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T H E

LAW or LIBERTY,
O R,

R O Y A L . A W,

IN two former Tra&s I have attempted

to defcribe the JusT LiMITATION OF
SLAVERY IN THE L.aws oF Gop, and
THE LAw oF PassivE OBEDIENCE,
with refpect more particularly to the due
SusmissioN of Chriffzan Servants or

Slaves to their Mafters.

The purpofe of the prefent Tract is
not only to point out the reciprocal duty
of Chriflian Maficrs to their Servants,
and all other perfons with whom they

arc conneéted, but alfo more particularly
to
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to- enable our Britifh American Slave-
holders to examinc or meafure (with
very little trouble) by #be Rule of God’s
Holy Word, 2he Legality or lllegality of
Slavery among Chriftzans. For this pur-
pofe fome of the cleareft and moft eflen-
tial Maxiins or Principles of Scripture are
fele¢ted and compared ‘with each other

in the following pages.

«“ So fpeak ye, and fo do, as they thar
<< fball be jupGceED by THE LAaw or
““ LABERTY.

This the earneft advice of the Apoftle
James in his General Epiftle; (ii. 12.)
and as it is therefore manifeft: that we
(hall certainly B2 jupGeED by ¢ THE
«« J,Aw ofF LIBERTY,’ it becomes a
bufinefs of the utmoft importance’ to
afcertain what particular Law is thereby
to be underftood, that we may write i

on our hearts, fince our everlafting hap-
pincis
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pinefs depends - upon it, .and. the peril
of eternal damnation feems to attend a-
breach of it; ¢ _jor be fhall bave JupG-
Z MENT .TW-ITHJOUT MEeRrcy’' (fays the.
Apoftle in the following verfe) ¢ who
¢ bath fhewed No MErcy !” The ne-
ceflary. premifes for the examination . of
the +quefi1i+on, are nothing lefs than the
fundamental moral Principles. of Chri=,
ftianity ; and if I am rather prolix in
defining them, I hope zhe fmportance. of
the fubec?. will be confidered as a fuffi-
cient excufe; for indeed zbe fibjel? is
not only zmportant to thofe perfons for
whofe ufe. this Tract is particularly .in-
tended. (I mean thofe perfons who defire to
be fatisfied concerning THE LG ALITY
or ILL,‘EGALITY OF SLAVERY %MONG,
CHRISTIANS) but to. all . Mankind .be-
fides of every rank and dcnomumtlon. -
All thc moml dutles of thc Gofpel
are ‘briefly complchended in two fngle

Prin-
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Prmczp/e.r of the Law of Mofcs, v1z
T'ue LOVE OF GOD, and Tue LovE oF
our NeicusouRr. Nothing, thérefore,
can be efteenied truly /zwofu/ under the
Gofpel, that is, in the leaft, feiau_'gnant
to éither of thefe; and we heed never be

a lofs to diftinguifth what i is, Or ‘what
is not fo, if we will but carefuily confi-
der the proportion or dcgrec of that Lowe,
which is clearly exprefled to be die, both
to God and our Neighbour in’ théfe two'
comprehenfive and eternal maxims. The
degree of Love due to God exceeds all
comparlfon or confideration of other
thmgs ; for it ‘muft (fays the text) be
 qiith ALL thy beart, and with <* ALL
“ thy foul, and with ALL thy mygbz‘ ”?
(Deut vi. 5.) which neceffarily lmphes a
moft fcrvcnt zeal for the glory of Gon,
far exceeding all worldly confiderations.
And with refpect to the degree or true
prdportlon of Lafve duc to i Nezfgbéaﬂr,

wc have no prctéhté to plead ignorance,
B fince
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fince the appointed megfiure of it is con-
tained in every Man's Bre’zﬁ———” Thou
‘““ SHALT LOVE THY NEIGHBOUR As
“ Tuvyserr. (Lev. xix. 18.) ¢ Oz
““ thefe two Commandments” (faid the
Eternal Judge) ¢ bang ALL THE Law
““ and THE PRoPHETSs.” (Mat. 22. 40.)
The fame Eternal Judge of Mankind
made al{o, on another oécaﬁon, a fimilar
declaration concerning the Sum or Com-
pendium ““ oF THE LAW.AND THE
¢« PROPHETS — A/l things wbaZﬁever
“ ye would z‘th Men fhould do to you”
(fmd he) < do ye even fo to them; for
¢ this 75 THE LAw AND THE PRoO-
‘“ paHETs.” (Matth. vii. 12.) This
mofit excellent rule of condué and be-
haviour towards owr Newghbours, which
includes the whole Subftance or Spirit
of “ THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS,”
fo perfectly correfponds with the fecond
great Commandment, to LoVE our Neigh-
bours as ourfelves (viz. to manifeft our

B Lovk,
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I.0VE; by DOING 20 them, as we bzé:yé/vé:
might  WiTH REASON AND JusTice
expeé"t' mm’ Hefire THEY WOULD DO UNTGOG
Us) that it feems intended like a fort of
paraphrafé to eXplzun the truc tenour of

; for thouﬂ'h the mode of expreflion
is d1ﬁ'ereni yet the effet of the doctrine
is undoubtedly thé fame; becaufe the

Apof’cle Paul has in like manner declared
this Tecond gleat Commaidndmient to be

tbe Compmdzzmz of ¢ all the Law.” <Al

¢ she Leaiv” (fays he) < is fulfilled in one
¢ apord, even in this : Thois /lvz/z‘ LOVE

. z‘/5_y Nezg)‘éazzr AS THYSELF.” (bal

V. 14.

 Seir-Love, therefore, muflt be the
RULB or MeAsukRe (not ‘of Self-grati-
ﬁcatlon, or 'pi"ivate Intcreft, bht) zy’ gt
Conduct and Bebaviour towards otber Men?!
It muft fiot be soLk TENaNT of the
heart ; but is alwidys to leave £/ roomm

fOI‘ a dl.l(. balancc Of that LO‘U(,’ which wr
owe
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owe ro our INeighbour, whenever the pre-
{ent circumflances (whatever they may
be) require a conicientious regard to the¢
publick Good, or a fympathetick confide-
ration for rhe Feelings and Sufferings of
Individuals, to enable us to fulfil our
Duty to our Newghbour. SELF-LOVE 18
not hereby excluded ; for Self-preférva-
101, and a prudent regard for our own
fupport and happmefs, mqy {t1ll be al-
lowed an egual/ Share of our confidera-
tion, without a Breach of zbzs fecond great
Commandment, which would otherwife be
too khard and difficult for Human Nature
to receive : we are not commanded there-
in to love our Neighbours MoRE ¢thar
ourfelves, but only (&) As ourfelves; fo
that SELF-LoVE 1is apparently the zrue
Meafure of our Condul? and Bebaviour to-
wards other Mven : and though an exalted
Senfe of Duty to God (according to the
Jirft great Commandment) may, in fome

parncu]..u cafes, prompt Men to noble
B2 actions,



[ 2 ]
actions, whefein -SgLF-rovE may feem
to.be-loft in a.generous and benevolent

regard to others (of which there are

feveral inftances in Scripture, as I have
elfewhere thewn (1) ; and alfo though the

like admirable generofity and Pelfb& dif-
intereftednefs may, poflibly, upon fome
unforefeen occafion, become hkewﬂb the
peculiar duty of any one of us, viz.

