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AN ELECTION SERMON,.

DANIEL, ii. 44.

In the days of thefe Kings, fball the Gon of Hea-
ven fet up a kingdom which fhall never be de-
Siroyed ; and the kingdom fbal/ not be left to ciber
people ; but it fhall break in pieces, and confume

all thefe kingdoms, and it fbail fland forever.

H E N our Lorp Jesus was about to

afcend from earth to heaven, having
finifhed the glorious work for which he came,
he gave in charge to his immediate followers,
to go forth and difciple all nations. This com-
miffion he was pleafed to preface with thefe
words : “ A/l power in beaven and in earth, is
< given unto me.”

Turs fame .divine perfon many ages before,
appeared to Aofes, the Hebrew law-giver, and
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fpake from the burning buth, when he gave
him commiiffion to go for the redemption of his
people from their fevere bondage, by the name
of “ 1 AM THAT I AM:” And told him
to fay 1 AM"” hath fent me. Itwas e alfo
who, many years after, appeared to Fofbua, the
commander in chicf of the Hebrew bands, by
the name of the ¢ Captain of the Lord’s boff.”

In the Proverbs of king Solemon, divinely
dictated, under the name of #i/dom, this {fame
divine Being makes no hefitation to declare,
““ By ME kings reign and princes decree juflice ;
““ by Mg princes rule, and nobles, c¢ven all the
“ judges of the eartb.”

His holy apoftle declares that ¢ God bath
“ exalted bim far above all principality and power,
“ and might and dominion, and every name that
““ is named, not only in this world, but alfo in that
““ wbhich is to come:” that “ all things are put
“ under his feet,” and that “ be is given to be
“ head over all things to the church.”

[}

Frowm all which we fafely conclude, that ab-
folute pominion belongs to the Lorp JEsus
Curist. And that all the limited authority,
dominion and power, to be found among men,
;:, either mediately or immediately derived from

im.

““ Tue power of thofe who are exalted to
¢« feats of government,” faid a venerable father
on a like occafion, almoft a century paft * ¢ is

* Rev. Mr. Bulkley’s Elelion Sermon.
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¢« from HiM. Whatever the particular inftru-
¢ ments or means of conveying this power, and
¢ vefting it in thefe and thofe particular ’Pcr-
“« fons, may be : yet the power itfelf is from
¢ Gop, a ray of His. In elettive ftates where
¢« perfons are advanced by the fuffrazes of o-
« thers, to places of rule, and vefted with civil
¢« power ; the perfons chufing, give not the
¢« power, but Goo. They are but the inftru-
« ments of conveyance, and do but defign, i. e.
“ mominate, the perfons that fhall receive it from

« Him.”

Hence it is HE, who in his holy providence,
putteth down one, and fetteth up another. He
exalted even heathen princes—raifed up a Pba-
rach, called Nebuchadnezzar his fervant, and
Cyrus his fhepherd and his anointed.

THis divine IMMmaNveL was pleafed, in the
vifions of the night, to give to an heathen de/-
pot, fome intimations of the glory and fuccefs of
HIS K1.GDOM on earth.

It is hoped it will not be thought unfeafon-
able, if the fpeaker humbly invite the attention
of this very refpe€able auditory for a few min-
utes, to that KiNc and xinepom which hath no
end. Efpecially when it is remembered that it
is his duty and bufinefs, to ftudy its laws and
maxims, to endeavor to proclaim its beauties,
and to perfuade his fellow-men, to feek firtt its
righteoufnefs, profperity and glory.

THE context, it is prefumed, is fo well re-
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membered by all who confult the facred pages,
that it precludes the neceflity of any rehearfal.
The image that appeared to ftand before the
aftonithed prince, 1s fo particularly defcribed
and fo minutely interpreted, as renders a repe-
tition needlefls.  Great numbers in this auditory
have, no doubt, received profitable inftrution,
as well as pleafing entertainment, in reading in
antient hiftory, a more full account of the pro-
phet’s prediction, of which this chapter contains
only the out-lines.

WEe may obferve therefore, from the text,
that a glorious kingdom is to be fet up; and
that it is to be fet up, in the midft of the chan-
ges and overturnings of earthly dominion and
greatnels. Agreeably to the prophet Ezekiel,
who was contemporary with the one who gave
us our text. I will overturn, overturn, over-
turn it, 1. e. dominion, and ¢ fhall be no more.”

THus the Chaldean dominion was transferred
into the hands of the Perfians ; thence into the
hands of the Grecian conqueror, and from the
Greeks to the Romans. This laft empire arriv-
ing at the higheft pinnacle of earthly glory :
HE, whofe right it is, even the Lorp from hea-
ven—the LorD JEsus appeared to lay the
foundation of this kingdom fpoken of in our
text.

BE pleafed further to obferve, that this king-
dom fball never be deftroyed. While the formi-
dable empires and mighty kingdoms of this
world, in their turn, rife and fall, yea, become
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extin and forgotten ; this kingdom fhall abide
and remain~—fhall out live and be an attendant
on the funeral of all the fhort-lived dominions
of the carth. Moreover, that 1t thall drake s
pieces and confume all thote that are in oppofition
to it ; or bring into it, crowns and jeeptres—ad-
forb all earthly powers, and make them contii-
bute to its progrefs, advancement and glory.

I uavE now to afk your attention, to the fu-
preme RULER in this kingdon—The nature of its
laws and inaxims—and the characicr of its fuljells.

‘Tuc fupreme ruler in this kingdom is none
other than the Lorp Jrsus Curist. He who
made all things, and by whom all things con-
fit. He who thought it not robbery to be
equal with Gon : but made himfelf of no rep-
utation, and became obedient unto death, even
the death of the ¢rgfs. And this, that he mighe
erect a kingdom on earth, and with fuch fub~
jects as a lapfed world is compofed of ; even {in-
ners and tranfgreflors againit their Goo.

