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AN ADDRESS TO THE MINISTERS OF THE GOSPFEL OF
EVERY DENOMINATION IN THE UNITED STATES,
UPON SUBJECTS INTERESTING TO MORALS.

ROM the nature of your purfuits, and from

your ifflucnce in fociety, I am cncouraged
to addrefs you upon fubjelts of the utmoft impor-
tance to the prefent and future happinefs of your fel-
low-citizens, as well as to the profperity of the United
States.

Under the great diverfity of opinions, you entertain
in religion,. you are all united in inculcating the ne-
ceflity of morals. In this bufinefs you are neither
catholics nor proteftants—churchmen nor diffenters.
One fpirit aGuates you all. From the fuccefs, or
failure, of your excrtions in the caufe of virtue, we
anticipate the freedom or flavery of our country. Even
the new government of the united ftates, from which
fo many advantages arc expeflzed, will neither reftore
order, nor eftablith juftice among us, unlefs it be ac-
companied and fupported by morality, among all clafies
of people. Imprefled.with a fenfe of the truth of
thefe obfervations, I fhall briefly point out a few of
thofe practices, which preyail in America, which ex-
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ert a pernicious influence upon morals, and thereby
prepare our country for mifery and flavery.

I fhall begin by pointing out, in the firft place, the
mifchevious effets of {pirituos liquors upon the morals
of our citizens.

L. Thcy rcnde:r the temper peevifth and paflionate.
They beget quarrels, and lead to profane and indecent
language. ‘They arc the parents of idlenefs and ex-
travagance, and the certain forerunners of poverty, and
frequently of jails, wheclbarrows, and the gallows.
They are likewife injurious to health and life, and kill
more than the peftilence, or the fword. Our legif-
latures, by premitting the ufe of them, for the fake
of the paltry duty colleCted from them, act as abfurdly
as a prince would do, who fhould permit the cul-
tivation of a poifonous nut, which every year car-
ried off ten thoufand of his fubjets, becaufe it yielded
a revenue of thirty thoufand pounds a year. Thefe ten
thoufand men would produce annuaily by their labour,
or by paying a trifling impoft upon any one of the
neceflaries of life, twenty times that fum. In order
to put an end to the defolating effets of {pirituous
liquors, it will be proper for our minifters to preach
againft, not the abufe of them only, but their ufe al-
together. 'They are never neceffary but in ficknefs :

and then they are better applied to the outfide, than
to the infide of the body.
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II Militia laws have an unfriendly influence upon
morals, more efpecially where they authoriie the elec-
tion of the officers by the privates. ‘Lhe mectings of
citizens for militia exercifes are generally attended
with intemperance in drinking, quarrclling, profane
fwearing, and acts of violence to the property of the
perfons who live near the places where thofe mectings
are held. It is a miftake to fuppofe that the defence
of liberty requires a well organiz.d militia in.the time
of peace. '

The United States proved in the beginning of the
late war, and France has proved fince, that armies of
dlfClp]mCd irfefiftable troons may be formed 1 a fiort
time out of the peafants of a country. War hus lately be-
come a ﬁmple art. All that is practical in it, may be
acquiréd in a few weeks. The moft gallant exploits
were performed during the late war, by men who had
been but a few days in the practice of handling fire
arms.

I11. Fairs are a Pandora’s box opcned twice a year,
in many of the {tates. They arc wholly unneceﬂhry,
fince fhops are fo common in all the civilized parts
of the country. They tempt to extravagance-—gaming
—drunkennefs—and uncleannefs. © They are proper
only in- defpotic ftites, where the more a people are
corrupted, the more readily they fubmit to arbitrary
government.

IV. Law-{fuits fhould be difceuraged as much as
poflible. They are highly difreputable bet ween perfons



OF EVERY DENOMINATION. 114

whko profefs chriftianity. The attendance upon courts,
expoies to idlenels—drinking-——and gaming ; and the,
ufual delays of juftice feldom fail of eptailing hereditary.
difcord among neighbours. It is with inexpreflible plea«
{ure that I -have lately feen an account . of a recoms
mendation from the prefbyterian fynod. of New-York:
and Philacelplua, to all the churches under theit are,
to {ettle their difputes after the saanner-of the pri-
mitive chriftians and friends, by arbitration. Blefled
cvent in the hiftory of mankind ! may their prattice:
fpread among ail fedts of chriftizns, and may it prove
a preiude of that.hapoy time foretold in the fcripe
turcs, when war mig murder fhall be no more,