““*to Jay down (our) Lives jfor the Bre-
<< thren (2), 1 John iii. 16. yet as this
far excceds the meafure of Love laid

down

(1) See my Tral&t on tbe Law of Nm-'#rf, and Principles
of Alion in Man., P.79-—105.

(2) Hereby perceive awe (or rather, it fhould be ren-
dered, Herchy have ave perceived) ¢ the LovE (of God),
¢ becaufe he laid doavn his Lifr for us” (faid the Apofile,
and then he immediately informs us of the duty which
arifes from that extraordinary manifeflation of Love)
€6 ANxD WE oucHT (fays he) To Lay pown (our)
¢ Javes ror THE Breruren.” 1 John i1 16.
“This plain declaration of ouar duty (wuess ozerrouep, - &<.
¢ WE OUGHT 20 lay down sur Lives,” &c.) fufficiently
enables us to account for the many extraordinary examples
of \SELF-LOVE leing /i :pfr:/.:}:."fd by more noble Principles,
fomc of whxch I have cm.d in my Tra& on tbe Law of

Nature,
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down in the - fecond great Command-

ment, which is given us as thec generud
or

sz:z:rc, and Principles of AZion in Man, p. 79—~—1 os, to
which alfo the following may be added. .

T'he GraTITUDE Of the Galatians to their Teacher
Paul, 1s exprefled by that Apoftle in the firongeft terms—
*“ I bear you record (fays he) that if it bad becn poffibla, yz
*“ wonld have plucked out your own eyes,- and have given
““ them to me.”?  Gal. 1v. 13,

Not inferior to this was the LovEe of that fame Apoftle
him{clf towards 2be Corinthians, though they were fo far
from returning a sutual affeizion like the Galatians, that
the Apofile, it {feems, had reafon to complain of their
INGRATITUDE-——*¢ I will wery gladly sPEND, anD BE
““ SPENT Jfor you (literally <¢ for your Souls,”’ faid he)
““ though the more abundantly I LOVE you, the lfs I be
““ Lovep.” 2 Cor. xii. 15.

To ““ spEND, AND BE sPENT’ for others, and that

““ wery gladly /7’ 1s the ftrongeft expreflion of difintcrefted
Loveg that could have been chofen ! It implics a chearful
facrifice of cvery thing that is dear in this world (Lirz
ITSELF NOT EXCEPTED!) “ and greater Lowe hath o
““ Man than this, that a Man lay down bis Life for bis
‘¢ fricnds.””  John xv. 13. So that, asuo Man can bave
greater Lowe than this, we may certainly efteem it the
higheft demontitration of *¢ perfec? Lowe ;> and as the fena
tence laft quoted from the Apoftle John relates, in its pri-
mary application, to the voluntary facrifice which Chri
made of himfulf to fave Mankind, 1t leads us to the true

foundation of that ¢¢ perfect Love” e¢njoined in the Scrip-
tures,
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of ordinary Ruie of Life,  we may be
aftured, that fuch a very difficult duty,

S

tares, which (as the preceding examples demonfirate)
does occafionally qvercome the gencral Principle of ¢¢ Self-
¢ Jove,” and cvery other Zmerefied Motive natural to

€ MAN"

"The Apoitle John informs us, no lefs than zevice in one
thﬁpter,- that & GOD IS LOVE!” ({5 ©Ocos LYy Th €54y
1 John iv. 8. o ©czos a7y ¢ci. 1bid. v. 16.)

This information is introduced in an argument, whereby
the Apoftle endeavours to inculcate a due fenfe of thé
necefiity we are laid under, 20 lowe one another, becaufe
Gop hath firlt loved us: {o that GraTiTUPE TO GoOD
muft be the foundation of our ¢ Love f2 one awother 3’
;md we are therefore bound to imitate (and will certainly
endeavour to imitate, if ¢ GOop DWELLETH IN US.””
See 1 John iv. 13. 10.) that glorious Attribute of the
Divine Nature, Love (““ Gop 1s Love”) which he has
fmanlﬁ?ﬁet:l towards us, by facrlﬁcmg all that could be #ruly

gerfedt and dear in his fight, even his only bcgottcn Son,
who alfo q.r&f.rmm;:{y ﬁzé-m:z‘ffr/ bm:_/&._/f' (fbr our h'lppmefs
@pd eter ral welfare) to thc moft fevere rempor al fuﬁ"e:mgs

and ,t_:;jn]s, ewven wnio death !

'To Gop, and to the ETernaL Worp, therefore, (to
whem we are mdr:bted not only for that extraordinary
mmnfeﬁatwn of LOVL, but tor all other things that we
pnjoy, even for our very c\'lftcncc) our rcturn of Love,
muﬂ: bc UNLIMITED ;. and the natural Principle of SELF -
LOVE, which is ¢iven as the menfure of our Love to our

Netgb&mr in the Law of Liberty, . or fecond great Command-
menl,
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s that of Jaying down our Lives for #bé
Brethrer, can only be required of us on
ve"r_‘;;’r

ment, muft be entirely fupprcﬁ"ed whenever it fulls in com-—
petition -with the Lowve of God enjoined in the firff ¢ greaf
Commandment 3 and though this dotrine is very hard and
difficult to be réceived, and much more¢ difficult to be
prad&tifed, as it’ includes the moft exalted Heroifin and
Grf.:’fmzy} of” Sox/ that Human Nature is capable of attaia-
ing, yet we have ample reafon to hope and truft (as the
difcharge of our Duty ¢ cur Nesighbour includes and fulfils
the ioft ¢flential part of our Duty to God) that thole men,;
who carefully endeavour to make ¢ tbe Law qf' Liberey,?
(I Miean the jfecond gredt Commandment) -their gﬁm'ra] or
ordizary Rule of Conduét 1n Lirk, will not want die
affiftance ﬁcm the Ahmghty to cnable them to fulfil alfo
thie duty which arifes from #he Forff great Comnandment, ever
unTo DrarH, if any cxtradordiniry c¢mergency fhould
require fuch a manifeftation of their Love ; becaufe we
are affured by theé Scriprdj*és-, that ¢ Gob dawelleth”  ih
thofe mén, who maintamn the proper meafurce of Lowve and
Benevolence for the reft of mankind.

“« BE Loven” (ﬁnd the &c‘farw_'d Apoflle) ¢ Jet us Lovg
““‘ong andther : for LOVE 75 of Gob, aml cvery vre thds
““ LOVETH 05 /)a;;u ef GmJ, and kunowerh Gon., He thar
“ LOVETH NOT Aroweth ot Gud, rok Gon 1s Lovr.
< Di-thiy &bas mm}yxyz'ﬂt? the Love oF 'Gop ravards w,
“¢ fecai ﬁ !‘ZJM Goh feur bis au{v be gaz’h:?: Son sauto the aorlél,
< ghlr e mipht live through him. Hérein is LovE, ot
¢ ghat wr LOVED G oD, but that be LOVED Us, and /i
."E‘ bis Sva'to be Me f ropitiation for ohr fiiise BLLOVED, IPF
st Gon 50 I OVED U8, e odplt 4lfe'¥0 LOVE ONE AN O-
' ““ THEDR.
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very extraordinary occafions, as in times.
of perfecution, or on other fuch prefling
emergencies, when fome very fingular
Good or Benefit to our Friends, our
Cazmrry,h or Mankind in gwéewz/ appa-
rently depends upon our perfeverance
unto death for their fakes, i1n a juft caufe
to the Glory of God; or to the manifefta-
tion of his revealed Trurt, for their
confirmation and example ! This is, in-

deed, the beft and moft noble founda-
tion, not only for true PATRIOTISM

in all Men, as Members, relpetively, of
/E?me particular Natwon, but alfo for uNI-
VERSAL BENEVOLENCE, as (itizens of
the Worlds which latter Duty fhould
always regulate and limit the former (viz.
PaTRrorism) by the eternal Rules of

