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e~ TO

‘The moft Reverend, His Gracr,

THOMAS

. Lord Archbithop of Canterbury, Prefident;

Axp . '

To all the honorable and vencrablc Members, ':
Of the SOCIETY

For propagating the Gofpel in foreign Parts.

" My Lorps and GENTLEMEN,
| : FTER the many excellent Sermons
A that have been preached and pu-
blithed by the members of your
body, on the Propagation of Chriff's re-

liglon, through the untutored parts of the
earth, the prefent publication may be

thought to argue fome degree of pre-
famption. And this confideration, added
to" the difficulty of faying any thing new or
interefting, on a fubje fo fully handled by
many of the brighteft ornaments of our

5N church,
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church, would have deterred the author

frem letting the fir/t Part of this Difcourfe

appear in print; if, on the othcr hand, he
had not been encouraged thercm, by the

exprefs defire of his brethren who heard it

snd the Hopss that his fituation in

Ar:ovicz may have enabled him to place

fome particular points in -a hght, perhaps,

fomewhat new.

- WitH  refpect to the fecond Paxt, it
may be thought .chry necdlefs labour to
attempt a proof—That the "interefts of
Chrifbianity ‘will be advanced, by pro-'-'
mbting theinterells of Science.  But i1t hath
been the author’s miéfottuné, in his en-
deavours for the latter, to meet with ménJL
who 'fccm'ng' to confider the advance-
ment of Knewlege and free Enquxry as
nnfnendly to their illiberal Syftem, have
fet themfelves up, with rage almoft Gotbic,
to flitfe the infant Sciences here. For this

rc-xfon, hc thought hc could notdoa better
v {ervice
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fervice than endeavour to fhew them at
large that they were, in effe®t, waging war,
not only with every thing elegant and ufeful
"in life, but even with the extenfion of our
Common Cbrg'ﬁia)zity and the beft interefts of
our fpecies! And if, in the profecution of
this defign, he hath been led into a more
particular Analyfis of the {ciences than fome
may judge needful in a difcourfe of this kind,

he hopes the circumftances of the cafe will
be his plea.

"He canrot conclude without taking this
opportunity of exprefling his gratitude ta
the venerable focicty in general, for the
honor done him by their body; and to
{undry illuftrious Members in particular for
the countenance and protection thewn him,
at a time when their countenance and
proteCtion ftood him in much ftead.

Philadelphia, Auguit 8th, 1760.

The Author.

L —— - - .



Philade'ohia, May 2d, 1760, °
" AGREED,

JAT the -Thanks of this Convention be
given to the Rev. Dottor WILLIAM
SMITH, Prefident of the fame, for his éxcel-
lent Sermon preached this Day before them ;

and that he be rcqueﬁ:cd to pnn; the f:ud Ser-
an-

Grorer Craig, THoMas BarToy,
PuiLir REeaDING, RoserT M’KEAN,
WiLLiam STurGEON, = CHaRLEs INGLIS,
Hucn NeiLt, Jacos DucHE.

SamuerL Cooker,

: ALTHoucH my bodily Indifpofition prevented
my hearing this Sermon, yet from the Account

I have received of it, I heartily join with my

Rcv Brethren, in their Requeft for printing it.
Rom:n'r JENNEY.
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SERMON, &%«

PsarL M 1. 8.

4& qfuemdlﬂnllgxu thee the Heasben for shime
inberitance, and the wttermasi parts of the earth

Ja sy poffeffon.

and good (fays a fublime * writer) give

her large and extenfive profpets of the

~ immenfity of God’s works, and of his
inexhaufted Wifdom and Goodnefs.”

Now, thofe divine attributes of Wifdom and
Goodnefs are no where more glorioufly difplayed
than in the Gofpel-difpenfation, and in thofe
marvellous Revolutions and Workings of Pro-
vidence, which the Almighty has performed,
and will yet perform, for the Salvation of mankind, ,_
and the final extenfion of his Son’s kingdom to
the ends of the carth.

S : WEeLcoME,

€ Dr, Burnct in his Theory,

“I F you would make the foul of man great
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‘WxLcoMme, therefore, thrice welcome the holy
Scriptures, thofe living oracles of God, which can
lend a clue to our meditations, and conduét
themn, by divine Grace, thro’ thefe awfully
improving fubjets. Here is the « Myftery which
was hid from ages and from generations, but
which God at length manifefted to his Saints,
with a promife that the riches of the glory thereof
fhould be made known among the Gentiles.”*

THis latter part of the Gofpel-difpenfation,
which relates to the final converfion of the
Genules, even to the :tttermost parts of the earth,
is that which, by the words of my text, and the
prefent occafion of our mccting, I am more
immediatelvled to confider. And, in doing this,
I thall, by divine affiftance, purfue the following
Method. | |

First, 1 suaLL endeavour to fhew, from the
general voice of Prophecy----That it is tha
gracious purpofe of God, in his own good time,
to bring the Heathen around us to the knowlege
of - his blefitd Gofpel, thro’ the grace of our
Lord Jefus Chritt. .

~ Secondly, 1 suaLL make fome remarks on the
prefent firuation of things on this continent with
refpect to theGofpel-ceconomy, and the probability
of a fpeedy accomplithment of the Prophccies

w‘hxch relate to the final converfion of the nations.

Laf?oy,
® Coloffiuns i. 26, 27.
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Lastly, FroM this view of things, I fhall offer
an humble Addrefs to you, my Brethren, who are
employed as inftruments in the hand of God for
carrying on this great work of Counverfion, by the
Preaching of the Gofpel in places that heregofore
¢ fat in darknefs and the fhadow of death !”

You fee here, what a large field is opened;
and would to God that I were enducd with gifts
and powers fufficient to acquit myfelf therein
agreeable fo your expe@ations. But I know the
vaft, the glorious importance of the fubjelts
propofed ; and I feel my own weaknefs. I
befeech you, therefore, to fend forth your
prayers for me to the throne of grace, that thefe
fubjects may not fuffer in my hands ; and thar I
may be enabled to fpeak as becomes one called
1o the prefent office.

I aMm, in the Firs# place, then, to confider the
general voice of prophecy, with refpeét to the
Converfion of the Heathen around us. And
among many other illuftrious predi&tions of this
event, the words of my text, and the verfes
preceeding it, are full and ftrong.

““ Way do the Heathen rage, and the people
tmagine a vain thing ?---Yet have I fet my king
upon my holy hill of Sion.----Thou art my fon;
this day have I begotten thee. Afk of me, and
I fhall givc thee the Heathen for thine inheritance,
’ B2 and

T s e P UL e
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od the wretitiof parts of the ewrth for thy
poffion.” The meaning of whick is, sccording
0 all the commentators--

Trou art my fon Jefus! This day have I
snointed thee king over all the world, which
thou haft purpofed to 7edesm.  Go on; compleat
the great eternal fcheme, and chereby eftablith
for thyfelf a kingdom of everlafting holinefs.
In vain fhall the nations rage. In vain fhall
their proud leaders, Herod, Pontius Pilate,
the Phanfces and rulers of Ifrael, combine
themfelves againft thee. In vain fhall they feek
to dethrone thee, to cut thee off from the earth,
and w cruth thy kingdom in its birth. My
eternal purpofes are fixed. The right hand of
my power fhall be thy ftrength and guide. It
fhall defeat all the machinations of thy encmies,
and raife thee even from the habitations of the
dead, to thire inheritance in the manfions of
glory. There fhalt thou dwell for cver, and
whatever thou thalt afk of me thou fhalt receive,
ull the Heathen become thing inheritance, and
the very ends of the ecarth thy poflefficn.

