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PSALM cvi. 21.

Oh! that men would praife the Lord for bis good-

nefs, and for his wonderful works to the children
of men !

| ! HIS verfe 1s the chorus* of a pfalm deftined
to offer to.God the praife of adevoutand grateful

!

* The whole pfalm 1s conftruted agreeably to the rulesof that

{pecies of poetry by ftropheandantiftrephe of which wefind foma-
ny examples, not only in this book, but in other parts of the anci-
ent {cripture, and which, from the manner of conduéting their
mufic in the public worfhip, became the prevalent chara&es
of the Hebrew poetry. Their muficians feem to have been ge-
nerally divided into two bands. One band began with a firophe
containing fome devout {entiment-—the other made its refponfes
by an antiftrophe which was conftrufted in different ways ; but,
moft frequently, it contained {ome contralt or antithefis to the
ftrophe, or introduced fome fimilar and related fentiment, or
even repeated the fame fentiments with fome variation in the-ex~
prefion—an-example of which we have 1n the verfe immediately
following the text.——¢ ILet them {acrifice the facrifices of
thank{giving and' declare "his works with rejoicing.”” The
fermer part of this verfe was probably played and fung by*the.
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people for the goodnels of his providence towards
their nation, and individually towards themfelves

firlt band,--the latter part feems to be the refponfe of the fe-
cond band.,  Frequently there was added a chorus, which was
cither done by atroducing a feparate band, or by both aniting
in the mulic at the fame time. 'The ftructure of this part
feems to be diflerent in different pfalms.  1In geneval, perhaps,
1t was not conilrucied with that artificial antithefis or redup-
lication, that prevaucd m the reft of the compofition, The
chorus of the pfalm from which the text is taken, and of {eve-
ral others, 15 o fentiment that appears to contain the burden
of the fong, and 1s frequen'ly repeated in the courfe of the

p['alm.

Nothing can be more contemptible than the eriticifm of Tho-
mas Patne on the fubjeét of the Jewilh poetry, 1n that book
of his which he has chofen to entitle, the Age of Reafon; a
bookmore fraughtwith errors on the {fubject bothof religionand
of anctent literature, than any of the fame fize with which T am
acquainted in the Englifh language. He has read {fomewhere,

or fome perfon Las told hum, that many parts of the Hebrew
| {criptures are written in verfe; for of this he could know no-
thing from his own acquaintance with the original language,
or even with the Enghth tranflation, which he glories either ne.
ver to have read, or to have forgotten. Yet he attempts to
prove from one paflage in the tranflatioan, which he guotes
wrong, that, becaufe there are ten fyllables together which fall
into regular feet, according to the rules of Englifh verfification,
therefore, the original muft have been in Hebrew metre. Thisg
1s a {pecies of critietfm which no man who was not confummate
in impudence as well as in ignorance, could have attempted ta
palm on the public. 'Who ever thought before him, that a litea
ral tranflation of verfe 1n one language would fall into verfe,
of a totally different meafure, in anether? ‘Fhe ten {yllables
which he produces are from the firlt verfe of the prophecy of

Laiahw* Hear O ye heavens, arnd give ear O Earth---If he
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‘th various fituations of life, It is therefore a pros
per introdution to our prefent duty. ¢ Let us
facrifice the facrifices of thank(giving, and de-
clare hus woris with rejoicing.”’

TuaNkscivING to God for public, or for pri
vate bleflings, is an aét of worfhip as rcafonable ag
it is pious—Dbecaule, as the whole courfe of nature
is arranged and moved by him, ewvery good and

perfect gift, which we enjoy, muft flow to us from
the immediate dire@ion and beneficence of his

had read his bible, he would have written it with nine {ylla.
bles, ¢ Hear O heavens, and give ear O earth.’) But to de-
monftrate that it will make a part of a good Englifh couplet,
he adds a verfe of hisown, ¢’Tis God himfelf who calls ate
tention forth.,”” Dy the fame rule of ¢riticifim L can prove
that Thomas wrote his book in verfe, Forif you take the
next eight {yllables of his profe, and add eight more, of at lealk

as good poetry as his own, you will have the following lyric
couplet.,

«« Another inftance I fhall quote,”’
Religion’s odious to a fot.

Now this is a -proof of the fame kind with his, that Thormas
Paine wrote in verfe. It is probable, indeed, as I have faid,
that a great pait of the Hebrew f{criptures is written in fome
kind of poetic meafure or rythm. Critics however are not
able to determine whether their poetry confifted in certain
combinations of long with thort, 6r of accentéd with g‘ra\;ic
{yllables, or not ; becaufe the pronunciation of the language 18
totally loft. The moft judicious are “inclined to think, that it
confifted rather 1n certain contrafls or refemblances that took
place between the.ideas or objedls. in different lines, together
with a fimilar ftruétare of period 1n each. ~ See Lowth de fac
noes. heb. prelec. & prelim. differt. to tranflation of Ifaiah,
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providence. Surrounded continually with many

proofs of the divine goodnefs, and partakers of
many of its fruits, thank{giving ought to form a
part of our daily devotions. DBut fingular in-
ftances of perfonal or naticnal felicity require
public and folemn acknowledgements. Connect-
cd by {fraternal relations with the whole family
of mankind, 1t 1sour duty to rejoice in their hap-
pinefs, as well as to {fympathize with them in their
misfortunes. But, united with our country by
more intimate ties, 1t is efpecially our duty to
bring our vows and offerings of praife tor her proi-
perity before the threne of eternal mercy. To
this pious office we are now invited by her voice
{peaking through that illuftrious and excellent
‘magiitrate who adds to all his other virtues a facred
regard to religion, and who has ever fhewn an ex-
emplary and humble acknowledgement of divine
providence, even in thofe moments, {o glorious
to himfelf, when thé human heart, elated by the
fplendor of fuccefls, is moft apt to forget its de-
pendence upon God. '

