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THE STRENUOUS LIFE

You met a great need, that vanished because of your
success. You have left us many memories, to be prized
forevermore. You have taught us many lessons, and
none more important than the lesson of brotherhood
The realization of the underlying brotherhood of om:
people,:, the feeling that there should be among them an
essential unity of purpose and sympathy, must be kept
close at heart if we are to do our work well here in our
A.merican life. You have taught us both by what you
did on the tented fields, and by what you have done
since in civic life, how this spirit of brotherhood can be
made a living, a vital force.

In the first place, you have left us the right of brother-
hood with the gallant men who wore the gray in the
rank§ against which you were pitted. At the opening
of this new century, all of us, the children of a reunited
country, have a right to glory in the countless deeds of
valor done alike by the men of the North and the men
of the Sputh. We can retain an ever-growing sense of
the a!l-lmportance, not merely to our people but to
mankind, of the Union victory, while giving the freest
a'nd heartiest recognition to the sincerity and self-devo-
tion of those Americans, our fellow countrymen, who

then fpught against the stars in their courses, ’Now
‘.there 1s none left, North or South, who does not take
Joy and pride in the Union; and when three years ago
we once more had to face a foreign enemy, the heart of
every true American thrilled with pride to see veterans
who had fought in the Confederate uniform once more
appear urder Uncle Sam’s colors, side by side with their
former foes, and leading to victory under the famous
old flag the sons both of those who had worn the blue
and of those who had worn the gray.
But there are other ways in which you have taught
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the lesson of brotherhood. In our highly complex,
highly specialized industrial life of to-day there are
many tendencies for good and there are also many ten-
dencies for evil. Chief among the latter is the way in
which, in great industrial centres, the segregation of in-
terests invites a segregation of sympathies. In our old
American life, and in the country districts where to-day
the old conditions still largely obtain, there was and is
no such sharp and rigid demarcation between different
groups of citizens. In most country districts at the
present day not only have the people many feelings in
common, but, what is quite as important, they are
perfectly aware that they have these feelings in com-
mon. In the cities the divergence of real interests is
nothing like as great as is commonly supposed; but it
does exist, and, above all, there is a tendency to forget
or ignore the community of interest. There is com-
paratively little neighborliness, and life is so busy and
the population so crowded that it is impossible for the
average man to get into touch with any of his fellow
citizens save those in his immediate little group. In
consequence there tends to grow up a feeling of estrange-
ment between different groups, of forgetfulness of the
great primal needs and primal passions that are common
to all of us.

It is therefore of the utmost benefit to have men
thrown together under circumstances which force them
to realize their community of interest, especially where
the community of interest arises from community of
devotion to a lofty ideal. The great Civil War ren-
dered precisely this service. It drew into the field a
very large proportion of the adult male population, and
it lasted so long that its lessons were thoroughly driven
home. In our other wars the same lessons, or nearly
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the same lessons, have been taught, but upon so much
smaller a scale that the effect is in no shape or wa
comparable. In the Civil War, merchant and clerky
manufacturer and mechanic, farmer and hired man,
capitalist and wage-worker, city man and countr man’
Easterm.er and Westerner, went into the army tog}éther,
faced toil and risk and hardship side by side, died with’
the same fortitude, and felt the same disinterested thri]]
of triumph when the victory came. In our modern life
there are only a few occupations where risk has to be
feare(?, and there are many occupations where no ex-
haustlng labor has to be faced; and so there are plent
of: us who can be benefited by a little actual experiencz
with the rough side of things. It was a good thing, 3
very good thing, to have a great mass of our pef : le
learn what it was to face death and endure toil to ethfe:r
and e_xll on an exact level. You whom I am ngw ad-,
dressing remember well, do you not, the weary, foot-
sore marches under the burning sun, when the bl;nkets
seemed too heavy to carry, and then the shivering slee
In the trenches, when the mud froze after dark and thg
blankets seemed altogether too light instead of too
heavy? You remember the scanty fare, and you re-
member, above all, how you got to estimate each of
your fellows by what there was in him and not by any-
thing adventitious in his surroundings. It was of Vitzl
lmportance to you that the men on your left and your
right should do their duty; that they should comeyfor-
ward Wher} the order was to advance; that they should
keep the lines with ceaseless vigilance and fortitude if
on the defens.ive. You neither knew nor cared what
had been their occupations, or whether they were in
:vorldly ways well off or the reverse. What you desired
0 know about them was to be sure that they would
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“stay put” when the crisis came. Was not this so?
You know it was.
Moreover, all these qualities of fine heroism and stub-
born endurance were displayed in a spirit of devotion
to a lofty ideal, and not for material gain. The aver-
age man who fought in our armies during the Civil War
could have gained much more money if he had stayed
in civil life. When the end came his sole reward was
to feel that the Union had been saved, and the flag
which had been rent in sunder once more made whole.
Nothing was more noteworthy than the marvellous way
in which, once the war was ended, the great armies
which had fought it to a triumphant conclusion dis-
banded, and were instantly lost in the current of our
civil life. The soldier turned at once to the task of
earning his own livelihood. But he carried within him
memories of inestimable benefit to himself, and he be-
queathed to us who come after him the priceless heri-
tage of his example. From the major-general to the
private in the ranks each came back to civil life with
the proud consciousness of duty well done, and all with
a feeling of community of interest which they could
have gained in no other way. Each knew what work
was, what danger was. Each came back with his own
power for labor and endurance strengthened, and yet
with his sympathy for others quickened. From that
day to this the men who fought in the great war have
inevitably had in them a spirit to which appeal for any
lofty cause could be made with the confident knowledge
that there would be immediate and eager response. In
the breasts of the men who saw Appomattox there was
no room for the growth of the jealous, greedy, sullen
envy which makes anarchy, which has bred the red
Commune. They had gone down to the root of things,
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and knew how to judge and value, each man his neigh-
bor, whether that neighbor was rich or poor; neither
envying him because of his wealth, nor despising him
because of his poverty.
The lesson taught by the great war could only be