V. The 11cent10ufncfs of the prefy is a fruitfui {ource
of the corruntion of morals. Men are deterred from in-
juring each other, ctaeily by the fear of detection or
punithment. Naw botir of thefe are removed by the
ufual fecrecy of a licentious prefs. Hence revenge,
fcandal, and falfchood are cherifhed and propagated
1 a commuuity. By means of this engine of malice,
we fometimes fee not only reput?timl but even hfe,
itfelf, taken away. The patrmm. M. Cummms, and
the amiable Dir. Hawkefworth, ‘it 1s faid, both died of
a broken hcart, in confequence of being attackesd by_
pcrions, who concealed themfelves behind a licentious
b“cfs in Londoun. Perfonal difputes and attacks in a
newipaper, 1my be compared to duels, or to the Ir-dlaq
mode of fig ;:,htmg, acwrdmg ag they are carried on with,

”
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or without the names of their authors. They thew in
both. cafes, a degree of the fame fpirit, which leads to
open. murder or: private affafination. But further:
the caule of liberty is greatly injured by perfonal pub-
lications, which are not true, or which have no connec-
tion with the public ; for who will believe a truth that
15 told of a bad man, who has been accuftomed to
read falfchoods publifhed every day, of a goed man?
Printers who vend {currility, would do well in con-
fidering, that the publifher of fcandal, is as bad as
the author of it, in the fame manner that the receiver
of . {tolen goods, is as bad as thc thief.

V1. Horfe-racing and cock-ﬁghtmg are unfnendly
anufements to morals, and of courfe to the liberties of
our country. ‘They occafion idlenefs, fraud, gaming,
and.profane {wearing, and harden thejheart againft’the
feelings of humanity. Thefe vulgar {fports fhould be
forbidden by law iz all chriftianand republican coun-
grics.

VII. Clubs of all kinds, where the only bufinefs of

she company, is feeding (for that is true name of a
gratification that is {imply animal) are hurtful to morals.
The fociety in taverns where clubs are ufually held,
is feldom fubjet to much order. It expofes men to
idlencfs, prodigality, and debt, It isin privatc families,
only that {ociety is innocent, or improving. Here
manners are ufually kept within the bounds of decen-.
ey by the company of females, who generally compofe
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a part of all private families ; and manners, it is well
known, have an influence upon morals.

VIII. Amufcments of every kind, on Sundays, beget
habits of idlenefs and a love of pleafure, which extend
their influence to every day of the week. In thofe
manufacturing towns in England, where the Sundays
are fpent 1n idlenefs or frolicking, little or-no work is
ever done on theenfuing day;hence it is called St. Mon-
day. If there were no hereafter—individuals and fo-
cieties would be great gainers, by attending public
worfhip every Sunday. Reft from labour in the houfe
of God, winds up the machine of both foul and body,
better than any thing elfe, and thereby invigorates it
for the labours and duties of the enfuing week. Should
I ever travel into a chriftian.country, and wifh to know
whether the laws of that country were wife and juft,
and whether they were duly obeyed, the only queftion
I would afk, thould be “ do the people fpend Sunday
at church, or in pleafurable entertainments at home
and abroad ¢** the Sunday fchools in England have been
found extremely ufeful in reformmg the children of
poor people. Who can witnefs the prallices of
{fwimming, fliding and fcating, which prevall {o univer-
{aliy on Sundays, in moft of the cmes of the Umtcd
States, and not with for fimilar mﬂ:‘ltutlons to refcucs

our poor children from deftruétion ? I fhall conclude
my remarks upon this fubject, by dcclaMg,that Idonot
wifh to fec any new laws made to enforce the keeping

‘ J
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6f the Sabbath.. T call upon minifters of the gofpel
only, to incrcafe .and extend, by their influence, the
pure and ufeful {pirit of their rcligion In riding
through our, country, we may always tell, by the ap-
pearance of 'th'r: people we meet with on the road,
or fee at taverns, whether they enjoy the benefit of
public worfhip, and of a vigilant and faithful miniftry.
thre a fettlement enjoys thefe ineflimable beffings,
we generally find taverns deferted on a Sunday, and
' a ftillnefs pervading the whole neighbourhood, as if

nature herfelf had ceafed from her labours, to fhare
with man in paying her wcekly homage to God for
his creating goodnefs

~ Thus I have briefly pointed out the principal four-
ces of vice in our country. They are all of a public
nature, and affe@t; in a dire@ manner, the general in-
terefls of fociety. 1 thall now fuggeft a few fources
of vice, which are of a domeftic nature, and which in-
directly affeét the happinefs of our country.

