Grand an
Vice Grand, hy giving them the counter sign. - And here I-beg
leave to remin you, that by the voice of this lodge, youhiave been

elected a brother and member of the Aucient lndepelidéﬂl Ovder
of Odd Fellows.

. "‘,l:ét- It is ancient, becavse we can trace its existence from
time immemorial.
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“ Qnd. {tis beneligial, because one of its most important fea.
tures is charity, in ifgfallest extent, towards its members; nor is a
tleserving brother ever sent empty away.

¢ 8d. It inculcates morality, while it admits of the enjoyment
of ionecent copviviality; and all these are strictly incuicated by
certain well-known signs and tokefs, & part of which you -have
Just wiinesied; and the reasun that you have been so dealt with,
18 that it may have an indelible impression upen your mind. You
are ' now / entitled g all” the rights and privileges of the order,
whieh are . guaranteed to you by its laws and customs. We also
clain the privilege of watching over your deportment, not only
In the Jodge, but during your intercourse with the community at
large, I wish you joy in becoming an Odd Fellow. May iyou
live lang, and die a good fellow; and when you depart this life,
and are separated from this terrestrial lodge, may you carry with

ot that passport that shall gain you admittance into the celestial
ofige pbove. . You will now retorn with the conductor into the
preparing reom, and be invested with what you were divested of,
receive the quarterly password, and return and take your seat.””

if there is no :further business to be acled on, they proceed to
clyse the lodge as follows:

- N G s ¥ice Grand, officers, and brothers, I will thank yoy
th'l;: standiug, and assist my Right Hand Supporter te close this
oidge.”. R

R. H. 8. ¢« By the desire of the Noble Grand, I declare this
ludge closed until this night week, when it will be re-opened
(ag?liu) for the transaction of guch business as may be brought
before the ladge, and for the diffusion of the principles of heneve-
jence and charity.”

- All sing—¢ Which nobody caa deny.’?
N. G. ¢« Vice Grand, what is your last duty in the lodge?”

L

V. G. +“To thgnk the brothers for their polite attentien this

gvening, and request the company of as mapy as can make it conve-
ntent to.attend on any luture eveniug.”” -

N. G. ¢ Warden, what is your last duty?

W. 4 Tq collect the regalia, and place (it) in its proper place.”
'N. G. ¢ Ingide Guardian, what is your last duty?®

L G, ¢ T'o ypen the door, and let the brethren depart in peace.”

N. G. ] would thank you to attend to that duty.”
1 G, ¥ willp”
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OBLIGATIONS.

Obligalion lo be adinenistered to a Nohls Grand affer he iz elecleds
wnil previous lo luy taking the chair,

“], A. N.,in the presence of Almighty God, do promise,
decluve, and swear, that I will perform the daties of Noble Grand:
of this Judge until. the end. of the present quarter. -1 witl judpe
of every transaction that -comes before meé withoit  prejudice or
partishity. 1 will preserve order and decorum in the lodge. L
furlthermore do swear that [ will- support (and.abide by). the con-
stitution, by-laws, rules, and regulations of the Gpand Lodge of
the Indepeudent order of 'Odd Fellows of the state of - Pennsyl-
vania—also the copstitution and by-laws of this lodge—and should.
the Gramd Master direct, 1 will deliver the warrant or dispensa-
tion to the Grand Master, or his representative. Al this 1
promise. to fullil, unless prevented by sicknesg, or some othes
unavoidable occurrence.  So bhelp, me God.” (Kisses the book.)

Ubligation to be udministered to g Vice Grand afler I is elecied,
and previous Lo his taking the charr. ‘

‘“1, A. N., in the presence of Almighty Ged, do protoise,
declare, and swear, that 1 will perform the duties of Vice Grand’
of this lodge until the end of the present quarter, and iu the.
absence of the Noble Grand, perform, all the duties he has obhi-
suted himself to do; and that 1 will restrain every Lnproper senti-
wicnt or sony, and will strictly administer the obligations, to the
candidates {or membership. So help me God:”?  (Kisses the
(buok.} o v |

Obligation to be administered (o « Secreiary after he has been eloct-~
ed, and previous Lo his taking his seat as Secrdury of a Lodge.

“[, A. N., in the presence of Almighty God, do promise, de-
clare, and sweur, that [ will perforin the duties of Secretary of this
lodge until the cad of the present quarter. 1 will Keep accurate
minutes of the transactions of this lodge. T will keep correctl
the accounts between the lodge and its members. 1 will pay all
mouies in my hands to the treasurer, taking his geceipt for the
sume; and 1 will, a8 soon as practicable, forwaid to the treasuver
copies of all resolutions autborizing drafts of, mopey on hm,

ot L turthermaore do swear, that 1 will not wrung this lodge, or a
brouther, to the value of any thing; and that I wiil deliver all bouks
and papers to my successor i ollice, and perform such other du-
Iit‘ﬁkaﬁ the lodge way veguire. So help me Ged.”?  (Kisses the
Luuk., )
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lbeeration to he administered to a Lreasures ofter he s eleeted, and
previous to his taking his scal as Lreasurer of a Lodge.

o [, A. N, in thiSgbience of Almighty God, do promise, de-
clare, aivd swear, 1hAt" 1w1|1 perform the duties of "L'reusurer of
this lodge until the end of the present quarter. [ will pay all o
ders Jrawn on 'me'by the Noble Grand, or committee daly aunthor-
1z¢d, after having received frowm the Secretary copies of resolutions
authorizing the same. | | - .

~¢¢ 4 furthermore do swear, that 1 will not wrong this lodge to the
value of any thing, aud that I will dceliver all books and papers
and pay all monies in my hands to my successor in office. So help
me God.”” (Kisses the book.)

A DEGREE LODGE OF 0BRD FELLOWS.

. The officcrs of a depree Im]gc of (0dd Fellows, consist of a
High Priest, a Deputy High Priest, AsSistant High Priest, Svcre-
tary, Treasurer, Warden, and Conductor.

 After the lidge is opened, it there be any brother in waiting to
receive degrees, the following certilicate is read by the Secretary,
(whicli- the brother must receive from a subordinate lodge. )

« M. Lodge, No. —, of the Independent Ovder. of Qdd Fellows:
To the High Priest, Deputy High Priest, Assistant Uigh Priest,
ufficers and members -MJ Degree Lodpe No. .  Thisis to certi-
fy, that brother John Cornskin, being duly qualifiecd for the first
:ly"grec,' has been elected to the same in this lodge, confurmable to
the laws znd regulations of eur Order.

JUOHN ODD, Noble Grand.
| - Attest,~=Joux Guoskquiry, Secretary.
April 12, 1834.”

The brother is then brought in, and, previous to receiving the
degree, the fullowing oath 18 administered v him by the 1ligh
Priest: '

“1, —iney Of my own free will and accord, and in the
presence of Alwmighty God, declare, and solemuly swear, that' |
will hail, conceal, und never revesl, to any person or persons, uny
of the secrets or mystenies of Odd ellowship that are now, or
inay be at any other timne, detivered unto me, except it may he
unfo a just. and lawful brother, or tn 4 just and lawful lodge of
brothers, he or'they whom 1 shall fiud su to be, alter due trial and
examination. I also further swear, that 1 will not write ity print i,
stump it, stain 1ty cut it, ndent ity or wadite 3t upon any i

L
-
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oveable or immoveable, dnder thé high tiwopy of Hémfén, s
that the least character or letter be unh obtained All

this I swear, without any hesitation, =-‘f;;fi fodervation; or aelf-
#vasion of mind in me whatever, upder no less pénalty than
having, first, my lower jAw severed from my face; my bady di-

vided into four quarters, and burnt to ashes, and scattered tn the
four quartérs of the globe, so that nat the east vestige of ‘sich a
vile wretch may remain. 8o help me God to keep me steadfast in

this my obligation of the first degree, into which { am now enter-
ing.” (Kiases the book.) -

LECTURES OF THE FIRST DEGREE.

-_

LECTURE L

A. H, P.—~W ho was the first founder of 0dd Fellawship ?
D. H. P~The Almighty and Supreme Grand Aichitect of the
Universe.

&. Who was the first Odd Fellow ?

A. Adam, whom God created, and endowed with mental fac.
ulties superior to all other earthly creatures.

Q. What were the commands of God to Adam?

A. That he should act with humanity and kindness tnwards
the numerous created beings aver whom he had the supreme con-
trol, which taught him, united by increase of society, to live in
brotherly love with all his fellow creatures.

Q. What did God for Adam P
A. Fioding him solitary, and alone, he created for him ap
helpmate, an they begat children, and peapled the earth.

