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SCRIPTURE PROPHECIES:
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BRITAIN, and the AMERICAN COLONIES;
and are tulfilling 1n the prefent day.
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7’ YO the Hon. Jonn Hawcock,

§  Efq; Prefident of the Conti-
nental CONGRESS : - and to all the
refpetable MEemBERs of that moft
auguft AssemBLY.--—-To the brave
GENERALS of our armies, and patriotic
Heroks, who are {pirited by Heaven
to exert their {fuperior abilities 1n the
molt noble and generous manner, for

the defence of our diftrefled country,
bleeding under the cruel and murder-

ous hand of unexampled tyranny and .
oppreflion ; whom God in his provi-
dence, has raifed up to be his glorious
mﬁruments, to fulfil {cripture-pro-
phecies, 1n favour of his church, and
American liberty, to the confufion of
all her enemies ; the enfuing difcourfe
1s moft affetionately infcribed and de-
dicated, by their moft dutiful,
devoted, and moft obedient,
humble Servant,

Tug AUTHOR.
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FE YHE Author declares his abhorrence of a

8 Dbigotted attachment to the low fingulari-
ties of a party, and profefles to a&k on the bene-
~volent and “catholic principles of the gofpel ;
therefore hopes his readers will not conceive any
obnexious i1dea from the word CHURCH, as he
ufes 1t in this difcourfe, nor indulge or give way
to jealoufy and prejudice {fo far, as once to {ui-
pect, that he means by this term, to point out
any one denomination of Chriftians, exclufive of
all others---as diftinguifhed by their location and
other peculiarities. The church, in his fenfe of
it, includes all the worthy profeflors of chrifti--
anity, who cenduét themfelves on their probation
here, asthofe that expect to be judged hereafter,
by the great evangelical law of liberty. He fully
believes the Apoftle, when he fays, ¢ where
the {pirit of the Lord is, there is liberty ;” and
doubts not, but this fpmit has been plentifully
poured out, not only in the New-England colo-
nies, but likewife on his Epilcopalian brethren in

the
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the Southern provinces, for whom he has the
h'igheﬁ efteem and afle¢tion, and would not for
his right hand, {peak or write'any thing that
might give umbrage or juft caufe of oﬁence to
fuch worthy patriots, {o ardently engaged in the
common caufe, and ufing fuch vigorous, fpirited
exertions for the defence and prefervatlon of A-
merican liberty.---He is fully convinced of the

abfolute importance of uniting in the moft cordial
friendthip, as chriftian brethren and fellow-coun-
trymen, in this glorious conteft and ftruggle, and
fully fenfible, that to give the ark a wrong touch
in this critical moment, might be of unfpeakably
dangerous confequence----But, however, appre-
hends ne hazard or danger of being mifeuided

by the fcriptures of truth, which confideration,
amidft all his dithdence, has prevailed with him
to comply with the importunity of fome of his

friends, in confenting to this publication. His
earneft with and daily prayeris, that all differences
and diiputes may terminate in the firmeft union
and harmony ot thofe colonies, and that liberty
inviolate, may be {ecured to every individual of

every denomination, {o long as fun and moon thall
endure.

APrRIL 1, 17760,
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REVELATION Xxil. 14, I35, 16, I7.

And 1o the whman were given lwo wings of a great
eagle, that fhe might fly inte the wildernefs, into
her place ; where fhe is neurifhed for a time, and
times, and half a time, from the face of the ferpent.
And the ferpent caft out of his mouth waker as a
flood, after the woman ; that he might caufe her to
be carried away of the flood. dnd the earth helped
the wwoman, and the earth opened her mouth, and
Sfwallowed up the flood which the dragon caft out of
his mouth. And the dragon was twroth with the
woman, and went to make war witk the remnant of
her feed, which keep ihe commandments of God, and
have the teflimony of Fefus Chrift.

R HIS prophetic bock 1s entitled, The
Revelation of Jefus Chrift, which he
JA. fent and fignified to his fervant Jomn,
by his angel ; and which he received when in a
ftate of banifhment, 1n the ifle called Patmos,
for the word of God, and the teftimony of Jefus
Chnft. It pleafed the All-wife and Omnilcient
God, to give to this his faithful fervant, a very
full and glorious vifion of the things which then
were, or of the ftate of the church at that time;
and of the things which fhould be hereafter, or
the then future flate and condition of the church,
th
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the feafens of its flourithing and profperity, and
of its declenfion; its trials and fufferings to the
end of the worlde, Which vifion he was ordered
to write, for the inftruction, {upport, and confo-
lation of God’s faints, in the wars and confliéts
they might have with their enemies, in every age
and period of time, till the old ferpent, the great
dragon fhould be entirely overcome, and his king-
dom compleatly deftroyed. ¢¢ And blefled is he
that readeth, and they that hear the worps of
this prephecy, and keep thofe things which are
written therein ; for the time,” that 1s, of their
accomplithment, < 1s at hand.,” The diligent
and ferious ftudy of this {facred book ought not
to be negletted and deipifed, nor the things it
contains be viewed as idle {peculations, and vain
empty amufements; but every man is bound in
duty, to attend to the things contained herein,
as to matters of great importance, with all the
wifdom, {obriety and reverence he is capable of.
It Iﬂﬁy Vs’iith p'i'opr'iety be ﬁlled, ¢¢ The fure WOI‘d
of prophecy.” The apoftle John was fo highly
favoured, as to behold a door opened in heaven;
{o near to which he was brought as to loek in,
and fee the glorious things tranfacted there, te
confirm his faith as to the truth of thefe won-
derful predi¢tions and prophecies to be accom-
plifhed on earth.  Chap. iv. 1. and the firft voice
which he heard, was as of a trumpet talking with
him, which faid, ¢¢ Come up hither, and I will
thew thee things which muft be hereafter.” Ae-
cordingly God difeovered to him all the moft re-
markable events that thould befal his church,
and the nations and kingdoms ef the world, even
to the clofing period when the angel thould ftand

up and {wear, that time fhould be no more:

VYWhich
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Which things he was ordered to pen down in
dark, emblematical, and figurative language, the
meaning of which, tho’ it cannot be tully com-
prehended in the prefent dark ftate of the church;

yet may be fo far underftood as to afford much
fupport and -encouragement to God’s people in
times of their greateft diftrefs and {uffering, and
tend to eftablith their belief of the truth of this
part of divine revelation, and of the ruling pro-
vidence of God which 1s cenftantly at work to
fulfil and aceomplifly the eveats herein predicted
and foretold. -

WirtH a view to afift us in forming juft con-
ceptions of the nature and defign of thefe pro-
phecies and predi¢tions, and to lead us to a night
improvement of fuch providences of God by
which they are fulfilled, 1 fhall make two or
three obfervations, before I proceed directly to
explain the paflages that have been read.

i. I wouLp obierve with all judicious com-
mentators' and expofitors that have wrote on the
fubject, that Popery, or the reign and kingdom
of the man of fin, the old ferpent, the dragon,
its rife and progrefs, and its downfal and over-
throw, 1s the greateft, the moft eflential, and the
moft ftriking part of this revelation of St. John.
‘There has been a mortal enmity between the {ced
of the woman, and the {eed of the {erpent, ever
fince the fall of man, and the premife of a Sa-
viour for his recovery. The old ferpent, who fe-
duced man by his temptations, to fall, has ever
been ufing his {ubtility and malice to defeat the
purpoles of divine grace, and to deftrey Chnft’s
kingdom en earth; and has, in all ages of the
world, bgen f{uccefsful in ftirring up agents and

| 1nfiruments
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inftruments to accomplith this diabolical and hell-
ith defign. Among all his crafty and {ubtle in-
ventions, popery, which exalts the principal lead-
ers and abettors of 1it, high in the honours and
emoluments of this world, feems moft cunningly
devifed, and beft adapted to anfwer his purpofe;
and has proved the moft formidable engine of
terror dnd cruelty to the true members of Chrift’s
church. And this has been the chief fubjelt of
prophecy fince the coming of Chrift; and was
torctold by {fome of the prophets under the Jewifh
difpenfation. And whatever difficulty and per-
plexity there may be in many of thefe dark,
my{terious pailages, yet in this view, the appli-
~cation of moit of them 1s rendered ealy and ob-
vious. As popery has been the greateft enemy,
and the greateit corrupter of chriftianity, we may
rationally conclude that more prophecies relate to
that, than to any ether diftant event.

By carefully reading and ftudying the prophe«
cies given forth by Damel by St. Paul, and
more fully by St. John, it will appear to be
clearly and evidently foretold, that fuch a power
as that of the Pope of Rome fhould be exercifed
in the Chriftian church, and fthould autherife and
cftablifh fuch dectrines and practices as are pub-
licly taught and embraced by the wicked, eorrupt
members of that mother of harlots and abomi-
nation. The time alfo i1s fignified when, and
hew long 1t fhould prevail; and that at laft, upon
the expiration of this term, it thould be deftroyed
forevermorea

. 'T'urs popith myfterious leaven of iniquity
qnd abfurdlty by which the Chriftian religion has

been fo awfully adulterated and corrupted, has
nat
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not been cenfined to the boundaries of the Roman
empire, .nor ftrictly to the territory of the Pope’s
ufurped authority and juri{diction; but has {pread
in a greater or lefs degree, among almoft all the
nations of the earth; efpecially amongft the chief
rulers, the princes and noblemen thereof. When
this great whore of Babylon, or papal Rome i3
defcribed, Rev. xvi. 1. her bewitching, infatu-
ating enchantments are {aid to be fuch, that the
kings of the earth have becen enticed, and 1n-
flamed in their wicked lufts, te that degree asto
have committed fornicatien with her; and the
inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk
with the wine of her fornicatien or whoredoms.
‘They have been fo far corrupted and debauched
by this mother of harlots, as to facrifice every
dictate of religion and reafon, and even common
fenfe, to thofe alluring arts with which fhe has
been tempting them. The prophet Ifaiah had
tong before this, foretold, ¢ That fhe fhould
turn to her hire, and commit fornication with all
the kingdoms of the world, upon the face of the
earth.” Ifaiah xxut 17.

WueN the great red dragon, defcribed, Revel.
xii. having feven heads, and ten horns, and feven
crowns upon his heads, made his firft public ap-
pearance, his tail drew a third part of the ftars
of Heaven, and did caft them to theearth. ‘The
apoftle, under thefe fymbolical ¢haracters and at-
tributes of the great red dragon, undoubtedly
meant to point out Satan or the Devil with his
agents and inftraments, who are acting the part
of avewed enemies to the church of Chnift; and
his drawing the ftars of Heaven with his tail, muft
mean his {ubjeting the princes and potentates of