. 1. The frequent or lang ablence of the mafter and
miftrefs from homc,by difiolvi ing tife bounds of domeftic
gov ernment, provc:s :; fruuful fource of vice among
children and fen"ants To prevent in fome degree,
t‘hc inconveniencics wfuch arife from the neceffary ab-
fence of the heads of a famnly, from home, it would be a
good practice to, mvrﬂ: the eldeft fon or daughter, when
of a fuitable age.[ with- the govcmmcnt of the family

ahd to maLL them rcfpé‘nﬁblc for their condudl, upon
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the return of their parents. Government in a fanhly
rs like an eletric rod to a houfe. 'Where it 1s wanting
a family is expofed to the-attacks of every folly and vice,
that come within the fphere of 1ts attr;’t&ioh. .

I1. Frequent and large entertainments weaken do-
meftic government, by rcmoving children and fervants
too long from the eye of authority. They moreovery
expofc children and fervants to the temptation of eat-
ting and drinking to excefs.

III. Boys and gitls thould rever be admitted as fer-
vants—into a genteel family. They are feldom in<
{truted properly, by their mafters or miftreffes.
Their leifure hours are moreover fpent in bad compa«<
ny : and’ all- the vices which they pick up, are fpread
among the children of the family, who are generally
more prone to affociate with them, than with any other.
Where povéry or death makes it neceflary to bind out
children, they fhould be bound to thofe perfons only,
who will work with them. By thefe means, they will
be trained to induftry, arnd kept from idlencfs and vice.

IV. Servants, both male and female thould always
be hired by the year, otherwife no proper government
¢an be eftablifhed over them. The impertinence and
irregular conduct of fervants, arife from their holding
their places by too fhort a tenure.- It would be a good
law to fine cvery perfon, who hired a fervant, without
a written good charaller, figned by his lalt mafter):

R |
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and counterﬁgnedrl{:y a magiftrate.  This praétice
would foon drive bad fervants out of the civilized parts
of eur country and thereby prevent much evil both in
families and fociety.. How many young men and wo-
men have carried through life the forrowful marks in.
their con{ciences or charaters, of their being carly ini-
tiated into the myftertes of vice, by unprincipled fer-
vants of both fexes! Servants that are married, thould
be preferred to fuch as-are fingle. Matrimony in all
ranks of people leflens the temptation to vice, and fur--
nifhes frefh motives to juft conduct.

V. Apprentices fthould always board and lodge, if pof-.
fible, with their malters and miﬁreg_es, when they are
feparated from- their parents. Youﬁg people {eldom
fall into bad company in the day time. It is in the
evening, when they ceafe to be fubject to government,
that they are in the moft danger of corruption: and
this danger can be obviated only by fubjcéting all their
hours to the direction of their mafters or miftreflcs.

I fhall conciude this addrefs, by fuggefting to mini-
fters of the gofpel, a plan of a nevr fpecies of federal -
- government for the advancement of morals in the Uni-

ted States.  Let each {et appoint a reprefentative In a
'géncral convention of chriftians, whofe bufinefs fhall
be, to unite in promoting the general objeéts of chrifs
tianity. Let no matters of faith or opinion ever be in-
troduced into this convention, but let them be confider-
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vd as badges of the fovercignty of each particular {edt.
1o prevent all difputes, let the objects of the delibera-
tions of this general convention be afcertained with the
fame accuracy, that the powers of the national govern-
ment are defined in the new conftitution of the United
Otates. By this previous compa&, no encroachments
will ever be made by the general government, upon
the principles—difcipline—or habits of any one feGt—
for in_the prefent ftate of human nature, the divifion
of chriftians into fecls, is as neceflary to the exiftence
and prefervation of chriftianity, as the divifion of man-
kind into nations, and of nations into feparate families
are negeffary to promote general and private happinefs.
By means of fuch an inftitution, chriftian charity will
be promoted, and the difcipline of each church will
be ftrengthened—for I would propofe, that a difmiffion
for immorality, from any one church, fhould exclude
a man from every church in the ecclefiaftical union.
But the advantages of this chriftian convention will not
end here. It will pofiefs an influence over the laws of
the United States. This influence will differ from
that of moft of the ecclefiaftical affociations that have
exifted in the world. It will be the influence of reafon
over the paflions of men. Its objets will be morals, .
not principles, and the defign of it will be, not to make
men zealous members of any one church, but to make
them—good neighbours—good hufbands—good fathers

