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At a Meeting or Convention of CLERGY and
Lay DELEGATES of the Proteftant Epif-
copal Church of Maryland, at Annapolis,
June 22d—24th, 1784. Agreed—

¢ H AT a Committee of three Clerical and
., “ three Lay Members be appointed to
“ digeft and publith the Proceedings of " this and
“ fuch Parts of the Preceedings of the former
“ ConvENTION, as they may judge neceflary to
‘“ lay before the Public; and to confer and treat
with any Commzttees that may be appointed in the
‘“ Sifler-States, for confidering and drawing up a
““ Plan ot fuch Alterations in the Liturgy of the
‘*“ Church, as may be neceflary under the dmerican
““ Revolution for Uniformuty of Worfbip, and Church

¢ Government.'

[ )

¢

o

- The Committee of this ConvENTION appointed
for the above Purpofes, are—

'. WiLLiam Smita, D. D. Prefident,
Rev. 2 WiLrLiam WesT, Secretary, and

Joun AnDRrREWS, 4. M,

Ricaarp RipGeLY, Efq;
Joser Coupnn, A. M. and
Dr. Tunomas CraDOCK.

‘They,are empowered to nominate any Members
of their own Body, not lefs than three, to tranfaét
Bufinefs  more cannot poflibly attend.

4 true Copy.

WM, WaesT, Seretary.

4




PR P T R PP P DRI
eke chaeka chockackechackacke ks chu chnadaaeke o ¢ 2 £ ichaehs hoedocks

A DDRIE SS

MEMBERS of the PROTESTANT EriscoraL
CHURCH n the State of MARYLAND, Q.

at fundry Conferences, Meetings, ,or Conventions (both

jointly and feverally) during the .hree laft Years, hav-
ing no other Objet than is in general {st forth in the Tirle-
Page, and Minute of Convention, prefixed "o this Addrefs; ani
our Bufinefs, as a Committee being to < yeft and publith tho.c
Proccedings, for the Information of all whom it may conccris;
We thall begin with the firft Petition to the General Affembly of
this State, for a Law towards the Support of the CHRISTIAN
RELIGION, agreeabiy to the Provifion made in the Bill of Rights.
It was the {eparate Act of a very confiderable Number of Vef-

tries, wholly in their Lay Charagter, and was in the following
Words; viz.

T HE Proccedings of the Clergy anu Laity of this Church,

7o the Honorable the GENERAL ASSEMBLY
of the State of MARYLAND.

The PETITION of the Vestry and CHukcr.
WARDENS of the Parith of s¥gxgpxs *xxx®xs
County.

HUMBLY SHEWLETH,

HAT it is manifeft from Reafon, as well as the clearer
Light of Revelation, that the Worthip «f the ALMIGHTY
Creator and Governor of the Univerfe, is tie indipenfible
Duty of his dependent Creatures, and the furcft Means of pro-
curing their temporal as well as eternal Happinels : That, where
Revicion is left unfupported, ncither Laws or GOVERNMENT
can be duly adminiftered; And, as the Experience of Ages has
thewn the Neceflity of a Provifion for fupporting the ¢itficers
ind
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and Mmz?a;s of Govemment in all civil Socicties; fo the like
Expericuce thews the Negeflity of providing a Support for the

Ordinances and Minifters of Religion—Dbecaufe if either of

them Tviz, Religion or Government] were left wholly dependent
on the Benevolence of Individuals, fuch is the Frailty of hunan
Nuture, and the Averfenefs of many to thceir beft Intercfts, that
the Sordid and Selfifb, the Licentious, and Prophane, would avail
themfelves of fuch Liberty to fhrink from their Share of Labor
and Eipence, and thereby render that, which would be eafy
when berne by AU, an intelerable Burden to the Few, whofe
Confcience and Principles of Juftice would not permit them in
this, or any other Caf® to (werve from their Duties, Civil or
cligious.

That our pious Anceftors, the worthy and refpeflable Found.
ers of this State,. convinced of the foregoing Truths, and de-
claring that, ¢ In every well-grounded Commonwealth, Mat-
¢ ters concerning Relizion ou0ht, in the fir} Placz, to be taken
* into Conﬁdcratlon countenanced and cncoulaged as being
““ not only moft acceptable to God, but the beft Way and Means
‘“ of obtaining his Mercy and a Blefling upon a Peoplc and
¢ Country,” (Luvizg the Promifes of this Life and of the Life
to come) did framne and enact fundry Laws for erccting. Churches
and Places of public Worfbip, the Maintenance of an orthodox
Clergy, the Support and Advancement of Rcligion, and the
orderly Adminiftration of its divine and faving Ordinances.

That the Declegates of this State, at the great Hira of our,

Independence, in free and full Convention affembled, tor the Pur-
pole of eftablithing a new Coiflitusion and Forii of Goverimneit,
upon the Authority of the People, appcaring in their Wifdom
to have confidered foine Parts of the [aid Laws as inconfifient
with tiat Religions Liberty and Equality of A|Je[finent, which they
intended as the Bafis ot their future Government; Did, by the
934 Section of the DecLArRATION OF RIGHTS, abroh.m all fuch
Laws theretofore paffed, as enabled any County Coutts, o the
Application of Veftrymen and Church-Wardeis, to muke Af
fclments or Levies for Support of the Religions Ljfab!fiiznt;
but not with a View of being lefs attentive, than ther pious
Anceftors had been, to the Interc(’fs of RzL1GION, LLEARNING
and coonp Morars. O the contrary, Dy tie very fame Scetion,
an exprefs I’\cwdmundaciun and Authortty are given to future
Logilamares, At theiv Dijeretion, to lay a geacrar end eqund
‘“« '14\ *ur thc Support ¢f Lac Chrifticn Rc,lxbwn, .!;;,nu(zl;l,-
to the faid Declaration,

“'T'hat your DPetitioncrs arc fenfible of the many wijent civil

Cencerns, in which the honorable and worthy Legtiinnres of

tihs e have been engaged, fince the Conunencanant of the

‘1....1




prefent great and trying Period; and how much Wifdom a. .
Deliberation are at all ‘Uimes neceflary in framing equal Laws {or
the Support of Religion and Learning, and more -ipecially amidfl
the Horrors and Confufions of an expenfive, cruel and unvelenting I ar.
But they arc fenfible, at the fame Time {(and perfuaded the ho-
norable Aifembly are cqually fenfible) that were ReLIGION is
left to mourn and droop her Head, while her facred Ordinances
are unfupported, and Vice and Imnorality gain Ground, even
WaR itfelf will be but feebly carvied on, Patriotifm will lofe its moft
animating Principle, Corruption will win its Way from the loweft
to the higheft Places, Diftrefs will foon pervade every public
Mecafure; our Churches, our Grave-Yards—the Monuments of
the Picty of our Anccftors, running into Ruin, will become the
Reproach of their Fofterity; nay more, the great and glorious
Fabric of public tinppinefs, which we arc ftriving to build up,
and cement with an immenfity of Bleed and Treafure, might be
in Dangcr of tumbling into the Duft, as wanting the fironger
Cement of Virtue and Religion, or perhaps would fall an cafy
Prey to fome haughty Invader!

Decply imprefled with thefe momentous Confiderations, end
eonceiving ourjelves fully warranted by our Conflituents, in this Appii-
cation to your hoaorable Body, having duly advertijed cur Defign, with-
out any Objeltions yet notificd to us—Your Petitioners, thercfore,
moft earncfily and humbly pray—

That an A% may be paffed, agreeably to the aforefaid Scllion
of the Declaration of Riolts, for the Support of public Reli-
gion, by an cqual Afjeffiment and ‘Tax, and alfo to enable the
Veitry and Church-Wardens of this Parith, by Rates on the
Pewsy from Time to Time, or otherwife, «s in your Wifdom
you thall think fit, to repair and uphold the Church and
Chapel, and the Church Yards and Burying Grounds of the
fame; all which, your Pctitioners conccive, may be done,
not oniy for this Parith, but at the fume Time, if thoughe
beft, for cvery other Parith within this State (which, ic i,
believed, carneftly defires the fame) by a fingle Law, in a

Manner perfeétly agrecably to the Liberty and Withes of cvery

Denomination of Men. who would be deemed good Chrif-

tians and faithful Citizens of this State.  And your Petition-

crs, as bound, thall cver pray, &,

In the foregoing Petit‘on, no exclyfive Pyivilece is praven f 5,
only "I'hat a Law may be pafied agrecably to the Bill of Rial +«,
“Cand to the Liberty and Wefbes of every Der; snination of Men, v
“ would be deemed good Clriflicns and Facirfu! Citizens of this
“ State.”  And fome of the Vellries that yrclened the Potitr-
oisy finding the public Diflicultics encreafirg, foon alterwinds
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fignified thelr Defire to the General AfJembly that all further Con-
fideration of the Mattcr, might be poftponed to a Time of lefs
Diftrefs and Danger.

But on the happy Eftablithment of Peace, his Excellency
" Governor Paca, in Council, with a truly paternal and pious
Care for the Concerns of Religion, as infeparably conncéted
with the Intcreft of the State, was pleafed to revive this im-
portant Bufinefs, in an Addrefs to the General Affembly (May
6th, 1783) as follows, viz.

¢ It is far from our Intentions to embarrafs your Delibcrati-
“ ons with a Variety of Objeéts; but we cannot pafs over
¢t Matters of fo high Concernment as RELIGION and LEARNING.
« The Sufferings of the Minifters of the Gofpel of all Denomi-
“ nations, during the War, have been very confiderable; and
¢« the Perfeverance and Firmnefs of thofe, who difcharged
¢ their facred Fun&ions under many difcouraging Circumftances,
¢ claim our Acknowledgments and Thanks. The Bill of Rights
“ and Form of Government recognize the Principle of public
<t Support for the Minifters of the Gofpel, and afcertain the Mode.
« Anxioufly folicitous for the Bleffings of Government, and
“ the Weltare and Happincfs of our Citizens, and thoroughly
¢“ convinced of the powerful Influence of Religion, when dif-
‘“ fufed by its refpetable Teachers, we beg Leave moft feri-
*“ oufly and warmly to recommend, among the firft Objcéts of
¢ your Attention, onthe Return of Peace, the making {uch Pro-
¢ vifion, as the Conftitution, in this Cafe, authorizes and ap-
‘“ proves.”

