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P R E F A C E

H E following Sermon was drawn up on a few

days notice, and without any wview lto the prefs,
at the requeft of fome of the Author’s worthy Friends,
to whom be could refufe notbing of this kind. At their
regueﬁ,'zt is now likewife fubmztted to the Public, as 1t
was preached, without varying or [upprefing a fingle fen-
timent or inaterial expreffion , and with 1he addition only
of a few lines, and three or fcur explanatory notes.

The Author corfidered that, altbough he was called
to 1i1s gffice by a particular bedy, _yet ke was to addrefs

4 great and wisxt affembly of bic felleto-citizens, and a
number of the firft charcflers in Americe, now met in
cosifuitation, at a moft alarming crifis.

Animated witd the pareft zcal for the mutual interefts
of Great-Britain and the Colonies y, ardently panting for
the return of thkofe Halcyon-days of Larmeny, during
which both countries fo long flourifbed togetber, as the
glory and wonder of the worid; be thought it bis dutv,
with the utmoft impartialitv, to attempt a flate of the
unbappy controver(y that now rends the empire in pieces s
and to fbew, if pcradventure ke might be permitted to
vouck for bis fellow citizens, fo far as be kas been con-
werfant among ibem, that the idea of an independence
1o the Savert-couniry, or the lealt licentious cppofiii-
on ioits juft inicvefls, is utterly fercign to tisir thenglhts
that they contend czly for the fanility of clar ters and
laws, together with the right of gremting their cwin
moncy 5 and that our rightful Sovereign bas 1o wheie
more loval fu.bjesls, or more zealowfly atticked to thelc
principles of government, under <which bis family iibe-
rits the Throne.

Thefe, with a few things which fecmed neceflary ve-
Jpeliing the church at this time, are the topics bandled

in the following Sermon. If the principles it contains
are
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are but thoroughly felt, the Reader will not regret that
the limits of a fingle difcourfe would not allow a particu-
lar application of them. They will lead to their owm
application ; or, at leaft, that field is left open to fuc-
ceeding Preacbers. | o

Upon the whole, if the kind expeliations of the Au-
thor’s Friends can be in any degree anfwered ; if what
be bas deiivered fball tend ¢ to promote the Cffe of
Liberty and Virwae;” and particularly, if it could
Jfind its way to the clofets, or ratber to the bearts, of the.
Great, and (after all the arguments tbey bave beard
from otbers) could in the leaft induce them to jufter and
more benevolent fentiments concerning thesr American bre-
thren---be would account st amony the bappieft circum-
fances of bis life. .

Enough bas furcly been attempted, by way of experi-
sent, 10 be convinced that the people of this country
know their rights, and will not confent to a pafive fur-
render of them---1t is, now at leaft, time to purfue ano-
ther mode, and to lifien to fome plan for averting the
dreadful calamsties which myf attend a boftile profecu-
tion of tbis unnatural comteff. The autbor’s wifbes for
the accomplifbment of fuch a plan, bave been fo frequently
exprefled as to [ubjeét bim perbaps to fufpicions wbich be
would not wifb to terist, either bere or elfe where. But
Rill, if be could Jee it take place, upon a juft and perma-
nent foundation, be would be content, if it were required,
to fing bis ¢ nunc dimittis,” and to take a final leave of
earthly concerns. | "



[ 5 ]
W

S E R M O N, &c.

Josuvua xxi 22

The Lord God of Gods—:he Lord Ged cf Gods—He Fnozverh, and
Irael be pall knov—if it be in Rebeliion, or in Tranfgrcfion a-
gainft the Lord—Save us not this Day. .

H E S E Words, my Brethren, will lead us into a train

of refle@tions, wholly fuitable to the defign of our prefent
meeting ; and | muft beg ycur xndulgcnce till T explain, as
briefly as pofiible, the folemn occafion on which they were firft
delivered ; hoping the application, I may afterwards make of
them, may fully reward your attention.