“ THER. No man bath feen God at any time. If awe lowe
one anothery, GOD DWELLETH IN US, and bis Love
¢ is perfelded in us.”” 1 John iv. 7—~12. And again, in
the 16th verfe—*¢ We hawe Arnoavn and believed the Love
¢ phat God hath to us. Gobp 15 LovE, and be that dawelleth
¢« sun Love, DWELLETH IN GoD, AND GOD IN HIM,
¢ Herein is our LLOveR MADE PERFECT, &C.

natural
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natural Equity and Juftice. But though
1’ chearful obedience in this ultimate
Duty’of laying down our Lives, and fa-
crificing Se/f~love, and every temporal
Blefling for the Good of others, does un-
doubtedly exalt HumAN INATURE to
the higheft pitch of Heroifiz and real
Digrzzy, let us all, neverthelefs, pray
God (as in efte¢t we do by that compre-
henfive expreflion in our daily prayers—
“ Lead us not into temptation’”) to pre-
ferve us from any fuch fevere trials of
our Obedience and Love to him as the
neceflity of of ¢ laying down our Lives
““ for the Brethren;” left, through the
want of prefence of mind, or unwari-
nefs, or through weaknefs and natural
infirmity, any of us fhould unhappily
fhrink. back from that ultimate Duty,
‘and “thereby incur the drecadful con-
demnation -of: thofe that deny Chrif}. be-
Jore Men ! Let us alfo be truly thank-

f ul, that . the abfolute Command, in. the
C fecond
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fecond great Branch of our Daty, by
which a// Mankind are fo be JUDGED
(as fhall hereafter be thewn) extends no
farthher than to limit Srrr-rovEe by a
fympatizetick Confideration or Fellow-
Jfeeling for our Newhbour's welfare, left
the former (Se/f~lowve) thould be con=
fidered as the proper and <¢ wniverfal
“ Pripciple of Aélwn,” and thereby en-
danger the peace and happinefs of So-
ciety by 1its partia! inftigations : let me
add too, that if SeLr-rovE is not thus
reftrained, it will defeat 1ts own. Purpofe
and fixed Principles of Self=prefermation,
by incurring a dreadful’ and .eternal

Doom !

L
r 1 r [
1 «

The Onmission of an Aé of Méroy
and Bercvolence towards our Nel ghbour;
when it is in our power, and occafion
requires it, zs declared by our. Lord, . the
Saviour of the Worid, to be as grofs an
affront, cuen to bimfelf, as if be had been

2 ﬁ{‘/&ﬂﬂ/{y
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perfonally negleted and denied by us!
« Inafinuch ({ays he) as ye did 1z not ¥o
 one of the leaft of thefe, YE DID IT
‘¢ NoT TOo ME. . Matt. xxv. 45. And
if Sins of OMissIoN, even towards Zbe
meaneft of owur Brethren, are by our
LLorp efteemed as a perfonal Afront
to bimfelf, we may be aflured, that the
a&tual CommissioN of Injuries will be
infinitely more heinous in his fight, and
cannot efcape his juft Vengeance. We
muft remember alfo, that zb7s Declara-
tion of our Lord will be made to thofe
miferable wretches, who fthall ftand <¢ o
¢ the Left Hand,” after the tremendous
final fentence is pafled upon them !
“« Depart from me ye Curfed, into ever-
¢ Jafling Fire, prepared for the Devil
““ and his Angels I See verfe 4.1,

It is manifeft therefore, that o Pmwla-

lation of THE LLOVE THAT Is DUE ToO
oUuR INEIGHBOUR, is a Violation alfo of
C 2 THE
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TuE Love or Gep; and, on the con-

trary, the lotter s perfected by a ftrick

obedience fo the former—<¢ If wwe LOVE
one another” ({ays the beloved Apoitle)
¢ God dwelleth in us, and His LOVE 18
<« peRFECTED IN us.” (1 Johniv. 12.)
So that the two great Commandments
appear to be reciprocally included and
blended together i1n their confequences ;
by which we may more readily perceive
the propriety of our Lord’s declaration,
that the fecond great Commandment is like
unto the firft (3); and this reciprocal
connexion between them enables us alfo
to comprehend the reafon why tbe fecond
1s given alorze (when BoTH are undoubt-
cdly neccflary) as the grand teft of Chri-
{tian obedience, and as the fum and ef-

(3) ¢ Thou poalt lowe the Lord thy God avith all thy
¢ beart, and avith oll thy foul, and avith all thy mind,
“« This is the fuft and great Commandment. AND TuE
““ SECOND 15 LIKE UNTO 1T, Thon fhalt Jove thy Neigh-

¢ bour asibyfelf. Oun thefe tavo Commandments hang all
6 phe Law and the Prophers,” (Matt. xxi1. 37. to 40.)

ftian
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fence of the whole Law of God. ¢ For
¢ all the Law is fulfilled” ({ays the Apoftle

Paul) <€ 7nz one word, (even) iz this, Thou

¢ fhalt love thy Ncigbtour as thyfelf.”
(Gal. v. 14.)

Now a continued multiplication of
Statutes (as in England, where the num-
ber exceeds the capacity of the human
Memory) affords matter only for Egu:-
vocation, Doubt, and Ewvafiorz, whereby
sounD Law is vitiated and corrupted ;
and the loathfome Proftitute, till retain-
ing zhe Name of L.aw, arifés (like the

Harlot Porery from pure CHRISTI-

ANITY) tn anotber Drefs ! She is clothed
with the many-coloured garment of mif-

conftru¢tion, and -feats herfelf at the
right hand of the unjuft judge, prompt-
ing him with wily Subterfuges, and 4ad
Precedents inftead of Law ; whereby he
1s enabled to enfnare the innocent, and
fcreen the guilty. But, on the other hand,

when we confider that <€ AL Law’ 1s
reduced
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reduced to fo fmall a compafs, that it
‘may be accounted, comparatively, as oNE
-WoRD, there is no room left for offen-
ders to plead Ignorance, as an excuie for
having violated the general Laws of
Morality, and the warural Rights of iarr-
kind. Let me therefore exhort my op-
ponents, as they regard their own eter-
nal welfare, to take this fubje& into
their mofit ferious ceniideration, and no
longer refufe to actknowledge this glo-
rious WoRrRD or Maxin, as the TRUE
MEeAasuRrRE (except a {till greater meafure
of LovE isrequired (4.) of all their a&ions,
and more cipecially with refpet to the
prefent point before us, the Legality or
Llegaliry of Slavery among Chrifizans ! For
this queiftion, by infallible neceflity,
falls under the decifion of #heis wery
Law ; becaule 1t {ets before us our own
perfonal - Feclings, as the proper Neafire
or Standard of our Bebaviour to otber

(4) This exception relates only to fuch extraordinary
cales of emergency'as are mentioned i pages 12 to 17.