ArtaHoucH 1t 1s the bufinefs of the philofo-
pher to traee the relations of caufes and efle@s,
and though every event in lociety, as well as in
nature, may be relerred to lome adequate cauie in-
corporated into the fyftem of the umiverle; yet
does not this 1mpair our obligations to God, the
firft mover of all, or diminith the reafonablenefs
of our prelent dnﬁty. IHe who created the uni-
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verfe, who gave to all things their refpetive pow-
ers, and arranged their combinations, forefaw al-
{o their refults, intended every end, and prepared,
in the general {yftem, the neceflary means to ac-

complith 1t.  Short-fighted indeed 1s the man

who terminates his view on the means, and who
does not difcern in them the fuperior direCtion of
that Infinite Being from whom they have derived
their exiftence and their agency. When there-
fore I retrace our mercies, however a {peculative
mind may be able to refer them to political, or to
natural caufes, 1t 15 our duty to direCt our grati-
tude ultimately to the Supreme Dilpoler of all
events, who, in the plan of the univerfe, had pre-
pared, and in the train of his providence has con-
ducted thele caufes to a happy iffue.

IT4will be impoflible, in the time allotted for a
fingle difcourfe, to go into a detail of all our pub-
lic bleflings; and 1 forbear, at prefent, to point
out the chaltifements or the threatenings of Di-
vine Providence which have been mingled with
them, and which fhould awaken within us an

humble and holy circumipeétion of condu&, and
preferve us, in our profperity, from an undue ela-
tion of mind. I ihall confine my view to a few
of the molt obvious and important {ubjeés of na-
tional gratitude, that are either peculiar to the
time, or have been {uggefted by fome ltriking cir-
cumitances in the conduct and opinions of the pre-
fent age.
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Tire fubjelts then to which I fhall call your ata
tention, at prefent, and on which I would a-
waken your gratitude are, the exiftence and fuc-
cels of the federal government-—the continuance
of peace with the powers of Europe, and the prof-
pect of returning peace with our favage neigh-
bours—our internal tranquility, and particularly
the {uppreflion of the late unhappy infurreion.—
And laftly, that which, in the enumeration of nati-

onal bleflings, ought always to hold the chief rank,

our enjoyment of the chriftian religion 1in its

purity, unfbackled by power, uncorrupted by
fraud.

I. In the firft place, the exiftence and fuccefs
of the federal government.

AvrtHOUGH this {yftem was framed by men of acs
knowledged patriotifm, and diftinguifhed - talents
yet, as it is fo difficult in theory to embrace and
reconcile the infinite diverfity of interefts and opi-
nions that exift in'an extenfive country, to feize
the proper fprings of human a&ion, aiid, by a
fingle impulfe, to move ten thoufand wheels, the
forces and tendencies of which ate hardly fubject
to calculation, and as in operation every political
theory is liable to be deranged by unforefeen ac-
cidents, government, at firft is @ meafure mere=
ly of experiment. It requires time to verify, or
to corret its principles. Thefe obfervations jufti-
fy me in going fo far back as the eftablifhment
of the federal government, and calling it up at
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prefeat as a fubject of acknowledgement to heaven.

The experience of {ix years entitles us now to call

it ablefling. It has more than realized the expec-

tations of every friend to public order who wifhed
to {ec encrgy infuled into the laws, of every real
patriot who hoped to [ee public credit redeemed,
and the profperity of the nation eltablifhed on a
{irm bafis, and even of every enthufiaft for his
country who fondly gloried in the name of an A-
merican. Under the former {yltem, the execrti-
ons of the {tates were divided, unequal, dilatory,
and feeble. No common principle of union and
energy pervaded them, and concentrated the ef-
forts of the whole. "The {fupreme council of the
republic, divefted of power, could only recom-
mend their duty to the citizens, and fupplicate
from them their tardy, their jealous, their parfi-
monious, and reluctant aids. America refembled

a giant paralized, and laid upon his back, who
can move but one limb at a time, and that feebly
and irregularly, and who, robbed of his ftrength,
can ufe his hands only to beg a precarious affiftance
of his children.

Pusvric credit was expiring—general induftry
languifhed—the refources of the nation were in-
altive and unexplored—the foldier was defrauded
of the dear bought reward of his dangers, and
his toils—the faithtul patriot who had facrificed
his poffeffions to the liberty. of his country was
oppréiféd with want-—and fereigners who thro’
odmiration of our heroifm, had been led to truft our
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integrity, were beginning to turn their admirati-
on into contempt. That proud and irritated na-
tion whofe fetters we had broken, triumphed in
our difgrace—the friends who had trufted us in
our extremity, complained of our injuftice—and
the adherents of monarchy laughed at the impe-
cility and faithleflnels of the people.

It has frequently been afked, whence it could
arife that men why had acquired fo high and juft
a reputation as thofe patriots had who conduéted
our revolution, fhould frame a f{yltem of govern-
ment that on experience has been found {o inefh-
cient and injurious ! Illuftrious men! I venerate

their memory—But they were deceived by that
‘noble enthufialm which they felt in their own

fouls, they were deceived by that elevated and
fublime virtue which was difplayed at that time
" by the whole mafs of the people. Advice was

law—the public will anticipated the refolutions
of the legiflature—every citizen cotitended who

fhould ferve his country beft, and who fhould
make to it the moit illuftrious facrifices. Thofe

great legiflators forgot that this was only a re-
volutionary virtue—they forgot that it 1s the cha-
raler of great and generous paffions to draw eve-
1y other principle to their fervice, and to elevate
human nature to their own dignity. Inthe trani-
port of liberty they fondly hoped that it was the
virtue, not of the occafion, but -of the people—
that it was peculiar to their country—and that,
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when fhie {hould be emancipated it would be etera
nal.  They framed therefore a fyltem of govern-
ment adapted only to patriots, and heroes—a go-
vernment, that did not contemplate thofe unjuft,
and felfith principles which take pofleflion of the
human heart in the ordinary ftate of {fociety,
and which cainot be made to bend to the pub-
lic good but by the force of the laws 5 hence re-
{fulted the imbecility of our former federation,
and the numerous evils that were growing upon
tts apace under a {yltem that was chiefly advilory,
and that had not within it{elf the efhcient {prings
of altion, nor the power of compulfion—DBut
let us temark the change that has taken 'place,
and with grafitude to Reaven let us remark it,
fince the new {yftem has been eftabliflied.

