THE POETICAL

WORKS

Of that Witty LOR D

Fobn Earl of Rochefier:

Left in Ranger’s Lodge in Woodftock Park,

where his Lorpsuip died, and
never before Printed ;

WITH

Some AccounT of the LIF E of that
ingenious Nobleman.

EXTRACTED

From Bithop Burnet, and other Eminent Writers,

L ONDON:
Printed in the Y E AR mpccrxn



P T was long fuppofed (by a Tradition
65| 7 3 in the Family) that Lord Rochefter
o left many of bis Writings unpublifb-

ed at bisDeathy but where they were,
or in whofe Hand depofited, remained a Secret for
many Years; and bad remained fo for ever, bad
tbe Servant, to whofe Care they were entrufied to
burn them, performed the Charge be was firicily
erjoined by bis Lerdfbip to execute a ferw Hours
before bis Deceafe. But this faithlefs Servant,who
was.very illiterate, fancying the Popers be was

commiffioncd to defiray, contained femething uncos-.

IR



i The PREFACE

mon and valuable, delay'd their Defiruttion Time
after Time, till be bad almoft forgotten be bad any
fuch Things : Not daring in the Interim to fhew

*em to any Body, for fear bis Falfbood fbould be
deteited.  As be received them Young, and lived
20 a great Age, they were found but a few Years
ago, by bis Grand-daughter, who then lived with
bim at the Time of bis Death, in fearching after
bis Will; He being at that Time in a Kind of
Trance, and paft all Hopes of Recovery.

As this young Woman knew as little of Wri-
tings-as ber Grand-father, fbe did not doubt, up-
on the Manufcript’s coming to Light, but fbe bad
found bis Will, and well hoped from the Bulk of
it, that it contained [omething very confiderable
and as [uch, it was put into the Hands of a
neighbonring Gentleman, who, n bis Youth, had
praliifed the Law, for the Favour of bis Advice,
On the Difcovery of its being no Will, the young
Woman, who was now become fole Heir to ber
Grand-father, and to wham the Contents of the
[aidWritings eppeared neither ufeful nor valuable,
made & prefent of them to the faid Gentleman for

bis
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bis Trouble, upon Intimation that the fame would
be a [ufficiens Gratuity for the Pains be bad
taken in their perufal. '

¢
This Gentleman, who was always an Admirer

of the Mufes, communicated thefe Remains of .
Lord Rochefter’s to bis intimate Friends, and
to feveral refpeciable Perfons in the Univerfity of
Oxford, whe greatly approving thereof, con-
frained bim to fend them Abroad in this Man-
nery that the Young, the Gay, and the Witty,
might bave Jomething new and diverting, to pafs
away the enfuing Winter Evenings.

As moft of thefe Pieces were written when the
Hey-day of bis Lordfbip’s Blood was a litile
over, they are penned with a frifler Regard to
Decency and good Manners, than fome of bis
former Writings. |

As bis Lordfbip was attended in bis laff Me-
ments by [everal eminent Divines, and in whom
be placed a very great Confidence, it may be
wondered, why be did not commit the Care of bis

- Whritings
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Writings to their Hands fer Defiruliion, ratber
than to an illiterate Servant : But as be died a
 wery great Penitent for the inordinate Sallies of
youthful Profligacy, which the Gaiety of the Age
be lived in, bad made bim guilty of, be probably
aid not chufe to let them fee a Collefion that (as
mere Divines) they muft bave condemned rather
than applauded, efpecially at that Crifis 3 and by
unfeafonable Animadverfions might bave raifed
their difagreeable Ideas in bimfelf, and put better
~ Thoughts out of bis tranguil Mind, then duly
prepared and ready for Eternity : or elfe, againft
bis Lordfbip’s Inclination, they might bave faved
them for fome future Purpofe.

This Humour of defiroying Writings bas been
prevalent in fundry Ages, when the Authors
thereof bave been on the Verge of Diffolution.
Sir Philip Sidney, in great Anguifb, ordered bis
Arcadia to be burnt: And Sir Walter Raw-
leigh, aftuclly burnt bimfelf, the fecond Part of
bis Hiftory of the World, a few Hours before
be was to fuffer.

Thus



Thus much we bave thought fit to fay, to fatisfy
the inquifitive Reader, concerning the Publicati-
on of thefe Writings, folong after the Death of
the Noble Autbor,

As to the Work itfelf, the very Name of Ro-
chefter s a (ufficient Paflport wherever the
Englith is fpoken or underfrood : And we doubt
not but it will give the bigheft Delight to all
thofe who bave Youth, Fire, Wit and Difcern-
ment 5 nor be even diftafieful to thofe cool Readers
who bave lived *till Pleafure bath lof its Relifb,
and witty Things their Power to provoke Mirth,
Laugbter and Delelation.  There being a
Seaion for all Things under the Sun,

THE
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farl of ROCHESTER.