@. Ag this is the antiquity of the order, what are the dutms
of Odd Fellows of the present day?

A. The laws of Odd Fellowship teach us to unite ourselves
together in the bonds aof brotherly love.

Q. How are we to show this duty of our order?

4. By meeting together as brothers, and, in cases of aftliction
or distress, to relieve the sufferings of each othi-r, and administer
all the consolation and cumfort we can to the afilicted.

Q. What arc the duties of brotherly associates ?
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A By ﬁequenuw&g together as brothers, and members of .
one grand family, th¥eby cultivating the seeds of friendship and
brotherly love, -and thas ‘becoming worthy members of society,
living.ever respected, nnd dying in hopes of. eternal bliss beyond-
the grave. - -

. &. ?What' do the-duties of-Odd Fellowsliip- enjoin us to per-
ormr '

A. They enjoin us to a.strict adherence to temperance, sobriety,
and chastity.

Q. What is temperancey sobriety, and chastity?

A. A well regulated employment of our faculties, which pre-
vents our ever exceeding in our pleasures the end of our nature.

Q. Why do our laws enjoin. temperance P

A. Because it has a powerful aseendency over us: 1t produces
peace of mind and heaith of body, and teaches us to delight in

combating our passions; and fo glory in conquering evil habits;
thus we grow ol free from: sickness, and enjoy with

* ‘good humour
the comforts which furtane or industry Mas. procured for-us.
. To what light do our laws consider drunkenness ?

A. As the vilest-and most permeious of all vices, The drunk-
ard, deprived of the sende of reasorn given him by God, profanes
the gift of divinity, and lowers himsell to the condition of brutes:

incapable of divecting his *atefps,,he totters and falls—he wounds
himself, and endungers his file—his weakness in this respect ren-

ders him the plaything and scorn of all around him—he contracts
ruinous engagemaents, and neglects the management of his affairs,
fills his house with trouble, and concludes by a premature death,
or an oid age comfortiess:and direased.

Q. Do our laws forbid the use of wine?
A. No: they ooly forbid the abuse of it.
@. What do our laws require us to pesform ?

A. To pay all due respect to our officers, a3 our parents and -
guardians; ‘to obey their reasonable injunctions; to receive their

instructions; and to the utmost of our power to assist them with
our advice and suppont. .

Q. Who are the chief officers of the lodge?
A. The Noble Grand and Vice Grand.
Q. What are the dutiés of the Noble Grand?

A. To preside. over us. as the head of a family, and to admin-
ister with imnpartiality und justice the F)od of whattver laws bind

us together in the bonds of bretherly love and union; to protect

every brother from the insults of the imprudent; to check the

unwary in the breach of our Jaws; and to preserve the order of
7
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~ our meetings, that we may thereby be enabled: to meef in unity,
“peace, and rotherly love. g

The High Priest lere gives the sign, by taking hold of the chin
with the thumb and fors finger of the tight hand.” (This las

" reference to the penalty in the obligation.)
The password 18 Fides.

l_--ﬂh-

LECTURE 1L

M. H. P. What are the chief attributes of our institution?
D. H. P. Benevolence, brotherly-love, and charity.

Q. What are we to-understand by benevolence?

4. Benevolence is the source of alt good actions. -The man ot
benevolence extends his aid to all mankind; his heart is open,
tender,-and sympash.atic; he' feels for. the distrésses of his fellow-
creatures; heals the’iounds of the afflicted /by his kindness;
fortifies the mind of the weak by his example and salutary advice;
and administers the balm of charity to those whose distress calls
for his aid and support. Kree from the wiles of the wicked, he is

the true {riend of all the free, affable, and good. - ~

§. What are the next attributes of our order |
A. To unite ourselves in the bonds of friendship and brotherly

fove. e

¢. How are we to show thaese duties of eur instiution?— - -

4. By frequently meeting together in the bonds of friendship
and untty: we thus become mutually interested in the welfare of
every individual of our fraternity-—uoue general {eeling warms the
bosomn of all, and a generous sympathy emanates from the heart
of every Qdd Fellow—all are equally anxious to relieve an afflicted
brother. Bound by the ties of brotherly love, and cemented to-
gether by the moral precepts of our order, we pursue the paths of
secrecy and morality, and live in friendshipand brotherly love.
By our secrecy we wish not to cloak our sins, but 10 make more
durable that unity, which we cherish #s a blessing and gift from
ieaven. Qur moral conduct must be regulated by the laws of
God, which will always tesch us that if we act upright, to the
precepts of that great and universal law, (whatsoever ye would
that men should should do nnto you, do ye even so uato them,)
we cannot be far in error; for friendship is the gredtest of all
earthly blessings, and ought to be cherished among us as one of
the first objects of our institution. Brotherly love must mutually
be the companion of friendship. Bound in these bonds of lugu-
rous pleasure, no human poewer can sow the seeds-of discord

among us,”
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- @. What are the attributes of charityr
A. Virtue, morality, and love.

¢. From whence flows charity?

A. Charity 8prings from -the heart, softens {lre mind, and
- excites to good - aotiens. From acts of charity flow the most
sublime pleasurce that can warm the heart—it affurds real satis-
faction to the donor, and rescues the receiver from distress which
no humar foresight could prevent. By such acts we may give
peace, happiness, and content-toa whole ﬁmﬁl{y, which might other-
wise have been everwhelmed in the gulf of misery and despair.
Our charity may often be bestowed on unworthy objects, but this
should not deter us from such acts, otherwise we might confound
the worthy with the unworthy, as it is.impossible to.dive into the
hearts of otherss and hard would be the fate. of many a worthy
object of charity were -we to refuse our boon because we had been
deceived by the artifices of sume despicable wretch, whose con-
science be his owp torment. But how great 13 the pleasure of
doing good to our fellow-creatures? What pleasure can exceed
that of relieving the dJistresses of others? What can more exalt
the dignity of human nature than munificent zcts of charity?
‘The charitable nan enjoys a pleasure-in the good-he does to his
fellow-creatures. 'The objects which have received his assistance
stand as a monument of his goodness. For having done so, God
rewards and blesses bim with that peace the profligate and aban-
doned can never enjoy. He lives in the hearts of those who have
shared his bounty; and iis own censcience tells him he is doing
the dutics of a wan.. Mis house is the mansion of peace, and his
household the objects of content. His grey hairs are crowned
with honour, and he sinks in the .earth, obedient to the will of
God, attended by the prayers of all who knew him, under full
hopes of. a blessed imnmortality. Matured in his wmanners, he is
respected by alt rank—the rich esteem him for his manly actions,
and the poor bless him for his charities. Tis greatest cnjoyment
of the. blessings of this life is the act of doing good to all his
fellow ereatures~ to relieve the distressed is tﬁe chief object of
his ambition. He possesses a mind most serene, and undisturbcgi
by any party. He is a tender husband, an affectionate parent,
and & kind master. Living in peace with all mankind, posseds-
ing their confidence and esteem, he sinks into {he grave regretted
and beloved, in full hopes of a happy immortality in the regions of
- eternal bliss.”

. JEND OF TIIE FIRST DLEGHREE,



THE DEGREE OF THE COVENANT.

Instituted and ixtroduced into Odd Fellowship by the Grand Lodge”
of Maryland, and of the Untied States, Baltimore, November,
96th, 1820. and there nolified as ready, by Grand Muster
Wildey.—Hroteoy Depuly Grand BMaster John Entwisle.

Any brother desirous of taking this degree, must signify the
same in open lodge, and if clear of the books, and thought worthy
by the brothers possessing the knowledge and privileges of the
smid degree, he shall (on ymying the dues of fifty cents) be
mitiated into the solemn Covenant, {which shall be given on the
second Sunday after the degree is given,) and none but such as
have taken the first degree can be admitted as candidates for this.

JA H. P. What is your errand here?

D. H. P. To obtain the privileges of receiving the degree of the
covenant, believing that there is great good to be derived from it.

Q. You are right; there is great good in it; but are you willing
to enter into a eolemn obligation, binding you as long as you
may remain in this world, whether in health, wealth, and pros-
perity, or in sickness, poverty, or distress?

A. T am ready to take any obligation within my power and
means to perform.

The following oath is tien administered to the candidate by the
H. P.—I, A. B,, in the presence of Almighty God, do solemnly
swear never to devulge or betray the secrets of this degree of the
sovenant-—no, not to a brother of ~ny other degree, who has not
taken this; nor will I commit them to writing, printing or engrav-
ing, without the consent, allowance, or command of the High
Priest and brothers of this degree; and [ will, to the best of my
knowledge, and to-the full extent of my power, perform ail the
duties [ am therein instructed to do—s0 hely me God. (Kisses
the book. )

Q. What 18 a covenant?

/. 1 believeit te be a binding contract, between two or more
parties, for the performauce of certain engagements; but I am

desirous tohave a further explanation from you, as I am led to
believe yowcan instruct me in it.