Herrin we fec 2 moft ftriking Prediction
eancerning the propagation and final extenfion of
Chrift's kingdom to the very remoteft mations of
the world. And indeed thereis a beautiful

harmony

It gl S a2
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harmonyamong all the prophcnc writers, rclauve
te the fame event. ,

Tuz venerable Patriarch Jacob in bleﬁ‘mo
his fon Judah, gives an carly intimatien thereof;
and tells him that the fceptre thould not depart
from his family till the immortal Suiron fhould
come, who was to erect an everlafting kingdom,
wnto whom the gathering of tie people was to be.*

BuT of all the Prophetic writers, the fublime
Ifaiah feems to have been favored with the fulleft
view of the Gofpel-ftate, from the very birth of
the Meffiah to that glorious period, whereof we
are now fpeaking, when the « kingdoms of this
world fhall become the kingdoms of our Lord,
and of his Chrift.” For this reafon he has been
called the Evangelical prophet, and has delivered
many noble preditions concerning the extenfion
of the Gofpel, and the final converfion of the
nations.

“ Tue § ecarth, fays he, in a language
peculiarly ftriking and emphatical, fhall be full
of the knowlege of theLord as the waters cover
the fea. And in that day there fhall be a root of
Jefle which thall ftand for an enfign of ths
people; to it fhali the Gentiles feek, and his reft
fhall be glorious.”

AND

¥ Genelis xlix, 10. § Ifaiah xi, 9. 10.
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AND again the fpirit of God, fpeaking by the
fame Prophet concerning the Mefliah fays,
s It +is alight thing for thee, [or a fmall part
of thy undertaking] that Thou [the faviour of
the world] fhouldft be my fervant to raife up the
tribes of Jacob, and to reftare the preferved of
Ifracl. I will alfo give thee for a light to the
GEexTILES, that thou m@eﬂ be my _/blvat:an ynta
the end of the earth.”’

InDzED, the laft chapters of this book are only
onc continued prediction of this period, and the
glorious circumftances attending it.

« I aM found, fays he, of them that fought
me not. I faid, behold me, behold me to a
nation that was not czlled by my name. $”

Navy he even gives a Geographical divifion of
the quarters of the world that were to receive the
Gofpel, wherein he has included the whole Four.

¢« T wiLe ferd thofe that efcape of them, fays
he, to Tarfhifh, Pul and Lud that draw the
bow, to Tubal and Javan, to the Ifles afar off
that have not heard my fame nor feen my glory;
and they fhall declare my glory among the

Gentiles.*
Now, according to our learned Commentators,

Tarthith denotes the Eaf?, Pul and Lud the
Soutb,

¢ Chapter xlix. 6. } Chapter Ixv. 3, ® Chepter Ixvi, 19.

. : - aa e e - — ..
—~——y * oy
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South, Tubal and Javan the North, and the Ifled

the West.  For, in holy fcripture, the Ifles, the
Sea, and the Weft are frequently put for one
another; fo that *¢ the iflands afar i which have
not heard of God's fame, nor feen his glory,”
may well be underftood to comprehend this
American continent, or Wesl-Indies generally fo
called, as the learned Dr. Lowrb has obierved in
his accurate commentary upon this pafiage.

To the fame purpofe {peaks the prophet
Jeremiah, in his fixteenth chapter. Intending to
reproach the Jews for their abfurdity in
apoftatizing from the true God, after they hadonce
known him, he tells them that, to their great
difgrace, a time would come when the very
Heathen themfelves, who had never heard the
name of God, would come to him even from the
uttermost parts of the earth; and confefs that the
gods which they had worfhipped were no gods at
all, but that they and their fathers had inherited
Lies from the beginning, and put their truft in
things that profited not. :

" ¢ O *Lord, my ftrength and my fortrefs and
my refuge in the day of affliCtion; the Gentiles
fhall come unto thee from the ends of the earth,
and fhall fay, Surely our fathers have inherited

lies
® Jeremiah xvi, 19. 29,
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kies and varity, and things Wherein there # no
profit. Shall 2 man make gods unto himfelf]
and they are no gods?”

LeT us hear alfo the prophctDamel. + < The
Lord God of heaven fhall fet up a kingdom
which fhall break in pieces and confume all thofe.
kingdoms (i. e. the four monarchies) and it
fhall ftand for ever and ever.  Behold, one like
the fon of man came with the clouds of heaven,
and there was given him dominion and glory and
a kingdom that all people and nations and
languages fhould ferve him.”

In like manner fpeaks Malachi, ¢ From ¢
the Rifing of the Sun to the Going-down of the
fame, my name fhall be great among the Gentiless
and in every placeincenfe fhall be offered unto
my name, and a pure offering; for my name
fhall be great. among the Heathen.” All which
is confirmed, with the utmoft folemnity by the
angel’s found in the revelation, and the great
voices from heaven, declaring-----

“ Tuat the kingdoms of this world are
become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his
Chrift, and he fhall reign for ever and ever.” §

Now, although thefc Prophecies may, in part,
have had their completion, by the valt rapidity

with
1 Daniel i, 44, 1 vii 33, 34, * Malachi i, 33, § Rev, %i. 15.
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with which the Gofpel fpread itfelf into almoft
every known corner of the old world, foon after
our Saviour’s Alfcenfion into heaven, vyet,
methinks, it is impoffible that they fhould eyer
have their full accomplithment without the
converfion of the Indian Natives around us, gnd
the propagation of Chrift’s kingdom to the
remoteft parts of this continent. We have many
of the ftrongeft arguments to induce this belief.
For, in the firft place, none of thefe Texts, which
I have read, put any fhorter limit to the {preading
of the Gofpel than the Ends of the Earth, and
from the Rifing of the Sun to the Going-down of
the fame. And fecordly our Saviour himfelf, that
laft and greateft of all the Prophets, has exprefly
told us that ¢¢ Jerufalem * fhall be trodden down
of the Gentiles, till the times of the Gentiles be
fulfilled.” Now Jerufalem is {till trodden down
by the Gentiles, and + confequently their times
zre not yet fulfilled.

We believe, therefore, on the moft folid
principles, that there is referved by Providence
fome future period or crifis in' the Gofpel-
ceconomy, for a more remarkable and final
fulliing of the Gentiies, even to the ends of the earth;

and that 1itis the great and gracious purpofe of
C God,

* Lukexxi, 22, 1 Sce Dr, Newton's Diflertations N© . XX,
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God, in that dsy, to manifeft himfelf to the
¢ Heathen around us, and bring them to the
knowlege of his bleflfed Gofpel, thro’ the grace of
our Lord Jefus Chrift;” wluch was the firft thmg
I propoled to thew.

But here Infidelity ufually urges the fullowmg
queftions, viz.

Ir fuch be the intention of Gad, and fo grcat
the efficacy of his Gofpel; what muft become of
thofe who have fat fo long in darknefs and the
fhadow of death? And why does he fo long delay
the accomplifhmént of his own eternal promifes?
" ReverRence tc the fupreme Lord of heaven
and earth, it might have been hgped, would
have fecured the advocates of the Chriftian
Revelation ageinft quefligns of flich high
prefumption. * For who ‘all fay unto the
A_lmighty, what doft thou? Or what man, of
mortal defcent, fhall hope to uafold thofe fecret
reafons of divine conduét, which eternal wifdom
hath not thought fit to reveal?

As for us, we thall only reply in general that
as * Thofe * who have finned in the Law fhall
b= judged by the Law, fo thofe who have finned
without the Law [if they peri/b] fhall perith
without it.” As the fpirit of God hath not

thought

¢ Romans ii. 12,
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ihdught fit to declare how far the Satisfaftion of
Curist will be applied to thofe who never heard
of his name, we muit notprefume to be wife
above what is written. The nations that fit in
darknefs and the fhadow of death muit be left to
God’s uncowh;nled Mercics, to “judge them
according to th¢®neafure of Knowlege and Light
which they hgeivcd. The Tribunal of che
Almighty is creCt€d upon infinite Wifdom, Juf
tice and Goodnefs---and infinite Wifdom, Juftice:
and Gaodnefs cannet comnit Error or Wrong!

With refpeét to the fecond queftione--—<
“ Why doth the Almighty fo long dclay the
accomplithment of his own gracious promifes?™
We muft anfwer much in the fame general
manner. Knawn unto God, and him alone,
are all his counfels from the foundation of the
world. Some Conjectures, however, we may
humbly offer on this head, without incurring
the charge of prefumption.

