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INTRODUCTION.

LW, perhaps, are fo ignorant of the hiftory of
Revelation, as never to have heard of the at-
tempts that have been made to impede its progrels,
and fruftrate its fuccefs, Tew are there but muft
know, that perfons have exifted, who have laboured
by their writings to expolc it to contempt, as a fabri.
cation and impofturc.  But howcver virulent or
acute fuch adverfaries might be, their power of do-
ing mifchicf was circumfcribed; nor was much fo be
apprchended from the difperfion of thofe unfounded
and fallacious arguments, which, too intricate and
fubtle for common undcrftandings, were confined to
the perufal of men of talents and crudition, They
who werc liable to be infefted with the poifon, were
before provided with the antidote, Confcious of

the failure of the former enemics of Revelation mn the
i plan
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plan of their attack, the infidels of the prefent day
Lave had recourfe to a different, and unfortunately,
1 morc {ueccelsful method.  No longer trufting to
any influence that might be derived from the ftrength
of their arsuments, defpairing to make converts of
thofe who, from habit and cducation, were enabled
to fec through and cypofc their fallacies, they have
turned their arms towards a quarter that promifed
more fuccels, and aflailed a deleription of perfons
who, they well knew, were wholly unprepared to
make an cflc€ual refiftance. By confident affertion,
by ridicule, by the groflcit and moft fhamclefs mifre-
prefentations, and l;y cvery artifice that could he
pradtifed on the ignorant and unwary, they have too
often fucceeded in fhaking the faich, poifoning the
morals, and perverting the underftandings, of that
middle clafs, which conftitutes fo valuable a portion
of the community, Nominal Chriftians only,ulcd
away by novelty and the flattering fuppofition of
poflefling fuperior fagacity and penetration, wholly
unacquainted with the grounds of their belief; many
have fallen into the fnare; not from a conviftion that
Revelation is deflitute of fufficient proofs, but mercly
Sfrom’ having never troubled themfclves to enquire

into the folidity of the foundation on which it refls
for
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for Tupport. Indifferent to religion, they originally
took it upon truft, and confequently were unable,
in the hour of trial, to refift the force with which
they were attacked,  The evil, therefore, it 1s evi
dent, has not originated from defet of proof, but
from deficicncy of inveftigation, To this caufe
much of the infidclity of the prefent times may juftly
be attributed.

With the hopes of affording fome little affiftance,
in counteraing an cvil of fuch magnitude, the Wris
ter of this Treatifc in Defence of Revelation has
been induced to make 1t public,  Ie has drawn up
a plain and compendious {tatement of the principal
arguments which are ufually adduced to cftablifh
the credibility of the facred writings,  Tully aware
that many other works on the fame fubje&, far more
able and fatsfa&ory than any thing that can come
from him, may have alrcady preceded his, he has
only to obferve, that nothing precifcly of the fame
naturc as that which he has here taken upon him-
{clf, has cver reached him, ory he believes, his neigh
bourhood, Ilc has endcavoured to render cvery
argument ag intelligible as he could to common ca-
pacitics; to perlpicuity he has facrificed language,
and cvery other confideration.  Almoft wholly prea

B 2 cluded,
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cluded, by a very rctired fituation, from accefs to
authors, who were neceffary to help him on his way,
hedas been obliged to truft, in grear meafure, to his
own memory, and the fcanty afbftance which the
few books within his reach were capable of aftord.
ing, Iis only motive was to convey information to
thofe who {tood moft in nced of it, and who were
not likely to recetve it from more able teachers.

Should the perufal of this lictle work tend, in the
fmalleft depree, to confirm the believer, to fix the
wavcering, or to conveit the infidel, the whole aim
of its anthor will be fully accomplifhed; and he
will reccive the molt pleafing recompence from the
eratifying refleétion, that lic has contributed his part,
however infignificant, m fupport of that caufc, with
which the belt interelts of man, both temporal and

cternal, are fo infeparably united.

codYol
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REASONS, &e.

CHAP. L
On the different Revelations of the Will of Gob.,

AN, we arc nformed, was at fuft inftruéted

~ Dby his Crcator humfelf; but afterwards Icft,

for the dire@ion of his condudt, to the light of
nature, or reafon.  This law, mferibed mn the heare
in the mofl intcllipible charaters, {fupplied the place
of all other laws, in the carlicr ages of the world.
Gop, however, thought fit to let in divine light upon
mankind by various and fucccflive gradations. e
wis fometimes pleafed to make occafional communica-
uons to perfons whom he fcleéted for that purpolc;
and at length o feparate onc particular nation from all
others, which he vouchfafed to enlighten by an ¢x-
traordinary revelation, and to govern by a Jaw which
he himfcdf preferibed and appointed for their ob-
fervance,  This law required not only an ohedience
to the faw of nature, which was univerfally oblipatory
Ol}
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on all mankind, but ordained peculiar rites of reli-
gious worfhip, and thofe judicial regulations by
which their civil government was afterwards to be
adminiftered, Infucceeding times, prophets, divinely
infpired, werc occafionally fent amongft them, to
corrett their crrors, and inculcate the neceflity of
that moral virtue, which had been ncarly {wallowed
up in their unbounded attachment to exterior forms
and oftentatious ceremonles.

At length, when the time appointed for this im-
portant purpolc had arrived, Gop was pleafed to
make that full, perfe@, and final difcovery of his

will, which was to be the end and confummation of
all former revelations; and to fend the Saviour of
mankind, not to one favoured nation, as Mofes had
been, but with offers of falvation for the general
acceptance of the whole human race. By this Jaft
difpenfation, doftrines utterly unknown beforc, or at
belt but imperfeétly underftood, have been made
level with the apprehenfions of the commonceft hear-
crs; duties have been taught which related to men
of all deferiptions; and the warmeft affeétion for the
interefts of religion excited in the heart, inftead of
frigid acquiefcence, or undifguifed contempt. The
nature and attributes of the Deity, the certainty not
only of a future exiftence but of a future retribus
tion, the means by which our infirmities are ftreng-
thencd, and our approaches to the Almighty rencwed
by penttence and contrition, and indeed the know-
ledge of all faving truth, were publithed to the world
through the medium of the Gofpel,  The precepts

dclivered
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delivered for the inftruction and condu& of private
lifc were fuch as could not fail to excite and to re-
cetve univerfal approbation ; they{truck at the root of
every finful and malignant paflion, and recommended
the pratice of every amiable virtue that could foften
or adorn the human charaéter,

Such is the account which the feriptures aftord
us of the dealings of Gobp with man, at diflerent
periods and under different circumftances.  Every
part of this grand fcheme, which was to be coms-
pleted by the miflion of the long-promifed Mecfhiah,
fcems to agree m perfeét harmony with the refl;
every thing preceding appears to have had an uni-
form tendency to the confummation of the lateft
and belt revelation of Chrift and his Apoftles. Now
this extraordinary communication of divine know-
ledge, which we commonly call by the name of
Revelation, is defined to be a difcovery which Gop.
has been pleafed to make of himfelf and of his will,.
in addition to that which he had belore made by the
light of naturc or reafon.  The poflibility of fuch a
difcovery, no onc who acknowledges an Almighey
Power, can be difpofed to call in quefliony and its
probability may fairly be inferred, from the general
fenfc which fo many different nations have ufually
cntertained of a communication and intcrcourfe bea
tween the Creator and his creatures.  Hence we
may account for the inflitution of thofe various rites
and ccremonies, which cvery nation pretended to
have received from therr diflerent deitiesy and for
that eagernefs to conlult their oracles on cyery emer:

ey,
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geney, for which the morc refined countrics of anti.
quity were always diftinguifhed, A defire, which
appears to be thus natural to man, and implanted in
his heart for wifc purpofes, it is not unrcafonable to
fuppole, from the confideration of the zoodnefs of
Gob, that he would vouchfafe te gratify, and to
aftord him fuller and morce fatisfactory information
on fuch important fubjeéts, than the contemplation
of cxternal objeéts, or the refleétions of his own mind,
could, without fuch afliftance, cver have acquired.

