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T HE

Candid Retrofpect.

HE political creed of America (for I maxe no eltimate of
two parties, who taken together are a Mumicriiy of the con-
tinent) may be comprifed in the twelve folloving asti les. -

[. Every pation has authority to frave {uch a government for
itfelf, as will, without injury to others, be :- 't coniucive to its
own felicity.

1l. The national fovereignty under every furr: -of government,
w hether in the hands of one, or ot many perfons, or however aodel-
led, is ablolute; for no State can exift, if any of its members may by
force or fraud attempt its fubve: fion with impunity: Ard theretore,
cvery nation punifhes treafon, or an attempt tending to everturn the
conflitution, as the higheft crime of which a fubjec! can be guilty.

III. No man can be innocent, even Foro Conjcientie, 1n an endea-
vour to change the government ot his country, if the meditated re-
volution will lightup a civil war, and the mileries in profpect are
Likelv 10 exceea thole, which the community have been accvtomed
to endure.

1 he eftablithments made in America by Englith emigrants
anu theiraflncistes, wight in the early day of the colonies, if the parent
ccuntry had lo determined, have been prevented or broken up.

V. “Uhe Lords and Cemnrons of Enpland, being conautant of the
grants and chasters of their Kings and Queers, tur the encourage-
ment of the C olonies, arnd of the trania@ions underthem ; and atter-
wards co operating for regulating the plant:tions, rendering them
fecure agamit foreign iuvafions and ulef.l to Great-Britan, they
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cannot therefore be confilered as merely Royal, but Parliamentary, o
nationa! ctiablifments

VL. The grants and charters to the col.nies, and the pofterior
fettlements, regulations and uf . g=s by the perriflion, and with the
Xoowledge o- privits, aad without the interdi®ion of Parliament,
are inconteftible proofs of a great national covenant between the
MotherCountry and the Colunies; for her tavours (which undeniably
Lave been nany and great; by infpiring the Coloniits with confiden-»,
and expofing them to hazardous and expenfive und=reakings, creaied
r.ghts; and gr.titude never obliges to returns and forrenders. 1:coui-
patiole with thote rights which are efiential to the felicity of the re-
ceiver of the ben: fus.

VII Beiore the year 1764, the King, Lords and Commons,
were univerfally acknowledged to be the fupreme iaw-givers of the
whoie empire; of which the Ccloniss were menbers.

VIIL. 'L he national covenant bound the parent country to protect
and promo:e the Colonies, according to the good taith implied in the
grants and charters, and otherroyal and national aéts in their favour,
as far as was confilt=nt with the peneral weal of all the difperfions
of the nation; and it obiiged the plantations to fubmit to her autho-
rity, in all cales not repugnant to their grants, charters and eftablith-
ments; and to fuch alts and contributions, as were neceflary for
the ccinmen defence and telicity-of the empire,

IX. Neither of the contracting parties may diffolve this compalt,
as long as their joint aim in the union, to wit, tbeir mutual proiperity,
can be attained by 11,

X. As no provifion was made for conttituting an impartial Judge
between them, to bridle or corre the partiality or infidelity of either
jacty, therefore their controverfies are to be decided by negotiation
and treaty, or on appeal by battle to the L.ord of Hofls; tor neither
1s obliged to furrender its eflential rights at the will of the cther, and
each 1s juftihable in exerting its own telf- preferving powers.

X1. When one of then wanis either will or ab/lity to fulfil its
engagererts, the other, if not inflrumental to this difaffection or
impotence, will be difcharged from the original obligation.  But,

X1 Since amongft imperfett beinigs offences «re inevitable, the
rontraCt s are hy the Liws of a judge who cannot be deceived, tes
Corcculy bound, upon criepticas takea, to purlue cvery mealure
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of a reconciliatory nature, confiftent with the erd of the union; and
to fuch mutual condefieniions, as tend to the re-eftablithment ot
the general telicity, peace and harmony: And this is the more emi-
nently their duty, fince the empire conlifts of ctier branches, which
have offended neither of the parties at ftrite, and will nevertheleis
be ruined ir the controverfy ends in a feparation.

In the ap,lication ot thele principles to the prefent quarrel,
perhaps neither Great-Britain nor America, v.ili appe.r to be with-
out blame.

What a rew and awful idea of the conftitution did the Parent
Count:y hold up to her Cclonies, -he paliing of the ftamp a&t!
Her language was this:

““ You Americans are abfolutely ours. We may difpofe of your
perfons, your commerce, ycur lands and acqui ticns as we p eafe.
You have rorights. Ihe grants of our Kings to your anceitors,
do not bind this nation. The privileges and fecurities of knglifh-
men carnot be yours unlefs your return to the old realm.  Our an-
cient indulgences were femperary permiffions, from which you can
deduce no title to permanent enjoyments.  Your plea that our Com-
moens are not of your electing, and that we and tney are interefted
in the increafe of your burdens, can come with propriety only from
the mouth of a Britith inhabitant.—All America is fubjeét to our
taxations; nor will we hear your complaints, until you firft ovnour
avthority to deal with you as we pleafe, and acknowledge that fuch
benefits as you requeft, are to be expeéted not as of right, but of
grace.”

Had 'ngland fuch principles at the firt emigrations, fhe was
bourd to declare them to the adventurers, before they gave them-
felves to the winds and the feas, to gain her a fhare . ¢ the wealth and
commerce of the new world, by which her ifland has been converted
into a Na:ion of Princes.

But thus fhe never did fpeak tiil this memorable xra; and there-
fore the Colcnies were in confternation at the haughty tone, utrering
this novel explanation of the nature of the union. 1hey remonttra.
ted—they refited— and the inftant Great-Lritain took ofi’ the new
burden, America regarding her deeds more than her words, fubmit-
ted without cavalling, to that rational fovereignty fhe had tor. erly
exerciled, to the common advantage of the cmpirc,
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Tae gra-d d Jleratu~ of (e momeat in whi- b the flarp alt was
epeaec [ 160 wastoae | lan Lorobtacang in future tie redona.ols
curt tbutions o1 theCdlouies tor the ccmm nd:fe ce co. hit -t with tae
fapremacy of Pariiament aad the freedom of  morica, oL 5ieria the
o!d or in fome new and urexceptionable mode—~1Ii afien lies were

= lenger to be trufted, ior grants on fenarate requititions from the
Lrown ‘though the Culon.es had in this way the c:edit of having
cveracied ther parts) an American Parl:ament might have been con-
flitited to imure and guicken the jupplies ; or permanent funds might
have been fet apart in every plantation, for their quota’s to the
na:ional charge, riing ard falhng with the commerce of a Colony,
pertectiy confiftent with ¢:ir fafety and the national jupremacy, and
requifite for the union and direction of their force: But t5 the afto-
nithment ot com.m- nfenfe, Great Britain, blind to futurity, and anxi.
ous only for prefent peace, contented herlelf with an empry decla-
ration ot het authority to bind the Colonies in all cafes whatjorver ; and
as if this would have preverted America from ndulo nx jealoufies,
or have induced her to fi de1ato fecurity and confidence, fhe abfurd-
ly enrol ed it among her laws.—La'y themielves, the minifters of
the day, devifed nothing to cousteralt the poiton adminiftered by
their predecefiors, and feemed to be reaard efs of the durable 1nteretts
of the Mona:ch tney ferved, and d the naton who refi. sned to their
couniels.—Buat to progccd, we remark,

1. ‘Lhat the preeat asimodities are imputable to the pride and
avarice of Great-fritain, in affuming an authority, inconfutent wich
the compact by which the e pire had been long profperoufly united.
T'he Coloaies had the merit of returning to their fub 1 iffion, as foon
os they were difburdened of the ftamp duties, the irritatiag aflzrtion
ot a right to defpotick 1uumnnty over them notwithftanding.
They rcmamrd qu.et tili Mr. ‘Tosnfhend revived the old claimin a
rew form, by impofing duties upen paper, paint, &c. for r‘uﬁng, a
revenue, fubverfive ¢f the Colo iy Legifistures and the ancient
cuftoms ot the 1 mpire.

2. That the Colonics were juftifiable in cenfiring the new law
devifed to exccute the tea duty acty for that aiming to inforce the
ciai nef a’ folice fovereignty obliaed to fome condu&t or declaration
againt an uncen litonal jubmiffion—Perbaps it jultified the open
vwolation to which they relorted. -- Keprefentations and  petitions
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having been tried without effe&, what could be expe&ed fr m the
m re 1. fluence of diffuafions aga'nlt the purchale of the dutied ai-
ti le? Had rou the putriot ditvader to agprehend pro ecuin and
r.in ualefs whon impriloned, his co..ntrymen would riie up againtt
tae govern=ie:t fur his redemption 2 ind which meafure »as s leatt
exceptionable, the deitr:.&ion of the commodity, or th: rupture of
gaols, for a deliverance of the priioners in th- confederacv, an:d the
fudden ovcrturning of the Coluony Governaent for defeatiag the
regular courfe of the law?

