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PREFACE

MOST of the following Effays were
publifhed in the Mufeum, and Columbi-

an Magazine, in this City, foon after
the end of the revolutionary war in the
United States. A few of them made
their firlt appearance in pamphlets. They
are now publithed in a f{ingle volume, at
the requeft of {everal friends, and with
a view of promoting the ends at firlt con-.
templated by them. Two of the Effays,

viz: thatupon the ufe of Tobacco, and the

. . g
account of remarkable circumftances 1in the

conftitution and life of Ann Woods, are
now fubmitted for the firft time to the eye
of the public. The auther has omitted in

this colleftion two pamphlets which he
publithed in the year 1772, upon the {lave-
ry of the Negroes, becaufe he conceived
the obje& of them had been in part accom-
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plithed, and becaufe the Citizens of the
United States have {ince that time been fur-
nifhed from Great Britain and other coun-
tries, with numerous trats upon that fub-
je&t, more calculated to complete the effet
intended by the author, than his early pub-

lications.

BENJAMIN RUSH.

o

Philadelphia, Fane gy 1798.

vl
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‘Tuoucurs oN CoMMON SENSE.. - "

ll

HE human mind in common with other
branches of philofophy, has beceme ‘the
fubjﬁ& of attention in the prefent age of free and
general enquiry. While new facultles aré dlfcover-
mg m. it, 1t will conduce equally to our acquu‘mg a

perfect Lnowledﬂe of its powers, to dete& and re-
move iuch Juppafed faculties as do not belong to it

I h'we long fufpe&ed the term Camrmn Se:f/?s' to be
applied .improperly to def nate a faculty of the mmd
1. tha!] not repeat the accounts whlch have been
gwen of it by Clchro——Buﬁcr——-BcrLely—-—Shafte{bury

—Bente lv—-—Fenelon—-—-Lockc—Hume——Hﬂbs -—Pneﬁly
and others, all of whom agwe in defcrlbmg it as
a faculty, or part of a faculty, poflefling: a quick and
univerfil perception.of .right and . awrong; truth.and er-
ror, and of propriefy and. mi:praprzeiy In human affairs.

1 fhall copy, as the fuhftance of all that thoft: au-
thors have faid upon this fubje& Dr. "Reid’s ac-
count of common fenfe, publifhed in the 2d. chapter
of the fixth number of his Effays on the intelle&tual
powers of man.—< It'is abfurd to conceive (fays the
#¢.Doctor) that there can be any oppofition be-
¢ tween reafon and common fenfe. It is.the firft-

Kk
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“ born of reafon, and, as they are commonly joined
 together infpeech and writing, they are infeparable
¢ In their nature.”

¢ We afcribe to reafon two offices or two degrees.
“ .Th;,ﬁgﬂ: 15 to judge of things felf-evident; the
c¢ fet:tir.ié! is to draw conclufions that are mnot felf
« evident from things that are. The firlt of thele
¢ is the province, and the fole province, of common
‘¢ fenfe, and therefore it coincides with reafon in its

€ 'wlva!e extent, and is only another name for one

< branch or one degree of reafon.”

¢« There is an obvious reafon why this degree of
¢ rcafon fhould have a name appropriated to it, and
(< that 18, ‘that in the greateft part of mankind ne

« other degree of reafon isto be found. It is this
‘ff' degrec of reafon that entitles them to the denom:—

« pation uf reafonable creatures.”

« Thefe two degrees of reafon differ in other
.1« refpedts, which would be fufficient to entitle them
4 to diftint names. The firft-1s the gift of heaven—

¢ the fccond is learned by practice and rules, when
Thus far Dr. Reid.

«¢ the firft is not wanting.”

It is with great difiidence that I objet toany thing
that comes from a gentleman from whofe writings I
have derived {fo much eéntertainment and inftrudtion,
and who has done fo much towards removing tha
rubbith that has for many ages obfcured the {cience
of metephyficks. This difhdence to offer a fingle ob-
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jection to Dr. Reid’s opinion upon the fubje& under
confideration, is encreafed by the groupe of popular
and refpectable names under which he has {upported
1t.

The idea which I have adopted of common fenfe js
plain and fimple. 1 confider it as the perception of
things as they appear to the greatef part of man-
kind. It has no relation to their being true or falf,
right or aurong, proper or smproper.  For the fake of
peripicuity, I fhall define it to be, Opinions and feelings
in unifon aith the cpinions and feelings of the bulk of
mankind,

From this definition it is evident that common fenfe
muft neceflarily differ in different ages and countries
and, in both, muft vary withthe progrefs of tafte,
fctence, and religion. In the uncultivated ftate of
reafon, the opinions and feelings of a majority of
mankind will be wrong, and, of courfe, their coms
mon or univerfal fenfe will partake of their errors.

Inthe cultivated ftate of reafon, ju# opinions and
feelings will become general, and the common fenfe

of the majority will be in unifon with truth. 1 beg
leave to illuftrate whet Imean by a few examples.

1. There are many things which were contrary to
common fenfe in former ages, both in philofophy
and religion, which are now univerfally believed,
infomuch that to call them in queftion is to difcover a

want of judgment, or a defeltive education,
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2. It is contrary to common fenfe to {peak or
write in favour of republicanifm, feveral Luro-
pean countries; and it 1s equally contrary to it to
fpeak or write in favour of mouarchy, in the United

States of America.

3. The common fenfe of the planters in Jamaica,
+« in favour of the commerce and flavery of the Afri-
cans.—In Pennfylvania, realon, humanity, and com-

mon fenfe, have univerfally declared againft them.

4. In Turkey, it 1s contrary to the common f{enfe
of delicacy which prevails in that country for a gentle-
man to dance with a lady. No fuch common {enfe
prevails in any of the weftern countries of Europe,

or in the States of America.

