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AN ELECTION SERMON. 

DAN I ELI) ji. 44. 

In Iht days Df thye Kil1gS, Jl,tZ/1 the GOD (Jf 1:[,IZ-
'Ven ftl up a kingdfll1l u/hich flnll ntVtr be dt­
jlroyed j ond tht kingdo111 jht/lt' nol oe lifl to ltl"er 
people j but it flall break in pieceJ, and (onjunJ' 
al' Ibtje lcillgdonls, and it jha" flal1d ft/rever. 

W HEN Ol1r LORD JE~US was about to 
afeend froln earth to heavrn, having 

finilhed the glorious work for which he came, 
he gave in charge to his iOlmediate followers, 
to go forth and difciple all nations. This com­
mimon he was pl~afed to preface with rhefe 
words : cc All power in hea'L'en and in earlb, ;1 
(, given unto ,ne." 

THJS (ame .divin~ prrfc>n many ares beror~, 
appeared to l~IoJes) the lIebrew law-giver, and 
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fpake from the bllrning bufh, when he gave 
him comnliffion to go for th~ redeJllption of his 
people (ronl th~ir fevere bondag~, by the name 
of cc I AM THAT I AM :" And told him 
to fay cc l AM" harh fent sne. It was HE alfo 
who, many years after, appearrd to loJhua, the 
commander in chit"f of the Hrbrew blnds, by 
the narne of the cc Captain of Iht Lord's hojl." 

IN the Proverbs of king S%mon, divinely 
dittated, llnder the nalne of WiJdom, this fan1e 
divine Being lnakes no ht"fitation to der)are, 
f' By ME kings rlign and prinetJ decrtt jujlict j 

cc by ME princes rule, and nop/es, even al' tb, 
'c judges of lb, earJb." 

• 

HIS haly apofile declares that " God hath 
" exa/t~d /Jim far aoo'Vt al' principalily and power, 
" and might and dominion, and tver] lIanze Ihal 
" ;S IZa11Jed, not ()1J1y in Ihis w()r/d, bul a!!o in tbat 
" whieb is lo come:" that cc aillhings are pUI 
cc under his feet," and that 'c he is given lo bl 
cc head o'ver al' Ihings to the churcb." 

FROM all which we fafely conclude, that ab­
folute DOMINION belongs to the LORD JESUS 

CHR1ST. And that all the Jjmited authority, 
donlinion and power, to be found among men, 
is, either luediately or immediately derived froln 
hirne 

" THE power of thore who are exalted to 
re feats of governmenr," 1å.id a venerable (ather 
on a like occafion, almoft a century paft - " is 

• Rev. Mr. l]ulkley~s Elcflion SClmoD. 



E L E C T ION SER MON. i 

rt from HIM. Whatever the particular inftru .. 
'c menes or means of conveying [his power, and 
cc veRing it in thefe and thofe parcicular per­
le fons, may be : yet the po\\'er icftlf is from 
le GOD, a ray of His. In eleCl:ive ftates where 
rI perfons are advanced by the {uff, ages of 0-

cc thers, to places of rule, anc.\ vefted lvi th civil 
cc power j the perfons chufing, give not the 
re power, but GOD. They are bue the inftru­
cc ments of conveyance, and do but defign, i. e. 
cc nominalt, the perfons that 1ha11 receive it from 
cc Him." 

HINe! it is HE, who in his holy providence, 
puttcth down one, and fettcth up another. HE 
esalrcd even heathen princes-raifed up a Ph.­
ra oh, called NeDu,badnezzar his fecvant, and 
C}rus his fhepherd and his anointed. 

THIS divine IMMANuEL W3S pleafed, in the 
viftons of the night, to give to an heathen dif­
pOl, fome ineimations oC the glory and fuccefs of 
HIS KI.~GDOM on carch. 

IT is hoped it wil1 not be thought unreafon­
able, if the fpeaker humbly invite the attention 
of this very refpeCtable auditCJry for a few Inin­
utes, to that KINO and KINGDOM which hath no 
end. Efpecially when it is remelnbered that it 
is his duty and bufinefs, to fl:udy its laws and 
maxims, to ~ndeavor to proclailn its beauties, 
and to perruade his fellow-men, to feek fl!"1\: its 
righteoufncfs, profperityand glory. 

THE context, it is prefulnedJ is ro wcll rc-
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membered by all who confuJt the {acred pagts, 
that it precludes the necemty of any rehearfal • 
. The image that appeared to iland before the 
aftonifhed prince, is fo p~ticularly defcribed 
and ro minutcly interpre[~d, as renders a repe­
tition ne('dlefs. Great numbers in this auditory 
have, no doubt, received profitable inftruetioD, 
as well as pleafing entertainment, in reading in 
antient hiftory, a more full account of the pro­
phet's prediction, of which this chapter contains 
ooly the out-lines. 

'V E may obCerve therefore, from the text, 
that a gloriolIs kingdom is to be f~c up; and 
that it is to be fet up, in the midft of the chan­
ges and overturnings of earthly dominion and 
greatners. Agreeably to the prophct Ezekiel, 
who was contelnporary with the one who gave 
us our text. " . I will overturn, overturn, over­
turn it, i. e. dominion, and it fual!: be no more.'· 

Taus the Chaldean dominion was transferred 
into the hands of the Perjians ; thenee into the 
hands of the Grecian conqueror, and from the 
Greelcs to the Romans. This laft empire arriv­
ing at the higheft pinnacJe of earthly glory: 
HE, wboJe right it is, even the LORD from hea­
ven-the LORD JESUS appcJred to lay the 
foundation of this kingdom fpoken of in our 
text. 

BE pleafed further to obferve, that this king­
dom /hall never be dejlro)'ed. While the formi­
dable empires and Injghty kingdoms of this 
world, in their turn, rife and fall, yea, bccome 
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extinCt and forgotten ; this },ingdom fuall abide 
and renlain-{hall out live and be an atttndant 
on the funeral of all the fhort-livt"d (lolninions 
of tht: tarth. Moreover, that it il1all brake i.,l 
piec~.s and conJu111e all thoie char are in op~)()IiCJon 
(O il ; or bring into it, crO'U'ilS andj,o"ptres-ab­
forb all earchJy powers, anli Inake rhenl rontl i­
bute [O its progrefs, advancelnent and glory. 

I 1-1 A V'E now to afk vour attention, tl) the (u-_ v 

P'"t1IJe R u LER ill Ihis ki11gd(j;1l-'l~1.1e nil/urt tf ils 
lawJ anti iJza~"(ii11.s-and tbe cbllratter of its jufjt'il J. 

'rHE fupretne ruler in this l<ingdom is none 
other than the LORD J~sus CHR1ST. I-le "ho 
Inade all things, and by WhOall all thin3s con­
fift. l-le who thought it not robbcry to be 
eqtlill with GOD : but made hin11elf of no rep­
utation, an,1 became obedient unto <leath, evell 
the death of the ,rojs. And this, that he 1l1ighc 
erect a kingdom on earch, and \vith fuch fub­
jetts as a lapft:d world is COlut)ofed of; even fin­
ners and tranfgreffors agaillU: thtir GOD. 