. That the retentent of Great-Britzin, on the deftr. Gion and
(xPulﬁon of the tea cargoes, munifefted in t'e (o::rcne miratures of
17174, by aleering the charter of the Mafluchufeto’s Bay, exti \qmihing
the commerce of Boftor, coilecting an army tHcrc, rmuumg te
f(,]dlcry d|fpumfha‘)lc for the th- dumo' of b:oad, mo cliing the pro-
vince of Quebeck favourable to the Ceﬁms of compuliion and vio-
lence, was utterly unjuft.tiabe, and an " infractin ('f the lergue,
which obliged Great-Br taia to protect the Colonies; and thede fe-
verities were the more inexcutable, fince to th .t moment her fove-
reignty in a’/ cales (tte matter of taxauon excepte.) th not been
denied by the Coleries ; but was by all their couris, and 1'1 aii their
procecdirgs, corfefled o implied, adjuiged Gu: fupporte &

4. lhdtllt }‘mxmcm were not Blatieadble i io'n iz a Con-
grefs, to unite their couufels and ward 1 danger, o5 they did in
tepember, 1774

5. ‘That it was the duty of the American Affeniblies, and of
the Ceonarefs ating for the whole mmmcnt, ¢t it t me to tender a
plan to the Mother Country, for rettoring peace, co.fite. t with the
comp afl, by which the farliamert of Great-Brizzin was to enloy a
fupremacy for the common feiicity of the empire ;. aad canfequently.
that the dcclaration they then made, of the nghcof the Cdlories to
an exidufive legiflatiein, not only in cafes of taxation but of irfe nal
pelity, fuhje€t only to the negatve of their fovereign, vas a depar-
ture in termis from the origiaal league s fince it Jeit no avthi o1ty 0o
the Pailiament of Great-B-itain over the Piantations, except for the
regulation of the erierral commerce of the b mpire; and gave vi-
gour to the jealouly /efere excited, hy the mi rr(*plc(cmmons of thetr

eremies, of a defign (o maintain an inaufpicious usion and confede-
racy with the M,mmb‘, and not with t“c Legiliture cind Pecple of
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Grea--Biizain 3 and that the intimation of the fame Congrefs, of the
willingnefs of tae Colonies, to acjuicice in their coaditim prior 1o
1503, gave Great-Britan no fuflicieat groand © expect their lud-
miffim, to the ancient acknowledgzd clums ot her Parliament;
fi.ce tne repeal of che oft:.live t.tutes, wirb:ut a revasion of the
denial of her leg flative authority, wouid, by a vio'ent 1m :lication,
eltabifh the (_ongrc/u de.laramn, and amount to a confeat, thit
america was thencetorth to be the ally of Great-Britain, and not
what ths Congrefs, at that very time, averred her to be, a Memoer
of the L. mtnrc.—-V de appendix, No. 1.

6. That it would not have been i-confiftent with the dignity
of Great-Britain, if inftead of declaring war againft her Colonics,
as in tae joint addre{s of the Lords and Commous to the King 11
January, 1775, fhe had animadverted upon the denial of her au-
thority in all cales refpeting internal polity, as an error ; and have
fpecified in what particulars the Americans fhould be reitored to a
uti pifideiis relative to their charters, patents, affemblies, elections,
and modes of goverament, &c. on ccudition of their contributing
to the neceffities of the Empire. And that the parliamentary vote
of the 20th of February, 1775, would have more naturilly effected a
treaty of reconciliation, had it explicitly afieited, thar the right re-
ferved to Parliament, of approving the quantum of the Colony con-
tributions towards the commun defence, was not claimed upon the
fuppofiticn, that Parliament authoritatively command levies, but
only on her right to judge of the exercife or defe& of a due fym-
pathy in any branch of tre empire, to the general neceffities of the
whole body; and efpecialiy if Great-Britain had at the fame time, in-
timated a readinefs to confent to fuch checks. limitations and re-
ttraints, as might be neccflary to infure the app...ation of them, to
the end for which they were given; and had with thefe, promifed
a reftitution of rights and an a:7 of 0dlivien —Vide Appendix, No. 2.

2. That it was a fault to iffue that propofal, in terms capadic of
being conftrued, into an atiachment to the principle of unlimited
{ubmiffion, and accompanying it with acls for augmenting her force
2t Bufton, and reftraining the fithery and commerce of her Colonies,
and for negle&ting to command a ceffation of arms, until the Colo-
nies had an opportunity to deliberate, with compofure of mind,
upon that propofal~-icre efpecially for her irritating fally to Con-
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cord and [exin~t~n, on the 15th of April 1775, when no Goverm-
our but Mr, Gu_ .. had received che Parliament’s concili :tory reolve.

t. That as tiis vote, under thefe circumftances, and the par-
tial dircQien of her wrath againft the New-Frgland Colonics,
favourcd the cpinion of its being contrived, to dece.ve and divide
the Provinces, the Congrefs of 1;7;, hat fome pretexe f r flying
to arms, to repel further incurfions of the Britith troops, till Govaine
ment gave them an opportunity, in a cocdition lefs alarming, t
explain the declaration of 1774 into a confjlen v with the anisnt fu-
premacy of Parliament, and to fta:e the hmitat ons requiiite for their
fafety, inanfwer tothe February refoluticn or propofal.

. That the to:al rejeftion of it in Auguit 1775, and the ne-
gle€t of the Congrefs to recall or explain the ceclaration of 1774,
had a natural tendency to exaiperate the nation; and as the Cen-
tinental fuccefles in Canada, and the impotent {lare of the Britith
army at Bolton, did leave America 1n a condition, for a more cool
and deliberate confideration ot the controverfy, than ccuid have
been expeCted immediately atter tre irritations at | ex:ngton, Concord,
and Charleftcwn, her Congrefs deferves the charge «f abandoning
to paffion, if not to motives lels excufable; it being thea the pal-
pable duty of both countrics, by proper agents in a confiuential
way, to ftateand explain their retpedtive claims and dedircs.

10. T hatthe neglect of Great-Britain to fuperfede the orders
to the navy, for facrififing cvery town on the American cuaft, which
fhould prepare for defence ; and her continuance of hottilities atter
the petition to the King, preferred by Mr. Kichard Peonin Auguft
1775, fubmitting it to his wifdom to point to fome plan for the
reftoration of harmony, confirmed the chaige of her commencing
a war to maintain an illiberal dominion.

11. That the Congrefs would have had merit with their coun-
trymen, it inftead of reterring it to the King to direct ¢ to a mode,
“ by which the united applications of his taithtul Colorifis to the
¢¢ throne, in' purfuance of theit common councils, may be impro-
“ ved into a happy and permanent reconciliation;” 1hey had at
the lame timie expreisly affured his Majefly, that they meant not by
cheir declaretion of rights in 1774, to exclude Parliament from par.
ticipating in the regulations refpe€ting the imternal pelit - of the
Colonies: And that an omiflion fo naturally confirming tl = fulpi-
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cion of 1 defign to iavolve the Empire in blood. by a ftruggle for
dilmembring 1t, diicovers at lesf great impertection in the Lounlcls
of thae Longrcis as it was reafonable to fuppofe, trat the peution
would be compared, with the primip]cs and temper mani-efted in
the preparations for an offenfive war into Canada, and the ditdaintul
rzjcclion ot the Parliament’s propoful, of the month of February
prmculn

12. That every partial view, whether of Great-Britain, to ag-
grandize herielt b) cxtortionate exactions tfrom the elantuions,
ic: .n. ‘s of the'r Xc'l'ut) ; I ot Americy, to ﬁtr ire as an mdcucn-
dent 2o ver, on the rues of Great-Britun, !rclmd and the mher
C .)...\s, Factor.es aud Scttlemeats, is unrighteous in the fight of
(305 and upon the belit of the mani eft tion of his jutiice in the
gon cmn ent of nations, maft expole to the correétion of his irre-

L.&adle and unesi g hand.

1 3. Both countries being chargeable wnh inattention to the
obllgations they were under to purice the meafures requifite to
a xcwncxhatlon, neither of them cculd rejedt termis confiftent with
the miginal cempad?, though no reimburiements were offered for
the loflis they had nu}amed Add to this, that the controverfy
aiole trom—necic@ in our early days, to concert fuch fpecifick fti-
puladons, as were neceflary to prevent doubts and ftrife, and recon-
cile the fatety of the Cilonies with the general fupremacy of Par-
Lamen:; and that a definitive treaty refloring each country to a
litvation preferable to ker priitive con.ition, afforded a realonable
fecurity for her tuture felicity; Great-Britain®s beft hopes being
tounded on the deperder ce and union of America; and tre Colonices
bemng arrived at fuch a maturity of rength, as to command upon
the prirciples of utlity, a fifiem of Lberaiity, in the future manage-
ment of their atlairs.

13. L hat Grest-Biitain even in pafling the probibtory al of
D'ecember 1775, opereda duor to pacification, as iz repealed the
Boflon port azt, and the tw) other coercive ftatutes for reftraining
the fikery and the commrce of the Colonies; and enabled the
Crown to appoint CommiiTioners, to render the prekibiting aft itfelf
/elfsy Upoa a treaty to be mude with the Colonies, or with any
Dortor - place within aither ¢f them; and more efjecaily as the
ining's Minitters had Lo eariy as September (foon after the Congrefs’s
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petition to the King) difpatched meflengers, who in Famuary 1776,
had interviews with certain of the Delegates at Philadelphia, and
made fuch intimations, as gave juft ground to hope for an imme-
diate termination of all differeaces, hal the Congrefs fent others
on their part, to confefs their willingnefs to negstiarc upon the over-
tures, which Adminiftration (thea fuppoied by the Colonies or their
Congrefs to have the lead of Parliament) ftood ready to recommend
to the national approbation. Vid. Apperdix, No. 3.

15. That the concealment of thefe pre-intimatiors fo expla-
ra.ory of the true intent ot the armaments expeéted in June and July,
1776, and of the nature of the commiffion and inftrutions given to
1ord and General Howe, added to the guilt of the Congrefs, and
favoured the perilous defign of drawing the people into the preci-
pitate renunciation of the dependency of the Colonies, the 4th of
July, 1776, and of plunging their countrymen into a tedious and
defolating war.  Vid. Appendix, No 4.

