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PREFACE.

| OD having been pleafed to grant me a fa«
mily of children, and fome of them now.

growing up towards the years of difcretion, 1
wifhed to lay a few ferious refle&ions before
them, which might be read at leifure, in private,
and which, through the divine blefling, might
promote the end of thofe converfations, which.
myduty and love have induced me at other times
to hold with them. I {uppofed too, that fuch a
thing as a little book, particularly addreffed to
each of them, might be received with the more
- attention, and be more carefully and frequently:
read, as a particular pledge of my regard; and
for this end, I have lefta blank for the name, to
be added-by the pen, at the head of the firftpage.
And I have alfo prefumed, that what might be
ufeful or acceptable to my own youne people,
might, if approved of by their friends, be not
difagreeable or ufelefs to others; and therefore
I have ventured to trefpafs on the world with this
lictle piece, which, if only the purpofe of it be
confidered, claims the candour and allowance
" of the pious and intelligent reader. . -

a2 I Founp



PR ELFACE
I found it more difficult than I at fir®t ap-
nrehended, - to go through a tafk of this kind, fo
as to bring down the high lubjeéls, of which I
treat, to the apprehenfion of young capacitices,
without too much degrading thofe fubjelts on
the one hand, or without perplexing the young
people on the other. Probably I have not fuc-
ceeded according to my wifh atlaft. Probably
therc are, from the very {ublimity of {fome things
mentioned, difficultjes, which, without further
afliftance, may be embarrafling ; and, efpecially,
as I mean this piece for a Catechetical Supple-
menty in which the method of bringing youth
into a juilt acquaintance with the New Tefta-
ment by means of the Old, is, fo far as I know,
“unattempted before, at leaft in the order of the
offices of the bleffed Trinity in the Godhead.
I muift take leave therefore to call upon thofe,
who think thefe papers worthy the attention of
them{elves or their children, to help me out;
and 1 believe, that I need not ufe many perfua=
fions to religious and affedtionate parents or
friends, to clear up important fubjeétsto young
perfons, or .to anfwer their queftions. If this
tract may lead thele only to afk {uch queltions
of the others; asmay tend to gain right inform-
ation; 1 fhall be ready-to hope, that neither
their trouble in anfwering, nor mine in writing,
will be entirely thrown away. ‘ :

I would hope too, that this little book may
net improperly be putinto the hands of fome fe-
rious grown perfons, who have not had the ad-

vantages of education, but who would be: glad of
| | T fome



PR EFACE.: o4

~ fome (though but thort) informations,refpedting

fubjects of the moft liberal, as I am fure they

will be concerning thofe of the moft lalting,
importance. Such will have the kindnefs to dif-
penfe with the form of the addrefs, originally
meant for younger perfons, and receive what
they can find proper for themfelves, though it
be (as it were) over the fhoulders of the others.
The papers were defigned for youths between
“ten and eighteen years, or upwards, the ages of
{ome of my children; though, I own, there are
feveral things in them, efpecially in the more
. religious parts, which may try the capacities of
older perfons, however beneath them fome other
refleCtions may be found. As I wifhed to lay
before them a general view of the principles and
doftrines of religion, I could not omit fome
truths, which, after all, may only be fit for more
advanced years and more eftablifthed underftand-
ings. It is probably impofiible, in writing uponn
fo comprehenfive a.fubjelt, to be entirely upon
the level with all: at leaft, I do not pretend-to
any fuch thing, but intreat the kind afliftance of
religious parents, and more able inftruétors than,
myfelf, to carry up or bring down the hints L have
fubmitted, according to themninds of thofe whom -
they may allow to read them. | |

I cannot conclude this preface without taking
the liberty of fuggefting, though to ferious per-
fons it may be quite unneceflary, that none of -
our endeavours or inftru&ions, however diligent
we may, and certainly ought to be, in employing
them, can be of any folid or lafting ufe, without

a greater
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a greater help than our ownjy and therefore I
gladly believe, that none of this charalter will
hefitate a moment to join their prayers with
mine, that God in thefe, as well as in all other
thinis maybe glorified, and that the young people,
committed by his providence to our charge, may
be edified and eftablithed 2 every good way and
work through CHRIST JESUs, ‘Amen,

. June 17, 1789,
| 1 OC 63
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CHRISTIAN PARLENT,.
| PART I. |

=
ADDRELSS Lo e
2o 1y dear : | S
MY DEAR CHILD, S R
QU have been' taught the firft principles of
knowledge, and are.now able to-underftand
and to refle€t upon many things. It 1s therefore pro-.
per for you-to feek for more and more inftruétion, .
and to lay up in your memory all the good leffons;
which you have received, or may yet have the happi-
nefs to learn, from your friends. Nothing is-for
delightful as true knowledge, as you will; -I hope;'
~ always-find for your comfort; and -1 will add, in"
- order toéncourage your enquiriés,fcarce anything is
more pleafant to a liberal mind than to teachthofe.
who are willing and glad to be taught. I-perfoiade
~myfelf, then, that you will have {fome pleafure in:
reading thefe fhort difconrfes,which I nowlay'before.
-you, and which I only mean fomra beginning or
fketch of the moft neceflary and important thoughts
and ftudies. ‘Thefe, I trult, you will. hereafter
“purfue,- throogh God’s “blefling, as your mind
gathers ftrength and underftanding ; and ifiyon are
pleafed and informed, whichI hope, from*th&#ood
fenfé God hath been pleafed td'give: you; will-be
the cafe, I fhall rejoice in.leading you, thaugh
it be but-one fhort ftep, from :that igndrance;and
¥ice, which are the rain of thoufands of - péoi'chil-
dren, and which- at laft-bring upénthem-fhame dnd
- ' A unbhappinefs,
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to come.

But, as all your pains and mine will be loft
without God’s blefling, let me defire you, both
before you read this little baok, and before all
your future {tudies, to make ufe of prayer. A fhor
prayer will lofe no time, but perhaps fave you a
great deal more trouble than you are now aware of,
{f you have no other, you may take the following
for your prefent afliftance. .

O blefled Llor b Govp Almighty, whoart all-aife and
all-good, belp me, I befeech thee, tyuly o hnows THER,
and alfo thy goodnels end wifdom #zz all things abous
me. Give me power to learn, and make me awilling and
Zlad 1o be taught, whatever may be right and ufeful

Sor myfelf, or through me _for others. O let me not be like
the brutes awithout underfianding, nor yet like the lovers
of wickednefs, whoknow not the path of wifdom. Blefs
me in my prefent reading, and fix in my beart fuch knew-
ledge of thee and of thy truth, both fr. s thy cword and
work , as may lead me wp, through thy continual belp,
2o “urther and greater attainments. And may I f#i{l be
growing in grace and in all meeknefs and bumblenefs of
mind, and at length receive the end of all knowledge and
inflrultion, even the everlafling bappinefs of amy body and
foul, through Jesus CBR1sT the Redeerner. Amen.

. C H A P- I-
Of G6OD. -
I Will hope, my dear child, you have both
underftood and ufed the: -foregoing prayer,—
‘We will now go on together .in confidering fome
things, whlch may an{wer the end of your defire,
and promote the happinefs you prayed for.
.. You prayed, my dear, to Gop~-Did you ever
think upon this folemn weord i—What js God ?—-

Can .

S R




CREATIOCN. 2
Can vou anfwer this queftion yourfelf2—Or-wouid
you with me to anfwer it for you ?—I wili believe,
that you would rather hear me at prefent concern-
ing this great point, than {peak upon it yourfeif.
The word Gonp ftands for the firlt of beings,
that is, the Beginner ofall things, by whom they
were made, and are preferved, and alio an{wer the
end for which they were made. For this reafon, he
calls himfelfthe CrRgaToOR, or Maker. Neither yau,
nor ¥, nor the earth, nor any otherliving creature,
upon it, nor the fun, moon, and ftars, which we fee
in the fkies, nor angels, nor heaven, nor any thing
elfe, could have been atzll, orcould continue to he
in the order and place they now hold, without the
creation and fupport of this'great and wonderfuf
Gob.  .Andhemade all thefe things out of nothing,
which is the true fenfe of c¢reating them, by the
greatnefs of his power. Nothing exifted or had,
a being fiom eternity but God ; though many he-
ings will exitt zo eternity by his appointment. "Fhus,
there was a time, when you were nothing. It is
but a little while fince youbegan tolive: and Ged
by his providence and.direétion gave you your
life. God alfo maintains and preFerves, the {ame.
life from day to day. For this purpofe he gives
you air to breathe, and food to noarifh you, and
cloathes to warm you, and a thoufand gdod things .
befides to make you healthful and happy. You
could not have made yourfelf; and I helieve you - -
‘are f{enfible, -that you cannot f{ypport yaurfelf,.
INor could your friends. hefore you. ‘They were.
fupported, through Gogd’s order, by others before;
them, and thofe eothers by others before, even.up.
to the beginning, when God made the firft ' man;
and woman, .and {ettled #his courfe of generations,:
following each other without interruption, and:fo 1o
praceed in contipuance tthe end.of the world,: . -
L ~ A 2 T2 'Fhis

*
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This 1s the frit notion, which I wifli you to
have concerning (Gop. If you underftand me
rightly, you will perceive, that this great gyrsT
Be1ng, muft have been, and 1s, Everlafting, Wije;
Good, Holy, Ifﬂpp oy, Perfedl, and dlmighty, A you
will alfo perceive, that all our bleflings, and the
powcer to enjcy them, come entirely from him, and
that we muft and ought to depend upon him alonc -
fcr every one of them now and for ever.