A Copy of this Addrefs, about a Week after it was delivered
to the Affembly, came into the Hands of fundry of the Epifco-
pal Clergy *; who, finding the Concerns of Religion {o ftrongly
recommended by the Executive to the Legiflative Part of Govern-

~ment, thought it immediately neceflary that there fhould he a
Councib or Confultation of Clergy held, for the Purpofe of ronfi-

" dering ¢ What Aleerations might be neceffary in our Liturgy
¢ gand Service; and how our Church might be organized, and

'+ ¢ g Succeflion in the Miniftry kept up, fo as to be an Objeét of
¢ public Notice and Support in common with other Chriftian
¢« Churclics under the Revolution.”

It was confidered that fomc Legiflative Interpofition or Sane
tion might probably be ncceffary in the Courfe of this Bufi-
~ fefs; for as our Church derived her Liturgy from the Church
8f England, and was former'ly dependent on the fame Church
for

# They were occafionally aflembled at the fir® Commencement in
WASHINGTON-COLLE GE, May, 1783.
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for a Succeffion in her Miniftry, and had certain Property referv-
ed to her by the Conftitution of this State, under the Name of
the Church of England; it became a Queftion whether, if any
Alterations thould be made in the Liturgy, or in the Mode of
Succeffion in the Miniftry, the could any longer be confidernd as
the Church deferibed in the Conflitution of this State, or entitled
to the perpetual Ufe of the Property alorefaid.  An incorporat-
in; A%, or Charter was alfo deemcd neceffary to enable the Glergy
or fome Reprefentative Body of the Church, to raife and ma-
nage a Fund for certain charitable and pious Purpofes; fuch |
Clarters having been granted to Chriffian Socicties of every De-
nomination in other of the neighbouring Statcs, wherever they
have been prayed for.

Such was the Foundation of the following Petition, which
has nothing for its Objeét but equdl Privileges; and prays for no-
thing but what the Members of our Church confider as theit
undoubted Right, and "which cannot be culled in Queftion by
any who claim and enjoy the like Rights, undcr the Contftitution
aind Laws of this State.

To the Honorable the General Aflembly of the
State of Maryland.

The MeEmoriAL and PetiTioN of the Subfcribers,
in bebalf of themfelves and others the Clergy of
the Epilcopal Churches. |

SHEWETH,

H AT the happy Termination of War, the Eftablithment

of Peace and the final Recognition and Acknowledgment

of the Sovereignty and Independence of thefe United States among

the Powcers of the World, yield a favorable Occafion (which

this State in particular hath long defired) of making fome per-

mancnt Provifion, agrceably to the Conflitution, for ¢ the Mini-

fters of Religion,” and the Advancement of ufeful Knowledge
and Literature, through this rifing American Empire.

That, in Refpeet to the Epifcopal Churches in this State (to the
Communion of which fo large a Proportion of the good People
of Maryland belongs) the following Things are abfolutely
necellary, yiv,
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1ff. ‘That fomc Alterations thould be made in the Liturgy and

" Service, in order to adapt the fame to the Revolution, and for

- other Purpofies of Unitormity, Concord and Subordination to

the State.

~od. That a Method and Plan for educating, ordaining, and
keeping up a Succeflion of able and fit Miniflers or Paflors, for
the Service of the faid Churches, agreeably to ancient Praéticc
and their profofled Principles, as well as that univerfal Tolcra-

- tion cftablithed by the Conflitution, be fpeedily determined up-

on, and fixed, under the public Autherity of the State, and

' with the Advice and Confent of the Clergy of  the faid Church.-
~ es, after due Confultation had thereupon—

B 4

Your Petitioncrs, therefore, humbly pray—

That the faid Clergy may have Leave to confult, prepare and
offer to the General Affsmbly, the Draft of a Bill, ™r the

good Purpofes aforefaid—and your Petitioncrs, as in Duty
bound, thall pray, .

Signed,

WILLIAM SMITH,
THOMAS GATES.

N

The Praver of the forcgoing Petition was readily granted, and
at a Meeting or Convention of the Clergy which, in purfuance
thereof, was held at Annapolis, 13th Auguft, 1783, onc Part
of the Proceedings, which according to our Appointinent, we
comc now to lay before the Public, was to nominate a Com-

* mittee, * ¢ To prepare the Draft of an A& or Charter of Incor-
. ¢ poration, to cnable the Epijcopil Clhurch of this State, as a Body

‘¢ Corporatc, to hold Goods, Lands and Chattels, by Deed,
“ Gift, Devife, &c. to the Amount of * * * ¥ » & ¥ por Annuin,
“ as a Fund for providing {mall Annuities to the Widcws of
¢ Clergymen, and for the Education of their Children, or any
¢“ poor Children in general, who may bc found of promifing
Genius and Difpofition, for a Supply of Minifters in the fuid
¢ Church, and for other pious and charitable Ufes.”

[ ol

o~

Thefe were the Purpofes for which the Committec were in-

. frrufted to preparc the Draft of a Bill, and they werce further in-

firucted to Lring it forward to the Spring-Scilions of Affembly
then

* The Committee confifts of three Clergymen of each Shore,
viz. the fame who are here-in-after named as Lxamtuers of Candidatss
for holy Orders,
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then following.  But 2s no Spring-Seflions have been held this
Yeur, the propofed Bill could not yet be brought forward.  Aud
whenever it thall be offered to the “f“"’Zztne Body, they wil
be the bett Judges of its Propricty; or may, if they think pro-
per, direct it to be publithed for Confideration before it is en-
acted into a Law; and then it will be tully feen, whethier it hath
any Thing for its Object but what is of cowal and cominon Light,
as huth bcc.n already fet torth.

‘The remaining Bufinels of this Covention was to delibernte
concerning the Mudc of obtaining a Succeffion in the .u]wifn'y

the Choice of fit Pertons for the dzfﬁ;ert Orders of the fume, |

and fome fundamental Aiticles for future Unifermity, Cencord and

good Govermment, for which Purpofe the following weic unani--

moufly agreed upon and fubiferibed, viz.—

A DzcrararioN of certain fundamental Rights and

Liberties ¢f the Proteftant Epifcopal Church of

Maryland, &-r.

FHEREAS by the Constrturion and Form of Gover
nicnt of this State—¢ All Perions profefling the « Iiviftian
Reliaion are cqually entitled to Protediion in their Relizious
“ Liberty, and no Perfon, by uny Law, [or otherwife] ougm
“ to be moletted in his Perfon or Eftate on Account of his re-
ligious Pcrfuation or Profeilion, or for his religious Praétice;
“ unicfs, undcer Colour of Retigion, any Man fhall difturb the
“ eoood Order, Peace, or Safcty of the State, or fhall infringe
*“ the Lws of Morality, or injure others in their natural, civil,
““ or rcligious Rights:”  And Whereas the ecclefiufliced, and
fvirituai Indeperdence of the diTerent religious Denominations
Socictics, CO“'* cgations, and Churches of Chriftians in tln.s
State, ncccn.mly l'oliuws from, or is iucluded in, their civi
Indejendence.

(4

(44

WIHEREFORE WF the Clergy of the Peareflant Epifeo-
pab hardh g Moryiand Cheretotore denominated the Chuiclr of
[nclondy as by Ly x.ﬂ“Mnﬂ]ed) with ali Duty to the civil Au-
thority of the State, and with all Love and Good-will to cur
Fellow Chriftians of every other religious Denomination, do
hud)/ declore, moke knewn, and claim, the fnllowmg as certuin
of the fundawerta! Rights and Lilerties inherent in and belonging
to the find Epifl ’1}:..1 Chineh, not only of commen Rigl:, bt
aviccably to the o pu‘{s W uxLL, Spirit and Delign of fire Con
feation and Fovo of Government aforefuid, +ls.

I Wi,
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1. WE confider it as the undoubted Right of the fuid Proteflant
Fpifcopal Church, in common with other Chriftian Churches
under the American Revelution, to compleat and preferve
hertrelf as an entire Church, agrecably to her ancient Ufages
and Profeflion, and to have the tull Enjoyment and frece Ex-
ereife of thoic purcly /piritual Pewers, which are effential to
the Being of every Church or Congregation ot the faithful,
and which, being derived only from CHRIST and his
ArosTLEs, are to be maintained independent of cvery foreign
or other Jurifdiction, fo far as may be confiltent with the ci-
vil Rights of Society,

11, That ever fince the Refurmation, it hath been the reccived
Doétrine of the Church whercof we are Members (and which
by the Conftitution of this State is entitled to the perpetual
Enjoyment of certain Property and Rights under the Deno-
mination of the Church of England) ¢ That there be thefe
 three Orders of Miniflercin CHRIS T s Church, Bisnors,
¢ Priests and Deacons,” and that an Epifcopal Ordination and
Commiffion are neceflary to the valid Adminifiration of the
Sacraments, and the due Excrcife of the Miniflerial Funéions
in the faid Church.

111, That, without calling in Queftion the Rights, Modes and
Forms of any other Chriftian Churches or Souct'cs, or wifh-
ing the leaft Conteft with them on that Subjctt, we confider
and declare it to be an effential Right of the faid Proteftant
Epifcopal Church to have and enjoy the Continuance of the
(aid three Orders of Minifters forever, fo far as concerns Mat-
ters purely [piritual; and that no I'erfons, in the Charaéter of
Minifters, except fuch as are in the Communion of the faid
Church, and duly called to the Minifttry by regular Epijcopal
Ordination, can or ought to be admitted into, or enjoy any of
the ¢ Churches, Chapels, Glebes, or other Property,” for-
merly belonging to the Church of England in this State, and
which by the Conftitution and Form of Government is (ccurcd
to the {aid Church forever, by whatfoever Nanie, the the faid
Church. or her fuperior Order of Minifters, may in futurc
be denominated.