THEe two tribes of Reuben and of Gad, and the half tribe
of Manafleh, had chofen their inheritance, on the Eallern fide
of Jordan, oppofite to the other tribes of Ifracl. And althouzh
they knew that this fituation would deprive them of {ome privi-
leges which 1emained with their brethren on the other fide, and
particularly that great privilege of having the place of the Al-
tar and Tabernacle of God among them; yet, as the land of
Canaan was judged too {rall for all the twelve tribes, they
were contented with the pofleflion they had chofen. And thus
they {poke to Mofes—

“ IT1s a land of cactle, and thy fervants have much cattle.
€ Wherexore, if we nave found grace in thy fighe, let this land
¢« be given to us for a poﬂtﬁ'on, and we will build fheepfolds
<« here for our cattle, and cities for our /litrle ones ; and we our-
¢¢ felves will go ready armed before our b:ethren, the children
¢ of Lirael,—and will not return into our houfes, until they have
¢¢ inherited every man his inheritance.”’—

“« ANp Mofes faid unto them—If you will do this thing, and
‘ will go all of you armed aver Jordan before the Lord, until
¢« he have driven out his enemies from before him ; a.d the
¢¢ land (of Canaan) be fubdued (for your brethren ;) then after
¢ wards ye fhall return, and this land (of Gilead) fhall be your
«¢ poffefiton before the Lord”—Numb. 32.

Tuis, then, was the great orsginal contraé?, under which thefe
two tribes and a half were :llowed to feparate from the reil, and

to
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‘to dwell on the other fide of Jordan. They were to aflift their
.brethren in their neceflary wars, and to continue under ome Go-
wernment with them—even that of the great Jehovah himfelt—
ereting no feparate altar, but coming ro perform their facri-
fices at that ¢me Altar of SHiLoH, where .he Lord had vouch-
fafed to promife his fpecial prefence. |

‘TuoucH this fpbjeéted them to inconveniencies, yet as Uni-
formity of Worfhip and the Nature of their Theocracy required
it, they adhered faithfully to their contra&.

I~ the fear of God, they bowed themfelves at his altar, al-
though not placed in their own land ; and, in love to their bre-
thren, they fupported them in their wars, ¢ till there ftocd not
a man of all their enemies before them ;* and at lat, Josuua,
their great leader, having no farther need of their aflittance,
gav. them this noble teftimony—That they had in all things
obey’d his voice as their general, and faithfully performed ail
that they had promifed to Mofes the fervant of God. Where-
fore, he blefied them, and difmiffed them to return tc their own
Jand ¢¢ with much riches, and with cattle, and with filver, and
¢ with gold, and with much raiment.”

No fooner, therefore, had they entered their own country,
than in the fullnels of gratitude, on the banks of Jordan, at the
common paflage, over againft Canaan, they built an 4jgh or

reat Altar, that it might remain an eternal monument of their
icing of one ftock, and entitled to the fame civil and religious
privileges, with their brethren of the other tribes.

Bur this their work of piety and love was direétly mifconftru-
ed. The cry was immediately raifed againit them. The zea-
lots of thatday fcrupled not to declare them Rebels againft the
living God, violators of his facred laws and 7 beocracy, in fetting
up an altar againft his holy alar; and therefore the whole con-
gregations of the brother-tribes, that dwelt in Canaan, gathered
themfelves together, to go up to war againft their own fleth and
blood ; in a blind tranfport of unrighteous zeal, purpofing to ex.
tirpate them from the facc of the earth, as enemics to Gud and
the common wealth of Jfrael !

"IN thatawful and important moment (and oh my God that
the example.could be copied among the brother-tribes of our If-
Jacl, ifthe parent land) I fay, in that awful and important
moment, fome milder and more benevolent men there were, whofe
=zeal did not fo far tranfport them, but that, before they unfheath’d
the fword to plunge it with unhallowed hand into the bowels of
their brethren, they thought it juftice firft to enquire into the truth
-of the charge againft them. And, for the glory of Ifrael, this
.peaceable and prudent council prevaiied.

A MmosT folemn embaffy was prepared, at the head of which

was
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was a man of facred charater, and venerable authority, breath-
ing the diftates of reli%ion and humanity ; PHiNeHAs the fon of
Eleazer the high Prieit, accompanied with ten other Chiefs or
Princes, one from each of the nine tribes as well as from the re-
maining half tribe of Manafleh.

GrEAT was the altonifhment of the * Gileadites on receiving
this embafly, and hearing the charge againft them. But the pow-
er of confcious innocence is above all fear, and the languagc of
an upright heart fuperior to all eloquence. By a folemn appeal to
Heaven for the rectitude of their intentions, unpremeditated and
vechement in the words of my text, they difarmed their brethren
ot every fufpicion. '

« Tur Lord God of Guds,” fay they (in the fervency of truth,’
repeating the invocation) ¢ the Lord God of Gods,”~—He that
made the heavens and tiic earth, who fearcheth the hearts, and is
acquainted with the moft facred thoughts, of all men—<¢ Fe
knoweth, and all Ifrael fhall know,” by our unthaken conftan-
cy in the religion of our fathers,—that this charge againit us is
utterly falfe.