Upon the trué apprehenfion of this, I fhall glad]y
lead you on to the fubject of the next chapter.

CHAP. IL

Diwine Things knowit only by divvine Rewelation,,
ERHAPS, my dear child, you will wonder
how I came to -know any thing about God3;
becaufe nobody fees him, in the manner we fee one
another, and becaufe we often hear, that he dwells
in heaven, which is 2 high and holy place, far
beyond-our fight, and probably millions of miles .
from this earth on which we live. He dwells there
in 2 certain particular manner, though ]115 prefence
is every where, and fills all things.
It is true, I know nothing by my felf concerning
- God 3 nor could the wifeft men in the world have
ever found him out by their own underftandings.
You might fooner put St.-Paul’s church, or the
whole earth, into a.nut-thell, than apprehend God'.
truly of yourfelf, God knew that this-nuft be the:
cafe with you and me, 'and with all’ mankmd and
therefore hc taught or-infpired- fome gracious men
of old time all-the things, which were n’eceﬁ'ary for:
them and us to know and believe, concerning himfelf
and concerning the world about us. Thefe good men,:
fome of the firft of whom were called Puatriarchs,

that is greaz fathers, ox heada of families;, teaching.
- them

P



CREATIODM . s

- ¢hem the will of God; and {ome atter them, who
were called pgrophets, or_jeers, that is, perfons wha
were enabled by God to farctcf] or ferefie the mer-
cies which God had ordained for his people; and
iy apoftles, who were meffengers, or men feat of
(God, to declare the fulfilment of his truths and
promifes: Thele good men, I fay, were inftruéted
by God, and ordered to teach people the fure means
of life and peace. Thefe were (as I(aid) Zn/pired,
that is, received divine wi{dom from the Holy
Spirit, for the purpofe: And whatthey thus learned -
from him, they were direfted to write down for
the inftruétion of others: . They, therefore, wrote
that blefled volume,*called the Bible, that is, The
ook, becaufe it 1s the book of books, no osher be-
ing' like . it, .or hdving fuch wifdom or ufe, in the
world. It is alfo called zbe boly frriptures, that is, the
boly aritings, becaufe whatever is written therein,
came from (zod, and is to be read with awe and re-
verence by man. It 1s alfo named 2b5e word of God 3
beeaufe it contains God’s will, God’s promifes, and
God’s threatenings, all of which he will be true to
his word in performing. You are fenfible, that no
good manwill be worte than his word ; and furely
therefore GGod cannot.

Look over this book attentively.  You fee it is .
divided into two parts; one of which is entitled
the Old Téffament, and the other the New Zéfament.
The. firff of thefe, which s the larger, was writ-
ten by holy men.of God before the coming. of
Chrift into the world, who,was born of the virgin
NMary, now almoit 1800 y#ars ago; and - the fecond,
or {maller, by other haly.m"&n, afcer "Chrt: weng
up into heaven. OV this, and {fome other things,
we will talk hereafter. (It is proper, and may ferve
for the prefent, that you fhould know from whence
you and all others muft receive the only true know-
dedge you .can have of God, and what you are te -

A 3 expeck
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cxpeét from him, and what is your duty in.tlie
wosld. I'or, as you were not made for nothing,
nor came into the world juft to look about you, or
to play, or to pafs your time only for this earth,
and much lefs for evil and folly, or ruin, which is
the end of evil and folly; fo you ought to defire
to learn what God has to teach in his holy word,
and efpecially as he tells us nothing in it, butwhat
tends to make us both wife and happy.

Read the fcriptures, then, and mind what youg
read. If you cannot underftand fome things, fe.
member, there was a time when you underftood
nothing ; and what you now know was not known
all at once, but was known by degrees. I fpeak this
toenceourage ycu. Befides, your friends will be glad
to help you, as far as they can, whenever you fhall
afk them fuch queftions; as may be for your good
to be anfwered. I will only add, in this place, the
advice of the wifeft of men, which I muft beg yon
always to remember: Jdruff in the LorD wits - all
thine beart 3 and ledn unto thine own underfanding.
In all tFy avays acknowledge bim, and Be fhall direi?
thy patks. Prov.ii. g, 6.

CHAP, III

On the Pei-fens in the Godbead.

"TOLD you, my dear child, in 'a former chapter,
what 1 thought was the firft notion you can
properly have concerning God; and I bave alfo
affured you, that I had it from the {criptures,
What thefe fay further concerning God, I will
endeavour fhortly to fet before you; becaufe, in
the right knowledge of God, 1s contained the
right knowledge of every.thing elle, and becaufe,
" without this, we live for nothing or worfe than

nothing in the world.
" When
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When God revealed his name, he called him-
{elf JEHOVAH.  Thisname you have ofien feen,
and 1t fignifies, *¢ e thatis, and Lives cternally,
from himfelf, and by his own power, and thatgives
being and life to every thing elfe.’”” Remember
this, He is Lorp, or Rualer over alt; the Au.
thor and Giver of your life, and the cenfﬁang.—-Prc-
ferver of 1t. .

He is ONE God, and can be but ONE. ¢ There-
is no God befide ;’” as he himfelf {ays, in the firlt
commandment, He is not one, as each- of his crea-
tures is one, but 6ne in a manner peculiar or pro-
per to hmimfelf; concerning which we can know
nothing, but fo far as he hath been pleafed to in.
torm us. He, according to his own word, is One
in ‘Three, and Thitee i One; that 1s, there are
three perfons, €alled in the Bible, Fatber, Sor, and
Holy Gbaf?, or Spirit ;. and thefe three are, in the
fame Bible, called One God, or one Jehovah. Ido
not expeét you to apprehend fully at prefent, this
great and wonderful trath, which God hath given
us; but [ defire you, however, to keep it in mind,
as a truth which may be of the greateft confequence
to your future knowledge of divine truths, and
which is indeed the foundation of all that [ have to
fay. When you ufe the word Hallelu-yau, rememe-
ber- that you call upon others to join with you in
praifing this Jesovam (for it -means, ¢ Praife ye
Jah,” or << Jehovah,” wihich are nearly the fame},:
and that you defire, by that werd, to give ¢ glory
to the FaTHER,and to the Son, and tothe Hovy
GrosT,” inwhofe name youw were baptized, and
" by whom you have obtained prefent li?ti', ‘and can
alone hope for eternal {alvation.

A g CHAP.
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CHAP. 1V.

Os: Gop the FATHER, as CREATOR.

HE Lord. tells us in his word, that iz the .
. B begiuning God [i. e. the three Perfons in
the one jehovah] created the beaven and the earth,
(Gen.1.1. and in another place, that God created all .
¢hings by Jesus Curisty; Eph, iii. 9. by bim all
shings awsre created that -ave in beaven, and that are
in earth, wiftble and invifible, whether they be thrones,
or domintons, or principalities, or powers ;5 all things
avere created BY bim, and FOR bim ; And be is before
all things, and by him all things confiff, Col. 1, 16,173
and in another place, that the Seir1T of God moved
upon the face of the waters, Gen.i. 2. yiclding his
itfluence at the Creation of all things.

You fee, my dear child, by this account, which
God hath givenus, and God only could have given
it: and becaufe he hath given 1t, it muft be true,
for that holy being is too wife and too' good to lie
and deceive 3 I {ay, you fee by this account, -that
{father, Son, and Spirit created all things, as being
the onc God-Creator. And he created all for his
own glory, and to deal out his own goodnel(s for the
happinefs of his creatures. How ought you and
I then to love him, whohath made us what we are,
and given us all we enjoy ! He framed our bodies,
and he formed our minds. Thele, it we inquire
into them at all, are full of aftonithing wonders;
and the more we inquire, and the more we can
perceive, the more attonifhing do the wonders ap-
pear. And when we rightly fee his marvellous
works, and bouniiful deiigns, under any form or
in any manncr, they at once, from their contrivance,
raife our furprize, and for their kindnefs demand
our praife: Aund the more we fearch into them, the

more.
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more wife and precife do they all appear, which
is far:from being the cafe with the little works of
his creatarcs.  When we come mto the deepelt {e-
crets of buman wifdom, the charm is at an end :
but whether we dive into.the greater orlefler works
of Jehovah; avhether we bhehold.the outward difs
play of fkill; or the inward exaétnefs of perfedtion;
all tends . to.amaze us,-and ftrilce our minds with
awe, {o as to make us.ery out in rapture, #las
kath:Gad <vroygor:l- .. | .
;. Lietaus take:a. {light view together of fome of .
God’s. works,: which are the:true fubjets of human
knawledge.and learning: and I will-try to {fpeak of
them very:plainly, that you may underftand what L
mean pon{aipleafasit a matter..
T P A T . S
SPUIAL S CHAP. V. =~

TR UL TRV S .
.98 2he flary, Heavons.
%7 OU ‘have- often been out in the open air after