CIIAD. I

Reasons for belicving the Old Testament,

HOLEVER lays claim to a divine communi-
cation, muft be able to refer to fuch proofs

as will cftablifh his pretenfions,  He muft produce a
charalter of undoubted integrity, purity, and undet-
{tanding; he muft fatisfy us, that he is not a perfon
likely to impofe on others, or to be impofed on him-
{clf; he muft make it evidently appear, that he has
no private mnterelts to ferve, but that he means only
to promote the glory of Gop and the happinefs of
mankind.  Morcover, it is ncecflary to ¢xamine into
thic




the intrinfic merits of the revelation idelf, that we
may fec whether its contents are {uch; as we may rea-
fonably {uppofe werce likcly to procecd from a divine
origin.  We fhould naturally look for fuch a repre-
fentation of the Supreme Being, and s olorious

attributes, as arc agrecable to our conceptions; we
{hould expeét to find fuch doétrines and precepts as
mofl rcadily conduce to human fclicity and mprove-
ment; and cvery other circumitance, which could
inducc us to believe that it originated from that
high authority, by which 1t: pretends to have been
produced.  And laftly, i order to remove every
doubt on {o 1mportant a fubjeét, recourfe muft be
had to thofe cxtraordinary proofs of a divine coms
miflion, the power of prediéting future events, and
yorforming  miraculous and  fupcrnatural  works,
which cannot fail to flamp it with the feal of au-
thenticity, and to aftord the cleareft conviétion that

tis derived from and attelted by Gon himfelf,
Thefe are fome of the diftinguithing marks by
wiich we are enabled to judge of the probable truth
of iy revelation ; and o this mode of wial, the reves
Jatims recorded by the facred writers are willingly
fubmrted, . So inumatcly conneéted are the difpen-
fationsof Mofcs and Jefus Chrifty that'the infide] Las
found 1 ncceflary to attempt the overthrow of the
former, yefore he could hope to make any impreflion
on the later,  1le was well aware, that if hé could
fucceed ir undermining the foundation, the fuper-
flraéture mult of courle participate in. the ruin.
Foth difpenfations, thercfore, mult be cqually: de-
fended
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fended; and both fhall now be brought to that teft
which has been already alluded to, as a fair and
equitable mode of deciding on their credibility.
When we refleét on the perfonal charaéer of the
Jewith legiflator, we fhall foon fee the greatcft reafon
for fuppofing that he was 2 man cndowed with the
moft cftimable qualitics,  We find him to have been
pious, meck, unambitious, and honceft. So far was
he from aggrandizing his own kindred, that he ap-
pears to have left his pofterity in the moft common
flations, without any of that rank and diftin&ion
which he enjoyed himfelf, and which he might have
tranfmitted with fo much cafe to his defcendants.
Had he been a&tuated by the ufual motives of worldly
wifdom, he would not have permitted the prieft-
hood to be fettled on the family of Aaron, nor fuf:
fered the command of the people to be transferrad
to Jofhua, who was of another family and a diffcrent
tribec.  So ftriét was his regard to truth, that he
docs not {parc the recital of his own errors, or thot
of his brother. Inltead of courting popular applafe
by giving way to the prejudices and failings of his
conntrymen, he openly rebuked their ingrastude
and difobedience, as often as the occafion demnded
his reprehenfions; and has exhibited them .0 our
view as hardened and rebellious; and apt to nurmur
and complain on the moft trivial occafions, Were
we, indeed, to trace him through the whaoe of his
moral chara&er, we fhould find it fuch as toclaim our
admiration, and to command our belief in his vera-
city. And if we proceed to enquire into his pre-
g tenfions
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tenfions to fuflicient wifdom and judgment, we mufk
be fatisficd, that by being educated in Egypt, the
greatelt repofitory of knowledge at that time in the
world, he muft have been eminently qualified, 1 re-
fpeét to human attainments, to fill with propriety the
important office to which he had been appointed.
The whole tenor of his life, indecd, fully befpeaks
his good fenfe and prudence, as well as the excellence
and purity of his moral conduét; and ferves as a ma-
nifeflt and undeniable proof that he was not likely to
be impofed. on himfelf, or to pratice an impofition
on others. And in regard to the intrinfic merits of
the {yltem itfelf, {o far is it from being contaminated
by the prevailing idolatrics of Egypt, or any other
heathen nation, that we find the Deity deferibed 1n
it in {uch terms, as we muft naturally conceive belong
to the Creator and Governor of the world;—we
behold him reprefenied as infinite in goodnefs, wil-
dom, and power, and expeéting from his creatures
fuch a kind of worfhip and obedience as, we muft
cafily percceive, is a reafonable fervice, and confonant
with our notions of the purity and {pirituality of
{fucha Being, Whillt 1ts religious precepts enjoined
a pravity and decency of divine worfhip unknown
to or unpradtifed by other nations, its moral and
political inftitutions were calculated to promote the
profperity and comfort of all who had 4 claim to its
proteé&ion and {upport,

The prophecies that were foretold i the writings
of Mofes, have been fulfilled with the greateft clear-
nefs and precifions  He recorded the curfe of Noah

off
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on Canaan, and Ius future fervitude to Shem and
Japhethis brethren,  "The Canaanites, the feriptures
inform us, were deftroyed by the Hraclites, who
were defecended from Shem.  He forewarned the
people, that ¢ Gon would raife up, in due time,
2 prophct from the midfl of them, like unto himfclf,
and that to hin they fhould hearken”  The his-
tory of the New Teltament acquaints us, that Jefus
Chrift, who, like Mofes, was not only a prophet,
but divinely commiflioned to proclaim a new difpen-
fation, derived his birth and lincage from a Jewifls
family., He has rold us, thar Goon promifed Abra-
ham that his polterity fhould be multiplicd beyond
that of any other man; that ¢ his feed fhould be ag
the ftars of heaven, and as the fand upon the fea
fhore;” this, we well know, has been cxadly veri-
ficd; the defcendants of a fingle family have increafed
to 4 degree that almoft furpafles beliefs - and are, at
this day, though difperfed far and wide, thongh per-
fecuted with uncqualled and unrelenung feveny,
remarkable iitances of numbcers and population.
I adinonifhed the Jews, that dreadful would be the
confequence of their wgrattude and difobedience;
that if they forfoolt the law that had been given
them, the Lorp would aflli® them with plagues,
prcat and of long continuance; hiftory has informed
us, that thefe plagues have been greater and of longer
continuance than thofe which ever befel any other
nation, "Fo thefe might be added a long catalogue
of fuch prophecics as have already had a full and
manifclt completion; all of which uniformly tend to

confirm
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confirm the divine miflion of him who originally
predidted fuch remote events,