H. P. For your instruction, then, listen attentively to what 1
vow gay. Covenants ard as ancient as the existence of the first
inhabitants of the earth; for the necessities of human natyre are
such as to render every man dependant on his fellow man; and,
in a}} ages, soleinn covenants have been entered into between indi-
viawary, families, and nations; and either party breaking or violat-
g nis undertaking, for eyer deprives himself of the right to the
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privileges which would bave accrued from a consciencious observ-
ance of the same, The first Covenant we read -of, was made
between Almighéy God and Neah, who was the representative of
the inhabitanis of .the world then existing, or who might come
atter.
“ And God spake to"INoah, and-{o his sons with him, saying-—
and I, behold, I establish my covenant with you, and with your
seed after yous and with every living creature that is with you, of
the fowl, of the cattle, andof every beast of the earth with you,
from all that go out of the ark, to every beast of the earth. And
.1 wil] establish my covenant with you; neither shall all flesh he
- cut off any more by the waters of a flood; neither shall there any

more be a fleod to destroy the earth. And Gud said, this is the
token of the covenant which I make between me and you, and
every living creatuse that 18 with you, fer perpetual generations.
1 doset ny bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a token of a cove-
nant between me and the earth; and it shall tome to pass, when
I bring a cloud over the earth that the bow shall be seen in the
cloud; and 1 will Jook upon it, that 1 way remember the ever-
lasting covenant between God and every living creature of all
flesh that is upon the -earth.”’ |

God also made a covenant with -Abraham, called the father of
the faithful. God cailed Abtraham to leave his country, his kindred,
-aml his father's house, promising him, on this conditiou, to make
him the father of many nations, and to cover him with many
biessings; which was renewed when Abraham was ninety years of
aEa, on another condition, viz——the circumcision in the flesh of
the foreskin; and he sliewed the example of fidelity to all who
followed him, inasmuch as he kept the cummandments given to
him sure and unbroken.

The Almighty made his covenants again with the Patriarchs, Pro-
phets, Priests, and Kings of olden times. Consider then how sacred
18 this bond, what a heartand conscience chainingobligation is that
to man, which was regarded as binding by the Supreme ajesty
of the Universe.

The bond of the covenant has been taken between individuals,
families, and nations, for mutual assistance, support, and safety.
Such is the compact existing in Odd Fellowship; and such are the
duties you this Ly bind yourself to the Order, by a covenant, te
perform. Abimelsck, King. of the Philistines, said unto 1sasc, “Let
there now ‘be an oath betwixt.us and thee, and let us make a cove-
nant with thee; that thou wilt do us no hurt, as we have not touched
thee, and as we have done unto thee nething but good, and. have
sent thee away in peace—thou art now the blessed of the Lord”’-~—
and he made them a feast, and they did eat and drink,and they
aroee up betimes in the morning, and sware one to another, and
thely departed in peace.

f there be among you a poor man of one of the brethren, within
.any of .thy gates,in the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee
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thoushalt not hurden thy heart, nor shut thy hand from thy brothers
but thou shalt open thy hand wide, and shall surely lend sufficient
for his need tn that which he wanteth, 'Thou ghalt not see thy bro.
ther’s ox or his sheep go astray, and hide thyselt {rom them; thou
shalt in any case bring them again to thy brother; and if thy bro-
ther be not nigh unto thee, or it thou know him not, then thou shalt
bring it into thine house,and it shall be with thee until thy brother seek
after it, and thou shalt restore it to him againu; in like manner shalt
thou do with his ass; and so shalt thou do with his raiment, and' with
all lost things of thy {brother’s, which he has lost -and thou hast
found, shalt thou do likewise: thou mayest ot hide thyself.: Thou
shalt not sec thy brother’s ass, or ‘his ox, fall down by the way,
and hide thyself from htm; thou shalt surely help himto lift them up
again.
rlg?—’&ttend now to the love of Jonathan and David, and go and do
likewise.

And the soul of Jonathan was linked to the soul of David. and
Jonathan loved him us his own soul.

A. H P. Then Jonathan and David made & covenant, because
he loved him as'his own soul. And Jonathan striped himself of
the robe that was upon him, and gave it to David, and his garments,
even to his sword, and to his bow, and to his girdle. And Saul
spake to Jonathan, his son, and to all his servants, that they should
kill David, but Junathan, Saul’s son, delighted much in David;
and Jonathan told David, saying~—Saul, my father, seeketh to kill
thee; now, therefore, I pray thee, take heed to thyself until marn-
ing, and abide n a secret place, and hide thyself 3 and 1 will
go. out and stand beside my father in the fields, and 1 will
commune with my father of thee; and what [ see, that will 1 tell
thee. And Jonathan spake good of David unto Saul his tather,
aund said unto bim—Let not the xing sin against his servant, against
David; because he hath not sinned against thee, and because hig
works have been to thee-ward very good; for he did put his life
i his hand, and siew the Philistine, and the Lord wrought a great
salvation for Israel; thou sawest it, and didst rejoice; wheretore
then ,wilt thou sin against innocent blood, to slay David without &
cause? And Saul hearkened unto the voice of Jonathan; and
Saul sware, as the Lord liveth, he shall not be slain. And Jona-
than called Biavid, and Jovathan showed him all those things; and
Jonathan breught David to Saul, and he was in his presence as in

tines past,

0. £, P. And atter this, David fled from Natoth, in Ramah, and
came and said bLefore Jonathan—VWhat have I done; what is mine
iniquity; and what ts my sin before thy father, that he seeketh my
life?  And he said unto him-—God forbid! thou shalt not die: be-
hold my father will do nothing, either great or small, but he will
show 1t me; and why should my father hide this thing from met
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Lord liveth, and there 13 but a step between tae and death.  Then
Jonathan said—~Whatsoever thy sou! desireth, I will even do it for
thee. And David answered—Thou shalt deal kindly with thy ser-
vant; for thou hast brought thy sorvant inte a covenant of the Lord
with thee: notwithstanding, if there be in me iniquity, slay me for
thyself, for why shouldst .thou bring me te thy father! - And Jona-
than sa'd-~kar be it from thee: for if I knew certainly that evil
were uo.crmined by my fatherto come upon thee, then would not
I teill you? Then said David to Jonathan—~Who shall tell me?
or what if thy father unswer thee roughly? And Jonathan saud unto
David—Come, let us go out into the ficld. And they. went out both
of them into the feld. And Jonathan satd unto David—0 Lord Guod
of Israel, when I have soundrd my. fathor about to-morrow any
time, or. the third day, and behold, if there be good toward David,
and. I then send not unto thee, and show it thee, the Lord do so,
and much mere, to Jonathan; ‘but if it please my tather to do
thee evil, then will § show it to thee, aund send thee away, that
thou mayest go in peace, and the Lord be with you, ashe hath been
with my father. And thou shalt not only show me, while 1 yet
live, the kindness of the Lprd that 1 die not, but also, thou shalt
not cut off thy kindness from, my house forever; no, not when the
Lord hath cut off the enemies of David, every ounc from the fuce
of the carth. So Jonathan made a covenant with the house of David;
and Jonathan caused David to swear again, becavse he loved him, for be
foved him as.he loved his ownsoul. And Jonathan said to David—"To-
morrow, i the new moon; and thou shalt be missed, because tny
seal will be empty. And when thon hast staid three days, then thou
shalt go down quickly, and come to the place where thou didst hide
thvselt when the business was in hand, and shalt remain by the
stono of Iuzel. And I will shoot three arrows on the side thereof, as
though I shot™at a mark. And behold I will sead alad, saying, go
find out the arrows. If I expressly say unto the lad--Bel:old tho
arrows are on this side of thee, tuke them; then come thou: for
there is peacse to thee, and no hurt, as the Lord liveth. Putif 1
say thus unto the young man~Behol:l the arrows are bevond, thee,
go thy way, for the Lard hath sent thee away. Aund as.touching
the matter which I and. thou have spoken of, behold the Lord be
between thee and me forever. And it came ta pass in the mormuog,
that Joonathaun went out injo the fiell at the timer appointed with
David, and a Jittle lad with him. . And he said unto the lad, Run,
find out now the arsowe which I shoot. And as the lad ran, he. shot
an arrow beyond .him. And when the lad was come to the piace
of the arrow which Jonathan had €hot, Jonathan cried after the lad,
and said—Is not the arrow beyond thee !. And cried after the lad,
Make speed, haste, stay not.  And Jonathan’s Iad gathered up the
arrows, and came to his master. But the lad knew not any thing:
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onlyJonathan and David knew the mattar. And Jenathan gave hie
artiflery unto his lad, and said mdto him, Go, carry them into the
city. And assoon as the lad was gone, David aross out of a place
toward the south, and fell oa-his face to the ground, and bowed
~himself three. times; and they kissed one another, and wept one
with another, until David axceeded. And -~ Jonathan said to David,
Go in poace, forasmuch as'we have swota both of us in the name
of the Lord, saying, the Lord be between me and thee, and between

my seed aud thy seed forever. And he-aruse and departeds and
Jonathan went into "the city. -