Trr firft benefit that has accrued, and that is,
indeed, the foundation iof almoft all others, is
the réfurreétion of publ‘ir‘ and 1ndividual credit.

Confidence in the laws, and confidence among

. the cmzens has been reftored : millions that were

lying dead in the hands of the pofleflors, were
fuddenly révivified, and brought into aive, and
extenfive operation. What has been the confes
~quence ! A face of profperity was inftantly dif
fufed over the whole continent. Inftedd of that
torpor that numbed the hands of indufiry, en-
terprize was reammated—sagricultire began to
Hourifh~~commerce was extended——the extremities
of the globe were explored by our merchants
~~and India and China faw with aftonithmeiit in
| C
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cheir ports the enfigns of a new nation which
feemed to have fuddenly fprung out of the earth.
lmprovements are rapidly cxtending themfelves.
Roads of communication arc ftretched in every
direCtion—canals are opened—rivers are united-—
the forelts are extirpated—the earth fubdued un-
der the altive toils of the hufbandman, yields a
double increafe to his vows. The arts have been
eproduced—new ones have been created—the
limits of cities have been enlarped—new ones have
been buili—labour and induftry are every where
renovating the face of nature. Were all the
improvements of a few years within the United
States colletted together {o that they could be con-
templated under one view, how would they beg-
car the utmoft efforts of defpotifin ? Delpots, like
the Roman emperor, or the Rufhan czar, may
drain their empire to raife by force onc fplendid
capital encompafied by deferts, and by inactive
and difconfolate valfals—liberty can reara thoufand
Jourithing cities, every- where filled with happy
and indultrious citizens, furrounded by fertile
and cultivated fields.  She diftufes population
and {trength, improvement and wealth throughout

r

the whole republic.  The empire of the delpots
is like the monitrous 1image of Nebuchadnezzar,
the head of which was of gold, but it was {up-
ported by legs and feet only of iron and clay.
The republic refembles the Jupiter of Phidias,
where you behold gold and ivory, majelty and
beauty, proportion and {ymmetry In every part.
What thankfulnefs do we owe to God, whole
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providence prefides over all, for the liberty whtch
we enjoy.  And when we compare our prelent
fituation and profpeéts, with the defolations of the
late cruel war waged upon us by tyrants, or with
that {tate of imbecility and languor which after.
wards fucceeded under a puny and paralytic go-
vernment, what praife is due to him for the blel-
lings of our prefent {tate? You now fez the laws
altive and revered—the tribunals enlightened an:l
impartial—the republic refpetted, her friendfhip
courted, her wifdom admired by all nations, ani
her example copied by oneof the molt poweriul
upon earth—Would to heaven, thatthat great
and heroic people had copied alfo a larger portion
of her moderation!

T'ris government contains an admirable ba-
lance of liberty, and of energy. Refting on the
free eleCtion of the peopleinall its departments,
z}nd {fupported only by their attachment, there
refults the higheft {ecurity that their happinefs
will be cherifhed, and their rights prote@ed. But
as a {ingle republic is not calculated to a& with
promptinels and vigour over an extenfive territo-
ry, this defe&t is remedied by the union of many
ditin& and fovereign ftates. in one political fyf-
tem. Eath ftate is calculated to maintain and
promote the interelt and felicity of its own ci-
tizens— the general government prote&ts and de-
fends the whole. The general government, like
the heart, diffufes the vital principle through eve-
ry member. Butif it alted alone, this current,
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would flow with a languid motion to the remo-
ter parts ; the refpective ftates theretfore, hke the
vigorous mufcles of an athletic body, aflift to pro-

pelit, with warmth and force, to the molt diftant
cxtremities.

Harry under this admired frame of policy, the
principal evils againft which we have to guard
are thofe of confolidation, and thofe of divifion.
Conlolidation would end in tyranny—and divifion
would expole us to deltrultive and perpetual
wars, 1o the former of thele evils, we are per-
haps lefs expofed than to the latter. The influ-
ence, the interelts, the vigilaunce, and, I may fay,
the pride of the individual ftates, arg our fecurity
anainft it.  Divifion is a calamity which we have
more reafon to fear. And I fee, with infinite re-
gret, that obllinate fations are beginning to be
formed. To what degree they may proceed in
decompofing and diflolving the prefent harmoni-
ous {yftem can be known only to God, and to pof-
rerity.  But, next to flavery, I deprecate its diffo-
lution as the worlt of evils. If we would effec-
tually guard againit 1t, we ought to be no lefs
cautious of weakening the federal government,
than vigilant againft the infidious approaches of
tyranny. On this fubje¢t the Amphi&yonic con-
federacy in Greece affards us an inftrutive exam.
-7 ple. The jealoufy of the ftates which compofed
~ that league, gradually detracted from its authori-
ty, till at length it was deprived of the power ne~
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ceflary for the general intereft. Ambitious de-
magoguas, that they might acquire influence at
home, umpelled the people to refilt its decrees.
The council of Amphyctions was at length diffolv-
ed by the contempt into which its authority had
fallen. It was re-united only on particular emer-
gencies by {fome common and imminent danger
that threatened Greece. Then you might fee it a
theatre of rafh and hafty treaties, made and ob-
ferved with Macedonian faith, Cemented for a
moment by fear or by intereft, they were always
broken by caprice or by intrigue. The ftates
which compofed it were engaged in perpetual
wars ; and, finally, it became the tool of a tyrant
by whom they were {fucceflively enflaved. Such,
alio, are the unhappy confequences which I antici-
pate from a diffolution of our union. We fhall
become the prey of one another, the {port of fo-

reign intrigue, and at laft, perhaps, the vitims of
foreign ambition.

