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OBSERVATIONS, &c.

[Althangh the following picces were addrefied to the inhabitants
of Pennfylvania, &c, they are (in almoft every refpe} as applica.
ble to this fate, and to every ether ate jn the usion.

The ADDRESS end REASONS of DISSENT of the Mixo-
RITY of the CONVENTLION of the fate of Pennfylvania to their
Ws' :

T was not until after the terminatian of the late

glorious conteft, which made the peoplcof the United
States an indedendent nation, that any defe® was dif-
covered in the prefent confederation. It was -form-
ed by fome of the ableft patriots in America. It carried
us fuccefsfully through the war ; and the virtue and
patriotiim of the people, with their difpofition to pro-
mote the common caufe, fopplicd the want of power in

Cc::l{:eﬁ.
-requifition of Congrefs for the five per cent. im-
t was made before the peace, fo early as the firfkt of

Fe’brwy. 1781, but was prevented taking effe@ by the:
refefal of one Rate ; yet it is probable every ftate in the
union would have agreed to this meafare, at that pe-
riod, had it not been for the extravagaat terms in which
it was demanded. -The requifition was new moulded in
the year 1783, and accompanied with an additional de-
mand of certain fupplementary fuads for twenty-five
years, Peace had now taken place, and the United
States found themfelves labouring under a confiderable
foreign and domeltic debt, incurred during the war.
The requifition of 1783, was commenfurate with the
intereft of the debt, as it was then calcylated ; but it
has been more cccurately afcertaingd i
The domeflic debt has begafor o fal —
jons £ 'S8 calculation, and it has fate-

T%ea conbderably diminithed by large fales of the
weltern lands. The fates have been calied on by Con-
asaually for fupplies, until the general fyftem of

ce, propofed in 1783, (hould take place. '
It
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It was at this time that the want of an eficient fede-
ral government was figR complained of, and that the
powers velted in Congrefs werg found to be inadequate
to the procuring of the benefits that fhould refult from
the union. . The impoft was granted by moft of the
flates, but many refufed the fupplementary funds; the
aonual requifitions were fet at nought by fome of the
fRates, while others complied with them by legiflative
afls, but were tardy in their payments, and Coagrefs
found themfclves incapable of complying with their
engagements, and fupperting the federal goverament.
It was found, that our national chara&er wa: finkin
in the opinion of forcign nations. The Congrefs coulz
make treaties of commerce, but could not enforce the
obfervance of them. We werg fuffering from the re-
firiQions of foreign nations, who had fhackled our com-
merce, while we were unable to retaliate : and all aow
agreed that it would be advantageous to .the Buion to
enlarge the -powers of Congrefs ; that they fhould be
enabled in the ampleR manner to regulate commerce,
and to lay and colle& duties on the imports throughout
tho United States. With this view a convention was
firk propofed by Virginia, and finally recommended by
Congrefs for the different flates to appoint deputies to
meet.in convention, * for the purpofe of revifing and
amending the prefer! articles of confederation, fo as to
make them adequate to the exigencies of the unmion,”
This recommendation the legi_atures of twelve Rates
complied with fo haftily as not to confult their confi-
tuents on the fubje®; and though the differeat legifla-
tures had no authority from their conftituents for the
purpole, they probably apprehended the neceflity would
juflify the meafure ; and none of them extended their
" ideas, at that time, further than “ revifing and amend-
ing the pre ticles of confederation.”. Pennfylva-
- iating deputies, exprefsly confined
ough it is probable

had at that time in contemplation to annihilate the pre-
fent confederation, as well as the conflitution of Penn-
fylvania, yet the plan was not fufficiently matured to
communicate it to the public. = - Th

e
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The'majority of the legiflature of this commonwealth
ﬁ”“ time under theinfluence of the members
, the city of Philideiphia. They agreed, that the
deputies font by them to comveatide, fhould have no
compeifation for their fcrvices, which determination
was calcalated 10 prevent the cle@ion of any member
who sefided at a diRance from the city. It was in vain
for the minority to attempt elc@ing delegates to the
cohvention, whd underfliood the circom@ances and the
feelings ol the people, and had a commen interelk with
them. They found a difpofition in the leaders of the
mjonty of the houfe to chgefe themfclves and fome of
their dependemts. The mistority attempted to preveat
this by ngremi to vote for fome of tke leading mem-
bers, whe they had influence enough to be ap-
poited at amy rate, in hopes of earring with them
fome refpeflable citixens of Phiadelphia, in whofe pein-
ciples and integrity they could have more confidence ;
but even in this they were difappointed, except in one
wnember : the ¢ighth member was added at a fublequent
fefion of the aflembly.
" ‘Fhe continestal convention met ia the city of Phila.
delphia at the time appointed. It was compofed of
fome men of eycellent chara®ers ; of others, who were
more remprkable for their ambition and cunning, than
their patriotifin ; and of fome who had been opponents
to the cenftitution of this commonwealth. The con-
vention fat upwards of four months. The doors were
%ept fhut, and the members brought under the molt
folemn engagements of fecrecy.® Some of thofe who
oppofed their goiag fo far beyond their powers, retired,
Ropelefs, from the convention ; others had the firm-
' neft to refafe figning the plan alcogether ; and many
who did fign it, did it not as a fyRlem they wholly ap-

proved, but as the beft that could be ¢ tained,and
notwithftanding the time fpen i {oMed,.it ¥~
quh cf halle and aecom-
4 h o 304
Whilt the gilded chains were forging in the fecret
conclave, the mesaer infiruments of defpotifm without,

® The journals of the conclave are flill canceal:d.
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were bufily employed in alarming the fears of the peo.
ple with dangers which did notexilk, and exciting their
hopes of greater advantages from the expefted plan than
even the beft goverament on carth caa produce.

The propeled plan had not many hours iffued forth,
from the womb of fafpiciows fecreey, until fuch as
were prepared for the purpofc, were carrying about pe-
titivas for people to fign, fignifying their approbation
of the fyftem, and requefting the legiflature to call a
cond:enti:n-, While every mezl:re v:sh taken to inti-
midate the people againk oppofing it, the public papers
teemed with the lnof;vioho: tlu'eiu againft thot": who
fhould dare :0 think for themfelves, and tar and feathers
m liberally promifed to all t;l:ofc who would not im-

iately join in fu in propofed government,
be it whatjit would.PPg:dg fuch clprzimli‘:;lm. peti-
tions in favodr of calling a convention, were figned by
great numbers in and about the city, before they had
Jeifure to read and examine the fyftem, many of whom,
now they are better acquainted with it, and have had
time to invefti its principles, are heartily oppofed to
it:a"l‘he petitions were fpeedily handed in to the le-

ture.
S'A&'airs were in this fituation, when on the 28th of
September laft, a refolution was propofed ‘to the aflem-
bly by a member of the houfe who had been alfo a
member of the federal convention, for calling a flate
convention, to be ele@ed within ten days, for the pur-
pole of examining and adopting the propofed conftitu-
tion of the united Rates, though at this time the houfe
had not received it from Congrefs. This attempt was
oppofed by a minority, who, after offering every argu.
ment in their power to prevent the precipitate meafure,
without cffe®, abfented themfelves from the houfe, as
ige lefc them, to prevent the meafures
their conflituents being ac-
viglence and outrage

fome of the members were fei:edt’lie»nextdayb a mob, °
colle@ed for the purpole, and forcibly dragged to the
houfe, and there detained by ferce, while the quorum

of the legiflature fo formed, completed their refolud;l-
e
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We fhall dwell no longer on this fubje&, the penple of
Penafylvania have been already acquainted therewith.
We woald oaly furdm;l obferve; dn‘t' evf::y member of
the tare, ¥ to taking his feat, by folema
u&hl?r‘a:ﬁmmdm. “ tﬁ‘u they will not do or
confent to any a& or thing whatever that fhall have
a tendency to leflen or abridge their rights and privi-
leges, as declared in the conflitution of tlm fizte.® Aund
that coaftitetion which they are fo folemnly {worn to
fopport, cagoot legallybe altered but by a recommen-

oﬁhccmalolmfon.vbo alone sre autho-
nfedupropo‘calmum and amendments, and even
thefe mufl be p Matleaﬁﬁxmzh.fortbem-
fideration of g ople. pofed fyfem of ‘l.o
vernmeat for the United Sutcs. nf adopted will alter,
and may annihilate the conRitution of Peanfylvania ;
and therefore the legiflature had no authority whatever
to recommend thbe calling a conventioa for that purpofe.
‘This proceeding could not be confidered 3s bindiag on
the people of this commonwealth. The houfe was
formed by vielence, fome of the members compoling it
were deum«l by force, which alone would have vitiated
any proceedin m which they were otherwife compe-
tent ; bat re beu legally formed, this
bufinefs was abfol y without their power.

In this fituation of affairs were the fubfcnben cle@ed
members of the convention of Peanfylnma. A coa-
veation called by a legiflature in dire@ violation of their
duty, and compofed in part of members, who were com-
gllcdtoumulfordutpupo&.tomﬁderof a coa-

tation propofed by a conventioa of the United States,

who were not appointed for the porpofe of framing a
dew [orm of government, but whofe powers were ex-

prefsly confined to altering and a the pre:ent
m«:laofmfederam ' : the
N »~. ‘ continental

t+ The continental convention, in dirett viclation of the
i3th ervicle of confederation, bave declared, that the
vatification of nine fates foall be fufficicnt for the cfia-
Yifbment of this conflitution, between the fiates fo ratifj-
ing the fame™ Thas bas the plighted faith of the fiates

been
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continental convention, in propofing the plan, afted as
individaals, and not as deputies from Pennfylvania 4---
the aflembly who called the Rate convemtion a&ted as
individuals, and not asthe legiflature of Pennfylvania ;
nor cou'd they, or the convention chefen on their re-
commendation, have authority to do any a& or thing,
that can dlter or annibilate the conftitation of Pennfyl-
vania (both of which will be done by the new conftitu-
tion) nor are theic proceedings, in our opinion, at all
binding upon the people.

The ele@ion for members of the convention was held
at (o early a period, and the want of infermation was
fo great, that fome of us did not know of it ontil after
it was over, and we have reafon to belicve, that great
nambers of the people of Pennfylvania have not yet had
an opportunity of fufhiciently examining the propofed
conkitution. We apprehend that no change can take
place that will affe& the internal governaient or confli-
tution of this commonwealth, wunlefs a majority of the
people fhould evidence a with for fuch a change ; but
on examining the number of votes given for members
of the prefeat ftate convention, we find, that of upwards
of feventy thoufund freemen who are eititled to vete in
Pennfylvanja, the whole convention has been ele@ed by
aboat thirteen thoufand voters, and though two-thirds
of the members of the conventien have thought proper
to ratify the propofed conflitution, yet thofe two-thirdse
were eleQed by the votes of only fix thoufand and eight
hundred freemen. , '

In the city of Philadelphia, and fome of the ecaftern
counties, the junto tirat teok the lead in the bufineis
agreed to vete for none but fuch as would folemnly pro-
mifeto adopt the fyftem in 75¢0, without exercifing their
judgment Y counties the people did not

: e &ton: hey had mot an opportunity of

" Been fPortedwith ! they Ahl olemnly engaged that the con-
federation now fabfifing ﬁojall be invislably preferved by
each of them, and the union thereby formed fhould be per-
posnal, snlefs the fame Jfhould be altered by mutnal

confent.
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bound by the eall of a ret of inen who affemhled at the
R.te-hnule in Philadelphia, and ctinmed the name of
. the legiflature of Penntylvania; an! fome weie pre-
vented from voting by the violence of the party wno
were determined ai all events to force down the mealure.
To fuch lengibs did rhe tools of defputifm carrv theie
outraye, th..t in the nizht of the cle®ion for memosers of
wpavention i, the city or FPhiladelphia, feversl ot the
fubfcribers {heing then in the~city to ranfa& yous nu.
fin-f.) werc grofsly abuled and intuited; .while they
wzre quiet in their lodgings; though they did nou inecr- .
fere,nor had any thing to do with fuid ele-tion ; nur,
asthey apprehend, becaule they were tuppofed 1o e ad-
Yeife to the propnlcd confiitution, and woutld ant tiem--
ly furren. r thofe facred rights which you have com-
mirted to their charge.
- The ¢onvention met, and the fame difpofiticn w.:s
foon maniteited in confidering the propoicd concirue.
tion, that had been exbibited in every other ft.;rc of
the bufinets. We were prohibited by 2n expreis vo:: of
th: convention, from takirg any queition on the tepa-
rate articles of the plan, aad reduced to the necefli-v »f
adopting or rejedting in soto. It is true the majorivy
permitted us to debate on cach article, but reitrained us
from propofing amendments. They alfo determin-d
fiot to permit us to enter on the minutes our reafans ot
difl:nt againit the whole. Thas fituated we cntered en
the esamination of the propoted fyitem of governme nr,
and found it to be fuch as we could not adep:, withont,
as we conceived, furreadering up your deareit rights, We
effered our objections to the conventicn, and eppnied
thofe parys ¢f the plan, which, in cur opinion, woul ! he
injurious to you, in the beft manner we were able ; and
c!ofed our arguments by offering the folivwing propo-
fitions to the convention s Vol .
Firf. The righ:s of ¢ hce fhall be held in-
violahle: apd sesbicr the legiflative, exccutive, nor ju-
_ BBEY powers of the united flates, thall huve anthority
to alter, abrogate, or infriage any part of the conftiru-
tion of the feveral Rates, which provide tor the p-cfer-
vation of liberty in matiers of religion.
8econd. That in controverfics repcfing ponp-y,
» and
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and in faits between man and man, trial by jury fhail
remain as heretofore, as well in the federal courts, as
in thofe of the feveral ftates.

Third. That in all capital and criminal profecn-
tions, a man has aright to demand the ~aufe and na-
ture of his accufation, as well in the federal courts as
in th.fe of the fcveral Rates; to be heard by himfelf
and counfel 3 1o be confronted with the accufers and
wirnefles ; to call for evidence in his favor, and 'a
fpeedy trial by anm impartial jury of his vicinage,
without whofe unanimous confent, he cannot be found
guilty, nor can he be compelled to give evidence againft
Xim{elf ; and that no man be deprived of his liberty,
except by the law of the land, or the jodgment of his

Fourth. That exceflive bai’ ought aot to be re-
quired, nor exceflive fines impo.ed, nor cruel nor un-
wfual punithments infli&ed, |

F:fth. That warrants, unfupported by evidence,
whereby any officer or meffenger may be commanded or
required to fearch fafpe@ed places, or to feize any per-
fon or perfons, his or their property, not particularly
deferibed, are grievous and oppreffive, and fhall not be
granted either by the magiftrates of the federal go- .
vcrnment or others.

Sixth. That the people have a right to the freedom
of fpeech, of writing and publifhing their fertiments ;
therefore, the freedom of the prefs fhall not be reftrain-
ed by any law of the united Rates. o

Seventh. The people have a right to bear arms for
the defence of themfelves and their own Rate or the
United States, or for the purpofe of killing game ; and
no taw fhall be pafled for difarming tliec people of any
ot them, unlefs for crimes cor. _itted, or real danger
of public injury from individuals; and as Randing
&vmies in the ’ e ate dangerous to libesty,
they*o to be Wikt s

; and that the milita-
ry (hall-be kept vnder . a0, A~
verned by the civil powers. e |
Eighth. The inhabitantsof the feveral Rates fhalt
have liberty to fow! and hunt in feafonable times, on
the lands they hold, and on all other landsin tlle'sUnited
tates
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States not enclofed, and in like manner to fith in all na-
vigable waters and others not private property, without
being reftrained therein by any laws to be paffed by
the legiflaturs of the United States.

Ninth. That no law fhall be pafled to reftrain the
legiflatures of the feveral ftates from ena&ing laws foe
impofing taxes, except impolts and duties on goods im.
ported or exported, and that no taxes, except jmpofts
and duties on goods imported and experted, and poft-
age on letters, fhall be levied by the authority of Con-

Tenth. That the houfe of reprefen-atives be pro-
perly increafed in number ; that cle®ions fhall remain
free ; that the feveral itates fhall have power to regulate
the ele®ions for fenators and reprefentatives, without
being controuled either direitly or indireélly by any in-
terference on the part of Congrefs ; and that elections
of reprefentatives be annual,

Eleventh, That the power of organizing, arming,
and difciplining the militia( the manner of difciplining
the militia to be prefcribed by Congrefs) remain with
the dndividual ftates, and that Congrefs fhall not have
authority to call or march any of the militia out of
their own flate, without the confent of fuch ftate, and
for fuch length of time only as fuch Rate fhall agree.