As to the miraculous operations which are aflerted
to have been wrought by the Mraclitifh Leader in
Epypt, in the paffage through the Red Sea, and in
thc journey through the wildernefs; a flight degree
of inveftipation will be fuflicient to convince us, that
they may fairly lay claim to probability and belief,
No man can reafonably fuppofe, that if fuch miracles
as Mofcs recorded never took place, that the ims
pofition could at firft have been falely attempred, or
afterwards delivered down for the belief of pofle-
rity with any hopes of fuccefs,  We muft recolleét
alfo, that thefe accounts were written in the fame age
in which they are reprefented to have waken place,
and for the perofal of thofe very perfons, who, hav-
ing been cye-witnefles of the faéts, were enabled to
contradi¢t the ftatements, if they bad not been
founded on truth.  The fame perfons were coma
manded to tranfmit thefe writings to {uccceding ge-
nerations, and to read them carcfully and repeatedly,
that no material error or misftatement might po down
to their defcendants.  So that, unlefs the whole
hody of the Hraclites were willing to concur with
their leader in fabricating an ampofture, for the
exprefs purpofe of deceving their {ucceflors; or
that we can conccive that they could all have been
over-reached by lus management and dexterity, fo as
1o Delicve in the reality of a continued feries of
delufions; we cannot, with any depree of reafon,
withhold our belief in the exifience of thofe miraces,

which,
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which, the feriptures affert, were petformed by Mofess
and confequently muft acknowledge, that he has cx-
hibited fuflicient and fatisfaltory proofs, that he de.
rived his commiflion 4nd oflice from the hands of
Gon.

But in addition to the arguments that have been
alrcady urged on behalf of the authenticity of the
Mofaic writings, we have the numcrous teftimonices
of Hcathen hiftorians concurring in their favour,
I'ey have declared the common belief of mankind, in
regard to the principal events which he has recorded,
to be agrecable to the defeription which he has
given of them, The creation of the world out ot
a chios, the origin of mankind, their deftruétion by
a deluge, and the re-peopling of the carth from a
fingle family, arc aflerted in cvery religious fyftem
that has yet been promulgated.  This belief, fo uni.
verfally entertained in fomany and diftant nations, and
which has latcly reccived an additional proof from
the recent difcoveries of the Oriental world, affords
the cleareft evidence, that the accounts could not
well be the contrivance and invention of any indi-
vidual.  And Defides, the flrong attachment cntes-
tained for thefe writings for fo many ages by the Jews
themlclves, and the great probability of their being
able to difcover the impofture, if there had been ones
the exiftence of their peeuliar mode of worfhip cven
unto this day, not only without worldly fupport, but
in the midlt of cxile, oppreflion, and petfecution;
the obfervance of rites, not only of a moft finpular
but burthenfome nature, and which cannot have any

poflible
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poflible recommendation, but that of having firft
been inftituted by a divine command; thefe and
many other circumftances afford fuflicient ground
for the fuppofition, that had not this people been
convinced by the tradition of the fame belief, from
the times of thofe who were witncfles of the fadts to
their delcendants of the prefent day, that fuch mira-
culous events did really happen, as plainly pointed
out the Divine interference; they would long ago
have caft oft all regard for a fyftem, which bore {o
hard on perfons of their rebellious fpirit and {tubborn
difpofition, ~ The long duration, therefore, of this
rcligion is an argument of great force to prove it
to have had a deeper root than any other ever had,
the Chriftian only excepted.  Every mode of Heas
then worfhip with which we have been made ac-
quainted, has exifted no longer than the power that
fupported ig; when that prop was removed, the whole
edifice {oon fell to pieces.  The Jewilh religion, on
the contrary, {till {urvives, not only unfupported by
any civil eftablifhiment, but in oppofition to the nume-
rous attempts that have been made to overthrow it.
And if, on a fair and impartial enquiry, we arc wils
ling to admit the veracity of the Jewith legiflator,
we have no reafon for withholding our belief from
thofe fuccceding prophets, who were able to produce
the fame credentials,  Lheir moral charaéer, like
that of Mofes, was purc and unfullied; their doc-
trines, like his, were agreeable to the Divine ate
tributes; their predidtions were clearly and {fully
verified; and their miracles of fo ftriking and unc.

quivocal
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quivocal a nature, as to command, from all wha
witnefled them, immediate conviétion,  From hence,
therefore, it is reafonable to conclude, that they, like
Mofes, were meflengers infpired and fent by Gony
and confequently, thar that part of Revelarion which
they were commiflioned to proclaim, poflcfius every
mark of mdubitable trath, which the naure of the
thing can poflibly admic of.  And here, if it be al-
fowable to take that for granted, winch, it is hoped,
will be foon and undeniably cltablifhed, the divine
authority of Christ and his apoltles, their teltimony
on this fubjt mull be final and decifive. The Ilvan.
achifts inform us, that our Lorp took various and
{requent opportunitics of referring to the Jewsfly
feriptures, as of Divine origin, and of appealing to

them for the proof of many circumflances that re.
lated to himfclfs  From the evidence they afforded,
he proved that he was the Mcfliah fo long and ca-
ocrly expeted; out of them he correéled and re-
futed his opponentsy and always luboured to nnpress
his hearers with the belief that they had proceeded
from Gon. "The apoflles nnitated the example of
their Malter,  One of them has aflured us, that
¢ all feripturce is given by ifpiration of Gon;”* and
another aflerts, that ¢ prophecy came not in old
time¢ by the will of man, but holy men of Gop fpoke,
as they were moved by the Tloly Gholt.”’f

Thele are fome of the arguments which are com.
monly made ufe of, to demonftrate the credibility of
that portion of holy writ which gocs under the ap-
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pellation of the Old Teftament.  The unblemithed
charaéer of the reputed authors; the intrinfic ¢x-
cellence of the matter itfelf; the foretelling fuch
cvents, and performing fuch wonders, as no one
conld have cfteéted, unfupported by Divine power;
the corroborating teftimonies of Heathen hiftorians,
as to particular events; the unanimous belief of the
Jews; and laftly, the ateeftation of Chrift and his
apoftles in their favour—form together fo {trongand
decifive a body of evidence, as cannot fail to remove
every reafonable doubt, and to fatisfy cvery candid
and unprejudiced enquizer,

CHAP. 1IL.

Reasons for belicving the New Testament,

AVING thus endcavoured to cftablifh the cre-
dibility of the Old Teftament, by arguments
of fuch a popular and intelligible nature as may be
cafily comprehended by common underftandings, I
fhall proceed to the confideration of that laft and
nobleft fcheme of religion, which we find recorded
by the writers of the New Teftament,
¢ That
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That a petfon of the name of Jefus Chrift ap-
peared in Judea in the reign of Tiberius Ceefar;
that he took upon himfelf the office of a public
teachier of religion; made numerous converts to the
doltrines he inculcated; performed many extraor-
dinary and miraculous works; and at length fuftered
death, at the mfligation of the Jews, under the Ro-
man governor Pontius Pilate j—are fadts, aflerted not
only by the cvangelical writers, but publicly acknow-
ledged by thofe Jews and Heathens, who wete
amongft the ficreeft and moft implacable enemics of
Chriftianity,  "Laking that for granted, therefore,
which has not been denied, let us proceed on an
enquiry into the grounds and reafons that we of
the prefent day have, for cmbracing the dodtrines,
and fubmitting to the duties, which are promulgated
in the gofpel of Jefus Chuitl

Now that thefe rcafons arc of the ftrongeft and
molt fatisfa@ory ndture, :ind {ully adequate to the
convition of ¢very rational enquirer, I fhall endea-
vour to cltabliflh by a diftin&t confideration of the
three following propofitions :—

15t That the Founder of the Chriftian Religion
derived his commifion and oflice from Gob.

adly. That JIe was not only invefted with Divine
authority, but was in reality that very Meflah, who
had been fo long promifed, and fo ardently expetted.

gdly. "T'hat the accounts delivered down to us in
the New Peltament, relative 1o his life, do&rines,
and charaéter, are fuch as arc farrly entitled to our
belief.