THEN tarning from their brethren, with unfpeakable dignity
of foul and clearnefs of confcience, they addrefs the almighty Je-
hovah himfelf—

OH thou fovereign Ruler of the univerfe—our God and our
Fathers God——+s itgit bein Rebellion or in tranfgreffion againft
thee,” that we have raifed this monument of our zeal for the com-
monwealth of lfrael—* SAVE us NOT THiIs DAY !” [t the moft
diftant thought has entered our hearts of ereing an independent
altar ; if we have fought, in oneinftance, to derogate from the
glory of that {acred Altar which thou haft placed among our bre-
thren beyond Jordan, as the common bond of union an worthip
among all the tribes of Ifrael—Ilet not this day’s fun defcend up-
on us, till thou hali made us 2 monument of thine avenging ju-
ftice, in the fight of the furrounding world !

Ar TR this aftonifhing appeal to the great God of Heaven and
Earth, they proceed to reafon with their brethren; and tell them
that, {fo far from intending a feparation either in government or
religion, thisaltar was built with a dire@ contsary purpofe——
¢ That it migh: be a witnefs between us and you, and our gene-
‘¢ rations after us ; that ycur children may not fay to our children
‘¢ in time to come, yc¢ have no part in the Lord.” We were afraid-
left in fome future age, when our pofterity may crofs Jordan to
offer faciifices in the place appointed, your pofterity may thruit
them from the altar, and tell them that becaufe they live not in

the

® The tavo tribes and a half ave bere lriefly and generally demominat-
0d Gileadites, from the name of the lan.i 112y bad chefen,
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the land where the Lord’s tabernacle dwelleth, they are none of
his people, nor intit'ed to ahe Jewith privileges.

BuT while this altar ftands, they fhall always have an anfwer
ready. They will be able to fay—*‘Behold the pattern of the
s¢ altar of the Lord which our fathers made.” If our fathers had
not been of the feed of Ifracl, they would not have fondly copied
vour cuftoms and models. You would not have beheld in Gile-
«d, an altar, in all things an imitation of the true altar of God,
which is in Shiloh ; exccpt only thatours is an high ¢ or great
altar to fee” from far. And this may convince you that it was
not intended as an altar of facrifice (for then it would have been
but thice cubits in height, as our law direéts) but as a monument-
al altar, to inftrudt our generations for ever, that they are of the
fame pedigree with vouriclves, and intitled to the fume civiland
religious privileges.

Tui1s noble defence wrought an immediate reconciliation a-
monz the difcordant tribes. ¢ The Words, (when reported)
«s pleafed the children of Ifrael— they biefl:d God together” tor
preventing the efiufion of kindred blood, -+ 2nd uid not go up
«s to deftroy the land where their brethren, the chiidren of Reu-
¢« ben + and Gad, dwelt.”

Tue whole hiftory of the Bible cannot furnith a paflage more
inftru&ive than this, to the members of a great empire, whote
dreadful misfortune it is to have the evil Demon of civil or reli-
gious dijcord gone forth among them. And would to God, that
the applicatiun I am now to make of it could be delivered in ac-
cents loader than Thunder, tiil they have pierced the ear of every
Briton, and efpecially their ears who have meditated war and de-
firuction againit their brother-tribes of Reuben and Gad, in this
our American Gilead. And let me add—would to God too that
we, who this day confider ourfelves in the place of thofe tribes,
may, like them, be fu!l able to lay our hands on our hearts in 2
folemn appeal to the God of Gads, for the ieitude of our in-
tentions towards the avbele common wealth ot our Bririsu Is-
raeL. For, call’d to this facred place, on this great occafion,
I know it is your wifh thatl fhould ftand fuperior to all parsia/
motives, and be found alike unbials’d by favour or by tear. And
happy it is that the parallel, now to be drawn, requires not the
leat facrifice either of truth or virtue !

Like the tribes of Reuben and Gad, we have chofen our inhe.
ritance,_ in a land feperated from that of our fathers and brethren,
not indeed by a fmall River, but an immenfc Ocean. This in-

- heritance

+ Though for brevity, the facred text, in this and other places, ouly
mentions Re’ulms and Gady jyet the balf tribe of Manaffeh is alfo fup-
pofed to be'included.
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heritance we likewife hold by a plain origina’ contras2, entitling
us to all the natural and improvable advantages of our fituation,
and to a community of privileges with our brethren, in every civil
and religious refpeCt ; except in this, that the throne or feat of
Empire, that great altar at which the men of this world bow,
was to remain among them.