" thei{um has . been fet, and. feen multitudes of

what.are called ftars, glittering throughout the fky.
Thefe are-very diftant -from. us,- more diftant per-
haps-than. you'have-ever. imagined. -A.million of
miles 1s:a longsway. for yauandme ; nay, ourfelves-
are: fo Jmall,f.thdt we-cany {chrce be {een at little
- inore.thanithe. diftance: of -2 - mile in the cleareft
day; buwra million of mijlions is-a.fhortline, com-
pared-with; -the.diftance- of fome of .the ftars from
each other,,-or'from us.- -kt is this-diftance which.
makes .thefe: flars. appear..fo- {malk toius 5. . though:
manyiof thiemara-larger than the earthwe live on,
by many thoufand times.. ‘The fun i3 reckoned:hy
fome; 110: ber af lealf a-millionof times bigger. than:
thé:eanths. apd;to -be:above ningty millions -of osr °
males.diftant: from dt.x—1 fancy, you:are furprized,.
any. dear s bug let: thisyaftnefs Qf things: lead. yon:

-

o A 5 £ ¥
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to admire the grentnefs of ed, Thele, though

immeniely great, have a bound, a certain compais,
which may be meafured ; but he is unbounded, and
of hisbetng, in any and every {enfe, there is no end.
The ftudy of the heavenly body is. called 4/#ro-
ziomy 5 a Greek word, fignifying. the law or order,
which Geod hath given to the ftars; and the peos
ple, who ftudy this law or {cience particularly, are
therefore called affronomers. ‘ :
Thefe ftudious people tells us, that, in this mag-
nificent fabric of the heavens, there is a {yftem or
order of bright ftars, the neareft of any others to
us, which form a vaft circuit, one within another,
like fo many rings or circles; and that thefe are in
continual motion round the fun, which is in the
center or middle of the whole. ‘They have namcd
thefe planets, which word fignifies mevisg or warn-
dering orbs, or balls, becaule they are always mo-
ving in their feveral orbits or circles, round their
center the fun, from whom they receive all their
light, as you know we do upon this world. . They |
call them by the following names; Mercwry, ¥ enus,
Mars, Fupiter, Satarns to fay nothing of the Geor-
gium Sidus, a planet, faid to be newly difcovered at
a vait diftance, about which the aftronomers them-
felves are niot agreed ; or of the fixed flars, which
are by fome fuppofed to be funs at immenfe difs
tances, with planets, or globes,” too remote to be
feen by us, whirling around them continaally.
What a furprizing account do aftronomiers :give
us of their fze and diffance! 1 will put-down their
calculation in a table, that yon imay confider it with
more attention. - . ' o |
I do not mean to fay, that there is no difference
in the calculation of ingenious men, or to affirm,
that any of them are certainly true; but I only
Rate-the current opinion, of which you onght not'
. to
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to be ionorant. The difficulties of obfervation ren-
der a perfeét exaétnels almoft impofiible; and the
difference of a few feconds of time, or of a point
in the angle of the eye, or in the focus of 2 tele~
{icope, in an obfervation, will ¢create a variation of
millions of miles in the vaft expanfe of the heavens.

’ Miles.
‘The Sun 1s in diameter, or thicknefs 764, 300.
Mercury - - - - - 2,400
Venus - - - - -~ 75000
The Earth - - - about 8,000
Mars - - = - . 45500
Jupiter -~ - - - - 81,000
Saturn = - - - - ~ 68,000.

'Their diftance from the fun, their center, has
been calculated as follows:

S . Millions of Miles..
Mercury -, - - above 36
genus,i e, - - - - 68

arth . -~ |~ =« - -
Mars - - - - - Iﬁ.
Jupiter - - - - - 492
Saturn - - > - - QO3

Of thefe amazing works and their order, ac«
cording to the opinion moft in vogue, I have
thought it right to give you 2 hint, that you may-
fee what reafon. you have to ftand in awe of that
great God, who madeall, and who upholds all, (as
the Bible tells us) oy the «vord of bis power. I
hMope, you will be able to confider, ere long, that,
in a very fublime and important {enfe alfo, and
according to the philofophy of the Bible; God
barkh effablifbed bis truth in the bearvens. 'They were

.wnade for figns and for takens of Rhis invifible glory,.
When you underftand them rightly, you will per-.
¢eive, that they are not vaft colle@ions or monu.

A6 ments
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ieats of dull matter only, ‘but lively piftores of
fpiritual things, which convey thoughts to the foul
through the outward {ferfes. In the mean time,
let me defire yoa to read the eighth Pfalm, with.
thefe refleftions in your mind ; and when you come .
to the third verfe, aflk yourfelf 1f David had not;
reafon to fings Hhen I confider the beavens {Qe
Lorp) the: ok of thy fiugers, the moon and tie flars
which thou haff oi: fczmed What s man, that thow art

qu’ﬁzl of /fvzm_, and the _/&:: y" mars, szar thon vift rcﬁ
G @ |
CHAP. V[. - ‘f‘

-

The fame Subjels continued.

I HAVE given you a hint or two concerning the
cammonly received opinion of the ftars or pla~

néts, which are neareft to this- globe of earth ‘on-
which we live: :But there are others of great fize
and diftance, which the aftronomrers cail‘fxed' ‘KRars,
becaufe-they change their fitnation very httle, or
not at-ail, 1n our-view,-and, from their twinkling
picrciag - l:ght, (for the planets have a ddller and.
more fteady llght) are-imagined to be funs, like oar
funs, fending forth rays to fome dark worlds about
them. - Then‘ vaft diftance is almioft inconceivable
by man, The neareft of the fixed ftars has beem
computed by fome aftsonomers to ‘Ue "at’leafti:an:
hundred thoufand times: farther from: us,; than, we:
are from .the fun; confequently, this'ditance muft
be many hundred thouﬁnd millions’ of - milgs.: If
- a cannon-ball were to fet out fromi the-carth,  as
fpeedily as “from the mouth. of 2 cahfion, and. tox
continue on_at the fame pace in a-ftrait line, it-has:
been calculated, that it would be above fix: -handred.

thoufand years, m its paflage to: the nea-reﬁ Qf t,hefc:'
flars. . AN

. My déar chﬂd ,whnt aﬁomﬂurtg.gmndcﬁr 18 hcre..n.
. What
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What Immenfity ! What glory ! And yet all this'is
finite, all hath a bound, and therefore is not {fo much
to the greatne(s and majelly of Godas a fmall grain
of fand is.to all the fars and all their diftances. put
rogether. What tongue can utter, what thought can:
conceive, rightly, of fuch {ubjects as thefe! And
how much lefs of the Maker ¢t them !—Should not
this teach.us humility? Should not whar he has.
done, awe us.into obedience concerningtall thathe
has faid.? . Who by. his own fearching canfind:out
God ¢ Who can know' him, with any poflible cer-
taisty, bwut by his.own revelation or atd 2.5 1 .2
CHAP. VIIL S TR
Of the Edrib. e

SHOULD with pleafure have gone favther in'the
t1aft difcourfe, .but through.fear of - ‘givigg’ youw
perplexity.- Ef I have. raifed however an anxiogs
wifh in you to know. more of this matter, and efpe-
cially if you.had been led to think withimoré awe
and f{olemnity ‘of the great Creator; ftis.all.that'l
defigned for the prefent. When you grow: older,
and fhall: bavé obtained other lower -branches -of
learningy 'youwill be able,;with -more eafcand {atifs
fadlion;’ to. raife up your thoughts. to the ftudy of
this. I:fhall be glad if the hint of 24is:may urgeiyou
to piofecute abofe'with. the more diligence:angiat-
tenition, S S S Tt S SN
v The-earth,: you.live upon, more properly-at this
fime concerns you. - The knowledge -of our own
world is a fubjeét of pleafant and eafy_purfuit, at
leaft:the general knowledge.of itand of its'vaFidus
circumdtances. - 'The {ciencé of  ‘this our planeti-i3
generally ﬁy%ﬁ@eégr@&jf which means'a défcrigy
tion. or mccodnB of the earth. It is rather an amufe-
meht to enlargéphe mind, thana {tudy.to f'at:igu's_.e:[-‘iﬁ:;
M ' - c

- t
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"The earth is not a2 plane, or flat piece of ground,
as the antients {uppolfed, but a globe or ball, about
twenty-four thoufand miles round. You have
heard of Captain Coot and others®, who have.
failed forwards from one point or place, till they
came round again to the place they f{et out from;
which could not have happened, if the earth had
not been in the thape of the globes, which you have
feen in the fhops. It moves through the air, carried
on and fupported in a mechanical order, framed by
God Almighty, with aftonifhing {wiftnefs, and {o
goes round the funin 365 days, and thereby forms
the year 3 and it moves, like a wheel, round it{elf, in
z4 hours, thereby forming a natural day. Where
the parts of the earth are turned in fucceflion to-
wards the {un, from which (as we obferved) both
it and the other planets receive their light, there
it is day ; and where the reft is turned in the fame
order from the {un, as muft always be the cafe, there
it is night. Thefe motions meafure all our time.
Seven complete turnings round of the earth, or days,.
form a week ; four weeks a month; and thirteen.
fuch months a year, or nearly 365 days. Again,
for .convenience, we have artificially divided the
day into twelve parts, called hours, and the night
into twelve more, making in the whole twenty-four.
And the hour is divided again into fixty {paces,
or minutes ;. and each minute further into fixty
feconds, which is the fmalleft motion of time we
reckon. Every body knows, of what confequence
thefe reckonings of  tume are to us; but we could

-~y
L

% Swrllety’s compendium of voyages, in 7 vols. 12mo. isa
proper and pleafing worlke for young people, by way of introa.
duftion to the knowlcdge of diffexent countries. 14 this
there are accounts of feveral circuminavigators, or perions
who have failed round the world. Thix colle@ion may be
accompamigd with Gurbries Geographical Grammar,

| ' 5ot .
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not meafure our time at all, if God had not caufed
¢he earth to move both round itfelf and round the
fun; nor meafure it exadtly, if his wifdom and
power had not ordained a precile exadinef(s in that
and in every other thing. Nothing perf&&t isirre~
gular. The earth doth not move cut of its ap-
pointed courfe, vaft as that courfe or ring is, fo
much as an inch; nor, fo much as a moment, i
either quicker of flower in its courfe; though it
paffes on through the air'at the rate of {everal thou-
fand milesin an hour. My-dear child, what matter.
or aftonifhment is here! O learn to wonder, and
to adore 'the wife and mighty God, who- hath fo
perfeétly and exaétly made all thefe things!