Ba the
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the earth, with great numbers of the clergy, to

his tyrannical influence and opprefliye {cheme of
government. ‘'The prophets often deferibe the
perfecuting enemies of the church, under this
emblem and figure. Pfalm lxxiv. 13. ¢ Thou
breakeft the heads of the dragons in the waters,
&c.” And when God comes to deftroy thefe ene-
mies, he is faid ¢ to cut Rahab, and te wound the
dragon,” Ifaiah li. 9. fee alfo Ezekial xxix. 3.
¢¢ Thus faith the Lord God, behold, 1 am againft
thee Pharaoh, king of Egypt, the great dragon
that lieth in the midft of his rivers, which hath
{aid, my river is mine own, and I have made it
for myfelf.” When the frightful monfter of a
beaft, in fuch terrible array, is defcribed, Rev.
xiii. the dragon is faid to give him his power, and
his feat, and great authority; and all the world
wondered after the beaft; and faid, ¢ Who 1s
like unto the beaft? Who 1s able to make war
with the beaft ?” Which expreflions denote the

oreat extent of his power and dominion, as well
as the blind infatuation of his deluded {ubjects

who made their boaft of it. Itis added, ¢ And
power was given him over all kindreds, and
tongues, and nations, and all that dwell upen the
earth, thall worfhip him, whoile names are not
written in the book of life, of the Lamb {lain
from the foundation of the world.” Now, it
can admit of no doubt, but that there are multi-
tudes of this charalter in other nations and king-
doms, befides papal Rome. ‘This 1s further evi-
dent from chap. xiv. 8. when the angel comes
to proclaim the fall of Babylon, the realon given
why God thus preceeded 1n righteous vengeance
and wrath, 1s- this, viz. ¢¢ Becaufe the made all

- nations
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nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her for-
nication.” Her’s was a kind of Circean cup, as
one obferves, with poifoned hquor, to intoxicate
and inflame mankind to {piritual fernication.
The prophet Jeremiah hath affigned much the
{ame reafon for her deftruction, chap. . 7. ¢ Ba-
bylon hath been a golden cup in the Lord’s hand,
that made 2all the earth drunk ; the nations hath
drunken of her wine, therefore the nations are
mad.” When the fixth angel poured out his
vial, Rev.xvi. Three unclean fpirits like frogs,
are faid to come out of the mouth of the dragon,
and out of the mouth of the beaft, ‘and out of
the mouth of the fallfe prophet, which are {uid
to be {pirits of devils, working miracles, which
oo forth unto the kings of the earth, and of the
whole world, to gather them to the battle of the
ereat day of God Almighty. ‘'I'hefe unclean fpi-
rits here compared to frogs, a very -low-lived,
inferior kind of animals, who are peeping and
croaking in the dark holes and corners of the
carth, -moft probably reprefent popith, jefuitical
miffioners, or the tools and emiffaries in general,
of anti-chnftian, tyrannical power, who are the
{pirits of devils, and have free accefs to the kings
of the earth, and are {aid to be gone forth through
the whole world, and are induftrioufly ufing all
their moft artful ftratagems, and diabolical craft
and {ubtility, to 1mpofe upon mankind, and to
engage them in the {upport and defence of the
kingdom of Satan, in oppofition to the mighty
hoft marfhalled up by the Loerd Almighty, for
the overthrow and deftruction thereof.,  Thefe
{cripture prophecies and prediétions that have now
been cited, to which mere might be added, were

1L
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it neceflary, make it abundantly evident and ma-
nifeft that the anti-chriftian, tyrannical {cheme of
popery, in one thape and form, and another, was
to have a very extenfive {pread ‘and influence, not.
only thro’ the tcrritories of papal Rome, but
thro’ all the nations and kingdoms of the world in.
oeneral, and that the kmgs and princes of the
earth, as well as their {fubjects, were to be much
intoxicated and infatuated therewith ; te the great
diftrefs and perplexity of the true chuch of Chnit,
which, fo far as I have been able to obferve, has,
not been fuitably noticed and attended to by ex-
pofitors and divines that have wrote on the {ub-
ject; the want of which has occafiened much per-
plexity and obfcurity in their comments on fome
paﬁages, which, in the right view of them, are full
of fignificance and ; importance. For inftance, that
paflage 1n the xu1. chap. of this myfterious book,
where the image of the beait 1s {poken of, ¢¢ I con-
fefs,” fays a great expofitor, ¢ I know not what the
tmage ofthe beaft is, diftinét from the beaft itfelf.”
The reafon of which was, no doubt, his llmmng.
and confining thefe prophecies to fo narrow a cir-
cle, as papal Rome., Every man ef common
fenfe, knows that the image of a thing is fome-.
thing different from the thing itfelf. Therefore,
t0 make {enle of the language here ufed, we muft
fuppole that the apoftle intended to defcribe ano-
ther perfecuting tyrannical power, 1n fome nation
or kingdom of the world, which was a lively figure
and relemblance of that exerciled at Rome, the
head-quarters of tyranny and perfecution®. Whe-
ther that perfecuting power be intended, that
has in years paft, been lo cruelly and barba-

% Sce the appendix.
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roully exercifed in France, and other popith coun-
tries, againft the humble followers of Chnift, to
the maflacre and deftruction of fo many thous
fands ef proteftants®; or whether there be a refe-
rence t@ the corrupt {yftemn of tyranny and opprei-
fion, that has of late been fabricated and adopted
by the miniftry and parliament of Great-Britain,
which appears f{o favourable to popery and the
Roman catholic mtereft, aiming at the extenfion
and eftablithment of it, and {o awfully threatens
the civil and religious liberties of all {ound pro-
teftants; I cannot pofitively determine. Butfince
the prophefies reprefent this wicked icheme of
anti-chriftian tyranny, as having fuch an extenfive
and univerfal {pread over the earth, like Nebu-
chadnezzar’s tree which reached unto heaven, and
the light thereof to all the ends of the earth, it
need not appear ftrange or thocking to us, to find
‘that our own nation has been, in{fome degree, 1n-
fected and corrupted therewith, and that fome of
our princes and chief rulers have had a criminal
converfe and familharity with the old mother of
harlots; and been fipping of the golden cup of
' * her
* In the war with the Albigenfes and Waldenfes, there
were deftroyed of them, in France alone, one million,
.. Frqm the ﬁrﬁ inftitution of the JEsuiTs, to the YEar 1450,
that is, in little more than thirty years, nine hundred thou-