Recarpress of this local inconvenience, uncanker’d . j-a-
loufy, un-deprefs’d by fear, and cemented by mutual love and
mutual benetits, we trod the path of glory with our bicthren for
an hundred years and more—enjoying a length of felicity fcarce e~
ver experienced by any other people. Mindtul of the hands
that prote€ed us in our youth and fubmitting to every juft regula-
tion for appropriating to them the Beneht of our trade—our
wealth was poared in upon them from ten thoufand channels,
widening as they flowed, and making their poor to fing, and in-
wuilry to fmile, through every corner of their land. And as of-
ten as dangers threaten’d, and the voice of the Britith [{rael called
our brethren to the ficld, we left them not alone, but fhared their
toils, a:d fought by their fide, ¢ till there ftood not a man of
¢¢ all their encmics before them.” Nay, they themfelves teftifi-
ed on our behalf, that in all things we not only did our part,
but more than our part for the common Good, and they dif-
mifs’d us home loaded with filver and with gold, # in recom-
perce for our extraordinary fervices. -

So far you fec the parailel holds good. But what bigh altars
kave we built to alarm our Briufh Hrael; and .why have the
congregations of our brethren gathered themfelves together a-
gainft us? why do their embattled hofts already cover our plains 2
will they not examine our cafe, and liften to our plea ?

““ Tue Lord Godof Gods—he knows™ and the whole fur-
rounding world fhall yet know, that whatever .Jumerican aitars we
have built, far from intending to difhonour, have been raifed
wiih an exprels view to perpetuate the name and glory of that fa-
cred altar, and feat of empire and liberty, which we left behind
us, and wifh to remaln eternal, aimong our brethien, in the pa-
rent land !

EsTeEzMING our relation to them our greateft felicity 5 ador-
ing the providence that gave us the fane piogenitors; glory-
inzin this, that when the new-wordd was to be portioned out
among the kincdoms of the o/d, the mofl important part of
this continent fell to the fons of a protcitaut and tiee nation;
defirous of worfhiping for ever at the fume altar with th;‘_m';

E ond

* The parliamentary reiriburfemens for cur exerviors in toe late war ;
fimilar to what Fofbuagave the twotribes and a balf o the cicje of
bis wars.
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fond of their manners, even to excefs ; enthufiafts to that {z<
cred plan of civil and religious happinefs, for the prefervation
of which they have facnificed from age to age; maintaining,
and always ready to maintain, at the rifque of every thing that
is de-. to us, the moft unthaken fidelity to our common Sove-
reigi.. 2s the great center of our umion, and guardian of our
mutual rights;—I fay, with thefe principles and thefe views,
we thought it our duty, to build up Amierican altars, or con-
flitutions, as nearly as we could, upon the great Britifh model.

Havring never fold our birth-right, we confidered ourfelves
entitled to the privileges of our father’s houfe—** to enjoy peace,
liberty and fafety ;” to be governed, like our brethren, by our
own laws, in all matters properly affeing ourfelves, and to
offer up own our facrifices at the altar of Britith empire; con-
tending that a forced devotion is idolatry, and that no power cn
earth has a right 1o come in between usand a gracions fove-
reign, to meafure forth our loyalty, or to grant our property,
«ithsut our comient.

Tuesk are the principles we inherited from Britons themfelves.
Could we depart from them, we fhould be deemed baftardsand
not fons, aliens and not brethren.

THe altars therefore which we have built, are not * high or
rival altars to' ¢reate jealoufy, but humble monuments of our
union and love; intended to bring millions yet unboin, from ec-
very corner of this vaft continent, to bend at the great parent-
altar of Britith liberty ; venerating the country from which
they f{prung, and pouring their gifts into her lap when their
countlefs thoufands fhall tar exceed hers.

It was our with that there thould be an eternal ¢« Witnefs be-
tween our brethren and us ; that if atany future period, amid the
fhifting fcenes of human intercfts and human affeétions, their
children fhould fay to our children—¢‘Ye have no portion” in
the birth-right of Britons, and fo feek to puth them from the
common fhrine of Freedom, when they come to pay their ho-
mage there ; they might always have an anfwer ready—¢*¢ Be-
hold the pattern of the altar which our Fathers built,” Behold
your own religious and civil inftitutions, and then examine the
frames of government and fyftems of laws raifed by our fathers

in every part of America! Could thefe have been fuch exal
copies

® In this refped, ouwr plea is even [lromger than that of the tave
tribes and a balf. For, till an explanarion nwas given, the height of
tbeir altar, like thofe of the beathen, avhe loved to facrifice on lofty
Places, might create a fufpicion of their ** lapfing into idolatry ;3 either
“ intending 10 worfbip other Godsy or the God of Ifrael in an unlawe
% ful place and manner.” Bp. Patrick.
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- gopies of your own, if they had mot inherited the fame fpiri¢,
and fprung from the fame ftock, with yourfelvs. .