1V. That us it is the Right, fo it will be the Duty, of the faid
Charch, when duly organized, conftituted, and reprefented
in a Synnd or Convention of the different Orders of her Mini-
firy and People, to revife her Liturgy, Forins of Prayer, and
public Worihxp, in order to adupt the fume to the late Reyve-
lution, and othker local Circumftances of America; which, it
is humbly conccived, may and will be done, without any other
ot
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or farther Departure from the vencrable Order and beawtifu!
Vorms of Worthip of the Church from whence we fprung,
than may be found expedient in the Change ol our S.tuation
irom i DAUGHTER to 4 SisTER-CHurcH.

S1GNED, Aumufi tath, 1783.

William Smith, Prefident, St. Paul's & Cliefter Payifhes, KNeut-Cowity.
Fohn Gordon, St. Michac!’s, Lalbot.

Folm M*Pherfon, Wiliiam and Mary Parifh, Charles Couiity.
Samuel Keene, Dorchefler Parifsy Dorchefler County.

William Weft, §t. Paul’s Pz ifb, Baltimore Coumty.

William Thomfon, St. Stephe:'s, Cucil County.

Walter Magowan, Ct. Yames's Parifl, Ann-Arundel County.
Fohn Stephen, Al- wa/x Parif., St. Mary's County.

Tho. Fno. Claggett, St. Paul's Parifh, Prince George’s County.
George Goldie, King and Queen, Ot Mary’s County.

Fofeph Meffinger, St. Andrew's Parifh, St. Mary's County.
Fohir Bowie, St. Peter's Parif, Taibor County.

Walter Fayvifony, Durlam Parifh, Charles County.

{{’illiam Hanna, St. Margaret’s Wefbminfler Parifb, Ann-Arundel
County.

Thomas Gates, St. Aun’sy Annapolis,

Folin cindrers, St. Tihomas's Parifl, Baltimere County. Signed,
Hamilton Bell, Stepliney Parifl, Somerfet County. Fune 23d,

Q
Francis Walker, now of Shrewfbury Parifb, Kent-County. 1704.

‘The forcgoing Decleration «f Rights being made and fubferib-
ed, a Copy of the fame was prefented to his Exccliency the
Govcrnor, with the following Addrels, viz.

To His Excellency WirLiam Paca, Llq; Governor

and Commander in Clief, &Oveo s of the State of

Maryland.

E the Prote ﬂfmc rhzfm[;nl Cierpy of the faid State, at a
Meeting or Convention held at Annapelis this 1 sth Auguit,

1783, (in punu mee of 4 Vote of the Houfe of Delegates vaTcd
at their laft Sefhion) in order to confider, malce ]thV& n and dz-
rlare thole fundwmontal Clniffian Riphts, to which we conceive

curfelves
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ourfelves entitlgd, in common with other Chriftian Chuyches; Do
hereby, in the Tirft Place, return your Excellency our moft fin-
cere and hearty Thanks for vour great Concern and Attention
maniiciled for the Chriftian Church in general and her fuffeving
Cocigy of all Denominatiois. We truft and pray that your Excel-
Loney will cont'nue your powerful Intzreeffion till fome Law is
pafled for their future Support and Encouragment, agreeably to
the Congditution.

We herewith lay before your Excellency an authentic Copy
of a Declgration of certain Rigltsy, to which, according to our
beft Knowledge of the Laws and Conflitution of our Country,
we think ourfelves entitled, in common with other Churches.
S:ould your Kxcellency, from your fuperior Knowlcdgc of both,
think that the Declaration we have made, ftands in need of any
further San&ion, Legiflative or otheywife, wc are well perfuaded
that a Continuance of the fame Zcal and Regard which you have
formerly thewn, will at Length produce the happy Effect which
you f{o anxioufly defire.

Praying for a continucd Encreafc of your Excellency’s public
Ufefulnzts, and that you meet the Reward thercof in the World
to come,

We are, &e.

[Signed by all the Members, as thic above Dedlaration of Rights
was figned. ]

To which his Excelicney was plealed to return the following

Aywer, viz.

GENTLEMEN

HAVFE attertivcly confidered the Paper entuded ¢ A De-

¢ ¢laration of certain tundamental Rights and Libertics of
¢ the Pretefiant Epifcopal Church of Maryland.,”  And
cvery Denomination of Clergy are to be decmed adequate
Judges of their own fpiritual Rights, and of the minifterial
Commifion and Au hority neceffary te the due Adminiftration
of the Grdinances of Relipion among Wiemfelves, it would by
a very partial and uniuit Duhinction to deny that Right to the
rmpu.t'ml and Tearned 1‘<>~‘;~/ of tie Epifcopal Clergy in this
Srates and it will give me tihe ni' hieft thppineis and Satisfaction,
it c.nhcr in my in dl.m il Cupacity, or in the public Character
which I now have the Im(/uu‘ co Gillaing T o be intlrumental

bl
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in advancine the Interefts of Religion in general, alleviat'ng
the Suflerings of any of her Minifters, and placing every Brarch
of the Chriftian Church in this State, upon the moft cqual and
refpettable Footing,

I am,
GENTLEMEN,
Your moft abedient humble Sarvant,

WILLIAM PACA.
Annapdlis, 20th Augufl, 1783,

The precceding Addrefs and Communication to thic Gavernor
fccks not to obtain any exclufive Privileges or Advintages, It
only thanks his Exccllency for his ¢ Great Care and Attention
¢« manifefted for the Chiglian Cliurch in general, and her fuffer-
¢« ing Clergy of all Denominations; and prays the Continuance of
¢ Yis powerful Interceffion till fome Law is paffed for their fu-
“ turc Sup vort and Encouragement, agreeably to the Conftitu-
“ tion.” And, in the {ame Zzbeml and catholic Spivit, his Jxccl-
jcacy is pleafed to anfwer, ‘That it will give him the highcdl
“ Iappinefs and Sutisfué‘txon, if cither in his individual Capa-
¢ ¢ity or public Character, he could be inftrumental in advancs
¢« ing the Interefts of Religion in general, alleviating the Sub-
< ferings of any of her Minifters, and placing every Biranch of
“ thc Chrittian Cnurc.n in this State, upon the moit cqual and

cipettable Footing.

Similar to the forcgoing Declarat.on f 1eiigious Rights, and
partly founded thercon, are the following ¢ fundemzntal Rules
¢ or Principles agreed upon at a l\m,tm" of Clergymen and
¢ TLay- Du%‘uu» ixom fundry Congregations of the “Trcorar,
“ Cuurcirin the State of PennsyLvanta, May 25th, 1784,” and
which were communicated to this Convention, viz.

I. That the Epifeepal Cluerel in thele States is and onght to be i
dependent of all foreign Authority, ceclefiaftical or civil,

II. T'hat it hath ond ought to have, in commoen with all other
rcligious Socicties, full wnd exclafive Fowers to regulate the
Concerns of its own Conininioni.

HL That the Dodrines ol the Gofpel be maintained as now
profetled by tie Cmm‘n O 1SN md, and Uniformsty u[ Waon-
thip be continued, s near us may be, to the Liturgy of the
fuid Church.




1V. That the Succeflion of the Miniftry ke agreeably to the Ufage
which requireth the ¢hree Orders of Biwsnors, PriEsTs, and
Deacons; that the Rights and Powers of the fame refpec-
tively be afcertained, and that they be exercifed according to
reafonable Laws, to bc duly made.

V. That to make Canons ar Laws, there be no other Authority
than that of a Rzprefentative iody of the Clergy and Laity
conjointly. |

VI. That no Powers be delegated to a general ecclefiaftical
Government, except fuch as cannot conveiiently be excrceifed
by the Clergy and Veftries in their refpeétive Congregations.

Signed,

WM. WHiTEe, Chairman.

We have only here to obferve that the gencral Judgment of
all our Churches at this Lime, fo far as it hath boen yet col-
lefted, is for the invariable Maintenance of the three diflind
Osdery of our Miniftiy It is a Mattcr that cannot concern any
other religious Society, and in which, without entering into
any Conteft, we have certainly a Right to our own Judgment.

Of the Bufinefs tranfa@cd at the Clerical Mecting or Con-
veation of Auguft, 1783, there remains only to add the follow-
ing Minute, viz.

“ ‘'I'he Declaration of certain fundamental Rights, &c. hav-
ing been unanimoufly agreed to and fubfcribed as above, the
Conyention proceeded to take into Confideratinn the prefent State
of the Ciwrch, and the great Diflrefs of many Parifhes and
Congregaiions, from the Vant of Clergy, or proper Inftruction
in the Principles of Religion; and it was agreed, that until a
reguiar Ordination of Clergy codid ba obtained, there thould
be three Clergymen appointed on cach Shore, in order to ex-
amine fuch youny G atlemen as may oftfer themfelves Candidates
far Holy Grders in our Church: Such Examination to refpect
their moral Charaller, their Knowledge in the learned Lan-
- guages, and Divinity, and their Attachment to the Dodlrines of
the Chriftian Rueligion as profefled and taught in our Chrrvehy;
and to recommens! duch Candidaces 2« Cupor fuch Exant . atnon,
iy be thougin worihy) to ferve as Rew/ers in any Parithes that
may think proper (o cmploy thon Jea ina bich Parithes, as to
i Admintliation ap the Sacraneits, ad other proper Fone.

T
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tions of the clevical Charafter, to the¢ more immnediate Dirc&lion
of fuch ncighbouring Clergymen, as may aeree to vific them
occafionally for that Purpofe.”

T'he Committee appointed Examincrs—-

Dr. William umun,z
Revd. { Mt. John Gorden, § For the Eaftern Sho:c.
Mr. Samucl ch.h\wb

Mr. Willlam Wetft, |
Revd.  Mr. Tho. Jno. Claggett, SFor the Weftern Shore.
Mr. Thomas Gates.

