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ADVERTISEMENT.

§ VHIS Sermon was preached at

8 St. Mary's betore the Univerfity
of Oxford fome Years ago : but as the
Subje@ had been {o well, and {o fully,
handled by many of our Divines, it was
not then thought neceffary to publith
it. 'The Author pretends to offer no-
thing new here ; nothing but what has
been faid before by other Writers, and
particulatly by Arch-Bithop Sharp in
his Sermon on this Text, and by Bifhop

BuJ/ in his Difcourfe on the Teffinony
of the Spirit. Thele, and all other, the

Works of thofe excellent Writers, he
would recommend to be carefully pery-
{ed by all Students in Divinity. But as
a late’ Enquiry here has difcovered that
the falfe Do&rines cenfured in this Dif-
courfe are ftill diligently propagated,
both in this Univerfity, and in many
other Parts of the Kingdom, and Scrip-

Jure
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ture wrefted to countenance them by
unlearned, unftable, and unauthorifed
Teachers, it was thought it might be
of {fome Ufe to publith it, in Order
to put fome,Stop, if may be, to this
growing Evil. If by this means any
may be recovered to, or confirmed in,
a found Mind ; and prevented from
falling into Defpair on the one Hand,
or vain Prefumption on the other, it

will tully anfwer the Intention of the
Author,

Lately printed for J. Fletcher.

Jepthah’s Vow confidered. A Sermon preached before
the Univerfity of Oxford, at 8t. Mary’s, on Sunday, June
8. 1766. with an Appendix &c.

-~ The Ufe of Reafon in Matters of Religion ftated and ex-
plained. A Sermon preached before the Univerfity of Ox-
ford, at St. Peter’sin Eaft, on Sunday March 7. 1762.

Chrift the Lord of Glory. A Sermon preached before

the. Univerfity of Oxford, at St. Mary’s, Dec. g. 1750.
- .with Additions confirming and enforceing the Doctrine.

+ 'The Certainty of a future State aflerted and vindicated
againft the Exceptions of the late Lord Bolinbroke. A Ser-

mon preached at St Mary’sin Oxford, at the Affizes, Mar.
0. 1755- |
A Vindication of the Do&rine of the Trinity from the
- Exceptions ofa late Pamphlet entitled, an Effay on Spirit,
in 3. parts, with an Appendix.
' The above by D*, RanNDoLpH;
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Rowm. VIII. 16,

The Spirit itfelf beareth Witnefs with our
Spirit that we are the Children of
God.

{ T. Paul’s chief Defign in this Epiftle
& was to abate the vain Confidence of the
\ & Fews; to fet forth the great Deficiencies

of their Law, and the peculiar Ex-
cellency, and Privileges of the Gofpe/. - One
great Defect of the Law was, that it contained
no Promife of Divine Grace, or Affiftance,

'The Apoftle profecutes this Argument at large

“in his feventh Chapter. The Law of Mofes
(and in this refpett * #be Law of Nature was

the fame), was boly, and juff, and good. ® But
I (fays the Apofile, fpeaking in the Chara&er

of all unregenerate Perfons) am carnal, fold
under Stn.  The Law might teach Men what

was good : but it gave them no Power to per~

a Rom.vil. 1z. b L. v. ',14.

A form
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formit. * Butthe Law of the Spirit of Life in
Chrift Fefus bath made us free from the Law of

Stn and Death. Chriff hath not only given
us the moft perfect Rule of Life : but he hath

promifed us the Afliftance of his Holy Sprriz,
b to enable us to fulfill the Righteoufnefs of the
Law. And as, before the Coming of Chrift,
Men who were fenfible of their many Fail-
ings, and Tranfgreflions, muft labour under
uneafy Doubts, and Fears, {o the Holy Sperit
of Chrift not only affords us his gracious Afiift-
ance, but alfo his heavenly Comforts. He
enables us to rejoyce in the Teftimony of a good
Confeience : and gives us a comfortable Aflu-
rance that we are under God’s Favour and Pro-
teCtion, and entitled to the Privileges of the
Gofpel.  The Spirit itfelf beareth Witnefs with
our Spirit that we are the Children of God.