FOR this, it was neceffary that Ile thould pllr­
chat~ and rCdeelTI th~m, and th~t with rhe price 
of his o\vn BLOOD-That he fhould &lffert the 
rectlt\lde of the (iivine adnlinittratlon, the eq\li­
ty and goodnefs of his LA 'v; v,'hi (~h could not 

be, bur by his obedifnce and /(fei ~/i,,·e. This 
theretorc h~ <.:ht'arful1y undrrtool~. "BehoJd I 
" COllle, in the volume of [he book it is \\11 Jr­
" ten of ane, to do thy wiJl, O (JOD." Jn or­
der for the arcomplifblnent of whj( h, he ap­
peared nleek and lo\vly i [Ublll~tt(d lO the 

li 
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reproaehes and indignities of wicked men ..... to 
be accounted mean and contemptibl~, and when 
he was reviled, reviled not again. He was full 
of philanthropy, went about doing good, and 
"as emphatically the finncr's friend. 

HIs obedience in his three(old charaCl,.r, as 
a JYan, a 'Jew and a Red,t1Jler 1 was perfrtt and 
perfevering ; his fuff~rings and death ITIrrirori­
OUS, and his r(CurreB:ion and af(enfion, certain 
and triumphant. 

THIS divine Ru)er is pnlTefTed or every per(ec­
tion fuited to be th~ great he:1d of chis ]{ingdoITI. 
He is now continu.lll~ 0t)rrdting in the courie 
of his al1-governing providence, \vich fut h wif­
dom, power and goodnets, as to måke all things 
fubfervient to his grand dtfign, in brjnging 
glory to GOD, anti happinefs to the fyftcJn of in­
telligence. cc l-Ie lnakech his angrls fpirits, 
c. and his minifters a flame of fire." He con .. 
duCl:s the affairs of this world in fuch a Inanner, 
as is beft calculated to promote, an,1 mo{t wifely 
adapted to advance, the interefls of this king­
dom on earth. When cc the heathen rage and 
., the people inlagine a vain thing:" He {jr ... 
teth in the heavt'ns and laugheth at their fi>lly. 
When the kings and potentate5 of the earth' 
take cOtlnfel together, and fec thetnfelves againlt 
him; cc He dalheth them in l~ieces like a pot­
e, ter's vefftl." 

• 
FRO ~.f the' earl i eil ages, I-Ie hat h fo ordered 

the even~s of rinlt:', that the ri fe and f .. l1 of na­
tions-the reyolutions and (hanLe~ wh~(h have 
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come to pafs, ameng the genrrations of men J 
have all con(ribut~d to bring forward the medi­
arorial pJC1n, and will, in iifue, rJrodu,'c a large 
revenue of glory to the: LOJlD JESUS CHi-IST. 

NoR. is this kingdom propagaced by fire and 
fworJ, or by the arts and ftra[ag~ms of war J 
by which indeed moft of [he kingdo:llS Qf [his 
\\'orld have be~n fet up and eftabiifhed: bue by 
the flill fOlall voi~e of [he divi1lt Jpirit-bv hea. 
venly influence on the lninds of men j without 
noif~J pomp and lnagllificence: For cc this king .. 
" donl cOlneth not with obfervation." 

THIS fupreme King ofZion, not only difap ... 
points and confounds the devices of (hofe who 
are in oppofition to his kingdom j but rules in 
the hearcs of his people by love. As his ad­
miniarations are all wif~,juft: and good; Co the 
laws, precepts and InaxilTIS by which he governs~ 
are eXLcllent and divine. 'fo Jb!fe then in the 
1le:<1 pItlet) I am to afk your atrenrion. 

THIS is the only abf()lure monarchy we know 
of, th .. tt is withLut its faules. Monarchical go­
vernlnent, we olay, perhaps, be allowed to faYJ 
is the b~tt in the univerfe, provided the mo­
narch be wife,juft an\.l good. But fuch are [he 
imperft:B:ions and corruptions attendant on lapf­
cd degenerate n"H."n, (hat it is exceedingly dan­
gerous co eretl fUl'h a governnlent in our world J 
left oppreffioll an(l viol~n(e fhould !talk uncon~ 
troult'd, and nl ~ fery and w re[e htdnel~ be {till 
more accumulatcd among the children of 
nlcn .. 
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TJ-IE hinor~' of 113ft a~~s exhibirs a hideous 
Ilf)rtrait of rhe dilinal effeCts (,f abl(»)utc: def­
f'otie €~()Vernlllpnr. "\Vhat 111ighry bjeffings 
" to Illank'nd," remarks a worthy divine· on a 
Ii:11ildf ()c'cafl-on, cc were the fdfllUllS l\T'jilUS, 

r, Nt'bucbad."ttzzar, Alexander, yea even C"l!./ar, 
" and Jater herot's of that fort; who have bt'en 
,( cekbratc-t) in the records of fanle? "'hat 
cc d lei thev evt r do, but butcher man k i nd ? 
" r')vJg~, ~ob and plunder luillions betler than 
" rhernrelves? ~~n(.l to what other end, bur to 
'c f~rvc thei .. ()\\'n lawlers and unbridle(llufis ? 
'c \\T hat \\'ere their moll: celebrarrd virtues, bue 
" the ",onderful generofity of giving thof~ rirh­
" es, honors and privileges to fOlne of their 
" flaves, \vhich th~v had firtl: unright~ollny got­
" ton inlo thcir pvw~r) and taken from others ?" 

BUT in t~e government we are conten1p)at­
ing, a1 rhou~ h it is abfo)ute monarchy, it is, ne­
,~erthfJt.·i;, the rno{t wite, equitahle and rnild. 
'l'he l,l\v~ in (his l"ingdonl are, indeed, calcuJat­
ed to bring glory ~ll~d dignitv to the prince-to 
t"x:dt the r()vcrei~(n : vet alfa to lecure the lib-. ; 

el ly a&1(1 fcllcjty of the fubj~a. 

i\ Fl'~DA~fESTAL law in this kingdoJll is 
J OVE. le l'hO\l thalt love the LORD (hV GOD 
~ .. ,':i[ h dll thy heart, and thy neighbor ~s thy­
c, tt"lr." ()n this) ~ll the Tules, flatutes anti 
Jl,aXlln5 of thi~ kingdom art: founded. 

As the !!lorious RuJer himfelf was fulloflove 
"'41' 

• R~v. Dr. "rilliams., of Lebanone 
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to GOD, and benevolenee to mankind, fo he r~­
quireth the exercife of this capital viclue, in all 
his fubjeCts. This conftitutes order and pt"ac~, 
and lays a foundacion for a .Inott agreeable and 
happy iociery. 

J USTICE, integrity and uprightnefs, are ~lrg· 
cd, as moft elft=ntial requifites for [he cond.uCt of 
all the fubjca:~ of this kingdom. It is a moO: 
iln(:ortant 11laxilll given and infifred on, b)· the 
gloriou~ l~egil1ator, ,e As ye would that men 
'c fhould do to you, do ye al(o to them Jike­
cc wire." This is that which the LORD requir­
c(h, " tooojuftly andlovelnercy." 

IT is an important diret1ion in this kingdom 
to render ro all their dues. Variol1s are the re­
lations anli different the offices to be fuflained 
in focial connettion, ,vhether in civil or reli~i­
OllS lif~. And hence difierent duties and ob-)i­
gations arife; according to the various ftations 
among lnen, in which, by divine Providence, 
they are [)laced. flence rules are prefcribeti. 
He that rU/elb is required to rule" with dili­
"gence." .. ~nd to " be juJl, Tuling in the fear 
'c of GOD." To be a ,( terror to evil-doers, 
" and a }1raife to fllCh as do well." He is to 
confider hiolfelf as "GuD's minifler," attend­
ing continu&1Jly on this very thing. 