o ﬂiOHN W ilmot, the celebrated and witty Earl
?, ¥ 5: of Rochefler, was the Son of Hewry Earl of 1
X Y2 Rockefier, belt known by the Title of
ﬂﬁ Lord Wilmot; to wholfe Condu@ and
Bravery King Charles, the Second’s Prefervation, after
Worcefler Fight, was entirely owing ; the Earl not on-
ly thewing him the hiding Place in the Oak, but alf
procured him a fafe Retreat into foreign Parts,

He was born in A4pril 1648, and very early taken
notice of for the Luftre of his Genius ; and having ac-"
quired an uncommon Perfe&tion 1a the Latix Tongue,
was highly delighted with thofe incomparable Authors
that flourithed in the Reign of Auguffus Cefar. At
twelve Years of Age (his Father being dead) he was

{ent to the Univerfity of Oxford, and committed to the .
K : Cae
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Care of Dr. Blandford, aftewards Bifhop of Wurcefler,
But King Charles being now reftored to his Right, and
the whole Nation keeping an univerfal Jubilee for Joy,
he could noc be prevailed upon to ftay there. And
joining with the jovial Humour of the Age, became a~
good Fellow before he was a Man. To avoid which
he was fent to travel much {ooner than otherwife he
would have been, under the Governance of Dr. Bal-
four, a Scorch Phyfician ; whofe Love to Learning and
good Morals, rendered him a proper Perfon for fuch a
Charge ; and who difcharged his Truft more like a
Father than a Governor. For feeing the young Earl’s
Genius more delighted with Gaiety than Study, he
chofe fuch Things for him to read, as he was fure
would catch his brilliant Fancy, and going from one
fuch Artifice to another, he brought him -back to fuch
a Love of Reading, as could never be fupplanted by
any other Entertainment, to his dying Day. During
his ftay Abroad, he learmt the Fresxch and Italian
Tongues ; with fome Knowledge in Phyfic ; which en-
abled him to play the Quack fo well as he did upon
Tower-Hill afterwards. At his Return, tho’-he was
but in his 18th Year, ke appeared at Court with as
great Advantages as moft ever had. His Perfon was
graceful, tall and well fhaped ; he was exaltly well-
bred ; of a'modeft Rehaviour and affable Deportment,
His Converfation was eafy and obliging, adorned with
fich a-farprifing Vivacity of Thought, and Sweetnefs
" of Expreflion, as never failed to captivate his. Hearers,
And ‘when Bocwrete; hiy Stile:was clowr and frong ;
. . hj§
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his Wit fublirﬁe and pithy : And when he ufed Migures
they were ufually new, and always {prightly.

Boilean among the French, and Cozvley among the Exg-
lith, were the Authors he took moft delight in, (the
latter being then, the principal Poet in vogue) but hav-
ing an unbounded Thirft after Knowledge, he read
every Thing : And as the Bee can draw Honey from
the meaneft Flower in the Field, fo this witty Lord
never met with any Thing but what he could ftrike
fomething out of. So that ’tis no wonder his Pre-
{ence proved fo acceptable in a Court of {fo much
Gaiety.

In the Winter of the Year 1665 he went to Sea,
with the Earl of Sandzvich, when he was fent out agairft
the Dutch Eaft India Fleet, and was in the Ship called
the Revenge, Commanded by Sir Thomas Tiddiman, whe:
the attack was made on the Port of Bergen in Norwar,
the Dut.s Ships having got into that Port. It was,
fays Burnet, ¢ as Defperate an Attempt as ever was
¢ made, and during the whole A&ion, the Earl of Ro-
¢ chefter fhewed as brave and refolute a Courage as pof-
¢ fible. A Perfon of Honour told me he heard the
¢ Lord Clifford, who was in the fame Ship, often mag-
¢ nify his Courage at that Time very highly ; nor did
¢ the Rigour of the Seafon, the Hardnefs of the Voyage,
¢ and the extreme Danger he had been in, deter him
¢ from running the like the very next Occafion ; for
4 the Summer following he went to Sea again, without
¢ communicating his Defign: to his nearelt Relations.

a2 _‘He'
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<'He went aboard the Ship commanded by Sir Edwward

¢ Spragee, the Day before the great Sea-fight of that
¢Year; almoft all the Vcluuntéers that went in that
“:Ship were killed. During the Aflion, Sir Edwa d
* Spragge not being fatisfied with the Behaviour of one
¢.of the Captains, couid not eafily find a Perfon that
* would undertake to venture tarough fo much Danger
¢ to carry his Command to the Captain ; this Lord of-
¢:fered himfelf to the Service, and went 1n a httle
¢ Boat, through all the Shot, and delivered his Med-
‘ fage, and returned back to Sir Edward, which was
¢ much commended by all that faw 1t.”  Thefe are the
early Inftances of Courage, which can be produced 1n
Favour of Lord Rochefler.

