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3
PsaLwm cxix. g6.

I HAVE 3.%N AN END OF ALL PERFECTION ;
BUT T.Y COMMANDMENT IS EXCEEDING

BROAD.

H IS icaconfeflion which all men will

be fonﬁm?md to make, when they

com:io be prefled by fevere afflition ;
or arc drawing near to their great change. They
wili find reafon to complain equally of the im-
perfection of their own righteoufnefs, compar-
cd with the extent of the divine commardment,
by Thich they fhall be judged ; and of the im-
perfe&ion of all human things, confidered as a
fource of happinefs, which is only to be found

in true religion.

I each of thefe views may the paffage, which
I have
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} have read, be take..—In the firlt place, it may
be a refleCtion made by the facred writer, alter
feeling in his own e perience, and after fecing
tn the life of the greatelt and the belt of men,
the imperfetion of our righieounfnefs, and the
weaknefs of our virtue, when brought into com%
parifon with the extent, and the holindds of the
aw of God. He hid feen them live—he had
feecn them dic—he had fecn their utmoft 1n-
provements in the civine lifc; in goodnefs of
heart, znd fanéity of manncers: yet, O God!
I am conftrained to confefs that thy moft holy
and perfect law extends far beyond whatever 1
have feen in them ; or whatever 1 have been
myfelf ! |

T u » other light in which we may confider
this paflage, arifes from taking the term perfec-
lion here, according to the common ideas of
the world, to imply the profpcrity and the {plen-
~dors of an carthly fortune,

T u = king of Ifrael had tafted, and, when.
ever he pleafed, could command, all the enjoy-
ments that the greateft and the happieft earthly
condition car yield. He was a great prince, he

was
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was a fortunate captain, he was a powerful mo-
narch, and was himfelf the principal ornament
of 2 potfhed court. Surreunded, the greateft
part of his days, with pleafure and with fplen-
dor—would not the world fay, that this is the
perfedtion of human felicity? He himfelf, fe-
duced Ly profperity, once judged with the
world, and {aid that his mountain flosd firong,
and that he fheuld never be meved. But after-
wards afliCtion, concurring with divine grace,
made him wifer; and he faith, < I have feen an
¢ end of all perfection.” T have tafled of all the
¢njovinents that the world affords ; T have tri-
¢d the utmoit they can yield ; and I find that
they are cafily exhaufted, and in the end leave
the unfatisfied foul to reach after'a happinefs
which they do not contain. In their beft ftate
their pains, their difgufts, their difappointxﬁen,ts,»
arc even more than their pleafures. But, were
they infinitely betser than they are, they cannot
endure, and they are fo uncertain and tranfito-
ry in their nature, that a man muft be both
foolifh and wicked, to make them his chief-good.
We daily fee, in the afflitions, or the death of
thofe whohave been moft fortunate ancihappy in
the world, the cad of all buman perfection. < But
' cc {hy




“thy commandment isexceeding broad.””* That

18, the word . f God ; or, that fyftem of religion,
which is contained in the boly feriptures, is a trea-

Sure of unfpeakable and inexbauftible happinef; ;1
in oppofition to the world that is deceiving,
uncertain, miferable, and full of imperfellion.
And, efpecially, in thofe numerous aflliGtions
~that are ever rifing out of it, religion affords

the only true and effetual confolation. It is
not improbable that the holy writer made this
refle&ion

-

* Thc original may be tranflated — is of unlimited ex-
rent.”

1 That this is not a forced interpretation, becomes pro-
bable when we confider the meaning of thefe phrafes the
Janw, the commandment, the teflimonies of God, re.
throughotit this pfalm, in which they are ufed indifcrimi-
nately for caci. other, and generally fignify the whole award
of God, ot \hat fyftem of religion which is contained in it,
with all its hopes, its duties, and its promifes. And feveral
verfes 1mmed1ately preceding :ne text give great counte-
nance to this view of the fubia¢t: ¢ Unlefs thy law had
« beécn my delight, I thould - slien have perithed in my affic-
“tion.” v. g2d. ¢ The wiciked w:'red for me to deftrov
“ me; but I will confider thv tefticres.” v. ggth, And
them, in the fame ftrain, imune Jiately adds, 1 have feen
s an end of all perfection, but thy commur. dinent is exceed-
“ ing broad.” In this view perhaps the meaning of the paf-
fage is not only, in general, ti.at religion is the fource of real
and lafting happinefs in oppofition to the world that falfely
pretends to be {o; but, particulerly, that in afliction, whxch
moft vifibly thews the ¢ end of its perfection” that is, its
utter unperfe&xon and which therefore robs us of our hap-
pinefs in it, rchglon affords the only proper and fufficient

confolation.
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refletion while he was yet fore from fome great
and recent calamity, and that he defigiis 1o fig-
nify, that although he is forfaken of his earthly
comforts; yet he is fure of finding a perfett and
unfhaken happinefs in the Word, and command-
ment of God, which is exceeding broad, and
comprehends aun infinite fource of confolation,
in the do&rines which it teaches ; in the joys
with which it fills the heart; and in its pro-
mifes, and its eternal hopes.

I wirr apply this fubje& to the prefent
mournful occafion, and endeavour to anfwer
the pious intentions of that good lady who fug-
gefted it, by fhortly illuftrating it in cach of
thefe views.

Ift. Ir we take it inthe "irmer view, in which
it 1s generally underftood by divines, it contains
one of the moft important, and fundamental
dotrines of the chriftian religion. For on the
weaknefs of human virtue, and the imperfec-
tion of human obedience compared with the
holinefs, and the extent of the law of God, is
tounded the neceflity of the Redeemer’s facri-
fice, and of the righteoufnefs of the gofpel. If

man
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nan were perfed, or ‘n this fallen flate werc
capable of being {o, Cirift would have ¢ djed

