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PRE F A C E, 

I plHhed, and becaufe the Citizens of the 
I United States ha ve fince that tiIne been fur
l nithed from Great Britain and other coun-

tries,' with numerous traas upon that fuh-
, 

jell, more calculated to cOlnplete the eifea: 

intended by the author, than his early pub
lications. 

BENJAl\1IN RUSH. 

Philadelphia, Jan. 9) 1798. 
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erra!!ø, 
LITERARY, MOR~, AND PHlLOSOPHIC4L. 

\ 

la- ~I.AN :rOJl J:S!ABLISHIliG PUE~IC SCHOOL! IW 
PENNSYLVANIA, AND FOR. CONDtJCTING EDUCJ\~ 

TION AGREEABLY TO A REPUBLICAN FORM OF GO· 

·"ERNMENT. A.DDRESSED TO THE LEGISLATUR.E 

&ND CITIZEHS Oi' P~NNSYLVANIA,. IN TIi:~ 

YEAll 1786. .. 

us • 

B· EFORE I proceed to the fu'bjeCl of this e~
fay, I {hall point out, in a few worc!s, t~e 

influence and advantages of Jearning upon mankind. 

I. It is friendly to religion, inafmuch as it affil1:s i~ 
removing prejudice, fuperftition and enthufiafm, in 

prolllotini: juft notions of tJ.le Deity, ar\d ill enlargill' , . . , 

~ur knowledge of åia works. 

I~. It is favou~able to liberty. Freedom can exift 

only in the fociety of kno,,,ledge. Without learning, 

men are incapabl e of know-ing their rlghts, and whece 

Jearnillg is confined to a few people, Iiberty can be 
l1eitller eq\tal nor univerfal. 

I B 
"" 
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nI. It promotes jufi: ideas of laws and. govern~ 

melIt. "When the clouds of ignorance are dif • 

~. pcllcd (fays the .Marquis of Beccaria) by the radiallce 

of knowledge, power tre mb.le s, but the auc;horityof 
]aws remaips immoveable." 

IV. It is frjendly to manners. Le~rning in all 

countries, promotes civilizatiQn, and the pleafures of 

fociety and converfatioJl. 

v. It promotes agneulture, the great balis of na .. 

tional wealth and happinefs. Agriculture is as much 

'it. fcience as hydrall1ics, or· optics, and' has been equally 

indebted to the expertments and refcarehes of learned 

men. Tlle highly cultivated frate, and the immenfe 

profits of tlie farms in England, are deri ved wllolly 

frum lh~ patronage whicp agr~culture b~~ rcccived 

~n t.\at country, frOll..1 le.arned men alld learlled focieties. 

VI. Manufactures of all kin(ls owe thcir perfcB:ion 

ClllCfly to learlliIlg-hellce the natiollS of Europe 

~d"~llCC irl l1h111ufatlurcs, kl10wlcdge, and com

merce, only in proportion as t4ey c~ltivate the arts 

InJ fcicIlces. 

For the l>urpofe of di~uling knowledge through 

evc:ry part of the frate, I beg lcave to propofe th~ 
. 

'. ~'ollowing limplc plan. 

l. Let there be Olle univerfity in the ftate, and let 

tliis l)e c{l~blifhcd in t}le capita]. Let la,v, pllyfic, 

divil\ity J tl1C la\\' of nature and l1atiollS, ceconc)my, &c. 

1.,<= t~lUg]lt in it by public leCl:urei ill the winter feafpn, 
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after the manna of the European univcrlities, and let the • 

profeifors receive fuch falaries from the flate as ~ 
enahle them to dellvCr their-1ectures at a moderate price. 

Il. Let tbere be four coIJeges. One lo Philadelphia; 

one at CarliOe; a third, for the benefit of our German 

fellow dtizens, at Lancafter; and a fourth; Come 

years hmce at Pittfbmg. In thefe coUeges, let yoong 
men be inflruaed in mathematics and in the high~ 

branches of fdeUce, in the lame mamier thcat the y- are 

now taught ill om Amcricall- rolleges. After they 
have recei\·ed a- teftimonial from one of thefe col1~gesJ 

let tbem, if th.!y can afford it, compIcte tLeir .ftu~ies 
by fpending' a fcafon or ~ in attending tIi~ ICttUJes 

in the univer1ity. i prefer fo~ colleges in the {late 

to ene or two, for there is a certain fize of colleges as 

there is of towns and armies, t113t is moO: favour~ble 

to morals and good govenlment. Oxford ~nJ Cam
Lridge in England are th~ ft:ats of tlitlip3tion, while 

the more numerous, and lefs croUtled ullivcrfities and 

colleges in Scotland, are remarkable for the order, 

diligence, and decent bchaviour of their ftudcuts. 

Ill:» Let the re be free fchools eflabliflled in e,'"cry 
to""tlfllip, or ill diflritls confifting of Olle hUI1(ircd 

fanlilics. . III thcfe (chools let children be taugllt to 

read alld \vrite tlle Engliili and Germall Janguage&, 

and the ufc of figures. Such of theOl as have parentl 

that catl afford to fend tllem from hOlne, allJ are 

difpofed to extell(l their educations, 11~ay remove thcir 

children from the fl"ee fcbool to one of the colle,,". ' 



.. 
~4 A PLAN POll ISTAJlLlslllNtS PUBLIC 

By this plan the whole ftate wiJl be tied together 

by one fyftcm of education. The univerGty will in 
time fumifh mafters for the colleges, and tIl' 
colleges will fU11)ifh mafters for the &te fchools, 
while the free fchools, in their turna, will fupply tha 
colleges and the univer6ty with (cho)ar., ftudents and 

pupill. The fame f yftems of grammar, o~tory al1d 
ph ilofoph y , will be taught in every part of the {late, 

and the literary f~atures ofPennfylvania will thus defig. 
J)ate one great, and equally enliglltened fauwy. 

But, how {hall we bear the expenCe of thefe 

literatj inftitutions ? I anC wer-Thefe inftitutions' 

will ItJfon OUi taxes. They will enlighten us in the' 

great -hufinefs of finance-they will teach us to en· 

ereafe the ability of the flate to {upport governme:nt, 
I 

by encreafing the profits of agricultlIre, and by pro-
moting Dlanufat}ures. They will teach us all the 
.moderll improvelnents ~lnd adv~ntlges of irlland navi~ 

gation. They \vill ,lefend us from hafty and 

expenfive exp~riment in t~overnment, by unfolding to 

us the experience and foJly of paft ages, an.d thus, 

inftead of adding to our taxes and debts, tht~y will 

furnifh us ",ith the trUt~ fecret of leffening and 

difcharging botll of them. 

But, filall the eftates of orphtans, batt-:helors and 

perfons who have no c}lildrt~n, b,e ta.led to pay for 

th~ fupport of fchools from whic:h they C3n deri-fe 

110 benefit ? I anfwer in the affirn.\ative, to the fir'ft 
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part of the objeliion, and I dent the ttuth of the 
Jatter part of it. Every member of the community 
is interefted in the propagation of .irtue and 
knowledge in the ftate. Dut I wW go further, 

and add, it will be true ~conomy' in individual. 

to fupport public {chools. The batchelor will in 

time fave his tax for this p~rpofe, by being able to 

ileep with fewer holts and locks to his doors-tlle 
efiates of orphans \Vill in time be benefited, by beiDg 

_ protcCled from the ravages of unprincipled and idle 
hoys, and the children of wealth1 parents will be' 
lefs tempted, by bad company, to extravagance. 

Fewer pillories a11d whipping poRs, and fmaller goals, 

with their ufual expenfes and taxes, wiJl be ne .. 

ceifary when our youth are properly educated, thaD 

at pr~fent; I believe it could be provcd, that the 
expenes of confining, trying and executing criminals, 

amount every year, in moft of the counties, to more 

money than wculd be fufficient to maintain all the 

fchoo]s tllat would be neceifary in eacll county. 

The confeffions of thefe criminals generally fhow us, 

that their vices and punithments are tlle fatal confe

quences of the want of a proper education· in earJy 

life. 

I {ubmit thc:fe detacl1ed hints to the confideration 
of the legiflatu're and of the citizens of Penfylvania. 

The plan for the free fchools is taken chiefly from 

the plans whifch have lonl been ufed with {uccer, in 
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Scotland, and in the eaftern flates· of Amerlca, 
where the inflllence of learniIJg, in promoting religion, 

morals, manners, and good gover11ment, has never .. 
been exceeded in anr country. 

ne manner in which' thefe fchools {hould be fup

parted" arid governed-the modes of determining the 

charaCl:ers and qualifications of fchoolmafters, and the 

arrangement of families in each diftriB:, fo tliat chiIdren 
• 

of the fame religious fea: and nation, may be edua-

as much as poffible together, will form a proper part 
j 

C')f a law for the eftablifhment of fchools, and there4 

(ore dacs not coine within the limits of thia plan.-

'i 

O, THE MODE OF EDUCATION PRorER 
• 

IN A REFUBLIC. 

T HE bufinefs of education has acquired a 

new complexion by tlle independence of 

our COulltr}r. The form of government we have 

affumed, has created a new c1afs of duties to every 

American. It becomes us, therefore, to examine our 

former habits Upoll this fubjeCl, and in laying the 

• There are: 600 of there fchools in the {mali ftate of Conn~lclJt, 

which at~this time have: in thcln 2, 5, eoo {cholars. 
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foundations for nurCcries of wire and g~ ~cn, to 

adapt our modes of tcaching to the pecuJiar form of 
Gur government. 

The 6rft remark that I .~aD make upon this C';bjea 
is, that an eduation in our OWD, is to be prefelled to 

~ education in a foreign country. The principle° of 
patriotifm ftands in need of the rcinforcement of 

prej udice. and it is weU known that our ftroD~ft 

prejudiccs in favour of Gur country are fonncd Ul the 

Wft one and twenty years of our lives. TIte policy of 
the Lacedemonians is wcll wonhyof our imitation. 

When Antipater demanded fifty of their chil~ren as 

hoftages for the fulfiUment of a diftant e!)gagementJ 

thofe wire republicans refufed to comply with his de

mandJ but readily oifered him double the numbcr of 

their adult citizens, whofe ~abits and prejudices could 

not be {haken by re li ding in a foreign country. PafiiD, 
• by, in this place, the advantagcs to the communitp' 

from dle earJy attachme:nt of youth to the laws anel 

conftitution of their country, I {hall 0111y remark, that 
... 

young men \vho hav·e trodden the paths of fciencc 

together , or have joined in the fame fports, whether of . '. . 

{wimming, (cating, fifhing, or hunting, generalJ)' fed, 

thro' life, {ucb ties to ead. other, 38 add gready to the 

obiigatiol1S of mutual bencvolcnce. 

. I cOllceive the tducatilJn of our youth in tllis COUl.try 

to be peculiarly necdfary in Pennfylvania, whilc ~ur 

citizens are compofed of dlc Jlativcs of ff!, many diffe

~ent kil1g(loms irl Ellrope. Our fello'lIs of lcarnin6;, 

" 



by produclng one. ~neral, and uniform (yRem of 

~CationJ ~ill render the mal;; of the people more 
hom~eousJ and thereby fit tl1em more ea61f for 
uniform aJld peaceable government. 

I proceed in the ~ext place, to enquire, what mode 

of edocation wc fhaJl adopt Co as to fecure to tlle ftato 

-all the advaatages that are-to be derived from the t>roper 

infb;utbon of youth; and here J beg Jeave tp remark, 

that the onJy foundation for a _ufeful educarlon in a 
. . 

Rpublic is to be laid Ul Religion. Without tru. 
. . 

.Pere can be no virtue, and without virtue there caD be 
l - . 

Ito liberty, and libertr is the obje8: and lire of all 
. . 

republican governments. 

Such is my yeneratio~ forcvery religion that reveal, 
the attributes of the Deity J or a future ftate of rewarda 
. . 

. and punifhments, that I had rather fee the opinions of 
Confucius or Mahomed inculcated upon our youth, 
than fee them grow up wholly devoi~ of a fyftem of 

religious principles. But the religion I mean to 

rccommend iD this p)ace, is that of the New Tefta. 

Illent. 

It· is foreign to my purpofe to hint at the arguments 

whith eftablifh the truth of the Chriftian revelation. 

My onlr buGne(s is to dcclare, that all its doårines an.d 

precepts are calculated to promote the happinefs of 

rocicty, and the fafety and weU beUlg of civil govern

ment. A Chriftian cannot fail ol being arepublican. 

Tpe biftoJ} of the creatioD of ma~J and of the relatio~ 
.. .' ' . " 
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of our fpecies. to each other by birth, which is recorded 
in the Old T.eftameat, is the beft refutåtion that can 

be given to th,,: dlvine right of kings, and the ftronge~ 

argument tbat can be ufed in fa vor of the original and 
nat'ural equality of all 1n2i1kincl. A Chriftian, I fay 

again, cannot fail of being a republican, for ever, 

precept of the Gofpel inculcates t~ofe ~egrees of hu-' 
. mility, felf .. denia], and brotherly kindnefs,. which 3t·C 

dire8:ly.opp()fe,i to .Pte pride of mon'archy' and the 

pageantry of a court. A Chriftian cannot fail of being 
ufeful to the re!lublic, for his religioTl teacheth him, 

that no I.nan "liveth to himfelf."d And laftly, a 

Chriftian cannot fait, of being wholly inoffenfive, for 
Jlis religion teacheth him, in a]1 things to do to otherl' 

what he would wiiliJ ill like circumftances, they fhou1d ~ 

do to hirn. 

I am aware that I difTent from" one of thofe para.dox-. 
ieal opinions with which modern times abound; and 

that it is impro,per to fiJI the minds of youth witlt 

religious prej udices of any kind, and that they fhould" 

be left to choofe their own" principles, after they 

have arrived at all age in' which tlley are capable of 

judging for themfelvcs~ Could ~e preferve the mind: 

in childhood arId ~youth a per.feel: . blank, tllis plan of 

education would have more to recommend it; but this' 

we kllOW to be impc)ffibJe. ~ The 11uman mind runs a,: 

naturally into prin(~iples as it does after faas. It·· 

fubmits with difficulty to thofe refiraints or partiat~ 

c· 
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difcoveries whidl are impofed upon it in the infancy of 
reafon. Hence the impatience of children to be in

formed upon all fubjel\:s that r~late to the invifible 

world. But I beg leave to afk, why ihould we purfue 
I 

a ddFerent plan of education with re:fpeCl to religion, 

from that which we purfue in teaching the arts and 

fciences? Do we ]eave our youth to acquire fyftems 

of geography, philofophy, or politics, till dley have: 

arrived at an age in which theyare capable .of judging 
for themfelves? W e do not. I claim no more then 

for religion, than for the othcr fciences, and I :idd fur

ther, that jf our youth are difpofed after they are of 

age to think for themfelves, a knowledge of one fyRem, 

will be the heft mrans of condull:ing them in 3 free 

enquiry into other fyftems of religion, juR as an 

acq~intance with one fyA:em of philofophy is the beft 

introducHon to the ftudy of all the other fyftems in the: 
. ~ 

world. 

Next to the. duty which young men owe to their 

Creator, I wifu to fee a regard to their COul1try, incul

cated upon them. When the Duke of Sully became 

prime minifter to Henry. t}le IVth of France, the firft 

thing he did, he tells ps, "W ai to fubdue and forget 

cc his own heart." The (ame duty is illculnbent upon 

every citizen of arepublic. Our country includes 

family, friends aIld property, and filould be preferred 

to them all. Let our pupil be taugllt that he does 

not .helong to himfelf, but that he is public property. 

14et h :n1 be tauiht to love llis family, but let hiln be 
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taught,at the fame tim'!, that he muft forfake, and even 

forget them, when the welfare of his country requires 

it. He muft wåtch for the ftaæ, as if its liberties 

depended UPOll his vigilance alone, but he muft do this 

ill fuch a marIner as not to defraud his creditors, or 

negleB: his family • He mu~ love private life, hat he 

muft decline no ftation, however public or refpon6ble 

it may be, when called to it by the fuiFrages of his 
fellow citizeIls. He mur, love popuJarity, hat he mull: 

defpife it when fet in con,lpetition with the diaates of 
Jlis judgement, or the real intereft of his country. He 
muft ,love charaCler, and have a due fenre of injuries, 

but he muR: be taught to appeal only to the laws of 

the frate, to defenrl the one,-and punilh the 'other. ~c 

-muft love family hOllour, but he muft be taught that 

neither the rank nor antiquity of his anceftors, can 

command refpeCl, without perfonal merit. He muft 

avoid neutrality in all queliions that divide the {late, 
/ 

b\lt he muft {hun the rage, and acrimony of party {pir-

it. He mun: be taught tO love his fellow creatures in 

every part of the world, but he muR cherifh with a ' 

more intenfe and peculiar afft!Clion, the citizens of 

Pennfylvania arid of the United States. l åJ not wifh 

to fee our youth educated with a fingle prejudice againft 

any l1ation or country; bttt we impofe a talk. UPOII 

l1Umatl Ilature, repugrlant alike to reafon, revelation 

atld tIle ordillary dimellfions of the lluman Ilcart, w}len 

wc require llim to embrace, with equal affeClion, tlle 

\l,llole family of 11~allkil~(.t. I-le nluft bt! tatlght to 31nafa 

, 
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we al th, but it muR: be only to enereafe his power of 
contributing to the wants and demands of the flate. 

He mull be indu1ged occafiona))y in amufcments, but 

he mull be taught tllat ftudy and bufin~fs fhould be 
his principal purfuits in lire. Above all he· muR: love 

life, and endeavoul' to acquire as ~any of its convenien

ces as poffible by induftry and economy, but he muR: 

he taught that this life "is not his OWD," when the 

fafety of- his country requires it. Thefe are praClica-

.bIe le1Tons, and the hiftory of the common\\'ealths of 

Greece and Rome {bow, that human nature, without 

the aids of Chriftiallity, has attained thefe. degrees of 
perfeClion. 

White we inculcate thefe republican duties upon our 

pupil, wc mufl: not neglea, at the fame time, to infpirc 

]lim \\,ith rcpublican principles. He m\lfl: be taught 

thOlt there can be no durable liberty but in arepublic, 

~nd tllat government, like all other feienees, is of a 

progreffive n~ture. Tllc c!lains which llave bound this . 
feienee ill EUr('pe are 11appily Ullloofed in Ameriea. 

I-Iere it is cpen to invcftigation aIld improvemellt. 

\\rl1ilc philo(ophy has proteCl:ed \15 by its difcoveries 

from a tlloufa!'ld 11Jtural evils, goverilment has unllap .. 

pily fo~lowed \\;itl! an 11nequal pace. It would be to 

(~ifil0110ur hUlnan gellius,only to name the many dcfeCl:s 

,vIlleIl frill Cxil1 in tIle beft fyftems of legiflation. We 

daily fee nlatter of a !Jcrifhable nature rendered 

durable by certain chcnlical ()perations. III like man

ner, I cOllceive, that it is poffib!c to combirlc power ~n 



lum a way as Dot onIJ to encreaCe the happincfs, 
but to promote th~ duration of æpubJican forms of 

government far beyond the teima limited for them br 
hiftory, or the common opinions of mankind. 

, 
To aflift in tnld~g religious, mo.-a1 and political 

ioftruaion more dfelluaJ upon the minds of oar Jouth, 

it will be neceffary to fabjea their bodics to phy6ca1 dif
øpline. To obviate the inconvrniences of ~ 
ftudious and f~dentary mode of life, they ihouId )iye 

upon a temperate diet, confifting chidly of broths, 
milk and vegetables. The black broth of Sparta, and 

the barley broth of Scotland, have becn alike cdebratcd 

for their beneficial e1fcB:s upon the mieds of youog 
people. They fheuld avoid tafting Spirituous Øtuon. 
They lhould alfo be accull:omed occafionaUy to watt 
with theit llands, in the int~1 vals of Study, 3l1d in the 
bufy feafons of the year in the country. Moderate 

l1ecp, fiJence) o~c3fional fo~tle and cleanlinetS, ihould 

be inculcatcd upon them, and the utmoft advantage 

:lhould be taken of a proper direaion. of thore great 

principles in }luman condutl,-fen6biJity, habit, 

imitations and aifociation. 

'Ille influence of thefe phyfical caufes will be power

ful upon the jntelleCls, as weU as upon dle principles 

and rnora]s of yo~ng people. 

To tIlofe who Jlave ftudied human nature, it will 
not appear paradoxical to recommend, in tllis e1fay, a 

particular attention to vocal mufic. Its mcchanica' 
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eiFel\:s in civilizing the mind, and thereby preparing it 
for the influence of religion and govemm .!Dt, have becna 
Co of ten felt and recorded, that it will be unnectlfary 

to mentioD falls in favour or its ufefll~nefsJ in order to 
. el. 

cxclte a proper atte11tlon to It. 

I cannot Ilelp bearing a teftirr,ony, in this place, 

againft the euRom, which prevai~s in (onle parti of 

Amcrica, (but which is daily -ialling into .jifufe in 

Europe) ol crouding hoys togetJler under one roof for 

tJle purpofe of edtication. The praClice is the glOqnlY 

remains of monkifh ignorance, and is as .f3,'orable to 
~ 

tJ:te improvements of tlle m~~nd -in ufeftil learning, .. as 

monafteries are to the fpirit of religion. I grant tllis 

mode of fecluding boys fror.l the ilJtercourfe of private 

families, h3S a tendency to lnake them fcholars, but our 

bufinefs is to make them 7nen, citizens And chriftians. 

The vices of young people are generally IeaTned from 

eacll other. The yict;s of adults feldom illfeCl: 

theOl. By feparatillg th!m from each other, tIlerefore, 

in thcir hours of relaxa~.iol1 from ftudy, we fi!cure tileir 
. , 

tnorals from a principaJ fource of corruption, white we 

ilnllrove their Dlanne'''s, by fubjeCl:ing tl1ern to thofe 

reftraints which the dilference of age al1d fex) naturally 

produee ill pri\rate fClmiJifS. 

FrOln the obfervati ,)115 thlt have been made it is plain, 

tl13t I c()nfider it is '~)offiblc to convert nlen into repub

lican ~11acl1illCSII Tl1is Jnuft !le done, ifwe expeEt thenl 

tp pcrform thci:r p'lrt:; llroperly, in the great machinc 



PROPEll IlC a llEPtJBLIC. 

of the government of the ~te. That republic is fophiC .. 
ticated with monarchy or ariftrocracy that does not 

revolve upon the wills of the people, an-d thefe mufi: be 
6tt~d to each other by means of education before they 
can be made to produee reg u larit y and unifon in go

vernment. 

Having pointed out thore general principles, which 
fhould be iJ1Culcated alike in all the fchools of the flate, 

I proceed now to make a·fe\v remarks 'lpon the method . ~ 

of conduCliqg, "'hat is commonly called, a liberal or 

Ieamed education in arepublic. 

l fhall begiri this part of my fubjeCt, hy bearing a 

teftimony againft the com mon praClice of attempting 

to teacD hoys the learned languages, and the arts and 

fciences toa early in life. The firft tWf,lve years of 
life aTe barely fufficicnt to inftruCl: a boy in readii\g, 

wriiting and arithmetic. With "fe, he may be taught 

thofe modern languages which are necefi'ary for him 

to fpeak. The ilate of the memory, in early life, is 

favorable: to the acquifition' of languages, efpecrcllly 

whcn thc!y are conveyed to the mind, through the ear. 

It is, moreover, in early life only, that the organs of 

fpeech yield m fuch a manner as to favour the juR: 

. pronouDtciation of foreign languages. 

Too much pains cannot be taken to te~ch our 
youth tO read and write our American Ianguage with 
propriefty and elegance. The ftudy of tlle Greek 

language conftituted a material part of the litcr~tl)le 
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of the Athenians, hence the fublimitYJ purity and 

immortality of ro many of their writings. The ad· 
yantages of aperfell: knowledge of our language to' 

toung men intended for t.he profeffions of law, phyfic, 
or divinity are too obvious to be mentioned", but in 

a ftate which boafts of the firft commercial city in' 

Ameriea, I wifh to fee it cultivated by young men, 

who are intended for the compting houfe, for many 
(uch, I hope, will be educated in our colleges. The 

time is pafi: when an academical education was thougllt 

to be unnec~ffary to qualify a young man for merchan

dize. I.conceive no profeffion is capahle of receiv

ing more embellifhments from it. "fhe French and 

German languages fhould likewife be carefully taught 

in all our ColJeges. They abound with ufeful hooks 

upon all fubjeCls. 80 important and necefiåry are 

thore languages, that a degree {hould never be con .. 

fe rre d upon a young lnan who cannot f!)eak or 

tranflate them. 

ConneCted with the ftudy of languages is the 
I 

Rudy of Eloquence. It is wcll kno,vn how great a 

p:.rt it c'onftituted of the Roman education. It is 

the firft accompliiliment ill a republic, and of ten fetl 

the whole machine of government in motion. Let 

our youth, tllcrefore, be inftruCted in tllis art. W"e 
do not extol it toa lligIlly when we attribute as much 

to the power of eIoqucnce as to the f word, in bring
ing about tl1e Amcrical1 revolution~ 
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With the urual arts and Cciencea that an: taugJat iD 

tiur American coJIeges, I wiØt to feI: a regular comfc: 

of leClufea giftll upoa Hiftory and auonoJogy
The . fcience of govalllDent, "he thcr it Jåated ter 

(onftit~ions or laws, can 0011 be a(~YaDCed by a care· 

ful {eletlioJll of faas, ~aud thefe are to ~ foaDd chieØ, 

in t&iftory. Above all, let oor youth be inftrulled 

in the hiftoty of the anci~t republics, and the pro
grefs of libcrty and tyranny in the different R:ares ol 
Europe.· I willi. likewifc to lee the numcrou9 Eaa. 
that relate to the origin and preCent flate of commerce7 

together with the· nature a~d principles of Money, 
reduced to ruch a fyftem, as to be intelligible and a

greeable to a young maDe If wc con6der the com"" 

merce of our metropol is onlr as the aTe11ue of the
wealth of the ftate, the ftudy of it merits a place in 
a young man's education ; but, I cor16de~ c;ommerc~· 

in a much higher light when I recommend· the ftudy 
()f it in repubJican fenlinaries. I . view it as the heft 

Cecurity againft the influcJlce of heredita~y monopolic~ 
of land, and, tlierefore, the CureR: proteClion againft: 

ariftocracy • I con lider. its' dfeCls as ne.xt ta thofe' 

ef religion in hum~nizirlg mankind, and lan~y, I 
view it as the means of uniting the different nationS' 

of tl16 world tobether by the ties of mutllal ·wants 

al1d obligations.· 

Chemiftry by unroldi'ng to u·s the cfrcch of heat' 
and mixtu-re,. enlargcs our acqu:lintancc with the 

wonders of nature and the myftcriei' of art; J.enc~ 
J") 



11 0' ifal KODE OP aDUCjTION' 

it Ms become, iD moft of the univer6tics of Europc, 
a.DCCdIåry bnoch of a ptlem2D's education. , n a 

youog country, .here itnprovements in agrlculture an" 

maDufaaures are fo much ~be de6red, the cultiva

bon of this fcicn~J wmm explains th~ principJel 

or both of them, fhouId be confidered as an objetl 

of the utmoft importance. 

Again, let Jour youth be inftruCled in all the 

means of promoting national profperity. and inde

Pfudentt, whether they mate -to improvements in 

agriculture, manufaaures, or inland navig2tion. Let 

Lim be illR:rutted further in _the gener.iI . prlncip1es 

of Icgiilation, whether they relate to reve.Due; or.to 

the prefer tation of lire, liberty or propcrty. Let 

him be direacd frequent]y to attend the courts of 

juftice, .here he will ~ye the beft opportunities 

of 2cquairing habits of comparing, and arranging 

his idas by obferving the difcovery of .. truth, in 

the examioation of witnelfes, and \vhere he will hear 

the laws of the flate explaine4. with all the, advan-
- . -

tages of that fpeties of eloquence ,v)lich b~l~ngs to 

the bar. Of fo much illlportancc do I concei\~e it 

to be, to a young man, to attend occafionalJy to tIte 

dec i fioll S of our courts of la,,", that I ,,"ifh to (ee 

our collcges eftabliflled, only iil county tOW115~ 

But f\lrther, cOJ~fiderillg the. Dlture of our con

neflion \vith the UJlited States, it ",ill be neceff'ary 

tQ lnake our pupil :lcquaintctl witl1 ;411 tl1~ prcrogati\·e5 . 
• 
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-øf tlle natiollaI Kovernment. He nluft be inR:rutleå 
in the . Ilature and \tariety of treatitJJ., He mutt 

know die- difFerence in ~hepowers .aud' -duties of tl-.e" 

{everal fpeCics of ambalfadors.: ~. mufl: · be ttugJlt 

wherein the obligations· of indi"idiiais-, and . of ~atd' 
are' the rame, and wherein 'they differ.· In·~, he 
muft 3ccquire a gellcral' kIlOWledge of all thGCelawe. aDd . 

(orJns, whicla UD~.te the 'fo,~eignsof', the' earth,or 
fep2rat~ them' from each . other. 

. . ~ . r . " l • .' •• ~ 

, l beK pardon for havin'g' del~yed' f<:>' long' to TaJ 

any til~g of the feparate .and' p.e~uliar m~~ of 

~dllcati~n 'proper for" womenin a repubIic'~' J'a~ 
" , -: " :. " 

~en~~lc; .~.at .~ey muR concur in all our pl~ri, ~f 
! 1 • • ' ~ . • .. , . 

o~ educ3:tion fO,r you~ .. men, Or no .la~s will. eve,r 
r~n~er~e1p elkaual~; :~Q qualify .our" ~o~et1 f~r 
tl~is p1Jrp~fe, they {bould, not only ~' 'inftruC1:ed in ' 

the u'fuål'hran~hes of' female education, bu~theJ 
fhould be' 'taught ·the principlcs of liberty' and" go-

ver~runent; alld the obligat"ions of patriotifm ihould 

be inculcated \lpOn them. The opinions and conduCl: 

of men are of ten regulated by the women in the 

• moll: arduous enterprizes' of life; and their approbation 
is frequently the principal reward of the hero's 

dangers, and tlle patriot's toils. Befides, the firft 

impreffioJls upon the minds of children are gene

raly derived from the \VOnlen. Of how much con-

fequence, the re fore, is it in arepublic, that they 

fhould think juftJy upon the great fubjeeb of liberty 
alld government' 

• 

:, 
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- The ·compIaints that bave been made againft religion, 

liberty and learning, have becn, againft each of them 
in 's fepante ftate. Perhaps like certain liquors, 

ther 'fhouJ4 OBIy be ufcd iD a ,ftåte of Inix(ur~~ 

The,. JbutuaHy aØift in corret\iJlg dtc abufes, arid 
jn'improving the good efFeB:s of each othet.. From

~'11e combined and reciprocal inHuence of religion, 

liberty and learning upon the J!lorals, manners and 

knowledge of individual" of thefe, upon govc111-

m.~n~~_ arId· of .government, upon individuals, it ia 

iinpoffible to .. meafure the degr~es of happinefs and 

perf~aion to.~hich ~ankind may be iaifed. For 

ml pa>n; Ican" form no ideas of the golden age, Co 
much celebrated by the poets, more deligntfuI, than' 

. . 

the. cORt~mpl~t~on of that h~ppinefs which it is now 

in .. the power of the legifiature of Pennfyb-ania tQ 
. , . 

confer upon her citizens, by eftablifhing proper mode, 

f~d p1aces 9f ~QCation in 'every part Qf the flate, . . , 



OBSERVATIONS UPOJ( TliE STUDY OF TRE LATIN AND 

GREEK LANGUAGES, AS A BRANCII OF LIBERAL

EDUCATION, \V ITU HINTS OF A PLAN OF LIBERAL 

INSTRUCTION, 'VI~BOUT THEItt, ACCOMMODATED 

TO THE PRESENT STATE OF SOCIETY, MAN~ERS, 

AND GOVERNMENT IN THE UNITED STAl'EI. 

• • 

IT requires the recollet!tion of efcapes from l. 

lioll and a bear, to encounter the ftrong and 

univerfal prejudice, in favor of the Latill and Greek 
• 

lallg'1ages, as a neceffary branch of liberal education. 

If, in combating this formidable enemy of human_ 
reafon, I iliould be lefs. fuccesful than the Hebrew 

firipling was in contending ,vith the giallt of the 

Philiftines, I 119pe it will be afcribed wholly to the' 
want of fkill to direB: arguments, which, in other 

haJlds, would Jay this tyrant in the duft. 

I fuaII attempt to difeufs tllis q\lefiion, hy firft deliv

eril1g ·a few general propofitlons. I filall after\\'ards 

2pply thefe propoutions, al1d anf\\'er fuch arguments as 

are ufually urged in favor of the Latin and . Greek 

Jlnguages as neceffary parts of an academic education. 

I. The great defign of a liberal education is, to 

prepare youtll for ufefulnefs Ilere, and for happinefs 

~reafter. 

, 
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.... " ..... '. --. . 
Il. The proper tilpe for acquiriIlg the neceff3ry 

branches of kno\\Tledge for tllefe important purpofes, 

is in tlle firft eigIlteen y.ears of life. 

1.11. From four to five years are ufually fpent 

ill acquiring a competent knowledge of the LatiR 

and Greek ianguages. 

IV. Tlle kllowledge of things always preceeds the 

knowlGdge of words. C.bildren difcovcr the truth 

of this obfervati'.Jn cvcry d;ty. Tlley kll0W all the 

o~jt:as around them, long before they are .able to 

ca]l the6l1 by their proper llames, or even to arti~ 

culate founds ~f any kind. It is f~ppofed tllat 

children· acquire more ideas of things in the fin~ 

t1uee years of their lives,· than they 3~quire i. all:Y 
thirty years afte~'ards~ 

VII TIle acquifition of words leff~ns the ability 

ef the ~n·ind to acq uile j<leas. That: ullderfl:an~illg 

nlll{t have uncomlnon ll.rength, which docs not 

tOIltracl an obliqtle direCl:ion by being employed 

fanr or five years ill lcarlling the Latin or I Greek 

1anbuages. 

'TI. 'fIle difficulty of acquiring tIlofe dcad 

latlguages, anc\ ~hc little pleafure which ~ccomp~llies 

tll~ ktlowledge of tllelu ill earl}'· Ji*fc, .o~calio!l the 

l)ri~lcipal obft~clcs to tC:~Cl1illg, in mafiers, and 

It Jrn:llg, in fcilo!ars. 
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The famous "Bufby is faid to have died of c, bad 

I"atin ;" that is, the ungrammatical verfions of 11 is 
kholars broke his heart. How fe\v hoys relifh Latin 

and Greek leffons! The pleafure they fometimes 

difeover in learning tIlem, is derived ~ither from the 

tales they re.ad, or from a "competition, wllich a1,vak-
, 

ens a love of honour, and \vhich might be dif-

pIayed upon a hUl1dred more ufefuI fubjeCls; or, it 

may arife from a deLire cf gaining the good "riJI 
of their mafters or parent:;.. Whel~c thefe incentive!t 

are wanting, ho\v bitter does tlle ftudv of Iatlguag~"s 

renlier that innOCeJlt period of life, ,~rl1icll feenls cx.

clufively inten(led for hapl"1il~efs f "I wifll I had 

never been born," faid a boy of eleven years old, to 

his mother :" why, my fon f" faid his motiler. "13e
caure I anl born illto a "ror!{l of trouble." " -'Vhat 

" trouble," faid his motlier råniling, " have you 
, 

c, known, my fon ?"-" rl'rouole ell0u crh malllma ,. " b' " ) 

faid Ile, 'c twø I~atin ]efTolls to get j c~ery day." Thii 

boy was not deficient in genius tJor in application t<.) 

hooks. He often anlufc<l hin1fclf in reallillg natu';."al 

and ancicnt tlifl:ory, \\ras inquifitive after knowledge 

of every ki~dJ and was never hear(l tc~ aik a foolifll or 

impertinent quefiion. 

VII. lVlany fpriglltly boys of exceilent c&pacities for 

ufeful ktlowle<.lge, lla\rc been fo difguficd \vith t11e døa-d 

languages, :l.S to retreat from the drudgery of fchool., 

to low company, wJlere1)y tl)~y h;lve becoln~ l,:\d menl-
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bers of focie ty , and entailed mifery upon all who 

have been conneCled with them. 

VIII. The Latill and Greek languages are the firR 

t::fts of genius in {chools. Wh::re hoys ~ifcover a 

\vant of c41pacity for them, they are :g::nerally taken 

from {chool, or remJin there the butt!; of their conl" 

panions.Dr. Swift early difeovered a want of taft\! 

for the dead languages. It would be u.nju{l to men

tion this faa, without afcribing it tc- tIle voic~ of 

reaforl 3tld naturc fpeakirJg in this great mln. He 
had 110 relifu for·tIle llufks of literaturc., Truth and 

knowledge werc alone ~olnmenfurate to the dig!lity 

and extent of his miall. 

IX. The fiudy of il)lne (jf the J./ltill anti Greek 

claffics is unfavourahle to moraJ.s an~l religiO!Je 111" 

delicate alnOllrs, and {}lockillg ,~ices both of gods 

an(l men, fill mal1Y parts of tll~nl. Ilencc' an clrly 

anti dangerous acqllaillta~ce \~·ith vice; arId 11ence, 

freIll all afiociatio11 of ideas, a dinlinfue(l rcfpeCl: 

for tl1e 11nity 311d perfetliolls of the tru~ Go<l. 

tfllofe claffics wIlirh are free f~·orl1 tlli~ cerr[urc, 

COlltain little eife hut the hiftorics ()r lnurd,~r3, pcr

pctratc(l by kings, 3:10 r~Llt~J ill fU:~1 :1 .1~1J!1r.er 
• 1'" ".. :::, ta CXCltc p calurc an~l aUJn!ratioll. 

orhcrt:.-To the f,nne (auf,,: wc ~n:~7 ~:f~ribc ~~ 

c~rtr paGio:l fc~· a cnc~~.h.l\! ill tC!10:}I bc'r~S; :11h! t~,e 
, ti 

the freqll:.:rlt ~t:{tpti()1l of the prin~ipL::i a:1'1 vic',:s (\f 
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armies, by young. men who are deftined for other 

profeffiorls.-

x. rrhe ftudy of the Latin and Greek l3TAguages 

is improper in the prefent late of foeiety 30d 

govenlment in United States-. While Greek and 

Latin are the onl,. avenues to fcience, cducation 

Wlil always -be confined to a few pcople. It is 

only by renderlng knowledge univerfal, that a re· 

publican (.orm of government can be - preferved in 

our COUlltry. 

I {hall hereafrer mention other- rearons whv the 
~ 

ftudy of thefe languages is lmproper in a peculiat 

manner in the United States. 

XI.. The cuItivation of the Latin and Greek 1a1'1. 

guages is a great obftacle to the cultivation and 

perfeCl:ion of the Englilli lailgu2ge. 

XII.. It is like~rife one of the greate!l -obftruClionl 

that has eyer becn thrown in tIle way of propagating 

ufeful knowleåge. 

On each of thefe two laft propofition.s I !hall 

treat more fully in another place. 

I proceed now to confider t]le pYillcip1e argutJ1ent& 

that Ila\~e been urged. ill {avour of tlle Latin and 

Greek laliguages, as nece1Tary parts of a liberal 
education. 

E 

~-
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I. A kno.\'ledge of the L:ltin or Greek grammlr, it 

has been faid, is nccefiary for our becoming acquainted 

with Englifh gramn13r. 'fhere ,",·as a time \vhen the 

atlthority of a gr~at nameimpofed this opinion upon 

ftle, 2nd even led me publ~cly to adopt it, but I am 

n()w fatisfied that it is wllolly deftitute of truth. 

I liave mown mallY bachelor! and mafters of arts, 

who were itlCOrreCl: E,nglifll fcholars, atl,l many per

{ons e,f both fexes, ignorant.f tilC dead 1,lnguag~sJ 

who both wrote and fpoke Englilh, agreeably to the 

ftritteft rllles of Illodern gramm~r. Indee(l I c~nnot 

help afcribillg the late improvem~nts in the E.nglifh 

lajl~uage clliefly to the negleCl: of the Latin and l";reek 

langu3ges. The Greek is fuppofcd to be the Jnoft 
perfett langua,ge both in its conftruB:ion and harmo!'l}", 

th~t ha~ ever been fpoken by mortals. Now this 

lang'uage was not learned through tlie medium of an'y 

other. Hence it was acquired aJld fpc,ken with 

equal propriet y by all ranks of people, and 'not lefs hy 
an apple worr.lan, than by the celebrated orators of 

Greece. III that hi~'l~ly favoured Jilurfery of human 

genius, the av,~nues to knowledge \\'ere 1101: obftrucr. 

ed by t\vo or three dead, or even foreign lallguages ; 

llor ,vas tile prt'cious feaforl of YOlltl1, \\'}lell melllory 

is nlofi: faitllfuJ, alld cllriofity lnoft active, mis fpent 

ill lcartlillg \vor,is. Henee the fame of ancient 

Greece in drts allli feienees, and Ileilce tlle .fublimity 

of tl1e orationa of Delnoftllencs, alld of the poems 

of lIonlcr. . '-fllere \vas Ilothing ill tlle compofitioll 
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anCicnt Gr~d:s) '~'!licll ga~e them:l freoeminence over . 
the- r~~c of- n1ankinri. It årofe entirely from their 

bein3 too \,-ifc to ""Jil:~ the· important years of elIa .. 

cation in le~~"inb to call fl~bflances, by two OT th~ 

different nlm~s, in{lead of audyin~ iheir qualities and 
. . 

ufes. TllC coa!l:rlltl:oll of the Eilglilh, difFa-s mate .. 

rial1y fr0m th~t of the I~atin 3n::! Greek languages~; 

and the atternpt to acco111moåate it to the Greek 

aRd Ro~an gr,'lmm:trs has cl1ecked its improvement ia 

many i!11l-::11ces. Illope to p~ov~ h~rcaf,erJ that a 

knowledge of gram:nar, like' a 1~Lo'\1"!edge Ol Fro-
. . 

nunciation, {hou](l be l~arned only by t;l~ tår in#early . -

life. Ti"J.e praclice of tcaching boys Engliln ~r;lmm:trJ ' 

througll tlle me(lium of a ,iead language} is as abfurd, as' 

it would be:! for a parerlt to force 11is c!lild tochew peb., 

bles or maJ1l)gany, in order to prc?:lr:e it! gUms or 

t~ftl1 to 111~lfijcate brea(l and meat. 

'1. Wc are toltl t!lat the Roman a~l(l Greek autllors 

are tlle o~"ily 11~r~~a models of tafte antI eloquence, 

and that it is nece{[~ry to ftudy tht..m, in :lder t!) 
• ,. Il. l {i .. ~ • t J • acqulre t11~ir talle an( lJlrlt. ,:~tr4n;~ lal]gu~1~e ljltie~l_ l 

what , did nature exhaufi berfdf in Gree~e and R.)me ? 

Are the ancients the 0111y repofitoric:s of the gre«t 

principlel of tafi·~ and geniu:; ? I.rejetl: the fuppolition; 

and will venture to aficrt, in oppofition to it, that we 

lll.iU nc.cr equal the fublim\! ~nd original aUtAors Qf 

antiquity until we ceafe to ftudy them. 
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Nuure is ~1W2YS the fame.· Let us yield !O her infpl! 

ntio~aJoneJ and avaiJ our~!ves of aJlu60ns to the man, 

difc;oyeri~~ u·hich have lately heen made in her works. 

Sh;a~eipQ!'c owes his fa~e, as a fublime;; and originai 

pv~t, to his lldvillg ne,·er r~ad (as is gener~l)y heliev~d) 

a L~~iD or Gr~ek autl1or~ Hence he fpoke from naturcJ 

or :nt~er J 11:lture fpoke tIlfO' 11im. But it fllould be 
remcm~reJ tllclt ~rtJ .5 '\l~~ll as l .. ~ttlrr fecds the flall1c 

• .... , _ 4. .... _. ... _" • 

of ger~:as. n)F i:egJeC1illg the 311cient~J we roay bor~ 

ro\~~ i'll~~~r, .from th~ ll)any uftful an(l wcll kll0Wll 

arts wllich 11~ye h~en th~ jnveIltiollS of modcrn ages, 

and therehy furpafs th~ antients in the variety an<l 

~ffea of O\Jr compofitiollS. It i5 to this paflio~ for 

ancie~t writers that \\~e ,are ~o afcrihc tIle grtt~t want of 

originality, that mar\;s toa nlany of the poems of mod

ern time$. A judicious criti: has obfer}"ed, tl1at the 

dcfcriptions of Spring, \:\Thi~h. are pubJifllCd every year 

in England, apply chiefly to the climates of Grecce alld' 

tlle neighbuurhood of Rome. Tliis is the natural 

efFeå of a fen~ile attachment to tI1C al1cient poets. It 

in{e nfibly checks inVcl1tio!1 and leads to in!iration. 

Fl"he pleåfure \\rith which tIle poems of the fhocmaker, 

the milk-maid, and tlle Ayr~fl}ire ploughmall, have been 
. 

read by ail clJfft:s of pcople, proves that au ~cquaintancc 

with tlle Greek or Romall . poets, is 110t neceflary to 

infpire jufiidtas, or to produee harmony in poetry. 

Dr. Swift, as all authDT, owes IIOthillg to the anciellt~ •. 

lie has attainetl to \\,llat I)opc calls Ule "lnajcil:y" aIld 

\vl,at Lord Sllafte{b\\ry callti the " diviJlellt:fs" of om-
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plicity in writinl. All his compofitions, exemplify 

lus own perfe~ definition of ftyle. They con6ft of 
. . I 

" proper words in their proper places." I have heard 

of a learned gentlemen in Scotland, who, ",hen any of 

his frie.nds 'propofed to introduee a ftranger to him, an: .. 

ed oIlly, as a proof of his ~an:e for compofition, whether' 

he adniired" Dr. Y ount! 'Night Thoughts? Werf! 

I to receive å vifitor upon 6miJ&l~ t\!rm!l, my only 

queftion 1hould be, "doel he ~dmire the arIe of D·r. 
,e Swift l" 

Under this head I {hall ooly add, that the moll 

int.mate acquaintance with the ··RomaIJ alld Greek 

wrjters will not produee perfeClion of ayle in men who ~ 

are devoid of tafte and genius.. I-Ience \\"e fom~times 

find the moR celebrated teaehets of tlle Latin 3D<1 , 

Gre~k languages extremely deficient in Englifh compo

btion. I ackno~~ledge tllat MiltoD, Addifon, Hume, 

~.Ji(i(tJetoll and Bolingbr.oke, w}lofc ftyles have hecn 

fo DIlle}l ddmired, were all Latitl and Grerk fcllolars. 

But .in thefe authors, a native ftrl!nåith of genius, aJld 

tafte preferved their writil,gs from the 3.1TeCl:ation and 

o~fcurity wIllell are imparted to Engli1h compofitiollS, 

by an .adherence to the grammars and arrallgelnent of 

the Latill and Greek languages. 

3. It has been iaid that we cannot know the ufe or 

meaning of thofe J1UmerOUs Englifh words wh;ch are 

dt;r:ved from the Latin 2nd Gteek, without a know

l~tge of thof~ languaies. To this l may anfwer, th.t 
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what proves ,tO,? much, ,pro,·es notl1i~g at all. Tl1e 
'. . 

ar,; ument that' has bee~ 'me.ntiolled, proyes that a 
, ..~ I·, • 

kt10~~-~·;:'~bc of the CtJric, tfle Saxon, the G~rman, the · 
Fr\!IICh, the ItJlian and the Dutch, is Jleceifary to ena

ble us to underl1all(1 tile ,uft! of nlaflY Engli~ wf.irds; . 

for f!r the greateft .part of them are derived from thore 
- . . . 

)an~~u:~ges. But I objeCl: further to this, argument. _ 

t113t if.a k!1o\~1~J·6e: of the (\<:rivation of Englifh w~rds 
from tlle G.re~l~ al1u L3tin langllages, fhould be. follo\\'

ed h.." ~ ftr:e !'e~Y'Jr(l to t11eir original meanin~, it would 
~ ~ ~ 

]~~ld us into n-l~rif nli!!.Clkes. The (lerivation of the 

,~·ord ", ang~l" 'v:;c;uiJ lCJtJ us to contemplate ,l mefft!ll

ger,. i.nftead of a rcr:eCl: finite intel!igenc:e. The 

dcriv~tio11 of t~~e -V/()!4d 'c reb:Jli\.>!l" \~~ould' le~d lIS tn 

coi1templ~te a W:1rC'Jl1,menccd by a cO!Iquered people : 

in!tcad c: a rdiil:mc...: to the juft authority of govern

nlC:1t.,. 1'11>1Y O~ ~~,~:. !il1::m~es of fimiJar irJcongru~ty 

C1i~;'''~t ,_~:; r:.lcntl :':"11(':1 b::t 1l\veen the melnitl~ of certai n ... .., , c~ 

r.i\:li!~l \\~~): .. :~~, ailcl tlH~ir P .. oman and Grcek origillals. 

I '., l f 1 k 11 fl" ... (\). ~'. a le t le~\:~ ... or~ tllat a "'O.~\\P l~'''Je o t,l~ ("L~rlvat,011 

of V.r')L'~~S is not Ir~cc:tr~ry to teaelI us the~r Ilroper ufe 

an,t meanitlg. Cllfio~n/J whicl1 is tl1e law alill rttle of 

f1leccll, alld what iJ, in!1:e~d of what /hoIIld De 'common, 
t 

will .llways govern the ufe of words. Where cuftom 

is unkaown, modern Englilh diCl:ionaries will fuppJ)" 

its p!ace. • 

I-Ierc I bcg Jeave to repeat that the ftud" of the 

Grcl k anci IJatil1 latlgua~es by the Englilå Jlatio.n 

has beell one of the greatrft obftruC\ions, that (Ver· 
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)las beer! tllrown in the way of t~le propagation of 

ufeful kno\vIedge. By ren~ering our language uninteI

li:ible to the greateft pal: of the peop]e who hear 

or read it, it has made it an inlprop~r vehicle of 

inftrutlion. The oratleIlS of Demofthen~sJ we are 

told, were, like earthquakes in ancient Greece. They 

moved whole nations. The reafon of this is plain. 

He never ufed a fingle wo:d in any of them, but 

what was alike intel1i~ible to all clalf~s of l~is hear(rs. 

The efFetG of Il1dian elcquence upon the coun:!~s and 

\vars of the faTages in Ameriea, depends ·'v'\y!.ally 

upon its beirlg perfe8:1y u.lld:rr~ood ~~n:I f~Jt bye·' ery 

member of their commUllities. It h~s of ten leen 

remarked that in Englarld 110 p1ay V\"i;I fucceed 

without aCtion, while felltiment alOl!e i!lfures the 

Joudeft claps of applaufe, ill tile theatr-:3 of Fran~~. 

The reafoll of this is obvious. TJle Englifh lan.

guage requires aClion to tranllatf'; it, to . half the 

common audienee of a theatre, whcrcas tlle French 

languagc, Wllich is unifoTln anti fia~ionary, is un

derftood, and, of courfc, the fentiment which is 

conveyed by i~J is felt and enj()yed by all who hear 

it . 'fIle writings of Voltaire ar~ quotcd by the 

hairdrefft!rs arid milliners of Paris, becaufc tlley are 

writtcn in the fimple larlguage of the country, while 

nl1ny of the moR: celebrated Briti~11 autllors canl10t 

be underftoGd by rorr,mon readers, withol1t ~he help 

of a diClionary or interpret~r. Richtlrdfol\ and. 

Fieldillg are an exception to tllis re:nar!,. The y 
are alike illtelligible an(1 acceptable to the !c~rned and 



31 OBSEllVATIONS ON TH! STUDY ul 1'H~ 

unlearned, inafmuch as they have conveyed all their 
. -'" . 

ideae in plain, but dc"pt ~nglilh words. Tb~ pa-.. 
. pularity of the JIltthodift !>reachers may \H. afcribed 
in part to their fpeaking ~;1 a languf.'.ge tha'.: is intel

ligible to the common people. It is ti u-!: many of 

them are deficient in education, but t!lis deficiency 

appeaTs more in an ignorance of th~ codbuclion of 

the Ellglifh languagc, than in the p :,oper nfe of 

Englith words, and perhaps this may be afcribed 

chieft}· to their extempore :node of pre:lchillg. It is .. 
happy for fome of thofe churches where the Latir, and 

Greek languages are confidered as lleceiTary parts for 

education in their cle~gy, that part of tIte public worfhip 

of God is confined to rcadini the fr.:riptures, and to 

forms of prayer, both of which are ,vritten in Englifh, 

and are intelligible to every clafi C'f hearers. Such 

congregations are not left to tlle me··~c1 of their preacll" 

ers in every part of diville fervice" A pious woman 

in London who heard her minifte~' fpeak of the Deity, 

by tlle llame of the great Philant!tropift, alked when 

fhe came home, wJlat heatllen god PlliJanthropil1: was ? 
There are few fermons compofed by Latin al1d Greek 

fcholars in which tllere are not man y hUIldred words, 

tllat are equ.aIly u~intelligible to a majority of their 

hearers. Hence I carl~ot heJp 'cl1inkirlg that were John 

tlle Baptifl: to appear again irl our world, and to fend 

to fOllle of our doaors of divinity, or to many of our 

YOUl"lg preachers to ellquire after tlle figns of their 
di,pitle miflion" few of tllem could adopt the anfwer 
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_ ,?f(1~lf S3viour and fay that to the poor the gofprl VlaS 

h pn:aclled.:~ it will requirc a tetal .ignoranc~ of the 
Latin and Greek languages. or an uncommon mi~ture 

of good fenfe and piety in a preacher who is acquaint.. _ 

ed with them, to addrefs an audienee in fuch a manna· 

as to be perfetlly underftood by . the illite~te part of 

iliem~ ~ 

I wifh to prefs the confiderations that ha~e· beeJl 
mentiontd under this head, home to the feelingSol 

the friends of virtue ant' reiigion. It has been demon

ftrated, tllat the ftudy of the 311cient clames is hurtful 

to moraIs. It is equally plain that the corruption of 
our language by the conftant fJbRitution. of wOlds of 

- . 
Greek and Latin origin, to thofe which had become 

famili:tr and univerfal, from lorl,g"utåge, has greatly re-
. . -

tarded the progrefs Qf knowl\!dge of all k·ind~, ·but in 

a nl0re efpecial m.tnner, a great proportion of- that 
fpecies of it which is de1ivered· fro~ the pulpit. l 

appeal to tIte confciences of minifters of the gofpel of 
all denominations, whcther, inftead of expofing their 

their calldidatcs for the miniftry, to temptation from 
that kind of learning " which puffeth up, without 

cc edifying," it would not be better to direB: tIlem 

to employ the time '" hich is ufual1y mif-pent in 

acquiring it, in ftudyin~ the fcriptures, and in makin~ 

themfelves mafters of the Englifu language? li is im

poffible to tell what great improvements would be made 

by thefe means in moral happinefs in the United 
States. 

F 
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· 4. We are told that a knowledge of the Greek Jnd 

ltoman languages, is neeetlåry to enable u~ to undcr

ftand the ftequent allufions that 'are made by En;lifit 

~iters to tlle mythology of thore 3nc ient nations. 
. . 

To this I anfw!!r, that the lefs we.kno\v of thi:, f~bjc::-. 

the b~tter' jfor Wh3t is the hiflory of th:! a!1ci~nt h~)~"~1 

but an .agreeable defcription of frauus --rJp~',-· ·1 

lJ)ur4er&, Which, while Uley pleafe t!~e im~gina~ ion, 

(back t.he. moral (aculty ? It is high tim\! to cfafe from 

idoliz~!lg.~ ,idolatl)' of IGreece and ROltle. Truth 

a)~~e. is k~ledge, an,l ~pellding tilne ill fiut.!ying 

~.reek and Roman fi.~icI11·) is only labouring to be 

~~e ignorant. If there is. any n10ral COlltaineu in 

th~fe fi~ions, it is fo mu,.ch involved in obfcurit)" ac; 

tlO~ to be. intelligible ,to a~ young man at t113t time of 

l~e ~n w~ic4~~e ufllally be\":omes acquaillte(l with them .. 

Happy wiJl it be for the firefent and future generations~ 

if a~ ignorance of the ,Latin ~nd Greek langl1ages; 

fhould ba~i{b from moclern poetry, thofe difgraceful 

invocations of heathen gods, which indicate no kf:> a 

~v3nt of genius, than a ~,~yant of 7"c\"crence for ti]e trlle 

God. ' .,.1 {hall only add ill t!lis pla<:e, tllat tl1e beft 

wliters in the ErlgliØt language feldoITl borrc\v aliu

lions from ~h<! mythology of tile GretK or' R.t~i11al1 

nations. . RicIl~rdfon and Fieldir!g llave pafr~d tlleln by, 
211U h(ftce arifes another reafon ,,' Il Y tI1e wor ks of tIlofe 

authors are fc) univerCa.1Iy intelligible and acccpta.ble t() 

to all claffes lof rea(lers. 



5. It has beeR (aid, that the Latin Jangu.e Las 
beco~e a neceifary part of liQtral koowiedge, inas
mud~" as the European nation s hav'; by common con. 

fent made it t11e vehicJe of their difcQveties. This 

· argument had fome weigllt while icience collfifted on .. 

]y learning \\?hat ,vas )qtown ; b~t fince bie cnquirics 

of p!!ilofophers have hee11 direCl:ed to new objeCls of 

()bfervation and experiment, the Latill langu'age has 
!lot been able to keep pace \\pith the nU11l:ber and ra

pidity of their difcoverieSej Where {ball "toe find Latin 

words to convey juft ideas of the many terms 'which 

eleCl:ricity-chelniftry-na"igation-.3.nd many other 

fcience s have illtroduced into our mo(lern languages.? 
I '" .. ' 

It is from cxperience of the infuflicrency of the Låtin . 
language for tl1is purl)o1~, th2t ~noft of the, modern, n.a .. 

tiOll~ of Europe lla'v"c becIi obliged to adopt . tIleir own 

languages, as tIle \'ellicles' of tflcir difco,Tcr:es, in 
.. . 

fcience. If this argument h:ld been acknowledged to 
have \\reigllt in E1.1rOpeJ it fllOu.41J fronl lot al circum~ 

ftancesJ have no weigliL ill Ame'rica. I-Ierc 've have 
110 intercourfe with any part of Europe, except her'com

mercial feaports, and ill thefe, all bufinefs is tranf

aCl:ed in modcrn l;mguages. Amerka, with . refpeCl: 

to the nations of Europe, is like the new planet, 

with refpcCl: to thore, whofe revolutions h~ve I(mg 
becn defcribed irl the folar fyftcme She is placed at 

toa grcat a diftancc from moft of them, to be wi~hin 

tlle influence of a rt:ciprot",~:t exchal~ge of tIte rays of 

knowledge. Like Cl c':nain :mim:lJ~ defcribed by tho 
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• 
naturalifts, file muft impregnlte herfelf. B1Jt white 

ilte retains a °friendly intercourfe with Great Britain, • all theo valuable difcoveries which are publifhed in Latin, 

in any part of Europe, will be ttanfmitted to her 

through the medium .tlf Engli1h tranllations. 

6. It. has been faid t11at a knowledge of the Latin 

and Greek languages is neceffary to the Iearned pro

felIions of law"':-'phyfic-and divinity. To this I an. 

fwer, that th~ rnoft ufefuI hooks in each of tllefe pro

feffiolls are now tranflated, or I written in Engliili, in 

confequence of which, knowledge in law-phyfic

and._ divinity has been greatly mulriplied atld exteIlded. 
. . 

I fee ~lO ufe at prefent for a knowledge of the Latir: 

atlC) Greek Ianguages, for a lawyer" a phyfician, or a 

divine, in the United States, except it be to facilit~te 

the remembrance of a few technical terms ,vhich may 

be retained without it. rrwo of the J.noft celehrate,l and 

fuccefsful1awyers in the United States, are ftrangers 

to the Latin language. An elninent phyfician, who 

fpent f~veral of tl1e years of his }~outh ill ~ leartling this 

language, has affured mc, that he had llot more thall 

t}lree times in his life found any 2ldvantage froln it. 

Very few phylicill1S, lbelieve, (profeffors of medeeine 

cn1y excepted, wilo are obliged to review Latin thefes 

previoufly to their publication) retail1 their knowlcdge 

of tl-lis language, after they become eftablifhcd in bufi

nefs, and if t}ley do, it is preferve,~ lefs from nece{tity, 

than fro~;val1ity, or a defire of reviving, by re.ading 
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the claflics., the agreeable ideas of the earlyand inno

cent pirt of their lives. 

. I know that it il commonly believed, that å know
ledge of the Greek language, is neceffary to enabJe a 

divine fully to underftand the New Teft~ment. But 

I objeCl to thisopinion, that the. molt ufeful and ne

ce!Tary parts of this divine book are intelligible ·to the 

loweft capacities in its prefent EIlgli1h drefs: and I 

believe further, ~1aat there have been as many difputes 

among the critics, a~,()ut the meaning of words, and 

about editions and tranllations of tlle New 1'efiament, 
J> 

as there have been among unleaJned chriftians about 

the meaning of its obfcure alld difficult paffages •. lf 
a kno\\rledge of tllt:: Greek ]al1gu3be be necelfary to 

ellable a divin~ to underftand the New Teftament, 

it follows, that a. critical kllowledge Qf all the 

dialeCls il) \\~hich the different parts of it were origi~ 

l1al1y compofed, is equally nece1fary for the fame pur

pore; and, if neceff.'lry to a divine, why not to the 

common people, for they are equally interefted ill 

all the truths of revelation ? The difficulties ~nd ab· 
" 

furdities into \\?hicll ·wc are led by tllis propofition, are 

" toa obviov.s to be lnelltiolled. 

We are very apt to forget the age in which we live. 

In the flfteenth century, all the l~nowledge of Europe 
was lo,cked up irt a fe\\'" Greek a.Il({ Latin manufcriptse 

-In th\s confined fiate of knowledg,e, an acquaintance 

witll tIle Latin language was thougllt to be necefl~rf 
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to civilize the human mind-heDcc u'te teaeIlers of 

it acquired t!le titlc of" profc1rors I.i~ -humanity" in 

the Europe:n univerfities. But \ve live in an age in 

.which knowledge has beel1 draWIl from i ts dcad repo

fitories, and diffufed by the art of printing, in living 

languagcs, through every part of the world. Huma. 

nit y has therefore . changed fides. Her gentlenef~ is 

now altogether in fav9ur of modem literature. 

We forget nQt onJy the age, but the country like

wife in whicll we live. In Europe manyancient con

ftitutions-l:l ws-treat ies-official letters-and even 

private deeds, are written in La:in-hence the know-

Jedge of it llas fometimei been found ufefuI {Ol ftates-

men and 1awyeri-but all the conftitutions,. laws, 

treaties, public lttters, and private deeds of the United 

States, a-e written in Englifh; and of courfe a know-

'edge of the Latin language is IJot nece(fary to un

deritatid them. It is therefore as uft!lefs in Americå, 

~s the Spanifh great-coat is ill t!le iflal1d of Cuba, or 

-·the Dutch foot-ftove J at the Cape of Good Hope • 

• 
Wc forget further the difterence of otctpatioll be~ 

t\veen the inhabitatlts of the prefentJ al1d of the fifteenth 

century. Formerly public prayers and war were the 

ønly bufinefs of man: but fille\! agriculture, manufac

tures and commcrce, have afFordell fuch difFereIlt and 

profitable empJoymcn~s to maJ1kind, thcrt! cannot 8e 
grcater fally than to learn two Iallguages which are nO 

\vays conlleacd with the ad\'anccm~nt of any of tl1eql. 
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fe I once thought heaJth, the greatefi: bJeffing in the 
cc world," raid Mr. Rittenhoufe to the author of this 

day, cc but I do not think Co now. There is one thing 

cc of much grcater valne, an,} that is time." Thi. 
opinion of our excellent Amcrican philofophet, is true 

every where, hat in a more efpecial manner in the 

United States. Here the opportunities of acql1iring 

knowledge and of advancing private and public intereft 

are fo numerous, and the rewl,ds of geJliuø and in

duftry fo c~ttain,. tl1åt not a partieIe of time iho~ld b~ 

mis .. fpent or 10ft. 'Ve occupy a new country. Our 

prillcipal buG llefs {hould be to eXl)Iore and apply' its 

refources, all of \\'hich prefs us to cnterprize and llafle. 

Under thefe circumftanccs, to fpend four or five }~ears.' 

in learnillg t\\"O dead· languagesJ is to turn 'our backs 

upnn a gold mine, in order to amu[e. ourfelves in 

catching butterflies. 

It is agreeable to 11ear of tl1e progrcfs of lluman 

reafon in tlle gradual {leclenuon of the ufual method~ 

of teachiflg tlle Latin a.nd Greek lallguages within the 

laft fort y y~ars in Europe. Formerly hoys were 

obliged to commit wllole volumes of Latin arid Greek 

poetry to memory, as the only n1eans of Iearning thofe 

languages. Nor was this all; they w'ere obliged to 

compofe Latin verfes(, \\'ithout the leafl: regar({ being 

paid to genius, or ta(ce for pdetry. The laft ~a of 

{chool tyranllY, was to conlpel boys to rcau the a~cient 

claffies witllout the heIp of tranl1atiorl~. All thefe 

methods of teaching the dc~d l~nguage$ are now laid 
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. "\ 
.. Jfide. The next rlty of truth that -irradiates hUll1811 

, '1 

reafoR .. upon this fubje~, I hope will teacll us to rejeCl 

the Latin and G,eek languages altogether, as branches 
. 

'of a liberal educatioll. · , 

~ The pfogrefs of Filttnal1 reafon fhould jikewife be 
ac\nowledged in havlng baniflle4 Latin and Greek 

quotations' from fermons, al1d other religio11s traCts, 

which are intended for tlle c'ommon peopl,e. Such 

qpOtatiohs are to be found ("lly. in hooks of fcience, ..... ~ 

3Qdreffed to tIle members of tlle l~arn~d profeffioni, _or 
, ' 

to pevfons who are fuppofed to be ,acquail1ted ,vitll tlle 

'Latin '~nd Greek language!. 

There are certlin JaUies, like the objeCls of fight, 

, which cannot be feen. wllen the eye is placed too near 

• 'thelJl. We are ftruck with pity and honor in con .. 

: templa-ting the folly difeovered by aur anceftors intheir 

~ilitary ~?,peditions to the holy land of Paleftil1e.. The 
,. 

g~neratio~s which are to follo\v us, will probably view 

our partiality to the claffie groUl1(1 of Greece and Rome, 
- \ 

~ith fi~ilar enlotions. 'Ve laugh at the credulity qf 
tIlofe l1atlons ,\~l!o WOrflli!)pcd alles an,l crocodiles, 

, \vitllout recollcCtil1g, that future ages will treat our 

fuperftitious venerationfor .the aIlcient poets and ora

tors, with the faIlle tidicule. ponerity, in reading the 

llifiory of t}le American revolution, will wonder that 

ill a country wllcre fo lnal1Y cxploits of wifdom atld 

virtue \\~ere perforrned, the 11umaIl underftandiIlg was 

f{:ttt;red by prejudi~es in fa,'our of tlle I .. atin and Greek 
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languages. But I hope with the hiftory,of tbis follt., 

6 ' 

fOlne lliftorian will convey to future generations, that' 
• .J . '. 

matl y of the moft atl:ive and ufeful charaClers ',io 
accomplifhing this revolutiou, weie ftrangers to 'the "-

, ,; 

formalities of a Latin and Greek education. 

It is high time to diftinguifh between a philoGJ.pher,: I 

and a fcholar, between thirigs and words.· -It He " 
" 

" was educated at t~~ college of. .. "fai~ a· geittle~ \ t 

man to his.friend, fpeaking of a youI.1g ma~who waa .- .1 

known to them both. "r ou ~ean Sir/ -rep1ied his' 
" ' ! 

· friend, "he got his learning at the college of:"'; b~t ~ 
. . - . 

" as to education, he appears to have received -'ltOne-'- . 

" any where." This young rnaJl '!as an. excellent -

Latin and Greek fcho]ar, hut knew !10thing of' men, 
or things. ' 

.. 
, ,. 

Let it not be fuppofed from anf thing that~ haLS bæn 
l,ere advanced, tllat I wifll th~ know]e~ge of,~e Latin· . 

- , 

and Greek IangU'3ges to he extinCl: in the wcifld. Far~· 
". 

from it. My wifu is to fee it p.referved, like the ~o~ ... : 

ledge of law, or medicine, as a diftiria proftHion. iAt~, 

the perfons, who ~evote themfelves to the ftudy of thefe ' 

languages, be called litlguif\s, or interp~eter~., and Jet 
- , . 

them be paid for their tra~lla~ions and explanations of 

Latin 'nd Greek' hooks, and other compo5tions in . . 
thofe languages. No more confidenee will lhe placed 

by the public, in the members of this new ]~rofeffionJ 

than is daily plac.ed in lawyers and phyfidans, in 

matters of much greater importance ; nor ~'ill moJ;'c 

G 
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crcdit be given to them, tl1an \'le are accull:oll1~(1 to give 
.. 

to travelIers and hiftorians. rrhere can be n() more 
• • 

re a fon why every mall {boul(1 be ,capable of tranflJting 

or judging of a Latin o. Greek book, than there can 

be, why every ma~l fho~l.' be a Idwyer .. or a pllyfician, 

or why he ~ould be !->bligeu ~t) vifit C onftalltinople or 

Grand Cairo, in ord~r to btcome acq1Jainted witll the 

fitu:ation of thefe two' great citi-!s. lf this Il?cthod of 

preferving and appJying the" dead languag~s {hould be 

adopted, young Plen wililearn them as .they do law :lnd 

phyfic, by ferving an apprellticeOlil'J infteatl of going 
, 

to fcllool. 

TIæ following advantages \vouid imlnediafely attend 

the 1 ejeEtion of ~he Latill and Greck l.nguages a~ 

branches of a liberal education. 

J. It ,voujj improve, and finally perfeCl the El1gJifil 

langu: ge, by chec.king the increafe of t}lofe fuperfluous 

words ,vhich are derived fronl the' L:lti 11 311d Greek 

langua ;es. 'Vhat ufe have we for feftivity-celehrity 

-hila) ity--amenity-and a hundred ,. other duplic:ltc 

words, ,vith whicll Johnfon and Harris 11Jve corruptctl 

arid wc;' k ~11ed our languagc, alld \vhich are u!lintcl1i .. 

gible te three fourths of con1mon EllgliOl readers? 

The re} . .sl:ion of the ancicnt langu:lges, would~rther 
banifh ] .latin and Grcek words, fuch as, e~jt, ft'cit, 

t,,\'cudit, j,inxit, !lente, jii_'is, DOlla jill t, ipfi jaflo, ad 'va/o-
I 

ri1Jl, a'n,l a !lulldrt(l othcrt)) cqu~11y d~1gufling, from 

Eugliil:l compofitions. It \\yo1.l}<.1 moreover prefer~a 

, 
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our language from encroachments of French and I!a

liall words, fuch as eclat-amateu;·-dauceur-en paJfont 

-;;rpr-:liltttallti-con cuore-pian, and many others, 

all of which itnpair the ul1iformity and di~tlity of tl1e 

EIlglilh lal1guage. 

2. 'fhe rejeaion of the Latin and Greek langauges 

from our fchooJs, would produee a revolutlon in fcience, 

and in hu!nan attairs. That natioll which fuall firft 

{h,lke o1f tlle fetters of thofe ancient languages, wil1 

advance furtller in knowledge, and in llappinefs, in 

twenty years, than aoy nation ill Europe has done, in a 

hundred. 

3. It wiil have a tendency to deftroy tlle prejudices 

of tlle conlmon people againft fchoo]s and colleges. 

The conllnon people do not defpife fch:.lars, becaufe 

they.know nlore, but becaufe tIley know lefs tIlall them-

felve~.- .A m:!re fcholar can call a horfe, or a cow J by 

t\VO or'three (lifr~rent nalneSJ but Ile frcquently kno~'s 

notIling . of . the qualities, or U[~S of thofe ,valuable 

~nimals. 

4. It would he the meallS of banifhing pride from 
" our feminaries of public cducatioll. Men are generally 

Inoft prou(l of tIlofe tIlings tllat do not COIltribute to 

the llappinefs of t~lelnfelves, or otIlers. Ufeful know~ 

ledge generally humbles the mind, but learning, like 

fine dothes, fccds pride, and thereby hard~ns the hu
tll~Hl Jleart. 

/ 
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50 It would J,rreatly enereafe the num ber of ftudents 

in aur colleges, and thereby extend the benefits of 

education tllrougll (!very part of our country. TIle 

excellency of knowle(lge would tlleD be obvious to every 

body, becaufe it \\'ould be conftaIltIy applicable to 

(ome of the neceffary and ufeful purpofes of life, alld 

particularly to the fecurity and order of wffe and juft 

government. 

6. It wouI(! remove tlle prefent immen(e difp2rity 

which fubfifti between the fetes, in the· degrees of their 

education and knowledge. Perhapi one caufe of tlle 

mifery of many families, as well as cOffilnunities, may 

be fought fef ill tlle I1Jtdiocrify of kll0wledge of t}le 

,\\Tomen. They fhould know more or lifs, ill order to 

be happy tl1etnfelves, and to cortlmunicate llappinefs 

~o others. By ceafing to make Latin and Greck a 

neceffary part~of a liberal education, \ve open the doors 

for every fp6cies of improvcment to tlle fClnalc part of 

fociety :-heJ1Ce will ariie 11C\\' pleafllres ill tlleir COffi

Fally,-al1d Ilence, too, \\re lnJY expeCl: agetleraI 

reformation all(l refillcmeIlt, in tIle generations \\~hicll 

are to follow us; for principles and manIlcrs in all 

focieties are formed chiefly by tIle wonlen. 

It lnay ble alked here, how fuall we clnp]oy thofe 

years of a boy, that are no\\t UfU~lJ!y fl'lent in IearIling 

the Latin and Greek lang\lages? I fuall enueavour to 

anfwer tllis quefiion by laying do,vn a {}lort p~an of a 

liberal Englilh education. In this Ul1dcrt4king~ I {hall 
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ftrive to forget for a wbile a11 the fyftem., of education 

I have ever feen, and fuggefi: fuch a one as is founded 

in the original principles of atHon in the human minde 

I. Let the firft eight years of a boY'8 time be em

ployed in learning to fpeak, fpeIl, read and write tbe 

En3lifh language. For this purpofe, let him be com

lnittef! to tl1e care of a mafter) who fpeaks corr~aly at 

all times, and let t11c hooks he rcads, be written in. a 

firrJple and correel ftyle. During tJlefe years, let not 

_n EIlg1ifll grammar by :lny flleans ~ put into his 

hands. It is to moft hoys, under even twelve years 

of age, an unintelligible book. As welJ might we 

COlltend, that a boy flloulll be t;tUgllt the names 3Ild 

numher of Ule lluolours of the eye, or Ule mufcles of 
the tOJlgue, ill order to lcarn to fee, or to fpeak, as be 

taught the Englifh langtlage, by means of grammar. 

Sancho j in attempting to Icarl1 to read, by chewing the 

four and t\\re,lty letters of tl1c ,alphabet, did not exhib

it a gre3ter abfurdity, than a boy of feven or eight years 

old ciots, ill committing gramn13r ru]cs to meITlory, in 

• order to ullderiland the Englilh language. Did we 

,,·ifu to d~ft:ribe a fhip, fo as to 113ve all its parts perfeB:ly 

alld fpee<lily kno,vn, wOlIIJ "~toe begin by defcribing its 

detachcli parts in a ihip-}'ard, er a rope-walk? Or woul(l 

we 110t firft fi,: every part in its proper plare, .arid tllCll 

cxplain the llalnes and llfes of thefe parts, by fhe,,·illg 

their fubferviency to eat}} otller? In like manner, I af

fir~, that the cOllftruaion of our language fhould be 
, ' 

learned by a careful attePltiol1 to the places and ufcs of the 
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different parts of fpeech ir! ~grecable ct\mpofitions, and· 

not by contemplating them in a disjointed frate in .. 

an Englifh grammar. But I \vill add further, that 

granlInar fhould ~ t:1Ught oIlly by the ear. Pro
nounciation, which is far more extenfive, and dif-

licult, is learned oIlIy in this way. To teach con

cord in the arrangement of words, let the mafter 

, converfe with his pupiIs as weIl as hear them read, 

and let him diilinaly mark and correCl: every d<!vi

:ltion from gr:llnmaticaI propriet y wllich they utter. 

This method of teaching grammar has been tried witll 

fuccefs in the f~milies of fc\'eral gentlemen ()f my 
acquaintance. It is both rationaJ, and praClicable. It 

has, moreover, the 3utllority of tIle wife Greeks to re

commend it. Homer, XenoplloIl, Demofthenes a:ld 

Longinus, Ibelieve, were all taught to fpeak, read, 

and write t}lcir nati\'e language, \\"it!lout tIle incum

hrance of a Greek grammar. I do 110t mean by any 
I 

thing that has hee.l advanced, to illfirluate that our 

pupil fllould not be illftruCted in the principles and la\ys 

of OU! lallguage. I h:lvC referved this p3rt of kll0\\"

ledge to a nluch later period of his YOllth, at wliicll 

time 1le "":11 acq uire it alnlofl: as f0011 as l\iolicre' s 

" Cit1:zetl turned Gentleman," Ie.rJled to (Iifiingui!ll 

bct\ve,en prcfe ~,11,,1 poctry. He \viII find tllat he is in 

poflt!fiioll of tllis kI1o\vle(lge, alld thlt tlle bufinefs of 

his mafie.r ,·."ill be 0:11 y to givc names to tIllngs \\"itJl 

\\'hicll he is alrcady acqt:aintcd. 
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Under this head, I 1hall only add, tl1at the perfec

tion of the ear, as an a,·enue of knowlcdge is 110t 

fufficiently known. Ideas acquired throu gh that or

gan, are much more durable, than thofe acquired 

by the eyes. We remember much longer what ,,"e 

he~r, than ~rhat wc fce; hence, old men recolle8: 

voices, long ~lfter they forget faces. Thefe faas are 

capable of grc:lt application to tht! bufil1efs of educa

tion. 

Having provided our pupil witll a vehicle of know

ledge, by teaching him «> read Clild write, our next 

bufincfs thould be to furnifh llim with ideas. flere 

it \\,iII he neceffary to re:~ark, that the human nlind in 

carly life firft comprehetlds fubftances. From thefe it 

proceeds to acrions, from aai011S to qualities, and. 

from qualities to degrees. Let us tllcrefore in edl1-

cation, follo,\' this order of n~tua."!, an·d begin by iIl~ 

firutlil1g ()ur pupil in the ktlow]edge of fubftances, or 

things. Flor this pllrpofc, let us itlitiate him into the 

ktlow]edge of the globe 011 whicll he exifts, by tcacl1" 

ing him • 

2. N~t!uralllifl:ory. This fiudy is fimple 3tld truly 

(Ielightfuji. Anim31s of all killds are oftetl the fubjelts 

of con\'e'lrfatlon al1d difputes among boys ill their 

walks and diverfions. But this is nor all; this fiudy 

is tIle fo'undation of aii ufeful al1d pra8ical kno\vledge 

ill agricu.IttlfC) mal1l1f,JC1:ures al1d COlnn1erce, as ,,~ell as 

in philofi)phy, chemir.ry, :md medeeinc. By making 
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natllral hifiory the nrR ftuJy of a boy, we imitate 

the conduCl of the firft teac~l=r of mali. 1'he flrft 

Jefion tl1at Adam recci\~ed froIll his l\fakcr in Para

dife, W3S UpCJIl DatllTll Ilitlory. It is probabJe that 

the dominioIl of our grt:at progenitor over tlle brute 

creation, 311d e,~cry othcr living creJture, \~·as founded 

upon aperfeet kno\vlcdge of their names and qualities, 

for God 3ppears in this, as ,,·cll as in other inftances, 

to have atl:ed by the in1l:rumentality of human rea

lon.-Wllere a rnufc::um is wanting, all that is ne

ceifary for a boy to kllO\'" of animals arid fifhes-infeCls • • -trees and herbs, may be tilught by ttle3DS of 

prints. 

3. Geography, is a fiolple fcience, and acrom

modated to the capacity of a boy under t\velve years 

of age. It may be perfeCl:ly underftood by means of 
cards-globes-and nlaps; for eacll of thefe modes 

of conveying inftruClion, feizes upon t,!le fenfes and 

imagination. The freque11t application which a boy 

is obliged to make of llis knowlc(lge in geograpIlY, 

in realiing, alld converfad8n, wiIJ foon fix it upon 

llis nl~mory, alltl froIll tl1e tilN an~l "zanne,- in Wllich 

he will acquire it, he ",il) never forget it. 

I allo\v four years to be en-lployed in acquiring 

thefe two fUlldamental braIlches of kno\vledge. A (ter 

our pupil has be come to!crably welI acquainted \\9ith 

-them, Ile fllould be infiruCled ill tIle 
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4. French and German languages. TheCe wiU be 
equally neceffary J whether commerce--phy6c--law or 

divinity is the purfuit of a yoang m~n. Thcy ihould 

be acq\lired only by the car. Great care fhould be' 
taken not to permit hUn to learn thefe languages be

fore he is twe/ve years old, othcr,,'ife he will contraa 
ro much of tlle 'rench and German accent as will 

impair the prononciation of his native tongue. 

S. Arithmetic, and Come of the ~ore fimple 

branches of tæ mathematics fhould be acquired be. 
tween the twelfth and fourteenth years of his life. 

6. Between his fourteenth and eighteenth yean. 
he fhO\lld be inftruEted in grammar-oratolJ~i

cifm-the highet branchcs of mathematics-philofophy 

--c:hemiflry-Iogic-metaphyfics-chronology-hifto

ry-governMent-the princip1C$ of agriculture, and 

manufaaures~:lnd in every thing elfe that is neceifary 

to qualify him for pul.lic ufefulneCs, or private hap-. ,. 
pIll.els. 

7. I know it :s common to introduee what is called 

.Moral Philofophy into a fyftem of liberal education. The 

name of this fcience is derived from the Pagan Cchools .. 

The ftudy of it conftituted a material part of their 

leaming. Inftead of continuing this anti-chriftian 

mode of teaching moraIs, I would propofe a courfe of 

leaures to be given upon the cvidences, doCl:rines and 

prtClpts of the Chriftian religion. The laft part of this 

H 
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courfe might be made to include the who]e circle of 

moral duties, and from the conneCl:ion it would have 
"ith the evidences and doClrines of Chriftanity it 

. would produce an impreffion Upon the. urJderftanding 

which no time or circumftances ",ould ever wear away .. 

It is by negletl:ing to teach young men the Chrif .. 

tian religion- as a fcjence, or by the feparation of it' 
Inorals from its principles, that colleges have become in' 

{~many inftaJlces the nurferiea of infidelity. 

j~,.tIlI ~ a letter from the rroermJ Mr. Jamu Mu;r, 

twincipo/ of the ocademy of Alexandria in Virginio, to tM 

.Allthør, Jated July 29, 17~ l. 

"~o I HÅVE read with fatisfaCl:ion, in the Mufeunl" 
cc your obfervations on fiudying the ]earned Jan

e, gliages. There is little taftf~ for theln in this place. 

le In Ollr academy, where there are Ilear ninety 

't· ftudents, not above ninete(!n are porin g over Latin 

cc and Greek. ~ One of th4~fe nineteen was lately 

ti addreifed by a ftudent of Arithmetic in the follow

tt ing language-Pray, , Sir, can YO\1' refolve me, by 
" your Latin, this quefiion, J(f one bufhel of corn coft: 

" foar ihillings, what coft fifty buihels l-A demand 

" of this kind from a youth, is to roe a proof of the 

cc tafte of Americans ill the prefent day, who prefer 

" the ufo/ul to the ørnamlnllll.l' 

• 
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"dNSWER to the foregoing letttr, containing furthtr 
,!fervotiolll . upon the Jlud] ~ tht Latin lind Grtti 1." .. 

guageJ. 

DRAR SIR, 

TT ga1re me great pleafure to lind, by yo\&\r 

.L polite letter of J ulf 29th, that my opinion$, 

upon the fubjea of the Latitl and Greek latlguages, 

have met .with jrour approbation; and that the foung 

gentlemen who compoie your academy had difeovered 

Co much good fenft! in prefel~r~ng ufiful to ufo/efs, Of, at 

l1eft, ornamentalliterature. 
" 

Illave read all the replies that ,have bet~ publifhed 
to my opinions: and atn more confirmed in the ttuth 

of them, than ever, by the weaknefs and fallacy of the 

objeaions that have been made to them. The fl:yle 
of fome of thofe replies has eftablifued one of my pro

pofitions i~l the mofl: forcibJe manner. It has demon

ftrated that ~ k",.dge of the dead languages daes 

not confer tine o~ elegance in tha EngHfh language, 

any more than it does.,good breeding, or good temper. 

I except from this remark the candid arid ingenious 

letters publiQled in th~ Federal Glzette, raid to be 

written by Dr.- Stuber, of this city. 