Since his Travels, and naval Expeditions he feemed
to have contra@ed a Habit of Temperance, 1n which
had he been fo happy as to preferve, he muft have
efcaped that fatal Rock, on which he afterwards {plit,
upon his return to Court, where Love and Pleafure
kept their perpetual Rounds, under the Smiles of a
Prince, whom Nature had fitted for all the Enjoyments
of the moft luxurious Defires. In Times fo diffolute
as thefe, it is no Wonder if a Man of {o warm a Con-.
Qitution as Rochefer, could not refift the too flattering
‘Temptations, which were helghtened by the Participa-
sions of the Courtin general. 'The uncommon Charms
of Rochefier’s Converfation, induced all Men to court

him as a Companion, tho’ they often paid too dear for

sheir Cyriofity, by being madg the Subjed of his lam-
. poons,
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poozs, 1f they happened to have any Oddities in their
Temper, by the expofing of which he could humoar
his Propenfity to Scandal.  His pleafant Extravagances
{foen became the Subjelt of general Converfation, by
which his Vanity was at once fiattered, and his Turn
of Satire rendered more keen, by the Succefsitmet with.

Rochefler had certainly a truc Talent for Satize, and
he {pared neither Friends nor Foes, but letit loofe on
all without Difcrimination. Majefty itfelf was not
{fecure from it} he more than once lampooned the
King, whofe Weaknefs and Attachment to fome of his
Miftrefiefs, he endeavoured to cure by feveral means,
that 1s, either by winning them from him, in fpite of
the Indulgence and Liberality they felt from a Royal
Gallant, or by feverely lampooning them and kim on
various Qccafions ; which.the King, who was a Man
of Wit and Pleafure, as well as his Lordihip, took for
the natural Sallies of his Genius, and meant rather as
the Amufements of his Fancy, than.as the Efforts of
Malice ; yet, either by a too frequent Repetition, ora
too clofe and poignant Virulence, the King banithed
him the Court for a Satire made diretly on him ; this
Satire confift of twent}{-efght Stanzas, and 1s entitled
The Refloration, or the Hiftory of the Infipids.

Much about this Time the Duke of Buckingham was
under Diforace, for Things of another Nature, and
being difengaged from any particular Attachment in
Town, he and Lord Rochefler refolved, like Don Quixste
of old, to fet out in queft of Adventures; and they
met with fome that will appear entertaining to our

2 3 Readers,
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Rearders, which we fhall give upon the Authority of
Roch:fler’s Life, prefixed to his Works.  Among many
other Advertures the following was one:

There happened to be an Inn on Neavmarker Road
to be let, they difguifed themfelves in proper Habits
for the Perfons they were to affume, and joitly took
this [nn, in which each 1n his Turn officiated as Mafter;
but they foon made this Subfervient to Purpofes of an-
other Nature.

Having carefully obferved the pretty Girls in the
Courtry with whom they were moft captivated, (they
confidered not whether Maids, Wives, or Widows) and
to gain Opportunities of feducing them, they invited
the Neighbours, who had either Wives or Daughters,
to frequent Feafts, where the Men were plied hard
with good Liquor, and the Women fufficiently warmed
to make but as little Refiftance as would be agreeable
to their Inclinations, dealing out their Poifon to both
Sexes, infpiring the Men with Wine, and other ftrong
Liquors, and the Women with Love ; thus they were
able to deflower many a Virgin, and alienate the Af-
feftions of many a Wife by this odd Stratagem ; and
it is difficult to fay, whether it is poflible for two Men
to live to a worfe Purpofe.

It is natural to imagine that this Kind of Life could
“not be of long Duration. Featfts fo frequently given,
and that without any thing to pay, muft givea trong
Sufpicion that the Iun-keepers muft foon break, or
that they were of fuch Fortune and Circumftances, as

did not well fuit the Poft they were in.—This their
‘ Lordfhips
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Lordfhips were fenfible of, but not much concerned
about it, fince they were feldlom found long to con-
-tinue in the fame Sort of Adventures, Variety being
the Life of their Enjoyments. Itwas befides, near the
Time of his Majefty’s going to Neavmarket, when they
defigned, that the Difcovery of their real Plots, fhould
clear them of the Imputation of being concerned in
any more pernicious to the Government. Thefe two
Conjeftures meeting, they thought themfelves obliged
to difpatch two important Adventures, which they had
not yet heen able to compafs.—There was an old co-
‘vetous Mifer in the Neighbourhood, who notwith-
‘ftanding his Age, was in Poffeflion of a very agreeable
young Wife. Her Hufband watched her with the fame
Afliduity he did his Money, and never trufted her out
of his Sight, but under the Protetion of an old Maiden
Sifter, who never had HKerfelf experienced the Joys of
Love, and bore no great Benevolence to all who were
young and handfome. Qurnoble Inn-keepers had no
manner of Doubt of his accepting a Treat, as many
had done, for he loved good Living with all his Heart,
‘when it coft him nothing ; and except upon thefe Oc-
cafions he was the moft temperate and abftemious Man
alive; but then they could never prevail with him
‘to bring his Wife, notwithftandin o they urged the Pre-
fence of fo many good Wives in the Neighbourhood
to keep her Company. All their Study was then how
to deceive the old Sifter at Home, who was fet as a
‘Guardian over that Fruit which the Mifer could neither

a4 cat
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eat himfc!f, nor fuffer any other to tafte'; but fuch 2
Difficulty as this was {foon to be overcome by fuch In-

ventions. It was therefore agreed that Lord Recheffer
fhould be drefled in Woman’s Cloaths, and while the