That the fovercignty, freedom, and independency of
the feveral ftates fhall be retained, and every power, ju-
rifdi&ion, and right, which is not by this conftitution

m?ddckpuo to the United States in Congrefs

Twelfth. That the legiflative, executive, and judi-
cial powers be kept feparace ; and ta this end, thar a
conftitutional council appointed, to adrife and aflitt
the prefident, who fhall be refponfjlile for the advice
thy{'ve; hereby the fenatprswould be relicved from
almolt conflsut astendance ; and alfe thac the judges
b¢ made completely independeanr,

Thirteeath. That no treaty which fhall be dire&ly
oppofed to the exifing Jaws .of the United States in
Congrefs afizmbled, fhall be valid until fuch laws fhall
be repealed or made conformable to fuch treaty ; neither
fhall any treaties be valid which are in contrgdiiion to

the
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the conflitution of the United States, or the eonftitu-
ticn- of the feveral Rates. :

Fourtcenth. That the judiciary power of the United
St 1cs thall be confined to cafes affedting ambafludors,
other public minilters, or confuls ; to cafes of adm.rat-
ty and maritime jurifdi®ion ; ta controverfics to which
the United States fhall be a purty ; to controverfies be-
tween two or more ftates 3 between a ftate and citizens
of different Rates , between citizens claiming lauds
under grants of different Rates, and between a ftate or
the citizens thercot and forcign Rates; and in criminal
c fes, to fuch only a. are exprefsly cnumeratcd in the
confltirution ; and that the Unitéd States in Congre's
ai! wbled, lh‘dll not have power to en & luws, which
fh 1l alter the laws of descents and dittriburion of the
eff: &s of deceafcd perfons, the titles of land or yoo0ds,
o1 ‘ue requhuon ot contraéts in the individual Rates.

After reading thefe propofitions, we declared our
willingnefs 1o agree to the plan, provided it was fo
amcnced as 1o meet thofe propofitions, or 1wmething
fi:ilar to them : and finally moved the convention do
adjourn, to give the people of Pennfylvania time o
confider the fubje®, and determine for them: clves ;
bu thefe were 41} rej &ed, and the Ainal vote was mkcn,
when our Joty to you induced us to vore agrinft tke
p'- poied plan, and to decline figning the ratificaticn of
the fame, -

Juring the difcuflion, we met with many infults, and
fome perfoniii abufc ; we were not even treated with
d.cency, during the firting of the convention, by the
p:rlonsin the gallerv of the houfe | however, we flatter
our-clvgs, that in eontending tor "the preiervation of
thofe invaluable rights you have thoygit . roper to
cemmit 1o our charge, we a&ed with a fpirit becoming
ficemen, ahd beildg dcfirous tha ycw miglit know ""e

iy les.ahich sQusted?our conde&, and being pro-
:v- ired” frolr mfemag oue reafam of diffess-an the oij»
putes of the convendior, we -have fubjeimed them for
your confidcration, us to vou alone we are aceconmtable,
1t remuins with. you, whether you will think thote in-
eltin:ble privilepes. which #cu have fo ably contended
for fhould; bcucnﬁccd a the fhrige -of defporifm, or

e whethee
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whether you mean to contend for them with the fame
fpivit that has io _oiten baflld the atrelaps of an arife
tocratic fadions (o rivet the thackics of flavery on you,
and you unborn poiterity.

QUur obje@ions are comprifed uander three general
he«ls of diflent, viz, -

WE Of>SENT, Firft, Becaufe it is the opinion of
the moit celebrucd writers on government, and coa-
frmed by unif-rm experience, tha a very extenfive ter-
ritory cannot be gove: ned on the principles of frecdom
otherwife than by a confederation of republics, poifgﬂ'.
mg all the powcus o! internal governments ; but united
in the management of their gcncul and {orugn con-
€crus.

It any doubt could have been entertained of the
sruth of the foregoing principle, it bas been fully re-
moved by the concctlion of Mr. Wilfon, one of the
majority on this queftion, and who was one of the de-
putiesin the late general convention. In julice to him
we will g\ve his own words; lhey are as follows, viz,
¢ The extent of country for which the new conftitution
was.rcqu:red produced another diﬂiculty in the bufinefs
of the federal convention, It is the opinion of fome
sclebrated writers, chat to 2 fmaull territcry, the demo-
eratical ;10 a mu}dlm territory (1s Mo:utelquicu has
termed 1) the monarcﬁtal ; and to an extenfive terri-
tory, the defpotic form of government, is belt adapred,
Regarding, then, the wide and almoft unbounded jurif-
di&ion of the United States, at irlk view, the hand
of defpotifm feemed neceflary to controul, conne&, and
prote& it ; and hence the chiet cmbgrr.aﬁ'mmt roic
For we knew, that, although- our conflituents uou'd
¢heertully fubmit to the legiflative reftraints of a frec go-
vernment, they would f;urn at evegy a. tempt to fhicle |
shem with delponc power." And again, in another part
of his fpeech, he continues, * Is it grgbable that the dif.
Wojurign of the ftase governmcnu. and the e(l.abhﬂuncnt .
of one eonfolidaud empire, would be cligible in its n3.
ture, and fatisfa@sry to the people inits adminiftration?.
I thiok not, as ] have given reafons to fhew, that fo «x-
venfive d territory could not be governed, conneed,

and prefecved, but by the {upremacy of deipotic pawer. -

M
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All the exertions of the moft potent emperors of Rome
were not capable of keeping that empire together,
which in exteat was far inferior to the dominion of
America,”

We diflent, fecondly, becaufe the powers vefled in
Congrefs by this conllitution, muft neceflarily annihi-
late and abforb the legiflative, executive, and judicial
powers of the feveral Rates, and produce from their
ruins one gonfolidated government, which, from the
nature of things, will be an iron-handed defpoti(m, as
nothing fhort of the fupremacy of defpotic fway could
conne& and govern thefe United States under one go-
verament.

As the truth of this pofition is of fuch decifive im-
portance, it ought to be fully inveRtigated, and if it ig
tounded, to be clearly afcertained ; for, fhould it be de-
monfirated, that the powers vefted by this confitution
in Congrefs, will have fuch an effe®, as neceflarily to
produce one confolidated government, the queftion then
will be reduced to this fhort iflue, viz. whether fatiated
with the bleflings of liberty ; whether repenting of the
folly of fo receatly afferting their unalienable rights,
againft foreign defpots, at the expence of fo much blood
and treafure, and fuch painful and arduous ftruggles,
the people of America are new willing to refign every
privilege of freemen, and fubmit to the domination of
an abfolute government, that will embrace all America
in one chain of defpetifm ; or whither they will, with
virtaous indignation, fpurn at the fhackles prepared
for them, and confirm their liberties by a condu@ be-
eoming freemen ?

That the new government will not be a confedera-
ey of flates, as it ought, but one confolidated govern-
ment, founded upon the deflruftion of the feveral go-
ver;menu of the fates, we fhill now fhew. >

be powers of G?fqi s 8nder the mew conflitution, .
are complete and unlimited over the purfe and the foord,
and are perfellly indepindent of, and [fupreme over, the
Bate goveruments, whofe intervention in thefe great peints

is entirely defireyed. By virtak of their pewer of taxati-

on, Congrefs may command the whole, or amy part of the

priperty of the people. They may impofe what l;pd.’t
apoy
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kpon commerce ; they may impofe what land-tases, polta
taxes, excifes, Buties on all written infirument;, gnd du-
ties on cvery other article that they may judge proper ; in
Jhert, every [pecies of taxation, whetber of an external or
internal nature, is compsifed in feClion the 814, of article
the 1R, viz. % The Congreft foall bave powwer to lay ard
eclle@? taxes, duties, impefis, and excifes, 10 pay the debts,
and provide for the common defence and gemeral welfare
of the Usited States.” : -

As there is no one article of taxation refirvid to the

Slate gobernments, the Congrefs may monopolize cvery
Jource of revenue, and bus indireltly demolifly the Slate
Zovernmients, for awithout funds they chuld mot exifft ; the
taxes, duties, and excifes impofed by Gomgre(s may be fo
bigh as te render it impraBlicable to levy any further fums
on the fame articles ; but whetber this fheuld be the cafe
or not, if the flate gowernments foronld prefume to impofs
taxes, duties, or excifes, on the fame articles with Congrifs,
the latter may abrogase and repeal the lavvs wberehy they
are impofed, apen the allegation that they interfere with
the due ctllection of theit 0axes, duties, or excifes, by virtue
of the following clasfe, part of [eClion 81b, article \f, vi=.
« To make all laws which ;58ll be neceflary and proper for
carvying inte excention the forsgoing powers, and all other
powers vefled by this comflitution in the government of the
Uanited Stdtes, or in any department or officer thereof.”
- The Congrefs might glofs ever this condnll by confiraing
overy purpofe for which the flate legifiaturis now lay taxes
to be for the % gemeral welfare,® and thercjore of their
Jurifdi@tion. .

Axnd the fupromacy of the lavws of the United States, it
ofadli by article 6th, viz. * That this comfMtntion
aid the laws of the United States, which fhall be made
in purfugnce thereof, and all treatics made, or wbhich fhall
be made, under the autbority of the United States, fhall be
the fupreme law of the land ; and ::fjwa is rvery flate

{ be bound thereby, any thing it the senflitution or
_' % the contrary motwitiflanding® It
Bas bren( s that the words “ purfuant to the confl-
tutien,” ave a refirilion upen the authority 5V Comgrefs ;
but wben it is confidered, that by otber feldicns they are
invefled with every cficiemt power of govermment, and

evbich
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Nokich may be exepeifed to the abfolute d-Brufiom of the
Pate gevernments, witbont amy vislation of eten the forms
of the. cmﬁmmm, this feeming refirithion, as wels as every
other refiriftion in it appears to us o be mug.tory anl
delupive, and snly infroduced as a Mind upon tve real nae
sure of the gwerlmu’ In our opinion,) < purfuantyte
the confiituiben.” will be co-extenfivs awith ‘the awill and
Pleajure of Congrefi, which, indeed -wtll%‘ the only lymie
tation of their powers. R

We apprebesd, that tebo cv-ndmalefm":gnne: would
be a folecifm in polities.. That therefore, us there is: ne
lime of diinction drawn between toz general, and flure
governsments ; as the [phere of Vicir Jarifdittion is dnke-
Aned, it would b contrary to ‘sbe mature of thinds, that
both fhoald exifl togethers one or the vther wonid’ “neceffa
rily trimmpb im the /uﬂm/: of -domeinismw, - Howeéver, the
sontefl conldwot be of bong comtinuumed, dsthe Jiale “gr
verawents are divefied of voery me mdOf deyeuce, wnd will
be ebliged, by « the juprm h‘d' -Jk hnd'." to" ypetd al
difareteen.

I8 bas been ”ja&d 2o thir th JMMHM y'm- ﬁrm
governments, that the cx:ﬁmu of their tepifatures iy
made cfential to the erganization of Congrefi ; that they
wafl- affeindle for the appeintment of the fenators and pred
Slewt gencral of the  United States. Truk, the Rate tos
gqflmrn may be contimued Jor Jome yrary, .as Boards of

ment, mevelyyafibr they are oivefted of cvevy aticr
saidion ; but thafemwmprr.of the codffirution, jorévec nP
g the peaple aill sfechide difgufied wustt 1hi; j.lcm.
wockevy of a gevernment awitout power and aferuin’
bave mede a prdvifin’for relievind them from the impepe
Lon i feltion 4 tt, ¥ artitlr Vfi, 1:5. % Téetimer plicoe
and mawscr of boidisg cte@ions for /enatyrs cnd reprov
Jentatives, fhall be preferibed iy eac! Sate by thedcgiflao
dare (krnf but lbe Congrefs muy at any time, by law,

. wealy or “alter fuch lau:m:, except ax n the plicc of

m’ ,“.’ d 13+ I
;l:““o'n/l bave fk mlMJ voer f‘a“
}m Of thc prefident genernt, of YA¢ fondtors &
atives of th: United Statis, they may )Mt'
l‘ar exiflence in office, for lire, by p fiponing the timie of
thoir elecTion and appointment, from poried to porbel; wadcr
varioad
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Wfens pusiences 0y foch as, an apprelenfion of invafion, 2be
JolBlons WM of the Me. crc-y other planfpibl: pre-
sence that the sccafion wmay : and “baving tbu ob-
Jained life gflates in ak fm-. toey may pll up the
» acancies themfeloes, by bolr controu! sver the mode of ap-
}nﬂw—-.ill this bxcoftion In_ rc; :rd 16 bhe fenators,
dbat ag the place y‘mufw thes, maft, by the con-
JSitutiod, be in-the particular flate, they may depute fome-
bedy in the reffelive foyes, to Sl .up the rdeancies in the
ﬁuu. occafoned by denth, u“lb) caii ventare to affume
bemfblveg. Inthis mannity may the odly refirictisn sn
rhr bo waded. By m of the Joregoi /cﬂ‘un.
.z Mc/‘lhfuplcﬁallk radually
the petieral govevnment floall be ﬁmb g‘cthﬁd -
and whon o w.ulcabq army fMall render oppofi-
biow vain---tbe Congreft may ckﬁ[cdbfdepot
ifin, in mng“ *;: the peoples by yom-
ﬁ* w chibived iz ¢ ersment;
“ q 'h“‘.;pmt of Laws;

pthm can be

rlt.‘ “ sre theit Sl t mqw the iomagn's mll
the himb&elf : the lays, thercfore, which enta-

“QG. dre findamental to this go-
v-lm In fafl; & is as importsat te regul.e; in 2

in wbst i: by .whem,. and concerning
L elng e g

asit Is in a monarchy 0
hn.vhirﬁn'hu.nddm'h; manner ke ought
:m’ “Mﬁcx‘ place of thcf‘?:::

M M mt ‘Ml 0
thhll.-.th__t w be under d::/onmml of

| hﬁtt’m«m ex-
m&éeptdb“w m in Cdghfd #-
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zoing recited feQions, is fo unlimited in its nature, riay
be {o comprehenfive and boundlefs in its exercite, that
this alone would be amply fufficient to anaihilate the
ftute governments, avd {waliow them up in the grand
vortex of gemeral empire.

The judicial powers, velted in Congrefs, are allo fo
various and ex:enfive, that by legal ingenuity they may
te extended to every cafe, and thus abforb the Rate ju-
diciaries : and when we confider the Gecifive influence
that a general judiciary would have over the civil polity
of the feveral Nates, we do not hefitate to pronounce,
that this power, unaided by the legifiative, would effc&
a confolidation of the Rtates under one government.

The powers of a court of equity, veﬁed 'by this con-
fitation in the tribunals of Congrefs---powers which
do not eriit in the Ratqof Pennfylvania, unlefs fo far as
they can be incorporated with jury trial---would, in
this ftate, greatly contribute to this event. The rich
and wealthy fuitor would eagerly lay hold of the infinite
mazes, perplezities, and delays, which a court of chan.

, with the appellate powers of the fupreme court,
in fa&, as well as taw, would furnifh him with, and
thus the poor man, being plunged in the bottomlefs pit
of legal difcufion, would drop his demand in defpair,

Ia thort, confolidation pervades the whole ¢onftitution.
I+ begins with an annunciation that fuch was the inten-
tion, The main pillars of the fabric correfpond with
it s *: the concluding paragraph is a confirmation of
it. e preamble begins with the words, “ We the
people of the United States,” which is the flyle of a
compa@ between individuals entering into a flate of fo-
" ciety, and not tha' of a confederation of flates. The
other features of confolidation, we have before noticed.

Thus we have fally eftablifhed the pofition, that the
yowers velled by this comltitution in Congrefs, witl ef-
Fe& a comfolidation of the ftates under one goverament,
which even the advocates of this cesflitadion adarit,.
could not be done without the facrifice of afl liberty. .

We diffent, thirdly, becaufe, if it were pra&icable to
govern fo extenfive a territory as thefe United States in-
clude, on the plan of a confolidated government, con-
fillent with the principles of liberty and the happinefs

- of
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of the people, yet the conltru&ion of this conftituiion
is not caiculuted to attain the objelt; for, independent
of the nature of the cafe, it would of iglc!f, necetlarily
produce a defpotifm, and tlat not by the utu.l grada-
tions, but wich the celerity that Las hitherto only at-
tended revolutions effe@ed by the fword. B

To eitablith the truth of this polition, a curlory inveis
tigation of the principles and form of this conftitution
will fufiice.

The firtt confideration that this review fuggells, is the
omiffion of a bill of rights, afcertaining and fundamzn-
tally eRablithing thofe inalienable and perfonal rights
of m:n, without the full, free, and fecure enjoymen: of
which, there can be no liberty, and over which it is not
neeeflary for a good government to have the controul.
The principal of which are, the rights of confcicnce,
perfonal liberty, by the clear and unequivocal cidablith-
ment of the writ of habeas corpus, jury trial in criminal
and civil cafes, by an imparuial jury of the vicinage or
county, with the common law proceedings, for the fatc-
ty of the accufed in criminal profecutions, and the liber-
ty of the prefs, that fcourge of tyrants, and the grand
bulwark of every other liberty and privilege. “The tti-
pulations heretofore made in favour of them, in the
ftate conflitutions, are entirely fuperfcded by this con-
flicurion.

The legiflature of a free country fhould be fo formed
as to have a competent knowled:e of its conilitucnts,
and enjoy their confidence. To preduce theie cintiil
requifices, the reprefentation cught to be fuir, cguul, und
fufficiently numcrous to poilels the fame inteiciis, fecl-
ingS. opinions, and views, which the people hemnlelves
would poflefs, were they all aficmbled ; and fo numercus
as to prevent bribsry and unduc influence 5 @nd fo re-
fponfible to the pecpl> by frequent urd fair cicélions, as
to prevent their negle®ing or facrilicing thic views aad
interefls of their coniitucnts, to their own purfuits.