ExcepT in extraordinary cafes, the fupreme
Being feems to corductall his operations by
general laws; and, both in the Natural and Moral
world, the advances to Perfection are gradual and
progreflive. The Law and the Prophets, which
were of old, were but a faint and myfterious

Revelation of the will of God, compared to the
Ca full
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‘full blaze of the Gofpel, whereby his wilole *
couwnci! thone forth at laft to mankind. The Lord
fpoke once in thunders and lightnings from
Mount Sinai, + but now leaves the converfion of
hations to the ordinary methods of his
providence. God did not glvc the Chriftian
revelation itelf, tll the § Ro amibition had
brought almoft the whole ‘Kto a kind of
fimilarity of language and manners, and had
opened fuch an intercourfe between diftant
nations, as made that one of the moft favorable
periods for fpreading a new Religion. Countries
were now acceflible that had before been

‘known; and univerfal peace, added to
unverlnl fubjeCtion to cne commen Empire,
gave the difciples of Chrit and frft preachers of
the Gofpcl a great advantage in travelling from
Clime to Clime.

Now, who linows but almighty wifdom may
have predetermined a period fimilar to this, in
the fituation of affairs in this New World, for
fpreading his glorious Golpel to the remoteft

parts of it?
Axp the confideration of this leads me to the

* ARexx. 27. 1 Exodusxix. 16. Secoms
. 1 See fome tine remarks on this head by Dr. Robhertfon. the
. celebrated author of the hiftory of Scotlund, in his fermon
before the focicty ia Scotland for propagating Chrifian

- Kaewlese,
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Second head of my difcourfe; which was < te
make fome remarks on the fituation of things on

this Continent, with refpect to the Gofpel-
ceconomy, and the probability of a fpeedy
accomplifbment of the Prophecies which relate to
the fulfilling qf tbc Gentiles, and finad Converfion
of the Nations.”

ANp here what a feries of remarkable
circumftances claim our moft devout attention ?
Reafoning upon moral as upon nmalural things,
what a beautiful analogy fhall we find among all
the operations of divine Providence ?

The Sun, the glorious Luminary of Day,
comes forth from his chambers of the Eas?, and,
rcjoicing to run his courfe, carrics Light and
Heat an! Joy thro’ the nations to the remoteft
parts of the /#¢f?, and returns to the place from
whence he came.  Inlike mannerit doth appear
that the Light of the glorious Gofpel is to
proceed, till it hath carried one bright Day over
all the habitable world; and then will come the
end of things. The infpired Writers, we have
already fe2n, love to fpeak of the propagation of
Chriftianity, under this figure; as proceeding
from the Rifing to the Setting of the Sun; and
this courfe we find it has purfued.

In the primitive ages of Simphcxty, the firft
mdlcatlons of Divine Will were given to the

Patriarchs
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I .:triarchs of mankind in the Eafern parts 8f the
world, by God himfelf, converfing with them
face to face, as thiey tended their flocks, or
journeyed on from pafture to pafture. This was
the Dawn of things. Soon afterwards followed
the Law, and then the Prophets, advancing
nearer and nearer to a full and perfet Revelation,
¢ilt at laft it broke forthin its Meridian glory, by
the coming of the fon of God, at that period
already re erred to, when the ficuation of the
world had prepared the way for its more
effcCtual reception. The Witdom of God was
vifible in all this; and foon did the Chnftian
Rcligion fpread itlelf #es?card, till it reached
the valt Atlantic ocean, and the Ifles of the
Gentiles, where the pofterity of Japhet dwelt.

Now among thefe Iiles, or places on the
Ocean, or Weftern parts, as they are indifferently
phrafed, GreaT-BriTa1N, our Mother-country,
that altima Thule of the ancicnts, bore a principal
fgure. Early was the Gofpel preached in her, if
not by the Apoftles themfclves, yet certainly by
fome of their followers, in their days, and before
the deftru@ion of Jerufilem. * Here

® There is fome probability that the gofpel was preached in
Great-B:itaip by St. Simon the apofile, there is much g.cater
probability that it was preached there by St. Paul; and there is
shwlute ccrtaimty that it was plasted there in their  Drys.
Buft™us fays that the apofties preached in all the world, and
fome of them pafiod beyond the Ocean, even to the Britannic
e - --cuu-trams Oceanum evalffe, ad cas iniulas qua Britannice
veonttr,  Demons. Evaxg. b, 3. And
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Heee the matter refted. This was the fir&
Stage of the Gofpel-progrefs. To the Weftward
of Britain the ancients fcem to have known
nothing. They confidered thefe iflands as the
ends of the world; and cxtenfive as the Roman
empire was _at our Saviour’s coming, this
American continent, more extenfive than it all,
lay entirely hid from their knowlege, and feems
to have been referved as the ftage of a fecond
remarkable period in the Gofpel-progrefs. Not
a veftige, therefore, of Chnftianity was pro-
pagated hither, till after it had kept pofieflion
of the Old World, in various forms and under
various corruptions, for at leat fifteen centuries.
But, at the expiration of that period, it pleafed
God to open the way to the difcovery of new
countrics, which likewife opened the way to the
eftablithment of the Gofpel in them. For it is
obvious to remark, that the nations, which were

raifed up for this purpofe, wge thofc among
whom Chriftianity was openly profeficd, and

confequently they carricd their religion along
with them. Being likewife fuperior to all the
reft of the world in the arts of Commerce and
every 1mprovement of civil life, they were the

, ’ ficteft
And Theodoret, among the nations converted by the apefties,
reckons particularly the Britons ;----negue folum Romarzs, fed et

‘Bﬂtarmo.t,’ atque, ut femel dicor, cmne beminum gerus, Serm. 9.
Sec Dr. Neawton, Duffertation XVIII,
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fitteft to explore new fettlements, conciliate the
affections of the. natives, and puth their
difcoveries to the greateft extent. This they did
with remarkable zeal and fuccefs; and, tho’ it
muft be confeifed that they have made ufe of the
advantages which they enjoyed, chiefly for the
fecular purpofes of extending their Empire and
Commerce, yet they have not been altogether
negligent of the propagation of the facred

Recligion which they profefs.
In this divine work, our Mother-country, one

of the"purcﬂ: branches of the Chriftian-church,
always foremoft in cvery pious and humane
undertaking, has fignally exerted herfelf. In
her, even in an age whergin Chriftianity hath
loft much of its mfluence on the lives of mcn‘,
many public Societies have bcen fcrmed, and
noble contributions made, with the glorious
view of cxtending the Knowlege of God over this
vaft untutored f@pntinent. At the head of thefe
16 juftly placcd that venerable focicty, incerperated
for propagating the gofpel in fereign  paris, in
whofe fervice moft of you, my brethren, have
the Honor to be employed, and for promoting
whofe pious defigns we are now voluntarily
affembled together. This auguft and venerable

body confifts of the principal dignitaries of our
church,

- - . - . B
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church, fundry‘of the piime nobility of the
nation, and many other pious perfons of every
degree. It has fubfifted for near fourfcore of
years, and, by the providence of God, has been |
remarkably enabled to fupport the great and -
growing expence incident to fuch an undertaking,
Two objects have moft worthily employed
the attention of this Society; the firé# to provide
for the adminiftration of religious ordinances
among our own Colonilts themfclves, who have
hitherto been gencrally too thinly fettled to be
able to fupport a regular miniftry without {uch
affiltance; and fecend)y to winover the Heathene
natives to the knowlege of God, and a firm
attachment to our national intercft. Thele two
defigns, however much evil men may ftrive to
feparate them, muft neceffarily go hand in hand.
Should the Society employ themiclves wholly tc
the bufinefs of converting the Indian natives
from Heathenifm, while they fuffered their own
colonies to degenerate into a ftate little better
than that Heathenifm itfelf, the attempt would
be equally vain and unjuft. For it would be t
little purpofe for us to fend out Miffionaries
among them to perfuade them to embrace our
Religion, unlefs the fruits and « Light of our

Religion thould fo fhine before them, thar they
D fecing
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feeing our good works may glorify our father
which is in heaven. *” '

Tue {upport, therefore, of Chriftianity
among ourfelves, and the propagation of it
among our Heathen Neighbours, are but
different parts of the fame undertaking ; and thd®
we have not hitherto had dny great fuccefs in the
latter, yet it is our duty to continue our beft
endeaveurs, For who knows either the
particular time when, or the means by which,
the Lord may be pleafed to accomplifh his own
divine Promifes?