By the Spirit is undoubtedly here meant £4e
Holy Gbsff, 'The Apoftle in the preceding
Verfes was {peaking of the Sprit of God, and
the Spirit of Chriff. And in thefe Words he
is called zhe Spirit itfelf, and is oppofed to aur

own Spirit.
In order the more fully to underftand what

is this Teffimony of the Spirit, which is here

a Rom. viile 2. b 1. v. 4.
faid
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faid to be the Privilege of Chriffians, it will
be neceffary to confider, Firfl, what it is
which the Spirit 1s {aid to bear Wz'z‘?zeﬁ to :
Secondly, the Manner, in which he dears this
Withefs : Thirdly, the Degree of Aflurance
arifing from this his Teflimony.

As to the FurfiPoint, the Spurit is here faid to
bear Witnefs that we are the Children of God.
We mutt enquire therefore who are the Chil-
dren of God. All Ghriffians may in fome Senfe be
faid to be the Children of God. At our Baptifm
we all entered into Covenant with God, and
were thereby made Membersof Chrifs, Children
of God, and Inberitors of the Kingdom of Hea-
ven. All of us therefore, who have kept the
Conditions of the Covenant, which we then
entered into, are {till the Children of God. But
thofe who have broken thefe Conditions, who
have indulged themfelves in finful Courfes,
and 41l continue in them, are no longer zhe
Children of God, nor entitled to any Inberi-
tance in the Kingdom of Heaven. Thofe only
therefore are truly and properly the Children of
God, who live in Obedience to his Laws. And
this is the Mark, which St. %obn gives us,

“whereby we may diftinguith e Children of
Az . God.
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God.— 2 In this the Children of God are mani-
Jeft, and the Children of the Devil: Whofoever
doeth not Righteoufnefs is not of Ged. —b To
the fame Purpofe {peaks our Blefed Saviour
himfelf to the Fews, who called God their
Father—1Ye are of your Father, the Devil,
and the Lufls of your Fatber ye will do— He
that 15 of God heareth God’s words. — And in
the Verfes preceding my Text we find the
fame Dotrine delivered.  © If ye live after the
Flefb ({ays the Apottle) ye fball die: bur if ye
through the Spirit do mortify the Deeds of the
Body ye fball ltve. For as many as are led by
the opirtt of God, they are the Sons of God.
They therefore, and they only, are the true
Children of God, who do Righteoufnefss who
bear, and obey, God’s Words; and through
the Spirit mortifie the Deeds of the Body. And
all good Chriftians, who live according to the
Rules of the Gofpel, have the Teftimony of the
Spirz¢t within them bearing them Witnefs that
they are fuch. But, if fuch Men afterwards
relapfe into. finful Courfes, they are then no
longer the Children of God, but become zbe
Children of the Devil’, They grieve the Holy
Spirit of God, and forfeit the Earneft of their

a 1 job.iil. 10, b Job. viil. 41, ¢ Rom. viil. 13, 14,

Epk. 1v. 30,

Inberitance.
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Inberitance. It is in vain therefore to expe&
from zhe Spirit any abfolute Affurance of our
final Salvation : for that muft depend on our
own Behaviour. That the beft of Men may
depart from Grace, and fall into Sin, is the
Do&rine, both of our Arficles, and of the
Holy Scriptures.—"° Brethren (fays St. Peter)
grve Diligence to make your Calling and Elec-
tion fure: fory if ye do thefe things ye fhall
never fall.— From hence it is plain that with-
out Diligence our Calling and Elettion are not
Jure: and that even the E/eff, ¢f they do not
thefe Thingsy may, and will fa/l, This Life
1s throughout the Scripture reprefented as a
State of Trial, and Warfare. < We are exhorted
to work out our Salvation with Fear and Trem-
bling : * He that thinketh he fandeth is admo-
nithed to fake beed left be fall: © be who fland-
eth by Faith 1s called upon not o be high-
minded : but fear, left be alfo be cut off. *We
read of {ome, who were once enlightened, and
had tafted of the heavenly Gift, and were made
Partakers of the Holy Ghofi. Who have yet
afterwards fe// away: ¢and of others who bad
efcaped the Pollution of the World through the

a Art.xvi, b 2z Pet 1. 10. ¢ Phil i, 12, d 1 Cor. X, 12
¢ Kom. xi. 20, f Heb, vi. 4. g 2z Peta il 20.