" We will dow bring the legiflature, nnder tiis confii-
tution, to the tet of the toregsing poinciples, which
will demonflrate, taat it isdeficient in cvery cdiential qua-
lity ot a juflt and fafe repreientaticn.

The Loule of reprefentatives is to confift of fixtv-b ¢

members
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members ; that is, one for abeut every filty thoufand
inhavitants, 10 be cholen every two years. Thirty-three
members will form a quorum for doing bufinefs, and
fcvcu'een of thefe, being the majority, determine the
icnte of the houfe. : '

The fenate, the other conftituent branch of the legif-

Jature, confifts of twenty-fix members, being two from
each Rate, appointed by their legiflaturee every fix years ;
fourteen fenators make a quorum ; the majority of whom,
eight, determines the fenfe of that body : except in
judgiag on impeachments, or in making treaties, or in
expelling a meiber, when two thirds of the fenators
pre‘ent, mult concur. o o ‘
" The prefident is to have the controul over the ena&-
ing of laws, fo far as to make the concurrence of two
thirds ot the reprefentatives and fenators prefent necef-
fary, if ke thould obje& to the laws. '

Thus it appears, that the liberties, happinefs, interefts,
aad great concerns of the whole United States, may be
dependent upon the integrity, virtue, wifdom, and kaow-
Iedge of twenty-five or twenaty-fix men. How izude
‘quate and unfate a reprefentation ! inadequate, bccaule
the fenfe and views ot three or four millions of people,
diffufed over fo extenfive a territory, comprifing fuch va-
rious climates, produls, habits, interefts, and opiniens,
cannot be collected in fo fmall a body ; and befides, it
is not a fair and equal reprefentation of the people, even
in proportion to its number : for the fmallek fate has as
much weight in the fenate as the largeft ; and from the
fmallnefs of the number to be chofen for both branches
of the legiflature ; and from the mode of ele@ion and’
appointment, which is under the controul.of Congrefs ;
and from the nature of the thing, men of thr moft ele-
vated rark in lifc, will alone be chofen. The other orders -
‘n fociety, fuch as farmers, traders, and mechacics, who
all ought to have a competent number of their beft in-
formed chen in the legiflature, Wil be totally unrepes-
fented, - . St

The reprefentation is unfafe, becaufe in the exercife
of fuch great powers and trufls, it is fo expofed to cor-
ruption and unduc influence, by the gift of the numer-
ous places of honour and emolumcat, at the difpofal of

. i the <
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e executive ; by the arts and addrefs of the great and

defigning, and by dire& bribery.
" The repretentation is moreover inadequate and un.
fafe, becaufe of the long terms for whi€h - is appointed,
and the mode of its appointment, by which Congrefs
may not only controul the choice of the people, bag
may fo manage as to diveft the people of this funda.
mental right, and become felf-clefted.

The number of members in the houfe of reprefenta-
tives may be inereafed to one for every thirty thoufand
inhabitants. But when we conflder, that this cannot
be done without the confent of the fenate, who, trom
their fhare in the legiflative, in the executive, and judi-
cial departments, and permanency of appointment, wijl
be the greateflicient body in this government, and whefe
weight and predominancy would be abridged by am
incréafe of the reprefentatives, we are perfuaded that
this is a circumftance that cannot be expefted. On the
contrary, the number of reprefentatives will probably
be continued at fixty-five, although the population of
the count~y may fwell to treble what it now is ; ualefs
a revolution fhould effe& a change. °
" We have before noticed the judicial power, as it
would effe@ a confolidation of the ftates into one go-
vernment. We will now examine it, as it would affe@
the liberties and welfare of the people, fuppofing fuck
& government were pra&icable and proper.

e judicial power, under the propofed conftitution,

is tounded on the well known principles of the civil law,
by which the judge determines both- on law and fa&,
and appeals are allowed from the inferior tribunals to
the Zaperior, upon the whole quettion ; fo that falls, as
well as law, would be re-cxamined, and even new falls
brough: forward ia the court of appeals ; aad to ufe
the words of a very eminent civiiian, % The caufe is
many times another thing before the court of appeals,
than what it was-at the trme of the firft fentence.”
" That this mode of proceedingis the one which muf}
be adopted under this conftitution, is cvident from the
following circumftances : Firft, that the mal by jury,
which is the grand chara@eriftic of :he comm(;n la{w,
is fecuped by the conflitution, oply in criminal cafes,
T v » o7 ~ Secoadly,
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Secondly, that the appeal both from law and faq is
exprefsly eftablithed, which is utterly inconfiltent with
the principles of the common law, and trials by jury,
The only mode in which an appeal from law and fa&
can be citablithed, is, by adopting the principles and
pradice of the civil law ; unleis the United Scates fhould
be drawn into the abfurdity of calling «nd fwearing
juries, merely for the purpofe of contradifting their ver-
dias, which would render juries contemptible, and
worle than ufelefs. Thirdly, that the courtsto be eita-
blifhed, would decide on all cafes of Jaw and equity,.
which is a well known chara@eriltic of the civil lJaw, and
thefe eourts would have conufance not only of the laws
of the United States, and of treaties, and of cafes af-
te@ing ambafladors, but of all cafes of admiralty and
maritime jarifdi®ion, which lat are matters belonging
exclufively to the civil law, in every nation in Chriiten-
dom.

Not to enlarge upon the lofs of the invaluable right
of trial by an ugbiafled jury, fo dear to every friend of
Jiberty, the monlirous expence and inconveniencies of
the mode of proceed. 3 to beedopted, are fuch, as will
prove intolerable to tne people of this country. The
lengthy proceedings of the civil law courts in the chan-
cery ot England, and in the courts of Scotland and
France, are fuch, that few men of moderate fortuces can
endure the expencs of : the poor man muft, thercfore,
fubmic to the wealthy. Length of purfe willtoo often
prevail againft right and juftice. For inftance, we are
told by the learned judge Blackftone, that a queltion
only on the property of an ox, of the value of three
guineas, originating under the ¢ivil law proceedings in
Scotland, after many interlocutory orders and f:ntences
below, was carried at length from the court of feflions,
the highelt court in that part of Great-Britain, by
way of appeal, to the houfe of lords, wirere the queltion
of Jawand fa& was finally devermined., e .adds, thag
po pique or fpirit could, in the court of king’s beach, or
common pleas, at Weftminfter, have given countenance
to fach a caufe for a tenth part of the time, yor colt a
twentieth part of the expence. Yet the cofty, in the

caurts of king’s bench, and common pleas, in E,ngland,
are
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~are infinitely greater than thofe which the people of
this country bave ever experienced.

We abhor the idea of lofing the tranfcendent privi-
Jege of trial by jury, with the lofs of which, it is remark-
ed by the fume learned author, that in Sweden the Ii-
berties of the commons were extinguifhed by an ariftn.
cratic fenate : and that trial by jury, and the liberty of
the people, went cut together. At the fame time, we
regret the intolerable delay, the encrmous expences, and
infinite vezation, to which the pcople cf this ccuntry
will be expofed, from the volumincus proceedings of the
courts Of civil law, and efpecially from the appellate ju-
rildiétion, by means cf which, a man may be drawn
frcm the utmoft beundaries of this extenfive country, to
the feat of the fupreme court of the nation, to contend,
perhaps, with a wealihy and powerful adverfa-
ry. Thc confiquence of this eltablilhment will be, an
abfolute confirmation of the power of ariltocratical in-
fluence in the courts of juiiice : for the common_pcople
will not be able to ceniend or firuggle againft it.

Trial by jury,in criminal cafes, may alfe be exciluded,
by declaring that the lsbeller, for irflance, fhall be liable
19 an allion of debt for a [pecifizd fum, thus evading the
commen law profecution by indiltrient and tyial by jury.
And the commen crurfe of procecding againfl a fhip for
breach of revemue laws, by information (awhich awill be
elafjed aming civil caufes,) awiil, at the civil law, be
slajfed within the refort of a court avhere mo jury inter-
venes.  BefidesiNbe benefit of jury trial im cafes of a
eriminal nature, which cannst be evaded, will be render-
¢d of little value, by calling the accufed to amfrwer far
Jrom home, there being no provifion thar the trial be by a
Jury of the meighbourkcod or country. Thus, anm inhabi-
. tant of Pittfburgh, on a charge of a crime committed o
the banks of the Qbio, may be obliged tr defend bimfelr at
the fide of the Delaware, and (o vice v:rfa.

To conclude this bead : wwse obferve, that the judges of
the courts of Congrefs wiuld not be sndepemdent, as they
are not debarred from bolding otter ofices, during tte
pleafure of the prefident and fenatz, ard as they may de-
rive their [fuppert, in part, from fees, alierable by the lco
Liflatur:,

The
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. T84 meut cinfideration that the conRitation pr fomss, b ,
the andue and dangerous mixture of the powers of govers
sicwt : tle fame body poffefing legiflative, cxecutive, and
sudigiel powers, The fenate is a vonflituent branch of
tbe legiflatare ; it bas judicial power in judping on im-
pesztments, and in this cafe umites in fome meafure thé
tbaraller: of judge avd party, as all the principal officers
are appointed by the prefident-general, with the comcur-
rence of the fenate, and thercfore they derive their offices.
in partfrom the fenate, Tbis may bins the judgmints of
the fevatort, and tend to fcreem great delinguents fi
punifbment. And the fenate bas, morcover, varions -
Zreat execntive powers; vig, in concurrence with the )

Sident-general, they forin treaties with foreign sations,
that they may contronl and abrogate the_ conflitistions and
laws of the feveral flates. Inlleed. there is mo power, pri-
vilege, cr liberty of the flate-governments; or of the pesple,
" but wbat may be affelted by virtue of 1bis pewer : for all
tresties made by them, ave 8¢ be the * fupreme law of the
lard, any thing in the conflitation or law: of dny flate
notwithflanding.” . . .
And this gyeat povier may be extrcifed by the prefident
and ten fenators, being tawe thirds of fourteen, which ii
a guovass of that body. What am induciment <vould this
offer to the minifiers of foreigm powers to compafi, by
bribery, fuch conceffions as conld not otberwile be obtain-
ed ? It is the uwvaried ufage of all freé flates; wbenever
treaties interfere with the pofitive lows of the land, to
wale the intervextion of the legiflaturé Wceffary to give
them operation. This became neccfary, and was afforded
by the parliament of G.cat-Britain, in corfiquenct o .
the late commercial treaty betwsen that kingdom .and
France. As the frnate judges on impedchments, whe is
to try the members of the fematd, for the abufe of this
power 2 And nome if the great appointments to office cas
be made wuithout the confent of the fenate. '
 Sorb warios, exwfor, AN Ispuiatt et com..
- bimed in eme body of mem, @re i : iﬁ:
The colobrated Montefyuien tells ss, that = when the les
giflative and execative powers. are sunited in the fame
porfon, or inthe Jame body of magifirates, there can be
o liberty, becanfz apprebenfisns nay arife, lefi the fc’dl
. Woniare
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monarch or fenate fhould enact tyrannical lzws, or exscite
them in a tyrannical manner.”

Again, « there is no liberty, if the powzrs of judg-
ing be not feparated from ths legiflacive and executive
powers. Were it joined with the legiflative, the itz and
liberty of the fubje@ would b= expoted to arbitrary con-
troul : for che judge would then be legiflator. Were it
joined to the executive power, the judge might behave
with all the violence of an oppreflor. There woull! be
an end of every thing, were the fam: man, or the iane
body of the nobles, or of the p=ople, to exercife thaole
thres powers ; that of ena@ing laws 5 that of execuiing
the public refolutions ; and that of judging the crimas
or differences of individuals.”

The prefident-general is dangeroufly connefled with
the fenate. His coincidsnce with the views of the ruling
junto in that body, is made eflential to his weight and
importance in the government, which «i!! dellroy all in-
dependency and purity in the executive department; und
. having the power of pardoning, without the concar-
rence of a council, he may fcreza frotn punifhment the
moft treafonable attemnpts that may be made on the li-
bertics of the people, when infligated by his coadjutors
in the fenate, Inflead of this dangercus and improper
mixture of the executive with the legiflativé and judi-
cial, the fupreme executive powers ought to have been
placed in the prefident, with a fmall independect coun-
cil, made perfonally refponfible for every appeintment
to office, or other a&, by having their opinions recor led ;
and that without the concurrence of the majoiity of
the quorum of this council, the prefident fhould no: te
capable of taking any ftep.

We have betore confidered internal taxatien, as it
would affe&@ the deltru@ioa of the flate governmcats,
and prodnce one confolidated government. We will
now confider that fuljed as it afe&s the perfenal cen-
cerns of the peopie.

. The power of dircQ taxation appliss in every indi-
vidaal : as Congrefs, under this new govirnment, is
exp:efsly vefled wizh the authority of levirg a capitas
tion or poll-tux upon every perfen, to any a2mount,
This is a tax, that, howsever epprefive in its Rnture, av d
unratl
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unequal in its operation, is certain as to its producé;
and fimple in its colle®ion, It cannot be ¢\ aded, likd
the ohjcfls.ot impoflt or excife ; and will be paid, be-
cauie «il that a man hath, will he give for his head.
This tax is fo congenial to the nature of defpotiim,
thit it has e.er been 4 favourite under fuch governments.
Some of thofe who were in the late general convention,
irom this Rate, have long laboured to introduce a poll-
tax among us. :

The power of dire& taxation will further apply to
every individual : as Congiels m:y tax lund, cattle,
trades, occupations, &c. to any amount ; and ever, ob-
je@ f internal taxation is of that nature, that, however
oppreflive, the people will have but this alternative,
either to pay the tax, or let their property be tiken, for
all refitence will be vain. The Randing army and fe-
le& militia would enforce the colle&ion.

For the moderate exerciie of this power, there is no
controul left in the [tate-governments, whofe interven-

tion.is deltroyed. No relief or redrefs of grievances
_can be extended, as heretofore, by them. There is not
even a declaration of rights, to which the people may
appeal for the vindication of their wrongs, in the courts
ot jultice. They muft, therefore, implicitly obey the
molt arbitrary laws : as the worll of them will be pur-
fuaat to the principles and furm of the conftitution :
and that firongeft of all checks upon the ccndu& of ad-
miniitration, refponfibility to the people, will not exift
in this governmeat. The permanency of the appoint-
ments of {enators and reprefentatives, and the controul
the Congrefs have over their ele@ion, will place them
independent of the ico-iments and refenunent of the
people : and th: adiuniltration having a greater intereft
in the governinent, than in the commaunity, there will
beno esnideraticn to roltrain them from opprefion
and .yranny. Inthe government of this flate, under
t- . old confederation, the m¢mbers of the legiflature
are taken from among the people’: and theif Tatergl
and welfare ate fo infeparably connetted with thole. of
their conftituents, that they can derive no advantage
from opprefive laws and taxes: for they would fuffer
iz common with their feilow citizens ; would partici.
pate
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pate in the burdens they impofz on thz community,
as the, mult recurn to the common Jovel after o thnt
p<riod ; and, notwithtunding every eacrtion ot intla-
ence, every means of coruption, a neccflary rotation cx.
cludesthem from perminency in the lcgifliturc.

This large QRate js to huve but ten metnbers in that
Congrets, wiich is to huve the liberty, propert., aund
dearefl concerns of every individuul in this vatt coun'ry,
at ablolute command : apd even thefs tea perions, wiw
are to be our only pusrdians—who are to fupericde the
Iegifliture of Penufylvania—will not be ot the choice
ot the people, nor amenable to them. From the mode
of their cle@ion and appoinument, they will confitt of
the lordiy an* hizh minded—of men who will have no
congenial [ceiings with the people, but a perfe& indit-
feeemee ter, and contempt of them. They will contiit
of thofe harpies of power, that prey upon the vy
vitals —that riot om the miferies of the commanity. But
we wili luppole,aithoughin all pr -bability it ey nev e
be reasized in &, that our deputies in Cangrets have
the welia: e 0! their conthituents at heart, and will exert
themfclves in their bohalt, what fecurity could even
this aff rd ? waat relick souwld they exicnid to their op-
prefled conltituen's ? - To attain this, the nrajonity of
the deputies of the twelve other RRates in Congrefs muft
be alike well difpoted—muit alike forego the iweets of
powcr—and ielinquith the puriuits cf ambition, whick,
trom the nature of tivings,’is not ta br exp:&:d, lf the
people part with a refpaifivle repre-entation in the ic-

.gillawure, founded upoa fair, certain, and ficquent
_f_l:&_ion:, they have nothing leit they can call thoir
owa, Mi‘erable is the lot ot that peapic wicie eiery
congern depends on the will and pleafuic of their rulas,
Our foldicrs w.ll become jmiflurie:, aud our - v of
_governme::t Vathaws ; in thort, the [y uem of Coapoliial
‘wiil foon be complcted. .