—good mafters——good fervantsg—and of courfe good

AR
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rulers and good citizens. T'he plan is certainly a prac-
ticable one. America has taught the nations of Eu-
rope by her example to be free, and it is to be hoped
fhe will foon teach them to govern themfclves. Let
her advance one {tep further—and teach mankind, that
it is poflible for chriftians” of different denominations
to love cach other, and to unite in the advancement of
their common interefts. By the gradual operation' of
{fuch natural means, the kingdoms of this world are pro-
bably to become the kingdoms of the prince of righte-
oufnefs and peace.

Philadelphia, Fune 21, 1788,



AN ENQUIRY INTO THE CONSISTENCY OT OATHS WITH

REASCN AND CHRISTIANITY.

|

IN difcufling this queftion, I fhall firft mention
the objeltions to oaths, which are founded in

Treafon; and, fécondly, the objections to them which
arc derived from the precepts and {pirit of the chrif-

tian religion.

I. Oaths produce an idea in the minds of men, that
there are tawo kinds or degrees of truth; the one intend- |
ed for common, and the other for folemn occafions.
Now, this idea is diretly calculated to bcgctaw‘ant
of reverence for the inferior kind of truth ; hence men
are led to trifle with it in the common affairs of hu-
man life. I grant that fome men will tell the truth,
when urged to it by the folemn formalities of an
oath, who would not otherwife do it : But this proves
the great mifchief of oaths in fociety; for as men
are called upon to fpeak the truth ggg frmes in com-
mon life, to once they are called upon to fevear to it,
we have exaltly 999 falfehoods to ore truth told by
them. How extenfive, then, muft be the mifchief of
this great difproportion between.truth and falfehood,
in all the affairs of human life! It is wrong to da
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any thing that fhall create an idea of two kinds of
truth. There is a fcale of falfehoods s but truth has ne
degrees “or {fubdivifions. Like its divinc author, it is
an eternal unchangeable unsT.

II. The praftice of fwearing according to human
laws, appears to be the caufe of all profanc fwear-
ing, which 1s fo univerfal among all ranks of pcople
in common converfation ; for if there are two modes
of {peaking the truth, it is natural for men to pre-
fer that mode which the laws of our country have
entitled to the firft degree of credibility ; hence men
{wear, when they wifh to be believed, 1n eommon con-

verfation,

III. Ouths have been multiplied upon fo many
trifling o::::caﬁons, that they have ceafed, in 2 great
degree, to operate with any force upon the moft
folemn occafions : hence the univerfal prevalence of
perjury in courts, ar:aies and cuftom-houfes, all over
the world. ‘T'his fact is fo notorious in Jamaica, that
a.law has lately been paffed in that ifland, which rc-
quires a bond of [.200, inftead of an oath, from cvery
captain that enters his veflel in the. cuftom-houfe,
as a fecurity for his veracity in the. manifelt of his
cargo; and for the amount of his dutics to the govern-
ment.

Reafon and fcripturc (when perfelly underftood)
are never contrary to each other ; and revelation from
(God can never give a {anion to that which is {o
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evidenttly abfurd, and unfriendly to the interefts of hu-
man fociety. Let us proceed then to examine the
bible, and here we fhall find, that caths are as contrary
to the precepts and fpirit of chriftianity as they are to:
{ound reafon.

Defore I mention cither the precepts or the fpirit of
the gofpel, which militate againft oaths, I fhall men-
tion a2 few of the cafes of fwearing which I find upen

record in the New Teftament. I fhall firft mention
the precedents in favour of this practice, and then

the precepts and precedents agunlt it.