For this, it was neceffary that he fhould pur-
chafe and redeem them, and that with rhe price
of his own BLooD—That he thould affert the
reftitude of the divine adminiftration, the equi-
ty and goodnefs of his Law; whi~h could not
be, but by his ebedience and jaciijice. This
theretore he chearfully undertock. ¢ Behold |
“ come, 1n the volume of the book it is wiit-
““ tenof e, to do thy will, O Gop.” In or-
der for the accomplithment of which, he ap-
peared meek and lowly ; fubmutted to the

B
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reproaches and indignities of wicked men—to
be accounted mean and contemptible, and when
he was reviled, reviled not again. He was full
of philanthropy, went about doing good, and
was emphatically the finner’s friend.

His obedience in his threefold charaéter, as
a Man, a Few and a Redcemer, was perfe&t and
perfevering ; his fufferings and death meritori-
ous, and his refurreion and afcenfion, certain
and triumphant.

T uis divine Ruler is pofleffed of every perfec-
tion fuited to be the great head of this kingdom,
He is now continually operating in the courfe
of his all-governing providence, with fuch wif-
dom, power and goodnels, as to make all things
fubfervient to his grand defign, in bringing
glory to Gop, and happinefs to the fyftem of in-
telligence. ¢ He maketh his angels fpirits,
“ and his minifters a flame of fire.”” He con-
dués the affairs of this world in fuch a manner,
as is beft calculated to promote, and moft wifely
adapted to advance, the interefls of this king-
dom on earth. When ¢ the heathen rage and
“ the people imagine a vain thing :”’ He fit-
teth in the heavens and laugheth as their folly.
When the kings and potentates of the earth’
take counfel together, and fetr themfelves againft
him; “ He dafheth them in pieces like a pot-
“ ter’s veflel.,”

L ]
Fror the earlieft ages, He hath fo ordered
the evenss of time, that the rife and fall of na-
tions—the revolutions and changes which have
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come to pafs, ameng the generations of men ;
have all contriduted to bring forward the medi-
atorial plan, and will, in iffue, produce a large
revenue of glory to the Loap Jesus CHRIsT.

Nor is this kingdom propagated by fire and
fwor.d, or by the arts and ftratagems of war
by which indeed moft of the kingdons of this
world have been fet up and eftabiifhed : bur by
the ftill fmall voice of the divine fpirit—bv hea-
venly influence on the minds of men; without
noife, pomp and magnificence : For ¢ this king-
“ dom coineth not with obfervation.”

T His fupreme King of Zion, not only difap-
points and confounds the devices of thofe who
are in oppofition to his kingdom ; but rulesin
the hearis of his people by love. As his ad-
miniltrations are all wife, jult and good ; fo the
laws, precepts and maxims by which he governs,
are excellent and divine.  To zbefe then in the
next place, I am to afk your attention.

THis is the only abfolute monarchy we know
of, that is withcut its faults, Monarchical go-
vernment, we may, perhaps, be allowed to fay,
1s the bett in the umverfe, provided the mo-
narch be wife, juft and good. But fuch are the
imperfetions and corruptions attendant on lapf-
ed degenerate men, that it 1s exceedingly dan-
gerous to ere&t fuch a government in our world ;
left oppreflion and violence thould ftalk uncon-
trouled, and mifery and wretchednefs be ftill

more accumulated among the children of
men,
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Tue hiftory of paft aces exhibits a hideous
portrait of the diimal effe@s of ablolute del-
potic govcmmrnr ¢ What mighty bleflings
¢ to mank nd,” remarks a worthv divine® on a
finilar u:'caﬁon, « were the famous Niius,
 Neduckadnezzar, Alexander, yea even Ceiar,
¢ and later heroes of that fort ; who have been
« celebrated in the records of fame? What
¢« did they ever do, but butcher mankind ?
“ ravage, rob and plunder millions better than
« themielves? And to what other end, but to
« f{erve their own lawlefs and unbridied lufts 2
<« \What were their moft celebrated virtues, but
¢ the wonderful generofity of giving thofe rich-
« es, honors and privileges to fome of their
¢ flaves, which thev had fuft verighteoully got-
¢ ton 1nto their power, and taken from others 2

BuT in the government we are contemplat-
ing, although it 1s abfolute monarchy, 1t is, ne-
xertnelc::«, the raoft wile, equitable and mild.
The laws 1w this Kinadom are, indeed, calculat-
ed to bring glory and dignity to the prince—to
exalt the foverer'n @ yet alto to fecure the lib-
eity and fehicity oi' the fubject.

A ruxpamMeEnTAL law in this kingdom is
1ove. *‘“ Thou thalt love the Loap thy Gop
¢ with all thy heait, and thy neighbor as thy-
“ 1elf.”  On this, all the rules, ftatutes and
maxims of this kingdom are founded.

As the glorious Ruler himfelf was full of love

¢ Rev. Dr. Williams, of Lebanon.
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to Gop, and benevolence to mankind, fo he re-
quireth the exercife of this capital virtue, in all
his fubjets. This conftitutes order and peace,
and lays a foundation for a molt agreeable and
happy fociety.

JusTice, integrity and uprightnefs, are urg-
ed, as moft effential requifites for the conduct of
all the fubjets of this kingdom. It is amoft
important maxim given and infifted on, by the
glorious Legiflator, * As ye would that men
¢ fhould do to you, do ve alfo to them lLke-
« wife.” This is that which the Lorp requir-
eth, ¢ to do juftly and love mercy.”

It is an important direction in this kingdom
to render to all their dues. Various are the re-
lations and d:fferent the offices to be {uftained
in focial conneétion, whether in civil or religi-
ous hfc. And hence difterent duties and obli-
gations arife ; according to the various ftations
among men, in which, by divine Providence,
they are placed. Hence rules are prefcribed.
He that ruletd is required to rule ¢ with dili-
‘ gence.”  And to * be juf#, ruling in the fear
« of Gop.” To be a* terror to evil-doers,
““ and a praife tofuch as do well.” He is 1o
conflider himfelf as ** Gop’s minifter,” attend-
ing continually on this very thing.