-+ From the forggoing inve igation, it appears, that the
' €ongrefs,.under this contitation, wili nut pofless the
coghidence ot the people, which is .n o atial requitiz
in a gou governweal : for unlels the laws coma.nd
the ccufidence and refp:& of the p1zat body ol the
peapic, 10 s itducc wam to fupporc them, llwcl;m

Calit
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crlel en by the civil magideate, theymult be executed
by tiae aed of a nemerous danding wrmy, which would
L inconttent wich every idea of liberty @ tor the fame
l~‘.c- that ey be gt \.ud to compel ohedience to
e d daw Scivhe, s i proba by weuld, be wied to wrelt
$ c:a the people thor conditationa]l hbertics,  The
{7 .uers of tas coniltution appear 1o have been aware
of this great <ot ney 5 to have beea fenfible that no
depnie nce could Le piaced on the people for tieir fup-
perts kg, on the ceatrary. that the government mult
Le caecated by force. Faey have, lhcrdm ¢, Mmade a
previsa ter this purpofe. in A permancnt fanding
asmv, anda milida that may be fubje@ed to as flrit
Gilaie ¢ il governaent,

A danding army, § in thehands of a governmert pl.tccd
fo ind: wd.‘u of the peaple, may be made a fatal in-
firament to overturn the public liberties. It may be
swpioved to enforce the colle@ion of the moft oppreflive
tascs, aud tn carcy into exccntion the molt arbitrary
menurss.  Aa ambitious man, who may have the army
at his Jdovation, may {lep ap to the throne, and fize
upen abf-tute power.

The abfu!ute unqualificd command tkat Congrefs have
over th: pil'tiy, muy be made inflrumental o the de-
flecacan of all libweriv, bath public and private, whe-
th.r et & ;orianal, aivil, or religious nature.

Firi: tas p-rional liberty of every man, probubly
fruiv vorcen o figiy years of age, may be dellroyed by
the pov or Cergrees have in organizing and governing
e imitne sl -'n.tluy may be fubjc&.d to fines
tooey weoeunt, fevied in Jn.xhury manner ; they may
beie T oo d 1o corpersl puniihments of the mot dif-
Frdodi! .nml hunneocing Lind, and to death iufelf, by
the dcirice et aw fmartial. To this our young
e ow g l‘t iore i iately futie@cd @ as a 2le@ ou-
Litie cennind ot teaia, will befl anfwer the purpofes of
g“w REH N oi‘.

S e ffyraherighie of conlcicnce may be violated -

D a cempe o Ciofe perfuns, who are con-
v T e i boaring armse Thie come
joocac - 000 - leadbwee conuninity in tae
Yo e ki .o . v sunataabie, bicsurr, even

wIhin
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when the diftrefles of the late war, and the evident di:-
afl thion of many citizens of that deicription, inflamed
our p.athions—and wlon every perfon, who was obliged
to rifque his own iife minit havebeenexafperated agamit
fuch as on aay account kept back trom the commin
danger—yet even then when outrage and violmoe
mizht have been expciicd, tiae rights of conictence were
h td tocred.

At this meomentous crifis, the framers of onr fiute
contiitmticon, muade the rac L exprefs and dedded decla-
ration and ' pulaticn ia favour of the richic of con-
fcience : buc now, when no mecsfliy esifls, thofe deardit
ri; hrs of men are L ft infecure.

Thirdly: the «biolute command of Congrels over the
militia, may be deflruétive of pulilic liberty: for undiv
the gaidance of axn arbitrary jovernment, they may Le
made the unwilling tnllruments of tyranny. The mi-
litia of Pennf lvani. may be mirched to New England,
or Virginia. te quell un ‘nfurredion occalioned by the
me:k zalling oppr.dien s and, aided by the flanding
army, they will, no doubt, be fucccfsful in {ubduing
their Ii‘)erty and ndependency : but in fo doing, althe’
the magnae imity of their winds will be extinguithed,
yet the m auer p fions of reienimint and revenge will
by increvied. and tucle, ia tuin will b2 the rc.ldy and

ohedient in irum:nts of defporita, teentlave the others;
and that w th unirricited venge:nce. Thus may tne
nulitta be made the inilruaents of eriiling the laldl ef-
fo-ts of copinnt Biberty, of rivoling the chams of def-
petilm on their fllow citis it , <ad on onz another.
This power can be cxerciiLd nt caly without violating
tie conflituzion, but in ftvit canfermity with o Iris
calculated for thus exnress purpdic, and wild doubiefs
be exzcuted accordingly.

As this ...u\'etnmem will nat eniny the confilence of
the ]‘t'\"k, but be cx-cotud } b. furgc o vl o2 a very
“'“‘-‘nﬁve anl burdenime giovernmente The {landing
:mr.': matt he Ttumerane, avn W, as a tarther fupport, it
Wil bz s poaddte of thiz gocornant to mnltiply ofii-
cers i -vrav denoariment v Jadees, C. i fers, tiga
!'-l'h-o'u”.x\ oy, ane P owihede Lol o rovenus
oﬁ:cu'\. Wi swarm ovor the taald. doveaitag the Load

cdl HI!\ "5
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earniggs of the incuTrious; lik: the loculls of old, im.
povenihiag and delalating all before then.

We have not noticed the fmaller, nor many of the
ccnﬁd;rabl- blecmith.s, bat have confiaed our objealous
to the great and <ot deli@s—the muin pillars of
the conllitution : which we have fheun o be i .cone
filent witi. the liberty and happinels of the people, as
its <t ablithment will .nnihilite the flate governments,
and produce onz conlolidated government, that will
eventually and fp-edily ifluc in the (upremacy of del-
fotitm.

[n this mvc'hgat:on. we have not confined our views
to theintercils or weifuare ot this (tate, in preference to
the others. We have ove.luoked a!l lacal circumftan es 5
we have confidered tnis fuhje® on the broad feale of
the peneral good ; we have aflerted the caufe of. the
Ercg.nt and lu.ure ages ; the caufe of liberty and man,

in .
Nathaniel Brecding, Jobn Ludwig,

Fotn Swilie, . . Abrakam Lincoln,
Richard Baird, Jotn Bifhap,

- "Adam 0-1h, Fofepb Heifter,
Fobn A. Hirna, Jofeph Powel,,

ohm W' tehiil, James Martin,

- fJobm Hav.i., , Wittiam Findley,
Rohert Whisei:'l, Jo'n Baird,
78 Revnalls, Jamnes Edgar,
Fonathan Hoge, Hiliiam Todd, .

N chotas Lui=. S
- Ffitaddpbia, December 12, 1787.

A LETTER of ki Exteflency EDMUND
"RANDOLPH, Bfg. on tte FEDERAL
CONS T TUTION,

Adds cjjedwTo the Honorable the Speaker of the Hoyfe tf
. Dcicgates, Virginia. . -~ .. .5 .

- o

_ Rictmend, Of1sber 10, 1787, ..
S I R,
~“HE c¢ ﬂlllﬂtwn, which I endofed to the geaeral
- allably. ina late official ‘leter, appears without
. my
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my fignature. This circumft ince, altliouzh trivial in ics
own nature, has been re..acred rathey important to my-
feif at lealt, by bcing misunderitood by tome, and mif-
reprefented by o hyrse—As I dtdein to ccncesl the
rea.ons for withnlding my ‘ubfiiptier:, 1 have alw.ys
been, flill wm, and eva thall be, rewdy o proclaom chem
to the world. 7To the leyifliture, ther:tere, by whom
1 was deputed to the tederal conventien, ing leave
new te addrefs tham: ff Sing e indifference to pub.
lic apinion, but reio!veu nOC 10 coust it by 4n unmaniy
facrifice of my own jna;m e,

As this explanation wil: fovilve 2 lummary, but ges
ncral review of our fodzral firaten, you wiil p vdon
me, I truft, althougi 1 fhould traiig:cls the u.ual
bounds of a letter.

Befire my departur: for the cenventiza, [ telieved, that
the corfederaticr avas not fi eminontiy deiefiive, as it lad
beem fuppsfed. But ajter 1 Fad ertored into a fres com-
grumnication with 1/ ojc «v o avere beft infcrrned of the cen-
dition and intereft of cuck fiile ; ufter 1 fad compared
ke intelligence derived from tlex:, ewith tie propertecs
awkich ought to charaller:f ti: governiment of our unicn,
d became perfuaded, that tie con. /’ Jderation was diffitute of
overy energy, avhick a confiitution of the Umited States
ought to poffefs,

For the objelts propofecd Fy its inllitution avere, that it
Jhould be a fhield a_arnft foreigr kofiility, and a firm re-
Jort againft domeflsc commation ; that it freuld cherifh
2rade, and promcte the preffciity ¢f the flutes under its
tare.

But thefe are rct ameong the attributes of our prelert
snicw, Severe exferienc: " wnder the preinre of war— a
ruinous weakmefs i 1nisefied frico téc return of peace ; ard
the contemplation f1he) dargers, avlich darkenm tie fu-
Qure profpedt, have condorined t o lode of srandeur and
of fafety wundcr ite au/fices af tre cilederaiion,

In tbe.exigencics ;f qvar, indeed, the 1 Jlory .of it5 ef-
S fe&t bs ‘Q( fhor¢ ;. the fpinal ratifica:ion Lavimg becm de-
- dayed until she begigning of tie s2ir s ~%1, Bt however
Short, tiis pyriod is airiigwyind Uy melancholy-tefiimonies
of its inability 1o wtn.ituin m f yrreny, e ﬁ:rtal inter-
csurfe of the flaree, 1o &ifesd L wrels opaing! excros

melk:
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Wenis onm their rights, and to obtain, by requifitions, fup:
plice 10 the federal treafury, or reersits to the federal arl
wmies. 1 foall mot attempt an emumeration of the particu-
lar inflances ; but leave to your owm remembrance and
vhe records of Conmgrefs, the fupport of the affertions.

In the feafen of peace 100, mot many years have elapfed ;
dnd yet cach of them bas produced fatal examples of delin-
yuency,and femetimes of pointed sppofition to federal du-
ties, Yo the varions remonfirances of Comgrefs, I ap-
peal, for a glosmy, bat uncxaggerated narrative of the ins
Juries avkich our faith, bonor,and Fappinefs, bave fuflain-
ed by the failure of the Lates. |

Bat thefe eviis are paft ; and fome may be led by an
Boncft zeal to conclude that thay cannot be repeated. Yes
Siry they will be repeated as lsng as the confederation ex-
ifts, and will bring awits toem other mij:ivefs, fpringing

Jrom tée fame fourc., which cannot be yet forefeen in their
Sull array ¢f terror.

If we examine the conflitution and laaws of the feveral
Slates, it is immediately difcovered that the law of natiors
is unprovidid aith fanctions in many cafes, whict deeply
affel public dignity and public juflice, The letter however
of the confederation dees mot permit Comgrefs to remedy
shefe defells, and fuch an asthority, although evidently
deducible from its [pirit, cannot, without violation of the
Jecond article, be affumed. Is it mot a political phenome-
wom, that the bead of tie confederacy fhould be doomed to
be plumged inte war, from it: wretched impotency to check
offences againft this law ; and femtenced to witnefs in un-
avaling anguifls the infraction of their engagements to fo-
reign fevereigns ?

And yet this is mot the only grieveus point of weaknefs.
After a war [ball be incvitable, the requif-tions of Congrefs
Jor guotas of men sr mengy, will again prove unproduitive,
and fallacions. Tvo canfes will always confpire ¢ this
bancful confequence.

1. Ne gevernnent can bz [lable, cvkich hangs on hs-
man inclination alone, unbdiaffed by the cocrciam ; and 2,
fromthe very connellion betan:zzn fatcs boknd to Proportion-
ate sontributiors, jealoufics and fufpicions naturatly arife,
awlich at leaff clill the ardour, if they do met excite the
warmurs of the whole. [ do nst forget indeedy that by

one
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one Judden Impalfe our part of the Americam c:ntinent
bas been throwsn inte @ military pofiure, and that in the
carlicr annals of the war, our armics marched to the ficld
o8 the meore yecommendations of Cong efs. But bught ave
to argus from a cont:f, ibus fignalized ly she magnitudy
of its flake, that as often as & flame fhall e bercafter
kindled, the fame extbufiafin will fil our legions, or renew
them, as they may be fifled by ko1 ? '

1f not, where fhail we find proteftion ? Impreffions,
like thofe, which prevent a compliance with requilicions
of regular forces, will deprive the American republic
of the fervices of militia, Dut let us fuppofe, that they
are attainah'e, and acknowledge, as I always fhall, that
they are the matural fupport of a free government.
When it is remembered, that in their abfence agricul-
ture mu lamguifh ; that they are not haditnated to mi.
litary expolures and the rigour ol military difcipline,
and that @i neceflity of holding in readinefs fucceflive
detachments, carries the exnence far beyond that of en
litmaetitswmthis refource ought to Be adopted with
Canios,.

As Ragly too am I perfuaded, that the requifitns
for money will not be more cordially received, For
befides the dillrult, which would prevail with refpe& to
them alfo ; befides the opinion, entertained by each
Qlate ot its own liberality and unfatisficd demands agaictt
the United States, there is another confideration. not
lefs worthy of attention. The firft rule for deicrmin.
ing cach quota the value of all lands granted or fur-
veyed, and of the, buildings and improvements thercon.
It is no longer doubted, thatan equitable, vaiform mode
of etimating that value, is impra&icable ; and there-
fore twelve ilates have fubflituted the number cf inba.
bitants under certain limitatiqos, as the fandard acc.- J-
ing to which money is to be turnifhed. DBut under t:
fubfifling articles of the uniop, the affent of the thwe
teenth Rutc is neceffary, and has mot yet been gives,
‘Tais does of itfelf keficn the hope of precuring a revern:e
for federal ufes ; and the mifcasriaze of the impoll al-
mokt rivets our d:fpondency.

Amid® thefc difappointments, it would afford fome
confelaiion, if whea robellion (hall thrcaten uny ltate,

L an
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an ultimate afylum could be found under th: =iag ef
Coangrefs, But it is at lealt equivocal whether they can
intrude forces into a ftate, rent afunder by civil difcord,
even with the pureft folicitude for our federal wclfare,
and on the moft urgent entreaties of the Rate itfelf. Nay
the very allowance of this power would be pageantry
alone, from the want ct money and of men.

To thefe defe&@s of congre(lional power, the hiftory
of man has fubjoined others, not lefs alarming, [
earneltly pray, that the recolle@ion of common fuffer-
ings, which terminated in common glory, may check
the fallies of violence, and perpetuate mutual friendfhip
between the ftates. But I cannot prefume, that we are
fuperior to thofe unfocial paffions, which under like
circumftances haveinfefted more ancient nations. Icannot
prefume, that through all time, in the daily mixture of
American citizens with each other, in the confli@s for
commercial advantages, in the difcontents'which the
neighbourhood of territory has been feen to engender
in other quarters of the globe, and in the efforts of fac-
tion and intrigue—thirteen diftin® communities under
no effe@ive fuperintending controul (as the United States
confefledly now are, notwithftanding the bold terms of
the confederation) will avoid a hatred to each other
deep and deadly.

In the profecution of this enquiry, we fhall find the
general profperity to decline under a fyftem thos un-
nerved, No fooner is the merchant prepared for fo-
reign ports, with the treafures which this new world
kindly offers to his acceptance, than it is announced to
him, that they are fhut againft American fhipping, or
opened under opprefive regulations. He urges Con-
grels to a counter-policy, and is enfwered only by a
condolancs on the general misfortune. He is immedi-
ately ftruck with the conviftion, tha® until exclufion fhall
be oppofed to exclufion, and reftriion to reftri@ion,
the American flag will be difgraced. For who can con-
ccive, that thirteen legiflatures, viewing commerce un-
der different regulations, and fancying themfelves dif-
charged from every obligation to concede the fmallelt
ot their commercial advantages for the benefit of the
whole, will be wrought into a concert of a&ion and

defiance
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defiance of every prejudice ? Nor is this all : Let the

t imprevements be recounted, which have enriched
and i!luftrated Europe: Let it be noted, how tew thoe
are, which will be abfolutely denied to the U..ited
States, comprehendidg within their boundancs the
choiceft bleflings of climate, foil, and navigable waters ;
then let the moil fanguine patriot banifh. it he can, the
mortifying belief, that all thefe muit fleep, vntil they
fhill be roufed by the vigour of a naiiomat govern-
ment.

I have not exemplificd the preceding remarks by mi-
aute details ; becaufe they are evidently fortified by
truth, and the confcioufuel; of the United States of
America. I fhall, therefore, no longer deplore the un-
fitcefs of the confederation to fecure our pcace ; buc
procced, witk a truly unaffe@ed diftraft of my own
opinions, to examine what order of powers the govern.
ment of the United States ought to enjoy ? Huow they
ought to be defended againft encroachments p Whe-
ther they can be interwovea in the confederation, with-
out an alteration of its very effence, or muft be lodged
in new hands ? Shewing at the fame time the convul.
fions, which feem to await us, from a diffolution of the
anion or partial confederacies.

To mark the kind and degree of authority, whick
eught te be confided to the government of the United
States, is no more than to reverfe the defcription which
I have already given, ,of, the defe@s of the conlcde-
ration.