To perfuadr men, that white is IIla"k, or black, whitl, 

it is necefTary fometimes to make them believe that they 
are grey. Tlle mind requires a refi:ing point, in paffing 

from error to truth, upon many fuhjeCl:s. I .{hall ~wail 

myfelf of this weaknefs -in Iluman J1:lture, and take tpe 
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liberty of fuggefting a' method of teaching the Latin 

Ind Greek Jan~lages, which I conccive, will be ac~ 

commodated to ~he prefent ftate of the prejudiccs of 

our countrymen in their lavour. 

The l~te Dr. Franklin ueed to fay, that the lelming 
~f a dead or foreign language might be divided into 

tt" parts. That it required foll only to Jeam to read 

it-!twn to fpeak it:-and the whole ten to write it. 

Now, whelJ ~e ~9nfider bow {eldo~ we are eaU ed 

~pon to lpelli or 'llJriti the Latin or Grcek languag", 
fuppofe we teach our boys ol1ly to rtø th~m. 'Ptis 
will cut off' one half the diffieulty of learning them, and 

and enable a boy to acquire as much of ",th, in two 

years, as will ~ ne~e1fary for him. ~e wilJ, moreover~ 
by this plan, be able to r~ad more of the daffies than 

are read at prefent in our fehools. The daffies are 
. -

now read only for the fake of acquiring a knowledge 

of the eonftruClion of the languag~1 in which theX are · 

written; but by the plan I have prapdted .. they would 

be read for the fake of the matter they contained~ and 

the.r~ wo~ld be ~ime enougll to .read e3ch book from 

its begitl~ing to its elld. At prefeIlt, what boy ever 

reads all the Ænead of Virgil, or the Iliad of Homer? 

In fll~rt, few boys ever carry ,vith tl1em from fchool, 

any thin"g but a fmattering of the daffies. They peep 

into a dozen of tIlem; but are taught to attend to every 

thing they contain, more ~han to the luejtaS which ar~ 

treated of ~y the nI. 
\ . 
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In the waJ I have propofcd, a boy would be able 
to tranOate all the Latin and Greek boob he wouId 
meet with, and from the perfca mowledge he wculd 

acquire of them at Cchool, he ",ould probably retaia 
that knowledge as long as he lived. 

To cany this modc of teachiDg the Latin and Greek 
languages into ejfelt, it is abColutely necdlåry that a 

bo y fhould firft be inftrulled in hfll"'1 and pgraphJ. 
Let him read an account of the rife, progrefs, and fall 
of the Greek and Roman nations; arid e~ine:t upon 

maps, the countries they inhabited and conquered, and 

their languages wilI roon bccome interefting to him. 

The negleCl: of this natural and cafy mode of inftruc

tion, is an mver60n of all order. The abfurdity oEit 

was once happily expofed by a boy of eight years oldJ 

who, with :l Latill Grammar ill his hand, gravely afkcd 

his father, 'c wJ10 made the Latin language, and what 

cc was it. made for i"~ Had this boy been previoufly 

inftruCl:ed in the Roman hiftory~ he would not have 

a{ke~ fuch a queftion. Confidering his age, it was as 

natur;!l, as it was foolifh. 

There is no play comlDon among cllildren, that 

ftrikes me with an idea of half the folly that I am ftruck 

with, every time I look into a Latin fchool, and fee 

thirty or fort y little hoys pinioned down to benehes, and 

declining nouns, conjugatillg verba, or writing Latin 

vcrfions. I confider the f higllCft attainmcnt in this 

kind of learniIJg, as nothing more t11311 fuccefsful doC-
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tardt, but far Jefs ufeful than thofe which are exhibited 

in the ufual athletic.excercifes of fchooJ bors. 

By adopting the plan I have propofed, a boy will 

not open a Latin or Grcek book, rill he is fourteen or 

fifteen years old; fo th~t the dead langl1ages, inftea~l 

of beil1g the firft, will be the laft things he williearn . . 
at fchool. At this age, he willlearn th·em with halt-

the trouble, .:nd Wlderftand them mucll better than he .. '. 

would have done at nine or ten years of age. For 

though languages are acqtlired with moft c~fe by the 

~ar under puberty J' yet they are acquired. moR: eafily 

. by the tyt,. after that period of life. E.ut th«.: te i$ 
another advantage in making the Latin and Greek 

languages the laft things that are taught at {chool: 

The bent of a young man's inclinations is general ly 
knowo at fourteetl or fifteetl, and feldom {ooner. Now 

if he incline to lOlnmerce-to a military·-or a" Ilaval 

life-or to a mechanical employment, in all of \vllich 

it is agreed, Latill and Greek are ullnece5fary, it 

will ~ improper to detain him any longer at fchool, 
by which means much money will be faved 1)y the 

parents, and much time faved by 'the boy, both of 

wllich are wafied by the preferit indifcriminate and 

prepofterous mode of teachi~g the dead languages. 

The idel .of the neceffity of a knowledge (lIE thofe 
languages, as an introduCl:ion to the ktlOwledge of 

the Englitb language, begills_ to Jofe ground. It is 

certainly a very abfurd one. We have feveral Englifb 
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tcbools in our city, in wbich boys and girls of tWel~ 
and fourteen yean old h.ve bcen taught to (peK and 

write I)ur native language with gr~t grammatical plO

priety. . Some of thefe chi1dren would difgrace our 

bachelors and mafters of 3rts, who have fpent four or 

five years in the ftudy of the Latin and Greck la~ 

guages in our .&\merican colleges. It is true, thefc 

Latin and Greek fcholclrs, after a whi!~J acflU~ a 

knowledge of our language : bur it is in the fam~ 110. 

,way, in which {ome men acquire a k!10wledgc of the 
i:orms of good brecding. Three months inftrultioa 

,rill of ten impart more of botll, than a whole life fpent 

in acquiring them fimply by imitation. 

. Where the re is one Latin fcholaT, who is obliged. 

ill the courfe of his life, to fpta} or write a La,U. 

k:r,tence, there are hundreds who are not undertløt 

n,eceffity. Why tllen fhonld we fpen" years in teac~ 

ing L~at which is fo rarely required in future lUe l 
F()r Come years to come, the reading of the Ianguage,: 

roay be neceffary; but a young man of fouTteen or 

lifteen, may be taught to do this perfetl:ly in one" 

year, without cominitting a fingle grammar rule to 

rnemory J ()r without Jpoi/ilZg his hand by writil1g a fin_o 

gle verfion. 

. Muell more, in my Opillion, migilt be raid in favour 

of teaching our YOUJlg men to !pen; the In<.lian lan

guages of 01Jr country, than to Jptak or write Latill. 

By their nlt;al1S, they might qualify themfcJves to be

eome alllb~lffador5 to our Indi;lr, nations, or illtroduee 

• 
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among them a knowled~~ of the bIeffinga of ciYilizatioa 
and rc~igion. 

W \'! haYe late)r (cen 3 large portion of power 

wleikd from the hands of kings and priefts, and ex

eråff d by its lawful OW!letS. Is it not high time to 

\YRlt the po,·er oyer the education of our youtli~ .out 

of the hands of ignorant or prejudiced fchoolmafter~, and 

p!a(.e it in the hands of men of more knowledge and 

exp mence in the affairs of the world? We t:1lk much 
. of ')ar being an nJi,htnwJ people; bilt I bow not 

wi~h _hat reafon, while we tolerate a fyftem of educa-

tiOD in our fchoals, which is as difgraceful to the 
ht.man underftanding as the moft corrupt tenets or 

pr:laices of the pagan religion, OY of the Turkifh go

ycrnment. 

'Vith gleatrcfpeB: for four charaB:er, as weU as for 

Y(Jur prefent honourable and ufeful employment, I 
am, dear 6r, 

y our friend and moO: obedient fervant. 

BENJAMIN RUSH. 
Philadelphia, Augujl 24, 1791. 
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TØOUGRTS UIJOll THE AMlTSEMENTS AND PUNJSH~ 

Id. .. NTS WHICH AllE PllOPEIl FOll SCHOOLS. AD
DK.ESSEO TO GEORGE CLYMEll, E3Q.:, 

DEAR SIR, 

T HE laft time I bad the pleafure of bcing in 

your company, you did me the honour to re

'lueR: my opinion upon the AMUSEMENTS and PUNIiH

),IENTi which are proper for fchools The fuhjeCls 

are of a very oppofite nature, but I {hall endeavotlr 

to co!nply with YOUl wifhes, by fending you a few 

thoughts upon each of them. I am {qre you wiU 

not rej~a my opinions becaufe they are contrary to 

received praClices, for I know that fOU are accuf
tomed to thiJlk for yourfelf, and that every propo

fition that has for its objeCts the interefts of humanity 
and your country, will be treated by you with att~n

tion and candor. 

I {hall begin with the fubjeCls .of AMUSEMENTS. 

Montefquieu informs us that the exercifes of the laft 

day of tlle life of Epaminondas, were the fame as his 

amufements in his' youth. Herein·we have an epi

tome of the perfeClion of education. The amufe

ments of Epaminondas .were of a military nature; 

but as the profeffion of arms is tlle buGners of only 

a {mall part of mankind, aild happily much lefs 

I 
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neceirary in the United States thln in ancierJt 

Greece, I would propofe that tIle arnUfemeJlts of our 

youth, at fchool, fhouid confift of ruch eier(!f;:~ 2S 

will be moft fubfervieJlt to their future employments 

in life. Thefe are; I. agriculture; 2. rncchanic:al 

occupations; and 3 •. tIte bufinefs of the learned pre.

feffions. 

I. There is a var'iety in the enlplo}ements of agri

culture which may readily be fuited to the genius, 

tafte, and ftrength of young people. All experiment 

has been made of the efficacy of thefe emplayments, 

~s amufements, in the Methodift College at Abing

ton, in Maryland; and, I have been informed, ,vitIl 

th~ happieft e1FeCls. A large lot is divided between 

the fchoJars J 3fld premiums are adjudged to thofe of 

them who produee the mon vegetables from their 

· grounds, or who keep them in the beft order. 

Il. As· the employmellts of agriculture cannot af

ford amufement at all feafons of tIte year, or in cities 

I would propofe, tllat children fhOl1ld be allured to 

to feek amufements in fuch of the mechanical arts 

as are fuited to tIleir ftrength and capacities. ~Ilere 

is tlle boy who cloes not· delight in tIle ufe of a ham

mer-a clliffel-or a faw ? and \\"ho has not elljoy .. 

ed a high degree of pleafure in his youth, in con

ftruCling a ra;niature houfe? ·Ho\\~ amufiIlg are the 

mlchines whicll are employed in the maJlufaCl:oryof. 

cloathing of all kinds' and how full of various· en-
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tertainmellt are the mixtures which take pl~ce in the 
chemical ai!S ! each of thcf~ migbt be contriyed upon 

fuch a kale, as not onlr to amufc youog pcople, but 

to afFord a profit to their p.rents or mafters. The 
MoraviaDs, at Bethleh~m in our ftate, have proY~d 

that tlns propo6tion is not a chimerical anc. All the 

amuiements of their children are derived from thår 
performillg the fubordinate parts of fcvem of the 
mechanical arts; and a confiden!>le portion of the 
,,?ealth of that ,,·orthy and happy fociety is fl-*! pro

dua of the labour of h!eir little hands.-

If, irl thefe amufements, an appeal {houJd be 
made to that fpirit of competition which is Co com .. 

mon among young people, it would be the means of 

produciIlg more pjeafure to the children, and more 

profit to all Wh3 are cO:llleCled with them. The 

wealth of thofe: DllDufatl:urillg towns in England, 

which employ the chil3ren of poor people, is a proof 
of wl1at might be expcCled fro 111 conneaing amllfe

me~lt, and l~bour together, ill 311 our fchools. The 

produCl {rom the labour obtained in this way, frODt 
• 

all the fchools ill the -lTnited St:ttes, wouid amount 

to a fllm \vhicJl would 31nloft exceed calculatioD. 

Ill. To traill the voutll \\p}lO are intended for tI1e - . 

learned profeffiol1s or for mercllandize, to the duties 

of their future employnlents, by Dleans of ufeful 

aRlufemel1ts, \Vllicl1 are ,-e!c.l/t'd to tIlofe enlployments, 

\\"ill be imprlt~ical)le; but tIleir amuf\!ments nl,\y be 
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ddlTed from cultivating a fpot of ground; for \\~here 

is the lawyer, the phyfician, the dlvine, or the n1er

chant, who has not indulged or felt a p:lffion, in 

(ome part of his life, for rural improvemeIlts ? In

deed I conceive the feeds of knowledge in a&ri:' 

. culture wi1l be moO: produCl:ive, when they are 

planted in th~ minds of this dafs of fcholars. 

I have only to add under this head, that the com

mon amufemcnts of children have no conneEtion 

with their future occupations. Many of them injure 

their cloath~J fome of them wafte their O:rength, 311d 

impair their health, and all of them prove more or ler" 
the means of producing noifc, or of exciting angry 

paffions, both of which are calculated to beget vulgar 

manners. The Methodifts have \\pifely banillied 

every fpecies of play from their college. Even the 

healthy and pleafurable exercife of f wimming, . is 110t 

permitted to their fcho]ars, except in ~he prefeIlce. 

of one of their maR.ers. 

Do not think roe too ftriEt if I here exclude 

gunning from among the amufements of young men. 

My objeEtions to it are as follow. 

I It hardens the heart, by infliEting unneceff'ary 

pain and death upon animals. . 

2. It is unneceffary in civilized fociety, where 

;animal food may be obtained from domeftic animals, 
with greater facility. 
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3. It con~ltmes a great dealof time, and «hus 

creates habits of idlenefs. 

4- It frequently Iea~s young men into Jow, and 
bad company. 

5- By impofing long abftinence from food, it leada 

to intemperance in eating, which naturally leads to in

temperanee ill drinking. 

6. It expofes to fevers, and accidents. The news.-. 

papers are occafionally filled with melancholy' accounts 

of the latter, and every phyficiatl muft have met with 

frequent and dangerous inftances of the former, in 

~he courfe of his pra8ice. · 

I know the early uf@ of a gun is recommended in 

our country, to teach OU~ young men the ure of fire .. 

arms, alld tl1ereby to prep are them for war and bittle• 

But why {houla \ve infpire our youth, by fuch exer .. 
4 

eifes, with hofii]\! ideas towards thei~ fellow crea-

tures ?-Let us rather inftill into their minds fenti

ments of univerfal benevolenee to men of all nations 

and colours. Wars originate in error and vice. 

Let us eradicate thefe, by proper modes of education, 

.nd wars will ceafe to be neceffary in our coul1try. 

The divine author and lover of peace cc will then 

c, fu1fer no mall to d~ us wrong; yea, he will re

" prove kings for our rake, faying, touch not my 

" anointed and do my people no harm." Should 

the natioDi witll whom war is a trade, approach our 
• 

• 



62 ON TIIE AMUSEM1!NTS AND PlJNISHME!~rrS 

coafts, they will retire from us, as Satan did froDI 

our Saviour, when he came to alfault Jlim; and for 

tIle fame reafon, becaufe they will " lind nothillg in 

" us" congenial to' their malignaIlt difpofitions ; for the 

flames of war can be fpread from one nation to an 0-

ther, only by the conduCling mediums of vice and 

errer. 

I have hinted at the injury which is done to the 

tlealth of .youJlg people by fome of their amufemeRts; 

bl\t thcre is a praClice common ill all aur fchools, 

which does more harm to tIleir bodies than all the 

amufemeIlts that can be name,l, and that is, obliging 

them to' 6t toa long in ont plate, or crowdillg too 

many of them together in aJ,C r~01n. By means of the 

former, the gro~th and lliape of the body have been 

impaired; and by meaJ1S of the latter, tlle f~eds of 

fevers have oftetl been engelldered ill f~11oo1s.. III the 

courfe of my bufinefs, Illave i,een ,calied tO rnallY 

hundred ellildren who have l,eell feized \vith indifpo

litions ill Cthool, which evillelltly ~rofe from tIle ac

tion of morbid efIluvia, produced by the ccnfined 

breath and perfpiratioll of taD great :1 nunlber of 

children in one room. '1'0 obviate thefe evils, chil

dren fllould be permitted, after thty have faid their 

leffolls, to amufc themfelves in tIle open air, in forne 

of tht: ufcful ancl agreeable exercifes \\' hicll have been 

mentioned. 'fllt:ir nlillds will be firellgthel1e(l, as 

\vell as their bodies relieve<.l by them. 'fo oblige ~ 

fprightly boy to fit jef8JC1Z hour3 in a ,lay, witll llis 
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littJe arms pinioned to his fides, and his neck unna-
4 

turaUy bent towards his hook; and for ,,~ mlM!-

what cruelty and folly are manif~~, by Cucb an al>

fllrd mod .. ' of inftruaing or govefning YOUJlg peo
ple ! 

I come next to tåy a few words upon the fub

jeCl of PUNISH.fENTS which are proper in fcbools. 

In barbaTous ages every thing p.artook of the com

piexion of the times. CiviJ, eccle6aftical, military, 

3nd domenic punifhments were all of a eruel nature. 

':Vith the progrefs of reafon and chriftianity, punifh

ments of a]l klnds Jlave become lefs fevere. Soli

tude an'.l labour are now fubftituted in manr countries, 

with fucc~fs, in the room of the whipping-pafi: and 
tlie gallo\vs.-The innocent infirmities of human 

nature are no langer profcribed, and puniihed by the 

churcIle Difcipline, con6fting in the vigilance of 

officers, has Ic1Tene(1 the iuppofed necefiity of military 

executions; alld Ilufbands-fathers-and mafters novr 

blufh af the hifiory of t]le times, when wives, chil

dren, and fervant s, were governed only by force. nut 

unfort1JnateJy this fpirit of humallity and civilizatioll 

llls not reached our fcllools. "rhe rod is yet tJle 

principal inftrulllclit of go\~ernirag tIlem, and a fchool. 

maner remail1s the on]y defpot 110W known in free 

countries. Perhaps it is becaufe the little fubjeCls of 

their 3rbitrary and capricious power have not beell 

ill a conditioll to complain. I fuall cndt'4\~OUr tllcre-
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fore to plead their caufe, and to prove that corpo

ra! punifhments (except to children under four or 

five years of age) are never necetrary, and al ways 

hurtful, in fchools.-The following arguments I hope 

"ill be fufficient to eftahlifh this pr~pofitioll. 

I. Children are feldom fent to fcboo)· befare ~ey 

are capabJ: of feeling the force of rational or moral 
. . 

obligation. They may therefore be deterred from 

committing ofFences, by mt)tives. lefs difgraceful 

tban the fear of corporal punifhments. · 

2. By co~aing children for ignorance and ~:oli

gence in Cchool, their ideas of impr~ptr and i,nmJlea/ 

aaions are confounded, and hence th~ mora) fac~.1ty 

becomes weakened in after life. It would nct be 

more erneI or abfurd to il1f1iCl: the p1.lflilliment of t11e 

whipping-poft upon a man, for not dreffing fafhion~bly' 

or neatly, than it is to ferule a ~.oy for blotting his 

copy book, or mif-fpelling a word. 

3. If the natural a{feai~ll of a parent is fometimes 

infufficient, to reftrain the vio~~nt elTeCls of a fudden 

guft uf anger UPOll a chillt, llow dangero~ls muft the 

power of c(Jrr~ain~ children be when lodged in the 

hands of ~ : .. '!l()ol-mafter, in \\·11ofe anger there is no 

mixture tlf parental afTecrion! Perhaps thofe pareilts 

att Inofl wifc)y, who llever trllfl: themfelves to infliCl 

corporal PUi1iillments upon tIleir children, after they 

are four or five }cars old, but cl)deavour to punil11, and 
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"recialm them, by confinement, or by abridging them 

,>f Come of their "fual gratifications, in drefs, food ot 

amufements. 

4. lnjuries are fometfmes done to the hodie$j 

ånd fometimes to the intelletls of children, by cor

poral punilhmel1ts. Ireeolletl, wlten a boy, to have 
loft a fchool-mate, wllo was raid to have died in 

confequence of å fevere whipping he rcceived in fchooJ. 
At that time I did not be]ieve it pollibJe, but from 

~hat I now know of the difproportion between the via-
lent emotions of the mind, and the ftrength of the bod1 .. 
in children, I am difpofed to believe, that not onl y 
ficknefs, but that even deoth may be induced, by the 
convulfions of a youtllful mind, worked up to a high 

fenre of lhame and refentment. 

The effeCls of thumping the head, boxing the ears, 

and Plllling the hair, in impairi11g Ule illtelleCls, by 

nleans of injuries done to the brain, are toa obviou; 

to be mentioned. 

5 · \\Ther~ there is foome, fays Dr. Johnfon, there 
rnay be ,nr/ue. But corporal punifhments, infliCled at 

fchool, }-,ave a tendency to deftroy the {tnfe of ihame, 

and thereby to deftroy all moral fcnfibility. The boy 
that 1116 been ofte~ publicly whipped at fchool, is 

under great obligations to his maker, and his parcnts; 

jf he afterwards e{cape d,c \vhipring-poft or the lai. 
Jows. 
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6. Corporal punifhments, infliaed at fchool, tcnd 

to !Jeget a fpirit ofviolence in boys tOwaTf)S each other, 

which of ten follows them through life; bUl they more 

cert~in1y heget a {pirit of ha~ed, or revenge, towards 

tJleir mafters, which too" of ten becomes a ferment of 

the (ame ban~ful pa ffion s towards other people. 

The" celebrated Dr. afterw31'ds B3ron Haller declared,. 

that he never faw, without horror, during the remain

ing part of his life, a fchool-mafler, '\Yho bad treat

ci Lim with unmerited {everity, when he was only teD 

yeaTS old. A fimilar anecdote is re]ated of the famouSr 

M. de Condamine. I thillk I have known feveral 

inftances of this vindiCl:ive, or indignant fpirit, to 

continue towards a- eruel and tyrnnnicaI fchool-mafter, 

in- perfOJ1S who were advanced in life, and who w.ere 

otherwife of gentle and forgiving difpofitions. 

7 J Corporal pUllifiunents, infliC\:ed at fchools, beget 

a hatred to illftruC\:ion in Joung people. I liave fome-

times fufpeC\:ed that the Devil, who knows how great. 

an enenlY knowledge is to his· kingdom, has had the 

addref~ to make the world believe thatftrrlllillg, pulli11g 

and.bD~ng e~1rJ J clldgel/ing, horfing, &c. and, in ooarding

fchools, a littit j1ar'lJing, are all ahfolute)y neceifary 

for the government of young people, on purpofe 

tllat he might make bOtll fchools, and fchool.mafters 

Qdious~, and thereby keep our world in ignorance;. for" 

ignorance is the heft means the Devil . ever· contrived, 

to keel' up the number of his f1Jbjeus in our world.. 
, 
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t. Corporal punifhments are not on1y hurtfu!, \1ft 
altogether unnecefliry, in fchooIs. Some of the .fl: 
celebrated and fuccesful tchool-ma(lers) that I have 

", 

bown, never ·made "fe -of them. 

9- The fear of corporal punifhmcnts, by debilitating 

~e body, produces a correfpcllding debility in the 

mind, whicb contraCls its capacity of acquiring know

Iedge. This capacity is en1arged by the tone which 

the milld acquires from the aCtion of hope, love, and 

'Confidenee up on it; and all tkfe paffions might eafi

ly be cherifhed, by a prudent and enljghtclled fchool

mafter. 
, 

IO~ As there fhould always be a certain ratio be. 

tween the ilrengtll of a remedy, 311d the excitability of " 

the body in .difeafes, fo there fhould be a fimilar ratio 

petween the force ,empJoyed in the governmerlt of a 

fchool, and t.11e ~apacitos ånd tempers of chiIdren. 

A kind rebuke, like frefh air in a fail1~ting fit,. is calcu

lated to aCt upon a YOllng milld with more effeCt, than 

ftimulants of the greateft power; \but oorporal punifh

ments level all capacities and tempere, as· qua~k-me

dicines do, all conftitutions a-nd .Qifeafes. Tlhey 

difhonour and degrade Dur fpecies; for they fuppofe a 
, 

total abfence of all moral "~nd inte~l6tl:ual feeling irol11 

ttle nlilld. Have \ve not of tell fecIl dull cllildre'l fild. 

denly improve, hy chaligin~ thcir fchools? The 

reafoIl is obvious. TI1J fueccsful teacIlcr o'nly 

4ccommo(lated his l11allner ~nd difciplille to the 

capacities of !lis fcl101~:r:J. 
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tt t. I conceive corporal punilhments, iø~a~d in 
a~ arbitrary manner, to be contrary to· the ·fpirit of 

li bert y, and that they iliould n~t be toleratecl in a fr~e 

government. 'Vhy fhould not children be prot~aed 
from vialence and injuries, as well as white and black 

~ 

fervants ?-Had I infiuence enough in ou~ le~illature 

to obtain on1y a fitlg1e law, it lhould be to ~aI:e the 

punifllment for ftriking a fchool boy? the lame as fer 

åffaultmg and beating an c:dult member of fociety~ 

to all thefe argumeots I know fome weU difpofed 

people will rep~y, tha~ the rod has received a divine 
commifIion from the facred Scnptures, as the inftru .. 

ment of correcting childrene. To this I anfwer that 

the ,.od, irrthe Ol~ ~eftam~nt, hy a very common 6gure 

in Rhetoric, !lands for punifhments of any kind, juft 

as the !wot-d, in the New TeftameRt, ftands for the 

faithfuJ and general adminiftratiorl of juftice, iri fuch
J , 

a way as is moft calculated to reform criminals, an~ 
. 

to preyent crlmes 

The fol1owing method of governing a fchooJ, l 
apprehend, would be atteIlded with muell better (f
fetts, thall that wllich I lltllye endeavoured to 1hew to 

be contrary to reafoll, humanity, religion, l i !>ert y, and 

the expcricnce of tll\! ~rifeft anti beft tcachcrs ill the 

world. 

Let a fchool-mafier ende:l,·our, ill tlle firft plate, to 

2cquire the cOIlfidence of his fcho]ars, bY:1 prudent 

deportment. l.et him learn to command his paffiona, 
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and tem~ ~ all times, in his fchool,-Let him lttat 

the nalfte' o~ the Supremc Being with reY~Dce, as 

orten as it occurs in hooks, or in ccnvcr&tioD with 
his .fcIJolars.-Let him exaa a ttfpeaful hebaYiour 
tOW2r~ himfelf, in hiJ fchDol; but in the intel.aIs~ 

fchOol ~~urs, let him treat his fcho)ars with gentJene(s 

and famitiårity. lE he fhould even join in thrir amufc

ments, he would not loofe» by his condeCcen60n, aUf 

part of his authority over thcm. But to fecure their 

afF~aion and r~fpea more pcrfca1y, let him, once ør 

twice a year, lar out a fmall fum of moncy in pen

knives, and books, and diftribute them among his fmo

lars, as rewards for pro6cinICJ in learning! and .for 

good bchaviour. H thefe prudcnt and popular meaf~ 

{hould fai! of preveating oftences at fchool, t~1l Id 

the {ollowiDg modes of puniihment be adopted. 

. J. Pri'flat~ admonition. By this mode of rebuking, 

we imitate the conduCl: of the divine Being towards his 

ofFending creatures, for his fitjl punilhment is always 

illflieled pritJote/r, by meaJ1S of the }lill voice of COD· 

fcic;nce. -.. -
.. 

2. Confinement after fchool-hours are ended; b'lt 

WiUl the knowledge of the parents of the children. 

3. Holding a fmall lign of dj~gr3ce, of any kind, in 

tIle middlc 4()f tlle floor, in tl1e prefence of a whole 

fchool. 
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If thefe punifhments fall of reclaiming a l.d boy, he 

fhould be difmiifed from lchool, to prevent his cor

ropting his Cchool-mates. It is the bufinefs of parents, 

and not of fchool-mafters, to ure the laft means for 

eradicating idlenefs and vice from their children. 

1"he world was created in love. It is fuftained by 

love. Nations and families that are happy, are made 

ro only by love. Let us extend this divine principle, 

to thore little communities which we call fchools. 

Children are capahle of loving in :1 higll degree. The)· 
, 

may therefore be govemed by love. 

The occupation of a fchool-mafter. is tru]y dignified. 

He ia, ne:tt to mothers, the moft important member of 

civil fociety. Why then is the re fo little rank con

neCled with that occ~pation ? Why do ,ve t!eat it 

with fo muell negleCl: or contempt? It is becaufe the 

voice of reafon, in the hUlnan heart, afrociates with it 

t}"e idea of defpotifm and violence. Let fchool-mafters 

ceafe to be tyrants, and they will foon enjoy the refpeCl: 

and rank, ,vhich are llaturally conn~ed witll their 

profuffi~. ". 

We are !~rony miftaken illlooking up wholjy to our 

goverllments, and e,'en to minifters of the gorpel, to pro

mote public and private order in fociety. Mothtlrs al1d 

fc~~oo!-mafrers plallt tI1C fceds cf nearly all the good 

and evil \\,1hicll exifl: ill our world. Its reformation 

D1Ufl therefore b~ begun ill nurferics alld ill fLllools. 

lf tlle ll~lbit~ wc acquirc there, were to have no illf1uencc 
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upan our future happiJlefs, yet the illfluenee they have 

upon our governnlents, is a fufficient reafon why we 

oug~t to introduee new modes, as well as new objeB:s 
of education into our c:ountry. 

y ou have lately been erriployed' in ~n ~ttempt to 

perpetuate our exiftence as a free peopl~, hy eftablifh. 

ing the mean,s of nati9naI credit .and. defenee ; • but 

thefe ·are feeb1e bulwarks againft fl ave ry , compared 

with habits of labour and virtue, diifeminated among 

our young people. Let us eftablifh fchools tor this. 

purpo(e, ill every townfhip in the United States,' and 

conform them to reafon, htlmanity, and the prefent 

flate of fcciety in Ameriea. Then, Sir, will the 

generations who are to. follow us, realize the precious 

ideas of the dignity atul excellence of republitan forms 

of government, which I weU recolJ.eCl: you cherilhed 

with Co much ardor,. in the beginning of the American 

revolution, and ,vhich you have manifefted ever {i.nee, 

both by your public and private condutl. 

'We fufFer fo much from traditional error of varioUl 

kinds, in education,l mora}s, and government, t}lat I 

Ilave been led to wifh, that it were poffible for us to 

have fchools eftablifhed, ill the United States, for r 

teaching the art of Jå,-getti'tg. I tllink three-fourtlls of 

all our fchool-maft(!rs, divines, and legiflators would 

.. Mr. Clymer \\'3S ont~ of the Repref\!ntati ves of Pennf~'lvania, in the. 

l1rft Congrefs of the linited States \vhich met iD New Yodt, in the. 

,,&ar r ,8,. 

• 
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profit very much, by fpending two or three y~ars in 

fuet, ufeful inftitutions. 

I An apology may feem nece1fary J not only for the 

length of this letter, but for fame of the opinions 

contained in it. I know how apt mankind are to 

brand tvery propofitioll for innovation, as vifionary 

·and Utopian. Bilt good men lhould not be difcouraged. 

by fuch epithets, from their attempts to combat vice 

and elTOr. There never was an improvement, in anr 
art ·or fcience, not even a propofal for melio~ting the 

condition of. man, in any age or country, that has not 

been confidered in the light of ",hat has been calledt 

fince Sir. Thomas More~s time, aD UllJpian Jche11U. 
The application of the magnet tO navigation, and of 
fteam to mechanical purpofes, hav.: both been. branded . 

as Utopian projetls. The great· idea in . the mind of 

Columbus, of exploring a new world, was lang viewed. 

ill moft of the courts of Europe, as the dream of å 

vifionary failor. But why do we go to an cient times, 

for proofs of important innovations in human affairs 

having been treated as Utopian fchemes. You and 

I rec,..!:le~ the time, when the abolition of negro fiavery 

in our ftatf, as alfa wllen tlle independente of the 

United States, and the prefent wire and happy confed .. 

eracy of our republics, ,;,erc: all corlfidered by many of 

our fober prudent m~n, as fubjeGts of an Utopia,; 
nature. 
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# '. 

ir tIlofe bellefaB:ors-.of mankind, who have levc1led 

niountains in the great road of human lire, by the 

difcoveries or labours whicll have bcen men.tionedj 

Jlave beeen ftigma tized with obloquy, i~ viGooary 

projetlors, why fhould an individual be afraid of 
fimilar treatment, who has only attempted to give to 
ihat råad, from its begir,ning; a B:raight direilion. 

If but a dozen men like yourfelf, approve of. my 

opinions, it will overbalanee the 0108: illiberal oppofi~ 

tion they may meet with, from all the Iearned vuJgar 
of the United States. 

. . 

For the benefit of thofe perfons who cOh~der OpinionS 
as improved, like eertain liquors, by time; and ·who 
are oppofed to innov~tions, only becaufe they did not 

occur to their anceftors, I {hall conclude my letter "~vith 

an anecdote of a minifter in London, who, after em

ploying a long fermori, ill controvertirig what IlC 

fuppofed to be all heretical opinion, concluded it with 

the following words, "I tell you, I tell you my bre..: 

e( thren,-I tell you again,-that an old error is bettet 

Cc thall a liew truth." 
Wlth great regard I am, 

Dear Sir, 

T our's lillcerelyt 

BENJAMIN RUSH~ 
Philadelphia; )Jugufi 20th; 1790. 
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P. 8. Since writing the above letter, an ingelliuu9 

Gcrlnan friend of mine has informed me, that a curious 

work has late1y 3ppeared in Germany, entitled, _ 'c A 

cc treatife on human mifery," written by a Mr. Salz

man, 2R enlightcned fchool-matter, in which a ftriking 

new is given of the mifery i~fliaed upon part of the 

human race, by the prefent abfurd, and eruel modes of 

conduB:ing educatioD in public fchoo)s. The author 
concludes fhis pan of his work, my friend informs me, 

with a drt.~ill, in which he beholds with ineffable jor, 
the avengiog angel defcftlding fro~ heaven~ and after

wuds coofuming in an immenfe bon fire , ceitaiitabftird

fchool-bot~ks, and 1lii tht ftrrults in the world. 



TaOl1GRTS UPON FDiALE EDVCATION, ACCO~MODAT

ED TO TRE PIlESEJlT STATE O)" SOCIETY, IIAMKEU, 

AND GO\.-EltNIIElfT, IK TJØ VlIJTED STATES 0,

AMEIlICA. ADDkESSEJ) TO TRE VISITOItS Ol'" TRE 

YOUJlG L&DIES' ACADDIY IK PHILADELPHIA, s81h 
Jl1LY, 1787, AT THE CLOSE OF TRE Q!JAllTEJlLY 

nAIIINATJOll, AlCD AlTERWAIlDS PV.Llsaø AT 

7BE ~<UJEST OF TIlE VIS I TOllS. 

-
CENT LEMEN, 

I HA VE yidded with diØidcnce to the (olicita~ 

tions of the Pri.~ipal of the Academy, in 
undertaking to exprefs mf re,ard for the profperit, of 

this ferdinary oflearning, by fubmitting to fOur c:andor, 
a few Thoughts u pan Femaje Education. 

The 6rft remark dlat I fhall make upon this fubjell, 
iSJ that female education fhould be a~commodated to the 

flate of fociety, manners, and go\"emment of the couu

try, in which it is cODduae~. 

This remark leads me at once to add"that the educati. 
on of young ladies, in tbis c\>untry, fhould be condulh:d 

upon principlea very different from wbat it is in Great 

Britain, and in fome re4.,eCls, different from what it was 
when we were part of a monarchical empire. 

There are feveral circumftances in the fituation, em. 
ployments, and dutics of \\·OJY.en in Anlc:rica, Wllicll 

require a peculiar mode of education. 
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, 
I. The early man·iages of our women, by contraCl:ing 

the time a1lowed for education, renders it nec81fary to 

contraCl its pJan, and to confine it chiefly to the more 

Uft;IUI branches ofliterature. 

Il. The ftate of property in Ameriea, renders it 

neccifary for the greateft part of our citizens to employ 

themfelves, in diff'~rent occllpations, for the advance~ 

ment of their fortunes. Tl1is cannot be done without 

the affiftance of (he f~!nale mertlbers of the community. 

They muft be the tte"rards, and g1:lardiaQs of their 

hulbands' property. That ed~catiol1, therefore, wil~ 

be moft proper for our womert, which teaehes them
o 

to 

difcharge tae du ties of thofe oflices with the moft 

fuccefs and reputation. 

I I I. Froln ~he nunlC~·OUS avocations from their 

families, to which profefIional life expofes gentlemen 

in Ameriea, a principJ.l fhare of the inftru8ion of-
• 

children naturaJly cle\'olves llpon the ,"'omel1. It be-

comes us therefore to prepare thcln by a fuitable 

educdtion~ for the difchlrge of this mon important duty 
of mothtrs. 

IV. 'fhe cqtlal fhlre tjl~t l_"Very citi~en has in the 

libcrty, and the poffible {har\! he lilay have in the 

governlnent of our country, nla!(C it 11'.:rcfiary tllat our 

ladies fhould be qualificd to a certain degree by a pecu-
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" liar alld fuitable ~dueation, to concur in inll:ruaing 

their fons in the principJes of libeIty and govemment. 

v. In Great Britain the bufinefs of fervants is a 

regular ocrupation; but in Ameri~a this humble nation 

is the ufual retreat of llnexpeaed indigence; hence 

the fervants in tIlis C011ntry po1fefs leis knowledge and 

fubordination than are required from them; and hence, 

our ladies are obliged to attend more to the private ~f. 
fairs of their families, than ladies generally do, of ~.e 

fame rank in Great Britain. " They are good fervants," 

faid an An1erican lady of difiinguifhed merit, • in a 

letter to a favorite (IaugJlter, § "who \vill do well witb. 
" . 

" good looking after." rfl11s circumftance iliould 

have great illfluenee llpon the nature afid extent ·of 

female education ill i\merica. 
. 

TIle bral1cllCS Gf litcrature mofl: eflential for a young 

lady in tlli~i COtlntr)', appear to be, 

l. A kIlowledge of the Englifu langllage. She 

fllould llot only read, but flJeak alld fpeII it correaly'~ 

An(l to enablc Iler to do thisJ ibe lhould be taught \ 

the Englilh granlmar, an(l be frequeIltly examitleU ill 

~pplying its rules in conlnlon COtl,~erfatioll. 

Il. Pleafure and intereft C;o11fpir~ to make the 

\\yritil1g of a fair and legible IlaIld, a nece1Tar,~ br:tncll of 

a t~dy·s e(lucation~ For this purpofe !lIe fllould be 

~ Mrs. Gl'æln~. 
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taught not only to {hca.pe every letter properly, bot to 

par the ftrill:eft regard to points and capitals.-

Ionce heard -of Cl man who profeiTed to difcover 

the temper and difpo6tion of perfO'lS by looking at 

their hand writing. Without enquiring into the pro

bClbility of tbis nory; I fhall only remark, that there 

is one thing in which all mankind agree upon this 

{ubjec!l:, and mat is, in cor.6dering writing that is blot. 

ted, crooked, or ilkgible, as a mark of vu)gar edua

tion. I know of few things more rude or illiberal, 

than to obtrude a letter upon a perfon of rank or hu6 .. 

nef&, which cannot be eafily read. Peculiar are 

fhould be taken to a~oid every kind of ambiguity ~d 

alfec:lation in writing nomes. I have now a letter in my 
poifefIion upon bufinefs, from a gent!eman of a liberal 

profeffion in a neighbouring flate, which I am. unable 

to anCwer, hecaufe I cannot dif(.over the name which i, 

fubfcribed to it. t For obvious reafons I would reCom-

• The ~refent mC\de of writing 311'l\)8g perfons of taft~ is to u(e a ca

pital le~ter on! y ior the firlt \\'ord of a {entente, and (or namf' of per{ons, 

pllces and month~, and f~r the tirft \vord of every line in poetry. The 

WOlds t'.ould be {o fbaped that a ftraight Hne m,'y be drawn bet\\~n tw~ 

lines, \\'ithou~ touching the extrcnlitåes of the words in cåther ofthem. 

t Dr. Franklm receivtd many letters ,\"hile he was ill Franre during 

the Amer:can war, from perf-Jos who wilhed to mi,rate to Amer;ca, ar;~ 

who appeared to poffefs knowledge and tJlcnt~ that would have been uie.· 

ful to his country, but their name'i were fubfcribed to their !etters in (o 

artificia! and affceted J manner, that he wa~ un:tblc to decypher them, and 
\ 

.f courfe, did not anfwer tLem. 
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lIlend the wtiång of the nrO: or chriftian name at full 

lcngth, where it does not con6ft (jf more than twa 

fyllablcs. Abbreviations of all kind in letter writing, 

which ahnys denote dther hatte or arldrneCs, Otould 

Jikewife be avoided. I hav~ only to add under !his 

head that the Jtali~n and inverted hands which are rcad 

,vith diØiculty, are by no mans accommodated to the 

atlive flate ofbu6nefs in Ameriea, or to the fimplici ... 

ty of th~ citizens of arepublic. 

Ill. Some knowledge of figures and book-keeping 

is ahfolutely neceffary to qualify a young lady for the 

duties which await her in this country. There are 

certaul oc~upations in \\,hich fhe mar affift her huIband 

with this know ledge ; 311d ~ould ~e furvive him, and 

agreeahly to the Cllftom of our country be the execu

trix of llis will, {he cannot fail of Jeriving immenfe 
~d,rantages from it. 

IV. An acquaintlnce with geography and Come in .. 

ftrucHon in chronoJogy \Vill enable a young lady to 

tead hiftory, biography, and travels, \Vith adv~ntage; 

and thereby qualify her not only for agelleral inter

courfe witJl the world, but to be an agreeable com

panion for a fenfibIe Inatt. '1"0 thefe branches of 
knowledge may be added) in fome inftances, a general 

lcquaintance with the firft principJes of afironomy 

natural philofophy and chemiftry, particularJy, \Vith fuch 

parts of them as arf.: calculated to prevent fuperflition, 

~y explaining the caufes, or cbyiating the effech nf 
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of natural eviJ, antI fuell, 3S are t~apable of bejng :lp': 
plied to domenic, anti culinary purpofes. 

v. Voca.l muLic fhould nev~r be JlegleCled, ill tlle · 
educatio1.1 of a young la<1 y, ill tllis COl:l1try. Bef:des 

preparing Iler to join in tllat part of public vvorfhip 

Wllicll C()!lfifts ill pfJlnlOd f, it will enable Iler to footlle 

tIle carcs of domeftic life. Tllc Jiftrefs and \'exatioll 

of a hulband-the noif\! of a nurfcy, aI1U, even, the 

the forrows that -~\"ill fometir41~S iIltru,le illto her OWll 

horom, may ali be relieveJ by a {(mg, where fou nd and 

fentim'~nt uriite to aCt upon tl1c nliIld. I hope it 

",ill not be thought foreign to tllis part of our fubject 

tO introduee a fad here wllich llas beell fuggeftt=d to 

me by my profeffion, and that is, that the excrc.ife of 

the organs of the breaft, by fingillg, contributes ,'ery 

rnuch to defelId them fronl thofe difeafes to wh~ch our 

climate; and othcr caufes, have of late expofed them.

OUT (;erman fello,v citizens are feldonl afHiCl:ed wiih 

confumptions, nor have lever known but one 1nftanc~ 

of fpitting of blood among them. 'fhis, l bdievc, is 

in part occafiOlletl by t}lC fl:rengtIl 'wllich tv.eir lunb~ 

acquir~, by exercifing tItenl frequeIltly iri vocal mufic, 

for this COllfiitutcs an eflential bral1ch of tlleir educati

on. 'l"he mufic-nlafit!r of our ac~delllY+ llas furnifllcd 

n1e ,~\rith an obfervatioll flill more ill favour of this 

0i,il1lion. I le illformed 111e that he Ilad kllown 

fevc:ral illftances of pcrfoIl~ '~vho were 1l:rongly dif
poL:t!d to the conf'umption, who were refiored to heaIth; 

by the mo(lcrate cxerdtc of their lungs in fingillg. 
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VI. DANCING is by no means an improper branch 

of edllcation for an American 1ady. It promotea 

health, and renders the figure and motions of the body 
eafy and agreeable. I anticipate the time when the 
refources of converfation fuall be fo far multiplied, 

that the amllfement of danc!ng {hall be wholly con

fined to children. But in our prefent flate of fociety 

and knowledge, I conceive it to be an agreeable fub .. 

ftitute for the ignoble pleafures of drinking, and 

gaming, ill our affemblie3 of grown people. 

VII. Tlle attention of our young ladies 1hosId be 

direCled, as roon as tlley are prepared for it, to the' 

reading of hiftory-travels-poetry-and moral e1ra}~s. 

TIlcfe ftudies are accommodated, in a peculiar manner, 

to tIle prefent frate of fociety in Ameriea, and when 
:il relifll is excited for them, in early life, they fubdue 

that paffion for reading novels, ·v!lich (o generally 

prevails among the fair fex. I cannot clifmifs this fpe-

eies of writing and reading without obferving, that 

the fllojeCl:s of novels are by no means accommodated 

to our prefent manners. They hold up l!fe, it is true, 

but it is not as yet l!fe in ,,\merica. Our paffions 

have not as yet " overftepped the modefty of nature.'· 

nor are they" tor ;0 tatters," to ufe. tlle. expreffions 

of tIle poet, by extravagant love, jealoufy, anlbition~ 
or revenge. As yet the intrigues of a Britifll J10ve), 

are as foreign to our manners, as the refiriements of 

Afiatic vice. Let it not be faid, that tl1-.! tales of dit: 

• 
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trers, which fill modern navels, have a tendency to 

Coften the female heart into aas of humanity. The 

faa is the reverfe of this. The aoortive fympathy 

which is excited by the recital of imaginary diftrefs, 

blunts the heart to that w}lich is real; and, hence, wc 

fometimes fee inftances of young ladies, who weep 

away a whole forenoon over the criminal forrows of a 

fiClitiotts Charlotte or W erter, turning with difdain 

at three o'clock from the light of 3 beggar, who fo .. 

licits in feeble accents or figns, a fmall portion only of' 

the crutnbs which fall from their fathers' tables. 

VIII. It will be necefl"ary to conneCl: aU thefe 

branches of education with regular inftruClion in the 

chriftian religion. For this purpofe the principles of 

the different feCls of chriftilns fhould be ta~ght anti 

explained~ and our pupils fhould early be furIlilhed 

with fome of the Inofi: fimple arguments ill favour of. 
the truth of Ghriftianity~. A portion of the bible 

(of late improperly banilhed from our fcJlools)fhould 
be read by them ever}~ day, and fuch queftions fhould 

be afked, after reading it as are calculated to impritlt 

upon their nlinds the, interefi:ing ftories contained in: 

it. 

RouiTeau' Ilas aIrcrte<l tIlat tlle great fecrct of C(!u-' 

cation confifts in" waftiTlg the tillle of uhild.rLll I~r() .. 

~ Bdron I-I"U~r"s lelters to his daughter on the lrl:t~\' or': he lhritlian 

,-eligion, and r)r. nr::\tie'~ ., evidencc~ of the chrilLan r~r,~iol1 briefly 

, and rl~inly 1t~ited 'I' ,ue cxcc..'llea: l1ttle traa~) and \\"cll aJapteJ for thi) 

purpo{,. 
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1itably. " There is {ome truth in this obfervation. I 

believe that we of ten impair their heaJth. and \\peakeQ 

their capcities, by, impotil1g ftudies upon them, which 

are not proportioned tO their years. But ,this objec

tion does Ilot apply to religious inftrqaion. There 

are certain fimple propofition~ ~n the chriftian religion, 

which are fuited in a peculia~ manner, ~ the infant. 

ftate of reafon and moral fenfibility. A dergyman 

of IOIIg experience in the inftr~aion of , oum t in· 
formed me~ that he always fou~ childr~n a~quiretl 

religious kriowledge more eafiJy than kno,vledg~ upon 

other fubje8s ; and that young girIs acquired this kind 
t . 

of knowledge Inore readily thoan hoys. The- female 

hreaft is 'the natural foil' of cllriftianity; and 'whiJe 

()ur women ~re tåught to believe its do8rines, and obey 
, . 

its prece'pts, the wit of Vo]taire~ and'the ftile ofBoling-
broke, will never be able to deRroy its infhiencc upon 

• • .aur Cltlzens. 

Iea111lot llelp remarkiIJg in this pl~ceJ tl1at chrif .. 
, l 

tianity exerts' tlle nloft frieil~l y illfluenee 'llpon' {cie·t\ce, 
'o " _ o - _ ' 

as wel1 as upon the morals alld nlanners of nllnkind. 

'Vhether trus beoccafioncd boy tlle Ull!ty .. q,f. truth, 

and tlle mutual affiftance wIllch truths up on different 

fubjeas affotd each other, or whether the faculties of 

tl)~ mind .. bc fllarpcl1ed atl{l corretlell by embra~ing 

thtl tr,uths of revclatioll, al1\1 tllcreb}· prep~red to in

veftigate and perceive trutl16 UpOJl other fubj\!8s, I 
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",in not determlDe, but I believe that the gte:tteft 

difcoveries in fciel1ce have heen. made by cllriftian 

philofophers, and tllC1t b'lere is the moll: kllowle<lge in 

thofe countries where there is the moll: chriftianity .• 

lf this remark be well founded, then thf.fe p12ilofophers 

who rejeCl: chriftianity, arId. thore cllriftiansj \\.'hethcr 

parents or fchool-mafters, who neg1cCl: the religious 

inftruClion of thcir children and pupils, rejti.C] :iDd Ilt

gleEi the moft effeCl:ual means of promoting kIIO\V

ledge in aur country. 

IX. If the meafures th3~ have been recommended 

for infpiring aur pupils vv~th a fenfe of ~eligiolls and 

moralobligation be adopted, the go\ye~ment of the~ 

will be eafy and agreeable. I ØtaJl only remark Ullder 

this head, th~t j1riElnefi of tiifcipline will always rend·tr 

fi~}e~ity unneceffary, all{l tllat there will be the mofi: 

inftruClion in that (chool, where there is tlle mon 

order. 
• 

I have fai4 nothing i~~ fa.vour of inftrumental mun~ 

as a ~ranch of female ed~catiol~, bcca~fe I cOllceive . 

• This i~ true in 'a p"eculiar mann~~r in the (,-:ieoce of meieclne. A 

·j'ou tg Scotth phyfician of enterprizing talents, who con~eived a U;.~l~ ide~ 

~f the ftat~ of ln~decine in the eaficrn countr:es, fpent twa years in enqui. 

lies after medical kno\vled~e in C'Jn,llantinople, and, Grand C~iro. On 

hjs return to Britain he confefi~J to all _A.n~ericdn phyfician '\fhom he met 

at Naples, that after all his refe:lrches and traveIs, he " had difcovered 

., ftothing except a fing~e (.la relative to l he plague, th .. t he though, 

" worth remembcring or con~m~nic~tillg." l'he fC!('}:lce of medeeine i'l 

China according to the accounts of De Halde i:i i.l as impcrf~\.1: a llJte 31 

a~ng the Ind:.os of ~ortb An1crica. 
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it is by rIo means accommodated to the prefent ftate 

~f fociety and manners ill Ameriea. The price of 
mufical inftru-nents, -and the extTavagant fees de

manded by the teacoos of inftrumental muuc, form 

but a {mall part of my obje8ions to it. 

To perform well, upon a mufica! iaftnunent, re .. 

.quires much time and lang praClice. From two to four 

hOllfS in 3 day, for three or faur years appropriated 

to m~fic, are an inlmenfe dedutlion from that {hort 

period of time \\,Jlicll is allowed by the peculiar -circum

ftances of our country for the acquifition of the ufeful 

braIlches of liter·ature that have heen mentioned. Bow 

many ufeful ideas might be picked up in thefe honrs 

froDl hil1:ory, pllilofophy, poetry, _ aRd the numerous 

moral effays with which our language abounds, and 

bow -nlucll more would the kl1owle~ge acquired upon 

tl1efe f\lbjc8s add to the CQDfequence of a lady, with 

iler hufband and \\·ith fociety, than ~he beft perf~rmed 

pieces of mufic upon a harpficot'd or a guittar ! Of the 

many ladies \VhODl we ii:tV~ !~no,"·11, \\yho hilve fpent 

the moll: important ycafs of their lives, in lt:arning to 

play upcn infiruments ~)f nluiic, 110\~I" fev; ()f them do 

we fee amufe themfelves or their friends \vith them, 

after they become miflrcffes of families' :.['heir harp

ficllords ferve only as fide-boards for t]lcir parlours) 

,and prove by their filence, th,lt neccffity 3Ild circum

fial1ces, will always pre\'ail ·over fafllion, arl,l falf~ 

JnaXi~l\S of ec!u~ation. 
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Let it not be fappofed from rhefe obfervations that 

I am infenfible of the cIlarms of inftrumental muGe, 

er that I wiill to exclude it from the education of a 

lady where a mufical ear irrefiftably difpo(es to it, and 

a8luence at the Came time affords a profpeCl: of ruch 

~ exemption from the ufna) cares and duties of the 

miftrefs of a famiJy, as wilJ enable her to praClife it. 
Thefe circumftances· fOrm an exception to the general 

condutl: that fhould arife upon this fubjeCl, from the 

preCent ftate of fociety and manners in Ameriea. 

. It, is agreeable to obferve how diflerelU:ly moden! 

WIi~rs, and the infpired author of the Proverbs, 

defcribe a fine woman. The former confine tIleir 

raifes chiefly to perfonal charms, and orn·amental ac

complifhments, while the latter celebrates 0111y the vir

ttleS of a valuable miftrefs of a falnily, and a uf6ful 
• 

mem·ber of fociety. The Olle is perfeCl:ly acquaiIlte~ 

_ith all. the fafuiønable languages of Europe; the 

othet, " OpeI1S her mouth with wifdom" 811d is per

ie81y aequainted with all the ufes of the needie, the 

diftatf, and" the 100m. The bufinefs of the one, 

is. pleafure; the p]eafure ()f tIte ()ther, is bufitlefs. 

'fhe on.e is admired abroad;. the other is honoured 

and beloved at llome. " Her childreIl arif~ up aZId 

.. call her bleffed, Iler hufualld alfa, and Ile praifetllller ." 

'!"llere is no fanle in tlle world equal to tIlis; llor is 

there a note in. muGe half fo deJightful, as th~ refpeCl:

fu'l langtlage \\Plth Wllicll a gr,lteful fon or (l~~ugllter 
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perpetuates tile nlemory of a f\!nfible anll affe8:ionate 

mother. 

It fhould not furprize us that Britifh cuftoms, with 

refpeCl to fenlaIe education, have been trallfplanted 

into aur American fchools and families. We fee marka 

of the tame illcongruity, of time and place, in nlany 

other thingso W e behold our houfes aCCOIr Jdated to 

the climate of Great Britain, by eaftern and weftern 

direCtions. W e behold our ladies panting in a heat 

of ninety Jegrees, under 3. h·at and cufllion, w hich were 

calculated for tIle temperature of a Britifh fummer. 

We behold our citizens condemned and pUl1ifhed hy 

a criminal law,. which W3S copied from a C01Jntry, 

where maturity in corruption renders public executiorts 

a part of the amufements of the nation. It is higJl. 

tinle to awake from this fervility--to ftudy our OWII 

charatl:er-to exa mine the age of -our country ....... and 

to adopt manners in every thing, that fua]) be accomo.-r 

(lated to our flate of fociety, and to the for:l1s of our' 

government. In particular it is il1cumbent UPOll us ta 

make ornamental accom'pliiliments yield to principles~ 

4tnd knowledge, in tlle educatioll of our \VOnlen. 

A philofopller once fai,l "let me make all the bal .. 

c, lads of a country arid I care not \vho lnakes its laws."· 

He might with more propriet y have faid, let the ]adies' 

of a country be edu(,:lted properly, and they will 

)Jot OJ11y nl:!4ke and aenlinifter its laws, but form its· 

manners and cllaraCter. It would r~quire a liveJy 

imaginaitoll to defcrib~) or even to comprehenJ, tb! 
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happincfi of:t COllntry', \,-11cre kno\vlcdge and \,irtue,. 

were gellera))y ditfufed amoilg the female fex. Our 

young m=n \\"ould th~n be reftrained from vice by tl1e 

terror of beir.g baniihed from their compan}9. The 

loud laugIl, anJ the maligl1lnt fOlile, at the expcnce 

of innocellce, or of per[()n~l illurmities-the feats of 

fuccefsful mimickry-and the low priced wit, wllich 

is borrowt!(l frOin a mifJppJication of fcripture phrafes, 

would no more be confider~d as recommendations 

to the fociety of the l:tdies. A double clltendre in 

their prefenre, wOl11d then exc:ude a gentleman forever 

from the comp:tny of both fcxcs, all(l prohably oblige 

him to feek an afylum from contenlpt, in a foreign 

country. The illfluenee of female education \,"ould 

be flill more exteJlfiv~ and ufeful in domcftic life. 

The obligations of gentlemen to qualify thenlfe}\ycs 

hy knowledgc and induftry to difcharge the duties 

ofbt>ne\'o!ence, would be encreafcd by m.1rriage; and 

the patriot-the hero-:md the Jcgiflator, would find 

the fweeteft reward of th~ir toils, in the approba

tiQll and appI~1l1[C of t~leir , ... !vcs. Childretl \\POlt)(1 (lif

co\rcr tlle In:lrk:i of materl~~l prUdeJICe and ",ifdonl 

1:1 e\·~ry it~tif)JJ of lif\! ; for it has bcen rell1arkell tIl=tt

rhere }lave heet1 fc\v great or gODtl mell \vho have not 

l)een blefi~d witll ,vile alld prudc'nt lnothers. Cyrus. 
'1'"P:lS t:lugllt to revcre tlle gods, l>y llis mother MandaJle 

-S--lmucl \\"as (levotc(l to llis prophetic oilic~ before lle 

\',"~lS borIl, bv his mot!lCr HanJl:lll-Confl:alltille \\rlS-
-

r,;[cllcJ from P:l~~:U1iflll by his mother CO!lfiantia-:md 

Eth,,;ml rlh.: !hth inh.:rit'.=J thofe grcat ~mJ excdknt 
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qu~lities which made 11iln tIle delight of the age in 

\,,11icll Ilc lived, from his mother, lady Jane Seymo1.lr. 

l\Iany other inftances m~ght be mentioned, if neceffary, 

from anciel1t ånd modern hiftory, to efiablifh the 

trut)l of this propofition. 

I am not ~11thufiafl:ical upon the fubjcCl: of educati

on. In the ordinary coutfe of human a·ffairs, we {hall 

probably toa foon follow the footfteps of the natiollS 

of Europe in maJlnerS and v~ces. The firft marks we 

fuall perceive of our declenfion, will appear anlong 

our WOlnen. Their idlel1efs, ignorallce, and profli

gacy will be the harbingers of our ruin. Then will 

tllc charaCl:cr and performance of a buffoon on the 

theatre, be the fubjeCl: of more converfation and praife, 

thal1 the patriot or the 111inifter of the gofpel ;-then 

will our languagc alltl prollUnciJtioll be er.fecbl~d and 

corrupted by a flOOt! of Frcllch and ItaliaIl \\"ord$ ;-then 

,vill the lliftory of romantie anl0urs, .-be preferred to the 

pure and immortal ,\"ritings of Addifon, Hl,vkef\vorth 

and ]ollnfoll ;-tllen V\"ill Otlr cllurches be negleCl:ed, 

and tlle name of the fuprelne being never be 

called upon, but in profane exc1amations ;-then will 

our Sundays be appropriated, only to fe':lfts and 

COllcerts ?-and thell will begill all that train 'of 

oomcftic and political rabmities But, I forbear

rrlle profpeCt is fo paillful, tllat IeaIlllot help, li. 

lently, implorillg the fTrcat arl)iter of humall, af· 
o • 

flirs. to interpofe his ~l]mighty goodnefs, and to de-

N 
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liver us from thefe eviJs, tIlat, at Jean: one {pt'f 

of the eartl1 rna,- be referved 2:5 :l monument of the 
J 

elfeCl:s of good education, in order to {he\v in fome 

degree, \vhat our fpecies W;lS, before the fall, acd what 

it fuaJl be, after its refioration. 

Thus, gentlemen, hav~ I brieflly finifhed what I 

propofed. If I am" wrong in thore opinions in which 

I have takell tlle lib~rt}' of departing from general and 

fafhonable habits of thinking, I am fure ytlu wilI dif-

cover, and p:lrdOll my miftlke 5. But if I am right, I 

am equ31ly fure you will adopt my opiniolls; for to 

enlightened nlina3 truth is alike acceptablc, wllether 

i"t eomes from the lips of age, or the hand of antiquity, 

or whether it be obtruded by a perfon, who has no 

other claim to attetItion, than a defire of adllillg to the 

ftock of human happincfs 

I ~annot difmifs tIte fubjetl of Eem-ale education· 

without renlarking, that the city of Plliladelphia firft 

faw a lUunber of gentlemen a:lfociated for the purpofe 

(Jf direEHng the education of young ladies. By means 

~f this plan, the power of teachers is regulated and 

rcftrained', alld the objeCl:s of education are ~xten(te~l. 

By the feparation of the f~xes in tIle unformed {late 
~ 

of their manners, female deliclcy is eherilhed and 

preferved. HC!re the young ladies may cnjoy all the 

litel'ary oHlvantagcs of a boarding-fehool, and at the 

€ame time lh,c Ullc.ler the prote8ion of their I~l .. 



• 

Tcntstt • Here ~mulation may be excited ",ithout 

jealoufYJ-ambition without envy;-and competition 

\vith lut ftrjfe. The 3ttcmnt to eftablifll thif new 
A . 

Jnode of education for YOUllg ladies, was an exp~

m~!~tJ and the fuccefs of it hath anfwered our ex

peCl:atio:ls. Too much praife cannot b\! givel1 to 

our principal t and his affiftal1ts, for the abilities ~tld 

fidelity with which they halle carried the plan into 

executioll. rrlte proficiency \vllicll the YOllng ladies 

ha\~e difcov~r~d in readiub-writing-fpeliillg-arith

metic-~::tmnlar-geogr3phy-mufic-al1(1 their dif

fer::nt cltechif31:;, fi!lce the l~ft examindtioll, is a lef! 

equivocal 1~3rk of t!te merit of our teachers, than 

any t~lillg I ~nl able to exprefs in tJleir favour. 

But the r;!put.:.t:Oll of tIlt: acadelny muft be fufpended, 

till t.~e public ar~ CO!1''':1,~cd, by tl1e future conduCl 

Q!ld cl~lrlaer of our l)upils, of tl1e adv~ntages of tJ1C 

illftitutiJI1. rr(} }·~u, t!l~rcfo:-c, Y OUNG LADlES, an 

iJnport~~:lt probl\!lll is con1a1itted for lJlutlo:l; and tIlat 

iå, whcther Dur prefeIlt plall of e(!uc:lt:Oll be a wife one, 

~n{l whetller it be c~!cu!at~d to prepare you for the 

duties of focial ~,n{l (1{)nlrfii.c Ji~e. l kll0\\-" tllat tl1e ele

vltioll of tIle fenla)\~ 1111Ild, bv' nleans of nlor;.l, 
• 

~ " lTnna tu,c\l confi·lcm.:'n~ t:1~k!'~ d Y'JU~!a \\'orr.an etnllrace ''J;~~ avi

" dit y cvcry p!e:!furc \vh.:n !h~ !S '·l-: i~cc. 'ro reii:h u.)lncft~~ lif~, on\! 

,~ .null be acq~la!ntcd \vit!\ ;~ ; f lr ;: 13 ia the b~)~f~ of lH:r parents a young 

" \\o:),nJn aC'lqircs the rc:iO\.'t' L(~.·J K.ti~~'; th()u~J1ts llpon education. 

and the culture of the h~lrt. 
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·phyfical and re1igious truth, is con6dered by fome 

men as unfriendJy to the domefiic charlCler of a 

woman. But this is the prejudice of litt)e miods, and 

fprings frem the fame fpirit wJlich oppofes the ge

neral diftUfion of knowledge among the citizens of 

our republics. If men belic\Te tlllt igllorancr is 
favourable to the government of the femaie {ex, tJley 
are certain1y decei\?ed; for a weak and ignorant 

woman will always . be go,·cmed with the greateft 

difliculty. I have fometimes been led to afcribe the 

invention of ridiculous and expenfi ve fafhions in fe

male drefs, entirely to tlle gentlemen-, in ~r to 

divert the ladies from improving their mlnds, and 

tl1ereby to fecure a more arbitrary and uI11imited 

autllority over them. It ""ill be in your power, LI\DI~S, 

to correa the miftakes and pr3~ice of our fex up

on thefe fubjcCts, by demo11ftrating, that tIle feInale 

temper can only be governed by reafon} alJd that . 

the cultivation of reafon in uromen, is" alike friend

ly to tlle order of nature, and to rrivate as wcll as 

public happinfs. 

* The very expenfi \·e rrint) nf f,~ma!c drcfr~s \\Ohjch are rublilhed 

lnr.ually in France, are in':ented a:ld (xecu~erl ,\'h('lJ)'b~ r.ENT L[MK~ •. 
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t\ DEFESCE OF TRE USE OF THE BIBLE AS A SCHOOL 

BOOK. ADDRESSED TO THE Rel. JEREMY BELltNAP, 

OF BOSTO~. 
• 

DEAR. SIR, 

IT is now (evera) months, fint:e I promifed to 

give you my reafons for preferring the hible 

as a fchooI book, to all other compofitions. I fhall 

flot trouble YOll witb an· apology for my delaying ro 
lang to comp)y with my promife, hut {hall proceed un. 
mediately to the fubje8: of my letter • 

Before I Rate my arg\\mellts in favour of teach

ing c]lildren to read hy means of the bibI~, I {hall 

aflume the five following propofitions.; 

I. That chrillianity is the only true and perfeC\. 

religion, 2Jld thJt in proportioll as nlankilJd adopt its 

principles, and obey its precepts, tlley will be wiCe, and 

happy. 

Il. That a better knowledge of this religion is to 

be acquired by readillg the bib!e, tllan in any othcr 
way. 

III Tllat tIle bib!e contains l~lorc knowledgc necef

fary to malI in his prefent {tate, than aoy otllcr book 
ill the ,,'orlll. 
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IV. rrhat kllO\vledge is nlofl: dllrablc, and reiigioul 

inftruCl:ion moll: ufeful, vrl1en imp:trted ill early life, 
• • 

v. That the bible, ",hen not read in fchools, is 

feldom read in any fubfequent period of life • 
• 

1\fy arguments ill f~yor of the uf(~' o~ tho bible as a 

fchool book are founded, I. In the ~011ftitution of the . 
hunl~n minde • • 

I. The melno~y is the firft. faculty \yIlich opens in 

tlle millds of clliidre:i. Of how much (Onfcqtlence, 

then, matt it b~, to imprefs it ,vith the great truths of 

cl1riitianity" bef(lre it is pre-occupied \vith lefs intercft

il1g fubjeas ! A~ al! tlle liquors, "rhicll are poured 

into a cup, generally taUe of t!1at w11icll firft fi]Ied it, 

fo all the kno~rledge, \vl1icll is added to t!lat ""hicll is . 

treaf\lred 'up in tile memory from tlle bi ble, generally 

rectives an ~greeab!e and ufcful tinlture from it. 

2. Tllere is a llcculiar ~ptitude in tlle millds of chil

()re11 for religious kIlowledge. I ha\re conf1:antly found 

thCl11 ill the firft fix or fevell years of t}leir lives, more 

illQuilitive uporl rcligious fubjea~, tI1an upon any 

otl1crs: an(l an ingcnious inftruc:lor of youth has 

i!1formc(1 me, that Ile 11as fOUllll YOllng c}lil(lrcJl more 

cal>ahlc of receiving juft i,ieas ur/on t11e mon: difficult 

tenets of religioll, tllan lll'lon tllC nlofl: fiml,!e br~llclles 

of llunlall kno\\'Iedge. It ,voul(l be 1tral1ge if it \\t~erc 

otllervv'ifc; for (-;0(1 ereates all llis nlcal1S to fuit all l1is 

fl1ds. ~rl1cre nlufi: of courf(! be a fitllcfs bct\y~en tll~ 
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human mind, and tIle trutIls which are tffentiaJ to its 

happinefs. 

3. The illflueIlce of prtjlldi{·t' is derived from the im .. 

preffions 1 Wl1ich are made UP0:l the mind in early lue; 

prejudices are of t\'YO killds, true and filIre. In a world 

where folfe prejudices do fo nluch mifchief, it WOlild 

difeover great \,·eaknefs not to oppofe them, by Cucb :1S 

are trut .. 

I grant that mal1Y men have rejeEted the prejudices 

rlerived from the bible: bvt I believe 110 man ever did 

fo, without having bcen made wifi'r or [,d/er, by the 

early operation of thefe prejudices upon his minde 

Every juli: principle that is to be fOUIld in the writings 

of Voltaire, is borrowed from tIle Bible: and tJ!e m~ 

rality of the Dei.fi:s, which h:15 becll ro much admired 

and praifed, is, I believe, in n10ft cafcs, the effeCl: of 

halllts, produced by early infiruCl:ioll ill the prillt:iples 

of cllri11:ianity. 

4- We are fubjelt, by a gencral1aw in our l1atures~ 

to what is called hahit. Now if tlle ftudy of the fcrip

tures be neccffary to our Ilal}piil~fs at any time of our 

lives, the fooner we bcgin to read thenl) tIte more we 

fllaII be attachcd to them; for it is pccllliar to all tlle 

:laS of Itabit, to becoll1c ca fl· , ilrollg and ag.reeable by 
- . repetitlon. 

s. It is a law ill ()ur natllre~, that \\re remember 

/olllØ tlle kno\vlc(lge \\·e .acquire by tlle greaten llumbef 
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of our f~llf~s. No\,· a kno,,' leclge of the contents of 

tIle hible, is acquired ill fcho~JI by tllc aitl ~f tllC t)'t'S 

:llld the etll·S; for cllildrell aft~ \ gettillg their leftons, 

always fay tl~Cll1 to their mafters il) aJl a!ldible voice ; 

of cOllrf~ thi:f\! is a pr\!fumptiol1., that tllis knowledge 

\\yill be retJ.ined ffillCh l~rlg~r tIlall if it had heen acquir

ed in 3ny other Wa}F. 

6. The intcreftiJlg e.·ent3 and (~haraClers, recorded 

and defcribed in the Old and Ne\v Tefiaments, are 

accomodated abo'ge all others to l~ize UPO!1 all the 

faclllties of the min,ls of children. 'fhe ullderftand. 

ing, the nlemory, tllc ill1agillation, ,olle p~f1ions, allU 

the Dlora} powers, are all occafionally addreffed by the 

various incidents whicll are contailled in thofe diville 

hooks, infomuch that not to be deligl.ted witll them, 

is to be devQid of cv~ry priJ1Ciple of plea fure that exifts 

in ·a found minde 

7. Therc is a r:ati,"c love of ;',·uth i 'l t!le human 

lnind. Lord S11afte{bury fays, thlt: "tru:h is fo c()n

" genial to nur minds, that ,\pe love evcr.\ the jhlldow 

'c of it :" :tnd llorace, i:l his rules for eOl 'lpofing a.n 

epick pocln, enablinll!~ t~i.e falne law in Oltr nltures, 

bl' a(lvifing tlle 'l fiClioll5 ill poetry to refemb'e truth." 

Now tIl\! biblc contJil1S lTIOrC trllt!ls tllan a,y otller 

book in tl1e \vorld: fo true is tlle telliln()n y tllat it 

bears of God in }iis \\"orl~s of creatioll, Ilrovi<lc11CC, al1d 

r(!dCll1ption, that it is calle(l truth itfelf, 11Y \\~ay (..'f pre

~n1int:nce abovc tllil1g~ tllat are Oilly finlply true. l-Iow 
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1~)rcib:y ale we firuck witll the evidence" of truthJ in 

tlle lliflory of the J C\\1S, above what \ve difeover in the 

11iftorv of other natioIls? Where do we find a hero, 
~ 

or an 11ifioriall record llis own fau]ts or vices except in 

the OIll ~l'eftlmcnt? Indeed, my friend, from fome 

:lccounts ",llich I have read of the American revolution, 

I begill to grow fccpticlI . to all hiftory except to that 

which is contained in the bible. ·Now if this book be 

known to contain nothing but what is materially true, 

the mind will l1aturally acquire a love for it from this 

circumftance: and from this afteB:iol1 for the truths of 

of the bible, it wiII acquire a. difcernment of truth in 

otller books, an(l a prefcrel1ce of it in all the tranfaCl:ion$ 

of life. 

VIII. There is a \v·on(lerful property in the 111elnory, 

which enables it in old age, to 14ecover tlle knowledge 

it had .acquired ill early life, after it had been appa

rently forgottcll for fort y or fifty y'ears. Of llow much 

confcquence, thetl, 111Ufi it be, to fill the nlilld \vith 

tllat fpecics of kno\vledge, ill chil(lhood alld youth, 

whic}l, ·\\,llGll recalled in the <.leclille of life, will f upport 

tl1~ foul ul1ller the infirmities of age, alld flnooth the 

avenues of approaching deatt't? The bible is the only 

l)ook \\~11icll is capable of aftording this fUl'port to old 

age; and it is for tlli~ reafon tllat we find it rcforted ,... 
to witl1 fu 111ucll <liligellcc and pleafllre by fucli {)Id 

pcople as 11lVC rca(l it ill early life. I CJ11 recollect 

rnallY ir..f1~lnces of tl1i~ kil1tl itl pcrfon:i \\'110 Jif~ovcrcd 

() 
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no attachtnent to the bib!e, ill the Ineridian of thelf 

lives, ,,-ho 113ve 11Clt\vithfi::lnding, (pent the evelli!1[! of 

them, ill reading no ,,:htr h~Qk. The )lte Sir Joh!1 

Pringl\!, Phyfici~n to tr.e ~~en of Gre:tt Brit~ill, 

. after pai1i:lg :l IO:Jg life in camps alld at court, clofed 

it bv fru tVill~ the tcri~turec;. S\) ;l!1xious \~:li he to 
• I '"' Å 

increafe llis knowledge ill the!ll, that he wrote to Dr. 

Michaelis, a learlled profe1fer of divinity in Germany J 

for an explanation of a difficult text of icripture, 2 

1hort time before his death. 

IX. My fe~ond ar~ument in fa,·our of tlle uie of the 

bible in fchool~, is foundcJ upon ;tIl impJied comm:Uld 

of God, and upon th~ praClice o-r fevenl of the \vifeft 

Jl1tions of the worid.-Ill th: 6th t:l1Jllter of Deu-
~ 

teronomy, \\"'C hIld the fo1Io\\ring words, wllich are 

direCl:ly to my purpofe, "And thon {halt )o\J>e the 

" Lord thy God, with all thy heart and with all thy 

" fodl, and with all thy might. And thefe words_ 

" '.vhich I commatld thce tllis J;1Y {hall be in thine 

"heart. AiAd thou .foalt tcach them diligmtly :mto th)' 

" child,-en, and fllalt talk of tllcm wllen ttlOU fittet! in 

" thine houfe, and wh~n thau w;llkeft by the way, 
" and \,,, Ilen tlloU lic:fi dO\\'li, art"i wl1cn thou l-ileft 

" up." 

It ~l)peJrs, lTIOrCOVer, fron} tlle jliflor}~ cf dle J (:"~·S' 
that tItey tkuriihcd :15 a nation, iR propartion :!s the: 
}loll(,urt:ll ~!nci r~"(i tIle books of l\Ioft:s, \\·11:(;}1 CClltai!l

cd) a \vrittl:Jl rc:v( laticl1 of tlle \\"ill of God, to ll~c ",ilil .. 
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drcn of nlen. The Iaw ~~as 'lot on]y ncgletl:eti, b\lt 10ft 

lillring tlle gellrral proftigacy of tn311!lerS .,,·hic!l accom

panied tlle lor:g 311d wicke<) rcign of l\fanalfah. nut the 

diico"·Cij- of il, i.l t:iC ruhbifil of the telnpl~, by J ofiah, 

311(1 its fubi~queil: gCil\:rcil ufe, were fol1o\\-cd by a re. 

turn cf national ,·jrtuc and profpcrity. "r \! reld 

furtller, of the W'onllcrful eff~~as \v~lich tl1e reading 

of the Jaw l,y i~r:t, afrer hIS return fronl his clpti\"'iy 

in B3hylon, Jlad upon the ]e,\rs. 1'heJF hung upon llis 
Jips ,,"ith tcars, alld fho\,Fed. tl,c fi&cerity of tl1cir re-

pentance, by their gellera1 r~furmatioJl. 

The l\!arning of tlle JC\\s~ ft)r llllny YC:lrs 'confifted 

in notl!!llg but a kno,,-Iedge of ttle fcriptures. Tl-,efe 

u·ere the text hooks of ali tl1e inftruuion that ,vas 

gi\gell ill the fcJlools of t!le!r prop!lctS. It "ras by 

.:. ::..ns of tl1is gel1eral kll0\,rled~e of tl1cif 1;!\\F, th3t 

ti:ofc J CVI;S LI1:!! \\·aJlå:rcll from J ud~~ iiltO our COUll

tri~3, c::rrietl ,,-it}l t]lcnl :l11\.i l~rt)i~ag~ted certlin illeas of 

tl:~ true: God 2111011g all t!H~ c ~\"ilizcd 11.it:OI1S UPO!l tlle 

face of tlle e~rtl1. i\lltl it \\·as fror~l tile attacIllllcIlt 

tltey retcli:l~d to the oM T ~ibmrnt, that th.:y procuft"cl 

a rfJIIIlation of it illto lll~ Gt~"~'k 1_111~U~(ye, after thcv . "-.. ~ . 
loft tIle I-!~l~rc\v tvJ1~UC, llv t!icir IOllfr abft:llce frol~l 

.. ti (:) 

tIleir nl~:v~ C()llnt;·y. rrbe u~ility (~f tl11$ tr311flatioli, 
1 ,. l· r - -,. -1- · 1 comnlo:11Y Ca~i~c. til~ l\...l~tlL~l,~jJit, Il! J~lCl.!!:!'ll'g t l~ pro-

grt!f"i of t!lC g~)fl),-"l, is ,\"~l: J :1·~·.:·;1 to ~tll \\·110 are ;!c-
" J • \ J le l .. ,. " r t 1 -!l-qU:1Jl1t~(1 \\Flt!l t 1(~ Lf~;·'!-:· ,-.: 1 ::~ {lr.\ a!~\.' l)~ t.h; l'~:r\'"l.ltl 

el~urcll. 
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But the betlefit~ of :in early and general acquaiJltarlce 

with the bi'ble, were not tonfincd 0111y to tlle J ewifh 

nations. They have 2ppeared ill mal1Y COlIJltries in 

Europe, fince the refornlation. The indlJfl:ry, and 

habits of order, \\t"hich diftinguilh many of tlle GermJn 

nations, are d:,~rivell from tIleir early inflruEl:iol1 irl the 

principles of cl1riirianity, by lTICJllS or tlle bible. Tllc 
moral atl(i cll1ighte;lcd charilEl:cr of tlle inhabit~Lnts cf 

Scotland, and of the New Ellg13nll States, appea"rs to be 

derived from the falne cau~? J f ,\~e defcertd from 

Ilatiol1S to fetts, \\pe filall Glltl tllenl \v'ife alld profperous 

in proportion as tIley become early aC(luaillted \\rith the 

fcr'11tures. The bible is [till ufed as a felloo! book 

anlO!lg tl1e quakers. '-fhe morality of tl1is fea of 

chrifiians is tllli"vcrfllly aCkl10\vledged. Nor is tllis all, 

-thcir prudence in tlle nlan3gelnellt of tJleir privlte 

afFairs, is as l11ucll a n1ark of their fociety, as t]leir [ober 

mal111er~. 

I wifh to be CX( ufe,l for rCr){~ating Ilcre, t]lat if tIl e 

bible did not convey a fingle direC1ion for tIle attain

mellt of iuture happincfs, it f110uiJ be rCJd ill our fcll00ls 

ill preference to all otlL~r books, froll1 its contaitling tIle 

grcatcft portioll of tl1at kitl(l ()f kllO\vledge w!licll is cal

culate({ to I;ro(!ucc pr~Y:lt~ :lllll publick tC11111 (.ra! h:ip

pinefs. 

1 

n:·.:'.' . · 1 fl- · , · ! : l j • t! n.1 ~ l n ~ r ~11 r s , nut In 
, . . 

rCIl,~ iOll 
c..) 

rikc\~.~;!~·, (.~.I:.~\, b~':C:lu[~ " ,r~~ (lo llot kJl()\V tl1(' fcr~rtarc~~." 
, ~ ~ , , (\ ., .... "., (' ("1 .',. .r ~ I .'1. C' 11"\ " .' \ :- ",, I, '. ~., , 1 .... · '-), f.} \ ,. -n " · _, .• ' "t ,. , 1 "'. ',' I • I.: \, A. l ( ,.. ..,. ; , I ~ .. o t. J ' .. c," ~ (I L, , III t 1111 .' 
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;lrife chief!y from their being mOle in{lr1l8~d in C:lte

ch;fms, cre-eds) ~nd cOHfcHions of faith, than in the 

frripturcs. Immcllft! truths, I be1i~\'e, are concealed in 

them. The time, I have no doubt, will come, when 

poLl:erity will view and pit)" our ignor:mce of thefe 

truths, as lllUC]\ as \\re do the igriOra1.1Ce of the difcipies 

of Gur SaviOllr, '\9110 kn:\v 110thing of tlle meaning of -

thore plain plffilges in the old teftament which wcre 

daily fulfil1ing before their eyes. Whenever that time 

Olal] arrive, tIlofe trutIls w}licll 113\rc cfcaped OUf n.otice, 

or, if difcovered,have beell thougl1t to be oppofed to each 

otllcr, or to lle il1COllfitlent witIl tl1~mfel\~~s, ~'ill theI1 

like tl1e fiO!1CS ()f Solomon's tClnplc, be found [o exacrly 

to accor(l \\7itll cacllotl1er, tl1at tl1cy illall be CClnent

cli v/ltl10ut 110ife or force, into oat; fil11pl~ and fublim~ 

fyftcm of re lit~ic!l. 

E f l ,. 1-· b · , · 
- lit urt 'l(\r, ,,"e crr, llot on:y III re 19l011 ut 111 11111 -

lofophy likc\\·ife, l.,ecaufc \"e " do 110t kll0W or 1, .. >fit'V( 

" tlle [crilJttlrcs." 'I'11e [CiCllCC . ., l1Jve been c01TI11ared 

t o a c i r c I c of \v 11 i C 11 re l i g i o 11 C o 111 P o [c s a 11 art. TOll n der

fiaIlll al1Y OIl\: of tllCll1 l)Cl fc'..} l y it is ncc~ 11:1ry to ha-re 

{'oine kl:O\\·lcdgc of tl-lenl all. l~acnl1, 110)" l,~, all(l N c.)\vton 

inclullc(l tl1c f~r~l)t\lrC~ ill t!i.e in<}uiriL'S to \\·}1ic!1 tl-leir 

u~li\·ct"fal g~niu r,-,s diti1o{c(1 tllCl11, «111tl t}ltir 1111~LJrOl)}lY 

,':as aidcd l)y tllcir kno\v ledg~ ill tlle1l1. A flri ki!!g agrcc

'11'~I1t has b~ell btely difwvcrd b"twecn the hifrory 

() f c ert'. j 11 t.' \' t' -n t s r t= c ord c (i i 11 t 1 ~ e b i l) l e a! 1 (l [o 111 e () f t 11 (~ 

(' P e ra t i Ol ; S a Il ti P nld LI t1 i 011 S o f Il J t u re, P;! r t i c II b r! Y t h o fe 

·,~·};ich :.r.\ r~L~t::d ill \\Tl1itchu:"tl's (.t:·(::rr~i~~Oll~ elI tll~ 
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deluge- in Smith's account of d.e oris;in of the variety 

of ·colour in the JIuman fpecies, and in Bruce's traveIs. 

It remains }"rt to be fllO\\pn how many otller events, 

related ili tIle bible, accord witll fome late important 

difcoveries in tIle principles of medeeine. TIte events, 

anti the principlcs alluded to, Dlutually eftabliili the 

truth of each other. From the difcovcries of the 

~riftian pllilofophers, ",·hofe names have beel1 laft 

Dlentioned, I have been led to queltion whether moft 

harm has been done to revelation, by tIlofe di .. ines \\·ho 

have unduly multiplied the objetls of faith, or by 

thofe deifts V/liD lla\'c unduly multiplied t11e objeas of 

rcafOll, in explailling tlle fcriptures. 

I fila)] now proceed to anr wer fome of tlle objec

ti011S ",hlCh have been lnade to tlle ufe of the bibJe 

2S a fcllooI book. 