Or fuljeits it is alfo required, that they
¢ fubmut to the ordinances ot men”’—and ¢ be
¢ fubyedt, not only for wrath, but alfo for con-
“ fcience fake.” And of hun that feacbeth, it
1s required ‘¢ that he wait on teaching”—and
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« give himfelf wholly to thele things, that his
¢« profiting mzy appear.” In a word, the rule
is, ¢ let every man abide in the calling where-
« in he 1is called”—and ¢ reander to all their
« dues, tribute to whom tribute 15 due, honor
¢« to whom honor, and fear to whom fear,”

Benzricence is alfo required of the fubjects
of Curist’s kingdom. Not only that benevo-
lent affc&ion be exercifed ; but that it be ex-
preffed in beneficent aions and condu to-
wards our fellow-men. The rule adopted is,
« look not every man at his own things, but
¢t every man alfo, at the things of others.” In
oppofition to that narrow and contracted fclfith-
nels, which 1s fo incompauble with all moral
and focial virtue.

TruTH and fincerity, in oppofition to hypo-
crify, and artful diflimulation is ftrongly urged,
as a neceflary regulation for the condué@ of the
fubje@s of this dominion. An open and honeft
franknefls in communication, with ¢ yea, vea,
““ nay, nayv,” inafinuch as *‘ whatloever is more
¢ than this, cometh of evil.” To thefe may be
added, fobrietv, temperance and charitv, as dif-
tinguifhing ornaments of thofe who belong to
a kingdom which 1s never to have an end.

I onLyY add here, that cheerful, uniform and
‘perfevering obedience to thefe, and all the com-
mands of CHRIsT Jesus, is ftri¢tly enjoined :
For it is ¢ he that endureth to the end, that
fhall be faved.” But the bare mention of all
the laws and maxims of this kingdom, would
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be to copy a confiderable part of the New-Tef-
tament. Give e leave to fuggeft one thought
more, under this head of difcourfe and it fhall
be difmiffed : and that is, that as thelaws in this
kingdom are all founded in confummate wif-
dom ; fo they are not too many, nor too few—
they need no amendments, nor do they ever re-
quire any repeal. Such is the imperfeCtion that
attends the human-kind, that the wifeft confti-
tution that can be formed by men, and laws and
ftatutes thence arifing, may, and often are, at-
tended with mifchievous and unhappy effeits.
Nor is it poflible to forefee, with precifion, their
operation, fo as to prevent them. Hence arifeth
the neceffity of alteration and change, in legif-
lation, and conifequently in adminiftring vpon
it. But inftability in government, ever difpo-
fes to difcontent and fa&tion. Thefe things are
in a greater or lefs degree, neceffary attendants
on this imperfect ftate—fuch is the fituation of
our world. But in the kingdom of the Rg-
DEEMER, the conftitution is perfe@—the laws
and rules confummately wife, and the adminif-
grz;ttion, of confequence, perfeétly equitable and
jJuft.

I Have now in thelaft place, to requeft your
attention to the charalfler of the fubjeéls of this
dominion, of which we have been fpeaking.
And if in doing this, we tind the principal out-
lines of the truly virtuous and godly man—the
chief chara&eriftics of the rea/ lriffian; it is
hoped, it will not be deemed a mifpending the
time. For I may prefun.e to afferr, that itis
our highefl honor, and will be our greateft feli-
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city to be truly religious—to be real chriftians ;
whatever be our ftations and employiments in
this uncertain world. The fpeaker would be
underftood therefore, bv delineating the charac-
ter, humbly to recommend it.

Tae fubjects of this kingdom partake of the
fame fpirit and temper of their glorious Ruler
and Lord—and they walk in forme meafure e¢ven
as he walked. They are endued with a princi-
ple of real virtue, being born from above.
This lays a foundation for virtuous conduét,
and holy prattice, both towards Gob, them-
felves, and mankind. They exercife * Repen-
« tance toward Gop, and Faith in the Lorp
Jesus Curist.  Senfible they are finners, and
of confequence, under a forfeiture of the divine
favour : they look to the free mercy of Gop,
through the atonerent of CurisT, for pardon
and acceptance unto eternal life.  They are
(a&ing in charaler, and in this view it is in-
tended to confider them) ftrongly attached to
their Prince. They are voluntary in his fer-
vice—are not fubjelts by conftraint; but find
that in being obedient, and in ¢ keeping his
¢« commands there is a great reward”-—and
that < his yoke is eafy and his burden hight.”

SucH is their love and attachment to their
Sovereign and Lord, thar they have a tender
concern for his honor and intereft, and his glory
ever hes near their hearts : For when they ¢ be-
“ Lold the tranfgreflors they are grieved.” As
they love Gop, fo they love mankind—they are

difpofed, as they have opportunity, to do good
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to all. They love not only their friends, but
their enemies. Their benevolent affection 1s
not bounded by their peculiar connections, nor
circum{cribed with their own community or na-
tion : but their philanthropy extends to all man-
kmd

- Anorner charaleriftic of the fubjects of this
kingdom is, they are folicitous to approve
themfelves faithful in their ftations. Agreeably
to the rule given: ¢ Let every man abide in
*“ the fame calling wherein he is called.” And
are diligent in improving the talents committed
to them, be they more orlefs; feeling the weight
cf that charge, ‘“ Occupy until 1 come.”—They
keep in mind, that they are amenable to their
glorious Lorp, for the privileges they enjov,
and betruftments committed to them. They
fear thedoom of the flothful fervant, and are
anxious to obtain the bleffed Exge pronounced
on the faithful ones,

Morzeovex the fubjeé&ts of this kingdom are
guier and peaceable members of the communi-
ty, to which the providence of Gop hath joined
them. They are difpofed not tc be faltious,
turbulent and boifterous ; but rather to feel the
influence and obligation of true patriotifm—to
feek the real profperity and good of their coun-:
try. Hence they feel bound by the precepts
and example of their Lord, to difcharge the du-
ties they owe to their country, and in whofe pro-
tection they fhare a part. From this confider-
ation they will not murmur, much refs refufg,
to contribute their proportion for its {fecurity 2ad

C
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defence : remembring that their bleffed Lorp,
cven after he had proved an exemption, yet
wrought amiracle to pay his po//-tax.