16. That there is reafon to fufpet, that the views which
prompted to that awful refolution, will lead the Delegates to pradtifc
every artifice, to hide its horrible tendency from the eye of the
publick; and if pcfible, to turn the quarrel to their own emolument,
at the expence of the blood and treafure of their country. Vid.
Appendix, No. 5.

17.  That the appeal being made by the {word to the Omunii-
cient Judge, who will decide upon it with infallible rectitude, and
the war wafting the empire, and tending te a feparation ruinous
tomillions, who have taken no part in the controverfy, it concerns
thoie who began, as well as thofe who fupport and protra it, under
the loud calls of juflice, humanity, bencvolerce, honour, religion
and the general intereft, to cultivate concord, and a return to
their ancient unien, according to that compaét which eminently
advanced the common profperity, antecedent to the year 1764,
tor no end however laudable and defirable, will juftify a perfidious
and ambitious violation ¢f that covenant, under wh.ch the two
countri-s were placed by the Providence of God, be the profpect
rever .o flattering 1o cur zeal tor the civil or religious intcrefts of
mankind; it being the indifpenfable dury cf chriflians, to feek for
tporal as weil as eternal telicity in the way of well-doings trutting
1tto the Suprenie Ruler, to accenrpail his benvolent Jefic ns, vete

b
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ting both to Church and State, accorcing to his own wfinite wiflom
an : uncontroulable fovereignty.

18. Ir wwweas the daty of ths Congrets by withelding at firit or
afterwards retrating the declaration of 1 774, which renounces the
whole authority of Parliament in the concerns of ¢/véf po'rly, to have
prevented an open wars; or to have terminated i: by meflages in
anfwer 1o the overtures of Januiry 1774, vhen but few of the Co-
lonies had thought of even temprars cta! blithments for conmon order,
norany ot them had authorized their Delegates to vote for a dif-
union, cr t¢ have checked the military operations, by calling for
the terms brought cut by Lord Howe, and fubmitting them, under
a ceflition of arms, to the confideration of their conftituents in
autumn (776, ro fubfequent tranfzétion of the Congrefs, to give
fuccels to the vnwarrantable project for difmem brmcr the Emp're,
teen conceal:d froin the rultitude, can bind the reft oi their country.

sen, in kensar or confcience, to fupport a weak and wicked faction,
in an obftinate protecution of the war.

19. Who then are the real enemies of America, if not they
who have yerverted the virtucus aims of the main body of the people
for the defence of their rights and priviledges, into a war tor domi-
rion? Ard jeduced lome, terrified many, and driven more, to aflift
in this extravagant rnterl rize—who, under the difguife of patriot
zz1l, did, umu'l.vn-:eu, difpatch an emfiary in the winter 1776°%,
> draw the ancient enmity of France into a contention purely do-
meftich ; and have fince by various arts and affiduous labours, in
and out of Congrets, oppoled all peaceful negotiations, and effected
a loague with the common toe, to gratify the corrupt aims of private
amb-tion and intereft ; » and together with others, in divers pofts,
oii-es and emp'oymente, are teeding and theiving upon the mi-
ferics of their countrymen, and by force and fraud preventing their
recurn to the bleffings of peace, liberty and fatety, under a moft
generous plan tendered by Great-Britain, with propofals of a fo-
Jemn convention, fcr a..vanunw and perpetuating the prolperity of
the whole Fmpire?  Vid. Appcndw No. 6.

20. It being miznifeft that nothing will fatisfy the diretors
of the - merican Ceuncils 'by whom f{everal of the Colenies fuffer
tacmielves to bex Jed) but meafures incompatible with the fafety of

A Gt cw——- - s s Se— —ee  —— — — - a0t v v eovm———

® Sllas Deare, 2 Coantey Traler, of Weatherstield, in Conne@ticut.




( 13 )

the many .mi'lions of the fame natural ftock with themfelves in
Furope, Afia and b.frica, and in the cuntented difperlions in the
Mlands, as well as on the continent of Anerica, Great-Britain wiil
be uftifable in cxerting th\. powers the enjoys for her prefervation,
to render the rebelled Plantations as iripstent as they app-ar to be
unfriendly, io the weltare of that valt commuaity, wi-h vhom they
may be, as thev once were, hapyily united; and fioim waoin they
are now fuilenly fever.d, upon principles of parizlity, repreNated
by great inultitudes of thelr own countrymen, ¥: ho have iuflerad
intults, imprifonments, fiaes, fequeltrations, asd many of them
death i![elf.

21. But fince men’s pafficns bzcame inflamed. u-der errsrenus
views of the meajures requifite to promote and fccuie thie co mon
inters{'s of beth countries, and it s fcarce potiible for tie eidinay
tiburals of jutice, biafied as they may be by prewidices, exudv
o dilcern ohie hae of feparation, briween that co dudty, which from
t.e monieos nd ends of the agent, may not deier ‘€ blave. andab:-
haviour 1a tie cye of the law criiniinid ¢ d treaf.nasl, it wis wie and
jutl, as wdl A m ercn‘ul in Great Britain, to itlue as thedii in Ceto-
ber 1°78, geaial and wrd:itmguifhing pavdensy that pondhncnt migle
beinflicted only for guilt to be contratted in future, by puil»v\ ring
in a contii&l, undoubtedly degenerated trom a fir ngk ior Liberty,
into an UNNA TURAL REBEL LION,

22, ‘I hat the fufferirgs of the loyal:fts in all parts of tne con-
tinent, from the hands of fcllow fu: bects, who wlitle violarng the
rights of private juderwent, are 1 everthele's appezling in their rafts,
pravers and thankigivivgs, th e Godof love and mercy, for their
innocence, willeternally demoniirate the hypociiiy, avance and pro.
ligacy of fome, znd the funaticitng of the reft of theic opprefiorg,
as the forbrarance of Great-Biitain, in not havii g yotexccuted a

tingle rebel n her power, an {in reflrciodng fron, the Covaflationg
and complicated calan.zics, he taight have bro.s ht Ljon e
arowed ally of 'er mnvercrate eremy, is of Ler ey (ol s o Tty

Ar.d that it w:l berome her 19 future, tohwe a umlnr 1eoard, not

cniy to her trerds in Amenica, but t) G minate thie oner g,
the tinnd, the Lel iy thie unintormed and the 27.'.:::::.‘, byopro-
j ottiorable indulyerdizs a'xd to re z;cn.ltr ar i trounat
Outie Warina e umon, the polelity wrd “‘lt.m‘\ 1.; i T,

; Lo
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and to ftrike hands with the Colonies, in a free and generous efta-
blifhment of their priviledges, bought oy the blood ot the .fmerican,
as well as the European loyal:{t. ,

Laftly, That QGreat-Britain independent of her own intereft in
the controverfy, is, all circum{tances confidered, bound by juftice
and honour to prevent the ruin of her American f.iends, at every
rifk fhort of certain deftru&ion to herfelf: And that it will be her
duty, if compelled by adverfity to conclude a difadvantageous peace,
and to part with one or more of her Colonies to Framce, Spain or
any other foreign nation; to ftipulate in clear and ftrong terms,
in behalf of the loyalifts who may be found there, for every advan.
tage of difpofing of their eftates, and free liberty to remove to fuci:
of the Colonies or Dominions, as may not be unfortunately fursen
dered at the end of the war, to a popith or arbitrary power,
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APPENDIX, No.lL

Extrafl from that Part of the Proceedings of the Continental Congrefs, aj 1atled
at Philadelphia, §th of September, 1774, which was called ¢ The Anerican
Bill of Rights.”

o HE inhabitants of the Englifh Colonies in North-America, by the im-
¢ mutable laws of nature, the principles of the Englith Conflitution, and
¢ the feveral charters or compaéts, have the following Rights.”

After affi-ming in the three firft refolves, That the Americans are entitled to
Life, Liberty and Property—that their anceftois had at the time of their emi-
gration, all the rights, liberties and immunities of free and natural born fubjefts
awithin the realm—that they were not loft by the emigration, and that their de-
{cendants have a right to enjoy fuch of them, as confift with their local circumftan-
ces, it is
*“ Refolved 4thly, That the foundation of Englith liberty and of all free govern-
ment, is a right in the people to participate in their Legiflative Councils; zni
¢« ag the Englifh Colonies are not reprefented, and from their local and other cir-
¢ cumflances, cannot properly be reprefented in the Britth Parliament, they are
*¢ entitled to a free and exclufive power of legiflation, in their feveral Provincial
‘¢ legiflatures ; where their right of reprefentaion can alone be preferved, in all
*¢ cafes of taxation and INTERNAL POLITY, fudjc® only to the negat've of
‘¢ their Sovereign, in fuch manner as has been heretofore ufed and accultomed.
* But from the neceflity of the cafe, and a regard to the mutual interefts of both
' countries, we cheerfully CONSENT to the operation, of fuch adts of the
¢ Britifh Parliament, as are boma fide reftiained to the regulation of our external
¢ commerce, for the purpofes of fecuring the commercial advantages of the whole
‘“ Empire to the Mother Country, and the comwmercial benefits of its refpeitive
* members; excluding every idea of taxation internal or external, for raifing a
*¢ yevenue on the fubjects in America without their confent.’’