CHAP, VIIIL e
The D;‘cvfﬁarr.i' of the Earth, :

HE divifions of the earth, fo far as they res
late tb geography as a {cience or fludy, are
the artificial and the warural. ~ o
The artificial divifions are thofe inverted and
{uppofed by geographers; for the more- ready and
exact underftanding of the. earth’s feveral parts:
The natural divifions are ‘thofe ‘which are formed
. by providence, -fuch as continents; -iflands; oceans,
feas, and thelike. =« ... -~ o
We will fpeak firft of the drrificial divifions, -and
of thefe as little 'as can poflibly ferve my purpofe,
which is to give you a general notion of the CREA
w108 of God, in order to raife up your thouphes
to him in this view, and to prepare your mind to
confider him in a yet more endearing relation.

. You fee feveral lines or circles drawn upon tha
furface of yonder globe,whichiscalled the zerrefrial;
or earthly globe, becaufe it reprefents the earths
‘Thofe lines arc "dzawn by the artof geagrapl"n%rf
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The remarkable one, which runs round the middle,
is.named the. equazer, becaufe it equally divides the
clobe into two parts, and s equally diltant from
the two points,- one above,: and-the other beneath,
which arctermed .the  goles, becanfe. on- them: the
world turns, asa wheel.upon its axle, . The npper
part, abovetheiequator; i1s called the.northen he-
mifphere, {i.e. half-fphere,-or half-globe) and the
upper point, the/north pole. :; The- lower . part.1s
the fouthern hemifphere, wich the foath pole be-
neath it. | ‘The eguator is alfo called the.sgainodtial
line, or line-of equal night; becaufe when;;the fun
is over it, which:happens twice in.the;year; ths
night is every where equal in'length to -the; day..
You fee alfo two circles of double lines above
the equator, and twa heneathi; The {paces between
thefe circles, are called zones, that 15, .belts or gir-
dles, becaufe they encompafs the 'globe, as a girdle
{urrounds a man. Of thele you may perceive, therz
are five. ; The middle one, taking in:both fides of
the equator, is the torrid or hot zone; within which
are.the -warmeft glimates in the woérld., The. next
to this.zone abowe;: and the next heneath it,. form
the temrperate or mild zones, in which the .moft
healthful and-aggeeéble;climates: are, placed, -and.
where .you, will -fnd; your :own country.,. France}
Italy, Greece, and the moft delightful regions, upon
carth. 'The'two  other.zones, fuirounding _thofe
parts.of the earth, which take.in. the poles,:ars
the frigid or cold zones, and for-the molt part in.
clude countries and tracts; {o.frezen,. that you and
1,, and all people wbo live- in milder, {pots, could
not be able to epduse them. - And: ysty {uchis ths:
' goodnefs of God, all- thefe diffetent, climatesiare
become,- through long hgbit, very: naturaland-deh
firable to; thofe. who live in them, infomuch: that
very few, -of any:one: country:ase willing: to ledve



it ‘altogether for another. I have been told, that
fome Laplanders were onct offered a paflage to
England, and to be paild well during the Iittle time
they were to be here, with an affurance of a {peedy
paflage back again; but {would you believe 1£?) -
they heard the propofal with horror, and could not
endure the thought of leaving their own country,
though 1t is almoft always covered with ice and
fnow, without our comfortable food and houfes,
upon any confideration whatever*. Nay, I remems.
ber to. have read in the works of .a learmed man;
profeflor Kal/iz, born in that very cold 'country
Swederz, who had travelled through the beit parts
of the world, and into England befides, that, after
all his obfervations, and upon the moft {fober and
deliberate choice, he preferred living: in Sweden
beyond any country upon earth. This feems per-
haps a little ftrange; but L have kgpwn as.odd. a
‘choice here at home, which fome”have made 1n
preferring winter to {ummer, and the long cold
nights to what they have been pleafed to term ¢¢ the
hideous long days.”> You will perhaps.be lefs fur-
prifed, when [ tell you, that this tafte was formad
upon the principles of the gay world, which is al-
ways for inverting oy turning upfi ie:down the works
and order of God,-and puttivg in their ftead fome
hurtful contrivances of man. Bat, to proceed, [ hope
you will Iéarn to fee, not the will of man only, but
the -providence of God in this love of particular
countries; for if all inen were of one mind and.-.
taite, and chafe therefore any one pirticular part of
the earth as the only beft or only good, all the other
pacts would be left barfen - axd untilled, while the

% Sae PVhicloche's Swedifh embafly, vol. . p. 442, An eh=
tertaining account of a voyage to Swiden upon ftaté affairs,
full of wife and ferisus vefletions,

*._ " | “fingle
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fingle one would be too much crowded, either fo#
their happinefs or fupport. The people in all coun-
tries obtain through habit, a conftitution according
to them ; and this anfwers God’s purpofe of cover-
ing the earth with inhabitants, who by labour and
trade may yield advantages to each other. England,
forinftance, doesnot produce the fugarand tea which
you enjoy for your breakfaft; but China and the
Weft Indies yield them in great abundance; and
they are glad to part with thefe for many things;
which we have here, and can very well fpare. By
this exchange of things, which are for the good of
all fides, one fet of people, or nation, 1s made
comfortable by another; and good-will prevails, or
fhould prevail, amongft men, however diltant their
htuation be fromx each other. When youfitdownin
the morning to eat, how thankful oughr you to be,
that God’s good providénce hathfoordered ix, that
many hands have laboured, and poflibly are labourx
ing ftill, to treat you with tea, in the furthermofy
part of the world, that is, Chira; many others in
the Weft-Indies, to procure for you the fugar; and
many again in bringing it home over the feas, or
preparing it for your ufe! Remember, my child,
this 1s God’s defign, and men only perform what
he permits or.intends. While they labouar (as they
think) for themfelves, they labour for him and for
others. Be humbly grateful then to your great
~ Benefaétor for his mercies, both for thofe I hadve
‘mentioned, and for many more that I can eafily
mention, and think what he has done, i1s contino
ally doing, and (as we fhall confider hercafter) has
promifed to do, for you and for me, if we truft in,
and ferve bim.. Think of this, and pray for grace
to be truly thankful. - For it is thanEfulneﬁ which
gives the higheft relifh. to all our enjoyments, and

1s indeed the very perfeCtion and crown of them.
| it

i
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I: is the happinefs of heaven itfelf. All are happy
there; .and they fhew that they are fo, by bemng
exceedingly thankful and full of praife. ‘

CHAP. IX.
- Otber Diwviftorns of the Earth.

WE have {poken of the imaginary or artificial
divifions of the carth; and we come now
to fpeak of the nararal. - ’ .
The great nataral divifions of the earthly part of
the globe are continents, 1flands, peninihés;"iﬁhé
mufes, and capes or points of land that ran ouat far
into the fea: The divifions of the watery parts are
oceans, {eas, bays or gulphs, lakes, ftraits, rivers, &c.
There are four continents, or pgreit thefles of
land, called 4fta, Europe, Afiica, and America; and
indeed under thefe four names all the globeis it
prefent divided. R
Iflands are furrounded by water, and {o are fe-
parated from the above four continents properly.
‘There are many of thefe of a'large fize. We'think
our ifland of Great Britain a great one, and {o in-
deed 1t is, and the greateft in Europe. But there
are feveral much larger in the world. New Hol-
land, where Botany Bay is fituated, is the largeft
upon the globe, and nearly as extenfive as all Eu-
rope. Berneo, Madagafcar, and fome others, are
of great magnitude, and exceed our own country
in fize; but they have not half our mercies: We
have far greater temporal as well as {piritual bleff<
ings, than the inbabitants of thefe countries, and -
fo arg bound to be more thankful than they arc,
or indeed (unhappily for them) know.how to be. °
Peninfulas are pieces of land almoft but not quite
. furrounded with water., Yoii will fce many of thefe
in a map of Scotland. : '
Ifthmules
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ihnaofes are narrow nechs of land, which join