OF juljel1s it is alfo required, that they 
cc fubnlit to the ordinances of tnen"-an<1 " be 
" fubjefr) not only for wrath, bur alf() for con­
cc fcjenc~ tåke." i\nd of hUll that leaebtlh, it 
is required " that he wait on teaching"-and 
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cc give himfelf \I:holly to thcre things, that his 
cc profiting'm~y appear." In a word, the ruJe 
is, cc let every man abide in the calling wherc­
c, in he is called"-and " rendc:r to all their 
cc dues, tribute to \VhOln tribute is du~, honor 
cc to whom honor, and fear to whom (ear." 

BIMIFlelNel is alfo r~quired of the fubjea:. 
OfCHllJST'S kingdom. Not only that nent!vo­
lent aff\:Ction be ~xercif~d; but that ir be ex .. 
prefTed in beneficent aaions and conduCt (0-

wards our fellow-men. The rule adopt~d is, 
c, look not tvery man at his own things, but 
er every man alfo, at the thi!1gs of othc:-rs." In 
oppofition to that narrow and contraCted t~lfilh .. 
nefs, which is fo incompatible witll all Inoral 
and focial virtue. 

TaUTH and fineerity, in oppofition to hypo­
,rify, and artful dimmulation is ttronglv urged. 
as a neceffary regu]ation for [he conduCl: ()fthe 
fulljetl:s ofthis dOlninion. An open and honeft 
franknefs in communication, witJl c, yea, v~aJ 
cc nay, nay," inar,nuch as " vihJtloever is Inore 
le than this, conjeth of evil." To thefe may be 
added, fobriety, temperanee and chari[v, as dif­
tinguifhing ornanlents of thore who belonO' to 
a kingdom w hich is never to have: an end. o 

I ONLY add here, that chrerrul, unirorm and 
. perfevering obedience to thefe, and all th~ COlTI­

mands of CHRI~T JESUS, is ftriClly enjoined ! 

For it is cc he thar endureth to the end, that 
fu all be faved:' Bue the bare lnention of all 
the laws and maxilns of this kingdoln, woulc.l 
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be to ropy a confid~rab)e part of the New-Tef­
tament. Give ane )eave to fuggeft one thoughr 
morr, under this head of dijcourfe and it fuall 
be difmiffed : and that is, that as the laws in this 
kingdonl are all founded in confummate wif­
dom; fo they are not toa many, nor toa few­
the\' need no amendlnents, nor do thev cver re-

~ * 

quire any repeal. Such is the imperfeCl:ioD that 
attends the human-kind, that the wifcft confti­
tution that can be formed by men, and laws and 
ftatures thence arifing, may, and of ten ar~, at­
tended with mifchievous and unhappy C'ifras. 
Nor is it poffible to forefee, with precifion, their 
operation, fo as to prevent thein. Hence arifeth 
the neceffity of alteration and change, in l~gi[­
)ation, and coniequently in adminiftring llpon 
it. llut inftability in gove:nment, ever diijJo­
fes to difcontent and faCtion. Thefc things are 
in a greater or lefs degree, nece1fary attendants 
on this imperfeCl: flate-ruth is the fituation of 
our world. Bur in the kingdom of the R.­
DEEMER, the confiitution is ~rfeCl:-the laws 
and rules confummately wife, and the adminif­
tration, of coniequenc~, pcrfcctly cquitablc and 
jult. 

I HAVE now in the laft plact-, to requeft your 
attenrlon to Ihe ,i)arafl~r of Iht juijells of Ihis 
domin,on, of which \\'e have been fpeaking. 
And if in doing this, we tind the principal out­
lines of the truly \·irtuous and f!odly Inan-the 
chief char,'u~teriftics of the real ,bri.flial1 j it is 
hoped, it wiJJ not be dermed a nlifpending the 
time. For I may prefun-,e to afirfr, that it is 
our Iligheft 11onorJ and will be gur greateft feli .. 
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city to be truly religious-to be real chriflians; 
whatever be our ftations and e.nploYinenrs in 
this uncertain world. The fpeaker \vould be 
underltood therefore, by" lielineating the charae­
ter, Ilumbly to reCOllllnend it. 

THE fubjeCl:s o~ (his kingdom partake of the 
falne fpiric and temper of their glorious Ruter 
and Lord-and they walk in fOlne meafure ~ven 
as he walked. They are t"ndued wirh a princi­
J~le of real virtue, being born froln above. 
This lays a foundation for virtuous conduct, 
and holy praCtice, both ro\vards GOD, thelU­
felves, and 1l1ankind. They exercif~ "Ripen­
cc lallce towl.rd GOD, and Fai/b in (he LORI> 

JESUS CHR1ST. St::nfible they are finners) and 
of confequence, under a forfc:iture of the divine 
favour: they luok to the fret! 111ercy of GOD, 
through the aIOI1t'lile;z1 of CHR1ST, for pardon 
and acc.:cptance unco eternal life. l~hey are 
(aaing in charaCl:er, and in this view it is in­
tended to confid~r thenl) Ilrongly atcached to 
their Prince. They are vuluntary in his fer­
vice-are not fubjects by (:ontlraint; but flnd 
that in being ooeliienr, and in " keeping his 
cc commands there is a great reward"-and 
that "his yoke is eafy and his burden llg)lt." 

SUCH is their love and attachtnent to their 
Sovereign and Lord) thar they Ilave a t~nder 
concern for his honor an(i intereft, and his glory 
ever 1ies ne ar their hearts : For when they" be­
~, hold the tranfgreffors they are grieved." As 
thev lov~ GOD, fo they love: lllankinJ-they are 
difpofcd., as tht!y have Oppoftunity) to do good 
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"to aj). They )oye not only their rritnds; but 
their rnemies. Their benevolent affection is 
not bOl1nded by their peculiar conneaions, nor 
circumfcribed with their OWD comlnunity or na­
tion : but their philanthropy extends to all lllan-
kind. " 

ANOT~ER. charaAeriftic of the fubjeCts of this 
kingdo,n is, they are folicirous to approve 
thenlf~lves fairhful in their ftations. Agreeabty 
to the ru)e given: cc Let e\pery man abide in 
cc the fame calling wherein he is called." And 
are diligent in improving the talents cotnmitted 
to thein, be they more or lefs; feeling the wtight 
cf that charge, cc Occupy untill come. "-They 
keep in mind, that they are atnenable to their 
glorious LORD, for the privileges ,her enjoy, 
and betruftments committed to thrm. They 
fear the'tloom of the flothful {ervant, and are 
anxious to obtain the blcJfed Eugt pronounced 
on the faithful ones. . 