Can it be doubted that the party who introduced this refolve, had any other de-.
fign than the feverance of the Empire > Precluded as Great: Britain was to be in
future, from all acts of legiflation, affe®ing the internal polity of every coleny,
how then could fhe check pradtices injurious to the common weal ? fhe mult rely,
faid the independant, upon the vigilance and fidelity of her Sovereigns —What! let
czndouranfwer it, had the people of Great-Britain nothing to fear trom their Kings ?
—from Kings at the head of Colonics, that have already (even without the aid
of the Crown) braved all the reft of the Empire? nay what fecurity would thote
Monarchs have had for the continuance of their power,

But the Congrefs confented (a te..n properly uled arier the ahole suthority of
Parliament had beer deaied) to ce fubjelt to the 'aws of trade; and with this the
honeft and fimple hearted Americans were contented, for few of them were aware
of the craft which tacked to every fach a law, a condition to render it nugatory
and void, ualefs while it continued the advantages of the commerce to Great-
Britain, I fhould fay, of the external commerce of the whole Empire, it fecwred -

B3
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at the fame time, th: commercial ben:fits of its refpe@iv: members.  An infilious
addition, which brought fome Delegates within doors, asd thoufands without,
toappiuve interms, a fentiment which in their hearts they abhorred. Is it in the
urd:iftanding of man, to frame an a& of trade, that will be proof againit the cavils,
to which fuch an article gave an handle ?  And would not the aflent to it as a fun-
damertal of the vrion, have fct every colony upon the high ground of a coatracting
pot.ntate: zu huiiied to refilt by violence, what fhe might not be «bl: to prevent
by diffuation? It was only to fhew that an a& of Parliament was not [5 bereficial
to the FEmpire, or any part of it, as it might have been, to be r:/d, and as ealy
1o furefee that this principle admitred, it was impoflible to pen a law, that would
be valid in all ur any of the Previnces. In fhort, if Great Britain had runinio
one extreme for afierting ber right to bind the Colonies in &t/ rajes avhatf.cver,
was it not equ-lly extravagant te hold that fhe could bind us in nere 2—1 fhaid not
difparage America by +fferdag that there were no perfons here who difcerned and de-
telled at the day of thefe tranfactions. the defign and tendency of this arzicle of the
declaraticn of rights ; there were, and with gricf we muft add, that there were mem-
bere of that very Cingr.ji, who, then overreached, have fince di=d of vexation;
as well as orhers, who to avuid the like imputation, facrifice integuity to pride, and
boatt of being frem the beginsiny in that plot, which has coft their counitymen an
ocean of blood. T hcufands muit be able to point to the men, once as lcutin deny-
ing, as they are at prefent in owning, the intention of fevering the kmpire from
the year 1774,  They have n.; cunfent for the fame they afpire af er, and that what
they withed to be believed, raay rever be qucfhioned till tlrat happy day, when
themfelves thallfind fafety, in preducing the procfs they now are defirous to conceal,

Is it afked, what thould have becn fubiistuted for the refolve we condemn ! | an-
fwer, one fafe to America and not injuricus to the reft of the kmpire. Had the
Delegates of that day the general fclicity in their eye, might we not have looked
for fomething like the following declatation as moft confiltent with the fafety and
fentiments of thofe, with whofe lives and fortunes they were intrufted ?

The foundation of Enghth liberty and of all free government, is a 1ight in the
people to participate in their Legiflauve Council. ‘I ke Coloniits are not.and frour
Jocal and other circumitances cannot, be reprefented as the inhzbitants of the ancient
realm are, in the Briti/h Parliament.  {f only the objeés of the bounty and care,
and not centribu:ory to the burdens of the parent nation, they could not complain
of their not participating in her councils  Hut the cafe war, altered after the Pro-
vidence of God had enabled them to fuftain, and we calk.d them to bear, a part
of the general charge for the ¢ mm:n d.ferice sf the Britifh fock, now difpeifed
inall quarters of the world.—Amciica has no unnaturel defire to fhrirk from the
Joad, but declares herfelf willi=g to fubmit to an equitable ratio.—She expetts
it from the wifdom ard jutlice of the Paient State to fet limits to her power, that
Great-Britain will avflain from all meafures divectly and indirectly tending to levy
taxcs, and from chaltilements and inpovations for hunbling the Colonies into a
bale devotion to her arbitrary pleafure —She Lus drawn aids from them by hes
commercial regulatiors.—Letu council be convoked to deliberate upon a fettlement, .
w0 alcertain wha: contiibutions the Provirees fall afford in future, for the protec.
non fiue ought not to refufe.
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Sach lanpuage as this could only have offended thofe, who meant to fubje&
-us to defpotifm: And it muft be confeTed to the horour of Great-Britain, that fhe
threw out the firft hint for an accommodat.on of diffcrerces by compad?, in the re-
folve of the 2oth of February, 1775.—1Itis at the fame time the misfortune of the
Colonies, that their leaders preferred z defiance of her power to the tenders of
her love. I.ook at the fullen anfwer to the conciliatery declaration, entered in
the Congrefs minutes of the 21t of July, 1~75—an an{wer too, unfairly fufpended
frem the preceeding April, that the multitude might in the interval, be the better
prepared to appreve its infidious contents.  \What incredible pains were taken to
pradtife upon the Prosincial Congrefles, ard inculcate the ludicrous idea uttered
in Parliament, that liberty was fet up &t a2z, to be ‘old to the Provinces
bidding higheft ? And how g-ateful the poifon of that parricide, to an inflamed
ropulace, gulled into a deftru&ive war, by the hope of paying nothing, towards
the charge fcr fupporting and defending the liberties they enjoyed ! Muferable
Americans ! fay now who are your foes !

APPENDIX, No. IL

Extrall fromthe Journals o} the Houfe of Corrmon-.
Dus Lunx, 20me Die Februarii, 177;.
The House ina CommiTTER on the American Papers.,
Mition made and Sneflion prepsfed,

HAT it is ihe opirion of this Committee, that when the Governour, Council
and Affembly, or General Court of any of his Majefty’s Provinces or Colo-
nies in America, fhall propofe to make provifion, according to the condition, cir-
cumflances and fituation of ch Province or Colony, for contributing their pro-
portion to the common de ~.tce (fuch proportion to be raifed under the authority
of the General Court or General Aflembly of fuch Province or Colony, ard dif-
pofable by Parliameit) and fhall engage to make provifion alfo for the fupport of
the civil governmer.t, and the adminiflration of jultice in fuch Province or Colony,
it will be proper, if fuch propofal fhall be appreved by his Majelty and the two
Houfes of Parliament, and for fo long as fuch provifion fhall be made accordingly,
to forbear in refpect cf fuch Proviace or Celony, to levy any duty, tax or affe(l-
ment, except only fuch duties as it may be expedient to cortinue to levy, orimpofe
for the regulation of commerce; the .nett produce of the dutics lult mentivned,
to be cartied to the account of fuch Province or Colony refpeciively,

The circular Letter inciofing this Refdution.
S, IWhitehall, February 22d, 1775,

INCLOSED I ferd yeu by 1he King's commard, a joint addrefs of both Houfis
of Pailiament to Lis Muj«lly, upen a confideration of the papuis, which had becn
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communicated to them relative to the Americas Colonics, together with his Ma-
j<fty’s moft grocious anfwer to the {aid addrefs.

1 likewife fend you a printed eopy of a bill brought into the Houfe of Cemmons
for reftraining the trade and fifheries of th: four New-Englaad Governments for
a limited time, together with a cdpy- of a refolution declaratory of the fenfe of
Parliament upon the fubjedt of taxation; which refolution was moved in the com-
mittec on Monday lalt, and carrisd by a majority of 273 to 83. s -

As thefe two meafures are as yet in the firft ftages only of confideration, and as
thebill may poffibly admit in its farther progrefs of fome alteration, ! thail anly fay
upon them, that I flatter myfcf that the firm determination of Parliameat, to
preferve the Colonies in a due dependence upon this Kingdom, tempered with the
suflice and moderation exprefled in the laft refoluticn of the Committee, will have the
effect to produce fuch a condu® on the part of the Colonies, as fhall leadgo a
refloration of the pablick tracquillity. I am, Sir, your moft obedient humble fer-
vant, DARTMOUTH.

Toe Cireular Letter of the American Secretary of State.
Sin, Whitehall, March 3d, 1775

YOU will have feen in the King’s anfwer to the joint addrefs of both Houfes
of Parliament on the 7th of February, which addrefs and an{wer have already been
tranfmitted to you, how much atteation his Majelty was molt gracioufiy pleafed
to give to the affurance held out in that addrefs, of the readinefs of Parliament
to afford any juft and reafonable indulgence to the Colontes, whenever they fhould
make a proper application on the ground of any real grievance they might have to
complain of : And therefore [ have the lefs occafion now, to ealarge upon the
fatisfaltion it has given his Majelty, to fee that addrefs followed by the inclofed
ref:lution of the Houfe of Commons; which, whatever may be the effed of it,
(I hope a happy one) will forever remain an evidence of their juftice and moderation,
and manifelt the temper which has accompanied their deliberations upon that quef-
tion, which has been the fource of fo much difquiet to his Majefty’s fubje&ts in
Aimerica, and a pretence for ats ef {uch criminal diforder and difobedience.