Mer 3
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Alen 3 for Tyrants, Slaveholders, Extor-
tioners, and other Oppreflors, would
moft ccrtainly diflike to be treated
as they treat others; {fo that this com-
péndious Law neceflarily excludes zbe
beafl Toleration of Slavery, or of any other
Oppreffion, which an wnocent Man ( 5}
would be unwilling to expcrience in his
own perfon from another.

We

{5) On -the other hand, notorions offenders, that are
clearly convifted of their crimes by the laws of the land,
may, confiftently avizp reafin and juf¥ice, be punifhed with
a temporary DEPrivaTiON OF LimkrTy, prbwded
they be not /o/d 70 flrangers, mnor even to their oavs country-
meny, to be fubjected to pn vate dominien, or the abfolute
rufé of individuals, which 1s dtcadfu]ly bancful to mora-
Ilty' The commumity at large (and that community only
avhofe Lays Mrzy bawug broker) cun alone have any Rrenw
to detain them in édendage 3 -angl this RicHT of det;unmg
fhould bc moderated by fuLll u,_holcfome lermlﬂtlons for
thc rchgmus :;{ﬂmn.‘?m;:, ‘as well as mp!u;wzmr of the un,a-

------

n_/a; mauau, (tO lcndcr ﬂlun wor Lhy of br*mp fpecdlly rc-
ftored to Libersy) than to any other objedt ; dlld no pcr-
fons twhatfocver fhould ‘be entmﬂcd with the ¢are, ‘in-
flru@ion, or emplayu:ent of ﬁrch Pl delingueits, with=
out being fubje to the mfpt&mn and’ 1;'[7({1 controul of
the king’s judges, and of other regular erodvy officeis of the
Law dopartment (but of no other croava efficers as ‘fuch

whatcver) as alfo of the county courts of aflizes and feflions,
courts
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‘We muft therefore acknowledge  this
heavenly maxim to be the true ftandard,
not only of muzual Benevolence among
Mew~, but alfo, of our Love and Duty
to Gobp ; fince it includes the firft great
Commandment, by ¢ perfefting the Love
¢ of God in us,” as I'have before remark-
ed (fee p.20.); fothat it muft neceflarily
be efteemed the moft {ure and beft foun-
dation ¢¢ of PErRFECcT LiBErTY.” And
accordingly we find it exprefily diftin-
guithed in Scripture by the title of
“ toe Law qf Lzéeﬂy

<< 'So fpeak ye, and fo a’a,” (fftys the
Apoftle James) ¢ as they that. foall be
¢ judged 6y THE LAaw oF LIBERTY.”
(James ii. 12.) This title properly be-
:l"ongs, indeed, to the «whbole Law, or

courts of inqueft, grand juries, juftices of the pedce,
theriffs, and.of fuch other /egal guardians of the ‘public
peace, for and in behalf of the public, left the caufe of

Itéugy fhould fufter by the influcnce of any innovation

in that re{peft.
Gofpel
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Gofpe! of Chriff; and feems to be {fo ap-
plied by the fame Apoftle in the pre-

ceding chapter (2sth.verfe) wherein he
fpeaks of ¢¢ the perfe? Law oF LIBER-
““« vv.’-—Yet the general application of
the title does not leflen the propriety of
that pzzz;tz'czz/zzr application, which I con-
ceive to have been intended by the
Apoftle in this 2d chapter, becaufe the
precept in queftion 1s @ complete Compen-
dium of Cbhrifiian Morality, containing
(as I have before obferved) the wery
Effence of the whole Gofpel, or general
I.aAw oF LizerTvY, with refpect to our
Duty towards Men, and has, therefore,
an indifputable Right, alfo, to the gene-
ral Title of the whole. But there are
other reafons to juftify the application
of this general Title of the Gofpel to that
one comprehenfive Word, or Maxim, in
which ¢ g/l the Law is fulfilled.”—
Though the Apoftle James feems to

mean the whole Gofpe/ in that paffage of
D hits
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his firft chapter, wherein he mentions
<« rug PERFECT LLAw oF LIBERTY.”
—Yet the whole tenor of his argument
in the 2d chapter, where he again men-
tions Tur Law or LIBERTY, Is ap-
parently founded on the Principles of
the glorious Maxim in queftion
¢« THOU SHALT LOVE THY NEIGH-
¢, goUR As THYSELF ; for the Subjelt,
in the beginning of the chapter, parti-
cularly relates to. £be Duty we owe 20 OUR
NEIGHBOURS, being a warning againit
<« Refped of Perfons,” or Partiality ; and
as the Maxim in queftion forbids even
Self-preference, by directing us Zo. ¢ love
¢ our Neighbours (as) As ourfelves,” it is {0
apparently fuitable to the Apoftle’s. fu)-
geé?, that he expreflly cites it under the
eminent title of the ¢ Ruoyal Law (vouow
Bacmuxaey) to. enforce his argument. “¢ My
<« Brethrer” ({ays. he) <€ bgve not the
< Faith of our Lord Sfefius. Chriff”’ (the
Lord). ¢¢ of Glory, WiTH RESPECT OF

' ‘“ PER~
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¢ Persons ;" and then, after charging
them in the 2d and 3d verfes with Par-
tiality, 10 preferring a well-drefled Man
in their aflemblies to the Povr, and aftet
appealing to them thereupon in the 4th
and ¢th verfes, faying, ¢ Are ye nof
““ partial in yourfelves,” &c. and allo,
after reproving them (in the6th and 7th
verfes) for defpiing the Poor ; he adds;
in the 8th verfe—<< If ye fulfl,” ({ays he)
¢ zhe Rovar LAw (vouw Bucirixer) ac-
cording to the S¢ripture, THOU sSHALT
“ LovE' THY INEIGHBOUR As THY-
“ seLF, (which is the very Maxim in
queftion) ¢ ye do well: But if” ye have
‘““ RespecT To PERsons,” (fays he,
thereby plainly pointing out this PaAr-
TIALITY as a.dire¢t breach of the faid
Rovyar LLaw) ¢ ye commit Sin, and are
¢ convinced of the Law as Tranfrreffors.
For whoforver fball keep the whole Law,”
(continues the Apoftle) and yer offend i
““ one. (point) he is guilty of all. For be

D 2 ““ thar
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¢ that faid do not commit Adultery ; [aid
¢ alfo, Do not kill. Now f thou commit
¢ no Adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art
¢ become a Tranfgreffor of the Law. So
< (peak ye, and fo do ye, as they that fhall
¢ be JUDGED &y the LAW oF L1BERTY,”
(manifeftly referring us to the zndifpen-

fible Principle of doing as we would be done
by, or to that which is exactly parallel

—zthe loving our Neighbours as ourfelves)
‘¢ FTOR HE SHALL HAVE JUDGMENT
“« witHouT MERCY"” (faid the Apoitle)
¢ THAT HATH SHEWED No MERcCY ;
“ and Mercy rejoiceth againft ‘Fudgment.”
(James ii. 1. to 13.)