Molt lev!:!. the fubjct\s of rhis kingdoln are 
quiet and peaceable members of the communi­
ty -' to which the providenee of GOD hath joined 
the-In. They are difpofed not to be faCtious, 
turbulent and boifterous; but rarher'to feel the' 
influence and obligation of ·true påtOriorifin--to· 
feek the real profperity and good (Jf their coun-: 
try. PI~nce they feel bound by the preLepts 
and example of' theiT Lord, to diCcharg~ the du­
ties they owe to their country, and in w' hoJ~ IlfO­

teCl:ion they {hare a part. From tJlis connrieT'~ 
ation they will not murmUT, much lefs rt(tlr'J. 
to contributc tneir proportion for its f(~urity ~nd 

C 
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defenee : remembring that their bleffrd LoRD, 
even after he had proved an exemption, yec 
wrought a miracle to pay his poit-tax. 

I ADD, the fubjeås of this kingdom are men 
of pra.ytT; and enterrain a facred regard for the 
chriftian inftitutions. Whether in more exalt­
cd, or in humbier ftations, they are not afuam­
ed of J "ESUS and the crots of CHR1ST. They 
love his f~bbaths, they attend on his wor1hip 
and ordinances, and fet a greater eftimate on 
the light of his countenance and the comtnuni ... 
cations of his grace and love, than they do on 
gold, yea than much fine gold. 

IN fine, they endeavor to keep a confeienee 
void of offence,. both toward GOD, and toward 
man. They are infiuenced, from a facred re­
gard to their GOD and their SAVIOURI to live 
., foberly, rightcoun.y and godly in the world" 
-And in thei"r habitual conduct, th~y are dif .. 
pofed to att as in fight of the fo)emn judg~lnent 
lO come-and' with a ferious view to the glori­
ous and awful retributions of cte~nity. 

TRUS havi,n.gan unfhaken tr~ft and confi­
denee in GoD, and a.biding und~r the fbadow of 
his wings; t~~y can ~e caIrn and 1edate, in the 
midtl of the boilterolls tumu}ts, and ihaking per .. 
plexities of a tempeftuous world-foar above its 
frowns-defpife its flatterirs-look with becom­
ing indifferenee on its. fublunary vanities-wait 
for a comfortable difn1iffion (ronl its vexations 
and evils-and hope. ~n·j look, through grace, 
for the approb~tio'n . of th~ir. ~ ... Olt D, and. a~ 
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open and abundant entranee jnto his kingdom 
of glory. 

WITH pleafing contemplation we remark ; 
bow gloriDus ;S Iht Ki11g of Zi()11. Who will not 
f~ar, who will not )c)ve, this fupreme Ru)er, 
.i:1ow glorious his perfon, how exalted his king­
dom, how excellent his )av/s-how wire his ad­
Ininillrations, ~nd how happy his fubjects. Is 
alJ power in heaven and earth given unto Him ? 
Is it by Him, kings r~ign and princes decree 
juftice? By Hlm, do princes r111e~ and nobles, 
even all the judges of the earth-and doth his 
kingdoln extend over and abforb all others ?­
Then it is eafy and natural to c()nclude, that all 
authority and power, fhort ofHiln, whefl view­
ed on a large feale, is only executive. By Him, 
and under Hinl they rule and govern, are exe­
cuting his purpofes, and bringing about th~ ill­
finireJy benevolent defigns of his heart. 

THE chriftian ruler, the really virtuous, \\·ho 
are in authority, will rejoice to fubferve the in­
terefts of his kingdom, They will contribute, 
all in their power, to promote the greateft good --'" 
~the honor of the REDEE~1ER and the beft good 
of mankind. They will f~el that it is a privi.lege, 
as well as an honor, to be by Him furnifhed 
with fuperior abilities, an:! placed in circum­
ftances, to jrnitate thejr divine LORD in dDing 
good-in feeking to diffufe happinefs around 
them. And thus the l~OlllJ J EfiUS makes [hem 
happy inftruments to promote his glorious pur­
pares. 
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AND indeed, this diyjne Ruler, in the courfe 
of his wife providence, doth fo difpote and \.lr­

der elrenCSJ (hat thore who are not VlrtUOllS ru­
lers, noe rriendly tO his kingdom; but ratller 
feek to oppote and hinder its progrefs, fhall yet 
be undet his controul j fo that they fhaU fub­
fer,,"e his pleafure. For" the wrath of nlan 
" fuall praite him, and the remainder of wrath 
" will he reilrain." 

NOT the mofr bloody tyrant that ever fwayed 
a fceptre, or difgraced a diad~m, can go a ilcp 
t,eyond his divine perlniffion: nor a wick~ll 
Ht!'Zael be king over Syria, but by his dt:fign~.­
[ion. How ~nimating the thought thac the 
LORD JESUS reigns-that he hath a kingd(un 
which Jllall knf.Jw no end-and that he is ga­
thering rubjcB:s into it, all around our world ! 

NOT\VITHSTANDING all the oppofition that 
hath taken place, and the many efforrs whirh 
have bt:en Inade to overthrow this kingdom, it 
itill abides. le hach withftood the fuock of ils 
enemit:s for ages, and will frill withtland theill. 

GR lA Tindeed, hath been the oppofirion to 
this kingdom in the world. Befides the paga1!' 
darkn~fs which hath, for ages, brooded over the 
grea(er part of the earth-befid~s the awful de­
lufion of that grand I"'pojloT, the falte prophet in 
the Eafl-befid~s the tyranny and fuperllirions 
of the Roma" Pontiff and his zealolls votaries: 
there have been fwarlns of errors, wild enthufi .. 
afnl and fU(Jerftition, w~th a kind of religinus 
}JhrenCy and lnadnefsJ which llave prevailed in 
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AND when we fee men impatienr under pro­
per government, difpofed to difcontent and fac­
[j:>oJ to dilfeminate a fpirit of contention-to 
" fpeak evil of dignities,J~ and de{pife their ru­
lers: if the charaCter of the fubjeCts of CHIlIST'S 

kingdom hath been juftly drawn ; it is indeed 
difficult, if not ilnpoffible to rcconcile tbis cha­
ratter, with that of a real chriftian; lee their 
profeffions and pretenfions be what they may. 

cc TVIlANNY and anarchy," faid another of 
our fathers, many years paft, t c, like fire and 
.,' froft, though contrary in their natures, are, 
" in many inftances, lnuch alike in their er. 
fe feas. A factious and ungovernable difpofi­
" tion in the people, does as effcCtually dellroy 
" the public happinefs, as tyranny in the rulers. 
" And a man has no more fecurity of his lire, 
cc or any of the enjoyments of it, when the exe. 
" cution of the laws is preventcd by a mutinous 
" temper of the people; than he would have 
" if the laws were fufpended by the arbitrary 
cc will of tyrannical governors. JJ 

THE maxims -of the religion of JESUS, abun­
dantly teach and inculcate, nay firitllyenjoin, 
checrful and ready fubjeaion to civil government; 
and under its happy inftuence and proteClion they 
may hope and expeB: 'c to lead quiet and peace­
" ablc lives in all godlinefs and honefty ., 

I N a view of the glory of the kingd''ln. of the 
R EDEEMEll, and the certainty of its fpread and 

tRev. M r. I-Iobart, iD his Ele8ioD SermoD. 
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progrefs in the world; permit mc once more to 
re,nark-~b, importll",e of Ibis new Ilnd exltntl,d 
dom i" ion lo whieb WI belo"g-and which coven 
no inconfiderable part of this flJtjle,." conlinenl. 

MA y we not anticipate the jay that {hall arife 
in every truly virtuous and pious mind, from a 
confideration that this 1hall be the 'rbtlllrl on 
which, angels and men, 1hall behold the dif­
plays of the REDEEMER.'S grace, and the glori ... 
ous enlargement of his kingdom? 