His Majelty ardently wijhing to fee a reconciliation of the unhappy differences,
which have produced thefe diforders, by every means through which it may be
obtained, without prejudice to the jult authority of Parliameat, which his Majefty
will never fuffer to be violated, approves the refolution of his faithful Commons ;
and commands me to tranfmit it to you, not doubting that this happy difpofition
to comply with every juft and reafsnadle with of the King’s fubjefts in Amenca,
will meet with fuch a return of daty and affection or their part, as will lead to
a happy iffue of the prefent difputes, and to a re-eftablithment of the publick tran-
quility, on thofe grounds of juflice and wederaticn which this refolution kolds
fuorth.  The letecradds,

The refolution neither points out what the civil eftabliiment fhould be, nor
cdemands any fpecifick fum in aid of the publick burthens--In both thefe refpedts, it
leaves full fcope for that juflice and liberality, which may be expe@ed from Cole-
pics, that urder all their prejudices, have never been wanting in exprefiions of
an afiectionate attachment to the mother country, and a zealows regard for the
Leneral evelfare of the Bridith empire.
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APPENDIX, No. Il

THB Prohibitory A& of December 1373, authorized the making captuves of
American veflels, and though it repealed that for fhutting up the port of
Bofton, and two otherd for reft-aining the commerce of the Colosies, and enabled
the Crown to appoint Commiflioners for opening neyotistions to termirate the pre-
fent animofitics, and to render all the denunciations of the prohibitery ftatate itfe /
utterly ineficacious, in every Colouy, Ccanty or Village defirous of peace, yet
it was a*tfully made a hardlc of to induce the maltitude to believe, that they were
thereby pat eut ¢/ the Kirng's proteflisn, except upon the terms of swconditional
fabmifion.

l?cw few not in Congrefs were atthat time, or have fince teen informed of avbat
all fhould bave kmewn, and upon which the cclieftive body owght 1o have been
tc-njuhed, viz.

‘I hat Lord Drummond left England in September, 1-75, three months before
the pafling of the prohibitory a&, and afier touchisg at Malfax and Boflon,
arrived at New-York, and with Mr. Elliot, made a journey to the Congrefs at
Yhiladelphia, in January 17 76.

That it was then confidentially fignified to certain of the Delegates attending
there, that the Minifter of the Ccurt of Great-Rritain was defirous of a treaty
for a pacification of diffcrences, upon the fellowirg cquitable propofitions :

1. To afcertain the proportion each Colony was able to contribute towards the
common de/en-e.

2. That the fupply fhouid be raifed by als of Affembly, in duties wpor imports
or exports, molt likely to keep pace with the grow:b or d-clir:» of the Colony.

3- That other duties for regulating trade, thould be paid into the Colony trea-
fury, and be fubjcét to the difpolal of the Affembly; and,

4thly, Great-Britain to rencunce the claim of taxaticn, and depend for aids in
all exigencies. upon the free gift of the Colonics.

It was alfo intimated that thefe points agreed, the repeal of the ftatutes offenflve
to America would follow; ard fuch a limitation propofed fer the quartering of
troops, and the partition f them through the Provinces, as to induce one ¢f the
then Delegates, to declare that he fhould confider them as Feffages for the gocd
belaviour of Great-Britiin.

It was at the fame intervie v candidly hinted, that the mother eountry would
armat all points in the fpring. ard precede her operations by overtures for a treaty ;
and as a means to prevent even the arrival of the interded armaments, Lord Drum-
mond urged, that Corgrefs fhould declare them(clves on ticle prepofals, by fpeciai
meflengers of t42ir owwn to go home immedrately.

tiow this pacilick meiiage was 1cceived. the people of any Colony may know,
if they have fpirit and power kft under their prefent tyranis, to call the | elegatee
of that day to an examination upon oath. itis affiited that 2 motion was malde
in Corgrefs, to comm ¢ the Mcflengers to clofe cuftody ; and ceitainly true, that
they were nct diftmificd ull their paroles were exated ; -nd that much pains were
taken, to hide thelc momertous tranfa@ions from the publick eye.  1f the enqury
(which it imperts ¢very Piovince to make into the concudt and fidcdity of bet

¢
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agents) is nnt flovenly conduled, itwill come out, that two of the Delegates fought
a cnveyance from New-York to England upon t4is Bufirefs in lebruary 1776,
and that the defign was rclinquithed, as foon as the news of an event in Virginia
gave the party for the intended Indegendency, advantages for fubduing the common
relultance of a great majority of the Continent, to advance to that dangerous pre-
cipice, from which they have launched fo many of their ciedulous countrymen into
the ccean of eternity ; while fcores of thoufands remain behind them, in all the
complicated wretzhednefs of wart and defpair.

Such, America, was the patriotifm of yourleaders! Do you wonder :hat they who
cheated you into ruin, have ever fince pra&ifcd the arts of delufion, to fcreen them-
felves froma dete@ion, that mufl expofe them te your vengeance ?

APPENDIX, No IV,

Extral} from the Protilitsry AR, called by [sme an A2 to caft the Americans out
of the King's L'rececticn, paffed 224 of December, 1775,

FTER authorizing the capture of their veflils, &c. there is this claule :

Provided always neverthelefs, ard it is hereby enadled by the authority
aforefaid, 't hat in order to enciurage all well affe@ed perfons in any of the fuid
Colonies, to exert themiclves in fuppreifing the rebellion therein, and to afford
a fpecdy prote&ion to thof. who are difpefed to return to their dury, it fhall and
may be law'ul, to and for any pecfon or perfons appointed and authotiz=d by his
Majef'y, to grart a pardon or parduns ta any namber or defcription of perfons by
proclamation, in his Majefty’s name, to declare any Colony or Province, Coiounies
or I.ovinces, or any county, town, port, diftrilt or place in any Colony or Pro-
vince, tobeat the peace of 1is Ma'effi; and from and afier the iffuing of ary fach
proclamation i any «f the af refaid Uolonies or Provinces. or if his Mejelty fail
be or cioufly {leafed to tign fy he fame by his Royal preclamation, then and after
the 1ffu’ ‘ng of the fame, this act, with tefpect to fuch C lony or i rovince, Colonies
or Frovinces, county, town, pmt, diitict or place, thall ceat:, determine and be
utter fy void.

Extreit fromthe Comriilionto Terd Hewe and General Howe, duted* tb May, 1576.

After the power to patdon, &e.itruss hus,

And we dohereby thi®tly charge and command vou the faid T ord Viferunt Howe
and Wilirm tHowe, and cach of ven, from Gm. e rme ta cnowere dedigently i 10
the H,m avd conliten ot the {ad Colo tesand rovirces, and « feurv cun y, town,
port Gt et and pI o w th n the fam<, or any ot them rtfp' Qivelvy aid to receive
and ot canalle frifal complaines and reprefein ations, made *ovewor eiher oty o,
by vt et Bianes thercof, and fathruly ard duy to tr.mfm t e Goue o ore of
corpees pal v srctanics of States that fueh notormation aed odrds ooy fol'ow
Qo op iy e the matare of the cale may 1eq ire And it e oor arhor will and
plod e th T o con'er 28 occalion may tequire, wih ow ‘ud s in vhe g
daovnas or ae, of them, coacening [ ch arrangsiiiats and tegnations as may
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"tend to the adrantage and flability of ths faid feverdd Colonies and Provinces, and
to a lafting union of each «f them refpecttively, with Great-Britain, upon the s7ue
principles of the Conflituison.

It conclufes with authority to th: Commithers to put a peaceful Colony ia
full poflcfli.a of her rights, by calhing an Aflemdly ant prociaiming the King's
peace, after which the prohibitiag alt s ta ceale and be vord.

To pave the wiy to a treaty bofore the Britth troops landed on Long 1fland,
Lord Drummond fent the follo aing ietter to Mi. Wathiagton, then with his army
at New-York.

SIR, Augrft 1785, 1755,

Being deeply intereflted in the welfare of America. 1 ‘hink it my duty to com-
municate 2 matter of 1acehiigence, which I fitter myfelf may be rendered conducive
to the refltoration ot a defirable peace; ardin this view, | requeit your Exce lency’s
permithion to land at New-York, to go dircitly to Philzdelphia, in order tolay the
fame before the General Congrefs.

Inthe courfe of aconveifation I have had with Lerd Howe, 1 perceive that the
powers he is vefted with as well as his difpofizion for eitabiithing an equitable 2ad
permanent peace, are altogether mifunde: fls0d by the Colonies.

For in confequence of a fketch of fome prop.fitions being offzred for his confider-
arion, he very frankly aflured me, he was willing to confer upoa thefe grounds, with
any gentlemen of the greateft influencz in this country.

s | am at liberty to ‘eclare his {entiments. [ have the honout to ioclofe for your
Excellency s information, a copy of my correfpondeace with his Lord:hip and of the
propofitions referred to in his letter, which are the motives of my prefent requsft.

Attending i the boat to be indulged with your anlwer, 1 have the honour to

be, your Excellency’s mo . humble fervaat,
General WasHInGTON. DRUMMOND.

The papers inclofed were thefe.
Lerd Drummond’s Letter t2 1 ord Howe, and Lerd Howe's anfawe-.

‘To Lord HOWE.
My Loep,

I'TAKE the liberty of fending i ‘¢'nfed, the fketch of propofitions, referred te
in my late converfation with your Lordfhip; which propofitioss, I have underitood
the Colonies were difpofed, 73t many months ago, to muke the bafis of a recon-
oliation with Great-Brivain. I have the honour to be your Lordthip's moft obe-
dient, humble fervant. DRUMDMOND.

Slosp Pely, 1uguft 12th 1776.

Sketch of Propsfitions .smmunicated to Lord Howe, 12¢h Augni, 1776,

1. That it thall be afcertained as far as can be deter uined by calcalition, what
fupply towards the peneral exigency cf the ftate, each feparate Colony can fur-
nith, confiffent nvith its bili y.