5. It is contrary to thc common fenfz of many
numerous {ects to belizve that it is poflible for men
to go to heaven, who do not embrace their principles,
or mode of worfhip.—Among rational men, this

common f{enfe 15 contrary to truth and chriflian re-

hglon.

6. The common fenfe of mankind has gencrally
been in favour of efiabiifhed medes and habirs of prac-
tice, in medicine. Ophun, bark, mercury and the
lancet have all forced their way iuto gencral uie,
contrary to this common . Their wility 1s a

proof how little comman fenfe accords with the deci-
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fions of reafon, and how improperly 1t 15 fuppofed to
be a part of that noble power of the mind.

7. It is agrecable to the common {enfe of a great
part of maukind, to revenge public and private in-
jurics by wars and duels, and yet no wife or juft
reafon has ever been given to juftify the praltice of

either of them

8. The common fenfe of the bulk of the inhabi-
tants of the DBritifh dominions, and of the United
States, 1s in favour of boys {pending four or five years
in learning the Latin and Greek languages, in order
to qualify them to underftand the Englith language
Thofe perfons who recollect that the moft perfect
language in the world, viz. the Greek, was learned
without the medium or aid of a dead or forelgn lan-
guage, confider the above practice (founded in com-
mon fenfe) as coutrary to right reafon and produétive
of many evils in education. But further, under this
head. ~ The common fenfe of the fame immenfe pro-
portion of people, 1s in favour of teaching boys werds,
before they are taught sdeas. Now nature and right
reafon both revolt at this abfurd praice.

9. The common fenfe of nearly ail natiens, is in
favour of preventing crimes, by the punithment of
death, but right reafon, policy, and the experience of
a wife and enlightened prince,f all concur 1n pl:t:w‘iz_lgh__

+ Leopold Empazror of Germany.
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that the beft means of preventing crimes, is by Aving

and not by dead examples.

In the perfe&tion of knowledge, common fenfe
and truth will be in unifon with each other. It
s sow sore related to error than truth, and in the
fenfe in which 1 have defcribed 1t, 1t 1mplies more

praife than cenfure to want it.

To fay that a man has common fenfe, 15 to fay
that he thinks with his age or country, in their falf,
as well as their zrue opinions; and the greater the
proportion of people, he a&s and thinks with, the
greater fhare he poflefies of this common fenfe.—
After all that has been {aid in its favour, I cannot
help thinking that it 1s the charalteriftic nnly of

common minds,

To think and alt with the majority of mankind,
when they are right, and differently from them, when
~ they are wyong, conflitutes in my opinion, the perfec~

tion of human wildom and conduét.

The feelings and opinions of mankind are often
confounded ; but they are widely different from each
other. There may be ju# feehings conneted with errs-
nesus opinions and conduct.  This 15 often the cafe in
religion and government—DBut, in general, opinions
and feelings are jufl and unjuft 1n equal degrees, ac-
cording to the circumftances of age, country, and the

progreis:of knowledge before mentioned.
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Had this common tenfe depended upon the infor-
mation of any one of the fiue external {enfes, I{hould
have had no difficulty in admitting Dr. Reid’s account
of it, inafmuch as the perceptions they afford are the
fame, in their nature, in all healthy men, and in all
ages and countries. But to {uppofe it to be an in-
ferior degree, or the firf! alt of feafon, and afterwards
to fuppole it to. be wmwerfal, 1s to coritradit every
thing that hiftory and obfervation.teach us of human

nature. t

In matters addrefled to' our reafon, the principal
bufinefs of reafon 1s to corre@® the evidence of cur
fenfes.  Indeed, the perception of truth, mn phllﬂfﬂphy,
feems to confift in little elfe than in the refutation
of the ideas acquired from the 'feftinion'y of our
{enfes. In the progrefs of Lnowledg..,, when the ex-
alt canne&mn between the fenfes and reafon is per-

feltly underﬁood it i probable that the f{cnfes and
reafon will ‘be “in unifon with each other, and

that mankind will as fuddenly connect the evidence of
all the fenfes with the decifions of reafon, as they now
conne&t, with certainty, the diftance of objects with
the evidence of the eyes. This general unifon be-
tween the f{enfes and reafon, as 1nthe cafe of vilion,
muft be the refult only of experience and habit.

I cannot difmifs this fubjet without adding the

following remark.
% The king of Pruffia, inhis pofthumous works, fays, ¢ Realon

« never didany thing great,” by which he muft have meant the com-

rain degrees of ity or what 1s called, by Dr. Reid, common forfe.

-4
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Mankind are governed, tfay's Mr. Bayle, by their
prejudices, and not by their principles.  To do them
good, we mult, in fome mcafure, conform to thofe
. prejudicés ;—hence we find the moft acceptable men
in pratical fociery, have been thofe who  have never
fhocked their cotemporaries, by oppofing popular or
common’ opinions:” Men of eppofite charactcrs, like
objects:placed too near the eye, are {eldom feen dil-.
tinétly by the age in which they live. "They mult
content themfelves with the proi:f)c&s of being ufeful

to the .diftant and more enlightened generations which
ai‘e' 'tc‘l“follow them. Galileo, who afked pardon of

the pope, on his knees, for contraditing the com-
mon ﬁfgf of the church, refpecting the revoluticn of
the earth, and Dr. Harvey, who loft all his bufinels,
by refuﬁng the common fenfe of former ages, refpeét

tmn' the circulation of the. blood, now enjoy a repu-

tation for thelr opinions and difcoveries, which has,
-in no 1nﬂ.ance cver been given to the cold blood of

common fenfe.

- April 3d 1701,