I. 'Ve are told, tllat t11e fzmiliar ufc of tlle bible- in 

our fcll0ois, has a te11dency to leiren a due reverenee 

for it. rfhis objeaion, by proving toa JnUCll, proves 

nothing at all. Jf fanl!liarity It [li~llS rcfpeCl for c.iivine 

things, tllen all tIlofe precepts of aur religion, ,,·11icl1 

eIljoin the daily or weekly worfhip of tlle Deity, are 

in11,rol,cr. Tlle bible \vas flot intendcd to reprefeJlt a 

]e\1lifh ;1rk; and it is an antichrifiian idea, to fuppofe 

tl1:\t it C2n be prOZJ11Cd, b)' being c~rric(! illto a fc11001 

11oufe, er by being han{llcd IJY cl.1illlrcn. nut wllerc 

",ill t!le bjble IlC rCJ(l by }'OUl1g lJeople \\·ith n10re 

reverenee tl1an in a f~Il0oI? N at ill mofi: private 

famj!i~5 ; fur I bclicve tllcre are fe," rar~llts, \\'110 l,re-
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fene Co much orjer in thcir houfcs, 2S is kept up in 

Ollr commOD EngJifh fchools. 

11. We :are told, that thcre are manr paffages iD 
the old teO:ament, that 3re improper to b~ re~d by 

children, and tbat the greatcft part of it is no way in· 
terefting to man1:ind under the pref~nt rlifpenfiltion 

of the gofpe!. There are I gr:mt, fCl"eru cbapters, 

and man)' verfes in the old tefhment~ which in tIleir 
pref\!ot unfortunate tranftation, 1hould be pafT~d over 

by children. But I deny that any of the hooks nf thes 

old teftament are not intereO:ing to mankind, under 

the gofpel difperuation. Moll: of the charaaers, 

e\~ents, and ceremonies, mentioncd in them, are perf~ 

Ilal} providentiaJ, or inftituted types of the MefJiah: All 

of which have bcen, or remain yet to be, fulfilJed by 

hirne It is from an ignorance or neglea of thefe types, 

that we have fo many deifts in chriftendom; {or lO 
irrcfrag~hlj do they pro\~e the trutIl of chriftianity, 

tllat I aln fure a young man ,vho hatl heetl regularly 

illftrutl:ed ill L'teir. meaning, could never doubt after

wards of the trutl, of any of its pr!I!cipl~s. lf Cl!1Y vh

fcurity apl)ears ill thefc principles! it is ollIy (to ufe 

the ,,"ords of tlle! poet) bec:lufe thc:\' r.rt~ dar.~, cz.L·:.~/~ t".\·

t"dJi1Jt hright. 

I know there is all oh]-etlioll ~lnOlltJ' nlallV Peo-o ~ 

ple to teach l:llildrell doll:rines {\f a!l~' kil:d, b~caufe 

liley are lilble to be COlltrovertetl. But \VllCr~ ,~ .. ill 

this objcClion lcau U~?- 'fIl.! bcing of a God, 
ilnc.t tlle oblig~1~iol1~ (}f ln(~r~l!jt:l! hJYC l~ot~l l,ecr, 
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controverted; and yet \vllo has objcel:ed to aur teaeIl

ing tht:f~ doclriJlcs to Ollr c11illdrell ? 

rrl1e curiofity ~Ild call~)cities of YOllng people for tIte 

Dlyfteries of reli~ioll, d\\";..~kel1 muell fooner thall is 

general)y fll}'poft!d. Of tllis \ve llave two remarkable 

proofs ill tIle oltl tcfiJnlt~nt. rrlle firfl is fl1ClltlOllCt! 

in tllC t\\ycifth ch:1pter of ExodllS. " And it {hall come 

when YOUT ,·hi/tlri'il thall fay Ul1tO y'ou," lVha! 1JZt'tl.1t 

J'u by fhis ftrvia ?" that yelhall f.lY, " It is the facra

" fice o~ tlle Lord' s paffover, \\"r,o paffcd ov'er the houfes 

CC of the cllildren of lfrael in Egypt ~ when Ile fmote tlle 

c, Egypti~111S, and delivered our hOltfes. And the chil

e, dreIl of Ifrael went awav, allJ did as the Lord llad 
J 

cc commalided Ivlofes :lIlll .-.t\aron." A fccond proof of 

the delire of children to be inftruCl:ed in the myfterics of 

re!igioll, is to be fOllnd ill the fixth cllapter of Dellter

onolny. " And \\r)len tl1Y fon nJketh tllee ill the time to 

com~ faying, " 'VIlat nlean the te11imOIlies-and tllG . 

cc tlatutes-al1{1 tllC judglnents which the Lord our GOll 

" 11:1tll COJnmalltlc(1 you?" Tllen tllOU fllalt fay UlltO 

thy [011, " \\r ~ \\'erc I>11aroa1\'s bondn1el1 in l~gypt, atltl 

" t!le Lor{l Cllr Goel brought us out of Eg-Yllt with a 

" liligIlty IlauJ.') 'l"llefe €nquiri~s froln tl\{! lnoutlls 

of c!lildrel\ are perfccll}T natura]; for villere i~;. tIle 

parent who has not had fimilar qucHicllS propofe;:d to 

him by his childr\!n lIpon tht:ir bcing bcin~ !id~ cvndud

ed to a p!.l~::: of worfhip, or upon their bdlOlding, for 

dl<.: li ra t.ime J dt111.:r uf tIl..: L~Lun~nts of our n,: 1 igioll ? 
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L,:t \1., nf)t !lOt be wifer than our ~Iaker. If moral 

pr:ccpts alone c01JId 11ave reforrncd mankind, the mif .. 

fil-lIl of t!~~ Son of God illtO our ,,"orld, wouJd h3ve 

b:~n u:ln~c~ffdry. I-I\! canle to promulgat~ :1 fyft~m 

of d,flriilf.r, as ,,'elI as a fy!leln ~f moraJs. The perfell: 

1110rality of til~ ~ofp.~:l r~fl::i UPOll a d,arint, which, 

t}10ugl\ oft~n cOlltro\·erted, Ilas l1e\·er h:en refuted, I 

mean tIle vicJrious life and death of the Son of God. 

'fllis fub!i.l1!! Jll~t illCfr:lb!c (lottrille delivers us from 

the abfurd llypothefes of n1od:~1~1 philofophers, con

cerning the fOtllld~ltiotl of Inor;!l obligatioll, and fixes 

it tlpOn the eterllal ancl f~]f lno-{irlL~ principle of LOVE. 

It concentrates a whole f}·!l~~n of etllics in a fingle 

text (Jf fcriptu:c. ,. A 11!?~:J C~/l1ml111dml!nt I gi~·~ Ullt~ 

)·~u, Ih:'?"! .re 1?7Jt one ll:lc-tZ'tr, t'iJln as I have [?Ved .1'tl." 

Dy \\"itllO!di!1g tJ1C kllowledge of tl1is docrrine fro:n 

cl1iidreTl, \ve llcprive ourfeI,'es of the heft me:lIlS of 

awakcl1i11g moral fenfibiiity in tl1cir mi11dsc V,T e do 

mcr(!, ,\l·C furl1ifll an ~rg\lnlent, for ,,~itl1oIdiJlg from 

thC111 Cl kll\)V.~l~J~e of tllc lnoraliry of t!lle gafpe) like

wife; for this, in ma~y inHanccs, is as fupernatural; 

and therefore as liabIl! to b.: controverted, as any of 

tIle (~oarincs or mira~ies \,·Ili~11 are lnel1tio:1ed in the 

llCW tcfl~unent. "[he rniracu]ous cOllceptiol1 of the 

f,l\'iour of the world hy a yirgin, is not more oppofcd 

to the orllil1ary cOtlrfe of l1aturlJ evc!lts, nor is tlle 

. dot1:rine of tht' atoncment more abf'\·c human reafon, 

than thofe 1~10ral prcccl,ts, ,,·llicll lOmn1Jll,1 us to luve 
our etlemie~, or to Jie for aur fricll(ls. 

p 
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Ill. It has bccn f:lid, tllat the tlivi6ol1 of t!!e biblc 

into ch3ptcrs and vcrfcs, renders it more tlifficu)t to 

be read, by children tJlan n13ny atha books. 

By a little care ill :I Dlafter, this difficulty nl.1Y be oh. 
viated, and evel1 an ~dvant:lgc deri,"ed from it. It 

may ferte to tran~fl!T the 3ttention of the fcho!:tf to tIle 

fl~~ of a fubjeli:; and 110 petron will ever re.!l{ weJJ, 

who is guided by any tl1illg eJre, in his Rops. cm

phaGs, or accent5. The divifion of the bibIe inta 

chapters and yerfes, is Jlot a greater obfi:2cJe to its be

ing read with ea(e, th3n the ball punauatioll of mon 

otber hooks. I deli~cr this ftridurc upon other hooks, 

from the authorityof l\lr. Rice, ~e celebrat~(l author 

of the art of fpeaking, whom I Ilcard declare ill a large 

company in London, that he bad nc,"cr feen a book 

propeTiy pointed in the Engliih Lallguage. I-Ie exem

plified, notwithftanding, by reacling to t]le fame com

pany a patTage from ?\lilton, his perfecl kno\,"1cdge Qf 
the art oi readil1g. 

Som~ peop)e, I k!10W J have propofetl to illtreduee 

extraCls froln the hible, into our fchools, infieatl of tlle 

bibJe itfc:lf. l\IallY cxcellellt \\porks of this kin(l, are 

in print, but jf ,ve allnlit any Olle of tIlem, \\re fuall 

have tlle filme iMUlldatioll of thenl that \,'e have 11atl 

of gramrr..ars, fpcllillg book~, and )CflOllS for cllildrcll, 

mC!11Y of '.'9hich are publitl1cd for the bCllcfit of tJ1C 

311tJiors onJy, and all of tllcnlll.lVC tel1(le(1 grcatly to ill

crcafe tllC cxpellcc of elt\,catiol1~ Befidcs, thcfc extraa~ 
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or abrid"'elnents of the bihle, orten contain the tenets of 
b 

particular (elis or perfons, :md therefore, may b~ im-

pror,er for fchooJs compofed cf the children of differ

ent feCl:s of chrifiians. TIle bible is a clleap book, 

anc) is to be had in evcry bookftore. It is, moreover, 

ei1:eemed and prefered by all feCl:s ; becat\fe each find! 

its. peeuli.1T doClrines in it. It fhould therefore be 
u1ed itl preferellCt! to aJ1Y abridgemetlts of it, or hifto-
ries extralied froln it. 

I have heartl it propofed tllat . .l portioll of the 

bible fllO)ultl be read e"r:ry day by the mafter,as 'l means 

of in!tr~~1:il1g cllildr\!ll in it : But tJlis is a poor fU.hftitutc 

for obliging children to read it as a f~hool book; for by 
this meal1S we illfellfibly el1gra'lJ~, as it \vere:, its con

tents un::>n their n1illds : and it llas been rem.arked that . 
childrenJ inftrufred in this Vttay in the fcriptures, fe]-

d01n forget 311Y part of them. rrhey ha'vf! the fame 

allvantage over thofe p~rfo11s, \\·110 llave only heard the 

fcriptures rcad by a nl·.lite~·, th:tt a n1]11 \~"110 has \\'ork

ed with the tools vf a 111ecllal1i:al en1ployment for reve

raI ye3Ts) hlS OVet tl1~ ml!l WIlO h~s o:11y ftood a fe,v 

110urs ill a work fllJ1·l. and reell the faln~~ buunefi carri

eli 011 by other pcople. 

III tllis <lcf\!nce of tl1e llf\.! of tl1e bible as a fchool 

book,· I bcg you would Iwt think that I fuppofe the Bi ... 

hIl! to cOlltilin the onl y rC\'t~I.Hion which God has made 

ro :llLl!1. I h~lj~\,~.: ill ,~n intcl'l1al rev~latiol1, or il nloral 
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principle, ",hie)l God ]::!s il111;1~ntcd ill, t!le Jle:trt cf 

every m~n, as tlle precur10r of Ilis fiJl:!1 dOnltii:Oll o,·~r 

l.lte \\'}lole humall race. IIo\v 111ucll t!lis int~rl1~1 rcy~

latioll accords W:t:l t!lC e~t{;rJl;l), remail1S yet to be ex

plored by pllilofC'I':-.crs. I anl difpofed to belicve, th:lt 

moft of tIte doctrines of chritl:i~:l:t\' re\'ealed ill the bi-
• 

ble might be (li!cuvcrell by a clof\! e>:aminatioll of ali tl1c 

pr:nciples of ~Ction ill 111311: But ,,·110 is equal to fuch 

all enqtliry? It certainly clo~s Ilot fu it tIle l1atural in

dolence) or laborious fml1loyments of a great nl~jcrity 

of nlanki~d. 'fIle iril~rll:ll rel t:laticll ('~f the t;l~fpel 

may be compared to tIle llraight li~e \\·llicll is l11ade 

tllrou"gh a '\.ilderncfs by tIle afIifiance 'Jf a cOl11paf5, to 

"a diftallt COulltrY1 ,v]licll few are ~.ble to (lif(,c~\'erJ 

",hile tlle bible rc:cllibies a public rO~ll to the f~mc 

COul1try, whicll is ~viJe, plaill, 311d f2fily fOl:lld. 

" "l\nd a lligll\Vay {h~111 b~ tl~cre, and it filall be c:lllcd 

tlle ,v~y of holil1Cfs. 'l"]le ,,·ay faring men, tlictugh. 

fools, fhJllllot err thereiIl." 

Ncither let me ill this pl~ce exclude tl1e ltc\>"'clation 

\vhich God has made of hilnfclf to nlall jn the \\90rks 

of creatioll. I 3112 far frcll1 \\'iflling to lefletl tIle il1-

fluencc of this fpccics of Rc\,tt,tioIl UI,CII nl;!Jlkind. 

nut tI1e kn.owlt!llge of Gc<l obtainell frenl tilis [ource, 

is obfcurc al1d fccl)lc ill its cpcration, cOlnparcJ "?ith that 

\\yllich ire (lcri\"cd froln tl-le l)ibJc. rrlle vifible crcJtion 

fpeaksof tllc l)\.! it Y illl!Yl~-oglyphics) ,,'hile thl! biblc def

cribcs all llis ~ttribu tcs arid r~rfe[t 10115 ill fue11 Illail1, 
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31Jd fami:iar lall~ulge tl!at cc he \\"ho runs m:\J 

" r;:ad." 

IID\~~ ti:l,II)· Ila~ our nlak\!r d~alt with his cre;!ture., 

i:l pro\Iid;ng tllr~~ di:f\!rent cor,ls to draw them ro 

11il~lt~Jf ! But ho\v \\ t..-akJy do Come m~n all, who 

f:lfp~~l t!!l:ir (:litil, 3i1J hOj~S upon 0:11y one of them ! 

Dy laring 11aJti cf thcm :!ll, they would approacb 

nl:>re fpeedily and cert .. ilily to the centre of all h~p

pin~is. 

T\J tI1e :lrt~U:~lents I !l:lVe nlentioned in fa~our_ of' , 

t:te uf~ cf t11~ bi!:'i~ as 2 fchooJ book, I thall add cl few 
• 

.. 
Tlle p!,~f~r:t -fafuiol!ahle prat1ice - cf ~jeaing the 

hibl~ fronl Ollf i,hoels, I fU!llect )las_ origiDat~d with 

tIl\! deift;i. ·file)'" d!fcover great ingenuity in this ~e,,· 

1-:1~de of attJcl~il1g chrifli311ity. If they preceed in it, 

t~ley ,vill do JIIOre in h:ll[ :l c~ntury', in extirpctting our 

religion, th:m Bolingbr0kc C': V c!t~ire could ]la~e ef
fected in :1 tilOU!:!11d }~~lrs. I alla not "rriting to this 

clafs cf p\!ople. I dtaf".!ir of c!lallgillg tIle 0plllicDS of 

an)r of tllC:l1. I ,vial Oil!Y to :l!~,-~r tite 0Filli~ns alld con-

dua of t'l~l~ Iuk~w.'''~lrnl) or fUj1e-rilitious cJlriftians, 

'VllO !lave b,-'~11 11!i~1~\1 t)y th:: d~lil1s t1ll(Hl this flll~ea. 

On the t;rC'u:ld of tit:! g.ood old cuftom, of ut:ng the 

bihle 3S a [-:{lcol bOt)I~, it bCC()tl1C5 liS to CJltrellch our 

relig:on. It is the bH: bul\\" :'1'1;: the dcifts Il:l\"C Jcft it; 

for tlJ(.)Y lla,·~ r~l~~~rcd iliilrue:::1ioll ill tlle pril1cil11cI 
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of chriftianity by the pulpit and tite prefs,fo unflfhionl

ble, tllat iittle good for olany years feems to have been 

done bv either of them. 
4 

The efFeCls of the difufe of the bible, as a fchool book 

hav: 3ppeared of late in the negleCl and even contempt 

with which fcripture l1ames are treated by mal1Y peo

ple. It is becaufe parents have not been early taught 

to know or refped: the charaCl:ers and exploits of the 

old and new teftament worthies, that their names" :ire 

exchanged for thofe of the moderll kings of Europe, or 

of the prillcipal charaCl:ers in nove)s and romaIlces. I 

conceivc there may be fome advantage in beariJlg fcrip

ture ~es. It may lead the perfons who bear them, 

to ftudy th3t part of the fcripturc:s, ill wllich their names 

are "mentiollcd, with uncommon attentioIl, and perhaps 

it mayexcite a delire in them to poffefs the.talents ~r vir

taes of tlleir ancient nalnefakes. 'fhis remark firO: occur

red to Ole, uponhening a pious woman whofe name W:li" 

Mary, fay, that the firft pafl~lges of t}lC bible, w hich 

made :l fc:rious impreffion 011 her nlind, were thofe in

terefting cllapters and ver[cs ill \\,hich tl1c 11ame of 

Mary is mentioned ill tllC New rrefianlt:llt. 

It is a fillgular fatt, tIllt \\"11ile tl!e l1amc~ of the 

kings and c:mpcro:s of Rome, ~rc now given chiefly to 

h~'ft'1 and t/lJlis . f(~riptui·\! Ilamcs Jlave llitl1crto becl1 COI1-

tiilC\.1 only to tllc 11l1111~111 fpecies. I.,et the c11cmies al1d 

CClltclnl1cr:) of tIlofe 11anl~S take carl!, left tI le nan1CS o!· 
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nlorc moderil k·iJlgS be given hereafter 011]Y to the fame 

allimals, ål1d Je{\: tl--e names of the moderIl herolllcs of 
romanccs be given to animal!» of an inferior fpccies. 

It is with great pleafure, th3t I have obrerved the bi. , 
ble to be the only book read in the Sund~y fcllools in 

En~lalld. W'e halte adopted the 'falne praCl:ice in tlle 

Sunday fchools, lately efl:ablifhed in this city~ Tllis 

will give our religi(Jn (humanly fpeaking) the chanee 

of a 1,~ngeT life in our country. We lle~r much of the 

perfoIls educated ill free fchooIs In EIlg1a.nd, turning 

out ,vell in the various \\~alks of life. I have enquired 

il1tO the ca\lfe of it, an,1113ve fatisfied myfelf, th:tt it is 

whol1y to be afcribed to the general ufe of fhe bible in 

thofe fcl100]S, for it feems the children of poor pe()ple 

are of too litt},! cOllfequencc to be gu di,~ed ~rom the 

fuppofed evils of re~ding the fcriptures in early life, or 

ill an unconfecrated fchool houfe. 

Howevcr gl'eat the bellefits of reading the fcriptures 

in fchools have been, I cannot help remarking, that 

thefe benefits might be mu~h greater, did fchoolmafters 

take more pains to cxplain them to their fchoh'.rs. Did 

thcy dcmonftrate the di\'ine original of the bible from 

the purity, confifiency, and bCllCvolcllce of its dochines 

and precepts-did they explail1 the meaning of the 

lcvitical inftitutions, alld fllO\V tIleir applitatioll to tllC 

nl.11nCrOUS alld fuce11i'~'c gofpcl (lifpenfations-di(l tllcy 

inform thcir pnpils th~t the grofs and abominabIc "kei 
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of the Jc,\~S were rccordeo Oilly as proofs of the citapravi

ty of hum:m n~\tllre, and of t~t! infuffid.:ncy of the bw , 

to produee ~~)r II \"irtuc arld th\!rt:by to cftabli!b the 

neceffity alld !,'crfectioll cf ~hc gofp~! 1) {lem-all(l abl)"\! 

all, did they oiten ell!OrCe tlle (iifcOllrfes of our Sa,·iour, 

as tlle befl rule of l:f~, aIld t!l~ fur~fl gui!le to ll.lp

pinefs, ho,\r gre:lt ,\'culd be tlle influcllcC of OUT fchools 

UPOll the order ai~d profl)zrit y of our COulltry! Such 

a mode of inarucling chi}(ir~ll itl tlle cllrifiian r~ligiol1, 

,,'ould cOllvey kno\vl\:Jge into t!lcir I,n(f~ijl{zndi':g.f, ~nd 

\vould ther~fore be prefcrablc to t~~chi:lg tllcm crec(is, 

arId c2techifn)~, V\~llich too of ten cOilvey, not kllO\V

ledge, but ~vt)r{ls 0111y, into tl1cir mrjn~i"i'j. l thiJlk I 

am not too fa.tl~t!inc ill bclieving, t}l:1t ('.lucatiol1, (011-

duCled in thi5 nlJllller, \\YOll}(i: in thi: courfe of t\VO 

gellcrations, cradicate infiJclity from amollg us, :llld 

rel1der civil goverll111ellt fc~rcc1)r 11ccel1ary illour COU:1-

tr\· • 
~ 

In C{)11tc111pl~till;; tlle poh~:c:ll illflittttlOllS of the 

United St~tcs, I lall1Ci"lt, t!1at \\·e \,·aftc ro l11UC}1 tillle 

an(llno11~Y in IJUllifl1irlg crilnes, Jll{l tlke lO little pai~ls 

to preVcllt tllcnJ. "re pr(Jfl~fs to Le republicatlS, and 

yet ,,·c IICg1cCl: t}le cn1y mCJllS of e{tabl:flling ~!tl{l per

l)ctuating QU r rep \lblic~!ll f ornlS e,r gc:yernn~ent, tilJt is, 

t he u Al i v er f~'J cd t ~ ~ ~1 t : () Il () f o u r y J il t I l in t!l e p ri! l C i 111 c s 

o fe! l r i i l: i a Ill! Ol) l) '/ i ~ l ~ ~ n s ort I 1 ~ bi b l c; fo r tl1 is t l i \' i 1) C 
J' , 

boa l - · b('\··' . ~l o"hc 1
' '\ f·'·· ·'\u~· '\ t 1,·'t ~f'1u"l·lty "i111011 rT 

.' ,\, '" I '., ,1. ti... , ~, ," ,\'.1 , :; ol ..... , '"' 'l 4" Cl o 

man;~illd, t:t;.~ rc[pcet [er jun laws) :m<1 <111 thofe fober 
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:m:l fruo.!l Tirtues, which confti~ute the foul of rcpub-

liedl) ifall. • 

I have now 0:11, to apologize for havging addreftecl 

tllis letter t') you, after hanng bccn a1rured by you, 
th3t your opinioll, refpeCl:ing the ure of the bible as a 

fchocl book, coincided with mine. }'fy excu(e for 

'Vh;l: I h3V~ done is, that I knew fOU wer.; qualificd 

by four knowledge, and difpofed by Jour zeal in the 

c~ufe of truth~ to correCl: aU the errors you would dif

cover in lny letter. Perlups a further apology may' 
b~ necctf.lry ior my. having prefumed to write opon 

a fubje8 fo much ahove my ordinary ftudies. My 
excuf\! for it is, that I thought a 6ngle mite from 

a m(!mber of a profeffion, which has been frequently 

cll:&rged with fcepticifm in religion, mi,ht attraCl the 

noti ce of perfons who had of ten overlooked the more 

ainplc contributiollS upon this fubjett, of gentlemen 

of ot!lef profeffions. With grcat refpe8:, I am, dear fir~ 

your fillct!re frie Ild. 

BEN .. l AMIN RUSH. 
Philadelphia, ~larLh 10, 179'. 



J\N ADl'RESS TO TIIE 1-1 IN ISTERS OF PfJIE GOSPEL OF 

EVT-RY DENO~ltN.\TIO~ IN ~"I-1E tr~: ITJ.:n S·rAl·F.S, 

l1P(\N SllBJEC·rS INTEI,FSTIN(i TO lttORALS •. 

• 

FROl\f the nature of your purfuits, anc from 

your influcnce in {ociey, I Clffi encouraged 

to addrefs you 11pon fubjeas of the tltnloft impor

tanc~ to the prefetit and future happinefs of your feI. 

low-citizeJls, as \vell as to the prof perity of tlle U 11ited 

States. 

Under the great di,?erfityof opinions, you elltertain 

in religioll, YOll are all united in inculcating the ne

ceffity of mOT;l]S. In tilis OUfillCfs you are 11either 

catholics ~1or proteflants-churchmen nor di1fenters. 

One fpir~t a&ua:e~ YOll all. From tIle fuccefs, or 

failurc. Oi }~our e~:~rt~ons i11 the caure of virtue, ~Te 

allticipa!c, tl~c fr~~donl or flavery of our courltry. Even 

the nc" .. \" gO\"er11t~lcrlt of the unitelI fl:ates, from \vhich 

fo n1.11iY auvantages are expet1cd, \vill nt:ither ref tore 

or(lcr, llor efiaoliiil .; ufl:ice anlong us, ull1efs it be ac

cOlnpCll1icJ aI1d iupr(,rt~(l by 1110rality, all1011g all clalTes 

cf peo?le. Inl.prcflc(l with a feufe of tllc truth of 

tl:efe obfcrvatior.s, I fl:,!ll briefly point out a few of 
tl10fe l)r~~ti~es) \vhi~Jl pr(:\"~ii li1 An1crica, \vllicll cx-
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ert a perl~icious influence Up':>ll morak, and therehy 
prepJre our country for mifcry and flaTcry. 

I {hall begin by pointing out, in the firft place, the 

mifchc\yious eff~as of fpirituos liquors upon tIle moms 

of our citizens. 

l. They render the temper pee\'ifh arId paffionate. 

Tlley bcg~t quarrels, and lead to profan~ and indecent 

langulge. 'l"hey are the parents of idlcI1Cfs aud ex

travagal1ce, and tlle cert:l:ll for~rUnjler~ of poverty, and 

frcqu~:1tly of jails, \vheelbarrows, and the gallows. 

'fhey are like\\·i['~ injuriousto health and lue, and kill 

1Ilore tl!cl!l tIle peililt:Ilc~, or tJ1C f\vord. Our legif

latures, 11}p pr~nlittil1~ tIlc- uf(! of thelll, for the fake 

of tllc paltry duty co!icd:ed f,4om them, acc3s abfurdly 

as a pri!lCe \\poul\.l lID, ,\~ho fllould. perm:t the cul

tivatiol1 of a poifo:l0US l!ut, ""!licll e,:-cry ye~r car

ried ofr tel! thoufal1d of ilis fubj\!C1s, becauf(! it }·ielded 

a revellue of thirtv tl1vUr1~lt! t1nUJlds a v~~r. Thefe ten 
~ ~ ~ 

tJ!GUf:lnd Illell \\"ould llruduce illl1111:::.11y b}r til~ir labour, 

or by payil1g a triflir1g irnpofl upan any Olle of the 

llecetfaries of lift', t\VClltv tin1~S tll:1t (tlIll. In order 
J 

to put all ellJ t~ th~ <l;::folating etTeCl:s of fpiriruous 

liquors, it will be l)rol)~r for our milliilers to preacJl 

againft, 110t tl1c a~ufe of t!lcnl or11y, but t!l~ir ufe al. 

togetIler. 'l~Ilcy are lley\.\~· 11eC~ifJry but i!l ficknefs: 

an(l tl-lell tIley are 11ctter ai'p~i~d to tlle outfide, than 
t~) tIle irlfi(le of tIte l10tl r. 
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Il' ADDRESS TO THE IIINIS'rERS 

D ~ditia Ia_s havc an unfri~Ddly influenre up"n 

moral., more efpecially _hen: ~t1 authorife the elec

tion of the oØicns by the private$.; "ine m~ctings of 
citizens for militia ~~cifes are gener.1lly att~'l~led 

with intcmpcr.mcc in drinking, quaucUing, profane 

. fwcaring, and atl. of yiolen~\! to tbe prope:tJ of the 

perfODS who live near rlle places wht-rt" t!jc,fe 111eclillgs 

are held. It is a mift .. ke to fuppofe that th~ (lcrttlCe 

of libellJ requires a _dl orgalliz..d ~ilitia in the time 

ofpeac:e~ .. 

The United States proved in tIle bfg!Ilt)ing of the 

late war, and Franee has proved 6rlce, that ilrOllt'S of 

4ifcil>lineJ irrdifbbJe troops may be: formed in Cl {hort 

time out of the peafali~ of ~ country. W;lr h.1s lat~ly be- : 

C!GDle a 631pJt~. art. All that is praåical in it, -may be 

acquired in a few weeks. - The nloft gallailt exploits 

were performed during the late war, by mell whQ had 

. been but a few days ill the ~raaice of handling fire 

;trms. 

DI. Fairs are a Pandora's bo:! opcned twice a year, 

in nlany of the flates. They are \\;-llo)Jy U Jln.cceifc.try J 

finec fhops are fo commOll in all tllC civilized part~ 

of the C9un.try. They tempt to extravagallce-galliillg 

-drunkennefs-and uncieallllefs. 'fl1cy are proper 

only in defpotic flates, where tl1t: more a pcoplc are 

~orrupted, th~ more readily they iubllli~ to arbitrary 

government. 

IV. L:1w-fuits {hou],l be difcour'lged as nluch as 

foffible. l"bey are highly difrcl)utablc bet wcen ~erfons 
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who profeiT~s cllriftianity. TIle attetldal1ce upon coqrts 

expofes to idlellefs -drillkingal1d ga411ing; and the 

urual delays of juftice Icldorll fail of elltailillg. hereditary 

difeord among neiihbours. It is with inexpreuibk plea

fure that I have lately feen an account of areeom. 
t -

rncndation from the prefbyterian fynod of l-lcw-York 

311d Fhiladelphia, to all the cllurches under their care 

to fettIe their difputes after the manner of the pri

mitive chriftiaIls a~d friendsJ b.yarbitration. Bletfed 

cvent in the hiftory of mankilld! may their praEtice 

fpread among all fetts of chriftians, and may it prove 

a prdude of that happy time foretold in the fc!ip

tures, wheIl \var and murder {hall be no more. 

V& The licen tioufnefs of the prefs is a fruitful {onrce . 

of the corruption of morais. Men are deterred from in .. 

juring each other, chiefly by the fear of d/.!te8:ion or 

punifhment.. Now botI! of thefe are rerrloved by the 

ufual fecrecy of a licentious prefs. Hence revenge, 

fcarl(Ial and falfel100d are cheri!hed and propagated 
in a community. But furtIler: tIle caufe of liberty 

is greatly injl\rcd by perfonal calumnit!s; for \vho will 

believe a trutll that is told of a bad man, that has. 

been accuftomed to read falfehoods publifhed e'/ery d~.y 

of a gootl man? Pril1ters who vene} fcurrilit}" \\you:(l 

(lo wel1 ill confiticring, tllat tllC publifller of fcandal, is 

~s bad as the autllor of it, ill the [ame mantler that th(~ 

recei\~cr of noten soods, is A3 batl as the thief. 
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It becomes the purchafm, aud· reaclers of per"'" 
CcandallikewiCe to confider that ther are accomplicet 
in the guiI~ of the authon of it. We ttacl with hor~ 

ror the acc:oants of h1llllUl depra,ity which has ~ 
werted public execu~oDS into part of the amufemftltl 

of feYeral ancient and modem uabons, but the depta--
.; .. nf .lua Ln..-.. ft '-__ ... ;r ~ ~1-.. r~wne nata.- ID- that .A.I -..r ..... &~ ............... ~~A.&'" 6iJ \lA ~ a.a&& ~'-

• • 
man, who can read with pbrme, or even in~, 

the mangled chara&er qf a ~Q~ ci~en ~ ~ IicentioUl 
ncwfpaper. . 

VI. Horfe-racmg and CQCk.fighting are unfricDcIIy 
• 

amufements lo morals, and of come to the Iibelti~ of 

our counttj. The, oc:ca6on icl1enefs, &aud, gamiag 

and profane fwearing, and barden the heart ~ the ' 
feeliogs of humanity. Thefe YDlgar fports ihould be 

forbidden by law in all chriftiap and repQb~cao ~-
• taes. 

VII. Clubs of all kinds, ~ the onlJ buGneCs of 
the company, is fe~ing «(or that is the bue name of ~ 
gr-ttification that is flØlply animal) are burtful to moraIs. 

rhe focirty in taverna whete clubs are ~fuall1 hcld~ 

is feldolJl fubjeB: to much order. I~ C%pof~ men to 

idlenefs, prodigality, and debt. It is in private families, 
only that fociety is iu.ooccnt, or improving. Hen: 
lIlanners are ufually kept within the bounds of decen

ey by the company of femalca, who generally c:ompof~ 

• 
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:l p:tn of :li) pTi\·at~ families; and manners, it is weU 

kll0WO, h~yc ~n 111flucl1ce upon moral'i. 

\'111. ~\nlufci'l'J~!S cf c:\-• .::-y ki:ld, on SUlld:1Ys, h~get 

h:tbitc; cf i,:!::r.:fs ~!1J a io\·c cf pleafure, wllich extend 

their in:~U~llce to C,:CTY å.1Y of tlle "-Ct-k. In u!ofe 
n1:1nafaC::::-i~~b ~~\~"J1S in l:Jlgia)~d, \,-here the Sundays 

are fpellt ill i,IJencfs or fi"olicking, little or 110 work is 

eter dor,e 01) tilc!enfuing ~ay;hence it i~ callt!d St. Mon .. 

dd~' Jf t)le;-e ,\-cre no liercaftcr-indi",clua!s and fo-
~ 

· • I· ~ • b 1· h1-Cl~ttCS .... ,ou U DC grt::lt gd.iJ1CrS, y 4l~ten\l11'!g pa !c 

\varfhip ~\·ery Sunday. lteft from labour in the houfe 

of God, Wlllds UF t)le maclline of hou1 foui ~11!.1 oo(ly, 
better tIlan any thing elfe, and tllercby ir .. _igorates it 

fCi" :he labutlTS alld duti:s of the eniuing \\=-eek. Should 

I c\~e& tr~'·t:l i!~to a chriftian CO&11try, and ,,·iili to know 

~·hcti~er [he )a\,~ of tl!:tt country \vere wife and juR:» 

a!ld ""hether tiley were (lulf obeyed, tIle onJy qllcfi:ioD 

I u-ou}{l afk, fllculli be " dl) the people fpend Sundar 

at cllurch, or in pleafurable entertainnlents at home 

ClJld abroad ?" tlle SUll(lay fcllools ill El1g1lild llave been 

found cxtremely \lfcful ill reformiilg t11e c!lildren of 

poor people. 'VIto eat1 \\~itllefs tl1e praflices of 

r\"inllnillg, flidinb and feating, \vhicll prevail fo univer

L1lly 011 Sunllays, in moft of the eitics of the Ullited 

Sta.tes, and not \\"ifu for fimilar iilfiitutions to refCtleS 

our poor chlldrCll frOln deftrllCl:ioll? I filall COllclude 

my rCln3rks UrOi1 tl1is fubjetl,by (!cclaring,that Idonot 

\,·ifll to fee :\11Y llt\\' Ja\\'s ~naGlc to cnforce the kecping 



of the Sabbath. I call U~~ll rninif1:ers of the gO(11el 

only, tv !!1creafe atltl extend, by t}leir il1fluence, the 

pure and 11 fe ful fplf:t ~f t!"H:ir r~lig~ Cl1 III ri<iir'g 

throllgh our COulltry, \ve may al\\·l}'5 tell, by tlle ;:1'

pearcloce of the pcopl~ \\·c nlCl!t \,·itl1 on tlle r0:~(', 

or lee at taverns, ,yl1ct}ler they enjc·y tre be11\:i~r of 

public worfhip, ~nlI of a vigi~ ·.t atld fJitl1illI i~l~tllfl::·y. 

Where a fettlement enjoys t:lefe illefijn1abl~ bel1il~gs, 

we generally firJd t:1,'erns dt:f~rte(l 011 a Sun{la)r, ~!l(l 

a ftilJnefs perva(lil1g tl!e ,vl101e 11eiglll)(';11rllCOtl. ~lS il 

n~ture herfelf had ce~fed from 11er lal1ours, to ·fh.,rc 

with man in paying Iler ,vec~~ly llonlage to Go(l fcr 

his creating gOOdllcfs 

Thus I have briefly pointen out the principaI four

~es of vice in our country. 'I'hey are all of a public 

nature, and afFe8:, in a dired: manIler, tl1e general in

terefts of focietv. l fuall now fl1F~rfi: a few fources 
J O~ 

of vice, \\"hich are of Cl. (!olntftic n:lturc, aI1d whicll ill .. 

diret1:1y afFeCl: tlle happinefs ()f our C0.untry. 

l. The frequcllt or lang al)fencc of tl:e 111afier and 

miftrefs from hon1e, hy (liflolvint~ tile bOl.lnds of dcrnt fiie 

govertlment, provcs a frltltflll fOllrce of vice among 

childrell and fCrVJllts. 'fo })reVcllt i!l fonle degrce, 

the inconvcllic11Cics ,"~11icll arif~ frolTI tIle llcceflåry ab·· 

fe11ce of the llcld~ of l f~1Jnil", fro In 110lTIC, it v.·~u!(~ be a 
~ 

good pratticc to inveH: t}H:~ eldcfl forl ()r daut:}1tl'r, whcn 

of a fuitallle a~;e. \"~'it!l the 1~()"cr)1nlel1t of tllc family 

anll fe) l11ak<.; t]lClll rC(1)Vl1{i~J]~~ forJH:ir COl1tluCl, UlJOll 



the return of their parents. GovernmeIlt in a family 

i~ like all electric rod to a houfe. 'Vhere it is wanting 

3 family is expo[~d to the attacks of evety f01ly and vice, 

thatcome wlthin the ~phere of ,its attratl:ion. 
• 

Il. Frequent and large entertainments wcaken, d~: 
~eftic government, by r.emoving children ~nd fervants 

t~long from the eyeef authority. They morcoverJ 

expofe children and fervants to' the temptatiQn ,o{ea~,

ting acd drinking to excefs." 
. ". ~ 

Ill. Boys and girls fhould never he admitted as fer-

vatlts-into a genteel family. They are fe.1d~m in

ftruåed properly, by their mafters or miftreffeso 

Thcir leifure hours are Illoreover fpent in bld .compa~ 

ny: and all the vices which they pick up~ a:re fpread 

Cllnong the children" of the family, ~ho are generally 

more prone to affociate with them, thall' with any other. 

\Vhere poverty or death makes it necefra,ry to bind out 

children, they fhould be bound to thore perfons onlYI 

\,~ho \\till \\'ork with them. By thefe means, they vvill 

be trailled to induftry, and kept from idlene(s a,nd yi~eo, 

IV. Servants, both male and femaleiliould alway~ 

be hircd by the year, otherwife 110 proper governm~nt 

can be cftablifl1ed over tllcln. The impertinence and 

irregular condua of fervants, arife from their holding 

their placcs by too {hort a tenure. It would be a goal! 
law to fil1C cvery perfon, WI10 llired a fervant, \vithvu.J 

~ written good chnratler, figned by his laft mafter~ 

R 
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and .counter6gned by. ~ magiftrate. This praaic~· 

would foan ari,,~ ~ad fervants out of the civilized parta: . 
of eur country and thereby prevent much eyil both in:~ 
families and fociety. Bow many young men and wo .. 

men have carried through life the forrowful marks Ut ' 

thcir i:OJlfciences or chåra.Clers, of dieir being early ini
tiated lnto the r.nyfteries of vice, by unprincipled "OO!. 
vants of both fexes! Servants that- are' married, ihould ' 

be pttfened to· fU:Ch as are nngle. Matrimony in all 

ranks of people leirens the temptation to vice, and fur~ 

øi1hes~fre!h motivcs to juft condult. 
. , 

V: Apprenbces fhould ahvays board and lodg~, if pof"; 
, , 

lih~e, with their mafters and miftreifes, when theJ. ar~ 

feparated from their pareI\t~. y oqng people feldom 

. fall into bad tOmpiny in the dl.Y. time.. It' is' in the 
eveping, when they eeafe to b.e fubjeCl: to government, 

that they are in the moll danger of corruptioll: and' 
this danger caQ be obviate<looly by fubjelling all their 

hours to the direaion of their maners or miftreires. 

I {hall CCDtlude tllis ad<lrefs, by fuggefting to mini ... 

Rers of the gofpeJ, a platl of.a new fp'ecies of f~deral 
government for the advancement of morals in the U'ni~ 

ted States. Let each fea appoiIlt a repreferltative in a. 

general conventioll of chriftialls, whofe bufinefs lhall 
be, to unite in promoting tlle general objells of cllrif. 
tianity. Let no matters of faith or opinion ever he in., 

troduced illto tllis cOQVentioll, but ltt tllem be confider. 
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. cd as badges.o( the fovereignty of each -particular {etl. 

Toprcvcn.t all.difputes, let the objeCls :9f the delibera
tions of tlus general· oolWentioll be afcertain~d. with t~e 

·fame accuracT, that th,~ powers of the nation~l govem
meDt are de6ned in the new conftitution of .the United 

States •. l3y this prcvious cODlpaCl:J no encroachme~~1 

\Vill ever be made by the general &overnment, upon 
the principles-difcipline-or habits of aDY ane feCl:

for in the prefent {late of ~uman nature, the divi60n 

Q( chriftians irlta feas, is as neceifary to the exiftence 

and .prefervation of chriftianity, as the divifion o( mal).
kind. into nations, and of nations into feparate fa~ijies 

are :neceffary to' promote general and private happinefs • 

. ,By m~a~s of fuch an inftitutioD, (:hri~ian charity will 

be promoted, and the difcipline (lf e~h c~~rch wiU 
. be ftrellgthe~ed~for I woald propofe, that adifmi~o~ 

,for immorality, from any one church, fhould exclllde 

a man from every ChufCh in the ecclefiaftical unio~ • 

. But tlle advantages of tl1is chriftian convention will 110.t 

,end Ilere. It wiJI poifefs an influence over.the laws of 

:the United States. This illftuel1ce will differ from , . . . 
. that of moft of the ecclefiaftical aifoci:ttions that have 

~ 

exifted in tl-.e world. It will be the influence of re~fon 

;over the paffions of men. Its objeas will be morais, 

.not pril1ciples, and the defign of it will be, Ilot to make 

:men zealous members of any Olle church, but to make 

~hem-good neighbours-good hufbands-goodfatherl 

---good mafteri-iood {ervants--atld of courfe &.004 
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.rUlers and good citizens. The plan is certainly a.pr~~--
tjcable one. America has taught the nations of Eu-

.' , . . . 
. rope hy her example. to be free, and it is to be hope~ 

. . 
,fhe will foon teach .them to govern themfelves. Le~ 

. . 

her advance one ftep further-and tC3ch mankind, that 
. . 

it is poffible for chr,iftiansof different denomination~ 

to love eac}l otller, atld to unite in the advancement of 
~ 

their common interefts •. By the gradual operation of 

ruch natural meallS, the kingdoms of this \vorlG are pro

bably to become the kingdoms of the prince of righte .. 

oufnefs.3nd peace. ' . 

Philadelphia, J une 2 I, ~ 788. .. . 
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AN ENQ!1Ia.y IKTO TRE COKilSTElICT OF OArBI WIT, . 
llEASO!( AlID CBIlISTIAlIITr. 

IN difcu~g this qucft~, I "aD 6rft:~, 
the objeaioDI to oaths, which are founded ~ 

reafon; and, (ccoDdly. the objeB:ions to theID wuh . .. 
are derived -from the prccepts and (pirit of.the ~hrif-

tian religion. 

I. Oaths produ~e an idea in the minds of m~J that 

.there are t'WfJ kinds or dfgre~ of truth; the one intend

ed for common, and the othef for folemn occa6ons. 
t .. 

Now J tbis idea js direaJy ~.uculated to beget a want 
. . 

.of reverenee for the i,ljmor kind of truth ; hence men 

are led to trifle with it in the commOD aØåirs of hu

man life. I grant that fome men will tell the truth, 

when urged to it by the fole~ formalities of an 

oath, who would not otherwife do it: But this proves 
. .. 
the great mifchief of oaths in fociety ; for as me~ 

are called upon to fpeak the truth 999 timtl in com· 

~110n life, tQ on,'t they are called upon to !wlar to it, 
we ruave exaflly 999 falfc:hoods to Oil' truth told bj 
t]lem. H\lw extellfive, then, muft be the mifchief of 

this great 'difproponion between truth and falfchood, 

ill all Ule aftåirs of Iluman life! It is wrong to do 
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. aPy thiøg that {han create an idea of two kinds . ar 
: trilth. There is a reale of falfehoods ; but truth has nø 
, 

degrces or fubdivi6ons. Like ita divine author J it is . 
"" eternal uncbangeablc UNIT. 

n. The pratlicc of fwearing according to human 

:Jaws, ap~1 to be the ca~fe of all pr~f3ne fwear-
. . 

ing; which is Co univerfal a~ong all ranks of peoplc 

in common CODyerfation; for if there are two mode.~ 
. .. 

of (pewng the truth, it is natural for men to pre-

Eu that mode which the laws of our countrY have 

cntitled. to the firfl: degree of credibility: hence meD 

{wear, when they wifh to be believed, in .com~oD c:on.~ 

yerfation. 

DI. Oaths .have .l}ee~ m1iltiplied upon Co many 

trilling decalions, that they have ceafed, in a great 

degree, to operate with any force upon the moft 
{olemn ~cafions: hence die univerfal prevaleIlce of. 

jtrju,., in courts, armies and cuftom-houfes, all ov~r 

the world. This fall is (o notorious in Jama1ca, that 

a law has lately heen paifed in that illand, which rc

qui;es a bond of l.!o~, i~ftead of a~ oath, from every 

captain that enters his "eirel in the cuftom-houfe, 

~ a fccurity for his veracity in the manifefi: of llis 

cargo, and for the amount of his duties to the govern

ment. 

Rearon and fcripture (when perfealy underftood) 

are ne~er contra,., to each other; and revelatioIl fro~ 

God ca~ never give a fanC\:ion to that Wllich is Co 
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nidently abfurd, and unfriendly to the intcrdb of hll~ 
man fociety. Let us procccd then to cxaminc the 
ilible, and, here we {hall find, that oaths are as contrary 

to the precepts and fpirit ef chriftiånity. as 'the)' ue tO 

found reafon. 

Before I mention either the preceptS or dte fpirit of 

the gofpel, which· miJitate agaiqft oaths, IlhaU maho 

tion a few of the cafes 'of fwearing which lind upoa 
rccord in -the New Teflament& I {hall firft mentioat 

the, precedents in favour of this praaice, ;nd- then 

the p~cepts am' ptecedents againft it. 

The IdI· precede~t I· {haU produc.e, ·is uken fr~ 
die esampJe of tlie devils who culdreffes our Savio~ 

in an oath, in Mårk ·v. 7- "What have I to dø 

with thee, Jefus, thou fon of the moft .high GQi1 ? t 
adjure thee by God that thou torment nl~ PQt~' 

A ftconJ precedent is taken from the' exa~ple of 
the high pueft, who addreifes our Saviour"in' an . oat~ 

in Matthew, xxvi. 63. "~ adjure th~e," fays be, jufJ' 
.- " 
before he confentl to. his death, "by the li'fJing GJ., 
that thou tell us whether thou be the Chrift the fOll . ~ .... 

of God. " It has been faid that there ~as no iinpro~ 

. priety in this mode of exprefiion, othtrwife our Sa~ 

viour w9uJd have rebuked it: but let it be remem~ 
bered, that he ftood beføre the triblInal of a lligh

prieftJ as a priflntr, and Dot as a ttacl1er; and heJ'c~ 

we find he fubmits in jiltnce to all the prophane in'!' 

fulta that were offered hirne In this filent fubmi1li~ 
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On to infult, he mon:ower fulfilkd all ancient prophefy 
c~ he is brought as a lamb to the la~ghttt and as a 

Øaccp before his fhcarers is du., Co he opcne:th nOC' 

his mouth'J Ifaiah UII~ 7. 

Peter fumifbes a tlJinf inftancc of rwearlng. 

" And again he: tlmUtr (rays Matthew, chap. XXVI. 

72 .) cc with an _h, I know not the man.'~ It 

wouJd feem from this acco1lot, that a bare t1firmø-
, ~ .. -

tiIIIJ \VaS ro charatleriftic of a disciple of lefus aulfi:.· 
dlat Peter cowd not' afe a more direlt method to' 

convincc: the maid, who cbarged him with being a 

followcr of ]efus of Nazarcth, that he was' tI4t a 

thrjfliøll, than by having recourfe to the Jewilh and' 

pagan praaice of taking an' oath. 

Herod furnifhes a flurtb inftance of fwearing, in 
M~ttbcw XIV. 7, wh~n he promifed to give the daugh

ter of Herodias whatever {he lhould aik of mm : fhe

-afked ~or John the bapflft's head- in a charger: the 

king repented of his haRy promife; "neverthelefs, 

for the oath~s fake, and them which filt with hirn at 

meat, he ·commaolled it to be given her ." flere 
• it is evident Ile would have violated a conlDlon pro-. 

. alife. But if comnlon promifes are not Ile},l facred, 

and binding, there is all ellcl of a grcat portioll of 

:truth in fociety, and of all the order and happinefs 
-w)lich arife from it. 'fo fccurc COJlftaJlt :-lIld ulli

~crfJl trllth, m~rl f}1oul,} f\\"\!Jr al-a"uJi or 110/.11 a/I. 
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A Å(i/~ prccedent for ·Cwearing we lind in the. xix 

of .I\«s and 13th vene. cc Then certain of the vaga
bond Jews, exorcifts, took upon them to ~all. over-

\ 

them which had evil fpirits, the name of the Lord" 

Jf-fus, i:lying, 'lue adjure tbet, llY Jefu~ whom Paul
preachcth. And the m:ln in whom the evil fp.u1t. 
was, leaped on them, and overeame ~~em; fo that 

tIley fled out of the J!'oufe naked and wounded.,j 

Tlle '# precedent for fwearillg that I 1halI men

tion) is the one related in Aas xxiii. 21ft. It COll

tailis arl account of fort y men who had bOl:1nd them

felves, by all oath) not to eat or drinkJ until they had. 
killed St. Paul. It would feem that this banditti 

knew each other perfeB:ly, and that they ~ould_!Ilt 

aB: together Ullder the fornl of -a common obligation. 

TIle occafion ind~edJ feems to require an oath. .It 
was .n affociation to commit murder • I am difpof-. 
ed to fufp~a: that oaths were itltroo 'ilced original ly 
to comp(!} men to do -things that "ere contrary to 

juftiee, or t9 their confeienees •. 

In mentionil1g the precepts and prec;edet2ts that 

are to be found in the new teftament againft fwear-. 

ing, the following ftriking pafiage, taken from Matthcw 

v. verfes 34, 35, 36, 37, fhou:cl alone determine the 
queftion. "Swear Ilot at all, neither by heaven, for 

it i:; God's throne; nor by the earth, for it is his 

footftool ; nor by Jerufalem, for it is the city of the 

S 
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peat king. Neither -{balt tl10U fw~ar by thy head, 
heæufe thou C3J1R: not make Olle hair white or black 

Bøt let- your .commnn~ciltioD be yea, yea; nav, nay; 

fbr whatfoever is mor~ tllan thefe, cometh of evil." 

.' The word~ Qf the apoftIe James, are equally pointcd 

againft fweacing, chap. v. 12. "But above :lI~ things 

my brcthren, fwear not, -neither by beaven, neither by 

the eårth, neither by 41ny other oath; but let your rea, 

~e rea, and your naf J nay j left ye fall into COlldemn~

tion." 

-'1 kno",:; thefe paffages are f.lid to be levelled on1y 

againft profane fwearing in commen converfatioD, hut 
'- . 

this wilt 2ppear improhable when we tefle'a, tl13t OUT 

Saviour's words were addrejfed excluiiveJy to Jlis dif

-tiples, ' and that the epiftJe of St. J arnes, from whence 

~he prohibition of f\\~åring is taken, is direB:ed to a 

number cf pious conv-'er-ts ro chri'lianity, non.e of 

Dom, any -nlore.than tfle difciples of cur- Lord, could 

be fufpeaed of profafle f,,~earing in comnlOtl conver

fation. Botl1 p:tlrages etJually conclemn oaths of ~er~y 

kind. ~nd demollftr~te their cOlltrariety to the gofpel 

difpellfation. 

There is a pecu)jar meanin~ -in the reafon ",hjell 

is givCtl for the pro!libition of f\\"caring in the pre

cept, of Otlr Sa\riour, viz. tllat al1Y tIling more than a 

bare affirmation, cClittth of tvil. Yes, it came originally 

fronl the ulliverfal llrt,y"lallce of falfellood in fociety ; 

but the cnrifiiall rtligioll, by 0PCllillg nc\v fources (lf 
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moral and religious obligation, and by difeovering MOre 
fu1Jy tlle beauty and rewards of truth and deformit1)~ 

and future puniihment of falfehood, has l'elldercd the 
obJigation of oaths wholly ·unneceIfary. They com" 

port (I \\'lth the feeble difcoveries of the Jewifh, and 

tl!e nUDlerous corrtlptions of tllC pat.lD religions; but 

thcy are ullnecefT"ary under that full and tleat maliifes-

ttttion of the divine will which is contained in the 
gofFc!. Cæfart

& wife fhould not be fufpetled.-With 

JIOW nlU :il lnore propriet y filould tllii ~. raid of· 

the ,·cr.lcity of a chciftian, U,an of the chaftity of 

the \\~if~ of a he~thcn empero:·~ Every time a ~hriftian 

fwears, he expofes the purity :ind truth of llis religion 
. . 

to fufpiciol1. " .. \s for you, Petr~rch, . your wo~d i~ 

CuHicient," fli~ the cardil1al ColoraD1, in an enquirJ 

illto the caufe of a riot that had happened in his fami. 

ly, \vhile that celebrated poet was a member of it ; 
and in wllich he exatlc{l an oath from cv.er., .(Jther 

member of his family, l"lot excepting his own brother, 

the bifhop of Luna. 1'he {ame addrefs fhould be made 

to e.very chrifti:ln, \vI1en he is callcd upon to dec)are 

the truth. c: Y ou believe ill a futurc Rate of rewards 

and puniLhnlent-you profets to l~ the follower of 
• 

that B\!ing " .. IlO JdI iJlculcated ~ reg~rd for truth, 

Ulld\!r tlle awful corlfid~.ration of Il id omnifciellce, and 

\"ho I,,~s elnphatically ftyled h:lnf(:lf the TRU1~R.'J 

r~UI' ·aJo,.;,/, thlrtflrt. ;J jujfidmt, 

A noblen1an .s permittcd, by the ]aws of England, 
to (l\~clare tQe trl-ttll upon lli~ hJfl:ur. TJle proft:ffion 
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of-€hriftianity is decla~ :,.] in icri.?ture tp b\! all Jligl1 

callirlg, arId chrifiians are faid tJ be pri!JIIs alld l.::ngs. 

Strange I that perfons of fuch 11igll r;tllk, flloulli be 

treated \\?ith Iefs refp€Cl: thall Englifll 110blenlel"! ; a~ld 

fiill more ftrange! that perfons potTeffing tl1efe aug11ft 

titles. {houid betray tIleir illufirious birth and (li511it}·, 

by confornling to a pratlice \\,11icl1 tends fo ll!ucll 

to invalidate the trutil and exccllcllcy of t!1cir rc

ligiofl. 

It is very remarkable, tllat ill all tllc 2Ccounts \\"C 

have of the intercourfc of our Saviour \\9ith llis Jif

ciples, and of tIleir fubfequellt intercourfe wit11 cach 

otller, there is IlO mention nlade of a fingle catll bein~ 

taken by eit~ler of tIlem. 

PerIlaps t}lere never \\~as an ~yent in \\'·11ich tI1e 

higheft degrees of e\"idence werc more neceflary, tIlall 

they \vere to eftablifll the truth of the rcfurreCtiori 

of our Savio1Jr, as 011 tlle truth of tllls rniracle dcpcn

(le<l tIle credibility of tllc cllrifiian rtligiorJe But ill 

the efiabli{llmetlt of the trut!l of tllis grcat e"ent, no 

oat}l is ta~en, or reqllire{l. '1"'11~ witnc{fc.,:'s of it filll};ly 

relatc \vhJt they fa\v, alld are bclicvcd by all tl1~ 

dii,~il)les cxcept onc, \vho f~illl#tme111bercd toa \vcl1 

tI1C prohibition of 11is matter, c, fwtar l1Gt at all," to 

~\!k for all oatll to l-e1110VC lljs unbelicf. 

It is \\TortllY of noticr. likewifcJ tl1at no prcrofrerous 

oatll of oflice i5 rccluirc(l of tlie difcipl~s \\rIlen tlley 

affunle tJlc C!poflolic cl1araCtcrJ ~1tl(1 are ft:nt fortll to 
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preach the garpel to aU nations. How unlike the 

fpirit of the gafpel are thore human COl1ftitutiollS and 

laws, \\yhich require oaths of fidc=lity, every year! and 

'ltllich al'pear to be founded . in the abfurd idea that 

men are~ at all times tIte guardians of their own 

,,,irtue. 

Tllere can be no dt1Ubt of cllrifiians having uniform .. 

ly refuft(l to take arl oath il1 the firft ages of the 

churcll: nor did tlley confornl to this pagan cuftom, 

till after cl1rifiianiry was corrupted by 3 mixture with 

nlJl1Y ot!ler parts of the pagatl a-nd Jewifh religions. 

There are t\VO argumcl1ts in favour of oaths 

v.7 hicll are derived from the new teftament, and which 

renlaill to be refuted.- I fl: St. Paul u{es feveTal ex-

11reffions in llis epiftles which amount to oaths, and 

C\7en declares "an oath to be the end of ftrife." It 

\vas the cllaracrer of St, Pau!, tl1at he became all 

things to all melle He circumcifed as well as baptized 

J ~V/SJ alld Ile I>roves the trllth of revelation by a quota

tion froIll a lleatl1eIl poet. Oatlls were a part of tlle 

Jewj{h and- pagan illfiit11tiolls-alld, like feveral othcr 

ceremonies, for fome time, COl1tiIlued to retain a 

firong 110ld of tl1e prcj u(lices of tllc nc\v converts to 

chriilial1ity. nut tlle abo\'e ~·ords of the Apoftlc, 

\\rllich llavt! llCCl1 urgccl in favor of f \\'earing, are by no 

rnCJI1S intcndt't! to apply to :Olnnl0n life. 'I~hcy Ilavc 

a retro(11c(): to tl1c l)rOnlife nladc to Allrallam of tlle 

c0111ing ()f th~ l\lcfiiall, ~.lld '\\'ere (lefigllcd to fhc~" tI le 
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certainty of that event in alanguage which was accom-. 
modated to the id\!a cf the Je,,~i{h nation. 

2d. It has heecJl raid, tllJt tIle great ]ehovaJ1 

frequentJy fwears, both in tlle old alld n~\v tefi~1nlent, 
• 

ar.d tllat the angel \\9ho is to falltId the laft truinpet 

will "fwcarthat time fuall be no lnore." E,,~ry expreffi

on of this kind lhould be confidered as an accomodatioll 

to 1e"Tifh and llagan cuftoms, in order to render tll~ 

trutIls cf revelation more il1telligible and acceptablc. 

The ~)Uprenle Being, for tIle fame rCafOIJS, of ten 

aiI'umes to himfelf tlle vio!ent paJlioIls, and even th;~ 

features and fenfes of lnen ; a11d }Tet \\'110 can fuppofe 

it, ,proper tl) afcribe either of th~~m to a Beir:g, one 

of whofe pt,ffeEl:ions COllfifis ill his exiilil1g as a pur~ 

unchangeable fpirit. 

lf oatlls are contrary to reafon, and have a pernlcious 

infIuence upon morals and the order of fociet)'; alld 

nbove all, if thry are contrary to tlle precepts and 

fl)irit of the gofpel; it beconl\~s lee1i1.1tors alla Inini3-

ters cr the gorpel to conlider 110\\" f~r they 3re refponfi

ble for all the faJlcrlood, prt.rtlne f\v(;~rii1g alld pr:rjury 

that' exift in foc!ctv. I~ i~ i~l tJ1C 110',,"er of 1er!lnatGrS 
J ~ L") 

an\.l (J~)l:b~,~ory, tllat Ill1mC1l1 !;OVCrni11C11ts f1'l:dl b~' 

·~J'L.·.'n1t\tl to ~1{~\ ~ln'T ()t1lPr 1110"'<: of ('~e.nt'·tl":t"r -1 4
> f~r(l'''' ~ tfl ... • ... J . - '. • .... \. • 4. i,. , ::.. • J I" • , 

(:l'r,:'!;:!-:s, t'lan bv a bare ~~:firl,'\ati()n • . , ~ 

------- ~ -- --
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rrhe friends of \~irtue alld freedom have beheld, 

\vith great pieafure, a new conftitution eftablifued 

ill tIle U nited ~t~tesJ \\·hofe objeCls are ptDet, u/lion 3Jld 

1·,!fIict. It will be in the power of the nrR congrcfs 

tllat filall aCl under this conftitution, to fet the world 

an example of enlightelled policy, by framitlg laws 

that filall command obedience without the abfurd and 

impropcr obligation of oaths. By }his me:ms they 

will add the reftoratiol1 3Ild eftablifhment of TJtu·rH, 

to the. great and valuable objccb of the conftitution 

that llave been melltioned. 

Jun. 2w J i 89-
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AN ~NQ.!.1IRY JNTO TI!:;: EFI'ECTS OF PUBLIC PU

N ISIIM:-.NTS UPON CRIMINALS, AND UPON ~OCIE"ry. 

RE~'.n IN 1·HE SOCIETY }""OR PROMO"fING POLI"EI-

CA-L ENQJ1IRIES, CONVP,.Nr.D AT TI-li: flOUSE OF 

BENJAMfN FkANKLIN, ES~ IN PHILADCLrHIA, 

~fAR.CII 9th , 1787 • 

• 
'e Accuftomed to look up to thof~ nations from whom ,\"~ ha.ve derived 

" o~r origin, tor aur la\\"s: o~ropi!!ions, and our æanners ; W~ havt- re
'c uined, with undillingtJhbins revercnce, t;-:eir error3, \viih their im
'c provem"ents; have blend d, \vi" h our puhlic inibtl1tions, t.he policy of 
c, ai~li milar coun~rie~; a.lJ 11:1 ve grl itcd, on an intJ.n~ ccm!rj()n\\·e~.lth, 
cc the mc.lnncrs of ancie;1t and corrup~ej mon\fchi\!s." PR E" .~c E T() 

THE LA WS OF T H & SO C lE T Y F OR P f) L IT 1 C A L .E ~ Q.. tJ la j .E.3. 

T HE defign of punilhlneIlt is faid to b~, Ill:, 

to reform the perfon who fuffers it ; 2,.11y, 

to prevellt the perpetration of crintes, byexciting ter- . 

ror in the minds of fpeCl:ators ; and, 3d1y, to rClnove 

thofe perfons from fociety, Wll0 have manifefl:ed, by 

their tempers lnd crimes, that they are Ullfit to live 

irl it. 

From the firft inll:itutiol1 of governments, itl every 

age allcl country (witll but a f(:w exceptions) legifla

tors llave tllought tllat pUllifhmerlts fl"loul<.l be pllhlic, 

in o~(lcr to 311f\\rcr tlle two firfi: of tl1efc intclltions. 

It \\,ill reGllire fome fc)rtitu(le to combat OpiIliol1S tllat 

]!:!vc becil l~\na:ifie(l l>y f UCll long at1d gGllCral prcju .. \ 
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~liceJ a!lel f\lpported by uJliverfal praelice. But truth 

in goversm~nt, as weU as in philofophy, is of·pro
greiflvc growth. As in philofophy, \Ve of ten arr.ive 

a~ trut11 by reje(ling the evidence of our feares j .fo 
in government, we of ten arrive at it, after,. divorciug 

our firft thoughts. Reafon, though depofed .a~d op

prelled, i. the 0111y juft fovereign of the human minde 
1)ifca,·cri~~3J it is trile, have been made by accident; 

but the)' havedt:nved their credit and ufefulnefa .~11 

from ttieir accordir~g \vith the decifions of reafon. ~ 

I!l Iuedici!le, a~)O'l'e e,'er}'· other branch of philofophy, 

-"ve pcrceive ma11Y inftances of the want of re~atl0n 

betwecIl tIle apparent caufe and effeCt. . Who, by 

reafoning a priori, \\'ould fuppC'fe, that the hot regimerl 

\Vas not preferable to the cold, in the t~eatment of 

tIle flnaII-pox? But experience teaehes us, that this 

is not tlle cafe. Caufe and dFeCl: :lppear to be rela

tell ill pllilofophy, like the objeCl:s of chemiftry. Simi .. 

lar bodics of ten repel clch other, while bodies that 

are diffimilJr in figtlre, '~leight and quality, of ten 

unitc together ,vitIl impetuofity. . With our prefent 

imperftcr (iegrecs of kno\vledge of tlle properties of 

bodi€s, \\"e can (lifcover tllefe cllemical relations only 

by experiment. rr:he fame may be faid of the conllCC-
.-

tian between c1uife and dfot7, in many parts of govern-

ment. This conncCl:ion of ten accords with reafon, 

~,\' l1ile it is repugnallt to our f~nfes-lQd \Vllen t~lis is 

!'.ot the cafe, from our inability to perceive it, it force5 
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our C011fellt froDl the tefiimony of ~xperience and ob. 

fcryati~n. 

It has been remark(~(t, tllat tl!e profeffion of arll19 

()~es "its prefeIlt rank, ~s a fciel~cc, to its hCl\'ing bern 

refcued, fince the rev:val of Ietters, from the IlalIds of . 
mere {oldiers, and cultivatcd by men acquaint(d \\~itIl 

other branches of literature. The reafvn of this is pl~in. 

Ttuth is an unit. It is tlle [ame thillg in war-pl1ilo

fophy-medicine-morals-rclig1on lnd government; 

al1d in proportion as \\~e arrive at it ill Olle fcience, we 

fua)l difeover it in otllers. 

-~ -A-fter tllis apology, for dinentin.g from tlle eftablilh

ed~ opinions allcl pratl:ice, tlpOn the fubjetl: of public 

puni"lhments, I {hall take the liberty of dec1aring, that 

the great ends propofed, are 110t to be obtained by 

them; a.nd that, on tbe contrary, all public punifhments 

te'nd to 1113ke bad mel1 ,""orfe, and to increafe crimes, 

by their influence Ul)on fociety. 

l. The rcformatioll cf a crin1inal can never be ef

feCled by a public PUllifllmellt, for tlle followillg rca

fons. 

Jft.' As it is aI~~ays cOl1nelled \\'ith itlfamy, it de ... 

ftroys itl lliln the fCl1fe of {harll.e, whicll is onc of the 

ftrollgeft out-pafts of vlrtut:. 

2dly. It is geIlerally of fuch {hort cluration, ai to 

preduee nOtAc of tIlofe ellanges ill bOllyor 111illd, v/hiell 

~re abfolutdy ncccfi:iry to n:form obfiiuJte habits of 
• Vlce. 
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3d1 y. Exprrience prO\fes, that public punifhments 

li-ave illCreafe(1 prc)penfitit!s to criJnes. A man ",ho has 

loft his charaCler at a wllipping .. poR, has nothing va

luable left to lofe in fociety. Pain has begotten infen

fibility to the whip; and itlfanlY to fhame. Added to 

his old habits of vice, he probably feels a fpirit of re

venge againft the ,vhole community, whofe laws llave 

infli8t:ll11is pllnifllment upon him; and heIlce he is fti. 
nlulated to add to the 11unlber arId cnormity of his out

rages up on fociety. The long duration of the PUl1ifh

ment, wllel1 public, by il1creafing its infamy, ferves on

ly to inLieafe the evils that have beel1 mentioned. The 

criminals, \\~ho were felltenced to work in the prefence 

of tlle City of LandoIl, upon tIle Thames, during the 

late war, were prepared by it, for the perpetration of 

every crinle, as foon ~s thcy \\rerc fet at liberty from 

tllcir confincment. I proceed, 

Ile To {he\v, that pul)lic pUl!ifhluellts, fo far from 

preventing crimes by the terror they excite in the 

minds of f11cCl:ators, are dire8ly calculate({ to produee 

them. 
• 

All men, \,rIlen they fuiTtr, difeover eitl1er fortitude, 

illfel1Gbility, or (lifirefs. Let us iIl(}uire into the effeCls 

of eacl1 of tllefc llpon tlle ln:l1ds of fpeClators. 

In. Fortitu(le is a virtue, th~t feize~ fo forcible UPOIl 

our eficcln, tllJt wl1crever \V'c fee it, it never faiJs to 

,y~:!kell, or to obliterate, our deteftatioll of tlle crimes 

,\ritJl \vJlicll it is COl1IleClcll i~l c1"imilills. "I ca Il UrO!l 
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cc you,' faid major Andre, at t}le p)acc of CXCCtl~i,>ll 

to his attendants cc to bcar \\·itncfs, gtntl~lnCl), tJlat 

" I die like a brave nlall." rrl-Ie effccl of tliis fpcrcll 
• 

upon the Americarl army is \\rell kno\\rn. 'l"t.lc (1)Y 

"tas loft in the hero: and indigtlation, every \vllcre, 

gave way to adnliration and praife. But tllis is Ilot 

all: the admiration, \V1llell fortitude, Ullder fuil~ring, 

excites, has in fome inftances _excited ellv·y. In Dcn

mark u.ncommon palns are' taken to prepare crin1inals 

for death, by the converfation and illftructions of the 

clergy. After this, they are COlldtlaed to tIle pL1CC 

of execution with uncommon pomp and foicn1rlit y. 

The criminals, under tllefe circumfiances, fufr~r {leath 

with lneeknefs-piety-and fOll1ctimes \\~itll dignity. 

l"hefe efFctl:s of this, I have bcen wcll illforlnC(1 11ti\~ e 

htenJ in feveral infia!lCeS, to induce deludcll }1cnplc 

to feigil or COllfcfs climes, wrli\:h tl1ey llad 11cvcr coni

lnittctl, orl purpofe to fecure to tllell1fel\'cs a confr,i--: 

cuous dcatIl, all(l ~l ccrtaill cl1tral1CC into li(lpplnct~s. 

'fIlere is f0111ctlling ill tlle prcfcllce of a Il ur;1b\.~r ()~: 

fr1e[tators, \\~11icl1 is calculatct.l to excite and flrer;g:tll

Cll fCJrtitude ill a fufferl'r. (, It is 110t [o: diiI:\. u:~ a -
tIling," fai(l I..Jc\\,is XI"\T. to his courtier()~ "~'ho flu()\{ 

roun(lllis (leatl!-bed, " to die, as l cxpc(l,-:d." , , Nv 

" \,"onder," [avs Voltaire, ,,~rlo rcl,ltes thi:; C1neC(~ott.', 
-

" for all men die ~'itl1 fortitlide, '\'}l() die ill COl:11~:ltly." 

',fIlc braverv of foldicrs i:, <lcrivctl in :1 urcat ("·,-r··'''. J c' ~ ,. c' . \..- .... , 

froIll tlle opcrat:oIl of this lJri!lCir'!C ill tllc l~\~ll1.~n 

~-nind. 
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ldly. lf crimillals difeover infenfibility under tIleir 

p'Jnifhmetlts, tIle effect 0f it nluft be ~ill more fatal 

ttpon fociety. It removes, infiead of exciting terror. 

III fome illfianees, I cOllceive it may excite a delire in 

t}lC lniII<ls of prr[o11s \Vll0nl dcbt or fecret guilt llas 

l:l~de mifcrable, to feck all e11d of their difireffes ill 

tlle falne enviablc apathy to evil. Sllould this infcn

fibility be conncete<l \\~ith c}learfu]llefs, which is fome

times the cafe, it J11Uft produee fri111nore unfriendly 

efTects upon fociety. But terrible muft be the con

feqtlence of tllis infcntibility and chearfulnefs, if they 

fllould lea(l criminals to rctaliate UpOll the inhuman 

curiofity of fpectators, by prof;lne or indecent infults 

or cOllverfatloll. 

3d1y. 'The effetl:s of difl:refs in crilninals, though 
lefs obvious are not Iefs illjurious to fociety, than forti. 

tude or illfell Gbility. By all i111111utable la,v of OUr 

nature, diftrefs of all killds, \vllcn jff?J, produces fYlnpa-

t}lY, all cl a difpcfitiotl to rel1cve it. Tllis fympathy, 

il1 gel1erous nlil1ds, is not letlel1cd l)y tlle difircfs l1eing 

the oftspring of crin1cs: 011 the contrary, even tIle 

crilllt\5 tllelnfelves are of ten palliJt~(l by the refleClioll 

tllat they werc tlle Ullforttl11ate confequenccs of extrclne 

povcrty--of feducitlg company-or of the \Vallt of 

a virtuOtls ed ucatioIl, fron", t}lC lofs or Ilegligenee 

of parcnt5 i~1 carly life. No\\-, as the diflrefs w11ich 

tIl\! crilniI1JIs fullt'r, is iilC eff~t1: of ,l law of tile flate, 

which Cll1not be rdifh:d, the fympathy of the fpee

tator is rendereJ abortive, ;.Hd rcturns empty to the 
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borom in ",llich it W1S awak'~ilc(l. Let us brien._ 

~Iamirie the confequences of tllis 2llortivc fynlpatl1}' 

in fociet)'- It w'il1 not be rleccfTary llere to (1\\" elI 

upon all the advatltages of tllis prillciple in l1uman 

nature. It wilJ be fufficiellt to obferve, that it is the 

yicegerent of the divine bene\'olence in Ollr "\\'orld_ 

It is intende:..l to bind up all tIle \vounds \vl1ich fill 

and death have made among mankilld. It Ilas fnun

ded hofpitals--ereCl:ed charity-fcllool.--aJld conlleCle,l 

L"c extremes of h~lppirlefs and mifery to6ether itl every 

part of the globe. Above all, fCl1fibility i5 tIle centi

neI of the lnoral faculty. It decides upon tIle quality 

of th~ aCl:ions befcre they reach tllat ciivi!1e principle 

of tl1e foul. It is of itfelf, to ufc tl1e words of all 

elegant female poet-, 

'c A hafty moral-a fuddct1 fellfe of rigIlt." 

If [ueIl are tlle aclvant:tges of fell!i},ility, 110W w!lat 

mutt he the cOllfcqucl1ces to foeiet)', of extirpating or 
weakellirlg it ill tI1e llUnlJI1 breaft ? J3t:t }lublic PUll!lll-. 

meIIts are calcul~ltell to prodtlCC this efit:L1. To pro\~e 

tIli~J I nlu1t borro\v all anCllu~y fro 111 tIle ~lnill1al 

æ~onomy.-The fenfibility of th~ liU~i1an body is f~iJ 

to be naive and p,iJi've. The firft is c(Jnnectcd ",itb 

D10tioll :111(1 fCl1fatiol1 ; tllt {tcond OIlly \\-itll fcnfation, 
~ 

'l~llc firfl: is illcrcafcd, tl1c fccond is din1inifllcd, by tl1e 

repctit~on of imprcHiOl~s. 'fhe Lmc phællmnCll:l LAke 
, · I 1 · cl S rl -l· l .. b 1 n· r 1'1 c e In t le l u.rn ali n11 Il • L t: Il Illll 1 t Y l C re 1 3 o ~ ~ l li .. : tI'!': 

a 11 dp r!lJiv( • p~lfri\'c fen li bi l it y i~ ld~~ll('ll, W 11 i It: tln t w hidl 
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is aclive is il1cr~afed by habit. 'l"he pallive fenfibility 

of a phyficitln, to the diftr~fs of his pati~il"S) is al

ways, dimini{h~d, but his atl:ive fenlibility is always 

illcreafecl hy tinlC; Ilenee we fiilJ yotlrlg phyficiallS 

fl" .... 1 moft- but old phyficians, with lefs feeling, Ilif
('O~~l'r molt fympathy with tIleir patients. 

lf fuch be the conftitution of our minds, thrn the 

efFct}:), of <liftrefs upon them wiJI be, not only to def

troy plffive, but tfJ eradicatc atlive fenfihility from 

them. rI'he pril1ciple of fympathy, after being of ten 

oppofe(1 b}' the la\v of the frate, \vhicll forbids it to 

relieve the diftref~ it COlll111ifcrates, v-,ill ceafe to aa. 
altogether o

; an.d, from this defetl: of aClion, and the 

Ilahit arifing froln it, ,vill foon lofe its place in the 

human breail:. lVIifery of every kind will tIten be 
~ontemplated without emotion or fyolllpathy.-The 

widow and the orphan~the naked-the fickJ and the 

priforier., will 11Jve 110 aven11e to our fervices or our 

charity-and what is worfc: than all, when th,e ce!l. 

tinel of our nloral faculty is removedJ there is 110-

thillg to guard the nlind. from the inroads of cvery 

po{itive vice. 

I pafs over tllc influencc of tllis fympathy in its firft 

operation upon tIle goveInlnent of the' flate. Whilc 

Wt! pity, we fccretly cOlldemtl tlle law Wllich illfliCls 

the PllllifllmcIlt: hence, arifes a w3nt of refpea for 

was in general, allJ a more feeble union of the 

~reat ties of goverLlnlcnt. 



I have on)y to add, upon this part of my Cubje8:, 

that the pernicious efFt!ll:s of fympatllY, ,,·here it does 

not terminate in allicn, are happily provided againft 

by the Je\\-ilh la\v. Hence:\ve read of a prohibitiol1 

againft it where perfons (uiTer for certaill crimes. To 

fpeClators, the ~oice of heaven, under ruch circumftan

ces, is, "thine eye fuall not pity him." 

4th ly • Bnt it is poffible the charaClers or conducl 

of -criminals may be fl1Ch, as to excite illdignatiol1 

or corltempt inftead of pity', in th~ millds of fpec

tators. Let os there enquire, briefly, illto tIle efFeCls 

of Litere paffions upon the human milld. Every 
body ucknowledges our obligations to univerfll benevo

]ence; but thefe CCi:t!lot be fulfilled, unJefs we love 
. 

the whole 11uman race, however diver6ficd they may 

be by weakl1efs or crimes. The indignation or con

tcmpt which is feIt for this unl1appy part of the grcat 

family of mankind, muft necdfariJy extinguilh a large; 

portion of tIlis univerL11 )o\"e. Nor is this all 

the men, or perhaps the womell "A,,11ofe perfons we 
de teft, poffefs fou]s 3n(1 hodics compofed of the 

filme matcri~ls 3S tl10fe of our fricllds and relations. 

They are bone of tlleir bone; and were orig!llally 

faflliolled witJl tIle fame fpirits. '\That, tIten, nluft be 

the conft:quellce of a familiarity with fUi:h objeCl:s of 

horrer, UPOII our attac!lments all"l dutit:s to out friend. 

and cOl1:,ec1icns, er to tllc rcIl: of ITlankiJl«(? If a 

fpecbtor fl10uld givc himfdf time to rdleC1: upon 

(nch a light of hum.la ,kpravity, he woul<l JtJtural1y 
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recoil from th~. embraces of friend{hip~ and the ende-ar ... 

ments of dOlneftic life, ~nd perhaps fay ~with ~n unfor. 

tU:11te great lnaIl) aft~r having expcrienf:ed an inft~nc~ 

of treachery ill a friend, u Oh! that I were a dog, 
" that I might 110t call m~n my b:~other.'J .Thp.: 
]e\vitl, ]a\v forb;lde Dlore than nine arid thirty lafhes, 

.' . 

left the [ufrerer fllould afterwards become ,;' vile"" in 

the fight of fpe8atoTs. It is the prerogative of~~4 
alone, to contemplate the vic~s of bad men, with6ll! 

withdrawing from them the fupport of his benevoie!r;~~i 
Hence we tind, when he appeaxed in the world; 1~ 
the perfon of his Son, he did not exclude ci"iniina1$ 

from the benefits of his goodnefs. . He difmiff'~~l 
. . 'le . \ 

women clught in the perpetration of a crime, wlh~ 
was capital by the Jewilh. law, with a friendJy admoJi~ 

,. (4: 

tiGD: and he opellcd tlle gates of paradife to a dyihg 

t11ief. 

5thly. But let us fuppofe, that crimilla]s ~re vie\ved 

without 1ymp:tthy-indigllatioIl -or contetnpt.-This 

,vill be the cafe, either v/hen the fpetl:ators are then:t

feives ll:lrdellt!d with vice, or when tIley are toa .youn~~, 

or toa ignorant, to connet\: .the ideas of crimes and 

punifh:llents togc:tller. Here, then, a n.ew fource of 

injury arifcs from the puhlic nature of punifhments. 

Every portion of them will appear, to fpeClators of 
this defcription, to be mere arbitrary aas of cruelty: 

hence will arife a difpolition to exercife the fame: 

arbitrary cruelty over the feelingi ar1d lives of their 

{ello\v crcatures. 'fo fee blows, or a halter, impofed 
U 



iri' cold blood upon a criminal, ,vhofe pC!ffive 

behaviolJr, operating with the ignorance of the fpeCl:a

tors,. indicates inllvcence Illore Ulan vice, cannot fail 

øf removing the natural obfiac1es to vio1ence and mur· 
I 

der in the hUnlJll nlind. • 

::; 6thly. Public punifhments make many crimes known 

t9. perfons Whf) would otherwife have paffe(l tIlrollgIl 
~-' ,-,. '...... . 

l~f~ in a total ignorance of them. 1'Jlf y morco\yer 
-.4 
p,T9duce ruch a famiJiarity, in the nlinds of (peB:ators, . .. ..... .. . . . . 

~y;ith r tIle crimes for \\rh~ch they are indiaed, th:it, 
...... ... 

ip,.,fo,me inftances, they have been kno,vn to excite a 
'- ...... 
fr~penfity for them. It has heen remarked, that a 

æ~in immorality has always kept pace with pub-

lic adltlO~~litions in the churches in the eafiern frate:; • 
.. : ~ .' - . 

. ~~propCJrtion:as this branch of ecclefiaftical difcipline 

nas (te,~lirledJ fc\ver childretl halTe been born out of 

,\~edlOt; k. 

'jtJ,11y. Ignolniny is uni"erfally acl~nowIe{lged to be 

a vvorfe punitbment thal1 deatll, l.Jct it :not he fup

pofed, fJL()r.n this circumftal1ce;, that it 0I)erates more 

tIlan the! ft!ar of (leath in 'prev~:nting 4:rin.l(~s. On the 

c()ntr~~r}~) ~'.ike the irldifcriminate punifllmetlt of death, 

it'. not fon!/ cOnf()Ul1ds and levels all crimes, but by 

.incrc2tfi,ng the c1i1r,roportion l>et\\'cen crilllcs 2nd punifh. 

m,cllts, it crcates. a 11atre{1 of all la\'v and govern

nletlt;1 an(1. thus (lifpofes to the perpetratic)n of every· 

crilnc. I .. :,l\'·5 t;an 0111v be refpeCl:ed al1f:l obcyed, \vllile 
J J 

.ttey be;~r ~tl1 cxact proportioll to c:ri'/nes .. - The la·~y 
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~~llich !)lJnifileS the fhooting of a f\\·an \,·ith de-.lth, in 

England, Ilas pro,luced a thoufand 111urders. Nor is 

t]li3 all the mifcllie,"ous illfluence, \vhicll the punifu .. 

Dlent of ignomill}- 11:15 UPO!l fociety~ 'Vhilc ITlurder 

is puni{h~d \\·ith dC:lth, the 111an \\rho robs OIl the 

high-\\~lY, or break5 opell a houfc, muft \\fallt the 

comn~,on fe~lil1gs and principl@s whicll belo·ng to 

huma:1 11:.lture, if he does not add murder to tlleft, in 

ofller ',:0 fcre~11 llimfelf, if he fhou!d he detectedJ from 

tJlat Dl;' Ililhment which is ackl10wledged to be more 

terrible' tIlan death. 

I~ \\~,)uld fl~enl ftrange, tllat ignomiJlY fhould ~ver 

Ila"e be,~Il adopted, as a 111ilder pUllilhmeJlt lhan death, 

dit: \ve not kllOW that tIte hUluan mil!d feldom arrivc:s 

at trut}l upon allY fubjefr, till it has firft reøched 

the cxtrcmity of error. 

8tllly. But may 110t tlle beJlefit derived to fociety, 

'JY emplayi11g critniJlclls to repair public roa(ls, or fl) 

lJeln [treets, overba!tloce the e\'ils thlt ha'lre beell 

n1clltiollCd? l anf\ver, by no Illeans. 011 tIle contra

ry, befiJes operating in OIl!, or ill all the ,,'ays that have 

bccn defcribcd, the pr:ttlice of cmploying criminaIs in 

pnblic labour, wiJl render labour of e\'ery kind diLTe

putabIe, mOl~ efpeci:llly that fpecies of it, which has 

for its o11jetls tIle conV~11iel1LC or improvement of the 

flate. It is a \\~elI.l~I10\\711 fla, thlt \vhite men foon 

(leeliIlc lJbour ill the W eft Illdies, Jlld in t!le foutnern 

!!~tcs, ol1lv blllC~uft: th,.! ~~;:ril'ulture) ~\nd 111ec}lal1ic:ll 
- ~ 



ernplo}-ments of thc)fe countrtes, are c:lrried on clliefly 

by negro tla\·es. But I objccl furtl1cr to tIle emp!oy_ 
ment of crimillals on tl1e lligll-wa ys atld ilrcets, from 

the idletlefs it ~·ijl create, by al1uring fpectators fronl 

their bulinefs, arId thcreby deprivillg the ft:lte of great

er benefits from the indu{lry of its citizeI1S, tIlall it eatl 

ever derive from the labour of crimi:lals. 