Hufband was feafting with my Lord Duke, he fhould
make Trial of his Skill with the old Woman at Home.
He had learned that fhe had no Averfion to the Bottle
when fhe could come fecretly and conveniently at it.
Equipped like a Country Lafs, and furnithed with a
Bottle of Spiritous Liquors, he marched to the old
Mifer’s Houfe. It was with Difficulty he found Means
to {peak with the old Woman, but at laft obtained the
Favour ; where perfe& in all the Cant of thofe People,
he began to tell the Occafion of his coming, in Hopes
fhe would invite him to come in, but all in Vain ; he
was admitted no further than the Porch, with the
Houfe Door a-jar : At laft, my Lord finding no other
‘Way, fell upon this Expedient. He pretended to be
taken fuddenly Ill, and tumbled down upon the
“Threfhold. ‘This Noife brings the young Wife to
them, who with much Trouble perfuades her Keeper
to help her into the Houfe, in Regard to the Decorum
of her Sex, and the unhappy Condition fhe was in.
The Dcor had nct been long fhut, till cur Impoftor
by chm;:s recovers, and being fet on a Chair, cants a

very religious Thankfgiving to the good Gentlewo-
man for her Kindnefs, and obferved how deplorable 1t
was to be fubje& to fuch Fits, which often took her

.in the Street, and expofed her to many Accidents, but
J . - cvery
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every now and then took a Sip of the Bottle, and re-
commended it to the old Benefattrefs, who was fure to
drink a hearty Dram. His Lordfhip had another Bot-
tle in his Pocket qualified with a Opium, which would
fooner accomplifh his Defire, by giving the Woman a
fomniferous Dofe, which drinking with Greedinefs,.
fhe foon fell faft afleep.

His. Lordthip having fo far fucceeded, and being
fired with the Prefence of the young Wife, for whoi .
he had formed this odd Scheme, his Defires became
impetuous, which produced a Change of Colour, and.-
made the artlefs Creature imagine the Fit was return-

ing.. My Lord then afked if the would be fo charita- .
ble as to let him lie down on the Bed ; the good-
natured young Woman fhewcd him the Way, and be-
ing laid down, and ftaying by him at his Requeft, he
put her in Mind of her Condition, afking about her
Hufpand, whom the young Woman painted in his-
true Colours, as a furly, jealous old Tyrant. The
reral Innocent imagining fhe had only a Woman .
with her, was lefs reférved in her Behaviour and Ex-
preffions on that Account, and his Lordfhip foon found
that a Tale of Love would not be unpleafing ‘to her. .
Being now no longer able to curb his Appctite, whicl,
was wound up beyond the Power of Reftraint, he de-
clared his Sex to her, and without much ftrageling
enjoyed her, |
He now became as Happy as Indulgence- could
make him ; and when the firft Traniports were over,
a3 he
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he contrived the Efcape of this young Adultrefs from

the Prifon of her Keeper. She hearkened to his Pro-
pofals with Pleafure, and before the old Gentlewoman

was awake, fhe robbed her Hufband of an Hundred
and Fifty Pieces, and marched off with Lord Rockefter
40 the Inn, about Midnight.

They were to pafs over three or four Fields before
they could reach it, and in going over the laft, they
very nearly efcaped falling into the Enemy’s Hands;
but the Voice of the Hufband difcovering who he was,
our Adventurers ftruck down the Field out of the
Path, and for the greater Security lay down in the
Grafs, 'The Place, the Occafion, and the Perfon that
was fo near, put his Lordfhip in Mind of regewing
his Pleafure almoft in Sight of the Cuckold. The
Fair was no longer coy, and eafily yielded to his De-
fires. He in fhort carried the Gitl Home, and then
Pmﬁituted her to the Duke’s Pleafure, after he had
been cloyed himfelf. The old Man going Home, and
inding his Safter afleep, his Wife fled, and his Money
gone, was thrown into a State of Madnefs, and foon
banged himfelf, The News was foon {pread about
the Neighbourhood, and reached the Inn, where both
I:.ove:s, now as Weary of their Purchafe as Defirous

of 1t before, advifed her to go to London, with which
fhe comphed, and in all Probability followed there
‘the Trade of Proftitution for a Subfiftence.