WHEN we contemplate thefe dangers, with
what ardent gratitude fhould we raife our hearts to
the throne of the Eternal for our prefent tranquilii-
ty and union ¢ With what fervor ought we to ad-
drefs our prayers to him, to the controul of whofe
providence all events are fubjeft, that he would
gracioufly preferve to us thefe ineftimable blef-
fings—that he would eradicate the feeds of fation
wherever they are beginning to fthoot—that he
would endue our councils with wifdem, and with
- moderation—and that he would continue to a re-
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mote polterity that happy federation under the in-
tluence of which we have already begun to enjoy

luch an unufual feries of public and private felici-
ty ?

WneN we recollect the dificulues that attended
the organization of this government by the con-
vention, and its reception by the ftates, we arc led

more particularly to recognize in it the diretion
and good providence of God. The jarring inter-
efts that were to be compromifed—the jealoufies
that were to be allayed, or fatisfied—the pride that
was to be reconciled—the powers that were to be
velted in the government—the right and extent of
taxation—the eftablifhment of the executive——the
organization of the judiciary—the conftitution of
the legiflative fo as to give an equal reprefentation
of the people, and yet fecure the {overeignty of the
{tates.—Thefe, and innumerable other difficulties
which cannot here be detailed, but which would
neceflarily arife in arranging fuch a vaft and com-
plicated fyltem, long held the convention 1n ba-
lance.—They were ready to abandon their work in
defpair, when, fuddenly, a luminous wifdom dii-
embroiled their embarrafiment, a {pirit of concilia-
tion compromifed all interefts and opinions.  Shall
I not juftly afcribe this happy iffue to the mercy
and direGion of heaven? For, altho’ the philolo-
pher and politician may be able to develope the

caufes that confpired to produce the event, yet,
are not the {prings of all caufes in God ¢ Does not

he hold in his hand their eternal chain and guide,
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by an invifible energy and wifdom, their infinite
relations and refults? Among the favourable cir-
cumftances accompanying the eftablifhment of the
federal {yftem, I cannot omit to mention the prefer-
vation of the life of the worthieft of our citizens,
and his acceptance of the chief magiltracy, to
whom America had before owed {o many obliga-
tions, and who has, in fo uncommon a degree,
united 1n his favour the public fentiment and {ufl-
rage. Hisacknowledged talents, his difinterefted .
patriotilm, and his eminent fervices to his country,
gave weight to his opinion in the public councils,
contributed, in no {mall degree, to the adoption ot
the conlftitution, and have greatly promoted the
{tability, the tranquility, and the energy of its ope-
ration.—The goodnefs of God in his providence
over nations, -often appears in the characters which
he prepares for their {afety and defence. David he
raifed up for the glory, Cyrus he anointed for the
reftoration of his ancient, and chofen people. [ con-
fefs, Irecognize in this illultrious citizen the im-
mediate hand of heaven. Hardly canlimagine ta-
lents more fitted to our fituation, both in war, and
in peace, than thofe which diftinguifh and adorn
his charatter. Do I depreciate, by this merited eu-
logy, the talents of his fellow-citizens >—No—Dbut
where have we {een fuch a fortunate aflemblage of
caution and intrepidity, of patience and enter-
prize, of modefty and firmnefs, of cool and pene-
trating judgment, and prompt decifion, of love of
the people, yet fuperiority to popular clamour, and
finally of that fe/icity which the Remans fo much
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valued in a genetal—a chriftian will call it the

. Smiles of divine providence that {eems to render au-
{picious all his undertakings P—=Will envy dalh
back thefe honeft praifes in our face, by [aying that
other citizens might have been found of equal ta-
lents ? Beit fo.~But they have not been found.
Whit though Rome might have poflefled other {e-
nators befides Fabius who could have vanquifhed
Hannibal ? Or befides IFabricius who could have
difdained the bribes of Pyrrhus? Shall Fabius or
Fabricius therefore be robbed of the glory with
which they have been crowned by the conlent of
ages '—I efteem 1t one of our chief mercies, and
I count it one of the nobleft ats of patriotifm in
him to forfake his fecure fituation on the fummit of
fame, to accept the dubious helm of government,
and, for the good of his country, to put to rifk

a reputation which hiftory affured to him, untar-
nifhed and immortal.

II. ANnoTHER caufe for which we are this day
called to render praife to almighty God, is the cona-
tinuance of peace with the powers of Europe, and

the profpect of its {peedy re-eftablifhment with
thofe favage tribes who have {o long harraffed us
with their depredations.

Praceis an ineltimable blefling to a young and

crowing country not yet enervated by luxury, nor
funk into effeminacy and floth. Thefe vices in-
deed fometimes require the purifying flame of war
- to purge them off ; and the {tate emerges from its
fircs recenerated, as 1t were, and new-created.



[ 2 ]

But wwe need tranquillity in order to repair the lof-
{es which we incurred in effeCting the revolution.
We need it to relieve the people from that load of
debt which was the price of our freedom. We
need it to augment our population, to cultivate an
immenfe [cope of unimproved territory, to pro-
mote our commerce, to chertfh the arts, and to
haften the progrefs of fociety and manners towards
perfettion. * War, in our prefent fituation, parti-
cularly with Europe, would be to us one of the
moft fatalscalamities. Not to {peak of the evil of
an accumulated national debt that opprelles the
people, that overloads the fprings of government,
that checks public enterprize and improvement,

and muft neceflarily long hold a young country 1
a ftate of infancy and depreflion. Our own re-
membrance of the miferies of the late war with
Britain will teach us to eltimate its evils in the de-
folation of our cities—in the ruin of our agricul-
ture and commerce—In the conflagrations and ra-
pine that fpread diftrels throughout the United
States——in the lofs of our friends and fellow-citi-
zens by battle, captivity, imprifonment, and con-
tagion. O Britain! thy prifon-fhips, thofe vaults
of contagion, thofe dungeons of infernal cruelty
~and torture, the eternal reproach of thy humani-
ty, ftill fill our fouls with horror at the recollec-
tion. Thelfe cruelties that:robbed us of our bro-
thers, afte&t us infinitely lefs for their lofs than
for the manuer of their death.~—

D

* T fay halten the progrefs of {ociety and manners towards
perfetion—rfor, I am uot one of thofe who think rudenels and

1gnoranca effentiaily connected with virtas.



