THE

RIGHTS OF G.D

OCCASIONED BY

b |

M?” Pame 5' ¢ Rzgﬁts of Mcm
‘and his ot/zer Publications s

By Way of buef ANSWER to THEM,
:37/ 42

,----C*
A WORD IN SEASON 3

TO THOSE

Who wifh, and to iﬁfyé who dread a Revolution
in: E N G LA N D.

\

INTENDL‘D AS

By the REV.JOHN RILAT\‘ . M. A.

LR L B RFT ) . L.

Retlor qf Sutton Cok:%eld I’Varwzcéjmm.

" THE SECOND EDITION.

\ MATTHEW xXil. 21.

 Render therefore unto Cefar, the Things which

iidiare Cafar’s; and unto Gobp, the Things which. are
“ GOD’ 7 . 5

.BIRMINGHAM*

?RINI‘ED AND SOLD sx EDWARD JONES, 1x BULL STREE'I‘,
JERTE 1792

[Przcc—-ﬂzrcc Pence. ]

By
;‘ ﬂ 'Hl'
¥ e



%«f«%«“«%w«%«%««
P R E F A C E

To thofe GENTLEMEN, who meet at
the Crown and Anchor. Tavern,
in.London, as an Aflociation
< for plefervmg LiseRTy and
‘% PROPERTY,,  againft REPUBLI-

¢ cans and LEVELLERS + . and

- more partlcularly to thiofe GEN-

tLEMEN in.the Town -of  Bir-
mINGHAM, who meet there for
the fame laudable Purpole :—

GENTLEMEN,

A

\

A S one profefled Defign, I oblerve, of your
Affociatioﬁ'?fis‘ for the * difcouraging and fup-

“ prefling feditious Publications, tending to
“ difturb the Peace of this Kingdom,” I truft
I may venture to fay, I cannot furely but meet
your private Feelings, and further your Public
Refolutions, with a brief Publication. of an
oppofite Tendency; I hope, therefore, it will
find with you no unpleafing Recéption, and
efpecially when I Notice your ¢hird Refolution.
The Maintenance of Truth is the Refutation of
Error; and, I hope the latter is before you;

A 2 becaufe
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becaufe I believe. the . ﬁrﬂ: 1S. - If THE Ri1GHTS Z-’
or. Gop were made “more vof, 'and” weré -more
fpoken of, by us, the rcal nghts of Man would be
lefs, and his 1naginary ones not at all., They who
woulad have Gop’s Ble{ﬁnﬂ" on the Vatlon f.oucrht
to make more mention of his Name, in their
Puklic Relolutions for the Welfare of it, than
they, do. I hope this "Attémpt, . however little
and feeble, which. I:make,. not- unfitly, I .truft,
in my c[eucal Line and’ Ofﬁqe will help to
fupply that O'Bfervabf and lamrénteéd Oniiflion
And, may;: -this-my Endeavpur be: bleffed @F"‘GOD,
that the Nation mﬁy' Praymg our.-Gop to
profpér iwhat is dorie,’ "by you a ﬁl’ "by me, for
his Honour:: wit h our: C@ﬁmtry GO ci " and
hoping, W‘hlﬂﬂ': your. Caridoyr. covers. the Defi-
cwnmes, j}"éij'l"' Zeal'will leElay the Deﬁgn of my
Addréfs &7 remain; than ing® yéu- 4l fo ryour
united pnd ;laudable Afleciation, -and: begging

u- - *

your Steadmefs aﬁd Pcrfevemmce m;yo,u.r gene-
L e

* r-h‘._F

rous Purgoefe..” - - - o

J SRS
Your oélzged a/nd obedzemf .

.F?’z emi mzd S emmt

- 1 1_‘ 1. "*1
PR ] plp"'lfz ¥ .

. &
PR " - 1

Fa s L u
PR }_...J L%

Deceméer 12, 179’2. o

i P a v ' * IR 1:’__,
N Sk ] RT“I‘A
.?‘ .p-'!." ) b . . - C ) ‘ "iril* I‘} “-"'J'{.'."- .:
- PARSONAGE, O T R
A J-l'..lil i3 .* :_, : ,:1}.. Y e e A e h s
“Shttdh C“ch{ﬁdd e o
) L ; > b - Wom a

- r
] " 1
o ' ) - Wy ﬂ""r‘-i':rlq :' a ) r r iy 'H'Ill'l.rl'i.r*'\
ot ' Ly fa ) . . ! : i . W -
" L




S T T e e AR s S

Tue Ricurs oF GOD, &c.