The King, foon after this infamous Adventure,

~ coming that Way, found them both in their Poft at the

Inn,
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Inn, took them again into Favour, and fuffered them

to go with him to Newmarket. This Exploit of Lord

Rochefter is not at all improbable, when his Charadter

is confidered ; his Treachery in the Affair of the Mi-

fer’s Wife is very like him; and furely it was one of
the greateft Alts of Balenefs of which he was ever
guilty ; he artfully feduced her, while her unfufpeted
. Hufband was entertamed by the Duke of Buckingham;

he contrived a Robbery, and produced the Death of
the injured Hufband ; this complicated Crime was one
of thofe heavy Charges on his Mind when he lay on

his Death-bed, under the dreadful Alarms of his Con-
{cience.

His Lordfhip’s Amours at Court made a great Noife
in the World of Gallantry, efpecially that which he
had with the celebrated Mrs. Rolerts, Miftrefs to the
King, whom fhe abandoned for the Pofleflion of Ro-
chefler’s Heart, which fhe found to her Experience, it
was not in her Power long to hold. The Earl, whg
was foon cloyed with the Poflefiion of any one Wo-
man, though the Faireft in the World, forfook her.
'The Lady after the firft Indignation of her Paflion fub-
fided, grew as indifferent, and confidered upon the
proper Means of retrreving the King’s Affeétions. The
Occafion was luckily given her one Morning while
fhe was drefling : She faw the King coming by, fhe
hurried down with her Hair difheveled, threw herfelf
at his Feet, implored his Pardon, and vowed Con-
ftancy for the Future. The King, overcome with the
well-diffembled -Agonies of this Beauty, raif¢d her up,

took
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took her in his Arms, and protefted no Man could fee
her,and notloveher : He waited on her to her Lodging,
and there compleated the Reconciliation. This eafy
Behaviour of the King, had, with many other Inftances
of the fame Kind, determined my Lord Hallifax to
aflert, ¢¢ That the Love of King Charls 11. lay as
*¢ much as any Man’s in the lower Regions ; that he
¢ was indifferent as to their Conftancy, and only valued
¢¢ them for the fenfual Pleafure they could yield.”

Lord Rochefler’s Frolics in the Charaéter of a Mounte-
bank are well known, and the Speech which he made
upon that Occafion of his firft turning Itinerant Dec-
tor, has been often printed ; there is in it a true Spirit
of Satire, and a Keenrefs of Lampoon, which is very
. much in the Charaéter of his Lordthip, who had cer-
tainly an original Turn for invelive and fatirical
Compofition,

We fhall give the follomng fhort Extral from this
celebrated Speech, in which his Lordthip’s Wit ap-

pears pretty confpicuous.
s If I appear (fays dlexander Bfﬂda) to any one like
. ¢ a Counterfeit, even for the Sake of that chiefly
.« ought I to be conftrued a true Man, who is the
«« Counterfeit’s Example, h1s Original, and that which
¢ he employs his Induftry and Pains to 1mitate and
« copy. Itis therefore my Fault if the Cheat, by has
¢« Wit and Endeavours, makes himfelf fo like me,
- ¢ that confequently I cannot avoid refembling him ?
¢ Confider, pray, the Valiant and the Coward, the
¢¢ wealthy Merchant and the Bankrupt; the Politician
¢ and
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¢ and the Fool ; they are the fame in many. Things,
¢¢ and differ but in one alone. The valiant Man
¢ holds up his Hand, looks confidently round about
¢ him, wears a Sword, courts a Lord’s Wife, and
« gwns it ; fo does the Coward. One only Point of

«¢ Honour, and that’s Courage, which (like falfe Me-
«¢ tal, one. only Trial can difcover) makes the Diftinc-
¢ tion. 'The Bankrupt walks the Exchange, buys Bar-
¢ gains, draws Bills, and accfcpts them with the Rich-
¢ eft, whilf Paper and Credit are current Coin ; that
“ which makes the Difference 15 real Cafh, a great
¢ Defe@ indeed, and yet but one, and that.the laft
¢ found out, and ftill till then the leaft perceived.—
“ Now for the Politician ; he 1s a grave, deliberating,
“ clofe, prying Man: Pray are there not grave, deli-
“ berating, clofe, prying Fools ? If therefore the Dif-
« fercnce betwixt all thefe (though infimte in Effe@)
¢ be {o nice in all Appearance, will you yet expeét it
“ fhould be otherwife between the falfe Phyfician,
“ Aftrologer, &¢. and the true ? The firft calls him.-
«¢ {elf learned Dotor, fends forth his Bills, gives Phy-
¢¢ {ic and Council, tclls, and foretells ; the other is
¢ hound to do juft as much, It s only your Experi-
«“ ence muft diftinguifh betwixt them, to which [ will-
“ ingly fubmit myieil.”

When Lord Recie?er was reftored again to the
Favour of King Charles I1. he continued the fame ex-
travagant Purfuits of Pleafure, and would even ufe

Freedoms with that Prince, whom he had before {o
much
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much offended ; for his Satire knew no Bounds, his
Invention was lively, and his Execution fharp.