fand orthodox chriftians, were flain. In the Netherlands

alene, the Duke of ALva boafted, that within a few VeArsy e
he had difpatched to the amcunt of thirty fix thoufand fouls;
and thole all by the hand of the common executioner. In the
ipace of fcarce thirty years, the INquistTiox deftroyed, by
various kinds of torments, a hundred and fitty thoufand chrifti-
~ans.  Befides thefe, an innumerable multitude have been Der-
fecuted to death, thirougheut all Europe, by the cruel hand
of tyranny and perfecution.  As tothe number that have been,
ana may yet be tlain in America, in the war and confliét with the

beall, and the image of the beafl, it cannot yet be afceitaiped.
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her fornication, {o as to be intoxicated, if not whol-
1y drunk with her poifonous liguors. = Before what
1s called the reformation, the man of fin reigned
triumphant 1n our mother-country, without much
check or controul ; which reformation was not fet
on foot on the purett principles of genuine chrifti-
anity, nor carried to perfetion by King Hexry
the Kaghth, who is {o celebrated as the author of it.
in the reign of Queen Magry, the doétrine and
‘ceremeonies of the catholic religion were re-efta-
blithed, and the Pope’s autherity and jurifdictior
acknowledged 1n full; and a very cruel, fever¢
perlecution rigoroufly carried on agamft the in-
nocent, confcientious profeflors of the proteftant
religion ; and a moft tragical {cene of bloodfhed
and flaughter exhibited, as ever England beheld.

Ir we pafs from - this dark and bloody period
of Englith hiftory, and come down to the reign
of the StuarT family, we fhall find three or four
of our kings fucceflively, feduced and infatuated
by the enticing and bewitching inchantments of
the old whore of Babylon, to that degree, as to
drink deep of the intoxicating wine of her fornica-
tion, to the entire deftruc¢tion of two of them; and
to the great diftrefs of the nation in general.
How far the prefent miniftry have walked 1n this
enchanting road, and hew fond they are of the
kind embraces of this old filthy harlot, the worls
will judge from their open attempts to propagat:
and eftablith popery, that exotic plant, in thele
northern regions ; which 1s not a native of our be-
nign foil, nor of our heavenly Father’s planting ;
and their gathering up of armies profefledly Ko-
man catholics to dragoon us into flavery and bon-

~dage, or maflacre and butcher us and cur fami-
' lies,



fies, and lay éur pleafant country in defolatlon
and rain. e 2 |
3. SINCE thele propheups and predictions, re-
lating to the trials and {uiferings, the wars and
confli¢ts of the church with her anti-chriftian
enemmies and adverfaries, may be juftly taken in
fuchalarge, extenfive {enfe and latitude ; we tay
rationally conclude that many of them have re-
ference to the fiate of Chrift’s church, in this
American quarter of the globe; and will {ooner
orlater,’ have their fulfilmieénts and accomphﬂ*
metit-among Us., The prow"ldemes of God 1n
fiift plam:mg his Chmch in this, then hos vlmg‘
wildetre(s; and in delivering and preferving of it
to this day afe in a.manner unequalled, and mar-
velouss and are reckened among the mof‘t glori-
ous events that are to be found in hiftory, in ‘thefe
latter-ages of ‘the world.” And there are doubt-
Jefs:.yét more glorious events in the womb of
providence, 1 which the prefent commotion thrg’
the nation and land may (however unlikely in the
view ‘of 'fome) beé the means of bringing to pafs,
‘There is no part of this tefraqueous g elobe better
firted and furnithed in all effential arti Cles and ad-
vantages, to make a gleﬁt and flourithing empm :
no part of the earth, where learning, religion,
and liberty hdve ﬂouuﬂled more for the time.
And 2s to the rapid increafe of its inhabirants,
and Twift p0pula{1on it cannot be paralleled in
all‘hiftory. " Thereis no partof the world where
1ts ‘inhabitants ~through fuch a large extent of
- territory, are u-nder fuch bonds and obl igations,
from felf-intereft; to keep in the ftrictedt union
‘and harmony ‘tocether. They have every mative
and mducement to this, that can well be conceived
@i,

(.
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of. And this union, by the blefling of Heaven,

1s become as general, perfect and complete, as
could well be expected in fuch a corrupt diforder-
ed world as this in which we live. |

Taese United Colonies have arifen to fuch a
height as to become the object of public atten-
tion thro’ all Europe, and of envy to the mother
from whence they derived; whofe unprovoked
attack upon them in fuch a furious hoftile man-
ner, threatening their entire ruin, is an event that
will make fuch a black and dark period in hiftory,
and does {o deeply affet, not only the liberty of
the church herein the wildernefs, but the pro-
teftant caufe in general, thre’ the chriftian world,
and 1s big with fuch confequences of glory or
terror, that we may conjeCture. at leaft, witheut
a {pirit of vanity and enthufiafm, that fome of
thofe prophecies of St. Jehn may, not unaptly,
be applied to our cafe, and receive their fulfil-
ment in {uch providences as are paffing over us.