I T is a juR: remark of a truly great maR, that 
the vifible kingdom of CHIlIST, froln its firft 
rife, is making its progrefs towards the Weft. 
A valt, an immenf~, y~a in grrat part, an un­
known territory lies before us in that dirtl1ioll. 
And, fo far as it hach been explored, for fruit­
fulnefs of foil, mildnefs of climate, and fuperior 
advantages of inland navigation, equal!=, jf not 
furpatfes any other part of the giDDe. Hitherto 
it hath been occupied, by Jittle more than favage 
beafts and favage men. Shall this be all j un­
til it 1hall be confumed witR the ren: of the 
burning world ~ Surely not. 

THE fpecialagtllty D/ Ilto'tJlll wa9 (o vifibly 
manifeft, in the late American Revolution, as 
forced the acknowledgment of ir, even (roll) the 
inattentive as \\?ell as the atter.tive mi nd-from. 
the l)rofane and impious, as, well as the virtuous 
and fober. · 

THE Supreme Ruler, whoCe province it js~ to 
tread out enlpires, and give [hem birth ~ hath, 
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in his holy provi(ltnce, laid the foundation of 
this new and exrended empire. Nor is his hand 
I efs confpicuous, in opening ruch a fruirful world 
before us j fufficient· fOr the fupport of many 
n.illions of inhabita~ts; th~n alla in infpiring 
fuch a remarkable fpirit of emigråtion to the 
flJtjI. And (his, not only from amongft Ul 

on the eaJltr1l lhoreo of.rhis (ontjnr"t:
O 

But alfo 
from various parts of the o/her. Hardy ad­
\·entrotls· fouIs, quitring the narrow and barren 
limits that gave them birth; to go and dweli in 
a ~ore goodly land. And thus lay the foun­
dations for immenfe population and increafe i 
and open the way for the progr~fs of this king':' 
dom, ° and fpread the praites of the great Re­
deelner, in that land of darkuefs and cc 1ha(low 
cc of death." 

° HB muR: be verv contraCtrd in his views, 
who imagines that ali thefe preparationsJ in Prf.l­
~idence, are ooly (or men to att over the bufy 
feenes of a Ihort lire, in pleafure, votuptuouf .. 
nefs and ren(ualicy : or that earthlypar4dt and 
Jhou'; is all that is intended. No, fu reI y • "l'is 
ilO enthufiafrn, 'tis no utopian chimera, to hope 
and bl/iev!, that this J{ingdom Ihallthere fpr~ad 
and prevair, and the LOllD J ESU3 get to hirn­
felf a name ~nd a praifc in thotc ends of th,: 
carth. 

BUT I rnar not dwell, any 10nger on tf.~ 
plt-af:n~ COllten'pJatJl)u. The i~nponant buE-o 
nefs of the dIV !f)J-bids ; and requ!r~s that the 

I • -

difcourfe be fhut ul> wn:h the 'Jfu3.1 addre,re~. 
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I CONGRATULATE mv friends, and bretIlren 
~ 

ofthis Comlnonwealrh, on the joyfu1. return of 
this pleafing anni verfary. Great and difiin­
guithing llave been the In~rcics of the GOD of 
hcaven [O our nation and jn~nt elnpire. And 
when we were in inlminent danget offuch inter­
nal convulfions and divlfions, as, had they not 
been checked, portended our overthrow and 
fpeedy ruin; and this notwithfianding the in­
finite expence of [oil, rreafure and blood: Be­
Jlo!d it hath pleafed HIM, by whofe fpecial pro­
vidence, our empire was founded, to unire a 
great peopleJ in firengthening the bands of 
linion, in forming and aJopting a CunjJitution, 
in a manner unequalled by, nay without a pre­
ce<ient among t he nations of the earth. 

"TITH in~tr.lb]e plearure, the citizens of the 
[:liited ~'/t1tej, lnay once lnore behold RIM who 
who is juftly efteelned the Father of his country» 
and, under GOD, the Saviour of a great peo­
pJe; fronl the toils of war, tafting tIle t\veets 
()f hii beloved retirelnent and dOlneftic tran­
q uiliry (or a 1hort featon-at the united folicita­
(Ions of a grateful and feeling people; again 
ttep forth, and though reluCtant, take the I.Jre-
fidcnts' Chair: to head, not the gallant heroes 
and v~teran. {{)ldiers in the fie/d; but the {age 
counclilors In the cabinel-the auauft leginature 

f 
. b 

o Alnerica. 

"r ITH equal fatisfaB:ion, ·we alfo view that 
(lillinguitheli l~att-jol, whofe invincibJe arrach­
lll~n[ (O his counrry 'rC)lll earJy life, hath caJlt:d 

D 
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forth his great esertions, not only by his in­
ftruCtive pen; but alfo in peifoll, fron1 Court tO 

Court, as our A",håjfadfJr abroatl: now J as a 
tribute of gratitu~~ from his country) at their 
call, is pleafed to take the Chair of J/jee-PreJielll. 

WITH no lefs joy we view the venerable Se­
lIatDrs and RtprtjenIQli~'ej of our nation, in ge­
neral Congr~fs affembled; with deliberation 
and firmne[s, unitedly t:xerting th~ir wilaolll, in­
tegrity and zeal, to ht:al the Yiounds, and cure 
the diforders of their dill. re ff't" li country, and 
render thei .. f~llow citizens both h:lpPY at hOIne, 
and refpettable abroad. \\. as the rev'olutioll 
and the eftabl iihlnent of Ollr 11ldt?jJtndence, the 
cc LORD's doings r"-Surely Ibis nol lys. 

GllE .. \T and diftinguifhing have been the 
mereies of GOD to this State in particular : and 
this '3.J is a \\'itnefs, of (he patience and good­
nefs of the God of Dur FaIheTS, towards us their 
chitdren; in continuing to us, our civil anti re­
ligious privileges of fuch inellilnable worth.­
W t! behold our fathers and brethren, who are 
~onnituted by the fuffrages of a free people, the 
pillars and fupporters of this ft.te-the guardi­
ans of our pr~cious immuniries. And when in 
General Afiembly 111et, as foan as forlned, \\'e 
view them reforting together, to the houfe of 
GOD, llnitedly to luok up to tlle great Fountain 
of \\TifClom, " the Father of Lights," antI to 
ilnp]ore his pref~nce and direCtion \\'ith them. 
The \v~ighty concerns befare them ca)) for it, 
and the IJrayers, and beft wif11tS, of a)) good and 
virtuou~ citiz~ns) will atccnd lhtln. 
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NOR is it a finall part of the joy that appears 
in the counrenances of (his numerOU5 throng,-­
May it p/tafe )'our EX&llle11&)t; for to you, Sir, I 
beg leave, with filial confid~nce, yet humble de­
(~renceJ Illore particularly to direCl: my difcourfe. 
-lr is not one of the Jeaft felicities of this peo­
ple, to bt=hold yOU) Sir, at the head ofyour nu­
nlerous brerhren and citizens of fhis corrimon­
wealth. Efpecially when we oconfider you as 
one born and ellucated among us-as one who 
hath givtn early and continued affurances of 
your fteady attachment to the heft interefts of 
your citizens, by a long feries of public and un­
remitting labors both at home and abroad .. 