> Whesefore 4 Saviour, if man be

‘¢ in vain.’
able, in his own perfon, to fulfil the precept
of the divine law, or to anfwer the chabing of
divine juftice? Muft it not arife {rom an unwor-
thy idea of the holincls and perfedtion of the
nature, and of the commandment of God, that
writers are fometimes heard to extol +he

cacy and the merit of the imperfect obedience
of an offending worm of dut ? "This fentiment,
at once the offspring and the nurle, of felf-flat-
tery, can arife in the mind, only when God is
out of view, or his glory ismot underftood. A
true penitent, on the other hand, confiders that
¢¢ the Heavens are not clean inhis fight®-.-¢how
¢ much lefs fhould man be pure, whole foun-
¢ dation is in the duft,” and who defcends an
impure ftream from a corrupted fource ? -One
of the wifelt and the be® of men hath faid,
¢¢ if thou Lord fhould’ft mark iniquity, O Lord !
¢¢ who fhall ftand > And what are we, my
brethren, that twethould boaft a merit to which
the moft eminent /aints have not dared to lay
in a claim? A juft fenfe of the power and ma-
jefty of the infinite Creator, fuch as may be

derived
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sved merely from contemplating the works
oi nature, will overwhelm the mind, and teach
us that, as worms of the duft, we can demand
noth ..g from him on the fcore of merit; and,
that we can have no reafonable hope which is
not tounded on his compaflion, or, merely on
the general goodnefs of his nature, that is often
kind to the unthankful and unworthy. ¢ Wkhen
“1 confider the Heavens which thou haft or-
¢ dained ; the moon and the ftars which thy
“ fingrers have framed ; Lord ! what is man that
¢ thou art mindtul of him, or the fon of man,
¢ that thou vifitelt him #” But when we con-
fidev th¢ halinef: and the juftice of his nature, as
thev are revealed to us by his word ; and efpe-
cially, as they are feen in the crofs of Chrift,
the great theatre of their exercife in this world—
wheh we confider the purity and the extent of
his /azc, which ¢ is exceeding broad;” and
with it compare our words and our actions,
the thoughts, the purpoles, and the aftections
of our hearts well examined and impartially
brought to the bar—what a contrait of Glory,
and ot vilenefs ! of holinefs, and of {in! of un-
created perfection, and of created imperfeétion !
Under the proper and the deep impreffion of

B thefl=
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“

thele views, on what (hall we tound our hope
of falvation?  On his eqguiiy to our virtues, or on
his pity for our miferics € On s jugice to our
ricrits, or on his free ¢ grace through the re-
« dewption that is in Clvift Jefus i On lus
grace withouwt doubt—"The humbled penitent,
confcious of himfelf, and of hiis God, will think
that he can never fulliciently condenin his own
vilenefs and mgratitude 5 nor fulliciently exalt
the obligations which he owes to Lis Creator’s
mercy.— [ have fecen an end of all perfecti-

”»

¢« on.”” I have feen the utmoft that human o-
bedicnee can do—T have feen the goodnefs of
man carried to its greateft height in this world
vet I fee it mingled with many fraikice and nn-
perfeétions which aride more from the corrusii-
on, than the wealngfs of our nature——nay, its
weaknels ’P“‘ ¢s from 1tz corruption. ¢ Rut
“ thy commoramant 13 exceeding broad.” It
not only exvends to all our actions, but it reachs
cth to cvery thounht, to every purpofe and piin.
e of our condudct. It obligeth us, not enly
oa certam marked and folemn occalions, but
cqually at every moment.  Let a man lay his
band upon his Leart; and can he appeal to that

law
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law by which he fhall be judged, and to tha
God who fhall be his judae, that he is free from

\

fin >—that he hath not oflended in many a&i-
ons r—that many alions, otherwife fair and
good, are not condemned by their motives ?—
and that, at innumerable times, a vain, an idle,
and a foolifh heart hath not led him aftray? The
commandments of God are cxceeding broad : and
whoever examines them fairly, dnd with them
compares himfelf; will find them fo extenfive
tm their obligation, and fo holy in their precept,
as to conftrain him to feck, from the grace and
the Spirit of God, the affiftance neceffary to o-
bey them; and, after his beft obedience, to feck,
in the righteoufnefs and facrifice of the Lord Je-
fus Chrift, the proper merit and purchafe of his
falvation. My brethren, the obfequies in which
we are engaged, ought to remind us how in-
terefting thefe truths will be found to be inthe
hour of death.  'When our relation to this workd
18 diflolving—when all that is terrible in death
is before the foul, and eternity is opening up-
on our view ; with what concern muft we be
filled about our future ftate ? how anxious muft

we be to know on what foundation we may reft

our cternal hopes? This change cannot be made
with



( 12 >
with indifferenre=2it i of ton much confe-
quence. And b: ceuie fo much depends upon i,
i€ ruind 1s not eafily fatisficd in her inquiries.
St pecomes quick-fighted to her own faults,
and difcovers mnumecrable errors, weaknefles,
and fins, and innumerable impertections in her
beft duties, which, during health and life, while
the necaifity of felf-inquiry was lefs urgent, e-
icaped without notice, or elcaped wiih appro-
bation.—As fhe approaches nearer to God, he
appears more hely, and more juft-—as the ap-
rroaches nearer to her laft judgment, his law
appears more pure, more extenfivegand more
awful. It is then that, weakeft in herfelf, fhe
beft difcerns the value of the great Redeemer ;
and that, moft confcious of her own unworthi-
nefs, his righteoulnefs appears to be the moft
precious. Believe it, my brethren, when the
world is forfaking us, and our final deftiny is
going to be decided by the lips of eternal truth
and juftice ; the only furc, and comfortable
foundation upon which we can reft our hope of
life, isthe Lord Fefus Chrift, wholc dying me-
rits have fatisfied divine jultice, and opened
the gates of Heaven ; and whofe grace, fancti-
fying the heart, hath made us fit for its poffefii-
on,
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on, and intitles us to its promife. It is a great
confirmation of this truth that {o many wife and
cood men have, in their laft moments, added
to it their dying teftimony, Iave confefled
their owon unworthingfs and their confidence in
his grace—have confefled that they were no-
1hing, and that ¢ be is all in all ;> and have
¢ dcfired to be found in him, not having on their
¢« own righteoufnefs which is of the law, but
¢ that which is by the faith of Chrift, the righ.
¢¢ teoufnefs which is of God by faith.”” This
day adds another example to all the former, in
aman, who, whatever was the fairnefs and up-
rightnefs of his life, which was tried in many
{ituations ; whatever was his wifdom and know-
ledge, for which he was long diftinguithed
among you, yet, confefled that his goodnefs
was not to be mentioned before that God wha
¢ chargeth his angels with folly ;* that it never
could be confidered as the purchafe of thofe
immortal hopes which tie chriftian religion of-
fers to our faith ; and that his expectation, in
death, was in the grace of Jefus Chrift his Lord,
In fuch examples, we fee the end of the utmoft

perfetion of human virtue—Iow little is it ta
be
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Be Boafted in, if they have not ventured to boaft
w it ! And how cxceeding broad are thy com-
mardments, O God ! how extenfive, and how
holy is their obligation, if even the fingular pi-
ety of thy dying faints is conftrained tv confefs
ts own mnperfection, and to repole its hope in
the mercy and the merit of thy eternal Son !