THus far you fee the parallel yet holds good, and I think
cannot be called a perverfion of my text; if you will allow that
the fupreme power of an empire, whether theocratical, monas-
chical, or howfoever diltributed, may be reprefented under the
figure of ome common altar, at which the juft devotion of all the
fubje&s is to be paid.

Bur it is faid that we have of late departed from our for-
mer line of duty, and refufed our homage at the great altar of
Britith empire. And to this it has been replied, that the very
refujal is the firongeft evidence of eur veneration for the altar it-
felf. Nay, itis contended by thofe charged with this breach
of devotion, that when in the fhape of unconflitutional exadti-
ons, violated rights and mutilated charters, they-were called to

o oedhis idols, inflead of the true divinity, it was jn a tranfport

of holy jealoufy, that they dathed them to pieces, or whelm’d
them tc the bottom of the ocean.

.Tuis is, in brief, the flate of the argument on each fide.
And hence, at this dreadful moment, ancient friends and bre-
thren ftand prepared for events of the moft tragic nature.

Here the weight of my fubjett almolt overcomes me; but
think not that I am going to damp that noble ardor which at
this initant glows in every bofom prefent. Neverthelefs, as
from an eaily acquaintance with many of you, I know that your
principles are pure, and your humanity only equal’d by yous
tranfcendent love of your country, | am fure yon will indulge
the pafling tear, which a preacher of the Gofpel of Love muit
now fhed over the fcenes that lie beiore us—Great and deep
diftrefs about to pervade every corner of our land ! millions to
be called from their peaceful labors by ¢¢ the found of the trum-
pet, and the alarm of war! Garments roll’d in blood,” and
even Vi&ory itfelt only yiclding an occafion to weep over
friends and relatives flain ! Thefe are melancholy profpeéts ;
and therelore you will teel with me the difficulties I now labour
under—forfaken by my text, and left to lament alone that, in
the Parent-land, no PHineHAs has prevailed ; no Embafly ¢ of
great or good men has been raifed, to ftay the fword of deftruc-

tion,

* It is acknowledged ~with gratitude that many great and exalied
charallers bave pled the caufe of America; and, previous te all coer-
cive meafures, advifed an enquiry or bearing, fimilar to that for wbich
Phinchas avas appointed. What is bere lamented, and awill be long
lamented, is that 1his council could mot 1ake place. If brethren could
come together in fuch a temper as this, the iffuc could not fail to be for
their mutnal glory and muinal bhappine/i.
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tion, to examine into the truth of our cafe, and fave the effu-
fion of kindred blood. I am left to lJament that, in this fad in-
Rance, Fewifh tendernefs has put Chriflian benevolence to fhame.

¢ Our Brethren, the hbufe of our Fathers, even they have
4¢.called a multitude againft us. "Had an enemy thus reproach’d
“¢ us, then perhaps we might have borne it. But is was you,
¢ Men our equals, our guides, our acquaintance, with whom
¢ we took fweet council and walked togethct into the houfe of
¢ God.” Or had it been for any effential Henefit to the common-
wealth at large, we would have laid our nands on our mouths
and bowed obedience with our ufual filence. Bat for DigNiTY
and Supremacy! What are they when fet in oppofition to
common utility, common juftice, and the whole faith and fpi-
rit of the Conftitution ? True Dignity is to govern Freemen, not
Slaves : and true Supremacy if to excel in Doing Good.