SHALL \\re repeat our expreffions of gratitude, 
for the eminent fervices you have rendered to 
this Statt, and to the United States? Although 
this may be acceptable, yet a confcioufoe(s of 
your own integrity and fidelity in your various 
important offires, I know, m11ft aft~Jrd you much 
greater fatisfaClion. You will pernlit me, Sir. 
as one of the lninifters of the LORD JESUS, to 
r~quelt you of ten to reBell) that the e)·es of 
GOD, and this people, ar~ upon you-that as 
your office is high and honorable) fo the duries 
of it are ar(iuous and difficuJr. ,!'hat you are 
accounrable to Hiln, by whofe providence, you 
are raifed to your exalted ftation : and that 
'c wllerc much is given much ,is alfo required." 

You wil1 of ten contemplate, \vith divine p)~a­
fure, the glory (&nd llnportance of [hat King and 
Kingdotn, whichhath been the tbtmtofthe fore­
going difco\lrr~. Nor will you be alhamed to 
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be, and continue to be, a faithful fubjeCt of tlle 
PrintteofPeace. To Hiln you will Hill repair, 
antI on his grace you will rely, in all your tri­
als, whether o.ffi,;o/ or perfonal-even to Hinl 
\vho hath faid, " My grace is fufficit:nt for you." 

A BECOMING fenfe of your own infufficiency 
withouc divine aid-the fweets of an approving 
confcience, and (he approbation of your J udge 
at laft; will of ten bring you, with a f}Jirit of 
hlllnble dependance, to the throne of grace, with 
that petit jon which proceeded from ane- who 
prcfided over a gr~ater people (han your l~:xcel­
l~ncy now doth.-" Give, therefore, thy f~rvant 
" an uaderftandjng heart, to judge thy people, 
~, thlt ~ nlay difcern between good and bad.: 
~. for who is able to judge this thy 10 great peo­
" ple." 

y ou R ExceIJftnc·y, wi I1 fuffer roe to remind 
yOU) that as the LORD J E~US, who is the head 
of all power, hath, in his holy prov idente, fur­
niflled you wirh abilit}·, and place{i YOl1 in cir­
cumftances., to be eminentJy uft"(ul; lo He will, 
one da}", call you to render an aCCollnt to Hinl 
your glorio.us Mafter.-, ·~efore whofe tribunal, 
{hall you and we ftand) divelled of every offi­
cial diftintlion and titles of honor, whicll are 
veculiclr to this world. 

AND now, That y~ur Excel1ency may flill 
poffc:-fs the ful~t{t confidence, and (he warmt-·{r 
alfcction of a grateful peol>}e-a loog anJ fuc-

• King StJl~moD~ 

I 
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cefsful adininii1:ration-the teftimony of an ap­
proving confcience-the fupporrs of Je!igion 
through lift-the (()nl{)lations of divine grace 
at death-and th~ final approbation of ~'our Su­
pr~ne J u(lge; is our dcvout wifh ·and ardent 
prayer. 

. SUCH, my indulgent auditors, is the imper­
frCtion (hat "ttends the wifrtt and heft Illen, 

that they 111ay IOlnetjlnt~S, ~ven in the great af­
fairs of legiOation, anJ in the appointm~l1t of 
executive authority J do that, which on (urther 
infpeCllon, they are convinced is not wifc{l and 
beft. For it is a rect:ivcd 1l1axiJn, te Humanum 
" etl errare." Therefore we tind by experi­
ence that IWD d1ft'rtI11 baards . in the great repre­
fentation of the p~ople, is exceedingly ufeful 
and neceffary: For " he that is firtl in lli~ own 
" caufe fee,llleth juft; but his r.~ighbor cometh 
" and fearcheth hiln"-.. \nj " t\va are be~ter 
" than one." 

IN' fuch a government as our~) that there 
fhould be a check upon the great body in Gene­
rall\.ffc:mbly, is found to be peculiarly falutary 
and benc:ficial. 

THE II.pper /;oard of this great reprer~ntationJ 
in conjunEtion wirh his Exee/len')', and his Honor 
the Lieutcna1Zl- Go~·ernor, \\·e confider as the re­
prefentation of the people at large: and being 
llromoted to that dignified fiation by the fuffra­
ges of the people throllgh all parts of the State; 
JJley will, of courfe, be free froln partial and 
loeal feelings, anj co~fiJer theInl'tlvcs equal .. 
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ly conc(rned for the whole body of their con­
fticuents. 

y ou will fuffer me then, !vlny it plenje YDur 
HOll"., lind YOIl Honvrab/e Coul!fillflrs, jult to re­
mind you that, great is the confidenee this peo­
ple repofe in you) when you are felecred out 
(rom Jhe. many thoutands in this ~omnlon­
wealth, to compofe the circle around the coun:­
cil-board. Peculiar deference, efteenl and ho­
jlor is du~ from us to YOll, in your high ftati­
ons: as alfo fatherly care, love and faithful ex­
.crtion (rorn you, honored Gentlemen, to us. 
The tnany Ilroof~ you have given of your ready 
difcernment of, and regard for the real int~rttts 
of the people, are not altogether unknov\'11 o~r 
wllolly unnoticed. 'Yl e requetl Y.O\1r I ionors, 
fiill to exert your 11atriotic zeal and abilities for 
our good, and wifh YOll at all tinles that cc wir­
cc dom which is prof1tablf! to diretl/' 

You will indulge the fr~~doln of a chriflian 
nl!nitter, when he exhorts you among all the 
weighty concerns' towhich )"OU are calJ~(I; aJfo 
to attend to that King and Kingdom of whicll .. we 
·have heen fpeaking. By His providence', you 
are raifed to p)aces of dillinguifhed honor and 
tru{l. _By flim you cc N obles and J udges rule," 
as well as " all the J udges of the earth." 

You ,vill remember, venerabie Fathers, that 
you have not only to be, and- do, that which is 
rigllt in the fight of men j but efpecially to [ee 
that you approve yourftlves to your own con­
fciencei anJ (O the LORD J ES~S) to whOln you 
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:Ire accountable. And that it is your higheR: 
)lonor) and will be your greatel1: felicity, to be 
founti at )a~, the faithful fubjeCts of thai: king­
dOin \vhich fuall outlive all otht:rs. CuJrivating 
the fpirit and temper with which that Supreme 
Rul~r was poffeffed; will expaad your hearts 
with pbilan!brGpy, and difpofe you ro eltert your­
f~lves in the i01plovement of the talents which. 
by your accolnplifhments and fituatiofls, GOD 
hath coolmirted to you. Nor will the dazz]e of 
earthly honors make you forget, that though fOU 

are ftiled God'J on earth, you Inuft die like mm; 
and be called to relldtr an account of your 
ftewardlbip. 

AND the \veight of tbis ferious truth, you 
will th.e lnore fenfibly feel, when you reftell: that 
Dnt of YO\1r number hath becn called away from 
your Baard and froIll our world, the y~ar pa{\:. 
~'\lthougll (or a feries of years, he adornal 
his f~at at th! Council-Board-he was not fuf­
ftced to contin ue by rcafon of death. 