imperfectly taught by any lesser war. Nevertheless,
not a little good has been done even by such struggles
as that which ended in insuring independence to Cuba,
and in giving to the Philippines a freedom to which
they could never have attained had we permitted them
to fall into anarchy or under tyranny. It was a pleasant
thing to see the way in which men came forward from
every walk of life, from every section of the country,
as soon as the call to arms occurred. The need was
small and easily met, and not one in a hundred of the
ardent young fellows who pressed forward to enter the

army had a chance to see any service whatever. But

it was good to see that the spirit of ’61 had not been

lost. Perhaps the best feature of the whole movement

was the eagerness with which men went into the ranks,

anxious only to serve their country and to do their

share of the work without regard to anything in the
way of reward or position; for, gentlemen, it is upon the
efficiency of the enlisted man, upon the way he does
his duty, that the efficiency of the whole army really
depends, and the prime work of the officer is, after all,
only to develop, foster, and direct the good qualities of
the men under him.

Well, this rush into the ranks not only had a very
good side, but also at times an amusing side. I re-
member one characteristic incident which occurred on
board one of our naval vessels. Several of these ves-
sels were officered and manned chiefly from the naval
militia of the different States, the commander and
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executive officer, and a few veterans here and there
among the crew, being the only ones that came from
the regular service. The naval‘ militia contained ivgry
type of man, from bankers with a taste for yac 1}:11ng
to longshoremen, and they all went in and did their
best. But of course it was a little hard for some of the}lln
to adjust themselves to their surroundings. Oneof t 3
vessels in question, toward the end of the war, retun;)e'
from the Spanish Main and anchored in one of our big
orts. Early one morning a hard-looking and seemci
ingly rather dejected member of the crew was enga::gg
in “squeegeeing” the quarter-deck, when the cap a;:;
came up and, noticing a large and handsome ya}f
near by (I shall not use the real name of the yac t)’:
remarked to himself: “I wonder what boat that is?
The man with the squeegee touched his cap and said
in answer: “The Dawn, sir.” “How'do y‘(‘)u know
that?” quoth the captain, looking at hi. Because
I own her, sir,” responded the man with the squee-
gee, again touching his cap; and the conversation
en(liIe(()iv.v, it was a first-rate thing for that man h1m§elf
to have served his trick, not merely as the man b.ehlnd
the gun, but as the man with the squeegee; and 1‘; wg,s
a mighty good thing for the country that he should do
it. In our volunteer regiments we had scores of en-
listed men of independent means serving. undgr officers
many of whom were dependent for .thelr daily bread
upon the work of their hands or brain from month to
month. It was a good thing for both classes to be
brought together on such terms. It showed that we
of this generation had not wholly f(?rgotten the leés.og
taught by you who fought to a finish the great Civi
War. And there is no danger to the future of this
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country just so long as that lesson is remembered in all
1ts bearings, civil and military.
Your history, rightly studied, will teach us the time-
worn truth that in war, as in peace, we need chief
the every-day, commonplace virtues, and, above all ar);
unflagging sense of duty. Yet in dwelling upon ’the
lessons for our ordinary conduct which we can learn
from your experience, we must never forget that it also
shows us what should be our model in times that are
not ordinary, in the times that try men’s souls. We
need to h:fw.e within us the splendid heroic virtues which
alone avail in the mighty crises, the terrible catastrophes
whereby a nation is either purified as if by fire, or else
consumed forever in the flames. When you of tile Civil
War sprang forward at Abraham Lincoln’s call to ut
all that. life holds dear, and life itself, in the scale Wfi)th
the nation’s honor, you were able to do what you did
because you had in you not only the qualities that
make g09d citizens, but in addition the high and in-
tense traits, the deep passion and enthusiasm, which
go to make up those heroes who are fit to deal w’ith iron
days. We can never as a nation afford to forget that
back of our reason, our understanding, and our com-’
mon sense, there must lie, in full strength, the tremen-
dous fupdamental passions, which are not often needed
but‘ which every truly great race must have as g Well—’
Spring of motive in time of need.

I shall end by quoting to you in substance certain
Z;)lzdvsv fronll a mini§ter of the Gospel, a most witty man,
do‘m, Sa;da:l Z; aS Elliléﬁ):sopher and a man of profound wis-

The history of the world shows us that men are not
to be counted by their numbers, but by the fire and
vigor of their passions; by their deep sense of injury;
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by their memory of past glory; by their eagerness for
fresh fame; by their clear and steady resolution of
either ceasing to live, or of achieving a particular ob-
ject, which, when it is once formed, strikes off a load
of manacles and chains, and gives free space to all
heavenly and heroic feelings. All great and extraor-
dinary actions come from the heart. There are seasons
in human affairs when qualities, fit enough to conduct
the common business of life, are feeble and useless, when
men must trust to emotion for that safety which reason
at such times can never give. These are the feelings
which led the ten thousand over the Carduchian moun-
tains; these are the feelings by which a handful of Greeks
broke in pieces the power of Persia; and in the fens of
the Dutch and in the mountains of the Swiss these
feelings defended happiness and revenged the oppres-
sions of man! God calls all the passions out in their
keenness and vigor for the present safety of mankind,
anger and revenge and the heroic mind, and a readiness
to suffer—all the secret strength, all the invisible array
of the feelings—all that nature has reserved for the
great scenes of the world. When the usual hopes and
the common aids of man are all gone, nothing remains
under God but those passions which have often proved
the best ministers of His purpose and the surest pro-
tectors of the world.”
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PREFACE TO FIRST EDITION

TaE addresses printed in this volume were delivered
under the auspices of Pacific Theological Seminary by
the Honorable Theodore Roosevelt, as Earl Lecturer,
in the spring of 1911. The seminary is fortunate in
possessing a lectureship founded by Mr. Edwin T. Earl
in 1901, whose purpose, as stated in the articles of
foundation, is “to aid in securing at the University of
California the presentation of Christian truth by bring-
ing to Berkeley year by year eminent Christian scholars
and thinkers to speak upon themes calculated to illus-
trate and disseminate Christian thought and minister
to Christian life.” The uncommon public interest
which this series of lectures aroused, and the attendance
of many thousands who daily crowded the Greek Theatre
to hear them, emphasized to the Lectureship Committee
the desirability of yielding to a wide-spread demand for
their publication. Since Mr. Roosevelt did not have a
manuscript, arrangements were made for an accurate
stenographic report, which was afterward submitted to
him for revision. So much should be said in explana-
tion of the forensic form of these lectures. Their fine
ethical purpose justifies the hope that they may con-
tinue to stimulate good citizenship in wider circles than
those which came within reach of the speaker’s voice.