H. P. Such are the duties and some of the comsequences of
" the bonds of the covenant. You will place your right hand on
your lett breast, and repeat after me the following solern oath :
‘I, A.B.,inthe presence of Almighty God,and these my covenanted
brothers, do solemnly pledge myself to help and suppdrt my afflicted,
~ distressed, or persecuted brother—to warn him of danger, whether
" it be from his own'imprudence or from the evil desigus of an ene-
my, or from some apparently accideats] cause—to poitit om his ad-
vantage and interest if it should come within my power and knowl-
~ edge 80 to do~-to protect his pioperty—to succour his wife and
family—te defend his character, and-to save his life and limbs if
opportunity-offers. { will receive ihankfully from my brother the
same good offices; and I am hereby solemnily bound in an especial
covenant with those brothers, who can and do truly discover them-
seives as such.” o |
Now place your nand upon the arrows, and repeat further—So
help me Gody and keep me trué and firm in this my covenant bond.”
To enuble you to prove and know a brother of this degree, and
to be proven and known; attend to the toRen, s{gns, pass-word, and
momeatum. ‘The token is the rainbow, which s "remsemaﬂ by
* drawing the right hand in an arch acress tho forehead. 'SIgnR BIE
the arrows of Jonathan, whichi aré formed by clenching the left
hand, in imitation of the -stone Ezel,-avd placing the right hand
across the left, and -pointing ‘with the forefinger. which denotés dan-
ger, that is, that the arrows.are beyand thee; and by placiag . the
point of the fore finger of the right hand ori the joint of the thumb
. uf the left hand, which denotes that the arrows are on this side of thes.
The password is ¢Quiver.” The meaning of which is, that from
thence Jonathan drew his arrows. The answer ‘to the | sword is
mede by throwing the right hand over ths left shoulder, and l.nlﬁng
hold of ‘the lowet part of the ear. This is the mapper in whic
Jonuthan drew the arrows from the quiver. And lastly, the mo-
mentum, whiclf is & bundle of sticks, bound at each end with a baod
~ of iron. 'This represents:the bond of united friendship—yog will
break them—(the candidate irjes to break them, but cannot—he is
" thenpresented with a single stick; which e breake) See then the
" bond of united friendship—beware!of breskiog the .saired engage.
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‘ments you have now made, lest, Jike these sticks, your peace
and happiness be broken, and ruin and destruction follow. And as

touching the matter thou and I have spoken of, behold the Lord be

between this Order and thee foraves. (Al stretch forth their hands,
"mld-ﬂi_l}r’ “SO be it-”)

END OF ThE OOVENANT DEGREE.

THE SECOND DPEGREE, OR ROYAL BLUE.

The candidate, a rod beiog:put in his right hand, is led in solemn
silence to the High Priest.

A. H. P. Whoare you emblematical of ?

D. H. P. The son-in-law of Jethro, Priest ot Midian.
Q. - Where are you sojourniug ?

A. Yo the land of Egypt.

Q. VYvhat is your business there!

A. To relisve my distressed hrethren, and bring them to a land
flowing with milk apd honey.

Q. What is that in yourthand? -

A. A rod; - emblematical’ of that with which our forefather
worked so many miracles.

Q. Are you possssesed of that benevolent. apirit which shene so
conspicgously in our forefither; for recollect-he forsook howour and
riches, to fly .to relieve the distresses of his brethren?

A. I am. ar far as in miy ‘power lieth; for it' a brother is in dis-

tress I ghall foel it # pecwliar pleasure to relieve, to assist, to com-
‘ort, aad sucecour him. - +

H. P. It giveame pleasure to hear of ywur benevolent disposi-
tion, which I trust will contioue to your Jife’s end; and #s it appears
to me you are wisking tohecome acquaintad with the mysteries
- of Odd Fellowship, I shall now administer an vath to you of the

Royal Blue. |

I, A. B.,.da, of n}y-owﬁ*frea willand accord, most -solemnly
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swear, ity the presence of Almighty God, before whom the sacrets
of alt hearts are laid open, and in the presence yf these loyal bro-
thers, that 1 will ot betray either the secrets or signs of the Royal
Blue—no, not to a brother of the first degtee, uniess in a loyal
lodge of brothers, when 1 sce that he is properly initiated into this
degree, or find, upon due examination, that he has been 1nitiated.
Neither will 1 cause it to be done, unless authorized in a legal man-
ner, either in writing, printing, staining, catting, carving, indenting.
or tnditing, or by any means whatsoever under the hirh canepy of
neaven. [also further swear, that I will not wrong bt ., or see him
wronged, without apprising hun of approaching danger.  All this |
swear with a steady determination to fulfil this my solomn engage-.
ment in this my solemn oath..

CHARGE FOR THE SECOND DEGREIL.

0. H. £. Being advanced-to the second degreo of the order, we
congratulate you on your preferment. The internal, and not the
external qualifications of a man, are what Odd Fellowship regards.
As you increase in knowledge, you. will consequently increase in
soctal virtue. As an (ddd Feilow, you arve to study the moral law,
as 1t is confaiped in that sacred: book—to consider it the unerring
standard of truth and justice, aud to regulate your actrons by its
divine precepts. The three. great moral.duties to God, your
neighbour, and yourself, vou are strictly to adhere to. To God,
by 1i’mlding his name in awe- and veneration, viewing him as the
chief guod, imploring his aid in laudable pursuits, and supplicating
his protection on well-ineant endeavours.. To yourself, by not
abusing the bounties of Providence, impairing the faculties by
irregularity, or diseasing the possession by intemperance. 'T'u
yourneightoour, by acting just, and considering him equally enti-
tled with yourself to share the blessings of Providemce~~rendering
uato him those favours, which, in a similatr situation, you wouid
expect to receive from him.. As the solemnities ol our eeremonies
require a serious deportment, you are to be particulady atteutive
to your behaviour im.our regular assemblies—you are to preserve
the secrets inviolable, and induce cthers, by your example, to hold
them 1n due veneration..

“The laws amd regulations of the order you are strenuously to
support and maintain~—-you are not to palliate or aggravate the
offences of your brethren, but in the decision of evg;‘y trespass
against our rules; judge with candour, admonish with' friendship,
and reprehend with mercy. All regular signs and summons,
miven or received, you are duly te honour and putctially cbey,
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inasmuch as they consist with our professed principles. You are
to encourage industry and reward merit—supply the wants and
relieve distresses of brothers, to the utmost of your power and
ability, and on no account .to do them -wrong, or see them
wronged, but to apprize them of approaching danger, and view
their interest as inseparable from your cwn.:

Such is the nature of your engagement, and these duties you
are now bound by the most sacred ties to perform.

The sign is made by clasping the left harnd crosswise with the
right, and locking the thumbs—the answer to the sign is made by
reversing it, or clasping the rizht hand with the left, and locking
the thumbs. The principal sign, or sicn of distress, is given by
clasping the hands and throwing them over the left shoulder, with
i;}[t: words, ¢ Give heed, Oh, ye Heavens!” 'The password 18
Moses.

LECTURE*OF THE:-ROYAL BLUE.

P. What are you?
P. An Odd Fellow.

How may 1 know you to be an Odd Fellow 2

A. H.
D. H.
Q.

A. By sign and token, together with my password.

N. G. Advance your signs. ¥rom whence did you learn these
signs P

A. They are -the signs which the Lord gave to Moses out of the
burning bush, on Mount Horeb.

N. G." What is your token ?
A. Moses® rod:.
Q. Why did you take Moses’ rod as your token

A. Becanse it was appointed by the Lord to be a rod of superior
authority and influence. - |

N. G. Make it appear.

A. Kirst it appeared as a serpent, and showed its superior
authority, by swallawing the gserpents of e magicians; and when
this rod was stretched upon the waters, they became blood through-
out all the land of Egypt, both in vessels of wood, and in vessels
of stone. Also, Moses stretched this rod towards heaven, and the
Lord sent thunder and hail, and fire ran along the ground, so that
there was hail, and . fire mingled with the hail, very grievous
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‘I astly, this wasthe rod wherewith Moses worked ‘so-many miracles
in the presence of Fharoph—the same which divided the Red Sea,
-and smote the Rock of Horeb. ..