[v s the manner of favage warfare likewife,
whicly, though lefs pernicious to the republic at
large, renders it peculiarly dreadful to individuals
\ahu lic expofed to their inroads. Tlie continu-
al uncertainty of death from an enemy who fecks
s prey by ftealth, the indifcriminate murder of
cach {ex and ol every age, the atrocious barbarity
witn which they facrifice their viftims, and the
fiend-like cruelty with which they infliét and en-
joy the torments of the fufferers, while they fhould

make usat all times fervently deprecate an Indian

war, oucht row to increafe the {incerity and ar-
dor with which we return our thanks to Almigh-

ty God for our prefent profpects of peace.

Hr has humbled us before them 1n {ucceflive
defeats. He has permitted them to {pread devaf-
tation and blood over a frontier of a thoufand
miles., He has made them the rod by which he
has chaftifed us. Yet mayhe fay to us as to his
ancient people, ¢ Fora fmall moment have I for-
¢ faken thee, but with great mercies will I gather
‘¢ thee.,”” Lately, he has turned our defeats into
vitory ; and the humbled favage, abandoned by
that unfriendly power which had inflamed his ani-
mofities, fupplied his arms, and directed his ope-
rations, begins to turn his thoughts on peace.

Bur, as I have fuggelted, 1t 1s a {till greater
mercy, that we have been preferved from being
fucked into the gulph of European politics and



wars, We are {o involved by commercial rela-
tions with the fyftem of Llurope, that we are ne-
ceflarily aftected by their quarrels, and are in no
Imall danger of being fometimes obliged to take
part mnthem. It is hut lately that we have been
reduced to a molt delicate and hazardous crifis by
the haughtinefs and violence of one nation, and
by the audacious attempts of the minifter of
another.®  ldas not the former, aflelting a tyran-
ny, and ditating a new law of nations upon the
ocean, committed the molt injurious and infolent
Ipoil upon our commerce? Has fhe not trcated
our citizens witn every outrage that could flow
from hatred and contempt ? Has fhe not held for-
tifications ¢ has fthe not claimed dominion within
our territories ! Is the not known to have excited
that ferocious war that has f{o long aflied our
frontier—to have kindled againft us the rage, af-
fifted the councils, and concentrated the force of
the favage tribes? Is it not plain, that the medi-
tated hoftilities ? That fhe had already conceived

the purpofe of attacking us, and only waited the
opportunity to carry it into execution? What
her violence could not do had been almoft effet-
ed by the artifices of a bold and infolent minif-
ter. Contrary to the rights of our fovereignty
and the obligations of our neutrality, he equipped

* On this {ubje&t, when [ freely ceafure the meafures of two
nations which are invidioufly faid to govern cur political par-
ties, 1f 1t be afked to which party T attach mylelt, I fay, to
neither, but to the people of America.
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hoftile armaments in our ports—Ie arrayed our
citizens under the banners of his nation—Ile en-
dcavoured to incite the people to rebellion a-
gainft their own government.—In projects {o dar-
ing and atrocious he was {upported by a party in
the republic, not inconfiderable in numbers and
influence, who attempted, in the purfuit of their
favourite defign, to brave all the conftituted au-

thoritics of their country, and who were clamo-

rous for war. Dillerent motives {eem to have ac-
tuated this party. Some were, and others aftet-
cd to be, influenced by miftaken gratitude to a na-
tion ftrugeling for its liberties which had render-
cd us the mo& neceflary and eflicient aids, while
we were contending for the {ame glorious . ob-
jett.*  Some, I fear, were governed by a deplor-
able ambition which hoped to mount into notice
and diftinétion only by the confufion and miferies
of their country.—Qthers, fired by a generous in-
dignation againit that government from which we
have received fo many injuries, were willing to re-
taliate 1ts infolence and crimes.—But, fhall we, in
purfuing either reparation or revenge, infli¢t ten-
fold injuries on our own country ¢ It 1s lawful,

* Thut not to mention that thofe to whom we were moft di-
reétly indebted have ali been obli‘ged to flee their country, or
huve paficd under the guillotine, they {eem to have forgotten
that thefe aids were the refult, not of national friendfhip, but
of natinnal mterelt, and that the claims of gratitude therefore,
cxtend no farther than ts equally confiftent withour own inte-

reit.
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fay they, 1t 1s laudable to deteft, and to nurfe in the
hearts of our children, a military rage againft a
nation that has been willing to deftroy us, and that
ftill harbours againft us the moft hoftile refent-
ments. L'his maxim, my brethren, is contrary
to the {pirit of our holy religion. DBut, religion
apart—be it as they will—let every American
have been led by his father, like Hannibal, to the
altar, to {wear eternal hatred again{t the enemy of
his country—ihould he not, like Hannibal, wait
the proper moment to avenge her wrongs:?
Should.he not at leaft be compelled by necefhty

alone to wage a difadvantageous war ?

THE caufes 1 have mentioned feemed to be
impetuoully urging u: to 2 defperate crifis when
the goodneis of heaven 1aterpofed to arreft the
danger. For fhall T not afcribe to the fecret
infpiration and dire&tion of the Moft High, the
wifdom and moderation of the councils of Ameri-
ea? Shall I not afcribe it to a merciful providence

OVEr us that the hoftile plans of Britain have
" been all blafted on the plains of Belgium? Da
we not owe to the mercy of God the prudence
and firmnefs difplayed, in the moft embarrafl-
ing circumftances, by that great magiftrate who

preflides at the head of our government. 1 fee
him like a rock in the midit of the ocean, receive
unfhaken the fury of all its waves. Violence, in-
trigue, faCtion, dafh themfelves to pieces againit
him and fall in empty murmurs at his feet.
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Lt us render praife to the Eternal who, m
the midft of thefe imminent dangers, hath hither-
to preferved to us the precious blefling of peace
with the nations of Europe—who hath lately fub-
dued our favage cnemies under the arms of a
cgeneral who has deferved well of his country—
and who, 1n his good providence, hath in every
exigency, raifed up for us the natural means of
fatety and defence. ¢¢ Salvation belongeth unto
the Lord ! Thy blefling 1s upon thy people.”
Plalm, 13, 8.