H

The firff preccdent I fhail produce, is taken from
the example of the devil, who addreflcs our Saviour
in an oath, in Mark v. 7. ¢« What have I to do
with thee, Jefus, thou fon of the moft high God ¢ I

adjure thee by God that thou torment me not.””

A fecond precedent is taken from the example of
the high prieft, who addrefles cur Saviour in-an oath
in Matthew, xxvi. 63. ¢ I adjure tiee,” fays he, juft
before he confents to his death, ¢« by the lwving Ged,y
that thou tell us whether thou be the Chrift the {fon
of God.” It has been {faid that therec was no impro--
pricty in this mode of expreflion, cthcrwife our Sa-
viour would have rebuked it: but let it be remem«
bered, that he ftood before the tribunal of a high-
prieft, as a priforer, and not as a feacker ; and hence
we find he fubmits in flence to all the prophane in-
{ults that were offered him. In this filent fubmifli-
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on to infult, he morcover fulfilied an ancient prophefy
« he is brought as a lamb to the flaughter and as a
fhcep before his fhearers is dumb, fo he openeth not
his mouth” Ifaiak Lur. 7.

Peter furnithes a third  inftance of fwearing.
¢¢ And dgain he demied” (fays Matthew, chap. xxvi.
72.) ¢ with an oath, 1 know not the man.” It
w%m}d fgcm from this account, that a bare affirma-
tion was o charatteriftic of a disciple of Jefus Chrift,
that Peter could not ufe a more direft method to
convince the maid, who charged him with being a
follower of Jefus of Nuazarcth, that he was nof a
chriffian, than by having recourfe to the Jewifh and
pagan practice of taki‘ng ah oath.

Herod' furnithes a fourth inftance of {wearing, in
Matthew x1v. 7, when he promiled to give the daugh-
ter of Ierodias whatever fhe fhould afk of hin: fhe
afked for John the baptift’s head in a charger: the
king repented of his hafty promife 5 ¢ neverthelefs,.
for the oath’s fake, and them which fat with him at
meat, he commanded it to be given her” Here
it is evident he would have violated a common pro-
mife. Dut if common promifes are not held facred,
and birding, theggmig an cnd of a great portion of
truth in focicty, and of all the order and happinels
which arife from it. To f{ecure conftant and uni~
verfal truth, men fhould {wcar akways or uet at all.
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A fifth precedent for {wearing we find in the xix
of Acts and 13th verfe. #¢'Then certain of the vaga«
bonu Jews, exorcifts, took upon them to call over
them which had evil fpirits, the name of the Lord
Jefus, faying, we adjure thee, by Jefus whom Paul
preacheth.  And the man in whom the evil fpirit
was, leaped on them, and overcame them; fo that
they fled out of the houfe naked and wounded.”

The /af? precedent for {wearing that I {liall. men-
tion, 1s the one related i A&s xxiii. 21ft. It cone
tains an account of forty men who had bound them-
felves, by anoath, not to eat or drink, until they had
kiilled St. Paul. It would feem that this banditti
kncw cach other perfeltly, and that they would not
alt together under the form of a common obligation.
The occafion indced, feems to require an oath. It
was an affociation to commit murder. I am difpof-
ed to fufpet that oaths were introduced originally
ta compel men to do things that were contrary to
juftice, or to their confciences.

In mentioning the precepts and precedents that
are to be found in the new teftament againﬂ: fwear-
ing, the following ftriking paffage, taken from Matthew

"v. verfes 34> 35 36, .37, fhouid alone determine the
queftion. ¢ Swear nol at all, neither by heaven, for
it is God’s throne ; nor by the earth, for it is his
footftool ; nor by Jerufalem, for it is the city of the

. i
+ * " | ' ¢
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great king. Necither fhale thou {wear by thy head,
becaife thou c¢anit not make one hair white or black
Bat 1ét your ¢ommunication be yea, yea; nay, nay;
for whatfoever is more than thefe, cometh of evil.”

. The words of the apoftle James, are equally pointed
agamﬂ: fwmrmg, chap. ™12, But above all things
my brethren, fwear not, neither by heaven, neither by
the earth, neither by any other oath; but let your yca,
be yea, and your nay, nay ; left ye fall into condemna-

tion.”