IT is time, and indeéd more thantime, foragreat and nlighten.
ed people to make names bend to things, and ideal bomor to practical
- Jafety ? Precedents and indefinite claims are furely things too nu-
gatory to convulfe a mighty empire. Is there no wildom, no
freat and liberal plan of policy tc re-unite its members, as the

ole bulwark of liberty and proteflantifm ; rather than'by their
deadly firife to encreafe the impbreance of thofe ftates that are
fves 10 freedom, truth and humanity ? To devife fuch a plan ;
and to bekhold Britith Colonics fpreading over this immenfe Con-
tinent, rcjoicing in the common rights of freemen, and imitat-
ing the Parent State in every excellence—is more glory than to
hold lawiefs dominion over all the nations on the face of the
earth ! o

Bur I will weary you no longer with fruitlefs lamentations
concerning things that mig/¢ be done. The queftion now is—
fince they are not.dome, muft we tamely furreader any part of
our birthrizni. or of that great charter of privileges, which we
not only ciiim by irheritance, but by the exprefs terms of our co-
Jonization i Ty, Gedjorbid! For here, in particular, I with to
fpeak ™ plain that neither my own principles, nor thofe of the
church te which 1 belong, may be mifunderftood.

ALTHOU' n, in the beginning of this great conteft, we thought
it not our duty to be forward in widening the breach, or ipread-
ing difcontent; although it be our fervent defire to heal the
wounds of the public, and to fhew by our temper that we feek
not to diftrefs, but to give the paient flate an opportunity of fav-
ing themfelves and faving us before it be too late ; neverthelefs,
as we know that our civil and religious rights are linked together
in one indifloluble bond, we neither have, nor feek to have, any
intereft feparate from that of our country ; nor can we advife a
- defertion of its caufe. Religion and liberty moft flourith or fall
together in America. We pray that both :aay be perpetual.
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A conTinvuep fubmiffion to violence is no tenet of our church.
When her brighteft luminaries, near a century paft, were called
to propagate the court do&rine of a difpenfing Pover, above Law—
did they treachcroufly crv—-*¢ Peace, Peace,” when there was no
Peace ! Did they not magnanimoufly fet their foot upon the line
cf the conititution, and tell Majefty to its tace that ¢« they could
not betray the public libertv,” and that the Monarch’s only fafe-
ty confifted *¢ in governing according to the laws ?”” Did not
their axample, ana confequent fufterings, kindle a flame that il-
luminated the iand and introduced that noble {ystem of public and
perfonal liberty, fecured by the revolution ¢ Since that period,
have not the avowed principles of our greateit divines becn a-
gainft raifing the Church above the Star:; jcaioufe of the rational
rights, refolute for the proteflans fucceliion, favourable to the
reformed religion, and defirous to maintain the faith of Tokration ?
it exceptions have happened, let no fociety of chriftians ftand an-
fwerable for the deviations. or corruptions, of irdividuals,

Tue doftrine ot abfojute Non-rEsisTaNnca has been fully
exploded among every ous people. The frec-born foul re-
volts againit it, and mult have been long debafed, and have
drank in the laft dregs of corruption, before it can brook the idea
¢t that a whole people injuted may, in no cale, recognife their
¢ trampled Majefty.” But to draw the line, and fay where fub-
miflion ends and refiftance begins, is not the province of .the mi-
nifters of Chrift, who has given no * rule in this matter, but
lett it to the teelings and confciences of the injured. For when
preflures and fufferings come, when the weight of power grows
sntolerable, a people will fly to the conftitution for fhelter, and,
if able, will refume that pawer which they never furrendered, ex-
cept fo far asit mightbe exercifed for the common fafety. Pul-
pit-cafuiftry is too fceble to dire& or controul here. God, in

his

* The author, in a fermon firjl publifb:d 20 years ago, on 1 Peer
i, 17. delivered bis jentiments fully on this poimt=——in the following
avords, viz.=*¢ It :could be abjurd 10 argue as jime bave done, that
the apoflle here meaut 10 enjoin a continued {fubmiflion to wiolence—The
love of mankind, and the fear of God, thofe very principles from avhich
aue trace the divine original of jufl government, avill lead us, 6[ all
probable means, toreifl every attempe 1o enflave the free-born foul, and
oppoje the righteous awill of (God by defeating the happine/s of men. Refi-
Sflance, boweeer, isto be alaff refource, and none but the majority of a
whole penple, can determine in what cafes it is meceffary.  lnthe Seripe
tures, therefore, obedience is rightly inculcated in general terms.  For a
people may jometimes imagine grievances they do not /'ul, but will never
mifs to feel and complain of them awbere they really are, umlefs their
minds bave been gradually prepared for flavery by abfurd tenets."
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his own government of the world, never violates freedom ; and
dis {criptures themfelves would be difregarded, or confidered as
perverted, if brought to belie his voice, fpeaking in the hearts of
men.