- II'v. TF we take this fubjeét in the fecond
view which has been mentioned, it implies, 1it.
a refle@tion upon the vanity and the tranﬁtdry
matoed of every fource of earthly happinefs ; and,
241 3 confeflion that revealed religion, as it fur-
nifhes to a realonable and immortal mind, the
moft real and durable pleafures; fo, particu-
larly, it poffefles thofe hopes and reflc&ione
which are beft fitted to alleviate, and to con-
fole us in, the great and hezvy atilictions of life.

1ft. T u E vanity of the world, a: ajource of

happinefs, hath becn obferved, in all ages, by

the moral writers. It was, indeed, impoflible

not to obferve it, filled as it is with difcontents,

and wants, and fufferings. It is, however, a

fubject fo trite, and fo obvious to experience
that
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that it is much cafier to fay a great dca! nipon
it, than to fay any thir g thatis new, and there-
fore capable of ftriking the thsught. But whate
ever is wanting in the fubjetl, or in the fpeak-
er, is fupplied by the occafion. That melan-
choly obju@ before your eyes, thofe emblems
of death, and the tears of {o many afflitted
mourners, how ftrongly, and how movingly de
they preach this truth to the heart! Death is
forever teaching leflons of the fame kind to the
world, in the different little circles into which
mankind are divided ; but he feldom proclaims -
it with fuch a loud and general voice as he does
at prefent; becaufe, there are few fuch men to
die. In the death of the great, the fortumnate;
and the wife, we perceive the real value of
worldly enjoyments in their moft exalted ftats.

I A not now to expofe to you the low and
grovelling nature of fenfual pleafures ; the eter-
nal chagrins and difappointments that attend the
purfuit of them ; and the innumerable evils that
render the world, in its beft ftate, but an un-
eafy and a miferable portion. Ithall confine my-
fclf to a fcw reflections on its uncertain and tran-

fitory
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fitory nature, and on the afli®ions that often
tefult from thtncc, which fuch inft ances as thé
prefent, fet n 2 {trong, and an affeting light.

* I the death of our cotemporaries we have
a lively view of the fhort and precarious durati:
on of carthly things; becaufe, it afte@s the
fenfe. Inthe death, or the afli&ions of thofe
who have been fuccefsful in the world, we {ce
the falfehood of the pretences by which it at:
taches mankind to it astheirhappinefs ; becaufe,
if it cannot make its faveuritzs happy, and fe-
cure to them their felicity, all others muft be
miferable. Thefe are obvious refletions ; they
are refleftions that are a thoufand times made,
and forgotten—their familiarity makes them
pafs fronf the mind without fruit. But now,
when they are verified and enlivened by fuch
an example of the frailty of human life, and
of human perfection, let us make them pro-
duttive by rcmembcring how foon thofe, who
moft forget thefe truths in the hour of ful-
nefs and enjoyment, will be conftrained, by
thux‘ own affli&ions, or by the approach of the
Lmv of terrors, to fay, ¢ I have fcen an cend of

« all perfedtion.”  What thoueh vou ch to
a.(.‘l‘lOl\- .
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honour ? what tho’ you live in pleafure and abua-
dance! It is enjoyed but 2 moment; and in a
moment it perithes forever !—If fuch is the fate
of the lords of the earth, and of thofc who once
poflefled its fplendors and its power, how much
more will it be {o of the common crond of man.
kind? Look back thro’ the hiftory of paft ages,
and afk, where are the men who then filled the
world with their fame ? Where are the con-
querors who fubdued the earth ? Where are
the wife who fpread the empire of fcience,-
wherever the conquerors fpread the dominion
of the fword? Where are the eloquent tongnes
who ruled, with fo much glory, the r nublics of
Athens and of Rome? Where are the great
legiflators who eftablithed and governed the na-
tions of the ancient world? Nay, where are
thofe nations themfelves ? Andthen afk, in how
fhort a time fhall our pofterity, in like manner,
fcarch for us and we fhall not be found? They
fhall tread over our filent and infenfible duft, as
we do over that of our anceftors! How doth it
ftrip the falfe colouring from human greatnefs ?
What a piture doth it exhibit of the weaknefs
and the tranfitory nature of mortal things, in

tizeir beft condition ! Behold, my brethren, be-
c - fore
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fore your eyes a2 moft fenfible and affeéting pic-
ture of the fame truth, inthe remains of a man
who hath been long among the foremoft of his
country for power, for wifdom, and for fortune ;
whofe eloquence only wanted a theatre like A-
thens, to have rivalled the Greek and the Roman
fame ; and who, if what honours this young
country can beftow, if many and great per-
fonal talents could fave man from the grave,
would not thus have been lamented heére by
you. Behold there ¢ the end of all perfection !’
And let the view create within you the wife and
pipus refolution of feeking for your portion be-
yond the grave, where it will not be liable to
the changes and the waftes of time!

F r oM the tranfitory and uncertain condi.
tion of thefe mortal goods, many afflictions flow
to mankind. Human life is flled with forrow ;
rot only becaufe the pleafures of the world fa-
tigue and difguft the mind in their enjoyment,
and difappoint it in their purfuit ; but {till more,
becaufe it attacks us with many dire¢t and im-
mediate pains ; and its precarioufnefs and mu-
tability expofe us, by being robbed of whate-
ver we efteemed moft perfecf, and moft dear

n
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in it, to have the heart torn by more bitter and
cruel griefs, than if we never had been happy.
And how often in the prefent ftate, in which,
if we confider ourfelvesmndependently of religi-
on, we feem to be born juft to De miferable and
to die ; do our griefs follow one another 1n fuch
quick and terrible fucceflion, that we are ftill
bleeding from the laft, when the heart is open-
ed by a new wound? This day affords us an
example of one of the ievereft miferies that are
incident to mankind. ‘L'hat concern which is -
vifible on the countcnance of this affembly,
fhews how much you take part in the diftrefles
of others, and, in them, are convinced of the
vanity of human things. Thofe efpecially muft
be perfuaded of this truth whofe intereft in the
deceafed, whom thev moft tenderly loved and
honoured, renders their hearts more open to
the impreflions of grief, and to thofe leflons of
religion which afllition conveys: and above
the reft, the partner of all his joys and cares in
life. Overwhelmed with a’bcrcavmcnt that can
never be repaired to her with any thing that is
human; a mind enlightencd by religion, affift-

cd by a fenfible heart, enables her to fee the end
of all perfection. A fubje& that hath been fami-
| liar
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liar to her thoughts, during this long and pain-
ful illnefs, which fhe hath nurfed and alleviared
.with an afliduity and tendernefs which is truly
a model of conjugal affetion. It is probable
that the recent experience of fome fevere cala-
mity drew from the facred writer this reflection
upon the emptinefs and vanity of the world.
Being robbed of that treafure in it upon which
he had chiefly fet his heart, and his faireft hopes
being blafted, he gave up his profpeéts from it ;
and henceforth all its happinefs with regard to
him was ended—be had feen an end of all perfelli-
on in it—But in his God, and in religion, he
found that confolation in his afli¢tion which the
world could not afford — for thy commandment is
exceeding broad, and is an infinite fource of com-
fort and of happinefs, when all things elfe have
failed.—An extreme calamity, and fimilar pi-
ous reflections to thofe which fupported his
mind, have fuggeflted the {fubjelt of this dif-
courfe to that afiligted lady* with whofe griet
we all fympathize. She looks at the world with
other eyes than fhe did, not long fince, when

‘all things were profperous and happy about her.
An

¥ This fubje@ was chofen 2t the requeft of Mis.
Stockton.