Ikhow, thefe paffagés are {aid to be levelled only
:fgamﬂ‘ profane {wearing in common converfation, but
this wxll appéar improbable when we refle&t, that our
Savnéur 5" 'words wcre ‘addrefled exclufively to his dif-
mplcs, and that the epiftle of St. James, from whence
thc prohfbl‘l‘fbn of fwearing is "taken, is dire@ted to a
number of pious converts to chriftianity, none of
whioiti, “dhy more than the difciples of our Lord, could
be {ufpeéted of profane ‘fwcaﬁng In common conver-
fation. Both paflages equally condemn oaths of every
kind, -and:, aemonfirate their contraricty to the gofpel
difpentation, . .

: i‘fﬁ&é 15“a peculiar meaning in the reafon which
is gn"en for- the’ pm]nbmon of {wéaring in the pre-
| cept, O our Sawour, viz. that any thing mor¢ than a

Hat'e aﬂinnatmn , cometh gf e/, Yes, it came originally
fiomm the- unmiverfal prevalance of falichood in fociety ;

but the chriftian religion, by opening new fources of
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moral and religious cbligation, and by difcovering more
{ully the beauty and rewards of truth and deforniitv,
and future punifhment of falichood, has rendered the
obligation of oaths wholiy unnecefiary. They com-
ported with the feeble difcoveries of the Jewifh, and
the numcrous corruptions of the pagan religions ; but
they are uuneceflary under that full and clear manifes-
tation of the divine will which is contained in the
gofpel.  Cefar’s wife thould not be {ufpelted.—~ With
how much more propricty fhould this be faid of
tie veracity of a chriftian, than of the chaftity of
the wife of a heathen emperor, Every-time a chriftian
{wears, he expeles the purity and truth of his religion
to fufpicion. < As for you, Petrarch, your word is
fufficient,” faid the cardinal Colonna, in an enquiry
into the caufe of a riot that had happened in his fami-
ly, while that celebrated poet was a member of it;
and in which he exa@ted an oath from cvery cther
member of his family, not excepting his own brother,
the bithop of Luna. The fame addrefs thould be made
to every chriftian, when he is called upon to declare
the truth. ¢ You believe in a future ftate of rewards
and punifhment—you profefs to be the follower of
that Being who has inculcated a' regard for truth,
under the awful confidzaration of his -omnifcience, and
who has emphatically fiyled himfelf. the TrUTH.Y

2our awordy therefore, i fuficient.

A nobleman is permitted, by the laws of England,
to declare the truth ‘upon his Zomowr. “The profeflion
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of chriftianity is declared in fcripture to be an high
calling, and chriftians are faid to be priefs and kg,
Strange ! that perfons of fuch high rank, fhould be
treated with lefs refpect than Englifh noblemen ; and
ftill more ftrange ! that perfons poflefling thefe auguft
titles, fhould betray their illuftrious birth and dignity,
by conforming to a practice which tends fo much
to invalhidate thF truth and excellency of their re-
ligion. h

It is very remarkable, that in all the 2ccounts we
~ have of the intercourfe of our Saviour with his dif-
ciples, and of their fubfequent intercourfe wit each
other, there 1s no mention made of a fingle oath being
taken by either of them.

Perhaps there never was an event in which the
higheft degrees of evidence were more neceffary, than
they were to eftablifh the truth of the refurrection

of our Saviour, as on the truth of this miracle depen-
ded the credibility.of the chnftian religion. Butin
the eftablifhment of the truth of this great event, no
oath is taken, or required. The witneffes of it fimply

relate what they faw, and are believed by all the
difciples except one, who fiill remembered too well

the prohibition of his mafter, ¢ {wear not at 2il,” to
afk for an oath to remove his unbelief.

It is worthy of notice likewife, that no prepofterous
oath of office is required of the difciples when they
aflume the apoitolic charaler, and are fent forth to
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preach the gofpel to all nations. How unlike the
{pirit of the gofpel are thofe human conftitutions and
laws, which require oaths of fidelity, every year ! and
which appear to be founded in the abfurd idea that
men are at all times the guardians of their own

virtue.

There can be no doubt of chriftians having uniform-
ly refufed to take an oath in the firlt ages of the
church ;: nor did they conform to this pagan cuftom,
till after chriftianity was corrupted by a mixture with
many other parts of the pagan and Jewifh religions.