Tue application of thefe principles, my brethren, is now ea-
fy and muft be left to your own confciences and feelings. You
are now engaged in one of the grandeft itruggles, to which fres-
men can be called. You are contending for what you conceive
to be your conftitutional rights, and for a final fettlement of the
terms upon which this country may be perpetually united to the
Parent State,

Look back, therefore, with reverence look back, to the times
of ancient virtue and renown. Look back to the mighty pur-
pofes which your fathers had in view, when they traverfed a vaft
ocean, and planted this land. Recal to your miads their labors,
their toils, their perfeverance, ang let their divine {pirit animate
you in all your a&ions.

Loox forward alfu to diftant pofterity. Figure to yourfelves
millions and millions to fpring fromg your loins, who may be
born freemen or flaves as Heaven fhall now approve or reje&t your
councils. ‘Think that on you it may depend, whether this great
couatry, in ages hence, fhall be filled and adorned with a virtu.
ous and enlightened people; enjoying LiBerTy and all its con-
comitant bleflings, together with the ReLicion of JEsus, as it
flows uncorrupted from his holy Qracles ; or covered with a
race of men more contemptible than the favages that roam the
wildernefs, becaufe they once knew the ¢¢ things which belong-
“¢ ed to their happinefs and peace, but fuﬂ'creg them to be hid
‘¢ from their eyes.”

Anp while you thus look dack to the paff, and forward to the
future, fail not, 1 befeech you, to look up to ¢ the God of Gods--
the Rock of your Salvation. As the clay in the potter’s hands,”
{o are the nations of the earth in the hands of Him. the ever-
lafting Jenovau! He lifteth up-—and he cafteth down “—He
¢ refitteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble—He will
¢¢ keep the feet of his faints---the wicked thall be Gilent in dark-
¢ nefs, and by ftrength fhall no man prevail.”

THz bright profpe&ts of the Gofpel ; a thorough veneration
of the Saviaur of the world ; a confcientious obedience to his di-
vine laws ; faith in his promifes ; and the ftedtait hope of im-
mortal liic through bim; thefe only can fupport a man in all
times of adverfity as well as profperity. You might more eafily
*¢ ftrike fire out of ice,” than ftability or magnanimity out of
<rimes. But the good man, he who 1s at peace with the God
of all peace, will know no fear but that of offending him, whofe
hand can cover th’e righteous ¢¢ fo that he needs not fear the ar-

oW
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“-row that fleeth by day, nor the deftru&ion that wafteth at
¢ nocn-day ; for a thoufand fhall fall befide him, and ten thou-
¢ fand at his right hand, but i: fhall not come nigh to him ; for
¢« he fhall give his angels charge over him to keep him in all his
“ ways ”’

O~ the omnipotent God, therefore, thro’ his blefled Son, let
your ftrong confidence be placed ; but do not vainly expe& that
every day will be to you a day of profperity or triumph. The
ways of providence lie through mazes, too intricate for human
penetration. Mercies may often be held forth to us in the fhape
of {ufterings ; and the vicifluudes of our fortune in building up
this American fabric of happinefs and glory may be various and
chequer’d.

Bu1 let not this difcourage you. Yea rather let it animate
you with a holy ferwcr—a divine embufiafm---ever perfuading
yourfelves that the eaufe of wirrue and Freedom is the Cavsg of
Gop upon earth ; and that tbe whole thcatre of human nature
does not exhibit a more auguft fpefacle than a number of Free-
men, in dependence upon Heaven, mutually binding themfelves
to encounter every difficulty and danger in fupport of their na-
tive and conftitutional rights, and for tranfmitting them wholly
and unvivlated to their pofierity, 3

I was this principle that infpired the heroes of ancient times ;.
that raifed their names to the (ﬁmmit of renown, and filled all
fucceeding ages with their enfpotted praife. It is this princi-
pie too that muft animate your conduét, if you wifh your names
to reach future generations, contpicuous in the roll of glory ;
and fo far as this prnciple leads you, be prepared to follow---
whether to life o1 to death,

WHiLs you profels vourfelves contending for Liberty, letit
be with the temper and diguity of freemen, undaunted and firm,
but without wrath orvengeance, fo far as grace may be obtain-
ed to aflift the weaknefs ot nature. Confider it as a happy cir-
cumftance, if fuch a ftruggle muft have happened, that God
hath been pleafed to poftpone it to a period, when our country
is adorned with men of enlightened zeal ; when the arts and fci-
ences are planted among us to fecure a fucceflion of fuch men;
when our morals are not far tainted by luxury, profufion or
diflipation ; when the piinciples that withftood oppreflion, in
the brighteft =ra of the Englifh hiftory, are ours as it were by
peculiar inheritance ; and when we fland upon our own ground,
with all that is dear around us, animating u. to every patriotic
exertion. Under fuch circumftances and upon fuch principles,
what wonders, what atchievements of true glory, have not been
performed !