I app, the fubjects of this kingdom are men
of prayer ; and entertain afacred regard for the
chrittian inftitutions. Whether in more exalt-
ed, or ir humbler ftations, they are not aftham-
ed of Jesus and the crofs of Curist. They
love his fabbaths, they attend on his worfhip
and ordinances, and fet 2 greater eftimate on
the light of his countenance and the communi-
cations of his grace and love, than they do on
gold, yea than much fine gold.

In fine, they endeavor to keep a confcience
void of offence, both toward Gop, and toward
man. They are influenced, from a facred re-
gard to their Gop and their SAviotrgto live
¢ fobcrly, righteoufly and godly in the world”
~—And in their habitual condu&, they are dif-
pofed to aét as in fight of the folemn judgement
to come—and with a ferious view to the glori-
ous and awful retributions of eternity.

Trus having an unfhaken truft and confi-
dence in Gob, and abiding under the fhadow of
his wings ; they can be calm and fedate, in the
midit of the boifterous tumuits, and fhaking per-
plexities of a tempefltuous world—foar above its
frowns—defpife its flatteries—look with becom-
mg indi&'crencc on its fublunary vanities—wait
for a comfortable difmiffion from its vexations
and evils—and hope . and look, through grace,
for the approbation -of [hul‘ I.oap, and an
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open and abundant entrance jnto his kingdom
of glory. -

Witn pleafing contemplation we remark ;
bow glorious is the King of Zion. Who will not
fear, who will not love, this fupreme Ruler,
1{ow glorious his perfon, how exalted his king-
dom, how excellent his laws—how wife his ad-
miniftrations, znd how happy his fubje&ts. Is
all power in heaven and earth given unto Him ?
Is it by Him, kings reign and princes decree
juftice ? By Him, do princes rule, and nobles,
even all the judges of the earth—and doth his
kingdom extend over and abforb all others ?—
Then it is eafy and natural to conclude, that all
authority and power, fhort of Him, when view-
ed on a large fcale, is only executive. By Him,
and under Him they rule and govern, are exe-
cuting his purpofes, and bringing about the in-
finieely benevolent defigns of his heart.

Tue chriftian ruler, the really virtuous, who
are in authority, will rejoice to fubferve the in-
terefts of his kingdom. They will contribute
all in their power, to promote the greateft good
—the honor of the REpeEeMER and the beft good
of mankiad. They will feel thatit is a privilege,
as well as an honor, to be by Him furnithed
with fuperior abilities, and placed in circum-
ftances, to imitate their divine Lorp in doing
good—in feeking to diffufe happinefs around
them. And thus the Lorp Jesus makes them
happy inftruments to promote his glorious pur-
pofes.
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AxD indeed, this divine Ruler, 1n the courfe
of his wife providence, doth fo difpofe and or-
der events, that thole who are not virtuous ru-
lers, not rri*qdly to his kingdom ; but rather
feek to oppofe and hinder 1its progrcfs, fhall vet
be under his controul ; fo that they fhall fub-
ferve his pleafure. For * the wrath of man
¢ fhall prail’e him, and the remainder of wrath
¢ will he reitrain.’

Nort the moft bloody tyrant that ever {waved
a {ceptre, or difgraced a diadem, can go a f{iep
bevond his divine permiffion: nor a wicked
Hozael be king over Syria, but by his defigna-
tion. How gnimating the thought that the
Lorp JEsus reigns—that he hath a kingdom
which ihall know no end—and that he is ga-
thering {ubjeéts into it, all around our world !

NorwiTasTanpInG all the oppofition that
hath taken place, and the many efforts which
have been 1nade to overthrow this kingdom, it
ftill abides. Tt hath withftood the ﬂwck of its
enemies for ages, and will ftill wichitand them.

Great indeed, hath been the oppofition to
this kingdom in the world. Befides the pagas
darknrl’s which hath, for ages, brooded over the
greater part of the earth—beﬁdcs the awful de-
luﬁon of that grand Impoftor, the falle prophet in

the Eaﬁ—-beﬁdcs the tyranny and fuperftitions
of the Roman Pontiff and his zealous votaries :
there have been {warms of errors, wild enthufi-
afm and fuperftition, with a kind of religious
phrenfy and madnefs, which have prevailed in
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AnD when we fee men impatient under pro-
per government, difpofed to difcontent and fac-
tion, to diffeminate a fpirit of contention—to
¢ {peak evil of dignities,” and defpife their ru-
lers: if the chara&er of the fubjeéts of CHRIST’s
kingdom hath been juftly drawn ; it is indeed
difficulr, if not impofiible to reconcile this cha-
ralter, with that of a real chriftian ; let their
profeflions and pretenfions be what they may.

“ TyrannNy and anarchy,” faid another of
our fathers, many years paft,t  like fire and
¢ froft, though contrary in their natures, are,
‘“ in many inftances, much alike in their ef-
¢ feCts. A faltious and ungovernable difpofi-
‘¢ tion in the people, does as effeCtually deftroy
¢ the public happinefs, as tyranny in the rulers.
‘¢ And 2 man has no more fecurity of his life,
‘¢ or any of the enjoyments of it, when the exe-
¢¢ cution of the laws is prevented by a mutinous
‘¢ temper of the people ; than he would have
¢« if the laws were fufpended by the arbitrary
¢« will of tyrannical governors.”

THE maxims of the religion of Jesus, abun-
dantly teach and inculcate, nay ftriflly enjoin,
cheerful and ready fubjeion to civil government;
and underits happy influence and prote@ion they
may hope and expet ¢ to lead quiet and peace-
“ able lives in all godlinefs and honefty

IN a view of the glory of the kingdnu. of the
R EDEEMER, and the certainty of its fpread and

4+ Rev. M, IHobart, in his Eletion Sermon.
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progrefs in the world ; permit me once more to
remark—Tbe importance of this new and extended
dominion to which we belong—and which covers
no inconfiderable part of this weflern continent.