September, 1911. WILLIAM FREDERIC BADE.

Pacific Theological Seminary,
Berkeley, Calif.
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II1
THE BIBLE AND THE LIFE OF THE PEOPLE

I mAVE come here to-day, in the course of a series of
lectures upon applied ethics, upon realizable ideals, to
speak of the book to which our people owe infinitely
the greater part of their store of ethics, infinitely the
greater part of their knowledge of how to apply that
store to the needs of our every-day life.

There have been many collections of the sacred
books, the sacred writings of the Old and New Testa-
ments—many collections of note. Upon an occasion
such as this we who think most of all of the King James
version of the Bible should be the first to acknowledge
our obligation to many of the other versions, especially
to the earliest of the great versions, the Vulgate of St.
Jerome, a very great version, a version that played an
incalculable part in the development of western Europe,
because it put the Bible into the common language of
western Europe, the language known to every man who
pretended to any degree of learning—Latin—and
the‘refore gave the Bible to the peoples of the West at
a time when the old classic civilization of Greece and
Rome had first crumbled to rottenness and had then
been overwhelmed by the barbarian sea. In the wreck

of the Old World, Christianity was all that the sur-
vivors had to cling to; and the Latin version of the
Bible put it at their disposal.
.Other versions of the Bible followed from time to
time, and gradually men began to put them into the
vernaculars of the different countries. Wyelif’s Bible
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is one version to which we must feel under deep ob-
ligation. But the great debt of the English-speaking
peoples everywhere is to the translation of the Bible
that we all know—I trust I can say, all here know—in
our own homes, the Bible as it was put forth in English
three centuries ago. No other book of any kind ever
written in English—perhaps no other book ever written
in any other tongue—has ever so affected the whole life
of a people as this authorized version of the Scriptures
has affected the life of the English-speaking peoples.
1 enter a most earnest plea that in our hurried and
rather bustling life of to-day we do not lose the hold
that our forefathers had on the Bible. I wish to see
Bible study as much a matter of course in the secular
college as in the seminary. No educated man can af-
ford to be ignorant of the Bible; and no uneducated
man can afford to be ignorant of the Bible. Occasional
critics, taking sections of the Old Testament, are able
to point out that the teachings therein are not in ac-
cordance with our own convictions and views of moral-
ity, and they ignore the prime truth that these deeds
recorded in the Old Testament are not in accordance
with our theories of morality because of the very fact
that these theories are based upon the New Testament,
because the New Testament represents not only in one
sense the fulfilment of the Old but in another sense
the substitution of the New Testament for the Old
in certain vital points of ethics. If critics of this kind
would study the morality inculcated by the Old Testa-
ment among the chosen people, and compare it, not
with the morality of to-day, not with the morality
created by the New Testament, but with the morality
of the surrounding nations of antiquity, who had no
Bible, they would appreciate the enormous advances
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that the Old Testament even in its most primitive form
worked for the Jewish people. The Old Testament did
not carry Israel as far as the New Testament has carried
us; but it advanced Israel far beyond the point any
neighboring nation had then reached.

In studying the writings of the average critic who
has assailed the Bible the most salient point is usually
his peculiar shallowness in failing to understand, not
merely the lofty ethical teachings of the Bible as we
now know it, but the elemental fact that even the most
primitive ethical system taught in the primitive por-
tions of the Bible, the earliest of the sacred writings,
marks a giant stride in moral advance when compared
with the contemporary ethical conceptions of the other
peoples of the day.

Moreover, I appeal for a study of the Bible on many
different accounts, even aside from its ethical and moral
teachings, even aside from the fact that all serious
people, all men who think deeply, even among non-
Christians, have come to agree that the life of Christ,
as set forth in the four Gospels, represents an infinitely
higher and purer morality than is preached in any other
book of the world. Aside from this, I ask that the Bible
be studied for the sake of the breadth it must give to
every man who studies it. I cannot understand the
mental attitude of those who would put the Bible to
one side as not being a book of interest to grown men.
What could interest men who find the Bible dull? The
Sunday newspaper ? Think of the difference there must
be in the mental make-up of the man whose chief read-
ing includes the one, as compared with the man whose
chief reading is represented by the other—the vulgarity,
the shallowness, the inability to keep the mind fixed on
any serious subject, which is implied in the mind of any
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man who cannot read the Bible and yet can take plea-
sure in reading only literature of the type of the colored
supplement of the Sunday paper. Now, I am not
speaking against the colored supplement of any paper
in its place; but as a substitute for serious reading of
the great Book, it represents a type of mind which it
is gross flattery merely to call shallow.

I do not ask you to accept the word of those who
preach the Bible as an inspired book; I make my ap-
peal not only to professing Christians; I make it to
every man who seeks after a high and useful life, to
every man who seeks the inspiration of religion, or who
endeavors to make his life conform to a high ethical
standard; to every man who, be he Jew or Gentile,
whatever his form of religious belief, whatever creed
he may profess, faces life with the real desire not only
to get out of it what is best, but to do his part in every-
thing that tells for the ennobling and uplifting of hu-
manity.

