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AKX ACCOUNT OF THE VICES PECULIAR TO THE In-
BIAXs or NoRTH AMERICA,

T has become fafhionable of late years for the
philofophers of Europe to celebrate the vir-

tues of the favages of America.—Whether the defign
of their encomiums ‘was to expofe chriftianity, and
depreciate the advantzges of civilization, I know not
but they have evidently had thofe effects upon the
minds of weak people. Without contradifting the
acccunts that have been publifhed by thofe gentlemen,
of the virtues of the Indians in North America, I fhall
briefly add an acccunt of fome of their vices, in order
to complete their natural hiftory. My information
fhall be taken from the travels of Charlevoix—=Hen-
nepen—Carver—Romans and Bartram, and from con.
verfations with perfons of veracity who have refided

among them.

The firft vice I {hall name, that is univerfal among
our favages, 15 UNcLEANNESs. They are, in general,
ftrangers to the obligations both of morality and de-
cency, as far as they relate to the marriage bed.—The
exceptions to this remark, have been produced among
thofe nations chiefly, who have had an occafional in.
tercourfe with civilized nations.
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2. Nastiness is another Indian vice. This is ex-
emplified in their food—drinks—dre{s—perfons—and
above all, in their total difregard to decency in the
time—place—and manner of their natural evacuations.

3. DRUNKENNESs is a more general vice among fa-
vages than among civilized nations.—Whole Indian
tribes have been deftroyed by it. Indecd they glory
in their fondnefs for ftrong liquors, and eonfider 1t
as a partof their charater. A countryman who had
dropt from his cart a keg of rum, rode back a few
miles in hopes of finding it. On his way he met an
Indian who lived in his neighbourhood, whom he
afked if he had feen his keg of rum on the road?
The Indian laughed in his face, and addrefled him u
the following words. ¢ What a fool youare to afk
“ an Indian fuch a queftion. Don’t you fee I am
¢« fober? Had I met with your keg, you would
« have found it empty on one fide of the road, and

®« Indian Tom drunk and afleep on the other.”

4. GLUTTONY is very com'on among Indians.
'To this their long abftinence, produced by their idle-
nefs, naturally tempts them.—I[t is very common to
fee them ftretch themielves on the ground after a full
x:cal, and grunt there for feveral hours till they reco-
ver from the effe@s of their intemperance. Mr.
Bartram tells us, that they fometimes rife in the middle
of the night, in order to gratify their appetites for
eating. |
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8. TREACHERY is another Indian vice. Who ever
trufted to an Indian treaty ?—They generally begin
their wars, with profeflions of peace and perpetual
friendfhip.

6. The cruelty of Indians is well known. They
confider compaflion as a mark of effeminacy. Their
treatment of their prifoners, fhews them to poflefs a
{pirit of revenge, which places them upon a footing
with infernal fpirits.

7. IDLENESs 1s the univerfal vice of fawages.—
They are not oniy too lazy to work, but even to

think. Nothing but the powerful ftimulus of hungcr’
or revengc, is fufficient to roufe them into action.

8. Tuerr is an Indan vice. The Indians not
only fteal from their civilized neighbours, but from
each other. A horfe—a gun—or {pirits, have charms
in the eyes of anlIndian that no reftraints can prevent

his ftealing, whenever they come in his way.

9. GaMING belongs in an eminent degree to the
Catalogue of Indian vices.

10. But the infamy of the Indian charaler is
completed by the low rank to which they degrade
their women. It is well known that their women
perform all their work. They not only prepare their
viCtuals, but plant, hoe and gather their corr and |
roots. They are feldlom admitted to their feafts, or
fharc in their converfation. The men oblige them
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to lie at their feet, when they fleep without fire; and
at their backs when they fleep before a fire. They
afford them no afliftance in the toils of tending, fced-
ing, and carrying their children. They are even in-
fenfible of the dangers to which their women are often
expofed in travelling with them. A gentieman from
Northumberlard county, informed mec, that he once
faw a body of Indian men and women wading acrofs
the river Sufguehunnah. The men arrived firft on
the oppcfite fhore, and purfued their journey ziong the
rivere 1he women, fome of whom had chiidren on
their backs, upon ccming to a de=p and rapid current,
fudderly cried cut for help, and made figns to their
hufbands and fathers to come to therr affitance.
Tre men ftood for a few minutes—and after atten-
tively furveying their diitrefs, burfted cut a lauching,
and then with a merry indiffezence, walked from them

2long the fhore.

This 15 a fhort nomerchture of the vices of the In-
dians of North Americ.. If it were neceflary, 1would
quote the chapters and pages of the authors wheo have
citablifhed by their obfcrvaticas, the truth of the cha-
ralter I have given of them. Iam not difvofed to
enter 1mnto an examination of their virtucs, but I can-
not help fuppofing them to be rather the gualities of
seeelflity, than the offspring of feeling, or principle.
Their hofpitality—their friendflips—their patience
—and their fidelity to engagements, are the effects of

necctity, and are as cfentie! to their exiften. . &
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honetty is to a band of affociated robbers. Their po-
Litenels in never contradifting any perfon, I believe
is the effe@® of indolence, for I know of nbthing
that lazy people diflike more than to difpute, even
where truth is on their fide, or where vitory is
certain.—Whcre is the man that in a lazy fit (to which
all men at times are fubject) has not heard falfe and .
abfurd opinions advanced in company, without con-
tradicting them ¢

'The taciturnity of the Indians which has been fo
much celcbrated, as 2 mark of their wifdom, is the
effet of their want of ideas. Except in cafes of
extraordinary pride, 1 believe taciturnity, in nine
calcs out of ten in civilized company, is the effect
of ftupidity. I will make one more exception to this
rule, and that is in favour of thofe people who arc
in the habits of communicating their thoughts, by
writing for the public, or by correfponding with
their friends. Ideas, whether acquired from books,
or by reflection, produce a plethora in the mind,

which can only be relieved by depletion from the pen,
or tongue.

But what fhall we fay to the encomiums that have
been lavifhed upon the love of liberty which cha-
racterizes our favage neighbours ?—Why—that they
arife from an ignorance of the influence of property,
upon the human mind.—Propertv, and a regard for
law, arc born together in all focicties.  The pailion
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for liberty in an Indian, is as diffcrent from the
paflion for it in a civilized republican, as the impurity
of luft, is from the declicacy of love There is a
certain medium to be obferved between an affeltion
for law, and for liberty. An excefs of the former
has fometimes led to tyrariny, while an excefs of

the latter, leads to idlenefs and vice. The Athenians
appear to have been intoxicated with an excefs of
liberty when they fpent their whole time in hearing
and telling news. There is always an excefs of law
or liberty in a community where poor men are
idle, or where vices of any kind are fuftered with

impunity.

The only refletions that I fhall add upon this
fubjec, fhall be,—how great are the bleflings of
civil government which extirpates, reftrains, or punifhes
the vices that have been mentioned ! and how great
is the efficacy of chriftianity, which, by purifving the
lieart, renders the praltice of the contrary virtues

nztural and agrecable ?