Know-
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Knowledge. of the Lord and Saviour fefus
Chrift ; who have been again entangled therein
and overcome, whofe latter End was worfe than
the Beginning. St. Paul does indeed in one
Place feem to fpeak with fome Degree of Con-
fidence of his future Salvation —* I Jave
Jfought a good Fight, (fays he) I have finifhed
my Courfe, I have kept the Faith; bencefortth
there is laid up for me a Crown of Righteoufnefs.
— But if this great Apoftleb, who had fo
abundantly laboured in the Gofpel, when he had

Sfinifhed bis Courfe, and twas now ready to be
offcred, was {fupported by fuch Aflurances, 1t
will not follow that all Chriffians, though in
far different Circumftances, may always ex-
pet the fame. All we can reafonably infer
from hence 1s, that, if we fhould ever be
called to fuch fiery Trials, as St. Paul was,
God will {upport us with fuch Affurances of
his Favour, as he {ees neceflary, or expedient
for us. After all, the Words do not necel-
farily import any fuch extraordinary, and fu-
pernatural Affurance. St. Pax/ was conicious
to himfelf that be bad fought a good Fight ;
and therefore might, without any extraor-
dinary Revelation, fpeak with a comfortable

a 2z Tim.v.7, 8. b 1 Cor, xv. 20,

Aufi-
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Affurance of the Crown of Righteoufuefis
which the Lord the righteous Ffudge would
give unto bim, and unto all them alfo who love
his Appearing. And other good Chriftians,
who have led an holy Life, and repice 2n
the Teftimony of a good Confeience, may
die, and have died, with the like Affurance.
But this fame great Apoftle {peaks at other
Times with great Diffidence, and Doubt, of his
own Salvation.— ¢ Brethren, ({ays he) I count
not myfelf to have apprebended: but this one
Thing I do, forgetting thofe Things which are
bebind, and reaching forth unto thofe Things
awhich are before, I prefs toward the Mark for
the Prize of the bigh Calling of God in Chriff
Fefius.— And again in another place —* I keep
under my Body, and bring it into Subjection :
left that by any Means, when I bave preached fo
others, I myfelf fhould be a Caft-away or ® Re-
probate.—The Spirit does not therefore ufually
bear Witnefi to what we fhall be, for that
would be Prophecy, not Teftimony: but to
what we at prefent are. He does not affure
as, that we fhall certainly be faved, for tha¢
muft depend on ourfelves:: but he beareth Wit-

s Phil.iil, 13, 14. t 1 Cor.1X, 27, W &ddziugs,

nefs,
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nefs, that we are the Children of God, and now
at prefentin a State of Salvation.

‘We come now therefore in the Second Place
to enquire in what Manner zbe Spirat beareth
this Witnefs. Some Perfons have imagined
this Witne/s to be fome inward Suggeftion,
and fecret Impulfe of the Spiriz, infallibly af-
furing them, that they are the Children of God,
and undoubted Heirs of Salvation. And this
they affign as a diftinguithing Mark of the E-
Jec2. They would perfuade you that, if you
feel fuch Aflurance within your own Breaft,
you are certainly one of the elect Children of
God : but if you feel no fuch Aflurance, you
are then moft certainly in a State of Damna-
tion. But this Do&rine, as it has no Foun-
dation in Scripture, {o 1s it a moft falfe and
dangerous Delufion. ‘That it is moft falfe we
need no other Argument than this. There
have been at all Times wild Enthufiafts, who
have fancied themfelves pofiefled of the
firongeft Aflurances of their Eleciwn, and
who have at the fame Time lived in the Prac-
‘tice of Iniquity. But it has been already
proved that no one, who commits Iniquity,
can be the Child of God. On the other Hand,

