Lhe Christian Parent:

OR, SHORT AND PLAIN

Difcourfes concerning God,

AND THE

WORKS AND WORD OF GOD,
| IN
CREATION, REDEMPTION,

AND

SANCTIFICATION:

S

Intended originally for fome Younc PErsons
ina FamMILy. . ~

THE THIRD EDITION,
CORRECTED BY THE AUTHOR.

x"v-. :' - ! ’ *

Come, ye Children, hearken unto me.. I awill tmcb oK -
the Fear of the Lorp. Plalm xxii. 11.

By Humility and the Fear of the LORD, are R R:cé::.r,
and Honour, and Life. Prov. xxii. 4.

-~

LONDON:
PRINTED AND SOLD BY V. GRIFFITHS,
NO. I, PATERNCITER ROW.

1793.
[Price 15, 6d.]






PREFACE.

| OD having been pleafed to grant me a fa«
mily of children, and fome of them now.

growing up towards the years of difcretion, 1
wifhed to lay a few ferious refle&ions before
them, which might be read at leifure, in private,
and which, through the divine blefling, might
promote the end of thofe converfations, which.
myduty and love have induced me at other times
to hold with them. I {uppofed too, that fuch a
thing as a little book, particularly addreffed to
each of them, might be received with the more
- attention, and be more carefully and frequently:
read, as a particular pledge of my regard; and
for this end, I have lefta blank for the name, to
be added-by the pen, at the head of the firftpage.
And I have alfo prefumed, that what might be
ufeful or acceptable to my own youne people,
might, if approved of by their friends, be not
difagreeable or ufelefs to others; and therefore
I have ventured to trefpafs on the world with this
lictle piece, which, if only the purpofe of it be
confidered, claims the candour and allowance
" of the pious and intelligent reader. . -

a2 I Founp



PR ELFACE
I found it more difficult than I at fir®t ap-
nrehended, - to go through a tafk of this kind, fo
as to bring down the high lubjeéls, of which I
treat, to the apprehenfion of young capacitices,
without too much degrading thofe fubjelts on
the one hand, or without perplexing the young
people on the other. Probably I have not fuc-
ceeded according to my wifh atlaft. Probably
therc are, from the very {ublimity of {fome things
mentioned, difficultjes, which, without further
afliftance, may be embarrafling ; and, efpecially,
as I mean this piece for a Catechetical Supple-
menty in which the method of bringing youth
into a juilt acquaintance with the New Tefta-
ment by means of the Old, is, fo far as I know,
“unattempted before, at leaft in the order of the
offices of the bleffed Trinity in the Godhead.
I muift take leave therefore to call upon thofe,
who think thefe papers worthy the attention of
them{elves or their children, to help me out;
and 1 believe, that I need not ufe many perfua=
fions to religious and affedtionate parents or
friends, to clear up important fubjeétsto young
perfons, or .to anfwer their queftions. If this
tract may lead thele only to afk {uch queltions
of the others; asmay tend to gain right inform-
ation; 1 fhall be ready-to hope, that neither
their trouble in anfwering, nor mine in writing,
will be entirely thrown away. ‘ :

I would hope too, that this little book may
net improperly be putinto the hands of fome fe-
rious grown perfons, who have not had the ad-

vantages of education, but who would be: glad of
| | T fome



PR EFACE.: o4

~ fome (though but thort) informations,refpedting

fubjects of the moft liberal, as I am fure they

will be concerning thofe of the moft lalting,
importance. Such will have the kindnefs to dif-
penfe with the form of the addrefs, originally
meant for younger perfons, and receive what
they can find proper for themfelves, though it
be (as it were) over the fhoulders of the others.
The papers were defigned for youths between
“ten and eighteen years, or upwards, the ages of
{ome of my children; though, I own, there are
feveral things in them, efpecially in the more
. religious parts, which may try the capacities of
older perfons, however beneath them fome other
refleCtions may be found. As I wifhed to lay
before them a general view of the principles and
doftrines of religion, I could not omit fome
truths, which, after all, may only be fit for more
advanced years and more eftablifthed underftand-
ings. It is probably impofiible, in writing uponn
fo comprehenfive a.fubjelt, to be entirely upon
the level with all: at leaft, I do not pretend-to
any fuch thing, but intreat the kind afliftance of
religious parents, and more able inftruétors than,
myfelf, to carry up or bring down the hints L have
fubmitted, according to themninds of thofe whom -
they may allow to read them. | |

I cannot conclude this preface without taking
the liberty of fuggefting, though to ferious per-
fons it may be quite unneceflary, that none of -
our endeavours or inftru&ions, however diligent
we may, and certainly ought to be, in employing
them, can be of any folid or lafting ufe, without

a greater
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a greater help than our ownjy and therefore I
gladly believe, that none of this charalter will
hefitate a moment to join their prayers with
mine, that God in thefe, as well as in all other
thinis maybe glorified, and that the young people,
committed by his providence to our charge, may
be edified and eftablithed 2 every good way and
work through CHRIST JESUs, ‘Amen,

. June 17, 1789,
| 1 OC 63
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CHRISTIAN PARLENT,.
| PART I. |

=
ADDRELSS Lo e
2o 1y dear : | S
MY DEAR CHILD, S R
QU have been' taught the firft principles of
knowledge, and are.now able to-underftand
and to refle€t upon many things. It 1s therefore pro-.
per for you-to feek for more and more inftruétion, .
and to lay up in your memory all the good leffons;
which you have received, or may yet have the happi-
nefs to learn, from your friends. Nothing is-for
delightful as true knowledge, as you will; -I hope;'
~ always-find for your comfort; and -1 will add, in"
- order toéncourage your enquiriés,fcarce anything is
more pleafant to a liberal mind than to teachthofe.
who are willing and glad to be taught. I-perfoiade
~myfelf, then, that you will have {fome pleafure in:
reading thefe fhort difconrfes,which I nowlay'before.
-you, and which I only mean fomra beginning or
fketch of the moft neceflary and important thoughts
and ftudies. ‘Thefe, I trult, you will. hereafter
“purfue,- throogh God’s “blefling, as your mind
gathers ftrength and underftanding ; and ifiyon are
pleafed and informed, whichI hope, from*th&#ood
fenfé God hath been pleafed td'give: you; will-be
the cafe, I fhall rejoice in.leading you, thaugh
it be but-one fhort ftep, from :that igndrance;and
¥ice, which are the rain of thoufands of - péoi'chil-
dren, and which- at laft-bring upénthem-fhame dnd
- ' A unbhappinefs,
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to come.

But, as all your pains and mine will be loft
without God’s blefling, let me defire you, both
before you read this little baok, and before all
your future {tudies, to make ufe of prayer. A fhor
prayer will lofe no time, but perhaps fave you a
great deal more trouble than you are now aware of,
{f you have no other, you may take the following
for your prefent afliftance. .

O blefled Llor b Govp Almighty, whoart all-aife and
all-good, belp me, I befeech thee, tyuly o hnows THER,
and alfo thy goodnels end wifdom #zz all things abous
me. Give me power to learn, and make me awilling and
Zlad 1o be taught, whatever may be right and ufeful

Sor myfelf, or through me _for others. O let me not be like
the brutes awithout underfianding, nor yet like the lovers
of wickednefs, whoknow not the path of wifdom. Blefs
me in my prefent reading, and fix in my beart fuch knew-
ledge of thee and of thy truth, both fr. s thy cword and
work , as may lead me wp, through thy continual belp,
2o “urther and greater attainments. And may I f#i{l be
growing in grace and in all meeknefs and bumblenefs of
mind, and at length receive the end of all knowledge and
inflrultion, even the everlafling bappinefs of amy body and
foul, through Jesus CBR1sT the Redeerner. Amen.

. C H A P- I-
Of G6OD. -
I Will hope, my dear child, you have both
underftood and ufed the: -foregoing prayer,—
‘We will now go on together .in confidering fome
things, whlch may an{wer the end of your defire,
and promote the happinefs you prayed for.
.. You prayed, my dear, to Gop~-Did you ever
think upon this folemn weord i—What js God ?—-

Can .

S R




CREATIOCN. 2
Can vou anfwer this queftion yourfelf2—Or-wouid
you with me to anfwer it for you ?—I wili believe,
that you would rather hear me at prefent concern-
ing this great point, than {peak upon it yourfeif.
The word Gonp ftands for the firlt of beings,
that is, the Beginner ofall things, by whom they
were made, and are preferved, and alio an{wer the
end for which they were made. For this reafon, he
calls himfelfthe CrRgaToOR, or Maker. Neither yau,
nor ¥, nor the earth, nor any otherliving creature,
upon it, nor the fun, moon, and ftars, which we fee
in the fkies, nor angels, nor heaven, nor any thing
elfe, could have been atzll, orcould continue to he
in the order and place they now hold, without the
creation and fupport of this'great and wonderfuf
Gob.  .Andhemade all thefe things out of nothing,
which is the true fenfe of c¢reating them, by the
greatnefs of his power. Nothing exifted or had,
a being fiom eternity but God ; though many he-
ings will exitt zo eternity by his appointment. "Fhus,
there was a time, when you were nothing. It is
but a little while fince youbegan tolive: and Ged
by his providence and.direétion gave you your
life. God alfo maintains and preFerves, the {ame.
life from day to day. For this purpofe he gives
you air to breathe, and food to noarifh you, and
cloathes to warm you, and a thoufand gdod things .
befides to make you healthful and happy. You
could not have made yourfelf; and I helieve you - -
‘are f{enfible, -that you cannot f{ypport yaurfelf,.
INor could your friends. hefore you. ‘They were.
fupported, through Gogd’s order, by others before;
them, and thofe eothers by others before, even.up.
to the beginning, when God made the firft ' man;
and woman, .and {ettled #his courfe of generations,:
following each other without interruption, and:fo 1o
praceed in contipuance tthe end.of the world,: . -
L ~ A 2 T2 'Fhis

*
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This 1s the frit notion, which I wifli you to
have concerning (Gop. If you underftand me
rightly, you will perceive, that this great gyrsT
Be1ng, muft have been, and 1s, Everlafting, Wije;
Good, Holy, Ifﬂpp oy, Perfedl, and dlmighty, A you
will alfo perceive, that all our bleflings, and the
powcer to enjcy them, come entirely from him, and
that we muft and ought to depend upon him alonc -
fcr every one of them now and for ever.

Upon the trué apprehenfion of this, I fhall glad]y
lead you on to the fubject of the next chapter.

CHAP. IL

Diwine Things knowit only by divvine Rewelation,,
ERHAPS, my dear child, you will wonder
how I came to -know any thing about God3;
becaufe nobody fees him, in the manner we fee one
another, and becaufe we often hear, that he dwells
in heaven, which is 2 high and holy place, far
beyond-our fight, and probably millions of miles .
from this earth on which we live. He dwells there
in 2 certain particular manner, though ]115 prefence
is every where, and fills all things.
It is true, I know nothing by my felf concerning
- God 3 nor could the wifeft men in the world have
ever found him out by their own underftandings.
You might fooner put St.-Paul’s church, or the
whole earth, into a.nut-thell, than apprehend God'.
truly of yourfelf, God knew that this-nuft be the:
cafe with you and me, 'and with all’ mankmd and
therefore hc taught or-infpired- fome gracious men
of old time all-the things, which were n’eceﬁ'ary for:
them and us to know and believe, concerning himfelf
and concerning the world about us. Thefe good men,:
fome of the firft of whom were called Puatriarchs,

that is greaz fathers, ox heada of families;, teaching.
- them

P
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- ¢hem the will of God; and {ome atter them, who
were called pgrophets, or_jeers, that is, perfons wha
were enabled by God to farctcf] or ferefie the mer-
cies which God had ordained for his people; and
iy apoftles, who were meffengers, or men feat of
(God, to declare the fulfilment of his truths and
promifes: Thele good men, I fay, were inftruéted
by God, and ordered to teach people the fure means
of life and peace. Thefe were (as I(aid) Zn/pired,
that is, received divine wi{dom from the Holy
Spirit, for the purpofe: And whatthey thus learned -
from him, they were direfted to write down for
the inftruétion of others: . They, therefore, wrote
that blefled volume,*called the Bible, that is, The
ook, becaufe it 1s the book of books, no osher be-
ing' like . it, .or hdving fuch wifdom or ufe, in the
world. It is alfo called zbe boly frriptures, that is, the
boly aritings, becaufe whatever is written therein,
came from (zod, and is to be read with awe and re-
verence by man. It 1s alfo named 2b5e word of God 3
beeaufe it contains God’s will, God’s promifes, and
God’s threatenings, all of which he will be true to
his word in performing. You are fenfible, that no
good manwill be worte than his word ; and furely
therefore GGod cannot.

Look over this book attentively.  You fee it is .
divided into two parts; one of which is entitled
the Old Téffament, and the other the New Zéfament.
The. firff of thefe, which s the larger, was writ-
ten by holy men.of God before the coming. of
Chrift into the world, who,was born of the virgin
NMary, now almoit 1800 y#ars ago; and - the fecond,
or {maller, by other haly.m"&n, afcer "Chrt: weng
up into heaven. OV this, and {fome other things,
we will talk hereafter. (It is proper, and may ferve
for the prefent, that you fhould know from whence
you and all others muft receive the only true know-
dedge you .can have of God, and what you are te -

A 3 expeck
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cxpeét from him, and what is your duty in.tlie
wosld. I'or, as you were not made for nothing,
nor came into the world juft to look about you, or
to play, or to pafs your time only for this earth,
and much lefs for evil and folly, or ruin, which is
the end of evil and folly; fo you ought to defire
to learn what God has to teach in his holy word,
and efpecially as he tells us nothing in it, butwhat
tends to make us both wife and happy.

Read the fcriptures, then, and mind what youg
read. If you cannot underftand fome things, fe.
member, there was a time when you underftood
nothing ; and what you now know was not known
all at once, but was known by degrees. I fpeak this
toenceourage ycu. Befides, your friends will be glad
to help you, as far as they can, whenever you fhall
afk them fuch queftions; as may be for your good
to be anfwered. I will only add, in this place, the
advice of the wifeft of men, which I muft beg yon
always to remember: Jdruff in the LorD wits - all
thine beart 3 and ledn unto thine own underfanding.
In all tFy avays acknowledge bim, and Be fhall direi?
thy patks. Prov.ii. g, 6.

CHAP, III

On the Pei-fens in the Godbead.

"TOLD you, my dear child, in 'a former chapter,
what 1 thought was the firft notion you can
properly have concerning God; and I bave alfo
affured you, that I had it from the {criptures,
What thefe fay further concerning God, I will
endeavour fhortly to fet before you; becaufe, in
the right knowledge of God, 1s contained the
right knowledge of every.thing elle, and becaufe,
" without this, we live for nothing or worfe than

nothing in the world.
" When



CERIEATICN, 7

When God revealed his name, he called him-
{elf JEHOVAH.  Thisname you have ofien feen,
and 1t fignifies, *¢ e thatis, and Lives cternally,
from himfelf, and by his own power, and thatgives
being and life to every thing elfe.’”” Remember
this, He is Lorp, or Rualer over alt; the Au.
thor and Giver of your life, and the cenfﬁang.—-Prc-
ferver of 1t. .

He is ONE God, and can be but ONE. ¢ There-
is no God befide ;’” as he himfelf {ays, in the firlt
commandment, He is not one, as each- of his crea-
tures is one, but 6ne in a manner peculiar or pro-
per to hmimfelf; concerning which we can know
nothing, but fo far as he hath been pleafed to in.
torm us. He, according to his own word, is One
in ‘Three, and Thitee i One; that 1s, there are
three perfons, €alled in the Bible, Fatber, Sor, and
Holy Gbaf?, or Spirit ;. and thefe three are, in the
fame Bible, called One God, or one Jehovah. Ido
not expeét you to apprehend fully at prefent, this
great and wonderful trath, which God hath given
us; but [ defire you, however, to keep it in mind,
as a truth which may be of the greateft confequence
to your future knowledge of divine truths, and
which is indeed the foundation of all that [ have to
fay. When you ufe the word Hallelu-yau, rememe-
ber- that you call upon others to join with you in
praifing this Jesovam (for it -means, ¢ Praife ye
Jah,” or << Jehovah,” wihich are nearly the fame},:
and that you defire, by that werd, to give ¢ glory
to the FaTHER,and to the Son, and tothe Hovy
GrosT,” inwhofe name youw were baptized, and
" by whom you have obtained prefent li?ti', ‘and can
alone hope for eternal {alvation.

A g CHAP.
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CHAP. 1V.

Os: Gop the FATHER, as CREATOR.

HE Lord. tells us in his word, that iz the .
. B begiuning God [i. e. the three Perfons in
the one jehovah] created the beaven and the earth,
(Gen.1.1. and in another place, that God created all .
¢hings by Jesus Curisty; Eph, iii. 9. by bim all
shings awsre created that -ave in beaven, and that are
in earth, wiftble and invifible, whether they be thrones,
or domintons, or principalities, or powers ;5 all things
avere created BY bim, and FOR bim ; And be is before
all things, and by him all things confiff, Col. 1, 16,173
and in another place, that the Seir1T of God moved
upon the face of the waters, Gen.i. 2. yiclding his
itfluence at the Creation of all things.

You fee, my dear child, by this account, which
God hath givenus, and God only could have given
it: and becaufe he hath given 1t, it muft be true,
for that holy being is too wife and too' good to lie
and deceive 3 I {ay, you fee by this account, -that
{father, Son, and Spirit created all things, as being
the onc God-Creator. And he created all for his
own glory, and to deal out his own goodnel(s for the
happinefs of his creatures. How ought you and
I then to love him, whohath made us what we are,
and given us all we enjoy ! He framed our bodies,
and he formed our minds. Thele, it we inquire
into them at all, are full of aftonithing wonders;
and the more we inquire, and the more we can
perceive, the more attonifhing do the wonders ap-
pear. And when we rightly fee his marvellous
works, and bouniiful deiigns, under any form or
in any manncr, they at once, from their contrivance,
raife our furprize, and for their kindnefs demand
our praife: Aund the more we fearch into them, the

more.
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more wife and precife do they all appear, which
is far:from being the cafe with the little works of
his creatarcs.  When we come mto the deepelt {e-
crets of buman wifdom, the charm is at an end :
but whether we dive into.the greater orlefler works
of Jehovah; avhether we bhehold.the outward difs
play of fkill; or the inward exaétnefs of perfedtion;
all tends . to.amaze us,-and ftrilce our minds with
awe, {o as to make us.ery out in rapture, #las
kath:Gad <vroygor:l- .. | .
;. Lietaus take:a. {light view together of fome of .
God’s. works,: which are the:true fubjets of human
knawledge.and learning: and I will-try to {fpeak of
them very:plainly, that you may underftand what L
mean pon{aipleafasit a matter..
T P A T . S
SPUIAL S CHAP. V. =~

TR UL TRV S .
.98 2he flary, Heavons.
%7 OU ‘have- often been out in the open air after

" thei{um has . been fet, and. feen multitudes of

what.are called ftars, glittering throughout the fky.
Thefe are-very diftant -from. us,- more diftant per-
haps-than. you'have-ever. imagined. -A.million of
miles 1s:a longsway. for yauandme ; nay, ourfelves-
are: fo Jmall,f.thdt we-cany {chrce be {een at little
- inore.thanithe. diftance: of -2 - mile in the cleareft
day; buwra million of mijlions is-a.fhortline, com-
pared-with; -the.diftance- of fome of .the ftars from
each other,,-or'from us.- -kt is this-diftance which.
makes .thefe: flars. appear..fo- {malk toius 5. . though:
manyiof thiemara-larger than the earthwe live on,
by many thoufand times.. ‘The fun i3 reckoned:hy
fome; 110: ber af lealf a-millionof times bigger. than:
thé:eanths. apd;to -be:above ningty millions -of osr °
males.diftant: from dt.x—1 fancy, you:are furprized,.
any. dear s bug let: thisyaftnefs Qf things: lead. yon:

-

o A 5 £ ¥
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to admire the grentnefs of ed, Thele, though

immeniely great, have a bound, a certain compais,
which may be meafured ; but he is unbounded, and
of hisbetng, in any and every {enfe, there is no end.
The ftudy of the heavenly body is. called 4/#ro-
ziomy 5 a Greek word, fignifying. the law or order,
which Geod hath given to the ftars; and the peos
ple, who ftudy this law or {cience particularly, are
therefore called affronomers. ‘ :
Thefe ftudious people tells us, that, in this mag-
nificent fabric of the heavens, there is a {yftem or
order of bright ftars, the neareft of any others to
us, which form a vaft circuit, one within another,
like fo many rings or circles; and that thefe are in
continual motion round the fun, which is in the
center or middle of the whole. ‘They have namcd
thefe planets, which word fignifies mevisg or warn-
dering orbs, or balls, becaule they are always mo-
ving in their feveral orbits or circles, round their
center the fun, from whom they receive all their
light, as you know we do upon this world. . They |
call them by the following names; Mercwry, ¥ enus,
Mars, Fupiter, Satarns to fay nothing of the Geor-
gium Sidus, a planet, faid to be newly difcovered at
a vait diftance, about which the aftronomers them-
felves are niot agreed ; or of the fixed flars, which
are by fome fuppofed to be funs at immenfe difs
tances, with planets, or globes,” too remote to be
feen by us, whirling around them continaally.
What a furprizing account do aftronomiers :give
us of their fze and diffance! 1 will put-down their
calculation in a table, that yon imay confider it with
more attention. - . ' o |
I do not mean to fay, that there is no difference
in the calculation of ingenious men, or to affirm,
that any of them are certainly true; but I only
Rate-the current opinion, of which you onght not'
. to
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to be ionorant. The difficulties of obfervation ren-
der a perfeét exaétnels almoft impofiible; and the
difference of a few feconds of time, or of a point
in the angle of the eye, or in the focus of 2 tele~
{icope, in an obfervation, will ¢create a variation of
millions of miles in the vaft expanfe of the heavens.

’ Miles.
‘The Sun 1s in diameter, or thicknefs 764, 300.
Mercury - - - - - 2,400
Venus - - - - -~ 75000
The Earth - - - about 8,000
Mars - - = - . 45500
Jupiter -~ - - - - 81,000
Saturn = - - - - ~ 68,000.

'Their diftance from the fun, their center, has
been calculated as follows:

S . Millions of Miles..
Mercury -, - - above 36
genus,i e, - - - - 68

arth . -~ |~ =« - -
Mars - - - - - Iﬁ.
Jupiter - - - - - 492
Saturn - - > - - QO3

Of thefe amazing works and their order, ac«
cording to the opinion moft in vogue, I have
thought it right to give you 2 hint, that you may-
fee what reafon. you have to ftand in awe of that
great God, who madeall, and who upholds all, (as
the Bible tells us) oy the «vord of bis power. I
hMope, you will be able to confider, ere long, that,
in a very fublime and important {enfe alfo, and
according to the philofophy of the Bible; God
barkh effablifbed bis truth in the bearvens. 'They were

.wnade for figns and for takens of Rhis invifible glory,.
When you underftand them rightly, you will per-.
¢eive, that they are not vaft colle@ions or monu.

A6 ments
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ieats of dull matter only, ‘but lively piftores of
fpiritual things, which convey thoughts to the foul
through the outward {ferfes. In the mean time,
let me defire yoa to read the eighth Pfalm, with.
thefe refleftions in your mind ; and when you come .
to the third verfe, aflk yourfelf 1f David had not;
reafon to fings Hhen I confider the beavens {Qe
Lorp) the: ok of thy fiugers, the moon and tie flars
which thou haff oi: fczmed What s man, that thow art

qu’ﬁzl of /fvzm_, and the _/&:: y" mars, szar thon vift rcﬁ
G @ |
CHAP. V[. - ‘f‘

-

The fame Subjels continued.

I HAVE given you a hint or two concerning the
cammonly received opinion of the ftars or pla~

néts, which are neareft to this- globe of earth ‘on-
which we live: :But there are others of great fize
and diftance, which the aftronomrers cail‘fxed' ‘KRars,
becaufe-they change their fitnation very httle, or
not at-ail, 1n our-view,-and, from their twinkling
picrciag - l:ght, (for the planets have a ddller and.
more fteady llght) are-imagined to be funs, like oar
funs, fending forth rays to fome dark worlds about
them. - Then‘ vaft diftance is almioft inconceivable
by man, The neareft of the fixed ftars has beem
computed by fome aftsonomers to ‘Ue "at’leafti:an:
hundred thoufand times: farther from: us,; than, we:
are from .the fun; confequently, this'ditance muft
be many hundred thouﬁnd millions’ of - milgs.: If
- a cannon-ball were to fet out fromi the-carth,  as
fpeedily as “from the mouth. of 2 cahfion, and. tox
continue on_at the fame pace in a-ftrait line, it-has:
been calculated, that it would be above fix: -handred.

thoufand years, m its paflage to: the nea-reﬁ Qf t,hefc:'
flars. . AN

. My déar chﬂd ,whnt aﬁomﬂurtg.gmndcﬁr 18 hcre..n.
. What
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What Immenfity ! What glory ! And yet all this'is
finite, all hath a bound, and therefore is not {fo much
to the greatne(s and majelly of Godas a fmall grain
of fand is.to all the fars and all their diftances. put
rogether. What tongue can utter, what thought can:
conceive, rightly, of fuch {ubjects as thefe! And
how much lefs of the Maker ¢t them !—Should not
this teach.us humility? Should not whar he has.
done, awe us.into obedience concerningtall thathe
has faid.? . Who by. his own fearching canfind:out
God ¢ Who can know' him, with any poflible cer-
taisty, bwut by his.own revelation or atd 2.5 1 .2
CHAP. VIIL S TR
Of the Edrib. e

SHOULD with pleafure have gone favther in'the
t1aft difcourfe, .but through.fear of - ‘givigg’ youw
perplexity.- Ef I have. raifed however an anxiogs
wifh in you to know. more of this matter, and efpe-
cially if you.had been led to think withimoré awe
and f{olemnity ‘of the great Creator; ftis.all.that'l
defigned for the prefent. When you grow: older,
and fhall: bavé obtained other lower -branches -of
learningy 'youwill be able,;with -more eafcand {atifs
fadlion;’ to. raife up your thoughts. to the ftudy of
this. I:fhall be glad if the hint of 24is:may urgeiyou
to piofecute abofe'with. the more diligence:angiat-
tenition, S S S Tt S SN
v The-earth,: you.live upon, more properly-at this
fime concerns you. - The knowledge -of our own
world is a fubjeét of pleafant and eafy_purfuit, at
leaft:the general knowledge.of itand of its'vaFidus
circumdtances. - 'The {ciencé of  ‘this our planeti-i3
generally ﬁy%ﬁ@eégr@&jf which means'a défcrigy
tion. or mccodnB of the earth. It is rather an amufe-
meht to enlargéphe mind, thana {tudy.to f'at:igu's_.e:[-‘iﬁ:;
M ' - c

- t
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"The earth is not a2 plane, or flat piece of ground,
as the antients {uppolfed, but a globe or ball, about
twenty-four thoufand miles round. You have
heard of Captain Coot and others®, who have.
failed forwards from one point or place, till they
came round again to the place they f{et out from;
which could not have happened, if the earth had
not been in the thape of the globes, which you have
feen in the fhops. It moves through the air, carried
on and fupported in a mechanical order, framed by
God Almighty, with aftonifhing {wiftnefs, and {o
goes round the funin 365 days, and thereby forms
the year 3 and it moves, like a wheel, round it{elf, in
z4 hours, thereby forming a natural day. Where
the parts of the earth are turned in fucceflion to-
wards the {un, from which (as we obferved) both
it and the other planets receive their light, there
it is day ; and where the reft is turned in the fame
order from the {un, as muft always be the cafe, there
it is night. Thefe motions meafure all our time.
Seven complete turnings round of the earth, or days,.
form a week ; four weeks a month; and thirteen.
fuch months a year, or nearly 365 days. Again,
for .convenience, we have artificially divided the
day into twelve parts, called hours, and the night
into twelve more, making in the whole twenty-four.
And the hour is divided again into fixty {paces,
or minutes ;. and each minute further into fixty
feconds, which is the fmalleft motion of time we
reckon. Every body knows, of what confequence
thefe reckonings of  tume are to us; but we could

-~y
L

% Swrllety’s compendium of voyages, in 7 vols. 12mo. isa
proper and pleafing worlke for young people, by way of introa.
duftion to the knowlcdge of diffexent countries. 14 this
there are accounts of feveral circuminavigators, or perions
who have failed round the world. Thix colle@ion may be
accompamigd with Gurbries Geographical Grammar,

| ' 5ot .
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not meafure our time at all, if God had not caufed
¢he earth to move both round itfelf and round the
fun; nor meafure it exadtly, if his wifdom and
power had not ordained a precile exadinef(s in that
and in every other thing. Nothing perf&&t isirre~
gular. The earth doth not move cut of its ap-
pointed courfe, vaft as that courfe or ring is, fo
much as an inch; nor, fo much as a moment, i
either quicker of flower in its courfe; though it
paffes on through the air'at the rate of {everal thou-
fand milesin an hour. My-dear child, what matter.
or aftonifhment is here! O learn to wonder, and
to adore 'the wife and mighty God, who- hath fo
perfeétly and exaétly made all thefe things!