T:.c Convention then adjourned to the fecond Week of the
Spring Scflion of the General Affembly, or until {pecially called
by their 1 efident, or the nhove Committee.  As there wus no
Spring- Seﬂ'on, it was aftcrwards agreed, that the Prefident
ﬂmuld call a Meeting in June, and tlnt the different Parifhes or
Veftries thould be invit»d to {end Delegates to the fame; which
produccd the

Convention of Fune 22d, 1784,

This Convention being duly formed, their firft Bufin2fs was
to take into Confideration the Proceedings of the Clericsl Mem-
bers at their Mecting n Auguft, 1783; and the Declavation of
certain fundamental Riglys, &c. as above inferted, being iaid be-
fore them, the Lay-Delegates defired Leave to retire and con-
fult upon the fame; znd on thicir Return reported, by Mr. Jofeph
Couden, that they had rcad and ditcufied the fame, Puaragraph
by Paragraph, and unanimoufly approved thercof.

A Comniittee of Clergyiinon und Lay Delegates was then appoint-
ed to efluy a Plan of ecclefinttical Government for the Epircopal
Churchi m this State, and to da,mm therein the Daties of Bifbups,
Pric/ls and Deacons in 17’](1&‘(”"5] AN and the Rights and Duties
toth of Clergy and Laity in genercl Uyicds or Com ntions for the
Government of this Church, preiovving Uniformity of Worfhip,
and the reclaiming or excluding (vevs Church-Communion fean-
daious Mcmbers whether of the Ciiriii or Lay Order.

‘The aforef®ia Committee, not havirg ad Time to efay a [ull
Plan for the Purpofos above mention. 4, reported the following
as fome of the fundamental Princintes tiereof, which were

7?_".',YGCd to, viz,

, ‘:|tt‘-
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1. 'That nonc of the Orders of the Clergy, whether Rifheps,
Priefls or Deacons, who may be under the Neceflity of obtain-
ing Ordination in any forcign State with a View to officiate
or fettle in this State, fhall, at the T'ime of their Ordination,
or at any ‘I'imc afterwards, take or fubfcribe any Obligation
of Obedience, civil or canonical to any forcign Power or An-
thority whatfoever; nor be admiflible into the Miniftry o
this Church, if fuch Obligations have been taken for a Sct-
tlement in any forcign Country, without renouncing the fame
by taking the Oaths required by Law as a ‘Teft of Allegiance
to this State.

1I. According to what we conceive tu be of true Aroflolic Infli-
tusion, the Duty and Office of a Z.fbor, diflers in nothing from
that of other Priefls, except i the Power of Ordmation and
Confirmation; and in thg ilight of Precedency in ecclefiafti-
cal Mectings or Syirods znd thall accordingly be fo exercifed
in this Churchr; the Duty and Officc of Pricits and Deacons,
to resiain as heretofore.  And if any further Diftinétions and
Regulations in the Jiffcrent Orders of the Miniftry fhould
afterwards be four d neceflary for the good Govegnment of the
Church, the fame thall be made and eflav'ithed by the juint
Viice and Auwthority of a Reprefentative Body of the Cierzy ond
Laity, at futurc ecclefiaftical Synods or Coav :utions.

" IIT. «This third Se&ion is intended to define or diferiminate fome
of the fecpuratc Rights and Powers of the Clergy, and was
propofed and agreed to as follows, viz. That the Clorgy thould

“be deemed adequate Judges of the Minifterial Commiifion
and Authority which is necetlury to the duc Adminifiration of
the Ordinances of Religion in their own Church; an’ of the
literary. moral and religious Qualitics and Abilities of Perfons
fit to be nominated and appointed to the different Orders of
the Miniftry; but the approving and recciving fuch Perfons
to any particular Cure, Duty or Parith, when fo nominated,
appointed, fet apart, confecrated and ordained, is in the Peo-
nle who arc to fupport them, and to receive the Beneiit of
tacir Minifury.

IV. The fourth Section provides that Ecclefiaftical Conventions
or Synods of this Church, fhall confitt of the Clergy and one
Lav-Delegate or Reprefentative from cach Veltry or Parith, or
a M.jority of the fame; and thall be held annually on the sth
Tuefilay in Octodber, unlefs fome Canon or Rule thould be
made «t fome future Convention, for aitering the ‘Time of
Mecetiig, or for Meeting oftener than once a Year, or not
fo coiter, or with a lurger or {malicr Repretentation of the
Church, as may be judged neceflary.  Dut fundamcertai Ruies,
o-cc duly made, thall not be altered unlefs two Thirds of fuch
Mojority o5 aforcfaid, duly affcnmbled, (hall agree therein.

14 “
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‘'he remaining Proceedings of the Clerical Mecting of Augutt,
1783, having been reud and approved of, and it being thought
reafonable that for the future every third Meeting thould be held
on the Eaftern Shore, the Convention adjourned to meet at the
‘Town of Chefler the fourth Tuefday of Odober next; when, from
the Importance of the Bufinefs to be yet fettied, it is hoped
that there will be a full Mecting as well of the Ciergy as of Re-
prefontatives from the diffierent Veflries and Parifhes.

WiLLiaM SMITH, R. RingELY,
W, WEsT, 'THos CRADOCK.

JonN ANDREWS,

N. B. Jocernt Coubnn, one of the Lay Cominittee, had not
Notice in ‘Fime to attend the other Members at Baltimore for
digefting thefe Procecdings.

P.S. The following Jlcads of additionsl Articles which could
not be taken up at the laft Convention, have been propofed as
fome of the Matters neceflary to be more fully provided for in
the Plan of Ecclefiaftical Governnient, by the next Convention,
and arc here added for Confideration, yig.

I. That the Power and Authority necceffary for reclaiming or
excluding Jeandalows Members, whether Lay or Clerical, and all
Jurifdiction with regard to Oftenders, be exercifed ¢nly by a
Reprefentative Body of Clergy and Laity jointly,

i1 That the Power of {ufpending or difmifling Clergymen from
the Excrcife of their Minifltry, in any particulur Church,
Parith or Diftri@, be by the like Authority.

ITL. That all Canons or Laws for Church Government, and all
Alterations, Changes or Reforms in the Church Service and
Liturgy, or in Poiits of Doérine to be protefled and taught
- the Church, thall alfo be by the like joint Authority.
(N. B "Lhe tourth Article of the forcgomg Diclaration of
Riohts fecms to provide for chis—-But it may be further ox-
Shained i HCCUH..'H“',". }
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" a Convention of lcrgy and Lay Dclegates of the Preteflant
Epifcopal Church in the Statc of Mcuyland held at Chetter
on the 4th Tuetday of O&ober. 1784. in Purfuance of the
4th Conflitution made at Annapolis June 22d, 1784.

The following AbppiTionarL ConsTiTUuTIONS or Rules, re-
:(ting the future Difcipline and Government of this Church,
- annual Conventions, &c. were agreed upon, viz.

1. General Conventions of this Church, confifting of the differ-
t Orders of the Clergyand Laity, duly reprefented (agrecably
'the Fourth Cunflituticn aforefaid; thall have the General Cog-
sance of all Affairs ncceflary to the Difcipline and good
yvernment, of the Church; including particularly
ne Power and authority ncceflary for reclaiming or ex-
ading from Church Privileges feandalous Members whether
iy or Clerical, and all Jurifdiction with Regard to Offenders;;
e Power of fufpending or difmiffing Clergynen (of all or-
r3) from the Exemfc of their Mxmﬁry in this Church; the
aming, approving of or confirming all Canons or Laws for
ywurch Government, and fuch Altcmtxons or Reforms in the
wrch Service, Liturgy or Points of Doflrine as may be atter-
ards found neceilary or expedient by our Ceurch in this
late, or of the United States in Genceral Convenrions.  And
all Matters that thall coine before the Conveuntion, the
lergy and Laity fhall deliberate inone Body; but if any Vote
all be found ncceflary, or be called for by any two Mem-
brs, they fhail vote fcparately; that is to fay, the Clergy
« their different Oiders, according to their own Ruies, fhall
ave onec Vote; and the Laity according to their Rulcs thall
ave another Vote; and the Concurrence of both fhall be
cceffary to give Validity to any Mcafurc or Rule.
' II. Future Conventions fhall frame and cflablith Rules or
-anons for receiving Complaines; «nd fhall annuully appoint a
vimm:ttee confifting of an cqual Number of Ciersy and La'ty
including the B./bsp, when there thall be one duly cenfecrat-
d, among thc Number of the Clergy;) which Commitiee
1all have ftanding authority, Government and Jurifdiction
agreeubly to tuch, Rules as may be given them for that Pur
o) in all Mutters refpecting the Dicipline and Government
i the Church, that may arise or be necetlary to be proceeded
ipon, during the Recels or Ad omnment of General Conven-
ions; all wlmh Rules thall be framed, and junifdiction exer-
iifed i Conformity to the Coflitetion and Laws of this Sate.

'
i




HIS EXCELLENCY
WILLIAM PACA, EsQuirg,

SOVERNOR AND COMMANDER IN CHILF

~

Qr tiie Stars oFr MarvLAND, &
THE FOLLOWING
S I R M O N,
PREACHED
Brrorg A CONVENTION or CrericaL AND LAy MEMBERS,
OF " HE
PROTESTANT LEPISCOPAL CHURCH
In the faid State, at Annatods, Fune 27d, 1784,
IS INCRIBED,
in sixcere TESTIMONY axp ACKNOWLEDGMENT,
AS WELL OF HIS

Peoric ZEAL axp REGARD ror THE INTERESTS ot

RELIGION anxop LEARNING
IN HIS COUNTRY;

AS OF THE
Privare FRIENDSIHIP axp ESTEEM,
WITH WIICH,
TROM AN EARLY PERICD OF IS LIFE,

HE HATH ITONORIED
His s10sT AFFECTIONATE

AND QBEDIENT SERVANT,

Py oA UTTIHHO R
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Annapolis, Jfune 22d, 1784,

HIE Convention having aflembled at the State-

Houfe, it was ¢ Unanimoufly requefted That

¢“ the Revd, Dr. SMiTH would open the Bufinefs of

the Meeting, with a DISCOURSE To-morrow

¢« at 11 0’Clock, A. M. and that the Revd. Mr.
« Keene would read Prayers.”’