Q. What do these mighty wonders teach you ?

A. Never to divulge the mysteries of Odd Fellowship, lest I,

like the Egyptians, become a monument of diviae wrath and vea-
geance.

Q. What else do they teach you?

A. To reverence that eternal, infinite, and incomprehensible
Being, the Creator of all things, who preserves and governs every
thing by his Almighty power and wisdom, and .is the only objeat
of proper worship.

Q. Have you got your password ?

A. ] have.

Q. Will you give it to me
A. I did not obtain-it so myself.

Q. What then do you mean to do with it'r

A. Divide with a brother of the Royal Blue.

N. G. Do you begin.

A. No, you begin.

N. G. «MO?”

A. «SES.” N _

N. G. Why did you take Moses for your password ?

A. Because it was the name of a man whem the Lord chose

and 'appointed to lead the children of lsrael through the Red Sea
to the promised land.

thQ' PArter their -passage through the Red Sea, what became of
em : )

A. They mar¢hed southward along the east side of the western
guiph of the Red Sea, and came to Mcunt Sinai. 'There God, in
.a most tremendous manner, from the midst of the mountain, and
after the most fearful thundering, veutheid them his peculiar peo-

. ple, intimated to them hig laws, and confirmed the authority of

oses, their leader.
Q. What particular-d.d he intimate ?
A. The Ten ' Commandments, and sundry other laws, whereby
- every Odd Fellow should regulate his conduct.
. Did the .Lord give any particular charge concerning dis-
tre?sed brethren ? SR | e e
A+ Yes,
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N. Gi Repeat it.

A. “If thy brother be waxen poor, and fallen into decay with-
thee, then thou shalt relieve him, vea, though he be 4 stranger, or
a sojourner, that he may live, saith the Lord.”

Q. Have you got the principal sign of the Royal Blue?
A. I have.

N. G. Advance it.

Q. Is there not some word particular to-that sign ?
A G H G Y.H.»

Q. What is the use of that sign ?
A. That I may know a brother in distress.

Q. Very good, brother. Can you tell me the reason why Odd
Fellows wear aprons !

A. To put us in mind of the transgression of our first parents;

and to denote their recovery by the great atonement,.God clothed
them with the skins of sacrificed animals.””

Q. What else are they emblematical of ?

A. They are an emblem of the inner covering of the Tabernacle,
which the Lord appointed to be made of rams? skins.

Q. What may we learn from that ?

_A. As the Tabernacie contained the veseels of pure gold, for
the holy services, it teacheth us that, as gnld is the purest of ail
metals, an Odd Fellow should be the purest of all men.

Q. Why sre the aprons white ?

A. Bécause white, being the purest and most slﬁning colour, is
often used to represent what is most pure and glorious.”

Q. What doth it represent ?

A. First, it represents-the Almighty, who is said te be clothed
with a white garment, and hair as white as wool, riding:on a white
eloud, which deuotes his eternal wisdom, and the equity of his.
providential conduct. Secondly, [it represents Christ,. who 18
white, and pure in his godhead, holy, highly exalted, and aboand- -
ing in love. _Lmtl'y,]ﬁ white represents a saint, who is-free from
F“lt and poliution, and is in 2 state of heavenly glory,. wherein
e 18 peaceable, noble, and triumphant.

Q. Can you tell me the reason why Odd Fellows weaw saghes 7
A. As an emblem.”

Q. As an emblem of what ?

% ¢ Give heed, O, ye heavens.”
t All within brackels is omitted.
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A. As an emblem of the curious girdle of the ephod, wherewith
Aaron, the High Priest, was arrayed when judging the twelve
tribes of Israel. ' |

Q. Why are they blue?

A. Because the robe of the ephod; and the lace which suspended
the breast-plate, whereon were engraven the names of the twelve
tribes of Israel, were all blue.

{Q. Why are there roses on the sashes?

A. Toput us in mind of Jesus Christ, who is the rose of Sha-
ron; and it is th+ duty of every Odd Fellow to cling to him,.who
1s of unbounded comeliness, delightfulness, and efficacy. ]

ENF OF THE'S8ECOND DEGREE.

|

|

DEGREE OF REMEMBRANCE.

" YYIRECTIONS.

~ The door being closed, the High Priest, Deputy 1ligh Priest,
and Assistant High Priest having takea their chairs, the Warden
shall examine the brothers in the lodge inthe grip and password of
this degree.

' The brother to be initiated into this degree shall be brotght to
the door of the lodge by the Conductorywho shall give one knock at
the door. *

Guardian says, Y ho comes’ thére?

Conductor. A hrother, whois desirous of receiving the DEgreel of
Rememhmnce,

H.P. Admit hun.
“"H.P. Towhathave you advanced in Odd Fellowship?
A. To the second degree. |

H. P. Conductor, you will examine him in the degrees he has
taken.  (Which being done, Conductor says, All is right, Worth:
Hioh Priest.)
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A.H.P. Have you studied well the principles intended to be im-
planted in your mind by the sublime degrees you have taken?

A. I have.

A. H. P. Be not rash with thy mouth, and let ot thine heart
be hasty to utter any thing befire God, tor God is in heaven, and
thou upon earth; therefore,”let thy words be few,fora dream cometh
by a multitude of businessyand a fool’s voice 1s’known by a multitude
of words.

When thou vowest & vow unto God, defer not to pay it, for He
hath no pleasure in fools. Pay that which thou hast vowed; better
18 it that thou shouldst'not vow, than that thou shouldst vow anid not
pay. Suffer oot thy-mouth: (byany rash vow) to cause thyself to sin,
neither say thou before the aggal (thy brother) it was an error, where-

fore should God be aongry at thy vow, and destroythe work of thine
hands. Fearthou God.

The candidate is then conducted to the High Priest.

" H. P. Inremembrance of the oath and obligations by which you
dre bouad to this honourable order, repeat after me the following oath,
beginning with your name: . |

1, A. B., in the presence of Almighty God, and the brothers of
this degree, do solemnly ewear, that 1 will hold in secrecy the sign,
password, and grip of this Degree of Remembrance; that I will not
give nor reveal, nor allow any. other brother 1n my presence to give
or reveal, the aigd, password, or grip of the said degree; except when
duly elected theretn by brethren duly authorized.  So help me God,
and keep me steadfast in the same.

A. H.P. Hear, ye children; the instructions of a father, and at-
tend, to kaow understanding, for I give you good doctrine, that ye may
rogard discretion, and that your fips may -keep knowledge. Forsake
not my law, for length-of days,; and long life, and peace, shall they
add uato vou. Let not mércy and truth forsake you—bind then
about your neek—write- them on the tables of your Learts, 50 shall
you find favour ard -good understanding in-the sight of Ged. And
hear, for I wilt speak of exvéllent things, and the opening of my lips
shall be right things; for my mouth shall speak trath, and wickedness
is an abomination to my tips: “All the words of my mouth are in
righteousness—there is hothing froward or perverse in them. They
are all plain to him tHd{ understandéth, and right to them that find
knowledge. Hear!!! for I rehearse the words of Wisdom. She
saith : - “

« Receive my instructions, and not silver; and knowledge rather
than fine gold. |

« For wisdom is better than rubics, @nd all things that may be de-
sired may not be compared to it.

‘«« By me kings reign, and princes decrec Justice.
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‘¢ | Jove themthat love mey aud those that seek me early shall find?
me.

¢¢ Now, therefore, hearken unto me, Oh! ye children, for blessed
are they that keep my ways.

¢¢ Hear instruction and be wise, and refuse it not. .
‘¢ Blessed 1s the man that heareth me, watching daily at my gates,.

waiting at the posts of my doors, for whoeo findeth me, findeth life,.
and shal obtain favour of the XEord.” .