CHAP, VIIIL e
The D;‘cvfﬁarr.i' of the Earth, :

HE divifions of the earth, fo far as they res
late tb geography as a {cience or fludy, are
the artificial and the warural. ~ o
The artificial divifions are thofe inverted and
{uppofed by geographers; for the more- ready and
exact underftanding of the. earth’s feveral parts:
The natural divifions are ‘thofe ‘which are formed
. by providence, -fuch as continents; -iflands; oceans,
feas, and thelike. =« ... -~ o
We will fpeak firft of the drrificial divifions, -and
of thefe as little 'as can poflibly ferve my purpofe,
which is to give you a general notion of the CREA
w108 of God, in order to raife up your thouphes
to him in this view, and to prepare your mind to
confider him in a yet more endearing relation.

. You fee feveral lines or circles drawn upon tha
furface of yonder globe,whichiscalled the zerrefrial;
or earthly globe, becaufe it reprefents the earths
‘Thofe lines arc "dzawn by the artof geagrapl"n%rf
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The remarkable one, which runs round the middle,
is.named the. equazer, becaufe it equally divides the
clobe into two parts, and s equally diltant from
the two points,- one above,: and-the other beneath,
which arctermed .the  goles, becanfe. on- them: the
world turns, asa wheel.upon its axle, . The npper
part, abovetheiequator; i1s called the.northen he-
mifphere, {i.e. half-fphere,-or half-globe) and the
upper point, the/north pole. :; The- lower . part.1s
the fouthern hemifphere, wich the foath pole be-
neath it. | ‘The eguator is alfo called the.sgainodtial
line, or line-of equal night; becaufe when;;the fun
is over it, which:happens twice in.the;year; ths
night is every where equal in'length to -the; day..
You fee alfo two circles of double lines above
the equator, and twa heneathi; The {paces between
thefe circles, are called zones, that 15, .belts or gir-
dles, becaufe they encompafs the 'globe, as a girdle
{urrounds a man. Of thele you may perceive, therz
are five. ; The middle one, taking in:both fides of
the equator, is the torrid or hot zone; within which
are.the -warmeft glimates in the woérld., The. next
to this.zone abowe;: and the next heneath it,. form
the temrperate or mild zones, in which the .moft
healthful and-aggeeéble;climates: are, placed, -and.
where .you, will -fnd; your :own country.,. France}
Italy, Greece, and the moft delightful regions, upon
carth. 'The'two  other.zones, fuirounding _thofe
parts.of the earth, which take.in. the poles,:ars
the frigid or cold zones, and for-the molt part in.
clude countries and tracts; {o.frezen,. that you and
1,, and all people wbo live- in milder, {pots, could
not be able to epduse them. - And: ysty {uchis ths:
' goodnefs of God, all- thefe diffetent, climatesiare
become,- through long hgbit, very: naturaland-deh
firable to; thofe. who live in them, infomuch: that
very few, -of any:one: country:ase willing: to ledve



it ‘altogether for another. I have been told, that
fome Laplanders were onct offered a paflage to
England, and to be paild well during the Iittle time
they were to be here, with an affurance of a {peedy
paflage back again; but {would you believe 1£?) -
they heard the propofal with horror, and could not
endure the thought of leaving their own country,
though 1t is almoft always covered with ice and
fnow, without our comfortable food and houfes,
upon any confideration whatever*. Nay, I remems.
ber to. have read in the works of .a learmed man;
profeflor Kal/iz, born in that very cold 'country
Swederz, who had travelled through the beit parts
of the world, and into England befides, that, after
all his obfervations, and upon the moft {fober and
deliberate choice, he preferred living: in Sweden
beyond any country upon earth. This feems per-
haps a little ftrange; but L have kgpwn as.odd. a
‘choice here at home, which fome”have made 1n
preferring winter to {ummer, and the long cold
nights to what they have been pleafed to term ¢¢ the
hideous long days.”> You will perhaps.be lefs fur-
prifed, when [ tell you, that this tafte was formad
upon the principles of the gay world, which is al-
ways for inverting oy turning upfi ie:down the works
and order of God,-and puttivg in their ftead fome
hurtful contrivances of man. Bat, to proceed, [ hope
you will Iéarn to fee, not the will of man only, but
the -providence of God in this love of particular
countries; for if all inen were of one mind and.-.
taite, and chafe therefore any one pirticular part of
the earth as the only beft or only good, all the other
pacts would be left barfen - axd untilled, while the

% Sae PVhicloche's Swedifh embafly, vol. . p. 442, An eh=
tertaining account of a voyage to Swiden upon ftaté affairs,
full of wife and ferisus vefletions,

*._ " | “fingle
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fingle one would be too much crowded, either fo#
their happinefs or fupport. The people in all coun-
tries obtain through habit, a conftitution according
to them ; and this anfwers God’s purpofe of cover-
ing the earth with inhabitants, who by labour and
trade may yield advantages to each other. England,
forinftance, doesnot produce the fugarand tea which
you enjoy for your breakfaft; but China and the
Weft Indies yield them in great abundance; and
they are glad to part with thefe for many things;
which we have here, and can very well fpare. By
this exchange of things, which are for the good of
all fides, one fet of people, or nation, 1s made
comfortable by another; and good-will prevails, or
fhould prevail, amongft men, however diltant their
htuation be fromx each other. When youfitdownin
the morning to eat, how thankful oughr you to be,
that God’s good providénce hathfoordered ix, that
many hands have laboured, and poflibly are labourx
ing ftill, to treat you with tea, in the furthermofy
part of the world, that is, Chira; many others in
the Weft-Indies, to procure for you the fugar; and
many again in bringing it home over the feas, or
preparing it for your ufe! Remember, my child,
this 1s God’s defign, and men only perform what
he permits or.intends. While they labouar (as they
think) for themfelves, they labour for him and for
others. Be humbly grateful then to your great
~ Benefaétor for his mercies, both for thofe I hadve
‘mentioned, and for many more that I can eafily
mention, and think what he has done, i1s contino
ally doing, and (as we fhall confider hercafter) has
promifed to do, for you and for me, if we truft in,
and ferve bim.. Think of this, and pray for grace
to be truly thankful. - For it is thanEfulneﬁ which
gives the higheft relifh. to all our enjoyments, and

1s indeed the very perfeCtion and crown of them.
| it

i
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I: is the happinefs of heaven itfelf. All are happy
there; .and they fhew that they are fo, by bemng
exceedingly thankful and full of praife. ‘

CHAP. IX.
- Otber Diwviftorns of the Earth.

WE have {poken of the imaginary or artificial
divifions of the carth; and we come now
to fpeak of the nararal. - ’ .
The great nataral divifions of the earthly part of
the globe are continents, 1flands, peninihés;"iﬁhé
mufes, and capes or points of land that ran ouat far
into the fea: The divifions of the watery parts are
oceans, {eas, bays or gulphs, lakes, ftraits, rivers, &c.
There are four continents, or pgreit thefles of
land, called 4fta, Europe, Afiica, and America; and
indeed under thefe four names all the globeis it
prefent divided. R
Iflands are furrounded by water, and {o are fe-
parated from the above four continents properly.
‘There are many of thefe of a'large fize. We'think
our ifland of Great Britain a great one, and {o in-
deed 1t is, and the greateft in Europe. But there
are feveral much larger in the world. New Hol-
land, where Botany Bay is fituated, is the largeft
upon the globe, and nearly as extenfive as all Eu-
rope. Berneo, Madagafcar, and fome others, are
of great magnitude, and exceed our own country
in fize; but they have not half our mercies: We
have far greater temporal as well as {piritual bleff<
ings, than the inbabitants of thefe countries, and -
fo arg bound to be more thankful than they arc,
or indeed (unhappily for them) know.how to be. °
Peninfulas are pieces of land almoft but not quite
. furrounded with water., Yoii will fce many of thefe
in a map of Scotland. : '
Ifthmules
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ihnaofes are narrow nechs of land, which join

greater portions of countries together. TheCrumea
and the Morea, as you {ee in the map of LEurope,
care joined to the continent by very_extraordinary
ones. Upon the ithmus or neck of the Morea,
ftood the fam-us city of Corinth, which had two
ports, one on each fide of the ithmus, cailed Le-
ch and Cenchraza, which lait 1s mentioned in Adte,
xviii. 18. and Rom, xvi. 1. as the place where tie
primitive church of that city was fituated.
- Qceans are the largelt bodies.of water upon the
globe. Some of thefe are feveral thoufand miles over,
You fee upon yonder map the Atlantic ocean. It
is very large, and reaches, for aught we know,
from pale to pole; but ttisnot near fo large as the
Pacific, or great Southern ocean, where Captain
7 alli; found out Otabeite, from whence Queiah, one
of "ghe inhabitants, was -brought to England; a
Poor ignorant creature, who was, after a confider-
able flay, {ent back as ignorant, but perhaps more
wicked and unhappy than he was before. It he had
been inftruéted in che Chriftian religion, and efpe-
cially if proper affiftants had returned with him,
what a blefling might it have been to thoufands of
brutiih favages, who now lie benighted in error?
Seas are fefs than oceans, and for the moft part-
arc bounded by countries not far alunder, -The
Mediterranean fea, and the Irith {ea, may give you
a notion of thefe large pieces of water. .
Bays or gulphs, are {uch as the bay of Mexico in
yonder map, which you {ee, excepting one part, 1s
very much or nearly furrounded by land.
Lakes are like ponds, but of vaft. fize. There
are {ome very great cnes in North America. ..
Straits are narrow paflages of water between one
{ea and another. Leok yonder at Gibralar, You
{ce it is fisuated upon a little pafs; and it is for;nid
' b
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by a high rock, which France and Spain endea-
voured 1n the Jate war to take from -the - Englifh,
bat in vain., It was God who did not-permitithem
to, take it from us; -though we aré too often apt-to
forget his protefion, and to think that our owd
ikill and ftrength do all the bufipefs.; ¢ © = "
I hope thefe fhort informations will not tire you.
- They are all neceffary to be remembered, if-you
wifh to know, awbas the world 1s, abere you are
upon it, and for what end. ' — |

1

- | ~ <]
[/ CHAP. X.
The Inbabitants of the Earth.

TE have' been confidering the world, and it

will ‘be right to think a little conceming

its inhabitants. | . - _
- The fcripture-tells us, that God bath made of one
blood all siations vf ‘men. T heir form is the fame con-
fequently, and fo are the natural powers of their
minds. They fpeak, they reafon, they at, allow-
ing for fome accidental differénces, in the fame
way. The differences of colour came by differences
of climate; and their differences of language were
occafioned by fin®*. I have no doubt, that the ne-
- groes would lofe their dark colour, in a coMd cli-
mate, in the courfe of feveral generations; and that
the white people, living in jome Earts of Africa,
in like manner, would become dark. We fee fair
- peaple, who have been, in India, take the firft fhade
cf-brown ‘or tawny; “‘and,were their poflerity. to
continue there, ‘1t s more than probable that they
would increafe’ in fable. * As there is a likenefs 1
* See Gen. xi. and fee alﬁi:: n;“; excellent Tra€t upon the
fubje of this chapter, written by Dr. ‘Samuel Sinith,.of Pbi-
lddelpbia, and republifimd in Londin - .
T - families,
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families, {6 there is alfo in nations. And the like-
nefs to cach other is the ftronger, the more they
have bzen unm)xed with other people. I mention
this, to guard you againft the opinions of fome
writers, whodare to difbelieve God, and who pre-
tend, that there are almoit as many different {pe-
cies or kinds of men, as there are of beaflss But
the Bible aflures us, that God created one man and
one woman at the beginning, and that from thefe
two fprang all the inhabitants of the garth. Zor
had her name from being the Mother of aLL
LiviNG, Gen. ni. zo. -And there 1s one ftanding
fact, which ferves to confirmit, if any confirmation
were neceflary, which 1s, that there have been
handed down from age to age, many great truths
and hiftories, mare or lefs, among all nations, {fuch
as the dofrine of facrifices and of the Trinity, the
hiftory .of the flood, - &c. which traditions could
never have happened, if mankind had not been de-.
rived from one common ftock, though afterwards
fcattered abroad over all the face of the earth. It
was_ fin which drove man from Paradife, and fe-
parated him from his God; and it was fin which
forced men from the bonds of amity and muatual
afliltance, and taught them to wander for the peaca
they never found, all over the world.

CHAP. XI.
The warious Nations of the Earth.

WHEN you come to the ftudy of geography,
- more particularly than it is my defign you
fhould do at prefent (for I only meant to give you
hints of this knowledge in thefe papers); it will be
a great delight to you, [ believe, to he acquainted
with the accounts, which travellers and navigators
have given us, of the feyeral nations whi_ch'jphab}it

e ] “the
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the globe.  This ¥s the feundation of all hiftesy,
Indeed, every one part of lkknowledge is neceflary,
or ufeful to another; and none but dunces or filly
pecople, who have no tafte for the beft fort of plea-
fures, the pleafures of the miad, are afraid of know-.
ing too much of what is good and profitable. I
{hould be very forry to perceive this low, gravelling,
illiberal difpofition in you ; and I hope you will be
{fo much your own friend, as to ftruggle againft any
thing of that fort, if you fhonld happen ta feel it.
in your mind. . .
. "This country of England or Britain, was formerly
the abode of people, who, for their ignorance-and.
brutal manners, may well be called favages. They
patinted cheir kins with oil, to keep out thecold;
and they hunted over the country, which was .then:
all wild, or covered with trees, for game to live
upon. As they knew nothing of tilling the ground,.
this hunting fupplied their fubfiltence. It is not two
.thoufand years ago, fince a great warrior among
the Romans, julius Czfar, endeavoured to conquer
the Britons, and to bring them into {ubje&tion'and:
order. ‘Thefe Romans, who, fome ages before, were
as great barbarians themfelves, had many battles:
with them, from time to time, and at laft capfed
them to fubmit: Bat, afterwards, having enough
to do to keep their own ‘country from the invafion
of ather barbarians, they gave up this; and: then
the Saxons, a people from Germany, came over,
and, in a fhort cqurfe of time, drove the antient
Britons into Wales, which being ‘a mouptainous
country, the Saxons could not expel them from i3
and fo they and their pofterity have remained thexe
to this day. After the Saxons had eftablifhed them-
{felves, they quarreiled with each other ; and fome
of them invited the Danes, from a country called
Denmark, to come over and help in thcir_bzit'ifﬁg.

18
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This the Danes readily azreed to;™ but took occa-
fion to fcttle here when they were come, as the
others might have expeéled, had they been wife.
The Saxons were foon weary of this new people,
and ftrove- to fend -them home again; and many
drecadful battles were fought upon this account.
But, at laft, the Danes got a {ure footing, and
finally the kingdom itfelf. "They did not, however,
Lkeep it long; for William the Norman, called the
conqueror, -brought over an army, difpoflefled the
Danes, after the great battle of] H_Iaﬁings, and filled
the chief eftates of the country with his.people,
- whomhe brought over with him.: Since hts time;’
which is above feven hundred years ago, there have
been no cohquefts of thivcountry by foreign na-
tions, though there have been frequent wars, and
fome called cjwil wars, (that is, wars between the
{fame countrymen) among ourfelves. -
- ‘Thus, you fee} my dear, that-this nation is a
compounded or mixed people, confifting of Britons,
Romans, Saxons; Dancs, -and Normans; to whom
might be added large multitudesfince brought over,
by trade and peace, of Scots, Irifh,Germans, French,
and many -other nations. The divine providence
has ordered all thij for good. :“The mixture of na-
tions has made a.more free intercourfe or fociety in
the-world;-and- this has produced trade to fupply
each other’s wants; and this trade has made them
all more eafy and comfortable in their circum-
flances than they were before. When you read fich:
things ds>thefe;’ endeagour to underftand- them
rightly, that'is'by viewing the government of God:
m every event 5 ‘and you will perceive, ‘that it 1s he
who ““orders the unraly wills and affe@ions of fin-
ful men® to bring about ‘defigns, which they them-
felves: mever fo much-as thought of, -or intended.
‘Thuss the'condquefts of the Romans paved the v.?y-‘
- - ofr
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for the wide publication of the gofpel of Chrik
{con afterwards, which would, {o far as we can fee,
have met with many more difficultics from the un-
civilized f{tate of ignorance and brutality in which
many nations lay, if thefe conquefts had not been
permitted, to reduce them £ ¢ivil knowledge and
order.

I have been the more particular in the account of
your own country, becaufe it 15 your own, and be-
caufe therefore you ought to know the-more con-.
cerning it. The other nations of Europe, .at this
prefent time, are the Germans, the Poles, Hunga.
rians, Ruflians, Swedes, Danes, Dutch, Flemings;
Switzers, Brench, Spanlards, Por.ugueze, Italians,
Grecks, Turks, and many other {maller claffes or
tribes of people, more or lcfs united to, or depen..
dent upcn thefe=.

It would lead me from my chief defign to dwell
upon the feveral nations; and therefore. when you
are inclined to know more concerning -them, I

would refer you to Guthric’s Geographical Gram-
mar, which will. give you a very good account,
at leaft {o far as is neceflary to open to.your yiew
the grounds and beginnings of -this pleafing and

# The want of a little knowledge 1n geugmphy has run
eveiifome people of note into great blunders. Bithop. Burnes
mentions a fecrctary of ftate in his days, who was amazed
when {ome forcign minifters talked to him about the.circles
of Germany, not imagining what circles had to do with affairs
of ftate. Almoft any body cnuld have told him,. that the
were divifions of the German empire fo called.’ But thisis -
nothing to the judge, whom M. Bulzac -mentions in his
Ariffippus, who was perfuaded to believe, that the Morea
was the country of the Moors, and who, loolsed a wholc day
in the map for Demecratia and Ariffocrazia, and was troubled
not to find them there as well as Dalmatia and Croatia. 1 ‘ve-
member a fecretary of ftate; dead hot” many years {ince,: a*ul.
once an ﬂmbnﬂ'ﬂdnr, who- infifted upon it, that the F:ﬂklun&‘
tﬂands were fituated inthe South Sea.

B | Proﬁtablc
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profitable ftudy. When you have read this gram.
mar, your mind will be prepared to take up fome
larger hiftories, and particularly {fome fuller ac-
counts of your own country, which country by all
means you ought to begin with, and then procced
in dae order to the reft.

When you have gone through the hiftories of
the European nations, it will be time for you tolook
over thofe of Afia, and the other parts of the world;
but efpecially to ftudy the hittory of the Jews,
God’s firft chofen nation, asrecorded in the Bible,
and explained by other dauthors. And, to render
the whole more ufefol to you, to thefe may be
added fome chofen books of voyages and travels,
(2 compendium of which I have already mentioned
to begin with) which both in!orms us of the nature
and Produ&inn_s of the cqQuntries, as well as of the
manners and cuftoms of the people who inhabit
them. And the knowledge of thele ought always
to accompany each other. |

CHAP. XIL

The Introdultion of the Chriffian Religion into Britain.

A UTHORS are much difagreed about the per-

\ A fons by whom, and the time when, the chrif.

tian religion was brought over hither. T he'ancient

Britons had it among them, mofi certainly, within
a few ages after Chrift. ‘T'he Saxons, who were
heathens, or idolators, in driving the Britons from

- great-part of the land, drove alfo the chriftian re- -
ligion with them. Gildas, an old Britith writer,
tells us, that God permitted thefe troubles upon the
Britons from the Saxons, becaofe the Britons had
corsupted their profefion of religion by falfe doc-
trines and wicked pra&ices; and thefe ufually go.
together. Sin is always hateful to God; and fin
. among
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ameng profcflors of the true religion, whooughtte
know and do better, muft certainly be morc hateful
than among others. In the courﬁ; of a few ye rs,
the conquerine Saxons were brought from hea-
thenifm to chriftianity : And chefe alfo, through
the corruption and wickednels -which too fogn
prevatled among them, were in their turn over-
whelmed by the Danes, great heatheas, great bar-
barbarians, and great idolaters. In a courfe of time,
thefe Danes madea profeflion (fuch as it was)-of the
chritian faith; - and, laftly, the Normans, who
came in with the conqueror, were already profeflors
of chriftianity. So that from the cime of the Danes,
the rcligion of Jefus Chrift, thougzh mingled with
many corruptions, and held in much ignorance for
the moft part, and over-run particularly witherrors
by the.church of Rome and others, . was the -pre-;
vailing ‘profeflian " in  Britain to .the reforma- .
tion. This reformation of corrupt dotrines ani
practices took place in Germany under Luther about
the year 1§20, (though long before defired and at-
tempted’ by Wickliffe and others) and in a few
ycars made its way over into this country, though
it was not properly eftablithed here till the time of
Edward VI. who hegan to reignin 1547, Con-
cerning all this, I fhall hereafter refer.-you to
Sleidan’s Commentaries, ‘and. particalarly to Bp.:
Burnet’s Hiftory of the Reformation. T
. When you read the hiftory of England, I would.
wifh youo to note the Zases of all the greatevents or
fa&ts, without which youn will neveruaderftand them
thoroughly. This puttang down of dates is called’
chrazclogy, that is, an accountof time ;' and without

the tirze avben, as well as the placs awbere, there can. ..

be no good hiftory; no, nor.even gcod informa=

tion upon the fubje@ of a common ftory..

Ba . . CHAP.
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CHAP. Xl

Some Account of Natural Lhings. ~

VE have been difcourfing of the world and
of its people; and it will be.now proper,

in asfhort a way asl can, to fay fomething to you
of the produaftions or things which live or grow
upon it. 'This is called natural biffory, or hiftory of
nature; a word, which means, or {hould mean, the
order, place, ufe, and the like, which God hath
appointed to every part of his creation. ‘The due
confideration of God’s works upon earth is a moft
delightful and inftru®ive ftudy, and will tend to
lead up our minds to the greateft admiration of his
majefty, wifdom, power, and goodnefs. -A very
greatand good man, who employed himfelf much
in {fearching into the works of God, was f{o ftruck
with the grandeur of the great Creator, that he
would never mention his holy name without a paufe,
in order to fhew the profoundeft veneration. This
was the'excellent Mr. Robert Boyle, of whom, [ hope,
you will know more hereafter. You may read z
fhort account of him in the Biographical Di&iona-
ry; thatis, a Dictionary giving an account.of men’s
lives. There are {everal of thefe, fuch as the Bio-
graphica Britannica, the Biographical Diftionary
jult mentioned, Bayle’s Dictionary, the Biogra-
phia Evangelica, and others, in Latin and Englith,
which it will be both inftruétive and entertaining
for you to perufe. I fhali alfo wifth you to peruie
the life of Mr. Philip Henry, and particularly the
Iife of Lord Chief Juftice Hale, written by Bifhop
 Barnet, 1n which you will fee'a moft affeéting and
rdignified example of what is truly wife and great

“in the man of bfifinefs and fenfe, and of what is

truly good and gracious in the life and converfa-
tion of the chriftian. |

When
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¥V hen (God made this vaftt world, he made it of
an iminenfe multitude of aroms, or the {imalielt con-
ccivable particles of maiter, too fmall when apart for
cur fight, though fo great when, put together. He
raifed and combined thefeatoms into forzs, or man-
ners of being; fome thin and fubtle, as fire, light,
and wind ; others {olid and thick, aswater and earth.
Fraom thefe, which are called elemernts, or fuinple and
firlt -principles or beginnings of things, the divine
power compofed all creatures, wlich inhabit the
world. He diftributed thefe into varioas zsdes,
fhapes, or_figures, according to the ufes intended from
them:. and, fince their produgtion, hisdivine mind,
is in the whole, and fupports the whole in all its
parts. He hath alfo given a various kind of {pirit

to all living things. To man, an intelleftual or -
underftanding fpirit or foul, which cannot die; to
beafts, birds, and moving creatures, an animal {pi-
rit, which finks with their frames s and to trees,
plants, &c. which grow and therefore live, but
which are fixed withont motion of place in the
earth, a grofs fpirit, which decays with their {ub-
ftance. God hath made all things as thgy ares
and they cannot change themfelves from one kind
of being 'to another., Fire cannot become air, nor
air water *, nor a tree a beaft, nor a beaft 2 man,
' nor

% Someancient and fome modern philolophers of great
name have, I am fenfible; held a different opinion; but it
may well be queftioned, whether.they may -not have mif-
taken a various compofition or decompofition for tranfmuta-
tion, or (as Bp. Berieley exprefles it) ¢€ whether what is
thoughta change be not only a difguife.” - Where an acid is
‘blended with an alkali, and thereby tormsa neutral fubftance,
apparently heterogenous from cither of thofe by the union
‘of Wwhich it was compofed ; there is no diffolption of the oriw
‘ginal atoms, but “an -alteration only in their forms, from
whence arofe a confequent fitnefs for operations different

B 3 from.