I am making a plea, not only for the training of the
mind, but for the moral and spiritual training of the
home and the church, the moral and spiritual training
that has always been found in, and has ever accom-
panied, the study of the book which in almost every
civilized tongue, and in many an uncivilized, can be
described as “the Book” with the certainty of having
the description understood by all listeners. A year and
a quarter ago I was passing on foot through the native
kingdom of Uganda, in Central Africa. Uganda is the
most highly developed of the pure Negro states in
Africa. It is the state which has given the richest re-
turn for missionary labor. It now contains some half-
million of Christians, the direction of the government
being in the hands of those Christians. I was interested
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to find that in their victorious fight against, in the first
place, heathendom, and, in the next place, Moslemism,
the native Christians belonging to the several different
sects, both Catholics and Protestants, had taken as
their symbol “the Book,” sinking all minor differences
among themselves, and coming together on the com-
mon ground of their common belief in “the Book”
that was the most precious gift the white man had
brought to them.

It is of that book, and as testimony to its incalculable
influence for good from the educational and moral stand-
point, that the great scientist Huxley wrote in the fol-
lowing words:

“Consider the great historical fact that for three
centuries this book has been woven into the life of all
that is noblest and best in English history; that it has
become the national epic of Britain; that it is written
in the noblest and purest English and abounds in ex-
quisite beauties of mere literary form; and, finally, that
it forbids the veriest hind, who never left his village,
to be ignorant of the existence of other countries and
other civilizations of a great past stretching back to
the farthest limits of the oldest nations in the world.
By the study of what other book could children be so
much humanized and made to feel that each figure in
that vast historical procession fills, like themselves, but
a momentary space in the interval between the Eterni-
ties?”’

I ask your attention to this when I plead for the
training of children in the Bible. I am quoting, not a
professed Christian, but a scientific man whose scien-
tific judgment is thus expressed as to the value of Bibli-
cal training for the young.

And again listen to what Huxley says as to the bear-
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ing of the Bible upon those who study the ills of our
time with the hope of eventually remedying them:

“The Bible has been the Magna Carta of the poor
and of the oppressed. Down to modern times no State
has had a constitution in which the interests of the
people are so largely taken into account, in which the
duties so much more than the privileges of rulers are
insisted upon, as that drawn up for Israel in Deuter-
onomy and in Leviticus; nowhere is the fundamental
truth that the welfare of the State in the long run de-
pends upon the righteousness of the citizen so strongly
laid down. . . . The Bible is the most democratic book
in the world.”

This is the judgment of Huxley, one of the greatest
scientific thinkers of the last century. I ask you to train
children in the Bible. Never commit the awful error of
training the child by making him learn verses of the
Bible as a punishment. I remember once calling upon
a very good woman and finding one of her small sons,
with a face of black injury, studying the Bible, and this
very good woman said to me with pride: “Johnny has
been bad, and he is learning a chapter of Isaiah by
heart.” I could not refrain from saying: “My dear
madam, how can you do such a dreadful thing as to
make the unfortunate Johnny associate for the rest of
his life the noble and beautiful poetry and prophecy of
Isaiah with an excessively disagreeable task? You are
committing a greater wrong against him than any he
has himself committed.” Punish the children in any
other way that is necessary; but do not make them look
upon the Bible with suspicion and dislike as an instru-
ment of torture, so that they feel that it is a pain to
have to read it, instead of, as it ought to be, a privilege
and pleasure to read it.
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In reading the Bible and the beautiful Bible stories
that have delighted childhood for so many generations,
my own preference is to read them from the Bible and
not as explained even in otherwise perfectly nice little
books. Read these majestic and simple stories with
whatever explanation is necessary to make the child
understand the words; and then the story he will under-
stand without difficulty.

Of course we must not forget to give whatever ex-
planation is necessary to enable the child to understand
the words. I think every father and mother comes to
realize how queerly the little brains will accept new
words at times. I remember an incident of the kind in
connection with a clergyman to whose church I went
when a very small boy. It was a big Presbyterian
church in Madison Square, New York; any New Yorker
of my age who happens to be present here will probably
recollect the church. We had a clergyman, one of the
finest men that I had ever met, one of the very, very
raré men to whom it would be no misuse of words to
describe as saintly. He was very fond of one of his
little grandsons. This little grandson showed an entire
willingness to come to church and to Sunday-school
when there were plenty of people present; but it was
discovered that he was most reluctant to go anywhere
near the church when there were not people there. As
often happens with a child (every mother knows how
difficult it often is to find out just what the little mind
is thinking), his parents could not find out for some
time what was the matter with the little boy or what
he was afraid of in the church. Finally, Doctor Adams,
the clergyman, started down to the church and asked
his little grandson to come with him. After a little
hesitation the small boy said yes, if his grandfather
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were coming, he would go. They got inside the church
and walked down the aisle, their footsteps echoing in the
empty church. The little fellow trotted alongside his
grandfather, looking with half-frightened eagerness on
every side. Soon he said: ““Grandfather, where is the
zeal?”” The grandfather, much puzzled, responded:
““Where is what?” ‘““Where is the zeal 7’ repeated the
little boy. The grandfather said: “I don’t know what
you mean; what are you talking of 7’ “Why, grand-
father, don’t you know? ‘The zeal of thine house hath
eaten me up’!” Now that little fellow had been ren-
dered profoundly uncomfortable and very suspicious of
the church because he had read this statement, had ac-
cepted it in literal fashion, and concluded there was
some kind of fearful beast dwelling in the church, as to
which it behooved him to be on his guard.

It would be a great misfortune for our people if they
ever lost the Bible as one of their habitual standards
and guides in morality. In addressing this body, which
must contain representatives of many different creeds,
I ask you men and women to treat the Bible in the
only way in which it can be treated if benefit is to be
obtained from it, and that is, as a guide to conduct.
I make no pretense to speak to you on dogmatic the-
ology—there are probably scores of different views of
dogma here represented.  There are scores of different
ways leading toward the same goal; but there is one test
which we have a right to apply to the professors of all
the creeds—the test of conduct. More and more, peo-
ple who possess either religious belief or aspiration after
religious belief are growing to demand conduct as the
ultimate test of the worth of the belief. I hope that
after what I have said no man can suspect me of failure
rightly to estimate the enormous influence that study
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of the Bible should have on our lives; but I would rather
not see a man study it at all than have him read it as
a fetich on Sunday and disregard its teachings on all
other days of the week; because, evil though we think
the conduct of the man who disregards its teachings on
week-days, it is still worse if that conduct is tainted
with the mean vice of hypocrisy. The measure of our
respect for and belief in the man and the woman who
do try to shape their lives by the highest ethical stand-
ards inculcated in the Scriptures must in large part be
also the measure of our contempt for those who osten-
tatiously read the Bible and then disregard its teach-
ings in their dealings with their fellow men.