(21 )
An univerfal gloom overfpreads the fcenes of
her former delight.  She {ees herfelf widowed,
and deprived of what was the deareft to her in
life ; and of what, indced, gave the world its
principal charms when fhe was moft happy in
it. Perhaps, fhe is ready to fay ¢ I fhall never
¢ more {ce good in the land of the living !”’—
¢ 1 have feen an end of all perfetion’ here !—
But this calamity, fevere as it is, may be pro-
duétive of a blefled fruit, if, feparating her af-
fetions more from the uncertain and deceiving .
pleafures of the world, it attaches them folely
to religion, and to the ineffable cbnfolations that
{pring trom tue commandments of God.—And to
his beloved children let me fay that you cannot
have a more true and expreflive image of the
vanty and imperfetion of human things, than
whilc you are weeping round that clay which is
ftill dear to you. O let the prcciaus and life-
lels remains of a father perfuade you, as his liv-
ing tongue once did, to feek your portion, and
to place your happinefs, not in the world that is
fading and unfubftantial, but in religion whofe
pleafures are perfe&, and whofe hopes are eter-
nal. Make the fame improvement of aflliGtion
which was made by this religious prince ; angd
derive
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derive your comforts under it from the fame
fource. For,

IIM s ¢« Ty E commandment of God is exe
¢¢ ceeding broad,” and the confolation which

it affords in adverfity is great and inexhaufti-
ble.

I Mm16u T take this part of my fubject in a
large and general view, and confider religion
as offering to us a perfeét and durable happi-
nefs, in oppofition to the world which is vain
and tranfitory end full of imperfe@ion. But as
religion ftands here oppofed to afHictions which,
while they fet the things of time in their true
light, would overwhelm the mind unlels the
were fupported by therefletions and the hopes
that it yields to a true believer ; I fhall at pre-
fent, confider the commandment of God in this
fingle view, as affording: thofc confiderations
which are beft able to alleviate affliction and to
confole us under it. And indeed under great
and prefling calamities, like the prefent, reli-
gion affords the only certain and real confola-
tion. Shall we look into ourfelves for relief un-

der them? Itis our own frailty that gives them
the
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the power to afli¢t us-—fhail we look to the
world ? Its vanity and mutability make it the o-
rigin, inftead of being the cure of our mife-
rics—/hall we look to philofophy and reafon ?
Every topic that they contain hath been exhauft-
ed, for this purpoie, by the ancient philofo-
phers and matfters of reafon ; but they have been
found to be too uncertain in their determinati-
ons, and too doubtful in their hopes. It would
be hard to fuffer, if fuffering were to be the
only compenfation for our patience. It would °
be hard, on thefe terms, in order to break the
force of fuffering, to wean our affeftions from
the world, if religion offered no reward to ba-
lance the lofs ; fince we find, -by experience,
that the lofs of the world is ablasto create us {o
much mifery. Patience and refignation muft
be founded on better views and hopes of things.
Thefe hopes and views are to be derived chief-
lv from the Word of God ; and are fuch as may
enable a chriftian, not only to bear adverfity
* with fubmiflion, but even to mingle along with
its bitter waters, many rich ftreams of comfort
_and delight.

1. IN the firft place, we find in that belief
| of
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of God, and of his previdence over the world,
which is taught us by religion, a great allevia-
tion of all our affliGtions. The foul, confcious
of his fovereign dominion, and of his right to
difpofe, as he pleafeth, of the things which he
hath created, is eaftly reconciled to the feverity
of its lot : efpecially, when we know that this
r'rght will never be exercifed, but with wifdom
and*with goodnefs. It falls down in his pre-
fé'ncc,‘;and, abforbed in the grandeur of his in-
fimite power, and in the uitfearchable wifdomof
his ways, complaint ts dumb before him. Right,
and po‘wef, and zlory in the Ruler of the world,
if thefe confiderationg do not abfolutely conci-
Hate the mind with fufferings, they make it re-
volt lefs agaif® them, and even endure them
with patience.

A N p becaufe we beheve that his dominion
is the government of perfet reafon, altho’ we
may not always be able to difcern the cauics
and the ends of his difpenfations; yet, being
affured that they are ordained by infinite wif-
dom, they come, on that account, not with-
out their confolation to 2 good man whofe heart
is fubdued to wifdom and reafon by divine

grace. A
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A 1 uwmBLE chriftian will find, in the su/s
tice of the divine government, another allevia-
tion of his affliCtions. He 1is able to bear the
exercife of its fevere and awful rights, becauley
he believes it to be ju/2. While he confefles his
fins he is aftonifhed at the divine patience ; and,
in the ingenuoufnefs of his heart, confidering -
his fufferings as lefs than he deferves, he views
them as a fpecies of mercies ; becaufe, they.
might have been more fevere. The mind is fa
taken, up in the jufice of the punifhment, that °
the punifbment. itfelf is in fome meafure forgot.
ten. There is even a fecret fatisfation in fee-
g the fins which we deteft, and which profpe.
rity, perhaps, had rendered dangerous to us,
meet with fome juft correfion; as if, by fuf.
fering cheerfully, we ourfelves chaftifed theig
folly, or could make any reparation to the in-
jured glory of our Maker.