I po not mean to undertake a nice, exaét cal-
culation of the periods pointed out in this pro-
phetic book ; nor to range thro’ the hiftory of the
world for events to find their accomplithment. I
am of opinien, that the church of Chrift in every
age, may find {omething in this book applicable
to her cale and circumftances: and all fuch
paflages that are fo, may lawfully be applied and
improved by us-accordingly. ‘There are many
cales which happen, that bear a near likenefs and
relemblance to each other, and which the {fame
prophecy may well fuit, in the moft material parts
of it. It has pleafed that Ged who exercifes a
untver{al providence over all things, fo te difpofe

and order events, that the calamities and afflictions

of
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of the church, in fome meafure, run parallel
one to another; and all the former efforts of that
tyrannical perfecuting power, czlled the begfi,
may be the types and figures, as 1t were, of his
laft and general effort againft thefaithful witnefles
of Chrift, and the true members of his church.

TuESE preliminary obfervations may affift us

in explaining and improving thefe prophecies of
St. John; particularly the paflages that have been
read, to the confideration of which I now pro-
ceed. ,
VERSE 14. ¢ And to the woman. were given two,
wings of a great eagle, that the might fly into the
wildernefs, into her place, where the is nourithed
for a time, and times, and half a time, from the
face of the ferpent.”

THE woman 1n this paflage, 1s reprefented in
verfe 2. as.in a pregnant flate, travailing in birth,
and in violent pangs to be delivered, which 1is
doubtlefs defigned. as an emblem of the true
church of Chrift. She 1s elfewhere {poken of as
the {poufe of Chrift, who owns himfelf to be her
head and hufband. A woman, we know, 1is the
weaker fex; and looks to her.hufband for {fupport
and protection. So the church has always been
the weakeft partof theworld, 1n herfelf confider-
ed, and had her dependenee on Chrift her head,
for prefervation and fafety.in times of peril and
danger. 'This woman, the church, being in fuch
a near relation to Chrft, the brightnefs- of the
Father’s glory, and exprefs.image of his perfon,
amidft all her own natural weaknefs and infirmity,
has never appeared contemptible; but the moft
glorious {eciety that ever exifted in our world.
one 1§ the king’s daughter, all glorioys within. She

18
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is {poken of, verfe 1. as being cloathed with the.
fun, and having the'moon under her feet, and
upon her head a crown of twelve ftars ; which is
a magnificent defcription of her comelinefs, beauty
and luftre. She 1s enlightened, mvefted and
adorned with the rays of Jefus Chrift, the great
Sun of righteoufnels, which makes' her torm
illuftrioufly bright and majeftic.  She 1s 1n {uch.
a ftate of dignity and triumph,-as to have the
moon, with all {ublunary enjoyments and.ter-
rors, under her feet. And on her head, to com-
pleat her glory, a crown of twelve ftars, an.em-
blem of her being under the light and guidance
of the twelve in{pired apoftles, who.had beenim-
proved as.mafter-builders under Chrift, 1n laying
the foundation of this honourable foeiety, and
were {uch ufeful and diftinguithing ornaments to
it. . 'One would think that fuch a fociety as this,
would have nothing to fear from all the combined
powers of earth and hell; and indeed,. they have
not in reality, fince ﬂronger 1s he.that 1s for
them, than thofe that are againft them. Howa-
ever, they are not exempted from trials and {uf-
ferings 1n this werld. We find, wnen the great
red dragon appeared: with his {feven heads and ten
horns, that frightful monfter the devil inftigated
the .tyrannical perfecuting powers of the earth,
againft this harmlefs and innocent woman, th,e.
aimiable {poufc of Chrift.. He had impundence
and boldnefs enough to make an unprovoked at-
tack .upoen.her, which. occafioned her to:leave the
imperial and wealthy abodes of earthly grandeur
and magnificence, the courts and palaces.of em-
perors and princes, and retired to fome obfcure,
{olitary conditien, for the {weets of liberty and
- | | peace,
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peace. 'This furious attack of the great dragon
on the weman, was an event of fuch importance,
as to produce war in Heaven between the angels
of light, and the angels of darknefs. See verfe
7. ¢ Michael and his angels fought againft the
dragon ; and the dragon fought, and his angels.”
This Michael was the tutelar angel and protector
of the . Jewith church. Daniel x. 12.. And he

performs here the {ame office of champion for the
Chriftian churceh, ;

He, and the good angels who are fent forth to
mmlﬁer to the heirs of {alvation, were the invii-
ble agents on one fide, as the devil and his evil
angels were on the other. The vifible actors in
the caule of chriftianity, were believers, whether
in a civil or ecclefiaftieal character, with the glo-
rious martyrs and confeffors. And in {upport of
the oppofite fide, were the perfecuting powers ot
the world, with the whole dark train of the artillery
of hell. 1In this great contlict and war, let it re-
late to what period of the church it will, which I
am not anxious to determine with mathemancal
eertainty ; we find that thofe on the fide of God
and true religion, overcame their formidable ene-
my, with all his confederate'powers, by the blood
of the Lamb, and by the word of their teftimony ;
and they loved not their lives.unto the death.
They were of fuch a brave, heroic {pirit, as to
chearfully expofe themfelves to the oreateft dan-
gers 1n this glorious caufe; and many of them
aCtually met “death ; in the terrible conflict. But
they fell, as one obferves, to rife, and triumpbh,
and reign, T'he dragon:being  thus defeated and
vanquifhed at his head- -quarters, pagan or papal
Romc Fe takes a wider {cope and range, thro’