L



50 CREATION.

nor iron gold, nor one {pecies or kind be mixed or
confounded with another. Ifthey could, the whole
creation would foon be in diftradtion,and probably
nothing could anfwer the intended end. Let me only
add, in this place, that the creation, order, arrange-
ment, government, and prefervation of fo many
different things, at all times, and in all places, for
c=rtain ends and purpofes; proclaim aloud the
wi{dom, power, and goodnefs of one ever-living,
ever-prefent, almighty, and adorable God~—that
Being, who hath produced all varieties, and mo-
tions, and changes; but, in himfelf, hath 20 va--
riablens(s, nor fhadow of turning.

from what either of them was capable of in their uncom-
pounded ftate. Hence it 15, thatvaricus kinds of plants, de-
riving the fame falts and other fluids for nourithment from
the earth and air furrounding them, do, by their different
coufigurationsin the hand of God, not alter the atoms of
what they receive, but compound them, fo as to refule to
fuch different ends, or procduce fuch very different fruitsg
taftes, and virtues, as we find for our ufe and comfort. So-
the nétion of God (reverently carrying our thoughts yet high-
er) isosne, . and the three great mechapical agents by which
he works in the material wold are fimgle; but the effeés
produced by them are various, almoft inconceivably various
and complicated, 1n their orders, times, and degrecs 5 and
yet there is no change or lofs (which there muft be were
"there any change) in thefe agents, but they continue their
appointed circulation, are diverfified.or united by one fu-
preme ativity, and fo rife at length, in an intelle€ual or
dpiritual view, into God himfelf, as their laft great end, as
well as their firft and original caufe, Thefe ideas (I now
Apeak to my children) are not at prefent the fubje& of your
fludy ; and I infert them in this place enly for your futura
and more miature confideration. And.to this canfideration,
Y muft alfo refer foaie other parts of this little treatife, ur-
,der the perfuafion, that you will not be grieved to think
over fome of your affectionate parent’s thoughtsin your riper
~years, if God vouchfafe to grant them. To you, I neced to
malce no other apology for their infertion. '
All
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All things are full of life. There1s no void or
empty fpace, without a being or fubftance. L'he
air abounds with birds and with flying creatures,
fome of which are too fmall for our naked fight.
The water 1s replentfhed with fifhes of innumera-
ble kinds, and with animalcules, or little living
beings, too minute for our eyes without the help of
a microfcope, or glafs to make them lgox large..
The earth 1s covered with men, and beafts, ant{.
fowls, and trees, and herbs, and an almoit endlefs
variety of ufeful and beautiful things; and within.
it5 bowels are ‘contained {prings of water, metals,
minerals of all forts, fuch as coals, chalk, gold, fil-
ver, iron,-lead, copper, and a thoufand other fub-
ftances, neceffary to fupportits fabric, or ufeful to
man. 'The contemplation of all thzfe things muk
hereafter engage fome, if not much, of your
thoughts and time ; and will, by the grace of God,
lecad you to adore -that manifold wifdom, which
could conceive fuch a valt and harmonious frame
of things, and that force which could create them
all out of nothing, and continually {fupport them,
by a word,; or fpiritual paower. This is evident to.
our {enfes; for we fee nothing on which this vaft
globe of our’s can reft, or by which it moves, and
therefore it muft be primarily done byaninvifible or
{piritual ftrength. Some refer this to principles of
attraiZion and repulfionin the heavenly bodies them-
{elves, perhaps too much forgetting the fr# and
prefent CAuse, who formed, and actuates, and
guides, the whole; and. thele perfons, as all muft
be who are loft in the contemplation of fecond
caufes, are not precifely agreed what the terms
mean, or how the attration and repulfion do con-
fit. Others, more correfpondently with the Bible,
believe, that our{yltam of the material heavens 1s:
an automaton or vait machine, which was created:

B 4 : and
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and prt intc motion by the power of God, and
preferved in the fame motion by principles in the
heavens them{clves, which he placed and maintains
continually there. According to thefe, . there is
a reciprocal a&ivity in the matter of the heavens,
or conftant altion of the three great agents in
natare, fire, LZght, and fpirit or air, which fiow
and reflow from oune paat of the {yftem to another,
and 2re the fubordinate caufe of all life, and of the
motion and courfe of the heavenly bodies them-
felves. ZLeaving this, however, for future conw
tcmplation, we may, in the mean time, be very
fure, that Gobp is all iz all, and that iz HiM every.
thing fiwes, is moved, and bath its being, 1t.is the
conflant wildom and power of God, which, 77 zea-
Jure, number, and <weight, have crdered all things.
You will not therefore confider the creatures as
they are in themfelves or by themfelves, but as
they ftand in{ubmifiion to the will of Geéd, and
in a view to thole wife ends for which he made
them. I his will lead you to be thankful for every
thing, and to admire the various works of - Geod in.
all the vifible world. You wilf not wonder, with
an iale amazement, atwhat fome call the laws of
matter and motion; but will rather adore the {fub-
Iime wifdom of God, wholives in every law, and
who eftablifhes ¢very exertion in his works for ufe
and for heauty. You will not fay, << Nature does
this,”” and ¢ nature orcers that,’”” and <€ nature
formsitielt, all whichare idle words at beft, or the
contrivance of atheifts and infidels, to fhove out the
thoughts of God in the review of his creation; but
vou will be chiefly delighted to find, that Gop him-
felf and alonc hath framed every thing=asitappears,
Ly the moft wonderful fkill, and acts in avery thing
framed for fome fore-appointed end. See a moft
grand and fublime defcription of this truth in Iﬁ;h

Xio
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xl. ¥z, &c. Ina word, you will be glad to view
his own providence ruling in all things; and this
will guard you alfo againit thofe unchriftian notions,
which too many have taken up, concerning the
adtion of fecond caunfes, independently of the Arf
and ondy caufe, and concerning chance, and the
lucky or unlucky events that come to pafs-in the-
world. The lajt words in the Lord’s prayer cn-
tirely oppofe all fuch impiqus notions as thefe, by
afcribing the &ingdom, the power, and the glory, to
God alone, - ‘

When you have read fome other books, thatI
have provided for you, I_fhall make youa a prefent
of the Spectacle de la Nature, or. Nature Difplayed,
tranflated from an ingenious French author, and
likewifé of Dr.  Derbam's Phyfico-theology, and
Aftro-theology ; in all which you will find fuch a
treat of information, as will, I truff, make you
very much in love.with this kind of ftudics.

CIIAP. XIV.
Proportions of Numéber and §ize in the Creatures.

HE hand of providence is particularly clear,
.in appointing the mumber of each kind of
creatures, in a juft, proportion to the reft of the
feveral kinds, and aHo in fuiting the .44/t of each.
animal to the quaatity, as well as its form to
the quality, of the food fitted or ordained . for
ats {fupport. o o
If lions increafed like {wine, they wauld foon
over-run, and .perhaps mafter the world. If the
whale and the -fhark (a yery devouring -ffh) in-
;eafed as herrings and ¢od, -by millions in a fea-
on; either they would, deftroy all other forts of
fithes, or not find fufficient food for their own fub-
fiftence. Qn the other hand, if fowls, and other
B tame

e,
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tame creatares, which continually {fupply our ta-
bles, bred no fafter than the wild and ravenous
animals, we fhould foon be put to fhort allowance,
or muit live only upon froits and herbs.

God, in his goodnefs and wildom, has fettled
‘this matter admirably. The neceflary creatures
are the moft prolific, and the propereft food 1is the
moft abundant. The lefs ufeful and -the more .
hurtful are the moft fcarce, and generally the moft
diflant from us. 'The eatable fithes of all forts are
always near the fhores, or fcarce ever out of {ound-
ings, that is, where the bottom of the fea can be
found by a lead and line: they fwim in {warma
near cur coafts, and invite, as well as reward, our
induftry to take them.

There are alfo many faculties in the animals
about us, which may ferve to humble our pride in
the ufe of our own. We have not the ftrength of
an horfe, nor of an hundred other beafts ; we have
not (o g:od a nofe as the dog ; we cannot fee like
the birds, which, while they fly in the air, candif-
cover evidently very {mall feeds and objells ulpﬂn
the ground; we cannot run fo falt as a thoulfand
creatuses about us, nor match them with our ears.
A vaft multitude 1n the creation can pafs fwiftly
through the air, while we are obliged to creep
flowly upon the ground, or make ufe of fome
dumb and defpifed animals to help us a little in

-our fpeed : others can run up trees and preécipices
with fwiftnefs and eafe, ythile we are comparatively
‘crawling away from an¥ ‘danger; others can fwim
over the deepeft water without any previous - in-
firu@ion, while poor man is conftrained- by re-
peated attempts, as.you know, to learn to {wim;
and when he does {wim, at what a poor flow rate
it is, and how little a way he can pafs, before his
{trength fails him? There is not, in- fhort, one

. . corporea,
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corporeal faculty, but, in the ufe ¢f which, mui-
titudes of the crcatures go bevond us.  All this
may {erve to fhew us, that we have no great right
to boalt of .our bodily powers; firlt, becaufe they
arg not.of ourfelves, and, next, becaufe the very
" beufts, birds, and even infe&s, enjoy all of them
in common with us, and, 1in all, fome or other of
thefe creatures far exceed us. ‘This refleftion
fhould alfo lead us to a higher; namely, that the
ercat end of our faculties 15> not for the earth, fince
many ‘earthly beings are before us in thefe, but
‘to be found only 1n the everlafting falvation of our
-fouls, for which awe have indeed, as embodied fpi-
-rits, the neceflary fpiritual faculties, while they
have none at all. ‘This is our fublim=ft diftin&ion -
from the brutes; by this we are raifed above the
.condition of mere animals, and united to the com-
pany of fpiritual and invifible beings, and even of
(God himielf; 1n this, therefore, confifts true wif-
-dom, true happinefs, and confequently the true
end of our creation. -

Attend to providence in every thing. You will
often fee furprifing beauty and fkill, by confBant
-attention, where once you fufpefted none. There
15 a meaning, 3 perfe€t and .profound fen:e, in all
.the ways and works of God. It is the nobleft
-wifdom of man to difcover God’s wifdom in any
‘thing : and this wifdom of God is every where
-and jn every thing. Open but vour eyes, that is,
“the-eyes of the mind as well as thofe of the body, -
and there ie plentiful matter for refle®tion. I pre-
- fer, for thisend, as alfo for fome others, the coun-
- try-life. The {ophifticated, artificial life of towns
-allows much lefs for contemplation, than feems:
-expedient. for me. However, where God hath
“been pleafed to appoint our habitations, it is cer-
tainly bet for us. And though populons cities do
- not
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not give us {o many occafions of admiring God
in his works ; yer this may generally be faid for
them in this kingdom, they aford us more abun-
dant opportunities of hearing his word. A blefling

and privilege always to be defired, and never to
rafs unufed; if poflible!

CHAP, XV. -
On the Cultivation of Plants.

ERY many of the comforts and neceflaries
of lifc are afforded us by the proper manage-
ment-of the fields and gardens. But, befides the
ufe to the {upport of our bodies, we receive but
half, and perhaps the leaft half, of the good they
.amight afford us, 1t we neglect the feaft they offer’
to our minds. ‘The garden is doubly enchanting,
when we can underftand the wifdom and goodnefs
of providence in the tribes of plants and trees
which grow in it. Even the garden- of Eden,
without God, would nct have been Paradife.
What an aftonifhing thing it 1s, to {ee a vege-
table fpring forth and grow up to a great fize and
height frqm a very little feed ? I have reafon to
think, that fuch a quantity of cabbage or turnip
fecd, as you might put -into the palm of your
band, would produce more cabbages or turmps,
.than a waggon could carry. "Does not this fhew
the power of God, who, from fuch little means,
can{upply fuch a greatnels of boonty? He-ufually
~works by'means, and (in our way of -thinking) by
the f{malleft and moft unlikely means; but ke
fomet:mes, in order to prove the greatne,fs of his
_power, or the truth of .his :prefence, has been
pleafed to produce effeéts without any means.
ASmong other inftances, you cannot forget that
-extraosdlnary one, where five fmall loaves weye

miraculoufly
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miraculouily muldplied for the repaft of thoufands.
John vi. 5, &c.

How beautiful, how wvarious, are the flowers ?
What can exceed the delicate richnefs, or fmooth-
nels, of their colours? How wifely it. is ordered,
that the different fhades of green, in every plant,
fhould heighten the tinted glory. of their refpeétive
bloffoms ?  Zbey toil not, they fpir not ; and yet (fays
Chrift) Solomon in.all bis glary wvas not arrayed like
one of thefe.. - ' . |

If we look at and tafte the multitude of fruits,
which the garden yields, our wonder may juftly
increafe. How great is God’s beauty (to ufe a pro-
phet’s words in a lower {enfe) inthe verdure and
brightne{s of the feveral flowers ; but bow greaz is
bis goodnefs in the profufion of rich and wholefome
fruits # Who, if he had not {een it, could have
believed, that abranch of dry twigs, as the boughs
of trees appear-to be in the winter, fhould in a
few months bend down with a beautiful and de-
lictons load, -all {pringing forth, by divine com-
mand, out of little hutks or buds? all fpreading
themielves .in various forms and proportions, ac-
cording to thofe final caufes and exds, -ordained by
'that providence, which overfees and which. fuits
all things to all? In this inftance alfo, how gra-
<ioully does. the Almighty taife the moft bountiful
and {urprifing effets out of the fmalleft and moft
wunpromifing meahns ! . ‘

It has been well obferved, -that only weak tfees,.
or thofe of a moderate height, bear the moft ex-

uifite fruits. The higher they rife the poorer
they-are 1n this refpe&@, and thelefs -agreeable are
-their - fruits, T underftand this leffon: and the
:feeble ftem of the vine, whofe grapes I -admire,
«tells . me in its language, -that the moft valuable
fruits are often neareft the earth, In-other words,
‘ pride
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pride 1s barren or poor; but it 15 humility which
is plea‘ant and ufeful both before God and man. [
am oblired for this featiment to the excellent M.
Rollin, whole Belles Letrres, and hiffory of the arts
and {ciences of the ancients, and other writings,
will, at a proper time, afford you cqual 1uftrudtion
and entertainment.,

Some of ‘the greateft perfons in all ages have
been fond of contemplation in.the gardens, and
have ftudied to improve them. Homer, Virgil,
Cicero, Horace, Seneca; among the ancients 3 and
among the moderns, Luther, Bacon, Bifhop Be-
dell, Temple, Addifon, and Lyttleton: all thefe
men of illuftrious name, loved the retirements of
the country, and rarticularly were high in the
-praifes of the garden. And, what 1s mcre than
all, our Saviour himfelf delighted to pafs many
of his precious hours upon earth, in-the garden of
Gethfemane, near Jerufalem. To give an idea of
.beauty and delight, the church of God itfelf is
reprefented under the notion of a garden. . It cer-
.tainly 1s in lelf one of the moft agreeable and
.moft inftructive of human pleafures, affording arc
the fame time health to the body, and a fweet un-
ruffled tranquillity te the mind. 'Thofe only, who
.cannot enjoy their own thoughts, or the wondecrful

works of God, are incapable of the pleafures of the
-garden. - :

CHAP. XVI.
O r}:re Improvement of 1he *,Mi:m’.

MONG the-other works of God, we ought
% not-to omit the confideration of THE HuU-
MAN MIND, which, when truly confidered, will

appear to us one of the moft extraordinary things
we can know. ' .
Aus
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It the image of God, created be man: And this
likenefs muit be according to hizs mind, or fpirit;
for God hath no body like our’s. Though all the
creatures exceed us in the {enfes merely animal,
yet God hath given the fuperiority to our nature,
by giving us powers of great intelledtual extent,
and capacities of mind to apprehend and confider
objeéts both bodily and {piritual, fuch as no crea-
tures upon earth poflefs befide. We are diftin-
guifhed from all other animals by reafon and Peech.
By the firft, we can refle€t and conclude; and, by
the laft, we can declare to others the thoughts of
our minds. '
'The fubjeéts of reaforr and fpeech are tha groonds
of all human knowledge. By reafon, we learn
and trace out all the {ciences, or branches of know-

Jedge; and by {pecech, we receive or impart what

we know. Hence it is, that the knowledge of fci-

-ences,-and the knowledge of languages, are necefs

fary to each other, and confequently require a great
deal of our ftudious attention. 1

God hath.given us capacities that they might
be ufed; .and ufed for right ends, that they may
{hew forth his praife, and be of advantage to man-

kind. - He that thinks well, through the careful

improvement of "his unde: ftanding, will in time beé
able to inftrut others: and thofe, who -are able
to inftruét and dire€t others, are often a greater
treafure and blefling -to the world, than thofe who
have no employment but for their hands and feet.,

Fe that feparates bimjelf [ 1. e. from the world and
its diftraétions], followsawirh defiré, and imbues himnn-

) ﬁ-’ff cwith, all real <wifdorn, even the wifdom which

{ees things as they are. Prov xvii: 3. This 1s the
fenfe of that text. Every man, however, is or may

be ufeful in- his place: and he, that fills his place
properly by.difcharging its duties well, is 2 valax- .

ble member of fociety, and deferves regard. L
One



One -of the firlt purfuits of the mind fhould be
the knowledge of gramszar. By this, you will
learn, not only words as names of things, but the
method of placing thole words fo as to exprels
{our meaning with correftnefs  and propriety.
‘or want of this fcience it is, that you fo often:
hear people blunder about a meaning, which they
have in their heads, but cannot poilibly get out of
their mouths. .Such perfons, likewife, when they
offer to write, find the attempt not only painful
and laborious to them; but the expreflions of what
-they wifh to fay are fo perplexed, abfurd, contra-
dictory, or obfcure, that they themfelves are atraid
of being ridiculous, or of not being underflood.
Grammar fhews the dependence of one word upon
another, and the conneflion, which naturally
holds, between every part of the fame f{entence.
We' have an excellent grammar for our tongue,
compofed by Dr. Lowztb, the late bithop of Londos,
which, for its various criticifins and pointed in-
formation, may not only inftruét youn in the grounds
of {peech, but may ferve you to ftudy even when
you are older. 1 thall not, at _prefent, .put Mr.
Harris’s ingenious treatife, entitled Hermes, which
explains univerial grammar, into your hands; for
this, as well as other works of philology, or lan-
guage, can only entertain and initru¢t, when yon
have adwvanced farther towards a .critical know-
Jedge of [etters or learning. -But I would have you, -
in the mean time, ‘be well acquainted with your
dLatin grammar, -the knowledge of which (the La-
tin being a far more difficult” language than our
own) will help you to -the underftanding of the
Englif grammar with greater.cale and precifion.
JAll the Latin authors which boys read, at leaft in
the lower clafles, are read chiefly for the purpofe
of -teaching them the conftru&ion and mature tf.f
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the Latin tongue. When you are, once in poffef-
fion of the key, you will eafily unlock the door to
thofe {tores of knowledge and ingenuity, which are
Jaid up in that language. 1 will only add, that an
acqudintance with the grammar of one tongue will
give you fuch a notion of grammar in general, as
will make the graminar of any other languag: more
eafy and clear to your mind and memory.
- Writing, though only an art, is the handmaid
of all the f{ciences, and confequently not to be
neglefled. I wifh you to-wiite what 13 called a
pood hand, both becaule they, who write well,
can write eafily, and therefore can write longer
without fatigue than others, and aifo becaufe what
they write. appears to great advantage to the eye
of the reader, and may be read without hefitation
or miftake. . Why fhould not our thoughts have
a clear and fair piflure to defcribe them? I have
{feen a letter- of very fine fenfe written fo ill,sthat
it was difficult to read it ali, and when read, .was
picked ocut with fo many ftops in wrong places,
and fo many corretions of miftaken words, thac
the beanty of the language was entirely loft, and
the whole “feemkd at firit but little hetter than the
erdinary letter of a common fervant., Such per-
fons fhould employ a copyift, or if that cannot be
thoyght agreeable, fhould learn to write better
. themfelves, 'There.is more importance in a. good
attainmeant of this neceflary. art, -than fome people,
and very - ingenious people’ too, are aware of;
When you favour me with a letter,” T thall wifh to
fee it in fuch a neat fair chara&ter, and with fach
diftin¢tion of points and {entences, as to be read
with eafe, and confequently with pleafure. A {lo-
venly, blotted, ill-fhaped, uncouth; form of wri-
ting; carrics the fameoffence to my eye; asa dirty,
vough, undreit young perfon will do to the eyes of
all swho fce him. |

Arithmetic
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- dritomeric 1s the {cience of numbers, or of guaiie
£/ty In number, and the foundartion of {everal other
arts and {ci-nces, which are neceffury and orva-
mental to human life. The firft principles or
rules, may be attained as an amufement; and in-
decd the whole of 1t may be followed as an em-
ploywent of fpare hours from other ftudies, rather
than an entirc occupation of the mind, as is too
frequently the cafe in ordinary fchools. ~Without
arithmetic no man is fit for common bufinefs, and
lefs fll for commerce and the larger affairs of
-mankind.  Were-it not for the dry plodding way
of teaching 1it, arithmetic would be rather an en--
tertainment than a laborious fludy. - The certain
difcovery of a required or neceffary truth, which
this {cience, from the nature of numbers affords,
always yields the mind a fure information, and
therefore a moft fatisfying pleafure. |

Of biffery, geopraphy and 4fronomy, we have
{poken before. They are all ablolutely nec-flary to
enlarge, as well as inform, the undzrftanding; at
leaft fo much of them, as may afford you a proper
notion of God’s providence and power in his crea-
tion, which, if they areunderftood to any purpofe,
they naturally lead to. 'Thefe branches of fcience
have 2 moft intimate correfpondence with almoft.
all others, and may be purfued at vacant hours, as
matters of general information.

I fhall only mention the names .of the other arts:
and fciences, which, if you purfue a life of ftudy,
will of courfe come befdre you in due time. I wifh
you to know fomething of them beforehand, that
you may have an happy ardour or defire (if God
has been pleafed to blefs you with {o liberal a turn
of mind) to attain all, that you poflibly can, of
what 1s nfcful and delightful to be known. Benot
difcouraged at feeming difficulties. By patience,

induftry,
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induftry, and God’s goodneis, all that is pofiibie
to oil¢ man 18, in a certain degree, pdfible to
another. ~

Logic 1s the inftrument of reafon and fcience,
employed in the dae arrangement of ouar thoughts,
in the placing of reafons In a proper and clear me--
thod, and in tracing or difcovering, by rule and
art; the truth or faifhood of what people fay or
write. For the wantof a little logic, what inco-
herent arguments are fometimes produced ;3 what
good fenfe 1s frequently confounded ; what intri-
cate, unconnefted, and bewildéring difcourfes are
often heard ! T'ruth comes with double force, when
it comes i order.. Falfe logiciis fophifiry, whichis’
error under the -appearance of wifdom and truth..
One pood ufe of true logic is to detet and expofe
1t.. ' ‘ \ ' " )
Rbetoric 13 the embellifhment of language, and
is ufed either to perfuade or to pleafe. Under
rhetoric we muit include the knowledge of /fyle,
which is the method of writing or fpeaking with
elegance or propfiety, and which-is almoft as pe-
culiar in " different authors or {peakers, as their
{everal hand-writings, or their voices. Style is,
therefore, not only an art, but an habit. Rhetoric’
alfo exprefles plain things. by figurative words, i
order to give them force and beauty. Greatjudg~
ment 1s required to.ufe rhetorical expreflions with
propriety: they otherwife become a ridiculous or
difguiting bombaft, which is a high {welling repre-
{fentation of little and ordinary things. Florid
writers, or people fond of flowery or’ theatrical
language, are very prone to fall into this error. It
is not firery which conflitutes ornameunt, but the
avben and the awbere of putting it on. Jawels and
flowers. would not drefi a chimuey-{iveeper; nor
-will tumid or {welling words give any real elo-

quence
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Qence 1o low ana creeping bhoughts. 1 rue Lyic,
4 ping 5 Y

like true beauty, 1s more natural than arufeinl;
and, therefore, that, which really delerves the
name of cloguence, isa jult and happy compound
of Locgic and rRuHEeToric. 'The poet and the
orator can do nothing without them. -

Geomerry 1s the foundation “of many ather {ci-
ences. It confifts in the knowledge of lines and
their proportions 3 that i3, the proportion, which
the length, breadth, or thicknels, of {quares, tri-
angles, globes, &c. have to the feveral parts or
lines ot which they are formed. For inltance, by
the knowledge of two fides of a triangle, geometry
teaches us to know the length of -the ather fide;
and by the diameter or thicknefs of a globe to.
know the circumference or compafs of ir.. Menfu-
ration, navigation, aftronomy, mechanics, mufic
itfelf, architetture, drawing, and many other parts
of knowledge, are founded in the knowledge of ge-
ometry. I have told youzalréady, that the know-
ledge of one {cience leads natarally to others; and
that the acquaintance with fome ftrengthens and pre-
pares the mind for the attainment of the reft. Itis
- @ fhame for people, in certain circumftances, to be
utterly ignorant of any fcience or ufeful branch
of knowledge; though it may not be neceffary for
them to know all parts of learning alike., . Some
will be more fuitable to our particular ftates and
profeflions than others; bat all are pleafant and
improving, and each in its turn ferves to aid and
embellifh the whole. Add to this, a general know-
ledge tends to render the mind modeft and un-
afluming, from a conftioufnefs of the great extent
of learning, and of the difficuity of attaining any
fcience accurately or entircly: whereas partial or
particular acquirements fill the heartwith 1nfolence
or conceit, and too often leave in.the head a large
#nd contemptible vaculty.

Botany
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Dotziy is the knowledge of plants, and the me-
" thod of placing them into certain claffes or orders.
This 1s of great ule-to medicine and medical peo-
ple, and confequently to the health of mankind.

C hemiftry teaches the. art of analyzing, or fepara-~
ting into parts, by fire, allforts of {fubftances found
upon earth, in order to difcover of what principles
they are miade. It 1is therefore of importance to
phyficians and natural philofophers.

Anatony is the knowledge of the human frame,
and of all that fine dnd wonderful order, in which
its feveral parts are connefted and maintained,
'This ftudy is alfo ufeful and proper to the phyfi-
cian, and a general acquaintance with 1t to almoft
every body. One might think, that this {cience
alone would confound atheifin, by the view of the
aftonifhing arrangement of the moft minute, as
well as the largelt parts of our frame; and that
therefore an atheiftical anatomift, as well as aflro-
nomer, muft be ¢ mad.”

Among the fine aArTs are ranked Painting, Sculp-
ture, Mufic, Architelure, or the art of building, the
meaning of all which I need not explain to you :

"The arts themfelves are to be ftudied and acquired
under proper mafters.