I do not like the thief, big or little; I do not like him
in business and I do not like him in politics; but I dis-
like him most when, to shield himself from the effects
of his wrong-doing, he claims that, after all, he is a
“religious man.” He is not a religious man, save in
the sense that the Pharisee was a religious man in the
time of the Saviour. The man who advances the fact
that he goes to church and reads the Bible as an odset
to the fact that he has acted like a scoundrel in his pub-
lic or private relations, only writes his own condemna-
tion in larger letters than before. And so a man or a
woman who reads and quotes the Bible as a warrant
and an excuse for hardheartedness and uncharitableness
and lack of mercy to friend or neighbor is reading and
quoting the Bible to his or her own damage, perhaps to
his or her own destruction. Let the man who goes to
church, who reads the Bible, feel that it is peculiarly
incumbent upon him so to lead his life in the face of
the world that no discredit shall be brought upon the
creed he professes, that no discredit shall attach to the
book in accordance with which he asserts that he leads
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his own life. Sometimes I have seen—all of you have
seen—the appeal made to stand by a man who has done
evil, on the ground that he is a pillar of the church.
Such a man is a rotten pillar of any church. And the
professors of any creed, the men belonging to any
church, should be more jealous than any outsider in
holding such a man to account, in demanding that his
practice shall square with the high professions of be-
lief. Such a man sins not only against the moral law,
sins not only against the community as a whole, but
sins, above all, against his own church, against all who
profess religion, against all who belong to churches, be-
cause he by his life gives point to the sneer of the cynic
who disbelieves in all application of Christian ethics to
life, and who tries to make the ordinary man distrust
church people as hypocrites. Whenever any church
member is guilty of business dishonesty or political
dishonesty or offenses against the moral law in any way,
those who are members of churches should feel a far
greater regret and disappointment than those who are
not members. They cannot afford for one moment to
let it be supposed that they exact from the attenders
at church any less strict observance of the moral law
than if they did not attend church. They cannot af-
ford to let the outside world even for a moment think
that they accept church-going and Bible-reading as
substitutes for, instead of incitements toward, leading
a higher and better and more useful life. We must
strive each of us so to conduct our own lives as to be,
to a certain extent at least, our brother’s keeper. We
must show that we actually do take into our own
souls the teachings that we read; that we apply to our-
selves the Gospel teaching that a corrupt tree cannot
bring forth good fruit, and that the sound tree must
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prove its soundness by the fruit it brings forth; that
we apply to ourselves the teachings of the epistle
wherein we are warned to be doers of the Word and
not hearers only.

I have asked you to read the Bible for the beautiful
English and for the history it teaches, as well as for
the grasp it gives you upon the proper purpose of man-
kind. Of course, if you read it only for sesthetic pur-
poses, if you read it without thought of following its
ethical teachings, then you are apt to do but little good
to your fellow men; for if you regard the reading of it
as an intellectual diversion only, and, above all, if you
regard this reading simply as an outward token of Sun-
day respectability, small will be the good that you
yourself get from it. Our success in striving to help
our fellow men, and therefore to help ourselves, de-
pends largely upon our success as we strive, with what-
ever shortcomings, with whatever failures, to lead our
lives in accordance with the great ethical principles
laid down in the life of Christ, and in the New Testa-
ment writings which seek to expound and apply his
teachings.
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IV

THE PUBLIC SERVANT AND THE EIGHTH
COMMANDMENT

I am overcome more and more with your good
nature in coming here. I learn a great deal more from
you than you can possibly learn from me.

To-day I come to speak on the text “The Public
Servant and the Eighth Commandment,” and like
some other preachers, I do not intend to keep purely
to that text. I chose the two titles I speak upon to-
day and to-morrow because I wish to lay especial stress
upon the prime virtue of the public servant and there-
fore the prime crime of the unworthy public servant;
and also upon the prime virtue and the corresponding
prime crime of the man who writes about the public
servant, the man of the newspaper press and maga-
zines. With the latter I shall deal to-morrow. To-day
I wish to speak of the public servant. Because the
first essential in a public man is honesty, I have chosen
as my title the public servant and the eighth com-
mandment; but I wish to speak of much more than
the eighth commandment in connection with the pub-
lic servant, and I wish to speak of the attituac of the
public as well as of the attitude of its servant.

There used to be in the army an old proverb that
there were no bad regiments, but plenty of bad colonels.
So in private life I have grown to believe that if you
always find bad servants in a household you want to
look out for the mistress. I wonder if you grasp just
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what T mean by that. If you always find bad public
servants, look out for the public! We here—you my
hearers and I—live in a government where we are the
people and, in consequence, where we are not to be
excused if the government goes wrong. There are
many countries where the government can be very
wrong indeed and where nevertheless it can be said
that the people are fundamentally right, for they don’t
choose their public servants, they don’t choose their
government. On the contrary, we do choose our gov-
ernment, not temporarily but permanently, and in the
long run our public servants must necessarily be what
we choose to have them. They represent us; they
must represent our self-restraint and sense of decency
and common sense, or else our folly, our wickedness, or
at least our supine indifference in letting others do the
work of government for us. Not only should we have
the right type of public servants, but we should re-
member that the wrong type discredits not only the
man himself but each of us whose servant he is. Some-
times I hear our countrymen inveigh against politicians;
¥ hear our countrymen abroad saying: “Oh, you mustn’t
judge us by our politicians.” I always want to inter-
rupt and answer: “You must judge us by our politi-
cians.” 'We pretend to be the masters—we, the people
—and if we permit ourselves to be ill served, to be
served by corrupt and incompetent and inefficient men,
then on our own heads must the blame rest.