the
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the other nations ard kingdoms of the earth. He
was doubtlefs greatly enraged at the i1l fuccefs of
his firft encounter, and marfhals up all his forces
abroad, and proceeds with violence, to perfecute
the woman which. brought forth the man-child.
Upon this the woman has a fecond flight into a
more diftant and folitary wildernefs, ¢¢ unto her
place;” to prepare her for which, two wings of
g great eagle were given her, whieh 1s net men-
tioned in her firft flight; and probably the did
not then need them. There feems an evident al-
lufion here, to what God faid to the children of
Ifrael, Exod. xix. 4. after their deliverance from
cruel oppreflive flavery in Egypt, when encamp’d
before Sinai, and on their way to the good land
of Canaan, ¢ Ye have {feen what I did unto the
Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles wings,
and brought you unto myfelf.” He was not con-
duéting them from a land of liberty, peace, and
tranquillity, into a flate of bondage, perfecution
and diftrefs ; but on the contrary, had wrought
out a very glorious deliverance for them, and fet
them free from the cruel hand of tyrarnny and op-
preflion, by executing his judgments in a moft
terrible and awful manner, on the Egyptians,
their enemies ; and was now, by his kind provi-
denee, leading them to the goed land of Canaan,
which he gave them by promile, for an everlaft-
ing inheritance. Hence, as the trials and {ufter-
ings of the Chriftian church were parallel in fome
meafure, with thofe of the Jewifth, and there 1s
a great fimilarity and likenefs in the manner of
God’s dealings with the one to the other ; 1t muit
be evident, that expofitors have been miftaken,
when they reprefent this flight ef the woman in}tl(,

tne
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the wildernefs, as denoting the church’s going into
greater peril, danger and aflliCtion, where the was
to be more violently diftrefled and perfecuted, for
a long time. The word wiLDERNESs might pof-
fibly fuggeft to their delicate, but inattentive
minds, this frightful and thocking idea. It is
true, our fathers had the dificulties of an uncul-
tivated wildernefs to encounter ;- but it foon, by
the blefling of Heaven on their labeur and -
duftry, became a pleafant field or garden, and has
been made to bloflom like the rofe. ‘The pafiage,
in its moft natural, genuine conftruction, contains
as full and abfolute a promife of this land, to the
Chriftian church, as ever was made to the Jewith,
of the land of Canaan. 1Itis, inan appropriated
fenfe, ¢¢ her place;” where fhe 1s nourithed, from
the face of the ferpent. And the dealings of
God 1in his providence, in bringing his church
from a ftate of oppreflion and perfecution, intc
this good land, are very parallel and fimilar to
his dealings with the Ifraclites, in delivering them
from the tyrannical power of the haughty, cruel
monarch of Kgypt, and conduéting them to the
good land of premife in Canaan. Thus, they
that wa't on the Lord, fhall renew their ftrength ;
they fhall mount up with wings, as eagles; they
fthall run, and not be weary, they fhall walk and

not faint. ‘
Trus the church, in this difficult, diftrefled
feafon, whenever it happened, was fupported and.
carried, as it were, on eagles wings, to a diftant
remote wildernefs, for fafety and protection. And
what period or event is there in all the hiftory of
her trials and perfecutions, which thefe expreffions
more exactly defcribe, and to which they can be
applied
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applied with more truth and propriety; than to
the flight of our fore-fathers into this then howling
wildernels, which was a land not {fown nor occu-
pied by any ruling power on earth, except by
favages and wild beafts? It 1s an indiiputable
fact, that the cruel hand of opprefiion, tyranny
and perfecution drove them out from their plea-
fant feats and habitations, in the land of their
nativity ; and that the pureft principles of religi-
on and liberty, led them to make the bold adven-
ture acrofs the wide Atlantic ocean; for which
they furely needed the two wings of the great
cagle, to {pced their flight, and to thelter and co-
ver them from danger, while feeking a fafe re-
treat from the relentlefs fury and thocking cruelty
of the perfecuting dragon; and a fecure abaede for
unadulterated chriftianity, liberty and peace. - It
1s remarked by the infpired penman of this pro-
phecy, and 1s worrhy of notice, that when the
woman fled 1nto the wildernefs, the came 1INTO
HER PLACE. This American quarter of the globe
{feemed to be referved in providence, as a ﬁde
and fettled habitation for God’s church, where
fhe might have property of her own, and the
right of rule and government, fo as nqt to be
controul’d and opprefs’d 1n her civil and religious
liberties, by the tyrannical and perfecuting pow-
ers of the earth, reprefented by the great red
dragon. The church never before "this, had
prime occupancy, or firt pofleffion of any part of this
terraqueous globe, 1n any great extent of territo-
ry. In all countries and kingdoms wherever
Chriftianity had been planted, before its 1atro-
dudtion into this American wildernefs, the ruling

powers in pofleffion of the property, and right
of
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of jurifdi€tion and dominton, were m oppofition
to this benevolent in{titution ; and the church had
to make her way through the greateft poffible dif-
ficulties and dangers. While thus 1n an enemy’s
land, her perfecutions and oppreflions, her bloody
trials and {ufferings furnith out the chief fubjet of
her hiftory from her beginning to the prefeat day,
in other parts of the world, from which the is not
wholly exempted 1n this. IHowever, her degree
of peace and quiet reft has been greater than
{he has ever known fince fhe has had exiftance and
being, When that God, to whom the earth be-
longs, and the fulnefs thereof, brought his church
into this wildernefs, as on eagles wings, by his
kind, proteting providence, he gave this good
land to her, to be herown lot and inheritance for
ever, He planted her as a pleafant and choice
vine; and drove out the Heathen before her.
He has tenderly nourithed and cherifthed her in
her infant {tate,” and proteCted and preferved her
amid{t innumerable dangess. He has done won-
ders in his providence for our fathers, and for us
their finful pofterity : They, and we have many
a time, {tood ftill, and feen the {alvation of the
I.ord. 'T'he woman, the church of Chrift, has
{fuch a gift and grant from Heaven, of this part
of God’s world, for the quiet enjoyment of her
liberties and privileges, civil and religious, that
ne power on eartn can have any right to invade,
much lefs to difpofiefs her of them. And every
attempt of this kind to opprefs and enflave her,
muit be abfolutely unrightecus, and a grofs viola-
tion of juftice and truth. He- that has all power
in heaven and on earth, who will {oon deftroy