W k derive, likewife, a rich confolation from
that view which religion exhibits of the good-
nefs and mercy of the divine providence, even
in its fevereft difpenfations. When we believe
that ¢ it is of the Lord’s mercies that we are

¢ not confumed’’—how fweet 1s that paternal
D coodnefs
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goodnefs which correts us only for our own
advantage ! The effufions of a grateful heart
in fome meafure drown the fenfations ol grief
and every calamity appears light that is {fhort
of the extremet fuflerings.  But the goodnefs
of the providence of God in our aflliftions ex-
tends much farther. They are not always to
be viewed as punifhments ; they are oftenr the
effeéts of his mercy. For ¢ to thofe who love
¢ God, who are the called according to his pur-
¢ pofe,” that is, to every fincere chriftian, ¢ all
¢¢ things fhall work together for their good.”
In all that they enjoy or fuffer, D' intends ul-
timately their intereft and their happinefs. 1If
adverfity overtakes them in their courfe, it is be-
caufe adverfity, at that time, is better adapted
than profperity to the general end of their happi-
nefs. For fuch is human nature, that it is o-
bliged to be led through the road of fuffering
to its perfection and glory. We are not to
judge, like the friends of Job, that he hath
abandoned thofe on whom his providence feems
to frown. Often it is the fymptom of being the
moft favoured and the moft beloved. ¢ God,*’
like an indulgent parent ¢ chaftifeth,”” for their

benefit ¢ every fon whom he receiveth.,”  And
tho’
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tho’ ¢ no afllition, for the prefent, be joyous bue
‘ grievous ; yet afterwards it worketi: the peace-
¢ able fruits of repentance.”” On fome occafi-
ons, it may not be without a relation even to
our temporal interefts ; but, its principal tenden-
cy evidently is to promote the interefts that are
future and eternal.  And fince the great defti-
nation of our being lies beyond this life, is it
not a fruit of the divine goodnefs to wean us
from our attachments to prefent things, which
too much loved, are dangerous temptations, by
embittering them to our tafl - ?—Shall we fay
that the means are fevere? Surely not—for
where the object is fo rinportant as our fa!v_atviv_-
on—where the danger of lofing it is fo great;;
and that danger chiefly arifes from a profperous
world fmiling on indulged appetite, thofe means
are the moft gracious, although they may feem
harfh, that moft effectually difcover to us the
vanity of every pleafure, and of every hope, that
1s not founded on religion. When therefore,
we confider the end which God hath in view in
the afflitions of his children—or although"we
cannot always immediately difcern this end in
our own cafe ; yet, if we believe in his merci-
tul providence, and in the gracious promife of
hie
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his werd, which affures us that thefe temporary
ills are ftored with a fecret, a future, and a glo-
tious blefling ; what alacrity will it not give a
real chriftian in bearing all his Father’s will?
He is equally gracious whether he fends profpe-
tity or fuffering ; for ¢ all things are yours,
whethier Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the
“ world, or life, or death, ot things prefcnt,
* or things to come, all are yours, and you are
‘¢¢ Chrift’s, and Chnift is God’s.”>—Here let the
pious mourners, who weep not in rebellion,
but who,- while they fecl all that the tendereft
fenfibility can feel, fubmit to the will of Hea-
¥én, behold in their pofleffion the fum of all fe-
Jicity, in the room of whatever they have loft
on Earth. In this view, patience is not the
‘whole that is reqtirdd of you, you ought ra-
ther to rejoice in affiidtion, fince, to the de-
ceafed, death is no evil, and to you the end of
Horrow is life and happinefs. It leads by fecret
“and unknown ways, in the providence of God,
to a rich and glorious reward.

2. I~ the next place, religion poffefleth ina-
ny dire& and immediate comforts to afluage the

griefs of thofe who bélieve in the grace of God.
| Tur
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T u £ grandeur of divine things is fitted to
occupy, and to inflame the mind, and therr
beauty to ravifh and tranfport it, more than ali
that is grand or beautifu! upon earth. Andjuft
as we fee, in common experience, great plea-
fures obliterate the fenfe of {maller pains ; fo
the trae believer, in the contemplation and the
enjoymc.n‘t of thefe:, perceives a fweetnefs, and
a fund of unfpeakable joy that far overbalances
the afli@tions which arifé from the world. The
‘¢ beauty of holinefs,” the confcious pleafate
of doing our duty, the contemplation of the
divine glory, the fenfe of the Redeemer’s love,
and the fweetnefs and fatisfalion that attend
the exercife of the fame heavenly affe@ion in
our own bi'eaﬂ, all' contribute to retnove dur
griefs, or to mingle with them a glory, and‘a fa-
cred pleafure ; like the fun ‘that diffipates the
vapours of the clouds, or gilds their darknefs
with brightnefs and with beauty. The plea-
fures of religion, in the eftimation of a chrifti-
an, are as much fuperior to the pleafuves antl
the pains of fenfe, as the one exceeds the ‘other

in the grandeur and importance of its obje&ts.
What a delightful refource hath he, then, ‘in

his God and in his duty, againft all the evils
that
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that can befal hiro in lite ? A4 delight that doth

not grow merely from confidering them as ob-
jeCts of contemplation without him.  No, he

>

Jeels their 1mpreflions in his heart, he tu/fe
their {weetnefs, he poflefles an intere/? in them,
he rejoices in ¢hem as his portion and inberi-
fance.  Religion, as it is a delightful fubjedt of
thought and meditation only, aflords a great
reliet in all the forrows that can affeé the mind ;
but when we confider our intere2 and portion in
the ¢ favour” of God ¢ which is life,” and in
the love and the atonement of the great Re-
deemer which gives all the bleflings of falvation
to our pofleflion; it fills the heart and fuch a
folid joy, and is fuch a compenfation for all that
we can fuffer or lofe in this world, that it chang-
es the nature of affli¢tion, and renders it inca-
pable of deftroying the peace and happinefs of
the foul. Doth it pleafe God to take away our
health, and to lay us upon abed of pain? How
little {hall we repineat this,if “Heis the ftrength
¢ of our heart, and our portion forever 2> Doth
‘he threaten, in his providence, to take away
our life 7 - What an infinite comfort is it to have,
in ¢ his favour” and ¢ his loving-kindnefs,”

that life which is liable to none of the changes
- of
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of time, and is beyond the power of the king
cf terrors ! Doth he frown upon our earthly
tortune and blaft the flattering profpets which
we had from the world? Not to mentigon that we
have no right to form fuch expellations from
the world as are capable of rendering us unhappy
by their difappointment, what are thefe fmalland
momentary loffes compared with an intereft ¢ in
¢ the inheritance of the faints in light 2 Hath
he taken from you who mourn the deareft part
of yourfelves ? a beloved hufband ? an indulg-
ent parent ? But is not b¢ who hath given, and
at his pleafure hath taken, thefc dear relations,
in the room of all? A prote€tor, a guardian, a
hufband of the widow, a father of the father-
lefs, an unfpeakable confolation---and to fay all
in one word—a God ?