May we not anticipate the joy that fhall arife
in every truly virtuous and pious mind, from a
confideration that this fhall be the Theatre on
which, angels and men, fhall behold the dif~
plays of the RepeEMER’s grace, and the glori-
ous enlargement of his kingdom ?

It is a juft remark of a truly great man, that
the vifible kingdom of Curist, from its firft
rife, is making its progrefs towards the #ef.
A vaft, an immenfe, yea in great part, an un-
known territory lies before us in that direftion.
And, fo far as it hath been explored, for fruit-
fulnefs of foil, mildnefs of climate, and fuperior
advantages of inland navigation, equals, if not
furpaffes any other part of the globe. Hitherto
1t hath been occupied, by little more than favage
beafts and favage men. Shall this be all ; un-
til it fhall be confumed with the reft of the
burning world ¢ Surely not.

Tue fpecial agency of Heaven was fo vifibly
manifeft, in the late American Revolution, as
forced the acknowledgment of it, even from the
mnattentive as well as the attertive mind—from,

the profane and impious, as well as the virtuous
and f{ober.

Tue Supreme Ruler, whofe province it is, te
tread out empires, and give them birth ; hath,
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in his holy providence, laid the foundation of
this new and extended empire. Nor is his hand
lefs confpicuous, in opening fuch a fruitful world
before us ; fuflictent-for the fupport of many
millions of inhabitants ; than alfo in infpiring
fuch a remarkable fpirit of emigrition to the
weft.  And this, not only from amongft us
on the eaffern thore of,this continent : But alfo
from various parts of the other. Hardy ad-
ventrous - fouls, quitting the narrow and barren
limits that gave them birth;, to go and dweli in
a more goodly land. And thus lay the foun-
dations for immenfe population and increafe ;
and open the way for the progrels of this king-
dom, and fpread the praifes of the great Re-

deemer, in that land of darknefs and ¢ thadow
¢« of death.”

He muft be very contracted in his views,
who imagines that all thefe preparations, in Pro-
vidence, are only for men to alt over the bufy
fcenes of a fhort life, in pleafure, voluptuouf-
nefs and fenfuality : or that earthly parade and
Jhow; 1s all that 1s intended. No, furely. 1'is
no enthufiafin, 'tis no utopian chimera, to ho
and J¢lieve, that this kingdom fhall there fpread
and prevail, and the Lorp Jesus get to hin-
felf a name and a praife in thofe ends of the
earth.

Bur I may not dwell, any longer on tle
pleafing contemplation.  The unportant bufi-
nefs of the day forbids ; and reguires that the
difcourfe be fhut up with the ufual addrefles.
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I congrRaTULATE My friends, and brethren
of this Commonwealth, on the joyful return of
this pleafing anniverfary. Great and diftin-
guithing have been the mercies of the Gob of
hcaven to our nation and infint empire. And
when we were in imminent danger of {uch inter-
nal convulfions and divifions, as, had they not
been checked, portended our overthrow and
fpeedy ruin ; and this notwithftanding the in-
finite expence of toil, treafure and blood : Be-
hold it hath pleafed Hiwm, by whofe fpecial pro-
vidence, our empire was founded, to unite a
great people, in ftrengthening the bands of
union, in forming and adopting a Conftitution,
in a manner unequalled by, nay without a pre-
cedent among the nations of the earth.

WitH ineflable pleafure, the citizens of the
Uited States, may once more behold HiM who
who is juftly efteemed the Father of his country,
and, under Gop, the Saviour of a great peo-
ple ; from the toils of war, tafting the fweets
of his beloved retirement and domeftic tran-
quility for a fhort feafon—at the united folicita-
tions of a grateful and feeling people ; acain
ftep forth, and though relu®ant, take the Pre-
fidents’ Chair : to head, not the gallant heroes
and veteran foldiers in the fie/d; but the fage
councillars in the cabinet—the auguft legiflature
of America,

.\.VITE:[ equal f{atisfaCion, we alfo view that
(llﬂnngunmcci Patriot, whofe invincible attach-
ment to his country trom early life, hath called
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forth his great exertions, not only by his in-
ftrutive pen ; but alfo in perfon, from Court 1o
Court, as our Ambaflador abroad : now, as a
tribute of gratituge from his country, at their
call, 1s pleafed to take the Chair of Vice- Prefient.

WiTH no lefs joy we view the venerable Se-
nators and Reprefentatives of our nation, in ge-
neral Congrets affembled ; with deliberation
and firmnefs, unitedly cxcrtino their witdom, in-
tegrity and zeal, to heal the wounds, and cure
the diforders of their diftrefled country, and
render their fellow citizens both happy at hoime,
and refpetable abroad. Was the revolution
and the eftablithment of our Iudependence, the
““ L.orD’s doings ’—Surely tbis not lefs.

Great and diftinguithing have been the
mercies of Gob to this State in particular : and
this day is a witnefs, of the patience and good-
nefs of the God of our Fatbers, towards us their
children ; in continuing to us, our civil and re-
ligious privileges of fuch ineftimable worth.—
We behold our fathers and brethren, who are
conttituted by the fuffrages of a free people, the
pillars and fupporters of this ftate—the guardi-
ans of our precious immunities. And when in
General Affembly met, as foon as formed, we
view them reforting togethcr, to the houfe of
Gop, unitedly to look up to the great Fountain
of Wifdom, ¢ the Father of Lights,” and to
implore his prefence and direction with them.
The weighty concerns before them call for it,
and the prayers, and beft wifhes, of all good and
virtuous citizens, will attend them.
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Nor is it a fmall part of the joy that appears
in the countenances of this numerous throng,—
May it pleafe your Excellency ; for to you, Sir, I
beg leave, with filial confidence, yet humble de-
ference, more particularly to diret my difcourfe.
—It is not one of the leaft felicities of this peo-
ple, to behold you, Sir, at the head of your nu-
nmierous brethren and citizens of this common-
wealth. Efpecially when we -confider you as
one born and educated among us—as one who
hath given early and continued affurances of
your fteady attachment to the beft interefts of
your citizens, by a long feries of public and un-
remitting labors both at home and abroad.