the
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the man of fin, and all his confederate powers, by
the {pirit of his mouth, @nd brightnefls of his
coming, declares 1 this prophecy, thatthe ¢ wo-
man” fhall be nourithed and preferved in her place
here defcribed, ¢ from rhe fuce of the ferpent.”
The {erpent ipoken of, 1s the great dragon, called

the Devil and Satan; the chief direCting agent in
all the dark plots of tyranny, perfecution and op=
preflion; from whofe malignant rage, the church
has a promife of future prote&mm This old
ferpent fhall never be permitted to thew his de-
formed face, much lefs to lift up his monftrous
head, and frightful hoerns in this place here given
to the woman for a {afe retreat and fecure abode,
¢¢ for a time, and times, and half a time ;” which
probably means, ¢ to the end of the World 7 or
till all the times and periods {poken of in. this
prophetic book are fulfilled and accomplifthed. I
know that expofitors take thefe expreflions, ¢ for
a time, and times, and half a time,” to include
only the period of one thoufand two hundred and
hixty days, mentioned verfe 6, and {o underftood
the phrafe ¢ for a time,” to mean one propheti-
cal year, and ¢ times,” to mean two years, and
¢ half a time,” an half year; inthe whole, three
years and a half : But 1t feems more natural, and
more agreeable to the phrafeology of {cripture, as
well as the connection of thefe prophecies, in the
events foretold, to interpret this pafiage as figni-
fying all future time indefinitely. Or, if we apply
it to diftinct periods, the fief eXprefﬁon-, < for a
time,” I thould think, might, with great propri-
cty, be taken for the time -or period, that hath al-
ready been mentioned. This conftruétion appears

natural, and not in the leaft forced or firained.
Then
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Then the ¢ times” will mean fuch times or periods
as follow after the fulfilment of the above; and
the ¢ half time,” mufl fignify the clofing period,

when time is near run out, and juft come to an
end. Taking the pafiage in its proper connection,
and plaineft and moft obvious fenfe, we may well
underftand 1t as containing a prophetic promife to
the church, of fafety end prefervation, during the
period that had becn deferibed abeve, and thro’

all fucceeding times, even to the end of the world.
Not but what the old dragon, with his black
train of tyrannical perfecuilng powers, might
greatly affiict and d:frefs her: Yet, with all his
cunning, art, policy and power, fhall never be
able to eftablifh his enilaving doCtrines, nor to
erect his head and horns, to exercile his ufurped
authority and uncontrouled dominion, asin papal
Rome. We may expelt, however, that he will
be putting forth moft violent ﬁrugglec and efforts

for this bafe, malignant purpole.

- ONXE obje&mn of weight, 1 have againft the
current opirion of evgoﬁtorsj who mrerpler the
paflage, <€ a time, and times, and half a time,”
to fignify the fame period as the thoufand two
hundred and three-{core days, 15, that this is dif-
honourable to the facred writer, and fhews that
he rather meant to puzzle and perplex his readers,
than to enlighten and mftru¢t them. 1 believe
that all will allow, that the language ufed in the
6th verfe, 15 more plain and intelligible, and has
a more fixed and determinate meaning, than that
in the 14th verfe. Now, to fuppole the fame
period of time, 1s defcribed 1a the one, asia the
other, is to fuppofe, that the Apoflie, after he

had
D 2
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had deferibed a thing in a plain, eafy way to be

underftood, proceeds on to involve the {ame fub-
ject in a cloud of myftictim, darknefs and obfcu-
vity, which could not tead, very much, to the
improvement and edification of Chrift’s chutch.
it 1s ufual with all good writers, as they advance
on their fubjeét, to elucidate and illuftrate their
meaning more and more, to {et it 1n a plainer and
more intelligible point of light. And this is,
efpecially, the tone of all infpired writers, and
of St. John in particular. The light of revela-
tion 1s like the path of the juft, fhining brighter
and brighter in every page, till we come to the
clofe of i.

Bur fhould my explanation of this paﬁage,
after all, be difputed, and the time, times, and
half time, allowed to include no more, altoge-
ther, than the period of twelve hundred and fixty
vears, which I have taken to be included in that
expreflion only, ¢ a time,” yet it will not mate-
rially affe¢t my {cheme. For, on the old plan of
expofition, 1t is {fuppofed, that after the expira-
tion of thefe twelve hundred and fixty years, the
trials and {ufferings of the church ‘will be chiefly
overs and that a {cene of great peace, prolperity
and happinefs will open and commence. Hence,
if the prophetic promife 1n the text, extends no
turther than to that happy and blefled period, the
church will fafely get through the long ftorm and
tempeft, raifed by the dragon; and {o, be ready
for a fhare 1n the bleffings of that glorious and
happy period to {fucceed; during which, we need
not be very anxious about her fafety, conﬁdermg