greater portions of countries together. TheCrumea
and the Morea, as you {ee in the map of LEurope,
care joined to the continent by very_extraordinary
ones. Upon the ithmus or neck of the Morea,
ftood the fam-us city of Corinth, which had two
ports, one on each fide of the ithmus, cailed Le-
ch and Cenchraza, which lait 1s mentioned in Adte,
xviii. 18. and Rom, xvi. 1. as the place where tie
primitive church of that city was fituated.
- Qceans are the largelt bodies.of water upon the
globe. Some of thefe are feveral thoufand miles over,
You fee upon yonder map the Atlantic ocean. It
is very large, and reaches, for aught we know,
from pale to pole; but ttisnot near fo large as the
Pacific, or great Southern ocean, where Captain
7 alli; found out Otabeite, from whence Queiah, one
of "ghe inhabitants, was -brought to England; a
Poor ignorant creature, who was, after a confider-
able flay, {ent back as ignorant, but perhaps more
wicked and unhappy than he was before. It he had
been inftruéted in che Chriftian religion, and efpe-
cially if proper affiftants had returned with him,
what a blefling might it have been to thoufands of
brutiih favages, who now lie benighted in error?
Seas are fefs than oceans, and for the moft part-
arc bounded by countries not far alunder, -The
Mediterranean fea, and the Irith {ea, may give you
a notion of thefe large pieces of water. .
Bays or gulphs, are {uch as the bay of Mexico in
yonder map, which you {ee, excepting one part, 1s
very much or nearly furrounded by land.
Lakes are like ponds, but of vaft. fize. There
are {ome very great cnes in North America. ..
Straits are narrow paflages of water between one
{ea and another. Leok yonder at Gibralar, You
{ce it is fisuated upon a little pafs; and it is for;nid
' b
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by a high rock, which France and Spain endea-
voured 1n the Jate war to take from -the - Englifh,
bat in vain., It was God who did not-permitithem
to, take it from us; -though we aré too often apt-to
forget his protefion, and to think that our owd
ikill and ftrength do all the bufipefs.; ¢ © = "
I hope thefe fhort informations will not tire you.
- They are all neceffary to be remembered, if-you
wifh to know, awbas the world 1s, abere you are
upon it, and for what end. ' — |

1

- | ~ <]
[/ CHAP. X.
The Inbabitants of the Earth.

TE have' been confidering the world, and it

will ‘be right to think a little conceming

its inhabitants. | . - _
- The fcripture-tells us, that God bath made of one
blood all siations vf ‘men. T heir form is the fame con-
fequently, and fo are the natural powers of their
minds. They fpeak, they reafon, they at, allow-
ing for fome accidental differénces, in the fame
way. The differences of colour came by differences
of climate; and their differences of language were
occafioned by fin®*. I have no doubt, that the ne-
- groes would lofe their dark colour, in a coMd cli-
mate, in the courfe of feveral generations; and that
the white people, living in jome Earts of Africa,
in like manner, would become dark. We fee fair
- peaple, who have been, in India, take the firft fhade
cf-brown ‘or tawny; “‘and,were their poflerity. to
continue there, ‘1t s more than probable that they
would increafe’ in fable. * As there is a likenefs 1
* See Gen. xi. and fee alﬁi:: n;“; excellent Tra€t upon the
fubje of this chapter, written by Dr. ‘Samuel Sinith,.of Pbi-
lddelpbia, and republifimd in Londin - .
T - families,
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families, {6 there is alfo in nations. And the like-
nefs to cach other is the ftronger, the more they
have bzen unm)xed with other people. I mention
this, to guard you againft the opinions of fome
writers, whodare to difbelieve God, and who pre-
tend, that there are almoit as many different {pe-
cies or kinds of men, as there are of beaflss But
the Bible aflures us, that God created one man and
one woman at the beginning, and that from thefe
two fprang all the inhabitants of the garth. Zor
had her name from being the Mother of aLL
LiviNG, Gen. ni. zo. -And there 1s one ftanding
fact, which ferves to confirmit, if any confirmation
were neceflary, which 1s, that there have been
handed down from age to age, many great truths
and hiftories, mare or lefs, among all nations, {fuch
as the dofrine of facrifices and of the Trinity, the
hiftory .of the flood, - &c. which traditions could
never have happened, if mankind had not been de-.
rived from one common ftock, though afterwards
fcattered abroad over all the face of the earth. It
was_ fin which drove man from Paradife, and fe-
parated him from his God; and it was fin which
forced men from the bonds of amity and muatual
afliltance, and taught them to wander for the peaca
they never found, all over the world.

CHAP. XI.
The warious Nations of the Earth.

WHEN you come to the ftudy of geography,
- more particularly than it is my defign you
fhould do at prefent (for I only meant to give you
hints of this knowledge in thefe papers); it will be
a great delight to you, [ believe, to he acquainted
with the accounts, which travellers and navigators
have given us, of the feyeral nations whi_ch'jphab}it

e ] “the
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the globe.  This ¥s the feundation of all hiftesy,
Indeed, every one part of lkknowledge is neceflary,
or ufeful to another; and none but dunces or filly
pecople, who have no tafte for the beft fort of plea-
fures, the pleafures of the miad, are afraid of know-.
ing too much of what is good and profitable. I
{hould be very forry to perceive this low, gravelling,
illiberal difpofition in you ; and I hope you will be
{fo much your own friend, as to ftruggle againft any
thing of that fort, if you fhonld happen ta feel it.
in your mind. . .
. "This country of England or Britain, was formerly
the abode of people, who, for their ignorance-and.
brutal manners, may well be called favages. They
patinted cheir kins with oil, to keep out thecold;
and they hunted over the country, which was .then:
all wild, or covered with trees, for game to live
upon. As they knew nothing of tilling the ground,.
this hunting fupplied their fubfiltence. It is not two
.thoufand years ago, fince a great warrior among
the Romans, julius Czfar, endeavoured to conquer
the Britons, and to bring them into {ubje&tion'and:
order. ‘Thefe Romans, who, fome ages before, were
as great barbarians themfelves, had many battles:
with them, from time to time, and at laft capfed
them to fubmit: Bat, afterwards, having enough
to do to keep their own ‘country from the invafion
of ather barbarians, they gave up this; and: then
the Saxons, a people from Germany, came over,
and, in a fhort cqurfe of time, drove the antient
Britons into Wales, which being ‘a mouptainous
country, the Saxons could not expel them from i3
and fo they and their pofterity have remained thexe
to this day. After the Saxons had eftablifhed them-
{felves, they quarreiled with each other ; and fome
of them invited the Danes, from a country called
Denmark, to come over and help in thcir_bzit'ifﬁg.

18
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This the Danes readily azreed to;™ but took occa-
fion to fcttle here when they were come, as the
others might have expeéled, had they been wife.
The Saxons were foon weary of this new people,
and ftrove- to fend -them home again; and many
drecadful battles were fought upon this account.
But, at laft, the Danes got a {ure footing, and
finally the kingdom itfelf. "They did not, however,
Lkeep it long; for William the Norman, called the
conqueror, -brought over an army, difpoflefled the
Danes, after the great battle of] H_Iaﬁings, and filled
the chief eftates of the country with his.people,
- whomhe brought over with him.: Since hts time;’
which is above feven hundred years ago, there have
been no cohquefts of thivcountry by foreign na-
tions, though there have been frequent wars, and
fome called cjwil wars, (that is, wars between the
{fame countrymen) among ourfelves. -
- ‘Thus, you fee} my dear, that-this nation is a
compounded or mixed people, confifting of Britons,
Romans, Saxons; Dancs, -and Normans; to whom
might be added large multitudesfince brought over,
by trade and peace, of Scots, Irifh,Germans, French,
and many -other nations. The divine providence
has ordered all thij for good. :“The mixture of na-
tions has made a.more free intercourfe or fociety in
the-world;-and- this has produced trade to fupply
each other’s wants; and this trade has made them
all more eafy and comfortable in their circum-
flances than they were before. When you read fich:
things ds>thefe;’ endeagour to underftand- them
rightly, that'is'by viewing the government of God:
m every event 5 ‘and you will perceive, ‘that it 1s he
who ““orders the unraly wills and affe@ions of fin-
ful men® to bring about ‘defigns, which they them-
felves: mever fo much-as thought of, -or intended.
‘Thuss the'condquefts of the Romans paved the v.?y-‘
- - ofr
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for the wide publication of the gofpel of Chrik
{con afterwards, which would, {o far as we can fee,
have met with many more difficultics from the un-
civilized f{tate of ignorance and brutality in which
many nations lay, if thefe conquefts had not been
permitted, to reduce them £ ¢ivil knowledge and
order.

I have been the more particular in the account of
your own country, becaufe it 15 your own, and be-
caufe therefore you ought to know the-more con-.
cerning it. The other nations of Europe, .at this
prefent time, are the Germans, the Poles, Hunga.
rians, Ruflians, Swedes, Danes, Dutch, Flemings;
Switzers, Brench, Spanlards, Por.ugueze, Italians,
Grecks, Turks, and many other {maller claffes or
tribes of people, more or lcfs united to, or depen..
dent upcn thefe=.

It would lead me from my chief defign to dwell
upon the feveral nations; and therefore. when you
are inclined to know more concerning -them, I

would refer you to Guthric’s Geographical Gram-
mar, which will. give you a very good account,
at leaft {o far as is neceflary to open to.your yiew
the grounds and beginnings of -this pleafing and

# The want of a little knowledge 1n geugmphy has run
eveiifome people of note into great blunders. Bithop. Burnes
mentions a fecrctary of ftate in his days, who was amazed
when {ome forcign minifters talked to him about the.circles
of Germany, not imagining what circles had to do with affairs
of ftate. Almoft any body cnuld have told him,. that the
were divifions of the German empire fo called.’ But thisis -
nothing to the judge, whom M. Bulzac -mentions in his
Ariffippus, who was perfuaded to believe, that the Morea
was the country of the Moors, and who, loolsed a wholc day
in the map for Demecratia and Ariffocrazia, and was troubled
not to find them there as well as Dalmatia and Croatia. 1 ‘ve-
member a fecretary of ftate; dead hot” many years {ince,: a*ul.
once an ﬂmbnﬂ'ﬂdnr, who- infifted upon it, that the F:ﬂklun&‘
tﬂands were fituated inthe South Sea.