'There are alfo falfe feiences ; fuch as dlebymy,
which pretends to difcover ¢ the philofopher’s
ftone,”” or the art of turning any metal into gold,
and to invent an univerfal panacea, -or medicine
which will cure all vifarders. Paracelfus, a boaft-
ing profellor in this ftudy, pretended by axt to
preferve a man’s life for ages; but he could nog
preferve his own: for one, himfelf dying in hig
forty-eighth year. 4frology alio is another falfe
fcience, which prefames to know, by the configu~
ration or fituation of the-ftars - (without -knowing

the natare oty fubflance of them) what will be f_t;htt '
e

V]
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fate of particular perfons and affairs, their fuccefs
or lofs, their life or death, and the like. Butit is
cqually curious and pleafant, that the profeflors of
this myftery fhould be fo extremely ignorant, as
we commonly find them, of things both paf aud
prefeaty and yet fo wonderfully acquainted with
thofe to come, in which time only can refute them.
It is indeed nothing but a wild and idle prefump-
tion, derived from fome old ‘philofophers, who .
fancied that God was matter, and that the parts of
matter were parts of God, or {o'many gods, having
{feparate influences in the world ; and conféquently
a pretenfior; founded on fo'much error and infide-
lity, deferves to be treated with contempt and ab-
horrence by all chriftians. It was- thus treated by
thole primitive chriflians, of whom we - read in
Aéts xix. 19. who burned as many books in one

day, as were worth 1n our money above fifteen
hundred pounds. AN ‘

- CHAP. XV~
| ' Sum of RefleZions upon Creations -

HE Pfalmift, treating of this fubjet in a
moft beautiful pfalm (the civth) could- not
help breaking forth into'a holy rapture. O Loxb,
bow manifold are thy eworks! In awifdombafl thou made
2bem all. L'he earth is full of thy riches s And fo isthis
‘great and wwide fea, «wberein are things creepingy inniu-
wmerabla, animals finall as well as greae. 1hefe wast
afl upon thee, that thou mayeft gicve them their meat in
‘due feafon. - Lhe glory of the. Lord fhall endure for
ever : The Lord fball rejoice in his avorks ! - -
What' a large houfe, to our thought<; hath God.
raifed and formed in this world ; and what a vatt.
and ever-craving family be daily nourithes and
fupplies ! . If he withhold his hand, or fupporting:
Yo . ‘ PQWE:;
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power, they muft die; for they can rarle nothing,
not even a blade of grafs or a fingle atom, by them-
feives. If he take away his almighty energy or
adtion, the whole fibric muft diffolve in. ruins,
having no foundation but zbe fpirit of bis mouth, or
the lite of his command. Itis and muft be as eafy
to him ({peaking after our manner of thought) to
deltroy, as to build a world. By a word, ar mani-
feftation of his might, he called all we fee into be-
* ing: by the-fame, he can fcatter the atoms of his
own creation, and reduce them to the nothing
from which they were made. One element, f{uch
as fire, which is;more or lefs in all the fubftances
we know, and .which God i1n his wonderful wif-
dom hath made the inftrument of -nourithing alk
things, 1f permitted to break forth into aétion upon
the. reft, would fuffice alone™ to bring the _uni-
yverfe to immediate deftruflion. And if an ele-
ment,- an inflrument, can do this, as'wz know by,
our {enfes 1t can; how much {ooner the God who
made 1t 7 . o _

This little fpot, the earth which we inhabit, 1s
almolt a2 grain -of fand to the whole of what we
can fee in the creation about us. ‘There are, from
the invention of telefcopes, new and new difcave-
ries of ltars upon ftars, many of which our fathers,
unaided by our improvements, could not {ee, and
others which, being beyond our own and all future
rcach of art, we and.our pofterity may never know.
And yet God, the fame God, our own Gad. and
Creator, formed them as well as ourfelues, and equally
fopposts us all. Kis care extends to the minuteft
infe&, and to the largeft woild; to an atom, aad
tothe univerfe, through every moment, and alto-
gether, L
. In the contemplation of God’s works, my dear

c¢hild, O learn to admire BimserLw! If tbey are
: greag
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great ahd wonderful, as indeed they are; wur,
their author and their end, muft be infinitely
more ‘glorious and aftonifhing. Confider, then,
whofeyou are, and by whom you are made; con-
fider the purpofe, for which he made. you; confi-
der, if you .are anfwering that purpofz’; and, if
not, what mav be, what muit be, the event to
your{elf. He made you for his glory. Have you
fhewn forth that glory? Are you living to his
praife? Is this your defire, your joy, your pur.
pofe, in all you fay .and do? Can you declare,
that this has always been your view, always the.
.aim and bent of your mind ? [f you cannot fay
this in trath; tRken you muit have left God, as
your rightful Sovereign and CrearTor, and are
gone aftray. 'Then the farther you wander, the
farther from his glory are you, and confequently
from yourown happinefs. And if this be the cafe,
as indeed it 15 5 how fhall you return! By what
meanscanyou be reftored? How is the great end
of your being to be preferved? How are you to
be happy at laft, and God be glorified ?—~Thefe
are queftions, which, in the following parts of this
book, Iwill endeavour to anfwer. By them you
may poflibly {fee; thatit will now be neceflary for
ou to approach your CreaTor under.other re-
ations, and particularly under that of REpeeMER,
1.fhall, therefore, in the next place, defire to en~
gage your thoughts upon the fubjet of Re- .

PEMPTION. .
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CHAP. I
On the Sovuyr, and its Iz;zparm:zc:.

MY DEAR CHILD,

UR refleétions, in the foregoing part of this

little book, have chiefly turned upon the
fubjefts of matter, or upon thofe things which’in
the body we can perceive and enjoy.. But you
have a foul of far greater worth and dignity than
the bodily frame in which it refides ; a fpiritual
being, which is to remain when the body decays;
poffefling a peculiar life, a life which may indeed
be tmproved or made worfe, but which can never
die. 'There is nothing to be known then, in the
wholeworld, of a thou%andfh part {fo much confe~
quence to you, as how this foul fhail find eternal
happinefs with its continual life, when it fhall quit
the earthly houfe of its body. 75 /Ziwe is not
encugh, though for ever; but 7o live in everlafiing
blifz, 1s a point of the higheft inquiry, and furely
deferves your utmoft attention and concern. -
~ As to the nature of your foul, yon ‘may ‘eafily
underftand it to be, That which thinks, learns,
reafons, refle€ts, remembers, within you. The
body can do nothing of this kind, no not evenr
feél without the fpirit or foul. - It is the fonl’s in-
L O {trament,
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itrument, or cafe, or habitation, made of dead
matter like the duft of the. earth and from that
duft, and 1s fitted for its fituation here among the
elements and creatures about 1t. ‘The body does
not move and carry the foul, but the {oul aéts upon
and bears up thebody. When you run or leap,
for inltance, itis entirely by the will and power of
your foul; for, without the {foul, it could have
neither will nor power at al], more than a wooden
horfe, to move 1tfelf. - And whcn you are eager or
alarmed, you know, that you can run much “fatter
and leap much farther than at other times; but it
1s only becaufe your {pirit within you atts more
firongly and urgently upon the body-than befare,
and carries iton, though a mere lump or load,
with greater vehemenceand activity.

How the {pirit is joined to the body, and how
it afs upon it, God ‘only knows. But the fadt is
certain and clear, that the foul and body are very
diftin¢t and different things, and yet that there is
a very clofe union between them, which the vio-
lence of death only can diffolve. Then the foul
ceafing to act upon the body, this frame is proved
to be, what it really is, a compolfition of mere un-
thinking duft, by its return to the paffive matter of
which 1t was formed. -

'This being the cafe, it much concerns.yoy and.
me to know, what wﬂl became of our . fouls after
this feparation; for as to the.bodies, which are
~ left by the fouls, you know they prefently. putrify,.
and rot into duft and athes: and therefore; they.
are buried, as a moft offenfive nuifance, from the.
fight of the world.

When we began thefe httlc difcourfes, I told
you, that we could know nothing rightly con-
cerning God; but hy .the help of hia wqrd which:
he hath revealed and given to us; and 1 muft. n{gw

: . 2y
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fay the {ame concerning ourfelves. We coula not
have known, of wvbaz our{pirits in particular were
made, noyr for wwbhas end, if he had not told us. The
wifeft of men, without his inftru@tion, could only
have formed dark and rude guefles at the beft.
You will hereafter find many ftriking proofs of
human ignorance upon this fubjeét, when you
come to read the wileft and beft of the heathen
authors.- We muft therefore, take this word, or
the Bible, for our guide, as we go along; or clfe,
like many befor'e us, we cannot but moft fadly err and
go aftray. No book, no difcourfe, upon the fub-
ject of religion, is of any worth, unlefs its fub-
itance be drawn from God’s book, ar tends to ex-
plain and enforce it. When people are too wife
for the word of God, they are in the faireft. way
of proving themfelves, not common fools aor
idiots, for thefe may be f{uch only for a little
while; but {piritually blind and unhappy for a.
whole eternity. .

CHAP. IL

Man’s original State.

N the book of Genefis we are told, that the
Lord Gaod formed man of the duft of the
ground, and breathed or infufed into his noftrils
the breath or {pirit of life; and fo man became a.
living foul, or frame. Gen.ii. 8. What God
makes-1s' always perfe&t ; and’ it-appears, that our
firft. parents were fo 1n the garden of .Eden., 'They
were free from fin, and therefore free from evil,
ficknefs, mifery, and death, Their happy em-

ployment was, to behold the glory of "God in hi
works, and to praife him for all the wifdom anpd:
goodnefs,. which they difcovered in' them. They
were to. drefs and ¢a kegp this blefled. fpob;. and, they
C 2 Jerved
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J erwed and werfarpped thelr iaker in this dresling,
and prefirwed their own happinefls in keeping and
obferving his holy will. It wasan employment,
as Ifaid, but nota labour. They found no weari-
nefs, and fuffered no pain, in this delightful fer-
vice: and if they had kept this their' firit eftate,
they might perhaps have been tran{lated to.a
higher glory, and to a heavenly  world; but it
would not have been through forrow or death, but
pofiibly in fome fuch way as our Saviour was trans-
figured, or changed, upon the holy mount.
They ftood at the head of this part of God’s
" creation; and they were the priefts of 1t to render
unto him, by a living voice and pure reafon, the
praifes of all-the creatures for the good they -en-
voyed. 'Great was man’s dignsty in this ftaton;
and all the world felt it, when God caufed the
beafts and the fowls to pafs in review beforé him,
and thereby to do bim homage or reverence as
their inferior lord. Gen.ii. 19g. Great alfo was
his tuowledge ; for he knew, by an immediate intu-
ition or infight, the nature and ‘property of all the
creatures, as he beheld them, and gave them names
exallly fitted to exprefs their {feveral qualities and
conditions.’ | T
In this flate Adam was formed. ¥e had capa-
cities of knowing and ferving his Creator in he-
linefs and truth: and he enjoyed a perfeft free-
dom of his will, fo as either to ftand by a fervice
full of blifs, or to fall from it by difobedience, na-
turally incurring a forewarned mifery. Accord-
ingly God gave him one teft or pledge of his duty.
Xle was to eat or enjoy all things but one. He was
<o know, and"did kiow, good, and faw it in every
“thing: but he was not to know evil, the breach of
Goad’s order, or fin. The tree, or plant, or prin-
ciple, of the knowledge of good and é\_ril.wa;. ﬁ:ﬁ
o - ort
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forth as the facrament, or holy outward witnefs,
of this obligation. If he fhould dare to eat of, or
-3mbibe this, and thus venture to lknow more than
God had ordained’; fuch an effeét thould arife from
it, as would bring the very principle of death into
_his body and foul, in the fame day. Gen.ii. 17.
In this flate he was created, enjoying the river of
God which pafled through Edexn in four branches,
or (as that fignifies}) poflefing the comforts of
God’s prefence with him in every part of that
carthly paradife, which way foever he went.

CHAP. IIL
Z%e FavLvr of Man.

Have now, my dear child, an awful fat to

lay hefore you, Man was ereated upright, but
he foon_fought out many inventions. ¥le did not con-
tinue long in the happy place and ftaté, of which
we have been fpeaking. At the inftigation or ad-
vice of an evil {fpirit, who had rebelled againft
God, and put on him the form of a ferpent, Ewve,
the woman, “prefumed to touch the pledge of obe-
dience, by eating of the facramental tree, and drew .
in her hufband Jdam to the commiffion of the fame
tran{greflion. They were told, that they fould be
as Gods, that 1s, as beings independent, living by
their -own wifdom and power; and ‘thus the bait
of pride drew them into prefumption and ruin.
JImmediately, as if infpired by this wicked and
tempting fpirit, they Enew what fin was, and as
inftantly felt the fhame of it within them. Indeed,
Satan, this evil one (who is fo named becaufe he is
- the enemy of God and man), took pofleflion of them
- as fellow.partners with himfelf in wickednefs, and
by this” very means became their ruler and agent,
Jnftead of their rightful Lord and Creator. And

C 3 from

-
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from that time to this, be 7uleth, he lords 1t aver,
he avorketh in, the childrei of difobedicnce, as their
direCing {pirit, as the very prince of the power of
the air by which they breathe and live. Eph.ii. 2.
Hence all the wars and wickednefs, which prevail
1 the world, are kindled and promoted by him,
contrary to the peace and purity of God and of
the firlt creation, to the ruin and deftrution of
mankind. Man came into this fnare by his own
free will, againft all cauwtion and command ; and,
therefore, rightly he had none but himfelf to
blame, . -

The wifdom of God, from which nothing can
be hid, {faw thisdeplorable adtion; and the juftice
and truth of God could not but punifh. the rebel-
lion, O what pitiful excufes did our firft parcnts
make for themfelves! You may read them in
‘Gen. iit, They were turned out from the place
and {tate of paradife, and becameé «wanderers, both
from God and all happinefs, in a2 world-at larpe,
where was nothing but thoras and thiftles to fling
their fleth, as the proper emblems of worfe evils
than thele, which pierced and tormented their
minds. They were, from thattime, to have no
fupport while they lived, but through labour and -
‘toil ; and they were at laft to enter into the land
‘of darknefs and dcath, which was not to remove,
but to increafe their forrows. See, my child, what
oNE fin could do. It could ruin both body and
foul, and deftroy the peace and happy expeétations
of a, whole worid.

From that difmal day, man became wain in bis
zmmagtiations, and bis foolifb beart was a’m‘ﬁerrm’:
He forgot God and himfelf, and became too weak
and difordered to recover the knowledge of either.
He loft his fine underftanding, which led him to

difcern his Maker’s wifdom and beauty in all his
works s
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works: he loft,” confequently, all heart and rea-
fon to praife him for them : he loft the health of
his body, and the ftrength of innocent courage,
which necither knew nor {ufpeéted the approach of
harm: he became weak and fearful, geling in
himfelf the {eatence, yea, the very execution of
death. Dying, he died daily. Every moment bare
him onward to the grave. And he weptas he
went, almoit all the way thither. Thus infepa-
rable are fin and mifery; equally infeparable as
righteoufnefs and peace. He loft fight of God as
his fovereign; and he began to groan under the
tyranny of his enemy, without knowing thit ene-
my or the true nature of his tyranny, without the
power, and (what is more lamentable) without the
inclination, to be delivered trom it. He was {tu-
pified and hardened, through the deceitfulnefs of fin,
with refpe&t to the beauty of holinefs and the
goodnefs of God. Ina word, all his faculties were
ruined or changed by his f{eparation from Geod,
and became, in the worft fenfe, dull, dark, dead,
‘and defperate: See, my dear, what evil the know~
ledge of evil brought upon our firft parents, and
what a deplorable condition they fell into from a
ftate of perfeftion and happinefs. O think upon this,
and mourn, that there fhould ever have been
an heart in-fuch blifsful creatures to depart from
the (3od of their life, and from the bleffed knows
ledge of his ways.

S CHAP. 1V.
Continuation of the Subjell.

—\HE fcripture atks, Who can bring a cleanthing

‘- out of an unclean 7 And itanfwers for us, Not
one. - Qur parents fell from their happy ftate before
they had children; and therefore, when they had
. Cs them,
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then:, they could cnly be like themfelves, Being
{inners, they naturally brought forth other finners;
and as all finners are expofed to mifery and death
at all times, {6 their offspring feel pain as foon as
they are born, die often in infancy, or, if theylive
ever fo long, go wailing and finning, and finning
and wailing, more or lefs, all their days to the
grave. 'Thus we are by nature the children of
.wrath, becaufe we are the children of fin, having
fin 1n all our facwlties, without any natural love
towards God or his holinefs. FHence 1t is, that in.
fants die, who cannotlin after the funilitude of Adam’s
tran/greffron, that is, from their own free will; but
having a {inful nature in them, they die according
to the juft judgment of God, death being his dea
creed wages for fin, and juftly infli€ted, therefore,
wherever it is found. A f{inlefs being could not
die; for death is not nataral, but as abhorrent to
nature in its perfection, as it is to the perfettion
of God who mzde it.  You have fin in you; and
thereforé you do not lave God.as you ought, but
delight in many things, which arc both difpleafing
to him, and not good for yourfelf. Yon have a
will to chufe fin, and affetions to love it; but can
you get rid of thefe? You cannot, becaufe they
are bred and born in you; they are now a part,
though a melancholy part, of your own felf. 1 fay
this not mercly to mortify you, “which can give me
no pleafure, butto fhew you, whata poor depraved
nature we all carry about with us, and how we
came by 1t. © .

But the worft of this difmal evil is, we do not
know it, we-do not believe it, we deny the caufe,
though we cannot help groaning under its effeéts.
What makes you fad at any time? Search into
it, and, when you fearch rightly, you will find it
to be in. What renders you dull and heavy in the

. ' ways

. ’ -
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vays of goodnefs, even though you linovwr them te
be the beft for vou? It 1s nothing but f{in ruling
in your finful nature. What lifts you up with pre-
fumption and pride, upon any account? 1tis oniy
fin, and the ignorance entailed upon fin, within-
you. If you were wife, and good, and holy, you
would be athamed to be proud; and if you were
perfettly holy, you could not be proud at all.—1
fay all this, my dear, not to reproach youz in par-
ticular; for all thefe fad infirmities are the com-
mon lot, by our fallen nature, of myfelf and all
other people, born into. the world. We had.them’
from our firft parens ; all their corruption was en-
tailed upon us; nor could it be otherwife, unlefs
God had ordained, that we fhould never have been:
born atall, or not born in fucceflion from them.
He muft in that cafe have changed the f{yftem or
order of the: world, which certainly would not have
been right, becaufe, if it had been right, he, who
is nothing. but- righteonfnefs, would have done it.
This jnbred iniquity is what divines call original
fin _or birth-fin; and ¢ it ftandeth not in the fol.
Jowing of Adam’” as an example, ‘° but it.is the
fault.and corruption of the nature of every man,’”
defcended from Adam, alwaysinclining him to evil,
and only to evil, and therefore deferves God’s.
wrath.and condemnation. ]

CHAP. V.

The, Neceffity of underflanding and’ rememberin g the:
" - - FaLL of Man. '

¥ HAVE dwelt fo.long, my dear-child; upon the-

fall of our firfk parents,. and. its woeful conle~
quences, to you, to me, and to all the world;_not-
for tlie pleafure certainly which can be- derived.
" froim {o.awful a fubje®, but from the. abfolute ne-
(3 - Cs ceflity.



573 REDEMYP TIOHN.
cefiity of knowing this, that we may be prepared
to know fomcthmg better. When vou are in pain,
you naturally defire eafe, and are glad to hear of a
remedy., Z'he e«whole (or thofe who fancy them-
{felves whole), nced not a phyfician, but they thar are
fick. 1t would be ridiculous to fend for a dottor,
when a perfon is well, or to talk of a releafe from
prifon and fetteys to thofe who are at hiberty. So
to mention a recovery from this fall to thofe,” who
‘neither duly £z nor feel it, will always appear
idle and abfurd,

Let me defire. you to remember it as a truth, of
avhich perhaps in the courfe of your life you may
find but too plentiful proafs, that the ignorance or
forgetfulnefs of this fall of man, in its true extent
and confequences,. is the ground of all the miftakes
which people have fallen into refpeéiing religion,
and the chief {pring confequently of all the herefies
or falfe doftrines, which have been brought, as {o

many additional m1fch1efs and dxforders, into the
world.

CHAP. VL

* Ou the RECOVERY, or REDEMPTION, of Man.

IN 1s held forth under feveral defcriptians in
the word of God. 1. As a Difafe, like the le-
profy. or other difability of nature, which no man
can cure. As a.Kilthinefs, which no human art
‘can cleanfe 3..As a Burden, which no mortal
ftrength can bear. ‘4. Asa Ba:zdage, from which
none but God can releafe.

‘The mercy and favour of God towards fallen
man are {uitable to thefe circumitances; as we may
perceive in our further confiderations.

The firft declaration of this mercy came imme-
dlately after the fall, T awill put enmizy (faid God '

. ' tar
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to the tempting lerpent, the: devil)y deteveerr thee and
the avonan, and beinveen thy [eed and ber feed : It fhall
bruife thy head, and thon fbalt bruife his beel, Gen.
111, 15. The {eed of the woman is Curist, who
was to be 'born of the virgin Mary; and the word
avoman ftands here alfo as a type or figure of the
church of Chrift, which 1s his own, and between
whom' and Satan God would raife a declared en-
mity and oppofition: ‘The Aead of the {erpent is
his rule and aathority, and confequently the éruif~
ing that head is the bringing down his power. The
Feel, which the ferpent could hurt, was either or
. both-the human nature of Chrift, which was to fuf-
fer upon the' crofs, or the bodies of his people,
‘againft which the ‘devil and his agents have done
‘all the evil they could from age to age. This pro-
‘'mife to our firlt parents was given te comfort their
{ouls; which-otherwife muft have been overcome by
defpair. O pray, my child, tounderftand it truly
-yourfelf too; for m it is contained. zll "the mercy
‘'you can enjoy, both in time and in eternity !

CHAP. VIIL

Z'he SEED .g"r.fge Woman.

HRIST (as we have faid) is this feed, or off-
b {fpring. It is therefore of the higheft import-
ance to you and me, that we underttand rightly
what 1s revealed concerning his PErson, or evbar
.be is: and concerning his %Vomc, or avbat be was
‘26 do, and bas done, fgr our redemption. © "~ - ° °
We have mentioned. JEBova i, according tothe
{criptures, as being Fatber, Son, and, Hely. Ghofty in
one GopBEAD: 'The Father as. Creator; the.Son
as Redeenrer 5 the Holy Ghoft as San&ifter; or'he
that maketh holy. This was according to -an’ ap-
~pointment of their own, called 'in Scripture a cove-
Caé nant,
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agnt, Or agreCment: And this 15 revealed to hﬂ!}?
our underitandings into the right notion, by w/hom
and for wbat we are created, redeemed, and faved.
As God the Fathercseated, in unity of the Son and
Spirit; fo God the Son redeemed, in perfeft con~
jun&ion with both; and God the Spirit blefles, -
2n intire harmony with the Father and Son®. I
wifh you-to keep this in your mind: You will un-
derftand it better and better, I truft, the longer
you live, and the more you know of yourfelf and

of God. .

It was God the Sown, who covenanted or pur-
pofed to re¢deern: And, 1n order to do this, it was
neceflary for him, to diveff bimfelf of the rays of
- his divinity (Phil. 111, ¥,) to 20 come forts from the
‘Godhead (John xvi. 27, 28. xvii. 8.), and to take
our nature, or become one of us, as far as the
taking our nature could make him fo. For a fign

% There is a continuity (if L may fo exprefs myfelf), orinti-
mate conjunétion, between-the divine Perfons3 fo as to fhew
torth a Unity in diftin&ion, and a Trinity without feparation:
And there is alfo a continuity in their offices ; the Father
creating, but not without the Son and Spirit; the Son re-
deeming, but not without the Spirit-and the Father; and the
Spirit fan&ifying, but not without the Father and the Son =
All which may be proved by many paffages.in Scripture., A
faint idea of this great truth may be drawn from cur {enfible
perception of the material fun. ‘There is the orb, the /ighe,
‘and the fire, all co-exiftent, and all infeparable, though eafily
diltin from each other. ‘The fire is not without the orb,
nar the orb without the light, nor the light without the fire s
And yet, though thefe be three very diftinét peculiarities,
they make but one fun, in which they infeparably exift to-
gether. ‘There are many other triplicates or ‘trinities in the
natural world, which exhibit, as in a pi€ure, a fenfible ma-.
‘nifeftation of the truth of this doftrine of the divine Trinity
wea do@rine which is the foundation of the Chriftianreligian,
and confequently of the Bible itfelf, in which it is exprefsly
sevealed in many parts, and neceffarily implied in all, " |

' " O
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of his own nnfpotted purity. he, by the agency of
the Holy Spirit, took our nature from a virgingy
and, by taking it into himfelf or his divinity, fie
made what he took perfeét and holy. ¥is name
correfponds with his perfon. He was to be, and
was, moft truly, IMMANUEL, that is, God avith us,
or, God one of us and in our nature: 'Thus he
became perfe&t God and perfeét man, united in one
perfon, who is the Carisr. As God, he was be-
fore all worlds 3 -and as man, he was born in this
world; and as God-man, he was able to merit and
was capable of fuffering in this world for the world
eternal. He could not_ffér as God, norcould he
have merited for others as mere man; but, as God
and man in one perfon, hecould do both, and alfo
do them for effeéts infinite and everlafting. ‘This
manifeftation of God in the flefh'is one of the moft
{urprizing and gracious myfteries in out religion,
without {ome knowledge of whigh-it is rot poffible
to underftand . the other important things, -which
you oughe to think of, and which I intend to men-
tion to you. .
This wonderful perfon is called in the Ojd Tef~-
tament Mefffab, and in the New Teftament Chrif 5
but both mean the fame thing, which is, fnointed.
When perfons, fuch as. kings and priefts, were
appointed to their office, they were anointed with
confecrated oil: And God ordained this ceremgny ..
- to fhew, that the great Saviour, the Gop-MaAN?
in one Perfon, was, in the fulnefs of time, to be
anointed by the Hory Grost, which the oil fig-
nified ; or, in plain words, that Gop wastobe 1
1M and WITH HIM. S -
He alfo is called Jesus, altered in the Greek
language from a Hebrew word, which meanps Jan
THE Saviour. Thisname was given him.in ¢arly
ages by God, {peaking through the prophets, agg&
) o S )
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juft before his birth, by an angel c*ftnre{'slv fent
frcm heaven. Martt. 1. 21.

He hath many other names in the Holy Scr1p-
turcs, which teftify concerning his dwme or hu-
Inan nature, or concerning the great work, which
he was to perform-in thofe natures for falvatwn 3
but thefe, ‘which I have mentmned will ferve for
our purpofe at prefent, which is to give you a
general infight into thofe great things concerning
our everlafting hopes, which have always been the
obje&t of God’s providence in the world, and for
the full accomplifhment of which the world itfelf,
NOW grown hﬂary with fip, 15 permitted to fland.

'~ My dear child, confider what exceeding great
love God muft have towards us, that he fhould fend
his only-begotten Son into the world in fuch'a form
as our’s, 1t would have been an amazing conde-
{cenfion, if he had . {tooped to tzke-upon him the
natare of thefirft angcl in heaven ; bat to take upon
him onx pature, and for onr fzz:{':: too, finful® rebels
and enemies to him as we are by wicked works—
2his {urpafles every other thing we can think of—
¢4is is beyond all other fubjeéts we canknow. An
apofile could only utter, upon- this ﬂccaﬁon, the

. deep feelings of his mind, by exclmmmg, What
mamner of love is this! And when we koow and tafte

a little of what he knew and enjoyed, we fhall be

ready to fay too, ¢“ O what manner of love m—
deed'"

CHAP. VHIL

Os the Work of the REpBEMER.

AVING mentioned a few hints refpe&mg the
perforr of our Redecemer, I come now m C X
p ain-to-you fomething of his aworks -
It was tp be a-work of. redemption for lm pw—-
ple¢, according to their need of him. |
1. They



REDEMPTION. 63

1. They were fold under fin, and deferved the
wrath and punithment of God, which in his juftice
he had declared fhould come upon them for it.
The forgivenefs of this fin, and confequently the
removal of this punifhment, were the firlt things,
therefore, that were neceffary for them. -

2. They were cvithout righteoufnefs, and far from
its confequently, they could not obtain the divine
favour, and the divine reward of happinefs in hea-
ven. Of courfe, they wanted a ##/r and a »ighs to
that glory, which can only be enjoyed by holy and
perfett creatures. .