I~ allli@ion, the exercife of a pious temper,
and of the duties of religion, affords a fweet em-
ployment to the mind that greatly mitigates its
gricf—The very fpirit of fubmiflion, and the
2" of refignation to the divine will, finoly, is
a great foftening of forrow—"The meditations of
God and of divine things, and the hope of our
intereft and portion in them, as they bring a

con-
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confolation to the heart uncqualled by whatever
this world contains, fo they fupport and rcfrelh
the mind in calamity, and take away whatever
1s moft painful from our affliCions.  Afiictions,
indeed, feem peculiarly to difpofe the mind to
tafte the highc/? comforts that religion utiords.
They make it tender, and they make it hum-
ble ; qualities the molt favourable to religious
joy—Awakened and agitated by diftrefs, it is
more fufceptible of impreflion-——and cu: off from
its worldly pleafures, itis left to attach idelf ens
tirely to the higher pleafures of religion.  'Lhus
do our afflitions often aid religion in their own
cure.

4. I~ the laft place, the hope of immorta.
lity affords a rich and unfpeakable confolation
to a real chriftian in all the griefs that can touch
the mind. Without this hope, indeed, life it-
felf would be our mifery, by the continual fears
of lofing it forever. On the othey hand, fuf-
fering will be borne with alacrity, if we believe
that ¢ our light affli¢tion which is but for a mo-
¢ ment worketh for us a far more exceeding
“ and eternal weight of glory.”” What are thefe
momentary pains, if we are continually expect-

mng
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ing when they fhall be fwallowed up in immor-
tality and life? The glory and the nearneis of
this hope fo fills and occupies the mind that their
evils have not time to make a deep 1mprefhion,
or their impreflions only ferve to enliven our
faith, and to inflame our defires of the happi-
nefs of Heaven in which all the troubles of life
fhall ceafe ; and which, at prefent, confoles us
with its hopes in enduring them. How eafily

are infirmity and difeafe to be borne, if we con-
fider them as fhortening our paflage to immor-

tal reft 7 What a confolation is it in the death
of our deareft friends, if we ¢ forrow not as
«¢ thofe who have no hope”’—if we believe that
they ftill live with Chrift, and that God hath fc-
parated them from us, only in a little time to
unite us again forever ¢ How will it enable us
to look Death himfelf in the face with confi-
dence, if we believe that hels about to join us
to all that was moft dear to us upon earth?
And that the terrors of a thort conflict fhall bring:
us ¢¢ to Mount Zion, and to the heavenly Jeru-
¢ falem the city of the living God, to an innu-
¢¢ merable company of Angels, to the general
< affembly of the church of the firft-born who
< are written in Heaven, to God the judge of
T < all,
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¢ all; to the fpirits of jult men made perfet,
¢ and to Jefus the Mediator of the new-cove-
¢ nant P’ Obferve how this bleffed hope en-
couraged the apoftle to expet his change—
¢ For we know that if our carthly houfe of this
¢¢ tabernacle were diffolved, we have a build.
¢ ing of God, an houfe not made with hands
¢ eternal in the Heavens. For we that are n
¢t this tabernacle do groan being burdened ; ot
« for that we would be unclothed, but clothed
¢¢ upon, that mortality might be {wallowed up
¢t of life.”” Death mult have been tegrible to
{hofe who had no hope, or only a douhtful onc;
of a futurc'life s and all the forrows of the pre-
fent, muft have bcen doubled. Death muft be
flill more terrible to thofe who, believing a
future ftate, have no hope of happinefs there.
But the lively faith, and the coinfortable cxpec-
tation of thole alwdes of felicity where every
tear fhall be wiped from every eye, hath a hap-
py influence to wipe out from the mind all the
fqrrows that can affli& a rcal chriftian. And
with regard to our friends who fleep in the
Lord, it adminiftcrs a confolation to our faith
\yhich n,othin'g but the chriftian religion can
yielde Would you wifh them back from thofe
| con-
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confummate pleafures that employ their perfeét
fpirits~~No—-rather pray that yox may be join-
¢d with them in their eternal habitations of peace
and love. Rather imitate their ¢ faith and theit
«¢ paticrice,”” that at length you may come, with
them, ¢ to iniierit the promifes.””—

‘CuirbrEN of hislote! be this efpeci-
ally your prayer and your refolution! Now,
while your hearts, foftened by the impreflions
of a lively grief, feelall the importance of reli-
gion, let it take full poflefion of them, that it
may fit you to follow your departed parent.
And, as the connfels of no other perfon can have
{fo much weight with you as his,you will remem-
ber, and furely you can never forget it, that to
this purpofe he inftru&ed you, and cntreated
you, and prayed for you on his dying bed.
And this counfel he hath left with you as his

firft and richeflt legacy in his laft teltament.*
Can

* An extraét from the beginning of Mr. Stockton’s avé//.

‘““ As my children will have frequent occafion of perufing
this inftrument, and may probably be particularly imprefi-
ed with the latt words of their farher; 1think it proper hegp
not only to fubfcribe to the entire belief of the grcatm
Jeading dodrines of the chriftian religion, fuch as, the bge
ing of a God, the univerfal defe@ion and depravity of hu-
man nature, the divinity of the per/s%, and the complete-
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Can religion preach to you in a more folemn
and interefting manner? And to you madam!
who fuffer the moft upon this occafion, your pi- .
ety will have already fuggefted and improved
every fubjelt of confolation that I have menti-
oned. I would here jult add my ve'« ‘o the
teftimony of your own experience, that in re-
ligion, even under the greatelt trials of life, you
will find the fweeteft and the moft delightful
employment for your thoughts, and for your
heart, till you arrive at the poffeffion of its pro-
mifed and {uture rewards. God hath deprived
your heart of its richeft fource of earthly hap-
pinefs, only that you may entirely devote it to
him. And although you have * feen an end of
< all perfection,”” I doubt not but you will al-
ways find that ¢¢ the commandment of God is
¢¢ exceeding broad,” not only as a law of holi-

nefs, butas a fource of infinite and cternal con-
folations.

My

nefs of the redemprion purchafed by the Bleffed Saviour ;
the neceflity of the operations of the divine {pirit, of divine
faith accompanied with an habitual virtuous life, and the uni-
wipfality of the divine providence ; but alfo in the bowels of
a father s affeétion to exhort and charge them to remember,
that « the fear of God is the beginning of wifdom.”
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M v brethren, fo much has been faid of the
charaler of the deceafed, in the body of this
difcourfe, that the lefs thall beYaid at prefent—
And 1 have need to fay the lefs, becaufe, in his
private life he was perfectly known to you; as
in his publick life he was known to all Ameri-
ca, for the high trufts that he fuftained, and
for his abilities in executing them. It were to
be wiihed, indeed, that this honour had been
paid to his memory, not by one who is only juft
beginning to enter upon the world, but by a -
man wholfe eftablifhed reputation in the repub-
lick of letters would have given dignity to this
folemnity, and authority to whatever he thould
fay. { But I am perfuaded that you will for-
give me, if in the execution of a tafk that hath
devolved upon me by accident, I fail to do
juftice to his charalter; or fail to do it in that
manner in which a man of fcience, and an
eloquent orator ought to be celebrated.