1st. That
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1st. That the Founder of the Chriftian Religion
derived his commiflion and office from Goo.

In order to prove the Divine commiffion of Jefus
Chrift, I {hall have recourfe tothe fame mode of argu.
ment which I before purfued in endeavouring to efta-
blifh that of Mofes, namely, the moral purity of the
chara@er of theauthor; theexcellence of thedoétrines
and precepts he inculeated 5 the complete accomplifh-
ment of the events which he predi¢ted ; and the power
of working miracles, with which he was invefted.

Whatever portion of weight and reputation can
he derived to a religion from the charadter of its
author, may be fafcly claimed on behalf of Chrifti.
anity, in its utmolt latitude.  The defcription given
of their Mafter by his difciples (who had witnefled
his conduét, not only in his official capacity as a
public teacher, but in the more retired feenes of
familiarity and friendfhip) is fuch as muft tend to
cxalt him in our cftunation to the higheft pitch of
refpeét and admiration.  They reprefent him as en-
dowed with fuch an affemblage of rare and excellent
qualitics, as were never before united in the fame
perfon,  They exhibit him as a finlefs pattern of
picty and virtue; pradtifing, with the molt exa& and
unremitting attention, thofe facred dutics, the obfer-
vance of which he fo forcibly imprefled on all his fol-
fowers.  Yafy and pleafant would be the tafk, did
our limits admit of it, of enlarging on his mecknefs,
picty, benevolence, humility, refignation, and forti-
tude; and of deducing, from a particular recital of
(uch fplendid virtues, the firnefs of fuch a perfon for

the
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the important oflice of a reformer of the world; but
it is {ufficient to refer to the hiftorians of his life for
a more minute detail of that conduét, which {o well
became the Teacher and example of righteoufnefs. 1f
we compare him with other inftruétors of mankind,
we cannot hefitate for @ moment to acknowledge his
fuperiority.  The teachers of wifdom iit the Heathen
fchools declaimed on the excellence and  fitnefs of
moral virtae; but they were philofophers only in
theory, and too often proved themfelves as licentious
in their praétice 43 the moft illiterate of their follow-
crs. Mahomet, though the founder of a religion that
has taken a deep root, and fpread itfelf far and wide,
had not the feaft fhadow of pretence cither to purity
of fentiment or integrity of condué, He recom.
mended his doétrines, ncither by the mildnefs of
perfuafion, nor the enerpgy of conviétion, but cn.
forced the obfervance of them by the fword; and in-
creafed the number of his followers by the promife
of thofc {enfual gratifications and enjoyments i ano-
ther world, to which he had wholly abandoned him-
felf in the prefent. And when we {triétly ferntinize
into the whole of the conduét even of Mofcs himfelf,
however excellent, as we have feen, his general cha-
rafter may be, yet was it not without fome ftain to
fully its brightnefs.  Greatr was his reluétance to
obcy the orders of the Almighty, when he was ap-
pointed to convey the Divine commands to the king
of Egypt. Nordid he always put that impiici con-
fidence in the promifes of Gowu, wiiich the long ex-
perience of his veracity and kindnefs fo evidently

demanded,
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demanded,  So great, mdeed, were his errors, as to
preclude him from partaking of thofe fignal bleflings
which were referved for his countrymen in the
land of Canaan,

But againft Jefus Chrift nothing has been offered,
that could, in the fmallelt degree, fix an imputation
on lis charaéter.  The teftimonies of his followers
have united in its praife; the filence of his adver-
farics has proved their inability to detraét from or
to deorade it

But of all the arguments that conduce to the helief
of the divine miffion of Jefus Chrift, no one is better
entitled to our notice, than that which is drawn from
the nature of the things contained in his Gofpel,

Every one who has beftowed the flighteft attention
on the New Teftument, cannot but have feen, that
the dodtrines it inculcates are of the mofl peculiar
exccllences It informs us, that Gop is infinite in all
perfedtions; thar he is a pure {pirit, and muft be
worfhipped in fpiritand in truth; that though he be
exalted far above all praife, yet that he condefcends
to accept our prayers and thankfpivings, when of-
fered to him by a fincere and grateful heart;~—it
teaches us not only the reverence and worfhip duc
to our Creator, but that univerfal benevolence and
unbounded charity which we owe to our fellow-
creatures;~—it reprefents to us the fallen ftate of man,
and the means by which he may enfure his forpive-
nefs here, and admiffion to happine(s hercafier ;—it
difcovers the true natuee and end of the RPedewimner’s
charadter, and the terms on which our redemprion
may

L ]
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may be purchafed throngh fuch a mediator j—ir
points out the certainty of a future ftate of exiftence
and retribution, and declares, that our final allotment
of happinefs or mifery will be decided by our conduét
in the prefent life,  Thele are fome of the impor-
tant doftrines which are clucidated and afcertained
by the Chriftian difpenfation.  And as to the morality
of the Golpel, that has always been allowed to excdll
cvery other fyftem that has yer been oftered to the
world.  Not only does it contain all the moft excel-
lent rules that have been recommended by philofo-
phers for the conduét of life, but refines and im-
proves them to the highelt ftate of purity and
holinefs; it commands us  to be perfeét, cven as
our Father which 1sin heaven is perfeé;” to avoid
not only the commiflion of evil, but even its mofl
fecret intention or conception,  The moral law has
faid, ¢ thou fhalt not kill;” Chrift has required us
not to give way to violent or unncceflary anger. ‘The
fame law has forbidden the commiflion of adultery;
Chrift has aflerted, that < if a man even look upon a
woman to Juft after her, he hath committed adultery
with her in lis heart.”  In fhort, ¢ whatfoever things
are Jovely, whatfocver things arce pure, honeft, juft,
and of good report,” we are commanded to put in
practice, not from the defire of obtaining human
applaufe, Lut from a princple of duty and obedience
to Gon.

And if the doétrines and precepts of the Gofpel
are thus pre-cminent in excellence, well may we claim
ac fame fuperiority for the diflerent motives that in-
CHee us to accept it The
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The wifeft of the Heathens confefled their inability
to hold forth fufficient incentivesto their followers, to
makc them perfevere in the dutiesthey recommended;
they attempted to advance beyond the narrow limits
of the prefent life, but were foon involved in per-
plexity and darknefs.  Though they entertained
fome faint hopes of a future recompence, they only
{poke of it with hefitation and doubty and admicted
the precarioufnefs of any brighter profpeét for the
virtuous, than that of virtue being its own reward.
If we refer to the Mofaic difpenfation, we fhall
find nothing held forth beyond the good things of
this life.  If the Ifraclites followed the direftions of
Gob, if they humbled themfelves before him, and
were grateful for his faveurs, they were comforted
with the promife of great temporal bleffings; fuch
as, a pleafant and fruitful land, vi€ory aver their
cnemies, length of days, and a long train of profpcr-
ous defcendants. In thele things confilted the re-
ward of their obedience; nor were any pofitive
affurances given them by their leader, that could
clearly warrant the cxpectation of further recom-
pence.*—Nor have the difciples of Mahomet any
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¥ 1f we take the words of the covenant, which Mofes made be-
tween Gop and his people, in their {tnd {enfe, they can only have
1 reference to temporal profperity; but it muft be allowed, that
trom the tenor of the promifes made to their forefathers, the Jews
might reafonably conclude, that bleflings of an higher nature were
to be underftood,  Many paflages mighe be cited out of the OId
Teltament, which fhew, that they looked for greater and more fub-
Rantial happinefs than the enjoyment of an earthly Canaan,