1 H. : | , o
l HAVE Men Rights? They have.  And has not
the great Gon? Surely he has. .And which are prior ?
His, doubtlefs. 'Which fhould be heard firft, the Creator,
ar the Creature? Certainly not the latter, but: the former.
Then let him be heard. .Is it not as rational as farr, that
the firft in wildom fhould: be the firft in:{peaking, and in
claiming ?.. Man may miftake the Cafe; God cannot:
he may add where he {hould diminifh, diminifh where he
fhould add; alter what he, fhould leave unaltered, and
leave worfe what he found better ; not {o his. Maker.

2. GoD 1s the great,: yea, the only Ruler of the:
World ; the Maker is fit, and he only is fit to be the
Governor of the World :-» Who . elfe 1s? We may as
well pretend to be eur own Makers, as claim to be our
own Governors. The Church of England {ays, and fays
rightly, God’s ¢ never-failing Providence ordereth all
“ Things both in Heaven, and Earth.” The Creator,
furely, 1s-capable to be the Orderer, as of. Things, fo
of Per{fons: The Superior 1s to give Laws to, and not
receive Laws from the Inferior, as if the latter could
perfeft whdt the former left imperfett. IHe that gbverns
Angels’ in" Heaven, can govern Men on Earth. His
Government muft take Place; fhould i1t not? Men,
furely, .are bound. to mind him, and not he to mind
Men. As it s their Duty, fo it is their Benefit, |

B - q. Gobp,
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GOD 1f he xmde Men may be--expe&ed to command
them. Of what he has commanded he can znform them:
Who can fay their Maker knows not how to tell. his
Mind, and reveal his Will? He that can do this, has
done 1t. I roundly affert (as 1 cannot ftay to prove,
and need not)-the Bzble 1s GoD’s Revelation : - It cannot
be Mens’; for the fame Reafons it is his, it is not-their’s..
In this Book.the Will of Gop, refpefling Men, is
plainly revealed. 1t 1s the molt 1mportant Gift the
World was ever favoured with, or the moft. deteftable
Impofition the World was ever defrauded by. It muit
either come from Heaven to teach Truths, or from Hell
to teach Falfines. TwaE Ricurts or Gop are there
declared, and there ¢laumed ; and they are to be gwen to
him, not taken from him, by his Creatures.

4. Human Governments are derwed from. a’zmne. Theoc-
racy is Origin ; Monarchy is Gop’s Order § their’s are
Streams from his Source. . Gob 18 King oF KINGS
or, Man 1s King-of Gon. -The latter cannot be becaufu
the former is. It is prefumed the Account of Gobp:as
given parucularly in’ Prov. viil., 15, 36. Dan. i1, 81, and

Rom. xiii.. 1. refpetting his Govemment 18 'a.true’one ;

and as becommg as -true. 1f it be not the Account of §

Gop, it mult be the Account.of :Man. Sure}y Man
hlmfclf mufit grant this,” not havmg Senfe- -enough, “or too
much, to deny 1t: Has not : Gob this Prerogative,

as Sﬂvereign of  Sovereigns ? It' will followy That the ;
Kingly Government in England 1 1s of Gobp; not as parti- |
cularly modified by him, but as, in-: general proceeding |

from him, and accordmg to hlm. The Scripture Account.
of Governors 1s the' Account of ‘Government by Kz?zgs.
They, tlerefore, who would overthrow Qur Engh{h
Conftitution, muft overthrow Gon’s ;7 Romans, 1. 1, 2.
Spotling the Effefts 1s like nulhfymg, or anmhllatmg the
Caufe. They who wi{li-a Revolution in- England muik
wifh a Revolution in Heaven; and if in the Minds of
Englithmen, they muft in the Mind: of Gop: :And, if
they change the Government of our Klng, they would

change
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change the Government of Z:s King; the latter being
the Caufe ol the former ; (Mbonarchy on Eartl: proceed-
ing from' Monarchy :in Heaven). and fo- dethrone both