I T was one of his earlieft honours to have
been a fon of this College, and it was one of
the firft honours of this College to have givcn

birth

I Dr. Witherfpoon was attending his duty in Congrefs
at the ume of Mr. Stockton’s death.
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birth to fuch a fon.—After having adorned the
place of his education by his talents, he foon
rofe to the board of its truftees, and hath, ever

fince, been one of its moft diftinguithed pa-
trons.

Y o v v ¢ gentlemen *—Another of the fa-
thers of learning and of eloquence is fone—He
went before you in the fame path in which you
are now treading, and hath fince, long prefid-
ed over, and helped to confirm the footlteps of
thofe who were here labouring up the hill of
fcience and of virtue. While you feel and de-
plore his lofs as a guatdian of yeur ftudies, and
as a model upon which you might form your-
felves for publick life—let the memory of what
he was excite you to emulate his fame—let the
fight of what he 75, teach you that cvery thing
human is marked with imperfe&tion ; and that
in religion alone you will find true honour and
a rcal and durable happincls, when the eclat of
talents and diftin&@ions have ceafed to command
the admiration of the world.

A T the bar he pra&tifed for many years
with
* The Students of the Collcge.
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with unrivalled reputation-and fuccefs.  Strict.
ly upright in his profeflion, he fcorned-to de
fend a caufe that he knew to be unjuft. A friend
to peace and to the happinefs of mankind, he
has often with great pains and attention recon-
ciled contending parties, while he might fairly,
by the rules of his profeflion, have drawn from
their litigation no mnconfiderable profit to him-
felt—Compaflionate to the injured and diftrefl-
ed, he hath often proteted the poor-and help~
lefs widow unrighteoufly robbed of her dower; -
bath heard her with paticnce when mapy weal-
thier clients were waiting ; and hath zealoufly
promoted her intereft without the profpedt. of
reward, unlefs he could prevail to have right
done to her, and to provide for her an eafy cams
petence for the reft of her days. |

E a rL Y in hislife, his mcrits re¢gommended
him to his prince and to his country, under the
late conltitution, who called him to the firlt ho-
nours and trufts of government. In council
he was wife and firm, but always prudent and
moderate. Of this he gave a publick and con-
Ipicuous inftance,almoft underyour own obfery-
ation, when a dangerous infurre@ion, in a neighs

bouring
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bouring county,* had driven the attorneys
from the bar, and feemed to fet the laws at de-
fiance. While all men were divided betwixt
rath or timid counfels, he only with wifdom and
hrmnefs feized the prudent mean, appeafed the
rioters, punifhed the ringlcaders, and reftored
the laws to their regular courfe.

T n E office of a judge of the province was
never filled with more integrity and learning
than it was by him, for feveral years before the
revolution. Since that period he hath reprefent-
ed New-Jerfey with dignity in the Congrefs of
the United States. But a declining health and a
conftitution worn out with appiication and with
fervice obliged him, fhortly after, to retire from
the line of publick duty, and hath at length dif-:
mifled him from the world.

I~ hisprivate life, he was eafy and graceful
in his manners ; in his converfation aftable and
entertaining, and mafter of a fmooth and cle-
gant ftvlz even in his ordinary difcourfe.—As a
man cf letters, he poficfled a fuperior genius
highly cultivated by long and afliduous appli-

cation.

* Nonmouth county in the year 176y,
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cation. His refearches into the principles of
morals and religion were deep and a¢curate, and
his knowledge of the laws of his country exten-
five and profound—Ile was well acquainted
with all the branches of polite learning ; but he
was particularly admired for a flowing and per-
fuafive eloquence by which he long governed id
the courts of juftice.

A's achridtian, you know that, mainy years
a member of this Church, he was not afhamed
of the gofpel of Chrift—Nor could the ridicule
of liccutious wits, nor the example of vice in
power, tempt him to difguifc the profeflion of it,
or to dechine from the pradtice of its virtwes. He
was, however, liberal in his religious principles.
Uenfible, as became a philofopher, of the rights
of private judgment, and of the difference in
opinion that muft neceflarily arife from the va-
ricty of human intelle&ts; he was candid, as
becamme a chriftian, to thofe who differed from
himn, wherc he obferved their pratice marked
with virtue and piety.* But if we follow him

¥ to
* I cannot better uliuftrate this part of his chara&er than

by producing an extratt relutive o it, from among the ad-
vivee which Le leto to bus childica, Aficn reeommending o
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to the lait {cene of his life, and contider him
inder that fevere and tedious diforder which
put-a period to it ; there, the fincerity of his pi-
ety, and the force of religion to fupport the
mind in_the moft terrible confliéts, was chiefly
vifible. : ¥or nearly two years, he bore, with
the utmoft conftancy and patience, a diforder
that makes us tremble only to think of it. 'With

it exquifite pain it preyed upon him, till it
had eaten its way into the paflages by which life

is fuftained:{ yet in the midft of as much as hu-
han nature could endure;, he alwavs difcover-

ed a {ubmiflion to the will of Heaven, and a re-
fignation to his fate that could only flow from

the

them an early ~:.ention to religion, he adds— As Almigh-
ty God has not been pleafed in the Holy Scriptuies, to pre-
feribe any precife mode in which he is to be publickly wor-
fhipped, all contention about 1t generally arifes from want of
knowledge, or want of virtue. I have no particular advice
to leave with my children upon this fubje@, fave only that
they deliberately and con{cientioufly, in the beginning of
life, determine for themfelves with “which denomination of
chriftians they can moft devoutly wdrthip God ; and that,
after fuch determination, they ftatedly adhere to that denc-
mination, without beirg given to change, and without con-
tending againft, or judging others who may think or aé& dif-
ferently in a matter fo immaterial to fubftantial virtue and
piety.”