The hitlory of pub1ic punitbmcnts, in e\·ery age and 

country, is full of facts, \\~11ich fupport cvcr}r principle 

that 1135 beell 3,lvance(l. 'Vhat 11a~ becn tlle operatioll 

of the f~\renty tIl0ufal1d executions, t]l;lt llav~ takell 

place in Gre at Britain from the year 1688, to the pre

fent da}y, upon tIle morals and l11anners of tl1e il1!labi

taIlts of that iflan(l ? Has 110t evcr}~ I,rifo11-door tl1at Ilas 

been opened, to COlld!!·~ criminals to public fIla Ille Jn(! 

punifhll1cnt, Ull1()cked, at tIle {ame tinlc, tIle bars of 

nloral oblig~t\O:l 1lpon tIlc l11ir:ds of tell tin1CS t~le I~Uln

ber of people? I-Iow O[t~ll do \\·c fi11(1 pockets picKc(l 

ullder a gallo\\ys:_ ~nd 1.igh\\"dY robberics C01111nittc,i 

in tgllt of a gibbet ? !i'rOln ,\\F]lerlce :trofe the confl.irJ

eies, with al1åffinatiolJs al1d poifo11ir.gs, \\tJ~~C}l pre,·aile(l 

ill tllc d\?clitlc of the Romall eIr. pire? .,\r t:rc tll(.~Y llut 

flyourc(l by the fHlblic execlltions of the 3n11)11itheatr~ ? 
It is tllcrcfore to tlle COJ11binc(1 oper:ltioll of indcil:llC'C, 

prcjudict', ig110rance artd tIle dcft{-t of culturc (Jf the 

llutnan 11(' ,~rt, a1011e, tlllt \\~e a re to a[cribc tl1c cen t i

nu~rlCC ()f public !)Ulli{}llncnts, aftci- flIrIl 10i.16 and n1ul

t!l)licd (xllericllce of tllcir incl1ic~ry to reform bad men, 
.. . 
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Ill. Let it not be f1Jppofed, from any thing tllat has 

lJeen faid, tllat I \\'iili to aholifh . puniflunents. Far 

fr01TI it: I \viD} only to change the place and manner 

of infliEl:ing thCIT1, fo as to render them effeCluaJ for 

tJle reforlnation ()f criminals, and beneficiaI to fociety. 
Bcfore I propofe a plan for this purpore, I bcg Ieave 

to (ieli rer tl1e follo\\ring general axioms: 

I fl. 1~he !aunliltl lnilld is _difpofed to ex-aggerate 

cycry tIling that is remoyed. from it, by ti.me or 

2dly. It? is equally difpofed to enquire after, and to 

m~1g11ify {uerl thillgS as are facred. 

3d1y. It al~rays afcribes tlle cxtrernes in qllalities, 

to tIlings tllat are 1111known ; and an excefs in duration, 

to i l1dcfill i te ti 111 C • 

4tll1 r. Ccrtain alld definitee-vil, by being long con

t~~111111atcd, ccafcs to be dr~aded or avoided. A fol

(lier [0011 lofes, from hablt the fear of deatll in 

}Jattle; btlt rctaillS, ill comlnon ,vitIl otller people, tIle 

terror c,f (lcath fro:n ficknefs or drowlling. 

stl11y. Atl attac}lmcnt to kindred and fociety is one 

. of the ilrongcfl feelings of tIle )lunlall11eart. A fel)C

}1aratiorl froln tllcln, tIlerefore has ever been confi(ler

cd as Olle of tlle fevt~reft punil11nlcnts tllat eall be ill~ 

~li,:le\.i \tpon nlan. 



6thly. Pcrforlalliberty is fo dcar to all n~~11, tllat 

the Iofs of it, for an indcfinite time, is a PUllifl1-

ment fo fevere, tllat death r,as oftetl bcell preferi'"cd 

to it. 

Thefe axioms beillg admitted (for tlley CClI1I10t be 

controverted) I filal1 procecd next to apply them, 

by fuggefting a l'llan for the PUllifhlnent of crimes, 

\\"hich, I fatter lnyfelf, will arlf wer all the cnds that 

have been propof<:d ~by them. 

l. Let a large houfe be ereCled in a conn:l1it>m part 

of the ft~te. Let it be divided into a nUlnbcr of apJrt

mCIlts, referving Olle large rOOlll for public \voru1ip. 

Let cells be provided for tllc folitary confillenlcl1t of 

fuch perfons as are of a refraEtory tel11p~r. Let t}le 

houre be fupIJlie<l witll tIle materIals, a11(1 in!tru111cnts 

for carrying ()11 fUC}l n1311UfJclurc~ as can be (,Ol~

(llld:ed ,vitll tlle leaft i11flruCl:ioll, Ol 11re,Yious kllO\V

ledf;e. Let a i;;:rdcll adjoi!l tlli3 houfe, ill ~'llilJl 

the cul prits m~\ y l)cc:l'fiollall y \\·or!~, a11d \,~ ,~t!!\.. ' fl11. 

fpot \villlla'~~e a beneficial efFet1 liot cnly tl11G:l l:calt!l, 

but moral~J for it \\'ill lcad t1lelTI to a fal~1il~arity \vi-!ll 

tilofe !Jure and liatur:J1 ()bjects \\r}1i<.:11 ar\.! (Jlcularcd tu 

rene", tlle COl1llettioll of fal1cll llL::l \vit!l l1is crcator. 

l .. et the Ila111e of this I10ufe cOll\'ey an idea of its OCI1C

voleIlt a11ct f:llut~rv (lelirrll, but l~t it bv 110 mea::s be cal-
~ ~ -

1~(1 a 11rifon, or bv 0:1)' otllcr 11~nle tllat i~) aflo(iatctl - . 
\vitll ,,,llat is illfa1110us ill t~lc oni niOll of l~lallkiI1J • 

.... 

COlr.\ll~ittcd t u 
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pt~r(ons of e .. 1:aLllifhed chara8:ers for probity, difcleetion 

an(l hllmarlity, wIlo fuall be anlellable elt all tilnes to 

tllC legiflature, or COllrts of the fi:~te. • 

2l-Ily. I~ct t!lC '~:lrious kitlds of purliiliment, that are 

to be i!lf1iaed on crimes, be defil1cd and fixcd by law. 

nut let 110 IlatlCr; be takel!, irl the !~'\", of the ptlnifll

ment that awaits ;my particular crime. By thcfe means, 

\ve fuall prevent the n1ind froln accuftonlil1g· itfelf to . 

the view of thefe puniilimeats, fo as to <lcilroy rheir 

terror by hlbit. r-rlle illdiffererJ.ce an<l levlty v/itll 

,\,Ilich [ame men ftltrer the punifhment of.hål1gjng, 

is of ten occafioned by an infenfibility \\rhich is· contrac

tcd by the frequent anticipation of it) or by the :ilppear

allce of the galJows fuggei~ing the remembrance of 

fccNes of er imin~l fefiivit}" ill \vhich it was the fubjeCl: 

of llumour or ridicule. Befides, punifhments fuould 

always be ,·aried· in degree, :according to the tcmper 

of crimizlals, or tlle progre[s of tIleir reformation. 

3(11y- Let tl1e durJtioil of pu~ifuments, for all crillles 

be limitted: but let t!lis limitation be urlkllo'wn 

I conceive I tllis fccret to be of the utmoft ilnportancc 

.11 reforl11il1g crill1itlals, and preventing crimcs. The 
1 
imagitlation, whell agitate,l \\,ith U11certaillty, ,\\·ill fcI .. 

dom fail of cOTlneCl:iIlg tIle JOIlgt,n: <llJratioll of pu

nifhment, with the fn1allefi: crilne. 

I Can!lot cOllceivc JI1Y t!lil1k more calculatc,l to llif

fure terror through Ol community, ::lhl thcrtby to 
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ptevent crimes, thau the combination of tLe thrce eir_ 

cll~fi:a·nces that }lave been lnentione(l in puniflln1cllts. 

Childrcll ,vill frcfJ upon tlu= evellil1g fire iil li11<:ning 

to tI!'.! t]lr~:j tliat \\,ill be fpread froJn tllis ahude of 

J11it~rv. ,FJuo:-=rtlitiOl1 will aJd to its llorrars: atlJ ro-
• A. 

lnance wi!l fillli ill it alllple materi:l!s for ficl:ia:l, 

\vhicll canrlot fail of increafing tl1t! terror of its 

ptllliI1?111cnts, 

Let it. not be objec.1:ed, that tIle terror pro<.lu ce{l 

by the lJiftory of thefe fccret pUIli!11mclits, ,,·-il] op~

r,~te_. like ,the abortiv~ fympathy I llJVe dcf':I!0eu • 

. ..rlai'L'-.: fyinpathy can be fully excite~i 0111y t:lrour.:}l .. o 

the . aVeJlue~ of the eyes and the ear~. 1~'::11~:es, tl1c 

rt:colletlion mat the ~nly defigtl of PUllifhin~ilt is tht.! 
• 
tE!for.m~idn of the c'rim:'nal will fufpend the '_!Cl:irJll 

of fympathy altogether. We liften with pak I:cfs tO 

·the, ·hiff:.øry of ei tedious cmd p~inful' Qperatioll in fur_ 

gerYj without a wifh to arreft the hand 'of the ope

rator. Our fympathy) which in thi:> cafe is of the 

pqjJi7.':! kind, is mixed with pleafure, when wc are 
....... 

~ffure~l, that thcre is a certaillty of the operation being 

rhe lneans of faving the lift: of the fuffc:rer. 

·~or let the expence of ereB:ing and fupporting a 

h')~[e or repcntancc, for the purpofcs thJt have been 

n~cntioncd, dct~r ll!i fruln tlle ul1(lcrtaking. It ,",·ould 

b~ eafy to demOllnrate, that it \vill not coft onc 

r·t)ur~11 as nlllcll ~.3 t!L.! 111ailltcllallCC of the nunlcrous 
· " 
• ) 1 ; .' J ' ..• ) 
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ftate. But why filould receptacles be provided a~4 

i·upported at an immenfe expenfe, in every country, 

for the reJief of perfona aØlided with bodily diior

ders, and an objeClior, be made to providing a place 
for the cu re of tIle 4ifeafes of the mind? 

Tl1e nature--degrees-and duration of the PUllith

ments, fhould all be determined berond a certain de .. 

gree, by a court properly conftituted for that purpofe, 
arld whofe bunners it fhould be to vifit the recepta~le 

for criminal& once or t\\9ice a year. 

I am aware of the prejudices of freemen, againR: .en

trutling power to a difcretionary court. But let it be 
remerabered, that no power is committcd to this court. ø 

but what is pofi"elred by the different courts of juftice 

LY} all free countries; nor fo much as is now wifelyand 

neceirarily poffetTed by the fupreme and inferior courts, 

in the execution of the pel1al1aws of Pennfylvania. I 

fhaU fpeIld no time in defending the confiftency of pri

vate punifhments, with a fafe and free government. 

Truth, upon tllis fubjeCl, cannot be divided. lf pub-

lic pUllifhments are injurious to criminals and to foci-

,et y , it follows that crimes iliould be punifhed in private, 

or not punifhed at all. Tllere is no alternative. The 

oppofition to private pUllifhments, therefore is fOllnded 

altogether in prejudice, or ill ignorance of the tr.e 

pril1ciplcs of liberty. 

x .. .. 



154 AN EN<t.UJIlY INTO THE EFFECT5 O} 

The fafety and advantages of pTivat~ punifhm~nts, 

ril appear, further, when ladd, that the heft governed 

families "and fchools are thofe, in which the fau!ts of 

fervants and children are rebuked private! Y , and \vhere 

con6nement alld iolitude are prefcrred for corredion, 

to the ufe of the rod. 

In order to render thefe punifhments effeClual, they 

ihoald be accommooatcd to the conftitutions and 

tempers of the criminals, and the peculiar nature of 

their crimes. Peculiar attention {ho.uld be paid, like

wife, in the nature, degrees, and duration of punifu

ments, to crimes, as they arife from paffionj hahit 

Or temptation. 

The punifhments, Ihould confift of bodily pain, la

bour, watchfulllCfs, latitude, and filence. Ther fhould 

all be joined ,,~ith cleanlinefs and a fimple diet. To 

afcertain the nature~dcgrees, and duration of the bodiiy 

psin, will require fome knowledge of the principles 

of fenfation, :lnd of the fynlpatllies which occur in 

the nervous fyftem. The labour fhould be fo regula- _ 

ted alld direll:ed, as to be profitable to the frate. Befides 

employing criminali in laborious and ufeful manufac

tures, .they rnay be compelled to derive a1l thcir fub. 

fiftance from a farm and cl garden, culti,ratcd hy their 

own hands, adjoining. the p13ce of tl1eir cOllfinc

ment. 

Thefe punifhments may be ufed feparately, or more 

Ot lefs combine(l, ~ccording to tlle J1Jtur\! of the crimes, 
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or according to the variations of the conftitution and 

tenlper of the crimillals. IR tIte application of them, 

the utmalt poflible advantages fhould be takc:n of the 

laws of the affociation of ideas, of habit, and of imi-
• tatlon. 

To render thefe phyfical remedies more etfeaual 

they fhould be accompanieq by regular i 11 ft rua ion in 
the principles and obligations of religion, by perfona 

appointed for that purpofe. 

Thus far I am fupported, in the application of the 
remedies I have mentioned, for the cure of crimes, 

by the faCts cont1ined in Mr. Howard's hiftory of 

prifons, A!1d by other obfervation.. It remains yet 

to prefcribe the: fptcifiC punifhment that is proper for 

each fptcific crinle. I-Iere In)' fubjeEt oi!gins to opprefs 

mc. Illave no more doubt of every crime having its 

cure in moral and phyfical illfluence, tharl I have of 

the efficacy of the PerUViaIJ hlrk in curing the in

termittilig fever. 'The ~nly difficulty is, to find out 

the proper remedy or remedies for particular vices. 

Mr Dufriche de Vallye, in his elaborate treatife up on 

penallaws, has performed tIle office of a pioneer upon 

this difficult fubjeCt. He llas <li"ide(l erill1es itlto claf

fts; and llilS affixed pllnifll1nellts to each of tllenl, in 

a number of ingenious tabics. Sonle of the con nec. 

tions he hli eftablifhecl, bet\VCC11 crin1cs al1d puniih-

mcnrs, appear to be jufi:. But nlany of llis punilhments 

are COlltrary to the firfl 11rinciplcs of aflion ill man; 
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and all of them are, in my opinion, improper, as far. 

as he order~ them to be infliCl:ed in the tJt of tlle puhlito. 

His attemp~, however, is laudable, and deien"es tlle' 

praife of every friend to mankind. 

If the invention of a machine for facilitating l~bour, 

has been repaid with the gratitude of a country, ho\\l' 

much more wili cllat man deferve, who fuall in vent the 

moft fpeedy arId effeCtual methods of reftoring tlle vi

cious part of mankind to virtue and happinef.s, and of 

extirpating a port ion of vice from the \\~orld ? aappy 

condition of human affairs! when llumanity, philo~ 

fophy and chrift.ianity, {hall unite their influence to 

teach men, that the)- are brethren; an(l to prevent 

their preyillg atlY longer upon each other! Happy 

citizens of the United States, whofi! gover11ments 

permit them to adopt every difcovery in tlle fl10ral 

~r in!elleClua~ worl~t, th~!t ]ea(ls to tllefe Benevo]ellt 

purpofes! 

Let it 110t be objeCled, that it \\till be impofllble for 

men, \\yho have expi;1tcd tl1eir offences by the n10dc cf 

puni1hment that has bectl pr0~ofed, to lece;'~r tIleir 

former contleC}jons with fociety. 'lhis objec1ioll arifes 

from an Ullfortul1ate ~fi()ciatioll of idc;~s. '1'11e ilJ fam y . 
of crimirJals is derived, 110t fo n1ucli frt,lll the rcr11enl~ 

branee of tl~eir crimes, as {r o 111 tl-le rcccl!cction "()f 

tllc ignon1illY of tllt:ir l1un.iflllncnts. Cr :n't'~"; i)To<:uce 

a fiain, wllicl} may be \\pa{hc(l out by rcforl~1at~0n, :1!!(! 

which fre(lucnt.ly "pcars a,vay by tirne; but rul>lic 



punifhments !eav~ (tars ,which disiigore the whole 

charaCler; and hence perfons, who haYe CulTered 

theol,2re ever aft~rwards view~d with honor or aver .. 

600. If crimes were expiated by private difcipline, .1nd 

fucceeded by reformation, criminals "uJd pTObablJ 
f ufFer no more in charaCler from them, tb2D men 

fuffer in their reputatioll or ufefulnefs from the pun~.: 

rncnts they have undergonc when hoys at fchool. 

I .. am fo perfeClJy f&itis6ed of the truth of this opinion, 

tJllt methinks I already heaT the inhabitants of our vil

lages and to\vn1hips counting the years that {hall com

pletc th~ reformatioll of one of their citizens. I behold 

tIlelD running to Oleet himon the day of his deJiverance. 

~is friends and famiJy bath~ his cheeks with tears of 

j()y ; and the univerfJl {bout of the neigoourbood is, 

" This our brotl1cr \\Tas loft, an<l is found-was dead 

and is alive." 

It has Iong been a de6dcratum in govemmeIlt, that 

tllerc fltould exift in it no pardonil'~ po\ver, fince the 

certaillly of puniflln1el1t operates (o much more than 

its feverity, or infaRlY, in preventing crimes. But wherc 

punifllments are exceffive in degree, or illfamOtlS frilm 

being public, a pardoning power is abfolutcly necef .. 

fary. ReIDove their fevrrity and pubiic infam y, and 

a pardolling power ceafes to be nece{[ary ill a code of 

criOlillal jurifprudel1ce. Nay, further-it is fuch a 

dcf:.!a in penal laws, as itl fonle me:tfllre flef\!3ts every 

~nvetltioll to prevent crimes, or to cure Ilabits of vi~e. 



lf punilhments were nloderate, juft, and pri\Wate, tlley 

,,·ould ~x411t the feeJings of public jufticf: and benevo

Ienee ro far above the emotions of hUmaJlity ill \\"it

DebeS, juries and judges, that they wou1d forget to 

conceal, or to palliate crimes; alld the eer/aillty of pu-

nUhment) by cxtinguifhillg aJl hope of pardoll in tlle 

criminal, wouJd lead him to cOllneCl: tIte beginnillg 

of hi~ repentance with· the laft words of his fentence 

of condemnation. To obtain this great and falutary 
• end, there lhould exift c, .. trtain portions of pUllilhment, 

both in duration and degree, wll!ch fhould be pJaced 

by la,," beyond tlle power of the difcretionary court 

h~f"re mentiol1ed, to {hortell or mitig:lte. 

I ha\ye faitl nothing upon the mantler of in

fli8iI!g death as a pUlu!hment for crinles, bccaufe I 

contid~r it as an improper PUllifllmellt for allY crime. 

E'YCll nlurder itfelf is propagated by the punil11ment 

of ,leath for murdt;r. Of this \~re have a renlJrkable 

proof illltaly. 'l'he duke of TufcallY foon after 

the publication of tlle marquis of Bcccaria's exccllcnt 

treatifc upon this fubjccl, aboiifhctl dClth as a pllllifh

m~nt fdr elnurder. A gentleln,"!!l, ,\~110 refided five 

year .. at Pif:l~ormed me, that only five murders 

}l:lll beel1 perpctrat~d in llis dOjniniolls in t\vcnty 

:·cdrs. The f?me gelltlcll1all added, tllat after llis 

reli;.e~~(e in rru[cany, lie [pC11t threc nlollths ill Renle, 

",~herc deat}} i~ frill tl-lt l,ullifllmcllt of mUf<!er, and 

,\e}!~r~ ex~cutioålt;,:lCcording to Dr. Moore, are conduCl

"O \\,itIl p--=culijr circunlfi:anc~~ of pul,lic parade. Dll-
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ring tllis fhort period, there were fixty murdcrs com. 

mitted ill tIle precinCls 'lf that city. It is remarkable, 

the manl1er~ principles, and religion, of tlle irlhabitants 

of Tufcany and Rome, are exaClly the fame. The 

abolition of death alone, as a punifhment for murder, 

produced this difference in the moral charaCl:er of 

the tWQ nations. 

I fufpeB: the attachment to death, as a punifu .. 

ment for murder, in milldi otrlerwife erJlig.htencd, 

up on the fubjeCl: of capitaI purlifhments J arifes front 

a falfe interpretation of :1 paffage contanled in the 

old tefl:alnent, and tllat is, "Ile that {heds the hlood 

of nlan, by matl {hall Ilis blood be fhed." This h;ts 

been fuppofed to imply that blood could only be ex.-

piated by blood. But I am difpofed to believe, witIl 

a late conlmel1tator't upon tlws text of fcripture, tha.t 

it is rather a prediElion tIlall a law. The language ()f 

it is finlply, that fuell ,vill be tlle depravity and 

folly of man, that murder, in every age, !hall heget 

mur(ler. LJ\\"s, therefore, \vhich iIlflitl deatIl for 

mur(ler, are, ill nlY Opillion, as uncllriftian as tho{e 

,vhich juftify or tolcrat~ revenge ; for tll~gations 

of chriftianity UPOll individu'lls, to pl~e repentance, 

to forgive illjuries, and to difellarge tl1c dutics of 

·univerfal h€nevoletlce, are equally billding upon fiates. 

The power over human life, is the fole tlero

gative of him wIlo gave it. Hunlln la\\rs, therefore, 

• The reverer.u 1\1r. \V'illi31n Turner, in the fcc\)nd vtJl. of ~llen1viJ"" 

.fthe Liter.!ry _nd P~·jl,)forhi~.:ll Society of~~~n(.;hefl..:r. 
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rife in rebellion ~gaillft this prerogative, ",hen they 
transfer it to humaTl hands. 

If fo.ciery can be fecured frOln violence, by COl1fillirlg 

ilte murderer, [o as to prevent a- repetitioll of his 

Critlle, the end of extirpation wilI be arJf werclI. III 

confin~ment, he nlay be reformed: and if tllis fllOuld 

prove impraCl:iCflble, Ile may !le refira!ned {or a term 

of years, that \vill probably, be coeval witll his lire. 

There \vas a time, whel1 the punifilmcl1t of cap

tives with dcath or fervirude, an,l tIle indifcrimillate 

deftruEtion of peaceable hu~andmen, women, and 

childrcll, were tllought to be elfential, to the fuccefs 

of war, and the fafety of flates. 

taught us, that this is 110t the cafe. 

But experience has 

And in prcr~or-

tiOll ~3 }lumanity has triumphed over thefe m~xims 

of falfe policy, wars have heen Iefs frcquent alltl terri

ble, and natioIls have enjoyed longer intervals of in

ternal tranquility. TIte virtues are all parts of a circle. 

Whatevcr is llulnane, is \vife-whatcver is wife, is 

juft-and whatcver is wife, jun, anc! humane, wiIl 
be f01Jnd to be tIle true intcreft of flates, whether 

criminaIs or fo(~ign enelnies are tllc· oL'.ieus of thei r 
~ 

Icgifbtion. .' 

I have taken 110 Rotice of perpetual banifllmcllt, ~g 

a IIJal puniihment, as I conGdcr it the next in <1<;
gret!~ in folly and crudty, to the punilhmcut of death. 

If tllc rCCc11tacle for crir,linals, \\~llicl1 11lS been pro. 
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pof~d, is creCled· in a renlote part of the ftatr, it 
\~/ill att with the falne force upon the feelings .of the. 

11UI11atl heart, as perpetual ballilhment. Exile, when' 

perpetual, by defiroying one of the moft powerful prin-
• 

ciples of at1:ion in man, \7iz. the love of kindred and 
. 

COulltrYJ deprives us of all the advantages, which 

might be derived from it, ;n tlle buunefs of reformation. 

\\Thile ccrtain paffions are \\-aakened, this noble paffioIl 

is ftrengthencd by age: hence, by preferving. tlli~ 

plffion alive, ,ve furnifll a prillciple, which, in time 

may become an overmatch for thofe vicious habits, 

\vhich feplrated criminals from their friends and from 

fociety. 

Not\\~itlltl:an(ling tIlis. te{li111ony~againft the puniflt .. 

n1ent of (lea tIl and perpetual baIlitblnent, I cal1not }le]p 

adJing, tllat t~ere is nlore merey to the criminal, and 

lefs injury ,lone tO focietYJ by both of them, than by 
public infan1Y 311d pai!l, \\,ithout tIlem. 

The great art of furgery has been faid to confift in 

faving, 110t ill de~roying, or amplltating the difeaf~d 

parts of tlle humall body. Let governments learn, to 

imitate, ill tllis refpeCl, the {kilI atld humanity of the 

h\.!alillg 3rt. Nature knows ]10 waft:e in any of Iler 

011ciations. Eve1l plltrefat1:iori itfelf is the pareIlt of 

\lfcful produt\:iGns to nlall. IIuI11Jtl ingcnuity imitates 

nature ill a variety of arts. OtTal nlJtcrs, of all kin(~s, 

a,re {lail y cOl1verte(1 into tl1c lncal1S of increafing tIle 

l1rofits of ill(lllflry, all(l tllC pleat\lr~~ of humatl 1if~,. 
y 



16l AN ENQYltlY INTO THE EFFECTS 0' 

The foul of man 31øne, with all its moral al1d il1teJ ... 

leClual powers, whcn mifled by paffioll, is abandoned, 
by the i&n0rance or cruelty of man, to unprofitahle 

. .. 
corruptl0n, or extlrpatlon. 

A worthy prelate of the churcll of Englalld once 

raid upon feeing a criminal led to execution, cc 'fherc 

goes my wicked felf." Confidering the vices· to which 

the frailty of hUlnan nature expofes whole families of 

cvery rank and clafs in life, it becomes us, wllenever 

, we fee a fello\v creature led to public infamy and 

pain. to add further. "There goes my unhappy 

fatIler, niy unhappy brother, or my unhappy fon," 

2nd afterwards to atk. ourfelves, wllether p,-i'Vate puniili. 

menta are not to be preferred to pl/hlic. 

For the Ilonour of 11umanity it can be faid, that in 

every age alld country, there have been found perfons 

in whom uncorrupted nature has triumphed over 

cuftom and law.. EIre, why do we hear cf houfes 

being abandoned Ilear ·to places of publjc execution? 

Why do we fee doors 311d windows fhut on the days 

or hours of criminal exhibitiol1S? WI1Y do we hear 

of aid being fecretly Jfforded to criminals, to mitigate 

or elude the feverity of their punifhments ? Why is 

the public executioller of tlle l.~w all objet1 of fuch 

general dcteftation? The(e things are latent nruggles 

of reafon, or ratller tlle fecre'l voice of God llimfelf, 
fpeaking itl the hUlllaJl heart, agail1ll: tllC folly all,l 

cruelty of public PUllitl1111ent. 
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I fil all cfJDclude this enquiry by obferving, that 

the rame falfe religion and philofophy, which once 

ki.!1d1ed the fire on the alter of perfecutioD, now doom 

the crinlinal to public ignominy and death. In pro

portion as the principles of philofophy and cllriftianity 

are underftood, they wiJl agree in extinguifhiIlg the 

one, and deftroying the other. lf thefe principles 

contin\le to extend their influence upon government, as 

they have done for fome years paft, I cannot help en

tertaining a hope, that the time is not very diftant, 

when the gallows, the pillory, the ftocks, the whipp

ing-poll: and the wheel-barrow, (the urual engines of 

public punifhments) will be conneCled with the hiftory 

of the rack and the ftakeJ as nlarks of the barbarity 

of ages . and cQulltries, and as melancho1y proofs of the 

feeble operation of reafon and religion up on the 

human mind. 
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AN I:NQ!J IR.Y INTO TRE CO~5ISTENCY OF TIIE P1:N ISu. 

MENT OF Mt:RDER. BY DEATB, W lTD itEASC-N A!I!l 

llE\PELAT I O~. 

I. THE Punilhment of ~iurder bv DeCith, is 

contrary to ,..~afcn, and to tb~ order all\t 

h~l,pinefs of f!)~iet} ... 

I. It leff't:ns the horror of taking :l\va}y hUl113n lif~, 

and t]lereby tellds to multinlv murdcrs. 
& I 

2. It produces murder by its influence UPOll peo

ple who are tired of life, and \vho, from a fuppofition 

that nlurder is ;l lcfs crin1e tll:lll fuicide, deilroy a life 

(and of tell tll:lt vI a lle:tr cOIl11euiofl) aJld :lfteT\\'3rds 

deli\"'er thenlfelves tIl" to tIle la\vs of theil" c0u:ltr}F, 

that they n13}" efcap~ fr~lll their mifery by lne:!I~3 of ~ 

halter. 

l f ' _l·..... l · mllruers, rOlll tile UJ.'::ICU .. ty It 

perfOIlS \ .. ~~!O ar~ g~~::y of it. 

at tht: ili~d cf fIle f~~\·~,"irv a!lcl 
J 

F U· ~, '1r1 
I'" '-I"' • .s. LI •. _.", .U .. , 

crc~t~s of CCll\'~(.1illg 

IItllll~11i!iy, rCYl .. iting 

ceft~jn ty ()::l (,.1 \1 ~ t:!l 
I & 

iil .l4J.vour of ~ nlurl!crCr, as fcrccn~ ll~,~l frul.; llcJtl1 

~ltogetllt:r, ()r pJl!ia~('~ llis crinle illto lr!~:nt;.\l·:~l\tLl. 

Ert;Il tllc Lt\v itfelf f.l\'ut!rs tllc acquit~l o:·~: å:~ll:'dcrl'r 
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by making the circumftance of premeditation and 

m31ice, nc:ceffary to render the otfence, a capita) crimc. 

l.lr. Townfend tells us in his trave)s into Spain

that fe~enty rnurders wcre perpetratcd in Malaga in . 

the 16 months ,vhich preceeded his vi6t to that 

city, a]1 ,?f \\·hic}l efcaped with impunity, 311d pro. 

bably from the caufes wllich have been mentioned. 

If the punilhment of murder confifted in long con .. 

filleinent, and 111rd ltlbour, it would be proportioned 

to the nle3furc of our feelillgs of juftice, and every 

nlen,her of focicty ,\·ould be a \Vatcllnlan, or a ma

gill:rate, to appreheJld a deftroyer of human life, and 

to bril1g 11im to pUllirnment. 

4- rrnc punifllmellt of mllrder by death checks the 

op~r2tions of univerfal juftice, by preveJlting dlc 

PUllifl1111ent of c\'cry fpecies of murder . 

5. Tl1e punifilmellt of murrler by death has be en 

proved to be contrary to the order and happinefs of 

fociety, by tllC eXl')erimeJlts of fome of the wifeft 

!egillltors in Europe. TIlc Emprcfs of R\lfia, the 

I~il1g of S\VCdeJl, Clll{1 tlle Duke of "fufcan)T) have 

~ltlrly cxtir!lated murder from their (IOlniniolls, by 
cOllvcrting its l-1Ullitlllncllts into tlle means of i.,ene .. 

~tillg focicty, and refonning the criminals who per-
. 

petr Jte It. 

Il. 'rh~ }'l1111ifllnlcl1t of lnurder by deatll is con .. 

trary to dirz"i,Jl' r .. ,~,~'! .. :!j:;,f/. A religion Wl1ich cOlnlllalld, 

j; _ , .. u 1. 3. 



166 ON TItE I'CNlSHMENT OF MUllDli:R . 
11. to forgive, and even to do good to, our enemics, 

.can -never authorife -the punitnment of murder by 

cleath. c' Vengenee is mine," raid the Lord; cc I 
will repay." It is to no purpofe to fay here, mat 
tllis vengeanee it taken out of the hallds of an indi .. 

vidual, and direB:ed agaillft the crimin~ by the hand 

of go\rernment. It is equally an ufurpation of the 

prerogative of heaven, whether it be inliCl:ed by a 

fingle perfo~, or by a whole community. 

Here I expeCl: to meet with an appeal from the 

Jetter and fpirit of the gofp::l, to the law of l\fofes, 

wluch dec].ar<s, 'c he that kilietIl a man fhall be 

put to death." Forgiye, tndulgent heaven! the ig

norance and crueJty of man, which, by the mifap

plication of this text of fcripture, has fo,- long and fo 

of ten ftained tIle religion of Jefus Chrift with follr 

ån({ revetlge. 

'The folloWing conlidentions, I hope, will prove 

that no argument can be (leduced from this Iaw, to 

juftify the punifhment of murder by death;--on the 

contrary, tllat fe\~ral argument! agaillft it, m"y be 

deri,~ed from a juft and - ration:11 explatlitioo 'Jf that 

..Fart of the Levitical inftitlltions. 

1'. The~e are many things it! fcripture above, but 

nothing contrary to, reafoIl. Now, the IJunilhnlent:_ 

of lalurder by deatl1, is COlltrary to reafon. It cannot, 

there·fore, b«: I1grecable to the \vilI of God. 
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2. The order antillappincfs of {ociety caRDOt fd 
o( heiog agreeable to the will of God. Bat the pa
nilhment of murder by dcath. deftroys tbe ordu aDd 

happineCs of CocictJ. It muft thercfore be coDttarJ 
to the ril of God. 

3. Many of the laws given by Mores, .ere acco~ 

modated to the ignoran~J wickednefs, and " hardncfs 
cc of heart," of the Jewsa Heuce their dirine legi
flator exprefsly Cafs, l' I gave thc~ ftatutcs ~~ ...ete 

• 
te not good, 3Ild judgments .Jlereby mer fhould not 

live." Of mis, the law which refpel\s divDrces, anti 

the 12W of retaliation, which required, cc an eye fot 

cc an eye, and:1 tooth for a tooth~" are remarkable 

inftances. 

Bat \Ve are told, that the puniihmeDt of muroer bJ. 
death, is founJ~d not onlr on the "law of Moles, Imt 
upon a po6tive precept given to Noah and his pofte~ 

ritf, tbat " who(o lheddeth mm"s blood,.by man {hall 

his b1o.od be flu:d," . If the intlrpretatioa of" this

text given in:1 former cff'ay· be not admittt.-d, I Øt:lll 

attempt to explain it by remalking, that {oon afkr the 

flood, the infancy and weaknefs of fociety rendered it 

impoffible to punifh murJcr bv confincment. Tht"re 
• 

\vas therefor= Jl0 Dle(litlm betweell illftiaina dCltft 
o 

upon a murd~rer, and {utrering bim to efcape with 

impW1itV, and thrul,y to perpetrate more ach of via
lence againft his fdlow creat"res. It pleafe(l God, 

in this condition of tlle wodd, to permit a ters, i!1 
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order to prevent a gre3ter e\,il. He therefore commit~ 

{or a .. hile his exc)lifive power over hum;lD life, to 

his creaturcs for the fafety anå prcfervation of all 

infant focietYt which might otllerwi(e have perifhed, 

and with it, the only Rock of the hurna!1 race. The 

command indirealy im pli(s that the crime of murder 

was Jlot punifhed by death in the mature ftate of fo

eiet y which exifted bcfore the flood. Nor is tJlis t11~ 

only inftance UpOJl rccord Ul th~ fcriptures in ,,·hich 

God has. delegated bis. power over human life to his 

creatures. Abraham ~:xpreffe3 no furprifc at the com

malld which God gaTe )1im to flcrifice Jlis fon. He 

fllbmits to it as a pTecept founded in .re:lfon and n~tural 

jeftice, for nothmg could be plOTe obvious, than that 

the giver of life had Cl right to claim it, \vllen alltI in 

rum mantler as he pleafed. 'Til l mell are able to 

give lire, it betomes them to ttemble at tJle thought of 

taking it away. WiJI a man rob God ?-Yes-.. he 

rOM ,him of what is infinitely dear to him~of his 

darling attribute of merey, e\"ery rime h\! deprives a 

fellow creature of life. 

4. If tl1e l\Iofaic Ja,,', \vith refpeCl: to murder, be 

obligatory upon Chrifliani, it fol1ows that it is equaUy 

obligatory upon them to punifh e\<lcltery, blafphemy 

31ld otller c31,ital crimes that are melltioncd ill the 

Levitieal law, by dClth. Nor is this all : it juftifies 
" 

the cxtirp:ttion of the Inl!i~ns, :md the ellflaYing of 

tlle A fric;& I!S; [(Jr tl1~ c~nlm;l neI to tl1c j C\'·s tQ 
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detl:roy the Canaanite!J, ~nd to makt flaves of theit 

h:.lthcn ncig~urs, is as pofitive as th~command 
wllicl1 decllreS, " that Ile that killeth a man, 1hall futt),. 

be pur to deatll." 

5. l!..very part of tIle Levitical law, is full of types 
of the Meffiah. May llot the punifhment of death, 

infli~ed by it, be intended to reprefent thedemerit 

- and cOllfeqt1C11CeS of fill) as the cities of refuge were 

the offices of the Meffilh? And may not the enJarge

I11ellt of o1urderers wllo had fled to thofe cities of refuge, 

upon tl1e {leatIl of a high prieft, reprefent the eternal 

abrogation of the 13\\" \vl1.ich inflitted deatll for murdert 

bv the mecitoi·ious death of the Saviour of the werld l 
ti 

6. The inlperfeCl:ion and feverity of thefe laws 
• • 

were problbly intellded farther-to illuftrate, the per-

feCl:iol1 and mildncfs of the gofpel difpenfatiort. It is 

in this mantler tlJat God }las manifefted himfelf in 

many of his aas. I-Ie crea'ted darknefs firft, to illuf .. . 
trate by comparifon the beauty of li~ht,and he per-

mits fin, n1if~ry, r,llti death in the moral world, that 

he may hcreafte~ difplay nlore illttftrioufly the bieffings 

of rlgllteoufn(fs, happinefs, and iInmortal life. Tllis 

Opitlion is f,\vourell by St. Paul, who fays, ,( the 

" la\v wadc JJothillg perfett, and that it was a 

" ibJ.dC' ... v of gooll tllil1gS to come." 

l-Iow dcliglltful to clifcover fuch an exaCl: harmony 

hf.tween the diClatcs of reafon, the order and. hap
~ 
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pine(s of fociety, and. the precepts of the gofpel! 

There is a aerfetl ullity in truth. U pall all fubjetls 

- in all ag(s-and in all countries-truL~S of every 

kin~ agree with -each otller. I t!lall now._ take 110tiee 

of (ome of the a>mmOl1 arguments, \vhich are m~de 

ure of) to defend the ilullilhnlents of murder by deatll. 

I. It has been faid, tl1at tlle com mon fel1fe of all 

nations, and particularly of fa,·ab(ts, is ill fa,·our of 

punithing murder by deatli. 0'0 

'The common rCIIfe of all l1ations is ill favour of 

the commeree and l1avery of their fellow creatures. 

But this does llot take a,,"ay from their immorality. 

Could it be pro\yed tllat ~he Indians puni!h murdel

by death, it would not eftablifll the right of nlan over 

thelife of a fellow creature; for re\'engc \\'C kno\v 

in its utmoft extellt is th: ltniverfa! and darliIlg paffion 

of all favage llations. 'l~he pr~aicc morever, (if it 

exift) D1U1l 113ve origiIlated in 1:etdJity: for a pcoplc 

\vho 11a,~e 110 fettletl place of l·c(i(leJICe, allll \vho are 

averfe floin all labour, fould reftrail1 nlurder in 110 

other way. llut I alll Jiii)ofed to doubt whetller tllc 

IIl(lians PU11ifll lTIurder by dcath anlong their O\Vll 

tribes. In all tIlofe cafcs \vherc a life is taken J\\'ay 

by all Il1<liaJl of Cl foreign trjl)e, tl1CY al\vays clC111a!lli 

the fatisfac.licll of life for life. 13ut tllis l)raCl:icc i~ 

fOU11dcd 011 a delire of l)rcf'~rving a balal1ce in thcir 

11\lrr~ber3 ~lIld pov.'cr; fOI c.1111011g 11atiollS \\rllich confiit 

of ()·t11y ~\ ft.;\V \'·;lrrior~, tllc lofs of all illdividual 
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orten dcftrvjs this baJance, and tl1ercby expofes them 

to Wlr or eA:termination. It is for the fame purpofc 

of k~epln~f IIp an equality in numhers and power, 

thlt tIley of ten adopt capti,'c children into their nations 

::nd f~milies. What makes tIlis exp]anation of the 

praClice of punifhing murder by deatll amopg :the 
Indians nlore probJbIe, is, tl1at Wc lind the {ame 

bloody and ,'"indiClive fatisfa8ion is reqøired of a 

foreign n:ttion, \VIlcther tl1e perf 011 Joft, be kiHed by 
an accident, or premeditated violence. Many f~as 
miglIt be mentioned from traveleers to prove that the 

Illdians do not punifh n1urder by death within the 

juriftlit1ion of their own trihes. I {hall mention only 

one, '\vllicll is taken from the Rev. Mr.' John Mega

polen-fis's account of tlle Mollawk Indians, Iately pub

lifhetl in Mr IIazatd's llifl:orical colleCtion of frate pa

pers.-c, Tllere is no plJnifhment, (fays our aUUlor) 

cc herc for murder, but every one is llis o\\yn avenger. 

c( The friends of tJle ({eceafc,l revenge themfelves 

'c upon the nlllrderer until peace is; made with tlle 

'e Jlext a kine But althougll t11ey are {o cruel, yet 

cc tllere are not half fo lnany murders committed 

"- among tllem as among Cllriftians, 'not\\"ithfianding 

" tIleir f~vere Ia\v's, al1d llcavy penalties." 

2. It has been faid, that the horrors of a guilty 

COl1fcieRce proclaim tlle jl1ftice and neceffity of death, 

ai a PUllifllmellt for mur<.ler. I draw an argument of 

_not-her l1atl1re from cllis faCl. Are tIle horrors of 

cOllfci~n~c the pum!hment that God infiiCls UPOJl 
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murder ? Why, then fhould we fhorten or deftroy 

them by death, efpecially as we are taught to dirccl 

the moft atrocious murderers to expetl: pardon il1 th~ 

future world? No, let us not counteratt the go\'ern

ment of God in the human breafl:: ]t:t tJle murderer 

live-but let it be to fufFer tlle reploaehes of a guilty 

confcience; Jet him live, to make compenfatioll to 

wciety for the irJjury Ile .has done it, by robbing it of 

• citizfn; let him li\~e- to maintain the family of the 

man whom Ile has murdered; let him 1i'ge, tl1at tlle 

punifhment of his crime may beccme l,lniverfal ; at1d, 

laftly, let him live, tl13t murder roay he extirpated 

frem the lin of ·l.uman (rimes' 

Let us examine the condu8: of tlle Dl0ral R1Jler of 

the world to~'aTds tIle firfl: murdcrer.-See Cain, 

returniJlg from his neld, ",·ith 11is i1allds ··reeking \\ .. ith 

the bloo({ of 11 is brotiler! 1:0 the 11cavcI1s C:1tl~cr 
~ 

DlackJlCfs, and does a flalli of lightllitlg bl;'1fl: him to 

the carth? No. J)oes 11is father Ad~nl, tlle J13tural 

legiflator and judge oftl1e \vorld, infliCl: UPOll hinl 

the punifllrr.cTlt of deatll? No. '1~lle iJlf-illitely' ,,·i[c 

God becclncs 11is judgc an(1 cxecutiOl!er. He t·xpels 

him frUIl} the fociet}'· of \\11ucllllc ,""as' a nlcl11bcr. Ilc 

nxes in Jlis confeieIlce a never <Iying \'''Orl11. Ile ful,-

je8s hinl to the Ilcceffity of labo\lr ; al1l1 to fcc-ure a 

duration of ]iis P\ll}ifllOlent, rroportiol~ed to l~ is c-rillle, 

)le l')uts a mark of prollibitioll l!fcn 1:1111 J to prc\'cnt 

his being put to deatJ1, by \\·t~lk ~nd angry men; 

åec]aring, at tlle fame till~C, tll::t " \\'L o fLH; V l r f1-,~yttll 
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cc Cain, vengeance {hall be taken on him reven .. 

" fold. 

But furtllcr, if a neceffary conneClion exifted be

t\\'een the crime of murder and death in the nlind 

;lnd la,,,s of tlle Deity, llow cornes it that Mores and 

David cfcaped it? 1~hey poth imbrued th~ir hands in 

illnocrnt blood, and yet tlle horrors of a guilty con .. 

feienee \~ere their only punilhmentJl The fubfequent 
I 

COllduCl: -of tllof~ t\VO great and good men, p-oves that 

t~le 11cart may- retain a found part after committing 

nlurd~r, and tllat even lnurderers) -after repental1ce, 

Jn:lY be tl1c vehicles of great temporal and fpiritual 

blcllings to Inankilld. 

3- Tlle declaration of St. Paul before Feftus, refpeCl:. 

ilJg the punifhlnent. of death,· and the fpeecl1 of tIlo 

åying tllief on the crofs,t are faitl to prove the la\vful

ncfs of pUItii11ing murder by death: but tlley prove 

only that tIle puniihment of death was agreeable to the 

Romalllaw. Human life was extreme]y clleap under 
, 

tl1c Ronlan governnlent.. Of this we need no further 

proof,thal1 tIle llead of }011n the Baptifi forming a part 

of a royal elltertainnlent. From tIle frequency of pub

lic executions, amol1g tIlofe people, tIle fu'ord was 

confideretl as all em.hlem of public juflice. But to 

,. " For if I Le an ofl-"tnder, and have commi,trd ~ny thi ng \\Torthy of 

'c delt h, I rcf~ fe not f.O die. "-Aa, XX\'. and Il. 

t c, We indced" (Ufi<"f " Jufe.'), for we reccive the due re\vanJ of 0\1= 

"decJs .. "--14uke xx iiL ~lnd 4. 1• 
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fuppofe, from the appeals whicb a:-e fl.imctir.~es m3~e 

tn it as a fign of juftice, that capital punifhments are 

2pproved of in tlle New rfcftament, is :IS abfuro ;l.S 

it would be to fuppofe.that horre-racing "ras a chriftian 

~xercjfe, from St. Paul's frequent allu60ns to the 

. Ol}·mpic games. 

TIte declaration of the baTbarians upon feeing the 

f~l:lke faften upon St. Pau)"s hand, proves DntllirJg but 

the ignorc!nce of thofe unci\rilized pcople ;_'c and 

c, \vIlen tIle barbarians fa,," the vent)mous beaft ha~g on 

-" 11is Iland, tlley raid -among themfelves, no dcubt this 

cc man is a murderer, ,,'110m, tllough he hatll efcaped 

c, tiie [el, }?et \yel16eance fuff~reth llot to live."-Ails 

xvii. and 4th. 

1 r ~rc it u·ill he proper to c!irLingl1ifll het\\'een tlie 

fcnfc of jttfi.ice fo univerfal 3ffiong :111 l1ations, and an 

:ll~prcbation of death as a punifllnlellt for murder. 

"1"j1e fcrlner is v.!ritten by tlle finger cf God upon 

cvcr}F llUlnJn Ileart, but like his ov.'n attr!bute of 

jllfticc, it 1135 the l1appincfs of individuals 211d of 

fl)ciet,l' for its obie(l·s. It is al,v~\·s nlifled, \\'llen it 
• J J 

f~cks for fati!;faClion ill punifllments tllat are inj\lriollS 

to f('Ciety, (f tllat are difpropcrtic11fO to crimes. TItt 
~ 

fatisfac1ioll Qf this lIllirerfal feJlfc of jufiicc by tlle 

runiGl:~ents of i 111prifol1 J11 cut ~!ld l,lbotlr, ",'ould far 

exree(l tllat ,vIiicl1 is (leri \"c(l fronl t}lC punifllmel1t (~ 

dClth; for it ,,·ouI(1 l)~ of l011ger duratiorl, al1d it 

,\"oul<l mor~ f :-C(l'JCIltl y cccur ; for, tl pOll a rrincip 1\! 

• 
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formeriy mentioned, fcarcely aDY fpecies of lnurder 

wowd efcap= \vitll impuuity.t 

rrhe conduB: alld Jifcourfes of our S~vi()ur fllOtlld 

outweigh every argument that has been or can be 
otTered ill f.l\·our of capital punifhment for any crimc, 

'Vhen the .woman caught ill a1nltery v;as brGu'~ht to 

him, he e\-aded infliCl:illg the bloody fcntence of tlle 

Jc\\ri1h law upon her Even the "11ait1Iir~· of the body 

~!1~~ars to be offenfive in lus fight; for \\~heJl Peter 
A &. 

dr~\v his {"rord, a:l:l fIllote off the ear of tllC fer\Tant 

of tIle high pricftJ Il~ repl:lced it by miracle, and at 

the f.lJ:1C ti:ne declared, that" all they who t.lke tht: 

" fword, {h6111 peri!a with the fword." lIe furgave 

tIle crime of· !nurder, 011 Il is crofs; an,l af~er hi~ re

ftlfre:tioll) lIe cOlumande(lllis ditciples to preacl1 the 

gof pel of forgi\~ellef~, fl')'} at ]erufaienl j \\,.here he;; 

\\!"c!l !.;.ne\v ]li5 lnllrderers nill relided. Tllefe fl:ri!~ing 

facls are rccor<.leJ for our iinit~tioll, anti fcern illten,-{~d. 

to 111t\V t!lJt t!le Son of God died, not 0:11y to rc

COIICil~ God to Illal), but to recol1cile nleIl to eaen 

other. 'fIlere is Olle paflåge ITtore, ill the llifior)' of 

our Saviour's lift: w!4~ch \\'ouIJ of itfc.:ll· overfet tllC 
• 

t .. )~ fc~\l: of pU:1iih:~C'n~s, '~"'Y meJns of impr:f\Jnn1ent JnJ labo~:r, n::~ht 

,~(l1:1 he con~ri·~·~J, 1)~i tu be aCCO!110JatcJ to' the ,-tiil~rent degrc~s of 

.ltro~ .. ity in murJ;.:r. For l'xaffJplc-f)r the hrft or hj~he!l: Jl'grlc of guilt, 

let the: p u!1itbmc nt be (vll tuJ~ J!hi Jar;·:. Ilt [), and a ter ~l ~L~~ ... :t of enlploy .. 

r.1~at. r'0r th~ f\.:con.l, f"Jl~tuJ~ J!lJ jauo16r, \virh the benefit of light. 

Fur the thirJ, confincmc:1t ~:lJ la!iouL l' ht.: d;t .. ·.;:i;:'/ cft~H:[C Ih.ln~~lnlcn~, 

'-1,)~.lJ l~l:.e~·,lfc b.: ~Jv<!rr;c~ ~)' the.: J,trul.·j:y vi' the lnu!'d(.!,., ;t,lJ h.l' t~l:! 
'"l·r,,·o.~''' ." ....... , ...... ,,) .... ,J ...... , .• t

'
"\ t •• :.,· ,1 

• -l"~ ~ ~O.-.11.1w~ ............ n~l ...... ~\.n, III ~.Ut.. Io. •• ,l.ln .... . 
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jufl:ic"~ of tlle punlfhnlelit of dcatIl for lnurd~r, it 
ev.:.ry (,thcr p'lrt of tlle Biblt! hld heen fi)~11t Ul1l111 tll~ 

fubj~:!a. Wllell two of llis diiciplcs, a[t:.L~t:;d by t!H.! 

fpirit of vinclit1ive legiflators, requeit~d p::rf!liilioll 

of him to call1io\VJl fire from I-I~avcIl to COilfuln~ the 

inllofpitabll! ~amJrital1S, he anf\vereJ th~!n" FI"he 

" S~n of l\IaIl is not COJne to l/dIr»), metl's li)"ts but 

" to fave them." I wifh thefe \vorJs compofcd t!le 

111otto of the arnlS of cvery nation UPOIl the fare of 

the ear:h. 'fIley illCulC:ltc cvery duty that i 5 C:lIClll .. l

ted to prelerve, rcftore, or proJong Iltll11all !if~. 

Tlley n1ilitate alik~-! "g.1inft war-and capita! pU!1ifll

mellts-the objeds of which, are the !.mpro5tab1.: dc

JlruCtio:l of the jives of nlen. HO\~l pr~Ci()i15 tioes a 

llu111al1 life appear from tll(![e \vor(ls, in t!!~ fi;l!t of 

IICa\rell! Pau(e, Legiflat?rs, whcn yon give )?our 

vottS ft~r illfliCl:ing the punithment of deJth for any 

crime Y ou frtlftrate ill one infl~nc~, t!1e (lefign of 

the milllon of tlle Son of Gorl il1tO tlle world, ~ll(l 

tl1~'rcby citl1~r deI1Y his "appearance ill tIle flt:{11, or 

rej,:,'(1 tlle trttlll of his gofl)cl. \..-OLI, 11:0rco\'er, 

ti:~!l\ytll"~ll by YOllf c{)nduCl: tlle ·Jr~Unlel]ts of the 
~., '-

J_),.:~{ls agaillft t!l~ particular uoctrillCS of tl1e Cllrifii

all r,:v~lltiOl1. Y ou (lo nl0re, you preft:rve a bloudy 
,. ..., J · 11 • it·· , l"' l ~ r lr~lc;n1'::11t ot t!l:: ~~.v 1111 In ltutlOIlti.-" ,le ,1011 or 

·'l\1~11 can1~ llot to dtJ'lroy 111en's lives, but to fot'e 

" thcn1" I~xccI!erlt ,·\yords f I rc<.]uirc 110 ot!1crs to 

f .. Lt~:)ry rL~''': of tele trlltIl autl liivillt! origillal (Jf t11c CJ1rif

t iall rc.:ibion; alld ~yl1i:c I aln aule to 11lacc a finger) 

ul10a tLi~ t~ht of f~ril)tu~·~, I ,,,,ilillot b'\:li\.!vc all lllgel 
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from beaveo, fbould he declare that the punifhment 
of death, for øn, crim~, was inculcatcd, or permittcd 

by the fpirit of the gofpeJ. 

The precious nature of human lire in the eyes of 
the Saviour of mankind, appears further in the ~mpa

rative valne which he has placed upon it in the lol. 
lowing words.· cc For ",hat is a man profited, jf he 

fhall gam the whole world, & lofe his lue, or what 

fha)) 3 man give in exchangc for his l!fr. tJ I have re

jeCl:ed the word foul whi\!h is ufed in the common 

tranfiation of this vene. The ·original word in the 

Greek, fignifies l{e, and it is tllUS happily and juft1r 
tran1!ated in the verfe which preccdes it. 

4. IS has be~n faid, that a mao who has committed 

a murder, h35 difeovered a malign it y of heart, that 

renders him ever afterwards unfit to live in human 

fociety. This is by no means true in many, and 

perhaps in nloft of the cafes of murder. It is moft 

frequently the effeCl: of a fuddcn gufl: of paffion, and 

has fometimes been the 0111y Rain of a \vell-fpellt, or 

inonenfive life. There are many crimes which un6t 

a man much more for 11uman fociety, than a fingle 

murder ; ancl there have been illftallces of murderers, 

\vho have efcaped, or bribed the la,,"s of their coun

trt, ~110 have after\vards be come peaceable and ufeful 

JllCmbers of fociety. Let it llot be fuppofed that I 

• Matthe\\", x. v. ~6 • 

. A a 
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wifh to palliate, by this remark. tli~ ellormity of 

murder. Far from it. It is only bccal1fe I view 

murder with {uch fupcrlcltive hOTfor, th.u l w!ih tO 

dep nve our la\\rs of the po\\·cr of perpetuating and 
• • encourablng It. 

It has been faid, that the confeffions of ffi 11rderers 

ha,,·e, in many inftances, fanCtlone·,j the juflice ('f !"!it:ir 

punilhment. I do not wifh to ItJIi:n the il; H l!CliCe 

of fuch vulgar errors as tend tO pre,rent crim~~, but 

I will venture to declare, that mallY illore nll1T{lerers 

efcape difeovery, thal1 are dcteC1ed, or rU11i{hed.

Were I not afraid of trefpaffit"!g up on the patience of 

Jny readers, I might mention a nUll1bcr of f~as, in 

whicll circumftances of tl1e moll: triflillg nature have 

become tl1c n1eallS of ()ctfåing theft ;Jl1d forgcry; 

fronl wllicll_ I COllld dra\v as firollg prcofs {li the 

watchfuJ Ilt; fs of }'rovidence over tlle property of 

. itl(livi(ftlals, 311(1 tlle oT(lcr of fociety, as halTe be\.~n 

dra\Vll frOln t]1C {~ctc(iiol1 of 111urder. I 11 i6111 mLIltioil 

illiial1CCS, li.kt~wit~, of Ilerfons III ,vl~om c('nfcicnce 

has produccu r\;fiitutioll for tlolcll gOOtlS, ()f cOllfeffion 

of t11C jtl1tice of tl\C PU11ifll111e.llt '\~}l;ch was in'fliltcd 

for tllCft. C(~nfcicllce aDti kn(~\,·!edgc al~";'lYS l~ccp 

11lcC \\ritl.l cacll ct:.er, botll \vith refpcl~ to (liville 

~uHl Il Ulnall I~ \,rs. 

1"11 C a('qtlief\.\~nct~ uf nluT<.I{·rcrs in tllc jufiice of 

t.l~eir cxeC11t i('n, i;; t ~ le ej1~j~1 (Jf })reju{ticc alld C(lllCa-

ti()Jl. It (,lunot t~ u\\" froln a COl1fcience aC1iJlg ill 
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concert with reafon or religion-for they both fpcak 

a v~ry different language. 

The world has certainly undergone a material 

thange for the hetter within the laft two hundred 

years. This changc has been produced chieftYt by 

the fecret and llriacknowledged inftuence" of Chriftianity 

upon the hearts (lf men. It is agreeable to trace the 
eft~as of the Chriftian religion in the extirpation of 

navery--in the diminution of the rlumber of capital 

plJniihments, and in tIle mitigation of tlle horrors of " 

war. There was a time whell. mafters poff'eifed ; ~ 

power over the lives of their flaves.- But Chriftiallity 

has depofed this power, and mankind begin to'fee 

cvery wllere tllat flavery is alike contrary to the inteteft8 

of fociety, an(l the fpirit of the"gofpel. There \.Vås.a 

time wllen torture \vas part of the punifument of death~ 

:llld whell the llun1ber of capital crimes in Great 

Britain, amOul1teli to Olle hundred and fixty~one.:"" 

Chrifiianity Ilas aboliflled the "former, "and redue(ta 

the latter to 110t nOlore thall fix o',,· fc\ren. It has dOYJe 

more. It has confirlcd, il1 fOlne infiances, capital 

putlifhlnent3 to tlle crime of mllrl1er-lnd in forDe 

countries it has aboliflled it ~~I.together. The illfluenee 

of ChriftiaIlity upon the ~110des of ,var, has flill beerl 

nlorc remarkable. It is agreeable to trace its progrefs. 

1 fi. III re[cuillg V/Oll1en and childrcn fronl being 

tl1e o11jeCls of tllc dcfolations of \\~ar, ill com~o_~ 

",-itll ~11Cll. 
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2dly.In prevcnting the deftrull:ion of captives tal.Cll 

in battle, in cold blood. 

3d ly. In protee\ing the peaceable hufbaJldlnall from 

:fharing in the carllage of \~"ar ~ 

4thly. In producillg an exchange of prifoncrs, 

"inftead of dooming them to perpetual fla,rcry. 

5thly. In avoiding the invafioll or deftruClion, in 

~certail1 cafes, of I,rivate property. 

· : 6thly. In dcc1aring all wars to be unlawful but . 
·r~ch. as ~re p~tely defenfive. 
'O, ~ _ 
\ J - _. - .. 

;~ rrhis is the only t~nure by which \var no\v holds 

ifP_ place among Chriftians. It requires but litle ill

genuity to pr~ve tl1at a defenfive war cal1not be car

.ried on fuccefsfully without offenfive opcratiGrls. 

~lready the princes ~nd nations of the world difeover 

the ftru'ggIes of opirlion or confeienee in tl1eir prc

par~tions for v/ar. Witnefs tlle many llational dif

l),~tes which have beC!l lately tcrlninlted in EurG11c 

PJ'. negociatioD) or mediation. Witnefs too, the 

cfiablifhnlent of tlle confiitutio11 of the Ullitcd btates 
," .. 

without force or bloodflled. 'I'llefe cvcnt5 il1dicatc 

~ll in1proving frate o: hunlall afFairs. fThey lCJll lIS 

~o look forwArd witll expcClation to tIle timl', \\,hell 

the weapolls of war illall be c}langel{ into ill1[,Il'nlcllts 

~f huibandry, arid \\'11rn rapiI1C ancl violetlCC fllJl1 L~~ 

nc) more. rl"'llefe cvents are tl't! promifco frllits ()f 

the gafpel. li tlley do llot conle to 1,afs, the prcI'}lcts 
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have decd\'cd us. But if they do-war mull: be ai 

contrur to the fpirit of the gofpel, as fraud, or mur

der, or any other of the vices which are reprovedor 

extirpated by. it. 

P. S. Since the publicatioll of this e{fay and the 

prcceeding one, the Author has had the pleafure of 

feeing his principles . reduc:.l to praClice in the 

State of Pcnnfylvania, in the abolition of the punifh

nlen~ o( de:lth for. all crimes, (the higheft degree of 
<# 

mUlder cxceptcd) and ill private punifhments' be.ing 

fubfliiuted to thore which werc 'public. The effe8:s 

of trlis reformatio~ ill the pellal la\vs of our ftat~ have 
- - . 

beel1J a rcrnarkab!e diminution of crilnes' of all kiqds, 

and a great enereafe of convi8:ions in a given nu~'

ber of offenders. The experlfes of the liouie åppro

priated to the put'ti1hment of crilnillals have been -mote 

tllall defrayed by tIle profit~ of their labor. 'Måny 
of tllem - llave hee11 1 ef<'rrncd, and become ufeful 

lllembcrs of fo·.;iety, an.d very fc\v have\ relapfed !nto 

furlner Ilabits of vice. 
I· _ 

'fIle Autllor is happy in addil!g, tllat -a reforlIlation 

ill the llerJal law3 of the flates of New York and 

New Jcrf~y has takcn place, licar]y fimilar to that 

v/}licll l1as been mentiollcd, i!l Pell11fylvania. 

It woulJ be all att of il".\juftice ir! this place not 

to aCktlOwledge that the principl~s contained ill the 

foregoing effays, would probably have never bectl rcaliz

ed, had thcy not b~en fupported .md cnforced by the elo-
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zeal of Caleh Lowl1es. rro bot!l tl~~fe gentle111cIl, 

humanity all(l re:lfoll o\\"e grt:at obligatioll~. 1\1 r. 

IA>\\"nes has ({emoilfirated by facts., tlle fttcccfs Of 

fcllcJnes of philantllrophy, OIlce decn1ell viliollary all(l 

impraClicable .. His plal1~ for en'lploying, and reform

ing Ilis unfortunate fello\~· creatures ill tlle Pl1iladellll1ia 

prifilri, difeover great kno\vledge of tIle æcollomy of 

tlle bod}~, and of the priIICil)l~s of aClioIl ill the 

milld. ~ro comprelleIld fuIly the ingcnuity and bene

Tolellce of tllefe plans. it will be neccl1ary to vifit tl1e 

prifoIl. 1'here feieIlce atld rcligioll exhibit a triulnpIl 

over vice and nlifery, illfillitely more fublime 311(1 

atleCling, than all the monUll1cllts of a!lcient conquerlS. 

It is t11US tl1e fath~r of tlle llulnall race l1JS <.lccrecd 

the llltimate externlill~tion of all cviI, viz. by nlal1i

fcftatio:1s of love to llis fallell creatures. For tllc 

"ietails of tlle difcil?lillc, orller) I)ToduCts of ~bor) &c. 

of this pl·ifoll, t}le readcr is rtfcrred to t\\PO elegant 

pan11)11Iets, tlle one by l\lr. De LiJilCourt, of Frarice, 

the other by 1\1 r. rrurl1bul1 of Soutll Carolilla. 

Jul}·, 4 I i97. 
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STA T ES. 

A !\-IONG the defcCl:s \vllich llaye been point

ed out ill t!:e federaJ COllftitution by its 

antifedcral cncnlies, it IS much to be lamente(l that no 

perfO!l has tJkell llotice of its total fil~nce up~n the 

fut)j~a of all o:lice cf the Utl110fl importance lo the 

,\~clfJre of tlle U llitea States, that is, all oJlice for pro

motillg atl,I preferving perpetuai peaL .. t in our coufltrI. 

It is to be l}OI)~~d tll~t no objeCl:ioll wil} be made 

to tlle eftablifhll1cllt of fuch all of1ice, \\rhile we are 

engagcd ill a ,var ,vitil tIle IlJtlians, for åS tlle lY ar

Oiftet' of t11e United St:ltcs ,vas efial)lifhed ill the timt 

of p!!?re, it is equally re~forlable tJlat a Ptace. C!ffice fllould 

be efiabliflled ill tllc ti/iltl of ~var. 

The plan of tllis office is as fo}10\\rs : 

I. l~ct a Sf~cretJry of t11e l'leace be appointed to 

prefide in tllis ()ffice, \\"'ho i"hall be perfeB:ly free from 

all the prcfcl1t al){ur<l 311(1 vulgar European preju

diccs t1llCl1 tl1c fulljeB: of gO\Yernnlent ; let him be a 

gCllUillC re!'lublicall al1d a fillcere Chrifiian, for the prin

ciples of rC}1ublicanifm aZ1d Chrifiiatlity are 110 lefs 

frien"dly to ulliverfal and perpetual 11eace, tllan they 

i.lTC to univcrf,d allu cg\~ll liberty. 
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Il. Let a power be given to tJlis Sccrctary to e~la

blifh :rnd maintain free.fcllools in c,"cry (it}·, ,·illage 

and tO\\'11f11ip of the United States; all(l let hiJn be 

made refpollfible for the talents, principlc~, 3n(1 nl0r:l1sJ 

of all his fciloolmafters. Let ttle J'o\l~h of OUT COUJltry 

be careful1y infiruCl:ed ln re,lding, \vriting, arithmctic, 

and in the doCl:rines of a religion of fome kind: the 

~Ilrifl:ian religion fhoul{{ be prcfetred to all othcrs ; 

for it helongs to this religion exclufively to teach us 

not on1y to cultivatc peace \vith men, but to fQrgi\ye, 

nay lnore~to love 011r very enemies. It belongs to it 

further to teach us that the Supreme Bc,ng :.llone pof-

feires a power to take ~\\?'ay human life, and that vie 

rebel ~gainft llis la\l,Ps, wllel1ever ,ve undertake to 

execute death ill any vlay \Vllatever tlpOn al1Y of his 

creatures. 

IlT. Let cvery family il1 the U nite(l States be fur

nifiled at tlle pltblic expenfe, by tlle Secretary of this. 

office, VJitll a copy of an American edition of the 

DIDLE. ffhis rncafure has become tlle more neceff'lry 

in our country, fince tlle ballifhrnrnt of the bible, as a 

fchool-booJ:, from moft of the fchools ill the lT nited 

States. U nlefs the pricc of this book be paid for by 

the public, tllcre is reafon to fear tllat in a fe\\r years 

it will be met with only-' in courts of jufiicc or in 

magifirates' offices; ~nd [houl(l tlle abfurd. mode of 

efiablifhing truth by kiffing this fnered bno~. ial! into 

tifufe, it may probal)Jy', in the cOl1rfc l)f tl~e llext 
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genetation, be feen on)y as a curiolity on a fbelf 
in a public mufeum. 

IV. ut the following {entence be in(cri~d in letters 

of gold over the doors of every State and Court houfc 

in the l.T nited States. 

THE SON OF MAN CAME IHTO TRE WO&LD, Hor TO 

DESTllOY MEN'S LIVES, BUT TO SAVE TBE~. 

v. To infpire a 'leneration for human life~ and aD. 

horror at the ihedding of human blooJ, let ~lthofc 

laws be repealed wluch authorife juries, judges,-fheriftS, 

or hangmen to aifume the refentmellts of uldividu31, 

-and to commit murder in cold blood in any cafe 

wllatever. Until this reformation in our code of penal 

jurifprudence takes plac~, it will be in vain to attem.pt to 

introduee univerfal and perpetual peace in (,ur country. 

VI. To fubdue that paffion fOI' war, \\1Uch educa

tiOIl, added to human d,epr~vity» l!ave l'.:\l.de univerfal, a 

f;lmiliarity with the inftrumtl1ts l}f death, as weU 

as all military fhows, fllould be carefully avoided. 

For which reafon, Jnilitia laws fhould. e,"ery v.·here 

be repelIed, and militlry dre1fes and military titles 

fl10uld be laid afide: revic\\·s tend to le1fln the 
h(lrrors of a battle 'by conneCling them ~.th. ~~he 

charms of order; militia laws g'enerate idlenew 
an.d vice, al1d thereby produee the wars th~y ar~ ... 

", 

faid to prevent ; military drefi"es fafcinate the mindl 

B b 
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of young men, and lead them from ferious and ufeful 

profeffions; were there 110 unfforms, t}lere would pro

bably be no armies ; Jaftly, military titJes feed vanity, 

and keep up ide as ill the mind which letren a fenfe of 
tne foJly and miferic:s of \\ear. 

VII. In the laft place, Jet a large room, adj(ljning 

the fc:deral hall, be appropriated for tranfa8ing the 
hunners and preferving all tlle records of this ifftL~. 

Over the door of this room 1et there be a lign, on 

which the figures of a LAMB, a nOVE and an CLI'?)! 

JlRANClI {houJd be painted, together with the follow

ing infcriptions ir! let ters of gold : 

.. 
·.PEACE ON J:~1tTH--- GO(\D .. WILL TO MAN. 

AH! WHY WILL MXN FORGET THAT THE.Y ARE 

BRETHREN? 

Withill thu apartmellt Jet there be a colleClioa 

of ploughfhares and pruning-hooks made out of 

fwords and fpears; al1d on each of the wal)s of the 

apattment, the· following piClures as large as the 

life: 

I. A jiOIl eatiJlg ftraw with an 01) anti an adder 
• ;. j •• 

pla.yi~g ~POlli the lips of a chlld. 

2. ..!tit Jndi:lR boiling his Vfllifon in the fame pet 
. .. 

with ·a citizen 'of Ken ttl ckv • 
fl 

. . 
.J: ., .3~ - ~or(l CorJlwaJlis 21}tl rrippoo Saih, under the 

• 
il1a,lc of a fycalnore-trcc ir, tIle Eall: In{lies, drinkin&, 

1\fadeira \"ine togethc-r out of tl1e (aDle decanter. 
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4. A group of French :iDd Auftrian foldiers dane

ing arm anJ arm, under a bower ereCled in the Dei&h~ 

bourhood of Moos. 

s. A St. Domingo planter, a man of color J and a 

Jlative of Africa, legillating togethe! in the famecolonial 

a1rembly·f 

To complcte the entertainment of this delightfq.1 

apartment, let a group of young ladies, clad in white 

robes) a6emble every day at a certain ho ur,' in a gallery 

to be eretled for the purpofe, and fing odes, and 

Itymns, and anthems in praife of the bieffings of peace. 

One of thefe fon,s lhould conGft of the followiDC 
lincs. 

Peace o'er the \\90:-1J ber olive wand exteDds, 

And white··rob'd innocence ft\.im heaven defcend5 ; 

All crimes lhall ceafe, -and ancient frauds ihall fai~J 

Returning jutlice lifts alof her (eale. 

In order more deel')Jy to aifeCl: the minds of the c"lti_ 

zens of the United States with the bIeffings of peace, by 
contraJIillg them with the evils of war, let the follow

ing infcriptions be painted upon the lign, which is 

placed over tlle door of the War Office. 

l. An office for biltehering the human fpecies. 

2 • A Widow and Orphan making office. 

t At the time of writing this, there exifted wars between the United 

States and the American Indians, between the BritHh nation Mnd Tippoo 

Saib, bet\\- een the planters of St Dominio and thcir African flaves, and 

bctween the French nation and the emperor of Germany • 
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3- A broken bone making office. 

4. A Wooden leg making office. 

S. An office for creating public and private vices. 

6. An office for creating apablie debt. 

7. An office for creating fpeculators, Rock Jobbers, 
and Banknlpts. 

8. An office for cre3tin~ famine. 

, .I.\n office for creating peftilential difeafes. 

10. An office f\lr creating poverty, and the deftruc

tiOD of libcrty, and national happinefs. 

In the lobby of this office Jet there be painted re

prefentations of a11 the common military inflrumel1ts 

of death, alfo human 1kul~s, broken bones, ur,buried 

and putrifyilig dead bodies, h()fpitals crouded witll 

fick and wounde(i Soldiers, villages on lire, n10thcrs 

ill befieged towns eating the flefh of their children, 

fhips finkil1g in tl1e ocean, ri~(rs dyed ,,·ith bl00d, 

and extcnfive plains without a ttee or fcnce, or any 

other objeClJ but the rui'ls of deferted farm houf\!s. 

A bove this group of woeful figures,-let the 

followin.g words be illferted, in red charaders to re. 

prefent human blood, 

c, NATIONAL GLORY." 
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!KFOJlM.'-TION TO EUROPI:ANS WHO AllE DISPOSED 

TO MiG !t.\ Tl: TO THE UN I TEa STA~J:S OF AMER I CA. 

1M A LETTER ~o A FRIElID IN Gil-EAT BlltTAllf, 

• 

A
G REEA BLY to vour requeft contained ift 
your letter of th; 29th of Auguft, 1789,. 

Ihave at Ialt fat down to ~omn\unicate ruch faas to you~ 

upon the fubjefi of migration to this country, as have 

be~n the refult of numerous enquiries and obfervation. 

I am aware that tl1is fubjeCl has been handled in a maf-, 

tcrly munner by Dotl:or Franklin, in h:s excellent little 

pampJet, entitled "Ad\rice to thote \vho would wilh 

cc to rem0ve to Ameriea," b1lt as that valuable little 

work is very geIlera), and as many_ important changc:s. 

halTe occurred in the aiFairs of the United States fince 

its pubJication, I fua]} endeavour to comply with you..r 
wifhes, by adding fuch tIlings as 11lve been omitted by 

the DoClor J and {hall accommodate them to the 

prefeIlt flate of our country. 

I Olall hegin this letter by mentioning the defcrip~ 

tions of people, who ought not to come to Ameriea. 

l Men of independ~nt fortunes who can exift on1r 

in compaIlY, and who call converfe ollly upon public 

amufenlents, fuould not think of fettling in tlle 

United States. I have kno\vn feveral men of tllat 

cllaraC1:er in this country, who Ilave rambled from State 
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to Stat~J compl:lining of the duJnefs of each of tbem, 

and who have fiJlaJly returllcd and rene\\"cd their rer· 
mer connexions and pleafures in Europe. 

Il. Literary.men, who have no profefliocaI purfuits, 

will of ten languilli in Ameriea, from the want of 

fociety. Our authors and fcholars are generalJy men 

of bufiJlefs, and Inake their ]ttcrary purfuits fubfervient 

to their inrerefts. A lounger in book ftores, breakfafting 

parties for the purpofe of literary converfation, and 

1011g attic evenings, are "as yet" but little kno\\pn in this 

COuntry. .Our companies are gcnerally mixed, and 
. " 

converfation in them is a medley of ideas upon 311 

fubjeClse They begi!l as irl England with the weatl1er . 
..:..:.roon run into politics -now and ~en diverge into li-

terature-and cOlnmonJy conclude witll faas relative to 

commerce, manufattures aRd agriculture, and the hen 
means of acquiring and improving an eftate. l\'!ell, 

wllo are philofophers or p(\ets, ~'itllout other purfuits, 

_had better end tht"ir days in an ()ld country. 
, 

'Ill. The United States as yet Clfford but JittIe en-

ClOuragement to the profeiTt:rs of mOll of the' fine arts. 

Paintini and fcuJpture flouriili chieHy in wealthy a'nd 

luxnrious countries. Our native American portrait 

painters who h-ave not fougllt proteClion 311(1 el1COU

ngement in Great Britai.n, have bcen obngcd to travel 

occafionally from one State to anot}ler in order to 

fupport tllertlfclves. Tllc teaeIlers of mulie llavc been 

mOI\! fortuIl,lte ill Ameriea. A tafte for tllis 3cconl-
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p!ifhment pre\~3ils '9tty ~lera)ly in our·large cities "_: 

:lJld ~minent nlafters in that art, who have arrived 

here lince tJle peace, have received confiderabJe (ums 

of mOIJey by exercifing their profeffion among us. 

I {hall now melltion thore defcriptions of peopJe, 

who mar bet ter ilieir COIldition by coming to America. 

I. To the culti\'3tOrs of the earth the United States 

open the firfl: afylum in the world. . To fufure "the 

fuecefs and happinefs of 3ft EUrOpe:lD Farmer in onr 

country, it is neceffary to advife him either to purchafe 

or to rent a farm which h:lS llndergone fome improve-. 
ment. 

The bufinefs of fettling a Ilew traU ofland, and that 

of improving a farm, are of a ~ery åifFerent nature. 

Fine fonner muR: be efFeCled by Jte native American, 

,vha is accuftomed to the ure of the. axe and the grub

hing hoe, and who poffdfes almoft exclufivcly a know

lcdge of all the peculiar and namel~fs ans of fdf-prefer

\~ation in the woods. I have known many inftances of 

Europeans who have fpent all their cath in unfuccefs

ful attempts to force a f~ttlement in the wll<lemefs, 

and \yho have afterwards been expofed to povertyancl

diftrefs at a great difta:lce from friends and neD 

ncighbours. I would therefore advife all farmers 

with moderate capitals, to purchafe or rent improved 

farms in the old fettlements of our States. The price 

and rent of theCe farms are difFereJlt in tIte different 

l")arts of the ullion, In Pennfylval1hl, the ptice of farma 
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-is orcgulated by the quality of the lan{l-by the valne or 

the improvemems Wllich are eretltd upon it-by thcir 

:vicinity to "fea ports and 11lvigable \\'ater-alld by the 

good or bad flate of the roads ",-hich lea,l to them. 

"fllere is a gr€at variety, of courfe, in the pricc of farm. : 

~·hile fame of them have becll fold rer five guineas

others have been fold at lo\\·~r prices, down to one gui-

nea, and enn half a guin~ per aere, according ai they 

were varied by t}le above circumftances. 

It is flot expe8:ed tllat the whole price of a farm 

fliOllld be paid at the tinle of purcl-:afing it~ An 

llalf, a third, or a fourth, is all that is gcneraily re

quired. Bl)nds and mortgages arr given for the re

mainder, (and fometimes without intereA:) paYlble in 

~o, three, five, or even tell years. 

The value of thefe {arnts has of ten been doubJed 

and even trehled, in a few yearsJ where tIle new mede 

of agriculture has becm employed in cultivating 

them: fo that a miln with a moderate clpitaI, may, 

in the courfe of fifteen years, become an opulent and 

independellt freeholder. 

if, notwitllftandirJg what has been faid of tllC 

wfLculties of eifeCling an efl:abliihment in the woøds, 

the low price of the new lands ihould tempt the 

European Farmer to fettle iR them, titen let me add, 

that it can on]y be done by acrodating himfdt in a 

large compallY, ullder tIle dire8ion of an aClive 

al1d intelligent Amcrican farll1cr. "ro fecure even a 
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comp3ny of European (ettIers from t!ifappointment 

and ,,-aIlt in the woods, it w\ll be neceffary to clear 

·3 few 3cr:s of land the year before, and to fow them 

with grain, in order to provide fubfiftance for the 

comp:tl1y j till they can pr<Wide for themfelves, by 
clearing their own farms. The difBculties of eftablifh

il~.g this new fettlement, will he further leffene4, if a 

ft!w cabins, a grifr and a faw ~ill be ereCled, at the 
falne time the preparations a:-e made for the tempora,., 

iubfiftance of the c:ompany. In this m2Dner, moft: or 
the firft fettlements of the New England men have been 
made in this country. One great advantage; attend

ing this mode of kttling, is, a company rnay always 

carry,vith them a clergyman and a fclloo)matler,·o( 

1&'te '{ame religion Ch~d lan~Jage with themfelves. lE 
2 fettler ill ti le woods fhould poflefs a taile for rural 

eltgancc, he rnar gratify it without any expenfe, by 
the manner of laying 011t his farm. He may {bade 

his Jloufe by means of ancicnt and venerable forreft

trees. Ile may 'eave rows of them ftanding, to 

adorn his lanes ~nd walks-or clufter& of them on 

the high grounds of his ficldss to fhade his cattle. 

Jf he fhould fix upon any of thofe p-arts of our weft. 

ern COllntry, which are co\~ered with the fugar-trees, 

Ile .mar iliclofe a fuffic!t!lt number of the-m to fupply 
r6i~ familr \\·itll fugar; a1Id nlay confer UPOIl them 

at t~lC ;amc tilne tllc .~order antI beauty of a fine or-. 
c~ard~ In tJlis maliner, a highly improvtd feat may 

C~ 
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be cut out of tlte woods in a few years, \Vhi(~h will fur. 

pafs both in elegance a~d v2lue Il farm in an old 
• 

fettIement, wl1ich has bcen for twenty yelTs the fqh. 

jea of improveQ1cnts itl tafte ancl agri(;ulture. To 
• 

contemplate a dwelling-houfc-a barn-ftables-fields 

-meadows-an orchard-a gar(Ien, &c. \\·hich have 

been produced from ol'igillal creation by the labour of 

a fingle life, is, I aln told, to the proprietor of them, 

one of tIle higl1cft pleafures the ~liJld of mall is capa

ble of enjoying. But how much muft this pleafure be 

increafed; when tIl!: rcgularity of art is blended in the 

profpetl, 'Vit!l tlle \\·ildne[s and antiquity of.llature ? 

It has bee_n ren)arked ill this country, that clearing 

the land of its \\"oods, fon1etimes makes a l1ew fettle

ment unhea:~hy, by expolll1g its damp grolinlis to tl1e 

allion of the fun. To obviatc this eviI, it will be 

ne'ce fi:1 ry' for the fettler elther to drain and cultivate his 

lo,v grotinds, 3S fOOl1 as tlicy are cleared, or to leave 

a body of trccs bet\vccn his d·",'"clling 11011 fe, alld the 

fpots fro 111 .. vhcnce ti~c nlcrbi(l cfi1uvia are derived. 

Tl1e "iafl of tllefe n1ctt.lotis 11as, ill no infiar.ce tl1at I 
.( 

'}ia\"e l1car(1 of, failed cf I't(;~:rving \~,l~olc fJlnilies 

·frcn1 [t!cn difc:lfes ~s ~rire froJn dal1111 or putrid exlla

!atKms .. 

'I 1 1 1 l . fl: . . o CC1Jlltry 6C:~ tlcflH.:n, 'v 110 ta ve lCCll :1CCU enl-

ed to live llP011 t;"lC .il"!ccnle of a lantled efiatc in Europc, 
~ . 

it \\ i:l b',: l1CC~:i~~:r:; te cOl~1nlUllicatc the fol!o\\-ing in-
.. 

r\;~'nllt~en, yi~. t1tai: farn1S, ill C01}"[cq11etlCe of tl1e 
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Ul1produai\~e wood1311d, ,vhi~h is gellera11y conneB:ed 

",.ith thcm, feldom yield mor\! thln three or four 

per cel1t. a year ill cafll, except in the ntigl1oour

hood of large eities. Befidest frem the faciIity \Vitl~ 

wbich mOlley enough may he fayed in a few years, 

to purcllaf\! land in this countryt- tenaIlts will 
llOt ~ccept of I011g leafes: allll Ilenee they are not 

fufficiently interdl:ed in the farms they rent, to keep 

them in repair. If country gcntkmen wiffi to derive 

th\! greateft advantage from bying out their money 

in lands, they muft refide in their vicini~y. A capital 

of five tlloufand guineas, invefied in a 11unlber of 

eontiguous f:ums, in an ~mprm'ed part of our country, 

311d cu]tivatea by tenallts Ulld~r tlle e)ye and direClioD 

of a landlor~l, ,,"oulli f0011 yielJ ~ greatcr illcolne 

than double that fum would ill moft parts of Europe. 