Kings, to place themiclves vnithe Thrones of both. No
fair reafonmg Man can deny thm reafoning... ¢
59 L muﬁ obferyeé ao-am, It 1s GoDp’s Rtght to govern ;.
and it. is., Man’s : to - be governed. ' In fubvertmg our
Governmem Men rebel. ‘againft God ; or in prelerving
God:1ebels againft I\./Ifm +But, who fpdl\.e firlt? And
who 1s to hear. firft? - Surely. he 1hat makes, was before.
him who .was made; and he that was Ruler firft, muft
rule on;.till he himfelf goes:off ‘his Throne, to place
Men there in: his Room.... Does M. Paine, 1n his Publi-
cations, obferving the Scripture-Rule. (by which alone,
Man can go) enguire, and-ought he not enquire? .what 1s
the Will of Gop, 1in our Engh{h Government, that it
may be done, and-what.the Will.of Man, that it may
fubmit to that of GoOD therein ? No ; no more than
the Revolutioniilts in France . have done. ‘Doecs he plead
enough, firft, for THE RicuTs oF Gop, leaft he fhould
plead  too much for the Rights of Man ? No ; .no more
than the National Convention of France. Does he make
much of  Gop to make little of Man? No; or all. of
Man to- make nothing of Gop? Yes; as. they have
done 1n ‘Krance, : Does he:italk Qf what the ~Creator
fhould haye.from the Creature, before what the Creature
fhould, . have from the Creator keepmg 'God’s Book 1n
View, as the only Rule to go by, and the only Authority
tor any Government? No; no more than .the French
have. . Then, how can his Book be rlght? It cannot ; it
15. 1mpo{T1ble it {hould. Muidt not Gop’s Book be wrong,
1if. M. LPainels be right? - Realon muft fay;: Yes. But
what ratignal Man, confidering himfelf as the :Creature
of Gop, will dare to {ay,. That the: nghtnefs of

Mr, Pawe’s Book is fuch as that -it proves the other
wrongi' . _I SN
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6. Let us try this Mattm 11 m‘)’zfzr Particulars, whtch
claim our ferious Attention.: - The divine Lawgiver claims
one Day for himfelf out of every feven.  Has he. not a
Right to this?. Doubilels. .But Men (O think how
many!) take 1t to themlielves for their Pleafure, or their
RBufinefs, and will not let him have 1t, for his Worthip
and Service. Is this their Right? No; 1t 1s therr robbing
him of his. Their Right 1s a Violation of his. ."1f Men
aét right in profaning the Sabbath, Gon aéted wrong 1n
appointing 1t to be obferved. -Again, :GoD, 1n " his
Word, has. revealed peculiar Dollrines, which he calls,
“ The Myfieries of the. Gofpel.” Had he not a ‘Right,
as well as that he had Wildom to do:this?. Surely..
Who could, or would difpute it? He that is: {o-loving
as to fave at all, in any..Way, may be lo wile as to
{fave in the beft, his own Way; Man not knowing
how to fave himfelf. ~ If Meni rejeét this..evangelical
Syftem of  Salvaton (and this Rejettion is the great
Evil in this Land, calculated ‘to bring Gop’s. Judg-
ments upon it) they rob .Gobp of his ﬁl sht, (yea, and
themlelves .too "of their Salvation) and what they- take
from him they fhould give to.him. Gop has-"appointed
a. Minifiry. of "his Word by Preachers; fent'by him. Had
he a Right to do this ? He had. But if Men refufe to
hear them they - deprive *him of his Authority” again.
And have "Men a Right o:refufe them : No'jhow can
they ? "unlefs "they’ can’ prove:themielves . Lawgwms to
hum, or.Gofpelgivers for him.——QOnce more ; .GoD has a
Right.to expett all his Creatures 'to heep. their Places, in
which he has put¢ ther,’ has he'not-> He has. - But, 1t
Inferiors are for atting hike S.upermrs 1f - Servants aim to
turn Mafters, and Subje@s try ‘to. become Kings, and {o
labour to make an evil E quality, where GoOD has made’a
good Incquality, do they not take from Gop his Right
of Difpofal? Yes. . And do they not exercife a. Power,
to Wthh they have no Right, and for which they have
no Ability ? Incontrovertibly, So. then thefe Rights of
Men, take away THE Riegis oF GoD; and, 1s there
jn this noreal Kvil, but is it all true Good ?’--But now

let
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let us return; and fpeak ance mdfé'expi'efs-ly to the Point
win Hand. - * ? R o

7. Is it poflible for any one Englifhman, who loves his
Neighbour, and his Country, to wifh for-a Revolution 1n
England, without wifhing to take ‘away the Rights of “all
the Reft, with his own too ? No. ' As a' Subjett ofKing
George, I do fay, and:will fay, -afld”n'b‘-Man {hall. dEpI;iﬁ_fft?
me of my Power to fay, 1 clair ‘the Privileges of : his
Government, to-which I have a Right ;' I infift upon-the
Continnance of them, under his Laws, -which -are Laws
for me, and formine ; no Man can take them’ from’me,
without injuring me, 'as a Robber ould." Whilft 1
claim my Rights, I'maintain my King’s. + It is-my ‘happy
Privilege to have my;'yes my own King, favor me ‘with'his
free' Governinent; ‘and-it 1s my happy Place to liveiunder
fuch a Cenftitution as gives me all I need to have, and all
I can fairly claimn, and more I need not have, and all elle 1
ought not to have, ' That Man robs me of my Dug, -and
deprives me of iy Liberty, who" takes - any 'Meéthols of
changing that Conftitition in. England, “the ‘Bénéfit “of
which 1is {o great to me. Heé cannot poflibly have a' Right