9

o«

June 23, P. M.

¢¢ The Thanks of this Convention were returned
to the Revd. Dr. SmitH for his moft excellent
“ Discoursk, delivered in the Morning, and a

[ o)

<

“ Requeft was made that a Copy might be given
¢ for the Prefs.”

A true Copy from the Minutes.

WM, WesT, Secretary.
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SERMON, &.

R e ]

2 Tim, Ch.i. Ver. 13, 14,—and Ch. iv. Fer. 3, 4

old faft the furm of found Word< which thou halt heard of me ia
Faith and i.ove which is 1n Chrit Jefug---That goord Thing which
was coramitted unto thee, keep by the Holy Ghott which dwelleih
1 Ubmmeneam

F'or the Time w:!l come when tiiey will not endure fonnd Doc-
trine, but afier their own Lufty thall heap 1o themfelves Teaviore,
having 1itching Fars, and they thail turn away their Ears from the
Truth, and thall be turned vnto Fables-aeeas

N this very adventurous and inquifitive Day, when Men
fpurning ticir Kindred-Earth, on which they were bern to
tread, will dare, on airy (or Baloan) Wing to foar into the Re-
gions of the Sky; were it the Pleafure of our Almighty Creater
to purge any of us Mortals of our terreftrial Drofs, and to
place us, in good Earneft, upon fomc diftant Ord, fmm which
with clear and ferene View, corporcal as well as fateliectial,
we could furvey this World of ours—what a firange Scenc
would it appear? Iefclf, in the Rank of Worlds, dwindled into
a finall Mole-Hil'; anu en, the little Emmcts uponit, bufliing
and driving and crofling cach other, as if there were no fett’ed
Walk of Life, no common Tie, or *“ YorM or sounp Woabs To
BE LELD FAST OF ALL, 1n Iarrn AND Love wiicl 15 1N Cunrsy
JEsus !

In our intelleftuyel Vicw, from this Eminence of Station, we
fhould behold one fett of Men boatting of the all-futficien: andi
tranfcendent Power of Reason s their Rule and Guide, vet att
wandering through different T'ralts in the fame Purfuits of 11ape
riNEss and Peace! We fhould find another fett of Men decfuy
ing themfelves the fpecial Favorites of eaven, diredted by
slotious iNwarp Lraur, communicet:d Cor e they aporebend,

Cert,




communicated) immediately from the cverlafting Fountain of ol
Light; ycu neither thould we perceive thein to be eravelling in
the fame commom Hay! Dut, thirdly, we thould nnd unother
Sctt of Men, and thofe of truly refpectalile and venerable Name,
profefling themizlves guided anly by a fure and written ForM of
SOUND WOoRDS, revealed and given to them for cheir Diyjtrudt.on
and Salration, by their Aumicury CreaTor himel=--Yer, Alas!
they would be teen, perbaps, almott as irregalar and eccentric
in all their Motions as the Reft! -

This is a fad View of Things---.and as the Poct fuys----

““ In Pride, in reafoning Pride, the Error lics,
““ All quit their Sphere and rufb inty the Skics I

And would to God, thercfore, that, in all Religions and in ali
Sciences, this accurfed Root of Bitternefs and Contrariety could be
wholly plucked out. For until Humanity and divine Cuariry
can have their Sway, until our Farrn is exercifed in Love, and
the Trurhs of GOD are held in RicuTeousNess of Lifg, there
will ncver be a total Harmony among Men!

However ftrong our R:afn, however enligtened our Souls,
however ardent our Faith; unlefs that Spirit of Luwve and Hu-
mility be in us, which was in CurisT Jesus, all befides will be
of little Value.

With good Reafon, therefore, does St. Paur admonifh his
beloved TimorHY to let his Fuith be excercifed in Love, and
¢ to hold faft the Form of Jouid Words which he bad heard of
““ him;” for even in thofc carly Days, fomc had begun to de-
part from the Foundation laid by CurisT und his Apyfties; tol-
lowing ¢ vain Babblings,” being like withered Leaves, fticking
to the Trce, only to be blown away by the tirft Wind of Doctrine;
{till defiring to hear fome new Thing; led by the Ear ana not by
the Heart, or as it is ftrongly expreffed in my Text, “ hcaping
¢ to themflelves Tcachers, having itching Ears, &c.”

A vencrable old Luminary of our Church, foon after the Re-

formation, preaching cven before Princes and Nobles, has a mott

fevere Stroke of Irony aguintt this icching Humcnr, according to
the honeft and indignant (aitho™ perhaps blunt) Satyr of the
Times, It is to the fodowing * Eilect----

“ All

* This Quotation is made from the firong Imprefion which the
septhnent made upon the Auibior’s Memory, many Years ago, on
scadin,, over the Works of the obd Divive: of the Zhurdis of roptuad;
arud he thit ks the Words are thole of Lijiop dndrews, Buf'[as lthc

wuthior
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SAN is TearING, now a-diys-- No Frgies----The Fan s alti

f“ 'm(i il icwere not im our Far-Marg, no Man could tell we
¢owere CHRisTIANS!

Tmt, if Tmay purfuce the Allufion, it is not the Ear-Mark but
¢ Teart- Moarky by which at the great Day of Accounts, we
ﬁm*l be known and acknowle ig(.d as belonging to Cheift's Sheep-
ful e in the other Worlds nor is it the defpifing found Dolirine,
ollowing vain Fables and @il feeking fomething new, that

cun denominate us of his Ilock in this World,

‘s whole Epiftle of St Paul to I‘lmothy (in whofce Charac-
ter as 1 Peoscker of the Gofpe he appears pecaliarly intercfted)
ts intended to v himoup, and all Pr u.mhcu and V'riends of the
Gofpol afrer im, to Diligence and Zeal in maintaining and en-
forcing its divine Truths againft Herefies and (mmplmns.- -

¢ 1 churge thee, before God and the Lord Jefus Chrift who
( 1.‘.1 judae the World at his appearing, and Kingdom ”---
And whii coes he charge in this awiul Manner? It is a Cianee
which, as it may be drawn from the whole of this Epittle, it
bec mes ail the Preachers of the Gofpel of every Age and De-
pomintton to heary, and (thro” Grace) to folow with Reverencd
and Awec.----

¢“ 1 charge thee, pl'C‘H‘h the Word”----cven the eternal Word
of Truth @id Salvation by Jofus Chirift, or, as he has it a ticde
above----¢ Sty up thr Gl ‘L at God w lmh is in thee, by the put-

“ ingoon of wy Hande”  Confider thy‘elf as called and fepa-
ratcs {10 this oreat Waouk of the Mnmm_,, according to the true

Appe g et of Contty *“ Uy THE PUPTING ON OF AN AIOSTLE'S
flanns" Whorelore, ¢ be iautiant in Scarton and oat of Sca-
“fon. " et no Oceafion ¢fvape vou cither in public or pri-
vate, in Times of afe or Times of Difliculty.  Be not difmay-
ed, ner fewr the Powsers of this Waorid; ¢ for God hLath not
<« given us the Spirit of I'car, but of Power, of Love and of
¢ a fonud Mind;” and therefore, ¢ Reprove, Rebuke”----Re-
prove il.lllxhl(}ﬂl()ll and Sin, cven tho' .«mmud with Terror
and feated in high Pluccs. “ Be not athanmied of the Teftimo-
“ ny of oui Lou » but held it forth boldly agningl whaicver

i

Author never made any Conrnon-Plare of his Bcading, and compot

this Sermon, or rather e ow itogetber, ou a few Fours ’\]JrLL,
to fuit the Cog/ios on whi h he was +o apy ear; e cannot he yrd
dhat he syetatns M)}’ Ihl!n mao, e ‘l‘,!n the gC!]C‘!uL sentinente of thote
refpedtable ”f e, Upo .»f“:" Nritiags and Sentimeuts of Drihe-
doxy, he end ".Wm verl te o hn.'f‘ lf in his Vouth, and which he
Vath nover forupled freddy toande U of in big ‘ulpu (nm;,‘m*mm
'in itz Sernon e hath fully delivered bis Scutiments, a5 1o whats
evel nuay be provended vew Dy e Divvity ot the Gafred, |
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15 at Bamity to his Crofs, and the Truth and Spivit of his holy
Religion.  Be not weary nor faint in this grear Works but, it
thercunto catted, ¢ Be thon Pareaker of the Afllictions of the
“ Gofpel, according to the Power of God, who hath fav cd us
“ and called us with an holy Calling.”----

‘T'hus, in all T'rials and Conditions, continuc fledfaft in the
 Faith of jefus, and “ exhort with all Long Sufltiing and { found-
*nefs of Doctrine;™ leaving the Sucu:fs and Iffue in the
ftands m ot great Mafter and Judge----¢ joy the Time will
¢“oeomne” (whenvhe preaching of the Gofpe! wmay not have any
vifidle Lullusnec on the 1 mis of many, nay a Fiue) ¢« when
“oghey wall endure found Doétrine, but after thcir own Ladls
fhatl Jizap te thomfelves um/eu, having itching Bars, and
thail turn away their Lars from the Truth, and 1hall be tum-
¢ ed unto Fables”

-

(¥

(48

In thefe Words are deferibed with wonderful Majefty and
Siimplicity, the chict Obftacles to the Succets ol the preached
Gogpei, and the LEitablithipent of the Kinepom oF Jesus in the
Hewrts of Mea.

They will not endure found Doftrine, They will not, by Faith
refign their Spirits to the holy Influence and Direétion of the
Spirit of God.  Whatever runs contrary to their carnal and -
renewed Affedtions, they with to reject; never confidering that
the Gofpel of Chrift was not intended, by its divine Author, to
flatter our corrupt Lufts, or gratify the Irregularitics of Senfc
and unfubdued Appetite; but to reform the Heart and regulate
the Will; or, as it is more fully and beautifully expreffed by
our Apoftle, “ to caft down Imaginations and every hish Thing
“ that exalteth itfelf againtt the Knswledge of God, and to bring
“ into Captivity cvery Thought to the Obedience of Chrift.”’