He is fuppofed to have contrived with one of
Charles’s Miftrefles the following Stratagem to cure
" that Monarch of the noturnal Rambles to which he

addifted himfelf. He agreed to go out one Night with
~him to vifit a celebrated Houfe of Intrigue, where he
told his Majefty the fineft Woman in England were to
_be found. The King made no Scruple to affume his
ufual Difguife and accompany him, and while he was
engaged with one of the Ladies of Pleafure, being be-
fore inftruted by Rochefler how to behave, fhe pick’d
. his Pocket of all his Money and Watch, which the
King did not immediately mifs. Neither the People
of the Houfe, nor the Girl herfelf was made acquaint-
ed with the Quality of their Vifiter, nor had the leaft
Sufpicion who he was. When the Intrigue was end-
ed, the King enquired for Rockefler, but was told he
had quitted the Houfe, without taking Leave: But
into what Embaraffment was he thrown when upon
- fearching his Pockets, in order to difcharge the Reck-
oning, he found his Money gone; he was then reduc-
ed to alk the Favour of the Jezebel to give him Credit
till To-morrow, as the Gentleman who came in with
him had not returned, who was to have pay’d for
both. The Confequence of this Requeft was, he was
abufed, and Jaughed at; and the old Woman told
him, that fhe had often been ferved fuch dirty Tricks,

and would not permit him to ftir till the Reckoning
was
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was paid, and then called one of her Bullies to take
Care of him. In this ridiculous Difirefs flood the
Britifb Monarch ; the Prifoner of a Bawd, and the
Life upon whom the Nation’s Hopes were fixed, put
. 1n the Power of a Ruffian. After many Akercations
the King at laft propofed, that fhe fhould accept a
Ring which he then took off his Finger, in Pledge for
her Money, which fhe likewife refufed, and told him,
that as fhe was no judge of the Value of the Ring, the
did not chufe to accept fuch Pledges. The King then
defired that a Jeweller might be called to give his
Opinion of the Value of 1t, but he was anfwered, that
the Expedient was impradticable, as no Jeweller could
then be {fuppofed to be out of Bed. After much En-
treaty his Majefty at laft prevailed upon the Fellow,
to knock up a Jeweller and thew him the Ring, which
as foon as he had infpeted, he ftood amazed, and en-
quired, with Eyes fixed upon the Fellow, who he had
got in his Houfe? To which he anfwered, a black-
fooking ugly Son of 3 W——, who had no Money in
his Pocket, and was obliged to pawn his Ring. The
Ring, fays the Jeweller, is fo immenfely rich, that but
one Man m the Nation could afford to wear it; and
that one is the King. The Jeweller being aftonifhed
at this Accident, went out with the Bully, in order to
be fully fatisfied of fo extraordinary an Affair; and as
{foon as he entered the Room, he fell on his Knees,
and with the utmoft Refpet prefented the Ring to his
Majefty., ‘The old Jezebel and the Bully finding the

€Xtra-
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f:xtraordinary Quality of their Gueft, were now con-

founded, and atked Pardon.moft fubmiffively on their
Knees. The King in.the beft natured Manner for-
gave them, and laughing, afked them, whether the
Ring would not bear another Bottle.

Thus ended this Adventure, in which the King
learned how dangerous it was to rifk his Perfon in
Night-frolics ; and could- not but feverely reprave
Rechefler for alting fuch a Part towards him ; however
he fincerely refolved never again to be guilty of the
like Indifcretion, _

Thefe are the moft material of the Adventures, and
libertine Courfes of the Lord Rockefler, which Hiftori-
ans and Biographers have tranfmitted to Pofterity.

We have now feen thefe Scenes of Lord Rocheffer’s
Life, in which he appears to little Advantage; it is
with infinite Pleaflure we can take a2 View of the
brighter Side of his Charafter; to do which, we muft
attend him to his Death-bed. Had he been the ami-
able Man Mr. Welfely reprefents him, he needed not
have fuffered fo many Pangs of Remorfe, nor felt the
Horiors of Confcience, nor been driven almoft to De-
{pair by his Reflexions on a mifpent Life.

Rochefier 1ived a Profligate, but he died a Penitent,
He lived in Defiance of all Principles; but when he
felt the cold Hand of Death upon him, he reflefted on
his Folly, and {aw that the Portion of Iniquity is, at
laft, fure to be only Pain and Anguiih.

Dr, Burnet, the excellent Bifhop of Sarum (however
he
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ke may be reviled by a Party) with-many other Obl»
gations conferred upon the World, has added fome
Account of Lord Rochefler 1n his dying Moments. No
ftate Policy in. this Cafe, can well be fuppofed to have
biaffed him, and when there are no Motives to Falfe-
hood, it 1s fomewhat cruel to difcredit Aflertions. The
Do&or could not be influenced by Views of Intcreft to
aive this, or any other Account of his Lordfhip ; and
could certainly have no other Incentive, but that of
{erving his Country, by thewing the Inftability of Vice,
and, by drawing into Light an iluftrious Penitent,
adding one Wreath more to the Banners of Virtue.