This abfolute neceffity that we are
laixd under to fhew Mercy, that we may
obtain Mercy, is apparently founded on
" the very fame Principle, which our Lord
declared. to be ¢ the Law and the Pro-
© pbets 3’ that is, the fum and eflence of

the whole Scriptures, as I have before
| remarked
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remarked—<‘ ALL THINGS WHATSsO-
‘“ EVER YE WOULD THATMEN SHOULD

‘“ po TO YOU, DO YE EVEN SO TO
‘¢ THEM: FOR THIS IS THE LAwW AND

‘¢« THE PRrRopHETS;  (Mat. vii. 12.)
and I have already fhewn (in p. 3.)
that this comprehenfive Maxim is exactly
the fame in effet (though exprefled in
different words) as the fecond great
Commandment of our Lord, ¢ THou
‘“ SHALT LOVE THY INEIGHBOUR AS
““ THYSELF ; in which (as the Apoftle
Paul has expreflly declared) << AN zbe
““ Law s fulfilled,” viz. < Al the Law
(fays he) <“zs fulfilled in oNE woRD (even)
¢ sn this, THOU SHALT LOVE THY
¢ NE1GHBOUR As THYSELF.” (Gal.

V. 14.)

THi_s one Word '(as the Maxilﬁ is
efteccmed by the Apoiftle Paul) is there-
fore undoubtedly that glorious ¢ Law

¢« oF LiBerTY” by which we fball all
be
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be judged, as the Apoftle James hadth
fairly warned us—<< So fpeak ye, and [
““ do” ({ays he) ¢ as zhey that sHALL
““ B¢ JUDGED BY THE LAaw or Li-
<. gerTY.” And therefore, if what has
already been faid be duly confidered, the
ptopriety of citing this glorious and
céniprchenfrve' LAw oF LIBERTY, in
vindication of the NATURAL LIBERTY
ot MANKIND againft the Tyranny of
Sl.«:zveba/den, cannot be doubted-or called
i qtieﬁron fot though this SUPREME
FAw V1rtually prohibits every other kind
of Oppreffion, yet its very title leads us
fo ‘a more particular and exprefs appli-
cation of it AcaINsT THE TOLERA-
TI6N OF SLAVERY AMONG CHRISTI-
ANS : becaufe it feems to be thus: emi-
nently diftinguifhed by the appointment
of God hinfelf in his Holy Word, as
zbe pcczzi"z}z‘}i‘ﬂfizfﬂ"ork"e‘ againft that banefil
Evsl (S1 AVI:RY) which is moft oppolite

and repugnant to its glcmous title—
a “ THE
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«« Tug Law orF LIBERTY.” This
s« I,Aw oF LIBERTY,” this SUPREAM,
this. < Rovar Law,” muit therefore
be our guide in the interpretation and
examination of all Laws which relate
to the Rights of Perfons, becaufe it ex-
cludes Partiality, or Refpect of Perfons,
and confequently removes all ground for
the pretence of any abfolute Right of Do~
minion inberent in the Maflers over their
Slaves : for as all Ranks of Men are
EQUAL 1 the Sight of God (the Chriftian
Slave, or Servant, being #he Freeman of
the Lord, and the Chriftian Mafler the
Servant of Chrift, 1 Cor. vii. 22.) there
is no doubt but that the famc CGbriftian
Qualitiés are neceffary to be maintained
by the Chriftian MasrrRr, that are re-
quired of the Chriffian SERVANT 3~ as
Humility, Fargivenc/s of Ticlpaffes or
Dybits, and (though not Subiizffion, yect
certainly) Brotberty Love towards Infe-
riors, with wufeigned Charity and wuniver-

Jal
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f2! Benevolence, founded on the glorious
Maxim, or Royal Law, << THOU SHALT
¢ tovE THY NEIGHBOUR AS THY-
¢ sgLF.” All which are as indifpenfably
neceflary to form the difpofition of a
true Chriftian Mafter, as they are abfo-
lutely incompatible with the oppreflfive

and tyrannical Claims of our American
Slaveholders! <€ Quod tib: freri non wvis,

¢ glteri ne feceris. What thou wouldef?
“ not have done to thee, do nor thou to
¢« guother,’—was the favourite Maxim
of the Emperor Adlexander Severus, ac-
cording to the Report of Lampridius
quoted by the learned Jof. Mede, Book 3.
p. sgo. This Principle was probably
deduced from ¢ THE Rovar Law,”
¢« or LAw ofF LiBerRTY ;" for Lam-
pridius relates, that the Emperor heard
it either from fome Jews or Chriftians:
(‘“ Quod a quibufilam five Fudewis five
¢ .Chriftianis audierat, et tenebat,” &c.)

and
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aiid it caninot be denied, that the doétrine
of it is neceflarily included 1n that great
and indifpenfable Commandment. The
docrine was exprefled even by Chrift
himfelf nearly to the fame efte&t, which
I have already quoted :—<¢ A/ things
““ qebatfover ye awould. that Men fhould do
< 70 you, do ye even fo to ticnz > FOR THIS
“ 1s TUE L.AwW and THE PrRoPHETS.”
(Mat. vii. 12.) So that Slavery is ab-
folutely inconfiftent with Chriftianity,
becaule we cannot {ay of any Slavebolder,
that he doth 2ot to another, what he
would not have done to himfelf! For
he is continually ecxalling nvoluntary
Labour from others withour Wages,
which he would think monftroufly un-
juft, were he hunfelf the Suffercr !
Nay, many of them are {fo befotted
with-Avarice, that they are not content
with. reaping 2he whole Fruit of other
Men's Labour wupon Darth wiTHOUT
| I WAGES ;
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WAaGEs (3); but would deprive their
pcor Labourers even of their eternal
Comfort, if they could exact a little
more Work from them, by reducing
them nearer to the State of Brutes !—
What I advance cannot be denied; for
it is notorious, that wmany Maflers oppole
the inftru&@ion of their S/aves 1n Chri-
ftian Knowledge ; and fur wvery few pro-
mote it as they ought; fo that the Ini-
quity of the ignorant Slave mult reft wzzé
double Weight on the guilty head of the
owner, to fill up the meafure of his fins !

Suppofe a reverfe of fortune—that
an Englith or Scotch Slavebolder, or
Slawvedealer, 1s thipwrecked on the Bar-
bary Coaft, and 1s retained, as a Slave,
by the Moors, who {ecize him; or is
fold, as fuch, to another Perfon, accord-

(3) ¢ Woc unto bim that buildeth his Honfe by Unripht-
“ coufucssy and bis Chambers by Wrong 3 that USETH HIS
¢« NricHpour’s Service witnour WAGES, AND

¢ GIVETH HIM NoT ror HI1s Work,” Jer. xxii. 13.

ing
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ing to the deteftable cuftoms of that
Savage people |-—W ould he efteem him-
felf the /lawfi/ Property of his tawney

Mafter, becaufe the wretched police of

thofe Barbarians, 2 folerating Slavery, 1s
fimilar to his own former practices as

an American Slavebolder, or _African
Trader 2 Would he not think it cruel
treatment to be efteemed @ mzere Chartel ;
and, as fuch, to be ranked with the
horfes and oxen of his African Mafter ?
Like them, to be compelled by ftripes
to perform the moft fervile and abject
Labour ? Lzke them, to receive no Wages,
or other Reward for his Service, except
a little coarfe Provender, merely to keep
him in working Order for his Mafter's
Benefit 7 Would he not think himfelf
grievoufly injured by being forcibly de-
tained and prevented from working for
himfelf ¢ And would he not think him-
felf ablolutely robbed of the Fruits of bis
own Labour ? He would certainly have

E 2 ample
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ample reafon to lament the Mahome-
tan’s Ignorance of the heavenly Precept,
f¢ TuoUu SHALT LOVE THY INEIGH-
BOUR As THYSELF ; for he would then
be taught, by his own OSuifferings, to
comprehend the full force, extent, and
and meaning of that benevolent Com-
mand, which, in his profperity, he was
pever awi//ing to underftand, though the
doétrine 1s {o plain and obvious, that
there can be no excufe for mifunder-
ftanding it; for unlefs the Slaveholder
can make 1t appear, zbhat bis SLAVE is
not /s NEIGHBOUR, he muft neceflarily
acknowledge 7025 < Law oF LiBERTY”
to be zbe frue Mveafire of his condult
and bchaviour fowards bis SLave, as
well as fowards all other MEN !