H.P. A proud lock, a lying tongue, and hands that shed inno-
eent blood, feet that be swift in.ruaning to mischief; a false witness
that speaketh lies, and him that soweth discord among brethren, arc
abominations {o the Leord. Flee-from evil and cleave to that which
is good. Be honest to your neighbour, by ra&ain%fr‘om imposing
or overreaching him, or becoming possessed of that whichk is not
lawfully your own. By loving, by relieving the waatsof the dis-
tressed in general, but of your brethrenin particular, acting strictly
according to the sclemn obligationsand caths made-before heaven
and earth so to do. Be temperate in the exwrcise of all the powers
and passions of the body and mind, that you hurt not the. circum-
stancesand feelings of any man, but more especially of a brother.
A false balance is an abomination to the Lord, but a just weigat 18
hisdelight. To do justiceand judgment is more acceptable -to the
Lord thap sacirfice. Rob.not the poor, bepoause:he 13 poor~-neither
oppress the afflicted at thy gate. for the Lord will plead their cause.

and spoil the soul of him that speil therem A good man is rather to
be chosen than great riches. |

[
[ ]

a4 .

Be Loviyg..

There ia that scattereth, and yet rocreaseth; and there is that
withholdeth more than is meet, bat it tendeth to poverty. The
liberal soul shall be made fat, and he that ‘watereth shall be
watered also. He that withholdeth corn. the people shall curse
him, but blessings- shall be upon the head of him that selleth.. He:
that giveth to the peor shall not lack, but that he shutteth his eyes
shall have many & eause. | *

Charity suffereth- long, and is-kind——charity envieth poteecha-

rity valueth not itself—1s not puffed up-—seeketh not her own —is.

not easily provoked—~rejojceth not in iniquity, but rejeiceth: in:
the truth~~beareth all things~believeth all things—hopeth all
things—endureth- 2ll {hings—and charity never fatleth,

Be TEMPERATE.

Wine is a mocker—strong drink is raging, and whoever. is
deceived thereby is not wise. He that loveth pleasure shall be a
poor man, and he that loveth wine and ale shall not be rich. Be
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not among wine hibbers, among riotous eaters of flesh, for the
drunkard and glutton shall come to poverty, and drowsiness shall
clothe & man with rags, Who hath woe, who hath sorrow, who
hath cuntentinna?{)vhu hath babbling, who hath wounds without a
cause, who hayl{ redness of eyes? They that tarry long at the
wine; they that go seek mixed drink. Better 15 a little with the
fear of the Lord, than great treasure and trouble therewith.—
Better 1s a dinner of herbs where love is, than a stalled ox and
hatred therewith. Riches profit not in the day of wrath, but
righteougness dehivereth from death. He that hasteneth to be
rich bath an evil, and considereth not that poverty shall come
upen him, ' '

The sign is made by placing the fore-finger of the right hard
on ihie centre of the furehead. | |
- The' password of this degree is ¢Record.”

The grip is made by taking a full hand, and placing the thumb
on the large joint of the middle finger.

END OF THE DEGREF. OF REMEMBRANCE,

|

THE SCARLET DEGREE, OR PRIESTLY ORDER.

INSTRUCTIONS.

The conductor to go into.the anti-room fo the person, and array
him.in a white robe, and. put a sceptre in his right hand, then
blindfold him, and say, ¢ This is a robe of innocence.” He then
leads him to the doorcf. the ladge, and gives three distinct raps on
the door. 'The Guardian.willsay—+¢ Who comes herer”” Conductor
says~-+¢¢A brother of the Royal Blue, who begs to receive thehonour -
of being mitiated ingo the Bcarlet Degree, or Priestly Order,” Guar-
diap says.—~*¢ I5. his. mind impressed with.that solemnity which it
ought tp be on the present.occasioni”” Conductor answers ¢ Yes,”
He is then admitted, and led with solemnity three times round the
roomn; at the ssme time conductor must gay, “Be thou serious,
and listen to'the wise adwidpitions which are about to be communi-
cated unto thee, for thou art now in the company of them who con-

8
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template with adniration the wonderful works of the Creator; and Il
is thy indispensable duty also to regulate thy conduct by his

written word, therefore be sérious, and pay particular attention to
our worthy Assistant High Priest.

A. H. P. Who do jou represent?

A. Aaron, the High Priest, the son of Amram, the brother of
Moses.

Q. Where aré you sojourning?

A. To Egynt, by the appoiritment 6f God, to be » spokesman
for Mosts, m¥ brother, to Pharadh, and hiy distressed brerthen:

A ¢
A. H. P. Aaron, the High Ptiest, was a holy and compassionate
manjy therefore, as thod dost represent him, ithitate him in thy
conduct. Be thou compassionate to thy brothérs, by supporting
them under their trouble, and delivering them from it. Condact
him to our High Priest, wha will further initiate him into the sys-
tems of this order,and aiso administer the oath unto him:

H. P. Previous to my ad:iﬁriisterinﬁ the oath unto you; J wish
;ou seriously to consider the nature and importance of an oath—
or recolléct, an oath is a solemn act, wherein you swear by thé
Almighty God, and call Him to witness the truthi of what you
asgert or promise, and to puriish you in time and eternity if you
violate that oath—therefore you ought nat to take one irreverently;
without Godly fear and awe of the Most High, and a steady deter-
minatiort to fulfil the soletnn engageménit: ~Therifore; il yoil can
cnrr;ply with this, (answer yes,) then repeat after me this solemn
0a i}~

I, A. B, do, in the presenée of Almighty God, befote whoir
the secrets of all hearts are laid open, and in the presencé of this
loyal lodge, most golemnly swear that I will not betray the
secrets or sigins of this degfee to any jiérson or persons whatsoever;
no, not a brother of. the first degree or secund, uniess [ find, upon
due examipdtion, that he has bheen properly wnitidtéd into this
degree, in a loyal lodge.. Neither will I cause it to bé done,
unless authorized in a legal mannér; neither in writing, printing;
ataining, carving, cutting, indenting, of inditing, or by s%¥ mesanas
whatsoever under the high canopy of heaven. I also frther
swear that I will not wrong a brother, of see him wronged; with-
out apptising him of approaching danger, and thatl will’ attend
every Jegal summons, unless sickness;  laméness, or not- Being -

within theee miles, prevents me. All this [ swear, with & steady
determination to fuliil the same. -~

H.FP. What do you a»tand most in need of at this present
time

An [Jight-
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H. P. Restore him to light.
Here present the scarlet ribbon.

H. P. [This represents the royal dignity of Jesus Christ, and
will remind you of the bloody sufterings of him and, his church;]*
it is [likewise | an emblem of the Priest’s robes, the curtain of the
'Tabernacle, and the veil of the Ark.

Here deliver the signs, password, and grip.

The sign 18 made by placing the thumb of the right hand on
the right side of the breast, and spanning across with the fure
finger, and then placing the thymb of the same hand on the centre
ot the breast, and spanning downwards with the little finger.
The password is * Aaron.” The grip s formed by taking a full
Eandh and pressing the thumb on the third juint of the third
lnger.

H. P. Your zeal for the institution of Odd Fellowship, the
progress you have made in it, and your conformity to the general
regulatiops, have pointed you out as a proper object of esteem.
In the ¢haracter you have now undertaken, yoy are henceforth
authorized, to correct the errors and irre;ularities of brethren,
ard guard them against a breach of fidelity. To improve the
morals and correct the manners of men in society must be your
constant care; therefore, you are always to recommend to infe-
riors, obedience and subinission; to equals, courtesy and affubility,
to superiors, Kindress aud condescension. Universal benevelence
you are to inculcate, apd by the regularity of your own behavigar,
afford the best example for the conduct of others. The secrets of
our order are entrusted to yovr care; you are to preserve them
inviolable, and never sylfer an infringement upon our rights and

rivileges, Duty, hopour, and gratitude, now bind you to be
atthful to every truat; -to sppport with becoming dignity your new
character; and to enforce, by example and precept, the tenets of
the order. Let no motive make you swerve from duty, violate
your vows, or betray your trusts but be true and fuithful, tnat by
this exemplary conduct you may convince the world that mert .~
has been the title to our privileges, and that on you our favours
bave nut undeservedly been bestowed. |

¥. All within brackets is oniitted,

Y
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LECTURE FOR THE THIRD DEGREE.

A. H. P. From wience came you ?

D. H. . From the Mouut Horeb.

Q. Where are you sojourning ?

A. To the mward court of the Labernacle.
Q. How will you gain veur admittance ¢
A. By the benefit of a password.

Q. Will you give it to me ?

A. No: but I will kalve it with a brother of the Scarlet Degree,
or Priestly Order.

A. . P, Begin.

A. No—you begin.

A. H. P. ¢« AA”

A. «RON.”

Q. Where were you prepared ¢
A. Tn the anti-room.

Q. Who prepared you !

A. The worthy Conducisr.

Q. How did he prepare ?

A. He put a sceptre in my rizht hand; then he arrayed me in
a white robe, saying it was a robe of innoceunce. e then blind-
folded me, and led me to the door of thie 4odge, where he gave

three distinct raps.
Q. What was said to you from within?