Tut Converfion of nations has often, before
#ow, beert brought about when but leaft

expefted; and by means which, to humah
forefight, feemed the leaft probabie. One
{iigle Savage, fully convinced of the Truth of
Chriftianity,*and truly asimated by its fublime
fpicit, may perhaps, thro’ the power of the living
God, at fome future period, be rendered an
Apoftle to the reft, and an inftrument of turning
thoufands from the ways of Darknefs and the
¢ power of Satan, to the marvellous light of

‘Chrift; that they may receive forgivenefs of

fins, and an inheritance among them which are
fanified by faith thatis in Him.” +

INNUMERABLE
® Matthew v, 16, 1 Adts xavi. 18,

R 4
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INnNuMERABLE methods, befides this, are in the
providence of that God, whofe power who fhall
tell? And it is impoffible but, in his own |
appointed time, he muft give the promifed
blefling to the pious endeavours which are

continually ufed for the propagation of his Gofpel
in this Weftern world.

. Many obftacles, which formerly lay in the
way of this great work, feem now to be almoft
entirely removed. We were, heretofore, but a
fmall people, poffefling an inconfiderable fpet of
this Continent. Our accefs to the heathen
nations was difficult and dangerous. Our
knowlege of their country was but very limited;
and the arts of our bufy enemies had fown many -
prejudices among them to our difadvantage.
Bur now the cafe is much altered. We are
become a great and growing people; extending,
and likely to extend, our empire far over this

continent. The prefent war, which we fhort-
ﬁghtcd mortals confidered as one of the greateft
evils, is like to be productive of the beit of
confequences. With the deepeft adoration, we
behold the hand of Providence in it. A feries of
unlooked-for fucceffes has bleffed our arms, for
which we and oeur poflerity, throughout all
generations, ought to offer up continual Hymns
D of
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of gratitude and praife to the Giver of all vitory.
‘The Proteftant intereft in America has now
received fuch fignal advantages, and obtained
fuch fure footing, that we truft neither the
machinations of its invcterate enemies, nor even
the gates of kell itlelf, fhall ever prevail
again-l‘t it. Our credit with the Indian natives
begins to ftand in a high point of light. A
morc thorough knowlege of their country and
manners 1s ootained than ever we had before.
Strong fortifications are fixed, which will always
facilitate our accefs to them. Tle attention of
al! ranks of men is now more turned to the
profecution of our intercits on this continent than
ever was known at any former period; andif it
fhall pleafe God to direé the heart, of our Rulers
to a Pcace which may in any degree be
anfwerabl: to our former fuccefles, then will be
the ime when we may expect to fee Chriftianity
propagated to advantage.

By our connexions with our Mother-country,
and tne produciions of cur own happy  climate,
we are the only peoplz of all the European
nations, fettled in America, that are able to feed
th= Hungry and cloath the Naked. When our
encmics  fhall be confined within their due
bounds, we fhall thus have obtaincd a more
rnatural and lafting dominion over the Heathen

natives
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natives of this continent by our Arts. and
Manufactures, than the Ramans did over the old

world by the terror of their arms.  Every river,
“creek, inlet, Jake and fettlement, will be open te
our Commerce; and when we ftretch forth food
and raiment, and practife the other arts of
Humanity, to the glad inhabitants, it is hoped
that we fhall not be wanting to ftretch forth alfo

the dread ® of life to their famithed fouls. The
prefent {pirit and difpofition of our nation give us
a well-grounded affurance that the means will
never be wanting for carrying on  fuch
benevolent purpofes; and when all thefe things

fhall confpire, we may truft that the promifed
period, for the fulfiling of tbe Gentiles, and
thorough converfion of the Nations, even to thefe
remotest  parts of the earth, cannot be far off.

O~k circumftance more, which bearst' moft
favorable afpe ¢t towards the accomplithment of

this

* Old Hakinyt, in his dedication to Sir Frarcis Welfpngtam,
has a fine thought to this puipots; which fhews that our
endeavours for the propagation of Chriftianity in thefe parts,
arc only a neceflary refult ctour futt plan in making new
difcoveries ; and that our Public Faith, in conjun&ion with our
Duty to our God, engages us to the continuance of thefe
endeavours.

“ For mine own part T take our trafick with the borne
naturalles, (mecaning the Indians) as a pledge of God's further
favour, both unte us and them; but to them efpecially, wnto
whofe doors, I doubt not, in tihe thall be by us carried the
wmcomparable Treafure of the Truth of Chriftianity and of the
Gofpel, while we ufe and exercite common Trade with their
merchants.” |
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this event, ought not efcape our notice. It s the
fpirit ‘which now difplay!i/tf'c‘;fo', thro’ thefe
American colonies, for the founding feminaries of
Learning and the advancement of ufeful Science.
Such pious defigns as thefe, aided and improved
by a preacked Gofpel and the divine bleffing,
eannot fail of fpreading the rays of heavenly
knowlege far over this untutored continent.
The confideration of this hath ever been an
interefting topic with me; and, therefore, I
thought it worthy of being particularly handled
on a former public occafien. It would be
needlefs to repeat any thing I then f2id. The *
difcourfe delivered at that time is in your hands,
and the arguments there adduced, added to
thofe now laid before you, will be fufficient to
eftablih  the ¢ probability of a fpeedy
accomplifhment of the prophecies which relate
to the final Converfion of the nations;” which
was my fecond Head.

I proceed, therefore, in the /aft place, « from

this view of things, to offer an humble Addrefs to
you

@ The difcourfe here referred to was delivered before the Truf-
tees, Maflers, Students and Scl:olars of the college and academy
of Phitadelphia at the firft anniverfary Commencement in that
u::’c, with a view to fhew the great and intimate conmexion, .

c=n the advancement of the Sciences, and the propagation of
Chrit's Gefpel. [t was firft printed in Londaon, and being on
the fam= text with thisdiicsur eisnow aldid as 2 facond and
faithing Part thereof, with the alteratien only of a few ientencea
of the in rodution,

P m— - - -
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you, my brethren, who are employed 23
inftruments in the hand of God, for carrying on
this great work of converfion, by the preaching
of the Gofpel in places that heretofore fas in
Darkme/s and the fbadow of Death.”

AwD this part of my fubjett I enter upon with
that diffidence and humiliation of heart, which
become one who is fpeaking tomen of known
eapacities and integrity; and among whom
are fundry of my feniors in the facred office
of the miniftry. Befides this, a feries of
neceffary =vocations hath, for fome years patt,
drawn a confiderable part of my attention from
the immediate ftudy of that Divine Science,
which both duty and inclination would induce
me chiefly to cultivate; and nothing but your
exprefs injunctions, added to a perfuafion that it
will not be neceffary for me to fay much on this
fubje@t, could give me the Freedom to proceed.