III. AwoTuer fubjelt of thankfulnels on this
day, 1s the prefervation of our domeftic tranquilli-
ty, and particularly the extintion of a dangerous
in{urretion that put in hazard the happinefs and
fafety of the republic.

WE cannot be {ufliciently gratetul to heaven
for the bleflings of internal harmony and order.
We cannot be too careful to preferve them invi-
olate. 'When civil difcord agitates a nation, all
the ends for which men’ united in {ociety are de-
ieated. And in civil wars, a rage more ardent
and deftrutive is commonly excited than that
which takes place in hoftilities between independ-
ent nations. We have realon to blefs God that,
amid(t all the fubjelts of diflention and party that
exift- among us, our peace at home remains at
prefent fo entire. That formidable infurrefion
which threatened the exiftence of the government,
or the difmemberment of the republic, has been
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crufhed under the powerful arm of the law. The
energy of the meafures that have been adopted,
and the alacrity of the citizens in proftering their
fervices to fupprefs rebellion, and to teftify their
attachment to the conftitution which they had cho-
{en, have, I hope, effeCtually reprefled that ipi-
rit of anarchy and diforganization that was begin-
ning to [pread itfelf with alarming rapidity. ‘l'he
rebels relied for proteftion and {upport on the
favour and concurrence of a large part of their
tellow-citizens, and on the indifference and con-
nivance of the reft. Good God! what would
have been our deplorable condition 1if their ideas
had been realized ? Divided, difcontented, pow-
erlefs—the contempt and infult of foreigners—
the fport of their intrigue—ievered to pieces—
attacked by piece-meal—diftributed among them,

we fhould have been without a name, without

a country, without liberty. What is liberty but
obedience to the laws ? Where the laws are difo-
beyed, no man can be fecure—no man can be
free. In what light then are we to view the ring-
leaders of this infurrection ¢ In what light are we

to view thofe who aflifted and fomented it? Are
they not incendiaries ¢ Are they not parricides ?

‘Do they not deferve the deteftation of every good

citizen

Too many, I tear, have been indireftly ac-
ceflary to this unhappy event who intended not
all the confequences that have refulted from their
oppofition to government. But the phantoms
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of tyranny that were perpetually conjured up~-
the violent and unwary appeals that were made
thro” the channels of the prefs, and by {ubfervient
orators to the paflions of an undifcerning multi-
tude who were remote from the fources of real
and authenic information—the advantage taken of
thefeby artfuland ambitious demagogues who hope
to produce themlelves to netice, and raile them-
{elves to eminence by playing on the credulity and
follies of the people, all contributed to urge the
oppofition of the infurgents to a crifis—at
laft their frenzy burft thro’ every tie of duty and
fubordination, and they dared openly and trium-
phantly to trample on the laws. Ah! the pal-
{ions of a people are dangerous engines of fattion
or ambition. Ofren you may roufe them to a
deftrutive fury by the grimace of falfe patrio-
tiflm, or the {fanaticifm of miftaken liberty.
But you cannot mark the point beyond which
they fhall not rife. They are not to be allayed
by the fame arts of per{uafion by which they were
excited. When they have mounted to a certain
pitch, if they are not {ubdued by the force of
the ftate, they {ubfide only after having {pent
themfelves in aé&s of violence and horror—they
come to be fhocked at a review of their own
works. Republics, tho’ more calculated for the
improvement and perte&ion of human nature than
other forms of government, are peculiarly liable
to be difturbed by the arts of demagogues—and

demagogues are the greate{t curfe of republics.
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Ma‘y Americans return to their own moderation
and geood fenfe. Let no combination of men at«
tempt to refllt the will of the majority confltitutis
onally exprefled. Abhor the faltions that lead to
¢mbroil the public peace. Cherifh internal order
as being ameng the mofit precious gifts of icaven.
And let us return thanks to God who hath *¢ {till-
ed the tumults of the people ”—who ¢ hath caul-
ecd the crafty to be taken in their cwn fnare >’—
who hath ¢ difappointed the devices oithe crafty,
fo that they could not perform their enterprize,
and hath made the counfel of the froward to be
carried headleng.”

IV. THEe laft fubje& of national gratitude which
T have mentioned, is our enjoyment of the chrifti.
an religion, freed from the fetters both -of civil and
eclefzallical power.

Tue golpel of Chrift is the moft precious gift
which God hath beftowed upon mankind. With
out 1it, this world would be a gloomy vault in which
we thould wander blind, or only engaged in the
purfuit of unreal phantoms—a miferable prifor
in which we fhould groan a few days and be no
more. Human teafon had lor ages foughtin vain
for a clear and fimple law of duty that thould be
intelligible to all, and by its certainty pofiefs fuffi
cient authority to impofe its obligation on the cona
{cience. In vain 1t endeavoured to penetrate the
veil with which God hath covered the my{teries of"

futurity—It met with nothing in its refearches but
-- L
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etetnal difappointment—a difmal uncertainty fhll
refted upon death. And the miferies of life prels-
ed the heavier upon mortals, that they had no folid
hopes of a future and better exiftence. Chriit
hath revealed a law of duty [o perfed, that realon
tho’ compelled to approve could never have reacha
ed it—{o fimple that the humbleft underitanding
ean conceive it—and poilefling fuch evidence and
authority as to give it the firmeft hold upon the
heart. Chafing from the human mind the 1rivo-
lous, or the gloomy fuperftitions with which 1t had
been filled, the gofpel imparts to it the moft fub-
lime difcoveries of the divine nature—Raifing it
to a pure and rational picty towards the Father of
the univerfe, it becomes to it the fource of the {in-
cereft and the nobleft pleafures. Butit difplaysits
excellence and power chiefly on two fubjelts on
which reafon has been always moft embarrafled,
and on which it has drawn its dubious conclufions
with the greateft diffidence, the forgivens/s of fins
and an immortal exiftence. 1t offers to the penitent
the only folid ground of peace of confcience by re-
vealing the atonement, and by affuring himof the
promifes of divine mercy. Lo the pious, it confers
on life its higheflt enjoyment, by the hope of living
forever ; and its calamities it aileviates by enabling
them to look forward to the period, not far remote
when ¢ God fhall wipe away all tears from their
eyes ; and there fhall be no more death, neither
forrow nor crying ; neitler fhall there be any more
pain: for the former things are pafled away.”
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Rev. xxit, 4.~—Preccious! 1ncflable conlolation
under all the anxieties and forrows that prey up-
on the human heart, and cthat, without this, would
often make us weary of being |