From thence it will follow, that the operations of
pcace and war will be clogged without r-gular advances
‘of money, and .’ ~tthefe will be flow indzed, if depea-
dent on fupplication alonc. For what betier name do
requifitions deferve, which may be evaded or cprofed
withou: the feur of coercion ? But although ccercicn
is an indifpenfs. ¢ ingredient, it ought not o be dirc&t-
ed againft a ftate, as a Rate ; it being impoflivle to at-
tempt it except by blockading the trade of the delin.
quent, or carrying war into its bowels. Even if thefc
violeat-fchemes were eligible, in otiicr refpeits, both of
them might perhaps be defeated by the fcantinefs of

the public chell ; would be tardy in their complete of-
fe&
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fed, as the expence of the land and naval equipments
mult be firtt reimbfirfed; and might drive the proferib-
ed flate into the defperate refolve of inviting foreign al-
liances. Againlt each of them lie feparate unconquer-
able objetions. A blockade is not equally applicable to
all the ttates, they being differently circumflanced in
commerce and in ports ; nay, an excommunication form
the privilege of the union would be vain, becaufe every
regulation or prohibiiion may be eafily eladed under
the rights of American citizen(hip, or of foreign nations.
But how fhall we fp:ak of the intrufion of troops ? Shall
e arm citizens againft citizens, and habituate them to
thed kindred blood ? Shall we rifque the infliting of
wounds which will generate a rancour aever to be fub-
dued ? Would there be no room to-fear, that an army
accultcmzd to fight, for the eftablithment of authority,
would falute an Emperor of their own P Let us not
bring thefc things into jeopardy. Let us' rather fub-
ftitute the fame procels by which individuals are com-
pelled to contribute to the government of their own
ftates. Inftead of making requifitions to the legiflatures
it would appear more proper, that taxes fhouid be im-
pofed by the federal head, under due modifica tions and
guards ; that the colle@ors fhould demand from the
citizens their refpedive quotas, and be fupported s in
the colle&tion of ordinary taxes.

It tollows too, that, as the general government will be
refponfible to foreign nations, it ought to be able to
annul any offenfive meafure, or enforce any publicright.
Pechaps among the topics on which they may be ag-
giieved or complain, the commercial intercourfe, and
the manner in which contra@s are difcharged, may con-
flitute the principal articles of clamour.

It follows too, that the general government nught to
be the fupreme arbiter, for adjufing every contention
among the flates. In all their conne&ions, therefore,
with each other, and particularly in commerce, which
‘will probably create the greateft difcond, it ought to hold
_the reins. R

It follows too, that the general government ought
to proted cach Rate againit domeRic as well as external
violence. - S :

And
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And lafily, it follows, that through the general go-

vernment alone, can we ever affume the rank to which
we are entitled by our refources and fituation.
. Sheuld the people of America furrender thefe powers,
they can be paramagnt to the conftitutions and ordi-
nary ads of Icgiflation, only by being delegated by them.
I do not pretend to afirm, bat I venture to believe,
that if the confederation had been folemnly queftioned
in oppofition to our cenftitution, or even to one of our
laws, potterior to it, it muflt have given way. For never
did it obtain a higher ratification, than a refolution of
aflembly in the daily form.

This will be on€ fecurity againft encroachment. But
another not lefs effe@ual 1s, to exclude the individual
fates from any agency in the national government, as
far as it may be fafe, and their interpofition may not be
abfolately neceflary.

Batnow, Sir, permit me to declare, that in my hum-
ble judgment, the powers by which alone the. bleflings
of a general government can be accomplithed, cannot
be interwovea in the confederation, without a change in
its very eflence, or, in other words, that the confedera-
tion pauft be throwa afide. This is almoft demonfira-
ble, from the inefficacy of requifitions, and from the ge-
ceflicy of converting them into a&s of authority. My
fuffrage, as a citizen, is alfo for additional powers. But
to vhom fhall we commit thefe alls of authority, thefe
add.ional powers ? To Congrefs? When I formerly
Jamented the defe@s in the juri(di@ion of Congrefs, I
had no view to indicate any other opiniop, than that
the federal head ought not to be fo circumfcribed, For
free as I am at all times to profefs my reverence for
that body, and the gdividuals who compofe it, I am
yet equally free to make known my averfion to repole
fuch a trult in a tribunal fojconRituted. ‘My obj=Qionsare
not thevifioas of theary, but the refult of my own obfer-
vationsin America,andof the expericaceofothers abroad.
1. The legiflative and executive are concentred in the
fame perfons. This, where real power exifts, muft evea-
tuate in tyranny. 3. The reprefentation of the fates
bears o proportion to their importance. This is an

whreafonable fubje@ion cf the will of the major:l? to
- at
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that of the minority. 3. The mode of eleitioi:. and iic
li<bility f being recallcd, muy 100 often reader the da
Jegates rather partizans of their ow.a ftates than repre-
featatives of the Union, 4. Cubal and intrigue muflt
coa(qlently giinanafcendency in a ceurfe of years.
§. A ningic houf: of leg'(lition, will fonztimes be pre-
cipitate, perhaps pafimate. 6. As long as feven ftates
are required tor the tmdlcft, and aine for the greateft
votes, m1y notfo c¢izn influcnce at fome future day in-
finuate idelf, *fo as to interrupe every allive exertion 7
7. To crown the whols, it is fcarce within the verge of
peilibilizy, that fo numcrous an aflzmbly fhould acquire
that fzcrecy, dilpatch, and vigour, which ar - che tett of
excellence in theexecutive department.

My inference trom thefe fa&s and principles, is, thae
the new powers malt be depofited in a new body, grow-
in 1 ou: of a confolidation of the union, as far as the
ctrcumitunces of the ftites will allow, Perhaps, how-
ever, forye may mcdiite its diffolution, and others, par-
tial confederacies.

‘T'he fi-lt is an id:a awlul indeed, and irreconcileable
with a very early, and hitherto uniform convifinn, that
without union, we muft be undone. For, before the
voice of war was heurd, the puife of the then colonies
was tricd, and found to beat in unifon. The unremit-

*d Libour of our encmies was to divide, and the policy
ol every Congrels, to bind us together. But in no ex-
ample was this truth more clearly difplayed, thun in
the prudence with which independence was unfoided to
the fizhe, and in the forbearance to declare it, until
America almolt unanimoufly called for it. After we
had thus lacnched into troubles, never before explored,
and in the hour of heavy diitrefs, the remembrance of
~ur focia] ftrength, not only forbade defpair, but drew
frcm Congrefs the molt ilffuftrious repetition of their
fettled purpofe to defpife all terms, thort of indepen-
dence.

ticholl, then, haw fuccefsful and glorious we have
been, wiile we alted in fraternal concord. But let us
Citcard :he illufion, that by this fuccefs, and this glory,
the creil of danger has irrecoverably fallen. Our go-

Vernments are Yot 100 youthful to have acquired fta-
bility
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bility from habit. Cur very quizz de pcn\'c vnon the
duration of the unjon. Among the vp: ' hr i iacels
ligent, few can read without cmoticn the itiure fate of
the Rates, if fevered trom: each other, ‘1hen thii! we
learn the full weight ot tercign inwrigue, ‘fien thall
we hear of partitions of our country. It a piince, in-
flamed by the Juft «f conquedt, thould u‘e one itite as
the inttrument of erflaving others—if every flate is to
be wearied by perpetval ilarms, and compelled to main-
tain large military cltabiithments—if <l guailions are
to be decided by un appesl to arms, v iere a Jiffirence
of opinion cannot be removed Ly nemccidiicn—in a
word, if all the dirctul mistertunes wiich haaat the
peace of rival nations, ure te rinmph over the land,
for what hive vieto contend P x\!.y heve we (‘).:l.ﬂl..‘c(l
eur wealth ? why have we hvolely betrayed the heroie
martyrs ot the federal caufe ?

But dreadiul as thetotal ditolutien of the vninn s
to my mind, I enterrain co lefs horror at th: houshe
of partial contederacies. 1 have not the lcatt gronnd
for fuppofing, that an overture of this kind wou!d bs
litened to by a fingle ftats, and the prefump:onis, th g
the politics of the greater purt of the katcs, nuu rom
the warmeft attachment to an wnion of the whc!s  IF,
however, a lefler confederacy coald be oht.um-? by
Virginia, let me conjure my countlymen well to wiigh
the probable confequences, betore they atcmp: te
formit.

On fuch an event, the ftrength of th: vn'en wau'l
be divided in two, or pcrhaps thirece parts. ilas it o
increafed fince the war as to bedivifiblie—and yer roe
main fufficient tor our hacpiness ?

The utmoft limit of a:y partial confederacy, wl' %
Virginia tould expe to form, weua'! compronon! tan
three fouthern ftate<, and her pecract pov! oo p-lon.
bour. But they, like ourfcives,are diviin 0 i thas
real force, by the mitture of an unhapyy i ccies of na-
pulation.

Again may I afk, whether the eppulinze <0 ha
Unltcd Statcs has been 2uzmented Huee 13 e Wy ? e
is anfwered in the negative, by advad of coli, wad Lz
decleilion of trade.

e
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At all times muft a fouthern confederacy fupport thips
of war, and foldiery ? As foon wyuld a navy move
from the forc?, and an army fpring from the carth, as
fuch a confederacy, indebted, impeverithed, in its com-
merce, and deftitute of men, could, for fome years at
Icait, providean ample defence for izfelf,

Let it not be forgotten, that nations, which can enforce
their rights, have large claims againfl the United States,
and that the creditor riay infift cn payment from any of
trem, Wbhich of them ausuld probably be the vitim 2 The
m? preductive, and 1he moft expofed. Wien vexefl by re-
prifals er avar, the fouthsrn flates will fue for alliance on
this continent or leyond fea. If for the former, the me-
ceffity of an unisn of the while is decided ; if for the lat-
ter, America will, I fear, re-alt the feenes of comfufion
and tlzod/bed, exhibited amang mof} of thofe nations, which
kave, tos late, repented the folly of relying on auxiiia-
ries.

Tawo or more confederacizs cannot but be competitors
Sor power. The ancicnt friendfbip between the citizens
of America, being thus cut off, bitternefs and hoftikty wwill
fucceed in its place 5 in order 16 prepare againft furround-
ing danger, we /ball be compelicd to veft fome avhere or
other poaver approaching near tv military govermment.

The annals of the aworld have abounded fo much with
inflasces of a divided people being a prey 1o foreign in-
Aucnce, that I/hail net refirain my apprebenfions of it,
Should eur union be torn afurder. The opportunity of in-
Sinuating it, «will be multiplied in preportion to the parts
into which we may be ireken.

In fhort, Sir, I am [atigued with [ummening wp to
wy imagination the miferies awhizh will barrafs the United
States, if tarz: fram each ether, and awbich. awill not end
until tiocy are Juperfedzd by fri/s mifzbicfs under the yoke
of a tyrant. '

I czo2o, therefire, to 2o luf}, and perhaps enly refuge in
our difieulties, a confclidation of the union, as far as cir-
camflarces will perimit.  To fulfl this defirable objelt, the
confiitution avas fram:d by the federal convenmtion. A
gzorum cf eleven f[lates, and the only member from a
twelfth bave fubtoribed i 3 Alr Mafon of Virginiay Mr.
Gerry of lalfacks2ttn and mylelf having r=fujzd te [ub.
feribe. Iky



[ &« ]

Wiy I refsfed, will, 1 Fope, be foived to the fatisfaBicn
of thofe who knew me, by fuying, that a fenfe of duty com-
wanded me thus to al? It commanded me Sir for belicoe me,
that mo ¢vent of my lite cver occupied more of my refleFion.
To fubfcribe, feemed to dffer nsinconfiderable gratification,

Since it avouid have prejfented e to the werld as a feifow-
labourer with the icarned and zcalows fratefmen of Ame-
rica.

Dut it was fur more interefling 1o my feclings, that 1

was about to differ from three of wmy colleagues, one ¢f
whem i5.40 the ron-r 1f the countsy nwhich le Fas faved,
embeforised in vheirifcfliosns,and camreceive ne fraife from
the bigheft L-fire of sanguaie ; tre other tawe of avkom Fave
been bong en.odod avic.g 1oc avifell and Lefl lovers of e
commanwealth 5 and tre unaken ard intimate fricndsi- p
of ali ofcitony [havecver prized, and jiill ds joize, .
ameng the (orpeeft of Gl argriitiens. A aas uo lirouger
L6 the reigring partiality fur tre mecrilers to compe, d
the convontic, and bad nit the [maliz/t dsubt, tiat jr.m
this reufe, ard from the ardor fir a re/crin of gover:iicii,
the fir)i applaufes at leafl woutd be loud and frofuse. [
Sufpelled. too, tlat there was fometring in the burian lroaft
awbich for a time would be apt te confirue a toin/cr tere!s
in politics, into an enmity 8o the wunion. Nio, [ }oainy
Jorcfaw, that in t*e d:fontizns of parties. a .idils lire
eweuld probabiv be interp. cied nt.a w.nt fest rpriv-ard
decifton. Bua: tbefe conpideratis s, Fivw jeducing joocer,
awere feeble opponchts to the juie’liong of wy conldcrc
I was fent to exercife my judgiicrt,axd 12 exercifc it avas
my fixed determination ; being irnfiracted ly even on ir-
perfe® acquaintance awith mank.nd, tlat felf appreiazicn
is the only true reward which a poiitical career can be-
Slow, and that popularity would’l.cve bcen (u! arot'er nan.e
Jor perfidy, if te fecure it, I bad given up tic freedvn of
thinking for myfelf.

It wenld have bcem a peculiar pleafure to me to Fave
afcertained b:fcre [lzy2 Virginia, tte tcirnper and gerius
¢f m; fello~v citizens, confidered relatively to a govers-
ment, fo ﬁl-’ljlaltiallj J:]'ering frem ¢t conf-deration as
that which 15 mow fubmitted. But (i «wi:y for many
ebzious reafors, impcfible ; ard { wast’ereis deprived of
wbat Iehsuzhs :%: nec:ﬂ.'zr;l:;uid-r:. ;
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I facs, however, that the comfederation was tettering
Jrom its ewn weaknefs, and that the fitting of the conven-
stion was a _fignal of its tetal infufficiency. 1awas therefore
ready te affent to a [cheme of government, which was pro-
pojed, and which nwent beyond the limits of the confedera-
tion, believing, that without being too extenfive it would
bove preferved our tranquility, until that temper and that
genins fhould be colledl.d. q

But when the plan v hich is now before the general
affembly, was on its paffige through the convention,
I moved, that the Rate conventions thould be at liber-
ty to amend,and that a fecond general convention fhould
be holden, to difcufs the amendments, which fhould be
fuggefled by them. This motion was in fome meafure
jultified by the manner in which the contederation was
forwarded originally, by congreis to the Rate legifla-
tures, in many of which am:ndments were propofed,
and thole amendments were afterwards eizamioed in
Congress. Such a metion was doubly expedient here
as the delepation of fo much more power was fought
for. But it was negatived. 1 then eapreffcd my un-
willingnefs to fign. My reafons were the following :

1. It is faid in the refolutions which accorapany the
conftitution, that it is to be fubmitted to a convention of
delegates chofen in each ftate by the people thereof, for
their aflent and ratificazion. The meaniag of thefe
terms is allowed univerfally to be, that the convention
muft cither adopt the conlitution in the whole, or rcje&
it in the whole, and is pofitively forbidden to amend. Jf
therefore, I had figned, I fhould have felt myfelf bound
to be filent as to amendments, and to endeavor to fup-
port the conftitution without the correltion of a letter.
With this confequence before my eyes, and with a de-
termination to attempt an amendment, I was taught,
by a regard for confiltency, not to fign.

2. My opirion always was, and flill is, that every
citizen of America, let the crifis be what it may, ought
to have a full opportunity to propofe, through his re-
prefentatives, any amendment which, in his apprehen-
fion, tends to the public welfare. By figning, I fhould
have contradi@ed tkis fentiment.

3. A conftitution ought to have the hcarts of the

people
.
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people on its fide. Batif at a future day it thould he
burthenfome atter having been adopted in the whole,
and they fhould infinuate that it was in fome meafure
forced upon them, by heing confined to the fingle al-
ternative of tukin: or reje@ing it altogether, under my
impreflions, and witiv iny opimoas, I thould not be able
o0 juitity myielt had | fignad,

4. [ was always fatisfi d. s I have now experienced,
th.t this great fubj & would be pliced in new lights
and attitu les by the criticifn of the world, and that no
man can affure him elt ho v a confliturion will work for
a courfe of years, watil at lealt he fhail have heard the
obfervations of the peeple at large. [ alfo tcar more
from inaccuracies in 4 co Qlizution, than from grofs er-
rors in any other conpafirion ; becaufe our deareit in-
Screfls are 1o Le reguiated by it ; and power, it loofely
f;iven,efpccially witere it wi'l be interpreied with great
atitude, miay bring forrow in its execution. Had [
figned with theie ideas, [ thou!d have virwally thut my
ears ag.inft the informaition which 1 ardently defired.