Let not Slaveholders or African Traders
conceive, that they are at liberty to
rccewve or reject this glorious Precept,
according as 1t may {uit their intercit

or
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ot convenicnce ! But rather let them
carefully examine (for they are particu-
larly interefted in the determination of
the queftion) whether obedience to the
doétrine of the great ““ Law or LiDER-
“¢ TY,” 1s not abfolutely indifpenfable ?
And whether the violation of it is not
dangerous to falvation !

If they think there 1s any room to
flatter themfelves, that they do not

offend God by tolerating Slavery among
them, let them but examine their
Actions by this <¢ Rovar Law,” and
they will clearly perceive both their
Guilt and Danger, unlefs they have Corn-
Jciences feared with a bot Iron !”

““ If ye bave refpelt unto Perfons” ({ays
the Apottle James, when he enforces the
Obf{crvation of the RovarL Law) ¢ ye
““ cannnit Sin, and are convinced cf TUE.
““« LAw AsTRANSGRESSORS, &c. i1.9.

Now
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Now this Offence of ¢¢ baving Refpect

 ynto Perfons,” is a mark which ftrong-
ly charaterizes Slavebolders as Violaters

of ¢ Tue Rovar Law.”

They are courteous, friendly, and hof-
pitable enough, in general, to Perfons
of their own Rank, as, 1ndeed, they
ought to be ; but, at the fame time,
they look down upon their S/zves (who
are equally their Brethren) as if they
were not Human Beings, and rank them
as mere Ghattels with their Horfes and
Dogs ; fo that there needs no Argument
to prove them guilty of ¢ baving RefpelF
““ unto Perfons” in a moit notorious de-
gree, whereby they furely €< commzt Sin,”
and are ‘¢ convinced of the Law as Tran/~
¢« greffors.””  What therefore have fuch
Men to expedt, when they fhall be
judged by “ THe LAw or LiBrrTY !”

cfpecially as the Apoftle adds, < zbey
““ fhall
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<« fhall bave Fudgment without Mercy,
¢ that bave fhewed no Mercy I” &c,

And even our Lord himfelf has de-
clared the very fame dodtrine, though
in different Words—<¢ Zuh the fame
‘¢« MEASURE Zbhat ye METE" (fays he)
¢ fhall it be MEASURED unto you again.”
T pap avTe HeTpo © peTpedle apTipeTpnlngeTear vy,

Lukevi. 38. Mat. vii. 2. Mark iv. 24.

What MEAsURE of Benevolence, there-
fore, have thefe Men to expeé, who
endeavour to enrich THEMSELVES by ez-
Sflaving and oppreffing their BRETHREN ?
For Men, who, ¢ awithout Mrrcy,” or
Fellow-feeling, have violated ¢ THE
‘¢« Rovyar Law or LiIBerTY,” can
neither be faid to /Zve God, nor their
Neighoour, as directed in the two great
Commandments, and confequently are
Violaters of ¢¢ #be whole Laww ;" by which

they abfolutely deprive themfclves of
the
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the Bencfit of Chrift’s Redemption {
This feems to be the neceflary meaning
of that dreadful Doom before-men-
tioned ; << He fball have JUDGMENT
<< quithort MERCY, that barh [hewed No

¢¢c Merevy.”

‘But lct no- Man conccive, tnat I pre~
fume to charge Individuals, or any Per-
fone. e prariicular, with the want of this
MzRrcyY, fo ncceflary to Salvation, even
though they are apparently guilty of
that oppreflive treatment of their Nezgh-
bour, which I now oppofe; for this
would feem. like fetting bounds to the
Mrency of God, whereby I {hould be liable
to involve mylelf, as an wncharitable
Fudge, in the fame condemnation. And
there are, certainly, a varicty of cir-
cumiltances, beyond the reach of human
knowledge, that may extenuate the guilt
of particular Perfons, of which the great
Searcher of FHlearts alone can judge!

It

o
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It is not, therefore, the Perjoins, but
the uncharitable Practices of Slaveholders
and Slavedealers, that I now venture 7o
condemn ; and thefe I can with confi-
dence afirm to be réally damnable, or
dangerous to Salvation, as being the moft
notorious violations of that Chriftian
Charity, or Love oF oUR NEIGHBOUR,
which God indifpenfably requires of us,
and without which, the higheft Gifts are
vain, and even Fazth itfelf ! For, tho’ I bave
¢« ALL Fartu” ({aid the Apoftle Paul)
¢ o that 1 could remove Maam‘m’%r, and have
““ o CHARITY, I am nothing.” 1 Cor.
xiii. 2. The nature of this indifpenfable
CuARITY is more particularly defcribed
by the fame Apoftle under the appellation
of LLove (#ayam). ¢ Love,” (fays he)
“ aqvorketh no ILL to bis Neighbour » there-
* fore LovE is the fulfilling of the Law.”
Rom. xiii. 10. But, as the being de-
tairted in @z mvoluntary Slavéry is one of
the greateft Inrs, or Evirs, that can

F happen
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happen to our Neighbbour, 1t muit nccef-
f.lrlly be allowed, that he who caufes, or
continues {uch an unnatural Oppreflion Q’f
poor unfortunate Strangers, who never
injured him, nor his, nor ever volun-
tarily contradted to ferve him, even for
the fhorteft term, much lefs for lif"c;.l
fuch a Man, I {fay, moft certainly
““ qvorkerh ILL 1o brs Neghbour ;7 and,
confequently, - violates that /zving Love,
which 1s required for ¢ the jfulfilling of
< the chw.. - For ¢¢ be thar LovETH
“_ czmz%er (fays the Apoitle in a pre-
cedmg Verfe of the fame chapter) << bat/
““ fulfilled the Law =" and after repeatmg
the fevcxal Articles of the Decalogue,
lefpe&uw our Duty towards our NEIGH~
BoUR, he adds, ¢ and if there be mgy‘
‘¢ oz‘/fwr Commandment, it is briefly com-
¢« j)rc(?g’fzdm’ w2 thes, Tnov suALT LOVE
““ THY NI‘IGIIFOUR AS TI—IYSFLE."
Rom. xui, 8—10. We nmay thcrcfmd

fau]y conc]udc that this glouous MAx-
™M



[ 43 ]

M is the touchftone or proof of thar
Javing Love, which is THE FULFILL-
iNG oF THE LaAw, and without which
¢« FAITH 1S DEAD, as declared by z‘ée
ﬂpq/i/e Paul/ ; that it is alfo «“ THE
RovaL LAW,”_{ being thus umnently
dlﬂmfrulfhcd from all other Precepts of
the Gofpel, by the Apofile James 5 and
if it s nor “alfo par txcularly ﬁgmﬁed
*(though I am fully convinced that 1t Z'J‘)
‘under the Tltle of ¢ THE Law’ OF
«« LIBERTY,” by the fame Aj)ﬂﬁ’f in
his  2d Clmpter_, yet it IS fure]y one of
‘the moft effential and complehenﬁve
qPr1nc1ples ofthat ““ Law or LiBrrTY,”