I'1re bleflings which we enjoy from religion as
individuals, deferve our recolletion and acknow-
ledgment on a day of national thankfgiving—be-~
caufe the nation i1s but the mafs of individuals.
But 1t has more diret political relation. which
require us to recognize it as the chief of our pub-
l1c mercig;.

It is the fureft bafis of virtue and good morals,
without which free ftates foon ceale to exift.
Even the fuperltitious rites of paganifm, by ac-
knowledging a deity, were infinitely preferablg to
abfolute infidelity. Enforcing the diltates of con-
{cience by the dread of a divine power, they add-
ed an important fandtion to the moral law*.
Much more is a religion of principle, like that of
chriftianity, calculated to regulate the manners of
men, and to produce the moft happy effeéts on fo-
ciety. Taught from their infancy 7o do jufice, ts
love mercy, and to refpect the laws q’f,thei'r coun-
try as the ordinance of God, they are prepared to
become good citizens. Impreffed with the fear of
a holy and cternal power that takes cognizance of

* The legiflators of antiquity conftantly iacorporated re=
ligion into their political {yltems. Xenophon, who was equils
ly an accomplithed general, an able tatefman, and an elegant
writer, always joins the fear of the Gods W‘it‘*h.‘the proiperity of
ftates, and makes it one of the chief virtues of 'hi{s‘fam‘ilrite’ hero,
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human actions—direted continually to that right.
cous tribunal wherc virtue will meet with the
molt illufirious rewards, and vice thall fufler its
aclerved punifiments—inltructed to believe that
God regardeth the heart, the principle and foun-
tuin of condudt, can they enjoy ftronger motives
to purity of life 7 Or can human wifdom impofe
on mmmorality and diforder more efletual re-
{traints !

B Trirs holy religion we enjoy, freeu from the de-
oenerating mfluence of civil, or of ccclefiaftical do-
mination. 7 hey corrupt in the church whatever
they touch. Ahmong us truth 1s left to propa-
gate 1tfeli by 1ts native evidence and beauty.
Stripped of thofe meretricious charms that, under
the fplendor of an ecftablilhment, intoxicate the
fenfes, 1t poflefles only thole modeft and fimple
beauties that touch the heart. It recommends it-
Ielf by the utility ofits effedts. Wealth and pow-
er are apt to inflame the pride, and foliter the in-
dolence of the prielthood, in whofe hands reli-
gion then degenerates into a lifelefs form, or in-
to a frivolous fyltem of foppery and fuperftition,
But in America, a diligent and faithful clergy
refting on the affeCtions, and fupported by the
zeal of a free people, can fecure their favour on-
Iy in proportion & their ufeful fervices. A fair
and generous competition among the different de-
ﬁlpminations of chriftians, while it does not extin-~
gulfh their mutual charity,® promotes an emula-

* Uncharitable contentions ufually fpring from the exclufive
poifcilion of crpoiuments and privileges by one party. -
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trion that will have a beneficial infuence on the
public morals.

Trr lawgivers of antiquity, convinced that vir-
tue 13 eflential to the profperity, and even to the
exiltence of free governments, and finding in their
religions only ceremonies inftead of precepts, were
often obliged, in order to fupply the defe&, to have
recourfe to an auftere and rigorous difcipline of
labour and obedience, that they might prepare their
youth to become citizens. To thefe they added

infpeétors of the public manners,* whofe duty 1t
lhould be to preferve them from degenerating, or
to bring them back to their original ftandard.
Thele advantages, fought fo earneftly by the great-
elt efforts of legiflative gemus among the ancients,
are all happily procured to us by the chriftian re-
ligion. Her inftrutions take poffeflion of the
heart from our molt tender years—She forms the
morals of the citizens under the facred authority
and care of the church—She teaches the purelt
fyltem of virtue that was ever taught on earth—
She adds to virtue the moft powerful fan&ions
that were ever known among men.. And what
thofe legiflators with difficulty and but partially
accomplifhed by their cenfors of the public man-
ners, fhe more effectually attains by the moral dif-

cipline, and the ufeful emulation of the different
fects. ‘

* Such as the Areopagus at Athens, the {enate and the old
rsn of Sparta, and the cenfors at Rome.
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I.aTELY, there has fprung up a feft of political
empirics who pretend to deny the necefity or
utility of religion, and who would willingly dil-
card it from the {tate, as they have eradicated 1t
from their hearts. The {yitemn of infidelity which
was once thought to be cold and gloomy, has at
length [hewn itlelf to be {urious and inflamed. In
one nation, where 1t could aék out 1ts fpint, we
have feen the apoltles of atheifm more fanatical
than the difciples of Omar, who endeavoured to
deftroy all the monuments of art and genius, and
more bloady thian the votaries of Moloch who wor-
fhipped their infernal idol in the blood of men.
Blafpheming the living and eternal God, have
they not confecrated their mmpious temples dedi-
cated to a falfe and mifguided reafon with heca-
tombs of human viétims ¢ I may now fpeak free-
Iy on this {ubject. Thofe of my humble and imi-~
tative countrymen who adopt their opinions im~
plicitly from this nation, and who {o fiexibly bend
after every revolution’ of party in its capital, will
not now deem it profane to un-mtche Danton,
Briffot, and Rcbert{pierre, or to drag Marat irom