Is it fo, then, my brethren, that God
hath chofen the Britith nation, above all others,
to fettle the moft important part of this
continent? Hath he profpered their arms, and
extended their empire in the moft fignal manner,
thro’ a feries of hazardous events? Doth he feem
to have purpofed through us the extenfion of

his everlating gofpel to the ends of the world,

and

|
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#od pre you charged with the miniftration of thet |
Mofed Gofpel, snd feverally capsble of
seamibuting forpewhat, uader divine affiftance,
g0 the haftening of that happy periad, wherein
4+ the Knowlege of the Lord'fhall cover the whake
carth as the waterscover the €a? " Are thefe .
ghiags fo, and con we ever be without the moft
animating motives to fupport and encourage us
a0 fo great a work, how inconfiderable foever the
semporal advantages may be, which are annexed
90 the difcharze of is? Confidered in chis light,
how divinely importatw does your Missiow
sppear? Whilit others are propofing, and juftly
propoficgy, to themiclves the Palm of high
renown, for bravely ut:duing and maintaining ¢
sich- and fpacious councy for the name of
Britain and Liberty, ‘we majy confider ourfelves,
even in a ftill higher light, asinbduing itto the
name of CrrisT, and adding it to his everlafting
kingdom! compared to this, the glory of
temporal conquefts and foundations is but
unfubftantial air, and fhort-lived renown.
. In fo noble a work, therefore, the corduétof -
that firft of Miffionaries, the great Apoftie of the
Gentiles, our illuftrious predeceflor in die
bulinefs of preaching the Gofpd among
uncultivated nations, ought te be our sule and
medel,
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model. ¢ When it pleafed God, fays he, to
veveal his Son in me, tbat I might preach kim
among the Heatben, immediately I conferred not
with fleth and blood.” "This zealous fervant of
Chrift had formed a juf: idea of the work he had
undertaken, and confidered it as a ficld wherein
he was to encounter many difficulties, and reap
but few worldly advantages. He therefore
propofes to himfelf advantages of a more durable
pature, and ftrives to raife himfelf above this
world, and all its clogs and attachments. For
this end, he holds daily intercourfe with the
Father of Spirits, and was frequent in prayer and
meditation. -And certainly if ever men ought to
be ferious, humble, abftraed from worldly
embarrafiments, and dependent upon divine
affiftance in any office or truft in this world, it
ought to be in the Exercife of the Miniry, and
difpenfation of the glorious Gofpel; for who is of
himfelf fufficient for thefc things?

‘Bur together with Serioufnefs, Prayer,
Meditation, and dependence upon God, an
ardent Zeal and Fervor of Spirit are moft
neceflary qualifications. In any undertaking,
where the world has but few advantages to follicit
Jerfeverance, /nay where many inconveniencies
uft neceffatily be furmounted, it is well for a

L may
f
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man to have within himfelfa fervent principle of
altion. Indeed, indifference in the difcharge of
any duty is a greaterror, butin things of the
higheft moment it is unpardonable. It was a
fevere rebuke to one of the churches, that the
was lukeswarm; for which the was threatened to
be fpued out.  * ¢« I know thy works, that thou
art neither cold nor hot. I would thou wert cold
or het,” faith the fpiric of God to her.

Whoever confiders the immenfe value of human
fouls; whoever is imprefled with a juft fenfe of
our prefent degeneracy; whoever contemplates
the vaft goodnefs of God, and believes the Gofpel
to be the produce of the greateft Love which
heaven could fhew, or a corrupt world receive-e-
muft needs be inanimate indeed, not to glow
with an unquenchable ardor tor its univerfal
extenfion to all the fons of men!

ToceTHER with zeal for Religion, ¢ pure
and undefiled before God and the father,” + a
zeal for Civil Liberty, its infeparable companion,
will be truly commendable. Itis the peculiar
glory of the Britith Nation to ftrive not only to
enlighten, but to ennoble, the Human Race;
not only to break afunder thofe fpiritual Fetters
which the Dominion of ANTiciRIST hath

cftablithed

® Rev, iil, 15, 4 Jaes i, 37.
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eftablithed over the Soxls of men, but likewife o
let the oppreffed go FREE, and to ftrike off thofe
bodily Fetters under which fo great a part of the
human Species groans.

In fo righteous a caufe, it becomes the
Minifters of God’s Word, which is founded on
Liberty both of Body and Mind, to {tand among
the warmeft Champions; and therefore fhould
ever another period come, when a crucl encmy is
advancing to rob us of all that we account dear
and facred, let us cry aloud and [pare not. Being
placed on the walls of our Sion, and glowing
fublimely with the fpirit of Gofpel-truth and
Freedom, let us be earneft with our country, as
we have been heretofore, warning, exhorting
and animating all around us to ¢ play the men
for the people and cities of our God.” *

THis is agreesble to the injuntions of our
benevalent fuperiors in fuch cafes delivered to
us. We are charged tc enforce Loyalty, public
Spirit, Submiffion to juft government, and the
Payment of neceflary tribute and taxes. Defigning
menmay infinuate, as they have done, that this
is going beyond our fphere, and they may
oppofe and injure us by every device in their
power. But ten thoufand fuch attempts and

infinuations ought not to deterus from our duty.
E 2 Ous

# ; Sam, x. 12.
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Our Civil and Religious rights are infeparably
connceéted; and whatever hurts or deftroys the
former, mut, in theiffue, hurtor deftroy the latter.
But further, to a commendable Zeal 1n
every thing praife-worthy, we muft add
Prudence and Decorum of condut ; and, above
all, a generous Spirit of Forbearance, Toleration,
and Coarity toour Proteftant brethren of other
denominations. Thefe are Duties peculiarly
incumbent on the Minifters of fo benevolent a
Religion as that of Jesus, and fo generous a
Church as that "of England. Matters of
Confcience come not under human cognizance.
The catholic and free fpirit of the Britifa
Government and Protcfiant religion difdains to
creft a tyranny over the minds of men, or to
reign over uninformed zeal. Religion can be
founded on nothing elfe but every man’s private
conviction. °Tis to God, in the end, that we
muit all anfiwer; and from our own confciences,
in the mean time, that we muft receive remorfe
or farisfition. Another man cannot interfere,
nor f:el for us, nor judge for us, in this matter.
OsE thing further is abfolutely neceffary for
us a3 Minifters of God’s word; and thatis great
carc and induftry In the compofition of our
Sermons. 'We have many eyes upon us; and
) certainy
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ecrtainly it is treating a fenfible audience with a
very great degree of difrefpect, for any man o
ftep into a pulpit to entertain them with what
bears all the marks of want of Study and Care.

« It is an unfeafonable picce of Vanity (fays
a learned * prelate of our church) for any
preachers to offer their own crudities, till they
have well digefted and ripened them. I wifh
the Majefty of the Pulpit were more locked to,
and that no fermons were offered from thence,

but fuch as fhou!d make the hearer both wifer
and better.”

WE do, however, readily acknowlege that a
man vitally good, much with Ged, rich in
grace, fervent in f{pirit, a mafter of literature
and expreffion, powerful i Eloquence, and,
above all, mighty in the Scriptures, may be well
warranted, as circumftances may require, to
fpeak without any immediate ftudy or
preparation. But, in a general way, this
method argues fo much want of care and
deference; it is withal fo dangerous in its ufe;
and thefe divine Gifts mentioned above
fall fo feldom to the fhare of any onc man,
and it is moreover fo eafy to miftake or fubftitu
the wild Ebullitions of a heated Imagination
" Phasifaical

® Rithop Burnet,
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Pharifaical Pride, in their room, that eur church
fuppoles no preaching of this fort. And
whatever a man of the moft extraordinary graces
and talents may be able to do in an un-
premeditated manner, he will certainly do much
more by ftudy, meditation and accurate compofi-
tion.

Great care is alfo requifite in the choice of
our fubje@s. The whole circle of Gofpel-truths
is before us; but fome require to be more
frequently prefled home than others. Subjects
of Litigation, however, and paints of
Controverfy, are to be avoided; unlefs in
times of extremeft danger, when Fundamentals
and Effentials may be attacked.

Some men there are who, in their preacking,
betray a marvellous Littlenefs of Genius, and
Barrennefs of matter. They are ever upon
minute diftin&tions, Party-Shibboleths, per-
plexing  definitions, and nice modes; ten
thoufand of which, if put in the balance with
true Rcligion, and the weightier matters of the
Law, would not weigh a fingle grain, efpecially
when attended (as they generally are) with
Revilings and Curflings and Anatbemas againtt all
tgehers differing the leaft in perfuafion, to the
"Whvench of that HEAVENLY Charity, whichis the

very
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very efience of Chbrift’s Gofpel, and height: of
religious perfetion. We may well fufpe fuch
men to be but Smatterers in the Divine Science
of Religion, much like thofe bold Pretenders in
the other fciences, who findingit a work of
hard labor to obtain a thorough knowlege of
their profeffion, or, ‘peradventure, not having
the capacity for it, are therefore obliged to hide
their own ignorance and fupply the want of real
fkill, by arrogant pretenfions to fome new
difcovery, or an affe€ted fingularity in the
treatment of fome common points.