1115 ahility, integrity and zeal, for his coun­
tryJs welfare-l.~s fidrJity and perfeverance, in 
t11e duties of his ei vil, focial and religious )if~. 
could not prevt nt the Honorable JOSEPfl 
SI~}_,NC~~R) Efquir~, froln a ditiniffion froDt 
flis ul~ful OffiCt»5 and elnploynlents here: bUl 

Ilaving ierved hisgencration, " he is gathcret.l 
to Ilis fJ.thers." 

BITT that I be nnt tedio\1s, we wifh you, ho-
1l0rt:l! Sen~ltors, and Jhl!fe Gent/tllten, who mar, 
this day, be invitt:d, by the providenee of GOD 
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and the \'oice of the freemen, to join your cir­
cle, aud fl.lpI)1y the I})ace of h j In \\,ho has flt:pc 
in d~ath j and any or all, the felts ofthofe wor­
thy mc:mbers of your body \vho C!re (alled aYlay 
to attend on the intert-ai~g conc~rns of the 

'-

frederaI govt"rnment in cnr national Congrt'fs : 
\"K./ e \vilh you, revered Father~) heavenly wif­
dem and underllanding in all YOllr confultations 
and c1c:crt:es. And that you may be ro happy 
as that having fcrvecl yocr gtnerarion fairhfully 
by the will of GOD, you rna}' be gathered to your 
fathtrs in peace) lTIret the approbation o( your 
o\vn confciences and of your fina) J udge; and 
by 1-lin1 , through grace, be adlnitteJ to the re­
,v.lrds of tht: faithful. 

Ho\v great is the priviiege, my randi,l hear­
~rs, th~t \\·hen our nUlnbers and Ioeal circum­
ftances \viiI not adlnit of the great body of the 
ptopl~ to meet to~ether, to confult the gent"ral 
good, aud give then11elves 10-:0, or enaftjlalllltS 
by ,vhich to be governed : that we may detach 
a ntll11ber of our brtthren from e:-very part of the 
cOlninunity, to repret'ent us in General Airenl­
bly . That they fhoul(l hert' conv.:n~, and mu­
tually C01TItr.t:n:ca!:e and receive, the feelings, 
the wants, the nlalauies and romplaints of the 
greal '!l:b&le. But a13s, how difficlllr, how ar­
duous, ho\v elubarrafied oft tilnttS and perpl~x­
ed, is their fit\lat~f)n ? 'fhough their ftation~ are 
rt:ti)eCt~ble, anll crmand aur efteem and revt'r­
ence; ~"er their firllation rrquires our prayers, 
our beft wilht:s and every friendJy aid. 

I T is not one of t!le leaft of our precious pri-
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vileges, Gentlelnen Fatbers and Rep ryen ta ti7Jts 
of this whole' Corporarion, that YOlJ, and fuch 
as from time to time fuilain your offices, lnay 
meet twice a year, anti oftf\er if the public exi­
geneies require; to look over every part of the 
cOlnlnunity and carefulJy to 1ee j not on1y cc ne 
cc quid Refpubliea detrimenti caperet" as the 
]~olnan phrafe was; nor only, leit the common­
,ve~lJtll refeive any detriment j but alfo ftudi­
ouOy to exert yourCelves, as fathtrs of tlle peo­
plc you reprefent, to build them up-prOlnote 
their tranqullity-cement their union, and do all 
in your power, to a~vance the public 'lIltal. 

It belongs not to me, Gentlemen, to diCl:ate 
to you how to rule-what lnuil be done, or what 
not be {lone, in your legiOative or executive de­
plrtments. Ye j"ourfel ves know what are the 
exigencies of, and what the necelfary provifions 
for the COlTIITIonwealth, and to you, a particular 
attention to this duty belongs. Y ou will there­
fore make the general weltåre your grand ob-
ject, in all your confultations and refolves. 

INDULGE me, honored Gentlemen, the free­
dom to increat you all to become the willing 
fll~ieas of that kingdoln, which fuall Aourifu 
w hen all eartal y power and a\lrllority, fuall no 
more be needeli. And to make the laws and 
maxim~ ofthat Sllpremc Ruler, whofe charatler 
we have defcribed, the meafure of your condua~ 
in your l-"lOJitical as well as pri vare capaciries. 
I lnay not doubt, Ilonored Sirs, you will bear in 
mind, that you are accountable to him, and 
that his eye is cver upon )'ou. 

E. 
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You are, when in Affembly mer, aB:ing in a 
JegiOative capacity, and man y, if not Inoa of 
you, when difperfed, are called to att in judi .. 
~ial and executive departillents. In each and 
in every charaCler you fuftain j if you 'c fear 
GOD" like 10Jtpb of old, you will indeed be 
pillars and fupport~rs of our republie. Should 
you keep in nl~nd that you are, not only arnena­
ble to the public; but that you lnuft give an 
account to that Supreme J udge, whofe eye be­
'holds the fecret fprings and motives of every 
heart; and let this be uppermolt in your minds; 
you will then hardJy do amifs : But, deftitute 
of btnevolence and vircuous principle, as the 
'great Pole-flar to inAuence and guide you ,; al­
though your knowledge and abili[ies n1ay be 
great; you will be in danger of fhip-wreck-of 
bringing ruin on yourfelves and thofe who are 
cmbarked with you. 

W(JRTHY Gentlemen, we ardently defire and 
devollr'y wi1h you the divine guidance, the gra­
cious prefence, and blemng of the Sttpreme 
Ruler-the LORD JESUS CI-IB.IST-and that by 
wife and judicious precept, and faithful corret:' 
pondent exalnple, you rnay be greac bIeffings in 
life, and, through grace, acctpted at death, anti 
made happy when your places fuall no more be 
found in this uncertain world. 

ALTHOUGI-I the bnfinefs of the day doth not 
tall for the fpecial attention of the Minifters of 
the GoJPel, any farrher [han that [hey lhew them­
felves friendly and folicitous to promote in their 
lille, the genera} good; and lueet in convention 
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to cultiv~te harlnony, and ftrengthen and affift 
one another, in the irnportant bufinefs in wllich. 
they are called to att: yec' the fubjeCl: of the 
foregoing difcourf~, exhibicjng the nature and 
importance of that divine and glorious king­
dOln, in which they are called ITIOre inln1ediare­
ly to labour; wiJI allo\v a word fi·oln one who 
eft~eJl1S it a pl i v ilt·ge to be accounted one of 
theie brethren. 