'by Wthh e ﬂuz// all be ]thgc’a’ be-
caufe the Apoﬂ:le at the fame time de-

clares, that ¢ be Shall bave fudgment
‘WITIIOUT MER(,Y, who bath fhewed No

Mrrcy ;" (chap. ii. 13.) by which he
m.mlf'cftly refers ‘to the' Breach of that

p'uncuhr Pleccpt Wthh ought to re-

gulate thc Conduét of all Mankmd to-
e I' 2 wards
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wards each other ; and therefore, laftly,
we muft acknowledge this fame Precept
to be alfo THE TRUE MEASURE or Teft
on which our eternal Doom will depend
in that awful Day, when it ¢ fball be
¢ MEASURED #unto us again,” according
10 THE MEAéURE of our Actions, as
declared by the efernal Fudge himfelf,
(Mat. vii. 2. Mark iv. 24.. Luke vi. 38.)
whofe Words cannot fail ! And if even

a mere Neglec? or Omz jzo:z in our Duty
towards our Neighbour is fo offenfive to
our blefled Lord, that he efteems it as
a Denial and Affront to his own Perfon,
(Wthh I h'we already obferved) how
much more qj‘ezz rve to. him muit be #z4e

aé?mz/ Cazmzz iffion of the. groﬁ'eft In_]urles,
fuch_as the Exaction of an imvoluntary
Ser'vzce f'rom our poor Brethren ‘“ WITH-
““ oUT W.{\GES, ' and the various Cru-
clt;es ufually prafhfcd‘ tp eanrce the
fame, WhICh are thc neceﬂ'ary anctltlun-

|||||||

2 drchfu]
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a dreadful MEASURE of RETRIBUTION,:
then, may obftinate and unrepenting
Slavebolders and Slavedealers juftly expelt

from the righteous Judge! Surely there
is but too much Caufe to apprechend,

that Chrift will one Day PROFESs UNTO
THEM—<¢ Inafinuch as ye have done it unto

““ one of the leaft of thefe my Brethren,
¢ ye bave DONE 1T UNTO ME!” (Mat.

XXV. 4.0.)

This Sentence, indeed, is applied in
the Text to thofe who fhall have ponE
GooD to their Brethren; yet by necefl-
fary Confequence it is equally applicable
(as in the 45th verfe) to thofe who have
negle@ted, or thewn them xo Brozherly
Love and CHARITY ¢ Inafinuch (faid
our Lord) “¢ as ye did it not to one of
¢ the /ez_rﬁ qf theféy, ye did it not ro me.
‘““ And thefe (by which our Lord plamly -
referred to all that fhould neglect, or

v1olj1te that indifpen{ible B; at[)er{y Love
and
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érid 1Clmrzty whlch he an01ned) ‘ ﬁ!w/z

‘“ ga away INTO EVERLASTING PU-—
‘“« NISHMENT : but the Righteous into

¢ L jZ’ eternal I’

But alas !—to or/dly minded Men
the Judgments of another World feein
too far diftant to awaken their Atten-
tion, though they are liable to be called
away, in the very next Hour, to 4 State

of Exiftence, wherein the moft pun-
gent Remorfe will avail them nothlng
From fuch therefore, and from thofe
,unrepentmg Indlwduals, that W1ll {tll
perﬁﬁ: in v1olat1ng the LAw oF LIBERTY
by S/rzw—dealmg and Slave-bolding, it is
time to turn away' I have already bc-
{towed too much labour upon thcm I
mean, with, refpect to themfelvcs' But
this War nmg was not intended fm them
alonc ;.—the whole Commumty—-—-—cvcl 'y
Ind1v1dua1 (W1thout cxcupn,ng even "hOIL
who never had the leift Concern in p1]o—

| moting
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moting Slavery) is perfonally interefted
1n thc Connderatmn of - this Sub_]e&

For 1f a Breach of Gods Command

even in the hidden Crlme of a ﬁncrle In—1
dividual, asin the Cafe of ﬂd)zm, could

involve a whole Nation in Trouble (4),
qnd deprive them of God’s DBleffing,

“how

(1) ¢ == For Achan th: Son of Carmi,”——tcol of THED
““ accurseDd Thing,” (i.e. of that which was devared
te DefirutZion by God’s exprefs Command) : ¢ And the
¢ Anger of the Lord avas kindled againft the C bildren of
d ]ﬁ*ae! 2 _Iafhua vii. 1.—~Thus the whole NaTion was
involved in the Confequences of Achan’s Guilt ! Nay,
Fehowah himfelf exprefsly imputed the Aétion of that one
Individual to the Narrown at large, until a folemn and
pubhc errt::m of NaTioxaL Juftice had expmtcd that
prefumptive Breach of his Command! For when Jofhua
and the Eldels of Ifrael lay proftrate before God, lament-
ing the pub]u. Calamity and Difgrace, which a late De-
feat \of their Army had brought upon the NaTron,—
‘ rlre Loyd (]ehﬂvah) Jaid unto Toftwa, Get thee up 3
‘¢ rw/.wuﬁw )n:.'/? thow thus upon b w Face 7 IskaEL /Jaf/i
(« fm:ea’ and THEY HAVE alfo TRANSGRESSED my Cowe-
““ nant ru,b;.«j; J cammm;(ﬁ'rf them . ﬁr THEY bave cven taken
¢ fy"'rm ..-mcv rsgp THING, ama’ hawe flolen, (thnt T
THEY Dave ﬂn/m M3Y) ¢ and THEY have diffimbled
“ alfo, and 1vEy bave put (1t) even among their, onvir

«« St (Yet this general Crime, for fo it was impitéd,
‘ was
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how much more hateful in the Sight
of God muft bé'a public Infringement
of his ‘RovyaL LAW, THE PERFECT
Law oF L1BERTY, by 7natione/ Autho-
rity ! | -

The AFRICAN SLAVE TRrRADE; which
includes the moit contemptuous Viola-
tions.of. Brotierly Love and Charity that
men can be guiltyof, is openlyencouraged
and promoted by the Britith Parliament !
And the moft deteftable- and oppreflive

was perpétrated by @ fiigle Individual, though the wibole
Natrion was doomed to fuffer for it till the aftual Ag-
greflor (hould be braught to public Fuffice ; and this fhould
teach ué, that the Welfate of Nations greatly depends
on a ftri&t Adminiftration of public Fuffice and Righteon/-
nefs, left the State fhould be accountable for the Crimes of
Individuals,) ¢ Therefore the Children of lfrael” (faid
]éhmrah himfelf) ¢ could not fland before their Enemics,
‘¢ (but) turned (their) Backs before their Enemies, becaufe
¢¢ phey avere accURSED.” (Thus the CuRSE was tranf-
ferred to the People from THe AccuURrRsED THiING, until

public Fuftice could trace and transfer it to the devoted

Head of the guilty Pcrfon 1y ¢ Neither awill T (faid Je-
hnvah) “ be auith you any wiore, except ye defiroy THE

¢ ACCURSED firom among you.” Sce thie whole Chapter.