Thus it is that Alen turn away thein Tiyes from the pure Liohs
of the Gofpel, besawe it would render their 1)m nejs vifibic,
‘They feek to follow the Shadow of “Truth and * cunningly de-
« yifed Fables, " inorder to fHNe their own Cm.mtmn.,, and
aadn a semfporary Quict, rather H.:m flrive, tirough the Grace ol
‘cud them, to Catt down all vain Imx:wmtmm» and vicld to
their great Creator that pure ’i % /M of e ile Lty it Locang elis
cal O)uucm(' and Riclweofiefs of L;’w, wiich Chrift dicd o

gitablith; and t u which only we can derive tiue Peace and ever.
M’cm;, Joy - fo true it s Cwhat the &fnp'uws teil us) that
where ¢ the 0 le is hid, 1* v Liid to tein v Liom the God of
“this World huth blinded,
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Ihis perver{encls of Temper fubfifted in the Hearts of Men,
even before ¢ the glorious Gofpel of Chrift, who is the Image
“ of God, thone unto them.” Men had theny at Ieaft, the
f.ight of Confcience and natural Rcafon (and one Pcopk had
alfo the Law and the Prophets fuper-added) as their Ruie and
Guide. Bat thefe were dlﬁegarded by far tco many; and when
their Livés became corrupted, they corrupted their Reafon, their
Conjcience, their Rules of Wipdom and Religion alio; fathioning
the Whole to their ewn Imaginastions, aud opening the Way (o
all that TeNoraNCE and Iporn ATRY, which Phiofopliers and Patri-
archs, holy Men and Prophets, Patrists and Lawgivers, firove in
Tain to cradicate or deftrov.  For, as our Ap()ﬁlc. tells us, God
did vot leave even the Heathen Wor ]d without 2 Witnefs in
thoir Vc 185 becnafe * The fawifibl dew\ of him fiom the
Coreation ()f the \,\,’.uH WEerS ¢l 1;]) fea,.., bemg [to be] under-

¢ ftood Ly the Thin g5 thit are mades n.m*eiy l)is ETERNAI Pow-
“ ER AND (n)DHF‘\D”w -vilible and fveaking in the Iearts of
Meu, through his great and gracious Hiris of Creavion and Fro-
vigence!

But Men revoited again@t the Gop wrtmiy THeM, ¢ and be-
¢« came vain in thur I'maginations, and their muhﬂl Iearts
“ were darkened;” fo that profefling ¢ themfelves to be wije
¢“ [in their own Comm*s‘ they became foolifh, and changed the
¢ Glory of the iNCORRUPTIBLE Gob into an linage made luc Ui
“ to corruptible Man, and Birds urnd four-footed Beals and creep:
“ ing Things.”

The like Corruptions (I need not mention it to a Chriftlun
Audicnce) aulu,mdcd, for our [nftruction, to have taken Place
among the Fewih Nation, under the Law and the Projhets.  And,
alas! how thort a T'ime was thc Gosrer oF Christ reccived {as
we learn from our Apoftie and cther facred Writers) before
fome who had been bapcwcd into the Nume of Chrili, feli fron
their Faith; ¢ denying the Lord that bought rhem. and throuzh
«“ Covctoufnels, with feigned Werds, maiing Mf‘lumwm AMNERR
¢ Souls.”  From Sivin MAGUs dhwnwards hev began
“ heap to themiclves Teachers;” dividing the Ch viian Worid
with endlefs Difputes and Spee e novt the Forar and Nha-
dow of RiLicion, neglettivg the Sabfance; i, scdl.ennih,y fruce

any where coula be tound that Purity of Lo, tha Santy o)

.y v, o - A g H H AN .
sz‘:) that ‘S‘””wt (ff iy sad 1 (,.'L", th HNV VRTINS !'3/‘7",3""’5J"".’

-

that Simplicity and Beerey of fioliee, which were the Glory ol

PrIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY,

It became almoft a 27ain Doltrine, thar jofus Chrift Bad cone
into the World to biot out the Hawnd-wr; rmn of Ordinenres, o

natl them o hic C mf Forin what vwos then contidaeeod oo

[ """4.,1;
/

I,
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1Evel jud Chiiftiun Clurch, the Inventions of Men were more and
juore 2".‘2}2‘pl10d and the purc Light of the Gofpel obfcured,
until at Lengih it was almott wholly overfhadowed or hid under
an enormous Pile of Rubbith, and Superflition, and Pageantry,
and /711l wor [l p and bodily \emmde, more monftrous and burden-

foshe than all the Idolacry of the Jews, or even the barbarvus
R:w.c of the GeNTILES !

tet God, of his infinite Goodnels, in thofe corrupt Ages of
the « .mrt,h did not leave himfelf wholly without fome chofen
Wisne[fes , who contended for the FArTH once delivered to the Saints,
tll at Lengeh, aflcer the leng Night of Darknefs and Errer, the
Day dawned, and the gloricus StN of THE GospeL again fhone
forth under the BLES:FB REFORMATION; when our Fathers, the
Founders, or rather the Reflorers, of the Church wharcof we
profefs ourfelves the Meinbers, bore an illuftrious Part (many
of them with the Price of their Blood) in throwing down the
vaft Fadric of Straw and Stubble, and building again upon the
purc and ftable Foundation, that Ruck of .dges whick is CHr.s1!
'Truc Religicen again litted up her radiant Head in curs and other
yeformed Lhurches who ¢ Sought the good old Way to walk
« yherein, that {o they might find Reft to their Souls.” They
turned their Hearts to the “I'RUTH as it is ip Jesus, and did not
{eck to be turned it Fabies. For TrutH is ancient, and what-
ever any Keformers may propofe that is altegesler uew, we may
well fufpect to be altogether falje; the RELIGION 0F THE GosPEL,
Leing tamped with is great « haracter of its adoreable Author,
that it is the fame 1o Day, Teflerday and for ever!

Rat it is a Misfortune incident to our imperfet Condition in
this World, that the be@t Things may be abufed.  That Liser-
ry which is nccellary for repclling temporal as well as [piritue!
Bondcge----that Freedum: ¢f Debate and l;'zqm:y which ought to be
1. untdwci for the further Inveftigation and Diffemination or
‘Truth in a liberal, enlightened and philofophic Age----all thefe
may be pervertad and 2 bufed! Even with the bro\ld Day-light of
the Gefpel thining round us, and while that Caurcr* which was
once the gieat Bar to Chriffian Reformaiion, is now giving moit
comfortabic and cdifying Proofs of a contrary ‘L'emper, and o!

an

* Tte Rev. Mr. Ciarles Henry i darton vt Moar 'iand but lare Chi nnto
the Roman Cutlolic Socicty iuthe City of oudhr ng w;ngl has ti.¢ fol-
lowiug truly candid and libeval Revvark. i molt excell Stating thie M-
¢ tives which induced him 1o rcnmnum cheir Communion and bu\mu a
o¢ Member of the Protettnt Cherdh,

“ From my own Obfeevation Lam bappy to afftre thew, that the Romuan
Church in this, as well as in many vber Particulars, is daily unddrgoing s
filent Reformation. "Uhe dark Monlters of PrrsicuTion and Biorky
¢ are retreating gradually before thic Light of genuine Rericton and V-
“ Losoruy. Maukind beging to biufh that oear hh cn Centwies have
¢ been nocflary to convinee then , that 'umanN: wied Lo Ao
v oare cllentild Brauches of thie ReLigto s or jusuy

¢

-«
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an enlarged and tolerating Spirit (excopt fo far, Alas! as the
“yet finds it convenient to accommodate Religi_on to worldly Pur-
pofcs)----1 fay, even amidft this Abundance of Light and Liberty,
this gencral reforming Spirit, Occafion hath been taken to reform
too much, to fill thc World, as of old, wirh Difputes and Dif-
tin@®ions totally uncilential to Chriftianizy, and dettruétive of its
true Spirit, when {et in Oppofition to the weighticr Masters of
the Law ---Vital Picty and true evangelical Qbedience.

Thus, too many fecm to run a conflant Round from Error to
Truth, and from Truth to Error back again----
“ As if Religion were intended
¢ For nothing elfe----but to be mended ;*”---.there
being fcarce a Folly of all the ancient Corruptions of Chrif-
tianity, which might not be fhown to be now acting over again,
by {ome Novel-Se& or another of the prefent Day!

How long, Alas! how long thall fuch Things be! How long
thall Circumftantials prevail over Effentials, embittering the fol-
Jowers of the lowly jefus, and ¢ enflaming their Breafts with
¢ a Madnefs cven unto Death?” ‘

The firft Chriftians were the Admiration of the World for
their Love and Union in their humble and fuffering State. And
will nothing fefs than fuffering, will not the Spirit of the Gof-
pel itfelf, prevail on us to remove this Stone of ftumbling,----
to wipe away this Reproach of our Proftflion, and to heal our
unchriftian Breaches! )

Why thould thofe part on Earth, who all with to meet again
in Heaven? Although a perfeft Union in lefler Matters may not
be attainable, nor perhaps needful, in this World : yet the Want
of this could never lcad to a Breach of Unity in Affeftion, if Men
would not lay Strefs, where God has laid none.  Unity of Fudg-
ment is, indeed, a great Ornament of Chriftianity and needful
to its WELL-BEING; but Unity of Affeftion is ellential to its very
Beinc aud Exi1sTeNcE, and was the great Badge by which Chrift
declared his Difciples thould be known. ¢ By this thall all Men
““ know that y¢ are my Difciples, il ye love one another.” If,
therefore, upon every tlight Notion or Apprchenfion, we caft
this Badge away, we are none of his.