The other day I spoke to you of the prime need of
having each man act the good citizen first in his own
home, a,n.d I added that unless he did, he could not be
a good citizen. But that is not enough. In addition
the man must do his part, not merely in the election of
candidates, but in creating the kind of atmosphere

618

THE PUBLIC SERVANT

which will make the public man unwilling to do wrong,
and especially unwilling to permit wrong in its grosser
forms.

I began my education early, immediately after leav-
ing college; for about that time I first began to spend
a good deal of my time west of the Mississippi, and I
also went into the New York legislature, a by no means
wholly arcadian body. Itis a little difficult to persuade
me that politically we are growing worse. I do not
think so. I think that politically we have grown a lit-
tle better during the thirty years that I have watched
politics close at hand. 'We have slipped back, now and
then, we have had trouble of every kind—local dis-
turbances—yet on the whole I believe we have grown
better and not worse; but there is still ample room for
improvement !

One of the first things that struck me in the legisla-
ture was the amount of downright corruption that I
saw and the utter cynicism with which many of the
men who practised the corruption spoke of it. The
next thing that struck me, as I grew better acquainted
with political conditions, was the difficulty in arousing
the public to an attitude of hostility toward that cor-
ruption. This was largely because the public declined
to be awakened unless they thought the corruption was
directly exercised at their own expense; in other words,
it availed little to go into a district and say, “Look at
that man’s votes on such and such questiors; they
show that he isn’t a straight man,” unless the people
of the district believed that their own interest was in-
volved in one of the questions upon which the man
had voted wrong. For instance, there were in the
legislature at that time many country members who
were scrupulous to do right, or at least to appear to do
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right, on the smallest questions affecting their own dis-
tricts, but who would go very far wrong indeed when
the question was one involving some interest in New
York City; for they trusted to the fact that their people
did not care how they voted on New York City matters
as long as they kept straight on matters immediately
affecting the constituents themselves. Naturally men
who held such a standard were certain when they got
into higher offices to be false to their trust. You can-
not have unilateral honesty. The minute that a man
is dishonest along certain lines, even though he pre-
tends to be honest along other lines, you can be sure
that it is only a pretense, it is only expediency; and you
cannot trust to the mere sense of expediency to hold a
man straight under heavy pressure. I very early made
up my mind that it was a detriment to the public to
have in public life any man whose attitude was merely
that he would be as honest as the law made it necessary
for l}im to be. The kind of honesty which essentially
consists merely in too great acuteness to get into jail
Is a mighty poor type of honesty upon which to rely;
because, up near the border-line between what can and
what cannot be punished by law, there come many
occasions when the man can defile the public service,
can defy the public conscience, can in spirit be false to
his oath, and yet technically keep his skirts clear.
When I say that the prime need is that the public
servant shall obey the eighth commandment I do not
mean merely that he shall keep himself in such shape
th‘at a clever lawyer can get him off if he is charged
with theft. I mean that he shall be honest intensively
and extensively. I mean that he shall act with the
same fine sense of honor toward the public and on be-
half of the public that we expect to be shown by those

620

THE PUBLIC SERVANT

neighbors with whom we are willing to trust not only
our money, but our good names. If you intend to trust
a neighbor, the kind of neighbor whom you certainly
will not choose is the man of whom it can only be said
that you are quite sure you won’t be able to get him in
jail. The kind of mental acuteness that is shown merely
by a thorough study of the best methods of escaping
successful criminal procedure is not the kind of mental
acuteness that you value in your friend, in the man
with whom you have business relations; and it should
be the last type of mental ability, the last type of moral
attitude, which you tolerate in a public man.

Perhaps the most dangerous of all public servants,
however, is the public servant who gets into office by
persuading a section of the public that he will do some-
thing that is just a little bit crooked in their interest. I
do not care in the least what section of the public is thus
persuaded. I do not care whether it is the great cor-
poration man who wishes to see a given individual made
judge, or executive officer, or legislator, “because he is
our man and he will look out for the rights of property,”
or whether, on the other hand, it is the wage-worker,
the laboring man, who supports some candidate because
that candidate announces that he is “the friend of
labor,” although the man to whom the appeal is made
ought to understand also that the candidate is the foe
of decency. Capitalist and wage-worker alike will do
well to remember that their interests, face to face with
the public man, are primarily as those affecting au good
American citizens, and that whatever the temporary
advantage may be, they irretrievably harm themselves
and the children who are to come after them if they
permit themselves to be drawn into any other attitude.

The capitalist who thinks it is to the interest of his
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class to have in high office a corrupt man who will serve
his class interest, is laying up for himself and for his
children a day of terrible retribution; for if that type
of capitalist has his way long enough he will persuade
the whole community that the interest of the com-
munity is bound up in overthrowing every man in public
office who serves property, even though he serves it
honestly. The corrupt capitalist may help himself for
the moment, and he may be defended by others of his
own class on grounds of expediency; but in the end he
works fearful damage to his fellows. If a business man
cannot run a given business except by bribing or by
submitting to blackmail let him get out of it and into
some other business. If he cannot run his business save
on condition of doing things which can only be done in
the darkness, then let him enter into some totally dif-
ferent field of activity. The test is easy. Let him ask
whether he is afraid anything will be found out or not.
If he is not, he is all right; if he is, he is all wrong. So
much for the capitalist.