Burnet begins with telling us, that an Accident fell
out in the early Part of the Earl’s Life, which in its
Confequences confirmed him in the Purfuit of vicious
Courfes..

“« When he went to Sea in the Year 1665, there
¢ happened to be in the fame Ship with him, Mr.
 Montague, and another Gentleman of Quality ; thefe
“ two, the former efpecially, feemed perfuaded that

“ they fhould never return into England. Mr.. Monta-~
“ gue faid, he was fure of it ; the other was not fo po-

«“ fitive. The Earl of Rochefler and the laft of thefe
“ entered into a formal Engagement, not without Ce-
“ remonies of Religion, that if either of them died,
““ he fhould appear and give the other Notice of the
“ future State, if there was any. But Mr. Montggue
“ would not enter into the Bond. When the Day
¢ came that they thought to have taken the Dutco

| ' “ Fleat
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* Fleet in the Port of Bergen, Mr. Montague, though
“ he had fuch a firong Prefage in his Mind of his ap-
‘¢ proaching Death, yet he bravely ftayed all the while
‘“in’the Place of the greatelt Danger. The other
‘ Gentleman fignalized his Courage in the moft un-
‘¢ daunted Manner, till near the End of the A&tion;
“when he fell on a fudden into fuch 2 Trembling,
‘‘ that he could fcarce ftand: And Mr. Montague go-
““ing to him to hold him up, as they were in each
‘“ others Arms, a Cannon Ball carried away Mr. Mon-
¢ tague’s Belly, fo that he expired in an Hour after.”
The Earl of Rochefter told Dr. Burnet, that thefe Pre.
fages they had in their Minds, made fome Impreflion
on him that there were feparate Beings ; and that the
Soul either by a natural Sagacity, or fome fecret No-
tice communicated to it, had a Sort of Divination.
But this Gentleman’s never appearing was a Snare to
him during the Reft of his Life: Though when he
mentioned this, he could not but acknowledge, it was
an unreafonable Thing for him to think that Beings
in another State were not under fuch Laws and Limits

that they could not command their Motion, but as
the fupreme Power fhould order them ; and that one

who had fo corrupted the natural Principles of Truth

as he had, had no Reafon to expeft that Miracles
fhould be wrought for his Conviction.

He told Dr. Burnet another odd Prefage of ap-

. proaching Death, in Lady Ware, his Mother-in-law’s

Family, The Chaplain had dreamed that fuch a Day

he fhould die ; but being by all the Family laughed

out
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out of the Belief of 1t, he had almoft forgot it, till
the Evening before at Supper ; there being thirteen at
Table, according to an old Conceit that one of the
Family muft foon die, one of the young Ladies point-
ed to him, that he was the Perfon. Upon this the
Chaplain recalling to Mind his Dream, fell into fome
Diforder, and the Lady ?are reproving him for his
Superftition, he faid, he was confident he was to die
before Morning ; but he being in perfet Health, it
was not much minded. It was Saturday Night, and
he was to preach next Day. He went to his Chamber
and fet up late as it appeared by the burning of his
candle ; and he had been preparing his Notes fdr his
Sermon, but was found dead in his Bed next Morning.

Thefe Things his Lordfhip faid, made him incline
to believe that the Soul was of a Subftance diftint
from Matter ; but that which convinced him of it
was, that in his laft Sicknefs, which brought him fo
near his Death, when his.Spirits were {o {fpent he could
not move or ftir, and did not hope to live an Hour
he faid his Reafon and Judgment were fo clear and

ftrong, that from thence he was fully perfuaded, that
Death was not the Diffolution of the Soul, but only
the Separaten of it from Matter, He had in that
Sicknefs great Remorfe for his paft Life ; but he af-
terwards {aid, they were rather general and dark Hor-
rors, than any Conviétion of Tranfgreflion againit his
Maker ; he was forry he had lived fo as to wafte his
Strength fo foon, or that he had brought fuch an iil
Name upan himfelf; and had an Agony in his Mind

about
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about 1t, which he knew not well how to exprefs, but
believe that thefe Impunéions of Confcience rather
proceed from the Horror of his Condition, than any
true Contrition for the Errors of his Life,