greater
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areater reafon to look forward to futurity with cer-
tainty or fatisfattion. Though the founder of their
religion declared his authority to be of fupernatural
origin, he exhibited no proofs by which its truth
could be afcertained; nor left behind him any {tronger
affurances than his own aflertions, that his followers
fhould enjoy cven the fenfual paradife, with which
he dazzled their imaginations.—But far diffcrent arc
the motives that invite the Chriftian o the per-
formance of his duty, e has not only the path
claurly pointed out, in which he is to walk; but is
informed to what it leads, and where it s to termi-
nate.  Ile has the confequences of his a&tions placed
before his view, in the mofl ftriking colours; he is
exprefsly taughe, thar the prefent Jife is but the
dawn of bis exiftence; and that on lis good or evil
conditét here, will depend his happingfs or mifery
hereafter. [T he be willing 1o aceepr the oracious
terms of falvation that are oftered him; if he will
Lrive to go on, ¢ perfevering and abounding in the
work of the Torn;” heis aflured, that his <€ Iabour
Mall not be in vam,” and that there is laid up for
him, ¢ m the heavens, a crown that is incorruptible,
and never to fade away.”  But, on the other hand,
i he repedt the bounty of Gobj if he give himfelf
an to the dominion of his paflions, and break
throvugh thole rules which are preferibed for his ob-
fervance; he is clearly forewarned of the dangers
that await hiny and taught to look forward to his
future portton m that dreadful state, where the
worm acverdierhyand the fireis never extinguifhed.”

Such
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Such 1s the intrinfic excellence of the matter con.
tained in the Gofpel; fuch are the dotrines, precepis,
and matives, which are held forth as proofs of the
Divine origin of that revelation, which Chrift was
commiflioned to proclaim to mankind.

But as a flill ftronger proof of the Divine energy
which attended his miniltry, our Lorp forctold
many cxtraordinary cvents, all of which have been
cxaltly accomplithed.  The fame Gofpel that con-
tains the predi@ion of his fuflerings, death, refur-
reftion, and afcenfion, records alfo its full and ma.
nifelt completion. He promifed his difciples, that
they fhould be endowed with power from on high;
fhould be ¢ baptized with the IHoly Ghoft,” and
be enabled to < fpeak with tonpues.”  This pro-
mife was molt wonderfully made good on the day of
Pentecolt, when thele fopernatural giftswere beltowed
on the apoftics.  He foretold, that the Gofpel fhould
be ¢ preached to all nations” before the deftru&ion
of Jerufalem, or within the {pace of forty years;
that the increale of his kingdom fhould be like
¢ that of a grain of muftard feed;” and that being
lifted up, he would ¢ draw all men after lim.”” "This
was fo ftrikingly verified, that St Paul, in his Epiftle
to the Romans, informs us, that cven at that time,
only twenty-four years after the death of Chrift,
¢ the found of it was gone out into the utterimoft
parts of the carth;” and in his Fpiftle to the Co-
loflians, only twenty-nine years after the fame cvent,
that it ¢ was preached to every creature under
heaven,”  But inflead ot enumerating the various

propliccices
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prophecies which were afterwards accomplithed, it
will be {uflicient to notice, under this head, that moft
celebrated and fignal predi@ion of our Lorp, con-
cerning the deftru@ion of the city and temple of
Jerufalem, which we find detatled by St Matthew,
in Liis twenty-fourth chapter.  The tragical hiftory of
this great cvent, as we find 1t deferibed by Jofephus
from his own obfervation, fo cxatly coincides with
this amazing prophecy, that it has more the ap-
pearance of having been the work of a Chriftian,
who had attempued its illuftration, than that of a
Jew and an cnemy to Chriftianity.  Chrift forciold
the deftruétion of the temple in thele words, ¢ Sceft
thou thefe great buildings?  There thall not be left
onc {tone upon another which fhall not be thrown
down.” Jofephus informs us, that Titus commanded
his foldiers to dig up the very foundations of the
temaple and city, ¢ He wall {end forth his armices,
and deftroy thefe murderers, and burn up their city,”
I'he hiftory acquaints us, that Titas exerted himfelf
to preferve thefe magnificent edifices in vain, which
were deflroyed by his foldiers, in dire@t oppofition
to his molt pofttive commands.  ¢¢ Thine enemics
fhall calt & trench around thee, and compafs thee
round, and keep thee noon every fidey” we are
affured, by the authority of the Jewifh hiftorian,
that Tiws, (though the undertaking was deemed im-
practicable) fucceeded o building a wall of thirty-
nine furlongs, having on it thirteen towers, in the
fpace of three days, which fo entirely encompafled
the city, as to preclude all poflibility of cfcape.

Jerufalem,
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Jerufalem, continues the prophecy, fhall be * trodden
down of the Gentiles;” this fo exaétly came to pafs,
that Vefpafian commanded the whole land of Judea
to be fold to thofe Gentiles that would buy it and
Hadrian, fixty-three ycars after, made a law, that no
Jew fhould come into the region round about Jeru-
falem. Thus it came to pafs, fays an eminent cccle.
fiaftical writer,* that the Jews being banithed thence,
and there being a conflux thither of aliens, it be-
came a city and colony of the Romans, and was, in
honour of the Imperor, named (Elia.  The pro-
pheey ftates, that Gop would preferve his faithful
fervants from thefe impending dangers; ¢ that they
who cndured to the end fhould be faved,” and not
<¢ a hair of their heads fhould perifh.””  If the writers
of that age arc worthy of credit, we have every
rcafon to believe that the Chriftians cfcaped the ruin
which came upon the Jews, and that not one of that
defeription perifhed when Jerufalem was taken, The
Jews were not only to fee an end both of their civil
and religious government, but according to the pre-
di¢tion of Chrift, were ¢ to be led captives into all
nations,”  l'itus, we arc told by Jofephus, took
ninety-feven thoufand captives, and fent them into
Fgypt, and the different Roman provinces; from
whence they were again difperfed, as we fee them at
this day, into all the countrics and climates of the
carth. ""

From the few inftances thathave been now brought
forward, of the accomplifhment of the events that
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were predicted by Chrift, no man, one fhould ima-
oine, could reafonably doubt, that he was endowed
with the exercife of {upernarural power; and that
he has exhibited fuflicient and fatisfaétory proof, that
he was invelted with authority by Goo himfelf,

The laft arpument to which I fhall have recourle,
to prove the divine mifion of Jefus Chrift, is one of
themolt cogent and unanfwerable nature-—that which
arifes from the confideration of the miracles which
hé fo frequently performed.