Le't the wage-worker in his turn remember that the
candidate for public office who appeals for his support
upon the ground that he will condone lawless violence,
that he will look the other way when violence is perpe-
fcrat-ed, that he will recognize the rules of a labor organ-
ization of any kind as standing above the Constitution
and the laws of his country, let the laboring man re-
member that if he supports such a candidate he in his
turn is doing his best to bring about a condition of
things where democracy would come to an end, where
self-rule would come to an end. Let the capitalist re-
member that he had better be most shocked at the
deeds of his own class, and not at the misdeeds of the
men of another class. And let the laboring man re-
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member in his turn that the foe against whom he should
most carefully guard is the corrupt labor man, the labor
candidate who preaches violence, envy, class hatred.
That is the kind of man who most jeopards the welfare
of the wage-worker, just as the successful corruptionist,
the capitalist who has reached a high position in the
financial world by the practice of acts that will not
bear the light of day, is really the worst foe of the very
property classes that are sometimes so misguided as to
rally to his defense when he is attacked.

I shall tell you one story: In the old days I used to
have a cow-ranch in the short-grass country. At that
time there were no fences within a thousand miles of
it. If a calf was passed by on the round-up, so that
next year when it was a yearling and was not follow-
ing any cow, it was still unbranded, it was called a
maverick. It was range custom or range law that if a
maverick were found on any range the man finding it
would put on the brand of that range. I had hired a
new cow-puncher, and one day when he and I were rid-
ing we struck a maverick. Itwasona neighbor’s range,
the Thistle Range. The puncher roped and threw the
maverick; we built a little fire of sage-brush, and took
out the cinch iron, heated it, and started to run on the
brand. I said to him: “The Thistle brand.” He an-
swered: “That’s all right, boss, I know my business.”
In a minute I said, “Hold on, you’re putting on my
brand”’; to which he answered: “Yes, I always put on
the boss’s brand.” I said: “Oh, well, you g back
to the house and get your time.” He rose, saying,
“What’s that for? I was putting on your brand”’; and
I closed the conversation with the remark: “Yes, my
friend, and if you will steal for me, you will steal from
me.” That applies in lots of occupations besides those
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of the cow-punchers. Nowhere does it apply more
clearly than in public life.
One of the unfortunate adjuncts of our development

as a people has been the tendency to deify what is
called “smartness,” meaning by smartness adroitness
and skill unaccompanied by any scruple in connection
with the observance of a moral law. We have all of us
heard—I have heard it in the West as well as in the
East—some man alluded to as an awful scoundrel, and
another person replying: “Oh, yes, perhaps he ain’t
quite straight, but I tell you, that fellow is smart!”
You must yourselves have heard at times this kind of
statement made about some scoundrel whom you could
not ux}derstand decent men supporting; and the state-
ment 1s acted upon by many little men, and by many
big men, both in business life and in political life. We
sha&ll never reach the proper standard in public service
or In private conduct until we have a public opinion so
aroused, so resolute, so intelligent, that it shall be
understood that we are more bitter against the scoun-
drel who succeeds than against the scoundrel who fails.

We ought to admire intelligence and ability; but only
wl}en the intelligence and ability are controlled and
g}uded by the will to do right. Intelligence and ability
d1v9rced from the moral instinct merely make the man
an infinitely dangerous wild beast whom it is our busi-
ness to hunt out of the political life, and, so far as we
can, out of the business life, of the community.

It.ha§ been finely said that the supreme task of hu-
manity is to subordinate the whole fabric of civilization
to the service of the soul. This does not mean that we
are to neglect the things of the body. It means that
we are to treat the welfare of the body as necessary,
as a good in itself; but still more as a good because
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upon that welfare we can build the higher welfare of
the soul. There is a soul in the community, a soul in
the nation, just exactly as there is a soul in the indi-
vidual; and exactly as the individual hopelessly mars
himself if he lets his conscience be dulled by the con-
stant repetition of unworthy acts, so the nation will
hopelessly blunt the popular conscience if it permits
its public men continually to do acts which the nation
in its heart of hearts knows are acts that cast discredit
upon our whole public life.

It is an old and a trite saying that our actions have
more effect upon our principles than our principles upon
our actions. I remember some time ago, out on the
range, listening to a fine old fellow speaking to his
nephew who was a fine young man, but nervous in his
strange surroundings, and entirely unaccustomed to
horses. The young fellow had asked his uncle how he
could grow fearless in handling horses, because, he said,
he was sure that if he only could get so that he would
not be afraid of them he could handle them all right.
The old uncle responded: “Now, I'll tell you, you go
ahead and handle them as if you were not afraid of
them and gradually you will stop being afraid of them.”
In other words, the boy could not afford to wait until
he stopped being afraid of the horse before he rode it.
He had to ride until he stopped being afraid of it. He
had to get the habit of not being afraid of it, and when
once he had acquired the habit of riding as it he were
not afraid, all cause for worry disappeared and gradu-
ally all fear itself disappeared. It is just the same in
public life. If you habitually suffer your public repre-

sentatives to be dishonest you will gradually lose all
ower of insisting upon honesty. If you let them con-
tinually do little acts that are not quite straight you
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will gradually induce in their minds the mental atti-
tude which will make it hopeless to get from them any-
thing that is not crooked. If in this State, in Cali-
fornia, or in New York, you for a generation permit big
corporations to purchase favors to which they are not
entitled you will breed up a race of public men and
business men who accept that condition of things as
normal. And then, my friends, when you finally wake
up, I wish you would remember that, great though
their blame may be, your blame is even greater for
having permitted such a condition of things to arise.

When the awakening comes, you will undoubtedly
have to change the machinery of the law in order to
meet the conditions that have become so bad, but do
not forget that no nation was ever yet saved by govern-
mental machinery alone. You must have the right
kind of law; but the best law that the wit of man can
devise will amount to nothing if you have not the right
kind of spirit in the man behind the law. And again,
friends, when you finally revolt, as revolt you will and
must against being ruled by corporations, and when
you assume the power over them, then is the time to
remember that it is your duty to be honest to them
just as much as to exact honesty from them; and that
if you are guilty of the folly and iniquity of doing wrong
at their expense, you have not made a step in advance,
even though you have stopped them from doing wrong
at your expense. You must demand honesty or you
are not men; and you must do honestly or you are not
decent men.