‘Thofc Things which he hath dezlarcd neceffary to our Saiva-
tion, as might well be exp ted from fo wife and merciful a
Lawgiver, are {q ¢lear as not to be eafily miftaken by an honeft
Mind; and they havc all this plain Mark, that they tend to make
Meun wifer and Letter 5 whereas thofe Things that occafion fo
much wnchriftion Noije and wuncharitable Cenfure in the World, are,
tor the mnoft Part but Points of doubtful Spculation; inwhich
cood Mien might Tud'cr cach other to be at reft, according to

that

* Butler,




that Meafure of Lizht which they have attained, For why
thould an Ag;;‘li.‘(.mcnt in fome poor controverfial Point of Faith
or Doctring, be {et in eminent Place above all other Virtues or
Graces, and made Lhc Badge of our Chriftianity?  Sutrely, Dre-
thren----and T will i%peat it again and again----there is a greater
Wwfht of Religion in the evangelic Grace of Charity. in onc
bwh of Grod-wili to Men, than in ail the doubtful Quettions
about which the Protcmnt Churches have been puzziing them-
felves, and Diting and devouring cach other fince the Days of
their Reformation!

Thus to feek our Religion in ‘Things withont us, is to feek the
Living aviong the Dead.  "I'he Gofpel of Chrift teaches far dif-
ferent I h'.n:;z. it teaches us to look for God and Religion with-
£ us;----that we are to be renovated and ftrengthened by the
zmellui’ uah Touches ot his divine Spirit upon our Spirits ;----that we

are to ‘“tafte afd {cc that he is good,”----fec with our Eyes,
'hcul with our Ears and handic with our Hards the Worp or LiFE.
And the Murks of this gracions State, this experimeital Knowledge
and vita! Religion will be menifefted, not in loud and lofty Pre-
tenfions to 1u;n.r1m Knnwledge and Sanctity; but by the caln
Fruits of Love and good Works -—-in Mildnefs, Screnity and
Refignation of the whole Soul to God.

But too many, letting go thtir Hold of the Fore of found INurds,
and fubdlitutinz or miftaking mere mechanical Moticns - the
Fervors of heated hnagination ---for the true and active Signs
of Grace, thofe living Impuifes of God on the Soul, arc eften
carried into the wildeft Extravagances.  Fetching the Marks of
their Rehgion from the Notions of vifionary or mvftical Mca,
dnftead of looking for them in the Life and Gofpel of Chrit},
ey (et their Paifions to work, and at Length 1*uﬁlade or ter-
rifv themfelves into all thofe l‘,xpmze?rc,s' 'nJ Fet’lr,ng , Whicu
pats, in thetr Creed, as the Evidences of Saivation.

Lisyed up By fuch firong Delufions, they think ¢ they have
buile their zldmm ns among the Srars, bave afcended above
the B, and lefe the Sun undcr their Feet;” while they we
frilt but like their Kindred- Meteors, which having.fcarce monnted
to ihe middle Regions are prcupltatcd downwm ds again by their
own grods and uxml Purticles! A Devotion workcd up by Fer-
vor, whatever proceeds from the mere Force of animal Spivits
io of the Earch, carchy; in no Manncer like to that true Spirit of
Regeneration which is ¢f ol Lord from Heaven, and begets the

43

. divine Life in the Souls of Men. “I'Wis true cobeflial Wartuth will

never be extinguithed, bHeinge of an immortal Naau ¢ «ndy when
once vitally feated in the Ht.dn,, it docs not work by hts and
Stares, but expunds el more and more, regulating, puritying
d’]i Lm'.ll Linsgs [hb Jdiote fsvard Mai!
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1t is, indced, of great Importance that we fhouw be ground.
cd in our Principles, and adherc to the Form of found Words, as
my Text direts us----But we mufl not ftand fhill at Principles or
Doftrines, but_ ¢ go onto Perfedion”  Our Faith muft not be
a merc empry Affent to the TruTi, but the HoLpiNG THE TRUTH
iN Love. It is Love that fhews our Faith to be genuine. By
this it muft work, and by this only can God be well plcafed.
For Love flowing from Faith is the Hand-writing of God on the
Heart, Whatever procecds from it will bear his Image and Su-
perjeription. He will know it as his own, and openly acknowledge
as fuch, before Men and Angels, at the laft Day.

‘This Frurt of Love is what St. Paul every where holds up
for the Trial of our Faith and Spirits.----* The Fruits of the Spirit
« are Love, Joy, Peace, Long-Suffering, Gentlenefs, Goodnefs,
¢ Mceknefs, . cmperance and the like!” All othcr Marks of
the Soundnefs of our Faith, cxcept thefc Gofpel-Marks, namely
the Fruits of the Spirit, are only a dangerous Miniftration of
Fuel for inflammable Tempers, or of Deftair to thofe of a contra-
ry I'rame.

How think you, Brethren, thall the Brench of a Tree moft
farcly know whether it derives Sap from the Body and Reot? Ts
it by tracing minutely all the Veltels and Canals thro’ which the
Moifture is ever filently flowing? Vhis would be too intricate
a Luabor -But to find itfelf covered with Leaves, Flowers and
Frurr, lcads to a ture Conclufion.

FFar be it from me to quecition what may pals on the inner
Stage of a Man's Hearty or to deny that God, who peivades
and actuates the whole materiar I7orld wich his Goodnefs, thould
not alto delight o induence the duld of Spirits, and to give
Teftimony Lo the Stiile of Men in every ‘Thing well-pleafing to him
This World woere o moft gloomy Scene without the Belief of
God's active Preience and applauding Teftimony.

My ‘Text i+ Love. I wouid not do Violence to my Subjed.
My Dipofition forbids uncharitable Cenfurg----1 would judge
no Man's Heart, nor feek to weaken thofe comfortabl@dVork-
ings or Iiaperiences which any may apprehend there- t I
would warn and exhort all ¢ who think they ftand, to take heed
¢« left they fall.”-- And cfpecially, if they think they have afs
cended high, and tlkip like Rocs on the Mowitains, let them remem-
ber that the greater their Heght, the more will it be necellary
to have all their own Lyes about them,  Let them not Jook
down in Scorn upon thofe who walk humbdly on through the
Iale belowy left thereby they mifs their own Trat, and be pre-
cipitated with the greater Ruin, - Whoever ay think to ¢limb
up to God, and by immediate Vidion or Hlumination to rcud in
hiw effulgert Countcnance their own frecizi Favor, will (ic may
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be teared) find their Wings fcorched, their Wax melted, and
fall down from this toweriny Height of ungrounded Verfuafic -

Safer far, moft furely it is, to difcover the Conformity of our
Souls to God's Will, through the reflcéted Lipht of his written
IWard.  The Lambh s Bosk of Life is a great Myftery, referved for
himf{elf to open at the laft Day.  Who, then, thall think to open
it gmmediately and read its awjul Secrets, cither concerning him-
{clf or others?

All Ages have witnefled numerous Delufions from this Source.
The Ieart of Man is very deceitful, and Evil will often pafs
upon us for Good; even as SATAN, for certain Purpofles, will
fometimes transform himfelf into un ANGEL oF LicuT.

Hence it is that, among Mcn, fpirtual Pride wili affume the
Guife of extraordinary Sanétity; Cenjoriowne(s will pafs for a juft
Reproof of Sin; aloumy Severity for SeriCnefs of Conjcivice; Back-
hisiig and bujy Meddling with the Affairs of others, as a sealons
Concern for their Reformation; our own Prejudices or hafly Conce -
s, as Twprovinents in the Modes of Faiths vain Phantajics tor
aivine Impuifies ; and a Fiercenejs for the particular Shloaleshs of
Porty, as a Zeal for the Ejjentials of Chriflionity!---But, be aflured
that none of thefe ‘I'hings havethe Stamp of JEsus on them. His
Witdom begets and teaches far different Lhings. It is the
modeft, humble, inzenuous, charitable Spirit that denominates
the true Belicver; and whencver we fee any Sect. or Party of

“Men more clofely linked to cach other, by their peculiarities

of Thivking, than the geeat Law of GospeL CuariTy can bind
them to the whale Houfloid of . Fuith,----to all fincere Chriftians----
we may well doubt whether fuch Ties can be of God!

Love and Cood-will to our Pellow-Travellers, through this
Valley of Tears to abetecer Country, as itis above all fpeculative
Points of Belicf, fo it is the truc Mark of our own Lelicf. "lo
multiply Matters of Faithby human Inventions, and to let our Zeal
run out in ‘I'hings of this Nature, is to weaken Charity and to
tempt God, It is to be for ever laying Foundations, ncgleeling
the Superftructure, and forgetteing Sto Paul’s Judgment, thit
concerning fuch Thinas we trouble net the Brethren.

We fhould all be Workers together in building up the Body
o Clriff's Clurch, But what Sortof Building muft that be where
the Hearts and ‘Tongues of the Builders are at Variance with cach
other? Where therc is no Unity of Defign, but Envyings, Strifcs
and Confufions among the Workmen? Where fome Mcmbers
will attach themfelves immoderately to foine pasticulur Points of
Yaith or Doftrine; where they will not bear the whole LTruth,
nor fully ponder the Form of Jound Words; where they are full ot

enfure and Bltternely; pronouncing even their Inftructors dg-
norant of carnsl, who labor with all Confcience to lny bc;&.»;’c;
¢
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them thu ol ﬁ"uunfcl of God; and defert their flated Ordinances,

following after cunningly devtfed Fubles, and leaping to themfelves
LTeachers having itching Ears ?

Can this be the truc Fruits of the Spirit, or tend to the Edi.
fication, or building up the Body of Chrift's Church? I would
{peak with great Love, but with great Plainnefs too---"T'his may
build up the WaLLs oF A Bager, but cannot rear up the WarLs
oF JERUSALEM, which is to be a Gity of Peace, at Unity within
itfclf,

Unbclicvers, too, reccive great Triumph at this, In vain do
“we tell them that ¢ our Religion is divine and worthy of all
¢« Acceptation.” Their Anfwer is at Hand--~¢* If you would
¢ be called the Difciples of Chrift, thew us that you have the
¢ Spirit of Chrift dwelling in you. Shcew us the Divinity of your
““ Religion by its Influence on your Iives. Firft be agreed
“ among yourf{clves - sat your Religion is, before you prefs it

“ for our Acceptance. Were it truly divine, it would be fo .