There are two arguments in favour of oaths
which are derived from the new teftament, and which
remain to be refuted.—ift St. Paul ufes feveral ex-
preflions in his epiftles which amount to oaths, and
cven declares ¢ an oath to be the end of ftrife.” It
was the character of St. Paul, that he became all
things to all men. He circumcifed as well as baptized
Jews, and he proves the truth of revelation by a quota-
tion from a heathen poet. Qaths were a part of the
Jewifh and pagan inftitutions—and, like feveral other
ceremonies, for fome time, continued to retain a
ftrong hold of the prejudices of the new converts to
chriftianity. But the above words of the Apoftle,
which have been urged in favor of fwearing, are by no
means intchded to apply to common life. They have
& retrofpet to the prc;mifc made to Abraham of the
coming of the Mefliah, and were defigned to fhew the
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certainty of that event in a language which was accom-
modated to the idea of the Jewifh nation.

2d. It has beeen faid, that the grcat Jehovah
frequently {wears, both in the old and new teftament,
ard that the angel who is to found the laft trumpet
will ¢«fwear that time fhallbe no more.” Every expre{ii-
on of this kind fhould be confidered as an accomodation
to Jewifh and pagan cuftoms, in order to render the
truths of revelation more intelligible and acceptable.
The Supreme Being, for the fame rcafons, often
aflumes to himiclf the violent paflions, and evea the
features and {enfes of men; and yet who can fuppofe
it proper to afcribe either of them to. a Being, one
of whofe pcrfections confifts in his exifting as a pure

unchangeable fpirit.

If oaths are contrary to reafon, and have a pernicious
widuence upon morals and the order of fociety ; and
above all, if they are contrary to .the precepts and
fpirit of the gofpel; it becomes legiflators and minis-
ters of the gofpel to confider how far they are relponfi-
ble for all the falfchood, profane fwearing and perjury
that exift in {fociety. It is-in the power of legiflators
" to aboiith oaths, by expunging them from our laws;
- end it 1s in the power of munifters of the gofpel, by
their influence and example, to render .truth fo fimple
and obligatery, that human governments fhail be
afhamed to afk any other mode of declaring it, from
Chriftians, than by a bare affirmation. .



The friends of virtue and freedom have beheld,
with great pleafure, a new conftitution eftablifhed
in the United States, whofe objects are peace, unionand
juftice. It will be in the power of the firft congrefs
that fhall aét under this conftitution, to fet the world
au cxample of enlightened policy, by framing laws
that fhall command obedience without the abfurd and
improper obligation of oaths. By this means they
will add the reftoration and eftablifhment of TrUTH,
to the great and valuable obje€s' of the conftitution

el

that have been mentioned.
7(3/1- 29 17891
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AN ENQUIRY INTO TME EFFECTS OF PUBLIC PU-
NISHMENTS UPON CRIMINALS, AND UPON SOCIETY.
READ IN THE SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING POLILKI-
CAL ENQUIRIES, CONVENED AT THE HOUSE OF
BexjaM:x FrRaNxuLIN, Esq, IN PHILADELPHIA,

- Marcu gth, 1787,

¢ Accuftomed to look up to thofe nations from whom we kave derived

‘¢ our origin, for our laws, owropinions, and our manners ; we have re-
¢ tained, with unditinguithing reverence, tieir errors, with their im-
‘¢ provements; have blend 4, with our public inftitutions, the policy of
‘¢ diflimilar countries ; and have grafted, on an infan: commonwealth,

¢¢ the manners of ancient and corrupted monarchies.” Preracr- To
THE LAWS OF THE SOCIETY FOR POLITICAL XNQUIRIRS.

HE defign of punifhment is faid to be, 1ft,

y to rcform the perfon who fuffers it 3 2dly,
to prevent the perpetration of crimes, by exciting ter-
ror in the. minds of fpe@arors ; and, 3dly, to remove
thofc perfons from fociety, who have manifefted, by
their tempers and crimes, that they are unfit to live

i 1it.

»

From the firft inftitution of govcrnm'cnts, in every
age and country (with but a few exceptions) legifla-
tors have thought that punifhments fhould be public,
in order to anfwer the two “firft of thelc intentions.
It will require fome fortitude to combat opinions that
have been fan&ified by fuch long. and general preju-