B | Proﬁtablc
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profitable ftudy. When you have read this gram.
mar, your mind will be prepared to take up fome
larger hiftories, and particularly {fome fuller ac-
counts of your own country, which country by all
means you ought to begin with, and then procced
in dae order to the reft.

When you have gone through the hiftories of
the European nations, it will be time for you tolook
over thofe of Afia, and the other parts of the world;
but efpecially to ftudy the hittory of the Jews,
God’s firft chofen nation, asrecorded in the Bible,
and explained by other dauthors. And, to render
the whole more ufefol to you, to thefe may be
added fome chofen books of voyages and travels,
(2 compendium of which I have already mentioned
to begin with) which both in!orms us of the nature
and Produ&inn_s of the cqQuntries, as well as of the
manners and cuftoms of the people who inhabit
them. And the knowledge of thele ought always
to accompany each other. |

CHAP. XIL

The Introdultion of the Chriffian Religion into Britain.

A UTHORS are much difagreed about the per-

\ A fons by whom, and the time when, the chrif.

tian religion was brought over hither. T he'ancient

Britons had it among them, mofi certainly, within
a few ages after Chrift. ‘T'he Saxons, who were
heathens, or idolators, in driving the Britons from

- great-part of the land, drove alfo the chriftian re- -
ligion with them. Gildas, an old Britith writer,
tells us, that God permitted thefe troubles upon the
Britons from the Saxons, becaofe the Britons had
corsupted their profefion of religion by falfe doc-
trines and wicked pra&ices; and thefe ufually go.
together. Sin is always hateful to God; and fin
. among
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ameng profcflors of the true religion, whooughtte
know and do better, muft certainly be morc hateful
than among others. In the courﬁ; of a few ye rs,
the conquerine Saxons were brought from hea-
thenifm to chriftianity : And chefe alfo, through
the corruption and wickednels -which too fogn
prevatled among them, were in their turn over-
whelmed by the Danes, great heatheas, great bar-
barbarians, and great idolaters. In a courfe of time,
thefe Danes madea profeflion (fuch as it was)-of the
chritian faith; - and, laftly, the Normans, who
came in with the conqueror, were already profeflors
of chriftianity. So that from the cime of the Danes,
the rcligion of Jefus Chrift, thougzh mingled with
many corruptions, and held in much ignorance for
the moft part, and over-run particularly witherrors
by the.church of Rome and others, . was the -pre-;
vailing ‘profeflian " in  Britain to .the reforma- .
tion. This reformation of corrupt dotrines ani
practices took place in Germany under Luther about
the year 1§20, (though long before defired and at-
tempted’ by Wickliffe and others) and in a few
ycars made its way over into this country, though
it was not properly eftablithed here till the time of
Edward VI. who hegan to reignin 1547, Con-
cerning all this, I fhall hereafter refer.-you to
Sleidan’s Commentaries, ‘and. particalarly to Bp.:
Burnet’s Hiftory of the Reformation. T
. When you read the hiftory of England, I would.
wifh youo to note the Zases of all the greatevents or
fa&ts, without which youn will neveruaderftand them
thoroughly. This puttang down of dates is called’
chrazclogy, that is, an accountof time ;' and without

the tirze avben, as well as the placs awbere, there can. ..

be no good hiftory; no, nor.even gcod informa=

tion upon the fubje@ of a common ftory..

Ba . . CHAP.
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CHAP. Xl

Some Account of Natural Lhings. ~

VE have been difcourfing of the world and
of its people; and it will be.now proper,

in asfhort a way asl can, to fay fomething to you
of the produaftions or things which live or grow
upon it. 'This is called natural biffory, or hiftory of
nature; a word, which means, or {hould mean, the
order, place, ufe, and the like, which God hath
appointed to every part of his creation. ‘The due
confideration of God’s works upon earth is a moft
delightful and inftru®ive ftudy, and will tend to
lead up our minds to the greateft admiration of his
majefty, wifdom, power, and goodnefs. -A very
greatand good man, who employed himfelf much
in {fearching into the works of God, was f{o ftruck
with the grandeur of the great Creator, that he
would never mention his holy name without a paufe,
in order to fhew the profoundeft veneration. This
was the'excellent Mr. Robert Boyle, of whom, [ hope,
you will know more hereafter. You may read z
fhort account of him in the Biographical Di&iona-
ry; thatis, a Dictionary giving an account.of men’s
lives. There are {everal of thefe, fuch as the Bio-
graphica Britannica, the Biographical Diftionary
jult mentioned, Bayle’s Dictionary, the Biogra-
phia Evangelica, and others, in Latin and Englith,
which it will be both inftruétive and entertaining
for you to perufe. I fhali alfo wifth you to peruie
the life of Mr. Philip Henry, and particularly the
Iife of Lord Chief Juftice Hale, written by Bifhop
 Barnet, 1n which you will fee'a moft affeéting and
rdignified example of what is truly wife and great

“in the man of bfifinefs and fenfe, and of what is

truly good and gracious in the life and converfa-
tion of the chriftian. |

When
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¥V hen (God made this vaftt world, he made it of
an iminenfe multitude of aroms, or the {imalielt con-
ccivable particles of maiter, too fmall when apart for
cur fight, though fo great when, put together. He
raifed and combined thefeatoms into forzs, or man-
ners of being; fome thin and fubtle, as fire, light,
and wind ; others {olid and thick, aswater and earth.
Fraom thefe, which are called elemernts, or fuinple and
firlt -principles or beginnings of things, the divine
power compofed all creatures, wlich inhabit the
world. He diftributed thefe into varioas zsdes,
fhapes, or_figures, according to the ufes intended from
them:. and, fince their produgtion, hisdivine mind,
is in the whole, and fupports the whole in all its
parts. He hath alfo given a various kind of {pirit

to all living things. To man, an intelleftual or -
underftanding fpirit or foul, which cannot die; to
beafts, birds, and moving creatures, an animal {pi-
rit, which finks with their frames s and to trees,
plants, &c. which grow and therefore live, but
which are fixed withont motion of place in the
earth, a grofs fpirit, which decays with their {ub-
ftance. God hath made all things as thgy ares
and they cannot change themfelves from one kind
of being 'to another., Fire cannot become air, nor
air water *, nor a tree a beaft, nor a beaft 2 man,
' nor

% Someancient and fome modern philolophers of great
name have, I am fenfible; held a different opinion; but it
may well be queftioned, whether.they may -not have mif-
taken a various compofition or decompofition for tranfmuta-
tion, or (as Bp. Berieley exprefles it) ¢€ whether what is
thoughta change be not only a difguife.” - Where an acid is
‘blended with an alkali, and thereby tormsa neutral fubftance,
apparently heterogenous from cither of thofe by the union
‘of Wwhich it was compofed ; there is no diffolption of the oriw
‘ginal atoms, but “an -alteration only in their forms, from
whence arofe a confequent fitnefs for operations different

B 3 from.
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nor iron gold, nor one {pecies or kind be mixed or
confounded with another. Ifthey could, the whole
creation would foon be in diftradtion,and probably
nothing could anfwer the intended end. Let me only
add, in this place, that the creation, order, arrange-
ment, government, and prefervation of fo many
different things, at all times, and in all places, for
c=rtain ends and purpofes; proclaim aloud the
wi{dom, power, and goodnefs of one ever-living,
ever-prefent, almighty, and adorable God~—that
Being, who hath produced all varieties, and mo-
tions, and changes; but, in himfelf, hath 20 va--
riablens(s, nor fhadow of turning.