For my part, Ihave long been poflefled with a frong and

cven
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even enthufiaftic perfuafion, that Heaven has great and gracious
Jurpofes towards this continent, which no human power or
human device fhall be able finally to fruftrate. llliberal
or miftaken plans of policy may diftrefs us for a while,
and perhaps forely check our growth ; but if we maintain our
own virtue ; if we caltivate the fpirit of Liberty among our
chilc -en ; if we guard againft the {nares of luxury, venality
and corruption ; the GEnius of Amrrica will fhill rite tri-
umphant, and that with a power at laft too mighty tor oppoii-
tion. This country awill be free—nay, for ages to come, a chofen
feat of Freedom, Aris, and heavenly knovledge ; which are now
either drooping or dead in moft countries of the old world.

To conclude, fince the f#rengeh of all public bodies, under God,
confifts in their Union; bear with each other’s infirmities,
and even varieties of fentiments, in things not eflfential to the main
. point. The tempers of men are caft in various molds. Some
are quick and feelingly alive in all their mental operations, efpe-
cially thofe which relate to their country’s weal, and are there-
fore ready to burft forth into flame upon every alarm. Othe:s a-
gaip, with intentions alike pure, and a clear unquenchable love
of their country, too ftedfuft to be damped by the milts of pieju-
dice, or worked up into conflagration by the rude blafts of pafliony
think it their duty to weigh confequences, and to deliberate fully
upon the probable means of obtaining public ends. Both thefe
kinds of men fhould bear with each other ; for both are friends to
their country. .

Oxk thing further let me add, that without order and joft /u-
bordination, there can be no waion in public bodies. However
much you may be equals on other occafions, yet all this muft
ceale in an united and affociated capacity § and every individual
is bound to keep the place and duty affigned him, by ties far more
powerful over a man of virtue and honour, than all the other ties
which human policy can contrive. It had been better never to
bave lifted a voice in your country’s caufe, than to betray it by
want of Union ; or to leave worthy men, who have embarked
their all for the common good, to fuffer, or ftand unaffitted.

LastLy, by cvery method in your power, and in every poffiblé
cale, fupport the Laws of your country. In a conteft for liberty,
think what a crime it would be, to fuffer one Freeman to be in-
fulted, or wantonly injured in his liberty, fo far as by your
means it may be prevented.

THus animated and thus a&ing—We may then sing with the
prophet—

‘“ Fear not O land! be glad and rejoice, for the Lord wilk
‘¢ do great things, Be not afraid, ye beaft of the field, for the

‘ pafturce
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¢t paftures of the wildernefs do fpring-.-The tree beareth her
<¢ fruit.--the fig-tree and the vine yield their fruit.”

Tuvus animated and thus acting---we may likewife Pra Y with
the prophet---

““ O Lorp be gracicus unto us—we have waited for thee.
<¢ Be thou our arm every morning, our falvation alfo in time of
<« rrouble. Scme truft in chariots and fome in horfes, but we
<« will remember the name of the Lord our God—O thou hope
«« of Ifrael, the Saviour therecf in time of need—thou art in the
«« midft of us and we are called by thy name—LeavE vs wor.
<« Give us one heart and one way, that we may fear thee for ever,
¢« for the good of ourlelves and our children after us---We iook-
«¢ ed for peace, but no good came; and for a time of health,
«« but behold we are in trouble---Yet will we truft in the Lord
< for ever; for in the Lord Jehovah is everlafting ftrength---He
«¢ will vet bind up the broken-hearted, and comfort thofe that
¢¢ mourn”-.-even fo, oh our God, do thov comfort and relieve
them, that fo the bones which thou has broken may yet rejoice.
Infpire us with a high and commanding fenfe of the value of
our conlftitutional rights! may a fpirit of wifdom and virrue be
poured down upon us all; and may our Reprefentatives, thofe
who are delegated to devife and appointed to execure public mea-
fures, be dire@®ed to fuch, as thou in thy fovercign goodnefs
fhall be pleafed to render effe¢tual for the falvation cf a great
empire, and re-uniting all its members in one facred bond of
harmony and public happinefs! Grant this, oh Father, for thy
Son jefus Chrift’s fake ; to whom, with thee and the holy Spirit,
one God, be Glory, Honour and Power now and forever!
AMEN.
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