Remember, theréfore, my child, for this is of
the utmoft importance ; that the worst of Chrift is
rwo-fold, and the meriz of Chrift in that work rwo-

fold. "'The firf? branch of this Work was to ﬁ:{&r

_and die_for our fins; and the fecondio  fulfil all riphte-
ouficfs, in our behalf. Then, the fr# branch of his
Mger1iT, applied to us, gives us resmiffion of our finss
and the fécond, beftowed upon us, affords us righte-
oufnefs, and the confequent right and reward of it,
‘even eternal life. This is very precifely fet before
us in Rom. v. #hile ave were yet finisers, Chrift died
for ys. v. 8. 'That is the firft branch of his work.
Then cdines the merit of this to us. . Being nou
Fuflified by bis blood, ave fhall be faved from awrath
through bim. ver. 9. Then the fecond branch of
his work. By the obedience of one, that.is,” Chrift,
And then the merit of this in cur behalf. By this
obedience fall many be made rightsous, ver. 19, that
is, as it is exprefled is 'ver.}:’l 7. they _,@a;’f receive
abundance of grace, and of the gifp of righteoufnels,
and fo reig:{ ii life by ms{ Fefus Cbrz_'ﬂ.—Pr_aé i{uj
grace and wifdom to.underftand rightly.this- great
P,oint',,af' Chrift’s two-fold work and merits for, in
it are contained the very grounds and mercies of

the gofpel. . (e
the golpe CHAP,
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"CHAP. IX.
O the Law of God. -

OU may, by Ged’s help, apprehend the im-
portance of the laft chapter better, if, myr

dear child, you obtain a right notion. of the law of
God. I mean, the moral law; that which refpeéts
our life and condu&t, given in ten commandments.
See it in Exod. xx. -

"'This law was given, as a copy of God’s holy
will, and as a perfect rule of man’s obedience and
duty. ' - ,

Kconﬁﬁs of two tables. - The firft relates to our
duty towards God ; the fecond towards our neigh-
bour. The firft table contains one general com-
mandment in four branches or parts; and the fe-
cond table one other general commandment .in fix
parts. Our Saviour {ums them up in a few words..
Thou fbalt fove ({fays Chrift) zhe Lord thy. God awith
all thy beart, - and awith- all thy _foul, and-all thy mind.
This is the FARST and great commandment.. And the
SECOND is like unto ity Thou fbalt love thy neighbour
as thyfelf. On thefe tawo commandments hang. (or de-
pend) all the law and the propbers. Mat, xxii.
37740 o .

Njw fince-'the fall of man, nobody but:Chrift
hath been able to come up to this perfeft rule of
duty. Al bave finned and come fhart of the glry of
that truth, which is in the law.. T'his i3 pure and
holy, ard juft and good; but human: nature is far .
otherwife.. ‘There is not one commandment, but
which every man hath broken. There is not one,
but which, through infirmity, he may continue to
break, and break in the ‘worft manner and openly
teo, .if God’s grace and providence do not hejp
him, as long as he lives. All is right.on God’s
part’;. but all is wrong on our’s. - 'If
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If this be the confequence of man’s fal/, remem-
ber, that it is not poflible for him to claim any
thing of God for breaking his holy law, under
which he-was created, and to which he was or-
dained to yield 2 true and unremitting obedience.
But, on the other hand, God hath reafon to claim
a jufy punifhment of man for the violation of it,
‘And Ahe hath declared that he will claim it, unlefs
he finds a ranfom. He will &y no means [pare the
grilty, for he.cannot eyen bear to look upon ini-
quity. And there is none, who can give this ran-
fom, and . take away this iniquity, and beftow a
rightconfnefs which can anfwer what this holy law
requires, but Chriit. You fee, .then, the import-
ance of what I mentioned concerning him,. in the
Iaft chapter. ' |
I fhould al{o tell you, that the law of God reach-
eth to the thoughts and intents of the beart, and cone
gdemneth ‘all the evil in thefe, as well as all out-
ward tranfgreffions. In fact, thefe thoughts are the
feeds.and principles of thofe tranfgreffions. .They
fhew the corruption and depravity of the. heart
which produces them; and if they do not fpring
forth into atl, it is only by God’s providence or
mercy preventing thems 'The law, then, fince the
fall, is a.preacher of God’s righteoufnefs, and. of
man’s fin and contrariety to it, We fhall have oc-
cafion to fpeak mare particularly concerning God’s
holy law in the third part of thefe difcourfes.

- Qur Lord ufesa fentence, which gives us the rea-
{on of all that1s in the Bible, though that fentence
has been often much mifunderftood. On zhefe tave
commandments bang all the law and the prophers. By
the /gqw, he.means the books of Mofes, which con-
" tain not only the moral, but another kind of law,
the, ceremonial, confifting of ordinances for the
| - Jewih

Tad
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Jewith nation; and, by thejpropFers, he refesred to
the reft of the fcriptures in the Old Teltament, We
thall have occafion to treat of thefe hercafter,

CHAP. X.

O Sacrifices.

HE word of God affures us, that 2be avages of

f7n is death. It is, therefore, becaufe all have
finned, that all die, Sin and death are infeparable,
as caufe and effet. God hath joined thefe two to-
gether; and no mere man ever could or ever can
put them afunder. ‘Fe that throws himfelf from a
precipice or high tower, muft, unlefs he is caught
in the fall, be dafhed in pieces at the bottom.

You and I are finners.. We both deferve to die
for our tranfgreflions by the juft judgment of God.
And though neither of s have rur to exce/s of rivt,
yet both of us have fallen into deep and deplorable
fins, “¢ by thought, word, ard deed, againft the
divine. majefty, provoking moft jultly.his wrath
and indipnation againft-us.”? We ought, In ftri¢t
juftice, then, to'be facrificed; that 13, we deferve
to be accurfed and burned (as the facrifices-were)
by God’s fiery vengeance upon account of our
tranfgreflions; and we muf# thus have been facri-
ficed ourfelves, ifno proper facrifice had been found
to fuffer in cur place and ftead. But God provide
a Lamb, indeed, for a burnt-offering. L
- O whart good news will 1t be, my dear, tous, if .
we are convinced thoroughly of this great truth,
which the love and mercy of God in his holy book
have fet before us! CuarisT, the Lamb of God and
onr Paffover, is facrificed for us. 1 Cor. vi 7. He
bare, as his own LioaDp, our griefs, and carried
away, into forgetfulnefs and remiflion, our forrowws:
He was fiuitten of God for our f{akes, and affifed

in
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in our ftead; for be avas wounded or tormented, as
wedeferved to have been, for our tranfgreffons; he
was Gruifed for our iniguities : The chaflifement of our
peace, the {uffering fignified by all the facrifices in
the law, acas upon bim, and with bis fripes, or firokes
of death, we are bealed. L'be Lord bath laid upon lrins
the iniquities of us all. Ha. Lii. 40,

It was to this great work of Chritt, that the pro-
mile made to our firft parents of the bruifing the
beel, the ceremonial law, and all the prophets, en-
tirely referred. The facrifices, 1n particular, were
appointed by God to his people from the beginning,
as certain and -evident memorials of the Eeath of
Chrift in their ftead : and they were to be in force,
as vifible dire@ions to faith, till his death had ful-
filled their defigns; (oon after which they wholly
ceafed. As Abel, Noab, Abrakam, and -all the
faithful before Chrift, from age to age, offered up
the appointed facrifices in this view, as a remem-
beriag {acrament of their trut and comfidence in
the Mefliah, who was to come and {uffer for thems
{o all the faithful, fince his coming, have teftified
their hope and dependance upon him in the gordi-
nance of bread and wine, which he commanded,
anha more proper memorial now, inftead of the
other, " -

If you confider the facrifices, the {acrifice of the
paflover for inftance, which includes all thereft (for
the others were only diverfified to thew- forth in
various lights the feveral parts of the famething),
you will perceive, that there was the /fkfzring and
-death of one offered t0 God INSTEAD OF ANOTHER.
‘See alfo Gen. axii. 13. This was called an atore-
ment, a propitiation, or covering, for tran{greflion
and fin.. When the man brought the vi&im before .
the Lord, he put his hand upon it, and confefled,
that he deferved to die moft juitly ; but pray[fsl
f that
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that this might be zceepted, according to God®s
ordinance, in his room. And {o, for Chrift’s fake,
and through faith in him, this vifible and ftanding
memorial of Chrift’s fufferings, and the finner’s de-
ferts, was accepted, and the finner pardoned, The
pardon came, not for the fake of the facrifice (for
the blood of a beaft could not take away fin), but,
for the fake of what the facrifice reprefented, a
bleeding, and a dyimg Saviour. It is in this
view, that Chnft.is called a Lamb, the Lamb of
God taking away fins, the Lamb flain from before
the foundation :if -the aorld; becaufe he was ap.
-pointed of God, upon the forefight of man’s fin,
from' all eternity, to fet forth the divine juftice
againft evil, and the divine mercy towards his peo-
ple; to offer himfelf without {pot, and to take away
Jin by the facrifice of himfelf. So that now, who-
foever cometh to Geod in faith of this facrifice, and
pleadeth the fatisfa&ion which’ Chirift hath made,
God is faithful and juf to fr'gffﬂa birn bis fins, and
20 cleanfe bim from all unrighteoufnefs.

You fee, that the old fzints under the law had
not a different religion from our’s, though they
had different methods given them of fetting it forth,
which were proper for them, becaufe they lived
before the accomplifiment of God’s promife in
Chrift. Nor is our religion, confequently, a meaw
.one, coined by Chrift and his apoftles in contradic-
tion to the other, as many have very ignorantly
thought, but the very fame in another form, and
. varied only becaufe of the difference in refpeét of

time. Welive afzer Chrift, and therefore our in-
ftitutions and ordinances fhew him as afready come :
‘They lived &e¢fore Chrift, and therefore their rites
-and ceremonies pointed out, who he was to be, and

what he was to do, and their bope in him as the
SAVIOUr Lo comne hereafter.

I have
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I have dwelt the longer upeon this head, becaufe
there are people,. rifen up within an age or two,
who havt prefumed to deny this dotrine of assre-
ment by Jefus Chrift. But they do net confider,
what a ftrange book they make of the Bible, which
is more full’ of "this, thah of any other matter
throughout; becaufe all our falvation depends upon
it. With what eyes can they read the account of our
Saviour’s journey'to Emmaus, in Luke xxiv. where
he {aid to his dciples, Ought not Chrifl ro save fuf-
Sfered thefe things, and to enter inte bis glory? How
ought he tq fuffer ? Was he not -pure, holy, harm-
lets, undefiled, and feparate from finners?” Why
then did he deferve to {uffer?: How did he oszve this
fuffering to God? In no othef poflible way, forno
other poflible or confiftent reafon, but in our place
and in our ftead. He firft took upon himfelf our
fins; and then the vengeance, due to them, follow-
ed, as it did, of courfe. ‘The Lord /aid belp upon
one that is mighty, when he laid firlt our fins and then
the government of our:falvation upon Chrift, who
was the true Scape-goat, or. (what the Hebrew word
fignifies) the frong-one to go off, and who, as God
and man in one perfon, was able to bear, and bear
away for ever,all ouriniquities; and thus be_fnifbed
the tranfgreffion, and made an end of fin, and nwade
reconcikiation for éniguity, and brought in everlafling
righteoufnefs; as the prophet- Daniel had.fpoken of
him, above five hundred years before he came into
the world. Dan. ix. 24. 'The very terms ranfone;
redemption by the blood, reconciliation bythe death,. of
Chrift, and the like, all fignify (or -they ﬁgnig
nothing) this very great and faving truth, whi
can be denied only at any time but by :thofe, 2zvZe
(as our Lord {peaks) &noww not the feriptures, northe
2ower of God. ‘

o C}-IAP.*
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CHAP. Xl

On fime remarkable Ordinances in the jewifb
Clurch, -

VER and above the great do&rine of atone-
ment or f{acrifice, the antient believers be-
fore Chrift had feveral ordinances appointed by
Gad, as types, or refembling fhadows, of many
oreat truths; which were THE GospeL to them,
as the fame truths in plain words are now the goi-
pel to us. The word gaofpel is taken from our Saxon
forefathers, and means good newws, or glad tidings.
I will fele& a few of the plaineft of thefe typifying
ordinances, and will endeavour to fhew you the
meaning of them, that you may not be wholly 1g-
norant, as too many are, of the great defizn and
glory of the Old Teftament, which, {o far from
being deftroyed, is only confirmed in its fubftance
by the New. Indeed, neither of them could be
triee, unlefs Jork were true: they mutually fupport
and teftify of each other. |
"The ark of the covenant was the chief objeét in
all the Jewifh inftitutions, and fignifies the ftate of
God’s church brought into union with Chrift in
the Aolief? of afl, that is, in glory. But, as this
contains fome particulars of a very fublime and
heavenly nature; I will pafs on to another circum-
flance; and the rather as I have endeavoured to
explain this matter elfewhere, which you may have
opportunity to read hereafter.® :
- "The altar of incenfe, defcribed in Exod. xxx.1s -
the next remarkable thing in the Jewifh worfhip
- of Gaod. It was covered with pure gold, and was
placed the neareft of the facred utenfils to the fvs

~® See Hiree Selitaries Vol. 1. p. 362, 2d edit.

oy
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liof} of all. Inccnfe was to be offered or fumned
upon it every morning and evening ; and an atone-
ment was to be ntade upon if, once in a year, by
tcuching the Airzy of this altar with the blood of
the fin-piferipg, prefented on'the great day of atones
ment. ''his altar reprefents Chrift the holy One, asa
the Mediator of kis people. The ingenfe reprefents
hum and bis merits, as bruifed for our iniguities (for
the ingenfe,.a3 well: as the manne, another figure
ot -Chyfl, .was o, be-bruied, before it was prelént-
ed; - Lev. xvi., 12), andoffered up, with the prayers
of-hig people, for theit parden and juftification be-
fure. God. . 'This was dane twige, -that is, once:.in
the morning and ojice in the:afternoon. of the fame
day, to teach us, both that believers fefare and
afier Chrift, and alfp, that every. believer early and
/atey thould, approacly. by faith and prayer untar
God, pleading- the merits of a hruifed and fuffer-
ing Saviqur in his; bebalf, . The high-prict alone -
~touched; this altar with the blood, of atonement
oncein a, year, as a memorial, that once, .in: the
- lulnefs of time, the Meffiah, the true, High-Priefh
of our profeflion, would appear #o tate away fins by
the facrifice of himfelf, ao!ld-?; that onc gffering,. omce
oftered ‘and applied, would: perfe@ for ever ihemthat.
are_fanddified. : L.
‘Ihe table of fhew-bread, the form of which ig
defcribed in fxod, xxy. 23. reprefented’ Chrifk: t4a
Bread of life, as-the qnly {piritual food. of -his.peq:
ple, by which they were nourifhed. unto, life ‘etary:
nal. 'There were twelve loaves fox the twelve,
trihes of Ifrael, tq thew, that every one of his peq-:
iglgtg;guld bave their portian from . Chnft in .due
- A6 ... . - - v ol
- . “The golden -candlefick denoted Chrilk the Light of
lifes by wham:. they were to {ee fiirituaﬂy the.things'
of Gdd. - -He is the only true. light -of believers,.

and
b |



ad through him alone dhcy obiain the kuowledge
f God and themfelves,

Thefe three laft utenfils, namely, the golden al-
tar, thetable, and the candleffick, with their furni-
ture, were the only things that were in the Aoly
place of the tabernacle. ‘The ark was in the moff
#oly place, - which was feparated from the other by
a wail. This tabernacle, or tent, was God’s ap-
pointed /znfZuary, where his immediate prefence,
as Father, Son, and Spirit, or God in covenant
for poor finners, would dwell for a time, in order
to lead up our thoughts to him, as our hope and
our portion for ever. The bolsef part of it, where
the ark was, reprefented the heavens. 'The wasl
(as we are told by an apoftle) betokened t5e fle/o or
human nature of Chrift,- which would be rent or

. fuffer death, to open through it the gate of ever-
laiting -life to all believers: Accordingly, when
Chrift gave up the ghoft, the vail of the temple
was rent in twain, in order to fignify this import-
ant truth. 'The Aoly part, where the other-three
utenfils ftood, fignified the church of Chrift'in this
world, or the ftate of grace into which believers
enter ammediately even here, as pardoned, accepted,-

feds and enlightened by him.
. My dear child, meditate upon thefe things:
They are full of divine {weetnefsand truth. They
greach. the gofpel, in figure and in type indeed ;-
ut they- preach it, loudly and wifely. Thefe,
and the other parts of the facred ordinances, God -
commanded his people to lay up in thesr beart.
Zbox: fhalt teach them ({aid he) diligently to thy chil-
dren, and fhalt talk ef thems when thou fitteft in thine
houfe, and avben thou <walke} by the avay, and-awbexn.
thou lieft dowrn, and awben thou rifeff up, Deut. vi.-7..
They were not to teach the dry forms.only,. but-
thear inward and myiterious fenfe, the mercy -ﬂwx;m
- . y
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Ly them, and the grace interded through tnem.
And thefe are {ubjeéts for our contemplation, as
well as their’s.. The difficulties are as {o many
fpiritual parables to exercife our minds ; and the
difcovery of truth under them 1s to employ and to
prove our faith. Through grace, the way of this
ftudy will, as you gao along, be more {fmooth and
delightful, even to the gates of heaven. This is
the key of knowledpe (as our Lord terms 1t) which
opens the paflage to them. The words of divine
wifdom fhall be found rrAIN 20 bim that under-
fandeth, and R1GHT to them that find knowledge.
Prov. viii. g. - To all others they are dark, and
doubtful, and cold, and incomprehenfible.

CHAP XIL ' .
Otber Ordinances of tie Law.

F the books of Exodus and Lewiticus were duly
underftood, the New Teftament itfelf could
not be fo much miftaken as it frequently is. .When
men know not rbe _form of knowledge and of the truth
in the law, they cannot apprehend the analogy,
or proportion, or agreement of faith, which runs’
through the whole Bible ;'and therefore are apt.
to fuppofe, that {fome parts are at variance with
others, not fufpe@ing the infirmity or weaknefs of
right apprehenfion to be entirely in themfelves.
My dear child, pray to God for inftruétion. T will”
lead you by the hand, as wellas, I can; but it is
God, who muft give you light to clear up his own
truths, which are indeed felf-evident when rightly
known; and itis God, who muft give you fpiritaal”
eyesto ufe the light which he hath promifed.. Ican
only help you, at the moft but a little, by my words.
and my prayers; and this, I traft, I fhall not fail
to do while I am with you ; but he alone can teach
S D | T yom
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-ou thercugzhiy in deed ana in truth. You will
zind him, Ihope, a father and a friend to blefs and
inftruct you, when my f{pirit ic 9ed far away from
the earth, and my body is laid in the cold and
filent grave. I fhall foon be gathered to my fathers
~—the fathers, who had like precious faith before
ine ;- May the God of all mercy, in his own due
time, gather you,- and all my children, after me,
to the fame general affembly of the firft-born, awhofe
names are. written in beaven !

The perion of the Aigh-prie/f eminently figured
the mediation of Chrift. The office of priefibood
fignified a benevolent fltanding Between God and
man, who were at variance through fin, in order
to reconcile both; by offering to God what was
due to his law and juftice, and by giving to man in
return the requifite mercy, pardon, juftification, and
blefling: ‘The high-prieft under the law was to be
without blemith, perfe€t, and in particular circum-
{tances of holinefs above all other men. So Chrift,
the true High-Prieft, was boly, barmlefs, and feparate
from finners. In bim was no fin, neither awwas guile
Jfeund in bis mouth. Xle was «without [pot, and, in
fhort, a {fummary of all perfettion. Such a high-
ptieft became us, who could thus approach unto
God, and who alone could (as the prophet {peaks)
engage or pledge, or mingle, his very beart in ap~’
prodching for us. Jer.xxx. zi. 'The high-prieft
under the law offered an atonement, once in the
year, and prefented it'in the moft holy place. The
apoftle fhews, that this fignified the perfe&t atone-
mentof Chrift, who made a full reconciliation for
believers, by offering his own blpod or life, once
for ever, hefore the Majefty on high. ‘The high-
prieft alfo, when he had ended this folemn work,
came forth and bleffed the people, from the holy
~Trinity, repeating the name Febowab three 'til'nr::a::'iJ

. an
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and at each time mentioning refpeétively the office
of each of the divine perfons. Numb. vi. 24. So
Chrilt, having finifbed the work of falvation, blefles
his redeemed indeed with the love, grace, and
communion of Father, Son, aad Holy Ghoft, 7a%-
ing themt to knoww the name Febovab by putting it
upornr thems, that is, by giving the life of God unto
them, by which they live for.ever. Ina word, all
the drefs, and holy duties, of the high-prieft under-
the law, do fet forth in a type or figure the various
circamftances of Chrift’s mediation and love to his
people. I thould be glad to fpeak more at large
upon this interefting fubje&t; but the intended
brevity of thefe papers (not to mention the extent’
and depth of the {fubjelt,). mult for the prefent
reftrain me. - |
The altar of burnt-offering, the laver, the va-
rious facrifices, the order of offering thofe facrifices, -
the time, the place, 'and all other ceremonies, had
particular fenfes and defigns, and were intended to
exprefs, by their feveral parts, what Chrift is ta-
us 1n one altogether.  And thefe diftinét and feve-
ral ordinances were fo appointed, becaufe it was
neceffary for the humanmind toconfider feparately,
and one after another, thofe manifold mercies of -
God in Chrift, -which it could not comprehend fo
clearly and ftrongly, in one view, asa whole. Ouar’
bodily eye can f{ee but little more than one point
in one inftant; we can furvey together but a very
{mall part of a globe or ball: And our mind’s eye,
or underftanding, refpefting divine or mental’
things, can properly view orapprehend but ofie at’
a'time. Itis by thé knowledge of parts, and then
by combining or putting thofe parts togethdr, that
we mult rife to the knowledge of the whole. |

D 2 CHAP.
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CHAP. XIII.

- Du Gob’s dppointment of the Jewifh Nation tobe bis
Pﬁ'ﬂP[ﬂ#

GOD was pleafed to raife up the Jewifh people
for a leffon to mankind.

He chofe them of his own will, and fer bis love
upon them 5 not becaufe of their number, for they
auere the feweft of all people s not for their righteons-
nefs, for they aere a fliff-necked people ; not for their
honour or wealth, for they were bondmen, or flaves
in_Egypz. Hechofe them for aleflon of his grace
to his true and {piritual people, who fhould come
after to the end of the world, They were indeed
a “¢ prophetical nation,”>—a people, whofe hiftory,
whofe laws, whofe peculiar circumftances, were
types or refemblances of things to come,and there-
fore were practical prophecies of them. .

The Ifraelites were in Egypt, the houfe of bond-
age, under a- cruel prince. By the hand of an
old and friendlefs man, Mofs, God vifited them
there. He delivered them with a mighty hand, and
deftroyed their foes, who opprefled them. By the
fign of 2 lamb flain, eaten, and his blood fprinkled,
he brought them forth awith gladnefs. " Thus that,
which helped thefe, was to the other an occafion
of falling. He carried them through the Red fea
into the wildernefs, baptizing them (as the apoftle
fpeaks) iz it ; and through the wildernefs for forty
years be gawe them manna, or bread from hbeaven,
which was a facrament to them of that f{piritual
bread Chriff, by whom alone men can live unto
God. Finally, he brought them through fordan
into Canaan, the promiled land and inheritance,
manifefting his prefence all the way, by the pil-
lar of a cloud, which fpread itfelf over tl:ier? tz

- ' cien
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defend them from heat by day, and appeared in the
night like fire to enlighten and to guide their joar-
ney. Plalm cv. 39.

Al this is a firiking fimilitude of the Chriltian
pilgrimage through the world. We are by nature
in lin, and, through fin, 1n bondage to Satan. God
delivers us by a Saviour, who, in his outward form,
. had nothing to. invite the fenfes, or to gain the ap-
planfe of mcen. He was {o poor, that he had not
where to lay his head, in 2 world which owed its all
to his bounty. By his death, as a lamb. {luin ac-
cording to the ordinance of Gud, we obtain deli-
verance 3 and, by the application of his blood to
our fouls, we begin to move towards heaven. This
blood alfo preferves us from death, and hell, and
the deftroyer. We are bapuzed into Chrift, and

ut on Chrift. He feeds us with the banner of his
ove, he guides us by the light of his grace, he
{creens us from the heat of trials, he preferves us
through all the way, and fights for us in all the
warfare. He carries us fafely, at laft, through the
river of death, and brings us with joy to his holy
habitation. See Ifa. iv.2~—6. And thus (as it was
declared in prophecy), according to the days (or
munner} of lirael’s coming -out of Egypt, hath the
Lord frewan unto his people marwellous (or fecret and
fpiritual) things. Mic. vit. 15,

What a lively picture is here ? Does not the figure
- in the glafs anfwer to the figure out of it? 1Is not
‘the fhadow, though it be not fo bright, exa(tly like
the fubftance which caufed 1t ?

Thus learn to read, my child, the word of God.
It {peaks by words and by deeds. It is a book of
truth and facts for ages, and not for a feafon only.
It belongs to the people of God ; it fuits them iIn
all places and times; it is their common ftock or
provifion ; and the more they ufe it and know it,

D 3 the
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the wifer and ftronger they grow. To give a dry
hifiory of the Fewvs, hite the hiftory of the Greeks
and Romans, a5 a nation who once lived and flou-
rithed, and are now difperfed, would be but of
Iittle account to you, or me, or the church of God.
It might give, indeed, a curious amufement to the
mind, but could not reach forward to promote our
hopes and lafting welfare. But 1o read this hiftory
as a leflon of grace, as a proof of grace, as an af-
fair in which God manifeltsd himfZIf for the com-
man f{alvation, which fhould go forward by the
very means related of it, and as a bufinefls, which,
if it could have been defeated, or had not been fo
ordered, would have prevented all expeétation of
eternal happinefs; this is trauly interefting to us in
every moment of our lives, this is of the vtmoft
importance to confider-deeply and continually. I
pray God, that you may endeavour to underftand
thefe things, ang that you may know what a fund
of Dleflings 1s revealed 1n the holy {criptures, and
‘what a fhare you are privileged to have of them,
through faith, for yourfeif. This knowledge will
give you a folidity of mind and a peace of heart,
which, through the grace of him who beftows
them, will preferve you from a thoufand dangerous
errors, and deliver you from the abundance of thofe
{fins, to which raw and unprincipled youths are con-
tinually expofed. My heart is too much concerned
to wifh you lefs mergies than thefe; and when you
know them, you will not be able eafily to afk
greater for yourfelf. God enable my child both to
{eck and to find them!

| N—
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CHAP., XlV.

Zhe Proplets teftified of Cawisyt, and of Redemption
by bim.

TH B teftimony of JEsus is the fpirit of prophecy.
The law prophefied (Matt. xi. 13.) concern-
ing Chrit, as we have feen; and {fodid ¢be boly men
of God, trom age to age, who fJpake as they avere
.moved Oy the f!a%a Gheff. Their pregbecy came not by
the awill of man, but it was Govo, who, ar findry
times, and in divers manners, or figures, [pake in time
pafk unto the fathers by the propbets. The Lord God
wvill do nothing, but he rewealeth his fecrers unto bis
Servants the prophets. Amos iil. 7. By the feriptare;
of thefe prophets, the myflery, kept fecrer (or in filence)
Jrom the eternal ages, is now made manifefi—for the
obedience of faith. Rori, xvi. 25, 26. 1 Cor. vi. 7.
And thefe prophets inquired and fearched diligently
concerning Jalvation: fearching allo, avhat, or what
manner of timey the SPir1T OF CHRIST 2wbicth avas
in them did fignify, when it teftified before-band the
Sofferings of Chriff, and the glory that fhould follarv.
3 Pet. 1. 10, 11. -

‘The Spirit of Chrift' did teftify to Abrabam, in
the' whole bufinefs of the offering up his Son, thag
tbus it beboved Chrift himfelf o fiffer indeed, the juff
for the unjuff, to bring us unto Gody and accordingly
the patriarch, by faiih, called the name of the place
Febowak-firebs that is (in this mount, or place),
Febovah fpall fee, orbe feen. Gen. xx1i. Chtift ap-
peared on that very {por (for there the temple aftes.
wards flood), and called the place and the houfe 4/
cwrr. Matt. xxi. 13. |

‘facob prophefied, that the Jews fhould wnot be
removed-from their rank among the nations, till
SAilek, that 1s, Chrift, fhould come. Gen. xlix, 10,
S D4 Accordingly,
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Accordingly, not till about forty years aiter tne
afcenfion of Chrift, the Romans entirely took away
their place and nation. ‘

The whole almoft of Fofph’s hlﬁory 15 & pro-
phetic parable concerning Curift, which I [huuld
be glad to draw out at length before you, if I had
room. I can, however, refer you with pleafure to
aun cxcellent ftatement of this hiftory and its fublime
{enfe, drawn by the excellent pen of the amiable
M. Rollin, in vol. 111, of his Belles Letzress a work
with which I have already promifed to treat you.