SuaLL we repeat our expreffions of gratitude,
for the eminent fervices you have rendered to
this State, and to the United States ? Although
this may be acceptable, yet a confcioufnefs of
your own integrity and fidelity in your various
important offices, [ know, mtift afford you much
greater fatisfaCtion. You will permit me, Sir,
as one of the minifters of the Lorp Jesvus, to
requeft you often to reflet, that the eyes of
Gob, and this people, are upon you—that as
your office is high and honorable, fo the duties
of it are arduous and difficult. ‘That you are
accountable to Him, by whofe providence, you
are raifed to your exalted ftation : and that
‘¢ where much is given much is alfo required.”’

You will often contemplate, with divine plea-
fure, the glory and importance of that King and
Kingdom, which hath been the zbeme of the fore-
going difcourfe. Nor will you be athamed to



283 ELECTION SERMON.

be, and continue tc be, a faithful fubje&t of the
Prinee of Peace. To Him you will itill repair,
and on his grace vou will rely, in all your tri-
als, whether official or perfonal—even to Hlm
who hath faid, ¢ My grace is {ufficient for you.’

A BEcomiNG fenfe of your own infufficiency
without divine aid—the {weets of an approving
confcience, and the approbation of your Judge
at laft ; will often bring you, with a fpirit of
humble dependance, to the throne of grace, with
that petiion which proceeded from one* who
prefided over a greater people than your Iixcel-
lency now doth.—¢¢ Give, therefore, thy fervant
« an underftanding heart, to judge thy people,
¢ that I may difcern between good and bad:
« for who is able to judge this thy fo great peo-
« ple.”

Your Excellency, will fuffer me to remind
you, that as the L.orp Jesus, who 1is the head
of all power, hath, in his holy providence, fur-
nifhed you with ability, and placed you in cir-
cumftances, to be eminently ufeful ; 1o He will,
one day, call you to render an account to Him
your glorious Mafter.— “efore whofe tribunal,
fhall you and we ftand, divelted of every offi-
cial diftinction and titles of honor, which are
peculiar to this world.

AND now, That ysur Excellency may ftill
poflcis the fulieft confidence, and the warmeft
affcction of a grateful people—a long and fug-

* King Solvmon,



ELECTION SERMON. 29

cefsful adminiftration—the teftimony of an ap-
proving confcience—the fupports of religion
through life—the confolations of divine grace
at death—and the final approbation of vour Su-
préne Judge ; is our devout wifh and ardent
prayer.

. SucH, my indulgent auditors, is the imper-
feGtion that attends the wifeft and beft men,
that they may lometimes, even in the great af-
fairs of legiflation, and in the appointment of
executive authority, do that, which on further
infpection, they are convinced is not wifeft and
beft. Forit is a received maxun, ¢ Humarum
« eft errare.” Therefore we find by experi-
ence that two different beards in the great repre-
fentation of the people, is exceedingly ufeful
and neceffary : For ¢ Le that is firft in his own
¢« caufe feemeth juft ; but his reighbor cometh
¢ and fearchem him”—And ¢ two are better
‘¢ than one.”

In fuch a government as ours, that there
fhould be a check upon the great bodv in Gene-

ral Affembly, is found to be peculiarly falutary
and beneficial.

THE upper board of this great reprefentation,
in conjunction with his Excellency, and his Honor
the Lieutcnant-Gozernor, we confider as the re-
prefentation of the people at large : and being
promoted to that dignified flation by the fuffra-
ges of the people throuoh all parts of che State;
they will, of courﬁ, be free from partial and
local fcclanC, and coafider themfelves equal-
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lv concerned for the whole body of their con-
fticuents.

You will fuffer me then, May it pleafe your
Honor, and you Honsrable Counfllors, juft to re-
mind you that, great is the confidence this peo-
ple repofe in )ou, when you are felected out
from the many thoufands in this -ommon-
wealth, to compofe the circle around the coun-
cil- board Peculiar dcfcrcnce, efteem and ho-
por is due from us to you, in your high ftati-
ons : as allo fatherly care, love and faithful ex-
ertion from you, honored Gentlemen, to us.
The many proofs you have given of vour ready
difcernment of, and regard for the real interetts
of the people, are not altogether unknown or
wholly unnoticed. We requeﬁ vour Honors,
ftill to exert your patriotic zeal and abilities for
our good, and with you at all times that ¢ wif-
« dom which is profitable to dire&.”

You will indulge the freedom of a chriftian
miniiter, when he exhorts vou among all the
weighty concerns to which you are callcd ; allo
to attend to that King and Kingdom of whichswe
have been fpeaking. By His provxdcnce, you
are raifed to places of diftinguithed honor and
truft. By Himyou « Nobles and Judges rule,”
as well as * all thc Judges of the earth.”

You will remember, venerabje Fathers, that
you have not only to be, and- do, that which is
right in the fight of men; but efpecially to fee
that you approve yourfelves to your own con-
fciences and to the Lorp Jesus, to whomn you



ELECTION SERMON. 31

are accountable. And that it is your higheft
honor, and wiil be your greateft felicity, to be
found at laft, the faithful fubjeéts of that king-
dom which fhall outlive all others. Cultivating
the {pirit and temper with which that Supreme
Ruler was poffefled ; will expand your hearts
with pbilantbropy, and difpofe you to exert your-
felves in the impiovement of the talents which,
by your accomplifhments and fituations, Gop
hath committed to you. Nor will the dazzle of
earthly honors make you forget, that though you
are {tiled God’s on earth, you muft die like men ;
and be called to render an account of your
ftewardihip.

Anp the weight of this ferious truth, you
will the more fenlibly feel, when you refleét thac
one of your number hath becn called away from
your Board and from our world, the year paft.
Although for a feries of years, he adorned
his feat at th: Council-Board—he was not fuf-
fered to continue by reafon of death.