2. When fuch fupply is thus afcertained, that each Colory (hall, by A o{‘ its
ewn 4 ombly, impole fuch taxcs, as tiicy fhall find expedicnt for raifing of the

‘did fur‘ ru’yo .
C2




( 22 )

3 Tn coofideration of the flufluating flate of all young countries, that fach
taxes may not, in their cperation, becozie partially or accidentally burihenfome on
the ore hard, nor on the «ther hand, gradually brcome d-ficrent in produci. g the
aid inteuded by the Celorivs toward the gemeral exigency of the dtate, fu h articles
fhal! be chofen as the olj-&s of 'mpoiitior, as fh:y fhall deem the moit likely to
keep pace with the groautf cr declire of the faid Colom:s.

4. That thefe taxes fo impofed, thall, as in the cufluims, be levied by offizers
of the appointment of the Kinn; and that a perpetual graat of 1h: praduce of
thefe raxes, thail be made by the refpedtive Aff.mblics 1o the Crowa of Great-
Biitain.

§. As the dire® means of removing the fatal grounds of this contention, by
eftablithing a fecurity againft the apprehended invafion of p-apirty by Parliament,
Sorvial 1elinquifFomenr 1!l be made on the part of Great-Britain, of 2f  future
¢laim 1o taxati-n over thefe her Colontes.

6. Toremos: all future fufpiciers frem the rinds of the Coisnils, that un’er
the apgpeatance of regulating commerce, dutics may be impofed for the further
purpofes of revenue, an application of the produce of all duties impoled on articles
ct trade by the Briuth Legiflatu:e, fhall be made towards defrayng the expences
of the collett’on; and the furpluffes in each Colony, to be paid into treir feparate
sreafuries, and 1o be fubject to the difpofal of the refpetive H:oufes of Afembiy,

DRUMMOND.

Lorp HO W E’s An:wsr.
My Loxro, Eagl:, off Staten-Iland, Auzaft 15th, 1776.

T HAVE received the honour of your Lordfhip's letter of the -2th inclufing
a fketch of the propofitions meutisned in your late conv rfations, which I retura
herewith.

As 1 think they contain matter, 1hat upon a ¢ sfereree and cool difccffion, might
be wroughtinto a pian of permancnt w:icn, 1 fhall with great {atisfaction embrace
the firtt opportusity that may be ciicred upon thefe grounds, 1o promote fo defirabic
anevent. 1 have the honcur 1o be, my Lord, your Lordthip’s moft obedient fe vant,

Righ Hen, Lord Daumnosig. HOWE.

Lord Drummond was not pernntied to come oan thore, but the following leiter

feat to him:
My Lo r, New Yerk, Auguff 1744, 17-6.

I HAVE your Lordfiip's favoar of this day, accompanied by papers on fubj(is
of the greatedt moment, and deforving the moit deliberate comideration. | eliow
much for your Lerdilbip's well vicant zeal en fuch an occddior, but 1 fear it has
tranfpcrted yeu beyond that attention to your parcle, which comprehliends the
charallir of a man of fIrict borour. How your Lordfhip can reconcile your palt
or prelent conduct, with your engagements, fo as to fatisty your own mind, I mult
fubmit to yeu own feclirps; but 1 find niyfedf urder the difagreeable necedlity of
objeting vothe wode 0" negeci tivy propofed, while your Lordiisip's line of condu®

appears fo exceptionable.
1 flall, by expiels, forward to Congrefs your Lordfhip’s letter and the papers
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which accompaniedit. The refult will be comaunicated as foon as poffile. Tam
forry to have detained your Lordthip fo locg, but the swaz widadle reco Gty muft be
my apology. 1 am, my Lord, your Lordkip s mott obediest and very bamble
fcrvaant, GLXURGE WASHINGION.

It tock air, however, that the flag h-caght propofais for a treaty, not only in
the American armv butin the New-3 ork Convention then utticg oa theifland ; and
to preveat ine /L & cf the tun-r, 1t was thuught prop:r to Zezs it 1% put scorde-s,
which were fisit fhewa it Generdd Wabhingten's cead geargers - dratt to twe
members of the Congrefs, :her attensing him upon a mzilage from Hae.lcm: oce
of whem has fir ce alled =2 a Dclzgate 10 the Congrefs at Philade:phia. —It com-
tirved a fcret 'l fome ane afterwards, that a letier bud deea wiittea apd fime
other papers reeuivel.

Dunlap’s Acscnifer of the 2 1h of September, 1576, comtained the following
publication :

Extrafi from Wafnington's Lecter to tie Pr-jidemt -f tbe Corgrefi.
New-York, ~Suguf} :S.¢, 1--€.

1 kavs the honoer to inclzf= v~a Jor the pernial aad confiderat'on cf Cengrefs,
fundry papers th- whole of wlich, except No. 2 ard ~, 1 recaved yelierday even-
ing by a flag, ard to which I'beieave o refir Corngre's.

Kevont of tbe Compitees ( Mr. Frarkl'n, V- [ ha Adams azd 51 . E. Rue-
tledge) apgsinfed 29 wwvait o2 Lird Howe.

In obed:ence to the orders of Ucigrels, we bave had a mecung wih Loid Howe.
7t was .0 Wedneldav !4t upon Soaton Hhaad ofpcfte 1o Ambey, where bis Lord-
thip received acd entertzincd us with the urmoit policen.!s.

His Lord™hip opened the ooaverfation, by acquiiati: g us that theugh he canld
not treat with us a3 a Commitre: of Curgrefs, yet as his powers enabi.d him 10
confer and canfult with any rrivare ¢ tlemen of influence 1 the Colancs, on the
means of reito irg peace brtween the two count:tes, he was glad of this uppoitu. 1ty
of conferri~g with us on thet fudjef, if we th.ought eurlclves at hibeny w ertcr
into a conference with Lim in thut charater. \We obierved o his Lordd ip, that
ws our Luficels was 15 7car, he might ceafider us 1n wi v light he pledied, and
comnunicate to us any propofiaons e might be authoriz d 1o make for the purpolc
nrentione ; but that we could cenider caifelves in no other chara&cer, tharn that
in which we were placed by the order of Congiels.  His Lordfhip then entcred into
a difcourfe ot -onfiderable length, *hich contained noexplicit propoiition «f peace
except one one, viz. that ihe Colories thae!d return to thiir aliegiance and obedicn-e
to the Goverrmen: of + reat Britain.— Lne reft confited principally of affuiances,
that there was an excecting goud difpoptsin in the King and Miuificrs, 1o
make that government cafy to u-; widh inumations, that in cafe ot cur {fub-
nuflion, they woeld ceufe the cffenflive afts of Pail:ament to be reviled, ard
the inftruQions to Gevernours to be reconiidered; that fo, if any juil cau'es
ot complaint were found in th: Qs orany errors 1n Governmeat were peicaived
tc have creptinto the inltrulions, they might be 2raended or withdrawn.

We prve it as our opiri n to his Lorifhip, that a retarn to the d.min:tlon of
Graat Britain was not to be expeled; we rentivaed the repeated Lu biz puue

L3
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vres of the Colorics to the Kivg and Pudlizmoar, w%ih had been trexe-d wirh

¢ tempt, and anfzerzd only by addtio-al wisnes: the va.xample? nuenc: we
hid thewn under th=r fyesexisef poveratent, and that 2 w3 n tunii hc it g
of Parfiament, shich d:noonced warasdmctes, acd “xf vy c2r £ F Rlz2'y mre
te i:w, that we dc lured curind peadence Thatslas d:claramabd ben co”
for by the people of the Celdonics ia gza ral—that ctes L tlony hd o o s od
it wh-a mate. and @ / nox €325 l1ed th-afede s as 12 dc;ca dent Mtates  and were
feuling or hal fzutl-1thiir gov_mnais accardingly fo that i was mor du 1F: pover
of Coagrefs 10 agree for tham, that they fhogld retara to shar form:r dcpe. deat
fare  That there was mo d<abt of their *aclination o peace, and their wiil.ngnefs
1o rmier isto 3 treaty with Ruia, that might be advastazzous to bath coun-
trics—ttar though his Lotlfh p had at profcat 0o pow r to trcat wath them as
Indcpendent States, ke mizht if there was th: (ime gond dufpshiize 1w Britds,
332+ fesm-r obuain tredh prwers from theace for thae rurpofe, thas powess cacld
be ottained by Congrcfs from the icverdl Coloics to confent to 2 fub mifia®. His
Lorthip them faying, that he wis forvy 10 had thit 8o accommodcuon was like
0 take place, pot ar end 1o the coafcrence-

Upon the whele it dii mot appear 0 your Committee, that kis Lordfhip's
commiflon cortained any other authority of imp rance, than what 13 exprefied
ie the a& of Parliament, viz. that of grantng pardons, wih fuch exceptions as
the Cummiffivoers thall think proser to make, and of declaving Amenica or any part
of it to be ia the King's peace upon Wbmiffion: Fer as to the power of erquiring
into the ftate of Ametica, which his Lordih:p seents med 25 w5, and of cosferring ana
confuling with any perfons the Conaifhonzrs might think proper, ard repre-
featirg the refult of fuch ccxverfatiszs vo the Mindtiv, who (previded the Colo-
8izs wmld fulia thersf:-lv:s) might atter all or migdt not at td ir pleafure. make
aay alieratiors in the former inftreftions to Governours, or propofe ia Pailiament
asy amendtent of the als complained cf; we apprchend any exp:&ation from
the offQ of furd & peuer, would hare been 0o uncertain 20d precatioas to be
relied on by America, had fhe flill continued in her flate of dependence.