. Iwas afriid, that if the conftitution was to be
fubmicted to the people, to be wholly adopted or wholly
reje@ed by them, they would no. oulv rej:& it, but bid
a lafting farwel to the union. This tormiduble evene I
withed to avert, by keeping myfelf free to propofe
amendmen s, and thus, if poflible, t» remove ‘he obita-
cles to a1 eff:Aual government. Buiir will be -fked,
whe:her all th.fe arguments were mot well weighed in
convention. They were, Sir, with great candor. iy,
when T called'te mind the refpe&ability of thofe, with
whom I was aflociited, I atmolt Inft confidence in thele
principles., On other occafions, I fhould cheariu!ly have
yiclded to a majority ; on this, the fate of thoatands,
yet unborn, enjoined me not te yicld until I was coa-
vinced. :

Again. may I be afked, why the miode pointed ont in
th: conftitution for its amendment, may not be a iufficie
eat fecurity againft its imperfeQions, w thout nox arrelt-
ing it inits progreis ? My anfw:rs are, 1. That it is
better to amend, while we have the conftitdtton in our
power, while the paffions of defigning men are not yet

enlified, and while a bare majority of the lates may
- amend
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amend, than to wait for the uncertain aflent of threg
fourths of the flates. 2. Thata bad iecatvre in go-
vernment, becomes more aud more fixed every day,

‘Uhat frequent changes { a conditution, even if
praficable, ought not to be wifhed,but avoided as much
as podible. And 4 Thacin the prefent cafe, it may
be quelionable, whether, after the particular advan-
tages of its operation fiall be difcerned, three fourths of
the ftates can be induced to amend.

I confefs, that it is no ealy tak, to devife a fcheme
which fhall be {vitable to the views of all. Many ex-
pedients have occured to me, but none of them appear
1:6s exceptionable than this ; that it our econvention
fhould chufs to amend, another federal conventic.n be
recommended : that in that federal convention the a-
mendmeats propofcd by this or any other RRate be difcufs-
ed; and it incorporated in the conftitution or reje@ed,
or if a proper number of the other ftates fhould be un-
willing to accede to a fecond coznivention, the conftitu-
tion be again laid before the fame ftate conventions,
which fhall again aflemble on the fummons of the exe-
cutives, and it fhall be cither wholly adopted, or wholly
reje@led, without a further pcwer of amendment. [
count fuch a deliy as nothing, in comparilon with fo
grand an objc@ ; efpecially oo as the privilege of
amending mult tornsinate after the ufe of it once.

" 1fhou'd now conclude this letter, which is already too
Jong, were it nct 'ncumbent on me, from having con.
tended for anmendments, to fet forth the particulars,
which I corceive to require corre@ion, I undertake
this with relL&lance : becau:e it is remote from my inten-
tior.s to catch the prejudices or prepofleflions of any
man. But as 1 mean only to manifef that I have not
been aGuated by caprice, and now to explain every ob-
je&ion at tull length would be an immenfe labour, I
fhall contenr mytelf with enumcrating certain heads,in
which the conilitution is moft repugnant to my withes.

The two firft points are the equalify of f{uffrage in
the fenate, and the fubmiffion of commerce to a mere
majority in the legiflature, with no other check than the
rcvifion of the prefident. I conje@ure that neith:~ of
thete things can be corre@:d ; and particularly the

| former
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former, without which we muft have rifen perbaps in
diforder.

But [ am fanguine in hoping that in every other juft-
ly obnoxious caufe, Virgini. will be feconded by a
majority of the Rates. 1 hope that (he will be feconded,
1. In cauling all ambiguities of cxpretlion to be pre-
cifely explisined. 2. In rendering the prefident incligi-
ble aftera given number of years. 3. [n taking from
him the power of nominating to (he judiciary officers,
or of filiing up vacancies which there may happen dur-
ing the recels of the femate, by granting commiflions
which thall ezpire at the end of t.cir next feflions, 4.
In taking from him the power of pardoning tor trcafon
at lealt before convittion. . In drawing a line be-
tween the powers ot Congrefs and individual ttates ;
and in defining the tormer, {o as to leave no clathing
of juritdi@ions nor dangerous di'putes; and to preven:
the one .from being (wallowed up by the ather, under
cover of general words, 4n€ implication. 6. Inabridg-
ing the power of the fenale to make treaties fupreme
laws of the land. 8. In incapacitating the Congrefs to
determine their own falarics. And g. In limiting and
defining the judicial power,

The prope: remedy muft be configned to the wifdom
of the convention ; and the final {tcp which Virginia
fball purfue, if her overtures fhall be difcarded, muft
alfo reft with them.

You will excufe me, Sir, for ha.ing been thus tedi-
ous. My feelings and duty demanded chis cxpofition;
for through no other channel could [ refcue my om.fion
to fign. .from mifreprefentation, and no more effectuat
way caopld I exh:bit to the general affenbly an unre-
ferved hiftary of my condud.

I have the honor, Sir, to be with great refpe&t, your

EDMUND RANDOLPH.

L 4



[ 4 )}
¢ ENTINIEKL
To the Prerrx of PENNSYLV ANIA.
NUMBER L

F-iends, Countrymen, and fellow-citizens,

ER M I T one of yourfelves to put you in mind
ot certain liderties and privileges fecured to you by
tne conititution ot this commonwealth, and beg your
ferinas atteation to his unintereed opimion npon the
plan of teder. ! government fubmitted to your confidera.
tion, b fore you turrender thefe great and va'uable pri-
vile ;cs up for ever. . Your prefent frame of government
fecures to yan a rTgﬁt to hold yourfefves, houfes, pa-
p:rs, and pefllficus free from fearch and feizure, and
therxicre v rrants granted without oaths or afrmati.
ons firlt made, affording fuflicient foundation for them,
whereby any officer or meflenifer may be commanded or*
required to fearch your houfes, or feize your perfons or
property, not particularly defcribed in fuch warrant, -
fhall not be granted. Your conflitution further provides,
*¢ in controverfies refpeding property, a:d in fuits be-
tween man and man, the pacties have a righe 77 ¢rial b
787y, which onglt 1o be beld facred.” It alfo provides and
declares, zbar tie pesple bave a right of rreepon o
SPRRCH andof WR1T.NG and PUBLISHING their fenti-
ments, therefore the FREEDOM OF THE PRESS
OUGHT NOT TO BE RESTRAINED.” The con-
flitution of Pennfylvaniais yef in exiflence, as y2¢ you
have the right of freedom of _ freech and “of publifbing
your fentiments. How long thefe righes will apPertain’
to you, you yourfclves are called upon to fay, whether
your bozfes fhall continne to be your caffles; whether
r pepers, your perfons, and your propevfy, zre to be
eld facred and free from gene#dt awarrants, you 2ve now
to determine, whether the #ria/ by jury is to coatinue as
your birth-right, the freemen of Penafylvania, nay, of
all America, are naw called upon to declare.
Wiibout prefuming upon my own judgment, I can-
aot think it an unwarrantable prefumption to offer wy
private
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private opinitn'. and coll upon others for theirs ; and if
I ufe my p- - -." the holdnels of afreeman, it is becaufe
I know tha ot ot the prefs yet remuains unviolated
and juries y.. 7. uizec.

The late conventicn have fubmitted to your confider-
ation a plan of 2 new federii government. The fubje&
is highly interefting to your tuture welfare, Whether
it be calculated to promnte the great ends of civil focie-
ty, viz. the happinefs and profperity of the commuonie
8y ; it behoves you wel: to confider, uninfluenced by the
authority of names. faftcad of that frenzy of euthufiafin,
that has a@uated the citizens of Penn’ylvania, in their
approbation ui the propofed plan, before it was poffivle
that it could be the refult ot a rational inveftigadion in-
to its princi_lvs : it ought to be difpaflionately and des
liberately examined, and its own intrinfic merit, the only
criterion of your pat-onage. If ever fre¢ and unbifled
difcuflion was proper or neceflry, it is on fuch an occa-"
fion. All the bleilings of liberty and the deareit privie
leges of freegen, are now at ftake and dependent cn
your prefent condu&. Tholfe who are com; :tent to the
tatk of developing the principles of governmnnt, oughs
to be cnconrage«f to come forward, and thereby the
better enable the people to make a proper judgment ;
for the fcicnce of government is fo abitrute, thut few are
able to judge for themielves, without fuch affiltance the
peoplc are too apt to yield an implicit aff:at to the opi-
mions of thofe chara®ers, whofe abilitics are held in the
higheft efteem, and to thofe in whofe integrity and pa-
triotitm they can confide ; not confidering that the love
of domination is generally in proportion to talents, a-
bilities, and fuperior acquirements ; and that the men of
the greateft purity of intention may be made inftrumeats
of defpotifm inthe hands of the arttul and defigning. Itic
were not tor the ftability and attachment wkich time and
habic gives to forms ot government, it woi'J he in the.
power of the ¢n!igiaicned and afpiring few, ;S theyfhould
combine, at any ume to deitroy the belt ettablifhments,
aud cven make the people the inftrumsnts of their own
fubjugation,

The late revolution having effaced in a great meafure

all former babits, aud the prefent inflitutions are fo re-
cent,
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sent, that there exifts not that great relu@ance to inno-
vation, fo remarkable in old communities, which accords
with reafon, for the moft comprehenfive mind cannot
forfee the full operation of material changes on civil
polity ; it is the genius of the common law to rcfift
innovation,

The wealthy and ambitious, who in every commaunity
think they have a right t1 lord it over their fellow crea-
sures, bave availed themfelves, very fuccefifully, of this
Javourable difpofition ; for the people thus unfetti-d in their
Jentiments, bave been prepared 1o accede to any extreme of
government ; all the diftrefles and difi:ulties they experi-
ence, preceeding from various caufes, have been afcribed
20 the impotency of the prefent confederatisn, and thence
they bave been led to expe® full reiief from the adoptios
of the propefecd [yftem of government ; and in the other
event, immediate ruin an annihilation as a nation. Thefe
charalless flatter themfelves that they have inlled all dif-
truft and jealoufy of thair new planm, by gaining the concur-
rence of th: twe men in whomAmerica bas the bigheft confi-
demce, and now triumphantly exult in the completion of
their long meditated fehemes of power and aggrandife-
ment. I awsuld be very far from infinuating, th at the twe
illuflrions perfonages alluded 1o, have not the welfare of
tbeir country at beart ; but that the unfufpelling goodnefs
and zeal of the one bas beem impofed om im a fubje@ of
awbhich be muft be neceffarily inexperienced. from bhis other
arducas engagements ; and that the aveaknefs and inde-
cifion attendant on old age, bas been praclifed on in tie
otber.

I am fearful that the principles of gevernment inexl-
cated in Mr. Adams's treatife, and enforced in the nume-
rous effays and paragraphs in the menwfpapers, have mifl:d

Jome well defigning members of the late convention. But
it will appear in the fequel, that the confiruition of the
propofed plan of government is infinitely more extrava-
Leons.

1 bave been anxionfly expeling that fome enlightered
patriot wonld, ere this, bave taken wp thé pen to expofe
toe futility, and ceunteral? the baneful tendensy ¢of [fuch
principles.  Mr. Adams’s fine qua mon of & good govern-

ment is three balancing powers, awhofe repelling qualities
are
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dre to produce an equilibrium of interefls, and thereby pros
mote the bappinefs of the whole community. He aferts,
that the adminifirators of every government, will ever be
allvated by views of private intereft and ambition, to the
prejudice of the public good ; that thevefore the only effeciu-
al mechod te fecure the rights of the people and premote
their welfare, is to create am oppofition of interefis between -
the members &f two diftinet bodies, én the rxercife of the
powers of government, and balanced by thofe of a third.
This bypothefis [uppofes buman wwifdom competent to the
taft of inflituting three co-cqual orders im government,
and a correfponding weight in the community *- enable
them refpellively to exercife their feveral parts, and whcfe
views and interefis fhould be fo diflinl? as to prevent a
coalition of any twe of them for the defirnltion of the third.
Mr. Adams, although Le bas traced the conflitation of
every form of government that ever exifled, as far as bille.
ry affords materials, bas not beem able to adduce a fingle
inflance of fuch & government ; be indecd [ays, that the
Britifb conflitution is fuch in theory, but this is rather g
confirmation that bis principles ave chime -ical and nit to
be reduced to praltice. If fuch an organization of power
awere pralticable, how long wounld it eontinue ? not a dey,
Jor there is fo great a difparity in the talemts, wifdom, and
indu)iry of mankind, that the fcale wonld prifently prepon-
derate to one or the other body, and with every acceffion of
power the means of further incveafe wonld be greatly ex-
tended. The fate of [ocicty in England is much more fa-
vonrable to fuch a fcheme of govesnment than that of Ame-
rica. There they bave a powerful hereditary nolility, and
reas diflinllions of rank and interefis ; bat even there, for
awant of that perfel? equaltty of power and diflinction of
interefls, in the three orders of gevernment, they exift but
in name ; the only operative and effizient check, upon the
condnl? of adminifiration, is the [enfe of the pesple at
large.

guppofe a government ceuld be formed and fupport-
ed on fuch principles, wonld it anfwer the great pur.
pofes of civil focicty ? if the adminilirators of every go-
vernment are a@uated by views of private interefts and
ambition, how is the welfare and Rappinefs of the com

maunity to be the rcfult of fuch jarring adver(e inteceils
G Therefore,
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Therefore, as different orders in government will not
produce the good of the whole, we muft recur to other
principles. I believe it will be found that the form of
government, which holds thofe intrufted with power,
in the greateft refponfibility to their conftituents, the
belt calculated for freemen. A republican or free go-
vernment, can only exift where the body of the people
are virtuous, and where property is equally divided ; in
fuch a government the people are the fovercign, and
their fenfe or opinion is the criterion of every public
meafure ; for when this ceafes to be the cafe, the nature
of the government is changed, and an ariftocracy, mo-
aarchy, ordefpotifm will rife onits ruin. The high-
eft refponfibility is to be attained, in a fimple RRruétion of
government ; for the great body of the people never
fteadily attend to the opcrations of government, and for
want of due information are liable to be impofed on.—
If you complicate the plan by various orders, the people
will be perplexed and divided in their fentiments about
the fource of abufes or mifcondu@ : fome will impute
it to the fenate, others to the houfe of reprefentatives,
and fo on, that the interpofition of the people may be
rendered imperfe@ or perhaps wholly abortive. But if,
imitating the conflitution of Pennfylvania, you veft all
the Jegiflative power in one body of men (jeparating the
executive and judicial) ele@ed fora fhort peried, and ne-
ceflarily excluded by rotation from permanency, and
guarded from precipitancy and furprife by delays im-
pofed on its proceedings, you will create the moft per-
fe& refpunfibility, for then, whenever the people feel a
grievance, they cannot miftake the authoss, and will ap-
ply the remed, with certainty and efle@®, difcarding
them at the next cle@ion. This tie of responfibility w' .
ebviate all the dangers apprehended from a fingle |- sif-
Jature, and will the belt fecure the rights of the pi- le.

Having premifed thus much, I fhall now proc.ed to
the examination of the propofed plan of gcvernment;
and I truft fhall make it appear to the meaneft capacity,
that it has none of the eflen:ial requifites of a free go-
vernment ; that it is neither founded on thofe ballancing
refraining powers, recommended by Mr. Adams and

attempted in the Britifh conftitution, or poffefled of
that
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that refponfibility to o5 conftiruents, which in my opi-
nion, is the cily edcfinal recariry fur the liberties and
-happineis of the people; Lat on the centrary, that itis
a ot dartg gtiangs 1o cRablif & defpotic ariltocra-
¢y «wnoniy S n, it the world has ever witacicd.

i provienldy contider the extent of the powers
intendea o be veted in Cengrefs, before T examine the
coutr ttron of the peneral governanent.

Lol o e nomicoveiied Jiat the legiflative s the
hisact dilicaied power in government, and that ail

(3

..
“)
B

ot vy ore vnahordimate to . The celebrated Montef-
Guiou cilant i it oo a masim, that legifiation nacefl-
fardy ‘ot w, the pover of taxation. By fcétion 8, of
the Arie orois of the propofed plan of government,
“Udic Comgects are to have power to lay and colleft
tuxss, dutics, impofts, and exciles, to pay the debts and
provide for the common defence and gemeral wesfare ot
the Ua:ted States; but all duties, impofts, and cxcifed,
ihail be unitorn throughout the United States.” Ivow
what can be more comprehenfive than thefe wozds ; not
content by other {efions of this plan, to grant all the
great executive powers of a confederation, and a flanding
army in time of peace, that grand ensine of oppreflion,
and morcover the abfolute controui over the commerce
of the Uaited States,and all euternal objeds of revenue,
fuch as unlimited impofts :pon imports, &c. they are to
be veRed with every fp-cies of internal taxation : what-
ever taxes, duties, and excifes that they may deem re.
quifite for the general welfare. may be impofed on the
citizens of theic fates, levied by wbe officert of Con-
grefs, diftcibuted through every diftri@t in America, and
the colle&tion would be enforced by the flanding army,
however gricvous or improper theymay be. The Cou-
grels may conilrue every purpofe for which the flatc le.
gillatures now lay taxes, to be for the gemeral avelare,
and thereby feize upon every obje& of revenue.