fome good Men, who have lived a virtuous and
reli-
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religious Life, have yet fometimes entertained
great Doubts, nay, have abfolutely defpaired,
of their own Salvation. Nay, we find thefe
very Perfons, who talk fo much of thefe Af-
furances, yet at other Times moft {fadly com-
plaining of being troubled with Doubts, and
Mifgivings. We cannot therefore always cer-
tainly judge from our own inward Feelngs,
whether, or no, we are the Children of God.
And this Doérine i1s moft dangercus, as well
as falfe. It takes off our Hopes from the only
Foundation, on which they can reafonably be
placed, and refts them on the falfe Bottom of
Fancy and Imagination. It deprives us of
fome of the beft Motives to.an holy Life: and
is deftructive of that Humility, and godly Fear,
without which we cannot ferve God acceptably
in this State of Probation. It has plunged
Men, and fometimes even good Men, into hor-
rible Fears and Perplexities, nay, into down-
right Defpair. Men taught to look for thefe
Affurances, and yet no way confcious of any
{fuch inward Feelings, are led to think that
they are not in a State of Salvation, and thus
abandon themfelves to Defpair. Others it has
betrayed into carelefs Indifference, and Secu-
rity.  Men of a warm Imagination, poffefl-
ing themfelves with ftrong Fancies that they
B are



L 14 ]
are of the Number of the E/e&, undoubted
Heirs of the Kingdom of Heaven, grow care-
lefs and remifs in working out their Salvation.

Counting themfelves to bave already attained,

and to be already perfect, they prefs not zo-
ward the Mark, and {o fall thort of the Prize.

Nay, fome fancying themfelves in a State of
finlefs Perfection, think themfelves licenfed to
commit the groffelt Enormities. ¥ The Vil-
lanies, and Impieties, which this Do&rine of
Affurance has given Birth to among the Ana-
baptifis abroad, and fome of our Se@aries at
home, are too many, and too choquing, to be
here related. It 1s more to our Purpofe to ex-
amine whether there 1s any Foundation for
fuch a Dolrine in the Words before us. —
The Spirst beareth Witnefs with our Spirit that
ave are the Children of God. Let 1t then be
obferved that the Spirsz is here faid to bear
Witnefs, not to our Spirit, but with our Spi-
rz't.—-T‘&IIVEE;.w& avp_u?bg'wp& Téﬁ mﬂycﬂz s}pﬁv e
Our own Minds and Confciences therefore
‘have a Share in giving this. Teflimony : it is not
the immediate Teflimony of the Spiri¢ alone.

w If the Reader defires to {ee fome Account of thefe, he
may confult Skidan’s Hiftory of the Reformation.— Spanbem
“Diatrib. Hiftor. — Edward’s Gangrena— Walker’s Hiftory of
Independency, = Moravians compared and deteéted,

Then
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Then therefore may we be affured that we
are the Children of God, and led by the Spirit
of God, when we perceive in ourfelves the Ef-
fects and Fruits of the Spirit.—xThe Fruit
of the Spirit (faith the Apoftle) 7s 2z all Good-
nefs, and Righteoufnefs, and Truth. — And again
vy The Eruit of the Spirst is Love, Joy, Peace,
Long-fuffering, Gentlenefs, Goodnefs, Fath,
Meeknefs, Temperance. —1f we perceive thefe
Things to be in us, and abound, then we have
the Teffimony within ourifelves that we are #4¢
Children of God. And therefore the Apoitle
tells us that > as many as are led by the Spirit
of God, they are the Sons of God. * And the
{ame Apoftle teaches us that our Rejotcing s
this, the Teftimony of our Conftience. And St.
Fobn aflures us that, 2zf our Heart condemn
us 10f, then have we Confidence towards God.—
But it may be atked ~— If this Confidence arifes
from the Teflimony of our owwn Confiences, how
is it 2be Witnefs of the Spirit ¢ — It may very
properly be called fo for thefe two Reafons.
Firft, becaufe all our virtuous Affections are
the Graces, and Fruits of the Spirit: b be
wworketh in us both to will, and fo do : Secondly,

x Eph..v.9. y Gal.v.22,25. 2 Rom.viil. 14. * 2 Cor.
+ 12. a1 Johou, 23. b Phil 11, 13,