from what either of them was capable of in their uncom-
pounded ftate. Hence it 15, thatvaricus kinds of plants, de-
riving the fame falts and other fluids for nourithment from
the earth and air furrounding them, do, by their different
coufigurationsin the hand of God, not alter the atoms of
what they receive, but compound them, fo as to refule to
fuch different ends, or procduce fuch very different fruitsg
taftes, and virtues, as we find for our ufe and comfort. So-
the nétion of God (reverently carrying our thoughts yet high-
er) isosne, . and the three great mechapical agents by which
he works in the material wold are fimgle; but the effeés
produced by them are various, almoft inconceivably various
and complicated, 1n their orders, times, and degrecs 5 and
yet there is no change or lofs (which there muft be were
"there any change) in thefe agents, but they continue their
appointed circulation, are diverfified.or united by one fu-
preme ativity, and fo rife at length, in an intelle€ual or
dpiritual view, into God himfelf, as their laft great end, as
well as their firft and original caufe, Thefe ideas (I now
Apeak to my children) are not at prefent the fubje& of your
fludy ; and I infert them in this place enly for your futura
and more miature confideration. And.to this canfideration,
Y muft alfo refer foaie other parts of this little treatife, ur-
,der the perfuafion, that you will not be grieved to think
over fome of your affectionate parent’s thoughtsin your riper
~years, if God vouchfafe to grant them. To you, I neced to
malce no other apology for their infertion. '
All
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All things are full of life. There1s no void or
empty fpace, without a being or fubftance. L'he
air abounds with birds and with flying creatures,
fome of which are too fmall for our naked fight.
The water 1s replentfhed with fifhes of innumera-
ble kinds, and with animalcules, or little living
beings, too minute for our eyes without the help of
a microfcope, or glafs to make them lgox large..
The earth 1s covered with men, and beafts, ant{.
fowls, and trees, and herbs, and an almoit endlefs
variety of ufeful and beautiful things; and within.
it5 bowels are ‘contained {prings of water, metals,
minerals of all forts, fuch as coals, chalk, gold, fil-
ver, iron,-lead, copper, and a thoufand other fub-
ftances, neceffary to fupportits fabric, or ufeful to
man. 'The contemplation of all thzfe things muk
hereafter engage fome, if not much, of your
thoughts and time ; and will, by the grace of God,
lecad you to adore -that manifold wifdom, which
could conceive fuch a valt and harmonious frame
of things, and that force which could create them
all out of nothing, and continually {fupport them,
by a word,; or fpiritual paower. This is evident to.
our {enfes; for we fee nothing on which this vaft
globe of our’s can reft, or by which it moves, and
therefore it muft be primarily done byaninvifible or
{piritual ftrength. Some refer this to principles of
attraiZion and repulfionin the heavenly bodies them-
{elves, perhaps too much forgetting the fr# and
prefent CAuse, who formed, and actuates, and
guides, the whole; and. thele perfons, as all muft
be who are loft in the contemplation of fecond
caufes, are not precifely agreed what the terms
mean, or how the attration and repulfion do con-
fit. Others, more correfpondently with the Bible,
believe, that our{yltam of the material heavens 1s:
an automaton or vait machine, which was created:

B 4 : and
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and prt intc motion by the power of God, and
preferved in the fame motion by principles in the
heavens them{clves, which he placed and maintains
continually there. According to thefe, . there is
a reciprocal a&ivity in the matter of the heavens,
or conftant altion of the three great agents in
natare, fire, LZght, and fpirit or air, which fiow
and reflow from oune paat of the {yftem to another,
and 2re the fubordinate caufe of all life, and of the
motion and courfe of the heavenly bodies them-
felves. ZLeaving this, however, for future conw
tcmplation, we may, in the mean time, be very
fure, that Gobp is all iz all, and that iz HiM every.
thing fiwes, is moved, and bath its being, 1t.is the
conflant wildom and power of God, which, 77 zea-
Jure, number, and <weight, have crdered all things.
You will not therefore confider the creatures as
they are in themfelves or by themfelves, but as
they ftand in{ubmifiion to the will of Geéd, and
in a view to thole wife ends for which he made
them. I his will lead you to be thankful for every
thing, and to admire the various works of - Geod in.
all the vifible world. You wilf not wonder, with
an iale amazement, atwhat fome call the laws of
matter and motion; but will rather adore the {fub-
Iime wifdom of God, wholives in every law, and
who eftablifhes ¢very exertion in his works for ufe
and for heauty. You will not fay, << Nature does
this,”” and ¢ nature orcers that,’”” and <€ nature
formsitielt, all whichare idle words at beft, or the
contrivance of atheifts and infidels, to fhove out the
thoughts of God in the review of his creation; but
vou will be chiefly delighted to find, that Gop him-
felf and alonc hath framed every thing=asitappears,
Ly the moft wonderful fkill, and acts in avery thing
framed for fome fore-appointed end. See a moft
grand and fublime defcription of this truth in Iﬁ;h

Xio
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xl. ¥z, &c. Ina word, you will be glad to view
his own providence ruling in all things; and this
will guard you alfo againit thofe unchriftian notions,
which too many have taken up, concerning the
adtion of fecond caunfes, independently of the Arf
and ondy caufe, and concerning chance, and the
lucky or unlucky events that come to pafs-in the-
world. The lajt words in the Lord’s prayer cn-
tirely oppofe all fuch impiqus notions as thefe, by
afcribing the &ingdom, the power, and the glory, to
God alone, - ‘

When you have read fome other books, thatI
have provided for you, I_fhall make youa a prefent
of the Spectacle de la Nature, or. Nature Difplayed,
tranflated from an ingenious French author, and
likewifé of Dr.  Derbam's Phyfico-theology, and
Aftro-theology ; in all which you will find fuch a
treat of information, as will, I truff, make you
very much in love.with this kind of ftudics.

CIIAP. XIV.
Proportions of Numéber and §ize in the Creatures.

HE hand of providence is particularly clear,
.in appointing the mumber of each kind of
creatures, in a juft, proportion to the reft of the
feveral kinds, and aHo in fuiting the .44/t of each.
animal to the quaatity, as well as its form to
the quality, of the food fitted or ordained . for
ats {fupport. o o
If lions increafed like {wine, they wauld foon
over-run, and .perhaps mafter the world. If the
whale and the -fhark (a yery devouring -ffh) in-
;eafed as herrings and ¢od, -by millions in a fea-
on; either they would, deftroy all other forts of
fithes, or not find fufficient food for their own fub-
fiftence. Qn the other hand, if fowls, and other
B tame

e,
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tame creatares, which continually {fupply our ta-
bles, bred no fafter than the wild and ravenous
animals, we fhould foon be put to fhort allowance,
or muit live only upon froits and herbs.

God, in his goodnefs and wildom, has fettled
‘this matter admirably. The neceflary creatures
are the moft prolific, and the propereft food 1is the
moft abundant. The lefs ufeful and -the more .
hurtful are the moft fcarce, and generally the moft
diflant from us. 'The eatable fithes of all forts are
always near the fhores, or fcarce ever out of {ound-
ings, that is, where the bottom of the fea can be
found by a lead and line: they fwim in {warma
near cur coafts, and invite, as well as reward, our
induftry to take them.

There are alfo many faculties in the animals
about us, which may ferve to humble our pride in
the ufe of our own. We have not the ftrength of
an horfe, nor of an hundred other beafts ; we have
not (o g:od a nofe as the dog ; we cannot fee like
the birds, which, while they fly in the air, candif-
cover evidently very {mall feeds and objells ulpﬂn
the ground; we cannot run fo falt as a thoulfand
creatuses about us, nor match them with our ears.
A vaft multitude 1n the creation can pafs fwiftly
through the air, while we are obliged to creep
flowly upon the ground, or make ufe of fome
dumb and defpifed animals to help us a little in

-our fpeed : others can run up trees and preécipices
with fwiftnefs and eafe, ythile we are comparatively
‘crawling away from an¥ ‘danger; others can fwim
over the deepeft water without any previous - in-
firu@ion, while poor man is conftrained- by re-
peated attempts, as.you know, to learn to {wim;
and when he does {wim, at what a poor flow rate
it is, and how little a way he can pafs, before his
{trength fails him? There is not, in- fhort, one

. . corporea,
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corporeal faculty, but, in the ufe ¢f which, mui-
titudes of the crcatures go bevond us.  All this
may {erve to fhew us, that we have no great right
to boalt of .our bodily powers; firlt, becaufe they
arg not.of ourfelves, and, next, becaufe the very
" beufts, birds, and even infe&s, enjoy all of them
in common with us, and, 1in all, fome or other of
thefe creatures far exceed us. ‘This refleftion
fhould alfo lead us to a higher; namely, that the
ercat end of our faculties 15> not for the earth, fince
many ‘earthly beings are before us in thefe, but
‘to be found only 1n the everlafting falvation of our
-fouls, for which awe have indeed, as embodied fpi-
-rits, the neceflary fpiritual faculties, while they
have none at all. ‘This is our fublim=ft diftin&ion -
from the brutes; by this we are raifed above the
.condition of mere animals, and united to the com-
pany of fpiritual and invifible beings, and even of
(God himielf; 1n this, therefore, confifts true wif-
-dom, true happinefs, and confequently the true
end of our creation. -

Attend to providence in every thing. You will
often fee furprifing beauty and fkill, by confBant
-attention, where once you fufpefted none. There
15 a meaning, 3 perfe€t and .profound fen:e, in all
.the ways and works of God. It is the nobleft
-wifdom of man to difcover God’s wifdom in any
‘thing : and this wifdom of God is every where
-and jn every thing. Open but vour eyes, that is,
“the-eyes of the mind as well as thofe of the body, -
and there ie plentiful matter for refle®tion. I pre-
- fer, for thisend, as alfo for fome others, the coun-
- try-life. The {ophifticated, artificial life of towns
-allows much lefs for contemplation, than feems:
-expedient. for me. However, where God hath
“been pleafed to appoint our habitations, it is cer-
tainly bet for us. And though populons cities do
- not
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not give us {o many occafions of admiring God
in his works ; yer this may generally be faid for
them in this kingdom, they aford us more abun-
dant opportunities of hearing his word. A blefling

and privilege always to be defired, and never to
rafs unufed; if poflible!

CHAP, XV. -
On the Cultivation of Plants.