Bur not fo the man of comprehenfive
knowlege. Not fo the Preacher who has a clear
and glowing view of his Mafter’s religion in
general. He will not endeavour to divide and
perplex mankind by vain and infignificant
diftin&ions, but to unite and animate them all
in the exercife of true vital and evangelical piety.
He will not multiply notions, or delight to
dwell on triffles, that tend to fow animofities and
create confufions among the fame Species; but
to enforce univerfal Virtue, and light up the
lamp of heavenly Charity, to adorn and gild this
gloomy vale of life,

SucH a one will firft endeavour toobtain for

himfelf, juft and elevated notions of the fupreme
Being,
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Being, together with a mafculine devdtion of
heart, by approaching in frequent alts of
contem; lation to the fountain of all grace; and
what he aimfelf s, he will ftrive to make others
be. When he fteps into the pulpit, he will
carry no {chemes or views thither with him that
are fhort of his Mafter’s Glory. He will appear
as one ftanding in the prefence of the great
Jehovah, glowing for the good of his fpecies,
and imprefled with the vaft confequence of
eternity. On every fubje&, he will fpeak what he
feels, and ftrive 1o make others fee/ what he fpeaks.
But, in his more folemn addrefles, when he
finds it more particularly neceffary to reluminate
the dying fpirit of Freedom and Religion here oh
carth; or when the glorious profpects of a bettér
world, or the awful myfteries of Redeeming
Love, are his theme, he will then be great
indeed ! He will fcem all on fire. His very face
will fpeak a foul of rapture. He will be borne
along witha winged ardor of Genius, pouring
forth a torrent of facred Eloquence, which fome
will call Entbufiafm ; but, ifit muft be called
fo, it will be the noble Enthufiafm of Truth and
Reafon----a pure and tranfcendent flame, bearing
all down before it, and burning ftill clearer and

ftronger to the very laft
Tux
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Tue fallen and finful eftate of man; the
Grace and Goodnets of God; the wonders of his
Love; Cbrist  crucified, the Purity of his
everlafting  Gofpel;  Charity and  Virtue,
Rightecufnefs, Temperaace and a Judgment to
come, together with an eternity afterwards——
who, my brethren, that has thefe fubjedts
before him, would ftoop to any thing of trivial
moment, or difgrace them by a crude and
unworthy management?

May the God of heaven give all of us the
grace of his holy fpirit to manage them as we
ought, and condu¢t us in every other part of

our duty, * * for the edifying the body of
Chrift. ” May we ftrive, inour feveral fpheres,

with an earneft contention ot foul, for the
eftablithment of genuine piety, according to the
true Gofpel-fimplicity. May our Lives be a
convincing argument to the Heathen around us,
that our Religion is fomcthing more than a
name, and that we are in good carneft ourlclves,
concerning that which we would perfuade them
to embrace!

¢ Ephef, v, 13, ,

) E PART.
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PART IL

Delivered * before the Truftees, Mafters,
and Scholars of the College and Acade-
my of Philadelphia, at the firft anniver-
fary Commencement in that place.

Psarm 1. 8.

Ak of me and I fball give thee the Heathen for thine
inberitance, and the nttermost parts of the earth

Jor 18y poffeffon,

»

L

full explanation of this text, compared |
A with fundry others, that foretel the .
final Converfion of the Heathen, and
feem to have a particular reference to our
fituation on this Continent, hath been already
attempted.

CHRISTIANITY, we obferved, was firft
revealed in the Eastern parts of the world.
Like the :iun, there it rofe; and, like him,
advancing //%effward through the nations,
diffufed light and love and joy, wherever it
came. At length, it croficd the vaft Adantic;

F 2 and,
® $cc the Note Page T O . .
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and, in the fettlement of thefe colonies, a way
was opened for adding a large inheritance to the
Kingdom of Jefus, in the remoteft parts of the
West

. *Tis true that no great progrefs hath hitherto
‘been made in this work. There is yet an
immenfe depth of this continent, whofe forlorn
inhabitants never had any opportunity * to
hear the glad tidings of falvation ;™ and, of thofe
who have been bleft with fuch an opportunity,

few, very few, have turned a liftening ear to the
joyful found. |

But ¢ * the Promifes of God in Chyrift are all
Yea ‘wen.” A careful examination of his
reve ord hath thoroughly fixed our belief
that the time will come, when the Heathen
around us fhall be gathered into bis fold, under
the great fhepherd and bithop of fouls. Nay
many aufpicious circumftances in the prefent
fination of things on this continent, already
enumerated, give us reafon to expet that the
accomplithment of this event is now not far
remote. And oh! What a triumphant con-
fideration is this, to thofc who believe the

Gofpel of Jefus ¢ to be the powcr of God untg
falvation?

NOW;
® 3 Conasth. i. 20. s
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Now, ene¢ of thofe circumftances, which was
but flightly mentianed before, I have at prefent
the moft favorable apportunity of confidering
more at large. It is ‘¢ the {pirit which difplays
ifelf, throuéh thele Americaa colonies, for the
founding {cminaries of Learning ; and the great
influence which the advancement of the Sciences
has on the advancement of Chriit’s Gofpel.

In order to do juftice to this fubjet, it will be
neceffary to give fome account of the Human
Sciences, as well as of the fubl!ime Science of
Chriftinity ; to thew the fubferviency of the
fornier to the advancemcent of the latter, and
thereb: to engage your continued favour and
protection of this infant feminary. And that [
may proceed with the greater precifion and
glearnefs, I fhall recur to firft principles. |
~ Ir we confult the conftitution of our nature,”
we fhall find ourfelves, in every purluit,
attuated by the defire of Happinefs, and
determined to account every thing more or lefs
valuable, as it coatributes more or lefs to that
end.

Harpiness, however, is a complex thing,
fampounded of many ingredients; and the road
$0 attain it has its labyrinths and windings, not to
e sravellod, bpt with caution and forefight,

For
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For man, being made up of foul and body,
fuftains a double relation, andis capable of a
double kind of pleafure; there being a variety
of objelts fuited to the variety of his affettions,
paﬂions and tempers, when in their found moral
ftate. His Happinefs, therefore, muft evi-
dently depend on making a right eftimate of
thefe objects, and maintaining this found tem-
perament of conftitution; fo as to purfue each of
them with a degree of force commenfurate to
their refpective values, or tendencies to glvc
pleafure.

Hence, then, whatever enables 2 man to
make a right eftimate of things, and to frame
his conduét agreeably, muft be confidered as an
engine of his happinefs, and is to be valued
proportionably. It follows, therefore, that thofe
refearches which bring him acquainted with
himfelf, the ends, ufes and meafures of his

feveral powers and movements, together with
the ends and ufes of the various objeds with
which he ftands connelted, rauft be a main
fpring of his happinefs; and, in this view, may
be denominated his true Wifdom, the first and
great  Philofophy; or that glorious Syftem of
Knowlege, which gives him his chief pre-

heminence qver the brutes, and exalts him to
' the
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the fupreme perfection and higheft enjoyment of
his nature!

Otuer Sciences may have their ufe, as
matters of ornament or amufement. But
whenever they interfere with this grand Science
of Life and Manners, they are to be difregarded
as empty triffles; fubjects at beft but of vain
curiofity, or unavailing fpeculation.

I snaLL, therefore, endeavour to diftinguifh
the True from the Falfe, the fpurious parts of
Knowlege from thofc of genuine growth, by
pointing out to you the effential branches of this
grest Mafter-fcience. In doing this, let us
never lofe fight of the fundamental principle
already laid down, namely that every part of
kpowlege, (humane knowlege I fpeak of)

derives its value from its tendency to inform
us :

“ Quid fumus, et quidnam vi&turi gignimur—"
What we are, and whither deftined; what our
conftitution and connexions; and what our
duties in confequence thereof.