B2 becaufe



[ 16 ]

becaufe he empowers us to difcern the Graces,
which he hath wrought in us, and enables us
to rejoice in the Teftimony of a good Confiience.
The God of Hope (as the Apoftle exprefles it)
Jills us with all Foy and Peace in beleving, that
we nay abound i Hope through the Power df
the Holy Ghofi. When therefore the Fruits
of the Spirat thew themfelves 1n our Life and
Converfation, and the Holy Ghof? enlightens
our Underftandings, and gives us-a juft Appre-
henfion, and lively Senfe of the Graces, which
he hath wrought in us, then we enjoy folid,
and rational Comfort, and a well-grounded
Confidence towards God : ¢ then does the Peace
of God, which paffeth all Uude;ﬁaﬁza’z}zg, keep
our Hearts through Chbrift fefus. ‘The parti-
cular Manner, in which zbe Spirit works, we
prefume not to determine : this only we know
that in both the Cafes above-mentioned, #se
Holy Spirit concurs, and co-operates, with
our own Endeavours. The Spirit of God does
not infufe into us Virtue, and Religion, with-
out our own Concurrence. And his Com-
forts, as well as his Affiftances, act jointly
with our own Mind, and Sperit.— The Spi-
rit beareth Wiinefs awith our Spirit that we

¢ Rom. xv.13. d Phil. w.7.
are
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are the Children of God.— Thefe comfortable
Affurances .are called in Scripture, #he Seal

-and- Earnefl of the Spirit. < Ye were fealed
| (faith St. Paul) with that Holy Spirit of Pro-

mife, which is the Earneft of our Inberitance.
The Ufe of a Sea! is either for the Confirma-
tion of Covenants; or for marking, and dif-
+tinguiﬂlihg, Property. The Graces wrought
in us by zhe Holy Spirit of God are a Confirma-
tion of the Covenant,which God through Chrsff
hath made with us: and a fure Mark that we
are the Children of God, and his peculiar Pro-
perty. And, when we perceive thefe Graces
abound in us, and our Confcience bears us
Witnefs, that we are Jed by the Spirit of God,
the Joy hence arifing is an Earneft of our In-
beritance, a Kind of Foretafte of the Joys,
which are laid up for us in Heaven. And
this is a Privilege peculiar to Ghrifframity. As
neither Few nor Gensile had any Promife of
the Spirit, {0 neither could the Law of Mofess
or Nature, give them any Affurance of Sal-
vation, but on the Condition of perfet Obe-
dience. 'Thofe therefore, who were fenfible
of their own Failings, and Tranfgreffions:

(and of this the beft and wifeft Men were

e Eph 1. 13, 2 Cor. 1, 22,
moft
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moft fenfible) muft Jabour under Doubts and
VFears, and be alf their Life-time fubject to
Bondage. 'But Thanks be to God, through
our Lord fefus Chrifl, oy whom we bave now
received the Attonement. He "hath aflured
us of Pardon, and Peace : zand hath given
us foe Spirit of Adoption, whereby we cry,
Abba Fatber.

Having thus feen what this Wituefs of #he
Spirit 1s, it remains in the T4ird and Laft
Place to enquire what Degree of Affurance
may arife to us from this Teffimony. As the
Spirit of God is infallible, fo he might, if he
thought proper, give us infallible Affurance
that we are the Children of God. But this is
not his ufual Way of dealing with Men. His
Gifts, and Operations, are ufually adapted to
the Condition of the Receiver. If the Spirit
beareth Witnefs with our Spirit, this Teftimony
muft partake of the Fallibility, and Weaknefs
of our Spirit. I our Rejoicing is founded on
the Teflimony of our own Confeiences, this Af-
{urance cannot be ftronger, or more infallible
than this Teffimony is. Thofe therefore who
live in Sin, can have no reafonable Hope at