IHis ability, integrity and zeal, for his coun-
try’s welfare—Lis fidelity and perfeverance, in
the duties of his civil, focial and religious life,
could net prevent the Honorable JOSEPH
SPENCER, Efquire, from a difiniflion from
his uleful ofhices and employments here: but

having ferved his pgencration, * he is gathered
to his fathers.”

BuT that I be not tedious, we wifh you, ho-
nored Senators, and thofe Gentlemen, who may,
this day, be invired, by the providence of Gop
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and the voice of the freemen, to join your cir-
cle, aud fupply the place of him who has flepe
in death; and any or all, the {eats of thofe wor-
thy merabers of vour body who zre called away
to attend on the interefting concerns of the
fcederal government in cur national Congrefs :
We w:Ih you, revered Fathers, heav enlv wit-
dom and underftanding in all vour confultations
and decrees.  And that you may be fo happy
as that having ferved your generation faithfully
by the will of Gop, you may be gathered to your
fathers 1n peace, meet the anprobanon of your
own coniciences and of your final Judge; and
by Hiun, through grace, be adimitted to the re-
wards of the faithful.

How great is the privileoe myv candid hear-
ers, that when our numbers and local circum-
ftances wiil not admit of the great body of the
ptop-c to meet together, to confult the general
good, and give themfelves /aw, or enaét ﬂatutu
by which to be governed : that we may detach
a numbef of our brethren from every part of the
cominunity, to reprefent us in General Affem-
bly. That thev fhould kere convene, and mu-
tually communicate and receive, the feelings,
the wants, the maladies and complaints of the
great «wivle. But alas, how difficult, how ar-
duous, how embarrafled oft times and perplex-
ed, is their {ituation ? Though their ftations are
re(pectable, and demand our efteem and rever-
ence; vet their fitvation requires our prayers,
our beft withes and every friendly aid.

It is not one of the leaft of our precious pri-
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vileges, Gentleme=n Fathers and Reprefentatives
of this whole Corporarion, that you, and fuch
as from time to time fuftain your offices, may
meet twice a year, and oftner it the public exi-
gencies require ; to look over every part of the
community and carefully to fee ; not only “ ne
¢« quid Refpublica detrimenti caperet” as the
Roman phrafe was ; not only, left the common-
wealth receive any detriment ; but alfo ftudi-
oufly to exert yourfelves, as fathers of the peo-
ple you reprefent, to build them up—promote
their tranquility—cement their union, and do all
in your power, to advance the public weal.

It belongs not to me, Gentlemen, to ditate
to you how to rule—what muft be done, or what
not be done, in your legiflative or executive de-
partments. Ye yourfelves know what are the
exigencies of, and what the neceflary provifions
for the commonwealth, and to you, a particular
attention to this duty belongs. You will there-
fore make the general welfare your grand ob-
je&, 1n all your confultations and refolves.

InpDuLGeE me, honored Gentlemen, the free-
dom to intreat you all to become the willing
fubjets of that kingdom, which fhall flourith
when all earthly power and authority, fhall no
more be needed. And to make the laws and
maxims of that Supreme Ruler, whofe charaéter
we have defcribed, the meafure of your condudt,
in your political as well as private capacities.
I may not doubt, honored Sirs, you will bear in
mind, that you are accountable to him, and

that his eye is ever upon you.
k.
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You are, when in Affembly met, alting ina
legiflative capacity, and many, if not moft of
you, when difperfed, are called to a&t in judi-
cial and executive departments. In each and
in every chara&er you fuftain; if you ¢ fear
Gop” like Fofepb of old, you will indeed be
pillars and fupporters of our republic.  Should
you keep in mind that you are, not only amena-
ble to the public; but that you muft give an
account to that Supreme Judge, whofe eye be-
holds the fecret fprings and motives of every
heart ; and let this be uppermoﬁ in your minds ;
you will then hardly do amifs : But, deftitute
of benevolence and virtuous principle, as the
great Pole-fiar to influence and guide you; al-
though your knowledge and abilities may be
great ; you will be in danger of fhip-wreck—of
bringing ruin on yourfelves and thofe who are
embarked with you,

Waorruy Gentlemen, we ardently defire and
devourly wifh you the divine guidance, the gra-
cious prefence, and blefling of the Suprcmc
Ruler—the Lorp Jesus CrrisT—and that by
wife and judicious precepr, and faithful corref-
Fondent example, you may be great bleffings in

fe, and, through grace, accepted at death, “and
made happy when your places fhall no more be
found in this uncertain world.

ArLTHouGu the bufinefs of the day doth not
call for the fpecial attention of the Minifters of
the Gofpel, any farther than that they fhew them-
felves friendly and folicitous to promote in their
line, the general good ; and meet in convention



ELECTICN SERMON. ;5

to cultivate harimony, and ftrengthen and affift
one another, in the important bufinefs in which
they are called to a¢t: yet the fubject of the
foregoing difcourfe, exhibiting the nature and
importance of that divine and glorious king-
dom, in which they are called more immediare-
ly to lavour; will aliow a word from one who

eftcems it a privilege to be accounted one of
their brethren.

THuE confideration, My Reverend Fathers and
dear Bretbren, that the kingdom of the divine
Repeemer fhall furvive all others, and that by
His providence, others fhall be made fubfervi-
ent to its interefts—The confideration alfo, of
the utility and imnortance of civil government
to promote the interefts of this kingdom ; thould
fill our hearts with joy and gladnefs, and ani-
mate us to a diligent and laborious attention to
the work, whereunto we are called,

To us, blefled be Gobp, even to us, is this
grace given, to preach among our fellow-men,
our fellow-finners, ¢ the uniearchable riches of
¢« Curist.”—To0 exhibit the charater of the
REDEEMER—tO unfold, explain, and enforce the
laws and maxims of his kingdom. and to befeech

lapfed men ““ in CuRrist’s ftead, to be recon-
¢ ciled to Gop.”