«

clear and explicit as not to be cafily miftaken by an honctt
«

Enquircr, nor to admit of the lcaft Centroverfy in Points o!
¢ Yaith. Would a Religion from God kindle the Wild-Fire of
¢ unhallowed Zcul, or banchfy W ath, and Railings, and Perfecu-

““ tivns, and Frauds, and Perjurics, and ¢ven Murders to do God
““ Service?”

‘Thefe Churges, Brethren, have had their Anfweis, For from
the Aimfe againtt the Ufe there is no Conclufion.  But the moft
fowerful dnfwer vould be in eur mvn Lives as CHRISTIANS; bring-
ing our Religion down from our Heads to our Hearts, and fol-

lmvm r that dwmc Luw of Love, which is the very Spirit of the
GO&PEL! «

What need I fpend more of your ‘Time in applying the Doc-
trinc of my ‘Text to the prefent Occafion of our Meeting ?--5-
an Qccafion ({ will only ddd) on which if you could be mdul -
ed to heur the Voice of an Apofle or Ldugel from God, he would
preqck to you----Lovie AND Uniry!

Confider that you are Members of @ Cuurern,y which is acknow-
fedged by all the Chriftian World to teach the Doérine of the
(1()1[)L| and to Lold fuft the cvrm of found Words, the Faith onc:
delivered to the Saints---1 Church which has given to the World
a long and illuftrious Lift of eminent Divines, pious Preachers

and even glorious Confeflors and Murtyrs for the Truth as it is
in Jusus,

.tl
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But in this Country, at prefent {uch is her State, that fhe
call~ for the pious Affiftance and unite Support of all her
truc Sons, and of the Friends of Chriftianity in gencral.  Be-
fides 2 Famine of the preached Word, her found Datrines-are de
ferted by many, who “ turn away their Ears from theT'ruth” as
taught by her, and heap to themfelves Teachers as deferibed in
the Text. But lct us leave all fuch to God and their own Con-
wciences----If they have but weighed Matters ferioully, and have
not fuffered themfeives to be impofed upon by cunuingly devifed
Ialles----they have a Right to foliow St. Paul's Advice and to be
perfuaded in their own Mind. If the KiNnaDoM oF lesus be pro-
moted, by whatfoever Means and Inftruments, let us with the
fanfe Apoftle have jov thereing Some, fays he preach Chritt
even of Envy and Strire, fuppofing to add Affitions to my
Bonds----Notwithftanding this, every Way, whower in Pretence
or ‘Truth, CHRIST Is preacuED; and therein do I rejoice, yea,
and will r¢joice.----As to thole who profots st toof pofe vur < iuren,
but to be Feillow-Workers with us in the fame great Caufe, nay, to
go beyond us in all godly Zeal and Holinels-- -let us be rourtd
by their Example and pray them Godyjpeed. A Time will come
when whatever is intemperate and new-fangled in Religion w il
be done away, or loft and fwallowed up in Chriffian Charity ;
and {.of¢c who [uave been toffed upon the Ocean of Deoubt and
Uncertaintyy will again feek for Reft and Comfort in the Bofoum
of the true%hurch of Chrift,

It is not from fuch that our Clhurch rezcives her chicf Wounds.
It is from the Luke-warmnefs and growing Indiffercnce of her
cwn profelfed Members----who are fupplicd with the Werd and
~ Dodtrine, but know not how to value the Things that belong to
-our Peacc until they arc now almoft bid from our Eyes ! Any Tx-
cufc of Weather, any worldly Avocation of Pleafure or Preiir,
any hafty Grudge or Prcjudice againft the Minifters of Religion,
will induce m: any to ncgleét the Worthip of their great Creator.
Too many more arc {poiled or flaggered in their Faith by what
i$ cailed the free and Phdryophzc, but more truly, the loofe and
libertine Principles of the prefent Day, Many others, from a
{cliith and niggardly Spirit, or from a Diflipation of thcar Sub-
ftance in Luxury and lntc"npcrance will not, or cannot, yield
the Mite which is ncceffary for fupporting the Ordinances of
Retigion.  ‘Thus they become athamed to appear in the Place of
God's Worthip, leaving the Burden of all upon a few, whofe
Con‘cience and the awful Dread of an Account to be given here-
after, will not fuffer them to defert their Mafter's Gofpel, to
renounce their Baptim, and tr amplc under Foot the Blood of the

Covenaut wherewith they are fantificd

Hence
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Hence Religlon qaourns, and the Houfes and Altars of God, |

erected by the faty of our Forefathers, are deferted and running
into Rain. The ‘Tempefts beat and the Winds hawd.thro’ ¥

shattered Roofs and mouldering Walls of our glaces of Wor- |
fhip “whilc our Burying-Grounds and Church-Yards, the Graves,

thc Monumenis, and the Bones of our Fathers, Mothers, Bro-
thers, Sifters, Children, and Friends, are lefr open and unpro-
teted from the Beafts of the Field; as if all our Care was only

to fucceed to the Honors, the Eftates and Places of Emolument

which belonged to our Friends and Anceftors, without any Re-
gard to their Memories or venerable Athes!

In the late Times of War, Diftrefs and Confufion, tiicremight
be fome Plea for this Reproach of onr Chriflian Name; but now,
vrith the blefled Profpeéts of Peace, L.beiy, Safety, and future

Prcfperity before us, T truft this Reproach will be fpecdily done {
away ; to which nothing can fo eminently contribute as Love and

Union among ourfelves. joined to a rational and enlihtened
Zcal and public Spirft  For, in all our Purfuits, we muft reft at
plain and pralical Points at laft, which arc few in Number, and
in ReLigrow come to iittle more than Solomon found viz. that
¢ the Fear of God and keeping his Commandments is the whole
“ Duty of Man;"” or, in all the Sciences, what another wife
Man found as the Sum of his Enquiries----that
L]

TEMperANCE is the beft PAysic,
PATIENCE the oeft Law,
Cuarity the beft DiviniTy!

O Heaven-born CrariTy! what excellent Things sre fpoken
of thee! What a tranfcendent Rank was afligned,ghes, when
the Saviour of the World gave thee as the Badge of his holy
Religion; and his infpircd Apeflles enthroned Thee as the Queen
of all Chriftian Virtues, declaring that ncither the Maityt’s
Zcal, the Self-deniul of the Saint, nor all Languages, ror all
Knowledge, nor any Virtue befides, would profit the Man auy
‘thing who is unadarned wich thy fwcet ceeleftial Garb.  Chritt
himfelf vouchfafed to wear thee as his own Garb on Earth, and
il we expect to be benefited by his Death, it. muft be by follow-
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ing that great Law of Love, which he enforced with his laft

W :_.»rf..is(.‘ A‘H other Virtues fhall have their Completion, and be
ot no Sevice to us beyond our Pilgrimage on this Earth, Dut
Charity (hou fhalt endure for cverl----Lven as fome majettic
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River, when it comes to mix its Streams with its Par st @le
needs no fuither Supply from the feanty Rills, amc
Fountains which Howad in its Courfe from every MEEnt
Side---50 Charity, which is now fed and nourifhed §y®
Streams ?f If'uit.h and Hope in this lower World, when it%
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to its nacive Heaven fhall have no frrther need of their fcanty
Supply, but fha!l mix and flow for cver undiminithed in the un
bounded Ocean of the Father’s Love,

Wherefore then. Brethren, put on Lhis moft exccllent Gift of
Charity.  ‘L'ry the Faith that is in you by this great Teil----Hold
fatt the I'orm of found Words. the holy Scriptures, the pure
Doétrines, the excelient Forms of Prayer, I’raifu and ‘T'hawkf-
giving, dmwn from Scripture by our Church.-- Hold them faft
in Iaith working by me Take them for your perfeit Rule
and Guide----They will make you wiie unto Salvation----W hat
ever is imagined morc, or beyond Scripture----all that is befide

final Perfettion and Salvation, countit vain and fupcrfluous. Seck
net to be wife ebove what is written, nor cftablith any vain Ima-
ginations of your own for the fure Form of found Words. What
you have received, held faft with a fervent and enhghlcned, but
with a holy and chautaok, Zeal,  Add nothing; diminith no-
thing ; but let this Lamp of God thinc among you till the Day-
Duwn, till the Morning of the Refurrcction, and walk ye in the

| Light of it,.n8¢ kindling any Sparkles ¢f your own to mix with

? lLS pure and hallowed Luftre.
-

i

,i ~Let not your beft State too much e}c ate, nor your worft too

| much dcprefs, you. Whercurto you have attamcd walk; Yet

{ fit not down with Attainments, «but iorgetting what is behind
~prefs fiiil forward, having perfe@ Holincls in your Eyc and Pur-
pole.

| ¢ Remember that Faith without Woris is dead  Remcmber

_ that God commands Works, Grace eftablithes them, Ghrift died

- to confirm them, the Spirit is given to infiuence them; and that

" without a holy, humble and peaceable Life, we annul the Lew,
abufe the Gofpel, trample upon Grace, fruftrate the End of
Chrift's Death, grieve the Spirit, dithunor God, and give the
Lie to our holy Profeflion.” Ii one coming as an Apoftle or as
an Angcl from Heaven were to preach to you any othicr Gofpel
than-you have received, I trutl, you would fay, ot him not be
believed.

»

- Thus, with the Truth in our Heads and Love in our Hearts;

with Zeal and public Spirit; with a Concern for Liberty, civil

- and religious; with Induftry and Economy; with a firi¢t Care

for cbe Education of Youth and their Nurture and Admonition

insthe Fear of the Lord; this American Lcmd fhall become a
great d gloxious bmpxre'«n Y

Tranfported at the Thought, I am born into futurc Days! 1

fce this new World rifing in her Glory, and beheld Beriod fill
. brigit-
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