fRom.'V- I, gRﬂﬂ- Fiii- '5:

all,
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all, while they thus continue to live. » Therp
is no Peace, [aith the Lord, unto the Wicked.
And, if fuch Perfons {peak Peace to them-
{elves, they deceive their own Heart. As to
thofe, who are in a doubtful, and imperfec,
State of Goodnefs, not yet thoroughly cleanfed
from their Sins, their Affurance muft be
doubtful in the fame Proportion. And even
the very beft of Men muft not expect abfolute
Infallibility. What then is the Affurance,
which we may reafonably expet? God does
ordinarily to good Men impart fuch an Hope,
and Perfuafion, of their Adoption, as may
make their Lives comfortable, and encourage
them in the faithful Difcharge of their Duty.
If we keep a Confeience void of Offence toward
God, and foward Men, we may then affure our
Hearts before him. And this Aflurance is u-
fually beftowed in Proportion to our Profici-
ency in Virtue, and Piety. The more we take
Care to grow in Grace, and to abound in every
good Work, the greater will be cur Comfort,
and the more aflured our Hope. And. in
Times of Trxa], and Temptation, God will
moft powerfully {upport vs. ; His Grace will

be fufficient for us: and his Comforts will in-

h Jf. XIVﬁit 224 i yA Cprc Xii- 9:
creafe
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creafe in Proportion to the Need we have of
them. * A4s the Sufferings of Chrift abound in
us (faith the Apoftle) fo our Confolation alfs
aboundeth by Chriff. 1 faid that God does or-
dinarily impart to good Men a {ufficient Per-
{wafion of their Adoption. There may be
{ome Exceptions to this Rule. Some, by en-
tertaining wrong Notions of Religion, may
plunge themfelves into Doubts, and Perplexi-
ties. Others, though good Men, may by the
Weakne(s of their Underftanding, or Confti-
tution, be {ubjeCt to melancholy, or defpond-
ing, Thoughts. And God may permit {uch

Perf{ons to labour under this, as he does under

other Afflitions, either as the juft Reward.
of their Folly, or for fome other Reafons beft
known to himfelf. !This we know, that he
will in the End make all Things wor# foge-
ther for Good to them that fove bim. He ‘will
either in his good Time relieve them from this
deplorable State: or if he fhould permit them
to continue in 1t during this Life, he will in
the World to come greatly reward them, and
pour on them abundantly thofe Comforts,
which they deprived themfelves of here.

1 fhall conclude with a Word of Exhorta-

k2 Cor.1.'5. 1 Rom. viii. 28,
tion,
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tion, Firfl, to the defponding Chriftian, Se-
condly, to the too confident Chriffian. 1t
then thou entertaineft mifgiving Doubts of
thy Salvation, confider that this Life is our
State of Probation. As long as we continue
here 1t 1s in our Power to work out our Salva-
tion: as long as there is Life there is Hope-
Does the Remembrance of thy paft Sins fill
the with Terrour? .If thefe Terrours prevail
upon thee to amend thy Life, , and this godly
Sorrow worketh Repentance, it will alfo lead
thee to Salvation. This thou mayeft be ai-
fured of, that this very Defpondency of Mind
is a fign that thy Conftience is not feared, and
that thou art not abfolutely reprobated. 1t is
in the Difeafes of the Mind, as in thofe of
the Body; the very Senfe of Pain is often a
favourable Symptom, and affords the firfk
Hopes of a Recovery. Much more dangerous
is the Cafe of him, who hardens himfelf in
Iniquity, than of him, whofe Confcience is
alarmed at his Sins. ° A droken and contrite
Heart God will not defpife.  Doeft thou think
thy Cafe defperate, becaufe thou wanteft thofe
Marks of Gaod's Children, which fome Teachers
have taught thee to expet ? The only Mark