WHoEevVER fets outon this enquiry will, in
the firft inftance, be ftruck with the vaftnefs of
the undertaking, and the infufficiency of his
own abilities. Human nature, and the various
matures around it, are a copious fubje&. Life

i
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is fhort, and each man’s own egperiente too
fcanty to trace for himfelf the relations and

fitnefs of things; to examine into all Moral and
Phyfical Qualities; and, from thence, to, dew
duce the Rules of Condu&, and afcertain the
true Path of Happinefs. Like a traveller in 2
ftrange country, he will, therefore, be glad to
enquire his way of others; and make all poflible
ufe of the experience of thofe who, with honor
and fuccefs, have travelled the path of life
before him. He will endeavour to avail himfelf
equally of the good and bad fortune of thofe
whofe courfe is finithed, and ftrive to bring al)
Antiquity under Contribution to him for
wifdom.

Bur how could this be done, if there were
not fome method of preferving, and poffefling
ourfelves of, the experience of others? And
here we fee the ufe of Lanzuages and Writing,
Neverthelefs an acquaintance with all forts of
anguages would be almoft as difficult an
acquifition, as the particular examination of all
orts of things. Hence then, it became ne-
ceffary for the Learned to fix on fome Univerfal
Language or Languages, as the grand channel
or inftrument of conveying thcir experiences,
obfervations and conclufions, concerning the

conduct of lifc and the tryth of things.  Now
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Now Greek and Latin have been chofen for
thofe purpofes, on feveral fubftantial accounts.
For, not to mention that many of the nobleft
productions of ancient genius were originally
written in thefe languages, itis to be obfirved
that dead languages are more durable, and lefs
fluttuating, than living ones; and, befides this,
living nations, jealous of each other, would
think it too great a mark of diftinCion to chufe
the language of any particular nation ainong
them, as the grand channel of knowlege and
experience.

W fee, then, that 2n acjuaintance with
what_is called the Learned Languages is ftill
juftly confidered as a part of liberal education,
aad a neceffary introdv&ion to the Sciences.
For, tho’ words, abftr:&ly confidered, cannct
in themfelves add to our knowlege, yet as the
Means of conveying and acquiring knowlege,
they will be ftudicd by all thofe who, to their
own experience, would add the experience of
thoie who have lived in former ages; or, living
in the prefent, can no otherwifc reader the
fruits of their enquiries ufeful to mankind, than
by Language and Writing.*

G NCVERTHELESS,

. T.he_ author found it neccffary to be thus particular in
explaining the v'e cf the Learnc: Lonpuyes fome regirding
shem as a needicls part of cducation, and oii.ers conudenng

them



[ 42 ]

NEevERTHELESS, 2 perfon, who knows
himfelt endued with reafon and underftanding,
will not be content to take his knowlege entirely
at fecond hand. On fubjeéts fo important as
the nature and fitnefs of things, and the
Summum Bonum of man, he will not rely
wholly on a Hiftorical knowlege, founded on
the Expericnce and Teftimony of others; how-
cver much his labors may be fhortened thereby.
He will think it is his duty to examine for
himfelf, and to acquire a Moral and Phyfical
knowlege; founded on his own Experience
and Obfervation. .

THis 1s what we call Philofophy in general;
comprchending in it the knowlege of all things
Iluman and Divine, fo far as they can be made
the objects of our prefent enquiries. Now, the
genuine branches of this Philofophy, or great
fyftem of pratical Wifdom, together with the
neceflary inftrumental parts thereof, may be
included under the following general heads; it
appearing to me that the nature of things
admits of no more.

1. Lanxcvaces; &c. which have been

already

them as ali tie €ducation neceffiry to a tcholar: Opinions
cqually prejudical to the advancement of Sound Knowlege.
Under this head, it i< obvious that he means to include Hiftory,
both natural and civil; i. e, whatever can be obtained from
the Expericiice of others,
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already mentioned rather as an thitrument or
Means of Science, than a Branch thercof.

2. Locrc and Metaphyfics, or the Science of
the Human mind; unfolding its powers and.
direing its operations and reaoaings.

3. NaTturaw Philofophy, Mathematics, and-
the reft of her beautiful train of fubfervient arts,
inveftigating the Phyfical properties ot Body;
explaining the various phanomena of Nature;
and teaching us to render her tubfervient to the
eate and ornament of Lite.

. 4. Morar Philofophy; applying all the
above to the bufinefs and bofoms of men;
deducing the kws of our conduct from our
fituation in life and connexions with the Beings
around us; fettling the whole (Economy oi the
will and Affections; eftablifhing the pic-
domiaancy of Reafon and Confcience; and
guiding us to Happinefs, thro’ the pradtice of
Virtue.

5. RHETORIC, or the art of maiterly
Compofition, juft Elocution, and found Cri-
ticifm; teaching us how to cloath our wifdom
in the moft amiable and inviting garb; how to
give life and {pirit to our Ideas, and make our
knowlege of the greateft benefit to ourftlves
ane others; and laftly, how to cnjoy thofc pure

G 2 inteliectual
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jntelle@ual plafures, refulting from a juft tafte
for politc Letters, and a true relith for the
fprightly Wit, the rich Fancy, the noble
Pathos, and the marvellous Sublime, fhining
forth in the works of the moft celebrated Poets,
Philofophers, Hiftorians and Orators, with
beauties ever pleafing, ever new. |

Turs lat mendoned. part of literary ac.
complithment, like the firft, [ grant, is to be
ednilerel rather as an Intrunent, than a
B-an:h, of Science. Butif th2 above definition
be juit, you w.ll not wonder that we feparate it
fron Languages, as being of much  higher
natuee than they 5 anleven place the ftudy of it
aficr all the other Scienczs, fecing they are

sc-Tary and fublervient to its perfection.

Tue niterials 07 every wer's muit go before
“hs vk 1t awd Conpofioia, from one's
o v ft5:%, can harlly be bezun bofore Philofo-
p7r; and the Sciences have earichd  the under-
ftan liny, vipened the judgment and furnifhed
t".e Marerials or Topics.

W:~e anv further arocuments neceffuy to
jutfr R TH0fition of Rhet-ic 211 Comnofi-
tion, 1 might quore the autho-ity of the greateft
mafter * which antiquity can boaft. In the

| beginning:
¥ Loaginus. . g .



[ 45 ]
beginning of his inimitable Treatife on the
Sublime, he does not propofe his noble
precepts of fine writing to raw youths, to be read
with the rules of grammar, but a:dgazs zearzikals
that is fas [ underitand the words) ¢ men
converfant in public life,” who have laid a
foundation in the Sciences, and whofe bufinefs
it 1- now become to Think, Speak, Write and
Act tor the General Good.

Tuese are the capital branches of Human
Science, as tught in evegy liberal inftitution;
and wrs there no confiexion between them and
the k-owlege of Chnit’s religion, dr did we
ftop fhort at the former w'thout bringing them
home to the latter; we fhould then indeed be
building up to ourfelves ftructures of emptinefs
on founditions of rottennefs. But ir is im-
poflible that ever Sciences, fo liberal as thofe
mentioned above, tending fo directly to elevate
and enlarge the mind, (hould be at enmity to
the divine Science of Chriftianity, and the great
myftery of Godlinefs; that fublimeft fyftem of
Philofophy, into which even the Angels them-
felves defire to be further initiated! A little
learning, as a great * genius exprefles it, may
indeed make men mad; but large draughts
| thereof

* Bacom,
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thereof fobers them again. Such an acquain-
tance with the fciences, asis defcribed above,
will be fo far from damping the ardor of
religious knowlege, that it will be more and
more inflamed thereby; which is 2 moft con-
vincing argumer* of the ftrong and immediate
connexion between them.