The judicial power, by 1t fc&ion of article gd, fhail
extend to all cafes, in law, and equity, arifing under
this conflitution, the laws of the United Srates, and
treatics made, or which fhall be made under their au-
thority, and to all cafes affeting amballadore, other
public minifters, and confuls ; 1o all cafcs of admiraliy

and
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and maritime jurifdi®ios, to controverfies to which
the United States fhall be a party, to controverfies be-
tween two or more {tates, between a ftate, and citizens
of another Ratg, between citizens of different fRates,
between citizens of the fame Rate claiming lands under
grants of different Rates, and between a ftate, or the
citizens thereof, and foreign Rates, citizens or fub.
jedts.

The judicial power to be veRed in one fupreme court,
and in fuch inferior courts as the Cengrefs may from
time to time ordain and eftablifh.

The obje@: of jurifditien recited above, are fo nu-
merous, and the fhades of diltin&ion between civil caufes
are oftentimes fo flight, that it is more thaa probable
that theftate judicatories would be wholly fuperceded ;
for in contelts about jurifdi@tion, the federal court, as
the moft powerfu!, would ever prevail. Every perfon
acquainted with the hiltory of the courtsin England,
knows by what ingenious fophifms they have, at differ-
ent periods, extended the fphere of their jurifdiQion
over obje@s out of the line of their inftitution, and con-
trary te their very nature, courts of a criminal jurif-
di&ion obtaining cogaizance in civil caufes. '

Te put the omnipotency of Congrefs over the Rate
government and judicatories out of all doubt, the 6th
article ordains, that *¢ this conftitution and the laws of
the United States, which fhall be made in purfuance
thereof, and all treaties made or which fhall be made
under the authority of the United States, fhall be the
fupreme law of the land, and the judges in every ftate
fball be bound thereby, any thing in the conftitution
or laws of any Rate to the contrary notwithitand.
mng.” ,

%y thele feQtions, the all-prevailing power of taxati-
on, and fach extenfive legiflative and judicial powers
are vefted ia the general government, as muft in therr
operation, neceflirily abforb the flate legiflatures and
judicatories ; and that fuch was in the contemplation
of the framers of it, will appear from the provifion
made for fuch event, in another part of it, but that
fearful of alarming the people by {o great an innova-
vion, they have fuffered the forms of the feparate go-

vernments
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yernments to rem:in, as a blind. By fe&ion 4thof the
11t art. « the times, places, and manner ot holding elec-
tions for fenators and reprefentatives, fhail be prefcrib-
ed in each ftate by the legiflature thereof ; bus the Con-
greft may at any time, by law, make or alter fuch regy-
lations, except as to the place of chosfing fenators.”’—
The plain conftru@ion of which is, that when the ftate
legiflatures drop out of fight, from the necefliry cpera-
tion of this governments the Congrefs arc to previde for
the ele€lion and appointment of reprefentatives and fen-
ators.

It the foregoing be a juft comment—if the United
States are to be melted down into one empire, it be-
comes you to confider whether fuch a governmant,
however conftru&ed, would be cligible in fo extended
a territory ; and whether it would be pr.u&icable, con-
fikent with freedom? Itis the opinion of the greateft
writers, that a very extenfive country cannot be govera.
ed on democratical principles, on any other plan, than
a confederation of a number of {mall republics, poflefs-
ing all the powers of internal government, but ugited
in the management of their forcign and gencral con-
cerns. .

[t would not be difficult to prove, that any thing
fhort of defpotifm, could not bind fo great a country
under one goverament ; and that whatever plan you
might, at the firlt fetting out, eftablith, it wous!d iffuc in
a defpotifm.

If one general government could be inflituted, and
maintained on principles of freedom, it would not be fo
competent to attend to the various Jocal concerns and
wants of every particular diftri@ ; as well as the pecu-
liar governments, who are ncar the fcene, and poffefled
of fuperior means of information : befides, if the bufi-
nefs of the whe/e union is to be managed by vne govern-
ment, there would not betimes Do we not already fee,
that the inhabitants in a2 number of larger ftatss, who
are remote from the feat of government, are loudly
complaining of the inconveniencics and difadvantages
they are fubje@ed to, on this account, and that, to en-
joy the comforts of local goverameny, they are feparat-
ing into fmaller divifions.

Having taken a review of the powers, I (hull now ex.
amine
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amine the conftraion of the propofed general govera.

ment, .

Art. 1, fe@. 1. « All legiflative powers herein grant-
ed, fhall be velted in a Congrefs ot the United States,
which fhall confilt ot a fenate and houfe of reprefenta-
tives.” Byan other fe&ion, the prefident (the principal
exccutive officer) has a conditional controul over theis
proceedings.

Se@. 2. ¢ The houfe of reprefentatives fhall be com-
pofed of members chofen every fecond year, by the
pecple of the feveral Rlates. The number of reprefea-
w:ives fhall not exceed one for every 30,000 inbhabi-
tans.

The fenate, the other conftituent branch of the legif-
lature, is tormed by the legiflature of each tiate, appoint-
ing two fenators, for the term of fix years,

The exccutive power, by Art. 2, fe&. 1, is to be veft-
ed in a prefident of the United States of America, cle@-
ed for four years : fe&ion s, gives him * power, by
and with the confent of the fenate, to make treaties,
provided two thirds of the fenators prefent concur; and
he fhall nominate, and by and with the advice and con-
fent of the fenate, fhall appoint ambafladors, other pub-
lic minifters and confuls, judges of the fupreme court,
and all other officers of the United States, whofe ap-
pointments are not herein otherwife provided for, and
which fhall be eftablifhed by law, &c. And by another
fe&ion he has the abfolute power of granting reprieves
and pardons for treafon, and all other high crimes and
mifdemeanors, except in cafes of impeacbment.

The foregoing is the outlines of the plan.

Thus we fee the houfe of reprefentatives are, on the
part of the people, to balance the fenate, who I fuppofe
will be compofed of the detter fort, the well borm, &c.
The namber of the reprefentatives (being oanly one for
every 30,000) appears to be too few, cither to commau-
nicate the requifite information, of the waats, local cir-
.cumftances and fentiments of fo extenfive an empire, oc
to prevent corruption and undue influence in the exer-
cife of fuch great powers ; the term for which they are
to be chofen, too long to preferve a dee dependence
and accountability to their conRituents ; and the mode

and places of their ele@ion not fuflicicatly lfccttai;led ;
or
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for as Congrefs have the controul over both, they may
govern the choice, by ordering the reprefentatives ot a
wbole Rate to be cleted im one place, and that too may
be the moft inconvenient,

The fenate, the great efficient body in this plan of go-
vernment, is conftituted on the moft unequal principles,
The {malick fate in the union has equal weight with
the great Rates of Virginia, Maflachuictts, or Pennfyl-
vania. The fenate, befides its legiflative fun&ions,has a
very confiderable fhare in the executive ; none of the
principal appointments to office can be made without
its advice and confent. The term and mod: of its ap-
pointment, will lead to permanency ; the members are
chofen for fix years, the mode is under the coatronl of
Congrefs, and as there is ne exclufion by rotation, they
may be coatinued for life, which from their exteafive
means of influence, would tollow of courfe. The prefi-
dent, who would be 2 mere pagcant of flate, unlefs he
coincides with the views of the fenate, would either bhe-
come the head of the ariftocratic junto in tnat bedy, or
its minion ; befides, their influence being the molt pre-
gominmt. could the beft fecure his re-ele&icn to of-

ce.

And from his power of granting pardons, he might
fkreea from punifbment ihe molt trcatonable attempts
on the liberues of the people, when initigated by the
fenate.

From this inveltigation into the organization of this
government, it appears, that it is devoid of all refponfi-
bility or accountability to the great body of the people,
and that fo far from being a regular balanced govern-
ment, it would be, in pra&lice, a permancut axisto-
CRACY.

The [ramersof it, altuated oy the true [pirit of fuch a
goversment, which ever abominates and jupprefes all free
enguiry, and difcuficn, bave made no provifion for the li-
berty of the prefs, tbar grand palladium of freedom,
and fcourge of tyrants ; but obferved a total filence on
that bead. It is 8he opinion of f[om: great writers, that
if the liberty of the prefs, by am inflitutin of religion, or
otberwife, conld be remdered Lacred even in Turkey, that
defpotifim wonld fy before it.  Ard it is awrrthy of remartk,
sbat there is mo declaration of perfonal rights, premifed in

”mo,



£ & 1]

txof freé conflitations ; and that thetrial by jury in cisil
cafer is taken away ; for what ether confiralion can bé
put on the following, viz, Art.y. [e®. 3, * In all cafes
affelling ambajfadors,other public minifiers and confuls,and
thofe in which a fate fhall be a purty, the fupreme court
* fball lave original jurijdiction, Im all the other cafes
abowe mentioned, the fupreme court fhall bave appellate
Jurifdiition, both as to law and fa& !” It wenl{ be a ne-
velty in jurifprudence, as well as evidently improper to al.
low an appeal from the verdii? of a jury, on the matter of
- Jalt ; therefore it implies and allows of a difmifien of
the jury in civil cafes, and cfpecially whes it is confider-
ed, that jury trial im criminal cafes is expreffy flipulated
Jor, but net in civil cafes. '
But onr fiteation is reprefented to be [ critically dread-
Jul, that, bowever reprebenfible and exceptionable the pro-.
pofed plan of govermment may be, there is mo alternative
between the adoption of it and abfelute ruini My fellow
citizens, things are mot at that crifis, it is the argument
of tyrants ; the prefent difiraited flate of Ewrope fecures
84 [ross infury en that guarter,and as to domeflic diffen-
tions, we have mot fo mich lo fear from them, as to preci-
pitate us into this form of government, withont it is a [afe
and a preper one. For remember, of all poflible evils,
t%ct of defpotifm is the worlk and the moft to be dread:
ed.
Befides, it cannot be fuppofed, that the firf cffay on [o
dificult a fubje®, is fo well digefied as it cught 1o be ;
if the propofed plam, after a mature deliberation, fhonld
meet the approsation of the 1efpe@live flates, the matter will
end ; but if it fhould be found to be franght wii’ dangers
and incomvensences, a future genmeral Convention being is
poffefion of the objeétions, will be the better enabled 1o plan
a fuitable goversment. o
« WHOs HERE SO BASE THAT WOULD A
BONDMAN BE ?

« IF ANY, SPEAK; FOR HIM HAVE 1 OF-
FENDED.

« WHO's HERE SO VILE, THAT WILL NOT
LOVE HIS COUNTRY?

« JF ANY, SPEAK ; FOR HIM HAVE I OF-

FENDED.~ |
o CENTINEL.

-
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C ENTTINEL

®othe Paersz of PENNSYLV ANIA.
N U'M B E R IL
@ iends, Cg..‘r’m, and fel[o.f.'u'ml.

ﬁ S long as the liberty of the prefs continues unvio-
X late, and th: people have the right of xniefling
and pablithing their fentimeats uponevery pubiie me »
fure, itis nexe to impoflible toentl=ve a free ratign_ The
flate of fociety mult be very corrupt and bate indced,
whea the psople, in poflciion cf fuch a2 monitor as the
prefs, can be induced to exchange the heaven-born blef-
fings of liberty, for the galling chains of defporitm.
Men of an afpiring and tyrancical diipofition, (Lafible
of this truth, have ever been inimical to the prets, and
h.ve confidered the thackling of it, as tke firlk fep to-
wards the accomplifhment of their hateful demiaation,
and the entire fupprcfion of all liberty of public «if-
cuffion, as ncceflary to its fupport. For even a fland-
ing army, that grand enginc of oppreflion, if it were as
numerous as the abilities of any nation could muintain,
would not be equal to the purpoics of defpotifn over
an enlightened people. |

The aboliiion of that grand palladiom of fieedom,
the liberty of the prefs, in the propofed ploa of govern.
ment, and the condul of its authors, and patrens, is a
Rriking czemplification of thetz obfzrvations. The rea-
fon afigned for th= omiffion of 3 bill of rizits, fecur.ag
the liberty of the preft, and etier iwvaluahie perfonal
eights, is an infult on the underilanding of the pecyle.

The injunlion cf jecrecy imbajed om the members of the
late Convention during their detiberation, was -bvicufly
di@ated by the gemius . fariflecracy ; .t was deemed im-
politic to anfold :be principles of the iatended givernment
to the people, as 1iis would rave frufirated the chielt in
view,

Tée projellors of the nenw plan, fuppofed that aw ex par-
2e difcuffion of the fuljelt, was more likely to citain mnanis
Wity in the Convention ; which ;;'uu give it fuck a fan2ion

L]
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in the public spinion, as te banifb all diffruff, and lead the

pootle Into an implicit adeption of it withsut examination.

The greatefl minds are forcibly imprejfed by the immedi-
ate circumfances with which they are connelted ; the par-
ticalar fpiere men mive in, the prevailing fentiments of
thefe they converle with, fave an infenfible and irrefifiible
influsnce en the avifeft ard beft of mankind, fo that ewhen
we confider the abilities, taients, ingeriusty, and confum-
mate addrefs of @ num’er of the members of the late con-.
vention, whefe principles are defpotic, cam we be furprifed
that men of the bell intentians have teen mifled in the dif-
ficult [cience of poverrment 7 [t is deregating from the
charalter of t# £ tituttrions and highly revered VASH-
ING VON, to fuppefe lim faliible on a [fubjsét that mufd
bein apreat meafure novel to him ? As a patriotic hero,
be fiands uncqualled an tle anmals cf time.

Tre new plar avas accordimgly ufhered to the publir
awith fuck a [plendsr of names, as inftired the meft un-
limiied confidence ; the people avere dijpofed to receive
upon trufl, witfeut any examination cn their part, what
awoeuld have proved eiiber a bi-fing or a curfle to them
and their poflerity, 1What aflonilbing infatuation ! to
Slake treir bappincfs om thecvilionz and integrity of any fet
of men! In matters of inpr tel: fmaller concern, the
dy7at-s ¢f prudsuce are not dryregarded ! The cele-
brited BLlontetquieu, sm Fis Spirit of Laws, fays, that
“ Juvery is ever preceded by jleep”  And  again, in
Fis accoun: :; the rife amd fall of the Roman empire,
P47 97 ¢ Trhat it ma; be advanced as a general rule,
the: im a free flate, whenever a perfelt claim is vifi-
ble, the [birit of likeriy no lunger Suabliffs®  And Mr.
Dickenon, i bis Farmer's Lotters, No. X1, lays it down
as a maxim, that ** A perpetual joalouiy refpecting liberty
is abfa! ctely requifite in all free flases.””

““ Happy are the men, and iappy the pecple, who gromw
 avife by the misfortunes of ctiers, FEarneflly, my dear
“ countrymen, do Ib:/éecl: the author of all geod gifts,
““ thatyou may grew wife in thi; manner, and I Lzg leave
“ to recommend to you in general, as “the beft method of
“ eitaining this avifdom, dlhgeﬂa‘lj to flady, the hiftories
““ of other countrizs, You will there find all the arts that

* eav poffibly be praiifed by camning ralers or faljipa‘lrt-
ots
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“ ots among yourfelves, [c fully dzlineaied, that churging
“ names, the account wounld ferve for yoar own times."

A fzw ciuzens in Philadelphia (too few, for the ho-
nor of humaa naturc) who had the wifdom to think
eonfideration ought 1o precede approbuisin, and the for-
titude to avow that they would take time to judge for
themfelves on fo momentous ar oceafion, were fligma.
tized as enemies to their country ; az monfters, whofe
exiffence ought not to be fuffercd, and the deftruion
of thein and their houfes recommerded as msritorious.
The authors of the new plan, confcious that it would
not ltand the sch of enlightened partriotitm, tyrannical-
ly endeavoured to preclude all invefigation. If their
views werc laudable—if they were honeit—the centrary
would have been their condu&, they would have in-
yited the freeft difcuflion. Whatever fpecious reafons
may be affigned for fecrecy during the framing of the
plan, no goud one can exift, for leading the people
blindtold into the implicit adoption of it. Such amat-
tempt does not asgur the public good. It carrics on
the face of it an intention to juggle the people out of
their liberties.

The virtuous and fpirited esertions of a few patriots,
have, at length, roufed the people trom sheir fatal infa-
toation, to a due fenfe of the importance of the mea-
fure before them. The glare 2nd fafcination of names
is rapidly abating, and the fubj& begius to be canvafled
on its own merits ; and fo ferioas and general has been
the impreflion of the objeRions wrged againlt the now
plan, on the minds of the peopls, that its advocates,
finding mere declamation and feurrility will no loager
avail, are relu@antly driven to defend it on the ground
of argument. Mr. #ilfon, one of the deputies of this
ftate in the late convention, has foand it neccfury to
come forward. From fo able a lawyer, and fo profoun
a politician, what might not be expected, if this ncw a&
of convention he the heavenly difpenfatica which fom:
‘reprefeat it. Its divittity would certainly be tiluilrated
'by one of the priccipal iufiruments of the Revelation ;
“far this gentleman Las that tranfcendent merit ! But it
- on the other hand, this able advocate has failed to vin-

dicate it from the objc&ions of its adverfarics, mult we
not



{ 6 1]

oot confider it as the produ&ion of frai! and intercfled
men.