Copy of Lord Howt's Letter 20 Lerd Grorce Garmaiwe, dated Easgle ff
New-York, 201 September 1516, communicated to the Houfe of Lord;, and
taken frem the Parlismertary Regifler for 1778.

My Loso,

FINDING in a converfation with Mr. Suliivan, a Major-General in the rebel
army, taken prifoaer in the altion of the 27th of Auguft, that the leaders of the
difsff fled Axeriicans, profefied to underftand the powers delegated by the King’s
commifhon, were reftrited to granuay pardots and declaring the Coloaies at peace,
without authorty to enter into any Jifcaflsr: of grievaxc:s, 1 thought proper to
inform that gentleman, that the objefl of his Majeity’s paternal defire, was to mike
his dmerican fubselis bappy,as well as to relicve w.em from the calamitices of war—

-— — E— A ——  — - —

* Tie intellgent American war ts no ald 10 convidl this report of the vasni > truth and geed
falth  Some of them were fo far from the cziling for Independence, as to Terpe: ! all 28 heriey
tn declare i1, o) thic heer. Ard when otrered it thcked, 8.2 from that icftart divided the
Continent, and drove its advecates to violeuces and duticils, that demouf:ate the geneml
&.:ontents, and their own fears.
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That the Commiffoners were wiliing to confult and confer with 2ny perfons of in-
£ :eace, upon the meacs of aftainizg thefe ends ; ard that reconciliation, union and
#cdreis of grizvances, mught be the happy confequence. Mr. Sullivan hereupon
cpofed, and with General Howe's approbation, I confented that he thould go to
‘Ciadelphia, and undeceive thofe who appeared to entertain ti:at cunfined opinion
of wre King's molt gracicus intectiers.

On the gth initact he reterned and acquainted me, that he kad made known
the fentiments { had exprefled 1o him ; and that according to the tenor of a refo-
lutien cf Congrefs, three Deputics might foon be expi&ed ia this proviace, to en-
quire mcre part cularly into the grounds of the infermatizn he Fad commaunicateds

1 have the honour 0 fend inclofed to your Loruthip a copy of that refolution.

Although the objc& of this deputation apparently was to suterrsgaie rather thas
to ¢safer, Geaeral Howe concurted in opinica with me, that I fhould not, on that
account, decline any propefition for a mecting.—We thought it mat-rial to c:rtro-
vert the real o~ affefled ideas before mentionad, whi: had probably been circulated
with a vicw to perfuade the ignorant, that the oficr of peace and pardos hild fevih
in our declaraticn of the tqih «f July, was mercly an arufize 1o aitarm tiem, and
that their hiberties and prepertics were only to be fecured by a perfeverance in their
refolutica, to throw off il dependence vpon the King and Pariizmine of Great- -
Eritain.

In the evening cf the fame day T received u.fermation that Do&tor Frarklin, Mr,
J hn Adams, and Vi Kuledge, weuld meet me. at aay appeinted place, o the
moraing « f the 11th,  General Howe's picfence beinp that dav receflary wiih the
army, Le could nct accompany mwe 10 d.c meeting, whndi. [ appointed taocld be oa
Staten Ifland, oppefite to the icwn of ~mboy.

I acquaintcd them, that the King's defire to reftore publick tanquillity, had ia-
duced nim to cot flitete Conmitheners upon the fpot, 10 remove s e f7rifl cns upan
trade ard interc wife, vicifpenle thie o al elemercy to tho's whe had been hur-
ried away from thar all giance, 10 1eciive resrefentatio s of g-icvance. s1.d to df-
cufs the means whercby that mutual . cr.filerce ana juil relavion which ougir to fub.
it between the Culonis ar d the Parent dtate bt be reftercd and proteived.--1
allo gave :ham to und2iflard, that his Mejet!, was gracioufly difpo‘ed to arevivn -
of fuch of his rcyal inft.uct ors as mght have laid wo much reflreint upen tlesr

Ley:fitizr, and to concur in a revifai v any of \he Piartation Laws, by which the
Co orics night be agpricved— b hat the Commfiionais are carn:f?. on their p 1t 10
provent the funtter off ian of bleed, «nd 1o preceed upon all fuch me furis as miplt
expedite the accon vl mery of the purpmir of their conniffion - + hat they were
with g 1o corfer vl oy of h's Majaty's taby &s, and 1o 1-c.uf avith Delegates of
2hotr il .’(ga'.’; ch 'j-' vy upr JGowmaite s ra'..t.'r.-g 1> gri:v.0¢ces ard sequiatizns
but thar, ‘er very cbvious reafone, we could rot <nies W00 “ny tready auith their
Coi ey a d awch bos procied e zoy eonforcree wreeg catien upon the n.ad-
mil e gr wnd of Jnd powon o—a praafica wbih the Committ ners had oot,
nCr Was 17 prtidle they cva rould bave, acthaty G o ckn \\!-:";;e.

T ihree gendin oo ware ooy S i opiniens, hat the aificiatedd
Colertres world ot acecde ta oy poece o alhitine butas Jree o d inldopend. ut
States o and they erdoovued e prove ot Great Pata'er weold daive mors

g ]

sttbve and @iore dwsabic acvar g s Lam falh cnalhan e, than frimthe coveen i-
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on it was the objed of the Commiffion to reftore.—Their arguments not meriting
.a ferious attention, the conve:fation ended, aad the gentlemen returned to Amboy.

In confequence of thie refalt of the abavementioned interview, we judged it ne-
ceffary to publith the declaration inclofed ia our joint letter to yoar Lordfhip of
this day’s date®. ‘

If { have troubled your Lordthip with a mirrative tos Jong and onimportant,
you will do me the juttice to impute it to the defire { have of communicating every
circumftance, from whence it is poffible for ycur Lordthip to colle® information of
the principles and condu@ of thofe, who fhli poflefs the government of this
unhappy country.

I have only to add, that as the rebel army remain ftrongly pofted at the north
part of the ifland of New-York, and the inhabitants who had fled, or been com-
pelled to leave the city, before the King's troops took poffeffion of ir, are not
returned ; we have it not yet in our pover, even were it expedient in the prefent
moment, to effe® the compleat re eftablithment of the Livi:l Government of this
dittri@, I have the hoaour to be, &ec. HOWE.

APPENDIX, No, V,

HE examination of Mr John Brown, who was {ent out in November, 1777,

from Philadeiphia, by Mr. Willing, ene of the Jadg s of the Supreme Court

of Pennfylvania, not lung before a member of the Coagrefs, communicated from

York, in Penn{ylvania, to a friend at Baltimore, and there puablifhed—Republithed
iz the Remembrancer for 1773, page o2+

* THAT he icft the city on the .;th of Nov:mber inliart, (in confequence of the
application of Mr. Themas Willing, who thewed this examinant a note from General
Howe, reqrefting to fce him Mr. Willing —That M. Wiiling told this examinant,
that General Howe defired to accommedate the difference, and prevent the effufion of
human blood —That he and his brother had full power to treat with the Congrefs,
a1 Lsngre/r, or any men they thould appoint provided they would refcind Indepen-
dency -- 1 hat he, General Howe, defired this to e made known to fome member of
Congrefs ; and Mr. Willing defired this examicant to be the meflenger -- That he,
General Hove, weuld put them in the fame [tate they werein,in 1763, and give them
mare privileag:s than they had ever afked—That he did nst defire us to lay dowa
our arms, nor ceafe from our preparations, till matters were accommodated—That
upow fuch an accommodation, he would withdraw his forces ard army ; and n>
Randitg army thould be kepi up in this country ; ard that the paper currency fhould
b: cllublth d—=That fome of theic articles, of which the lait was one, were added
upon Mr. Wiilirg's retarning to General Huwe, in confequence of this examinant's
Lefitating to come out with them ; upon wnich this examinant undertook the bufi-
nefs, and engaped nct to communicate his bufinefs to any perfon, until he fho. Id
have fiell comaunicazd it to fome member of Congrefs—-1hat this examinant

- N — T G st Se—

® Thaproclamatisn of the 1uh of Novembery 1775, promifing pardens te all w.thout soy
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pafled the Schuylkill. in confequence of a paffport frem an Aid-de-Camp of General
Howe’s—That he pafled General Potter in the ¢vening, without communicating
his bufinefs to him, or ohtaining a pafs from him, and travclled up to the houfe of
Mr. Robert Morris at Manhcim, and there waited from Tharfday evering to Sa-
turday evering following, for the arrival of Mr. Moris; and when he airived,
commanicated the matter £/ of all to him—That Mr. Morris then called in Mr.
Duer, another member cf Corgrefs, and thefe wore the £r/f perfors to whom b
revea'ed the bufinefs—And from Manheun he returned to Lancatler, where he was
firlt called before this Council, and bailed by Mr. Morris asd Mr. Duer to go to
York ; and that he has hitherto communicated his bufinefs sn/y to Mr. Morris and
Mr. Duer, and to the members of this Counci! ; bat that he underitood the matter
had been mentioned by Mr. Mornis acd Mr. Duer, or ene of them, to other menm-
bers of Congrefs at York, 2nd was there freely fpokca of ; tat this ¢xaminant wis
not called before the Congrefs—and that this examinunt kad no writirg,flag or publick
teftimonial rclative to this bufinefs from General Howe or others in Philadelphiia,
except whar paflfed, by word of mouth, between him and Mr. Wiliing as herein
bufore mentioned and fet forth --And this =xaminant further pJdds, that he recol-
l:&s Mr. Willing told him that Gencral Howe affured him, V. Willicg, that Gieat-
Britain wouid ncver give way to the Indenendence of North Amizrica- -That more
men would be fent out in the fpring, and that they weuld harrals us fo, that we
conld not go on. JOHN BROWN.