The landlord in this cafe mufi: frequently vifit and 

illfpeu the {late of e:lch of his f~rms : aJld ne\,· 311d 

then he mun flop to repair a bridge or :l fence in 

his excurfion5 tllrough t}lenl. Ile Inutl: rcceive all 

llis rel1ts ill tl1c produee of tI1C far111s. If ~llC ten ant 

find his own ftock, he will pay Iulf of lB tlle grain 

be raifes, and forncti.mes a c~rt.lin. pruportion of ve

gctablcs a-tl(llivc llock, tt) l1is lallcllor(l. The divifion 

of th~ grain is gener:lHy made in the fidd, in fheaves 
\ 

or fiaeks, w hk·h are <.:arricd home to be thralhed in 

the blrn of tl:c laIldlorll. All el1:atcd gClltlcman 
. J 

who can reconcile himfdf to this kind of li fe, may 

be both happy :lad ufeft:I. Ill! m:w illfiruCl: hii 
• 
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tcnants by his exa mple , :iS weU as precepts jn the 

new modes of hufhandry : he m~y te3cJl tJ,enl the art 

and advant:ages of gardening : he may infpire them 

with habits of fobriety, inf!uftry, and æconomy; and 

tbettby become the father and proteCl:or of a depen

dant and aø-eltionate neighbourhood. After a bufy 
fummer and autamÅJ, 'he may pars his winters in po1ifh .. 

cd fociety in any of our cities, .and in many of our 

country villages. 

But lliould he be di6nclincd to {uch exten{i\ge 

fcenes of bu6ncfs,. he may confine his purchafes and 

Iabours to :1 6ngle farm, and fecure Ilis fuperftuous 

cafh in bonds and mortgages, which will yield hiD\ 
fix per cent. 

Under this head, it is proper to mClltion, that tht! 

agricultural life begins to maintain in the U rlited 

States, the fame ranlc tJlat it 113S long maintained in 

Great BTitain. Many gentlemen of education among 

es have quitted liberal profeffioDs) and have proved, 

by their fuccefs in farming, !hat phi1ofophy' is in no 

bufinefs more ufeful or profit:lble, tllan in agriculture .. 

u. l\fECHANICS and MA.NUFACTURERS, of everv dcf-
; 

cripti~n, will lind certain erlcouragement ill the U'ni-

ted States. During the conllt:ll:ioll of this country 

with Grcat Britain, we were taught to believe tllat 

:lgricuiture and commeree fhould b~ the only purfuita 

of tI le Alnericans: but experimcllts 311d rcflcxion • • 

ha'9c taught us, that our countr)~ aboullds ,\~ith re-
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fources for manufatlures of all kinds: ~~nd tllat moft 

of them may be eonduCl:ed with great arl.vantage in all 

the ft&!tes 'Ve are already nearly illdepende4it of the , 

wholc ,vorld for iron-work, paper, ancL malt liquors : 

an~ great progrefs has been made ~J. the man~fac

turles of glafs, pct-afh, and cloth!,;- of all klnds. 

The commercial Ilabits of our eiti,;ens have as yet 

prevented thtir employing large capitals in thore 
manufa8uries : but I am perfuaded that if a few Euro

peal1 adventurers would embark in them "·"ith capitals 

equal to thedemalld for tIlofe manu.faClures, theywouJd 

foon find an immenfe profit ill tIleir fpeculations. A 

fingle farmer in the frate of New York, with a capita! 

of five thoufand pounds, has cleared one thoufand a 

year by the m;tnufaCl:ure of IJot-afh alone. 

Thofe mechanical arts, which are accomodated. to 

the infant and fimpJe flate of a country, wil1 bid faireR: 

to fucceed among us. Every art" conneCl:ed with eul

tivating the earth-building houfes and fhips, and feed. 

ing and clothing the body, will meet Mth encourage

ment in this country. The prices of provifions are 

fo different ill the diWerent ftates, and even in the 

different parts of the fame frate, and vary fo much 

with the plenty and fcarcity of money, that it would 

be difficult to give you fuch an account of them as 

would be ufeful. I need only remark, that the difpro

port ion between the price of labour and of pro;ifiolls, 

is much greater in every part of the IT nited States, 

~han in any part of Eumpe : and hence our tradefmen 

• 
, 
f 
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eve ry whcre eat meat an(1 butter every di!y : ;iIld moft 

of. them realize the "'ifu of IIcllry IV. of Frelnce, for 

the. peafa'lts of his ki11gdom, by dining not 0111y once, 

but t\\ro or three times, upon poultry, in cvcry '\·~t:k 

of the vear. 
~ ... 

.~

l. "c: 
. -~~ 

It js a fingul3T faa in tile hiftory (lf the mcch:lnical 

arts in tl1.is countr,,.) th~t the fame arts fe!dom deicend 
~ 

from farher to fon. Such are the profits of el'en the 

humbleft of thenl} that the [011S of mechanics generally 

rife from the lower to the more refpeaahle occupa~ 

tion5 :·and thus their families gradually afeend tI) the firft 

ranl:s in fociety among us. The il1fluence, which the 

profpecrs of ,ve~lth and confequellc~ h:l\"e ill in\·jgo-

rating indufiry in eV~TY line of mechartlcaI bUilllCfs, i, 

very gre~t. Many of the nrft men ill Alller:C:1, are the 

fons ~ reputable meCllal!ics or farmers. Bilt I may go 

brther, and :idd, that many nlen, \\~ho diiliJlgui{)l~d 

tllemfeJves both in the cJbillet 311d fit:!d, ifl the late 

\\"~r, h~d bcc·n mecllal1ics. I kl10~'· the nritiGl cl1icers 

tre:ltea t!1e. American cauf~ wit!l cO:ltenlpt, from thii 

cirLtli11fi~flce : but tIle C,"el1t of tilC \\·~r {llc\\~~(~) tll:1:t tlle 
r , f A· .,. 1 l· , b d COill!l!t:nce o ~1merlca \\'J3 llot 11illp.aCe{ .. 111 tllat o y 

of citizCllS. 

. Ill. I .. ADouRERs m:lY depcn(i upen cO~lfial;t ern

pl()Yln~nt ill tlle l.Jnitc:d States, bot}l ill ~tlr tO\\"I1S ~!1(! 

in tlle <=ountrv. \\rllen tl1~\t" \vor!~ Ly" tllc (la,", tllcV 
J 1 J_ 

receive I;ib!l \\"~gcs: but tl1cfc! are feldom COl1tinucd 



throug!l t~le wllol\! year. .\ ll~ourer receives annually, 

\vitll hi, bOlrdil1g. wJ.fhi:lg, and Iodging, fro~ fif
t~e·l to eigIlteen guineas, ill tlle micldle flates. It 

is agr~~~~bJc to ohfcrye this clafs of men frequciltly 

:-aif\!d by t!leir. illaull:iy from tIleir )lumble nations, 

into tlle upp-:r tanks of lifc, in th~ courfe of t\V'el1ty or 

thirty ye~u3. 

I\T:.. PEllSONi who are wiliing to indent themfelves 

3S fenants for a few years, will filld that humble 

ftation no obfi:2cle to a future eftablifhmellt in our 

CC1!ntry. ~{a)lY men, wh.o c~e to Amenea in that 

capacity, are now in aflluent circumftances. Their 

fvrmer 6tuation, where they haTe behaved well, does 

Ilot prcclude theJll from forming refpeClahle connec .. 

t.iOJlS in marriage, IlO! from 1h3ring, if oth~rwifc 

qU;llified, in the ollices of our COURtty. 

v. The United States continue to afford encounge

::1~nt to 6elltl~men of the 1~lJrn((1 profdJions, proviJcd 

they be pruJcnt in their deportmcllt, alld of fufficient 

kila\,~jclig~ : for Jillce tll\! eftablifllf:len! of colicges and 

ichoo!s of le;1rnillg in all Ollf {l3tes, tIle (;lme (leg~~s 

(1f lcarllr:lg \\yi!1 not fllcceed amon:~ us. wl1icl! Cucceedcil 
• 

. fifty ye~rs :tgo. 

S~\·eral )awycr~ and phyfi~iaJ1S~ who l1C1vc a'rrived 

heTe fine\! the p:~ce, are no\,p in good bufinefs: and 

m:my d;!r;::m~ll, nati"'\:5 of F.l~~~l.mc.l, Scodand, and 
. .' 

Irclat1tl, ;lr~ C,-!111fiii: l~,ly fl'~~lc"\\l in good parilhcs. It 
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minifter of tlle gofpel in a country placc mull: not ex

pea to h~v~ all his f;tlary paid ill cafh: blIt Ile \vill 

,notwithftanlling feldom fail of obtaining a gooll fubfif· 

tance from his congregation. TIley ,vill ftlrnifh his 

table witJl a portion of all the live ftock they raife for 

their own ufe:. they "rill flloe Ilis Ilorfes -repair his 

, implements of hu{bandry, and affifi: him in gathering 

in his harvefts, and in nlany other parts of the bufinefs 

of llis farm. From thefe aids, with no\\r and tIlert a 

little cafh, a clergyman mar not only live weIl, but, 

in the courfe of his life, may accumulate an 11alldfome 

eftate for his children. This ,vill more certainly 

happen, if he can redeem time enough from his paro

(hial duties; and the care of hIs farm, to teacl1 afellool. 

The people of ~merica are of all fecls : but the greateft 

part ofthem are of the independent, prefuyterian, epif

copal, baptifl:, and methodift denominatioJls. 'I"lle 

principles held by eacll of thefe focieties in Alneriea 

are the [ame as t]lofe which are held by the protefiallt 

cIlurches in Europe, from which tlley derive tIlcir 
. . 

VI. S·CHOOLMASTERS of good capacities and fair 

charaClers may excI,B: to meet with eJ1COllragen1ent 

in tIte middle al1d foutheril flates. They wiJl f\lCCeed 

hetter, if they confine tIleir infirtlClions to readil1g, 

writing, Englifl1 grammar, and the fciences of n\lmber 

aJl(1 qllantity. Tl1efe branchcs of litcrature are of 
.' . 
generili nccemty and \ltility: alld of courfe every 
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tO\Y!ltbi ll \\rill furliifl. fcholars enougl1 for the main

tCllai)~\! of a f\~l\Ot.}!ll\,lflt:r. ~Iany young men have 
rifetl hy lrl~allS of t!le COllilcxioilS tlley 113ve fornled 

ill tllis \lfeful elllploynlent, to nnk 311d confcquel1ce 

in t!l~ lClrl1~J prof~11i'JllS in everj· part of this country. 

FrOin tl1i~ aCCOli11t of tl1e Uliited States, fOU will 
~afily perc~i\'\?, that tlley 2rc a hot-bed for indulbJ 

aIltl gellill~ i11 alnloft t!vcry )lUlnall purfuit. It is in

C01IC~i\·ablc llo\v 111allY uf~ful (Iifcover-ies ncceffity has 

producc(l \\"it!li~l tl1\!fe few ye~lrs, ill :lriricu1ture 311d 

lnal)llfa[tllr~s, i!l Otlr CUli11try. Tlle fa111~ ne~ernty has 

prO~ltlc~ll a vcrfatiiity of g~ilius a111011ti Ollr citizCllS: 

hell~e \ve fr~quC]ltly 111~et \\rit11 mel} ,vho 113ve cxercif .. 

elI t\\~O or tllrcc (liiT~'rent OCClli~atiollS or profcfflOns in 

th~ c()uri~ of thcir lives, acc0rJing to tlle influence 

,vllicll illterefl:, acclilcllt, or lO~'Jl circunlfta:l~CS llave 

Jlad llPOll tIlenl. I kno\\T that tl1!~ lleculiariti~s, \vlllch 

ha~"e bCCIl lllC!1tioilCd in t]l~~ An12rical1 cllar3ct\.'r, firike 

arl Eurol)c~111, \\'110 Ilas becll accllftoll1Cti to cOl1fider 

nlal1 as Cl ercature ()~·"11a})it, forrlle(l by l011g eftabli111ed 

goverll111~Ilts, ~11(1 l1cr~ditary cl1fl:onls, as [o n1311Y 

deviadons from propriet y and onkr. llQt a wife man, 

\vllo kl10\V~ tl1at 113tioftal cllaraCters a,ife froIll circum

fl:allces, ,vil! vic\v tllcfc IJcculiarities \vitllout furprife, 

arul attributc tI1Cll1 \vll()lly to tllc I,refent filte of lnan. 

JlerS, i~)ci,~~ty, ;111<{ govcrlln1crt in Anlcrica. 

Fronl tl1~ l1Ull1crOllS conlpctitiollS in every brallch 

of buiiucfs ia lumpe, flicc~iti in auy purfuit, may be 

D4 
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looked llpOn itl t]le [ame }jg!lt as il prizc ill a 1~1tfcry. 

Bur the cafe is \vidc]y tiittcrtllt in .. ~lrH:ricJ. l!t:rc 

there is room enfJugll for c,"cry ]luln;!ll t~lL11t al~(l 

virtue to exp3nli ~rld flourifh. 'fllis is fo ill\;~rial)ly 

true, that I belicve therc is not a~1 illftJ.nce to be f('~j"!(l, 

of an induftrious, frugal prudcl1t Europe:~ll J ,,~ith i~'!)\:r 

manners, who has not bcell fllccefsful i!l bufil1ef~J in 

this country • 

.t\s a further inducenlent to Europeal1s to traIlfport 

themfelves acrofs' the Oceall, I am ()bligcd to nlcntiol! 

a faa tl1at (~oes little honollr to tIIl! narive An1eri;:-an ; 

and tJlat is, in all cOlnpetitl011S for hufinefs, \\,llcre luc

cefs depends upon induftry) "the EUlopcall is seneral1y' 

preferred. In<leed, fuch is t!lC facility \vith u·Jlic}l pro

p,~rty is acquircd, that wl1ere it does not operate 3S 

a ftimulus to promote ambitionJ it is f()metilncs accom

pallied by a rel:lxarion of indufiry in proportion to the 

nunlber of years or generations whicll inttrpof(~ ne ... 
t\\yeen the fcunder of an An1crican family all(l his pof

tcrity. Tll!S preferencc of European n1eclldll~CS arifcs, 

like\\~ife, from the iml,rovClllcnts ill the tliflerent arts, 

",11icll :.ire fronl tilne to tinlC ilnportc(l by thcnl il~ to 

(~tl:- COufltry • To tllcie f~as I an1 113Pl)Y in bcillg able 

to ~dd, tll:!t tlle YC~1rs of Jl1:1rcl1Y, \\~l~icli lJro\'ed [o 

(!ifgufting to tIl\! Europcans \\rllO arriveli all!Ortg lIS 

irnrncdiat(:ly after tllc pcace, are llo\\r ~t ~.Il c!ld, allct 

tllat tl1c U nitL:tl St~tes l1ave ~t lafl atiopte<l a 11lti0!lal 

"il1\'Crll111Cllt \\,11ich uuitcs \'\' ir]l tlle ,·iC"cu~· cf 11101iarc}1\9 
t) t~ J 

and tb: fhhiiity ()f ~nin()cr;1CY) all the frcct!om {le 
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a fimple repuhlic. Its i~lfluencc alrcady in iTarigont

ing indullry~ a.ld T\! ... ivin~ credit, is uniyerfa1. Thac 

are fc,·er3i peculianties in this go\"'cmmcnt,. ,,·hirh can

not fail of ~ing 3grceabie to EUTopeans, wllo ara 

difpt)ft:tl to f~ttJe in AmeriC3. 

I. 1'lle Cqll:ll fll .. lrc of llOV:-cr it 110lds forth to men 

of e,·er}9 rcligious tett. As tilc lidt fruits of this pa
fe8ion il! our go\·ernnlt~nt, wc alrody fec thrcc gen

tle:ncl1 of the Roman ~tholic churcl}J members of the 

lcgifiature of the United States. 

2. I\irtll ill Am~ric~ is not required for holdingeither 

po\\yer or office in the fedenl government, e~cept tIDat 
• 

. ofPr~{ident ()f the United States. In confequence of 

tllis principlc of juftice, 110t only in the national 

go\"ern:nent, hut in aJI our ft3~ conftitutiens, U·C dai~ 

]v fce the nati\9CS of Britdill) Ire1:tnd, Germanv, ad-
J ~ 

\'allc~d t~1 tll~ lnofi: rcfpca-:1ole empJo~·nlents ill 011r 

CO~I1try. 

3. By a late aa of cOllgref:, only t\\-O YC3TS refidence 

ill the Ullitell State3 ale llccefTary to CJltitJe foreign

ers of gOOl1 ch:tracrer to :!ll the pri,·iliges of citizcn

fhip. Everl that fhort pcriod of tinle has been fouIld 

f ufficiellt to give firal1gers a vilible intereft in the 

fi3bility anel frecdom of our goverl1ments. • 

It is :tgrccalllc to obfcr\~e tl1C illfl ucncc \,"hich Ollr 

r('ptll)lic~)l govcfllnlcl1ts h:1\·c already ila(l upon tl1e 
i 

... r~,,· ~ i,!,.\" 1' •• ~i1~·d f::~(~ r}'.t-... :ibo".·'·, r..l\·~ ... ,'~ r~ rcr.,.,c ... cc -'r fl-J - ~ Yl - . ., ••• '. ,a •. C necc a-1 
. , '. . • J • 

~ •. , •• , ~. .:. l ~ .... , • - t ., 1 . , .•. ~ ... ..l , ~ .... ~ I. • ~ ,) \. ,~ • I. / •. \ l !' ~ . 
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tcmpers :lnd mal1ners of Ollr 
. . 

CltlZC:1~. 

is every ,l,llcrc givin o· \va\" to l~util1cf'i: :111(1 1(lcal b J 

poiiteJ1Cfs is yielding to ulliverfal civilit),. 'Ve {l!if~r 

abol~t forms and modes in polities: btlt t}lis difIcrence 

begiils to fubnlit to tIle rcftrail1ts of lllor~l ajl<.l focial 

oblig:ttion. Order allt\ tral1quility a})IH~~]r to t,~ tlle 

natural confequence of a ","el1-balal1cc<1 rCllub1ic: for 

wIlere nlen can renlove tl1e eviis of thl:ir go\'erI1-

rnents by frequent elet1ions, thcy ,,·ill ft'ldol11 appeal 

to :hc lef:; certain ren1ellic5 of rll()bs or arIllS. It is 

u9 itll fill~tl1ar plcJfure that I C:111 ~dll' furtl1cr, tllat 

1l\)twitl1fia~di!lg the ~irulence of our difi~!lfiollS Jl)0ut 

ill(lcpell(le~lCC arlki the fedcral governnlellt, tllerc' is 
• 

no\\p fcarc~ly a citizen of the Ul1itcJ St-at~s, V.:l10 il 

not fatisficd witl, botIl, anJ. \\~ho (iocs n(\t l)e:icv~ tl11s 

COulltry to be ill a }lJp~er aJI(l, f~lfcr {jtll~it~0~1, tItall 

it "ras, ill tlle n10ft flou~i11~illg years of its dCI)cnUCIIC\! 

upal1 Creat Brit:.1ill. 

'I"}l\? cllcoura~~lnent Ilc!"l Ollt te) }i:uropeall en" igrants 

is J1{)t t.Ile fanle ill all tllc flates. Ne\," l~ngLlll(l,; i'!C\V 

York, alH1 Ne\,' J (;r{cy, lJcillg Bcar; y iillcd v,rit l t (NI ti·4 

,rators of tl1c fartIl, al}~)r(l Cl1{:OU: J ]~t lllcn t thlt'l! ytt) 

Ellgl,111(llllYC [Jr furl')afr,~\l f :-,~ illll:ll)it~lI!i.,: (l[ the ()ther 

fl 4 I fl.' l- ,"9 f .' f' b' a tcs, In t:c CllJ0 J111111Ci1 ~ (); ·l1lqll~r:JU tj and p r ~; ~ tl te 

1~1alltl~"Jc10rics. 'r'hei~ ,,,"o!id:rful I"eo~)It~ d;{(\'j,;'cr tIte" 
• 1 

J:'}l'"'' (1 .. ( .•... ,..,(' of l-ll(luI\-,{ 1·1" I~" 1"":\~'1·1·11/·· t 1,(", ""'f..L:: tO);'· j ~'& ., "" .. 1 '"" ~ ~ \ol ~ ~) L L j, \.. \. , l, ... / "J d I l"1 .., , I _ .. 

~ 

l~~,tCC, t11at t1iCY (li(l of e;·tt\~'rpriL.c and l.,(:'rf,~V(~~r~ln'~(:, 

· l l '1'" 1 t 1 • • 1,'1 t le ~lt~~ \ .. ar. 1'1e1 alrl:'!~.Y cX110rt l·art~.: (~u~r:t:t1l. 
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.f ~·rOU:.;~it ir(,n, li.at;, \\·O:llCll'S OlOfS, cllcefe, alld -

lillCl1 ,1!1\1 \vU(}tCrl cl()~ 11. rrhe fiat(! of Ne~'-York 

11~L; li:,~\vii~ ,JirLo\·cr~ll a ]aadab]~ fpirit for manu

fael ~lr~r~-) ~!ll(l {lonlrflic ilnprovements. European 

;.}ri.ii~·l, !;;,~a"l~<·l~l\', 'C~tll110t fiiil of mectillg with ellCOU

r:1;" __ 1!l.:nt i~l c:Jcl1 of tl1c above ft~t~s. 
o 

f · · Il I"' l' • i '1 t ~ S ,~'- "- - ,- ... 

afh, anJ ~i:lf5. (~oJl, lik~·\,· ifc~ abou11l1s 011 tIl\! illores of 
tllc :)uf(ll1el~:~1111a, a larg~ river \\~11icll runs tl1Tough 11alf 

tlle fiat~. ' l'11c v:lricr;r ()f fetts aI!(} !)]tiollS, wllich com· 
,. " · l '.. ,- ,. "'\ 1 1 · l 110fc tne ltL.lJD~t:tnts of tl11S it'it~,. Il~~ J1ltlcrto prcvelltcd 

o lir Il a v i 11 ! Tan .,:0 il c ~l \ l v t ra i ts i Il o u r c lIa J a eter. W e 
l") J J • 

!Jofi(:[s t~le y il"tUCS ancl \VL~~ kncfl~s of nlofi: of tlle 

1::(1~ arJ({ natiO:1S ()f Et!r(~I~c. ljt,t tl1is varitty llas 
, 1 f 1 '1'·" · .. l · fl lJ1"lh.1 UCC-u ile,} a e() 11!lCHl 111 (iPlllj()l~S a11( l!ltere 5, as 

} t ' t4 l l r-.... 
LlS gr~a·; y et VOll ret t Ile progr~: 1~ ei gClllllS 111 cvery 

art and i(j,:Jl(,c. ,/\'~ llave b~C11 acc\lfctl of l)eing 

f~lcljoDs bv (HLr eller (tat~s. 'fllis l11Ufi be afcribcli cl!icf-
i 

) y to our Lite it, .• te conflitntioll, \\:llicJl \,~as cfl~lt)liflje(1 

by vio)cncc in th(! begillliing <.)f tIle late \'1\"ar, all <l \\'}i!(h 
t 

\Vj(.; 11(~·~,~r ~~!1::!~tl:\l ti..) by a !11ajority of t!l.~ p~(;rJI~. 
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But that maji)rity hal-C: :1t J~:!t:~ll ~fr..:rte{1 t!l~!r ro,~er. 

A cOD\'en:ioll, cornrvf~d of al~ c'-!t;..i: r ,-'p~f :nt,lt:0:'1 of 

the peopJe, ha5 )n~t 311(1 fOTjli::d:l ne\~' COJ111itutioll, 

which comjl~chends ir. it c'\-ery F;ii~cip!e of libel-ty ;}lld 

juft go,-enlmcnt. Fr\Jm th~ cx!.:~I!~ncy cf tlis co:tflitu

tioll-fronl tile 113rmonv it Il.1s refrorc(1 to ou. citizcn~ 
.I 

-fronl the cC':ltnI fituatic:l e-f O!lr ft3t~-from t:le 

numL'CT and courfe$ of our ri\"t!rs-froDl tlIt! facility 

,,~th \~hich we are =ble t~ ur;i\t- th~ refcurces of the 

Jakes to 
, 

tne of OUT 

C31~~t31-:ln(1 ;:c\.:·:~ ali, froral tlle indufi.!"'~· :!I:d feber 

Jlabits of our citi7~ns-theT ~ ca:l IlC 110 (IO\lbt that 

n~ltio:l:,l 

States. 

. 
11:l!I()!l ~ to t~~;s .&4 

G 
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mell, 3S f{~OIl as t:ley fet thcir fett Ullctl tlle fllores 

"f PeI111fyl\-:tnia. 

It h:1s been. t~id, that the ]~:flds ill PCllnfylvariia are 

dearer tha:1 in 101&'le of our fifter ftates. 'l'hey fell, it 

is true, ft)r :1 greater nomillal fum, t!lan the Jands of 

the nei~!"!bvuri~lg J}ates: but in the end, tllCY are 

ml1ch clle3per. The feil is <leep, riell, and dtlrable. 

:lnd froln the fU{lerior illliuftry and fJ\:ill of our 

farmers, our l:1nJs are morl~ produCl:i\Te t1lan tlll1fe of 

our lleighbcll:S; henet! their higher price; for tIle 

price of lalld~ is always ill a ratio to ~heir qtlality, 

produee 311J fituation: Ilenee like,,"ife, we aTe 3ble 

to tell the value of a fJrnl in al1Y part of the frate, 

by firft tilltlillg out the qua!1tity of grain all acre 

will prodt!ce, and tIre price of this grain ~t tl1e 

. 11ear~ft Dlill or flore, making fonle litt!e allo\\'ance 

for the inlprovements whicll are COlhl1ctl:ed with the 

f::lrm. Tllis remark is fo univer~llIy trtle, that a 

farmer Il:!\"cr nlifi:i:\kcs the app!ication of it in pur

chafillg lan·j. There is a certJiIl inftincl', \vhicl1 governs 

ill all purchai~s Jlld fales of farins, and whicl1 arifes out 

of tl1e prillCil)lc I h:lve D1e11tiollCd : it is in' geIlera} as 

;lccurate, :lS if it arofe out of tl1c lliccfl: calcuIatioll. It 
is fro!n 2n ignoratlCC or l1Cglctl: of tl~is prillciple, tllat ro 
fl13ny of our ci~!zens hl\'-e lrligrlted to !(el1tucky, Ulluer 

~ (~clufiv~ expct1:ation of 11\lrcl1afing lalh.ls c11CJ11er thall 

itl tI le o!"l r~atcs. rrllCV ~rc ill faCl: oftel1 nl11(}1 dcarer 
4 

,.\,hen ):Oll eftilllatC their l)ricc by tllc profit of tllc graill 

14'or i11{l:~ncc, an acre 
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of lallc} ill ICcJltltc~y, "·]licll f,-Ils fur a C}\tartcr of • 

g'ji~l~a, anli yi~J{t'i 30 i)uHh.:ls ('f <.:~)rl1J ~t ft'llr p\!)ICe 

{l~rling per bl:;ll~·!J i~ l!carcr tl1«11t tlll.J o~- tllc (~1111e 

l , . 1) .. 1 _. 1 
q'-la JlY 111 ~',!lJl 'i ~rJ:l1a, at a ~alilC:..1 i1~r ~~rc, t lat 

yiclds tllc (~i1'\.~ <j1.1:tllti,-y of (,-rn, \\ }~~L'1! C:l~l t~~ f,>l,{ 

elt tll~ llear~il 111ili O!· 1torc fur t\\?O 11ii:!~;1~~ ilerJ. p~r 

lluulel. 'l~o elire tllis pailifJll for )Iligr~til1i! to the 

\\r3t(~rS of tllc Ollio, t!l~l\': is but Olle rClncll \') aJ~l{ tllat is, 
~ 

to opell tlle 11Clvigation of tl1c l\Iil1iJIi i'l,i. rr"11i:-", by 
T:lifillg tile pricc of proJ-uceJ \,"ill raii~ tllc '?ll!t~C of 

lalld fo hin-h, as to de~trov t!l~ b~:la)lcc of ;;'l~rac1:i()n o ~ 

to that country. T!iis trutll is at l)rcfcllt a 1i~ccula-

lative alle, but I }1()?~ it will b: rc(itlc~.:ll to pr~laice 

bcfor~ tl1~ W Jtcrs of tIle Olli() al!J l\lilIi!!irI1i h:l\"e 

Ilcetl (fyed witlt t11e bloo~l of t\\"O or t~~rc:e llundreJ 

t{-10 Uf:.llld Illell. 
• 

'l"he flates to the foutl1\v'arcl of 11Cl111f~'J\"~~11iJ. pont:f. 
· r" f ,..." · f: l h-I lal1~lcn .. ~ reiourccs \)\4 I'OllliCi!! .ilapll111C S: Dut \\" J e 

tl1~Y t0Il~r~1te llCt:ro ~1'~1very J tllcy C~~:: 11~VLr l)e aIl 

"f' 

1 '" 11 ro 1 ) ~. a ~ l. 
1 

r l-ti i ~ objcf~ion 

() c ~1. -t"· jl..·lt'·S. ! ~! ~t _0 L: l. \,. , 

f(jr in the Wt~ftcrl1 l)arts of t~1':111, t11": l.ilH.! is clllti;.rated 

cllieuy by fr~t.:nlell. 'r\!H.~ foil ~ln{1 clinl,'~~ of the 

extell li Ve wc l1: __ rIl coull~rf of t~l~~f~ !t~lt(:S is 1... i Hli al1(1 
e l i rl~'''' mIl" to a very gr('at (cbrc~ .. · ll~rc .t.urul)~a!1s r,lay 

profj)\.:r and be lL1r~py. 

'filUS, ~;ir, !l~V\ I con'll,!icll i11 a fcv,r \\'ords \rith 

YOl~r rl'(l neit. III «')111!~:~! ~l !C~! til1g 111 a ny ()f the i at.:,ts 

{{H·4tliil~:d in thi~ l\:ttcr, Illave llot cOll{:,!~r.:~d you 



&mplJ as a å~zen of Loødon, or a .CuLjea of the 
OOWli of Britain. 'IDe .~~ &nWr of maukind, 

) know are JOUr btcthrcq i and if mcQ be h:apPJ 
I am fure it is a matter of inditferenc-e to J01It 
whethc:r the, enjoJ tbcir happinefs OIl this fide, or 

- .. 
on die ot.lter fide of the At Janne ocean. · 

From a review of the faBs that have bcen men~ 

tioned, 100 wiII perceive that the p~cnt is thc::age 
of reafoll and aCtion in Aluerica. To our pofteritr 

we muft bcqueatll the cnltiv .. non of the fine a~ 

and the pleafures of bile and feIltiment. The 
foreigners ,.·bo have vi6ted and defcribed OUT COUDtry 

withoot making aUowances for thore peculiarities which 
ariCe from our prefcot flate of (ec ie ty , haye done as 
)ittJ~ honour to their ullderftandiJJgs, as the, mye 

done to human J13ture. Nor have thofe Europeans 

difcovlJtred more wifdom, ,,·ho ha\ge blended with 

the American chara 8 er, the acciclental diforders, 

which were the oHSpring of our late public commo

tions. They refemblcd tlle fwclling of tlle fea, which 

fuccceds a ftorm. At prcfent, dley h:lve as perfeCl:ly 
fubfided :IS the diforders produced by the ci~il wars 

ifl EllgJautl, in the laft celltury. 

It is fomewbat remarkable th:!t in every age, great 

inventions and great revolutioI1S in human afFairs have 

tlken place in a quick fucceffion to each other. The 

Rlal1Y curious machiIlci for le ff'~llillg labour, which 

le 
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. have Jately bcen difeovercd in Europe, will neceifarily 

throw mao, tboufand arti6cers out of employmente 

Perhaps dlC late fuccefsfut appiication of the powers 

of fire and water to mechanical purpofes in Jour 

country, W..lS delayed until the pr~fent time, OI11y 

that the fanCluary of our national governm-;nt might 

be perfeaJy pnpared to· receive and pro:.cel thofe 

induftrious bCKfies of pl'ople, who formerly lived by 
the labour of their hands, and who might otherwife 

become a burden- to the cOJlntries in 'which they had 

heen deprived of the means of fUjJPC:t~'lg themfelves. 

Perhaps, too,- the revoJutions, which are now going 

forward in levenl of the governnients on the con ti. 
DCDt of Europe, have occurred elt theprefent junaure 
, -. 

- for a purplfe equally wife and' benevolent. 'l'he 
firft elfeCl of the efiabliihment of· freedom in thore 

couritries, will-be tø promote population, by reducing 

taxcs, difbanding ft~.!ldillg ~ armiesJ and aholifllizlg the 

vows and praClices of cfl~l)acy : .. for I ~ take it for 

granted that military inftitutit)i: ~ 1!1 -the time of peace, 
and mon:tfteries of all kinds, m t.' ~: :; i eld to the pre

fent force and cultivated frate ofhum~ln reafon, in 
-' 

thofe countries, which: are no\v the theatl'es of revolu-

tions In favour of liberty. This illcreafe of populatioll 

will r~quire an increafe of territory, wh~ch murt be' 
Cought for in the Ul1ited States: for it is 110t probable 

that men WllO llave orlee tafted of tlle fweets of libr:rtyJ 

will ever think of trallfporting themfelvcs to any otller 

country. Tllis outlet for l'upcrllumerary illhabitallts 
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frvm the nations of Europe, will eve~t~a.lly promote 

their intereftsand profperity: for when a coun~ is, 
. .. . 

fo much cro_udcd with people, that the price of the 

means o( fubfifte~ce is heyond the ratio _ of their 

induftry; marriages are, reftrained: but wh~n emi. r 
gration to a certain degree takes place~ ~h,e balancc; ", 

. .:' , 
between ,the means of fubfiften~e and. induftry is. 

. . .. . .. . . . ... i 

re ftored, and population ~hereby revived. ' Of the 

truth of thi~. principle th.e~e are many proofs in .the~ 
• .... '-.1 

old counties (Jf all the American.ftates. - Population hal 
,4 - •. _ .. l .. 

conftantly beeJ) advanced i~ them by ~he migr~tion o~ 
...& ; r _. .. ~. • 

their inhabi~n~s to· new or diftant fettlements. 
, .. 

In fpite o.C-alt the,littlt:frftems ofnarr~. politicians.J. 
it is an etenial'truth,';th~ l1ni'ftrfarhappiDeCs'is';uni-: 

verfal iøtereft. ; ,The- divine ,goVernment of -our_ uiorldi: 

would admit;Of ~ contlo~'lrft~ if men; bJ ~uirj'MJ~ 
moral or political happinefs, in one part, added to the! 

si< ifery of the inhabitants of an~~hc:r part, of our globe. 
, .' 

I fuall conclude this long letter by the two fol. 

lowing remarks : 

I. If freedom, joined ,with the facility of acquirillg' 

the means pf fubfiftence, have fuch an influence upon 

populatioll'-and if exift~nce he a title' to happincfs~ 

then think, fir, what an ocean of additional nappinefs 

will be created, by the influence which migration to 

the free and extenfive territories of the Ullited Statel ' 

will have, UpOJl the numbers of mankind. 
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11~ n \~:lt~ h:iv~ been pton'loted in all ages and 

count!ies, hy ån o\'er rroportion of irihabitants to 
. -

tne mearis" of eafy flibfiftence, tllCJl think, lir, v:hat .. '. . .. 
an inHuence upon the mCatlS of fupperting humån 

llre~' ~iirat.ion to Ameriea, and the imrnenft! increafe 
of the produalons of t1i~ eatth, by the late'improve

~en~ in agricliltute, win tsrohably ha\fe, in leffening 
tii~: . tem'p tatiohs' a-Dd . refoutces of R.ations. to carry 

ori .~å~ •. The promifes of hea~'eli .. \r~· of tet} accom .. 
, r· .. ~ , . • -. . . 

p1iThea · bY'.' 'roe-ans iIi' ,v~ic~ . there is 110 dep~rture 
~ ,. - • . , • t • . . 

from 'the com~o~ ope~atioi1s of ~nåture., If the 
. . .. . ~ 

events, il·hich· liave heen . alluded ttl; fhould COll" 

t.{ibute: -in ~ an,-, degree" t!i. p.ut . ått- en,t to wars, it 

will.:flirnlih :a ~ nOble triumph' .'tQ four ~ .fociety t,. by 

O1cwiDg;!ho., much eDlig~~ti~d policy, JIIIJ. national 

~pinøs; are connee!ted·· with the di&tes ofa chrif-
• p. .. r , 
taønty;~. .' 

. 'f .. 

r: .,' : ,'. 

\ 
• ~ J I 

. .. 
I am, 
~Dear' .fir,:.· 

With great refpea~ 

~n.d fillcere r~ga~d, .. 

. Yours v'er", airalionatdv, 
, ,~ .I 

• 

.- -P~iJall~fpA.ia', April 16 •. 1790' 
, ••• ' I J: '. " 

. t 'I1.e gentl~rrJa. to "ht'm ,bi~ letter is ad(h'cffcd, is of the fociety 
. .' 

.fthc p~oplc "alled quakcri. 
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AN A!:CO'LXT OF THE PIlOCllESS OF POPVLATIOM, 

~ .. GR I CrLTUIlE, MA~:~ER~J AND GOVEIl!iMEXT •• 

11ElfNSYI.,·,ANl.\, IN Å l.ETTEll TO A FaiEND IX 

LNGL.'\xn. 

2 

D E A R SIR, 

W HATEVElt 'tmds to ,,~oId fllils in tlIe 
hiftory of the human fpecies, muft ~

intereftillg to a curious -enquircr.---rK ln2lllrer ot 
, 

fettling a new country, edtibits a "O of the hU-il 
mind fo foreign to die -news of·it nch have been 

tak~n for ~any centuries in Eu~., th2t 1- Bmer 

m)'i"elf th~ foUo\\.mg account of the progrefs of pa

pulation, agriculture, mannen, and goverilment in 

Pcnnfylvani3 \Vill be acc:Cpbb1c to. you.. I have 

chofen to confine myfdf in the pl'~renl letter to 

Pell111)YJvania on ly, mat. aU the infOnTlalion I ihall 

. give you may be derived from nlf own knowledge 

and obfcrvations. 

'1~h(~jirP fct~]eT :J1 th~ \\·OC'ds is generally a man who 

!l~S outlived llis cre(lit or fortulle in tl1e cultivated 

parts of t]~e State. flis tinte for migratillg is in 

the lnonth of April. His firfi objea is t() build a fl))311 

c~bbin of rOtl~ll Jogs .for hirllfeff aJld famii:l. 111C 

floor of tllis cabbi11 i:i of eartll, tIle roof j,; of fplit 

logs-the l;~ht ii receiv\!d tllrough tlle doer, and, in 
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fome inftances, tllrough a fmall window made of 

greafed paper. A coarfer building adjoining tllis 

cabbin affords a fheIter to a CO\V and a pair of 

poor horres. Tlle labor of ereaing tllefc buildinbs 

is tilcceeded by killing tIle trees on a few acres of 

ground ne ar his cabbin ; this is done by cutting a 

circle round- the trees, t\VO or tllree feet from the 

grC:l.lnd. rrJle ground arOUlld tIlcfe trecs is then 

ploughcd and Indian-corrl planted in it. rThe feafon 

for planting this graitl is about the 20th of Mar

It grows genera11y on new'ground witll but little 

culti\F3tion, _ and yields in the month of Ocrober fol

lowing, from forty to fifty bl11ne]s by the acre. After. 

the firft of September it affords a good deal of nou-o 

rifhment to his famii}·) in its green or \lnripe frate, ill 

tlle -form of what is called rot!fling earJs lIis family 

is fed during the furnmer by a fmal) qUlntity of grain 

which he carrics with him, and by fifu and game. 

His· cows and horres fe-ed upon wild grafs, or the 

fuc·culent t\vigs of tlle woods. J.~or the 6rft year he 

cndllres a great de;al of diftrrfs from hunger-cold

:tnt! a \"ariety of accidental Cl\lf,~S, but Ile fel(lonl 

comolains or links under them. As Ile lives in the 
& 

nc'igllbourlloo{l of II1Jialls, IlC f0011 acquires a firong 

tint'lurc of thcir mallner3. His cxertions, while they 

continue, are violent; but they are fucceeded by long . 

!Jltcrvals of reft. I-lis plcafures confift chiefly ifl 

filning ~lld hUllting. Ile loves fpirituous liqllors, 

and IlC CJt~, drinl~<; alld fleeps in (lirt anti rags in 

11is little c~bbitl. 1111lis itltercourfe \\t'itll the world 
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he manifefi:~ all the arts which charaB:erize the 

Illdians of our country. 111 this fituation he paffes 

two or three years. In proportion as population 

increafes' around ~ilR, he becomes uneafy and. diffatisfi. 

ed. Formerly his cattle ranged at large, but 110W 

Ilis neighbours eall upon hi:n to con6ne them with

in fences, to prevent their trefpaffing upon their 

field.C' of grain. Formerly he fed his family with 

wild animals, but thefe, which fly from the face of 

malt, now ceafe to afFord him an eafy fubfiftence, and 
he ii compelled to niCe domeftic animals for the 

fupport of his tamily. Above all, he revolts ag;tL1}ft 

the operation of laws. He cannot hear to furrender 

up a fingle natural right for all the benefits of go

vernment,-and therefore he abandons his little 

fettlement, and feeks a retreat in the woods, where 

Ile again fubmits to all the toiIs which have been 

ln::!Tttioned. There are inftanccs of manv men who 
I 

llJ\rc broken ground on bare creatiol1, not lefs than 

four different timci in this way, in diffaent and more 

,tdVaJ1Ced parts of tlle State. It has been re'marked, 

1:l1at tIle flight of this clafs of people is al'lVays ill

creafetl by the preaclling of the gofpel. rrhis wilJ 

,llot furllrifl! us \vhen we confi,ler how 0pPo,fite its 

fl!rccepts. are to their licerltious mantler of livillg. I f 

our firfi: fettler was the owner of the fpot ()f land 

\vhic}l he begall to cultivate, he fells it at a CCil16dera

l)l~ profit to his fucceff'or; but if (as is ortrIer the 

('afe) Ile was a tenant to fome rich lanclholder., 
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Jae abaDdons it in dcbt; however J the fnWI impro~

meDb he ka~ bcllind him, gener:illy make it dl' 

ebjca of immcdiatc donand 10 3 fiiV1W fpecies cf 

fettIcr. 

This fpccies of Ccttlcr is generaJly a man of (orne 

proper ty ,--:he paJs one thiTd or ODe fourth part ill 

cafh for lUs pJautation, which cen6fts of three or 

four hundred 2Cles, and the r~ll in ~Jes or inftal. 

ments, as it is aDed here; mat is, a tt:1:,in fum 

~r)1' without intereft, 'tiU the ,,-hole is p~id. The 
firft objel\ of this fettlcr is to build an addition ro 
lUs cabbin; this is done with hewoo log5: 2n(I as 

faw-mil1s generall)' fu!low fettlcments, his f100rs ;lTe 

made of bcnrds; his roof is made of .. 113t 3re call

~d clapboards, which are 3 kind of coorf\! {hin~les, 

fpIit out of !hort oak logs. 11tis houfe is di,eiJeJ by 

two lJOOl"S, on e:at." of \~111(Il ar\! t\,"O TOO~S: under 

the whole is a ceIJa;- \vallcd with nOlle. 'CJie clhhill 

feITe! as kitchen to this Ilouf~. lIis Jl~Xt ØbjCl1 i:i tG 

clear a little mea,lo\v ground, ~l!d plant :la O!"t"l!:lf(1 

of two or three hundred appl\! trees. His fiabit: -is 

likewife eillargcd j and, ill tlle ecurfe of a y~ar or 

two, he bui!ds a large log barn, tlle ro{~f l~f \~·IlicIl is 

cOl:linonly thatcJled \\'"itll !}ye ftr~lw: he n:orC0vcr 

~ncre3fcs tlle! quantit}· of his ardb!~ 14:1(1 ; an(I, il~1ll";~(1 

of cultiv:lting Illdi:lll C01'1 alolle, Ile raifl.'"s a qUJlltity of 

,,-hc;\t and r;~: the htt~r is cuhi';:ltcd lhidly fcr 

:hc purrof~ of being di'lill~f,.l illto \\~lli(kt'} • rl·11i~ fi)C-
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ei _·3 uf !::tt!:r hy ~lO meatls extratls all from the earth, 

'Y!l!=~l :~ is caplble of giving. His fields yield but CL 

fC~lnty iIlcr~3feJ o'.ving to the ground not beillg fuffici

C:lt!y plough~d. The hopes of,the year are of ten blafted 

by his cattJ..! breaking through his halE made fences, and • 

detlroying his gr-ain. His horE~s perform but half tite 

L!JJr that rnight be expetled from them, if they werc 

better f~d ; and his C.1ttlc of ten die in the {pring from 

the w:mt of provifion? and the de1ay ofgrafs. His 

Jloufc, as weU as his farm, bear many marks of a weak 

tone of mind. His· windows are ung]az'ed, or J if tlley have 

- h3d glafs in them, theruins of it are fupplied withohlhats 

or pillo\vs~ 'fhis fpecies of fettler is feldorn a good mem

b~r cf dvil or religious fociety: with a large portion. 

-of;l hercdit:lry me::hanical kind of religion, Ile· ne~leacts' 

to contributc fuflici~ntly to\vards buildil1g a ChUICh, or 

nllinuining aregular adminiftration of the ordinances 

of the gofpcI: he is equally indifpofe~,~o fupport civil 

goverilment : with lligh ideas of liberty , he rcfufes to 

bear his pl-oportion of tI1e dcbt contratl:ed by its ef .. 

t:lb!ifhment ill our coun.try ; Ile dclights chic fl y in com· 

pa!l}r- fometimes drinks fpirituOtiS liquors to excefs

will fPClld ~ dlY or two in evc,ry week, in attending 

r~)!i~icallnec.;tiJ~gs ; a!ld, thus, he contraCl:s debts Wllich, 
(if 11~ C":l:lot di[cliarg~ ill a d~l)recia ted p:ll)cr currcn

ey) compel llinl to 1~!1 llis plantation, gellcrally in 

the courft! of a ft!w years, to the third and laft fpecies 
()f fctti~r. 

F f 
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This fpecies of fetder is commonlya man of proper
ty artd good charaller-fometimes he is the fon of a 

wcalthy farmer in· one of the interior and ancient 

counties of ~e ftate. His firft objeCl: is to tonvttt 

every fpot of ground, over which he is able to draw 

water, into meadow ~ where this cannot be done, he 

releas the moft fertile fpots on the farm, and devotcs 

it by manure to that purpofe. His next objea is to 

buiJd a barn, which he prefers of ftone. This buiJd~ 

ing is, in fome inftances. 190 feet in front, and 40 

in depth: it is n13de very tom~aJ Co as to fhut out 

the cold in winter; for our farmers tind that their 

hones and cattle, when kept warm, do not require 

near as mu~ food, as whcn they are expofed to the 
cold. He ufes <economy, likewife, in the confump-

,tion of his wood. Hence he keeps himfelf warm ilt 

winter, by means of ftoves, which fave all inimenfc 

de-al of labour to himfelf ~nd his horfes, in cutting 

and hawling wood in coJd and wet weather. His 
fences. are every where repaired, Co as to fecare his 
grain from his own and his neighbour's cattJe. But 

further, he increa(~s the number of the articJes of his' 

ctlltivation, and, inftead of raifing corn, wheat and ~.~~ 

rye a!one, he raifes oats, buckwhe~t, (the fagopyrum 
- ot Lmnæus) and fpelts. Near hIS houfe, he allots · 

an acte or two of ground for a garden, in which he 

raifes a large quantity of cabbagc and potatoes. Hia, 

newly cleared fields, afford him every year a large 

increafe of turnips. Over the fprini which fuppliel 
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mill witll water. he builds a miJk~e and oyer this, 
in fome inftanccs, he bailds a fmoke hoafe ; Ilc likewifc 
adds to the num het, and improyes the quality of his 
fruit trers :--His (ons .ork by his fietc • the ,_ 
and his wife and daughtcn for&ke the 4airJ .. the 
(pinning whcel, to fhue with .. in the toiIa of hatY~. 
The Wl objeC\ of his indufby is to baild a dweDi. 
h-:Me. This bu&neC_ is fometimes e &etlcd iD the 
come of his life, but is Qftener bequratLed to hØ 
fOD, or the iDheritor of his p1antation: and htD~ wc 
h~~e a ooØlmo~ CaJi .. s am()llg oUt bdt f.mners~ cc that 
cc a fon fb~d aI~Js bcgin whue his fathcr left 

o&~ j" tflat is, he fhould begin his improVaneDts, bJ 

building a commodious dwening-houf~ fuited to ~ 

improvements and value of the plantation. 'l1ais 
d welling.mufe is general1y b~ilt of ftone-:-it is large, 
convenient, and fille4 with ufefui ~d fu~tial 
fumiture-dt fome~es adjoins the houfe of the 

lecond fet tIer, b~t is frequently placed at a littlc 

diftance from it. The horf~s and cattle of this . . 

fpccies of (ettler, bear rnarks in their ft1'CDgth, fat 
and fruitfulnefs-of their being p1entifulIy fed and 
carefully kept'! Hi, taMe abounds wUh a variety of 

dte beft provifions-:-his very kitchen Bows with 
mil~ and honey-beer J cyder, and home made wine 
are the ufua! drinks of his family : the greateR: part 

of the cloathing of his family is manufad:ured by his 
wire and rlaughters: in proportion as he cncreafe, 
in wealth, Ile valuea tlle proteClion of laws; hence 
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Ile punClually pays llis t:1~~~ to\~·ards tlle fupport of 

government. Schoo)s and cl1urciles likc\v-ife, ~s the 

means cf prcnlc~ing orl1er and 11:1ppinefs ill fociety, 

derive a due fupport from him: for bC!1c\~olcn~e :1rd 

pubiic fpirit. :iS to t!lcf~ objeCls, are t11e 113turaI cfl-:' 

fpring of afiluenre and il1(lcpendellce. Of tl1is claf~; of 

{enlers are tv.ro-thirds ()f the farmers of PCl111fvl"-lnia. 
~ 

Theftr are the men to \\91,cm Pennfyl\·3nia owes Iler ar.. 

cicnt fame and confequence. I f tllf}r pouefs lefs re

finement tllan tl1eir foutllern neighbours, ~·ho culti\~ate 

their lalld \\·j~11 na\·es, tlley poffefs.more republican "ir

tl1e. It was from the farms cultivated bv tllef~ men, 
1# 

that the American ;lnd French armies ,,"ere clliefly f~d 

witll bread during the late revolution ; 3nd it "·JS from 
~"" 

the produce of thefe farms, tllat tl10fe mill:ons of dollars 

werc obtaine<l from tlle Ha'~:l11n3 after tile year Ii80, 

\\'llich Jaid the foundation of the bank of NortIl Arnc

rica, and ,~yIlicl1 fed and cloatllcd tlle .. American ~rmy, 

till tllc pcace of Paris. Tl1is is a f110rt acCoutlt of 

thc_happincfs of a Pennfylv3nia flrme\-To tllis h3ppi-
, llefs our fi;ltC !11vites men of e\~cry religion and country. 

'Ve do not pretend to off~r cllligrJnts tllc pleafurcs 

of Arcldia-It is cr.ougll jf am.uence, indepeJldencc, 

an<l 11arpinefs are eIlfured to I,atiencc, il1llufiry, :lIlll 

labour. TIle nlo(lerate rrice of lal1d, • t!lC credit \\,11icl1 

~ The \lnC'c~'Jp~ej J.lnJs are 1:,!d l)~' the fl,\'c f)r ;l!:C)\1t. lix rtdr.ra! 

jr.clu!i,·c (\f a1~ chart:(,5, rer hl.;,JI"( ci a(~·c~. [;!t ~s n".o{( (.tf the la!,d; 

h f ' . " 'l I It' .' t· t. at- :tre ~'~dt~d, ~rc pror'J~~,1 tro~l r" :'.cr.'S \\'.10 1.'-( r'.;~'t' .. !d J 4:1Crr! ei., 

the P.C1'-C, ti~('y ,tre {old t( .. 1 iLt: fun: l'r~dlr [n', ~ to.l,t!; !~i~~.l~" rrjct'. 'rn~ 

• 
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3rif\!s from prudence, and tlle fafety from our COUIts of 

ll\'~~, o!- c\r-:,ry fpecies of property, render the bIeffings 

wIlicl1 Illave defcribed, objeas witJlin the reach of 

• \..ol .t. c..- • e t",,>vy l"\l~n 

j?rC!11 a revie\v ef tIle thrce diff'erent fpecies of fet

tl~-.-:~~; it appears, tllat tl1ere are certain regu]ar fiages 
\\·:ilC1j n~;}rk tl1e progr~fs fron) the favage to civilized 

life. 'flle firfi: fettler is Jlearly related to an Indidn in 

llis !~~1nnel"~-IIl tIle fecond, the Indian manners ~re 
• 

n10re d~lut~~J: It is in the third fpecies of fettIers 

011!)", tll1t \\"e bel1~ld civiliz:ltion completed-It is 

to t11e tllir(l fpecies of fettIers 0111y, tIlat it is proper to 

apply the term of jOI'-lilerJ". WhiJc we record tlle vices 

of t!le firft a11d fecond fettlers, it is but juft to men. 

tion their \,irtues like\\rife.-Their mutual wants pro

auce mutual dependanee : hence they are kind and 

<1U:lli~y of the f)!l-i~s ,,~c:::jty to mills, court-houfes, places ofworIIlip, 

;l'1d n:lvigable \\'Jter: t:le diftance of lJnd-ca:oriage to the fca-rorts of 

}'hilJd el ph;a or talti:nore, and the nature of the road.s, all inRuence the 

rrice cf lantj to the firfi: fc~tler. The q'.lantity of (leared land, and the 

f1lturc of the impro'\'er-1ent~, added to all the above circumfiar4lces, in

flurnce the pr:ce of farm~ to the fecond and th:rd fettlers_ Hence the 

r~'ice of land to t~1e firft (~ttlers is from a qU:lrtcr of a guinea to two 

[!ui!1t .. t: re!' arre; and t~'e price of f.Arms is from one guinea to ten 

~~Jin<:as p~r Jcre, to the {econd and third fettlcrs, according as the land 

i'~ l'lried by the b.f~re-tT1ent;oned circumfrance~. When the firtl (ettler 

i,; unable to purcL~fe, he of"en takes a tr.lll of land fvr feven ycars on a 

; ;:lfe, Jn:! contratl:s infte~d of payin; a rent in ca(h, to clear 50 acres of 

laflri, to bl,:lJ a l)g c'lhbin, anj a barn, and to plant an orehard on it. 

'rhi~ trJ~, ~lfler t~le cxplrat;on ofthis lGlr~J f\!lls or rents for a confiuera

~l C' rru~t. 
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friendJy to each other-their folitary 6tuation make. 

'rifiton aglceable to th~m i-hence thcy are hofpitable 
to ftrangers : their want of money, (for they raife but 

-Jittle m'ore than is neceffary to (upport their families) 

~~ made it neceifary fOl the~ to aifociate for the pur-
pofes of building houCes, cutting thcir gnin, and the 
like :-This they do in turns for each other, without any 
other pay than the p)eafures which ufuaUy attend a 
countty frolic-Perhaps what I have called virtues are 

rather lJ~/ititlJ ari~~g f~o~ neceffity, and the peculiar 

{late of fociety in w~ich ~efe people live.-Virtue 

~ould, in all cafes, be the offspring of principle. 

I do not pretend to fay, that this mode of fettling 

farms in Pennfylvatlia is u1'liverfal-I have known 

Come inftances where tlle firft fettler has performed 

the improvements of the fecond, and yielded to the 

third. I have kno\\'n a few inftances likewife, of men 

of enterprizing fpirits, who have fettled in the wil

dernefs, and who, in the co~rfe of a fingle ~ife, have 

advanced through all the intermediate 1lages of im

provement that I have meIltioned and produced all 

thofe conveniences whicl, have heen afcribed to the 
t 

third fpecies of fettiers ; thereby refembllng, in their 

cxploits, not on!y the pioneers and ligllt-infalltry, 

but the main body of aJl army. There are inftal1ces 

likewife, where the firft fettlement 1138 been ilnprOve(l 

by the fame famiJy, in hereditary fucceffion, 'tiJl it 

has reached the tl1ird nage of cultivatiol1. "f.llere 

are mar.y fpaciolls fi:oIle houfes al1d lligllly cultiv:lted 
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farms in the neighbouring C011ntie~ of the city of 

Philadelphia, which are poffdfed by the grandfona and 

great-grandfons of men who accompanied William 

Penn acrofs the ocean, and who laid the foun

dation of the prefe~t improventems of their poftenty, 

in fuch cabbins as 11ave been defcribed. 

TJlis paffion for migration. which I have defcribed. 

will appear ftrange to an European. To lee men 

turll their backs upon the houfes in which they 

drew their firf! breath-upon the church in which 

tlley were dedicated to God-upon the gra"es of their 

anceftors-upon the friends and companions of their 

youth-and \tpon all the pleafufcs of cultivated 

fociety, and expofing thelnfelves to all. the hard

fhips and accidents of fubduing the earth, and thereby 

eftabIifuing . fettlements in a wildemefs, muR: ftrike a 

philofopher on your fide the water J as a pill:ure of 

human nature that runs counter to the urual habits 

and principles of aClion in man. But this paffioD, 

ftrange and new as it appear~, is wifely· calculated 

for the extention of population in Ameriea : and 

this it does, not only by promoting the jncrea{e of 

the ~luman fpecies in new fettlements, bUl in the 

old fettlements likewife. While the degrees of in

duftry and knowledge in agriculture, in our country, 

are proportioned to farms of from 7S to 300 acres, 

tllere will be :1 Ianguor in population, 3S {oon at 

farmers multiply beyond the number of farm. of t~ 



aoove (limCllfions. 'l~o. rcmOVG tllis IJll~UOrJ \vJlic.:h 

i:; kept Ul) :llike Ly tIle illCrc~f\! of [!1C pricc, ~!å:j the 

divifion of f~r:r.s, a migr~tion ('f Faft of tllC com

n1unity bt!co~les abfolute]y nec~fi:lry. 1\n,1 as this 

part of th~ commUllity of ten COIlfifts of tll~ idle 311d 

~xtrlva~allt, \\"ho e~t \V:thOltt ,,'arkitlg, their removal .• 

by illCre:lii~lg tl1c fdcility cf fubfiile,nce to th~ fru~:ll 

and illduftrious WI10 r~mail1 D~!!ind, :1atu:a}ly il1crcafe~ 

the nunlber of peQ~)le, juft :15 t~l~ C!lt(i!lg (.:I'" t!1~ 

fuckers of an appl\?-~r~~ i!lCr~a1-:';s tlle llzc of th~ trec, 

aad the qU:lntity of fruit .. 

'~"Jrd. The foil :ln(i climate of the "\ ~flerl1 parts of 

V · •. N th d S 1 C l· ~ G\ . lrg~Il1a, lor an outtl- ~!ro ~~ a: ~~!:~1 C0~·gla, 

rifford a more e~fy fupport tolazy f3rnl~:·s, ti1::~1 t!!C 

ftubborn hm 4.urabIe fcil of Pcnnfyh',l!lia.-IJt'rt') ocr 
. , 

f:lr~:lcrs to, bcf~o\v a large fllare of tll\.:ir l:lbcur ia pro

vid ing for and f~ed in!! tllcir cattle ; b~ t ill t11~ fu~tlH:~r!i 
~ ~J 

i~atcs, cattle fil1(l pJ{rl!re (lurill~; tlie greatcft p:!!-t of 

tl1e \Vil1t~r, in t~le ficlc!s or \\'uG<.ls. I;'or t]lcf~ reafons, 

tllc gr\:~tc{t part c~ t!le \Vefterll C.Otl11tics of tIle States, 

tli~t lla,r~ b;.;cn lnerltiollt=(l, are fctt!t.:<.l lJY origitlal in-
C l , "'''. l · O #. , \ • . 'l V \' a· ... l'· ~ .... '- ... i .. J .L .. ,,~. Duril1Z t!l~ late \\rar) tile 
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r;:ilit~a of Orange county, in North Carolinn, wert! 
" . 

(llr{/jl(~dJ :\nd their number amounte-l to 3,500, nJtry 

n1al1 of \\phom l1ad migrated from Pennfyl!"ania~ From 
. .. .. 

this you ,vill fec, that our Stat~ is the great outport 

of the United States for E-uropeans; and that, afte! 

performing the office of a fieve by detlining all 

thofe people who poff'efs the fiamina of induftry. and 

\?irtuc, it a}lows a pafi:'1ge to the reft, to thofe States 

"rllich are accommodated to their habits of indolence. 

I {hall C011c]ude this letter _ by renlarking, -that in 

the mode of extclldillg population and agticulture, 
I 

whicl1 I have defcribed, \\"e behold a ne\v fpeci~s of 

,,,";lr. The tl)ird fettler -may bc_ viewed as a conqueror_ 

Tlle \vcapons \\,itll which he atchieves his conque~s, 

are th~ implements of hufl>andry: and the virtues whi~h 

(lircCl: them, are induftry a11d æconomy. Idlcnefs--:: 

extra\T~l-gance-alld ignorazlcc fly before hiln. Happy 
u'"ould it be for l11ankind, if the kings of Eurol,e 

would ad.opt tllis mOlie o'f extending th~ir territories: 

it \\roul(l roan put an end to the drea{lful conneaion~ 

\\"llicll 113S ex ifted in every age, bet\\'"een w~r and 

pover: y, al1d betwecn cOllquefl: al1d derolatiori. 

Witll. great reCpea, 

I Il~ve tllc honor to be, 

SIR, 

Gg 

Your mon obcdlcnt 

humble fervallt. 
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[AR ACCOUlIT OF TRI! MAlfKEkS OF TH& GEBMAK 

iRRABirA"TS ow ~.SYLVAHIA • 

. THE flate of Pcnnfylvania is io much in
debtro for her profperity alld reputation, 

to the German part of her citizens, that a 1hort 
- -

account of thrir mannen. may, perhaps, be u{e(ul 

_d agreeable to their fellow citizenain evny part 
øf the United States. 

TIie aged Germans, and the anceftors of thore who 
are yoting, migrated chiefly from the Palatinate; from . 

Alcace, Swabis,8uony, and SwitzerJand.: but natives 
of every pri ncipality and dukedom, in Gttmany, are 

to be fQund in ditFerent patts of the ftate. rfhey 
brought but litt le property with them. A few pieces 

• 

-of gold or 61ver coin, a cheft filled with clothes, a 

bible j anda prayer or an hymn book conftitl!~Gd the 

whole ftock of moll of them,. Manv Ol them bound 
• 

themfelv&." -- or one or more o·f their children, to maf .. 

ters . after their arrival, for fO\lr j five, or feven years, 

in order to pay for tlleir pnffages- acrofs the ocean .. 

A clcrgym:m always acoompauied them when they 

came in large bodies. 

The principaI part of them. were farmers; but 

there were many ;mechanics. who brougllt with 

.henl a kllowledge of thofe arts which are necef-
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rary and _fefol in all countries. Thefe mechaniCI 

were chiefly weavers, taylors, tannen, ihoemakers, 

comb-makers, {mith s of all kin ds, butchers, paper-, 
~akers, watch makers, and røpr bakers. I {han 
begin this account of the German inhabitants of 

Pen&fJl~nia, by defcn"bing the manners of the 
German farmers.> 

This body of citizeps a~ not onfy induftriolq 

~nd frugal, but ficiJful cultiva~ors of the eartb. I 

{hall enumerate a few particuIarsJ in wh~ch they 

diifer from ~noft oi ~e other farmers, of Pennfyl-
. . 

vanla. 

I fr. In fe~liDg a naCl: of land, they always prø
vide large and fuitable accomodations for their horfcs 
and cattlQ, before they ]ay out much moner in 

building a houfe for themfelvC!S. The barn and 

the fiables are generally under one roofJ and contrived 

irl f uch a manner as to enable them to feed their 

horfes and cattie, 3iid ro remove their dung, with 
as little trouble a~ poffible. rrhe firft dwelqllg houfe 

upon this farm is fQ1all, and built of logs. It gen
erally -laRs the life . tU.ne of the firR: fettler of.a trad 

of lan4; ~n4 Jl~nce they have a fayillg, tha~ c, a 

" fon Qlou14 always begin hi~ improyements whe~e 

" his fadler left off," -tha~ is, by bu ilding a large anel, 
c'onvenient none huufe. 

lc.l. Theyalways prefer good land or that land 

on wJlich tl1ra:e is a lar.ge quantity of meadow cround~ 
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From an attention to the cultiv:ltion of grafs, they 
of ten double the value of;m old falom in a f~\t· ye:m;J 

aIld gro\\T rich 011 f.lrms, OJl ,,"hieJl t!lcir pr(clt~cl"ilors 

~f whom they purchaf~;l them,. bave llc;!rly fiat\ \:J. 

T~ey prefer purchafi:1g farlns with fome illlpr~\"ements 

to ·fcttling on a new trall: of land. 

3d. In cleariJlg new land, they do not gir<11e the 

ttees fimp)y, and Jeave them to IJerifh ill .. the groun,i, 

as is th~ enRom of their Engliih or Iriih neighhours ; 

but they ienerally cut them down and bu~ them. 

In deftroying under-wood and bufhes, tIley gen~ral1y 
grub L"tcm out of the ground ; by which nleaI1S a field 

,is as lit for c~ltivation the fecond year ai-rer it ii 

cleared, as it is in twenty years aften\rards. 1" he 

adv~ntages of this mode of cleariIlg, COJlfift in tlle im

mediate produCl: of the field, and in the greatcT faci

lit y with ",llich it is plollghed, harro~·ed and reaped. 

"fJte expenfe of repairing a plough, \\yllich is of ten 

brokeIl t,,'o or t!lree times in a year by fInal) ftumps 

concealed ill the grounrl, is of ten grcater than the ex

traordill~ry cxpenfe of grubbing tIle faDle Eeld com

plcteJ.y", ill cl~aring it. 

4th. Tlley feed tIleir horfes 311d CO\V~~ ()f \\·llicll 

they keep orl1y a fm~11 number, itl fue}1 ;: m3I1J1Cr, 

th~t tIle former perform twice the labuur of tIlofe 

llorfes, and t]Ae latter y il"ld t\\picc tIlc qualltity of 

nlilk of tl10fc Ct)\\'S, that ar~ lefs ))lel1tifully fed. 

1~!lere is grt:.:t C:COllolny ill t!1i~ !'rac.1ice, ~fl,~ciCll)y 
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in fl country where (o much of the labour of a 

far nle r is neceff.ry to (upport his domeftic ani .. 

Al:i!S. A Gerre3n 110rfe is moWn in every part 
01 tlJ~ flate: indecd he feems to "feel with his 
" 10r,1. t~l;! p!eafure arid the pride" of his ex .. 

tr:lor.lil1~·r': fize or fata 
-

stil. 'fil:: ·rences of 3 German farm are generallJ 

high, and wcil buiJt j Co that his fields fddom fuf. 

fer i-rom Ule iuroads cf his own or his neighbours, 

horfes, cattle, hogs, or fheep. 

6th. TIle Germa11 farmers :ire great reconomifts of 

tllcir v.~J. He!,c~ they burn it only in Roves, in which 

tIley cOllfume but a 4L~. or 5th. part of what is com .. 

Dl0111y ~urnt in ordinary open 6re pI~ces: be6des, 

thcir horfes are tå,'ed by meal1S of this ~conomy, 

from t}};![ jmmenfe labour, in hauling wood in the 

nliJ(lle of "Finter, whicll frequently unfits the horfea 

of tll~jr 11eigllbours for tlle toiis of the ellfuing fpring. 

TIleir }loufes are, moreover, rendcred fo comfortabJe, 

at aJI t!mes, by Ilrge clofe ftoves, tl13t twice the 

bufinefs is JOlle by everr hrallcll of tlle family,in knit

illg, fpinll:ng, arid mending farm ing utcJlfils, that is 

done in houfes wliere every mcmber of the f:lmily 

cTouds near to a COmll'lOn fire-place, or fllivers at a 

diftal1ce from it,-\\rith llallds :ttld fingers that movc, 

by reafon of tlle cold, \"ith ollly l1alf tJleir ufu31 quick .. 

ncfs. 



~l.0 .&N ACCOUNT Of THR GEIlMAN 

Tltey difeover a:conomy in the prefcn9 3tion and in~ 

~afe of ttlCir wood in feveral otller ways. The y 

(ometimes defend it, by high fences, from t~ir cattle ~ 

by ~hi~h means the !oung foreR: trees are futfered 

t!l grow, to repla~e ~hofe tl~at are cut down f~r the 

necetTary ufe of the farm. But }Vhere this cannot be 
convenient)y done, they furround the ftump of that tree 

which is moft ufeful for fenees, viz. the chefnut, with 

a !malI tri311gular fence.· From this ftump a number 

of fuclers 1hoot out in a few years, two or three of 

which in the courfe of five aDå twenty years, grow 

rota trees of the fame fize as the tree fram ~~ofc 

roots the)' derived their origin. 

7th~ rThey keep their 110rfes and cattJe as \\~arm 

25 poflibIe in winter, by which means they fave a 

great deaI of their hay an4 gr~in; for thofe anima~s 

",hen cold, eat much more tl1a~ when they are in ~ 

more comfQi'table fitllation. 

8th. rrhe German farmers live frugal1y in ilieir 

families, with rcfpeB: to diet, furniture atld apparel. 

Tltey fell dleir moLl: profitable grain, which is wl1cat ~ 

and eat that \\~hich is lefs profitable, b\lt more nourifll-

ing, that is rye or Indian com. The profit tO ~ f~lrmer, 

from this fingle article of ~con\lmYJ is eqllal, in the 

courfe of a life time, to the price of a farm fQr 

Olle of his clli!dren. They eat fparingJy of boi1cd 

animal food, with large qU311tities of vegetables, 

particularly Callad, turnips, cl1ions, and G~bb:1l:c, 
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the laft of which they make into Jour er,øI. Thcy 
likewifc: ure a large quantity of milk snd ~hcerc 

in their ditt. Perhaps the Germans do not propor .. 

rion the qaanttty of their animal food, to the degrees 

of their labour; hence it has bæn thooght, by Come 

people, that they decJjn: in ftrength fooner than tlaeir 

Englilh or Irifh neigl.bours. Very few of them. 

cver ufe diftilled fpirits in their families: Llteir com .. 

mon drinks are ~rder, beer, wille, and 6mple water. 

The furIliture. of their houfe is plain alld ufeful. 

They cover thclnfeves in willter w ith light feather 

beds inftead of bhtnkets: in this contrivance there is 

both convenience, and reconomy, for the betls are 

warmer than blankets, and tlley are made by them

felvcs. The apparel of the German farmers is g.. 

fually home Jpun. When they ufe European 2Jticles 

of drefs, they prefer thofe which are of the bc~ft qua

lit y, and (jf tlle higheft price. They are afraid of 

debt, and ft:ldom purchafe any thing without payin, 

catb for it. 

9th• ~111e Germall farmers have large 3'f profiuble 

gardens near their houfes. rl"hefe contailllittle eIre but 

ufeful vegetahIes. Pennfylyar.ia is indebt:ed to the Ger

mans for the principal part of lier kno'Nledgr in bor

ticulturc:. There was a time when tun,ips and cabbage 
were the principal vegetal)l&!s that were ~ (ed in diet hr 
the citizens of Philattelph::l. This wilJ not furprif~ 

thore perfons, who know that the firl\: Englilh fettleu 

ill Pen.nfylval1~a lcft Enjlalld while horticulture _ai i. 



--" '--

its infancy ill tlla.t lountry. 'lt \VJS not til} the reign 

of William -Ill. tIlat tJlis ~. ~~fuI and ~greeabjc art was 

cultivated by the Ellgliill n:1tion. Sin(c ~tll~ fettlement 

of a nllmher of GerJllan garuencrs jål the nei~llbour

hoctd of PhiladcIpllia, the t~lbl~s of ~.il cla!tt:s of citizcns 

113ve been covcr~d with a varit:ty of vegetab1es, in 

~very feafon of the year; and to the ufe of thefe 

vegetahJe5, in diet, may be afcribed the &eneral ~xemp

tion of tlle citizet;s of Philacclphia frem difcafes 

of the {kine 

10th. The Germans f~ldom hire mC~l to \\"ork upan 

their farms. The feeblenei'$ of thJt autIlOrity which 

mafters poffefses over hired fenT~nts, is fuch tn:lt thei~ 

\f ages are feldom procured frLim th~ir labour, except 

in harveft, wlien they work in the prefence of their 

mafiers. 1"he ,vives antl da ugbters of tIle (;erman 

farmers freqttently forfake, for a \\~hile, their dairy' and 

fpinning-,,~heel, and join their l1u{b3n{ls antI brothers in 

the labour of cutting Go\\rn, colleaing and hringillg 

110me the fruits of tIleir fielrl:; anli orchards The \\pcrk 

of the glrdens is generally dOllC by the won1en of the 
r eJ ,amI y. 

1 I the A larbc an,l flrong waggo:l ccvcrc<l· "tith 

lin~n clotn, is all cfTl'ntiJI part of tI1~~ furniturc of a 

Germall farnl. Iil tllis \v:lggon, (lra\~pn by four or 

fi\"~ lJrgl! llorfcs of l pcculi,lr brec\.l: tItey C01IVCY to 

J11 arket over tl1c rOllg11cr~ rOJ(l s, bct\\"CC11 2 or 3 tIlou

[,md PCU1ll~S wcight of the producc of their farms. In 
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the 1110~tl1s of !St!ptembcr and OCl:o.ber J .. it is no untoDl

mOll tIling, 011 the Lancafl:er and Reading roads, to 

m~et jn Olle day from fifty t() an hunclred of ~efe ~& .. 
gODS, on thcir \v:.y.to Philadelphia, moft of wlW:h be. 
lang to G~rmaQ farmer~ 

12th. The favourable- intluence of agTiculture, al 

conduCl:ed by the GermarlS in extending human hap

piRefs, is manifefted by the joy they exprefs upon the 
birth of a child. No dread of poverty, nor diftruft of 
Providenee from an encreafing family, deprefs the 

fpirits of thefe induftrious and fr u ga] people. U pon 

the ·birth of a fon, they exuJt in the gift of a ploughman 

or a waggooer; and UpOil the birtll of a daughter, theJ 

rejoice in the addition of another fpinfter, or milkmaid 

to their family. Happy frate of lluman fociety I what 

bIeffings can civiliz~tion confer, that can atone for the 

extinCtion of the a~ient and patriarcbal pl.!afure Qf 

raifil1g up ~ numerous and. healthy fanlily of cl1ildren, 

to labol\r for their parenes, for then1fclves, and for thor 
country; and fiu:llly to partake of theknowledge andhap

pil1Cfs ",hich are annexed to exifi:ence! The joy of pa" 
rel1t~ upon the birtll of a cllild is the grateful echo of 

cre:tting goodnefs. M~!y the mountaillS of Pennfylvania 

be ror evcr voca), ,vith fongs of joy UPOll thefe 

occafions! 'filey will he tf(e infalIible figns of inno

Cetlce, iJldullry, w(~alth and Ilal'lpinefs ir1 the ftate. 

13th. The Germans take ~rcat pajns to produce, 

il) their chHdrcn, not only habitl of labour, but a 10"" 

Hh 
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of it. In this they fubniit to the inever6ble (entence 
, . -

infli&ed upon mao, in ruch a manner, as to convert 

the wrath of heaven;nto prh'ate and puhlic happinefs. 
cc To fear C«KI, and to love work," tre the firfl leffons 

they teach their children. They pr.efer induftrious ha

bits to money ~t;felf; hence, when a YQUpg. man afks 
the confent ofbis father to marry th~ girl of his choice, 
he does.not enquire fo much whether {he be rien or 

poor t or ~,:vhether file poifefses any pC!rfonal or mental 

atcompliihments--a8 whtther ihe be indufttious, and 

,acquainttd with the duties of a good- houfe-wife ! , 

14th •. The Germans {et a great valne upon patrimo

nial proJ!frty. This ufeful principle itl human nature 

preventf,; Rluch foll y , and vice in young peop]e. It 

_ moreOver , leads to lafting and extenfive advantages, in 

the improvement of a farm ; for wbat inducement can 

he ftronger in a paTent to plant an OTchard, to preferve 
. . 

forefi.-trees or to btlild a com.modiolJS and d8rable 

h011fe, than the ideaJ tl1at they ,vill all be poiTefse(1 by a 

fuccefflOll of geDerations, Wl10 fuall inherit his blood and 

naJnc. 

] 5th. The German farmers are ve~·f 111U~~}1,itlfiuCllC

ed in planting 2nd pruning trees, alfo i11 fo\;,ing and 

relping, by the age ,ind' appenrarlces of ~he n10011. 

This 3ttention to the frate of the mOOll has been afcribed 

to fuperftitiol1; blJt if tIle faas relate.d b}' Mr. Wilfan 

in his obfervatiolls upon climates are true, part of their 

(ucccfs in agricultllre muft be afcribed tt> their beini 
fo Inuc]l illflucnced by it. 
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.. 6th. I'rom the hiflory that has been given of the 
German agriculture, it will hard! y be neccØ"ary to aåd 
that a German farm may be diftinguiOledfrom the f~ 
of the other citizens of the ftate, by the fuperior fizc. 

of their bams; the plain, but co~paB: .. forn:t of ~~ 
. .. --

Iloufes i the height of the4- enclofurcs; the cxtent of . ~ . . 

their orehards; the fBtility of their fields j the ~uxuri-

ance of their meadoWl, and a general appean.~ce .. ~ ~f 
- . . 

plenty and neatnefs in every~ng ~~ bcl~gs tc? ~~m. 

rfhe German mec~ic poile1f84 Come of the traita 

of the. chara&er that has been drawn of the Germaa 
farmer.' His firft ebjetl is to beGf,lmc a .frc:ebolder; 

and Ilenee we lind few of thcm live in rented houfe •• , . 

TIle higheft complimen:t that can be paid to ~m OD 

entering their houres is to afk ~mJ cc is this houfe 

Jour own. u They are induftrious, ftugaI,-- pllnB:lIu 
and ·juA:. ·Sin..ce their .fettlement in .Pennfylvania, 

many of tbeqt have acquired a know:ledge of thofe: 

mechanical art~, which are more itnmedi~telJ necdfa-. 

ry and ufeful in a new c()~nt[y; w~ile they coati~uc 

at the' fame time, tq ca~ry on the arts they ill1~.r

ted frQm ~er~any, wi~h vigourand fucoe{a~ . 

But the genjus of the Germans of Penntylvaui'J is 
not confined to agTiculture and the mechanicC\l arta. 

Many of them have acquired great wealth by foreiga 
and domeftit~ commer-ce. As merchants they are can

did and punctual. Tile bank of North AmePca ha~ 

witrletTed, from its fil'ft inftitution, their fidelity to a~~ 

tIleir pec~niary enga~~cments. 
• 
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Th~s fJI h~ft I defcritfed the ~·I;Ji·.;id'l{ll ch:lr~flcr of 
feven) orders of tl1e German clti2ens of Pennfy)vania. 

~ 

r {hall now take notice of {ome of their rna nrlers ill 

a" coJleCli,·e capacity. .~11 the ditT~rent ft!B:s among 

them are particularly attentive to t~ reJigious educa .. 

eat ion of their children, and to the eftablUhmeJlt and 

fupPOrt of tt~e chriftiarJ religion. Ft)f this purpofe 

the" fettle as much as poffible together-and make tJle 

ereB:ion of a fchool houle and a place of \~orihip the 

fint . ·<lbjeB: of their care. 1~hey commit the educa. 

tron and inftruflion of tJlcir children in a peculiar 

~anner to the minifters and ofiicers of their churcl.es ~ 

-henee they grow up with prejudices ill fa~"our of pub

lic. worlhip, and of the obligatioDs of cl1riflj2oity. 

Such has becn the inftuence of a pious education 

among the German Lutherans· ill Pennfylvania, that 
..,. 

in the courfe of nilleteen years only one of tlle~ 

has ever been brougllt to a place of public {halne 011 

pWliiliment. 

As members of ci\·il government, the Gcr,nans 

are peaceab!e-and e~~3a in the payment of thcir tax

es. Sillce tltey have· p:trticipltcd in the power of 

the flate, many of them have he come, fCllfible and 

enlightened in the fcience of legiflation. PCllllfylvania 

h3S bad - the fpcaker's cllair of 11cr afil:ll1bly, al1U 

the vice-prefident's office of her council, fillcd witk 
., 

dignity by gentlemen of German flmilies. The fame 

gentlemen have fillce been adVallCC{! to ft:ats ill the 

Itoufe of rcprefentati,·e5J under the l1e,v (onflituticll 
• 

\ 
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of the ltllited States. In the gte2t ·e6ntro.verfy abeul 

the narional government, a large·! (majorit y of ;tlie 

GermatlS in Penrif,lvania decided· in favo~r of.iit&: 
adc}f'ticn, notwithfl:~11dillg the moft popular arts~w~~· 
ufed . to prt.judice thcm againft it;. ,,; - .' -: 

... 
- -:! ~J '-J _ ' .' • 

The Gi.;rmans are but little addill:ed to convivial 
.. -. . 

• -'* .... 

pleafures. 

They fddom meet for the 6mple· purpofe of eating 
anJ drinking in what. tiTe juftly :caJled " fCedi~ 

"'parties" ; b~t they are not ftrange·rs to th~ vi~~e 
• .I .. . • 

of bofpitaIity.-The bungry or. benighted t~~~t:U~r,. 

is always . fure to lind a hearty. ~cicome underth~ir 
rooEs. A gentleman of Irilh e~~ilaion, !!h~ io~ 

. . .. .., ...... . 

his way in tr~vdling through Lancaner cou~~y ~ 
.. .. 

called Jate at .. uight at the door .of a German ,farmer~ 

He was kindly tccej\~ed alld entertained with the 
• I. 

bell of every thing the houfe affo~ded. The I).ext 

moriling, he offered to pay hii .hoft for his !odging,. 

atld other. accolnrr,odations: " N~" faid the frienclly 

Gerlnan, in brol~el1 Englifh-" l will take n.otlling 

co' fronl you. I was once loft, and entertained, as 

" you llave beeIl, at tIle lloufe of a ftranger \\t·IIO 

Cl would take nQ pay frOln me for his trouble. I 

" anl tllcrefore now 0111y difchargillg that debt:

cc do you p~y your debt to me in the fame way 

c4 to fomebody eIfe."-

Tlley are extremely kind alld frienelly as neighbours. 

They of ten afiifl: each otller by loans of money {Ol-
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.~·ft9rt· tilne, ~~itbp~ intereft, wlle:t !he purchafc 
- - -

01·. pbntation. . ~~S a .Iarger (um neø=nary than is 

com"monl)' poifdsed. by, ~ fingle. farlner. To åecure 

thår,amfidencc:, ~ . .is neceff'ary to b\! punåual. Tber 
never lelld money a. ·(eco~d time, to a man who hai 

Cf~~ .. difappointed them in paying wbat be bad b.r
TOw-ed . 'agreeably to his promife or obligation. It 

was remarked, during the late war, that there were 

~ery fe. inftances of any of them difch2rging a bor:d. 

~ .a: -Åc~~ . with· d~reciated paper money • 

. . ~t has hetn faid, that the Germans are deficient ~ 

Ieåniing-; and tha~ in confeqllence of their want of 

sh~i~ . general and e.xtenfive education, the y are 
.. ! ... ,.. • 

much· ~.ddi8:~d to fuperiition, and are frequendy 

irrtpofed upon in the management of their atfairs. 
-... ~ . 

){'any',lor them have -10ft valuable- .eftates by being 

uriacquainted with the cornmon- forins of law, in the 
" . 

mon: ftmple tranfaClions; and many more of tllem 

h~ie loft their lives, by apptying to quacks in 6ck

ne(i : °but -tllis objeCl:ion to the Germans ~ill foon 
. . 

ceaf~· to have any foundation in Pennfylvania. Seve

raI young IRen, horn of Gerhlan parents, have been 

educ~ted in law,' phyfic and di"inity, who h~ve de

monftråtcd by their abiJities and knowledge, that the 

German genius· fot literature has not depreciated in 

Allleriea. A college has late]y been founded by the 

Rate in Llllc3.fl:cr, t and committed chieft y to· tllC care 

-ta Thi3 college is clHcxI: after Dr. FR A N teL IN, who \vas prefidtnt 

.frhe fiatt~ C1t ll~tjme it wai (o~}deJ) and \'vho ,oa:ri!Juted ver'J li~er;lli) 

.. its fuods. 
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of the Germans of all feas, foy the fdrpofe of difFu-

kng learning among their children., In this college 

they are to be tau&ht tJle German and Englifb lan .. 
• 
guages, :lnd all thofe br311cøes of literature whicli are 

ufually taught in the coUeges of Europe :lnd America.o 
The principal of this college is a native of Pennfylvania, 

of German pareritage. • His extenfife knowledge and 

talle in the arts and feienees, joined wi~h his induftry 

in the difcharge of Lite d1.4ties of his ftation, have 

a1Fordcd to the friends of Jcarning in Pennfy]vania, the 

Plon Hattering profpeas of the future MnpOrtance and 

ufefulnefs of ihis illftitution, 

Both fexes of the Germans difeover a ftrong propell

fity to vocal and inftrumental mufic. They excd, ill 
pfalmody) all the other religious Cocieties in the'fUte. 