‘The writings of Mofes are full of Chrift. John
i. 45. The &:.:.vmur 1s the objelt of his worfhip
aud of his hope, in all the rites and ceremonies, in
all the hiftory and tranfaiions of his time, It
would be too much in this place, to recite the mul-
titude of teftimonies: 1 have mentioned fome in
the four preceding chapters. ‘T'he whole law, de-
livered by him, 1s a confirmation and defcrlpuon of
that great falvationand the Author of it, which had
been revealed and promifed from the beginning.
. Chrift is che very life and foul of all his inftitutions.
‘Withont him, even in the notion, they dwindle
into a {olemn fet of ufelefs and trifling, and, there-
fore, filly and ftrange obfervances.

Fefus Chriff was revealed alfo to the other pro-
-phets; and chey fpake of bim, even as the Spirit gave
-them utrerance. 'Lhus they foretold, that he was—
.to defcend from Dawid. Pfalm cxxxii. 11. Ifa.
xi. 1. Jer. xxiil. 5, 6. xxxiii. 15.—1t0 be Gop
W1TH Us, or God manifefl in the fisfb. lfa. vii. 140
with 1 Tim. iii. x6. John i. 14. Jer. xxiii. 6.—
to be born in Betblehem : Mic. v. 2.—to be bornof
2 wirgin: Ia. vil, 14.—to live in poverty and forrow.
Zecch. ix. g. Ha.liil.—to work miracles : Ia.xxxv.
4, &c. xli. 6, 7. Ezek. xxxiv. 16.—to be sa/d for

the price of a flave: Zech. xi. 12, 13.—to fuffer for
fin:
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(e Plalm xxii. 16, 27,18, 30. Ifa.liii. io, 11, 12,
with Aéls 1iii. 17.~—at an exprefs sime: Dan. 1x.
24. Hag. iii. 6~~g.—~t0 »ifz again:> Plalin xvi. 10.
Hofl. vi. z.~—to afcend to beaven : Plalm Ixviii. 18.
cx.——to reign God over all, bleffed for ever. Ifa.
ix. 6, 7. Plalm Ixxxix. 2z7. 2z Sam. vil. 12, &c.
compared with Heb. i. 5. Dan.vii. 1 4¢.—All which
(and much more) was really and fully accomplithed,
as you may read in the New Teftament. ‘
‘There are many prophecies alfo. in the Bible
(but I have not room to cite them and their accom-
plithments here), which relate to particular perfons
and events; one efpecially I may, however, men-
tion, the fulfilment of which you may fee every
day with your own eyes;. I mean. the difperfion of
the Jews, who are no fettled people,. yet a diftinct
people; who are every where, but as a.nation found
no where; living by themfelves, and yetamongftall
men ;- contrary to every other people in the hiftory:
of mankind, but entirely agreeable to the long-
threatened -and fore-appointed judgment of God.
See Lev. xxvi. 32, 33. 44. Deut. xxviil. 64, &c.
Hof. ix, 17. viii. 8. From thele prophecies you
ought to gather, that as God foreknows all things,
fo hs providence and. power rule aver all, even the
{malleft affairs.. It 1s he who prefcribes the order
of men?’s times, and the bounds of their habitation.
I wifh you to remark, what a noble and unan-
{werable proof the prophecies give us of the truth
of our holy religion. It is barely poflible, though
extremely unlikely, thatour fenfes-may be-deceived
under the appearance of a2 miracle; but prophecies,
given forth concerning perfons and things, many:
ages before the perfons lived or the things came to
pafs, allow of no fort af deception, but demonftrate
(being, as the apoftle terms it, @ smore fure avard),
that the fore-knowing wildom of God muft be in

D the
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ehe cafe. 1f his wifdom, then his power; and if
both thefe, then his faithfulnefs in the truth ot
what is pait, and the certainty of fulfilment refpeét-
ing whatever is decreed to come., The predittions
of the Bible are not like the ridiculous prophecy of
Tirefias, <« What I foretel (fays he) fhall either be
" or not be:*’" but they are a/l Yea, and all Amen, in
Chrift Fefuss that i1s, abfolutely certain, without a
negation, or denial, and invariably true, beyond
the poffibility of failure.

What a blefled {cope is here for our beft and
higheft thoughts! Ponder upon thefe things more
and more. The older and wifer you grow, through
grace, they will be the more delightfal’ to you
“They will tend to fettle your principles, and: to fup-
prefs infidelity, and to comfort your heart, and to
mend your life, all the way to heaven.

CHAP, XV.

Zbe Declaration of the Nexw Zeflament concerning
CHRIST.

¥ T is almoft unneceflary to fay, that the New
-8 Teftament {ets forth the Lord Jefus Chnift ; be-
caufe he that runs may read his holy name and deeds
m every page of it. Butit may, however, be pro-
per to oblerve, how exa@tly it correfponds with
the Old Teftament, making all 7its evidence com-
- plete and perfelt, and thereby affording a proof
concerning the truth of 1ts own. The Old.Teftament
implies and contains the New ; and the New is but
the explanation and confirmation of the Old: both
are the work and the wifdom of God. It appears
abfolutely impoflible, that men, living in very re-
mote and different ages from each other, and all of
them long before'a certain fet of faéts which were
to be accomplithed by one perfon, and‘in a fhort

{pace
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{pace of time, and each of them commitiing theif
teftimonies to writing, which teftimonies were
carefully preferved and known by a whole nation
from one generation to another, Wwithout any alter-
ation of them; I fay it is impoffible, that men, {o
circumftanced, could agree in the invention of a
falthood of {uch vift importance, and of an
importance, too, not merely to fome low, bale,
and temporal. interefts, but to the fpiritual and
everlafling concerns of their fouls. . Buot, even
fuppofing for a moment all. this poffible, yet it
would have been abfulately impoflible for' any
marn,. poor, fufpedted, defpifed, and unfupported in
the world). as our Saviour was, ta have brought all
théfe . teftimonies of ages, and all_the ddily rités
and fervices of the Jewifh church from age to age,
into one perfe& point of concord witly himfelf, and
with- his own aéts and dofrines ; if he had ngt been
indeed a perfon more than humman, or rather (as the
'fcrijtuw'expreffes it). if he had not been rhe Som of
.God awith ppwer. Nay,withina little timeafter Chyifd,
in order to thew that hewas imdeed-the true Meflialt,
ptovidence foordered every thing, by the deftruction
of Jerufalem, of the priefthood among the Jews, and
of all theis accounes of families; that now. there can
be no proof of any other; nor any poflible rcfump-
tion of' the Levitical fervices as tley ftood before,
-and. as they were requiréd by the'law, The Jeiws
rejefted Chrift according to what was foratold cok-
-cerning .them; and it was equally foretold,” that
chey, therefore, would be ré¢jeéted of 'GotiEveddy

*

generation finee Chrift has Bedw at witniefs: of" ¢he
cruth”. of this prophecy, which: remainy av this day
in: fall force. Thus - hatlt God dea) t wigh-hisanei-
ent people for theit bard. and fmnpinitént Yenrti ad
thus:will he continue to deal with theily; 4s F:tefi-
moay for. Chrifty, which. contrary to--thoit: dWn

D6 Views
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riews and defigns, they are obliged to olve, mme//
the fulluefs of the Gentiles be come in. Al nations (it is
faid) fball do him ferwice: And, therefore, it may
well be believed, that if any nation, under the pre-
tended light of a falfe and vile philofophy, the
work of the devil upon the corrupt reafon of man,
fhall renounce the rule and teftimony of Chrift,
which 1t hath once received, I fay, it may well be
believed, that God will confider fuch a revolt as a
yebellion againft himfelf, and by various judgments
punifh it accordingly. .

Al the prophetsy and the law, prophefied until fobn

the Baptift: That is, their prophecies were in fuf-
pence, not being accomplithed till Febn appeared.
Then the whole {ubftance of them began to be ful-
filled. He was our Lord’s forerunner, or herald,
10 proclaim his approach. Under this charaéter he
was foretold. He was the meffenger before the Lord =
face, to prepare bis nway (Mal. iii. 1.); and his was
" the voice crying in the wildernefs, Prepare ye the
way of Fehowaby that is, Fehovab Fefus, the Lord
the Saviour. Ifa. x1. 3. When he had made- full
proclamation of this great news; having finifhed his
tafk, he went to martyrdom for his mafter, and
paffed on the way before him through the gates of
.death to life eternal. -

Atlength, 71 the fu”rzg@ of time, 1n the time oOp-

dained from. the begioning by Geod, Chrift came:
and fummmed up all the law and all the prophets, by
_doing and fuffering whatever was foretold by them,
-that he fhould fuffer dnd do. - To their teftimany he
conftantly referred, and, upon one remarkablée ccca-~
fion, expounded in ALL the feriptures the things come
cerning bimfelf. Luke xxiv. 25—-27, His apoitles fol-
lowed his rule ftritly ; for they affirmed, or one of
.them for all the reft, that they /zid NONE OTHER

THINGS than thofe awhich the prophets and Mofes did
- | Jay
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Sfay fhould comes; namely, that Chrif? fboxld fiuffer, and
that be fhould be the firft that fhould rife from the dead,
and fbould [bexw light uuto the people, and to the Gen-
tiles. Alts xxvi. 225 23 -

You have read in the gofpels his blefled hiftory.
They fhew his birth; his genealogy or kindred at-
ter the flefh (which was.to be from Dawid) ; his de-
fcent into Egypr s the teftimony of the Father and
Holy Spirit to him, at his baptifm, when he began
his office ; his temptatipns by Satans his fermonsand
parables; the calling of his apoftles ; his miracles,
or wonderful works, fuch as never were feen before,
but all foretold to be done by him ;. his transfigura-
tion; his: prophecies concerning the Jews and Je-
rufalem, which were all fulfilled ; the oppofition he
met with, as the fcripture had forefhéwn'; his con-
ftant humiliation and {orraws ;. the bafe falthood of
Fudas to him, which was alfo-prophefied#; his
-delivery to the Gentiles, that is, to.the Romans
under Pontius Pilate; his rejeftion by the Jews ;. his
fufferings of contempt, {pitting, and mockery';. his
fhameful death upon the crofs; his-burial; his Te-
furre@tion on the third day, his, frequent appear-
.ances. to his difciples; his afcenfion after forty days
to heaven; his promife of the Holy Spirit té his
apoftles, &c,—all which came to pafs, as prediét-
.ed and forefhewn by patriarchs, by the rxites qf the
law, by the writings of the prophets, and by, him-
-felfy. with fuch a concord and meeting of. all'cir-
.cumftances, as never were feen in the cale of.any

L

perfon before, and could not have been:feen.in. his,

-, ™ See Pfalm cix. and Ixix. from ver.-22:to 28. Thepur«
_port of thefe Pfalms has heen moft exceedingly miftaken.
‘They are not imprecations fimply, but folemn propberies, :both
concerning Fudas, and all thofe of the falfe and hypocritical
‘fpirit which he poffeffed. Rightly tranflated and ‘dndérftood,
they contain as great propbetical evidences concexning Chrift and

.¢themifery of his encmies, as any other part of the feriptures.

if
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2{ he bad noi Deen. that very Mellich, that very
Land of God, withour blemifh and withont fpot, awhs

werily was fore-ordatned before the foundation of the

aveild, to be the propitiation of his people.—In
anec word, he fulflled arLL THINGS, which avere

auritten in the law of Muyfes, and in the prophuts, and
21z the Pfalms, concerning him. Luke xxiv. 44.

This 1s the Saviour, my dear child, you are called
upon by the feriptures and-by me, to lock. to for
falvation: All L have faid lias been faid with this
view, that, by Gaod’s help, you may know and
underftand the things that belong to your peace:
that you.may fee:the great-means, which God hath

-provided to fecure thofe things: to: you i that:you

may feck and pray for the attainment.of.them ; and,
in.a word, that you may be found. at the laft: a: s7ue
and: ffrcere Curi st ian.. This 1s the higheff of all
chara&ters and titles,.and is the leading name:to.the
rank- and dignity of a king and’ prig®unto God.;
which. titles en{ure with: them @ crowm of 'glory; @
eyl priefboods. arkingdom wwkich canniot be [Fakieny an

-inberilance incorraprible; and undefiled,and thas faders

nug atway. O that yon may’ be fired: with:. an

‘heavenly: ambition. (o attain this mark asd< prize of
-w chriftian®s bigh-calling, this:trae recomperce. oF the
-yeaward, -and:noét be put: off, as your anly. portion,

witlo the:pooy dnd .unfatisfying: things ofc thie: pe-

riffiing wordddl -

Ji have not yet:faid any: thing fal;ticuhrly of the

apofifes-and theiz: teftiavony concersing: Jefus,: aud

concerning: our {filvation.by hinvy becaufe;. when
they properly began their miniftry (which was on

-the'day of Pentecofty, thedifpenfatwniofitic HoLy
-SwiniT commerced’ in full difcovery; of «vlvmi,

L thd{'c hnef dicourfes..

and of his glorious pbivzr-iﬂxniﬁp]%ﬁiﬁ:ﬁﬁ work
of.falvation, I purpofe to.treat in-the. third:part:of

THE
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CHRISTIAN PARENT,
PART IIIL

CHAP. L
~ On the Neceflity of Grace..

MY DEAR CHILD, .

HAVE been endeavouring to lay before .you
I fome hints, . which relate to things of the greateft
importance in the world ; and I hope you will be
able to apprehend, upon the firft reading, many of
them. But if you cannot clearly underftand the
whole, do not be difconraged. Atk for:-an:explas
nation of any thinﬁ‘,. difficuit to you, from me, ot
from any of yourfriends.’ I truft, we fhall all.be
happy to aflift you, fo far as we are able. I-fa
{o far as-we are able, for we cannot give you-t&
full and beft fenfe of them, nor can you- obsain it
by yourfelf; it 15 the gift, and therefore muft be
from the'goodnefs of God, to you. He commands
you. and-me, however, to afk, to feek, to knock at
the door- of grace; and he has promfed,. that we
.fhall not.aflc 1n:vain: and 1f our defires are {incere;
‘they: are from him, .and. then become earneffs or
pledpes, that he will fully extend his bleffing. [
am pleafed, therefore, whenever I read. it, with
the “little exhortation. put before the Lord’s: prayer
in the church.catecinim, whicl I wifh-you tonotice
particularly. ¢ My. good child,. koow this;--:imt‘
Qu
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thou art not able to do thefe things of thyfelf,.
nor to walk in the commandments of God and to.
ferve him, without his {pecial grace, which thon
muft learn, at all times, to call.for by diligent
prayer.” ‘The fpecial grace of God is the gift and.
worlc of his HovLy Seir1T within the foul; and,
if not ufually obtained in the way of prayer, 1s at
leaft moft certainly followed up with a praying
heart, I will, therefore, confider as briefly as pol-
fible, the nacure and office of this diwvine Perfon in
the great bufinefs of our falvation: And may he
enable you to read and underftand t

CHAP. II.
On.tbe HoLy GHosT, or SPIRIT..

THE word Ghof.is an old Englifh word;, and
means Spiriz. = We have, in the firft part,
mentioned, that the oze God, or Jehovah, hath in
himfelf zbree diftin@, though effentially not feparate
or divided, perfons; and that thefe are called in
fcripture, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoff. 'We havealio
confidered the Father, as the Bible confiders him,
under the idea or notion of Creator, and the Son
under.the charater of Redeemery and. now we come,.
thirdly, to fpeak of the Holy Ghoft as Sanétifier:
But though we {peak of this divine Perfon lafi, do.
not mi.&aﬁe him to be inferiorto, or differentin na-
ture from, the other twoj: for (as a very antient
creed fays) in the holy Trinity; ¢ none is before
or after the other; none is greater or lefs than
another ;. but the whole three Perfons: are co-eter-
nal together,, and co-equal.’’ They are “ not one
only Perfon ({ays the church of England very ex-
- ¢ellently in the communion-fervice), but three Pera
fons 1n one fubftance. For that which we believe
of the glory. of. the Father, the fame we believe g_f ~
tac.
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the Son and of the-Holy Ghoit, without any differ-
.ence or inequality.”> The Spiritis Febovab, that
1s {(as we have before faid), << He that 1s, and
L1vEes eternally, by his own power,”” or a Being
ever felf-exiftent, which means the fame. The
holy {criptures are very clear in this point, and call
him by this very name Jebovab, which cannot be
given to a creature, becaufe the true notion‘of a
creature ¢ is.one who recetves his life or being
from another.”” And all beings muft be creatures,
except One; and that One is God. The Holy
Spirit, therefore, not receiving life, but being L1FE
1T$sELF, or Jeaovagr, which means that very
thing precifely, is true and very God, or a divine
Perfon in the one Godhead. I mention the divi-
nity of the Holy Spirit to you {o exprefsly, that you
may particularly notice it; both becaufe fome un-
ftable men have dared to contradi€t God’s word,
and becaufe his holy and almighty power is the

round-work or foundation of all that remains to
e faid in thefe papers. .

CHAP. Il

The Werk of the HoLy SpIRrIT.

S Creation and Redemption are {pecially afligned
to the Father and the Son, fo San&ification,
that is, the feparating to God from fin, and the
working grace or holinefs in the {ouls of men, 1s
the particular operation of the Holy Ghoft.
‘Lhrough his power, the office. of the Father-in
creation, and of the Son in redemption, .is com-
pleted, by preparing men to anfwer the ends of
both. He blefles the fouls of poor finners, fuch. as
you and I are, with his << fpecial grace,” workin
in them, ¢ that they may have a good will, -an
working with them, when they have it,”” that they
. may

L
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may do that which 1s good and acceptable unto
God. Firft, he convinces them (as our Lord pro-
mifed he would, in John xvi. 9, &¢.) of ff, fhew-
ing theém their utter need of a Saviour, and that
they muft perifh for ever withont one. He does
this, by caufing them to fee, and by making them
feel too, how widely they have departed from
Gdd’s Aaly law 3 how deplorably finful they are in
their .very hearts and natures, as well as in their
words and adtions; how very weak they are alfo of
themf{elves, and how unable to do any thing that
can purchafe the favour of God; how they muit
come only ax poor, wretched, loft, and undone
creaturcs, and implore s free mercy and forgive-
nefs; and. how impoflible it is for thery to be {aved
by any other means or in any other way. He riext
-.convinces them of God’s rightonfiiefe 3 that -God
hath prepared a holy and juft remedy chrough Jefus
Chrity and that, through faith im him, they may
be cleanfed from. their ims by his blood, and be
juftified by his obedience. . Be: gives the grace of
JSaith to their fouls, that they may embrace this trath
and reft upon it,.and thug glorify God by the con-
feflion of a true faith, and by 2 walk agreeable to
it, both in Heart and life. He convinces them,
‘hereby, of judgments becaufe by this Spirit, Satan,
or the evil one, with all his deeds, is condemned
and caft out in themf{elves, and they are enabled
to.difown his {ervice and authority for ever, and
becaufe all wicked men and wicked fpirits flall re-
ceive their final judgment and condemnation from
Chrift in. the latt day, for their oppofition'and de-
{pight to his grace, manifefied by the'Spirit in his
word and in his people.
T'he doing this blefled work of grace in the foul
of any perfon, is what the {cripture calls regenera-
. tiox; which confifts truly of, *¢ 4 death anto fin, and
a new
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a icw cirth uate righteculnels.” It is a deash unto
fiz, becaufeitdelivers the {foul from the love, guilt,
 and dominion of fin; and it is'a new birth unto righ-
teoufnefs, becaufe it brings the fame {oul into 2 new
and {piritual life with God; into new hopes and
cares, and affections, and defires; 1nto new pow-
ers and faculties of ferving God with all holinefs ;
and into a preparation for loving and living with
him for ¢ver in glory. There ¢can be no holinefs
without this regeneration: and there can be no
regeneration but by the Holy Ghoft. When men
are fet to work fer life, or to produce goodnefs by
the powers of a fallen nature; it is (as qur Lord
tells us) like the expe&ation of finding. figs: upon
thorns, or grapes upon brambles. . 'The tree neuft
Sir/t be made good, or (as.the apoftle, ufing the fame
figure, exprefles it), the foul mult Arft be grafred
into. Chrifts and then it will produce-the good fruits
of faith and holinefs by Chrift te the glory of God.
'This work i3 done in every perfon, who is {aved ;
for, without it (as.Chritt affures us.in. Johm iii. 3.)
MO man can fés the kingdom of God, and confequently
{(as in ver. §.) no man can exter into it. ,
The doing this blefled work at larpe, is the
¢¢ gathering together in one the children of God
that are {cattered abroad,” or forming the true
boly catholtc, that is, univerfal church, which confifts
-of God’s faithful people in all ages of the world,
confidered as aze {eparated fociety or body, of
which Chrift 'is she Lord and Head. For this
purpofe the world ftands, that God the Spirit may
add-daily to this church of the firft-born, who arve
«wrirten in bheaven, thofe, who fhall be finally and
everlaftingly faved. This church, though to us at
‘prefent invifible, is framed from age to age from
the outward and wiftdle church, or churches, who
are mixed affemblies of all forte, or of every kind,
| | both -
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Fomals 1,

Zo:d Sad and geod, tn whom I the true form ol gad-
Iinefs (as leait fo far as it is eflentially neceffary),
and among whom 1s the true power of it. When
the fulnefs of time i1s come, that 1s (as the burial-
fervice of the church of England expreffes it),
when * the number of God’s ele& is accomplifhed,
his kingdom will be haftened.”” We pray, there-
fore, daily in the Lord’s prayer, that this ¢ king-
dom may come;” for this will be the perfeftion of
creation, redemption, and f{anétificadon, all to-
gether. It will be fhewing forth the glory and at-
tributes of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, the [ri-
une God, the Ope Jehovah, in their feveral offices
of mercy and falvation, before all worlds of holy
and intelligent beings, for ever and ever.

O that you may come, my dear child, into the
clear knowledge and enjoyment of thefe precious
truths! They imply the greateft eftate, the higheit
privileges, the moft true and folid fatisfattion, even
in this world. But this, all this that can be enjoyed
here, is infinitely the lealt part of the portion; and
‘but a pledge, or foretafte, of it at the moft: The
great inberitgnce remains 3 the full pofféffion of what
the Father hath ordained, the Son hath purchafed,
and the Spirit hath prepared, is-referved for heaven,
far beyond the reach of evil or decay. IfI had
ever {o great a fortune to. beftow upon you, what
would 1t all be to fuch bleflings as thefe?——1It is
fwallowed up, it finks to nothing, in the compa-
rifon. - An earthly crown is but a poor and trouble-
{fome bauble, and fades from day to day ; but this
inheritance, this rightful eftate, which the Holy
Spirit leads us to; this kingdom; this crown; this
glory—0O what words fhall I find to give buta hint
of this unutterable grandeur!-—all this, and-far
morce than can be reached by-thought it{elf——all this
is referved in heaven for the people of God, by the
. Qmnipotence:;



SANCTIFICATI{ON. 5%
eomnipotence of God himielf, to all eternity. iviy
dear child, think of thefe things; and may grace
referve all thefe blefings for yon /

CHAP. 1V.

Qi the Rule of Holinefs.

OD’s word is the inftrument of faith, and the

- meafure of right and duty. It was revealed
by the Holy Spirit for thefe moft neceffary nfes:
And he works by it and in it,, enlightening, enli-
vening, and enforcing it upon the hearts and con-
{ciences of his people. One great defign of the
whole book is to expofe fin, to difcover how its
guilt may be done away, to propofe a method and
meafure of obedience, and by all this to confound
amd repel the powers of darinefs. . There is not
one licence in this holy volume, for the leaft fin,
of thought, word, or deed. It fhews, onthecon-
trary, that 2il fin 1s damnable, and that they, in
whom it reigns, unforgiven, and therefore unfub-
dued, muft Ee damned for it, by the juft and righ-
teous decree of the high and holy One, who inha-
biteth eternity.

We have confidered fome particular portions of
this holy book, which relate to faizk in God, -as
our Creator, and in the Lord Jefus Chnft, as our
Redeemer; and we ought now to look into it, as
containing the plan of fantification, or holinefs,
which the Holy ‘Spirit, as Sexnfifier, hath engaged
to work in our hearts..

For this end, in the firft place, we muit look at
God’s moral law, or law of ten commandments,
which indeed is the-ground.-work of all the defcrip-:
tions of holinefs, and exhortations to it, that may
be found fcattered throughout the Old and New,
Teftaments. We fhould not rightly know what

holinefs
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hoilnefs 1s, without a rule of holinefs; and God
only could give us that rule. He bath given i,
and therefore 1t 1s the right rule. Zhe law is in-
deed holy, and the commandment baly, and juft, and good.
Mark, however, one plain and neceffary diftinétion:
the moral law is not given us as a rule of faith ;
but a rule of duty: not to be a canfe of Ipiritual
life; but for a plan of the a&ions and ¢feis of that
life. Faith refpeéts the truft of an helplefs crea-
ture in another: Auzy relates to what is owing from
man himfelf, in the exercife of thofe powers which
are imparted to him.
‘This moral law, in the power of the Spirit, hath
a double ufe, 1. By it the Spirit of God convinces
men of fin, in fhewing them their horrid depar-
tore from it, and the impoflibility of being faved
by lefs than a perfeft obedience to it, which the
fame Spirit makes plain to them that they are ut-
terly unable to render, and therefore that they can-
not be faved by a law which they have conftantly
broken, but muft come in @ neew and living «vay,
different from that of their original ftate, and re-
cerwve falvation, through faith in the perfeét obedi-
ence of another, which i1s Chnft. 2. The {fame
Sparit, after converfion, prefles the law upon the
old man of fin remaining in the believer, 1n order
to keep him and his. fins down, that the confcience:
of the chriftian may be kept holy and clear, and
that God may be glonfied in his whole life and
converfation, - So that, firft, he is juftified, wirhou?
the law or its deeds, through Jefus Chrift; and-
then he is fanétified, according to the law, by the
Holy Ghoft. Thelaw is not, thercfore, made wordy
but perfeét through Chrift on the one hand, and
honoured through the Spirit’s influence on_ the
other. - Thus it becomes a law.of liberty to the
xeal chriftian, .who no longer {feeks, for-carnal ins
a dulgence,
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duigence, a liberty of law. We, being aue De-
lievers, are loofed or delivered, through Chrift,
from its coandemnation for our difobedience, and
we are enabled to walk according to it, as In a
gloricus liberty (for true holinefs is indeed true li--
berty) by the prace of the Spirit, unto partial
obedience in this world, and unto complete obe-
dience hereafter in-the kingdom of God. ‘l'he
moral law fhines out in heaven itfelf, and even glo- .
rifies the regions of glory, as being the fair and
{plendid tranfcript of the very mind and will of
God; as the only exprefs moral luftre, which crea-
tures are able to know, of hs pureand tranfcend-
ent effence. We fhall never have done with this
moral law, therefore, 1n the realms above; for,
were this poflible, we fhould ceafe to be happy,
even there, in ceafing to be holy; we fhould lofe .
our freedom, which is found 'only.in having.tbe
Same mind and «will with God, and muft enter into .
bondage, by living feparate from him upon our-
felves for ourfelves, and in following the limited
creature inftead of an infinite and all-fufficient
Creator.