Now the miracles of Chrift were grear and nu.
merous, e save cyes to the blind, cars to the
deaf, words w the dumb, limbs to the lame, under-
ftanding to the lunatic, and life to the dead.  Thefe,
and many other works of the moft extraordinary
and aftonithing nature, e conftanty appealed to as
conclufive evidences ot his divine authority,  Such,
indeed, was the cllelt they produced, not only on his
difciples, but even on his grearelt encmies, that the
chicf pricfts and Pharifecs were forced to con-
fefs, that “ tlus Man docth many wonders;” and
that ¢ if he was let alone, all men would believe in
him.” . So numerous were they, that thie multitude
cricd ont, ¢ When Chrilt cometh, will e do more
muracles than this man hath done.””  So grear and
powertul, that cven Herod ftiled them ¢ mighty
works;” and Nicodemus acknowledged, that ¢ no
man could do fuch works as he did, unlefs Gop
were with him.” “The apoftles confidently appeal to
the knowledge of their hearers, when they allude to
the miraculons works of their Mafter, ¢ Jefus of

Nazareth,”
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Nazareth,” fays St. Peter, ¢ was a man approved
amonglt you by miracles, figns, and wonders, which
Gon did by him in the midt of you; this, indecd,
ye yourfelves know.”  "The fame apoftle appeals
alfo to the knowledge of this by the centurion and

his friends; “ ye know,” fays he, ¢ the thing done
throughout all Judea, how Jefus, Deing anointed
with the Holy Ghoft and with power, went about
doing good, and healing all that werce opprefled with
the devil; for Gop was with him.”  And laftly, we
have the teftimony of Chrift himfelf on the fane
fubjedt, ¢ If 1 had not donc amonglt them,” fays
he, ¢ thofe works which never man did, they had
not had fin.””  When, therefore, we' take into con-
fideration the exemplary charalter of Jefus Chrifl,
the intrinfic excellence of the meffage which he
brouglt, the cxaét completion of the events which
he forerold, and the wonderful effeéts of the miracles
which he performed; we have furely every reafon
to conclude, that ¢ Gob was with him;”” and that-
the religion which he came into the world to inftitutc,
has every claim to be reparded as of Divine origin, |
- adly. That He was not only invefted with Divine
authority, bat was m rcality that very Mcfhah, who
had been {o long promifed, and fo ardently expeéted.
To cnamerate the whole of the prophetic exprefs
fions in the Old Teftament, that relaze to the Mefliah,
would be to extend the {ubjedt to a far greater com-
pafs than is confiflent with the defign of the prefent
treavfe,  Ihall content myfelf, therefore, with bring-
ing ta a fhort and fummary view fome of the Tead-
ing
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ing particulars of thofc predi&ions, which the Jewifli
dottors, who preceded the time of our Lorb’s ap-
pearance, always applicd to the expeéted Mefliah.

Gon, it appears, firfl opened his intention on this
fubje@ in a general wanner, promising, that the
(ced of the woman fhould  bruife the ferpent’s
head”* To Abraham we find a particular aflu-
rance given, that ¢ in his feed all the nations of
the carth fhould be blefed;”t and the fame re-
newed afterwards to Ifaac)| and Jacob. Lo the
rter the particular tribe of Judah was pointed out,
as thar out of which the grear Deliverer of Mankind
wig to arife. To David 1t was revealed, that this
iHuftrious perfon fhould be of his family, and ¢ the
fruit of his body;”§ to NMicah,q[ that he fhould
be horn at Bethichem; to Maiah,® thar his birth
thould be miracalous, and his mother a virging to
the fame prophets were confided the beneficial efteéts
of his death and fufferingsy to Danielyr the precife
rime when he was to be facrificed; to Haggai,t Ze-
chartah,® and Malachi,© that all thefe furprifing events
fhould be accomplithed before the deftru&ion of the
fecond temple; and to the latter, the precedence of a
forerunner, who was to give notice of his approach,
and ¢ prepare the way before him.”  To this we
may add the exadt defeription of his meek and af-
fe@ionate manners, of the mtrinfic excellence of his
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doltrines, the miracles by which his miflion was to
be confirmed, and every other circumftance relative
to lus life, death, refurre®ion, and afcenfion, as well
as to the important office which he was appomted
to fuftain.  Whocever, then, will beftow a candid and
attentive perufal on thofe wondertul prophecies which
relate to the Mcfhah, and compare them with the
accounts given by the evangehfts of  Jefus of Naza-
reth in the New Teltament, cannot fail to be con-
vinced of the precife agreement of the circumfances
of the life and charalter of the lauer with thole fo
clearly prediéted of the former,  And as no other
perfon has yet appeared amongft men, that anfiered,
in the fmallelt degree, to this prophetic defeription;
and as the Meflial was univerfally expeéted to appear
in the fame country, and at the fame time, that Jefus
of Nazarcth atually did; when we bring all thefe
arguments into onc point of view, we cannot hefitate
to admit, that the continued feries of prophecics re-
lative to this grear Deliverer and Saviour have re-
ceived their completion, and to acknowledge, in the
words of holy writ, that *¢ Jefus is the Chrift,”#
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* Toevery one defirous of examining for himielf on thisimportant
fubjed, it 1s recommended to compare the s2d and ¢3d chapters of
Hatah with the 26th and 29th of the Gofpel of St. Matthew. So
exactly are the predifions of the prophet fulfilled, by the events
that are recorded by the Evangelift, that it fhould feem reafonable to
{uppole, that no honcft infidel could, after fuch a comparifon, re-
matn unconviaced.  The c¢ffeé@ it had on a celebrated churaéler of
the laft age, the witty but profligate Barl of Rochefter, -is well
known; though long a profefied unbelicver, he was unable to
withitand fuch powcrful evidence; and declared himfelf to be con-
vinced, by a comparifon of thefe different parts of holy writ, of the
ruth of the revel ation of Joius Chiiftie=Bifhop Burnet.



[ 52 ]

Thefe prophecics were not only applied to the
Mefliah by the Jewifh doéors, but were often ap-
pealed to by Chrilt and his apoftles; the latter, in-
deed, when preaching to the Heathens, generally
waved the argument from prophecy, (becaufe their
hearers were not fo capable of judging of 1) and
chicfly infifted on that which arofe from the numerous
miracles which hadd been wronght by their Malter,
particularly that mofl fignal one—his refurrclion
from thedead.  But when they had occafion to dif-
pute with the Jews, they conflantly referred to the
ancicnt records in their own colledion of the law
and the prophets, m which fo many things were ex-
prefly foretold, that had been exadtly and literally
fulfilied in Jefus of Nazareth,  Thele prophecics,
grealy to the confirmation and advantage of the
Chriftian caufe, are cxant, cven at chis day, in
the origmal lanpuage; and have been preferved,
not only by the friends and fupporters of the Gofpel,
but by 1ts unceafing and moft implacable adverfarics
and oppofers.

adly. That the accounts delivered down to us in
the New Teftament, rcdative to hus life, doétrines,
and charalter, are fach as are fairly chritled to our
hehef. |