The freedom and toleration of the gove111ment ,. . ~ 

produced a variety of feCls, among the Germans In 

Pellnfylvarlila Ffhe I .. utheraJ1S compofe a great propor. 

tion of tlle German citizellS of the ftate. MallY of th~ir 

churcMs are large and fplendid.. The German Prefbyte

riaIlS are tIle next to them in numbers. Their cl1urches 

are likewife larg\! and furnifhed, in manyplaces, with 

org:tns. TIle clergy, belollgillg to t!lefe churclle~, haTe 

moderate f.llaric:i, but they are punClually and juftl y 
paid. In the COltntry tlley have glebes which are fiocked 

arId occafiollally \\:orke.d by their cOIlgregatiollSe TAc 
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~O their ecclcfiafiic.al meetings, are llorlle by t}u:=ir re·f

p~Clive congregatio11s. By tlli~ mcallS tlle ciifciplil1e 

a~4 general illterefis of thcir cIlurch~s are lJreferved 

:iDd promotc~. ~rlle Gern13n, I.lutllcr~~ns anti Preiby

teri~Ils live ill grcat harmOllY witll Cal'!l ot:lt:r, illfom\1cll 
. . 

that they of ten prcach in each otl!er's cJlurc}lfs, anti ill 

fome inllallces ':In,ite i~ build:llg:1 cl: urch, itl \,rhicll 

the}' both worfllip at different times. "fllis harmoni'" 

between two feas, onc fo 111ucll oppofcd to e~ch 

other, is owing to the relaxatioll of tl1e Prefbyt~. riails il~ 

forne of the peculiar dotl:riIles l)f C~11vJllif:11. l' 11Jve 

callell thetn Preibyterians, becaufc 1110rC of tllenl olljetl: 

to being defign.ted by the llame of CJiVJIlil1s. The 
, 

ftlenonifts,. the Mora-vians~ tAe Swingfielders, atlll Ihe 

Catholics, compofe die other feCls of the German illha .. 

bitants of Pcnnfylvania. The l\letloni11s hol(i ,,·ar 

alld o:!ths to he unla\\'ful. Tllcy a(!nlit tIle facraments 

ofblptifm, by Jprink/il1g, 311d the fupper. From tllem a 
fea Ilas arifen, v/ho hold, ""ith tIle above prillciples and 

cercll1onies, the l1ecefiity of iJJ1Jnc;:{toll baptifnl; heIlce 

tIley are cal1cd DUI1keJ"j, or Bapti.1ls. Previoufly to 

tllcir partakill.~ of tJIC facr~mcl1t of tIle fupper, they 
'Va.fll eacll ot!lcr's feet, aI!(l ~t dO\\'n to a love-feafi. 

1'hcy pr~aicl! tilcfe <;erC111011ics of th~ir religion \\,itl1 

great hUl11ility (111<.1 folelnllity. 'l'llcYJ moreover, hold 

tlle dourinc of univerf:ll f.llvatioll. !7'ton1 t}lis fea 

t 11cre haV'e hecll fl'veral feccdcr~i, one of 'A"llQm llevotet\ 

tl1( ,11it:l ves to perpetual ~tlit>acy. '!-'hey 11av~ exllibite(\ 
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for lnany years, a curious fpeClacle of pious mortifica

rion, at a village called Ephrata, in Lancafter' .county l 

"fhey are at prefent rcduccd to fourteell or fifteen 

members. The Separatflls who likewife diff'ented 'from· 

the Dunker5, rejeCt the ordinances of baptifm and the 

facrament; and hold the dOClrine of tlle .Fritndr, .con~. 
cerning the internal revelation of the gofpel. They· 
hold, with the Dunkers, the' . dotl:rine of univerfål (ai~' 

vation. The fingular piety, and exemplary moral it y c~, 

thefe feas, hlve been urged, by the advocates ·for : the 

fal\'ation of all mankind, as a proof that the belief of, 
that (locrrine is not fo unfriendly to morais, . and 4'the 

order of fociety, as has beeil fuppofed. The Dunken 

and Separatifts agree in tak ing 110 illtereft upoft-· 

mOlley, all el in 110t applying to law to recovar tIleit· 

dcbti. 

The German Moravians are a numerous ~t1ld refpec

table body of chriftians in Pennfylvania. In thei r 

viiIage of Bethlellenl, there are t\VO large ftone 'buildings~ 

ill Wllicll the different fcxes are educated in ha bits of 

i~duar)· in uf\!ful man11faC1:urcs. rfhe fifters (for by 

that ep~t het the won"len are cal1ed) all fleelP in two 

large and lleat apartments. Two of tlicm Wclltch over 

the rell:, in l'lrns, every night, to afford relief from 

thofe fu(lden il~difpofitio'l1S which fonleti.mes occur, ill 

the mott llealthy perfol1s, in the hours of lleep. It 
is impoffible to reco~·(l this faa, witllout paufing a 

lnoment to do homage to that religion, Wllich pro-
.,. . 
... 1 • 
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duces Co much union alld killdilefs in human (auls. 

T-he numher of "9Qlnen, ,,"110 belong to thi$ fequt:ft-. . 
ered 'female fociety, ~mOul1ts fometiJ').le~ to I 2'.), 3nd 

rtldom to lefs than 100. It is rema ~ kable that not

\yi.thftanding they lead a fedentary lif~, and fet COI}

fi4o,tly in clo(e ftove-roonls ill winter, that not more 

t~ll one;of them, upon an aTerage, ,lies in a year. 

ne difeafe whicll generally produces this ann'Jal 

d1:at~,: -is the corlfumptioR-. The conditions :md ages 

of . the· women of the 'Vilbge, as ?,.cJ) as of the fociery 

thJt 11,\$ be~n ~entioned, are difiinguitlled by ribbo!lS 

ei ' a ~pec~liar kind which they wear on their cap;: 

~_ -widøws, by white; rhe mårricd \\·Qmen, by blue; 

t\1e fulgle wonlen, aoove J 8 years of age, by pink; 

alJd_ thofe-.~n<kr that age, by a rihboll of a cinllamon 

colour. Formerly this body of I\1~rL1Via!ls lleld all 

L'teir property in comnlon in irrJitation of the pr imi

ti\Te c!uifiialls; but, in the year I j60, . a divifion of 

the· wlu:~le of it took place, except a taverl1, a tan-yard, 

~coo .acres of Iatld llcar Be:thleheln, a!lJ 5000 acres . 
nACJr . N azar('t11, a viIIJgc ilL tlle 11eigbo\lrllOocl of 

B~thlehem. The profirs of tIltre dhtcs are appropri

atcd t~ t!lC furport alld proplgation of tIle gofpel. 
'. 

There are man"_' '·Jlulblc kiåntlfaCl:urcs clrricd 011 at 
. ~ 

B~.tllJehenl. The illl\abit2nts poff,~(s a gcntlellcf=- itl 

thcir marlncrs, wl1ich is fcculiarly agrccablc to ftrangers. 

The y- inure their chi!drcn, uf fi\"c :mcl fix yeJfS old, to 

llalrlts of c~lrlv indu{tr\r. n\', tl1is m~atls tllCV are not 
J J, ~ 
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their ftrengt11 and capacities, but are pr~ftrved from 

many of the hurtful vices and accidents to which 

c]lildrell are expofetl. 

TI1e Swingfit!l{{crs are a fnlall fociety. Ther hold 
the fame printiples as the Friellds, but the y differ 

(rOID them in uling pfalmody in thrir "rorlhip. 

The German Catholics are numerous in Philadelphia, 

and have feveral fmall chapels ill otJler parts of t~ 

n~~ . 
There is an incorporated charitable fociety of 

Germans in Pllilac.elphia., wIlofe objeas are their 

pOOf and diftreffcd Cf\Ulltrymen. 

There is likewife a Gernlan fociety of labourers 

;lnd journeymen mechanics, wllo contribute 2S. 6d. 

eight times a year, towards a fund, out of "rhich they -

al10w 30s. a week to each other's families, ",.heJl tlle 

11cad of it is ullable to 'work; and il. lOS to llis 

widow, as foon as he is taken from llis family hr 
death. 

'fhe Germans of Pennfylv:1nia, including all the feCls 

that have been mentioned, compofe nearly one third 

part of the \\'1101e inl1abitants of the frate. 

'fhe intercourft! of tIle GermaJ1S witll e~cJl other J 

is kcpt up clliefly ill t]lcir own Iatlguage; but moft 

of thcir men, wbo vitlt the capital, and the trading 

~r COulltry tO\VllS of t!l~ {l:\te, fpeak tlle Englifh Jan-
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gu~ge. A certain number of the l~\\'s of the {late 

are no\v printed in German, for Ule benefit O!'" t}ll,fe 

of them who canllot read Engliili. A large llunlb~r 

of German ne,,'s-papers are likewifC! circulattd tllr()ugh 

the ftate,. through which kno\\·ledge and intel1i!~ence 

have been conveyed, much to the ~ldvantagc of tJ.lt: go

vernment. There is fcarcelyan in1rl:ance of a Gt:rman, 

of either fex, in Pennfyl\'ania; that cannot ,·caii; but 

manyof the wi\~es and daughters of tlle Gern~Jn far

mers cannot write.. The pr~f~nt flate of fociety an-,ong 

them fenders this accomplifument of little confeq~ence 

to their improvement or happillefs. 

If it were pofiible -to determine the amount ()f all 

the property brought into Pennfylvania by tl,e prefeIlt 

Gerlnan inhabitants of the flate, arid their ;lncefiors, 

and thell COm!lare it with the prefent amount of their 

property, the COIltrafi \,·ould form fu,ch a n-!Oflumcnt 

of human il1dl1fJry alld æ~ol101ny 4S llas feldom been 

contemplated in any age or country. 

I have been irlforlne(l that there was an allciel1t 

prophecy ,vhicl1 foretold, that cc G~od <\\Toul({ blefs 

c' the .. Gernlans in foreigIl countries." '.[his prcctic

tion has been faitllfuIly vt~rifiejd in Itcnllfyly~ni;'1. 

Thcy cnjoy l~ere every blc!l1ng tllat libcrty, tl)lcratioll, 

independellce, affiu~Ilce, '\·irtuellld rCJ.lutation, carl 

\:onfer upen them . 
• 

Ho\v difTercllt is tllcir fitl1atioll h.erc; f rOln \l' hat 

it v,·JS ill Gcr~lJny ! Cculd t.he fubjec:ts of t},e l;rinc~ 
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cf Germany, ",ho now groan away their lives in 

llavcry antI unprofitable labour, view fr.m an emi

nence-, in the mOl1th of June, the German fettlementl 

of Stratfburg, or f\lanheim in Lancaftcr county, or of 
Lebanon or Bethlehein in the couDties of .Dauphin 
31ld Nc)rthamptoIl ; could they be accompanied on this 
cmineIlce, by a vcner3ble Getman farmer, and be 
tc!d by him that many of thofe extenfive fields of 

grain, full.fed herds, iuxuriant meadows, orchards, 

promifillg loads of fruit, together witJl the fpacious 

barns-and commodious ftone-dwelling houfes, which 

conlpole the profpetl:s that have been mentioned, 

were all the produB: of the labour of a filIgle fa

mily, and of "ne generatioli; and that they were all 

fecured to the owners of them by certain laws; I 

am perf uaded, tllat no chaiIls would he a~,le to detain 

them from illaring ill the freeJom of their Perlnfyl-
. .~ 

vania friends an(l former fellow-fubjetlse "We 
, 

'will a:(f\!rt our dignity-(\vould be their language) 

\ve will be mell-we v/iJ.l be free- \Ve will enjoy 
tIle fruits of our O\Vl1 labours-\ve \vill 110 longer 

be bougllt and fold to figIlt battles-in wh\ch ,,~e 

llave neitller interefi: rlor refentment~we will i11nerit 

a portiol1 of tllat bleffillg which God Ilas pI:omifed 

to the Gern1alls ill forcign countries-we will be 

Penl1f yl vlnialls." 

I filall C011clude this :lccount of tlle mannets vf 
tl1e Gerlna n inllabitants of PCl'infylvania by remark-
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ing that if I have failed in doing them juf1:ice, it l1as 

DOt been the fault of my fubjeCl. 'fhe German 

charatler once employ~ d the pen of one of the firft 

hiftorians of 3ntiquity. I meaD the elegant and 

rnlightened T acitus. It is very remarkable that the 

Germans in Pennfylv311ia retaill in a great degree 

all the vimes, which this author afcribes to their 

anceftors in hU treati{e 'c Ik morilJus Gtrmanorun,.".-

They inherit their integrity-fidelity-and Ch3ftity-
• 

but chriftianity has b3niilied from them, their drun .. 

kennefs, idlenefs, and IdVe of mi~tary glory. Therc 

is a 6nguIar trait ill the features of the Germall 

charaaer in Pennf}Ylvania, which fhe\\Ps how 

Iong the moft trifl!:lg cuftoms may exift among a 

P'!9ple who have not been mixed wirh o:her nations. 

'racitus defcribes the manner in. wl1ich the anClellt 

Germans build their ,·illages in the follo\vir,g ,·.~ords. 

f.C SlJlIm quifque '"num Jpatiis cirt"t,mJat jv"t Qdverfus 

cafils i,nil r,"nudiull1, jilJe infeitia IldifiCtlluJi."t r,Iany 
of the Germ:an ~illages il! llennfylv:!nia zre conftruc

ted in the fame maJll1er. Th~ ftnall houfes are (001-

po[cd of a mixture, of \\'ood, brick 311d cia)', nc;!tly 

llnited togct}ler. Tile large houfes aTe built of {loIle, 

and many of tllem after the Englifn f .. fllio'1. V rTY fe\~ 

of tlle Ilouf~s in Germanto,\~n are c(.)11neaed togetIler. 

- '\\~llcre tIle Gcrulalls eOll J!Cc1 their lloufcs ill tItt ir 

i' 1: ".::, m ln !("aV~i a fP1C~ bet "-:~~n hi~ h;Jufe, and thofe: vi hi~ !leigh .. 

~urs, C;~~'t'r ~.) JY ... ,:J th~ J.tn;er f.o!n fi .. ~, or froJl) LJuf.; .·u:ut·l. ~ll 
.. "" 

aC.1.I:' e" .. are. 
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\!illJges, they appear to have deviated from one of 

the cuftoms they imported from Germany. 

Cll'IZE~S of tlle United States learn from the o, 
aCCf)Unt that hJS been giv'en of tile Germ;ln inhabitants 

of Pennfylvania, to prize knowlcdge and indu,R:ry in 

agriculture :md manufattures, as the baus of domdl:ic 
happinefs and national profperity. 

LEGISLATORS of the United States, Iearli from the 

wealth, and ind~pendet1ce of the German inhabitatits- o 

ef Pennfylvania1 to e11cour~ge hy your example, and 

laws, the republican virtues of induftry and economy. 

They are tile only pillars \\"hich can fupport the prefe!lt 

~,}nftitution pf tIle United States. 

LEGISL.'TORoS of Pennfylvania,-learn from the 
hiftory of your German fello\v cit!zens that YCII pcf

fefs all inexhauf1:ible treafure in the bofom of the 

frate, in their manners and arts. Continue to p1.trQ... 

nize their newly eilabii1hed feminary of leaming o 

anti fpare no' expcnfe in fUppOTtillg their pllblic 

free-fclt{,\()ls. The vices wl1icl1 follow the' W3nt 

of religions i'lftrutlion, among the cllildren of poor 

people, Jay tlle fOUlldatioll of moR of the jails, and 

places of public punifhlnent itl the frate. 1)0 not 

COJlten(1 wirh their prejudices itl favour of their o 

1anguage. It will be tl1e channel tllrough w}lich 

the kllO\\,ledge alld difcoverics of one of the wifen: 

natiollS in Europe, roay be C011\teyed illtO our l';OUn.~ 
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try. In proportion as they are inftrutl:ed. al1d el'· 
lightened in their own·· IaIlguage, they wil1 become 

acquainted \\,ith the laniuage of the U nited States. 

Invit.e them t? {hare in tIle power and offic~s of go

vernment: it \\ril) be the means of producing an 

union in principle and conduB: bctweell them, and 

thofe of their enlightcned fcllow-citizeIl& ,vho are 

deLcended from other nations. Above a11, chcrifh 

with peculiar tendernefs, thofe fetts among tlleln ~"ho 

hold war to be unlawflJI.-Relieve tlleln from the 

oppreffion of abfurd aIld unrleceffary militid la~rs. 

ProteCl: them as tIle repofitories of a truth of tlle 

gofpel, . which has exiited in every age of tl-le c11'lrch, 

and which muft fpread hereafter over every part of the 

world. 

The opinions refpeaing the commeree and flavery 

of the Africans, which h·ave nearly produce{l a revo

iution in their favour, in fome of the Europeal1 go

xernments, were tranfplanted from a fea of chriftians 

irl Pennf}'lvania. Perhaps thofe Germatl feas of 

c}lrifiians anlong us t who refufe to bear arms for the 

purpofe of {bedding hum~ n blood, may be preferved by 

divine providence, as tlle centre of a circle, which {ball 

gradual1y embrace aJI the nations of the carth in a per

petual treaty of fricll(lfhip a11l1 pcace. 
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TaOUGBT5 ON COMKOB SDiSL 

To HE human mind in common with other 

branches of philofophy J has become the 
fubjcd of attentiQn in the prefent age of ~lee anel 

general enquiry. "While new faculties are difdJ~ 
ing in it, it will conduce equally to our acquiring a 

perfeu knowledge of its powers, to dcteCl: and tt

move fuch fuppcftd faculties as do not bciong to it. 
~ 

I have lang fufpell:ed the term CDmm~n Sn# to he 
applied improperly to defignate a facu)ty of the minde 

I fua!l not i·epeat the accounts which have been 

given of it by Cicero-Buffier-Berkely-Shaftelbury 

-Bentely-Fenelon-Locke-Hume-flobs -Prie{U, 

and otheiS, "Il of whom agrpe in defcribing it as 

a fomlty, or pal~ of a f;lculty, poffeffing a quick and 

univerfat perception of right and wrong, truth and w-

ror, and of pTopriet, and impropridJ in human aHåirs. 

I {hall copy, as tlle fuhfl:ance of aJI that thofe au· 

thors have faid upon this fubjea, Dr. Reid's ac

count of com mon fen fe, publifhe(l ill t!!e 2d. chapter 

of the fixth number of his Etrafs on the intelleaual 

powers of man.-" It is åtbfurll to conceive (fays the .... 

• ( Doctor) thflt there Ca!l b'.! :my oppofition be-

Cl t,veen reafon and common fenfe. It is the firft-

Kk 
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cc bont of reafon, and, as they are commonly joillc,t 

" together in fpccch and writing, they are infeparablc 

" in tlfeir nature." 

cc 'Ve Clfcribe to rcafon-two offices or two d.egrees. 

" The firft is to judge of things felf-e"iJent; the 

cc fecond is to dra\v conclufions that ;\re not felf .. 

" evident from things that are. The firfl: of thefe 
" is .the provincc, and the fole provillce, of common 

" fenre, and therefore it coinciJtl with reafon in its 

fC 'Whole extent, and is only Dno/her Dame for one 

'c Iwoflch or one Jegrte of rea~on." 

" There is an obvious reafon Wl1Y this degree of 

CC reafon {hould have a name appropriated to it, and 

cc that is, that in the greateft part of mankind no 

" other degree of reafon is to be found. It is thi; 

c, degree of reafon that entitles them to the denomi

cc nation of reafonable creatures." 

cc Thefe t\\~O degrees of rcafon differ in other 

" refpeCl:s, which \\~oul{l be fufficieIlt to cntitle them 

ett to diftinCl narnes. Tlle firfl: is the gift of heaven-

" the fecond is learned b}" praaice and rules, ,\,hen 

c, the firf\: is not \\9anting." Thus far Dr. Reid. 

It is· with great difIidel1c~ t11at I ohjeCl to any thing 

that cornes from a gcntlenlan from \\Thofe writings I 
l1ave deri\"ed fo much entertail1mcf,t and inftrllCl:ion, 
and who has (1one fo mtlcll towards removillg the 

rubbilh that has for many ages obfcurc(l the fcieJ1Ce 

.r metaphyficks. T'his (liffillenee to offer a fillg~e ob-
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jt;;c\:ion to Dr. Reid's Opil1ion upon the fuhjeCl. under 

confideration, is encreafed by the groupe of popular 

and refpeEtable nanles under which he has fupported 
• st. 

The idea whicll I have adopted of common fcnfe is 

plain and fimple. I confider it as the perception of 

things as they appear to the ,,-eat!fl part of :mål1-

kind. It- has no relation to their being true or fa!ft, 

right or 'UJrong, prop" or improptr. For ~ the -fake of 

perfpicuity, l fuall definc. it to be, OpinifJ111 andftelings 

in tlllffoll with the opinions a/ld fteli11gs of th~ .. ~"-/J: of 
Inankilld. 

FrOln this definition it is evident that common- fenfe. 
~ 

muft neceffarily differ in ditTerellt ages and conntries' 

and, in both., muft vary with the progrefs.of_tafte, 

fdeuce, and religion. In the' ullcultivated flate .. of 

reafon, the opinions and feelings of a majority of 

mankind will be wrorig, and, of courfe, their COln~ 

t mon or univerfal fenft! will partake of their errors. 

In tlle cultivated frate of reafon, jujl opinions alld 

feelings will become general, and the common fenfe 

of the majority wi1l he in unifon with truth. I beg 

lthve to illuftrate w11at I mean by a few examples. . 

I. There are nlany thiJtlgS Vlllich were contrary to. 

cammon fenfe in former ages) both in pllilofophy 
and religion, ,vhicll are now univerfal1y believed, 

iIlfomuch tllat to call theln i11 qtlcftion is to difeover a. 
,,·aIlt of jlldgn1cnt, or a de(caive education. 
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2. It is contrary to i:ommon fenfe to fpeak or 

write in favour of repl1blicallifm, in feveral Euro

peap countries; and it is equally contrary to it to 

fpe.k or 'Afrite in favour of monarchy, in tlle Ullitc6! 

States of Ameriea. 

3- The common fenfe of the planters in Jeamaica, 

is infavour of tlle commeree and flavery of tile Airi

(aIls.~In Pennfyh·.mia, reafon, humanity, and com

mon fenfe; have univerfally ~eclare" again{l them .. 

4. In Turkey, it is tontr~ry to the commOll fenf. 

of delicacy·which prevails in that country for a gentle

man to dance with a lady. No fuch conlrnori fenfe 

pre\~ils in .any of the wefl:ern cou~ries of. EYfope, 
or 'in the States of Ameriea., 

s. It is contrary to the common fenfe of many 

numerous feCls to be!ieve that it is poffible for meIl 

to go to heaven, who do not embrace their principles, 

or mode of wor{hip.-_~mollg rltional men, thii 

common 'fenf~ is contrary tQ truth and cllri1tiall re·-

ligion. 

6 ... 'fhe comlnon fC11f~ of nlankin,l h~s generJlly 

heen ;n favour of cltablifhed modts and h,il)its of prac~ 

tice, in medieinc. Op1urn, bark, mer-.:ury and tllc 

lancet have all forced their way irlto general ufc, 

cpntrary to this common fenfe. Thcir utility is a 

p roet' hoVi littl~ common ft'nfe accords with the ded ... 
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lions of reafon, and ho" imp:operJy it is (uppofcd to 

be a part of that nobJe power of the minde 

7- It is agrccablc: to the common fenre of a great 

p:!rt of ma.llkilld, to rf!v~nge public and private in

juri~s hy wars and duels., and yet D:» wire or juft: 
r~afon has e,~er been given to juftify the praaicc of 

either of them 

8. The common fenre of the bulk of tite inhabi~ 

tal1ts of the Britifh domini6lnsJ and. of the United 

Statts, is in fa,·our of hoys f~nding four or five ).caq 

il~ learnillg the Latin and Greek languages, in order 

to ,!ualify them to underlland the Engli1h languagc. 
Thof(! perfuns \\rho recolietl that the mofl: perfetl 
language in the world, viz. the Greek, ,,-ras learned 

without the lnedium or aid of a dead or fGreign lan

guage, confidl'r the above pr.ltlice (founded in COID

mon fen fe ) as COiltrary to right Teafon and produaiv~ 

of nlany evils ill educ~tion. But further, under tws 

head. 'fhe corrlmOll fetlfe of the fame immenfe pro.. 

portioll of peoplc, is in f .. \vour of teaching hoys wfJrm, 
before th~y are taught idea .. r • Now nature and right 

rCJfon both revolt at this abf!lrd praClice. 

9. TJle commO~l fenfe of nelrly a~l natiens, is in 

favour of preventing crimes, by the Ilunifhment of 

death, b\lt right reafon, policy, 3nd the experience of 
• 

~ wife: ~\11{1 eIlliglltcned prince,t all concur in provin, 

l' LcvrJIJ Emp~;or of Gcrm:ln~. 
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that the beft means of preventing c:rinlesJ is by /i'UinK 

:!JDd IJot by dtad eX3mpJes. 

. _ In tlle perfeaicr. cf kJIO\\-]cdge, comlnon fenfe 

and truth \vill be ill ullifon with each other. It 

is ~. mor~ relateJ to error than truth, and in the 
- .. . -
fenre ill "rhich Illave defcribed it, it implies lnorc 

- '" - - -

praife than cel1fure to \,"allt it. 
e 

To far that a man has common fenfe, is to fay 

that lu' thiilks "'ith his age or country, in their 101ft, 
åS·weil as their true opinions; and the greater the 

pt<?portion of people,. he aas and thinks ,,·ith, the 

gteåter ·{hare he potft:ir~s of tllis common fenfe.

Aft~r all th:1t has becll faid ill its favour, I callnot 

herp thiliking that it is t!le (:haracrcriftic only of 

(ommon minds. 

To thirlk aIld all: with the majority of m;lnkind, 

when they are ~·ight, and dirl~rently from them, whell 

they are ~L'rOJlg, conftitutes jll nlY opinion, the perfec

tion of human wifdOln and con({uCt. 

~he feeli1lg! and opinioil.f of mankind are of ten 

confounded; but they are \l:ilicly different froln eacll 

other. rrllere may be jl!J'1 feelil1gs conncB:ed \\,ith erro

'/~(jltj opinions ~nd COI1~lua. TJlis is of ten tllC cafe in 

religion an(l go,"crnrncllt-But, in geIleral, opinions 

and feelil1gs are jufi: and llnjufl: in eqllal degrees, ac

(ording to tlle circunlfianccs of age, country ~ 6l11d the 

progrefs of k!1a·\\·lcdge befare llientioll\.'lL. 
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Had this common fenfe depended upon the infor. 

mltion of any 011~! of the fivt t>;tn-nal fellfcs, I ihould 

have had no difliculty ill admitting Dr. Reid's- account 

of it, inaflnuch as tht! perceptioI1S they afford are the 

falne, in their n'.lture, in all healthy men, and in all 

ages and COuTltries. But to fuppofe it to be an in

ferior degree, or tllc flØ aCl of reafoo, and afterwards 

to fuppofe it to be uni't'e1/a/, is to contradiCl every 

thing that hiftory and obfervation teach us of humam 

nature·t 

111 matters ad(lre1fed to our reafon, the principal 

buullefs of reafon is to correCl the evidence of our 

ftnftJ. Indeed, the perception of truth, in philofophy, 

fecnls to COllfifl: illlittle elfe tharl in the refutation 

of the i(leas acquired from the teftimony of our 

fenfes. 111 the progrefs of knowledge, when the ex

aCl: conl1etl:ioll between the fenfes and reafon is per ... 

fcClly un(lerftood, it is probable that the fenfes and 
reafOll \\,ill be in ullifon with eacll other, and 

that mankinll will as fudden]y connetl: the evidence ol 
-all the fellfes witll tl1e decifioI1S of rcafon, as they now 

COl111Ctl:, \vith certainty, tlle (iiftallce of objeas witlt 

-the evi<.lence of tlle eycs. This gC11erai unifon b~

tween the fenfcs al1l1 reafoll, as it1 the cafe of vifton, 

muft be the refule only of e:X:llerienc~ an..! ilahit. 

I 

I canllot lliflllifs this fubjetl: \\1ithout aJdil1g the 

follo\\'ing rcm~rl\:. 

~ The king of Pru!1i.l, in hig pofihl!mOUS 'N()rks, f.tys, 'c R~rod 

" r.~v:r diJ any thing gre.\t,~' by \\'}li\~!l he mu{l ha\'e meJnt the (om .. 

1"H'l de:rc-:~ of it, or Wll.1t i~ cat1~j, ty t):. !~.elJ, C,nf,.r:~n ft:f. 
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Mankind are govemed, {afs t.lr. Bayle, by theit 
prejudices, and not by thcir principles. To do them 

good, we muft, in fome meafure, conform to thore 

pttjudices ;-hence we 6nd the moll: ~cceptab)e mea 

in praffical {ociety, have bt.~n thofe who h..tve nev~r 

fhockcd thcir cotemponriei, by oppo6ng popuJ:1r or 
common opmlons. ltl~n of oppo{jt~ chara8:trs, like 

objea3 placed too near the cye: are feldom fee"o dif

tinaJy by the age in which they live. They muR: 

content themfelves with the profpeCts of being ufeful 

to the diftant and more ~D)ightened generations which 

are to follow !hem. Galileo, who atled parelon of 
the pope, on his knees, for contradiEtil1g the ~m

""n Imfo of the muren, refpeaing the revol1Jticn of 

the earth, and Dr. Han·ey, who loft -all his bu.finefs, 

by refufing the commIn ftnfi of former ages, refpea

ting the eirculation of the blood, now enjoy a repu~ 

tatioti for their opinions arid difcoveries, wllic:h has, 

in no inftance ever been given to the cold b).)()d of 

common fenfe • .. 

April 3d l i91. 
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r\1f ACCOt:'!fT OF TUE VICES PECULIAll TO TRE 111-
.IAXI 0'- NOllTR AIlEIlJCA • 

• 

IT has become fafhionable of late years for the 

philofophers of Europe to celebrate the vir

tues of the fanges ·of Amenca.-'Vhether the defign 

of their encomiums '\Vas to expo{e chrinianity, and 
depreciate the advant~iges of civilization, I know not; 

but they have evidently had thore elFe8s upon the 

minds of weak people. Without contradiaing the 
acccunts that have been publifhed by thore gentlemen, . 

of the ,irtues of the Indians in North Ameri~a, I fhall 

briefly add an account of fome of their vices, in order 

to complete their natural hiftory. My information 

{hall be taken from the trave Is of Cllarle\·oix ..... Hen
nepen-Carver-Romans anel B~rtram, and from con. 

vt'rfations with perfons of veracity who have refided 

among t~em. 

The firft vice I {hall name, that il univer{al amon, 

our favages, is UNCLEANNESS. Theyare, in general, 

ftrarJgers to tlle obligatiorts botll of lnorality and de.· 

ceney, as far as they .. relate to tlle marriage bed.-The 
, 

exceptions to this rel11arl~, have beel1 produced among 

thofe n.tions clliefly, \\r}10 have lla({ an occafional in. 
~rCOltrre with civili;ed nations. 

LI 
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a. NASTINESS is anoth~r Indi~n vice. This is e,;

emplified in their food-drinks-l-lrefs-perfons-and 

aoove all, in their total difregard to decency in the 

time..-ploct-and monner of their nlturaI e,.acultions. 

3' DIlUNKENNESS is a more general ~ice among fa

yages than among civilized nations.-'Vhole IIldian 

trihes haTe been dell:royed by it. Indecd they glory 

in their· fondnefs for ftrong liquors, and cOl1fider it 

as a part of their charaCler. A couni:ryman who had 

dropt fTom his cart a ke~ of rum, rode back a few 

miles in hopea of fiIldin~ it. On his ,vay he met an 

Indian who lived in his neighbourhood, wll0m he 

afked if he had feen his keg of rurn on tlle r03d? 

The Indian laughed in his face, and addre1T~d hirr: ~~l 

the following words. "What a fool YOll are to afk 

" all Indian fuch a quefiion. Don't you fec I am 

" fober? Had I met \\'ith four keg, you would 

" have found it empty on one fide of tlle road, and 

• Indian Tom drunk all,l afleep on the other." 

4· GLUTTONY is very common among Indians. 

To this their lang abfiinence, p:"oduced by their idle

Defi, naturally tempts them.-It is very common to 

fec them ftretch themti;lves on the ground after a fun 

.~c:al, and grunt thcre for feveral hau!:) till they reco

Ter from the effcCl.s ef thcir intl~l11perancc. Mr. 

Bartram tells us, that they fomctimes rife in the middlc 

of the !light, in orde,- to iratify their appctitcs for 
,atil1~. 
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5. TRE.CHEIlY is anotl1er Indian vice. Who eter 

trufted to an Indian treaty? - They gencrally bcgin 
their wars, with profeffions of pcacc and perpetual 

friendiliip. 

6. Th~ crutlty of Indians is weU bown. The1 
con6der compaffion aS:1 mark of effeminacy. Thår 
treatment of their prifoners, fhews them to pos-er •• 
fpirit of revenge, which p]ace3 thcm UpoD a footiD~ 

with infemal fpirits. 

7. IDLENEss is the univerfal vice of f_ages.~ 

They are not oniy too 1az1 to work, bot even ta 

tllink. Nothing but the powerful ftimulus of hunger , 
or revenge, !s fufficient tG roufe thenl into atlion. 

3. THEPT is an Indian vice. The Indians n~ 

only fteaI from their civilized neighbours, but from 

each other. A horfe-a gun-or fpirits, have charms 

in the eyes of an Indian tl1at no reftraints can prevent 

his ftealing, \vhenever they come in his way-

9- GAAIING belongs in an cminrat degree to the 

Catalogue of. Indian vices_ 

I o. But the infamy of the Indian charaCler il 

completefl by the low rank to which dley degrade 

their ,,"omen. It is well known that t~ir women 

perfornl all theit \\rork. They not onl} prepare their '. 

vitl:uals, but plant, Iloe and gather tJleir corr. and 

r00ts. TIley are fel(lom admitted to their feafts, or 

Clarc ill tllcir con,,"crfatioll. Tlle men obli,e thelU 



to lie at their feet, ,\~heJl they fieep uith:;ut fire; ani 

at their bad, when tJley fieep /lifort a fire. 'The y 
afford L\em J10 affiftance ill the toils of tending, feed

ing, and c~rrying their children. Thcy are even in

!cn6ble of the <langers to which tIleir women are oftetl 

cxpoft:d in travellulg with them. A gt:ntieman from 

Northumberland county J informed rnc, that he once 

(aw a ~"<iy of IIluial1 mel) and ",·omen \vadi.ng acrofi 

the river Sufauehallnah. The men arrived firft on 
A 

the oppcfite thore, and purfued their journe}" aiol1g the 

nver. l'he ,,"omen, fonle of \\~liOnl had euil{lrell on 

their b:lcks, upon ccming to a de~p and f3ilid current, 

fuddenly cried out for fteIp) and made fi~ns to tl1eir 

hu!bands at:J fatIlers to con!\! to tllelr 2ffi!t~nce. 

The men fiood for a few inir.utes-allc after atten

ti,"ely lurve}~ing their dil1ri.:fs, bu;-f!ed Gut a l~tl~~})itlg, 

and then \\"ith a merry il1d.iffcrl,1~C\!, ,,~~l!~l:u froll1 the~ 

a!oDg the {hore. 

This is a fl.ort nomer.cl~~ure or tl1e vlces of tJl(~ I11-

dians of North Americ~ .• IP it \\·ere neccf[lry) I v,·ould 

quote ttie cllapters 3nd pages of the authoTs ,vlh) llave 

cftablifhcd by t11c~r obft~rvaticns, the tfl!t!l of t!!C cha

raCl:er I h~\re given of t}~en14 I am not dif'10fed to 
j • 

fIlter intc) an examillatioll of their \rirtucs, bu! I C211-

not hdp fuppofiag them to be rJth~r the fjua!it:e.r of 
NCdJily, than the offsprillt{ of feeling, or principlt:. 

Their hofpit~1ity-their fnendfltip:t-their paticr.cc 

-anJ thclr fiJclity to engagemellts, are the etfcCts of 

øecdIirYJ ~lld are as dlt:lltid to their t:tinen',· ~ ... 
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hOlleft:y is to a band of aifociated robbers. Their po

lltenefs ill never contradiaing any perfon, I .believe 

is tlle effetl: of indolence, for I know of nothing 
tl1at lazy people diflike more than to difpute, ever, 

where truth is on their fide, or where viCl:ory i. 
certain.-Whcre is the man that in a lazy fit (to which 

all men at times are fubjeCl:) has not heard falfe and. 

abfurd opiniol1s aJl'anced in company, without con· 

tradiEting tllem ~ 

'fllc tlciturllity of the Indians whicll has been fo 

nlucll c~l~brated, as a 111ark of their wifdom, is the 

~ffca of their ~'"ant of ideas. Except in cafes of 

extraordinary pride, I believe taciturnity, in nine 

cafcs out of tell in civilized company, is the effeCl 

of ftupidity. I will make one more cxception to tllis 

~ulc, and tllat is ill fav()ur of thofe people who are 

in the Ilabits of communicating their thoughts, by , 

writing for the public, or by correfponding with 

their friellds. Ideas, whether acquired from hooks, 

or by refletlioll, l1roduce a plethora in the 111ind, 

which call only be rclieved by depletioll from the pcn~ 
ur tongue. 

But wllat fIlall wc fay to t}le encomiunls that llave 

been laviilied UPOll the love of liberty wllich cl1a

ratterizcs our favage Ileighbours ?-Why- that tl,ley 

arife from an ignorallce of tIle illfluenee of propcrty J 

up on the IlunlaIl milld.-Pr0l'crty, Jlld a regarJ for 

~l'V, ;lre born together in all focicties. The paflioll 
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for liberty in an Il1dian, is as different from tJle 

paffion for it in a civilized republican, as the impurity 

of Juft, is from the deIicacy of love There ii a 

certain medium to be obferved between an .atteClion 

for law, and for liberty. An excefs of the former 

has fometimes led to tyrarlny, while an excefs of 

the latter, Jeads to idlenefs and vice. The Athenians 

sppear to have heen intoxicated with an excefi of 

liberty when they fpent their whole time in hearing 

2nd telling news. There is always an excefs of la\\" 

or liberty in a corr,mUl1ity where poor men are 

idle, or where vices of any kind are ft&ttered witll 
• • Im,punlty. 

The only refleClioas that I {hall add upon thii 
fubjeCl, {hall be,-how great are the bIeffings of 

civil government which extirpates, reftraini, or puniflles 

the vices that 11a,'e been mentioned I and how ireat 

is tlle efficacy of chriftianity, Wllich, by purifying tlle 

l1cal·t, Tender~ tl1e praClice of the COlltrary virtues 

natural and a~ret'abl~? 

--~--------------------------
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OØSEIlVAT l O]{S l:l'O!f TJlE IKFLuaHC2 OF TIIE BAB 1-

'rUAL USE or 'l'OBACCO UPOK REALT., JIIOJlAI.1iI 

AND PllorERTT. 

t 

"''ITERE it pOJIible for a heing who had re

\' " fided upon our glohe, to nr. the 
inhabltants of a planet, wherc re;1fon governed, and 

to tell them tl13t a ,·iJe weed was ill gr.-neral ufc 

among tIle inhabitants of the globe it had left, whicll 

afforded 110 &ouriLhment-that thi3 weed was culti

'·Jted "yith inlmenfe care-that it "r~s an imp:,rtant 

2!"t!cle of commerce-that the want of it produccd 

real nlifery-that its t:!fte ;.~·a~ !!xtremely T!3ufeous, 

that it ,vas unfriendly to h~alth and morals, and that 

its ufc \~as attel1ded with a confiderable 10(s of time and 

propert~·, tl~.e account would be thought illcredible, 

;l~ld tlle a~thor of it \\·ould prob.lb!y be excluded 

from fociety, for relating a ftory ~f fo improbable a 

nature. In no one ,,·ic\\·, is it poffiblc to contetnpl!tc 

t!l~ creature nlan ill a nlorc abfurd and ridiculous liglit, 

tIlan ill Jlis attacllnicllt to TODACC~. 

r!'!lis \\Feed is of a ftinlulating Ilature , ,,"hetller it 

be ufed i!l fmoakillg, L4ewil1g or in fIlUff. Lil~e Opium 

and fpirituous liquors, it is fought for i:l all tllofc= cafe, 

\\~here the llody is Jebilitated i,:li;-,":fl!y ))y ilitclnperancc 

in elting, or by e~ccffi\·e applicatioll to ftudy, or 

_ulnefi1 .. r dir/ffly l1Y fec!ati,·c p~$oni of the mind, 



-
Oni~p-.V~TI0NS O~ T~~ 

re~atiollS or fri~nds b~ tlc:.th, oftC1l refort to it. 01~e 
~ 

• of the grc:!tefl: fnufFcr~ I C\ger . kne,~·, ufe(} it for tJ~e 

f.rft time, in ort!er to cOilfolc her tlnder 2 rrefertimellt 

the eIltcrt:lil1e(l, tllat {he f:louill (lie i!l chiiclbc(l. 

Fe3r crcatcs a (!efirc for _Tol)~1ccl~.. l-lc!~c:~ it i .. 
.. 

ufe(l ill:l ~eater qUJatity hy foldiers ~nd failors than 

by othcr clatTcs nf peopfe. It is llfcc) moft profufe

ly by foldierr w;1en thcy·åfl as picket guards, or centi. 

~els, and by f3iiors in -ftorn1Y ,veatJlcr. Pcrfon~ 

} l· 1 ~ n ,. .,. '-1 · 
.. tJ0UrlJlrr Utl(ler tll~t .. lC:lte Ol l11a(111elS V."111C l IS :1C-

4... 

con~pa~licli \\·ita 3 fenfe of n1ifcry', are fl1ucl1 l1e,·oted to 

i~, l-..e!:~e tile te~:"!~ts of n1~d-l10ufcs OftCl1 JccoQ: their 
, ,-'!. r - , · - r rr 1 

~t!"~11\,al1ts an .. t '.' ltltor~, ""ltIl petltlons lO!" ooacco. 

The pro;;cfs of habit ill tl1c ufe of T()bacco i~ 

cx~a!}· the f:!me as in the ufr! of fpirituous liquors. 

Tne na\~cs of it begiil, by ufin~ it orJly :::fter dinncr

t~~t'~l during the \,-1101e afternoon, :111(1 even~ng, åfter

'T·'" .... ~.-.. fcr ~ (l-1 11T'P"- t'llC'-' beror" hr"" l. fan. ~l]d fi , ..• _(~!j aJ .... l I.e ____ .l ..... ' &~ 11 \.:: .""'''~~ .. Il, '" -

1:;i~:: .. i!urillg t:l~ ,":hele lligllto I klle\V a La(ly \,·110 

tllcfe fi~gcs, \\,ho ufe~l tø 

\, .. ~;~c rcgul~lr~J; t\VO or three tin1CS evcry nigl1t to 

C-:iC1P(}.1't ll-~r fyfl~~rn \~1:tll fre!ll (lofes of [nutT. Again 
11 f' - '1 f h r ~b-l· f' -tne pr(lgrc~s III tlle (lCC~Y o (e lel111 1 It Y o t11e 

nef\! to t11C ili:~tl-'US of fnuff is ali~,1og0\lS to tIle dec~r 

of the 1~n{jhilitv of tlle {lomacl1, to the fi.inlulus of 
J 

f pirituoGs li{1~!'--::-~" It fecls for a wl!ilc the aCtion or 
l~.lrpee; nCl.t it rcqltires Scotch fIllllr, afrcr\var(is 

Iri{11-blac~;\~~.-J-"uld ~11al1r it ii alT~C1e(l onl)' 1~~" et 
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compofition of Tobacco and ground glafs. This mix
ture is to the nofe, what Cayenne pepper -and Jamaica 

f pirits are to the ftomachs of habitual dram drink-

ers. 

The appetitt for Tobacco is wholly artificial. No 
perfon was ever born with a relifh for it. Evel) in 

thore perfons who are mue}l attached to it, nature fre· 

quently recovers her difreliih to it. It ceafes to be 
agreeahle in every febrile indi(pofition. This is fo 

in1;ariabl y true, that a difrelifh to it is of ten a fign 

of an approaching, and a ;-eturn of t11e appetite for 

it, a fign of a departing fever. 

In confidering the pernicious efFeCl:s of Tobacco, 
I fllall begin agreeably to the order I have laid down, 

b}~ taking llotiee of its influence upon health; and 

llt!re I {hall mentioll its e:FeCl:s not only upon the body, c 

but uron tlle minde 

I. It impairs tIl:! appetite. "il,cre it cloes not pro. 
duce this effeCl:. 

2. It preven.ts the early and (')mplete digefiion or 
the food, alld thereby indu<es diflreffing, arid incu

rable. ,difcttfes not only of \:he ftomach, but of the 

wholc bodyo This effeCl: of l~obacco is the refult of 

the \\yafte of tl1e faliva in che\virlg, and fmoking, or of 

the Tobacco infinuating itfelf illto tIle ftomach, when 
\lfed in cllewitlg, or'fnuffing. I 011ce loft a youn, 
man of 17 years of age, of a pulmonary confumpc 

Mm 
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tion, whofe difor-J\!r \rIS brough~ OD by t.~e intcmp~

rate are of fega-s. 

3. It produces man, of thofe difd~s wl1ich are 

Cappofed to be feattd in the nen-es. ~~ ute Sir 

_ John PriDglc 1Ir3S fubj~l in the n-ening of his 

Iif~ to ttemors in his hands. In his 13ft TIDt te F nnce. 

a fcw Jean bcfOl"e ~ dicd, in company with Dr. 
FrankIUa, Jac W3S mJut.'iled by tir Doaor ,to obff"n~ 
that the (ame diforder was Te!1 common a:nong thofe 

peoplc of fafhion who were gtt.t CnntTas. Sir John 

W3$ led by this rem~rk to fufped that ms tremors 

WCTe oca6oned· by fnuft" .-hich he laot in large 

quantitio. H~ immediatcly left ott tdkillg it, 3lld 

(oon afterwardl reco,ered!hc: peafea ufe of lli~ ~:l:!ds. 

I have fcen head-achc, .cnigo, and epiJepfy protluced 

by the ufe of Tobacco. A Phyfician ira Cc:1~le~1icut 

has remarked that it IlaS in fevenl infbnces produr.ed 

palfy and apopl~xy, and Dr. TiiTot afcribes ftlJJeil 

dam in one iJilla!1ce, to the excei1i\"e ufe cf it 

in fmok~llg. · 

4. A citizen of PhiladeJpbia loft all his tee-th by 

dr_wlllg the hot fnlcke oi T obJCCO iiito his moutil 

hy means of fhort pipe, and I hne bcen illformed 

of a cancer on tJle lip u,J,icll tcrnlln-lted fa:ally froIll 

the fame caufe, in :1 farll1er In Nortl-,un.l:erlalld coun .. 

~ in this flate. The aCTiJ nature of tbe inalter whicb 

is mixed with tIl\! fn1ok~ of the ToblCCO Jnay c:!fily 

be difeovered by the tafte or fmdl of a pil)t! frem 

that hu been ill ufe for two or three ,,'eek,. 
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s- T obacco wIlen t:.fed in the fonn of fnufF feldom 

fails of impairing the voice by ,obftruiting the nore. 

It moreottr imp:uts to the complexion a dif3greeab~ 

dull-y colour. 

I have thus brie8y enumerated the morbid efFeB:. 

of T()bacco upon the human body. It remains UD

der this head to mention, that the want of it is a 
fource of unealinefs more diftreifmg than many bodily 
diforders. This uraeafincfs in perfons who have long 

been CiccoftoDled to the ufe of Tobacco has ir1 fome 
• 

inftances produced an agit:ltioa of mind that has 

bordered upon diftrail:ion. Colonel BllTr informed 

me that the greateft complainrs of dilfatisfaClion and 

fuf&ring that he heard anlong the foldiers who accom· 

panied General Arnold in his march from Bofton to 

~ebcc through the wildernefs in the year 177 S J 

,,~ere from the want of Toh:lcco. This was the more 

remark.lbl\!» as they were fo deftitute of prov~fions as 

to be obliged to kilI, and eat tIleir dugs, The Per-

Gan!;) we are told by travelIers, of ten expatriate them

fdves, when th~y a1':f l Jrhiddcn tJ-::: ufe of Tobacco, in 

order to <:njoy it in a forcign country. Thefe faas 
will not f ~rprize thofe perf 011 i who have been accuf .. 

tomed to \'iew ollr appctites when perverted to fuch 

tllinbs as are artl.:jl:ial and difagreeable, to be much 

more ungovernable thln the appetite for things that 

are origina1Jy I~atural and agrccable. 
• -'. 
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, But t~e ufe of Tobacco has been kllown to produee ' 

a· more ferious effeCl: upon the milld than the diftrefs 

that has been Inentioned. Sir John Pringle's memory 

was, ilnpaired by fIlUff. This \vas proved by his rc

covering the pcrfeCl: exercife of it aft~,r he left off tak • 

. ing fnuff agreeably to the advice of his frienJ Dr. 
Franklin. Dr. Mafillac informed me that his father 

loft his memory at fort y years of age by the exceflive 

uff of fnuff. He took for feveral years two ounces of 

~t every day. 

In anfwer to thefe obfervations ~pon the morbid 

efFeCls of rrobacco it has been faid, 

I. That it poffefrcs maIIY medical virtues. I grant 

it, and the faCts which efiablifh its utility in medicine 

furnifh us with additionaI arguments againft the 

løabituaJ ufe of it. How feebJe would 'be the effeas 

of opium, and bark upon the body if they confiitu

te~ a. part of the condiments of our daily food ;

While I admi~ the efficacy of Tobacco as amedicille, 

I cannot he]p adding, that fomc of the difcafes, or 

fymptoJns of difeafes w)lich it relievfas, are evident)y 

induced by the habit of uling it. Thus a dram of 

ardent fpirits fufpends, for a whilc, a VOllliting and 

tremors of the hallds, but who does not kJll)9N that 

thofe complaints, are the etreCts of the illtenlpcrat\.! 

and habitual ufe of fpirituous liquors ? 

2. T}le advocates for rl'obacco" tell us t11at flll0k. 

ing, arid filUff relieve tllat une afillcfs \v hi\.:ll fuc(:Ctd~. 



, 
Il· VSE OP TOBACCO. 

a plentiful meal. I admit that the ftimulars of the 

Tobacco reftores the fyftem from the indirea weak

nefs which is induced by ultemperance in eating; but 

the relief which is !hus obtained, illy compenfatcs 

for the wafte of the f.mva in fmoking, at a time when 

it is moft wanted, or for the mixture cf a portiOD of 

the Tobacco with the a1iment in the ftomach by 

meallS of fnufling. But why fhould we cafe O~ 

evil by producing aråother? wouJd it D\)t be much ~ttcr 

to obviate the necellity of u6ng Tobacco by always cat~ 

ing a moderate meal? The recolleaiaD of the rcmedy 

probably difpofes to that intemperance in cating which 
. . 

produces the uneafinefs that has been mentioned • 
.. 

3. We are fometimes told tint Tobacco is a pre

fenative from contagious dife3Ces. But many faa. 

contradiCl thial a1fertion. Mr. Howard informs Ul 

that it had no efficacy in checking the contagion of 

the plague, and rc:peated experience in Philadelphia 

has proved, that it is eqttally inefF\!ttual Ul prefcrv

ing thofe who nfe it, from the Influcnza and Y dlo" 
Fever. 

4. It has been further faid that chewing and fmok. 

ing Tobacco affifi: the intelled:ual operations. So do 

wine, and diftilled fpirits, but {hall we upon that 

account, have recourfe to tIlofe liquors whell we wi1h 

to fiimulate our thinking faculties ? Tea and. CoKe~ 

are to be preferrc(l, \vltell we wifll to ftinlulate the 

minde Mr. Pope recommcnds a trottillg horre for the 
~ 

{ame purpofe. Roufieau excited his invc~tion by 
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waIking Ihlck\,:-~rds 31!d fc.r\\-ar{~s ir, l1is loom. I 

lufpel!: tJJJt Tobacco is ofte11 llfed, r~tjler to fllppljr 

the 'it·:liil (lf itlc:ls th:ln to iol!t7i1, ()r l~xcit~ theIn. 'fhe 

abfencc lif fenfation, ~;hctller cf cxtenl~l) imrre~li

cms upon the boJyt or of tllc rc-aaion of the nlil)(l 

in thought, is al\\·aY5 accompal1ied witJl mifery. rI" Ile 

Indians afford a ftrik~ng pToof of tllis remark-heIlce 

ther fpend ,~'hole d:l)"s and eyen ,,·e~ks ill {moking, 

in order to rc]icve theolfeJ,"es fronl tl1e c,rJguifll ,,"hich 

~ends. the inaaivity and \-aCUUnl of their Dlinds. 

We proceed nel:t to mention tlJe iJlfiueIlce of the 

LabltlUl ufe of Tobacco uporl moraIs. 

I. Olle of the ufual etTeus of fmoking and 

chewiftg is ti.irft. Tl1is tllirft caIlnot he allayed hy 
watF.t, for no fellati\·e or even illfipid liquor \\"ill 

be rejilht!d after tllc lnouth antI tIlroat ha\ge been 

expofcJ to the fiililUlus of tIlc filloke, or juice of 

rrobacco. A dc:fire of courfe is cxcitctl for ftrong 

d · 1 nn.~s, 

lead to i!1tC!11p':r~11cc al1d dru l1k,~!1!le[s. One of tIle 

greateft fots I e\·cr kIl~"\\r, 2Ci.iuir,-(l a love for ardcl1t 
r. .. b ... 1·· dr, .. Iplrlts y iw .. ~··<1~iO-~·111g Cll S et 1 o~)acco, ,,"llicIl Ile 

dill, to ef~a'r;e (letcåion in tile llC~ of it, fGr he llad 
'l 1 ~ I b· c l · centrac~~;~l tllC . Il It Ol C le\Vl!lg, contrary to tIle 

I • I , f h· f ~ Il d'" l r au\ lC~ an.u COl"11!11anCS o IS .. atrier. e le" or a 

. Dropfy u~.(kr my ca""t; in the year I i 80. 
ti 

2.. The l.!f~ of Tooacco, more cfrecially ia (mok

ing, difpo[cs to idlencfs, allJ iulcl1::i~ Ilas been con-
• 



USå OP TOBACCO". 

Gdacd as tIle root of all ~vil. " An i{lle mall's brun, · 

c, (fays the celebratcd and original ltfr. Bl1nyan) 

" is tlle Dt'Vil's work ihop." . 

3- rrl1e ufe of ,Tobacco is neceff.1rily con leaed 

,vith the negleCl of cleanlinefs. The illflu\!l~Ce (Jf 
this negJea upon morals has been happiJy poilltetl.out 

: ~ a·: extratt from captaill 'Cooke's jourll aj, which is 

publi111ed by Sir Johll Pritlg1e in ,ane of his Orations 

before the Royal Society ot London. 

4. Tobacco, more efpecia]]y \"hen ufed in fmokrng, 

is gen~ra!ly affe'!fi7J! to tl10fe people WI10 do not 

ufe it. To frrJoke in company Ullder fueI1 circuPl

ftarlccs, is a breach of good manncrs ; now, man. 

ncrs I!ave an influellce llpon moraIs. 'fhey lnay be 
confidered as the 011t pafts of virtue. A habit of 

offending the fenfes of friends or il:rangas by. the ufe 

of TobaccQ) canllot th~refor~ be il1dl11gc(1 v,,:-itIl iuoo

ceilce. It prO(1'1CeS :1 \\~:lnt of rcfpeCl: for our fellow 

cre~turesJ and tl-lis al\vay.s {iifpof~;) to' Ui1killd and 

UlljUft b~haviour tow:lrds tllctn. Vvho ever krtewa 

rilde m~n cOlnp!etely) or ul1iformly moral? 

Tlle metllollifts forbad tIle ufe of Tobacco in tlle 

infancy of tlleir focicty. rr11c l,roliib:tion (lif~overeu a 

high :md jun: fenfe of' ~he f.~~lf-d~.'l1jal, decency, and 

univerfal civility wbich ai'e requircd by' th~ gofpe1. 
, , 

\\TI3.at receptioll lUl)" \,~~ fuppof~ \\rotllJ tlle apofi:les 

have m'?t with, h,t<l tIter carricd into tk: cities 3.11d 

houf~s to which th;~y w;:rc. fel1t; f;JU!r-~oxes,. pipes • 

• 
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fegarsJ :md bundles of cut, or rolls of hog, or pigtai1 
Tobacco? SUCll a co~ly and offenfive apparatus for 

gratifying their appetites, would have furnilhed folid 

objections to their perfons and doChines, :\nd would 

, have heen a juR: cau{e for the clamors and contempt 

which were excited againft them. It is agrccabJe to oh

ferve that a regard to good man:lers, upon this fubjeCl, 

has at l~ft awakened in fome parts of tJle world. In 

England fmoking is not permitted in taverns and 

cotTee houfes until after 10 o· clock at night J and 

in Franee fnuffing is becoming unfafllionah!e and 

vulg~r. How muell i5 i~ to be lamentcd tl1at wllile 

the ufe of fr obacco lS d~clini~'g in two of the moft 

eniightned countries in Europe, it is hecoming more 

general ill Ameriea. 'Vho eatl j:::e groups of boys of 

fix Ol eight years oi(l in our ftreets fmoking fegars, 

without anticip:tting fuch a (lepr~ciation of oU&- poC

terity in he;l!tl1 and ch3raåer, as can fcarcely be 

contemplated at tllis diftance of time \\"ithout pain 

and horrer ! 

It rcmains 110W tnlt I briefiy point out th~ influ

. ence of the ufc: of Tobacco upon time and property. 

Snuffillg makes a great inroa({ UPC11 tirlle. A man 

. ~\"ho takes a pinell of fllun e\·cry t\venty minutes, 

(",·llich ll10fl: l1abitual fnllflers do) arlcl fnufFs fifteen 

hours in four arId twenty, (:tllo;\yillg him~" confume 

not quite llalf a minttte every time he ufes his box,) 

, will wafte about five whole <lays of every year of his 

lif~ itl tllis t\felefs, atlcl Ul1wholefomc prlaice. But 

~ 
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wllen WC! add to the profit~bk ufe to which tlUS time 
mi:bt ha'fe been app6N, the apcnfcs of ToIracco, 
piP~3, {nufF ~nd fpitting bosctS--aad of the injarKI 

Wilich are done to the cloathiltg, daring a .. ole lifc, 
the aggregate (lUR would probaWf 2IDOWlr &ofOfCnl 
ht!ndrcd dollars. To a bbonriug lRaIt this would Iie a .. 

decent ponion for a fort or d.lllghter, _hUe the fune 

fum, fclved by a man et afHuent cittamfbnces, • .md 
Ilave enabled him by a contribution to a public 

cJ13rit:y to h3V~ 1e1f\!ned a large portion of the igno-
r .. nce) or tnifery of mankh,d. 

In reviewing the 3ccount that has been given of 

tIle dif.lgreeable and mifchievous effeas ofTobacco, 

we art: led to enquire, what are its ufes upon our 

glob~,-[or we are affured that nothing, exifts in vaintl 
l>oifo:l is a relative terrn, 3Jld the moft noxious 

pl311ts have heen ,lifcovercd to a1ford fuftenance to 

certlin 311imlis. But what anilnal bendes man, will 

tlke Tobacco into its 'mouth? Horfes, Cmvs, Sheep, ~ 

Cats, Dogs, and even ho~s refufe to tafte it. FIies, -..
MoLquitoes, and the moth are cllaf<!d from our cloaths 

by the fmeIl of it. But let us not arraign the wifdom 

and reconomy of nJture 'in tlle produtlion of this 

plant. l\fodern Tra\'cllers have at laft difeovered that 

it conftitutes the food of a folitary and 61th y wild 

beaft, WL~' knowll in the defarts of Africa, ~y the 

nanle of tlle ROCK GoAT. 

Nn 



274 OBSEltVA'ROKS OR TØ. tJa. OF TOBACCO. 

I fhall condude thefe obfenatioDS by relating aa 
Anecdote of the late Dr. Franklin. A few months 
before hi~ death, he declared to one of his friends that 

he had never ufed T obacco in any way in the courfe 
of his long Jife, and that he was difpofed to believc 
there was Dot much advant3ge to be derived from it, 
for that he had never met with 3 man who ufed it, 

who advifed him to follow hia example. 
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All ACCOUlIT or THI: SUGAll MAPLE"'TI.E& o .. THK 

UNITED STAT':'. lø A LF'fTER. TO 1'HOMA3JJ:FI'E~k
SON, Es~. THER IEC&ETAkY OW STAT& OS TØK 
UMITEDSTA'I'KI, AlCDONE ()J' VICE 'kEIID&IITI O .. 

TRE AM:&&ICAH PRILOSOPRICAL IOClhTY. 

DRAR SIR, 

I N obedienee to your requeft, I have fat doWll 

to communicate to our Society through the 
Dlediunl -of ~ letter to you, a {hort account of the 

8ugar Mapk.tree er the (Jo nited States, tagether with 

fuch faas and remarks as I have becn able to colleCl, 

UPOIl the methods ef obtaining Sugar from it, ~d 
upon the advantages both public and priyatel of thia 

Sugar. 

The Åctr Lcharinum of Linnæus, or the Sqgar Mat

ple-~ree, grows in &reat quantitics in the weR:ern 

counties of all the Middle States of the America~ 
Union. Thore which grow in New-York alld Penn

fylvania yield the Sugar in a greater quantity than 

thofe which grow on the waters of the Ohio.-

Thefe trees are generally found mixed with the Beech, 

(a) Hemlock, (b) White and water Alh, (a) the 

Cucumber tree, (d) Linden, Ce) Afpen, Cf) Butter Nut, 

(g) anel Wild Cherry trees (h). They fometimes 

appear in groves covering five or fix acres ill ~ body, 

(a) Fagus Ferrugine.l. (bi Pinus abies. (c) Fraxinu$ Ame .. 

ricana. (d) Magnolil acumånata. (e) Tilia Americina. (f) Po .. 

pulus tremula. (g) Ju~lar,s alba (oblon&a.) (~) Prunus Vir&inia~aJ 
of I .. : nnæUi; 
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but tbey :ire more c:>mmtlnJy Utmfperfed witb fol!1f', 
or al) !lf tlie foreft tTe~s which have bftn mentioned. 

From 30 to SO trces are generally fOldld upon an ::cre 

of groand. Thef grow GliJy in the rkheft foi)s 

:md frequentiy in lony ground. Springs of the 

pureft water 2bouTId in their neigbbourhood. Thcr 
are when fulJy grown as lall as the white and biack 

oaks, and from two to threc feet in diameter." TIier 
put fOM a beautiful white blon-om in the Spring 

befare they fbow a 6ngle leaf. The to!onr of the 

blofom difiinguifhes them from the DelT rllhrum, or 
the common mapie, wllich affords a blo«om of a red 

colour. The wood of the Sugar l\Ic1pie-trcc is ex-

tremely inflammable, :ind is preferred upon that ~ccount 

by hunters and {·urveyors for fire-\vood. Its {malI 

braaches are fo much impregna.ted with fugar a~ to 

anurd iupport to the cattIe, horCes, and {beep of tl1e 
l 

firil fettIers during t11e winter, before they are able to_ 

cultivate forage for that purpofe. Its aflles afford a 

great qualltity of pot afh, exceeded by few J. or pcrhaps 

l,y none of the trces tllat grow in tlle ~oods of tlle 
• 

LT nited States. 

Tllc tree is fuppofe<j to arrivc at its full gro .. ':tll ill 

tlle \voods ill" t\VCl1ty ycars. 

+." Da:-nn La HOll!":I", in bis voyagc to r~o:'!h .A.n1erica, gi .. C~ t !lt~ f~!!r,\'.'-... 
ing Ilc,:cunt cf the ~IJrle-t1t~r. j~ C·anada. After d~fcdb"i"g t:lf= hltlck 

~hcrrv-trrc, f~!'IC of \"hich he {avs ~lre as tali as the ]o~·ticn c.'3k." ~nd 
• • 

" l,urone.'" .. 
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It is not injured by tapping; on the contrary, the 
oftner it is tapped, the more {yrup is obtained from 

it. In this refpetl: it fo)}ows a lawof °atJimal fecre

tion. A firlgle tree has not ooly furvived, but flouriih. 

ed after fort y-twa tappillgs in the fame number of 

years. The effe8s of a yearly difcharge of {ap from 

the tree in improving and increa6ng the fap, is demon. 

ftratcd from the fuperior excellence of thofe trees 

wllich have been perforated in an hundred places, by 

a fmall wood-pecker which feeds upon the Cap. The 
trces aft~r having been wounded in this way, dinil 

the remains of their juice on the gTound, and after

wal'ds acquire a black colour. The Cap of thefe trees 

is much f weeter to tIle tafte than that which isobtain

ed fronl trees which have not been previoufly wound

ed, flIld it afFof(Is more 1ugar. 

FrOln twenty-three gallons and one quart of {ap pro" 

cured in t\\~enty hours from only two of thcfe dark 

coloured trees, Artllur Noble, Efq. of the frate of 

Ne lA'"· York, obtained four pounds antl tllirteen ounces 

pf gooll grained fugar. 

#.~ trec of an orJinary fize yields ip a good feafon 

frcjm t\yenty to thirty gallons of rap, from w}licll are 

11lade from five to fix poun(ls of fugar. To this tllere 

are fortlctimes remarkable exceptions. Samuel Low, 

J~:fq. a J uftice of Peace in MOll tgomery county, ill 

the fiate of New-'York, illformeli Artllur Noble, Efq. 

tllat lie 1\:l~1 111ade t~re~ty pounds and one ounce of 
• 
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fugar between the 14th and 23d of April, in the 

year 1719, from a fingle tree that bad ~en tappetl 
for f:cveral fucceffive years ber.re. 

FrOfll the influence ~hich culturc has upon foreft 

and other trees, it has heerl fuppofed, that by tranf

planting the Sugar Maple tree into a gardeR, or br 
deftroying fuch other trees as {belter it frem d.c 
nys of the Sun, the quantity of the Cap might be 
increafed; and its quality much impr~vcd. I have 

heard of one faa which favours this opinion. A 

farmer in Nortllampten county in tIle ftate of Penn· 
Cylvania, planted a number of tåefe trees above twenty 

years ago in his meadow, from tbrte gallons of the 

{ap of which he obtains every year a pound of lugar. 

It was remarked formerly thAt it required fi'U~ or fill 
,allons of the Cap of the trces which grow ia the 

woods, to produee the fame quatltity of fugar. 

The fap diftils from the wood of the tre.. Trees 

which have been cut down in the winter for the 

fupport of tlle domeftic animals of the new fettlers, 

yield a corlfiderable qual1tity of fap as roon as their 

trunks and limbs feel the rays of the Sun in the 

(pring of the year. 

It is ill confequence of the fap of thefe trees being 

cqually diffufed tJlrough e1·ery part of thern, that 

they live three years after tlley are ,ira/ed, that is, after 

a c;rcular il1cifion is made through the bark illto tht: 

fubftancc of the tree for t!le purpofc of dcfiroying it. 
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It is remarbl>Je that gr~s thrives better under 

this tree in a m~dowJ than in 6tuations ezpor~ to 

the conftant aaion of the Sun. 

The {ea(on for tapping the trees is in February, 

ldarclt, and Apri1, according to the wcather which 
occun in thefe months. 

Farm days llni H1 nights are moft fayourable 

to a plentiful difcharge of fap. • The q1lal1tity obtain
ed in a day from a tree, is from five gallons to a pint, 

according to the grcater er lefs heat of the air • Mr. 

Low, informed Arthur Noble, Efq. that be obtained 

near three and twenty gallons Gi Cap in one da, 

(April 14, 178,.) from the 6ngle trce which waa 
before mentioned. Such inftances of a profu6on of 
(ap in fingle trecs are howe,er not very commOB. 

There is a1W3.YS 3 fufpen6en of the difcharge of 

of fap in the night jf a froft fucceed a warm daf
The perforation in the tree is made with an axe or an 

auger. The latter is prcferred from experience of ita 
advantages. 'rhe auger is introduced about three-quar

ters of an inch, and in an afccllding direaion (that the 

• The inR uence of the weather in increaGnc and lelfcninc the cti(c:har, • 

• f the Cap from trees is very remarkable. 

Dr. Tongue fuppofed long ago (PhlloCophical Tr.lnfaaionl, No .. 68)' 

tbat chanses iD the weather of every kind might It. hetter afcertalned 

by the di {charges of Cap from trees than by wcather glaffCl. ·1 

have feen a journal of the tRea. of heat, cold, moifture, drou,ha 

and thunder upon the difcharge. from the (ugar treet, which diCpofe, 

•• t. bcli •• , t.hat thtrc ia (eme foun~ltiøn fer Dr. Tenlul'. opiuio~ 



280 ~N ACCOUNT O' 

fdp rnay not be frozell in a fiow cUrretlt ill the mor. 

nings or evenings ) and is afterwar()s deepened gr:!<lu

aJly to the ex tent of J:wo inches. A (llCllt is illtro

duce({ about half an inch into the hole, n13de by this 

allger, and projc8s from tl1rec to t\vel\e incl1fs tronl 

the tree. The fpout is generally made of t}lC Sun1ach 

(a) or Elder, (b) which commollly grow in the l1eigh

bourhood of the fugar ttees. The tree is nrft tapped 

011 the SlJttth fice; when the difcharge of its fap 

begiDs to let1en, an opening is made OD its NortlJ 

tide, from which ali inereafed difcharge takes place. 

The fap flows from four to fix \veeks, accord·ing to 

the temperalu .. ~ of tIte weather. Troughs large enough 

to contain three or four gallons made of white pine, 

or white a1h, or- of dried water afh, afpen, linden, 

poplar, (e) or commOll maple, are placed un(ler the 

fpout, to receive the fap, whicl1 is carried every day 

to a large receiver, made of either of tlle trees befare 

l1iel1tioned. From this receiver it is cOIlveyed, after 

beil1g ftr:.1ined, to tllc boiler. 

rro prefervc the fap from rain alld impurities of 

~!l kinds, it i~ a good praCl ice to cover the" troug}ls 

with a cOllcave board, \vitll a hole ill tIle middle 

of it. 

It rcn1aills yet to be dctermillell wIlether fome arti. 

ficial heat nlay l)t! applied fo as to incrcafe the quantity 

~ 

(a) Rhu.;s. (b:; S.unb~('tl!) canadenfis. (c) Lirioden(!ron Tulif·ifer •• 
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å!Jd inlprove the quality of the fap. Mr. Nol)le in

formed me, that he fa'v a tree} under which a farmer I 

had accidently burot fOllle bru{ht which dropped a 

a thick heavy Cyrup refembling molatTes. Thi3 faCl 

may probably lead to fomething ufeful hereafter. 

l- During the r~maining part of the fprin, mont~, 

as alfo in the Summ~r, and in the beginning of Au
t~mn, <tofte maple tree yields a thin fap, b.ut· n~t ~~ 

fo~ the manufaB:ory of fugar. It affords a plea(ant 

drin~ in harveft, aQ~ ~ been ufed i.ftead of mm, 
in fome inftances by thofe farmers in ConneB:ic.ut, 

whofe anceftors ltave left to them here, and there. a 
fugar maple tree, (probably to {bade their cattle,) in 
all their fields. ftfr. Bruce defcri'Jes a drink of the 

fame kirld, prepared by the itlhat:lta~lts of Egypt, br 
inflJfillg the fugar cane in water, whic!~ he åeclares 

to be 'c the moO: refrefhing drink in the::' world."· 

• Baron La I-i~ntan, gives the foliowing acc0ll;nt of the fap of ~. 

-Cugar maple-tree, when uf~d as a drink, and ~f the manner of obtaiWDI 

it. cc The tree yielJs a (ap which has a mu~h pleafanter tafte than 

the beft lemonade er cherry water, and makes the wholc:fomcft drink 

in the world. 'fhis liquGr is drawn by cut:ing the tree two inches deep 

in the woo~, the cut beins made flopine to the lenath of ten or twelve 

Jnchei; at tue lo\ver end ofthis ga!h, a knife is thruft·into the tree fiopingly, 

(o that the water runs along the cut or ga1h, as tbrou,h a gutt~r and fall, 

upon the knifc, which has {;"me veiTels placed underneath to receive it. 

~orne tr(~es \\,jll yiel~ fivC!or fix botties of this water in a(,y, and fome 

inh~bitants &f Canada nlight draw' twenty hOiiheads of it in ODe <lar, 
if they \vould thus cut and notch aU the maple ~ees "lf their refpec

tive p1a!ltations. 'fhe gaih docs no harm to tbe tret. Of this rap they 

make fusar and fyrull which i.s fo val uable that thert' can be no better 

00 
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There art' three inethocb of reducing the fap ~. 
lugar. 

I. By jrttzing it; this med-jod hal beell tried for 

many years, by Mr. Obediah Scott, a farmer in 

Luzerne county in this il:ate, with great fuccefs. He 

fays that one ha\lf of a given (]uantity of Cap re

duced in tllis W3)', is better titan one-third of the 

fame quantity reduced by boiJin,: li the froil: fhould 
not -be inten{e en''lugh, to reduce the Cap to ths 

graining point, it rnay afterwards be eXpOfed to the 

.Clion of the fire for tllat 'Purpofe • 

. 2. By JpontlJnto/u t'UQ1~"'Qtion. The hollow ftump 

of a ftlaple-fugar tree,. wruch had been cut down in 

the {pling, and ,,·hich ,vas found fometime after

wards filled with fugar, firft fuggefted this method of 
obtaining fugar to our farm-ers. So many circum

ftatlces of cold and dry weather, large and flat veffels, 

and above all fo much tinle are neceifary to obtain 

(ugar, by either of the above methods, that the moll 

lCoeral method among our farmers is to obtain it, 

3. By hoilinz. For this purpofe the following fall I 

which have been afcertained by many experilnents, 

lIeferve attention. 

I. The fooner the fap is boiled, after it is colleCl

cd from the tree, the better. It fhould never be kept 

.remedy for fortifyinS the {lomach. 'Tis but fe'" of the inhabiantl 

that have the piltienee to mlke the~, for a.. common t~lin,s are 

nighted, fo there are (carce any body but chi!dren that &ive themfelYc. 

h. trouble of ~aaun, there trec9"· 
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longer thsn twenty four JIours, before it is put over the 

fire. 
2. The larger the veRa in wmth the Cap is boiled, 

the.. more lugar i~ obtained from it. 

,. A' copper veKel aEords a fugar of' a fairer 

colour than an iron vetTel. 

The Cap flows into wooden trougha &om. which it 
is camed and poured into ftone troughs or large 
c:iftems in the {hapc of a canoe or large manger made 

of white ath" linden, bars wood, or white pine, froIll 

which it is conveyed to the kettle in which it is to 

be boiled. TheCe cifterns, as weU as the kettle, are 

KeneraUy covered by a fhed to defend the fap from 

the nID. The {ug~r is improved by ftrainiDg the Cap 

through a blanket or cloth, either before or after it il 
half boiled. Butter, IlOg. lard, or tallow are added to' 

the fap in the kettle to prevent its boiling over, and 

lime, eggs or new-milk are mixcd with it in order 

to clarify it. I hav.e feen clear lugar made without 

the addition of either of them. il fpoonful of flack 

lime, the w}lite of one egg, and a pint of new-milk 
are the urual proportions of thefe articles which are 

mixed with fifteen gallons of fap. In Come famp1ea 
Wllicll I have lately feen of m=tple-fugar clarified with 
eaell of the above articles, that, ill which milk alone 
was uCed, had an evident fuperiority over the othen, 
in point of colour. 

The fugar after being fufficien~lJ. boiled, is Krtli"ttl 
and claytd, and afterwards rtjnJ, or c:onverted into 
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loa! (ugår. The methods of condu8ing cach of thef. 

proceffes is fo ncarly the fame with thore which are 

ufed in the manufaClory of Weft-India lugar, and 

are fo gen~rally DOwn, that I necd not fpend anr 
time in dcfcribiDg them. 

It has been a fuhjeCl of enquiry wllethei the ma
ple fugar might Dot be improved ill ita quality an~ 
increafed in- its quantity by the eftlblifhment of 

bolling houfes in the fugar maplc country to be .con

duCled by officiateJ labor. From th(' feattered fitu

ation of the treeSJ the difficulty of carrying the rap 

to a great diftance, ~nd front tlte mallY expenfe~ 

which muft accrue from fupporting 1abourers and 

horfes in the wQOds in a feafon of the year ill 1VJ.1ich 
iliture aifurds no fuftenance to man or beaft, 1_ 

difpofed to believe that the ~oft produClivC? method 

both in quantity and profit of obtairiing this ~ugå~ 

wiIJ be by the la.bor of private families. For a great 

number of years many hUlldrcd .private famijies lri 

New-York and Pennfylvanh have fuppHed themfeh'et, 

pJentifuJly \vith tll~S ftlgar during the whole year., 
I håve heard of many families who have made from 

two to fou! -hundred pounds in ~ year j 4' nd of Ofle 

man who fold lix hundred pound~, all made with Ilia 
own hands in one feafon. , 

• TJ:e (o11f'Wing ,ecdpts puhlijlJt.l hy 11';11;.", CO~tr, Flr- i" the Alba", 

G~:tt, fu/ly 'fahlijhLS thi,fla8. 

ec Recejved, Cooper's Town, April 3cth, J790 , of Willi3m CooperJ. 

:_xt~ pouncl'J for iix hUDdred and' fort y pounds ~f fu&ar made wita my .. 
• 



THE SUGAR M.PL2-TIlEE.. -"'f 
Not mette knowledge is ncceffary for malling ihiI 

lugar than is required tø make !oap, cydcr J bter J 

Cour-crout, !cc. and ,et one or ail of thefe are made 

. ill moR: of the fatm houfes of th~ United' States. 

The kettJes and other uteniile- of a f.rrmer's kitchen, 

wiU ferye moft of the purp<'~f(s of making lugar, and 
the time required ,- for the la bor, (if it deCCI~,e8 tUt 
name) is at a feafon _hen it is impoftible - for the 

farmer to employ himfelf in any fpccies of fagrieul

ture. His wife arld all his children above ten lea" 

of age, mo.reover may affifi: him. i~ 1:his buGnefs, 

for th~ pro6t of the weakefl of them is near)y equ·aJ. 

'o that of a man, when hire4 for that ·purpofe. 

A comparative view of this eugar has been fre-, 
H\lently made witll the fugar which is obtained from 

the Weft {udia fugar cane, with. refpeCl to itl 

glllliity, price, and the poffible or probaltle 'luanlit, th~t 

can be mlde ofit in the United States, each of whi~b 

I {hall con6der in order~ 

I. TIle 'lua/ily of this lugar is neceifarily hetter 

thall that which is made in the Weft.Indiel. It ii 
prepared in a feafon when not a fingJe infell exift. 

~o feed upon it, or to mix its excretions with it, and 

~:.)1' ha."ds, without anr affiftaDce in lef.~ than fo,~r weeks., bflfides atte~d .. 

jug ~o the other buBnefs of my farm, as provi~jng fire wood, t~lking eare of 

the cattJe, .. ~r. J oho Nichol1s. Witneff R. Smith. 

A lingle family, confifting of:j man and his tw~ fODS, on the maple 

fUiar lands ~etween the Delaware aDd SufquebanJli,h lJl~d·~ rSoolb. ~f 
~IUlp~ e fugar in ODe fea(OD. 
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Ilefare a partieIe of duft or of the pollen of plants 
-

can float ill tite air. The fame obfervation cannot 

Ile applied to the Weft-India fugar. The infeas and 

worms which prey upon it, and of eourfe mix with 
it.co~pok a page in a nomenclature of natura! hiftory. 

I &aH fay nothing of the hands whieh are cmployed 
jo makUlg fupr in. the Weft-Indies but, that men 

who work for the exclu6ve beneht of otherl, are not 

tmder the {ame obligations to keep their perfons clean 

while they are employed in this wark, that mel\ 

wam'll aud children are, who work exclufively for 

the bene6t of themfllws, and who have been edBcated 

in the habits of cleanlinefs. The fuperior puritt of 
the maple fugat is farther proved by its le'aving 

• tefs fe<liment when diffolved in water, t.~all the 

Wcft-India rugar ~ 

It has been fuppofed that the maple fugar is inferi. 

er to the Weft·India fugar in jlrenzth. Tlle experi

ments wh;cllled to trlis opinion, I fufpeCl: ha\re been in

.ccurate, or Jlave been made with maple fugar, pre

p:tred in a 119ven1y manner. I Jlave examincd equal 
llfalalltities, by weight, of both the grlil1ed and tlle 

loaf ftlgJr, in hyfon tea, atld in coffee, made in eve· 

. ry refpet} equal by tIle minuteft circumfiances tllat 
, ~ 

~Qul,l a!i~a: tile quarity or tafte of eacIl of therr., 

:aR,t could perceivc no iJlferiority in tIte ftrength of the 

maple fugar. The liquors which dedded this qucf

tiOll were examined at the fame time, by ,Alexander 

Hamilton, Efq. Secretarv of the Tr~afury of the 

-



· _. 

United States, Mr. Henry Brinker, and fevetai Ladies_ 
who all concurred in the ab9v~ epinion. 

2. Whoevcr con6ders that the gift of the fup 

maple trees is from a benevole~t Providence,.that 

· we have many millions of acres in our country. co

yered ",.ith them, that the tree is 4nproyed by repeat., 

ed tappings, and that the fUg2r is obmined by the fra
gallabor of a farmer's family J and at th.e fame time 

confiders the labor of cultivating the fugar cane, th~ 

~e capitals funk in fugar works, the firil (oll: ot 
~ llaves and cattIe, the expenfes of provi6ons for botla 

, 
of them, and in fome inft~nces the· additional e~-

penfe of cODveying the- fugal- to a market, in an the 
Weft·India Illands, will not hefitate iD beliCYing 

that the maple fugar may be manufaClured much 

cheaper,. and (old at a Je[s price than that which • 

made in the Weft.lndie$ .. 

3. The refo~rces for makin& a fufficient 'l'lamilJ 
of this fugar not only for the cOllfumption of the 
V nite,l States, butfor exportation, will appear from 

the follo\v:ng faas. There are in the flates cf 

New-York, and Pennfylvania alone at Jeaft ten milli. 

or,s of acres of land whicll produee the fugar m:lple

tree, in the proportion of dlirty trees to one acrc. 

Now, fuppofing all the perfons capable of Jabor in a 

f.amily to confifi: of three, and each perfon to attend 

15 o trees ~nd e~1cll tree to yield Slbs. of fugaT in a 

fC;lfon, the prollutt of tllC labor of 6oJooo families 
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would be 13'S,ooo,.()~ pounda of fugar, and allowioa 

the inhabitants of the Ul1ited States to compo{e 

6~o,ooo families, each of which confumed 201) pounds 

of fugar in a yearJ the whole ccnfumption would be 

120,000,000 pounds in a year, which would leave a 

balanee of I S ,COO,OQO pounds for exportation. Va .. 

luing the fugar at 6-90 of a dollar per pound, the 
rum f~ved to the United States 'would be 8,000,000 

dollars by home confumption, and the fum gained by 

9portation would be (,000,000 dollars. The only 

part of this calculation that will appeal' imf'obable 
IS, the numbQ' of families fuppofed to be employed . . " 

in the manufac9:ory of the- fugar, but the difficulty ot 
admitting this fuppofition will vaniflt when we con6 .. 

der, that double that DumheT of families are employed 

every year, id making cyder, the trouble, rifks and 

expenfes of which are all much greater thanthofe" 

of mal;ing maplc::~fugar. 

But the profit of the maple tree is not cOflfined .to 
its fugar. It afFords a moO: agreeable molaffes, and 

an excellent vinegar. The fap \vhich is fuitable for 
t}lefc purpofes is obtained after the fap which afFords 

the fugar hås ceafed to flow, fo that the manufaao

ries of thefe different produ8:s of the maple tree, by 
.{tJcrttding, do not interfere with each other. The 

molaffes Dlay be made to compofe the balis of a plea

fant fummer beer. The Cap of the maple is more
over capabl~ of afFordillg a fpirit, but wc hope thia 
precious juice will never be proftitued by our eiti. 
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Z-:;'13 -to t his igno~Ie purpofe. Should the ufe of fugar 

i~} diet become more general iil OUf country, it maT 

tenl to l\!ffi!ll the incljn:ttion or fuppofed neccUity for 

fpiriu, for I have obferved a re1ifb for fugar in diet 

to be- fel,lom accompanied by a love for ftrong drink. 