to-take away mine ;' for who gave him.that Right ii: Gop
has not, and Man cannot: -No‘one has, and no'‘oné
could. Thus may I fpeak for myfelf; and {o"may all
others fpeak for themfelves.—We 'will give another Lisok
at the:Point before us; by looking back ‘on one pait us.—-
In . the laft Century, ' 1 afk, did thofe Levellers- anH
Republicans, thofe <Robbers of the National Peace and
of Englithmen’s Rights, in ‘overturning‘the Government,
bringing the firft Charles to the Block, and making' their
Fellow counfrymeén miferable, till'the’Reftoration of ‘the
{fecond Charles Thade ‘them happy,- éxercife one of 'their
Rights 2 Had that murderéd Monarch him{elf no Rights:
that he was deprived ‘of, ‘any “more than his obediént
Subjefls ? Weré-no Wrongs done 'to any, what, néither
to him, nor to them? Had the robbed a Claim:to {uch
an Advantage from the' Robbers ? “Qr,’ had” the latter ‘a
Power to deal with ‘the’former ? Had' the'ldfter done i:h;c‘
former an Injury, if they had *s.v"theldi"fromTthem"fGﬁchida

* - - ood,
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Cobd, wiz. the. Subverfion of the Gowernment,-by. the
NMurder of the Governor? Should 'you not fay, yes?
Why fhould you not? Surely, it you are exercifing one
.of your Rights, ,in’ attempting, now a-Revolution, they
didcthe fame in, effefling then. a Ufurpation ; and-the
Englith did wrong. in. bringing about the Reftoration;
for what was -it.a ,Reltoration of,-hut.;of Englifhinen’s
Rights? . Is a Refloration of. Rights an Infliétion of
Wrongs ? 1f our Nagon be right 1n Annually thanking
Gonb for the Refloration of Kingly Government, on the
2gth Qf- May, afinredly .thofgineerns were, wrong, awho
brought about .an Lvent, ‘which. our - Nation Annually
tdeplores, and for which thay faft on the goih of Fanuary.

"

{gSqe, in our Common-prayer Book, .the National Chunch-

Services for thofe two Days ; and alfo, for Oflober 2gth.

>4 4hat . Englihimen,, would but: mind . their  Enghih
Prayegsd) + . .. o114, ST

¢ 8. In the Clole cif ‘this brief Anfwer to the one great Drift
and Defign: of Mr. Paine’s Publications, I have only to {ay,
(and, may the Saying deeply imprefs;!), That, 1t he, and
hisAbettors, his Friends, but our Foes, (and not Frignds
«. ‘of the, People”) fhould proceed till they have accom-
plified the awful Lvent of a Revolution, and {o ot a
Rcpuhlicanifm taking, Place:in England, it will prove, 15
gheig‘_“[idlymaintain}ng; therr Rights, a fhocking Deprivation
of ours, The imaginary- Rights, of a few. will defiray
the real Rights of the;many. .The Reception of M.
Paine’s Books, 1 hefitate not.to .fay, .1s the Rejeélion ot
Gop’s: And, what will this do; af, Prattice follow
Reading, but- bring down  a, Divine, Curfe upon us,
and - take .away. 4. .Divine Blefling !. = Are thele an
Fnglithman’s Rights? Are fuch Proceedings as their’s

nelghbourly.s Are they brotherly, and:friendly? Are

L]

they, plgafing and profitable ? .1s ithis, their Morality ?
Is.;this therr Religion ? Will the, Enghfh be made
snore, peaceable, loving, harmonious, gentle, kind,
beneficent, apd,godly, when all govern, and none.are
governed, in-the. Staté of fuppoled Equality? Is this
the Cafe with. the; French, by the ‘Revolunion in_thew
: - - Government ?

LF-
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Government ? O that Englifhmen may open their Eyes
to {ee Englifh Privileges, and their Ears to hear Englifh
Rights; Tue RicHTs oF Gop, that he may not be
robbed of THEM, by thole who profels to maintain the
Rights of Men, but eflett their Wrongs!——In Conclu-
fion, .I would fay,  Let us pray in the Collett of the
Church of England ;— Grant, O Lord, we befeech
thee, That the Courfe of this World may be {o peaceably
ordered by thy Governance, that thy Church may joyfully
ferve thee in all godly Quietneis, through Jelus Chrift
our Lord.” Amen. |

N. B. Read the Confiderations and Refolutions of the.
AsSSOCIATION, at the Crown & Anchor Tavern, in
London, for preferving LiBERTY and PROPERTY,
againft Republicans and Levellers ; allo, the like of the
ASSOCIATION 1n Birmingham. '