When perfons relate any matter of fad, it is ufual
to determine, from the charaéter they bedr, the de-
prec of credit that 1s to be attached to their affer-
tions,  When, on enquiry, we find in the witnefles,
not only an unblemithed integrity, but fufficient
knowledge and penctration to afcertam the truth ot

| ~ the
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the circumitances they attelt; when we are certain,
that they could not well be deceived themfelves, nor
were likely to attempt an impofition on others, we
may fafcly acquicfee in the validity of the teftimony
thus voluntarily brought forward,  Now if we apply
thefe rules to the evangelifts and apoftles, we fhall
foon be convinced that they arc by no means de-
feftive in any fuch marks of truc hiftorians, If we
examine into their integrity, we muft foon perceive,
from the tenor of their writings, that they were
incapable of. propagating a wilful impofture, Their
aiving an account of their errors and imperfeftions,
of their mean extraétion and cmployments, their am-
bitious contentions, and then denial and defertion of
their Mafter in his diftrefs, is an argument of great
force in favour of their veracity in other refpeés.
They might have concealed every thing that tended
td lower them in the publick cftimation with the
arcatelt cafe, as it was not cflential to the Chriftian
faith that it fhould be tranfmitted to poftericy.  If,
thercfore, they have recorded tranfaétions that were
likcly to leflen their own charaters, we cannot well
require a morc fatisfaltory proof of their ftriét and
impartial regard to truth in every other circumftance
which they have afferted in their narratives,  And
befides, they fpoke of {uch things only as they had
feen or heard themfelves, or had been informed
of by others who had had ocular demonftration.
They have plainly fhewn, by the general ftrain of
good fenfe and judgment which runs through their
writings, that they were not likely to be deceived by

D impofition;;
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impofition; and the circumftances they deferibe are
of fuch a nature, as not to admit of error or delufion.
ITad they been mclined to impofe on the world by the
fabrication of a falfhood, they could not have expedt-
cd to fucceed in the decepuion. They wrote their
accounts but a fhort period after the death of theis
Mafter, at a ume when mulutudes were ftill alive,
who had been wiefles of  the difterent faéts winely
they related, and who, if an opportunity had oftered,
would gladly have come forward to deteét and dif-
arace them, It is indeed highly improbable, that o
{ct of men fthould have united to afert, that a perfon,
called Jefus of Nazarveth, had come from Gob, re-
veaded cternal Bife, confirmed his dodirines by mira-
cles, fullered death, and after three days had rifen
agin from the grave; and after thus, that the Holy
Ghoft had vilibly deleended on his difeiples, on the
day of Pentecolt, and ¢nabled them o fpeak all lan-
quages; that from thenee they had been difperfed
through all nations, and had confirmed their preach-
iy by the operation of figns and wonders; it is, 1
fay, not worthy of the flighteft degree of credit, that
fuch a narrative fhould have been attempred by the
apoftles, or fuflered to be propagated by the Jews,
(whofe interelt 1t was to put a ftop to it) had it not
been founded on faéts, the exiftence of which had
been clearly and publickly afcertained.  But cven
were we to {uppofc that the apoftles were inclined
to praticc fuch an impofition, with what poflible
view could they have been led to attempt it?  Men

arc not often found to do mifchict for mifchict’s fake,
eV




even when they may do it'with mpunity.  How
much more improbable then is it, that men fhould
do it, when fo far from having the profpeét of ad-
vantage before them, they were certain of incurring
the greatelt danger?  Had they withed to acquire
the honours or richies of the world, they took the
worft poflible method that could have been devifed
to attain them, as the doétries they taught were
in dire@ oppofition to the inclinations of thole who
were able to promote their private interefts,  They
muft have been already convineed, from the fate of
their Mafler, that nothing but cvil was reafonably
to be expeted from preaching a doétrine, which had
been to the ¢ Jews a ftumbling-block, and which
would, probably, by the Greeks, be accounted fool-
iflnefs.””  They muft have been well aware, that
their perfeverance in the fame caufe would eventu-
ally cxpofe them, as it before had I1im, to contempt,
poverty, imprifonment, and death.

The laft argument to which I fhall have re-
courfe, to prove the credibility of the apoftolic tefti-
mony, arifes from the agreement of the different
writers, as to the material fa&ts which they have
related.  If feveral perfons, who were difperfed
throughout diflerent nations, and cut oft from any
communication with one another, were to write ac-
counts of the fame tranfattions, and to agrec with
the preatclt exalnels n their relation of the prin-
cipal cvents they had undertaken to deferibe; fo far
would any little difagreement, in regard to matters
of an indifferent nature, be from bringing dil-

credit
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credit on their teltimony, that it would be a convin.
cing proof that they had not invented the ftory in
conjunétion.  Had they united in propagating the
fame falthood, they would have taken care to have
agreed precifely in the circumftances; had they fa-
bricated feparate accounts, they could not poflibly
have agreed with fo much nicety inthe material fadts,
'The harmony, thercfore, fo vifible in their narratives
in regard to things effential, and their difference in
thofe of a more trivial nature, cannot fail to aftord
to any reafonable perfon a good and {olid argument
for the credibility of the whole,

If, then, the veracity of the facred writers appear
to be unqueftionable, it follows, that the New Tefta-
ment muft have come from Gob, as they have aflured
us, that they proclaimed 1t to the world under the
dircéting inftucnce of his holy fpirit,  How far, in-
deed, this fupernatural influence extended, or in what
particular manner it was aflorded, the plain unlertered
Chriftian will not find himfclf concerned toinveftigate.
[t will be {uflicient for him to be perfuaded, that the
promifc of our Lorp to his difciples, was accuratcly
fuliilled, that ¢ when the Comforter fhould come,
he fhould bring all things to their remembrance,
what he had faid unto them.”” We may fafely con-
clude, that the fame Spiritwhich gave them utterance
when they were preaching the Golpel, prefided over
the accounts which they compofed for the inftruc-
tton of polterity, and enabled them to record, m a
faithful and mfallible manncer, the wholewillof Gop—
cvery thing that was neceflary for us to know, be-
licve, or pradtise, inorder to enfure our final falvaton.
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CHAP.  IV.

Reasons for believing the present Scriplures to
be agrecable to the original.

T only remains now to cnquire, whether we have
or have not fuflicient grounds to helieve, that

the books which we commonly receive under the
name of the Scriptures, contain the genuine and au-
thentic writings of thofe perfons to whom they are
aferibed,  On this part of our fubjed, it will be
fufhcient to bring forward an abridgment of fuch
arguments as arc ufually referred to in fupport of
the afhrmatve.

Nothing could cxceed the care and attention of
the Jewifh nation to preferve their records from al-
teration or corruption. By the command of Mofcs,*
the boolk of the Taw was depofited in the tabernacle
not Jong before his death, as were the other facred
books, as foon as they were produced.  They were
af;crwards removed by Solomont into the Temple,
which was allotted for the reception of the future
compofitions of the infpired writcrs.

If the originals perifhed in the flames of the
Temple, (a faét that has not been afeertained) there
can be no doubt but that numerous copics were care-
fully preferved during the Babylomith captivity, from
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whicl Fzra was enabled to make an authentic fe-
lcétion, and to depofit it, incrcafed by the additional
works of the larer prophets, m the fecond temple.
Whether the copy which rematned in the fame facred
repofitory at the time of the deftrudtion of Jerufalem
by Tius, were the fame as that made by Lizra or not,
we have no reafon 1o fuppole 1t to have been fpu-
rious or meorreét; as we do not find that the later
Jews were more negligent in preferving this valuable
trealure, than thofe who had preceded them. We
may fairly indeed infer from the filence of Chrift
on this head, that the writings then received as the
the works of Mofes and the prophets, were purc
and unfufpe@ted; for althoueh often induced to re-
proach the feribes and teachers with the falthood of
their doétrines, we do not find that he cever charged
them with any wilinl atempts to alter or corrupt
thie facred oracles that had been commited to then
charge.  And after the deflruétion of Jerufalem, and
the difperfion of the Jews into different nations, it
muft be cvident, from the valt multiplication of co-