Slavery,
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Slavery, that ever difgraced even -the
unenlightened Heathens, is noterioufly
zolerated in-the Britith Colonies by the
pubiic A5 of thelr refpetive-Afiemblies,
—by Acts that have been ratified with
the Afifent and Concurrence of BrRi1TisH

Kincgs!

The horrible Guilt therefore, which
1s incurred by Slve-dealing and Slave-

bolding, 1s no longer confined to the -

tew hardened Individuals, that are im-
mediately concerned in thofe baneful
Praftices, but alas! the wanorz Bri-
TISH EMPIRE 1s involved !

By the unhappy Concurrence of Nz-
tional Autbority, the GuirLT is rendered
National ; and Natwna! GuirT muft in-
evitably draw down from Gop fome tre-
mendous Nationa/ Punifhment (which,
I truft, is fully demonftrated in my Tra&t
on THE Law of RETRIBUTION) 1If we
do not f{peedily “¢ rake away the accurfed

G ““ Thing
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““ Thupg frows among us,”—if we do not
carefully reform and redrefs at leaft every
pudlic and motorious Violation of Gop’s

¢ Rﬂ_yd’] L(ﬁ‘zc;,’-‘! €é rﬁg ﬁf’jﬁﬂ de‘ZfE‘) ?f‘
LA S Lz‘éeﬁ[ﬂ !:.r

GRANVILLE SHARP,

“ GLoRY {o Gobp in the Highef !
¢ And on Earth—PrAack,
“ Goop Wity towards Men !”
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XV# 13- I‘;, n.
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““ Thang frem among us,”—if we do not
carefully reform and redrefs at leaft cvery
pudlic and gpetorious Violation of Gop’s

" Royal Law,” < the perfedt Law of
““ Laberzy I

GRANVILLE SHARP.

“ GLoRY to Gop in the Miigheft !
‘¢ And on Farth—Prack,
* Goop WirL towards Men !



TEXTS or SCRIPTURE
QUOTEID br ILLUSTRATED

IN THE FOREGOING TRACT.
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XIX. 28. o
DEUTERONOMY.
VI. 5. 8
1 JOSHUA.
V1ili. . 48, n.
X. 4774 Ny
| JEREMIAH,
XXI1I. I3. 345 1
o MATTHE W,
V1. 2. 2Q. 44
12. 9« 29- 33
X XTI, 37—40. 20; n.
40- g
XXV, 40. 45
41. 19
45- IQ+ 45
MARK.
Iv. 24- 39+ 44-
| LUKE.
VI 38. 39- 44
o JOH N.
XV, I3. 13, Ne

G 2 RO MANS.
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ROMANS.
Chapter. Verfe. Page.
XT1I4. -B=—10. - -42 _
L . 10. 41
I CORINTHIANS. -
VII. 22 3T
XIII. 2. 41
I CORINTHIANS.
X1I. 15. I3, n.
GALATIANS.
1V, IS. I3, n.
V. 14. 10. 29
JAMES.
I. 26
1. 26. 47
I3. 43
I—I13. 28
2, 35 45 5, 6, v, 8. 27
9- 37
12. 6. 24 -
13. 7+ 43
25. 25
I TOHN. |
- II1. 16. . 12 -
1V. T—12. 16, n.
8. 14, 1.
13. 16. 14, n.
16. 16, n.

INDE X.



I N D E X,

A

j FRICAN Slave-trade, encouraged by parlia-

ment, page 43. |
Alexander Severus (emp.) his favourite maxim, 232
Author, his defign in this traét, 5. And for whofe
ufe it.is intended, 7. The confideration of which
every man is interefted in, 7. 46. & feq. See
Slavebolders.
B

Benevolence (univerfal) its beft foundation, 16.

Brethren, the duty of laying down our lives for them
explained, 12, & feq. ‘1’he higheft demonftration
of perfelt love, 13 note. Only required on very
extraordinary occaﬁons, 16,

C
Charity, an indifpenfable duty, 41.
Chriftian Maflcr, his qualifications, 32.
Corinthians, their ingratitude to St. Paul, 13 nose.

G

Galatians, their gratitude to St. Paul, 13 zote.

(G OD, thc extent of our love to him, 8. Is love,
14 note. Our love to him perfeéed by that to our
ncighbour, 20. All men equal in his fight, 21I.

Gofpel, its moral duties comprehended in two fingle
gcrinciplcs, 7. - ls properly the law of liberty, 24,

feq.

Gmt:}:ﬂ/& to God, . the foundation of our love to one
another, 14 note.  Sce Self-love. I
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. Fuft Liwgsiation of Slavery sn-the laws of God, 3.
I,

Lampridius, 32.

Law. Secc Statutes. o

Law of Liberty, recommended as a rule of action by
St. Jamesy, 6. Dchined, 24. See Gofpely Slaviry.
Obedience to it, indifpenfable, 37, & feq. e

Law of Nature, and Principles of Hétion: in -Man,

. 12 zbte, 173 hote. ’

Laty of Paffive Obidivnce; 5. |

f.iberdy, hotorious offeriders may be tempotafily de-
prived of, 273 snoze.

Lifz, laying it down for our brethren. -See Bredhiesn.

Love, of God and our rieighbour, the two moral

printciples of the gofpely 8. See Neighbour.

Mz‘z’!e (Jol.) 32. | | | |
Morality, ignorance na cxcufe for having vidlated its
laws, 22.

N
Neighbonr, our lové to hith cxpliitied; 8. Ehnforced
Isy-oui- Saviout, q. And By St: Paul; 1e. Omif-
fton of it, declared by our Saviour an affront to
hinifelt, 18. A violatibh of it violates our love
to Gotl; 19. Sce GOD. The Royal Law, 26.
* i.é T'he neceflity thércof ptoved, 27; 28. The
~La% of Libtyty, 43. Theteft oh which our éter-
nad dobm vﬂll depend, 44.

B ' P
P({fr:'a_f?;z (true) its nobleft foundation, 16.
Parl (St ) Hi% 1aVe to_thé Corinthidnt; 13 nolr.
Popery, how it differs from piife Chriftisnity, 21.

» 1

L3

R.



[ 355 ]

R
Royal Law. See Neighbour.

S

Self-love, the rule of our condult towards other men,
10, 11, But not the univerfal principle of adtion,
- 18. “Muft be fupprefled when it comes in con.-
petition with the love of Ged, 15 #nsze.

Nlaveholders, the legality or illegality of their prac-
tices among Chriftians confidered, 6, & fcy. T hctr
praltices contrary to the laws of Chrift, in doing
that to others, which they would not have done to
themfelves, 33. A {triking appeal to their con-
fciences, 34, & {cq. T'he finfulnels of their con-
duct, 38, & feq. ‘T'hcir praétices, not their per-
fons, condemned by the author, 41. The injuf~
tice of thofe practices, 74:4. "I'he dreadiul con-
fcquences to be expeéted from them, 44.

Slavery, the inveftigation of its legality or illegality
among Chriftians, the defign of this tralt, 6, 7.
Not defenfible on Chriftian principles, 23. I10x-
prefsly againft the Law of Isiberty, 30. Abfo-
tutely inconfiftent wiih Chrittianity, 22.

Statutes, their multiplicity in England only aftords
matter for cquivocation, doubt, and cvafion, 21,

F I N I S
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