Ir this employment as the antient divines
ufed to fay, is ¢ formidable to the fhoulders of
““ angels;”” what muft it bein our view, when
we confider ourfelves, equally involved in the
apoftacy, guilt and ruin of our fellow-men ?
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SHouLD we not ever entertain an abiding
fenfe of our own 1nfufficiency, and continually
look to Jesus our divine Mafter, for needful
grace and aid, to enable us to the faithful dif-
charge of our important trufts. And while we
are favored with the protection and countenance
of our civil fathers, we are under better advan-
tages to do good among our people for both
worlds. They will readily tell us, that by fuith-
fully attending, to the duties of our office—by
public and private precept and exhortation, en-
forced by proper and becoming example; we
may do much towards the peace and order of
fociery, and good of the commonwealth. This,
then fhould be a2 powerful ftimulus to faithful
and laborious exertion in our profeflion. But
when we refleft on the exalted glory of the Re-
pEEMER—the infinite importance of the tpread
of his kingdom—the glorious things {pcken for
the city of our Gob—the perithing condition
mankind are in by fin—the door of mercy open-
ed in the golpel, and the felemn account we
fhall foon be required to render of our miniftry.
When we refle€t on thefe things, {urely we fhall
be humble, prayerful, watchful, zealous and en-
gaged in every branch of our arduous work.
We fhall trive together in love for the faith of
the gofpel, and the promotion of that dear caute
which we have efpoufed. We fhall abound in
love to our conmmon Lorp, 1n love to one ano-
ther, and tender benevolence to mankind.
And when one and another of our fathers and
brethren are fummoned off, from the wall of our
Jerufalem, calling on vs as they go ; to make
halte~—to finifh our miniftry and follow them
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fhall we not hear—fhall we not fee/ !---fhall
we not be all attention, and look and wait for
the coming of our LorD ?---¢¢ Bleffed is that

¢ fervant whom, his 1.ord when he comcrh
¢ fhall tind fo doing.”

I wiLL detain this numerous auditory no
longer, than only to befeech your attention, My
Brctb; en and Fellow-Citizens, to that glorious
Ruler and that blefled Kingdom, which hath been
briefly defcribed. Suffer me to afk you, my
friends, what think you of Curist—what think
you of his kingdom—what think you of the fi-
nal happy condition of his fubjeéts ? Permit me
to exhort and charge you - all, to become the
faithful and loyal {ubjeéts ‘of this Prince of
Peace.---1n his own words, to ¢ feek firft the
¢ kingdom of Gopn.” - Your peace and quiet
in this world ; but efpecxally your comfort in
death, and your happinefs in the world to come,

depends ‘on your {peedy compliance with this,
his cxhortatxon

Tue day and age in which we live is evil,
The preachers have been wont on thefe moft
public occafions, to fhew to our Jfrael < their
‘¢ wranfgreflions.” And may not he who now
{peaketh be allowed to bear a teftimony againft
the prevailing evils which threaten our ruin---
which prefage the awful difplays of divine in-
dignation, and call for the uplifting hand of 2
fin-revenging Gop.  When he dares to make
mention of them, he feels the more undaunted,
from a conicious perfuafion that he hath the fa-
vor and countenance, notonly of his Excellency
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who hath commanded him to fpeak this day,
and the honorable legiflative body---together
with the concurrence of his brethren of the fa-
¢red charater and all feriops men : but alfo the
approbation of his Gop. ¥ic dares then to fay,
O Connefticut, how art thou fallen ! Cnce fa-
mous for benevolence, righteoufne(s and the fear
of Gob---for the belief and pratice of religion
---even the religion of Jesus, which alone brings
finners to heaven. Now abounding with im-
penitence, infidelity and all manner of impie-
ties.---The precious word of Gop difregarded.
---The holy fabbath treated with growing ne-
gle€t.---The facred inftitutions of the LorD
Jssus, by many difpifed.---Family-prayer aw-
fully out of fathion. And of confequence, all
manner of violations of the duties we owe t0
one another. Injuftice, fraud, violence, pro-
fanefs, debauchery, intemperance, deceit, Falf-
hood, and covetoufnefs---thefe and many more
evils which are the genuine offspring of thefe;
too much mark our towns and communities.
Meanwhile the God of our Fathers in anger
withdrawn, and the neceffary influences of the
blefled fpirit withheld !---Is it not time to ftop
in our career, and enquire---where are we---and
what muft we expet ? Hath not the Moft High
given us a gentle rebuke in cutting fhort, both
the harvefts in the year paft, and thereby caufed

the cries of the poor to be more than ufually
heard for bread.

WE have heretofore, felt the rod of the Al-
mighty, in the defolations of war, and in the
deftrutions of the peffilence that walketh in

-
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darknefs: but have, as yet, Gop be thanked,
been ftrangers to the horrors of fainine. Have
we not reafon to tremble, and be ¢¢ afraid of his
“ righteous judgments {” General and open.
impieties, are followed with public and fore
judgments. L.t us open our eyes and fee---re-
ceive conviction, repent and reform.

BRrRETHREN, the time is fhort. Religion is a
reality. Gofpel truths all-important.  The
concerns of eternity weighty and momentous.
‘The retributions of the laft great day, glorious
and awful. To leave the paths of {in---to for-
fake the ways of the deftroyer----to become
friends to the LorDp JEesus, and lovers of man-
~ kind : this will fecure the favor of Gop---will
make us a happy people. This will make us
good citizens and good fubje&s. This will
make it eafy to rule, and to be ruled; each one
attending to the duries of his own proper fta-
tion. ‘Then fhall we ftrive together to promote
the general good. So fhall we behold our Fe-
rty'alem built up---this, a land of light, liberty
and religion---our country grow and increafe---
our empire enlarge and extend---and that di-
vine kingdom, which fhall abforb all others,
fpread and prevail, ¢ till the earth fhall be full
¢ of the knowledge of the glory of the Lorp.”
Then ¢ wviclence fball no wmore be beard in thy
““ land, wafting and deftruclion within thy bor-
“ ders © But thou //'mlt call thy walls falvation,
““ and tiy gates praife.
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