A. Who comes there.

Q. Your answer, brother ?

A. A brother, who begs the honour of being initiated into the
third degree, or Priestly Order.

Q. Did no one ask anything from within ?

A. Oge asked me if my mind was inipressed with that solemnity
which it ought to be on the present occasion, and 1 auswered yes.

Then I was admitted.

Q. After your admittance into the lodge, where did the Conductor
lead you (o ¥
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A. He icd e in a circular way theee times.  'Then lie brought
me to the Assistant High Priest’s chair.

Q. What did the Assistant High Priest say unto you ?

A. He asked me who I represented.

Q. What answer did you make hun?

A. Aaron, the High Priest, the son of Amram, and brother of
Moses.””

Q. Did he ask you anything else ?
A. He asked me where I was sojourning.

Q. Did you tell him?

A. 1 said, by the appointment of God, to be a spokesman for
Moses, vy brother, to Pharaohy and my distressed brethren.

Q. What did he say to you then?

“« Aaron, the High Priest, was a holy and compassionate man,
and, as 1 represerltelr himn, he wighed me to unitate him 1n his con-
duct—to be compassionate te my brethren by supporting them un-
der trouble, and delivering them from it.

Q. What became «f you, then?
A. 1 was conducted to the High Priest’s chair, where 1 took

the solemn osth of the Scarlet Degree, or Priestly Order.

Q. Wiat did you stand in front of §

A. A collin.

. Why did you stand in front of a cofhin.

A. To put me in mind of my solemn obhgation.

Q. When you took the solemn obligation, did the High Priest
cay any thing unto you?

A. He asked me what 1 stood most in need of.

Q. What was yout: answer, brother?

A. Light; and light 1 did recetve.

Q. Did the High Priest present you with any thingt

A. Yes—a scarlet ribben.

Q. What did it put you in \ind of

A. [Of the royal digoity of Jesus Christ; the bloody suffer-
ings of Him and his church, ]

Q. Did the High Priest say it was emblematical of any thing?

A. He said it was an emblem of the Priest’s robes, the curtain
of the Taberpacle, and the veil of the Ark.

Q. What supported the veil of the Arkr

A~ Four pillars made oi shittim-wood, overlaid with gold, aud
scl 11 suckets of silver.
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A. What ded the ark contain?
. on’ ding rod, and:
d?h . I]‘:; gf?lg;z&;:: of manna, Aaron’s budding rod, and: a cepy,
Q. What did the Ark put you in mind of ?
A. The mighty wonders of the Lord in defeace. of his chozen,
people [srael,
Q. What were those wonders

A. First, when the Ark was carried intp the channel.ef. Jordon,
the swelling waters of. that river divided and opened a passage for
the whole congregzation of Isrsel. Secondly, it was borne three.
times in seven days around the city of Jericho, with the sound of
rams” horns attending it, and the walls fell down before it. Lastly,
there were fifty thousand and seventy persons strugk dead for
leoking into the Ark. ‘

Q. What doth the Ark represeat. ?

A. It is a visible representation of the throne of Jehoval,
King of Israely whese royal palace was the temple,

Q. Where was the Ark deposited ?

A. In theinmost part of the Tabernacle of the Temple, which
was called the Holy of Holies, or Holy place, wherein Aaron, the,
High Priest, only entered one day . the year. |

Q. How was Aaron arrayed |

A. He was clothed in a rich robe of fine twined linen, em-
brvidered with gold, blue, purple, and scarigt. = ‘

Q. Whatis your pumber?

A. Two. S

Q. What two?

-~ A. The two precious stones which the Lord appointed to be,
put on the shoulder pieces of the curious girdle.of the ephod, in
each of which were engraven six. names of the tribes of Israel,
which Aaron bare on his shoulder ag a memorial before the Lord.

Q- Was there noching beside on the curious girdle of the
ephod?
A. Yes, the breastplate of judgment, which was four aquare—

a fgpm was the length thereof; and a span was the breadth there-
of.

Q. Was the breastplate ornamented?

A. It was set with twelve precious stoges, fastewed in ouches
of gold—one for every Hebrew tribe, according to their nawmes,
which were engraven therevn. |

Q. Can you repeat those naines ?
A. 1 will assist you 1 so doing if you will begin,
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A. H.P. Reuben. : | |

D. H. P. Simeon, Levi, Judah, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, Asher,
ﬁssachar, Zebulon, Joseph, and Benjamin.

Q. Had the High Priest nothing op his head?

A. Yes—the mitre, and holy crown of pure gold.

Q. Can you give me_the sign of the Priestly Order?

A. Yes. (Here the 8ign isa produced.)

Q. Can you give me any other sign? ]

A. Yes. (This sign is made by placing the two first fingers

of the right hand on the left arm, above the elbow—which relers
to the two precious stonea 6n the curious girdle of the ephad.)

Q. What are your

A. A griest,

Q. How may 1 know you to be a priest?

A. By my toxen.

Q. What is.your teken?

A. The Urim and Thummim?

Q. Where are the Urim and Thummim?

A. In the breastplate of judgment.

Q. What doth it signify?

A. Light and perfection. | |

Q. Previous to your initiation, why had you a beeptre pit ia
your right hand, and why were you clothed In a white robef

A. First, a sceptre is a badge of nuthority to direct, govers
chastise, and reward, when in the haud of a ruler. Sezondly, I
was clothed in a white robe, because it is a robe of innocence {nd
purity-—~it is therefore a duty incumbent dn me to keep it spotieas,
und practise the four cardionl viriues, temperance; fortilude; pra-
dence, and justice.

END OF THE SCARLET Déanniﬁ

PAST DEG REES.

s

PAST SECRETARY'S DEGREE.

Any brother who has been electéd to, and served thirteeh nights
in the office of Secretary, is entitled to reccive the Past Secretary’s
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Degree, which is conferred in a Degree Lodge, bv the [ligh Priest.
Previous to the candidate’s receiving this, the foliowing oath s ad-
ministered to him:—

I, B. M., in the presencepf Almichty God, do promise, de-
clare, and swear, that I will not communicate the password, sign,
or token of a Past Secretary, te an{ person or parsons not duly

e

qualified to receive the same ; 80 help me God.  (Kisses the
book. )

LECTURE.

Have you been elected to, and served thirteen nights in the
office of Secretary?

A. I have.

Q. How may I know that ¢

A. By my sizn and token, together with my password.
Q: Will you give me your password ?

A. [ did not so receive it, neither can I so impart it

Q. What then do you mean (o do with it?
A. Letter or halve it, if you will begin.
Halve it, and you begn.

“PRO”

“PHET.”

Q. What was the declaration of the Prophet?

A. Wo unto them that decree unrighteous decrees, and that
grievioustiess which they have prescribed.

Q. Wuat was the advice of the Prophet?

A. Let not mercy and truth forsake you—bind them about
your neck—write them upon the tables of your heart.

Q. What is your token?
A. Tae hand-writing which appeared to Belshaz.zar.
Q. What was that hand wrniting?
A. Mene, Mene, Tekel,
Q. What is the meaning of that ?
A. Tuou art weighed in a balance, and art found w antine.
Advance your sign.

This is formed by placing the thumb aﬁd ﬁnge'rs tog;e.ther as 1f
holding a pen, and inaking a motion as it writing on a wall.
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PAST VICE GRAND'S IEGRER.!

Any brother who has been elected to, and served thirteen nights
in the office of Vice Grand, is entitled to 1eceive e Past Vice
Grand’s degree. ‘The oath is the sxme s in the Past Secretary’s

degree, by altering the words, Past Secretary, and resding Fast
Vice Graud.

I.LECTURE.
Have vou been elected to, and served thiiteen nights in the

oftice uf Vice Grand?
~A. I have.

Q. How may 1 know that?
A. By my password and sign.

Q. Will you give me your password ?
A. I did not 8o receive it, neither will I so impart.

Q. What'then do you mean to do with it ?
A. Letter or halve 1t, if you will begin.
Halve ity snd you begin. | '
“JA?

SN

Advance your sign.

'lhe sign is made by forming a cross with the fore fingers.

{4

e e, il

PAST NOBLE GRAND’S DEGREE.

Any brother who hes been elected to, and served thirteen nights
in the office of Noble Grand, is entitled to receive the Past Nuble
Grand’s degree. | .

-, Fh¢ oath is the same as in the Past Secretary’s degree, by al.
j¥ié words Past Becretary, and resding Past Noble Grand.