other precious promifes that are made 1n her
favour.
THE
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THE ferpent is faid, verfe 15, ¢ to caft out of
his mouth, water, as a flood, after the woman,
that he might caufe her to be carried away of the
flood.” 'This, perhaps, 1s one of the artifices,
{ays a learned expofitor, which thele enormous
creatures make ufe of, ¢ to beat down their prey,”
when flying from them. 'The common fignifica-
tion of a flood 1s an inundation of water, &c. The
Plalonft fets forth extreme dangers, under the
notion of aflood. Pfalm Ixix. 15. ¢¢ Let not the
water-flood overflow me.” And the violent af-
{aults, and fubtle temptations, and {Gdden incur-
fions of the Devil and his inftruments againft the
church, are compared to a flood, lfaiah lix. 19.
““ When the enemy fhall come in ike a flood,
the {pirit of the Lord fhall lift up a {tandard a-
gainft him.” Which prophecy may refer to, and
have its accomplithments in the prefent ftate of
the church, about which we are treating. 'The
oppreflive and perfecuting power here figuratively
defcribed, under the emblem of the {erpent, which
occafioned the flight of the woman, the church,
into this wildernefs, whenever 1t has prevailed,
has been full of the moft inveterate malice and
envy againft her; and ufed every art and flrata-
oem to extirpate and deftroy her from the earth.
Hence, the flood which the {erpent caft out of his
mouth after the woman, may very naturally and
properly be interpreted to fignify all the fubtle
temptations, artful ichemes, and machinations of
our enemies and adverfaries, to enfnare and cor-
rupt us, and to defirey our liberties and privileges,
that we might be embarrafied again under the old
tyrant, the drapon, and patiently {ubimit to the
iron yoke, and galling cliains of eruel oppreﬁi{}z;
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and bondage ; which machinations and contriv-
ances have been.too many to be enumerated in a
thort, concife difcourfe.  Every one acquainted
with the hiftory of cur country, of the New-Eng-
land colonies m particular, muft know, that there
have been floods iflued from the mouth of the old
ferpent, after the woman, to effect her defiruttion
and overthrow. Whenever a ipirit of defpotiim
has run high, anda iufling ambition after arbitra-
ry power and lawlels acominion has prevailed;
when the dragon dare venture to put on and wear
his long horns ; the woman 1n the wildernefs has
felt the grievous diftrefling effects. At {uch fea-
fons, jefuitical emiffaries, the tools of tyrannical
power, have been employed to corrupt her doc-
trines, and lead her into the belief of the darling
doctrines of arbitrary power, pafive obedience and non-
refifiance ; who, like the frogs that iflued out of the
mouth of the falfe prophet, who are faid to have
“the {pirit of devils, have been flyly creeping into
all ‘the holes and corners of the land, and ufing
their enchanting art and bemtchmg policy, to
lead afide, the ﬁmple and unwary, from the truth,
to prepare them for the fhackles of flavery and
bondage. Thoufands and millions of money,
have, at one time and another, been expended
for the purpofes of bribery and corruption, to
accompliﬂl this malignant defign.  Evil, wicked
nen have been entrufted with the chief command
in one province and another, where the door has
been open, to act as teols of a corrupt admini-
Atration and tyrannical power, 1n forwardmg and
ripening thety deep-laid ichemes, for the deftruc-
tion of the womasan. 'The celonies in America
will not foon forget the cruel and tyrannical admi-
niffration
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niftration of Sir Edmond Androfs, at Bofton, and
his evil defigns againft them in general ; and Lord
Cornbury, at New-York; the late infidious and
traiterous condu¢t of Bernard and Hutchinfon,
is ftill more freth in every one’s mind; and like-
wife of Gage, Carlton, and IDunmore, who, by
their bafe, perfidious and cruel behaviour, have
rendered themfelves univerfally odious and deteft-
able to the American colonies. In thefe and fuch
like ways, not to mention the unrighteous {ta-
tutes reftricting and mterdiCting our trade and
commerce, the ftamp-a&t, &c. we have had
floods poured forth from the mouth of the fer-
pent, which at length, have brought on a civil
war. ‘The dragon finding his artful temptations
on the one hand, and his cruel menaces and
threatenings on the other, ineffe¢tual to gain the
woman to a compliance with his terms, has at
length become wroth with her, and brought over
his troops and armies to make war with the rem-
nant of her feed. But, blefled be God! all his

efforts and ftruggles have hitherto been unfuccefs-
ful; for the earth hélped the woman. Verfe 16.
¢« And the earth opened her mouth, and {wal-
lowed up the flood which the dragon caft out of
his mouth.”

Ir this 1s taken in the literal {enfe, to fignify
that grofs terrefirial element which fuftains and
nourifhes us, it 1s finétly true; in which fenfe
fome of the prophecies have been, and yet will,
no doubt, bec accomplithed. The earth has ever
helped the woman fince her arrival to thele thores,
with every article necefiary to her comfortable
fupport. She has never wanted for nourifhing
foed, and good raiment; has never Known the

diftretics
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diftrefles ariling from {fcarcity of bread, pirnching
hunger and famine ; ; bas always, from the firft
fettlermnent and cultivation of ‘the country, had
things convenient for her, and,; as 1 trufi, been
contented with her lot and condition. The earth
has, in a very remarkable manner, thro’ the blef-
fing of Heaven, been profufe and liberal in her
precious fruits and productions, the year paft,
when the dragon has been wroth with the woeman,
~and ufing all poffible fchemes and contrivances to
diftrefs her, and ftarve her into a compliance to
his defpotic and arbitrary rule, by fhutting up her
ports and harbours, and interditing her trade
and commerce, and cutting her off from all fup-
plies from her fithery, a very ufeful and neceflary
branch of her trade and livelihood, by which
thoufands were maintained. If{ay, when the wo-
man has, in thele, and in fuch like ways, been
diftrefled, fhe has been helped in a very extraor-
dinary way, by the earth. Qur crops of all kinds
have been plentiful.  Our fruit-trees loaded with
fruit, and prefled down with theirburdens. Our
oranaries are full. ‘There 15 fuch an uncommon
plenty of all kinds of good provifions for man
and beaft, that {fomeinconfiderate perfons are rea-
dy to eﬁeem it rather a curfe, than a blefling ; as
we know not how to dl[penfe with, or difpofe of
1it, But not to enlarge here.
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