THE confideration, My Rtverend Fa/hel"J alld 
dear Bre/bren, that rue kingdom of the divine 
REOEEfvlER ihall furvive all others, and that by 
His pro~idencc, others {hall be made fubl~rvi .. 
ent to irs interefis-The confideration alfa, of 
the utility and ilnnortance of civil governnlent 
to pronlote the interetts of this kingdom j fhould 
fill Qur hearts \vich joy and gladnefs, and aoi­
nlate us to a diligent and laborious atcention to 
the work, whereunto we are called, 

To us, bleffed be GOD, even to us, is this 
grace given, to preach among aur fellow-men. 
our fellow-finners, cc the untearchable riches of 
" ClIRIsrr."-To exhibit the charaCl:er of the 
REDEErdER-to unfold, exp)ain, and enforce the 
laws and nlaxims ofhis kingdolll .. and [O befeech 
lapfed men 'c in CHRIST'~ ftead, to be recon­
" ciled to GOD." 

lF this employment as the antient divines 
ufed to fay, is 'c formidable co the fuouldcrs of 
cc angels;" what mua it be in our view, when 
we confider olJrfelves, equally involved in the 
apoftacYJ guilt and ruin of our fello\v·lnen ? 
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SHOULD we not ever entertain an abiding 
fente of our o\\yn infufficiency, and continuallv 
look to JESUS our divine Mafier, for needfu'l 
grace and aid, to enable us to the faithful dif­
charge of our important trufts. And while \Vc 

are favored with the proteCl:ion and countenance 
of our ei vil fathers, we are under better advan­
tage.s to do gond among our peop]e for both 
worlds. They will readily tel} us, that by faith­
fully attending, to the duries of our office-by 
public and pri vare prect'pt and exhortation, en­
forced by proper and becoll1ing examplc; we 
may do mULll towards the I)eace and order of 
fociet~, and good of [he cOlnn10nwealth. This, 
then fllould be a po\verful ftin1ulus 10 faithful 
and laboriolls exertion in our J1rofeffion. But 
\vhen \\:e rcflect on the exalted glory of the RE­
DEE~IER-the in~lni[e i1TI11ortance of the fpread 
of his' k~!ngdom-lhe gJoriolls things fpeken for 
the city of Dur GOI)-the I>t:riihing condition 
ffiankind are in by fin-the dOOf of 111ercy op~n­
ed in th~ garpe}, and the f~!elnn aCCollnt we 
fuall {oon be r~quired to render of our miniltry. 
When we refletl: on rhefe things, furely wC! fuall 
be hUlllble, prayerfu1, watchful, zealous and en­
gaged in evt:'ry branch of our arduous work. 
w~ filall ttrive togt:{h~r in love for the f21ith of 
the gofpel, and the promotion of (hat de ar caute 
whlch we have erpoul~d. We fl1al1 abound in 
love to Ol1r COIlHTIOn LORD, in lov~ to one ano­
ther, an,-! tcndtr b~nevolt"nce to nlan){ind. 
And when one an'.! another ()f our fathers anti 
hr~[hrt"n are furnnl0ned ()tf, fr(un the w all of Ollr 

J~ruralen1, calling on us as they go ; to Illake 
h:.ll1e-to tini(h our oOiiniilry and folloow them i 
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1hall we not hear-lhall we not feel !---fual1. 
we not be all attention, and look and wait for 
the cOtning of our LORD ?---" BIelred is that 
" fcrvlnt \\rhom, his Lord when he con1eth, 
c, filall tind fo doing." 

I 'V'ILL detain [his nllmerous audicory no 
longer, than only to bef~ech your attention, .MY 
BrtJhren alld Fello·w-Citizclls, to (hat glorious" 
RU/er and [har bleff~d Kingdom, which hath been 
briefly dc:fcribed. Suffer me to afk you, my 
friends, what think vou of CHRIST-\\·hat think 
you ofhis kingdoln':""'what think you of the fi": 
nal happy condition of his" f4bjeCts? Permit me 
to exhort and charge you . all, to become the 
faithful and loyal fubjetts 'of this Prince of 
Peace.---ln his Own words, to cc {eek firft the 
" kingdom of GOD _," , y our peace and quiet 
in thi$ \\,orld; bu[ efpecially }'our comfort in 
deach, and your happin~fs in the world to conle', 
depends 'on your fpeedy COlllpliance with tIlis, 
llis exhortation. . 

THE day and age in which we live is cvil. 
The pr~achers have been wont on thefe moft 
public oGcafions, to fhew to our lJratl " th~if 
"tranrgremons." And rnay fJot he who now 
fpeaketh be allowed to bear a teftimony. again~ 
the prevaili"ng evils which threaten our ruin--':' 
which prefage the awful difplays of divine in­
dignation, and call for the uplifring hand of a 
fin-revenging GOD. When he dares to make 
Jnen~ion of theln, he feels the Inore undaullted, 
fron1 a con(cious perfuafion that he hath the fa­
vor and countenance, not only of llis Exee/ltnt] 
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who hath commanded him to fpeak this day, 
ånd the honorable leginative body---together 
with the concurrence of his brethren of the fa­
cred charaCl:er and an feriops men: bUl alfo the 
~probatiori 6ffiis GIOD. Hedares then to fay,. 
O Connetli&ut, how art thou fallen! Once fa­
IJlQus for benevolence" righteollfnefs and the fear 
Of GOD---for the belier and praCl.ice of religion 
.o--even the religion of JESUS, which alone brings 
finners to heaven •.. Now abounding with ilu", 
penitence, infidelity and all lllanner of impie­
ties.---The precious, word of GOD difregarded • 
.:.--The holf fabbath treated \vith growjng ne­
glea.---The facred· inftitutions of the LeR D 

JiSUS, by many dirpifed.---Family-praytr aw­
fullyout of (alhioli. And of confequence, all 
manner of violations of the duties we owe tO 

one another. Injuftice, fraud, violence, pro­
fanefs, debauchery, intemperance, deceir, falf .. 
bOod, and covetoufnefs---thefe and many more 
tvils whi~h are the genuine offspring of the-fe j 

too °lriuch mark· our towns and communities. 
Meanwhile the God of our Fathers in anger 
wiotJ~drawnJ and. the neccffary influences of the 
bleffed fpirit withlleld !---Is it not time to Rop 
in aur career, and enquire- --whcre are \ve· --and 
what muR we expeCl:? Hath not the Moll: High 
given us agentle rebuke in cutting ihort, both 
~11e harvefts in the year paft, and thereby caufed 
the cries of the poor to be more tIlan ufually 
.heard for irtad. 

WE have heretofore, felt the rod of the Al­
mightv, in the derolations of war, and in the 
dchuCt:ions of the ptjij/,n,-e chat wall<.cth in 
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darknefs: but hav~, as ret, GOD be thanked,. 
been ftrangers to the horrors of fOinine. Have 
we not reaton to trelnble, and be " afraid of his 
c, righteous j\ldgments ?" General and open­
impieties, are followed with public and fore 
judgments. Let us open our eyes and fee---re­
ceive conviCtion, repent and reform. 

BRETHIlEN, the time is {hort. Religion is a 
reality. Gofpt=l truths all-important. The 
concerns of eternity weighty and momentous. 
The retributions of the laft great daYJ glorious 
and awful. To ]eave the paths of fin---to for­
fake the \vays of the deftroyer----to become 
friends to tIle LORD JESUS, and lovers of man­
kind: this will fecure the favor of GOD---wili 
make us a happy people. This wiJI make us 
good citizens and good fubjeCl:s. This will 
make it eafy to rule, and (O be ruled; each one 
attending to the durjes of his own proper fra­
tion. Then fuall wc firive together to promote 
the general good. So fuall \ve behold our 1t­
rlifalen'l built \lp---this, :1 land of light, liberty 
and religion---ollr country growand increafe--- • 
our empire ~nlarge and extend---and that di­
vine kingdom, which fuall abforb all othtrs~ 
fpread and prevail, ,( till tllc earth fhall be full 
cc of the knowledge of the glory of the LOIlD.'~ 
Then ,e 7Jiolmce foall 110 1lJore be hel/rd in Ih, 
C( land, wafJing tind df.JfJrutlion wilbilJ lb, IJor-
c, ders: But thou jl1alt calt lb] willIs Ja/va/io., 
" and lb] gotts prab'c." 