a 2 Cor, vil. 10, Pfal. i, 17,

of
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of God’s Children, which the Scriptures affion,
is f0 do the Works of God. Do thefe, and thou
wilt become 2be Child of God. Amend thy
Life, and do thy Duty diligently, and con-
{cientioufly, and leave thy Comfort to 2 #5¢ Fa-
ther of Mercies, and God of all C’amﬂrt; who
will difpenfe 1t to thee, as he fees beft and fit-
teft for thee. This thou mayeft reft affured of
that God reprobates no Man, but him, whowil-
fully hardenshimfelf inIniquity, ® He bath no
2leafure in the Death of the Wicked, but that
the Wicked turn from bis Way, and live. Turn
therefore to the Lord, and he will turn to
thee. *Walk not after the Flefb, but after the
Spirit:- and the Spirit of God fhall dwell in thee,
and give thee in this Life Comfort, and Peace
of Mind, andin the next an Inheritancein joy
and Glory.

Let me next turn my Difcourfe to the more
aflured Chriflian. Doft thou feel in thyflelf
a ftrong Perfuafion that thou art thde Child of
'God? Happy art thou, if this Perfuafion is
well-grounded : If your Conicience alfo bears
you Witnefs that you work the Works of God,
then are you truly #be Sons of God. ° If on a

a 2Cor. 1, 3. bEzefe xxxiils 1T, ¢ Rom. vill, 1. d £ Foh.

111 3
finék
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firi@&, and impartial, Examination your Hears
condemn jbu not, then bave you Confidence #o-
wards God. But, if any one promifes you any
other Affurances than thefe, which arife from_
and are accompanied with, the Teflimony of
your own Confeiences, he is either a vain De-
ceiver, or is himfelf under ffrong Delufions.
s The Foundation, or Covenant, of God fland-.
eth fure, (faith the Apoftle) baving his -Seal
—— The Lord Enoweth them that are bis, And
— Let every one that nameth the Name of
Chrift depart from Iniguity— To depart from
Iniquity is the Condition on our fide: this i
the Seal of the Covenant, the Mark of God's
Childrén. 'Thofe, and thofe only, who bear
this Mark, will God acknowledge 2o de his:
v Let no Man therefore deceive you awith vain
Words: be that doeth Righteoufnefs is right~
eous. Set about your Duty with Humility,
and Diligence: and work .out your Salvation
awith Fear and Trembling. The very beft of
us have need enough of St. Pau/’s Caution e
c Be not high-minded, but fear. — Are we con=
fident that we are in a State of Salvation?
let us take Care to continue in this State.

b He only, who fhall endure unto the End, (hall

a 27im. 1i, 19. b1 Job.iit.7. ¢ Rom, xi, zo. P Matt,
XXV, 13 -
ve
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be faved. Let us not look on our felves as a/-
ready perfect: but, like St. Paul, prefs toward
tbe Mark for the Prize of the High Calling of
Godin Chrift fefus. * Let us grow in Grace,
and b gbound more and more. Finally, Let me
again prefs on you all the Neceffity of good
Works. Let me leave on your Minds this
moft concerning 'Truth, that ©ewithowr Hok-
nefs no Man fball fee the Lord. To keep a
Confeience void of Offence 1sthe only Means to
obtain Peice of Mind here, or Happinefs
hereafter. ¢ God hath fer before you Life and
Death, ‘Bleffing and Curfing. © If ye live after
the Flefb, ye fhall die: bur if ye through the
Spirit do mortifie the Deeds of the Body, ye fball
Fve. fIf ye do the Works of the Devil ye are
the Children of the Devil, and mutt depart with
him #nto everlafling Fire prepared for the Devil
and bis Angels. © But, if ye are led by the Spi-
rit of God, then are ye the Sons of God. And
if Children, then Heirs, Heirs of God, and
foynt Heirs with Chriff, in everlaﬁmg Glory
and Happinefs.
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a1 Phil. il 12, &c. b 2 Pet. i, 18. ¢ 1 Theff iv. 1. d Heb,
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i, 8, Matt, xxv. 41. h Rom. viil. 14. 17.
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