1s pretended godfhip in the pantheon, where mad-
nefs and folly had placed him. 'Thefe men dif-
daining the examples of other ages, and mad with
rage acainft religion, endeavoured to extirpate it
from the republic. The more eftettually to 1n,
{ult its worfhip, they inftituted a farce in the tem-
ple of reafon. Was it God, the eternal reafon,
who framed the univerle, whom they meant ta
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tidore under a new title ? No—God did not forri
a part of their {yltem—The pcople were not able
to comprehend fo multiform and abftracted an
idea. DBut, filled with admiration of their own
wifdom, it was this which they canonized in their
heated 1maginations*. Iach man carried his ri-
diculous deity in his own bramm. *T'was 1ts via
fions and whimfies that he deified—O Lgypt! the
fcorn of ages for the contemptible worfhip ol rep-
tiles and monfters! Did thy temples ever contain
{o many monfters, fuch fantaftic and reproachful
mockeries of divinity, as did thele ftrange temples
of reafon !

"

Brrssep Saviour! are thefe the fubltitutes
which infidelity invents for the purity and glory of
thy holy religion ?- Are thefe the works of thole
{trong and {uperior minds who affelt to delpile
thy humble birth; thy innocent and inftradive
life ! the condelcenfions of thy mercy! the facri-
fice of thy crofs ! the hopes of immortality which
thou hait revealed, and which thou haft verified
by thy refurre&tion! The errors of the human
imagination, when it departs from thee, are a-
mong the ftrongeft proofs of the truth and excel
lence of thy gofpel l—=Ever, may we cherith it as

* Thele men rejefting revealed religion and -fubftituting -
teaton in its place, it mult have been that reafon which each vo-
tary pofeiled, that framed the charaer of the ofje@ of his
worfhip. “Zt muft -have partaken, therefore, of all the variety’
and extravagance which the iguorance or fanatici{m ef myri-

ads of people could give it
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the dearelt, the'moft facred treafure that heaven
has conferred on mortals !

BuT, could thefe pretended philofophers, thefe
novel politicians, fucceedin their attempts to era-
dicate the principles of religion from the minds of
men, what would be the confequence on the con-
dult of life, and the order and happinels of focic-
ty ¢ The general mals of mankind can never be
made to embrace the principles of a found and ex-
tenfive morality by the evidence of reafon alone,—
Their mindsare too limited—Their occupations are
too numerous.— They muft réceive them from au-
thority.— And no authority 1s fo competent to this
end as that of religion. Can their paflions be re-
itrained by the delicate force of tafte, of fentiment,
of honor? No—they muflt be fubje&ed to the
power and controul of a fupreme legiflater who is
able to punifh and reward.*-—If then, you remove
the precepts and {anctions of religicn, what Timit
can you prelcribe to the paflions of the multitude?
What will reftrain them from haftening whitherfo-

Pl

cver pleafure invites, whitherfoever want ftimul=
ates, or revenge impels? Luft, riot, debauch-
ery ; theft, robbery, oppreflion ; treachery, poif
oning, aflafiination would be the fruits of a gene-

* It1s fometimes faid to be improper to found piety and
virtue on the principles of hope and fear in man.---particularly
on fear. It 1s true that virtue, in its perfe&ion is the Jowe of
our duty. DButits {pirit and its habits, muft in the beginning,

and efpecially in grofs minds, be cultivated by the motives that
1 have mentioned.
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ral atheifm. Do thefe politicians rely upon the
power of confience to controul the vicious tenden-
ciecs of human nature f—Confcience derives its
force chiefly from a future ftate, and from pre-
fenting to the mind the power and juftice of God.
Remove thele ideas, and feeble, indeed, in the
malfs of the people, would be its remonftrances a-
gain{t the temptations of intereft, the influence
of example, the force of the paflions. Without
religion the whole fabric of public morals, and
of focial order, would tumble to pieces. But,
thanks be to God ! he has implanted the religious
principle fo deeply in the human heart, that it 1s
impoflible for impious politicians ever to eradicate
it. The ftorms of a revolution, or the violence
of an atheiftical and fanatical* faltion, may thake
it for a moment, but afterwards, 1t will ftrike
its roots deeper, and grow with more vigour and
luxuriance. And, 1 doubt not, that nation is yet

IL""""'""'"'"""'.'"'"""""'"f'-"‘-rirlhllrl-l-l-l-.h...ll

ed piety.

LeT us render to God the facrifices of thankf-
eiving becaule we enjoy the inftitutions and the
gofpel of Jelus Chrift, and enjoy them in fo
much {implicity, and {fo much purity. We ea-
joy the law of truth and holinefs revealed by him
from heaven—1he promife of the forgivenefs of

* We have lately feen that thefe two charaers are not in-
conliftent as was once fuppofed----Aud the fanaticiim of an
atheilt 18 found to be more furious, cruel, and bioody than that

of a fuile religionilt,
L -

I
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fins, aud of mercy from God to the guilty who
are penitent——and the aflured hope of life and im-
mortality, which he alone hath brought to lLight,
[For a fingle theorem 1in geometry did an ancient
philofopher, in the rapture of difcovery, oftfer an
hundred vi&ims to the deity who had illuminated
his mind— What {acrifice fhall we pay to God for
truths the molt glorious and confolatory that have
ever been nmdu known to the world ? Shall we
bring hum thoufands of rams, or ten-thoufands
ctrivers of oil ¢ No—thele would be a poor of-
fcrmg—-—:%. il God, inpity to our poverty, conde-
fcends to accept our gratitude and praile in the
room ofall. ¢ He that offereth praife, faith he,
¢ elorifieth me.” Let us join in the {fong of  the
neels who announced the birth of the Saviour.—
“ Glory to God in the higheit! and on earth,
* ¢ neace and cood will to men !’ Let usre-echo in
the church rhe afcriptions and the triumphs of
Ieaven—st Alleluial '—Salvation, and glory, and
henor, and pew er unto the Lord our God!

AMIN.
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