It is tIl\! fugår ,Wllich is mi:~eJ with tea whlch nlakes 

it Co general!y difagreeable to drunkards. But a diet~' 

con6{ljng. of a plentiful· mixtur.e ~f fugar· has other 

advant:1ges to recommeud it, which I fuaIfbrielly cnu ... 
, ~ 

e • merate. , 

I. Sugar afForJs the gteateft quantiti of nouriih-
• 

ment ill a giv\!n quantity of.~atter of an1 fubftance 

, ill. nlture; of courfe it may be prefervcd in lefs r09m 
, 

in our 'bouft!s, and mlY. be ~onfumcd in leCs tilne; 

than more bulky at~d tefs D\>uriiIing al!m~nt. - it has 

tlliti pecuJiar advalltage over moLl kinAS of. aJiment, 

that it is not liable to ha'!l~ it! nutritious qualities 

a!t\!Cl:cd by tilne or the weatller, henc~ it is prefcrred 

by the Indians ill tiltir excurfiolls from home. They 

mix a ccrtain qU1Iltity of ~Iaple fugar, with cln equal 
• quantity of Indian C,)Tll, dried and powdere~, in its 

lnilky fl:ate. '!"his Jl1ixture is packed in little haikets, 

,vl1ich are frequently wetted in trav~lliIlg, \vithout 

injuring tfle fu~ar. A ft!w fpoons full of it Dlixed 

\vith Ilaif a p~nt of fprillg water, afford tllem a plea

fant and fircngtht:nin3 meal. From the dcgrees of 

fir~rjgth and nom"iflmlent, which are conveyed into 

"animal bodies by a f~nall bulk of fugar, I conceive it 

lnight be given to Ilorfes with great advantage, when 
. p p 



• 

48 ACQtUHT øl 

tIIcJ att .eed iaciranøl:2Jua whicJa make it diØicalt 
cw expenfivc to {apport the., wC more bolk, or 

weichfJ alimeat. A pouød of fap with ps Ol 

har, I have becn toli, hu Capp0rte4 die ftrrøgth anti 

Cpjrits of aD horre, duåag a whale day'a bboar in one 

of tJae W dl-lndia IGands. A larger ~uaatity giyaa 

aIoac, hu fattenad hørfes and cattle during the war 

Wore lai ia IrHpaDioJa. for • peried of re.eral 

~ths, åa ~lJich the aponatiøa;oE fUgaT, and the 

il;mrtatioll of gram, wcre pl'CYcated b, the want ·01 
ftti~. .~ 

• 
~ The pleotiføl ufe of lagu ill diet, is one of the 

~ft pTeveanves that has evcr been -difcovered of tk 
difeafes "hich aJ.e produced by -eDlIDS.- The AllthoY 
of Nature {eefbs to haycaimpJaDbsd a lowc før thi. ai .. 

m~t in aU-childreuJ as if it were OD purpofe -to4Cfend 
them from thofe difeafes. I know a gentleman in 
PbiladtJph ia, who eaTly adopted this opinion, -and 

who by indulging a large family of _ dØldren, in the 

ute of fugar, has preferved thcm aJI from. the difeafeI 
• • tiaally otcafioncd by.worms. 

3- Sir John Pr.ingle has r~marked, that the pl~ue 

has never been know~ in :10Y country where f ugar 
compofes a material part of the diet of the inhabitants. 

I think it probable, that the frequency of malignant 

fevers of all kinds has heen leffcl1ed by this diet, and 

that it. more general ure would defend that clafs of 

people, who are moll fubjeCl to malignalIt fe"ert, 
from heini Co of ten aifcl\cd by them. 
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4- la the· DWilelOUS and _qaent diådeft Of.· 
keaR. whida ocear iD aD uøwmD, whcre the bad,· ii· \ 

• 
''l'*d to 'a 'IariaWe tcnapc:aatwe of wathcr~ luga 
aftåIds the baGs of maoy agreeabJe~ remedics. It; il 
ufcfql in 1ft3knef&, and acrid ddlaxiona apen otber 

parts of the bodJ. ManJ fa& migIIt be adduccd in. 
&,or of dUs a1i:rtioo. I flnO mention oolf ODe, 

whida from the 'IeDt:iaLli: -øle of theperfOtI, w~e 
are f'urniOred it, t2DDOt &il of comJJi3nding atten· 

tioo amI credit. Upoa my enquiring of· Dr. FJ:3~-. 
Jiu, at tbe ICqåeft of a friertd, åbolrt a year before he 
4ied, wlM:ther he bad found' anJ reIief froni th~ pm. 
or t&e Itone, from the Bbckberry Jam, of whicli -he" 
took large quaDlities, he toJd JIIe.that he bad, but
dat he 'helievcd mr me&ciml part of the jam) 
~ whoB, in· the fugar, amt as a' realon" for think
~ (o, he added, that,Be ofteø found tLe &toe tellet. 
by t2ting ahout half a pint of a 1'yrup, preparecl by 
boiIing a litt1e broWn fagat in water, jd befare he · 
weat to bed, -tbat he did froM a dore of opium. n· 
_ been fuppofed by fOlDe of the earfy phy6ciatis of . 
oar cotmtry. tbat the lugar obtaioed from the maple 

. . 

bC~, is more medicinal, thao that obtained from the 
Weft_~c fugar ane, bat this opiaion I belieYc is . 

• 

withøut foundation. It is pnferable in its qualities to 
the W dl-Iødia Cugar onJy from its fuperior &/nm/i-

"ø· 
Carn rnay oecur iD .hich (up Il~ay be recpitecl · 

iD· ~dicineJ Ol' in diet, by perfons' w,ho refufe to be 
.. 
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beneFeed, even indireB:ly by· t!lC labour of' fla\res, In 

(uch cafes, the: illllocent n1aplc fug~r \'lillal,vays be pre

ferred·. 

It has been [;lid, tl1'lt fug:lr i!1jtlres t!1e tcetll, but 

this Opl11ioll 110'V 11:ts fo fC'l' aJ\'ocat~3) t!lat it {lo~s 

not deferve a ferious refuta~jO!1s 

To tranfmit to future gencr~tions, all tllC allvan .. . 
tages v.,hieil llave bt~fl1 ~11Ul11erlte(1 frOIll tl!e n~~ple 

tree, it will bi! 11ecefi:lry to protett it by la \\.., or by 

a bounty UP~11 tl1~ 111:lple fugar; frem bei}~g denroj~cd 

by the fettiers in th-.': r.1;il11e (;ou!1try, or to tranfplallt 

it from the ,vIJolIs, aIld cultivate it ill tI1e eld all,l 

il~provcd p:trts of the United St~tes. }~Il orc!1ard 

-COllfifiillg of 200 trees, pl:l.nted UPOll a comll:OU farIll 

,vould yield more tllan the 1an1c 11umbcr of al)111e trees, 

at a difial1cc from ~ i-l1arket tO\Vfi. A full gro\vn 

tree in tllc woods yieldi pve pounds of fligc1r a Yl:~r. If 

a greater expofure of a trcc to tllc 2tlioll of tl1c fUll) 

11as tite [aille ffiecls U1JOll the 111 Cl ple) tllat it 1,as Ur011 

other trees, a l~rger quantity of ft1gar InigIlt rcafonab!y 

be expccte(l from cacll trce plantetl in ~:2~1 ort Ilaru. 

1\11owing it to be Oilly feven 1~Ol111ds, tI1C~:1 100 trccs 

,vill yiclt! 1400 1)Oll11tl~1 of fugar, and deduclin~~ 2CO 

fronl tll(; q UUlltity, for tilC COllf un~ Ilt :cn cf tl-~c {,ln1 i; y J 

~ Dr. Kfj()'~vles,:l r!1:, fici~::1 or" \\·orth~ cbJrJt~(r inLon~or., L.l·,! c., ,-,"J~ion 

to rccomn1c~d ~ diet to a piJ.tit'rv·~ of \\'!lich ft.!t:~!r c~:1Ji,:·f(':~ " 4-;',~~:: i.ll r~,~·t. 

Il· . (' " r . .,. ,.... •. " 
- IS F1tle:1t r('lt.1e.) to lllLrnltto :q", prtlCrl~'~·1:;''\,2n\.l :::.tVl ,.') '" )~~I~Ofl ior 

• • t h t I I, . l.· ,-., -1: 0,. i { " l .: t· I • ' .' ,. ,', ~ \ . I I I" I I • • • L 1, , li 1 C .... \ {! \ It..... I.." un. ,,( Il C,, .. ~ ,. ~ , / \t" !. " , :. I I' l. ... u l. '._ \., d l Il 

,~ . ... .' l' , .. \. ." l (.l. ...... l,.: t', ;'., , 1 J" J. ' : Il 
Vow llt\t;l u) ~ .. d .. \.'.f l·, \ ,; ... ~ o~ ~ ... ,Jr ..... l. \~. ()j): 64. le 4/V,., . ,-' 
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there will rem" in for fale 1200 pounds which at 

6-90 of a dollar per pound will yield an annual pro6t· 

to tlle farnler of ,ao dollars. But if it fhould be 
found thJt the fhad\! of the maple does not check ~hc 

grO'..vrh of grain any mote than it does of grafs, douhle 

or trebl.e that l1ul11ber of maple tre~s may be plant

ed en every .farm, and a profit proportioned to the 
· aho"e c~,lcuL~tioIl be derived from them. Should this 

nloJ~ of tranfplallting the Dleans of ~btaining fugar. 
be ft!cccfsful, it \,.~i!j 110t be a new one.. The fugar 

calle of tItt! \Veft-Illdies, was brought originJlty frem 

the E~ft .Jacli.:s, ~y the Portugueiå, :lad cultivated at 

l\Iall(:ir~, front \VhCIICe it '"'las tranfplanted. dire8ly or 

indireClly, to all the ftlgar Iflands of the Weft-Indicø. 

It \\rere to be wifileJ, tilat the [ettIers upon the fu-

gar 111aple lands, WOllld [pare the f11gar tree in clearing 

tbeir lands, On a farnl of 200 acres of land, accor· 

diIlg to our former c~Iculation, tllere are ufually 

6)oo~ maple trees. lf 0111y 2,000 of thofe original 

and andent inhahit:lnts of the woods, were fuffered r 
to remlin, and eacll tree were to afford only five. 

pOUllds of fugar, the allnual protit of fuell a farm in 

fugar alone, at the p~ice formerly rncntiollcd, would 

amount to 666 dollars, IS0 dollars of which would 

probably more than defray all the expenfes of makillg 

it, and aHaw a plentiful dcduCl:ion for fami!y ufe. 

Accordillg to the ufual atlnual profit of a fugar rna .. 

pl~ trcc, elell tree is wortll to a farnler, two dollars 

an(.l 2-3 of a <lollar; excluuve tIlerefore of the value 



,. hia farm, ti. 2,000 fapr maple trcea aJooc (onftr. 

Wal1IC upna it of J,a j8 doliara and 33-90 of a clollø. 

It is raid, dtat the. fugar mel whtn dcpriycd of the 
Ødter and føppon they derive from odler foreR rreea, 
att liable to be btoWD down, oaa60ned by their 

powiag in a 'rich, and of courfe a Joofe {oil. To 
. ab~iate this, it .in ooiy be neceffary to cut off fome 

el their hranche~ Co as to alter Us center of gravity. 

autllDaIIow the high winds to have 3D eafy Ptta-~ge 
-
tkuogh than. Orchards of tUgar maple trees~ which 

pw with an ori~ expofqre of :ill their pans to 

If.e aClion of the tUn, ,.,in not be liable to &his i&. 
• 

COllYcruence. 

ln cOntemplating the prefc!lt opeuing profpccb iD .. 
hwnan affairs» I am l~d to expet1 t~at a mat(ri-~I fbøc 

øf the happinefs, which Hea vell (~cms to l!aye p~pa

red for a pari of maukind, will be derived from the 

GUlUf'Xlory an.d generell ufe of JIlAple fugar~ rer the 

beJle6.ts which l ftl.tter myfelf are to malt fro. it. 
will" not be confined to our own COIUItry. 1'nef .. ill, 
I hope, e:ltend themfclves to the ~fts of hum_ty 

m the Weft-Indiea. .With this yiew of the fubjcCl of 

tl~i. letter, I cannot help contanplatiøg a {ugar ma

fk trce with a f pecies of attelHoD and nm ve\lcration. 
for I Have perluaded myfe)f,. to behold -in it the happ, 
JlleallS of rendering the commeree 2ud· (layery of our 

Mr~aD brcthrcn, in the fugar Ilands as llnntc~1rarr. 

a& it llal alw41JS heen inhuman and unjuft. 

Fl-om, d&!ar Sir, your finccre fric,'IIJ, 

Jury 10th 1791• BfJ.'lJAMIN RUSfl. 
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A. &CCOUJ(~ Ol' T-RE L l "It AND .ZA-TR Ol' EDWARD 

D"IW~!-k, __ O DIE» O. TII& 17Tø o .. NOV&II.&ll; 

1,8., IX THE 103 YEAR O" RIS AGL 

EDWARD DRINKER was bom oa the 
24th of December, 1680. in a CmaO eab

biQ, gear the prefeut corner of Walaut and. Second .. 

ftreeta, in tlie city of Philadelphia. His paretll$ ~ 

from a place called Beverly J in the {late Mdachufetts. 

The banks of. the DelawaTe, on which the city of 
Philadelphia now ilands, were inhabited, at the tiur. 
of hi3 birth, by Indians, and a few Swedes and Hol ... 
I anders. He often taJked tO hia companions ef td:k. 
in, wbortle berrios and catching rabbits, On {pots 

, 

now the moR: improved and populous in the city. . . . 
He recolleB:ed the fecond time William Pelln came, . 
to Pennfylvania, and ufed to point to, the place WDete 

··tlte cabbin ft(X)d, in wmch -he, and his frielrlds, tltat 

accompanied him, "'er~ accommodated upon tIleir arri. 
val. At twdve years' of age, he' went to Boit.m. 

where he {erved his apprenticefhip to a cabine1t maker • 
• 

In the year 1745, he returned to Philadelphia" witlt 

his family, where he ·lived UlltiJ the time of his deatll. 

He was four times married, arId had eighteen children, 

all of whom were by his firft \vife. At one timle of ,lit 

life, he fat down, at his own table, with fourtecn 
children. Not Joni before hi. death he heard of the 
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birth of a gr.md-chil(l, to on-= of his gTalld~chi1drtn, 

the fift}l ill fl.lCceGion to ll.mfelf. 

He retained aJI his faculties tiil tne l:1ft year of h:1 

life. Even his memory, fo C!3rly ~ntl [o gen:;:raJiy t.Emini

{bed by age was but Iittle irnpaired. He not oniy 

remclnbered tlle iIICid~Ilts of hii cl;i!dhool~ and vout}\·, -
but the cvents of Jatter vears; 311d fo fait~fu! W:lS 11is 

I 

~eniory to hilD, that his fon has infonued me he ne .. 

ver he-ard him tell the fame {tOT'· t\\-ice, but to different 
J • 

peffons, and in different comp:mics. His eyr--fight 

- • I~ is remar!{2.~le that the iiiciden! ~ of cnildhood 2nd you~h arr fei. 

dom remembered or ca!led fo~h until o~d ~ge. I h:-IVC fometimes teen 

led, from this anj o~her circ!J!n!lar.:es, to fufp~Et that norhi!1g is 

ever 1011 th1t is lodged in the memory, :-o·.\·e~e!" it nuy be buried tor a 

time by a variety of caufcs. - How otten do \ .... c lind the tranf~aions of 

carly life, which we h.ld reafon ti> fuppofe were 10ft from the mind f\lr 

ever, reviTed in our ~emories Ly certain acci..!en~al fights or founds, 

p'art!cu!a!'1y by c~r:~in no~es Gl" air.> in mu lies. ] have kr.o\\'n a YOLn: 

man fpeak trench flue!l~!Y ".,"hen drunk, rhat could not !lut t\VO fen~en(es 

of tha~ language to~ether, when fober. He had ~en taught it perfeuly; 

v/hen a boy, but ha.:! fo~got~(,!l it from difufe. A Fre~ch co~ntefs \\111 

Jlurfed by a 'W\T cl!h \"Ofllan, f~om \vhom ihe lcarn:d t~) fr(!ak her Janguage, 

whilh fIle flon f0rgut-, Ji:er 11~e n2J acq~l:red the Frenc:h, \vhich was her 
• 

n)o:Lc!- tonguco Jn the deri! !U~ of a f\!ver, many ycars af(cr.\~rds, (ne 

\\'a'l he~rd to m~)t·"~!' \\·ords \\·hich nOnf of her fA'r.ily or :1~tcnJants und~r

frol')d. .t\n old 'il clih wom~n came to f\!c ber, W~lO foon rercei"ed that 

the f.)unj~) whi,,"h \\'~r~ fo unintt:!1igib!~ to the fJtnily, \\Oere the WeHh lan

ga:!g~. \VhC~l ale recovcrcd, ilic could no: rccollcCt a fin!,le word of 

the lang\~Jcc, {he had fpnken in her ficknefs. I can COJlcclve gr~at 

a,lvan~agcs m:--.y be ded\'e,1 fl"OiTI this retentivc fo\vcr in øur rncmorics, 

in the ad\~anc~me"t of tl~c n11nd to~·ards pl:rf~~joa in knowledgc (f., 

(ire n t i~l to i:i ha p pi ncf s) in a futurc "'or J d. 
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railed him, many years before hIs dcath, but hi, healiag 
was uniformly perfeB: and unimpaired. HL~ appetite 
was good till within a few days before his death. He 

generaUy ate a heart y breakfaft of a pint of tea or 
coffee, as {oon as he got out of his ~d, with brcad 

and butter in proportiøo. He ate likewife at eleven 

o'c)ock, and never faiJed to eat plentifully at dinncr 
• 

of the grotTeR: folid food. He drank tea~ in the eyen .. 

ing, but neverate anr fupper: he had loft all his teeth 

thirty years before nis death, which was occa6oned, 
his fon fays, by drawing exceÆve hot fmoke of tobacco ' 

into his mouth: but the want of fuitable maflication 

of ~is food, did not prevent its fpeedy digeRion, nor 

impair his J1ealth. Whcther the gums~ haråened by 

age, fupplied the place of his teeth in a certain degree, 

or whether the juices of the mOllth and ftomach be

Qme Co much more acrid by time, as to perform the 

offiee of di1folving the food more fpeedily and more 

perfClB:ly, I know not, but I have of ten obferved, that 

old people ne moR: difpofed to exceJIive eating, and 

that they luffer feweR: iticonveniences from it. He 

was inquifitive after news in the laft years of his life. 

His cducation did not lead him to increafe .the ftock 

of his ideas any other way. B·ut it is a faa well 

worth attending to, that old age, inftead of diminifh

ing, qJways increafes the defire of knowledge.. It muR: 
afFord fome conlolation to thore who expea" to be old, 

ta difeover , that the infirmities to which the decays 
• 

of aatare expofe the human body, are rClldcred mo" 

~ 
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tolerable by the enjoyments that are to be derived 

from the appetite for fenfual and intelleClual fcod. 

" " He' was rem:!rkably fober and temperate. Neither 
- ." 
pard . labour '. nor company, nor the ufual affiiCl:ions 

of h~rilan Iife, nor the ,vafies of nature, ever led him 

to a~. improper or exceffive ufe of fhong drink. For 
I • •• 

the lan twenty-five years of l1is life, Ile drank twice 

every day of toddy, made with,two table fpoonflJJs 

of {piit, in half a pint of water. His fon, a man 

~fifty-nine y.:ars cf aKe, toId me tbat he bad never 

fe~n him intoxica:ed. The time 'and ·manner in 

which ~e ufed fpirituous liquors, Ibelieve, contri

buted to jighten tlle \\·eight of his years, and proba

bly to proIOllg" llis life. "Give wine to him that is . 

" C?f . a heavy he"art, 311d ftrong drink to him that is 

,., .ready to periill with age, as· weU as with fiCk:-lCfs. 

fl Let 11im drink and forget his forrow, and remernber 
. " 

" ~is .mifery no more." , 

He,enjoyed an uncommon {hare ofhealth, infomuch 

thlt in" tIl:! courfe of llis long life he never "was 

c~nfined more than tllree days to his bed. He of ten ~ . 

dec1ared that IlC ha(l no idca of tllat mofl: (liftreffing 

paill c~lled the }lca(l ache. His fleep "Nas il)terrupted a 

l~ttle ill the laft years of llis life with a deflu~iGn 

011 his breaft" ~'11icl1 produced what is comnl0Illy 

called the old mall's cough. 

The cllaraBer of t}lis aged citizen was not fumme<1 

up in his neiative quality of temperanee : Ile \\"as a 
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man of the mott amiabIe temper : old age bad not -

curdled his bIood ; he \\7as uniformly chearful and ·~inå ~ 

to every body; his religious principles were as fteady . 
as his morals were pure. He attcnded .public worihjp -~ 

about thirty years itl the Rev • Dr. Sproat's churchj 

and died in a full aff"urance of a happy immortality. 

lite life of this mat} is marked .~itll feveral cit-~um--
-

ftances, which perhaps have feldom occureJ in the ~ife. 

of all individual eveIlts. He faw anll l1eard more. of 
, 

thofe evetIts which are rncafured by time, tllan have" 

cver been feen or heard by any malle iillce tlle ageof the . 

patriarcl1s; he faw the faln~ fllot of eartll, WhiCA . 

at one period of his life, was covered with wøod arld 

bufhes, and the receptacle of beafts and bi.rds of P~YJ 

afterwards beco me the feat of a city not only the firft 

in wealth arid arts in the new, but rivalfing in both, 

many of the firft cities in the old \vorld. He falv 

regular ftreets wllere Il\! once purfued a h .. re: h.e 
faw cllurches rifillg upon mora{fes, where he had 

of tell heard tl1.; croakirl~ of frogs ; Ile [;l'V \v]larfs arld 

\\"arelloufes, lV]lere he had of ten fe~11 Illdian favJ(!es 
\.,;/ 

dra\v fial from the river for tIleir - daily fubliftence; 

and IlC fa w fllips of evcry fize an(i ufe in tilofe ftrecll.ns, 

wllcrc Ile l1ad of tell feell notllill,g but Indian cano,es; 

he fa,v a ftately edificc fillell \vitlllcgiflators, aftollifl.

illg the worlJ \vith tI1cir \\"if,lom aJ1d virtue, 011 tJle 

f:!nle fllot, probably, ~,11ere lle had feen an Illdian 

council fire; he faw the firft treaty ratified bet~een 

the .~~.~c~~~~ y (~.nfel!erltell powers of Ameriea and tlle 
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anclent monarchy of Fnulce, with all the formalities 

of puchment and reals, on the fame fpot, probably, 

"here he once faw William Penn ratify his tidt and 

laft treaty with the IndiansJ withou~ the formality 
of pm, ~ or paper; he faw all the intermediate 

lages through which a people pafs, from the moft 
fimple to the highelt degrees of civilization. He faw 

tite beginniøg and ~nd of the empir~ of Gre3t-Britain;t 

in PennCylvania. He bad beefl the fubjcCl: of feven 

fucce{livc crowned heada, and afterwards became Cl 

wil1ing citizen of a repubJic; for he embracetl the l~ .. 

berties and independence of Amene3 in his withered 

arms, and triumphed Kl the laft years of his life in the 
faJvatioil of his cQuntry e 



t. 

REMARKABLE CIR.CUMSTANCEI I.THI: CO)tSTJTUTIOX 

AND LIFJ: OF _J\.NN WOODS, AN OLD WOMAR Ol' ø 
YEAlli OF AGE. 

IN the fummer of the year 17818, while I "'Il 

engaged in colletling the faas upon the 

ftibjeCl: of old age, which I have 6nce publi'fhed,· a 

poor woman came to my houfe to beg. for cold vie

tuais. Perceiving by her countenance, and the ftoop 

in her walk, that fue was vtry old, I requefted her 

to fit down by me, while I recor.ded the following 

information, \thich I received from her, anel which 
I 

W3a confirmcd to me a few days afterwards, by on~ 
I 

of her daughters with whom file lived. Her name 
, 

was Anll W oods. Her age at that time was 96. S.he 

was born in Herefordiliire, in Engl~nd,. ani capte (O • 

this city when flte was- but ten years old, where {be 

llad lived ever fince. ~he llad been twice married. 

"By her firft hufband Wm. Dickfon, {be had nine chil- · 

dren, four of whom were then livillg. By her f~cond 

. hufband ]ofepll W oods, WhOIll Øle married after {be 

was fixty years old, the had one cllild, born within 

ten months after her marriage. There were inter

vals of t~o and n~arly three years between each of 

her children. Three died fGon after weaning t~em 

at tite ufual age ·.jn which children are taken from 

.. IvleJical J:nquirit~ and Obfervation5. vol. ~. 



302 AN ACCOUNTf OF TP.K ,LIFE AND 

• • t 

the breaft. This led her to fuclele her other cl1ildren 

during the whole· time of her pregnancy, and in
CCTera! inil:ances, {he fuckled' two of them~ .born ill 

. . 
. fucceffion to C3:ch ot1\er, at the fa!ne tilne. One of 

her ch~ldrell by ~ler fuft hu~band, fucked ulltil it was,' 

fivC years old. Her menfes arl~ared bet\veen her 
'-

Dineteenth and t\Ventiet~ years a~d ccntinue~ with-

out-any ini:em~iffion, except during het pregnaticy and 

eleven montbs after the binh of each of her childrel)~ . 

unril {he \VaS eigllty years of age. At tlle time I 

fa. her, {he heard toler:lb!y \\rell, but her light was 

1~ in one eye, al1d was weU. in the otller. She 10ft 

~ll her tecth ",hen file was between fifty and uxty 
JC2Is of age. Her hair became . grey ·6 hen fhe WClS 

between forty and fifty. lier lIeep was not fOUlld, 

O,,·illg to h~r having been afHiacd with t:!e Rheuln:t-

ti lin, a dif~af~ Vl]lic;l was 'brougnt O~l Iler by tl.e 

3it~r!~~tte heat :l!1{1 co!d t() ,~."li-i~il fll~ had e~~l-:::!f ~d 
, r ~ r t r -l · 1 b' ,.. 1 
I.ler&.ciI, 'oy ~oI 0\\·111g tlle iiUi1CiS of ~ '\\"(l_111er ,\\·Offiall 

far IT1J11Y ye:!r~. Sll\! 11:.:d 1!3J f~vt~-~! a~t~lcJ,:S of tl1e 

il}t~rmittillg. fc\-cr,- anc of the Pletlrify ill the courfe 

er 11·--~ J;lr ..... -,,'U'· _.~"\~ lll"rl, ·~C.l:l·0··l! '''F·l·I~ ":'la I~r~~(l,,"c~~e ....... ~ ....... , _.1. \~f0.4_ ............. ,~i~. '-ø~~ ~ ,. " ... ,.a.,- .... '- .. , ~ .;:A. .\. 

::~te!" Il:r n1cllfcs ceafco. Sil~ Jlad bcen fr~f1t}el1tJy 

bl=J \-*·::ilc :!miCl:ed \~?itil tl1e ~b:.:ye difeJf~s. I-Icr diet 

tt!tt~r ~~~~:; \'~bet~~.,le~. r\tI~"t of all ki!ldsJ except ';eal, 
,... I ~ 1 ~ n ' "l r d b r. e.:!!~~g!'ee~j '\~lt:.! lll'r ILO?n:!C~l. ~ le IOUn great CllCllt, . 

• 
. !;\lln fr~'it!·~n~ly \.:ll,:n~ip.t; J~-!r aliment. 'Her drink, 

w:;r: \V .~t.:;·~ c~· •. !(.'~· a::d. \ ... ~~ tcr, molat'ks and. \' incgar. iq 
• 

• 
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water. She lud never ufed fpirits. Hc:r memoT1 

was bul littJe implired. SIle' was cheerful and thank.

fal th~t her con~li:ion in life was happit.'r than llund

r~d~ of ot11er old l-)eople. 

Fron1 tlle 11ir[o(jT of tlli~ old WOm"lll'S cOilftitution 

a!ld f:11UJler of lif\!, th·~ fol!o\Ving obf\!rvations will 

11atur~11!y ('ecu: to tl:~ r~ader. 

I. ri~h:lt there is a great l:ltitude in the tilne in 

\vhicl1 th~ m~11fes ce3f~. It is more C()nlmOll for 

tllelll in tIleir tXCclltricttjes, to difappear at the \lfual 

tinle, alld to rc~urn ill e~~trC!11e old age. III the year 

17~) 5 J I fa-~l a car~ of t}lis killli ill a ~"0ma" of i~ve1&-
~ 

tv \"'~ar5 ()f 3!:~ i~l th~ 1")~111if-;ll\~a~lia 11ofpital. 
ti I "-J I 

2. l"her~ is a gre~t i~titllde ill the time in which 
c._. 

womerl b~ar ch!Lire:l. 1\1al1Y clliltiren, are born be

tween fifty and fixty, but very few I 'bcliev"e beyolltl 

fixty. 

3. It ,lppcars fron1 the hifl:ory tthat 11:1s been gi\Tell, 

that acute al1d Cll:-011i~ difea[~3 if {)11pofctl by tCll1pe-

l f .. " 9_ l ,.. ... 1 
rlllce all\. alt\:Jl~ ~·cnlCjl'-!SJ (O 110t !!~ceL)ar.~ly i~lo:-ten 

"he (Ill ratioll of hunl:~11 life • 

.:}" rl~hat chi'(l-b~lr!nd' an{~ fllckling cl1ildrcn, (lo • 1l0t n1Jteri.!11y :~ :r~:~~·, 11e:~ltll, or longe,-ity·, \vhere their 

efreds are {)ppofCtl by lernpcrancc a:Hl111()t!crate labor. 

5- 'l"'11'lt t}le ~viJ$ of life ar''! fcl tlol11 [{l 1111nlcrows, as 

1101' to l~lve r.~~::l f'J~~ ~:1J!lkfujilefs for all cxelnptioJl 



from a great deal.of mifery. This poor woman did 

not complain of her weaknefsJ pains or poverty. On 

the contra ry, file appeåred thankfuJ under all tIle 

afBiEtions of her life. While the indolel1t are COfll

maoded by the wire man to go to the ant to learn 

induftry, thofe perfons who abound with all the 

extemal means of happinefs, and al the fame time 

complain of the DlIOm government of our \\Forlds may 

be invited to 6t dOWll by the lide of Ann Woods, and 

l~arn from the example of her gratitude to hea\ren, for 

a fingle drop of divine goottnefs, to render Ilnceafing 

thanks for the ocean of bIeffings they derive from the 

fame fource • 
• .a 
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BIOGIl&PHICAL ANECDOTES' O .. ' BENJAIIAix LAT. 

T HERE was ei. time whea the name of thll 

cdebrated (''1lriftian Philofopher, was fami. 

liar to every man, WGman and to nearly every child, 

in Pennfylvania.-His faze, whlch was not much. 
above four feet, his drefs, which was always the Cam.e, 
con6fting of light-coloured plain cIothes, a white hat. 

and half-boots ;-his milk white be ard, which hung 

upon his breaft; and, above .all, his peculiar princi
ples and condutl:, rendered him to ~:lny, aD objeCl: 
of aclnitation, ilnd to all, the fubjeCt of,converfåtion.-

He was bom in England, and fpent the early 
part of his life at fea. His firft fettlement . was in 

Barbadoes, as amerchant, where he was foan con

,·inced of the inlquity of the Have trade. He bore an 

open teftimony againft it, in all companies, b,r Wllich 
means he rendered himfelf fo unpopular, that he left 

the i~and in difguft, and fettled in the then proviilce 
of Pennfylv3nia. He fixed his home at AhingtoDJ 

ten miles from Philadelphia, from whence he made 

frequent excurfions to the city, and to different parts of 

the country.-

At the time ofhis arrival i!l PennfylvaDia, he found 
. . 

manr of his brethren, the people" calJed ~akers, 

Jlad fallen fo far from their original principlcs, as to 
Rr 
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keep negro flaves. He remonftrated with them, both 

pubJick1y and private] y, againft the praaice j ltut, 

frequently Witll ro nluch indifcreet zcal, as to give 

great ofFsnce. He of ten difturbed their public meet

inis, by interrupting or eppofing their preachers, for 
which Ile was once carried out of a meeting-houfe, by 

two or three friends.-U pon this occa6on he fubmit

ted with patience to what he cotUidered a- fpecies of 

perfecution.-He lay down at the door of the meeting

houfe, in a fhower of raiD., till di\pine, \vorfhip W3a 

ended; nor could he be prevailed upon to rife, till 

the \vhole congregatiol1 h21d ftepped over him in tIleir 

way to their refpeB:ive hornes.--

To fhew lås indign3tion agaioft the p~ai" of 
flave-keeping, he Ollce carried a bladder filled ,vith 

blood i!1to a nletting; and, in the prefence of tlle 

,"Thol;! congregation, thruft a fword, \\'hich IlC had ccn

cealed under his co~tt, into the bbdder, excbiming, 

at the fame tilne, " Thus fuall Go~ {lied tlle blood 

te of thofe perfolli wllo enfl:ive their fellow crea

"tures." The terror of tllis extravagant alld unex

pcaed aa, produced fwoollings in reverai of the 

womell of the cOllgrcg:!tioIl.-

He Ollce wel1t into the lloufe of a frie!ld in Phila

delphia, ;1nd. fOU11(1 llim feated at breakfafi, with his 

family around hirne Beini aIk.ed by him to fit down 

2nd breakfaft with thern, he faid, "Doft thou kecp 

" flaves i,n thy houfe?" UPOll bcil'l~ :illlf\\'ert:d ill the 



af&rmatiye, he raid, cc Thcn I will not partake with 

" thee, of the fru:ts of thy unrighteoufnefs." 

He too1: great p~ins to C:ODvince a farmer and his 

wire, in Chellcr county, of the i niqu it y of kceping 

Dep Oaves. but to no purpofe. They not only kept 

their 1Iaves, but defendcd the pntlicc. One ~1 he 

\Vent into their houfe, and after a fhmt cli&Gurfe 
with them upon the wickednc:fs, and patticularJy the 

inhumanity of feplrating childreJI fr->m their parents, 

which was iDyolved in the flav~ trade, he feizcd the 

on1y child of the family, (a linJe gid about , • .t- rs 

old) and pretendcd to run ~w~y with het •• 
~ -

clWd crled bittedy, !~! will be good,-I wil1 be ~good)" an" ille p lre:1ts _ ilæwed figns of being alarmed. 
U pon obferving this fcene, Mr. Lai (~it!, very cm
phatic~lly,-" You I~J anti ft~1 JIOW a littlc of the 

" 

" diftrefs fOU occafion ~yery day, by the inhuman 

" praClice of ilave-l:ecping .. " 

This fillgular phiJofopher did not limit his ~., 

teftilnOJlY ag:linft vice, to lIa,·e-kecping aJone. He 
~as oppofed to evcry fpecies of extravagallce. Upon 

the introduaioll of tea, as an artic!e of diet, into 

~ennfylvania, llis wife; bougllt a f:nall quantity of it, 

with a fett of cups anll faucers, arid broqgllt them 

home with her. ~lr. Lay took thcm from hi: brought 
thenl back altair1 to tJle city, and from tlle Icony of 

the court-houfe feattered Ule tea, anll broke the cups 

atld faucers, ill tlic prcfcflce of mdl1Y llundred (petla

tors, delivcril1gJ at tllC fl1lle tillle, a ftrikin.S leclure 

, 
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Upoll the folly'c» preferring that foreign herb, with 

its expenlive applurtenances, to the fimple 311d whole~ 

(ome diet of Ol:Lr country. 

He poifeifed a good deal of wit, and was quick at 

rapartee. A citi.zen of Philadelphia, who knew his 

peculiarities, OD(:e met l1im in a croud, at a futleral, 

in Gtrmantown. Being liefirous of entering into a 

cOJlverf;ttion with him that fhould divert the company, 

the citizen accoiled Ilim, with the filOn: refpeCl:ful 

ceremony, and 4ieclared llimfclf to be " llis moft 

humble fervant." "Art thou my fenrant." faid Mr. 

Lay,-" Yes-I am" faid the citizen. "Then, fuid 

Mt. Lay, (holding up his foot toward~ him,) clean 

this fhoe".-This unexpeCled reply tJ.ltt'led tlle ~gh 

upon the citizen. peing defirous of recovering him

felf in the Opillio:n of the ~ompany, he afked him t~ 

inflruCl him in th,~ way to heaven. "Doft thou in

" deed wifll to ble taugh~," faid M~. La}-~ " ~ do," 

faid th~ citizen. ,.r TIlen," faid l\Ir. Lay, " Do jufiice 

le -love merey, and walk hunlbly \\rith tllY God." 

He wrote a fmall ~reatife upon n~gro-flaycry, which 

he brou~ht to pr. FraIlkliJl to be printe<i. Upon look

ing over it, the DoCl:or told him tha~ it was not paged, 

and that there appe~l'ed to be no order or arrange

plent in it. "It is no matter faid l\Ir. Lay-print 

" an, p~rt thou pleafeft firft."-This book contained 

plany pious fentiments, and {hong cxprdIions agairtft 

pegro .. llavery; but even the addrcfo <,.nd {kill of Dr. 



BENJ'MIN LAY. 

Franklin w~re not fufficient to different 

parts together J fo as to rerider it an able or uec-
fu) work. This book is in the library of the city of 

P Jlila(le l phia. 

Mr. Lay was e~trenlely attentive to YOU~lg people. 

He took great pleafure in vi6ting fchoo]s, "wllere he 

of ten pre~ched to the youth. He frequently canied 

a bafket of re!igious hooks with hiln, and diftributcd 

thenl as prizes, alnong tlle fchoJars. 

He was fond of reading. In the pritlt of hiln, which 

is to be feCII in many houf~s in Plliladelphia, he is 

reprefented with " Tryon on happinefs" in his hand, 

a bo<?k ~~llich he val1Jed very mllch, and which he 

frequently carried wiØt hin~J in his excutfioDS from 

llolue. 

He ,vas kind and charitable to the poor, !lut had no 

compaffion for beggars. He ufed to fay, " there was 

" no mali or WOlnan, who was able to go abroad 

" to beg, that was not .able to earn Jour pma ·a, 

" day, al1d thlS fum, he faid, was enougll to keep 

" any perfoll above wantJ or depCllderlce, itl this 

" country." 

He was a fevere enemy to idlenefs, infonluch that 

when he could not employ Ilimfelf ()ut of doors, or 

wheIl he \vas tireli of reading, he ufed to fIlend .. his 

time ill fpinning. His common fitting rOOln w~s 

hung with fkains of thrcad, fpun entirely by himfdi. 
All his clothes were of his owIi manufaCl:ory. 



310 BIOGR.&PHICAL ANECOOTES OF 

He was cemdy temperate in bis diet, liviog 

chiefly upr;n ·vcgeubles.-Turnips boiled, and after

wards r~:~fred, were his favourite dintlcr. fiis drink 

W:lS pure water. From a delire of imitating our Sa

viour, in every thing, he once attempted to faft for 

forty days. This experinlent, it is raid, had nearly 

co1\: hiol his life. He was ohliged to defift from 

it, long before the fort y <lays ,,-ere expired; but the 
Cafting, it was faid, fo muell dehilitated Ilis body, 

as to accckratY.! his death. He lived above. eighty 

years, an(! died in ~lis own ho~fe in Abillgton, about 

,thirty year:; ;igO. 

III re~\Oie\~·ing tlle hiftory of this extraordinary man, 

we canllot hclp abfolvillg him of his weakneffcs, wllell 

we cantcll1plate his many acti,-e virtues. He ,,'as the 

pionGcr of tll:!t \var, \\rhich llas fiilce been carrie(l on, 

1~ f:.l~cel~flll1y, ;lt:ainil: tIle COlnll1erce and flavery of 

ti1~ n~;!"Ges.-.l)erll2ps the turbt!!'-.'nce alld ft!\rerity of llis 

tC!llt)~r \~:er\! Ilcceflåry te rouf\! tl1e torpor of the llUI,llan 

r.-li!~~l, :lt th~ p~riod i!l \\~hicll Ile livcd, to this' intcre{l ... 

t110~lY llc!lez\!~, \\'"110 c0111pl~t~~1 \:: ... llat Mr. Lay bega11, 
1 ' • 1 1· b · ,. f-· rIk 'T .. ~l"'u~a prOl)301Y 11a\~C e~11 as lHlt1 nCl~nt lor t le wor" 

r~rfcr:l1C(1 by I\Ir. La}~, as tl1C hUlnbie piet}~ of De 

l{C!l~Y, er of -r'1:on1Js A ICc:np\s, ,,"ould have bCeJl ~o 

have a~(oniplil1acd tlle w~rks of tlle zealous Lutller, or 

tl1~ i:itTcflli l~lHi1. ill tIle jiXtCC1~th CCrttllry. 

rl~ll~ f::;:~;:["i of l\Ir. I .. ay, ill fc,vil~g tlle feftis cf a 

prille!l,!e V.'!11C11 bid3 f .. ,Ir to l1rotlucc il rev()]uti011 ;11 

• 
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morals-colnlricrce-and government, in tIle ·new 

an,l in the old world, {hould teach tl!~ benef:lc.loTS of 

nl~nkind not to Jefpair, if they do n~t lee the fruits 

of their benevolent propofitions, or Ul1dertakitlgs; 

during their lives.-No one feed of truth O! virtuc 

ever perifhed.-Wherever it may be fowcd, or even 

{c:attered, it will pref~rve al1d carry witll it the ptillCi-

p1e ofiife.-Some of thefe feeds produee their fruits in 

a {Ilort time, but the mofi \9aluahle of them, like the 

vc:nerable oak-~.re centuries in· gro",ing; but etIler -'~ 

are unlike the rride of the farens, as weU as all other",; , . 

vf:getable prr,duCl:ions, in b~ing incapable of a decay. 

'l"hey eX;.lt alld bloom for ever. 

Feburary 10th. I 790. 
• 

uti + 5 ____ CL!!' 

BI OGRA.PH I CAL ANECDO'IES OF A~Tl-~~ ~iY BEMEZET • 
• - . 

T H1S excellent 111an was placed l~,y llii 
friencls in early life ill a COul1tin.g lloufe •. 

but finding c~)mmerce o?ened tcmptatiollS to a world .... 

ly fp.irit, he lcft llis :nafter, and bOU11U hil11felf as all 

apprentice to a coope~"" Fil1ding tl1is bufiIlefs tea 

laborious, for llis COllfl:itlltioll) he (iccline(l it, a11l1 de

voted hin1felf to f~llool-k(eping; in \vllich ufefuI enl. 

1,loYll1ent, he COl1tinued during tlle greatefl: part c,f 

l1is life. 

I-Ie pofle{f\!(l UIICOl111TIOn aClivity alld in(lllfiry in cve

ry tlling J1C lltl(lertool~. I-le (lid e\'t~ry thirlg ~s jf th" 

• 
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word:; of Ilis Saviour ,,·ere pcrpctually fOutl,jing ill lli, 

e:ars, ,e ,~ift ye !1C't, that llnuft be about nlY Fatller's 

" hufillefs ?" 

Ile Ure() to fay, "the higheft aCl: of charity ill the 

wodd was to bcar with the ullr~tfo;zablelllft of mall~ 

Kil1ll." 

• 
He generally 'f"ore. p)ufh c1othes, :llld gave a5 a 

rcafoil for it, th~t aft~r he had worn them for t,,·o 

~~ or three years, tlley made conlfortable an(1 decent gar-~.' _r~. 

· nlellts for tl1e poer. 
L:, 

He once informcu Cl young friend, that his memory c~~ 
bega11 to fail llill1; "llut this," faid he, ,.; giv'es me 

c· Olle great :-t\.~valltlge over tllee-for thO\1 calltt filld 

" e11tcrtair:ln~:!lt ill reading a good book OIlly oilce-but 

" I cnjoy tllat p]eafure as oftetl as I read it; for it 

(. is ah,:ays TIt'w to me." 

Ilc pub1iflle,] f~verJI valuable tra8s in f::yor of the 

cm~~lcipatiol1 of tl1c bllCks, a!1<1 of t]le civilizi:Lg alld 

cliriflidI1~'/in6 tl_le Illdi(!llS. I-le alft) r~ubliflle(l a pln1plllet 

;tga:!!!L t!-l~ tlf~ of Jr~!Cllt fl1irits. 1,ll thefe publica

t:Ol1S \v~r~ circul~te(l "rith zreat i!!dtlitrv., atld at his 
LJ ti ' 

(),.~,"!l CXPCl1f~, t1-1ro:1611out e\~cry' !):1rt of tlle UIlited 

I-I~ ,vrotc l et t~rs to tllC (ll1t'Cl"t of Grcat-11rita in, arId 
'() 'ri'Ijo (}'1'-'('''' (~lr )J c1"tt1,),")1 t" "lr,;. tl"';r 1·1,Jl111~nC'" "'''·l-th t ... .., ... ....... 1, .. 'o t ~ .. '"' ".1 lo • 4 '-' ~ J. J '" "" . \... ~ .. 

t11,-~ ~ r rt'fncu i ve cnu rts to ,1 ~Jo] i fIl t!lC .l~ f ric~! Yl trade. , 
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lai11 with a prefent of ]lis works. The que~n r~ceived 

them with great pglitenefsJ and raid after readillg thei~ 

c cc tllat the author appeared to be a very good man.", 
• 

He alfa wrote a Jetter to the king of Pruflia, in 

which he endeavoured to convince him of ta\e un .. 
Jawfulnefs of war. 

• During the time the Britifh army was in poffeflion 

of the city of Philadelphia, he was indefatigable in hi. 

ellnea'.'ours to render the fituation of the perfons who~" 

, · fufF~red from captivity as eafy as poffibie. He knew DO 

~ c~ fear in tlle pr~fence of his f~llow men, howe~er dig-
.... ~',. -

nified tlley were by titles or ftation, and ruch were 

the propriet y and· gentIenefs of his manners in his 

intercourfe with the gentlem.en who commanded the 

Britilh and German troops, that when he could not 

obtail1 tlle objeCls of his requefts, he rleyer failed to fe

cure tllcir civilities, and frequently their efteetn. 

So great was his fympathy with every thing that 

was capable of fe~lil1g pain, that he refolved toward. 

the clofe of his life, to (lat rio ånirilal food. Upon com .. 

il1g into his brother's houfe one day, when his family 

\vas dilling upon poultry, he was afked by his brother's 

wife, to fit dOWll: and dine with them. cc What! 

(faid he) \vould you have me eat my neighbours l 

Tllis mifapplicati()n of a moral feeling, was {up

pofed to h.3Vl! brought on fuch a debiJity in Ili. ftomach 

and bowels, as produced a difeafe in thof~ parts of 

wl)ich Jle finally died. 
S s 
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Few men, fince the days of the apeRIes, ever lit"ed 

a more di6nterefted life. And fet, upon Ilis dC!am 

bed, he raid, he wifhed to live a little longer, tlut 

c, he might bring down SEL'." 

The laft time he ever walked acrofs his room, WIS 

to tal~ from his dell: 6x tlollars, which he gave to 

a poor widow whom he bad lang :lffift-ed to main· 

tam. 

He bequeathed after the death ~f his widow, a hoofc 

and lot in which confifted his whoJe ·cftatc, to t))C 

(upport of a fchool for the educarlon of negro chiI

dren, which he bad foundcd and taught for fcvera! 
)'e;.ra before his death.· • . .. 

• 
_ He med in )!ay 1,84, in tlle 7 dl. year of his :age. 

-
His ~t,neral was attended by perfons of all reli.-

&:;\OUS ~enominations, and by many hundred black 
" 

peo~le. 
• • • 

COIOllt:J J-n, who bad ferved in the American 
- . 

army, during the late war,· in ,-etunling from ~e fune-

raI, pronounceu an eulogill:D upon hirne It conl\fted 
• 

only of the following "90rds:" I would rather,'~ iåid 

he, "be AnthonY'Benezet in thai: cQffin, tiltl!l Geor~e 

Wailiington _with all his f~e." 
July IS, 1788• 

, 
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2' 

. SOON after reading Mr. Clarkfon's. ingeni-

ous and pathetic effay on the f1a\1'ery and 

commeree of the human fpec~es, the {ubjeCl made 

(o deep an impreffion upon my miJld, that it follow

~d ml! in my U(!ep, and produced a ~ream of fo ex

traordinary allature, that· I have yielded to the im

portunities of fome of my friends, by communicating 

it to the public. I thought I was conduB:ed to a 

country, whicLl in point of c ultiv ation and fcenery J 

far furpaJfc:d auy thiilg I bad ever heard, or read of 

in mrlife. This country, I found, was inhabited 

oulf bl øegroes.. They appeared cheerful and happy. 

U pUll my approachillg a beautiful grove, where Q 

number of them were ~ffembled for r~ligious purpofes, 

I perceiv\!d at onre a p:1ufe il~ their exercifes, and an 

ap!l-!arance of geIleraI perturbation. l'hey fi~ed their 

eyes upon nle-·.vlliie Olle of them, a venerable Iook

:rig n~allJ c-am~ for\vard, al1d in tIle name of the whole 

atTembly, ~ddretf\!4nie in the following 1.1nguage. 

~' Excufe the p.mic Wllich you have fpread through 

" this pelc~ful and hapPY'company: we perceive that 
" }~OU are a whitt 11ian.-

r l""llat colour \\~hich is the 

" embl~m' of il1!locence ill every other crtature of , 
c, God, is to us a fign of gui-lt in mall. The per[on. 

" whom you [ee herc, were once draggedby the men 

u of ,our colcur from thcir native cOlilltry, auu con. 
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" figned by them to labour -punithment-and death~ 
c, -'Ve are here colleCl:cd togetber, and enjoy aq 

er ample com'pent,tioll in out prcftnt employments 

" for aj) the miferies wc endured on eanh. We kilOW .. 
,~ that \ve are fCCUT~d by the 8eing whom we worfhip~ 

c~ from injury and oppreffion. OUT appearance of 

c, terror, therefore, wa~ enrirely the fudden efTea of 

c, habits which have not yet bcfD eradicated from aur 

" minds." 

" y aur apprehen~ons of danger from the fi,ht of 

" a white man," faid I, "are natural. But in me

cl JOu behold a fri~nd. I have been your advocate-

" alld.'·--H~rc, he interrupted me, and faid, cc II 
e' not Yol.r nam~ i"~ I allfwered in the 3f1irmative. 

Upon this he, ran up and embtaced me in Ilis ~rms, 

and afterw~~ds condutted me into tJ1C midft of the 

a~t:rr.bly, \vtiere, afrer geing illtroduced to the prill

cipa! charlar~rs, I was f\!ated UpOJl a bank of mofs; 

a~d tIle follo\ving account \\'a5 deli,'ered to Ine by tllc 

veneTlble reii~ "'110 firft accofted lne. 

" The pl:lcC we now occupy, ~s calJed the pa,~~~ 

" of 11tg:'"J j!uves. It is defiined to be our place of 

" re{iltcl1~~ 'till the gCIlcral jlldgcIllcnt; after "yl1ich 

" tilne, we exp~a to be admi~tcd into higller alld-

cc lnor~ perfell: dtagrets of h~~ppln(:fs. flern \\re derivc 

" grear pj~:ifure from COlltcm;:latiJlg the illfillite good

e' nt:f5 of God, in ~\llotting to us our full proportion of 

" ~~ftry 011 elrtll; by whicll n1e:tl1S \\~C llavc t...fcaped 

" the punifhmellts, to which the frcc and happy part or 



,. mallkind too oftM ~xpofe thcfDfclm after death. 

" Hue we have kamed to thank God, for all the afRic
cc tions our tafk-mafters hcaped OD US; ieafmuch, 31 

'c they wcre the mans of oor prefent happinefs. 

cc Pain and diftrefs are the nnayoidable portiODS of all 

cc mankind. They are the onl, pollible ay~ucs that 

~c can couduB: the ... to pace ånd felicity.. HaPPJ 

fe are tbey, who partake of their proportion ofboth up
,! on the earth." Here he cnded.-

After a filence of a few minutes, a Joung man, 

who bore on his head the mark of a wound, ame up 

to me. and atked c, If I knew auy thing of Mr. , 
" of the I1J:&Dd of. i" I told him c, I did not." 

_cc l\lr. J" faid he, " .as mf mafter. One 

cc da,/, I miftook his orders, and fadcUed his mare in
" ftead of hi5 Jwrfc, wmm provoked him Co much, 

c, that he took up an 3xe which laid Ul his Jarti, and 

!' with a ftroke on my h~d, difmiffed me from life. 

" I )ong to hear, whcther he has repented ef this 

se unkilld aCtion. Do, fir, write to him, and tell 

" him, his fin is not too great to be forgiveo, telll1im, 

" his once miferable Rave, Scipio, is not angry at him 

cc -he longs to bear his prayfTS to tlle olFended ma~ 

cc jefly of heaven-atåd-when he dies-Scipio wiII 

cc ap111y to be one of the convoy, that fhall condutl: his 

cc fpirit to the regions of bJifs appointed for thofe who 

cc repcllt of tIleir illiquities." 

Before I could reply to tllis fpeech, an old rna. 

came and fat down by my {ide. His wool was ",kite 
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as fnow. With a low, but geiltle voice, he thul 

addrcired me. 

cc 81r, I was the flave of l\lr. , in the ifland 

cc of-I ferved hinl faithfully upwards of fixty year •• 

e, No ri6ng fUll ever caught me in my cabin--no 

cr fetting fun ever faw nle out of tI le fugar held, 

le cxcept on fUl1days and holydays. My",·hole fubfift

cc eIlCe n~ver coft my mafter more t]lan fort y {hil .. 

~'C liDgs a year. Herrings all(l roots ~rere my 0111y fcod. 

"·One ~clY' in the eightieth year of m}~ age, tlle o'ger

,t feer fa,~ me ftvp to rell: lnyfelf aga111ft the fi(le of 

" a tree, wl1ere I was at \\york. He ranle up to 

c, nle, and beat Ille, 'till he could €11dure tIle fatigu~ I. 311d ileat occafioned by the blows he ga ve me, 

c, 110 loIlgcr. Nor was tIlis all-he complailled of 

~ nle lO my lilafter, \vllO illfta11tly fet me up at 11ublic 

C( VC11tiu~, and foIll me for t\\?O ~uilleas to a taverh

., keeper, ill a difiatlt p3rilll. The cliftrc[s I felt} ill 

" leaving !11Y childrell, and gratld··childrtll (~8 of \\rhOnl 

'.' I l~-ft 011 r.~l y olcllnaner's platltation) f0011 put '~11 Cll(l 

i, to r'..1Y exil1cI1CC, and lalldt:d 111e UPOll thtfe ]iapl"Y 

" fllores. I h~vc 110W no ,;rifl1 te) grat~fy but ()1!t-~!11d 

C( tJ1at is to be per.Jnittc<.1 to vifit In y old I11afier 'i fan1ily. 

cc I 16J!16 ti.) tell n.y 111afier, tllat his \\·t;altll carl110t Inake 

• .; 11illlllaPI)y.-~f~l)at tl1e fuff~ril1gs of a fingle 110ur ill 

.;, t}le ,v(\-~lll of J",11fc.:ry, for \\~Ililll. IlC is pr~p3 ri!1 g 1"lin1-

" fe!f, ",ill ov,::rb:-dal}Ce all tllc rle~.fltres }1e tver tlljOY
" cd ill lli. life-;111d tllat [(Jr c,·cry aCt (1f unnecefElry 

" fcvcrity he inHiCts \lPO!l llis flavc~, Ile {]la!l fuerer 

" tCllf0L.l ill tl~l: \rorlll to C0111C." 
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He had hardJy 6ni{hed his tale, wh~n 2 decent 

lookillg woman canle fotward, and addrelfed mc in 
the following language.-Sir, 

" I was once the fiave of l\fr. J in the Rate 

" of . From the healthinefs of my conftitutioft, I 

t, was ca]led upon to fuekle my Mafter's eldeR: for •• To 

" enable me to perform this offi=e more effeltually, 

" my own chiJd was taken from my breaft, and fcoa 

" afterwards died. 1\ly affetl:iol1s in the Dl"ft uno

" tions of my grief, faftened; themfelves upon my in
" fant maRer. I-Ie thrived under my care and grew up 

,e a handfome young man. Upon the death of his 

.,' father J I becanle 11is prqperty.-Soon after thjs 

" .event, he 10ft 1001. at cards. To rane this money 

" I was fold to a planter in a neighbouring flate. 

" I can never forget the 311guifh, ,\\rith which my 

c, aged fatIler and nlotIler followed me to the elld el 
e' the lane, when I left my mafter's houfe, and hun, 

" upon lne·, ,vhen they bid me farewell." 

" My new mafter obliged me to ,vork ill tl1e field i . 

" tlle confeq\lenCe of ~vhich was, I caught a feveI' 

tr, ~rhiC}l in a few weel,s ended my li fe. Say, Dl,.. 

cc friend, is my firf\: young maner fiiJl alive? -If 

cc Ile is ....... go to llim, and tell Jlil11, his unkind 

" behaviour to me is upon rccord agail1ft h~nl. The 

"gel,tle fpirits ill hcavcn, ,vhofe hapl)il1l~f~ CO!1fifis 

'c: in expreffiol1s of gratitude al1d love, \\'iII llave 1:0 

,~:: fcllowiliip ",.itll 11iln.-l-lis foul murt l'e Ineltc<i \,,~·:th 
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fe pity, or he call never efcape the p11nifhment which 

" awaits the hard-hearted, equally with the impenitcnt, 

cc in Ule rei:ions of mifery." 

As roon as 1he bad finifhed her fiory, a middle 

:tgcd woman approached me, and after a ]owand 

refpeBful curtfey, thus addreH"c:d me. 

C( Sir I was horn and educated in a chriftian fam;1; 

cc in one of th~ fouthern ft3tes of Ameriea. In tIle 

cc tllirty-tllird }car of my age, I applied to my maner 

" to purchafe my free(lom. Illftead of granting my 
c: requeft, Ile conveyed me by force on board of a veffel 

1(, and fold me to a planter in the iOand of Hifpalli(JI~ • . 
cc 'HeTe it pleafed God."-' . Upon pronoul1cing 

thefe words, file paufed, and a general filenee enfued.! 

-All at 'once, the eyes ~f the whole atfenlbJy \\·ere 

turned from me, and direCl:ed towards a little white . 

nlan who advanced towarrls them, on tIle oppofite fide 

of tlle grove, in \\"hich \ve were feated. Hi5 face waa 

grave, placitI, alld full of benignity.. In one hal1d he 

carried a fubfcription paper and a petition--in tlle 

otiler, he carried a flnal1 pamphiet, on the unlawfulnefs 

of the . African {lave-trade, alld a letter direll:ed to 

the King of Pruffia, upon tlle uI1Iawfull1efs of war. 
, . 

\Vllilc I \\raS employed in contemplating this vcnera

r~1.blc figure-fuddell1y I bcheld the whole affembly 

runnillg to m~et him-the air refounded with the 

t:l:11l1)illg of hands-aJl~1 I awoke from my dream, br 
tll~ 110ife of a gcner:tl acclam:ltion of-

ANTliONY BENEZET! 
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AN SVLOGIVM .PON Da. WILI.IAII CUf.LaN, PaoJ':islO& or 
'tøs På.,CTIC& or PRYlte:, III TilE VNI~E.SITT Ol' EDIN.vaGR j 

bELIV •• KD •• '-Ola THS CO,t.LKG& O~ PRTIICIANS orPøILADat:. 

'HIA: ON 'TRi 9TH OJ" lVL'I, Ae.aKA_LY TO TRål1 VOTa O~ 

THE 4TH o .. MAi, 17'9°, ÅJlD Å'tTKiwAaD& 'V.Lli.SD AT TRlla 

å I ClvasT. 

L • 

Mr. PreGdent ar-id Gentlemen; 

B·· "Y. Jour unanimous yote, to honotit Wifh aU 
Eulogium, the charaCl:er of the late' nå. 

o t 

WiLLiAM CUiLE"N; Pro!eft"or of medecme in the Uni ... 

verfity of Edinburgh, JOu hive done equal homage to . . 

. Science and _. Humanity. This illuftrious PhyGciå!l 
was the' Preceptor of mculY of us :---He ,was; moreOvet 

a diftinguHhed citizen. (jf the rfpu~lic of Medecine, . 
and a benefall:or to Mankind; and althoughj like!~e 
fun, he ilione in a diftant hemifphere, yet many of the 

tafS of his knowledge have fallen upon this quatter 'ol 
the globe. I rire, theref()te, to mingle yo~t grateful 

praues or hJm, with the numerous offerings of public 
and prhtate refpetl:, which have heen paid to h~s roe- · 
mory in his native countty.Happy will be the eff"elh 
of fuch aas of diftant:fympathy, if they {hould ferve 

to unite the influenr.e of feienee with, that of Com

merce, to leiren the. pre judices of nations againfl: 
each other, alld thereby to prepare the, way for the 

e»peration Qf that divine {ynem of moraIs, whol. 

'I' t 
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pterogative alone it is, to teach mankind that they 
are brethren, and to make the name of a fellow .. 

. -

creature, in every region of the world, a lignal for 

brotherly affeClion. 

In executing the: tafk. fOU hav~ hnpoted upon me, 
l {ball confine myrdf tO fuch parts of Dr. CuIlen', 

tharatler as came within the cOlnpafs of my own 

krlowledgc, durillg two years refidence in Edinburgh. 

-To his fellow citizens in Great Britain, who werc: 

more intimately acquainted with him, we~ muft re· 

~gn the hiftory of ~is domeftic charaCl:er, as weU as 
~he deta~l of all thofe fteps which, in early life, led 

him to his unparalleled heiaht of ufefulnef. and 

fame. 

Dr. CULL!.N poifdred a great and original genius .. 

By geiiiu~, in the prefent inftance, I mean a power 

in the human milld of difeovering the relatiol1 of 

diftant truths, by tht! {horteft tr~iil of int~rmediate 

propofitions. This precious gift of Heaveil, is com

po{ed of a vigorous imagination, quick fenfibility, a 

talent for extenfive aRd accurate obfervation, a faith

ful memory, and a found judgmc:nt. Thefe facultiea 

were all un,ited in an eminent degree in the mind 

bf Dr. Cullen. His ima.gination furveyed all nature 

at a glance, and, like a camera obfcura, feemed to 

produee in his clind a pit1ure of the \vhole vifible 
creation. His fenfibility was fo exquifite, that the 

fmalleft ?ortiona of truth alted Ufon it. By mCiU' 
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eI his talent for obfervation he coJle8ed knowlcdgc: 

from every thio, he heard, faw, or read, and from eve_O 
ry perfon with whom he converfed. His memory waa 

tlle faithful repofitory of all his ideas, and appeared 
to be ·alike acc urate upon an Cubjetls. (her each 
of thefe faculties .,of his mind a found judgment 

prefided, by means of which he difcov'Cred the re

lation of ideas to each other, and thereby produced 

thofe ne\v combinations which confi:itute principles 
in fcience.; T his proeefs of the mind has been, 

calJed inventioJl, and is totally different from a 
, . 

mere capacity of acquiring leaming, or colleClin, 

knowled,e from the difcoyeries of others. It elevates . 
man to a diftant refcmblance of his Maker; for the dif. 

covery of truth, is the perception of thiQgl as the, 

~ppear to the Divine Mind. 

1M contemplating tJle lluman fac'ulties, tllU~ ex~ 

quifitely formed, and e~aaly halanCf!d, we feel the 

fame kind of pJeafure which arifes from a vie\v of 

Cl magnifi,<:nt palace, or atl exten&vf.! and variegated 

profpe~; hut with this differeuce, that tlle pleafure, 

ill tIle fira: inftance, is as much fuperior to that 

which arifes fro 11) contemplating the latter objeas, 

as tl1e mind of IDarl is f uperior, in its importance, 
"-

to the moO: finifhed proliuCl:ions of nature or of art~ 

DR. CULL~N polfeB"ed not only the genius tha~ 
llas beell (iefcribed, but an unCOlllplOll fllare oflear .. 

• f ... 
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His 1earninc was of a peculiar and ufefal t~ 
He appcarcd to. ha,·c OYerllcpped the flø- and tWous 
forms of the fchools, and, by the for~ of his UDdeT .. 

ftanding, to have feized UpoD the great ends of learning., 

without ~ afliftancc of many of thoiC mcans whicl\ 
were coata;yed for the ure of lcCs aaive minds. He 

resd the ancicnt. Greek and Roman '!ritcrs ooly for 

the fake of the know1ed~ w~ thcy ~~~iD~d, with 

out walting anr ot· the dIOrts of his FBius in ~ttempt

ing to imitate ~eir ftJlc. ~ was intimately aGquaint~ 

cd with modem languages, ~d tMo"lh their means, 

1Irith the imp~ye~~ of medjcine in f!YC!ry country 

in EuTOpe.. . S,:,ch was the facility with whlch he 
acquired 3 laøguage, and· Co great was his enterprifc 

i~ his rcCcarches in mediciue, that I once heard_ him 
{peK of Iearning the Arabie for the ~ake of reaqiD~ 

Avicetma in the original, as if it wer~ a ma~ter of as 

l~ttIe difljculty t~ him, as it "as to compofe a leClure,. 
. . . 

Qf to vifit S p3tient. 

DJL. CULLEN'S. reading was exten6ve, but it- wa~· 

lJot cOnfitled wholly to medicine. He read book .. 

upon all fubjeCls; arid he had a peculiar art of ex-:: 

tralling fometlling from all of· them which he made 

fubfervient to his profefIioll. He wås \,~ell acquaint~ 

cd with ancicnt and modeln hiftory, and deliglated 

Ul the poets, among \vhom Shakefpearc was his 

favourite. The Ilitlory of our glohe, as unfolded by 
hooks of geo6rlphy and traveIs, was fo familiar to ni~. 

~a~ ftrangers could not converfe with him, witho~t 
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fappofing that he hall not 001y. travelled, hut that he 

hacl iived cyuy wh'.!re. Hi, memory bad no. rubbifh . 

io it. l.ike a· fcctttory 0tpR, in the animal body J it 
it rejeaed evcry thing in reading that· could not be 
appiied to fome ufefal pur.poCe. In dus he has. giY
en the .. 1d a mol valuable leKen, "for the difFerenee 
between,error and ureler, truth. is.yery fmall; and a 

Dlån is. DO wifer for kDowJcdge whkh he canDot apply, 

than · he ~s riek from polJtflins wcalth, whidl he-· 

~t~pelld. · 

DR. CULLEN'"S Itnowle4~ was· min~te in every 

br;mch of mc;dicine. He was aQ. ~ccurate anatomift,. 

and al! ingenious phyfiologift. He enlarged th( boun

d:JDes, and eftabli~ed the utility of Chemiftry, and 

ihere~y prepared the way for the difcoverles and.fame 

of hi, illu~rio~~. pupil-Dt:. Black. He ~~pped Mate

ria !4edica, of mo~· . ~f the errors ~t !lad. been 

acculllqlating in it for tw~ dlo,-fand yea~, an~ red~~~, 
it tQ.a 6mple aud pratl:ica1 fcience.. . He w;u~ intimat~,: . 

ly acqu;tinted w~th· aU the 1>ranche~ o~ na~ra1 hift0IJ'" 

and philofophY. He h~ ftudied e!erJ. an~iellt and, 
f 

modem f yftem Qf phy~. ~e found the fyftem· P~ , 

Di. Bocrhaye univerfally adopted whe~ ~ accepted ~. 

cha~r ill the Ulliyerfity of Edinburgh.. Th~s fyft~ 

W'1S founded chiefiy on the fuppofed prefence ot cer,": 

,tain acrid partieies in the fl uids, and in the departur~ 

t.of thef(!J ill point of confiftency, from a natural frate •. 

Dr. Cullen's tirR: objeCl: was to expofe the errors o~ , 
tt 1S pathology; and to teach his pupils to fcck fo~ 
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the caules of difeaf~s ill the folids. Natore is a1way. 

coy. Ever fince ihe was driven from tIle heart, by 

the difcovery of the circu1ation of the hlood, file 

has concealed herrelf in the brain and nerves. Here 

file has been purfued by Dr. Culle~; and if he has 

IIQt dragged her to public view J )le ha~ left us a eIne . 

which muft in time COllduB: us to her laft recefs in 

the human body. Many, howeTer, of the cperatioIlS 

of nlture in the nervous fyft~m have been explaiJled 

by him; and no candid man will. ever explain tlle 

whole of the~, w~thout acknowledging that the foun .. 

da~ion of his fu ece fsful inquiries was laid by the 

difcoveries of Dr. Cullen. 

, He ~al intima~ely acquainted with the hiftories· and 

diftinEtiolls of the difcafes of all countries, ages, fta- . 

. cions, occupations, :111d flates of .[ociet}·. \Vhile llis . 

great objeEt was to explode ufelefs remedies, he took 

pains to iIlcreafe t1le influence cf diet, . drefs, air, exer-. 
eife, and the aEtions of tlle mind, ill medicine. III a 

word Ile was a great praClical phylician; and Ile llas 

left behind hilD as nlany morlunlents of his fuccefs in 

(uring difeafes, ai he 1135 of accuracy and in~el1uity 

in defcribing their fymptoms and ~xplaining their 

caufes. 

BUT l1is knew1edge was not confined wl1011y to 

dwfe fcienees which are intimate]y conneCleJ with 

medi(;ine. I-li~ gcrlius was univerfal, as to natura) 

and artificial fut~ell.s. He was minutely aequainte~ 
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",th the principJes ~!ld praaicea of all the libem, 

tnechanical, and chemical arts; and tradcrmen ..ete 

of ten dircaed by him to new objells of obfen~rio1l 

and improvement in their refpeB:l,e occupations. He 
delighted in the ftudy of agricultme, and contribu~d 

rnuch to cxcite that tafte for agricu)tural fcience, 

which hal of late ye.rs ro much diftinguifhed the men 

of genilIs and leifure in N,,-ul-Britain. I h2ve heen 

inforined, that Ile }"ielJed at laft to tb:at paffioTa for 

Tural improvellle~ts, whidl is COmmOJl to all mel). 

2zId anlu(ed himfelf in the evening of his life by CW4a 

tivating a farm ill the neighbourhood of Ed~burg1.t. 

~appy would it be for t4e interefts of agricuhur~, il 
phyficians in all countries, WGuid imitate Dr. Cullen 

~y an attlchment to this nobJe feienee ; for thår 
previoUi ftudies are of ruch a natwr: as frequently 10 

~nable them. to arrive at improvements in it w·ithout 

eIperiments, and to apply the experimen~s of.others. 

in the moft extenfive aIld prf\fitable manner. 

. DIl. CULLEN', publi~atiollS were fe .. i~ nomber 

co:npared Witll Ilis difcoveries. They cOllfiR: of Ili, 

Elements of· phyfiology, llis Nofologia Methodica, bis 

Firft Lines of the Practicc of Phyfic, all Elf4Y llPO~ 
the cold produced by Evaporati~nJ publiflle(l in the 
fecond \'OIUlne of the PIly6cal a:1d Literary itrlYS of 

Edinburgll, a Letter to Lotd CatJlcart up·on tlle metllod 

of recovering perfons fuppofed to be dea<t froln drown

ing, and a fyfi:e~ll of the Materia Mediea. TI1Cle are 

.all the worka whicll bellr hia name i but the fruita of 
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his inquirles are to be found in moR: of the medie.1 
publicatlons that have ·appeared ill Great-Britain with

In the lai thirty years. Many bf the thefei, publillied 
in Edinburah during his lire, wcre the yehiclcs, of 

his opiniODS or praClice hl medicinc J and, few of 
them containcd an important or ufeful difeovety, which 

\Vas not detived from hints thrown out in hia leCl:uf'es. 

As a TEACHER of medicinef Dr. Cullen poifeired 
many peeuliar talents. He mingled the moO: agreea .. 
llie eloquence with the mod profound difquifitions. 

He appeared to filhten upon every fubjeCl: upon which 

he fpoke. His la ngo age was 6mple, and his arrange. 

ment methodical, 'by wmch means he was alway • 
. intelligibJe. From the moment he aftended his emir, , 
he commattded the moll rc:{pelHul attention from iiiø 

pupils, , intomueh that l neyer faw one of thein difco

\rer a fign of impatience &uTing the time ol att,. of 

his leCtures. 

IN the invc:fligation ol truth, he (ometimes 1erttute& 

Into the regions of conjeau~. His imagination was 
an hot-bed cl hypothefe~, ",hich led hi~'to conftant 

obfervation and eXPeriment •. Thefe eften proved the 

(eeds of fubfequent di(coveries. It was thtts Sir Ifaat: 
Newton founded -an empire in {eienee ; for moR: 

of his difcoveries were the refult of preconceived 

'hypothrfes. In delivering new opinions, Dr. CuiJen 
preferved the 'ftriaeft integrity. I have known him 

more than once, refute tIle opnions which he had taught . 

the preteding year, even before the faUaey ot them had .. 
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been fufpeC\ed by at'y of his pupils. 8uch inftancelof 

calldor of ten pafs with the vulgar for inftability; but 

, they are the trueft chara8eriftics of a great mind. 

rro be unchangeahle, fuppofes perpetual error, or a per .. 

ception of trut)l witllOUt the ufe of reafon; but thi. 

fublime el8 of intuition belongs' only to tIle Delty. 

There was no tintlure -of credulity in the miRd 
of Dr. Cullen. He taught his pupils the neceffityof 
acquiring " the flow confenting academic doubt." .. 

I mt!ntion thefe words of the poet with peculiar plea
fure, as I lind them in my notes of one of his lee· 

tnres, in \vlliell he has delivered rules for judging 
of the truth of things related as faas; for he frequent

ly remarked that tllere were ten falfe fatls ( if the ex- . 

preffion can he allowed) to one falfe opinion in lnedicille. 

His :Materia Mediea abounds with proofs of the truth 
of this part of llii charaB:er. With how much caution 

does he admit tlle efficacy of nledicines, as related in 

hooks, or as fu,geftcd by his .own experic!nce. Who 

could have expetled to have found fo much modelly in 

the writillgs of a phyfician in the 77th year of his 

age? But let it be remembered, that this phyfician 
\Vas Dr. Cullcn; and that he always preferred utility 
to nov(!lty, and loved trutll, more thal1 fame. 

. He took great pains· to de1iver bis pupiIs from 

the undue influence wI,ich antiquity and great names 

;Ire apt to )l:lVe llpon the llulnas nlilld. He de. 

Uu 
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ftroyed the fuperftitious VCl1er.ltion \v)lich had been 

paiJ for nlallY abc~ to the nanles of IIirl)ocrlt~~, 

Ga]bll, arid other allC.iell: autll0rs, anJ iil fIl i r,-=<! Il ~s 

pupils ",it}l a jufl efii11}at~ of t!l\! \'rriti:!gs of Jl10aCrl1 

phyficial1s. flis C()~;{t:i~1t ~ill1 \\·~lS to produce ill 

their rnillds a ch:1!~g~ fronl a p~ffive to ~111 :1a~ve 

Rate; al1d to fl)rc~ tlpO,l th~ln fu~il 11~ibits of tl:il!k

ing and obfer\-~tioll, as Cnould e11::bl~ tI:cln to i11flrutl: 

tllemfelvcs. 

As lIe admit!·~d no trlltll \vithcut e:,:::m:ri:1"ion, 
" 

fo h~ fubll1itt~J [O no CUllC111 ill i-1!"(·P:1f·.: t il1g it tllat 

was not reafon~blc. 

merit of delivering medieinc fron1 tlle f~tt~rs (jE ~11e 

I4atin, and illtroducing tl1e. Eng!iili langl1agc, as tIle 

vellic!e of public infiruaio~ il1 tlle ul)iverfiry of 

Edinburgh. l\fucll of tl1e fuccefs of tl1e rcyc!utiOl1 

he effeCl:cd i:l medicine, Ibelieve, may b~ afcribed 

to this citcun~fiance. IlcrIlaps tlle n1any iniprovcmcl1ts 

\\·hich lll\ye ]ately been ma(le in mrt.~icil1e in tllc llritifil' 

dominiolls, rnay likewife be afcribcd to the prefent 

fafllio11"ble Cl1flom of con~nlUllicatilJg rncrlical kno\v

ledge ill the 1~11g1i111 langua~e. By tl1is mcans, Gur 

fcicrJce llas excitcd tI!.; 110tire ;:llli incluiries of ill

genieus anti olJ:t'rvillg rnen ill all profcIEollS, ~lld tllcre-

· hy a kil1(1 or ba1axy l.~s bcen ('re~å.~(l ill 111~ )lel11ifpllcre 

f ~ .. 
o me~lClI1(, 

. 
morcover Lee!l rr\p:~ re li r10re ea fll y to aff()ciatc \\rit!l 

ot!1~r f'cletlCCS; frfJ~r, cacll oi \\'l!ich it l1as rLccivcd 

aJliftance ~n(l [\!1)!1ort. 
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III hi~ int{JIr<~011:,rC \vith his 11upiIs Dr. Cullen was 

tru1y klilJ al1J affcaionate. N(\,'er have I kl10wn a 

man 'who P?fi:ifeJ .in 1 higllcr d~grce thore qua!ities 

which. f~izc u fJOll evcry alf~aion of tIle l~~~rt.· He 
kIle,\-· tlle rare alH.Lllappy arts, as cirCltrnftances requi-

re,l, of ~~illP- a!flDle ,vithnut brille:! [ociabl~; foei.lble 
~ ~. 

witl10Ut beint; fanliiiar; and familiar, witll0ttt lofil1g 

a pJ.rt!cl~ of refpctl:. Snell \\·as tlle :ilterefl: Ilc took in 

the 11ealtll, fiudies, al),-l future eftablifllmel1t of al~ his 

pupils, that each of tllem believcd that he po{ft:{[ed 

a pre-enl111cnce in llis friendfllip'; wllilc the equal 

difFufion of his killd ofkces provetl that he was the 

common friend alld father' o: them all. Sometimes 

he ~·ould lay aa({e tIle (liftal1ce, \\,ithout lenening the 
dignity of the profeifor, and nlix with his pupils at his 

table UPOll terms of the moft elldearing equality. 

U pOll tllefe occafiOllS his focial afteåions feemed to 

11ave an influetlce UIJon l1is millde Science, fentiment. 

and convivial humor, appe~. ~'-:tl for 110urs tog€tIler to 

firive \vllicl1 fllould predominatc ill his converfatlon. . 

I appeal to you, geIltlemen, \VllP ha\pe fllared in the 

pleafur~ whicll l llilve defcribcd, for tl1~ juO:ice of the 

piEture "rIlle!} I 11av\! dra\\"n of lliln at his Ilofpitable 

table. Y 011 will recollccl, witll rrAP. how agreenbly 

he accolnmod:1te<.l 11i111[tJf to our c'itferent capacities 

atlo ten1pcrs; ho\v kirld~y ile (liffir,ated our youthful 

bltlf1H~S, by iJlvitirlg us tv afl~ 111m qucfiions; an<.lllow 

muel1 he tau~~ht us, 11Y his inquil es, of the nature of 

tIle 1oil, climate, prollutls, and difeafes of evel1 our 

own country. 
• 
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From the hiftory that MS beell given of Dr. Cullen, 

we fhaJl not be furpri~~d at !he reputation ,,·hich he 

gavc to the unive-rfity of Edinburgh, for up\vards of 

thirty years. -. The city of Edinburgll during his life 
became th~· very atmofpllere of medi(in~. But let 

me not here be unjuft to the merits of his i11uftrious 

colleagues,.. The names of Whytt, Rutherford~ the 
' .. 
Monroes, Black, the Gregories, Hope, and Home,· 

wil! alW1VS be dear to the )o\~ers of medical {Clence. 
4 _ 

Nay- every healing -pJant bloom upon ~ the graves of 

thofe of them who are departed! and may thofe . \\~ho 

have furvived him, together with their new a1fociate, 

the learned and excellent Dr. Duncan, lang COlltinue 

to mair!tain the honor of tllat junly celebrated fchool 

of medicine! 

It remains now that I add a {hort account of Dr. 
CulIen's conduCl: as a phyiician alld a man. 

In his attendanee upon his patients, he made their 

health his firft objeC1:, alid thereby confirmed a 1ine 

bet\veen the mec}lanical and liber:}] profeffions j for 

""hile wealth is l}urfued by the for111er, as the efJd of 
labour, it fuould be leEt by the latter, to fo])ow tllc 

more noble exertions of the minde So gentle and 

fymp:\thizing \vas Dr._ Cullen's maJlner in a fiel: 

room, tliat paill and difirefs feemed to be fu~ellded in 

llis prefcnce. I-Iope followc(l his footficps. and (le~th 

~lppeared frequently to drop llis commiffiol1 in a com

bilt with his fkilI. He \V:1S com!)affiOJlate al1d charita-

ble to the poor; Ul1d from lus pupilsJ ,,,110 confulted 
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him in fickn~fsJ Ile conftantly refufed to rrceive aD1 

pecuIliary fatisfaClion for his fervices. 

In llis intercourfe \viJll the world he exhibited the 

mlnners of a weU-bred gentleman. He exercifed up-
\ 

on all occafions the agreeable art, in \vhich true p6-

litenefs is raid to confift, of fpeaking with civility, 

and lifte!ling with attention to every body. His con-

verfiltion was at all times animated, agreeable, and 

luaruCl:ing. . Few .. perfons went into his companJ 

,vitilout leariling fonlething; arid even a comlnon 

thought, by plffing through his mind, reccived aD 

impreffion, \\1'11ich made it ever after\vards worthy of 

being preferved. 

He was a ftritl: ~conomift of trIne. He feldom 
" 

went out of llis houfe in his carriage, or a. fedan . -

chair, _ without a book in llis Iland; 311d he once told 

me, that he frequently employed -Olle of llis forls to 

read to him after he went to bed, that he might not 

lore thJt portion of time \vhich palfes b~tweell lyill: 

l1own, and falling afieep. 

He \Vas remarkabJy punClual to all his profdJi.n:l . 

eilgagen1ents. He ~r~p~~rcd to cCl~fider tinle as ~a 

fpecies of prol') ert y J \vhicll no Juan llad 3 rig!lt to 

take from allotller witliout llis cOl1fent. 

It "ras by me:lns of llis recononlY &111(1 pl!nCl:uality in 

the ufe of time, t11at Ile accoll1plif11cd, fu 111ucll ill llis 

profcfIion. I have reaJ of fome men who ha,'c {pent 

mere time in tllcir clof~tsl and of ot]lcri \\'110 llJVC 
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tlOIle nl0re buIiIlelS; but I il:lVe Ile,·~·r read, J10r heard 

of a man, \,·110 nlinglcd morefiu(ly and bufinefs tOb~ther. 

Ile livcd by rule, \vithout fllbj·:Clinb 11inlf~lf to the 

flaveryof fOIJns. I-le \\'as al\vays enlpl()ycll, but llcver 

ill a hurry ; 311d ~mi(lft tlle llumerOtlS an(l ccn1plicated 

2'"ocatioJ1S of ftudy and bufillefs, Ile arllcared to elljoy 

the pleafure of 1flciety, as if conlpany-keep!llg and co 0-

verfation \\Tere the on1y bufincli of llis life. 

I fu;!11 meritioll hut Ofte more tr~it in the clJdraCler 

of Dr. Cullen; and that is, thJ~ he WJS dillinguifhed 

by no one fil1g11J3iity of behaviuiJrfrom ctller nlen. It is 

true he fiood alone; but this 6ngularity ,\\Tas occaiioned, 

not by his quitting tlle .foci~ty of his ,.fello\v-men by 

walkiIlg on their left, or right fideJ bllt by 11is wålkitlg 

before them. Eccentricities in be!lav:oIJf are t}le off'-
• 

fpring of a livcly fancy only, but order is i!lfeparably-

c01111eC1ed ,,,,,it}l real gel1ius. The aClioilS of tlle forDler 
• 

roay b~ COlnpJred to the crooke,l flanl of (liftant ligl1t-

nillg, wIlile tl!e lJttcr refcmblcs ill its n10venlents tJle • 

fteady rcvol1Jtions of tlle lleavenly bo,lies. 

III rcvie\ving- tl1e charac1er wlilctl l)as bt;cn givCI10f 

Dr. Cullel1, I alll forc~d to lnak~ a i1HJrt. digreffioIl, 

white I do IH.,mlage to tlle profdEo!l of p!~yt:c by a fin

gle remark. So g::-c.1t are the bIclliHg~ which n1::lnkiw,i 

derivc from it, that if evcry othcr argument faikd to 
1 l· en· r e J • 1 prove tue a(.!111n:lLr~~tl0Il or a l,r('\'iCC!lC~ In lU.lnan 

affilirs, the l)rofcmOIl of Inc(!ici ne ~lotlC 'l~~I'(;~d(1 ~)e 

fufficicI1t for that purpofe. \\"110 c;!n t~lillk of tIl\! ta·~ 

ICllts, virtucs) ~:ld fcrvicci of Dr. Cullcll, Vw·itllout be~ 
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lieving that the Creator of the world delights in the 

happillefs of his cre~lture!,· and that his tender mer

ci~s .tre over alillis ,,'orka! 

For the inf~rnlation of ruch of the members of our 

college as have not feen Dr. Cul1en, it may not be 
improper to 3(ld th\! foilo ,ving defcriptioll of his per

fon. He \V2S tall, fiender, and had a ftoop in Ilia 

fhoul\lers; !lis face ,,~as long; his under ~ip protruded 

a Iittl~ beyolld tIle upper; his nofe was large, and 

inclined to a poi nt dowllwards ; his eye, \\,hich was of 

a bl~e color) ,vas penctrating, but foft; and over his 

whole face was diffufed an ,air of mildnefs and thoughtJ 
·l ~ 

w!1ich \vas ftrongly chataaeriftic of the conftant 

telllper al1d operations of 11i s nlind. 

It pI~afed Go~! t() prolong his life to a good old age~. 