In the century which is now well open we shall have
to use the legislative power of the State to make con-
ditions better and more even as between man and man.
Our aim must be to control the big corporation so that
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while it earns an ample reward upon its investment it
gives to the public in return an ample service for the
reward it receives. More and more we must shape
conditions so that each man shall have a fair chance
in life; that so far as we can bring it about—I do not
mean to say that we can bring it about absolutely but
in so far as we can approximately bring it about—each
man shall start in life on a measurable equality of op-
portunity with other men, unhelped by privilege him-
self, unhindered by privilege in others. Now understand
me: I do not mean for a moment that we should try
to bring about the impossible and undesirable condi-
tion, of giving to all men equality of reward. As long
as human nature is what it is there will be inequality
of service, and where there is inequality of service there
ought to be inequality of reward. That is justice.
Equal reward for unequal service is injustice. All I am
trying to help bring about is such a condition of affairs
that there shall be measurable approximation to a
higher reward than at present for the right kind of ser-
vice, and a lesser reward than at present for some forms
of activity that do not represent real service at all.
There must be an opportunity for each man to show
the stuff that is in him. But in the last analysis he must
help himself. Every one of us stumbles at times. There
is not a man here who does not at times stumble; and
when that is the case shame on his brother who will not
stretch out a helping hand to him. Help him np; but
when he has been helped up then it is his duty and
business to walk for himself. Help him up; but if he
lies down, you cannot carry him. You will not do any
good to him and you will interfere with your own use-
fulness to yourself and to others.

Our whole governmental policy should be shaped to
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secure a more even justice as between man and man,
and better conditions such as will permit each man to
do the best there is in him. In other words, our gov-
ernmental ideal is to secure as far as possible the even
distribution of justice—using the word justice in its
largest and finest sense. You cannot secure justice if
you haven’t just and upright public servants. You
cannot secure great reforms if the fountainhead from
which the reforms are to come is corrupt. Our democ-
racy in this our country now approximates the hundred-
million mark of population; our great democracy has
great and complex needs; we need to have wise men,
far-sighted men in public office, so that they may study
those needs, and, so far as may be, meet them. But no
wisdom in a public servant will avail if the public ser-
vant is not honest; and he will not be honest unless the
public both demands and practises honesty.

I plead for honesty in the public servant, and I plead
for it strongly. We need ability and intelligence to help
us solve the problems with which as a nation we are
face to face. We cannot solve them without ability,
without intelligence. But what we need most of all is
honesty, honesty in our people and honesty in our rep-
resentatives. And woe to us as a nation if we do not
have the honesty, the uprightness, the desire to treat
egch man with wise and generous and considerate jus-
tice.

Last year I was in the Old World, and wherever I
went I encountered two phases of feeling that seemed
contradictory. In the first place, wherever I went 1
found the man who felt that he had been unjustly
treated in life looking eagerly toward this country as a
country where the ideal of justice between man and
man had been at least partially realized. And every-
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where I went I found also, oh, my friends, a very dif-
ferent feeling, a feeling of doubt and mistrust among
our friends and admirers because of what they had
heard of our lack of integrity and honesty in public and
in business affairs. I wish that our people could realize
that every time word is sent abroad of political or busi-
ness corruption or mob violence in this country, it sad-
dens the heart of all believers in popular government,
everywhere; and it is a subject for sneering mirth to
every reactionary, to every man who disbelieves that
the people can control themselves and do justice both
to themselves and to others. I do not suppose that if
we come short in our duty, if we are uninfluenced by
the appeal made to us for our own sakes and for the
sake of our children, we can be moved by an appeal
made for other people. Yet I believe that every man
who has the inestimable privilege of living here in our
free land should feel in his soul, deep in the marrow
of his being, that not only are we bound to act justly
and honorably and honestly as a nation for our own
sakes, not only are we bound so to act for the sake of
the children who are to come after us, but that we are
also bound thus to act because all over the world, the
peoples are looking eagerly at this great experiment in
popular government; and shame to us, woe to us, if our
conduct dims the golden hope of the nations of man-
kind.
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Calif., March 22, 1911. First published in pamphlet form under the title: Ex-
PRESIDENT THEODORE ROOSEVELT'S ADDRESS AT OCCIDENTAL COLLEGE. . . . [Los
Angeles, 1911]. 16 pp., port., 16mo, wrappers.

XXV. “proresstoNanisM” 1N sporTs. Published in The North American Re-
view, August, 1880,

XXX. apruep Ernics. A Harvard University lecture delivered at the Sanders
Theatre, Cambridge, Mass., December 14, 1910. First published with this title:
APPLIED ETHICS. BEING ONE OF THE WILLIAM BELDEN NOBLE LECTURES FOR 1910,
By Theodore Roosevelt, LL.D., D.C.L, LH.D., Ph.D. Cambridge: Harvard
University, 1911. 50 pp., 12mo, red cloth.

Several of the above chapters have been reprinted from: AFRICAN AND EUROPEAN
appREssES. By Theodore Roosevelt.  With an introduction presenting a descrip-
tion of the conditions under which the addresses were given during Mr. Roosevelt's
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journey in 1910 from Khartum through Europe to New York. By Lawrence F.
Abbott. G. P, Putnam's Sons. New York and London. The Knickerbocker
Press, 1910. xli, 249 pp., 12mo, red cloth. Other chapters from this book will be

found in Volume XIV and later volumes.

Several chapters of the present volume were originally published without titles.
For this reason the editor has supplied titles for the following: AvERICAN IDEALS,
Chapter V : tne sTRENUOUS LIFE, Chapters VII, XIV, XVIII, XX, XXI, XXIV,

XXV, XXIX.
REALIZABLE IDEALS

ReavrzaBLE IpEaLls. (Tur Earn Lecrures.) By Theodore Roosevelt.
San Francisco: Whitaker & Ray-Wiggin Co., 1912,
154 pp., front., 12mo, green, blue, or red cloth.

The title-page of the second printing has after Ear! lectures the following words:

of Pacific Theological Seminary delivered at Berkeley, California, in 1911.
R. W. G, VAIL.
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