During the Time Dr. Burnet was at Lord Rockefiei's
. Houfe, they entered frequently into Converfation up-
on the Topics of natural and revealed Religion, which
the Dotor endeavoured to enlarge upon, and explain
in a Manner fuitable to the Condition of a dying Pe-
mtent ; his Lordfhip exprefled much Contrition for
his having fo often violated the Laws of the one,
againft his better Knowledge, and having fpurned the
Authority of the other in the Pride of wanton Sophi-
firy. He declared that he was fatisfied of the Truth
of the Chriftian Religion, that he thought it the Infti-
tution of Heaven, and afforded the moft natural Idea
~ of the fupreme Being, as well as the moft forcible
Motives to Virtue of any Faith profefled amongt
Men. -
¢ He was not only fatisfied (fays Dr.. Burnet) of the
¢ Truth of our Holy Religion, merely as a Matter of
¢ Speculation, but was perfuaded likewife of the
¢ Power of inward Grrace, of which he gave me this
¢ ftrange Account. He, faid Mr. Par/fons, in order to his
¢ Conviction, read to him the g3d.Chapter of the Pro-
¢ phefies of Ifaiah, and compared that with the Hif-
¢ tory of our Saviour’s Paflion, that he might there {ee
¢ a Prophefy concerning it, written many Ages before
¢ it was done ; which the Fewws that blalphemed Fefus
¢ Chriff il kept in their Hands as a-Book divinely
¢ infpired,
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¢ jalpired. He faid, as he heard it read, he felt an
¢ inward Force upon him, which did fo enlighten his
« Mind and convince him, that he could refift it no
« longer, for the Words had an Authority which did
¢ fhoot :like*Ra}ts or Beams 1n his Mind, fo that he
¢ was not only convinced by the Reafonings he had
« about 1t, which {atisfied his Underftanding, but by
‘ a2 Power, which did fo effeCtually conftrain him that
¢ he ever after firmly believed in his Saviour, as if he
¢ had feen him in the Clouds.’

We are net quite certain whether there is not a
Tinfure of Entbufia{m in this Account given by his
Lordthip, as it is too natural to fly from one Extreme
to another, from the Excefles of Debauchery to the
Gloom of Methodifm ; but even 1f we fuppofe this to
have heen the Cafe, he was certainly in the fafeft Ex-
treme ; and there is more Comfort n hearing that a
Man whofe Life had been {o remarkably profligate as
his, thould die under fuch Impreflions, than quit the
World without one Pang for paft Offences.

The Bithop gives an Inftance of the great Alterati-

on of his Lordfhip’s Temper and Difpofitions (from
what they were formerly) in his Sicknefs, ¢ When.
¢ ever he happened to be out of Order, either by Pain
¢ or Sicknefs, his Temper became quite ungovernable,
¢ and his Paflions fo fierce, that his Servants were afraid
“ to approach him. But in this laft Sicknefs he was all
¢ Humility, Patience, and Refignation. Once he

“was a little offended with the Delay of a Servant,
| ¢ whe
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< who he thought made not Hafte enough, with {ome-
¢ what he called for, and faid 1n a little Heat, that
. ¢« damn’d Fellow.” Soon after, fays the Dottor, I told
him that I was glad to find his Stile fo reformed, and
that he had fo entirely over come that i1l Habit of

Swearing, only that Word of calling any damned
which had returned upon him was not decent; his

Anfwer was, ¢ O that Language of Fiends, which was
s fo familiar to me, hangs yet about me, fure none has
¢ deferved more to be damned than I have done ; and
¢ after he had humbly alked God Pardon for it, he
¢ defired me to call the Perfon to him that he might
¢ atk him Forgivenefs ; but I told him that was necd-
¢ lefs, for he had fzid it of one who did not hear it,
¢ and fo could not be offended by it.  In this Difpofi-
¢ tion of Mind, continues the Bifhop, all the While I
¢ was with him four Days together; he was then
"« brought fo,low that all Hope of Recovery was gone.
¢ Much purulent Matter came from him with his
¢« Urine, which he pafled always with Pain, but one
* Day with inexprefible Torment ; yet he bore it de-
¢ cently, without breaking out into Repinings, or im-
¢ patient Complaints. Nature being at laft quite ex-
¢ haufted, and all the Floods of Life .gone, he died
¢ without a Groan on the 26th of Fuly 1680, in the
¢ 33d Year of his Ags. A Day or two before his
¢ Death he lay much filent, and feemed extremely
¢ devout in his Contemplations; he was frequently

¢ obferved
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¢ obferved to raife his Eyes to Heaven, and fend forth
¢ Ejaculations to the Searcher of Hearts, who faw his
¢ Penitence, and who, he hoped, would forgive him."

Thus died Lord Rechefler, an amazing Inftance of the
Goodnefs of God, who permitted him to enjoy Time,

and inclined his Heart to pemitence. As by his Life
he was fuffered to fet an Example of the moft abandon-
ed Diffolutenefs to the World ; fo by his Death, he
was a lively Demonftration of the Fruitlefinefs of vici-
ous Courfes, and may be propofed as an Example to
2ll thofe who are captivated with the Charms of guilty
Pleafure.

Let all his Failings now {leep with him in the
Grave, and let us only think of his clofing Moments,
his Penitence, and Reiormation, Had he heen per-
mitted to have recovered his Illnefs, it 1s reafonable to
prefume he would have been as Iively an Example of
Yirtue, as he had ever been of Vice, and have born hig
Teftimony in Favour of Religion.

He left behind him a Son named Charles, who dy-
ing on the 12th of Nowember, was buried by his Father
on the 7th of December following : He alfo left behind
him threeDaughters. The Male Line ceafing, Charles 11.
conferred the Title of Earl of Rochefler on Lawrence
Vifcount Killingworth, a young Son of Edward Earl of
Clarendon,
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