Taken before me, Tmomas Wuarton, jun. Prefident.

Inftead of an enquiry by a flag, whether Mr. Brown was difpatched from Phi-
ladelphia according to his declaration, he was conveyed frem York to Lancafter
as a fpy, and commitied to gasl; but his meflage having taken air, the leaders
thought it requifite to circulate the following publication,

THE bafe artifices of tyrants are not lefs dangercus than their arms.  Of this
truth the prefent conteft is one among a thoufand examples.  I'he Britith leaders
bave proved themfelves alike bloody and deceittul.

The faith of publick proclamations, and even the words of ficrcd hon nr of their
Chiefs in perfon, moft folem.iy plighted to individuals fer the prote@ion of their
property, have been violated. The miferable wretches ftarving in the gads of
New York and Philadelphia, were tempted to en'ilt with th: enemy, by aflurarces
that Gereral Wathington had refufed to exchange them, when in tiath Gereral
Howe liad broke the cartel he had fettled, and had cluded ¢very offer he had
efterwards made, as falt as they were complied with on our part.

Bat above all. the repeatcd attempts of our enemies to fcduce the peopls of this
country from their virtuous efforts, by the falfe ideas of peace and reconciliation
which they never meant, are highly infidious und de'ufive.

The lalt year General Sullivan then a captive, was {ont by Tord ard General
Howe from Long-1fland 1o Phiadelrhia with wery planji'fe teris; but when a
Committee of Congrefs waited on the Brtith Comm:flioners, they receded from every
thing they had told Fim. The opportunity was however, diligentiy improved, for
the doubl - purpofe of blafting our negotiations in Europe, by il iranc's to forcign
Courts, that the quarrel was fctiled. and of (triving to debauch the minds of the
Amcricans, with the preteace that Congrefs awas aver/c to peace.  Lhat at e

)
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very infiznt that thiir emifiiics werz buzzing absut in this country, that Congrefs
refufed to lifter to the ma't reaflonable t-rms of ascommodation, Lord Stermant
was very i1duilrioufly pladging his horaar to the Court of France, that the treaty
was far advasced if n .t ansliy ratifed.

No fooner wasthe world uniezcived onthishead, than the attempt was renewed,
throueh i1 . means of the unforiv.ate Genzral Lec® » but fhll the Commlﬂiuners
deciiaed o pledge themf-lv's for +ny thing —ncthing appra:s from them—-nothing
in wiinny i fort torwasdy but the Commifioners were left at liberty to retra& and
donreveey thivg, as foon asthey had anfwered the end of wrifeading the pesp'e heve,
and amsting toro3r e ns. Aad lo! Mr. Joha Brown s emp.oycd to tell a ri-
dicaleas te.c ot pooct, ard at the feme time a large number of emiflaries are let
loofz, [x")-\ ate the igry throu-vhnut the State ; {lill #othing apoears in awriting,
A mere vorba! alk of Mr. Wiling, that 42 ( Mr. Wiltin )lmr! a talk with Gene-
ral Howe  V'err we a tiibe of favages, this talk would at leaft be accompanied
with abde of Wamp:n, but to us not even the fightef! token was vouchfafed.
The fole wor.1 of ju"n Drown is again to gull us into a sham treaty which is again
to be fpread through ut §urcpe, to def at our molt promifing hopes from r/es
guartsr, and #2:0 o doceive and miflead cur ows people, while his Excellency
15 20ain ready to unfay all that h: is pretended to have told Mr. Willing to tell
jolm Rrown, «nd to leugh at the mifchicl he has made.

Frienls ard Cegntrymer, be nct deceived: If General Howe has any thing to
propofe to Cougrels, the wayis open to him through the ufual channels. He can
fend a {l.9 of 1zuce. He is under m recefhty of fending out an ebfcare perfon, like
« thief or a fpy, to fleal through cur camp, without pailports, avithsut licence.

Does the fotzling a treaty of puace require lefs cercmons ? Ne, but a meJage
in wriring by ai flag of truccis not {o eafily evaded. General Howe might be loth
to deny his hand writirg, tlmnk. it [Lems he has not helitated to deny his words.

brance and ‘pain a-e 'ib-l: 1o take a decifive part in our quarrel. A few
months perfeverance will ¢if .‘h!uh our liberty and independence FOR EVER.

If we arc not falfe to ourfelves.  If we are not driven to and fro. and deceived
by every idlearufice of our patidious enemiies, trafting in Prividence we may
look forwird with confideacs, to the hope of being fpeedily and for ever defi-
vored from the perfily and tyranny of Biitain; from the bleody acd vindiQive
mualice of our cruel cnemics.

Dullihed bty Ovder of Courncil,
JACOB HOWELL, Sccretary p.o tempore.

The reador will reeollc®, that it was not till after the meffage by Mr. Brown,
thit the Congrefs then at York in Peonfylvania, ifTued the paper entitled Srticles
of (.or federation ard Unicn, ¢ by which they hoped to gain the confent of the Co-
lenics, to coterinto treatics withs foregn nations. Not one of the new republicks
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cGraad e, why X~a hY (\rcv o NeasYork, weote v o leters € lnt'mete the willingnefs of
T oatad e an Wity D ate cury and enter upon o freaty for A permanent peace; he
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Coum Toovenabivinpartnt fevies, Canany reat n be alli ned for « Aag from th: Ri itth
e o them, whochdess net el se loud for one from them te bim after fo mony prerisus
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ratified that league till the winter 1758; in fume it was approved only by their
mzck legiflazures, before their cenftituznts had ever beard of it, and that Auffils,

to exclude their refleQlions on the fubjcct; and there are Colonies, who avitbsold
their concurrence to this hour.

APPENDIX, No. VL

GREAT-Britain has repeale 1 the itatute for blocking up the port of Bofton, that
for altering the charter and government of the Maffuchafitts Bay, the tea-
duty a&, thofe for refhiairing the fithery and the trade of the Colonies, and paffed
another to renounce the claim of taxation, as well in the North-Anciican Colonies as
10 the IV._fI- Ir.dia iflands.

That the Plantations may be reflored to their happy condition before the clofe of
the lait war, fhe enabled her Commiffioners i 1978,

1. To put animmediate ftop to holtihties both by fea and land.

2. To open the trade of the Colonies, by fufpending the a& which prchibits
its courfe and renders their property prize.

3. To fufpend the operation of any other a&~pafied fince the 10th of Febru-
ary, 1763. :

4. Vo bury paft offences in oblivion by general pardons,

5. To conftitute whom they pleafed to be Governcurs of the provinces that
were witlin the appointment.of the Crown.

But the Parcnt State had-itill more literality. . She offered to treat with the
Colonies, or eit/er of them, for the dftabbfhment of arrangemeats to be irrcv catly
ratified by her Legiflature ; and her Commifhicners were ready to agree to a cefation
of arms, until the feale of Parliament could be obtained on a grand, folemn, coan-
ftiturional compad, relating to the following points :

1. The farther extert of the commerce of America.

2. Subje@ing the keeping up of military forces in America, to the will and
pleafure ¢ the Cel.ni s, or of tae Gereral Congrefs, if they fo chofe.

3. The difcharge of the dibts of the Colonics, znd raifirg the credit and value
of their paper moncy.

4- To provide a {eat and vo'ce for an agent from every Colomy in the Britith
Parliament, and an agent from Great-Britain in eve y Affembly.

s. To fix the power of all the Colony Legifl :tures, and fettle their Provinces
and Civil and Miltary eftubliliments, for the exercile of a perfc@ freedom of
Legiflation and interral governnient under owe common Mo ercign, with every
priviledge ¢ fhort of a total feparation of interefts, or confiflert with that union
*¢ of force, on which the fafcty of our common religivn and liberty depends.”

Amony the fluutes paffed fince 1963 .nd fubjefted to irmedicte tafpenfion, and
on a freqty to be marked out for future alteration or repeal, were thofe compliined
of as cxtending the Adm'ralty jurifdidtion, depriving partics of the 'ri.l by jury,
exaéting fecurity from claim nts, indemrifying captors from damages. f4at direéting
the trial of certain criminals in Englind, the Qu.beck or Canada w8, the flawte of
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fopremacy, claiming axthority t0 bind America in a8l! caf:s whatfoever, and thole
rd'pe&i:egytbe Bu:g of Commiflicacrs in Bofton, &c. kc. &ec. 4

What has preveated the Americans from beirg in the /allef} poflcfhon of all the
peace, pHlicity and profperity they caa realonably defire, but the want of a difpolition
in thy Congrefs, to #reat with the Britifh Commiffioners on the momentous conceras
of the Empire ?

A door was opened fo7 the requifitions of all orders of men, civil and ecclefiaftical.
It was not fhut againft uny propofitions, that could in the fmalleR degree, contri-
bute to the common weal. What hinders even now at lealt an interview for conful-.
fation? And il it is had, who can affert that any falutary propofd for the benefit
of the people will fail.

The tranfadtions of the Commiffioners, and the manner in which s2¢y have been
treated, and the miferies of America flighted by the Congrefs, will never be
forgotten. Let the fuffering American perufe the pamphlet publithed by the
Royal Commifloners before they took their departure in November 1778, and for
himfelf determine in his enquiries concerning the authors of his ews, and of the

prefeat and future calamitics of his country.
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