T The diforder of whi:zh Mr. Stockton died was a cancer
in the neck, and for many mionths the pain was fo extreme

that he could not cnjoy the fnizlleft repofe buc by the help
of anodyne medicines.
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the cxpc&atlon of a better hfe --Slnll L. dtfcan
to Ius damsflick virtues: r T he tears, the afiic,
tions of his family, of his heloved children, and
of a_fpoufe-inconfolable by all other confiderati.
ons, except thofe of ¢ chg-x,ou,. wtneisth‘cm. -And
I am vaﬂli_‘red that the tender 1deas. of hufband
and of father, \\"hi(;h he hath imprefled upon
their hearts, wiil ‘n'cvcr;bs caced,

Such was the man, niy bréthrmﬂ whofe re-
mains now lic before us to teagh us the molk
mtereﬁmg ]cﬂ"ane that mortals have to learn—
the vanity of human thmg»-—-the importance
of eternitv—the holinefs of the divine law—th:
value of religion —the certain and the rapid ap-
proach of death. May the Good Spirit of God
cive thefe truths their proper energy and im-

preflion upon our hearts ? Remember, I be-

feech you, that ghat rigid, infenfible, and life-
~lefs clay is but a picture of what we ourfelves
{hall fhortly be—And that the immortal mind,
which lately inhabited it, is gone but a lttlz
before our own, to her laft account, and her
unchangeable deftiny. Let us be fo convinc-
cd of the folemnity of dying, of the neighbour-
hood ¢f death, and of the perfc&ion of that law

by
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by which we fhall then be judged, that we may
always ftand prcparcd in the righteoufnefs of
the great Rcdccmer, waiting till our change
come !—Let us be fo perfuaded of the vanity of
human things, that we may not inordinately fet
our affe@ions upon goods that will certainly de-
ceive them ; but, that we may feek our happi-
nefs in the ¢ commandment of God,” which
will be aur joy in'profpcrity, our cohfolation in
{orrow, and, when the joys and forrows of time
are ceafed, our eternal life. —-For this purpofe,
Jet us heartily unite our prayers to Almighty

God, through Jefus Chrift our Lord ! Amexn!

- pagp——— -

THE END.
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Mrs. Stockten, whofe poeti&al talents are generally
known, and, whatever Lmay fay in their ja-
vour, will be better judged’ of by the follow i ing
little pieces of compofition, hag fa'uaurm us wztb
a fhort elegy to the memory of ber uzg/brmd , and
a [fudden produllion, 1he effufion of ber beart
while watching by bis bed, which, 1 an per-.
Sfuaded, the publick will not bé dj [pleaﬁd to /ée
at the end of his juneral fermon.

W HY does the fun io ufuat {plender rife” .
To pain, with hated Jight, my aching: cyesx’

Let fable clouds infhraud.-his thining face,’

And murmuring winds re- -echo my diftrefs;

Be Nature’s beauty with fad glooms o’erfpread,.
"To mourn my Lucius number'd with the dead.

Mute is that tongue which liftening fenates charm'd,
Cold is that breaji which every virtue warm d |
Drop faft my tears, and mitigate my woe ;
Un/océ)our/}rmgf, and never ceafe to ﬂofw :

For worth like bis demands this heart-felt grief,

And drops like thefe can orly yield relief. |
O ! greatly honour'd in the liits of fame !

He dignified the judge's, ftatelman’s name !

How ably he difcharg’d each publick truft,

In counfel f.rm, in executing jult,

Can beft be utter’d by his country’s voice,

Whofc approbation juftified their choice.*

* That i, their approbation of the manner in which he ex<
esuted his truft, jultified their choice, which raifed himtoit,
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And now thcir’grat‘cf‘ul" tears fhed round- his hearfe,
A nobler tribute yield, .than loftieft verfe.

, But ah ! lamemed fhade ! thy pnvate life,
(Thy weeping chlldren, thy aﬂh&cd wife

Can teﬁxfy) wis mark’d with every grace
“That.e’et illumin’d or adorn’d’the place

- Of bufband, father, brother, mafier, friend,
And {well thofe forrows new which ne’er fhall end.
.Can we fo-zet how patiently he bore

The various conflits of the Arying hour ;
While mecknefs, fm.',,, and piely yefin'd,

And fteadfalt #ope rais’d his exalted mind

Above the {ufferings of thls mottal Rate, |
And help'd his foul in fmiles to medt ‘Eer tate o

O fatal hour ! feverely felt by me—<- o
The laft of earthly joy my eyes hallifee

The friend, the lover, every tender name

Torn from my heart, the deepeft anguifh claim.
Dropfy?'mj tears, and mitigate m) 'on ;

Unlock your [prings, and mever c»aj} te fiow :

For avorth like bii demands Iiu /;eartfelt gru/

Ard drops like thefe can only yicld rellcf
To me in.vain fhall chearful fpring return,

And tuneful birds falute the parple morn.
Autumn in vain prefent me all Let fores’;

Or fummer court me with her fragrant bowers—
Thoft fragrant bowers were planted by his hand !
And now negicéted and unprun’d muft ftand.,

Ye ftately elms and lofty cedars mourn ! ?
Slow through your avenues you faw him borne, &
The friead who rear’d you, .ever to return, - S

PR . ‘ YL *
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Ye mufes! whom he Jov’d.and cherifh'd too;
Biing from your groves the cyprefs and the yew,
Deck, with unfading wreaths, his fucred tomb,
And fcatter rofes of immortal bloom. o

Goddefs of forrow ! tune each mournful a?rj .
Let all things pay the tributary tear ; |
For aworth like bis demands this beart-felt grief,
And tzars alone can vield & fad relicf.

Morven, March gth, 1731.

A fudden produclion of Mrs. Stockton’s in one of
thofe many anxious nights in which fhe watch-
ed with Mr. Stockton in bis laf illnefs.

N LE E P, balmy fleep, has clos'd the eyes of alt |
bBut me ! ah me ! no réfpitc can [ gain;

Tho’ darkrefs reigns o'er the terreftrial ball, |

Not one {oft flumber cheats this vital pain.

X iI. |
All day in fecret ﬁgbs I've poﬁr’d my foul,
My downy pillow, us'd to fceﬁc_s of giief,
Beholds me now in floods of forrow roll, |
Without the pawer to yield his pains relief :

HIL

While throuzii the filence of this gloomy night,
My aching heart reverb'rates every groan;
And watching by that glimmering taper’s light,

I make each figh, cach mortal pzrg my own.

IV.



But why ould I implore fleep’s friendly aid ?
O’er me her poppies thed no cafc impart ;
Bt dreamswof dear dep .'rtirﬁg Joys invade,
And rack with fears my fad prophetick hear:,

V.

~ Bue vain is prophefy when death’s approach,
Thro’ years of pain, has {ap'd a dearer life,
And makes me, coward like, myfelf reproaci;,
_:That e’re I knew the tender name of wifc.

VI

Oh+ could 1 take the fate to him affign’d !
And leave the helple(s family their head
How pleas'd, how peaceful, to my lot refign’d,
I'd quit the nurfe’s ftation for the bed.

| VII.

O death ! thou canker-worm of human joy !
Thou cruel foe to fweet domeftick peace !
He foon shall come, who fkall thy fhafts deftroy,
And caufe thy dreadful ravages to ceale.

VIIL

Yes, the Redeemer comes to wipe the tears,
The briny tears, from every weeping eye.
And death and fin, and doubts, and gloomy fears,
Shall all be loft in endlefs victory.