Nobody can doubt, that very particular and per-
fopal holinels was enjeined to believers under the
"~ Qld Teftament: and can any one, therefore, be-
lieve, with either {enfe or fincerity, that the pri-.
vilegre of fanétification {for a privilege of immente .
bleflednefs it moit certainly 15) can be more re-
firnined from believers under the New Teftament, -
- which confirms and difplays all the abundant grace:
of falvation fhadowed forth in the Old ?—It 1s ab-
furd, I had almoft faid gracelefs, to fuppofe 1t..

Many unguarded expreflions have been ufed on.
this fubjet even by good- men of different {enti-
ments ; and therefore I have ftated this matter as
plainly as I could to you. Reémember, the free

S grace
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out any performance of the law on qur part; and
at the fame time, the Holy Spirit’s influence can
not be toe much infited on, as magnifying and
fupporting the law, for a teft of our love and duty
to God, and of his love 'to us, within our fouls.
They cannot be feparated. Where redemption
lives, there fanftification reigns.. Zbe grace «vhich
bringeth falvation, teaches the denial of ungodlinefs.
Tit, . x1. WHithout holinefs no mnan can fee the Lord),
norbe now trufling in Chrif?, nor be now aalking in
bis Spirit: and, therefore, without holinefs, as a
grace of the Spirit, no man can have proof that he
1s really redeemed by-Chrift, or loved by the Fa-
ther. Itis not For holinefs wrought in him, but
WiTH IT, and confequently NOT wWiTHOUT 1T,
that he is blefled of God for ever,

The fubjeét of this chapter may lay by you, and
may ferve for greater confideration in your riper
years. At prefent, let me only fay ; refpeét
whatever belongs to God, and is revealed by him.
‘There is nothing of that kind -ufelefls to us ; and if
you cannot apprehend it now, pray over it again
and again, till you can. The . Spirit of grace can
make darknefs become light before you 3 as he-conftantly
. doth from day to day, as they are able to bear it,
before all his people. 1i.00k up to-him in prayer,
and afk for.wifdom and a right underftanding in all
things; and he will teach you the faithful-fecrets of
his word, even that Aidden awifdom, which none can
teagh you, to purpofe, befide. - -

. }

CHAP,
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CHAP., V. -

The Jirft Brauck of the Rule of Haffuq/}.

HE moral law, or rule of Holinefs, may be

divided, as God himfelf hath divided it,

into two branches, or tables. The firlt refpe&ts our
duty to God; the {econd to our m.’igbéaar.

The firft table is, again, divided into four parts,
or commands, which we will briefly confider, and
likewife the others when we come to them, in their
outward and in their fpiritual intentjons.

1. L am Jenovan thy God (in coyenant), &c
thou [balt bave no other gods before me.

The outward fenfe 15; “ I am the only {elf-exif-
tent Effence, or Being; thou fhalt have, thou fhalt
worfhip, no other, no later, no créated gods, or
the heavenly bodies, either in my ftead, or in my
prefence, or in the fervice of me.”

'The inward and further fenfe is; < "Thou fhalt
know, love, fear, and ferve me, who am Jehovah,
Father, Son, and Spirit, in all my facred relations
to thee of Creator, Redeemer, and Sanétifier. Thou
fhalt do this, with all thy heart,. with all thy foul,
and with all thy mind ; that is, perfetly and un-
ceafingly. And thou fhalt have nothing in thy
* heart, or in thy life, or in the whole world, fet up
as arival againft me.” . .. -

Is not this our bounden duty? Is not this our
reafonable {fervice? Isnot this commandment, then,
originally for our good, as well as for God’s jui
glory? Ought we not then to follow 1t? Is it not
for.our intereft ! ls it not for our happinefs? Can
we allow ourfelves to at, or even to think, con-
trary to it? And fhould we not pray for the Holy
Spirit to dire our bmﬁ: into this love of God, and

: - 26
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‘o -keep our kearts in the fame lowe unto the end?
Who is the chriftian that can deny thefe things?

2. Zbou fhalt not make unto thee any graven image,
or any likenefs of any thing, that is in heaven aboue,
or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the aatcr
under the earth. Z'hou [halt not bow dozun thyfelf
ta them, nor ferve thems for I the Lord thy God am
a jeclous God, wifiting the iniquity of the fathers
upon the children unto the third and fourth generation
of them that hate me; and fbewing mercy unto thou-

Jands of them that love me, and kecp my command-

ﬁ:gd’ftjl * ’

As the firft command, in the outward {enfe, for-
bade the worfhip of any thing created » {o this, 1n
the fame fenfe, forbids the worfhip of any tinng
wve can make, by or for ourfelves, like unto thofe
created. For God, being jealous of his undefiled
glory, will fhew the feverity of his juitice againit
finners themfelves, and their pofterity too, as in
the cafe of our firlt parents, of Haem with his de-
{cendants, and of the whole nation of the Jews and
their pofterity, to this véry day; but will blefs his
people,. however numerous, who obferve his mind
and will, and who pray to follow it with their
whole heart. . o

The inward fenfe of this cominand condemhs all
will-worfhip, which- God hath not conimanded,
buc which is framed by man out of his'owh mind,
and al] felf-righteoufnefs, which is a graven and a
brazen image too, fet up by many againft thé word

and righteoufnefs of God, and 15 as much the mere

work of man, as any idol can be, framed by art or

. man’s device, out of a ftock or ftone. Thofe, who

teach for dolirines ibe commandments of mes; Q0 alfo

tranfgrefs this precept; and, in fhoit, fo do'all

who put their truft in themfélves; br in-any thing

elfe, of fortune, abilities, power; &c. befide +’G::i£:1i
' .. i - an
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and thereby entail upon themicives, and thufe wio
belong to them, God’s curfe and abandonment.

And 1s there any thing here, which we ought:
not to obferve? Or, may we not -be hurabled and
afhamed, that we have not obferved the whole
as we ought?  And in the view of our multi-
plied: breaches of this rule, fhould we not juitly
{ay, ¢¢ Lord, have mercy upon us miferable fin-
ners!”™.. . L. :

3. Lhou fhalt not take the name of the Lord thy God
in wain, for the Lord awill sot bald guiltlefs thaz tatetls
his name in wvain.. 4

. "This 1s a fhort, but- vety comprehenfive, com-
mandiment. It outward’ {enfe dircéts, 1. That
thou fhalt not lift up the narhe of Jehovah thy God
to put it upon an idol. 2. That thou fhalt not bear
his holy name in teftimony to a lie. 3. That
thou fhalt not take it into thy mouth to ufe it pro-
fanely or vainly. Thofe, who thus ufe the facred
name, do abufe it ; and God will not efteers them
- innocent, but call them to account in julk {feverity.
Confequently, not only the perverfion of God’s
name and truth to heretical opinions and falfe wor-
fhip, but all falfe {fwearing, all {wearing by the
creatures, all profane and foolifh talking about fa-
cred things, all irreverent exclamations of ¢« O
God V’? <« Q.Lord!? << O Chrift!” and the like,
are here altogether forbidden, on pain of the decp
difpleafure-at the Moft High.

Jm the mward fenfe, all dead and carnal worihip
of the true God 1is here rejefted, in which God’s
holy name is-ufed without life, or love, or trath, or
power. All formality in religion is a breach of this
coramand ;- becaufe it employs the name of God to
no purpofe, taking it only in the lips, while the
heart is far from him. All deadnefls in private du-
ties, ‘all idle repetitions in any daties, all much-
fpeaking with no feeling, all profanenefs of (Goi's

Ez ~ name,
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name, by employing it to ftop up gaps in difcourle ;
and, in fhort, all worfhip and fervice of God, whici
15 not carried on 1n fpirit and in truth.

I believe you will find nothing here but what 1s
reafonable and right for us, 1 truft every chriftian -
will be ready to {ay; Lord, fet my beare at liberty,
toat Lway run in the away of this thy consnandnent !

4. Remember the fabbath-day, to keep it holy, fix
days fhalt thou labour and do all thy «vork [ thou fhalt
ferve and perform all that thou art appointed by
providencetodol : buzs the foveith day is the fabbath
of the Lord thy God : i1 it thou fhalt not do any SUCIR o
thou, wor tky fon, aor thy danghbter, thy man-fervant,
or thy maid-fervant, nor thy cattle, nor the flranger
that is wwithin thy gates [that is, under thine autho-
rity]: for in fix days the Lord made heaven and earth,
the fea, and all that in them is, and refled the feventh
day: Whercfore.the Lord bleffed the feventh day, and
ballewved it. - *

The outward fenfe of this precept relates to the
commemoration of God’s crEaTrow in fix days,
and urges, from the reft which God ordained in
heaven when creation ceafed, the reft which man,
in refpect and gratitude, ought to give to himfelf,
and te cvery perfon and creature under his con-
troul, that he might be prepared for heaven, which
35 an{wering in himfelf the end of his own creation.
" QOne day in feven is wifely and gracioufly appointed
as a proper outward acknowledgment to Geod,
and a fic {pace of quietnefs and cefiation for man
and beaft from all labour, both on God’s account
and their own. We are to ferve our generation'in
the fix days; but, on the feventh day, we are to
look forward in an efpecial manner beyond the ge--
" nerations of time into eternity. -

The inward fenfe is yet more bright and import-.
ant. God made the world in fix fpaces of time,.
called days; and probably hath ordained the me-:

_ L morial
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morial of this as a2 ftanding prophecy, that, in f1x
great ages, or periods, He, to whom a 120 ]
years is but as one day, will finith the great bulineis
for which the awhole creation groanetb and traveliets
in pain-together until now, and then will confummate
his church in aneverlaiting reft. In this view, the
{abbath is a celebration of God’s end and defzgn, as
well as beginning and avor#4, 1n the creation. And
it is alfo a token of homage and duty to God the
Father, to whofe particular office in the covenant
of grace this creation 1s afcribed.

'T'he ordination of the fabbath was alfo to re-
mind us of another glorious mercy, even our RE-
PEMPTION. Mofes {pake of this in the type to the
Jews. Remember (fays he) that thon cwaft a fervant
in the land of Egypt, and that the Lord tby Gad brought
thee out thence_ through a mighty hand, and by a flrctch-
ed-out arm [ that is,. not by thy ftrength, but by his
own almighty power]: THEREFORE, the Lord tLy
God commanded 1hee to keep the [zbbgth-day. Deut.
¥. 15. It is remarkable, that Piarack and. all his. .
hoft were deftroyed 1o the morning-watch of that
very day, which the Zfraelites” kept for their fab- - °
bath. On that day, therefore, they travelled, and
not refted ; and this was to fhew (according to the
intention of -all earthly fabbaths) that they were
moving towards a better reft and a higher {abbatk.
There is reafon alfo to believe, that the fabbatk-
day was altered from the firft order of time, on
purpofe the more fignally to commemorate this
mercy. And we know, it was afterwards altered, -
and doubtlefs by divine infpiration, to keep up the
remembrance of a far greater event, of which the-
Jews® deliverance was only a type;-namely, the
refurre@ion of Chrift, and of our confequent deli-
verance from fin and fatan by him. This ordinance:
alfo preached to the Jews, and to us through them,

E 3 that.
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that the Lord havihg delivered us from the hand
of our fpiritual enemies, and brought us into
tafety by his redemption, we are to 77 in this
mercy ;3 we are to truflt and confidein it alone, and
rot in the efforts of our own fkrength for falvation,
which, in prophetic language, is bearing a burden
g the fabbath-day s we are to praife him for 1t, 4y
ceafing from our own works, becaufe ke alfo hath
ceetfid from Lis, and perfedled for ever then that be-
Jivve. This is entering (according to the apoiile)
into the reft of faith, #e«vbich HAVE BELIEVED
do enter into RBsT. Heb. 1v. 3. Wehave a {piritual
reft brought now into our {ouls, in which we live;
and, in this holy reft, «we b&lefs the Lord for bis
gooduefs, and fer his avonderful weorks to the chilcven of
men.  And this bely reft is al{o the anticipation, or
forerunner, of another reft, which may be named
the mof} boly, and which yet resraineth for the children
of Gody and into which we fhall as furely be brought,
as God hath brought us now, by way of pledgeor
token, into this. Here we nraife the Tovn Pr.

A S B e

‘DEEMER, the Son, or {econd Perfon in the bleffed
T'rinity, for his office-work in procuring us reft or’
falvation. He is the true Nogh, who giveth feft
and peace to the new world. ‘

The fan&ification of the fwenth day (as changed
by the chriftian church into the Lord’s day) 1s alfo
to fignify to us the completion of the new creation
in the firal sancTiricaTion of our fouls by the
Holy Spirit. "Fhus faith the Lord: Verily my fab-
baths ye fhall keep ; for it is.a fign between me and
you, throughout all generations, that ye may kncw, that
£ ainthe LorD, that doth sANCTIFY You, Qr, that
l, JeHOVvAH, am your SANCTIFI(ER. Exod.
xxxi. 13, Po thelike import is the text in Ezek.

_ xx. 12. z0. None, therefore, can truly keep this
{abbath, but thole whom the Lord hath redeemed. frc:}?m
. . the



SANCT.IFICATION. 103

the band of the exnemy; and to themn i 1s a fion, that
Jehoval 1s. their God, becaule he hath jet 1hem
apart, or fanZified them, for redemption, by bring-
ing this pledoe of 1t into their hearts. T'hus the
man. that embraceth the {alvation of God, and
keepeth the fubbath in token of it, is called biefed,
by the prophet. Ifa. lvi. t, 2. So he that keepeth
it rightly, or turneth away bis foot from the fubbath
doth not bring his obedience to it, of which the
oot 18 the emblem], not doing his orwn avorks, nor
finding hbis own pleafure, nor fpeaking bis own words,
but delighting bimfelf in the Lord s he fhall be exalted
by the Lord above the higheft of this poor world,
and fhall be fed with the bread of God’s children,
‘even the bread of life. See Ifa. lviil. 13, 14. This
[piritual fabbath, then, into which the Holy Spitit
brings us by faith, turns to us (as I faid) for a tef-
timony or a fign, that indeed we are the Lord’s,
and are redeemed from the earth, When we have
this sledeo and privilege warm upon our hezarts,
we can praife him with a joyful {pirit, and fhall
wot keep ths «w.hbath like the bealts, or like worldiy
men, in a mere animal reft go our bodies and
nothing more ; but we fhall begin, in prelude, the
joys of that great fabbath, to which weare palling.
and of which this, is only the earneft or forerunngr,
O what a debt of thanktulnefs 1s due to the HoLrx
SpiriT for bringing the fenfe of tlus mercy to our
hearts, and for thus fanéifying and preparing us..
for reft and life eternal!
" Thus, my dear, child, we praife JEHOVAH,
FAaTsHER, Son, and HoLy GHosT, for Creation,
Redemption, and Sanétification, when we truly keep.
-the {abbath iz remembrance of his mercy. Our neareit.
'and deareft affe@ions, our greateit powers in llfF..
. .our bufinefs and callings (all fignifigd by our chil-.
dren, ferwants, and Jabouring cattle), yea, the very
: 4 " oppolition.

1
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Oppofition and backwardnefs of our carnal nature,
that fFranger avithin our gates, {hall be devoted, fhall
be employed, fhall be {fubducd, according to the
mind and will of God. O that you might learn
thus to read God’s holy commandment; and then,
throd#gh forms, you will difcern the fubftance, and,
through types and fhadows, the bleffed things figai.
fied by them, -

To {pend the earthly fabbath in devotednefs to
God, in reading, in hearing, and in meditating
upon his word, in public and private ordinances,
and in mixing faith with all thefe; is a gracious
mean of preparation for that ref, which yet rea
maineth for the people of God. That will be a fab-
éatifm indeed ; one entire, unbroken, everlafting
reft: a reft of holinefs, perfeft holinefs; a reft of
peace; ecftatic, inexprefible, peace!—I could ex-
patiate, I could dwell with pleafure, at large, upon
this fubjeft; but the plan of thefe papers forbids
me.—God givemy child g rrue mdetfanding In thcie
things; and then thall we, erelong, know, together,
hatter than we ¢an anblV do hﬁ!‘ﬂ, thﬂé tran-
{cendent bleflings, awhich God in his moft holy reft
hath prepared for them that love bim. '

CHAP. VI

Tbe fecond Branch of the Ruale of Holinefs.

HIS fecond branch, or table of the moral

law, relates to our love and duty towards

our neighbour ; and, like the other, we fhall find it
worthy of all obfervation and obedience. Holinefs
1s no burden; but fin is truly fuch. Holinefs is no
bondage; but finis the worft ef bondage and flavery.
Holinefs 15, indeed, << that orderly, that fair and
equal motion, ~which conftitutes Aappinefs, or the
awell-flowing of life,” talked of even by hcathegs,
. - ut:
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hut accomplithed by none in any true degree, cx-
cept (through grace) by the chriftian ; and by him
only imperfeétly. Holinefs is liberty of heart and
life, from the oppreflion of the world, the flefh, and.
the devil ; and therefore holinefs 1s the purfuit and
the delight of every true believer. Be ye boly, {ays
the Lord, for £ axrboly. 1 Pet. 1. 10. ‘

The firft command of this table 1s, in order of
the two tables, the fif74; and I will therefore con-
fider it as fuch.

5. Honour thy father and thy mother, that thy days.
may be long- uponz the land «wbich the Lord thy God
giveth thee. |

The gutward precept in thefe words is too plain.
to be miftaken. Our Lord maintains the obligation
of it beyond fubterfuge or denial. Matt. xv. 3.
And his apoftle calls it the fir commandment: with-
promife, Eph. vi. 2. meaning, that God had put
this the firft, both in rank and diftinétion,. of all.
the other commands in the fecond table. Many
examples have been fhewn by God’s providence.of
great bleflednefs, even in the prefent life, to thofe
who have carefully obferved this falutary rule ;. and
many inftances of his difpleafure,. and even wven-.
geance, have e&minently appeared. towards thoie;.
who have dared to live in the tranfgreflion of. it..
They, whom. God hath appointed, as his repre-
{entatives,. to.be means for the fupport and.educa-
tion of. our bodies, have a natural claim to our re-
fpect and gratitude. . How can we think any duty
too much for the kind and tender friends, who have
borne fo many cdres, and: labours, and. forrows,.
and love, for ourfelves? Nay, are we-not rather
alting for ourfelves, when we honour them; fince
God hath promifed us his peculiar blefling. in it ?
. 'They, who, dare to.be difobedient to parents, are-

out of the way of God’s bleiling, and are opening
a. door to every fort of mifery and misfortune..
+ | DN But, .
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But, ina further {fenfe, this commandimment reaches
to the duty we owe to all, who afford us protetion,
initruétion, or fupport. It enjoins loyalty and obe-
dience to the king and his government. No true
chriftian, as {fuch, can be a traitor or rebel. It
was the glory of the primitive chritlians, that, for
the firlt thrce centuries after Chrift, notwithftand-
ing all manner of provoking outrages, not one was
punifhed for {edition among all ¢¢ the noble army
of raartyrs.”” 'This precept alfo commands a {ub-
miflive refpeét to all our teachers and inftruétors,
- whether {ptritual or temporal, according to the
will and word of God. Of courfe, it forbids fac-
tions and divifions, formed by pride or malice, and
kept up for worldly ends and fuppofed conveniences.
It reaches to the common duties of fervants to their,
mafters; and, in fhort, to the obligations we.all
owe to thofe, who have any {ort of juft autho-
tity over us. In thefe refpe@s, «<ve ferwe not men,
but God; and muft theretore do bis <will from the
Leart. -

6. Tlowu halt not kill.

Murder is ablolutely forbidden. If man were
not dreadfully depraved, he could not fall into fo
- foul and fhocking a crime, at which our hearts,
- corrupt as they are, do naturally thudder: and God
" hath ever marked it with his particular abhorrence.
Ve have many hiftories of his providence, in dif-
- covering this.wickednefs, though never {o fecretly .
or fo long committed, and by means too, cithet
-the moflt unlikely, or thofe which 'the murderers
- had ufed for the very purpofe of concealing them-

felves. If any /in is {pecially marked  to find a
man out in the prefent life, zhis is the finy though
no others cax finally e bid. coL

Nations alfo, who raife unjuft wars gpon other
nations, through ambition or covetouninefs, are
guilty of all the blood, perhaps of tens of .thoi-
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fands, thed in the difpute, and may expe& that the
divine vengeance will require it, by fword, famine,
or peitilence, of them and their pofterity. The:
love of juftice 1s not to be violated by the luft of
emptre.

The authors and abettors of all tumalts and re-
bellions, are alfo murderers of the moft flagrant
kind, and are under the juft condemnation both of
God and man. They arc the heads; their follow-
ers are only the hands, to do the mifchief.

This command has alfo an inward reach to the
heart. It forbidsall malice and paffion, which are
the very principle and fpring of murder. All ca-
lumny and detradtion, all evil-fpeaking and inju-
rious dealing; every thing, in fhort, which can
harm another’s peace, or property, or reputation,
are by this precept firiftly forbidden. We may,
indeed, never have put any one to death; but we
may have put him to torture, which, 1n fome cafes,
is as bad, if not worfe, and may lead direétly, though.
‘lingeringly to it, by incurring an ill ftate of health,
through unjuft and wicked language or altions.
If we do thus, we violate the pure rule, and are
tranfgreffors. A cut-throat of charalters is, among
perfons of nice 1ntegrity, as bad, if not worfe, than
any other. I have known {ome high profefiors of
religion, who have not-{crupled, by {ecret ftabs and
fuggeftions, to murder moft foully the reputation of
others, and have fbos our envenolned arrowws, even
cruel and &itzer avords. 'T'his is verbal affafligation,
or, rather, it 1s {piritual felony and - murder
againlt God’s holy ftatute. »WWhofoever HATETH
bis brother is a MURDERER. But will ae regard
thofe, who call him ¢ Lord, Lord,” and yet do not
the things nebich be fays 3 but; on the contrary, dare
to difobey them }—We are to do or {ay nothing,
. which may hurtfully affe@t another’s character;

- E6 unlefs
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unlefs the concealment of what we know concern-
“ing them may be of particular prejudice, or may
reach to other or greater evils ; and then our con-~
cealment would be a participation of the verbal
marder, and confequently, as acceffaries, or fellow-
traitors, be a craime 1n us. In fhort, this command
. pofitively ordains benevolence or affiftance to all in
our power, by ordering us, negatively, to abftain
from all cruelty and hardheartednefs. And I may
add, that this commandment.alfo reaches to every
thing, by which a man may murder his own or
other’s bodies, either by gluttony, or other bodily
a€ls ; orkis own and other’s fouls by falfe doétrines
and wicked principles and opinions.—I believe no.
chriftian, nor indeed any other man, will-deny, that
?:u :::{ﬁs precept is for the general benefit of man-
ind."

7. Thow [balt not commit adultery.

All outevard alts of lafcivioulnefs are here for-
bidden,and all the inward luft from whichit{prings.
Lewd. books, plays, dances, or converfations, are
contrary to this commandment. Every impurity,
whether of body or mind, is highly offenfive to-
God, and hurtful to men. Chaftity of thought, word,
and deed, on the other hand, is as becoming, as it
is right. The‘Sfirit of God will never dwell iz 2
cage of unclean birds, but purifies, before he ufes,
either body or foul for his fervice. When Chrilt
comes to his temple, he drives out, and with a whip
too, if milder means will not ferve, every dealer in
defilement: in other words,. he will infli€t chaftife~
ment, if neceflary, withid his cwn people, who-are
his true temple, that they may. be ceanfed from all
filthinefs, both of flefb.and fpirit, perfeding holinefs in.
the fear of Gad. | y .

8. Zhox fbalt not f2eal.. o

Bothall aéts of awrward-robbery, and. all inward

‘ | ' - projeéts

-
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proje&ts for unjuft gain, are here equally and ftrictly
forbidden. Whatever wrongs another is againit
this law, whether it be in buying for lefs than g
matter 15 worth, or felling it for more than it 1s
worth ; whether it be 1n {quandering the property,
or lofing the time belonging to our employers, it
. we are {ervants; or by defrauding or reducing the
jult wages of our people, if we are maiters, An
idle perfon alfo is a public robber, amere drone in
the hive. A defrauder of the diligent in his labours,
is by no means a private thief only, but a general
bane: and {uch are all {mugglers, and encouragers
of {muggling ; for they rob not a few individuals
only, but the whole ftate, and do what they can
to rain their country. All exations, impoftures,
and colourable pretences, are thievery in the fame
fenfe that forgery is, or any other craft. So if we
gamble, lend at ufury, or unlawful intereft, or take
any fort of unfair advantages of another’s neceflity ;.
we {in againft the rule: and we f{in alfo, if we bor-
row withoutany intentian of returning it, or (what
is almoft as bad) without any fair profpe@ of it.
The awicked, and only the wicked, borrowerh and
payets not again. ~ Among chriftians,. thefe tranf-
greflions are, and ought to be, intolerably odious.
Hear what God declares: He that getteth riches,
and NOT BY RIGHT, jfhall leave them in the midf}
of his days, and at bis end fhall be a fool. Jer. xvii.1 L.
am forry to fay'it, but I ought in truth to fayit, -

" that I have met with high pretenders to religiomn,.
- who have been glaringly deftitute of common hoe
nour and honefty. "They -put one in mind of the
-account which a foreign. author gave of fome of
his countrymen:— Very quarrelfome, and great
rogues ;. but very fenfible, and very pious.”” Ihope,
you will learn to fee, that there can be no true
good fenfe- without gentlenefs and integrity ;. da;:d
. ‘ ty
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that, though there may be a de¢cent appearance of
morality without religion, there can be no real re-
ligion without the ftrictelt and moft entire mora-
lity. It would indeed be a chriftian’s happinefs to
be perfeét: it is his burden, in the prefent life,
that he cannot be wholly {o. A black {pot is black
indeed upon a white coat: and to be only white in
name, but not in nature, is to be a laughing-ftack
to the world, and a ftumbling-block to thofe who
are young in the ways of falvation. Verily, profefs
what they may, sucr /ball hawe their reward. Even
as 1 bawve feen, they that ploww iniquity, and foww «wick-
ednefs, reap the fame. Job 1iv. 8. See alfo Gal. vi.
75 3. |

9. Lhou foalt not bear falfe witnefs- againft thy
meighbour.

We are to {fpeak the truth, when called upon as
witnefles concerning our neighbour, and nothing -
but the truth, and all this from the ground of rhe
beart, Every kind of bafe lying, and vile flander-
ing ; all wicked diftin&ion (which fome have found:
out) between ¢ black lies and white lies ;*’ all falfe-
infinuations, or indire&t falfe accufations; whether
by words or by figns, by ourfelves or by others;:
are foul violations of this commandment. This
evil begins 1n hatred or envy, 1s carried on with
difimulation and deceit, and commonly ends with
marked injuftice or ruin. Thus all deceszful wworkers,
fooner or later, deceive and cheat themfelves. Such
things as thefe, among other enormities, ough? not
20 be named among chriffians, and certainly, therefore,
ought not to be practifed by them. Happy and
honourable for the chriftian world would it be, if
.this were always the cafe! However, the true
remnant of Ifrael fhall not do iniquity, nor fpeak lies 5
neither fball a deceitful tongue be found in theirmouth.
Zeph. iil. 13. - S

10, Thou
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10. Thou fhalt rnot cover thy ncighbour’s houfe, thox
fRoalt not covet thy neighbour’s wife, nor bis man-fervant,
nor his maid-fervant, nor bis ox, nor bis afs, nor any
thing that is thy neighbour’s.