He Iived near 78 years. He lived to demonfirateholv· 

much tI1e duration . of all the faculti es of t~e mind de·· 

pellf.ls upon tJl~ir cO~lftallt exercife. He lived to teacb 
• 

his brethrell 'by his example, that the obligations to ac·· 

quirl! 31\d cOln~nUIlicate knowJedge, fhould ceafe onlj' 

witIl 11e~lt!1· alld life; al1d lafily, 11e lived to t reap the· 
.. 

fruits of Ills labors it) the ffi<?ft exteIlfive fame; for .pptr 

_nly· llis pqpils, arid his works, }lad 'conveyed his re
, putation; but cam'afs, paper, and cIay, had borne e
y~n t~l~ inlJ~e of llis p~rfon to every quarter (·f the 

giobe.: 

The I>ublic p~per~, as '\i\'cll as private letters, inform 

us, t'l:lt 11'.: furviv'~ll Jll'1 ufefnlnefs bttt a fe\v nlollths. 

He refigtlcJ lli$ l}r0jl~irorfilip ill tl~e t.1utunln of 1789J 
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en 3rCOUtlt of bodily weaknefs, :m~.t uied in the mondi 

of Ja~luary of tIle pre[ellt year; a year fatal to tIte p!lde 

of nlJ.ll; for this }·car Franklin and fIo\\rard, as "toel) 

as Cullcll, have millgled witll the dl1ft. During tllc 

intcn~~l between tlis refignation and llis rleath Ile recci\~

cd tIle mort aff~aionate marki of public and p.rivate 

refpeB:. The- city of Edinburgh voted him their thauks, 

an({ prefented 11in1 with a piece of plate. 'rIlis inftancc 
~ 

of public gratitude defcrves our particular attention, as 

it is lnore common for cities to treat their eminent li

terary ch:lracrers "tith neglecl during their lives, and 

centuries after\\"ard~ to contend for tlle Ilo11or of hav

ing givel1 them birtIl_ 'fhe difFerel1t medical focietiei 

of Edinburgl1 ~oI10~re(1 llim to his cl1anlber witll ad

dreffes full of gratiturle and atteCtiol1. In mentioning 

tl1efe faas, I aln led to contemplate tIle \toenerable fub· 

jeCl: of our praifes in a fituation truly folemn and inte_ 

refling_ I-Iow pregnat1t witll infiruCtion is tIle <leath-

he,l of a pllyfician, \vllO has fpeNt a long life in cxten· 

live ·~~ld fuccefsful praCl:ice I If t!lC forrows wc have 
relicveJ are t!le fureil fupport in our OVJII, }10W great 

m 1lfi: 11;1ve been tIle confolation ~·llicll !)r. Cul1erl de

rivcc.1, in lli5 llflllour3, from a rcvic\\" of his ~Ctive and 

ufer ullife t lI(J\v nlan y fatllcrs 'lIll1 11~~tllers, h ufbaIlrls 

311d wiv\:~, brothers anti fiflers, ,\'11of~ tfars he lla(l 

~,. ipec\ a \\"~l y by ay'~rtiI1g t:1': firol~e of deatll fron} tl1C 

objeC1:s ()r t:l_)ir ~~n~~~<}ions, l11Uft llave prefcnted tlleln

fe1rcg to h:s im;\~ination, and footlH:d his foul with 
,. 1 ,., · 1 1 f r tratc:u pr~1y~rs l'or lliS ctcrtla \\"~ '.Ire. Dnt tl1e retrof .. 

11 ~n of t11e. r~l"\' iccs l~e 11 ~tl rClldcr~d to 11is fello\\p-cl"{!"-
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tures, was not confilled to the limits of his extenfive 

bufinefs in the city of Edinburgh. While the illu{lri-. 
o~s aCl:ions of moll: men may be vicwed Witll a naked 

eye, the atcllievenlents of Dr. C~11en itl tIle ditlal1t re

giO!lS~of hUlnallity and fci\!oce, eatl only be p~rceivcd 

by tIle help of a telefcope. Let us npply tl1is inftrument 

. to difcov~r his exploits of beneficenee in every quarter 

of tIle world. He had filled t]le capitaIs, and nloft of 

tlle towns of Great Britain and Irel alld -with eminent 

phyficians. Many of Ilis pupils had arri\'ed at the firR 
llonors in their profeffion in the principal eities 011 the 
continent of f:urope. Many of them had extended the 

bIeffings of his improvements in tlle prillciples and prac

tice of medicine, to every Britifh fettlement in the Eaft 

and Weft Indies, alld to every free frate in Ameriea. 

But the fum of his ufefultlefs did not end here. He 

had taught the different profeffi>rs in tae U niverfity of 

Pennfylvacia,. the art of teaeIling otll~rs tlle moft fuc

cefsful metllO(is of curing (lifeafes, and lhereby he had 
ccnveyed tIle benefits of his (lifcoveries illto every part 

of the O nited States. IIo\v great was the mafs of fuch 

accutn'Jlated berteficence! and 110w fulllin1e muft have 

been tlu! pleaf~re wllich tlle review of it created in his 
mil~d! I-Iad it beell poffible for tlle m~rit of fuch exten

five al1cl rornplicated fer'viccs to lnankill<{ t o have refcu

ed one mortal from tIle grave, l)r. Culle!l Ilad never di~ 

ed. But t}le (Jecree of (leatIl is ulliverfal, and even the 

1~ealil1~ art, is filiall y of ll() C ff\! a: ill fa vi tlg tl1e liv~s 9~ 

X x 
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t~of~. who have excrcifed it Ylith the moll fuccer. ia 

faTing the lives of others. 

DR. CULLEN is 110W no more. What a b)(l.nk 

, has been PTQ(!uced by Ilis dcath ill the great volunle 

of Scien~e! Behold! rl"'he genius of humal1ity· \\~eep

illg at his feet, \\"hile the genius of meliicille lifts up 
the key, w}lich tell from his ll:lnd witll his laft breath, 

and witll itlexpreffiblc concern, cries out, '~·to "rhom 

{hall I give this infiruniel1t? 'VIlv rlOW will Uillock 

for me tllt treafures of uni\'erfal nature ?" 

Venerable S11ade, adieu! What thougp tJ1Y Amer

iC,an pupiis were denied tlle mel~n[110]Y p1~afure of 

following tl1ee from thy· Pfofeff)r'$-ch~~ir to tllY 1it:k 

'htd, ~7itll their effufions of gratitude, an (i praifc ! 
'Vhat though we did' not {hare in the gri.cf uf thy 

fUlle raI obfequies, and tl10ugh \\re filall never bcdcw 

with our tears the fplendid monument which thy 

affr8ionatc and gr:ltcful Brititl1 pupils l1ave decreed 

for thee in the metropolis of thy native country; yet 

tl1e rcmelnbratlCe of thy talfnts anti virtues, fuall be 

preferv~d ill eacll of ()ur bofolns, and ntver 1hall we 

return in triumph from behoh!ing the e!I1('acy of 

me(iicillC in curing a difcafe, Wil~lout fc('Jing o.r 

obligations for the illilruclions ,~c llJVe <lcl'ived from 

thc:e ! 

I repeat it again, I)r. CulIen i~ now no nlore-

N'o more, I ,nea!), a l,illar all,l OrtlamcIlt cf an all

dent feat of fdeuce-no more, the ddi~ht and ad .. 
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nlir;ttion of his pupils-no more the luminary of 

medjcine to half the giobe-no more tbe friend anel 

benefaClor of mallkil1d. Rut I \\PoulJ as t:X>ll be .. 

lieve that our fo:ar ff Rem \V:lS creat\!d on·yo to 

amufe 3n,1 perlfh like a rocket, as believe thdt _ 

mindo eo,low\!d with fuch imrnenfe powers of ac1:ioo 

and ('OI1t'!lllp!!ltion Il.ld ceafet{ to exift. Reafon bid. 

us h()pe th3t he will fet litt,t-And Revelation ('na

bles us to fay, with certainty alld cOI16<lence, that 

he {h.lll again litte. Faill would I lift the clJrtain 

wllicll feparates et~rtlity from tilne, arId inquire -

But it is not for mortals to pry into tlle fecrets of 
the ill\yiiible world. 

Suth \V1S th~ nlan whore memory \ve have en. 

dea\·011·:-o~d t{j cel{;b:~lte. He li\'~d for our b::nefit. It 
remail1S 0111y t!-~at \\'e inlprove t!le event of llis death 

in fuch a m~nner. tl1~t Ile ln~lY die for our JJenefit 

likewife. For tt}i:l purpof~ I filall finiih OUT Eul0biurn 

with t:lle f~11o\ving ~bfervations. 

I. I .. et us i~~~rn from tJle char~aer of Dr. Cullen 

duly to eftimlte our pfllfcffiun. Wllile Ailronomy 

clailDs a Newtoll, :111d ElcCl:ricity a Frallklirl, M\!di .. 

eine has been equal1y· honoured bi haO\,ing Cll1!)1oy

ed tlle genius of a Cl11letl. Whencver tll~refor\! wc 

fe\~l ourfelves liifpofed to relax ill our ftudies, to ufe 
our prc.feffiotl for felfifll purpofes, or to Ileglect the 

poor,\ l(:t us recol1eCt: }lOW mue}l woe leitetl the dign1tf . 
whicl, Dr. Cullen has conferred upon our prcfefiion., 
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11. By the (leath of Dr. Clt))en the republic oE 
medicine has loft Olle of its lnoft difl:inguilhed and 

ufeful menll>ers. It is incumbetlt Upa11 lIS tIlerefore 

to double our diligcllce in order to fUPl,ly the lofs 

of our indefatigable feJlow-citizen. 1--1iat phyfician 

has lived to litt)e purpofe, who does not leave his 

profefIion in a more impro\1'ed ftate than he found 

it. Let us remember, t}lat our obligati3ns to add 

fomething to the capital of medical knowledge, are 

equally binding with our obligations to praB:ife 

the virtues of integrity and humanity in our 

intercourfe \vith our patiellts.. Let no ufeful faCl: 

therefore, however inconfiderable it-- may appear, be 

kept back fronl the public ey~; for tIlere are mites 

ID feieIlce as \\·eII as in cllarity J ;'\11d the rernote 

c:onfequences of both are of ten alike important and 

beneficiaI. FaCls are the morality of medicine. _ 

They are the fame in all ages and in all countries. 

They have preferved tlle 'works of the immortal 8y

denham from beillg deftroyed by their mixture with 

his abfurd theories; and under all the revolutions in 

fyftems that \Vill probably tlke place hereafter, the 

faas which are contained in Dr. CulIen's works, wiU 

conil:itute the bdl: fecurity for t~leir fafe and grateful 

reception by futu re ages. 

Ill. Human nature is ever prone to extremes. 

While \ve celcbr~tte the praifes of Dr. Cullen, let us 

t~~ care left we chcck a fpirit of free inquiry, by toe 
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creat a regard for llis authority in medicine. I well 

relnember an obfcrvation fuited to our prefent ptlrpofe 

wllich he dcllverc({ ill llis introduClion to a courfe of 

leClures 011 tIte Itlftitutes of lVlccllcine in the year 1766. 

After fpeaking of tlle IOIlg COlltinued and extenuve 

clnpire of Galell ill tllC fchools of pllyfic, he faid, " It 

" is a great difadvant~ge to any feienee to 113ve been 

" improve({ by a great malt. His authority impoCes 

" irldolence, tilnillity, or illolatry upon all who come 

c, after llim." -Let lIS avoid thefe evils in ()ur venera

tioLl for Dr. (~ullel1. To helicve ia great men, is of ten 

as great all obJl: acle to the progrefs of kno\'\·ledgc, as 

to belicve in witclles alld conjurers. It is the image 

wor{]lip of fcien~e; for error is as much arl attribute 

of lnan, as tIle {le lire of happinefs; and I thitlk I hayc 

obfervetl, tllat tIle errors of great men partake of the 

dimenfiolls of tllcir nlill(ls, aIld are oftel1 of a greater 

m~gt1itude trlan the errors of mell of inferior Ul1dcr

fiaridil1g. Dr. I3rO\\"ll has proved tlle imperfetl:ion of 

hUlnan getlills, by extetldillg fOlne parts of Dr. Culletl'! 

fyftCll1 of l)}ly(ic, atld by correCl:ing fome of its defe8s. 

But Ile hJS lefr nluch to be dOlle by llis fucceffors. Ife 

has even bcqucatllcd to t11cln tlle labor of removing 

the errors he has llltroduced into medicine by his ne· 

gleB: of all in1 portall t princi ple ill tIle at1 inlal recono-
, 

my, aJld by 11 is igl10rallce of the llifi:ories alld fyrnp-

tOlns of (lifeafes. Pcrllaps 110 fyftem of medieille ~an 

be perfcCl:, wllilc tllerc exifis a fingle difcaf~ wllich wc 

dl) 110t know, or C,lnll0t cure. If tllii be true, tIletl a 
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complete fyftem of nledicine canllot be formed, till 

Ameri~a has furnifhc(l defcriptions and cures of all 

her peculiar difeafes. rrlle U :lited St:ltes Il;lVC improv

ed the feienee of civil govenlment. The fr«:etlom of 

our conftituttons, by imparting vigor alld indepen

denee to the mind, is favourable to bold alld original 

thinking upon all fubjell:s. Let us avail ourfelves 

therefore of tllis political aid to Ollr refearches, alld 

endeavour to obtain hitlories c:nd ClIres of all our dif. 

eafes, that we rnay thereby contribute nur part to

wards the formation of a complete fyfi:eln of medieinc. 

As a religion of fome killd is abfolutely Ileceirary to 

promote morals ; fo fyftems of medicirte of fome kind, 

are equally neceffary to produee aregular mode of 

praClice. They are not on]y neceffilry, but unavoida

bl€ in medicine; for no phytician, nay more, no empire, 

prall:ices without them. 

The prefent is all age of grcat ilnprovelnent. WhiIe 

the Jpplicatioll of reafo11 to ille 'fciences of gOyernlnent 

and religioll, is <.Iaily melioratll1g the cOlldirion of marl

kitld, it is agreeable to obf~rve the il1fll1e11ce of medi

Citle, in l~fl~ning IlU!nall mifery, by abating the mor

tality or violencc of many diCl;!afcs. The decrees of 

heavell al)pear to be fulfilling by natural means; and 

if no anelent prophecies 11aJ declared it, the late nu

merOllS dif,overies in medicirle would authorize us to 

fay, that the time is apprcaching, when not only ty

ranny, JiftOrd and fuperftition fhaU ecafe from our 

\\'orld, but wllell (life~\fes filal1 be unknowfi, or ceafc 
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to be incurable ; and when old age {hall be the only 
outlet of human Jife, 

" Thus Ile3venward all things tend." 

In that glorious æra, cvery difcovery in medicine {hall 

meet with its fuJI reward; and the more abundant -gn .. 
titude of poftcrity to the name of"Dr. eullen; GlaD 

then bury in chlivion the f«ble attempt of this day to 

comply with your vote to perpetuate his fame. 

AN EULOGIUM UPON DAVID RJTTE~ROUSE, I.AT. PaEllBKJfT o,. 

THE AMERICAN PH~L~SOPilICAL SOCI~TY; DELlyaaKD •• -

FO~t E THE S\>CIE T y I~ THE FIRST PaES.\·TÆIt IAN Cau.clI IX 

HIGH·ST RKET, PH11 •• '!)~LPHI.A, ON TRK 11TH r~&~~~.K •• 

1796, AGREE.'BL Y TO APPOINTME2':T, AND PU.LIS •• D AT Ta. 

aEQ..U.ST OF THE SOCIETY • 

• 

Gentlemen of the P.hiloflph~~QI Socid'tt 
Fritnds a11d CoileagutJ, 

W E are airembled this day up on a mournful 

occafion. Death has made an inroad 

upon our Society. Our illuftrious and beloved PRE

SIDENT, is no :nore. RITTENHOUSE, the ingenious, 

the modeft anll the wife-RITTENHOUSE, the friend 

of God 2~ld man, is now 110 more !--- For this, 

tlle temple of Scicl1ce is hung in mourning-for this, 

our eyes 110W ,lrop a tributary tear. Nor do we weep 

alolle.-rrhe UIlited States of Ameriea fympathize in 

Ollr grief, for his 11:'lme gave a fplendor to the America~ 

charaCler, and tlle friends of humar.ity in diftant part' 
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of the "TorldJ uJlite \,,.ith lIS ill )~illCllt il1g Otlr comlll0n 

Iofs-for he belol1gcd to the wllol~ hUlll .. 11l r:lce. 

By your ,·ote to perpet11ate t)le mcniol1~ of t)lis grcat 

and good malI, ycu 11:l\'C nl;l,lc a laullahJe att(-Jl'lpt to 

refeue philofopllers fronl tIleir ]1 u nlbl(! ra!lk in t11e 

hiftoryof nlankilld: It is to tliel11 lve O\\lPe our kno\v., 

ledge and pOITtllioll of moll: of tlle necc1fJri~s and 

conveniences of lif~. 1'0 procure tllefe bJcfMngs for 

us, "they triol their midnigIlt lal11p: and Jlang o'er 

the fickly taper." For. us, thcy traverf~ difhnt regions, 

ex}S?fe tllemfc]ves to tlle inc}cnleJlcic:s of the ,\"e~tl1er,. , 
mingie with fa,·ag~s and beafts of prey, 3!ld in fome 

mR;J11CeS, e\iince their love of feieIlce and Jlunlal1iry 
• 

by tIle faci-ifice of their li\1rcs. 

The ami~ble philofophcr whofc talents and virtues 

are to be tl1e fubjeCl of t11:: foIJo"riJlg: clilogiuln, is 

entitled to an uncomnlOl1 portioll IJf 011r gratitudc ;tnd 

praife. He acquir~ll Ilis kll()\\!!~dbC at tIlc expcllfc of 

Ullconlnlon exert!(1TlS, 11e p~Tfornle(l r~r\'iccs of UliCOfil

mOll difficulty, arlo fill]U y J.t: irll1):~ ire\l llis Jle~ltll, dlld 

pr(lllably (hortened llis life, by th~ ~::i!t);· (;f lii~ 11udies 

111d l~bors for the benefit {Jf r,~:ulkind. 

III attemptillg to difellarge t~lC diilicult and pail~ful 

(lut)· you have afiigllC(! to nle, it ,\,ili 11:: ncccfl~lry to 

~ive a {]lort acc('unt of tIle life of .1\J r. R ittl-'1111oufc, 

irlafrll\lCll as feveraI of tl1c n1011 ill!c r~'fling l)arts of lli.b 
cllarac.tt:r are illtinlat~·~~ .. cOl1ncct~~1 \\,ith it. 

J 
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T!l~ v:Uage of Germantown in the neighboUThood 

of this city, had the honor of givio~ birth to this dif

t!n~tlitll:tl philofopher on the 8th day of April, in the 

yeu I 73 2• His anceftors migTatcd from Holland 

ab.mt the begiomng of the prefent cClltury. They 

werc difiinguifilcd, tvgcther with his parents, for· 

probity, induftry) :md fimple manners. It is from 

fources tIlus pure and retired, tllat thofe talents arid 

,·irtues have been chiefly deri,·ed, v,·hich haxe in all 

agcs ertligiltened the world. TIley prove by their hum

ble o:-igiIl, that the Supreme Beillg has not furren(lered 

up t'te direaion of human affairs to the advantages 

acquired by accillent or vice, a:ld tliey bear a conftant , 
and faitllful teftinlony of his impartial goodnefs, by 

th~ir n~ce1ralY alld regular in8uence in equalizing the . 
condition of mal1kind. This is the divine order of 

tlliIlgS, and every attempt to invert it, is a weak and 

ullavailing effort to ' .... eft the goverl1mcllt of the world 

from the han(ls of God. 

The earJy part of tIle life of Mr. Rittenhoufe waa 

fpellt ill agricultural elnploymeJlts un(l~r tlle eye of 11is 
flther, in tIle COUllty of Montgonlery, t\Vellty nliles 

from Philadelpllia, to \\rhi,h place he relnoved durin~ 

tlle chilJllood of llis Son. It was at this place his 

l>eculiar gellius firft llifcovered itfelf. . His plough, the 

fCllces, alld eve11 tlle f1:o11es of t}lC field ill w}licl1 he 
,,"orke{l, were frequelltJy markec{ \vith figures whicll 

,tcIlote<! a taleilt for 111atllcnlatical fiu({it's. lT pOll 

Yy 
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fil1ding tllat tl1e na!ive delicacy of ]lis COllftit\ltio!\ un. 

fitted hinl for the labors of hufbandry, his pareIlts 

confented to his learning tIle trade of a clock 311d 

mathematical illfirument maker. In acquiring the. 

knowledge of thefe ufeful arts, he was his own inftrllc

tor.-They ~fforded him great delight, inafmucll as 

they favoured his difpofition to inquire into tlle pril1-

ciples of n~turaJ pllilofoph}" .-Col1ftallt elnployment of 

any kind, even in the praaice of the me,:hll1ical arts,. 

has becn found, in mal1Y inftances, to 2llmiriifter '''igor 

to human genius. Franklin ftudied the laws of natl;re, 

while he handled his printing types. TI}c fatIler (,f 

Rouffeaø, a je\\~eller at Geneva, beC:llne acquaintf:d 

with the pril1ciples of llationa1 jurifprudeJlc,!, by' lifte.n

ing to his fOll whilf: he read to him !.r: his ihop, the 

"Torks of Grotill~; al1(1 Pu{fendorf; 311d Herfchel 

cOllceived the great ijea of a llew plat1et, ,,"hile Ile 

exercifed the llulnble !office of a ml\fician to a mare,hin, 

regilnellt. 

It was durillg the refidencc of our ingenious philo .. 

fopher wlth his father in the COulltry, that he made 

himfelf mafier of Sir Ifaac Newtort's PritlCipia, \vI1jell 

he tcad il1 the Englifh tranflatiofl of Mr. rvIf)tt. It 

was llcre like\\·ife he bccame aC(luaint~(1 \vith tlle fci

ence of Fl'uxions, of which fublime itlVention Ile 

belicvcd 11i111felf for a \~{llile to be tile author, nor dill 

Ile k110\V for fame ycars aftcrwards, tllat a COlltcfi h~d 

been carrie(l on b~twecn Sir Ifaac Newton all<{ Leibllitz, 

for tl1c hOllor of that grcat an,! ufeful difeovery. 'W·hat 



D' VID ltITTENHOl'SE. 

a mind was here! Without literary friends 

or fociety, and with but two or three hooks, he became, 

before he had reached his four and twentieth year, the 

rival of the two greateft mathematicians in Europe! 

• 
It was in thia retired fituation, and while employed 

in working at his trade, that he planned and executed 

allorrery, in which he reprefented the revolutions of 

tlle heavenly bodies in a matlner more exten6ve and 

complete, than had beefi done by all1 former aftrono

mers. A eorret\: defcription of tllis orrery drawn up 

by the Rev. Dr. Smith, is publifhed in the fira: volume 

of our rrranfaaions. ~rhis mafter-piece of ingellio~s 

mecllanifm was purchafed by the college of New-]erfer. 
A fecond was made bv him, after the {ame madel, for 

6 

the ure of the college of Phil;tdelphia. It now forms 

part of the philofophic3J apparatus of the U niverfity 

of PennfylvalliJ., where it ha-J for many years com

m:lnded the admiratioll of the ingenious and th~ 
learJlell, from every part of tlle \vorid. 

'"rile reputation he deri\~ed from the conftruCl:ion 

of this orrery, as \Ylell as his geIleraI charaCler for 

rJl~thematical kno\vledge, :1ttraCled the notice of his 

fellow-citj~ens ill Pcnnfyh-allia, and in fevcral of the 

11eighbourillg flates, but tIle difcovery of llis uncomOlon 

merit beloliged chi~fly to his brotller .. in-Iaw, t}le Re,,·. 
~Ir. Bartol1, Dr. Smith, and tlle late l\Ir. John Lukens, 

~111 ingenious lnlthetnaticiall of tllis city. Tllefc gen .. 

tlenl~:l fully ~lpprcc:at\!{l jlj~ talt'nts, and Ul1ited i:l 



.AN I,ULOGIUM UPON 

urgillg him to r~nlove to Philadelphia, in order to 

~nlarge llis opport.nitics of inlprovenlcnt arid ufcfuI

nefs. He yielded with reluClallce to th~ir advice, and. 

exchanged his beloved retirenlent in the COulltry for 

this city, in the year 17 jO. Here he continued for 

fever.l years, to follow l1is occupatioll of a clock and 

mathematical inftrurncnt maker. He cxcelled ill botll 

branches of that bufinefs. His m~tl1ematical infiru

ments have been efteemed by good judges to be fupe

rior in accuracy and ,,~orkinaIlf11ip to any of the [allle 

kind that 11ave been imported from Europe. 

About the time Ile fettled in Philadelll11ia, Ile 

became a member of our Society. His lirfi conlnlU

nication to the Society was 3 calculation of tIle tral1tt 

of Venus as it was to happen on the 3d of J une, I j 69, 

in 40Q north latitude, and 5 110uri \~~cfllong~tude from 

Greenwich. He was one of ~ comn-!ittee appointed 

by tlle Society to obfereve in tl1e tO\Vnfllip of Norri

tOIl, tllis rar~ occurCl1CC in t]lC rcvo!utiol1, of tl1at 

plallet, and bore all aclivc part ill the l)rcF,arat~oll~ \vllich 

,,"erc 111ade for tIl-at PUT!10fe. Of t111s Dr. Emitll \\: l~o 

"tas Iike~tife of t!lc.committec, 11:lS left 311 110110ura

b!e r~c:(rd, ill tl1e 11ifi.ory of tllClt cvent v/hicll is pllb

] i fl 1 e (Ilt l the fi r fl: \r o III n 1 e o f tI ~ e t r (: n r u.:.t i () n s o fOll r 

50 ~~ i c t ~r • ' , . .l\ S 1\-1 r . Ri t te 11110 11 f:~ 's ti \\t e] l i 11 g (fa y stIl e 

DoEtor) i) about t\venty nliles 110' tIl \vett fro111 rl1ila .. 

(lc]I,11ia;, our otll\!rengagen'lents di<l Ilot pcrniit l\lr. Lu

ke:: 5 cr lnyfc lf to pay much attrntioll to the 11cccfl:lry 

r·rc11Jr~',tiri1s; but \\'e kl~ew tllat \\'t' I:~td ijltrlin~d tL\..'lTl 

• 
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to a gentleman on the fpot [meaning ftfr. Rittenhou(e] 

W}lO had, joilled to a complete &ill ill InechanicI, 

ro extenfive an aftronORlica) .. and mathematical know-, 

ledge, that tlle ufe, management and even C011ftruC· 

tion of the apparatu~, were perfetlly familiar to hirne 

1-"he IJUtlable paiIlS he had takcn in thefe material 

articlcs wilJ heft appear from the wark itfelf, which 

Ile hath committl!d illto nlV hands, with Cl modeR: 
• 

introlluCl:ioJl, giving n1e a liberty with them, which 

l1is OWll accuracy, tafte and abilities leave no room 

to exercife. 

'Ve are llaturally led here to take a view of our 

philofopller_ \"iitl1 l1is atlociates in their preparations 

to obferve a pll'ænOmerloll which had Jlever.been -feen 

but twice before by al1Y inllaLitant of our earth, 

which would never be feen again by auy perfon then 

livil1g, all"l 011 wllicl1 depel1ded ,rer y, ilnportant aflro-

110111ical COIlfcqucl1ces. TIIC lliglit before the long 

expetl:cd day, was probably p311c(1 in a degree of 

ft)]icitude \vhicl1 prec~tlded fleep. I-Iow great muft 

l1JVC bcCtl thcir jay wllen thcy behcld tile nl0rlling 

fUll, " anti tll~ w110le horizoIl \\,itllout l CIO\ld ;" for 

fuell is tl1C (lefcriptioll of tllc {lay given by Mr. 

l~ittcnllou[t! ill tlle rer,ort rcferred to by Dr. Slnith. 

111 P~11fivc filence, atld trenlbling anxiety, tIley wait

e,l for tlH! prediåell lnOlnent of obfervatiorl; it 

C:lnle, llld brougl1t witll it all that 113d bcen wifiled 

for atld expet~tcd by thofl! ,"~}lO faw it. Itl our 

r1li!ofoper, it cxciteu ill tlle itlfi.al1t of Olle of tI1C 
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contaa~ of the p!~llet \,-ith tl:~ fun, an ('n1ction of 

tlelight fo cxquifit\! and powerful, as to illduee 

fainting. F!'!lis ,ri!l rcadil}4 bi! bclic\7ed by tilofe ",ho 

have knOW11 the exttnt of t!lat pleafure ,vltlch attcllds 

the difcovery, or firft per~cp1ion of trutIl. SOOII 

after this ev~nt, we lind him atl:ing 3S oae of Cl com

mittee appointed to obfenye the tranGt of M~rcury 

on the 9th of Novemb~r in [he faln~ year. 1·}lis 

was Jikcwif\, c!one at NorritoIl, An aCCOullt of it v.r a5 

drawl) up, and puh!ifllCd at tIle requell: of the conl· 

mittet! by Dr. Smith. A millute Iliftory of tI le \\9hoie 

(lf t!lcf~ e,"ents, in ,\=-llich l\fr. Rittel1Iloufe COlltillllCd

to :la a diftiJlguillied p:irt, is gi,'en ill our tranfacti

ons. It \,·as reccived \vith great fatisfaclioll hy , tlle 

aftronOf.lerS or Europe, and COlltributed muell to 

r.li[;! the charatler of our then illfant COulltry for 

aftronomlca! 1;':lo\f'Iedg~. 

III tl1~ ~yeClr I 7i 5, he ,vas appoir~tet! to COITtpofc! 

2nd deli\·cr tllC allil1.1:11 oratioll L~:0!·e our fociety. 

The fub!cå of it, \"f"CiS tIl\! hiftorv' of ~frru11onlv. 1"'Ilt: 
J J J 

l.l!16U~1gc of tr-.is oratio:l is fimp1~ J but t!lC f':11tin1cl1ts 

contai!lCd ill it are i:l;21!iOU5, or!~~i!l·.l!) and ill [OfilC 

illila:l~"~S fu~li:l1~. It \'-as d~li\·~:·~d lil a fetb]c \'oice, 

all<.l \\,.it!loUt ~1!1\r of tIle a(~Valit::~S of oratGrv, but 
~ ~' -

it COlnnl"11d,-~J 110t\\9i:llflltldillg, the nl~ft prOfOU!ld 

att~Ilti()n, ~!ld \\"J.5 f\.11!o\\·cd by tllliverfal aclnllr:lt!Oll , 

,. --, c 
00J~C.l U ... 
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~t\.tteml)t~ have heet1 nl ade to depreciate this bratlch. 

of natural philofolJhy, by denying its utility, 311d ap

plication to humatl afflirs.-The opinion is an unj 11ft -

one~ and as it "cn(ls to cOl1vey a Jimited idea of the ta

]eIlts of i\fr. ltittcnlloufe, I llope I fuall be excufed in 

ttyil1g a fc\v ~l'or(Is in favour of tl1is fcience. 

It is to ~ftronomy '\\"e are indebted for our know

!euge of navigatioll, by which mearlS tl1e difF~rent 

pa.rtsof our globe llave bcen difco\<rercd, and afterwards 

ccnlented togetIler by the nlutual wants arH.l obligations 

-of COml)lerce. 

It "ras afironomy that taught reanl:ind the art of 

. prcditlirJg an{{ explaitling eclipfes of t11e SUll and ~ioOtl, 

.. l!),l t!1ereby delivered them from the fuperflition which 

ill tl1e early ages of the world, -~·as corineCl:ed with. 

thore phænomena of natu{c. , 
. 

\\~ e are t:ught by afrronomy" to correCl aur ideas 
., 

(,f tllC vifible 11CaV~11'3, and thus by difcov-ering t~!\~' 

fLlllacy of tllC fim1l1e evidence of our fenfcs, to call tr) 

their aill, the uf~ of our rc:afon, in dCclding upon JIt 

rnatcrial objetls of l1umall kllO\vlcJgc-. 

A!ho.!1omy dcIi\'crs the rnirid from a gro\'c~ing 

attacl1n1cnt to tl1c purfu its 3Jld pleaf urcs c f tflis ,vorld. 

" rr~ke tIle mifer (fays our philofopl1e~" ill his era. 

tion) from the e:ntl', if it be poiIible Jift:ngage him 

-he whofe ni~ht1y ren: has been 19n9 brtlkcn by the 

Jofs of a fing!e foot of it, ufcldJ pcrhap,; to him; 

all(l r~:novc llim to the l)lall(lt t 1\larsJ on(~ of tllc le"il 

• 
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.diil:ant frøm us-Perfuade the ambitio_us monarch to 

accompany hiOl, who has facri~d the lives of thou .... 

. f;;tnds of his fubjelb to an imaginary property in cer .. 

tain fmall portions of tlle earth, atld p!lint out tllis 

~cll·th. to them, with all its kingdoms and wealtll, a 

a glittt:ring ftar, clofe hy the moon, the latter fcarcc 

vifible. arId tl1e form~r, lefs bright t!l:ln our evening 

ftar.-They would tllrn away their difgufted fight 
- ,. 

frpm -it, 110t thinking it wort4 their fmlli eft atten-

tion, and feek for confolatiorl) in the gloonlY regions 

of Mars.". 

Once more-the ftudy of aftronomy has t!le nlcft 
friendly influenc~ upon morais, and religi?n. "Yes,'J 

(fays our philofopher in another part of his ora .. 

tion) "the direCl: tend_ency of this feienee is to dilate 

the heart with univerfal benevoleNce, and to enlarge 

it3 views. It flatters "no princely vice, nor national 

depravity. . It enco1jrag~s not the libertine by relaxing 

any of the precepts of morality, nor does it attempt 

to underOline t.ht! foundations of religion. It dellies 

nOl1e of tll0fc attI ibutes, \v}li CII tIl\! wifen: and heft 

ofmankind have 'in all ages afcribed to the DcitY. 
Nor dacs it d~grade t!le 11\lman milld from that 

di~nity which is ever neceHary to make it contemplate 

iljt'!! with complaccncy. Nane of thefe things does 

aftrorlomy pretend to, ard if thcfe things mel'it the' 

name of philofophy, and the eneauragement of a 

people, then let fcepticifm flourifh, anel aftronomy lie 

negleaed.-Let the llames of Bilrkley and Hume 
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h~conle immortal, and that of Newton be loft in ub
livion. "-

The foUowing is a liR: of Cuch of Mr. Rittenhoufe's 
other public3tions as are contmled in the three VG

Jumes of our tranfaB:ions. 

Obferv~tioDS of the comet which appeared in Jane 
and July liio, with the elements ofits motion ud 
the trajeClory of its path, in a. letter to- Dr. WiIJiam 

Smith. 

An eary method of- deducing the true; time of the 
fun's paffing the meridian, by means of a clock. 

fr~m a cODlparifon of four equal attitudes, obfervecl 

on two fucceeding days, -without the help of the 

cquation tab les, com~uniC3ted by Dr. William Smith. 

An expJanation of an optic)c deceptiOD, name1y, 

mat the furfaces of bodies viewed through the double 

microCcope, fometimes appear to . be reverfed, that is. 
thofe parts which are devated {eem depre1fed, and .. 

the contrary. 

An account of a remarkable meteor obr~rved at Phi. 

ladelphia on the 3 I fl: of OOober, 177 S, with fame 

conjetlures relative to the theory of meteors, in 
anfwer to a letter from John Page, Efq. giving an 

account of the fame meteor feen Ul man)' diftant 

places in Virginia. 

Z:a 



Conje8ures, corroborated by experiments, re1ati~~ 
to 3 new theory of magnetifm; in a letter to Jobn 

Petge, Efq. of \7irginia. 

A new methoJ of placing a meridian mark for a 

tranGt inftrwnent within a few feet of the obfenatory. 

ro as to have all d.e advantages of one placed at a great 

difbJace; in·alctter to the Rev. Dr. John EwiDg. 

ObCenations OD a comet difeøYcred iD the month 

of January 1784-

An expbnation of a canons optiol phznomenoD, 

DUDely, if ~ cmole or other luminous body be view~ 
ed . tbrough a f!lk umbreUa, bandkercluef or the like, 

- the luminous body wiU appear to be doubled ; in a 

- letter to Francis HopkinfOD, Efq. 

A feries of obfervations made at fundry times in 

. the years 1784, aS, and 86 on the new planet, or 

Geor&ium Sidus, alfo an obfeTVation of the tranfit .. 

. of Mercury over tlle Sun's di1k on tlae 12th of No

YCnlber 1782. 

All aCCOullt of tJlree houfes in Philadelphia ftruck 

with lightning on the jth of JUlle 1789. 

_An account of the eiFetls of a ftroke ef )jgll.tllitJg 

upon ~ houfe furnithed with twa mctallic conduClors 

on tIle 17th of A u~uftl' 1789; in a letter to 1\'1 r. 
Robert Patterfon. 
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Aftronomical obfervations made at P1Uladelphia, 

containing an account of the ec1ipfc of the Moon on 
the 2d of November 1789. 

An -account of the tranfit of Mercury over the, 
Sun's difk, on the 5th of November 1789. . -

An account of~he eclipfe of the SUD, on the 'the 
, 

of November l 790, with an account of correfpond-
• 

. ing ohfervatiol!s, made at the univerlity of William 
• 

and Mary,- in .Virginia,. hy Dr. J. Madifon, and at 

Wafhington college, ill Maryland, by the Rev. Dr. . . 

~ Smith. ., 

S~ort, and elegant theorems for finding the {um of 

the feveral powers of.the lines, either to a r~dius of 
UIlity ~ or any other; in a lettet tQ l\fr. Robert 

Paterfon. 

An account of a comet .ifcovered in the month 

of Januaty 1793; ill a letter to l\fr. Robert Patterfoh. 
, 

Befides thefe publications, our fociety is in pof-

feffion of ,the folJowiI!g commuJlications from' Mr. 

Rittenhoufe, ,vhich are now in the prefs and will 

be fpeedily publifhed in the fourth volum: of our tranf. 

actiollS. . 

A method of determilling the true plane of a planet 

in an eliptical form by converging feriesJ direClly fr-om 
tl1e l'!'~ean a 11'0 In al y • 

• 

A new and cåry method of ca1culating lOlarihims j 
-111 a letter to Mr. Rcbert ratterfon~ 
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" A defcription of an improvement OD pendulum 
c1ocks, by which the error arifing from the different 

denfity, or refiftance of the medium in which the 

p~,nduJum vibrates, is eiFeCluaIly obviatcd. 

Laftly, experimcnts on the expanfion of wood by 
heat. 

T .l1erlts ro fpJendid, and knowledge ro prallical in 

mathenlaticks, are like nline~ of prt!cious meta)s. 

rrhey become puhlic~ property by urliverf~1 con fent. 

rfhe State of Pennfyl\yana was 110t infenfible of the; 

wealth fhe poffeffed in the mind of !\tIr. Rittenhollfe. 

She claimed him as her own, alld employed him Dl 
bufinefs of ,the moft important nature. ' 

• In the year 1779 he was appointed by the legif-

lature' of Pennfylval1ia, orie of. the COm!lliffioners for 

adjufting a territorial difpute betwecn Penrlfylvania 

- and Virginia, and to his talents, moderatioIl and 

firmnefs, were afcrihed in a great degree, tlle fatif

faClory termination, of that OllCC at~rnlillg COlltrO\'crfy' 

~11 the year J 785 • 

In l7 i4 11C affifl:~{l ill deterlllinillg tl1c ICllgtll. of 

five degrees of longitude fronl a 110itlt 011 tll~ Dela

\\"are, ill order to fix the "peileril limits of }>eJ1Il

fylvania. 

In 1786, llC was eml,]oye(\ ill fixin~; tllc !·!ortl~t.:l'n 

Jille Wllich divi(ies Penl1fylvll1ia frul~l N <:.,"-Y <..'1 k. 
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But the ap_p1icati~ll of his talenta and bowJedge 

to the fcttlcmcnt of territorW difputes, was not con

fin~d to his native flate. In the year 1769, he wu
cmp!oyed in fettliug the limits betwecn New-jener 
and New-York, 2nd in 1787 he w:as caIled upon to 

affift: in fixing the boundary line betwccn the States 

of l\13fr~chufctts and New-York. This bft bufincfs
which ,,~.s cxccuted with his ufual precifion and 

int~gtity, was his farewel peacc oirering to the union 

and happinefs of his Country. 

In his ~xcur6ons thro~h. the wildemefs, he anied 

with ~im his habits of iBqui~ and obfcnatioø_ 

Ni)thing in our mountains, foils, rivers, and fpringa 

efcaped his nobce. It is to be lamented .. that his _ pri
vate letters, and the memori~ of his frlends, are ~ 

only records of what he c~llea:ed upon there occafi

ons. Ph.ilofopl1er, or naturalift, whofoever thou art I 

thar llla)t hereafter tra,,·erfe the unfrequented woods 

(lf our nate, forget 110t to refpeCl: the paths, firft marked. 

by the feet -of t1ii~ ingenious, and faithful fervant of tlle 

public. Horiour the fountains confecrated to feienee 

by ~lis fkilfullland, and illhale with double pJe.afure 

the pure atmofpllcr\! of the mountairjs, OD WllicJl he 

rencwcd hi~ acquaint3J1Ce with the canopy of heavell, 

after paflillg w)lole wceks in forefts Co fhatly, as to 

conceal from hilll the rays of the fUll. Alld citizens 

of l)~llnfylvaniaJ fri\!llds and patrolls of literatl!re, be 
grateful for his ferviccs. Let tlle remembrlllce of 

tll\!m be dear to the prefent generatioD, and let a part 
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of the flate diftinguifhed' in a nlore efpr i
_ ~~! mantler 

for its rcfources in natural knowlt:dge, bt .. ",.; l~is 11a.llC 

with -honor to the lateft pofterity. 

In the year J i91, he ,,'as chofen fucceffor to Dr. 

Franklin in L'te chair of our fociety. III this elevated 

ftation, the higheft that philofoph'y can confer in our 
. -

country, his condutt "9as marked by its ufttal line of 

propriet y and- dignity. Ne\~cr did the artificial pomp 

of ftation command half the refpeCl:, \vhich followed 

his unaifuming manners in the difcharge of the public 

duties of this office. Y ou wili of ten recollea" gentle

men, with a mixture of pleOifure and pain, the delight ... 

ful eyenings you paifed in the fociety, every time 

I.e prefJded in four meetings. They \\'ere uniformly 

dtaraaerized by ardor in the purfuits of fcience, Uf

banity and brotherly killdnefs. His attacl11nent to the 

interefts -of the fociety was cVillCe() foon after Ile accept-
• 

rd of the Prefident's cbair, by a donation of thrce llun-

.red pounds. 

But his talcIlts an(l k~o\\'ledge \vere not l;mitc(1 to 

mathe~atical or material fubjecls; llis n~il1d was a 

rep o fi tory of t11e kno\\·]edge of ~ll ages alld C01.111trlts. 

I-Ie had early alld deeply fludie'l !noft of the ditterel1t 

f~Tftenls of tlleology. He \vas ,,"elI ~c{luainted \vith 

rraClical, metapl1yficks. III reading travels he toak 

grcat delig!lt. Froln thcm, 11e ({re\v a l;lrge fun(l ()f llis 

kl10\vledge of tIle natural lliflory of Gur globe. l-Ie 

r o ilc fli" <1 ta 1 e 11 t s for n) u fi c a J1 ti l' () t~ t ry, bu t t 11 en'. c:-' r e 

f t: rio u s a Il ~l 11 e c c ilå r y p u r fu i t s C' f his ! i re, p r l v eli t (I tI L i ~ 
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devoting much tilDe to the euJtiyation of them. He 

re:ld the Englifh poets with great pleafure. The mule 

of f"rhOll1fon cllarlned llilll moO:. I~e adm i red bis 

- ele~nt comhination of philofophy and poetry. How, 

~ever oppofed tllefe -ftudies may appear, tIleyalike deriyc 

tl1cir pcrfeCl:ioll frOln extenfive and accurateobfervatioDS 

of the. works of nature. -He was il1timate]y acquainted 

witll the French, German and Dutch Ianguages, tlle 

two former of which he acquir~d without the affiftal1ce 

of. a mafter. ~ey fcrved the valuahle purpo(e of 

conveyi!lg to him the difco.veries of foreign n;:.tions, aDd ' 

thereby enabled llim to' profecute his ftudies with .more 

advantage, in his native language. 

In fpeakitlg of Mr. Rittenhoufe, it has been commoll 

to lalnent his want of wllat is called a libera! education. 

- W ere education '\That it fhOllld be, in our public 

felnillaries, tllis would have been amisfortune, b.ut 

conducred as it is at prefent, agreeably to tlle fyftems 
adopted in Europe in the fifteel1th .century, I am (I~f .. 
pofed to believe that llis exteIluve kllowledgc, and fplen

dill cl).araEter are to be afcribed chiefly . to hii· havin, 

efcaped tI le perllicious illfluenee of n10nkifh learning up-

ort Ilis mind in earJy lift!. I-Iad the ufual forms of a _ 

public educatioll in tIle lT11ited States becn ilnpofcd 

UPOll r,im; itlfl:eacl of revolving througll life in a ·pJarie .. 

tary orbit, Ile would probably llave confumed tlle force 
4l 

of llis genius by Butterillg arOU11d tIle blaze of an even-

ing taper. Rittttnllouf~ tIle pllilofopher, and one of tlle 

lunlinaries of the ei~htccntl1 ccntury, might lllve fpent 
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his hours of fludy in compofing fyJlogiCms, cr in mea

furing th~ feet of Greek and Latin poetry. 

It wi)) be hononblt to the citizens of the United 

States, to add. tbat th~ were not infenfible of tlle me ... 
ø _ 

rit of our philofopher. InventioDs and impro,·ements 

in evcI'J art and fcience, were frequendy fubmitted to 
his examinatioD, and were afterwards patronifed by the 

public, 3ccording as ther were' approved of by hirne 

Wherever he waot, he -met wlth public refped, and 

printe attentions. But his reputation was 110t con

fi~d to his native country- His name was kno,,·n :lnd 

adnured in every region of the earth, wherc feienee 

ånd genius 2re cultivated and refpeaed.-
, 

Sum }iVCre the taknts and l~owledge) Mld fuch the 

fame, of aur d~parted - Prefident' His virtues now 

. demaild our trihute cf praife. -Atld Ilere", I am -iefs at Cl 

Jofs to' know what to fay, thaT! wh:lt -to lea,"e unfaid. 

'V'e have hitlIerto beheJd hirn as a phiJofopher, foaring

like the eagle,' until our'eyes have been dazide~ by bis 

. near 31'proaches to the fune_ \\r e {hall no,v contemp!atc 

Ilim at a lers diftance, and bel101d 11iln i~l the familiar 

char:liler of a man, fulfilling his various duties, in their 

Utl110ft extent. If 3!lY thing 11~s been iaid of his 

ff T!lC d.egrce of malter of Arts "as COOfCTTf:J UrQ;} him oy the College 

.r rhil3dc:lphia, in Jj6f. The tårr.e dcgree \\9as con!c.rred upon him by 

the ColJege of \ViHiam and !\f.lry, in Virgir'ia, in J784- In the year 

,-;S9' he received the . d~~rce ut Doa~.r of J.-aws from the Colltge of 

New-]crfcy. _ Ile "-:lo; fJ~{h~d a Membcr of the A\llCrican AcaJtmyof 

r\~3 IIlld S"lt:nces at BQtl:on in 1 i~' J a;ld of the RO)'Jl Society in Lon4oll 

• l J i 9 5· 
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tafertt9 . ind knowledge that hu excited· attentioD, or 
kin,lled de6res in the younger ~em6ers of our fociety. 
to purfue hIm in his path øf honor, ler me ~queft them 
not to fotfakt! me here. Come, and learn by his nt), 
amp)~J to be gooC, as well as great. . '}fll virtuel 
furnifh the moR: fhining models for Jour imitation, fot 

. tbey were never obfcuted in aLY 6tuation or ftage nE' 
his life, by a fingle cloud of weainefs or yicf. As the 
fouTce of thefe virtuel, whether of a publit O!'.l'ri"ate 
nature, I {hail tidl: mention Ilis exalted fenf~ el moral 
obligdtioll, founded upon the revelation of the perfec- " 
tions of the Supreme Deing. '!'his .;para from1baDf 

paifages in ~is oration, and· from his private letten to 

his friends. In his oration we tind the following pio_ 
fentiment. "Should it pleafe that Almighty Po~ 

who hath placed us in a world in ~hich \Ve are onl1 
perlnitt.~d 'tO look about us and to die,' to indu1le Ul 

with exitlenee throughout that half of eteJ11ity which 
flil} remains llnfpent, and to cotldua us through the 

revenl ftages of his works, 1Nrt- (meaning in the ftudt 
of aftronomy) is ampJe pro!ifionmade for employinc . 
every flculty of the mind, even allowing its powers to

be cnlarged through an endlefs repetition ot ases. Let 
us not complain of ,he vanity of this world, and that 
there i. nothillg in it capable of fatisfyillg us. Happy 
in thore ·.qants-llappy in thore deLires, fotever in 
f uccdiion to he gratificd-happy in a continual ap. 
pr~ach to tAc Deity.,t 

A a a 
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cc I muft confefs that I am not one of thofe fanguiJIC 

fpirits WIlD fcem to thiJlk that when the withcred hand . 
of death has drawn up the curtain of eternity, all 

diftance bet",,·een the crcature aRd the Creator, and 

between finite and infirJite, will be annihilated. Every 
cnl~rgemcnt of our faculties-every new' happinefs 

conferred upon us, every_ fiep we advance toward. the 
Di.iIlity, wi11 very prøbabJy render us more and more 

fenfible of his inexhaufiible ftores of communicable 
blifs, and of his ina~cefIible perfetlions." 

There appears to be a n:ltural conneCl:ion betweea 

a knowledge of tha works of nature and juR: ideas of 

the diyine perfeCl:iol1s ; and if philofophers have not in 

all ages been equal1y devout \l,ith our Prefide.ct, it 

becomes us to acquire how far the beneficial inftuencc: 

of philofophy "upon religion, may have been prevented 

It Y their minds being pre-occupied ift early life witll 

the fiClions of ancient poets, and the vices of the llel

then gods. It r~main~ yet to be determined, wlleth~r 

all the moral as well as natural attributes of the Deity 

maynot be difeovered ill the forln, and reconomy' ()f 

the material \lrorl<l, and \"llether that righteoufnefs 

whicl1 deftcn(led fronl he3vell near eigl1teen hunc.lred 

years ago, may Jlot \\~ait for pllilofopllical truth to fpring 

up frorn the cartll, in order by uniting with it, to conl

mand ulliverfal belief alld obedience. Tlli5 opiniolJ, 

as far JS it rclates to Olle of the moral attributes of tllc 

11city; [CCI11S to have bccri a(lmitted by our pllilofopller 

i Il tlle follo\virlg e 1t'~al1t ;lll,l pious cxtraB: from a letter 
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to one of his friends e, give me I~ye (fays h~) to meD

tion two or three proofs of ;n6nite goodnefs in the 
worb of creation. -fhe firft is, poifcfling coOOnefs iD 

eurfelves. Now it is incollfiftent with all juft reafOD

ing to fuppofe, that ilierc is anr thing good- loyelyor 

praife-worthy in us, which is not poS-cffcd in an in
finitely higher degree by that"ing who firft caIled us 

into exiftence. In the next. place I reckon the exquiGtC 

and innocent delight that many things around liS are 

calculated toafFord liS. In this light the be~uty and lng
rance of a {jngle rofe is a hetter argument for divin~ 

goodnef. than a !uxuriant neid of wheat. For if W~ . 

can fuppofe that we were created by a malevolent Bein, 
witll a defign to tormeut us for h~s amufeDlent, he 

nluft llave fumifued us Witll the mean3 of fubfift~nceJ 

and either ha';'e ffi:tde aur conditioll toJenble, or not 

ha,·e left Ule mea!1S of qllitting it at pleafure, in our 

own power. Such bejn~ my Dpinions, you will not 

\\·o~ld~r at my fondnefs for ,,-hat Mr. Addifon calls 

'the ple:lfures of the imagination.' They are all to 

Ine, fo many demonfiratioD:) of infillire goodnef •• 

If fuch be the piOllS fruits of an attentive examina

tion of tIle works of tlle Creator, ceafe fe minifters 

of tlle gofpeJ to defeat the Jefigl1 of your benevolent 

lJbors, by int(rpofillg tlle COffirnon ftudies of the fchools 

lJet\\'tcn OUT globe, Cl 11 <{ tI le millds of young people. 

I .. ct tllcir firft ideas be tIlofe \\Y}licll are obtruded UPOIl 

tlleir f~llfl.:;, by tIle Ilal1d of liaturc. Permit the fir

Jll;!n1cnt (Jf hca,wc1l, alld the aililnal, vegetable and 



lIIinaal pmduaions of L'1e earJi, toinftrua them åa 

the wiidom and goodnefs of the Creator, ~Dd let the 
•• of phrfiG31 em upon ~eral h:.ppi:1cfs, rin,. 
"ale the clivine goyernmcnt, in p.rmitting tJ'le exif. 

tcnce of men! ml in aur world. Thus the perverCe 
paØinns or maD, may be made tounite with ftorme 
and taDpe(b, in furaifhiøg pmoEs of the coodnefs of 
the Cre_ of the wUvede. 

But the religion of Mr. Rittenhoufe, W3$ not dc~ 

rived whony from h~ know)~dge and admiratioll of 

the material worlcl. H~ believ~d in the Chriftian 

~elatiOD. Of thia, he gave many proofs, not onl, 

in the confonnity of his li~e, to the precept$ ol the 

&oCpe1t b~ in his lette" ~ C;O~ye~3~ion. I "eli 

ttcoUell in fpeakin" to me of the truth 311d excel .. 

leney of the Ouiftian ~Iigion, he m~~oned as an 

eridence of i~~ di,i~e ~rjgillJ that ~he miracl~. of 

our SaviolU' diKqc:d from aU othct mindes, in being 
enbrely of a kind and ~neyolent nat\1te. It is no 

(man triumph ~o the friend~ of Revelation to obferyc, 

in thi. age of in6dclity, that our reJig~on h2S beel1 

, admitted and even defended b.y JIlen of tlle moft ·ex
~Itcd underftADdi!lg, and of the· ftro.ngeft re3foiling 

powers. The fingle teftimony of David Rittenlloufe 

in ita favor, outweighs the det:!~matiollS of wholc 

• SåDce the pablic.ltion ofrhe Eulogium in a pa:nphlet, I hIve rrcci,,

ed the following accotlnt of Mr. RitteueJufe\s religious principirs, iD 

a letter fror.., his widow, oaced AUluft 2.oth 1791. ,~'ritat you ,,'ete 

" 'uffi(~.tly .. ~iliorize41 tg la-elf wLat '0\1 di,l rc(retling ~lr. ;{iNet:-. . 

• 
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.. the natura) e&ea of hia belie! in the relahon of . '" 

the whole human 'r~ce to each other lp • commOll 
Pather and Redecmer, he cDtbraced the whoJe famil, 
of mankind in the arma· of his benevolencc. The force 
and eKtent of tbis virt"e in his heart, -will.ppear.from 

my reading Olle more extraCl from his ·oration. I .. 

a.ware bow Dluch I f.lfer by introdUcing quotatioOl 
- . 

from ta'tat cloguent perform~ncc,. for tAef will ca{t • 
ihade qpoq an I have raid, ~r fhaU fay ~POQf dlia occca. 
Mn. 

- ,j • 

" How fa~, (f"aYs our philQfopher) tlle Hlhåbitants of. 
~ , 

the otber planets may Tefemble men, we cannot pretena 

to et-y! If like theIll ther were ereated lial;l~ to r,II,' 
yet {oDle, if ~ot all of them rnay ftiU retaill their ot:ir;i
~l·reaitud«. . Wc wilJ hope they do; the thought is 

cOIIlfortable.-:-Ceafe then Gallileo t. imprøve thy op .. 

tie tube, aqd thoq great Newton, Corbear thy ardent . 

fftrch, int~ the myfteries of nature, left ye make un~ 

wele~e di{cove~es. Deprive us not of the pleafure 

ofbelieving that YOTlde~ Qrbs, traverf~g in fiJent majef

ty the ctherial reg~ons, ~re ~e peaceful feats of inno-

,~ bouCc's reliaious princi1»les. I nQw .dd my teftirnoQ,. to what y"" 

!! have f~d, fot ,,"elI I know the gre~t truths of· religion engagei 

" m,,~h of his attfntioq, and indeed were inter\v·)ven with ahnoft everJ 

f~ ilDplrt~nt concern of his life. I do not recolleet, il in any of the· 

" .c convcr(ltions J have hld with you, I infl)rmed you, what I now do, 

,e chat Dr. i"ricets opinions refpe ain, Chriftianity were more in uniCaa 

fl witb his own, tll.!ll any others oithe divines, that Dr. Pricc's {er

u lnans W.lS the latt book. be req ~J e fred me to read to him, and that the 

Cl lall morning of his lit~, he reminded me that J h.ld not finifhed one 

••• f the DQ~lQr'l J1fcourres which I hed Llcjan the pr~eedi., evezilisa. ' •. 
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cence and blifs, where neither natu-ra} or D10ral e\'it 

has ever intrudcd, ~nd~where to e~ijoy with gratitud'. 

and adoration the Creator's bounty, is the bufinefs of 

exift~nce. If their iriliabitants refemble man in their 

fatulties and affc:8:ions, "let us fuppofe that they are wife 

cnough to govem themfelves according to the diaates 

of that reflfon, God hås given in fueIl a manner, as to 
confult their own,' and each other's happinefs upon all 

occa6ons. Bu~'if on the contrary, they have fouod it 

neceffary to ereCl: artificial fabrics of goyernment, let Ul 

J10t ,fuppofe tlle}T llave ,done it with fo little lkillJ and at 

fuch an enor'mous\ expenfeJ as to render tll~nl a rraisfor

tune, inftead of a bleffing.-We will hOI':: that th~ir 
- , 

ftatefm<:n are patriotsJ arId that tllcir kings (if that crder 

ofbeings has fOUIld admittance there) have tlle feeli;1gs 

ofliumaIlity. Happy people ! -and perl1aps more hap

py fiill, that all commUllicatioll with us is dCl1ierl. \\r c 

have llcitller corruptcd you with O1.!r vices, nor in-

j 11re(i you by ,·iolellce. NOlle of your fOl1S and daugIlters 

have been degraded from their llativc diglliry, and 

doomed to endlefs flavcry it! Amcric2, iuerely becau[~ 

their bodi~s may be difpofed to rdlcC1, or ahforb 

the nys of light, different from ours. Even you, 

illh~bitailtS of the l\Ioon, fituat:d in cur very neigh

bourhood, are cffeCl:ually fecured from the rapacious 

hands of the opprefT'ors of our globe. And the ut

mofi: e~orts of the mighty Frederick, the tyrant of 

the North,. :,md fcaurgc of m~mkind) if aimed tv dif. 

tlrrb VOllr pe~lcc bcccn1es illCO!lCci," ~blv ridiculcus J' J 

a nu illll)otCl1 t." 
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cc Pardon thefe rcOcllions. TheyariCe not from 

the gJoomy fpirit of mifanthrophy- Tbat Being, be· 
fore whofc:- piercing cye all the intricate (oldiogs of 

the human heart, hecome e~pandedJ and illup\inatcd' 

is my witncfs with what 6nceritJ, with .hat ardor 

-1 wiiJl fer th~ l!appircfs of the whoJe race 

of nl:\ll~illa.-How much I admire that difpo6tioD of 

lands and feas which atTords a communication between 

dift.1nt regions, and a metu21 exchange of benefits

Ho\\' 6ncer~Jy I apprO\ge of thore focial refinements, 

Wllich add to OllT happinefs, and illduee us with 

~titude to aclno\\~JeJge our Creator's goodnefs, and 

J10W muc!l I delight in a p3lricipation of the difeo ... 

venes made fronl time to time in nature's wark-sJ by 

our philofophi~31 brethern in Europe. But (adds our 

philofopber) whel1 I cOl16der tha~ IUIury, and her 

~onfiant foilower tynmlY, which hav~ lang 6nce laid 

the glories of AGa in the duft, are.llOW advancillg 

like a torrent, ilT~iiftible, and have nearly complet~d 

tiicir cOJlquell o,"er Europe-I am ready to wi1Ja 

---vaill \\·iflt! tJlat nature would raife her ever

laftil1g bars bet\\·een tI le 11ew and the old world, and 

make a \'oyabe !:) Europe ~i impra8:icabl\! as one 

to tlle nloon ." 

Ai "!!le!l 3 trdv~!lcr ill p3ffillg tllrough :l \\Yilder!1efs, 

iackells 11is pace to prolollg the pleafilrc of a fuddeJl 

and unexpeCled }lTofl)ccr e.f a majcftic ri,·er pO\lring its 

\\·aters dO\\'ll tlle decJiVl'jr of a c1ou::l-CJ1)'t lncunt2ir~, 

311d fl1rc.lJing fertilil y ~lnd vcrdure tllrougltottt tlle al~

jacent Tallies, f:) l\·C fcc) d;fr,nfe(l to 1)~1:!fe, ~nd fe~ft 



, 

upon the tublime feJltimenti contaiaed in the paftagt 
which I have reacl. Citizent of the Un4ed States, re. 
eeiYe and cherUh . tllem as a lecacy frem a {nend, or 
a brother. Be jun, and loofe the bands of the A&ican 
Øaft. Be wife, and render war odious in out countty. 
Be nec, by afl"uming a DCl tIonal charaCler and name, 
~d be gleatly happy, by ereCling a harriet againft the 
cerruptions in moral5, ,dvernment, anti religion, which \ 
BOW perYade aU the nations of Europe. • 

But the philanthropyof Mr. llittenhoufe did not 
eon6ft fimply ia 1riihea for the happinefs of mankind. 

He reduced this diyine principle to ptaClicc by a ferie. 
of f.ithful and dilinterefted ferYices to that part of 
hi. fellow creaturea, to which the ufefuIllers of good 
men is chiefly oonflned. His country, his beloved 
country, .aø the objea of th~ fi:ron,~ft ajFeaion$ of 

• Mr. 'Wliam Båt-toD, nephew to Mr~ Rittenhou fe, has fa'7oure" 

.. with th. following ertra& .f Il letter in September, 1755, .to hi,· 

brother .. in.-1aw, the Rey. Mr. Bartoft, whe was the friend and (,orref

poncleDt of his y-.>uth, which ihews how early arul dteply the printipl., 

.f univerf&l benevolence were fixed in his minde 

fe I would (o"ner Sive up my interetl in _ future a,te, tban be 

"ivcfted of humanity;-I mean that good will I have to the 'peeies, 

although one half of tbem a~ faid to be (0011) and almoft tbe othtr 

half knayes. lndeed I am Arml, perfl11deJ, that we are not at the 

difpo(al of a Iklnc "'ho has the lealt tinlture of ill-nature, or reCluircI 

any in us.~ You will 1iulh at this graye philofophy, or my writin, 

to you on a fubjetl ~'hlCh you have thought.r. thou{and times: but, 

lin aDr thin, that is {erious, be ridiculous ?-:-Shall we (uppo(e Gebrjel 

ffnilill~ at Newton, fur labouri.,. to demonfi.rlte whether t~. e-~rt. Jt 
.~ ren er ,Got, D,c4Iufe t~·.e f"rrner p~.linly (c •• it m.')ve 1 
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his be~lrt. 'or Iler, Ile thought,--for her, he laboured, 

~aild for her, in the hours of her difficulties and 

danger, he wept,-ill f!very ftage of the American 

revolution. Patriots of J 776, you \vill acquit me of 

exaggeration here, for you feel ill the recoUec.\ion of 

what paffed in Jour own horoms, a \\·itr,efs of the 

truth of each of thefe aifertions. The year of the de

claration of Independance, which changed our royal 

governments into Republics, produced no change in 

his political principles, for he had been educated 3 

Republ~can by llis father. I can 11ever farget the 

pleafure with which he: avowed his earIy but fecret at-. 

tachment to an eleClive and repretentative form 

of governnlent. Of tell have I heard him above twenty 

years, ago, predicl the immenfe enereafe of talents 

aIld knowledge which has beell produced by the ftrengtll 

and atlivity that have been infufed into the Ameri

can mind, by out' republican COllftitutiollS. Of ten, 

lik~wife, at the {ame remote period of tinle, have I 

Ileard lli!n anticipate with (leliglu, tlle eff~a:s of aur 

.. evol~tion in fo,-.ring the feeds of a ne\v order of 
l _ 

things in other pOlrts of the world. H~ hdievcd poli-

tieal, as well as 1110ral evil to be iJltruders illto tlle 

fociety of man-tllat ge'1cral 11appinefs ,vas the ori • 
.. 

ginal defign, aud ultimate end of the divine govern-

meIlt, and that a time would eOlne, ",hen every part 

of our glohe, would eeho back the heavcnly procla

mation of 1111iverf.11 peace on cartb, ;lnd good will 
to man. 
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Let it llot be f:ti\l; tf'o;t ;}\. rlcparted fro!p t)~e c.luties 

of :l Plli;c!~'i,))~r, b:. dt",·ot:l:g a p~,rt of l~is t:n~e ;tlH.!. 

hl, nt~ to tIl\.:' 1'a", ty and 11;ti>:-. :1\ i~ of llis Cf)U;: ~ry. It 
b~~\. r:~s to mOll rcllits, to jin~~~ ti:~ bU~:it.l~~ of gl'

vell~n~t"::: to a rr~', l:,.:etl or('er Ol nlel1, allJ it is 

{ren'. tl,~ rCm;ti:ls ". f a mullarcil!Cdl fl)irit ill l!Ur ('Olin

try, th~t ,ve cOl~'plain ",} en clcr~ymelJ: plj~;t:":::I~S, 

pl i~c !r. p!a~rs 311Cl mech.'ili,'s, take al~ act i \·c P;;l t 111 

c!\-il :lfi~ir.:. rl~l.e l~bli;at!Gns of patr~ut!fl:l :r~ C:S 1111i-
r .. d .. '·· 1 - r· le ., .. 

~r:.!l ;1:::' Olnl~lllg, as tt10ic Ol JU!ti-:e :lnl~ ~'(:~C\"o~~~!ce, 

aJld t:le virtc( tlS propcnlities of ti&~ 11Ulli:lll hl'Jl tare 

:lS mu~h r~!!jtt'd byevery 
.1.... r_ '0'- "Jl-~l'-' of h:s "'onntr· ,.. - t'")r>,,' ',,-rp ')'" tl'la f ..... l' ~-1-1..~{)11 ill_ u .• t: ~ _ ... __ l. 1 ) .t~ •• ,,_ ca._ ~. la ••• i.. .~"'~. - . ~ 

for :: !':Ilu~l:c, a;lJ a rt:pub~ic ,ya~ )~1Jllc fGr n-:i:l, 0!!1\..r

,\rif~ Ji\· i::c p. ~'.""~ r a!ld g'~Jodllefs }12"C t/·~ .. Il ".~. !1,. ,,1
0

_ 

.... • 1 , n t t~ i o ('" '-l f ") l f '_l 1 ~ l' ~ . . o, .... , • ..a •• ' 
!- (~ ~ " • " • ~ ~:" I' "1" :-~ ~ .,. ('". \ .It C,. 1:1::- I)l'l)~l\- ~ill,\. 'o.,-,;lS.-· Ul ,," 

e • l - l - · r 
t " .' _' t· l'· .. ~,,-, , !'" '\ t' :'" t- '\ o • • l ",. ~" r' o .. (' ~., •••• ~o.& ,!'- ..... ,._ .,.l~ .. ~~ ... 

~ . . . 
h '':' ~ -' . , ". ~ .. . l ' -. ... ,~ .. ' . . .. -~ ~ " , . -, 

.. -
l: ~ , .. ,. , "\. .,) :. r :'. stIl 

, ',o ~ l' ,-a ~ ~ ((.il1rr·(Hl ;11~(1 \. c!.! ~'t! 
J 

l "., 
P:"jio':t 1":; (j, c·:~rv lllall, a:n( 110t ~c~.no\rjeobc tiJ:~t 

he.'· .. -··!l i!!t, i~;. l"{ 11~l~r~",' tn ue d!jlributf~~d ia t!!t: f,:JI1C 
~ 

" I -, l ld 
- . ')1) . • 'l'~ \\,1, )'1 • Jo "·l~l·'''l r'''cc (.- ; ".\". /'i u: 111°~~~~1,,'r ~'H'\, ~ \ol {,: ,,:( '- l, \..1 i '~1 .~ • ,,! l,U , ~ - " 

IlC l:;::J(,ld i:~:: bL'~uty (l'ld lJarlnon)' (Jr tl1~ t\nivt! ic, ~~~ 

t!l~· refllii: of \.lai\",- fi~d ~lnd J11utual d", l~t.l~(LlliC(" ::~}d 1101 
1 . '1 · 't l ~ 1 1 t on 2(dlilt t~~;:t 1~.:4V(11111t~'.1t4C(, rUler~ to ne c('ren(i~:Jl 1:\,0 

thore, for '\'11()r~ l)Cll~fit a!G:~c, ctll govl'rl1nl~ll~ il.\ou!<:l 
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~\ifi:. T,] fu??ofe the contrary, ,,'ould be to deny 
• o 

u~lity alltl fy ll~ ln ill tlle plal1S l)f tlit: grcat creat6r of all 

tl11 nss. 

I {h~lII m1ke no apolo~y for th~fe fentilncnts 
• 

They are not fo~eig:l to tl1e folclnnity of tllis difc01.1-.fe. 

Bad I faid lefs of the political pri_l1cip~es alld COildutl 

of Ollr enlight~ne(l llrefi~tent h1111dred;i al1d th()ufi~lds 

of my f~11o\v-,itiz::,ns wouJ{i håve accufcd me, or ~ln 

aa nf trtach~ry to llis m·~tnorv. MJV the ti:ne 11~Tler 
J ~ 

conlC) in w!lich the pr:tifcs of our republican t~OV ~rn .. 

h:e!lts, inall llot be acceptablc to tlle cars of arl Ame. 
tiC.lll audl~11C~! 

I n tIte more Jimited eireles of privat~ life, Mr 
• 

Ritt\!11110l1fe COlllIn a!l(It:(! efi·~e!11 and afr~aion. As 

l)atll v cxte!l"l·>(l i=l a cert..i i Il degree to cl i fl: refs oi eve-
~ J ~ 

!,,\T j,illd, but it WJS exciteJ with the 1110ft force, and 
4 

tl1c kindeil cff~c1s) to tlle wCJknefs, pain alld pover

ty of old agc.- 1\.5°a fricll(l ]lC \\-ras fineere, ardeIlt, 

:1I~d diiintL~r~it·':tl. As a conlpaI1ioll, he inftructcd up--:

()n all fubjeEl:s. 1"0 his IlJP1)Y cOln~nUl1icative dif-

1,o[iti(}11, I bc~ icaye to exprtfs my obiigati0J1S ill this 

I) u::, :i c n1 :11111 er. I c a Il ~ rul y fa y , a fte r a 11 a c q u'a i n

ta!lC\! \\<l!l lli!21 for !!x-J.llll-tW(!llty years, tllat I never 

\V\!llt into llis C0111l),\11Y, witllout 1~arl1il1g fOl11Cthil1g. 

'V .. ! II r)h':Jfl!rl~ l1avc I lool,~d b~YO~l(l my prefent la-

.hors to a ti!11e, \Vl1~11 llis f0ci~ty i}lOU!(1 ct>rlilitllte 

Olle OL tile pri:l":ip~ll clljC)y:n\:Ilts of t!~c cvcJling of 
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,my life.--But a)al! that time, fo of ten anticipated, 

and Co. delightful in profpeGl-will never~ome 

t hope it wi1l not be thought that I tread toe 

elorely upon his footfl:eps, when I prefume to lift 

the latch of his door, and to exhibit him ill the do

n~efiic relations of a hufband and father. It was 

the praaice of the philofophers of former ages, to 

pafs tlleir lives: in tIleir clofets, and to maintain a 

formal and diftant intercourfe \~,rith their (amilie~; 
r 

_but our philofopller was 3 ftranger te pride and im-

pofture in e,~ery thing. His family conftituted Ilis 

chief fociety,- atld the moD: intimatc circle of his 

friends. When the declining nette of his healtb, 

reildercd the folitude of Ilis ftudy, Iefs a~eeable 

than in former years, he paifed whole evenings in 

rcadin: ar converfing, witJl his wife anddaughters. 

Happy family! ro muell and Co long bleWed with fuell 

a head I and happier ftill, to have potreffed difpofitiol1~ 

an(l ktlOwledge to difcem and love his exalted cha .. 

ratter, and to enjoy his inftrull:ing converfatiol1 !

Thus Sir Thomas l\Ioore lived with his accomplffhed . -
\vifc and daughteri;-Thus Cicero educate(l his be

lovc(l 'r'lllia; al!!l in this ,vayonly, can the female fex: 

be elevated to tllat dignity, alld ufefulnefs ill fociety. 

for \\p}ticll they w~rc formed, an(l by which froln 

tl1eir influ'!nce UPOll lllatlners, a l1ew æra ,\"ould b~ 

createcl ill the l1iftory of nlallkilld. 

TI1C 110!.1fe nnd ,mantler of livillg, of our prefident, 

exl1il)it~d tIle ta{l:c of a rl1ilo[01'1u~r, t}le fiml)licity of a 
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aepublic~n, 'nd tlle telUpet or a Chriftian. He W--a.S 

independent, and col1tented with 3D oftate, fm311 in the 

eftim-ttion of amhition ~nd anrice, but ~-np)y fmi~d 

to all his wants :lud de6rea. He held the olDce of 

treafurer of PennfyJYania, by an annua) and uJ)~ninlOUs 

vote of the legiftature, between the Jem Ij7j, 2nd _ 

. t 789- During this pcriod, he dcclincd purchafing the . 
{malieR portion of the public debt of the ftate, there-

by manifeftwg a delicacy of inregritYJ which is DOwn 

2nd felt only by pure and elevated minds. 

In the year J 792, he was penuaded to acttpt- of 

the office of ~ireaor of the mint of the :tTcited States. 

His want of health, _obliged him to rengn it irl -1795-
Here his condut\ was likewife .bove _fufpicion, for J 
have ~en iaformed hy his colleague in offic_e, t that-in 
feveral inftances, he p2id for work done at the mir,r

out of his ralary J where he thought the cllarges for 

it would be deeme(l extravagant by the United States.-

Hi, æconomy extended to a wife atl<l profitable ufe 

.f his time. No IDan ever found hill1 unenlpJ1lyed. 

As all apoIogy for detaitling a frietld a few Ini .. 

nutes. whlle he arr:\nged fome papers he had been 

Ixamining, he faid, cc that he ha {l once thought health, 

the greatt!ft bIeffing ill tllc \\"orul, bIlt that -he 110\\" 

thought there \VlS Olle tllillg of n~llch greater Val1.1C, 

lJl(l tllat was tiI11e." The propriet y of tllis remark 

\,piI1 appear W11CTl ,ve confi,lcr, tllJt ProvidellcP', fo li. 

ber~\l ill otllcr ~ift~, befl:()l\"S thi5, ill a fl)~lril'g nlalll~"l~ .. 
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Ile rle\·cr !!i~~~:t t~~(\l~d mom~lltJ tilltil be h .. ll \\'ifh~ 

ar:aW:1 tJ)e url1J ;t:-:d ilill r~ic:\-t:·~ L~C t!1irrl i~l flis C~1 

hand. 

~nle count~aance nf !\fr. Ritt:l1!!OU1~, w=!s tno re-

J!: l~if-
t 1~ 1.... - - •• L_·" I 

Pi.iY~" lueål .1 lll:~turc o: cO:l:emp~~~l)!)) ~:tlgc.tyt 3ll! 

ir.!locence, t:l;lt- it \~as e~fy to djfti~c~uii11 his p(,rft:Hl in 

L)= lugdl comp;my, by a pr~\-ious knowkdge i:f hi~ 

'lUt hei!"., fol!o\· ... c,i h~i L.~ gnod \,-iihcs cf 31: \\~hD :i!-

.. ~~,.1 ~'d un·~" ~l·m - --n'~r." .... -'l"' llt'\ -, · ..... r- .. A :- t' -Ira. ,,~f-:.-- "'''t'I~ ".".~&,-&"\p l v.& J. , J. ~~\r."- ~ '"~ ,~.-i ... ",\o.l ,.;:1 Ul. Ij~~~ .... ~-_ 

:-ity, i!) any t~liJjg he f4id or d i~l: e'Vc!1 his l}~nd 

\\-rit:n6) in ,v~l:ch t!l:S \\"'eJkl1~fs (o freq!!entiy (lifcovers 
• .. 1 f ,. l - Cl • ~. ., l - ti. ra ~ ~ 11 ltleJ, \\? alS fllnp i! ana lllt\!ll!gl:Jlt! ~t "~·il l!gilt, to ~ 

\V!10 f~\~· It. 

t",t' bu" "111 t!l" Il ':.1- t! 1....b·)u,.ll· '0'1' ()f t~-~ -. ... 'l'·~ll'·V C~·~"t· "'u1 ~.\".~, ~ . .,. '- ~ 6~1 \. 1.( \.J.. ~ .~"" 0':" " -"~ a~.-1&.~ 

h h " '"' l l' l" l'· f- - n · f t elr (ånilc~t:l =:.titre, Ol!HO li a vlrtll'': o lJltlLlm-

2b~t: value, t\~yillk!i!l~ like a rar..:, alld 1~litarv ftar. It 
'-... ~ 

i:i liis fap~rla~i\y~ :~1o\.ltl~y. ·i';~is ~:~.':l-'tell Ot1rrl \Wirtuc 

~:.·:lS fo conl"p~~UCt!5 ill c,"ery pJr .. oi 1. is COll,JuCl t tl1at 

1... ~ . • • " -, I '" 1'-' .. l U .. ~ t . " .. , . -.. · . 1 .•. - ~ o b ' Ol I'" .,. ,~ "r""'" Al\.. rlllI)\..,lr ..... ,-, n"".',- O.l LAl J (;'.".~ . ..,.:." h.' ~ '- "._~J ~ .. ~-. 
of illS fU!1'~r:ori!'r d~ ~l 1)~'liI0i~:1}-~'~r al' • .1 a 111 t1l1, ov~r the 

Cl I- .. 'tt '''l t 1"1 \... ) c ~.: ~ , Ol 11 o t" t' ,- ...... t U 1- ,;- :::' o \.,: c \"". '" tI., J L..J IL" ~. "" ~ _ \. ,'. 
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.onl1eaion \\:it~ him, ,ve are -led to rejoice in hein, 

merl. 

\\Y" e proce~~i 110\V to the clofing fcenes of his life .. 

I-lis contlitution \\·:1S naturally feeble, but it \'''as ren~ 

~ered {lill more fo, by fedentary labor, and ml011ight 

fiudies. He "':15 affiicled f,?r many yeal"S \li ith 3-

""~2k breait, Wllicl1, upon ~nufua]. exert_i{)11S of body 

or min:.I, Ol; fuc.lden cllang~s ill tl.le \\~atl1er, becanle 

tlle feat of a painf~1 and harraffing diforder. rrllis 

cOl~ftitutictl;l1 111firmit}· ,vas not \\li.thol!t its ufts. It 

COlltributf:(! muell to tile perfeB:ion of llis virtue; by 

protlucillg 11~!bitu~1 patience and refign2tioJ) to tIle 

~\riI) of hea\"c';1, ~lJJ 3 COll11ant eye to tlle llour of 

111$ diff.)~\!tioD. It \\~:lS a ~·indow tIlrough ",.hich he 
.. 

oftCll 1()ok":ll \\! :tl1 pleafui\! to\vards a p)ace of exif-

tellCC ~ .. Jiere fror~l tllc el1creaf~ alld pClf~aioJ' of his 

llltU\ti,·e fJftllti~~) llC \~youl(i probably acquire ~orc 

]~no\,~lcdg~ ~11 all !lour, tllan Ile llad acq u.li-ed in hi.s 

v~-'l)o;t: life ~ by tlle flow operltiollS of reafol1; alld 

\\rl,cre, frll111 tIte grcatcr ~agl1ittlde llld extent of tlle 

tIle olljeC1 s of I lis t:Olltelnplatioll: Ilis llative globe, 

\\"ouIJ ,1~re~r li~e l1is cr;ldle, and al] t lIe e\·ellts of 

t~n1e) like tl1C ~.DIUft!l'lcnts of llis illfant ycars. 

011 t l!c : 6tll of.T Ulle, of tl1c })rCfellt y'ear, tlle 

lon~ expcctcd 111~fi~nt~er of dc~tll, difclofe<l his COl11-

l~lini()n. fn 111:1 lJtl: illrlcfs, ",11icl1 \\ra~ acute, al1d 

fllort, J1C ret~iine(i tll~ ufual l)~~tiellce ancl ,benevo-ø 

~ "n C e ()!] ; ! ste n1 Il er. U P on b c i ! 1 ~ to I \1 t 11 il t {o rl1 e of 
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his friends had callcd at his door to enquire how he: 

was; he a1ked \vhy they \vcre not invitcG 1tO his 

cha~ber to fee lum. "Bccaufe (faid his wire) YOli 

are too wecik to f peak to them. " le y es (faid he) 

t:ldt is true, but I could frill have fqueczed their 

hands."-Thus with a heart overJlowing with love to 
his family, friends J country J and to the whole 

world, he peacefully refigned his fpirit into the 

hands of his God. Let the day of his deatli be 

recor(!el in the annals of aur fociety, and let ita 

annua} fl!turn be mark.ed by fome public aa, ,,·hidt 

1haII charall:erife his fervices and our grief, and 

thereby animate us and our fuccetfors, to imitate hi. 

illuftrious example! 

It has been the fafhion of late year!, to fay of per,. 

fons WIlO had ~en diftillg~i&..ed in life, when they 
left tl)e world ~n a ft3te of illditfcrcllce to every thing, 

and believing, and hoping in l]o~hing, that tlley died 

like philofophers. Very ~ifferent was the latter e&d of 

.ur (!xceIlent prelident. He di~d like a cllriftian, in

tereftcd in tIle: wclfare of all around him-bclievillg in 

the refurrecHon, and the life to come, and hopinp fOf 

Jtappil1efs from every attrib~~e of ~~l~ Dei~y. 

Agrccably to his rcqueO:, his body was interred 

in llis obfervatory flcar his d\\'clling houfe, ill the 

prefence of a nua1erOllS COllCOul'fe of llis fello\v-citi. 

zens.·' It was ll~ltur;\l f014 11im in the near profpcCl: of 

apl>cJring ill the rrcfence of }lis I\iaker, to feel an 
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:ttt~cllmcnt to ,that (pot"jn whicll he h3d cultivated a 

know\:;'je of his perfeflions, and held communioll 

\\~ith him thraugh the medium cf his ,,'orks. Here

after it {ball bccome one of the objeCl:s of curiofity 

in our city. Thither {hall the philofophers of future 

ages Tcfort to do homage to his tomb, 3!ld chilåren yet -

unborn, {hall point to the dODle; whicll covers it, and 

exultingly fay, c, th~l~ tie:; our Rittelmoufe." 

Let us my refpeCled colleagues, ri!pair for a few 

nlinutes to tlla t a\\7ful fpot.-In entenng it-we behold 

the telefcope, dear inftrumellt of his difcoveries, tUtn

ed upon its axis, and pointed to the earth, whic~ has 

clofed its nlafter's eyes.-Howartlefs-the infcripti

on upon his tombftone !-It cont~~ nothing -l.Jut his 

name, and the fimple record of the days and years of 

his birth and death.-Very different wouId have heen 

the monument of his wartll an4 fame,. had not the 

gratitude and affec.tiorl of his friends _ been ccntrouled 

by his dying requefi. His head wou!d have reclined 
. -. ~ 

in marblc, -upon the lap of reJigion.At his feet, fci-

ence \\"ould have fat-bathed in tears; while the ge

Ilius of republican liberty, in the figure of a venerable 

ilerinit, ben<liIlg over his grave, would Ilave deplore({ 

tlle 10fs of llis favourite fon.-Alas !--too·_-too foon 

has our beloved prefideIlt been torn fronl th,~ chair of 

our fociety !-Too fOOll has Ile iaid afide his robes of 

office, and ceafe(l to mil1ificr for us day and Iligl1t at 

tl1c altar of fcicllce !-Ah l-who 110W wiIl elevate llis 

tclcfco}'le, 'd agaitl direCl: it towards YOI'.lier heavens? 

C c c 

• 
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Who now will obfetye the tranGt of the pla_nets f 
Who now wiJl awaken our nation to view the tracklefs 
and ftupendous cornet l Who now will meafure the 

-cour{es of our rivers, in order to conv~y their ftr~am. ~ 

into our city, for tPe purpofes of health and com

merce ? Nature is dumb; - for the voice of her 

chief interpreter is hu{hcd in deadJ.,-In this hour of 

our bereavement, to v/.hom -fh_all we look ?-but tB 

THEE, FATHER .. of life ~nd light:-thou author of great 

. and gQod gifti .to man. O L let nC!t thy Sun, thy 

Moon, and thy Stars now {hine unobferved amoIig us ! 
may the genius of our departed prefident, like the man

tIe of thy propllet of old, defcend upon [ame member 

of our fociety t who ~all, as he _ did, explain to us the 

-myfteries of thy works, and 1ead Ui ftep by ftep, to 

T~YSELF, the grelt overflowing fountain of wifdom, 

gpo~nefs and merey, to the children of men , 