ERY many of the comforts and neceflaries
of lifc are afforded us by the proper manage-
ment-of the fields and gardens. But, befides the
ufe to the {upport of our bodies, we receive but
half, and perhaps the leaft half, of the good they
.amight afford us, 1t we neglect the feaft they offer’
to our minds. ‘The garden is doubly enchanting,
when we can underftand the wifdom and goodnefs
of providence in the tribes of plants and trees
which grow in it. Even the garden- of Eden,
without God, would nct have been Paradife.
What an aftonifhing thing it 1s, to {ee a vege-
table fpring forth and grow up to a great fize and
height frqm a very little feed ? I have reafon to
think, that fuch a quantity of cabbage or turnip
fecd, as you might put -into the palm of your
band, would produce more cabbages or turmps,
.than a waggon could carry. "Does not this fhew
the power of God, who, from fuch little means,
can{upply fuch a greatnels of boonty? He-ufually
~works by'means, and (in our way of -thinking) by
the f{malleft and moft unlikely means; but ke
fomet:mes, in order to prove the greatne,fs of his
_power, or the truth of .his :prefence, has been
pleafed to produce effeéts without any means.
ASmong other inftances, you cannot forget that
-extraosdlnary one, where five fmall loaves weye

miraculoufly
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miraculouily muldplied for the repaft of thoufands.
John vi. 5, &c.

How beautiful, how wvarious, are the flowers ?
What can exceed the delicate richnefs, or fmooth-
nels, of their colours? How wifely it. is ordered,
that the different fhades of green, in every plant,
fhould heighten the tinted glory. of their refpeétive
bloffoms ?  Zbey toil not, they fpir not ; and yet (fays
Chrift) Solomon in.all bis glary wvas not arrayed like
one of thefe.. - ' . |

If we look at and tafte the multitude of fruits,
which the garden yields, our wonder may juftly
increafe. How great is God’s beauty (to ufe a pro-
phet’s words in a lower {enfe) inthe verdure and
brightne{s of the feveral flowers ; but bow greaz is
bis goodnefs in the profufion of rich and wholefome
fruits # Who, if he had not {een it, could have
believed, that abranch of dry twigs, as the boughs
of trees appear-to be in the winter, fhould in a
few months bend down with a beautiful and de-
lictons load, -all {pringing forth, by divine com-
mand, out of little hutks or buds? all fpreading
themielves .in various forms and proportions, ac-
cording to thofe final caufes and exds, -ordained by
'that providence, which overfees and which. fuits
all things to all? In this inftance alfo, how gra-
<ioully does. the Almighty taife the moft bountiful
and {urprifing effets out of the fmalleft and moft
wunpromifing meahns ! . ‘

It has been well obferved, -that only weak tfees,.
or thofe of a moderate height, bear the moft ex-

uifite fruits. The higher they rife the poorer
they-are 1n this refpe&@, and thelefs -agreeable are
-their - fruits, T underftand this leffon: and the
:feeble ftem of the vine, whofe grapes I -admire,
«tells . me in its language, -that the moft valuable
fruits are often neareft the earth, In-other words,
‘ pride



™ —

33 C e AT 10O .

pride 1s barren or poor; but it 15 humility which
is plea‘ant and ufeful both before God and man. [
am oblired for this featiment to the excellent M.
Rollin, whole Belles Letrres, and hiffory of the arts
and {ciences of the ancients, and other writings,
will, at a proper time, afford you cqual 1uftrudtion
and entertainment.,

Some of ‘the greateft perfons in all ages have
been fond of contemplation in.the gardens, and
have ftudied to improve them. Homer, Virgil,
Cicero, Horace, Seneca; among the ancients 3 and
among the moderns, Luther, Bacon, Bifhop Be-
dell, Temple, Addifon, and Lyttleton: all thefe
men of illuftrious name, loved the retirements of
the country, and rarticularly were high in the
-praifes of the garden. And, what 1s mcre than
all, our Saviour himfelf delighted to pafs many
of his precious hours upon earth, in-the garden of
Gethfemane, near Jerufalem. To give an idea of
.beauty and delight, the church of God itfelf is
reprefented under the notion of a garden. . It cer-
.tainly 1s in lelf one of the moft agreeable and
.moft inftructive of human pleafures, affording arc
the fame time health to the body, and a fweet un-
ruffled tranquillity te the mind. 'Thofe only, who
.cannot enjoy their own thoughts, or the wondecrful

works of God, are incapable of the pleafures of the
-garden. - :

CHAP. XVI.
O r}:re Improvement of 1he *,Mi:m’.

MONG the-other works of God, we ought
% not-to omit the confideration of THE HuU-
MAN MIND, which, when truly confidered, will

appear to us one of the moft extraordinary things
we can know. ' .
Aus
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It the image of God, created be man: And this
likenefs muit be according to hizs mind, or fpirit;
for God hath no body like our’s. Though all the
creatures exceed us in the {enfes merely animal,
yet God hath given the fuperiority to our nature,
by giving us powers of great intelledtual extent,
and capacities of mind to apprehend and confider
objeéts both bodily and {piritual, fuch as no crea-
tures upon earth poflefs befide. We are diftin-
guifhed from all other animals by reafon and Peech.
By the firft, we can refle€t and conclude; and, by
the laft, we can declare to others the thoughts of
our minds. '
'The fubjeéts of reaforr and fpeech are tha groonds
of all human knowledge. By reafon, we learn
and trace out all the {ciences, or branches of know-

Jedge; and by {pecech, we receive or impart what

we know. Hence it is, that the knowledge of fci-

-ences,-and the knowledge of languages, are necefs

fary to each other, and confequently require a great
deal of our ftudious attention. 1

God hath.given us capacities that they might
be ufed; .and ufed for right ends, that they may
{hew forth his praife, and be of advantage to man-

kind. - He that thinks well, through the careful

improvement of "his unde: ftanding, will in time beé
able to inftrut others: and thofe, who -are able
to inftruét and dire€t others, are often a greater
treafure and blefling -to the world, than thofe who
have no employment but for their hands and feet.,

Fe that feparates bimjelf [ 1. e. from the world and
its diftraétions], followsawirh defiré, and imbues himnn-

) ﬁ-’ff cwith, all real <wifdorn, even the wifdom which

{ees things as they are. Prov xvii: 3. This 1s the
fenfe of that text. Every man, however, is or may

be ufeful in- his place: and he, that fills his place
properly by.difcharging its duties well, is 2 valax- .

ble member of fociety, and deferves regard. L
One



One -of the firlt purfuits of the mind fhould be
the knowledge of gramszar. By this, you will
learn, not only words as names of things, but the
method of placing thole words fo as to exprels
{our meaning with correftnefs  and propriety.
‘or want of this fcience it is, that you fo often:
hear people blunder about a meaning, which they
have in their heads, but cannot poilibly get out of
their mouths. .Such perfons, likewife, when they
offer to write, find the attempt not only painful
and laborious to them; but the expreflions of what
-they wifh to fay are fo perplexed, abfurd, contra-
dictory, or obfcure, that they themfelves are atraid
of being ridiculous, or of not being underflood.
Grammar fhews the dependence of one word upon
another, and the conneflion, which naturally
holds, between every part of the fame f{entence.
We' have an excellent grammar for our tongue,
compofed by Dr. Lowztb, the late bithop of Londos,
which, for its various criticifins and pointed in-
formation, may not only inftruét youn in the grounds
of {peech, but may ferve you to ftudy even when
you are older. 1 thall not, at _prefent, .put Mr.
Harris’s ingenious treatife, entitled Hermes, which
explains univerial grammar, into your hands; for
this, as well as other works of philology, or lan-
guage, can only entertain and initru¢t, when yon
have adwvanced farther towards a .critical know-
Jedge of [etters or learning. -But I would have you, -
in the mean time, ‘be well acquainted with your
dLatin grammar, -the knowledge of which (the La-
tin being a far more difficult” language than our
own) will help you to -the underftanding of the
Englif grammar with greater.cale and precifion.
JAll the Latin authors which boys read, at leaft in
the lower clafles, are read chiefly for the purpofe
of -teaching them the conftru&ion and mature tf.f
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the Latin tongue. When you are, once in poffef-
fion of the key, you will eafily unlock the door to
thofe {tores of knowledge and ingenuity, which are
Jaid up in that language. 1 will only add, that an
acqudintance with the grammar of one tongue will
give you fuch a notion of grammar in general, as
will make the graminar of any other languag: more
eafy and clear to your mind and memory.
- Writing, though only an art, is the handmaid
of all the f{ciences, and confequently not to be
neglefled. I wifh you to-wiite what 13 called a
pood hand, both becaule they, who write well,
can write eafily, and therefore can write longer
without fatigue than others, and aifo becaufe what
they write. appears to great advantage to the eye
of the reader, and may be read without hefitation
or miftake. . Why fhould not our thoughts have
a clear and fair piflure to defcribe them? I have
{feen a letter- of very fine fenfe written fo ill,sthat
it was difficult to read it ali, and when read, .was
picked ocut with fo many ftops in wrong places,
and fo many corretions of miftaken words, thac
the beanty of the language was entirely loft, and
the whole “feemkd at firit but little hetter than the
erdinary letter of a common fervant., Such per-
fons fhould employ a copyift, or if that cannot be
thoyght agreeable, fhould learn to write better
. themfelves, 'There.is more importance in a. good
attainmeant of this neceflary. art, -than fome people,
and very - ingenious people’ too, are aware of;
When you favour me with a letter,” T thall wifh to
fee it in fuch a neat fair chara&ter, and with fach
diftin¢tion of points and {entences, as to be read
with eafe, and confequently with pleafure. A {lo-
venly, blotted, ill-fhaped, uncouth; form of wri-
ting; carrics the fameoffence to my eye; asa dirty,
vough, undreit young perfon will do to the eyes of
all swho fce him. |

Arithmetic