- " Have' ' L 1) in the
ot :'-% m?elected to, and served thirteen nights in the
A. 1 bave.
Q. How may I know that?
A. By my password and sign.
9
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Q. Will you give me your password ?

A. [ id not co receive if, peither wiil 1 so impart it
Q. What then do you mean th do with if?

A. Letter or halveif, if you will begin.

Hzlve ity and you begin.

WELE? |

“AZER. 1

Q. Who was Eleazer ¢

A. The High Priest, and son of Aaren.

Advance your gign.

This i3 formed by plaging the ieft hand on the left hip, and at
the same time extending the right arm, and raising that part of it
from the elbow out, ro as to form a right angle. The passworil
and sign of a Past Noble Grand is tade uce of eh entering a
Grand Lodge. and none but those who have received the Past
N oble Grand's degrea are admitted into a Grand Ledge.

ENCAMPMENT DEGRIES.

These degrees are the top-knot of the Grder. A brief de-
seription of them will suflice to show the public how very danger-
ous they are, and will gratify the curiesity of thz brethren.

L

PATRIARCHAIL DEGREES.

There are two Patriarchal Degrees. They differ, however, but
Hittle in their ceremonies, &c.

The candidate s brought info the room blindfolded, conducted
by the Guardian, who cries out, ¢the camp is assailed.” The
bandage heing suddenly taken from his cyes, the Chief Pa-
triarch savs—«Ye sons of Nimrod. prepare,” and the candidate
ic met by four of the brethren, carrying spears, and masked.
‘These Toyr rush at him with their spears, which the Junior Yar-
den parries with hig sward, enil cries, ¢hold.”” Chief Patriarch
ask. ““for why?” g o
" JuntorAVarden nnswerz, “there are those who are more aequaint-
ed with this businecs than thou art.”

C. . Then fell me in what manner, this siranger means
v ork his way through the weod- - -
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3. W. By signy and tokens which he has with hisa, and lkewise
by the satisfiction that he has given me. |

C. P. Proceed, and be careful in conducting him through the
wood. a ’ | |

‘The candjdste is then blindfolded again, and led over rollers
placed vn the floor, occasionally receiving a trip irom some oue of
the members. Brushwood is placed in bis way to show him how
dificult it is to travel througa the wood. After being led around
the room three times in this way, he is taken to the altar, where
the path s administered to him kneeling. [Ile tacre swears that
shauld he hear any thing spoken of in the lodge, he wili not speuk
of it elsewhere, should it be right or wrong. He swears alsy,
that he will not go to law with a brother, withaut having first sub.
mitted the case to the Encampment, and that he wiil then act in
accordance with their direction. After the oath is administered,
the bandage is taken from his eyes, and he is then exhorted in
lectures, read by the Kigh Priest, similar to those in the former
degrees, to exercise charity and benevolence. After these lec.
tures, the Chjef Patriarch presents him with a sheplierd’s crook.

The penaity for violatiag the obliga@on in these degrees, is
expulsion frum the lodge for s year gnﬁ a day, and in case uf sick-
1ess or degvth,' receive no bepefit. |

The sig2 of the first of these deprees is made by thrusting the
: s into thie left bogom—the auswer is by thrusting the left
hand iato: the right bosom. o SRR

The ord is ¢*/2dam.” pronoynced as if spelled Awdam.

The gﬁ’ is made- by taking the hapd as full as possible.

The sign of the second is made by placing the fingers of the
right hand. ic the palm of ‘the left, and grasping them with the
three last ‘fingers of the'l2ft, and holding up the thuiubs and the
fore finger of the left, in imitation of the three pillars of the Order,
friendship, duve, and tenth; or faith, hope, and charity. '

The passwold is ¢*Simon.” ~ -

No grip to the second.

ar .

&

DFGREE OF THE GOLDEN RULE.

Lmnve utﬂ Mqr@theﬁ_m\iﬁate is breught into the'lod*ge, {wy
lines, svigld Lig, -are formied, eich member beariag 8 apear. " Ilc
is b ‘v, ind {heyiproceed: to mavch ‘around the rocn thrée

times; with kit and hia conductok in the réar. After this ceremony,
they form an arch ‘with their spears, and lie and his conductos
march, sud ay_ugw:g. nﬁ:ﬂw' cenire, to thealtar. He there takes the
oath—standing with his hand on the back part of his thigh. The
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promment features of the nath are wecrecy——that he will not
recommend any one to the Encampmant, who he i not sure will
be a worthy member; and that he will support the widows and or-
phans of decansed brethren, In this degree hé is fold ti-t Odd
Fellowship orizinited 1n Portugal, among the Moors and Goths,
in the sixth century, difring the wars between them aud the Ro-
mans—that their object in forming it was, in order when fi:hting
10 the dark, and nnder - other circuinstances, they might knew cach
other by giving the passwords, &c.: and that, if they should hap-
pen to be slain, their wives and children micht not be left in want.
An examination of the candidategs the former degrees, as fur as
the Scarlet degree, then takes place. |
The sign is made by pointing to the ground with the fore Snger

of the rignt hand, thearm beinyg at an angle with the body of about
45 degrees. ‘ “

-

The password i ¢“GQold a Metal, ! ,
The grip is made by taking hold of the fure finger of- the right
hand, and giving three shakei—-and is answered in the saine way.

‘_i “ﬁ

DEGREE OF THE ROYAL PURPLE:

The candidate is broaght .in blindfolded,. by the-Conductor.
He is-met'by the -JuninrWirden, who strikes him soushly on the
shouldes, and asks from - whence this intruder came. Conductor
answers that he has lost his way. and wishes to have a guide to
conduct him to the tent of the High Priests  'I'he candidate is
directed by the Junior Warden to wit dywn sn a stone, till he
finds a guide forhim.. The. Warden returns, and tells him he
has fodad one of the sows.of Nimemd.oand agks -if hawhl accept of
him as a conductor. - He answers. yes, and is then put under the
care of the guide, who is charged to take particular care of him
till he gets him through the wood. The Janior Warden. then
shakes hands with bim, bids him farewell, God speed, and gives
him the password. “Go ¢n,” with which he is to work his way
past the different watchies on the unvuntain. He and his guide
then start, and go in a winding way, the guide describing the
characters of the different watches, and making curious and ridie-
ulous remarks. When he is led in this.way: threp times round
the reom, passing twao watches, and qver a small Dridge, an imi-
tation of thunder:and rain-is made. He .then amiviés at the lent
of the High Priest, where the guide bids him farewell, ard leaver
him. The oath-is then administered to him, standing in. front of
the alter, by the High Priest. The oath is mach Kke the athors,
secrecy, &c., with this important addition, he swears to deal with
a3 brother in preference to any other, and give him the prefer-
ence in all his business. |
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The sign of this de is made by bringing the peints of tha
fingers n%d thumb togmn aad desgnhmgga ilrcla?t?leremth in
the centre of the forehead, as if scratching.

The password ia “ﬂfdchwedek.” It is generally given in a con-
tracted form on examination, as M. K. 8., (Melcnzedek, King of
Salem.)

The grip is made by linking the little fingers (the backs of the
bands together) of the right hands, and bringing the pomta of tha

thumbs to meet.

APPENDIX.

A deseription of the recess, or, a2 [t 18 commonly called, the
Hule closet, into which the cnnd:date is taken, nfter the Cnndaotor,
at the groans and suppiications of the brethren, has promised to
shew him mercy, (see page 1:’;%6:1137 not be uminteresting (o the
reader. Bt is quite small, only being large encugh te hotid three or
{cur persons. Some lodgea have a human skeleton ; others have
only the painting of & skeleton in the recess. The printing movea
on rcllers, or ona siide, and, whea tho Canductlor and candidate
enier, 19 pufahr'i across the entrance, which 13 made tofite It heing
dark within the closet, and light without, the p&;mmg ENOWS 1rfrv
plainly (a those w ithin. The reader can better | imegine than I can
describe the feelings of & weak und superstitioys man, when he hears
the groans of those already torturcd in cespair, and ix told that
thero is water on hig right, fire on his left, behind him a yawning
~ gulf, and befere hins a Eharp pointed instrument of desth; when,
after merey is only granted him at tho earnest prayer of his breth.
ten, he is taken into the closet, and hos the h\.ﬁu&gﬁ sustdenly
removed from hig eyes, he finds 'himeelf within nre's lengtn of 2
kuman skeleton. Alf this is done with za much #sarious eclemnity”
as it 15 poscilde for the officera sad members to mszume, sad the
eff-ct produced hy it 1s somstimes truly rigiculovs.  Qf this, how.
ever. the candidate, after he szos threugh the myetery of the farce,
dislikes very much to bo told.
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