The five foregoing commandments relpelting
our neighbour not only forbid all {orts of injury
and injultice to him, but in faét ordain obedience,
pood-will, fairnefs, and truth in all our dealings
with mankind, according to the relations they may
. {everally bear to us. We are to ¢ do unto all men
as we would, were we in their place, that they
fhould do unto us.”” Thisis loving our neighbour
even as ourfelves; and this ckarity, ¢ which isthe
bond of peace and of all virtues,” is the very {pirit
“of thefe laws. This grace ftifles all revenge, and
kindleg all love. It gtves, and hath often given,
-a demonftration of this truth, that to po and to
surFFER difficult things—things too difficult. for
‘fleth and blood alone—is the part of a chriftian.
"This tenth commandment, as it hath been well ob-
. ferved, reaches-to all forts of irregular defires after
any thing belonging to others, and to the very be-
ginnings of thofe’ defires; before they are formed
‘into words, and carried forth intp deeds. In fhort,
it attacks the body of fin, the firft principle of cor-
ruption, avhich is in our members, and that Zirward
depravity of our hearts, which hath turned us away
from dependance upon God to a2 dependance upon
the natural things about us, and confequently to a
finful covetoufnefs and faithlefs eagernefs to-obtain
them. We cowvet the creature;, becaufe we do not
truff in the Creator: and this 15 the idolatry of
covetoufnefs, which oppofes itfelfto a right faith in
. the true God. And thus UnBELIEF is the root of

-all our finfulnefs and all our fins. It brought man
into the FArLL'; and it binds and imprifons him in
1t, till zrace fet him free. |

And,

3
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And, my dear child, which of thefe holy and
jult laws have we not broken? Which of them arz
we not prone to break? What can we fay, refpe&-
ing the duties of either table? Have we not mifera-
bly failed in all ?—1 mnff fay fo for myfeif; and I
snay fay {o, without breaking charity, for all others.
Our hearts are all corrupted by the fall of man;
our fouls impure; our converfation unholy; our -
lives difordered. ‘There 15 no feundnefs, na bealth,
in any of us now by nature. it is true, that, by
the care of friends, by the force of good education,
by the pride of charalter, or thame, or fear of of.
fence, and even by a greater fweetnefs and foftnefs
of natural temper in fome than in others, there are
perfons who do vaftly excel the generality, and are
really valuable to fociety 1n themfelves; but, not-
withftanding all this, and let the checks to fin arife

- from what eartbly motives they may, thefe vajuable

perfons, as well as others, are all- guilty. before
God of breaking his holy: law ;- have all erred and

ftrayed from his ways like loft fheep; have all

« followed too much the devices and defires of
their own hearts;’’ have all “¢ left undone thofe
things which they ought to. have done, and done
thofe things which they ought not to have done 3!’
and ¢ there is no health’’ in any of them, being
all of them ¢ miferable offenders.”” When God

“opens their cyes, they confefs this, as with one

mouth ; and they feel it.deeply and. humbly.in
their hearts, while they confefs it.

You fee then, my dear, the law has two defigns.
from God, fince our falli The one 1s to fhew the
purity and uprightnefs of. God, and confequently-
man’s entire departure from it: and the otheris to:
difcover. the abiolute neceflity of a Redeemer. from
the curfe due to the breach, and the abfolute necef-
fity of aid from the divine. Spirit; to walk accord-

Ing -
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ing to the rules laid down in 1t, which Chrift him~
{elt followed, leaving us an example i tread in bis
feps s in order to prove, not that we are to gan
life by the law or by any obedicnce of our own,
but that we are now guickened with Chriff and rifen
with Chrift; and therefore, as perfonsalive from the
dead, do. delight in the law of -God according to the
inner man, which is renewed in kuawledge, righteouf-
nefi, and true bolinefs, after the image of him that
cveated bim. ‘Thuas, by the law, you are, fir/?, con-
demned for your natural and a¢tual fins; and, #bes,
by grace, you are brought to Chrift, and the meric
of his blood and righteoufnefs, for pardon and juiti-

fication. After this happy work, of whick the Holy

Spirit (ufing the lJaw and his word inftrumentally
. to accomplifh it) is the great agent, youare taught
and enabled to live upon the fulnefs of Chrift, from
and through whom, the Spirit proceeds to the foul,

and to whom entirely he again leads up the foul,
that you may awalt as becometh bis gofpel, and adorn.
éf.r doBrine in all things; for which end, he hath

fet pefore we a perfe® rule in his law, and a fair

.l'ld" -

example in the life of Chrift.

O that you may underftand thefe things, and
know them, as grace can teach you! My decar
child, look up to God for the grace of this Holy
Spirit. He hath promifed to give this bleffing to
them that afk him. Pray him to beftow it upon
you. I am fure you need it: and I am as fure as

the Bible can make me, that you fhall not fincerely
‘atk and feek 1in vain. See Luke xi. 13. ‘This Holy

Spirit will lead and guide you into all the truth of .

Goad. -Hewill make you wife in your mind to know
God and the things of Ged. He will ftrengthen
your heart againit the fear and the approach ot evil.
He will give you faith, firong faith, increafing
faith, in the love of God and of Chrift, and will

witnefs



11 SANCTIFICATION.

witnefs his own love and prefence to your foul.
He will enable you to fubdue temptations, to fight
againft fin, to refilt the devil, to overcome the
world, and to fupprefs the evil defires of the flefh,
and of the mind. He will guide you by his counfel
through life, and then will receive you to "his
glory. O what a friend is“this! A friend at all
times! A friend for ever! Do, my dear child, do
think of thefe things. Pray over them; pray for
them: Afk of God to open your lips, and efpe-
cially befeech him to open your heart. He will be a
Father to you, when I am gone; and an infinitely
better father than I can be, while I ftay with you
here. He never rejefted an hearty, earneft prayer:
and he never will rejet {uch a prayer from you.
My prayers, fuch as.they are, you have already ;
and 1f there be-any worth or force In a parent’s
blefling, my dear child, you have it all. O that
- od may give you as much concern for your{elf,
as I have for you; and then, T truf, it will be
well with you indeed. It will bea great prefent

]
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it will be our mutual, our uni{peakable happinefs,
at the lait, to find each other there,

CHAP. VIL

The SACRAMENTS.

HE word facrament hath been well defined, or
explained to be, ¢ An outward and vifible
fign of an inward and {piritua] grace.”
There were two fiucramental inftitutions under
the law before Chnift, circumcifion and facrifice® d..
* S | an

® T'lere were feveral facramental figns under the law, fuch
as the bapti{m in the c/oudand in the fea, the mgnna, the rr.f:l:,
the flowing river, &c. but they were not fdcramental inflits~
S tions,

t
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and there are two now under the gofpel, baptifim.
and zhe fupper of the Lord. They were all inlhituted
by the command of the Son of God. Thofe under
the law mean the {fame things as thofe under the:
eolpel, nearly or in effeét; but exprels them only
in a differént way, becaufe of the difference of
times and difpenfations.

*

CHAP. VIIL

Circumcifson. ,

: HE word fignifies a cutting round, or abouts and
I it was ordered to males (including in them
the human nature), forafign in their flefh of God’s
covenant being upon them, or that they actually
profefled to belong to him and his church or people.
It betokeneth, fpiritually, the cutting round of
the heart, and fo cutting it off from the impurity
and finfulnefs of its evil nature and defires, or (as
the apoitle Fames calls'lr it) all filthinefs and fuperfluity

.. - _.'--r-ll:-.r- Fa‘f‘! Frd r
0 #ﬂzgﬂﬁny:. IL iY LT Hweserp vy .....Tf ?!‘{ man uUIf.[J’

1:': deeds,. who 1s corrupt af.-:*ara’ing to the deceitful
ufls: . .
) ﬂWhen Chrift, who is the head of the new man,
or new creation, came, this fign of the cutting off
the old man was beautifully changed, both to fthew
that 1t was brought into full view and effect by the
death of Chrift as the Head of his people, and alfo
that fomething better was brought in by him inits

—_

“tionsy, to be repeatedly performed, as circuincifion and ﬁﬁﬁ;:
were, or to continue through the whole ftate of the Jewith
church tir the-fame manner as in the wildernefs, thougzh the
- grace fignified by them was to continue indeed through all
ages : and,. therciore, thofe figns do not invalidate the af-
{ertion, that there were but two great facramenty, properly
and peculiarly, under the legal difpenfation, namely, circum-
cifion and facrifice. : R ®

: | {tead
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ftead, even a wewv /life, or regeneration, fiom the
&ead.,

The Jews have kept up the fZg» to this day, but
do not underftand its_fénfz. They accordingly have
perverted (as all carnal minds do) this {facrament
intoa mark of bigotry and national pride ; and, in-
ftead of putting off their old man by it, have only
more obftinately and blindly put him on. The true
circumcifion is not that of the flefh, which the apof-
tle reprobates as mere concifion only, but of the
fpirit. And they therefore are the only true cir-
cumcifed, who are the truly chriftian; for thele
only wer/bip God in the [pirit, and rejoice in Chriff
Fefis, and hawe no confidence in the flefb. See Rom.
ii. 28, zqg. Phil. 111, 2, 3

The child after its birth remained feven days in
i1ts ratural impurity, in the fenfe of the law; and
on the eighth; or resewing day, it was admitted
into God’s covenant by circumcifion; fignifying the
renewal, which the redeemed fhould obtain-through
Chrift, who was to change the times and the di-

S miasicny auw 10 make all things new, and new for
ever.

The impurity of both-mother and child, under
the law, upon the circumftance of birth, moft
ftrongly enforces the doérine and tradudtion of
original {in from the parent to the offsprlng; asg
the {ubftitution, made in confequence, exhibits the
neceflity of redemption. See Lev. xil.

CHAP. IX.
Baptifm.
HIS ordinance, under the gofpel, preaches
- nearly to us, what circumcifion declared~_tq
the Jews. It is the outward fign of inward. purifi-
cation, by putting away the flth of the fiefb, rbrau%fj
' tiae
&
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the refurredtion of Chrifi. We are baried with bim
in baptifin, that i1s, we become dead to the old maun,
and wafh hirn and his filth {pirttually away through
the avafbing of regeneration, and renezving of the Holy
Ghoff : and we, 1n conlequence, put on the new man,
awhich after God is created in righteoufnefs and true
bolinefs. Thus, if any man be in Chrift, he is a nezu
creature: old things, that is, the old ftate in the old
Adami, with ail its confequences, are pafed away >
behold, all things are become new. 'The real chriftian
1s a new creature in a new world, and redeemed
from the earth, or the oid one. -

This.is the fignification of the ordinance. But,
alas! how many ufe it, as the Jews did circumci-
{ion, only as a matter of form? And about this
form they will quarrel without end ; not regarding
that, if they have not #he thing fignified, the form,
or the mode, or the age, or the time,-are thadows
without 4 fubltance, a cloud without rain, a car--
cafe without a foul. . :

I wifh you ever to remember, that your baptifim
rincipally declared the neceflity of your being
ptized into Chriff, and of your putting on Chriff.

This means, that you need cleanfing by his blood,
and covering by his righteoufnefs, that you are to
be planted into bim or united by faith unto him, and
to receive new and new life continually from him,
by the power of his Holy Spirit.  If your outward
baptifm is not followed up by thefe inward effeéts,
you are no more truly baptized in God’s fight,
than the carnal Jews were circumcifed truly by the
mere fign. As there were and are vaft multitudes
of nemnal Jews, enemies -to God by wicked
works; fo there are, -and always have been, ‘im-
menic: numbers of falfe chriftians, who are as mere
gentiles, or people of the world, as our fathers were’
antiently in this country, or -the heathen now are.

N : 113
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in any country upon earth. If any man bave not tie
Spirit of Chrift, be is none of bis. And if he does
not belong to Chrift, he muit be confidered as yet
in the world, and of tbe wver/d. |

I believe that, without offence, and with much
truth, I may turn the apoitle’s words, and fay:
He is not a chriftlan, avho is one outwardly s neither
is that baptifm, avhith is outwvard in the flefh. But
be is a chriftian, «who is one inwardly: and baptifm
is that of the beart, in the [pirit; and not merely in the
letter, awbofe praife, or anointing, is uot of men, but
of God. Rom. i1, 28, 29. *

CHAP X S

The Pafs-cver.

—¥ HERE were feveral kinds of facrifices under
the law ; but the great facrifice of the pafs-

ever, as to the leading and general intention, in-
cludes them all. The offering of the pafchal, or
paffing-over, lamb, was that avhole, of which thefe
were appointed to exprefs the {everal parss; and
thefe parts were {o appointed, in order to givea
more diffinéZ view of, as well as to exercile a more
particular faith in, the great facrament, or thing
fignified by 1t, in its{everal purpcfes and relations.
"T'his was the reafon of the precept in Deut. xvi. z.
where the pafs-ower is ordered to be facrificed of the
flock and the berd, though none but a lamb «uirbout
&lemnifh was properly the pafs-over itfelf. 'LThey
were to accompany the facrifice of the lamb, and,
in various ways only, were the fame in effett, and .
fhewed the fame thing. - It would be too much for
this brief defign, and perhaps too much at prefent
for you, to enter particularly upon all thefe; and
therefore I thall only fay, that as the pafs-ovenwas
given for a typical facrifice of deliverance from the
: bondage
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bondage of corruption, or from all manner of fin
and 1iniquities, and for all manner of perfons who
had a right to partake of it; fo the other and in-
ferior {acrifices were daily or {pecial remembrances
of this one, in behalf of particular perfons or par-
ticular offences: and thefe were ordered the more
{trongly to fhew forth the particular guilt, or hei-

noufnefs, botn of the one and the other.
- The pafchal lamb was a type of CuHRiIsT #he
Lamé flain: and it was called pafehal, or the pafing-
over, becaufe where the blood of it was {prinkled,
there Jehovah paffed ower from executing his ven-
geance, which he was performing upon the fins-
and-finners of the Egyptians: and this was{o done,
that he might fhew us, as by a figure, that if the
blood of Chrift, who is the' true Pafs-over facrificed
JSor us, be {prinkled upon us; or (what js the fame)
through faith applied to us, we fball be faved from
wwrath through pim. 'Thus the {aints under the Old
Teftament made a covenant with God by facrifice s
and thus, together with the faints under the New,
were {aved by the blood of the everlafting covenant in
Chrift Jefus. The fpiritual intention of all their
facrifices, and confequently of the facrifice of the
pafs-over including all the reft, had the fame inten-
tion with the blood of Chrift, which they prefi-
gured, namely, that God might pafs cver the finner
Sprinkled and covered by the Saviour. .As %ey looked
forward through the type to the Saviour yet to.
come: ave look back, through another moft figni-"
ficant emblem, to the fame Saviour already come.
‘To both them and us, he was tbe Lamb flain from
before the foundatiom of the world ; becaufe it was
in the determinate counfel and foreknowledge of God,
that he {fhould be flain for both, as_the true Jfael
of God ; and that, for both, the virtue and bleffings
of it 'fhould remain world without: end. *.Andthas
‘ - e
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the pafchal lamb was not {lain for the Egyptians.;
fo the benefits ariling from the propitiation of- the
Jamb of God, are for believers only, exclufive. .of
the men of the earth, who live and d.e without
faith, and devoted to the world.
. Chrift was the greatobject of fzith to-the antient
believers in the pafs-over: and the other offerings,
prefented daily and at -other fet times, were me-
morials of this one great propitiation and atone- -
ment, that the people fhould have it almoft always
in their view, and particularly upon the moft {o-
lemn occafions. The great day of atonement, with
all its ritual circumftances (delineated in Lev. xvi.),
which accurred on the tenth day of the feventh
month in every year, exhibited (if I may fo{peak)
a quadruple type of Chrift, under the forms of the
High-prieft, the goat made fin, the goat carrying.
away fin, and the fit man or perfon of God’s ap-
pointed-time, who condulted him. 'This was only
a larger explanation of the grear doétrine, con-
tained in the pafs-over, of the atonement of the
Son of God for fin; and this day was the moft dif-
tinguifhed of one-half of the year, as the day of
pa(%—over was of the other. The antient believers
were to learn from both, that Chrift fhould -one
day die for them, according to the truth of God
revealed to them in this hﬁcfy {facrament; and they
‘themfelves were to live and die in the faith and
hope of this GREAT MERCY, long before promifed
to the fathers, and to prefent their offerings as
tokens of their faith and hope, that, in the fulnefs
of time, the whole fhould be acccomplifhed.

But the carnal Jews turned this, and all the in-
flitutions which related to it,. into an empty, idle
form. If .they only brought fain beafis gas the:
Lord contemptuoufly calls them), they thought they. .

did encugh: and, if fuch could have been ac-
cepted
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cepted, they feemed content to bring thoufands
upoa thoufunds, with whale #ivers ¢ 0il.  But not
having the trae oil, the anfion of ihe Hely One, nor
the falt of the covenant to {~afon their facrifices with,
even the _race of life in their fouls; 1t was atked
of them by the Lord, fpeaking in his prophet, 7o
what purpofe is the multitude of your facrifices untome?
Nonpe at all, He was fu// of them; he loathed of-
ferings lilie thefe. He wanted not to ecar bull’s fofb,
nor to drink the blood of goats. Nay, though they
were his own inftitutions, yet, from the carnal and
faithlefs abufe made of them, he that 4i/led an ox,
v nwas, 1n God’s fight, as if be flew a man 3 be that
Jacrificed a lamb, as if be cut off a dog’s neck 3 be that
offered an oblation, as if hbe sffered fuine’s blood ; or
be that burned incenfe, as if he bleffed an idol.—
Ifa. 1xvi. 3. . , .

I cannot omit one remarkable paflage of . fcrip-
ture, which 1s very exprefs on the prefent {fubjelt.
It is in Hag. 1i. 11—14. The ébearing of holy flo/b,
that 1s, of the f{acrifice, in a perfoi’s garment, and
the souch by that garment upon any other food or
fubftance, "qvonld not render thefe boly : but, on.the
other band, the touch of any perfon, who was him-
{elf unclean, by conta& with a dead body, would
communicate his ewn uncleannc{s to whatever was
touched by him. This ligure preaches a very {o-
lemn truth ; namely, that it 1s not bearing about
.with us in an outward profeflion (as in a garment
that may cover us) the holy name of Chrilt, or the .
ufing his own ordinance, exhibiting his holy flefh,

.. that will render us and our {ervices truly holy and
fanttified before God: but, though #4is- cannot
render us holy, yet the defilement of a dead bndy,
that 1s, fellowfhip with the world znd 1ts {piritual
death, or bcing dead ourfelves in trefpafles and
fins, will be fufficient enough to make any of us

b . and
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and all that we fay. or have, or do, unciean and
ofeniive in bis fght, Thus 1t was (as the Lord de-
clares}, with the formalitts and hypocrites among
his antient people; they, their «works, and their
offerings, were all polluted before him; becaufe
they fancied themfelves holy by mere outward at-
tention to things, which, without reference to the
thing fignified, could not make them holy ; while
they allowed themfelves to practife and to com-
" mune with other things, which, they knew well
enough, were far from the purity of heart and life,
expected from their holy profeflion. .

* Remember, then, that God is @ Spirit, and they
that wor/bip bim indeed, mufl aworfbip bun in [pirit
and in tratn, ‘They muft worfhip him in fzirit, or
with their mind and foul ; and in zruth, agreeable
to the intention and purity of his holy word.

" CHAP. XI

The Lord's Supper.

HIS holy {olemnity was inftituted by our
Lord, for a remembrance of his crofs and
paflion.

The fufferings and death of Chrift became the
great propitiation or atonement, to which the pafs-
over and all the other facrifices pointcd under the
law, and to which the Lord’s Supper and every
commemoration of it do now point under the gof-
pel.  The facrifices fhewed, that, avirhout foedding
of blued, and the blood which had infinite merit,
there is no remiffion of fins: ard the {upper teftifies, .
by 2 moft expreflive emblem, that Chrift’s body,
broken for ourfins and received by faith, 1s the
bread of our {piritual nourifhment, and that his
blood, poured forth and accepted with thank{-

giving, 1s the very life of our {ouls. Whofo eateth
my
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zy flefhs and drinieth my blosd, hatlh eternal life=—/tz

Javellerh in zee, and I in plm——rle 2Lz ocatcdh e,
Shall live by me.

Thefe words are fpirit and Jlife. They are, there-
fore, only to be{piritually underfiood. Chrift never
gave his real fleth to be eaten at the {fupper; -for
then bis difciples would have eaten him before he
{fuffered, and Fudasamong the reft; yea; he would
have eaten up himi{eclf. The church of Rome, there-
fore, which ftrangely maintains this unneceffury ab-
furdity, has wandered wide from our Lord’s pur-
pofe;, which was only to fhew us, that we muit as
much depend upon him jor the life and nourifh-
ment of our fouls, as we can live upon the outward
elements of bread and wine for the fupport of our
bodies; and thus we are to ¢ take and eat the
bread, zn yemembrance that he died for us, and to
feed upon him in our hearts by faith with thank{-
giving ;>’ and to drink of the cup, iz token that
we believe that Chrift fpilled his bload or life for
our fakes; and alfo that we, drinking of that blood
or life fo offered by him unto God, do live and
{hall live by him for ever. .

As the Romanifts have erred, fo all carnal Pro-
teftants err, 1n their notions of this matter. Some
of them think it a kind of pafiport or permit, by
the ufe of which, they may rank themfelves as
chriftians here, and enter at laft into heaven. Some
fancy I know not what virtae, in the bare reception.
of the {fymbols, upon a fick or dying bed. Thefe
do not confider, that faizh in Chri# is the only
.mean of receiving rhe thing fignified by this facra-
‘ment, and that the outward {ymbols were never
intended to create for any a fort of plea or right, or
-additional claim, or good work, by which, as from
fome hidden virtue in the {acrament alone, with-
out relation to or a living faith in what it betokens,

they

L



a2 e - - -

se SANCTIFICATION.

chey micht obtain God’s favour and heaven at Iaft,
chough ihcir hearts and {ouls are all the while car-
nal and dead in fin,  Such douot 72 1he ff:;{/f receive
the fucrament. INo unregenerate perfon can receive
it : Le ears mere bread, and he drinks mere wine;
but he eats itand drinks it (if grace do not finally
prevent) to his rown confufion, becaufe he does
_'not diftern the Lord’s Lody, which thefe were in-
tended to thew forth, as the objelt of taith to true
believers. <¢ The wicked, and fuch as are void of
a lively fairh, though they carnally and vifibly
prefs with their teeth the {facrament of the body and
blcod of Chrift, arein no wife partakers of Chiift;
but rather, to their condemnation, do eatand drink
the fign or facrament of fo great a thing.”’

As the facrifices under the law were often, yea,
daily, prefented, to keep up the conftant memorial
of what Chrift in the pafs-over was to believers, and .
to fhew forth, in piftures of blood, his {ufferingsand
death, till be bimfelf fhould come to fulhl all that was
revealed concerning him and our {alvation; fo the
frequent receptions of this facrament are appointed
for the fame end, and that we fhould have, often
before our eyes and always within our hearts, an
affectiqnate remembrance of his love in dying for
us, -and of the neceflity of our living only upon
him, that we may never die. Our very prayers and
praifes alfo are but the ftill more frequent references
to God concerning thefe facraments, and the things
fignified in them. We touch by faith (as it were)
the emblems in our minds, and from them appeal
unto God for the promifed blefling, through the
virtue of what they teftify. Our pravers and praifes
otherwife are huat dead founds, and unacceptable,
or rather, being faithlefs and wicked, are an abo-
mination 1o the Lord. We want thcele frequent ad-
monitions and memorials, becaufec we are always

PI'OHC
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orone to forpet.. The Jews had Fnve upou Iine, cind
drecept apon precept, With a Iarge and long fervige 25
things almoft conftantly before their eyes: And
yet, we know, how f{trangely they forgot God,
and departed from Inim. We chriftians have all
their {criptures, and {ome peculiarly our ownj
and we have found all things accomplithed by
Chrift, which were written in the law and prophets,
-and his own predittions fulfilled concerning the
Jews and other things, of which the fullett -evi-
"dence, that can fairly be required, is given us:
And yet, notwithftanding all this, how many are
there who name the name of Chriff, but-have none’of
his nature; or, rather, how few are the profefiors
wlio have ? It is calculated, that not one fifth part
of the inhabitants of the earth are chriftians by pro-
feihion ; but, alas! of that fifth,” how fmall 2 num-
ber, in a2 judgment of chirity, can we {uppofe to-
be real chriftians, chriftians in deed and in truth?
In our moft {erious congregations, how happy woulc:
it be, could we be {ure, that half of them were pof-
feffors, as well as profeflors, of the things of God.
I fhoulid be glad to dwell longer upon this im-
- portant fubjeét of the facrament of the fupper; but-
probably what I have now written may ferve to af<”
“ford -you fome juft apprehenfion of it. 'When you
. are older, I will give you to read fome further
Jthoughts of mine upon this fubject, which I have
committed to paper el{fewhere. In the mean time, I
muft defire you to ponder over, at convenient Opa
portunities, what 1s here laid before you; and if
you do not fully apprehend the matter at firft, have
confider it again, and afk for advice and inftruction.
I have read many books, which at firft ‘were too
much for me, but afterwards became eafy -enough.
I fay this to encourage you. God grant that you
may proceed in all thefe ftudies with his divine
G . @ Dblefling;



J'wmiﬁ;bﬂl'uﬁ%ﬁwarﬂmwu ™yl b

LT

F

Y g i —_——— . —

pa€. SANCTLTILIC AT IO,
MHleffing : and then they will turn out at laft to good!

B

ascount.  You wiil in that cafe never repent of
vaur labour, nor I of mine..

CHAP. X1i,

Conel 1f1072

E have now gone through a fhort fketch of
CREATION, REDEMPTION, and SAaNc-
TIFICATION, a5 begun, carried on, and ended, oy
the z/ree perfons in the divine "I'rinity; or JEHO-
VAH,FaTrsER, San,and HoLy GBosT, the oxE.
only living and true God, &y wbom are all things,
and to whbom are all things. [ pray this .great and
fovergign Logr p toblefs and fanétify yourunderftand-
ing by God the Holy Spirit, that you may know,.
. truly and experimentally, the redemption of God the-
* Son, and atlength be led to tle happy end of your
creation by God the Father. You will then under-
' ftand the theory or plan of true religion ; you will
then have obtained neceflfary learning and know-
ledge; you will then be brought into the ways of”
real wifdom and happinels, the end of which is fal-
vation for ever. | -

Finally, may dear child, what foezver things are rue,,
whatfoever things are honef?, or becoming, wwbatfo-
ever things are juft, whatfoever things are pure, wwbat-
Joewer things are fowely, avbatfoever things are of good’
report ¢ if there be any <wirtue, and if there be any
praife, think on thefe things. Thofe things avhich you:
hawve both learned, and received, and beard, and [icn:

in me, do; and %{w God (Jf peace be with you!l Amen..

7 0C 63

"y TH"E ENDL : | -

-
e
W T,



	cp2.pdf
	cp3.pdf