WERE it neceffary to be particular on this
head, I might mention the example of the
greateft and beft Philofophers of every age;
who have always beep the moft devout men:
Far from being p mp with the pride of.
human Learning, or ¢ afhamed of the Gofpel of
Chrift,” they have made it their glory, and
dcknowlegc it to contain the only infallible rules
of their condu& in this life, and the only
foundation of their hope in that which is ta
come. It isfaid of the great Sir Ifaac Newton,
that, tho’ he entered further into the depths of
Philofophy than ever mortal before him, yet he
accounted the Scriptures of God to be the moft
fublime Philofophy; and never mentioned his
Creator’s name without an awful paufe of
adoration, wonder and {clf-abafement!

. Tue further we pufh our enquiries inta
nature, the more we fhall be ccnvinced of the

greatnefs of its author, and the infufficiency of
unenlightened
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dinenlightened Reafon. We f(hall find many
things of the utmoft importance for us to know,
which yet will baffle all eur efforts, and elude
our moft eager refearches. The creation and
various revolutions of the world; the fall and
redemption of man; the laft judgment and an
immortality to come; are fubjects in which no

human wifdom could inftruét us, unlefs the
Lord had been pleafed to reveal himflf
concerning them.

Anp yet what is all the Philofophy in the
world compared to a knowege in thefe points?
Where 1is its {fublimity, or what is its fig-
nificancy to us, if it affords us no infallible rule
of duty at prefent, and no ground of hope
hereafter? If it leaves us in the dark concerning
our own original, the means of falvation from
fin and mifery, and the immortal ftate of our
fouls in the untried periods of etérnity ?

WHAT joy, then, muft it yield a fincere
Enquirer, to be fufficiently informed upon thefe
important fubjeéts, by arevelation from God
himfelf? Can he negle or defpife fuch an awful
fyftem? Or will he not rather take it to his
bofom, fearch intoits depths, and reverence it
as “ containing the words of eternal life,” and
being the richeft legacy which heaven could
give, or earthreceive? Svcu
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Such a Revelation and fucha Legacy are the
Scriptlires of God. -In all the fimpiicity of truth
and beauties of majefty, they deliver thofe ruies
by which we are to live here and be judged
hereafter. Containing doltrines the moft ra.
tional and exalted, precep s the moft humane and
imporzant, a ftile the molt rich and perfuaiive,
abounding in all the variety of tropes and
figures, and ¢ fharper than a two-edgcd
Sword,” the fcriptures are calculated to feize
and purify the affeCtions; toenlighten and exalt
the underftandingiq to alarm and roufe the
confcience; to confirm our hopes and remove
our fears; to banifh fuperftition and caft down
the idols of the nations; to mitigate lawicfs
power and humanize the rage of barbanf{m;
and to call men off from a vain dependence on
external ceremonics to a truft in the Living
God, obedicnce to his moral laws, repentance
for paft offcnces, an acceprable and manly
devotion of heart, a longing after immortality,
an unien with the di.ine nature, and an
exaltation to the life of angels and felicity
unfpeakable!

Every thing which human reafon would
defire to know is fully brought to light in the
Gofpel. Here the Origin, Conncxions and

Duties
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Duties of man are amply defcribed! Here his
departure from his firft Innocence and rectitude,
the degradation of his nature, and all the
marvellous workings of omnipotence to reclaim
and fave him, are diltinctly recordel! Here we
fee the Prophets prophefying fo: his fake, the
old world drowned, anothér ficted up, and laft
of all the Lord of Glory defcending from
heaven, to accompiifh the amazing Plan of
Redemption, and reftore him to divine favour!
Here alfo Lite and Immortality are brought to
light, and the Future difplayed! Here the
folemnity of the laft Judgment, andthe af-
tonithing fcenes ot the gencral Confummation,
are laid before us! Here Death is difarmed of his
Sting, and the Grave of Victory! Here the
gates of immortality are fct open---~and Onl
what an unutterable weight of Glory beyond—
Say, then, ye Wife Oncs of the earih! ye
S#ges, ye Philofophers, or by whatever other
names ye would be called! fay now, what is the
amount of your knowlege, if it refolves you not
on fuch fubjetts as thefv? Canan zcquaintance
with human Science render you indilerent to
fuch an exalted fyftem of heavenly W ifdom as
this? Surely not. The one will only inflame

vour thir‘or the other, and make you purfue
H it
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it as the finithing and moft durable part of the

whole.
* For, whether there be Tongues, they

fhall ceafe; or whether there be Knowlege, it
fhall vanith away.” This vain world itfelf, all
its gay fcenes, every thing that we account  wife
or curious in it, fhall come to an end and pleafe
no more. But the fublime fubjets of the
Gofpel will ftill be New. They will be the
objec of cur endlefs enquirtes, and conftitute 4
Philofophy, the Marvellous of which eternity
cannot exhauft, nor the longeft period of
duration brmg to decay.

AxD now, having fhewnthe fubferviency of

Fluman Science to the advancement of Chrif-
danity, and rhat a liberal education is a means
of ipreadinig a thirft for heaverly wifdom; what
nced ¥ add more to befpeak your continded
favzur and protection of this Seminary? Sutely
it cannot be indifferent to us, whether the
knowlege of Chrift and his blefled Gofpel fhalt
be fpread over this cortinent, or not? Surely 1t
cannot be indifferent to us, whether our own
children fhould be bred up in ignorance; or
whether they fhall fhine in every moral ex-

cellence, the glory of their country a\ a light

to the world arcund them? We mui@now the

rclatioq“

——— "

e
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relation in which we ftand to them, and the

sccount which we fhall one day be required to

give of their tender years. |
For whatever bufinefs a man may be

defigned, a liberal education will not only
prepare him for that, but alfo for a life of
general virtue.—---If intended for the ndble
Profeflion of the Law, to be the protectors
of the innocent and the advocates of juftice;
the beft foundation will be a love of huma-
nity, and a thorough knowlege of the laws
of nature, and general rights of mankind. If
for the fervice of the ftate, the fame will hold
good. The man beft acquainted with the
nature of civil government, the juit bounds of
authority and fubmiffion, and the univerfal
principles of equity and virtue, will always be
the ableft Politician and firmeft Patriot. A-
&, if intended to follow the healing art of
Fhyfic, the knowlege of Mathematics and the
‘various branches of Natural Philofophy, will be
the beft introdution. If propofed for the
Miniftry of the blefled Gofpel, every human
Science ought to lend its aid, and kindle a love
.of wifdom.

Ir other arguments were neceffary to induce
You to ghe culuvation of knowlege and the
' fupport
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fupport of fach ufeful feminaries as this, ¥
might d {Hlay to you the wonderful change
w!ich the Sciences have preduced in the ftate
of cvery ounty, wkere they have been
received.  Tho’ they have not been able whol-
ly o eralicate Tyranny, yet they have always

‘cked and mitigated its infuence; infpiring
humamty, love of moral cxccllcncy, and cvcry
iofter virtue.

But why flould I bring inftances from other
~ countries, vlen one of the moft illuftrious is
before our eyes? This polithed and flourithing
City! what was it fourf ore years ago? Even its
foundations were not .then lid; and in  their
place was onc depth of gloomy wildernefs!
This very fpot, this Seat of the Mufes—s
where T have now the honour to ftand,
preaching the Gofpel of Jefus, furrounded with
men excelling in every valuable aqcofnplii_h-
ment, and youths riing after their great
example——had I feen it then, what fhould
I have found it? A fpot rank with weeds
pcrhaps or the obfcure retreat of fome lawlefs
“and gloomy favage!

O crorious change! O happy day! that
now b-holds the Sciences planted wjere bar-
bauty was before! that now fees thuéﬁn;u;ion
At &t

-
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at length brought to fuch perfetion, as to
extend the Laurcl to its firft worthy fons! how

ought fuch advances in knowlege to rejoice
every heart among us; but efpccally  thofe
whofe pious lalcrs have contributed e-
minently to that end.

Ou! heaven born Wifdom, and thou divine
Science! proceed, fill proceed! let other fe.
minaries fuch as this rife, where other defarts
now extend; and, beyond thefe, let others and
ftill others rife, thro’ the remoteft depths of this
continent; till Chrift’s kingdom is made u.
niverfal, and ¢ the Heathen be given him for

an inheritance, and the uttermolt parts of the
earth for a pofleflion ! ”
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