pics, that intenvonal corruption was no longer
their power,  Defides, from that tme, the converts
to Chriftianity were cqually interefted with the Jews
themfclves, m preferving the fource of their doé&rines
[rom crror and pollution.  As Chriftianity was to be
proved out of the law and the prophcts, 1t was the
bufinefs of Chriftians to take efpecial care that they
might be able to appeal to fuch teftimony, as could
not be denred to be the plan and undifputed word

of Gon.
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The books of the New Teftament, being far lefs
ancient, arc the more cafily proved to be genuine and
authentick. Itis known that they were written either
by the Apoftles of Chrift themfelves, or by thofe who
wrote under thenr direéiony thefe books were re-
ccived as fuch in the apoftolical age idelf, fome of
the firft Chriftian writers, as Ignatius and Polycarp,
living long cnough to fee the canon gencrally re-
caved and fewled. They were quoted by a long
fucceflion of writers, from the apoftolical times to
the prefents “They were at a very carly period col-
leted into a diftinét volume, were foon diftinguifhed
by particular titles, tranflated into diflerent languagces,
cxplained by numerous commentaries, cxpounded in
publick aflemblics, appealed 1o by contending feds,
and rcferred to by the greatclt encinies of the Chrif-
uan caufe.  And when, in addinion to this evidence,
we take mto the account the difperfion of the Chrif-
tians into fo many diftant countrics, and the nuncerous
copics and tranflations that muft have been in their
pofleflion, we cannot but admit the extreme impro-
bability of the fuccefs of any attempr, which tended
to fubftitute falfe books inftead of wrue, or to vitiate
the true ones to any confiderable desree,

Such arc the grounds on which we are called upon
to acquicfee n the canon of the Old and New Tefta-
ments, and to receive them as containing, without
any material alteration, the authentick writings of
the fucred authors to whom they are attributed.

CITAT,
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CHADP. V.,

Additional leasons for belicving in the Divine
Origin of Christianity.

N addition to the arguments alrcady brought for.
ward, I have only to advert to the confirmation
that Chriflianity has often reccived from the events
thiat have taken place fince it was firft promulgated.
When we confider the rapid and extenfive propa-
mation of doétrines, which, fo far from according
with the common fentiments of mankind, were n
direét contradiftion to them; when we refledt, that
a few plain men, of the lowedt origin and education,
went forth, armed only with the weapons of faith
and tructh, to cncounter the power of princes, the
bigotry of pricils, the wildom ol philofophers, and
the prejudices of the populace; when we recolledt
that thefe things took place, not in a dark apge or un-
civilized country, but in times and places eclebrated
for the refinements of clegance and learning; when,
I fay, we take all thefe circum{tances together, it is
furprifing that cven truth idelf, under fo many difad-
vantages, fhould have had {o complete and illuftrious
a triumph; aund can be ravonally accounted for by
no other means, but that of the extraordinary mter-
pofition of Almighty Gob in its favourand fupport.
Aunother
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Another argument which may be ureed on behalt
of the Chriftian rcligion, is drawn from the confider-
ation of the benclicial confequences that have alveady
attended 1. Were we to compare the prefent {late
ot mankind with that of thofe who lived under the
light of nature only, we fhould immediately perceive
the fuperiority of the former, both civil and religi-
ous;—we f{hould be convinced, that the great and
vifible change whichi has taken place in the world,
has been owing to the obfervance of 2 religious
fyltem, which has preferibed fuch duties and regu-
lations to mankind, as are beft adapted to their wants,
and fuited to their convenience;—we fhould {oon
be led to acknowledge, that it has paved the way for
the eftablifhment of the greateft wemporal bleflings;
that it has left manifeft traces of its gemal nfluence
ou every condition of life, both publick and private;
that it has entered into the conftitutions of civil go-
vernments, and laid the foundation of thofe laws
which conduce to the general order, fecurity, and
peace; that it has defcended into the retirement of
privatc life, and has heightened thofe domeftick |
comforts and endearments which form fo large 4
portion of human happinefs. Thele affertions might
cafily be eftablifhed by particular proofs, could our
prefent difcuflion be extended with convenience to fo
great 2 length, I will be fuflicient, however, to re.
fer thofe who doubt the fuperior cflicacy of Chrifti-
anity in bringing about fuch important improvements,
to the times when natural religion was the only fource
of information; they will then fee, that it com.

pletcly
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vletely failed, not only i fatisfying mankind as to
future profpedts, but was woclully deficient 1 con-
tributing to their prefent and temporal happinefs.
On thig head, indeed, hulde occafion has the advo-
cate {or Chriftianity to go back to the formerages of
the world.  They that will not allow it the credi
of having meliorated and improved the condition of

man, have had an opportunity of witnefling the ¢f-
felts that have refulted from its open rejeétion.
They have feen men abfolved from every religious
obhigaton, and lefe to thetr own natural propenfitics,
to gutde their condudt towards cach other; and the
conf{cquence hag been fuch as might have cafily been
prediéted; the venerable fubricl of focial order has
heen fhaken o ies bafe, and but for the timely nter-
ference of Divine Providence, muft have been profs
rated in the dufl,

The faft argument T fhall adduce in fupport of the
credibility of revealad religion, arifes from the con-
curring teftimonies of the many wife and cminent
men who lave openly profeffed their convi@tion of
its truth, . Now, although our religion wants not the
authority of names, however great and illuftrious, to
defend 1 againft its adverfaries, it may not be wholly
ufelels to bring forward fuch weighty and efficacious
cvidence on its behalf, A it of this kind might
cafily be made out, which would crbrace almoft all
the diftinguithed chara&ers that have contributed to
improve or adorn the world,  Let us only refertoa
cw of our countrymen; let us appeal to the ce-
chrated names of Bacon, Newton, Milton, Boyle,

Locke,
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Locke, and Addifon.  "Thele men, perbaps, 10 will
not be denied, were cadoved with as much fapacity
and penetration, and were as capable of diferiminating
between truth and falthood as the molt enlightencd
philofophers of the prefent day; and yet thefe men
were CHrIsTIANS.  Afteralono and ferious invefli-
“gation of its cvidences, they avowed ther implicic
belief in the wuth of Chrittianiy; regulated therr
lives by its dotrines and precepts, and ¢ departed m
fure and certain hope of the refurrefuon to crernal
life through [cfus Chrift.”  Let him, thercefore, who
feels himfelf inclined to doubt on this important fub-
je&t, call to remembrance the fentiments of thofe
Hlaftrious men, and then purt this queftion to lhimfelf—
Which 1s cnutled to the greateft refpeét, their
opinion or mine? Who is the moft likely to afcertain
the truth, they or 17 Nothing, furely, but the
aroflcft felf-delufion, can diftate any other anfwer
than the true one.

Such is the foundation on which the holy fcrip-
wures refl for fupporte I the arguments that have
been alledged have any waght, the inference is
fimple and apparent. e that fhall feel a convi@ion
of their truth, muft fee the mmediae neceflity of a
diligent application to that fludy, whicl it is both
his duty and intercft, beyond all things, 1o purfuc.
[n the Scriprures Lie will find cvery thing he is con-
cerned to know, difplayed i the moft ftyiking and
lively colours s he will tere find the mot infallible
dircétions to pont out his duty, and the moft ani.
matng encouragements to the performance of it

he
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he will there meet with that knowledge which will
render him wife, ¢ cven unto falvation;” he will
there be inftruéted in thofe purfuits, which will effen-
tially contribute to his happinels in time, and which
canuot fail to complete it in ciernity.
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