My Wilfin has recourle to the moft flimfey fophiftry
in his attcmpt 1o refute the charge that the new plan of
general goveinment will tupercede and render powerlefs
the ftate governments.  [is quibble upon the term cor-
Foratien, as lom:times equivalent L0 communities which
poficis fovereignty, is unworthy of him, The iime
comparifon in the cifc of the Britifh parliament affum-
ing to tax the colonies, is made in the Xth o1 the Far-
mer’s Letiers, and was not mifunderituod in 1768 by
any. He tays, that the exittence of the propofed tederal
pran depends on the exiftence of the (tate governments,
a; the fen.tors are to be appoiuted by the feveral legifla-
tu.cs, wio are alfo to nomrnate the ele@ors who choofe
the prefideat of the U, ited States; and that bhence all
fears of the feveral (tates being melted down into ome
empire, are groundlels and imaginary. But who is fo
dulf as not to comprehe..d, that the femblance and forms
of an ancient eflablifhment, may rem..in, atier wtne reality
is gone. Auguflus, by the aid of a great army, aflumed
deipotic power, and notwithttanding this, we find even
unuer Tiberius, Caliguta, and Nero, princes who dif-
grac.d human nature by .heir excefles, the fhadows of
th: ancieut corititution held up to amufe the pecpre.
The tenate fat us formerly ; contuls, tribunes, 45 the peo-
ple. centors and other othcers, were atuaally chofen as
betore, and the forms ot reptuiican government con-
ticucd, Vetallthis was in appearan:e oniy. Every
Jexratus confultum was diGated by him or his minifers,
and :veiy Reman tound himfeit conftrained to fubmit in
all things to the deipet.

Mr. Wilfon afks, What comtroul ca:: groceed from the
federal government to thackle ar deltraa that facred pal-
dadiuw ol national freedom. the bherty of the prefs 77
Wht ? cannot Congrets, when poficfied of the immenfe
auchoriiy, propoied to be develved, reitrain the printers,
and put them™ under regulation. R:colle& that the
omnipotence of the federal legiflature over the. fiate efta-
blithwents is reccgnized by a fpecial article, viz. *¢ that
this conllitution and the Baw's of the United States which
fhall be made in purfuance thereof, and all treatics made,,

o
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or which fuall bemade, under the authority of the United
States, fhall be the fupreme /aw of the land ; and the
judges in every Rate ihail be bound thereby, an, thing
in the conflitutions or laws of any flate to the conirary
notwithRanding.” After fach a declaration, what fecu-
rity does the conflitations of the feveral Rates afford for
the liberty of the prefs, and other invaluabie perfonal rights,
not provided tor by the sew plan? Does net this fweep-
ingclautefubject ¢very thing tothe coutronl of Congrefu ?

In the plar, of contederation of 1778, now exifting, it
was though.c proper by article the 2d, to declare, that
o each R 4te retains its fovereignty, freedom and inde-

nder,ce, and every power, jurifdi@ion and right, which
15 n¢ by this confederation expref:ly delegated to the
Uiced States in Congrefs afembled.” Pyftive grant
was not ¢/en thought fufciently deferiptive and reftrain.
ing upon Congrets, and the ormiflion of fuch a declara.
tion sow, whea fuch great devolutions of power are
. propofed, maaifefts the defign of redacing the feveral
Rates to thadows. But Mr. #i/fon tells you that every
right and power not fpecially granted to Congrels is
confidered as withhcld. How does this appear ? Is this
principle ettablithed by the preper autherity ? Has the
convention made fuch a fipulation ? By no means.
Quite the revcrfe ; the laws of Congrefs are tobe ¢ the
Jupreme law of the laad, any thing in the conflitations
or laws of any @late to the contrary notwith@tanding,”
and confequently, would be paramsnns to all flate au-
thoritics. The luft ot power is fo univerial, that a fpe-
culative unafcertained rule of couftruftion would be a
peor fecurity for ine libertics of the people.

Snch 2 body as tkeiniended Congrefs, unlefs parti-
cularly inhibited and reftrained,” muft grafp at omnipo-
tence, and before long twallow up the legiflative, the
executive, and the judicial powers of the feveral Rtates.

In addition 0 the refpe®able authorities quoted in
mv firlt number, to thew that the right of saxarsion in-
cludes all the powers cf government, [ beg leave to ad.
duce the Farmer’« Letters, fee particalarly letter gth, in
which Mr. Dickenfon has clearly proved, that it the
Britith parliam:nt afumed the power of taxing ‘the co-
Jonics, inteenally, as well as externally, and it thould be

fubmiited
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fubmitted to, the feveral colony legiflatures would foon
‘become contemptible, and before long fall into difufe.
Nothing, fays he, would be left for them to do, higher
than to frame bye-laws for empounding of cattle, or the
yoking of hogs. , -

By the propofed plan, there are divers cafes of judi-
cial authority to be given to the ceurts of the United
States, befides the two mentioned by Mr. #ilfon. In
maritime caufes about property, jury trial has not been
ufual ; butia fuits in eguity, with all due deterence to
Mr. Wilfon’s profeflional abilities (which he calls to his
aid) jury trial, as to fa@s, is in full exercife. Will this ju-
rifperitus (ay, that if the queltion in equity fhould be, did
JeénDoemakea will that the chancellor oty Eongland would
decide upon it ? He well knows, that in this cafe, there
being no mode of jury trial before the chancellor, the
queftion would be referred to the court of king’s bench
for difcuflion according to the common law, and when
the jodge in equity fhould receive the verdi&, the fa& fo
eltablifhed, could never be re-examined or controverted. *
Maritime caufes, and thofe appertaining to a court of
equity, are, however, but fwo of the many and exten-
five fubje@s of federal cegnizance mentioned in the
plan. This jurifdi®ion will embrace all fuits arifing
under the laws of impoft, excife, and other revenue of
the United States. In England, if goods befeized, if a
fhip be profecuted for non-compliance with, or breach
of the laws of the cultoms, or thofe for regulating trade,
in the court of exchequer, the claimant is fecured of
the tranfcendant privilege of Englifhmen, tria/ by a jury
of bis peers. Whynot in the United States of America ?
“This juri{di&ion alle goes to all cafes under the laws of
the United States, that is to fay, under all flatutes and
“ordinances of Comngrefs. How far this may extend, it
is cafy 1o forefee ; tor upon the decay of the Rate pow-
ers of legiflation, in confequence of the lofs of the pur/fe
Aiings, it will be found neceflary for the federal legifla-
‘ture to make laws upon every fubje@ of legiflation.—
Hence the ftate courts of jullice, like the barony and
_hundred courts of England, will be eclipfed, and gra-
dually fgll into difufe. .

The jurifdiion of the feleral court goes, likewi{t'g. te
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the laws to be created by treaties made by the prefident
and fenate (2 fpecies of legiflation) with other nations ;
¢ to all cafes affeQing foreign minifters and confuls ; to
controverfics wherein the United Scates fhall be a party ;
to comtroverfies between citizens ot different ftates,” as
when an inhabitant of New-Yort has a demand on an
inhabitant of New- Ferfey. This lalt is a very invidious
jurifdi@ion, implying an improper diftruft of the impar-
tizliey and juftice of the tribunals of the Rates. It will
include all legal debates between foreigners in Britain
.or elifewhere, and the people of this country. A rea-
fon hath been affigned for it, viz, * That large trals of
land, in neighbouring flates, are claimed under royal or
other grants, difputed by the fates where the lands lic,
fo that juftice cannot be expected from the ftate tribu.
nals.” Suppofe it were proper indeed to provide for
fuch cafe, why include all cafes, and fer all time to
come ? Demands as to lands for 2t years would have
fatisfied this. A London merchant fhall come to Ame-
rica, and fue for his fuppofed debt, and the citizen of
this country fhall be deprived of jury trial, and fuhj:z&ed
to an appeal (though nothing but the /o7 i« dilputed)
to a ceurt 500 or 1000 miles from hom-z ; when it this
American has a claim upon an inkasitant of England,
his adverfary is fecured of the privilege of jury trial.
This jurifdi@ion goes alfo to controverfies between any
ftate and its citizens, which though probably notintend-
ed, may hereafter be fet up as a ground 1o diveft the
ftates, feverally, of the trial of criminals; inafmuch as
every charge of felony and mifdemeanour, is a contra-
verfy between a Rtate and the citizens of the fame : that
is to fay, the Rate is plaintiff, and the party accufed is
defendant in the profecution. In all debts about juril-
prudence, as was obferved before, the paramount courts
of Congrefs will decide, and thejudges of the (tate, be.
ing fub graviere leg:, under the paramount law, malt
acquielce.

Mr. Wilfor {ays, tuat it weuld have been impraficz-
ble to have made a general rule for jury trial in tie
civil cafes afligned to the federal judiciary, becaufe of
the want of uniformity in the mode of jury trial as

pradifed by the feveral ftates. This objedion proves
too
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too much, and therefore amounts to nothing. 1f it
preciudes the mode of common law in civil cafes. it
certainly does in criminal.  Yet in thefe we are tolY,
¢ the oppreflion of §ovcrnment is effe@ually barred, by
declaring, thatin all criminal cafes trial by jury fhall be
preferved.” ARonifhing, that provifior could not he
madé for a jury in civil controverfies, of 12 mcn,
whofe verdi@ thould be unanimous, fo be taken from tic
vicimage ; a precaution which is omitted as to trial of
crimes, which may bc any where in the fate within
which they have beer commitied. So that an inhabi-
tant of Kentucky may be tried for treafon at Richmond.

The abolition of jury trial in civil cafes, is the more
confiderable, as at length the courts ot Coagrels will
fuperfede the flate courts, when fuch mod= ef trial will
fall into difufe among the people of the United States.

Thenorthern nations of the European continent, have
all loft this imvaluable privilege : Sweden, the laft of
them, by the artifices of the ariffocratic fenate, which
deprefled the king, and reduced the houfe of commons
to infignificance. But the nation, a few years ago, pre-
ferring the abfolate authority of 2 monarch to the vexe-
tious domination of the well-born few, an end was fud-
denly put to their power '

“ The policy of this rigat of juries (fays judge Black-
ftone) to decide upon fad?, is founded on this : that if
the pewer of judging were entirely trufted with the ma-
giltrates, or any fele2 body of m:a named by the exe--
cutive authority, their decifions, in {pite of their own
natural integrity, would have a bias towards thofe of
their own rank and dignity; for it is not to be expeged,
that the few fhould be attentive ta the rights of the
many. This, therefore, preferves in the hands of the
people, that fhare which shey ought to have in the ad-
miniltratiem of jaltice, 2nd prevents the encroachments
of the more powerful and wealthy citizens.”

The attempt of governor Coldew, of New-Yerk, be-
fore the revolution, to re-examine the /afs, and to re-
confider the demages, in the cafe of For/ey againft Cun-
ningbem, produced, about the year 1764, a flame of pa-
trivtic and fuccefsful cppofition, that wili net be eafily
forgotten T

&
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To manage the various and extent're judicial autho-
tity, propofed to be veited in Congrefs, there will beone
or mo:: inferior courts immcdiately requilite in each
fate ; and laws and regulations mult be for:hwith pro-
vided to direet the judges ; here isa wide door for in-
convenience toenter. (ontra&s madc under the a&s of
the Rlates refpe@ively, will come before courts aQing
under new laws and new modcs of proceeding, not
thought of when they were enteredinto. An inhabi-
tant of Pepatylvania, refiding at Pittsburgh, fiads the
goods of his dcbter, who relides in Virginia, within the
reach of kis attachment ; but no writ can be had to
authorife the marthal, theriff, or other officer of Con-
grefs to feize the property about to be removed, nearer
than 200 miles: fuppole that at Carlifle, for inftance,
fuch a writ may be had, mean while the obje® efcapes.
Or it an inferior court, whofe judges have ample fala-
ries, be eitablifhed in every county, would not the ex-
pence be enormon: ? Every reader can extend in his
fusagination, the inftancesof diitculty which would pre-
cecd from this ncedlefs interfersnce with the judicial
rights of the feparate Rates, and wlich, as much as
any o'her circumitance in the new plin, implies that
the diffolution of their forms of government is de-
figned.

ng. W ilfon kips very lightly over the danger appre-
headed from the tanding army allowed by the new
p'an. Thi. grand machine of power and opprellion
may be made a fatal intrument to over:urn the public
liberties, elpeciail, as the funds to fupport the trocps
may be gmntcd for twe years, whercus in Britain, the
grants c.er fince the revolution in 1683, have becn
from year to year. A ftanding army with regunlar pro.
vilica of pay andcentingencies, would afford a ftrong
temptation 10 fome ambitieus man to fiep up in:o the
throne,and to {cice abiolute power. The keeping on
foot a hired military fcree in time ¢f peace, ought noc
to be gone into, unlefs tawo thirds of the members of the
{ederal legiflature agree to the necefli:y of the meafure,
and adjuftthe numbers employed. Surely Mr. #iljon
is not ferious when he adduces the indance of the troops
now Rationed on the Ohio as a proof of the propricty

I of
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of a flanding army, They are 2 mere occafional ar-
mament for the purpofe of reftraining divers hoflile
tribes of favages. It is contended, that under the pre-
fent confederation, Congrefs poffefs the power of raif-
ing armies at pleafure ; but the opportunity which the
ftates feverally have of withholding the fupplies necef-
fary to keep thefe armies on foot, 1s a fufficient check
on the prefent Congrefs. .

_ Mr. Wilfon aflerts, that never was charge made with
lefs reafon, than that which predi@s the inftivation of a
bancful ariffecracy in the federal fenate. [n my firft
number, I ftuted, that this body would be a2 very un-
equal reprefentation of the feveral Rates, that the mem-
bers being appointed for thelong term of fix years, and
there being no exclufion by rotation, they might be
continued %or life, which would follow of courfe frem
their extenfive means of influence, and that poflefing a
confiderable fhare in the execative as well as legiflative,
it would beceme a paramount ariflfocracy, and fwallow
up the other orders in the government.

That thefe fears are not imaginary, a knowledge of
the hiffory of other nations, where the powers of go-
vernment have been injudicioufly placed, will fully de-
monftrate. Mr. Wilfon fays, * the fenate branches into
tw> charalers ; the one legiflative and the other execu-
tive. Inits legiflative chara@er it can effe@ no purpofe
without the co-operation of the houfe of reprefentatives,
and in its executive charaQer it can accomplith no ob-
je& without the concurrence of the prefident. Thus
fettered, 1do notknow any a& which the fenate can of
itfelf perform, and fuch dependence ncceflarily precludes
every idea of influence and fuperiority.” This I con-
fels is very fpecious, but experience demenfirates, that
checks in government, unlefs accompanied with ade-
guate power, and independently placed, prove merely ne-
minel, and will be imepcrative, Is it probable, that the
prefident of the United States, limited as he is in power,
and dependent on the will of the fexate, in appointments
to office, will cither have the firmnefs or inclination to
exercife his prero'ative of a conditional controul upoa
she proceedings of that body, however isjurious they
may be to the public welfare : it will be interelt to

ceincide
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coincide with the views of the fenate, and thus become
the head of the ariftocratic junto. The king of England
is a conftituent part of the legiflature, Lut although an
hereditary monarch, in poflefion of the whole executive
wer, including the unreftrained appointment to of-
ces, and an immenfe revenue, cnjoys but in mame the
prerogative of a megative upon the parliament. Even
the king of England, circumftanced as he is, has not
dared to exercife it for near a ceatury palk, Thecheck
of the houle of reprefentatives upon the fenate will
likewife bereadered nugatery for want of due weightin
the democratic branch, and from their conftitution,,
they may become fo independent of the people as to be
indifferent of its intereits : may, as Congrefs would
have the controunl over the mode and place of their
ele@ion, by ordering the rcprefuntatives of a whale Rate
to be eleéted at one place, and that too the moft s72ce.:-
venient, the ruling power may gcvern the choice, and
thus the houfe of reprefentatives may be compofed of
the creaturestof the fenate. Still the femblance of checks,
may remain, but without eperasica.

This mixture of the legiflative and executive more-
over highly tends to corruption. The chief improve-
ment in government, in modern times, has beea the
complete feparation of the great diftin@ions of power;
placing the /egiflative in different hands from thofe
which hold the executive ; and again fevering the judi-
cial part from the ordinary edminifirative. ** When
the legiflative and cxecutive powers (fays Montefquieu).
are united in the fame perfon, or in the fame body of
magiftrates, there can be no liberty.”

Mr. Wilfon confefles himfelf not fatisfied with the or-

ization of the federal femate, and apologizes for it,
by alledging a fort of compromife. It is well known
that fome members of convention, apprized of the m¥
chiefs of fuch a compound of authority, propo‘ed to af-.
figa the fupreme executive powers to the prefident and.
a fmall council, made perfonally refponfible for every
appointment to office, or othcr aQ.by having their opin-
ions recorded ; and that without the concurrence of the
majority of the quorum of this council, the jrefident
fhould not be capable of taking any ficp. Such a check

xpon.
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upon the chief magiftrate would admirably fecure the
power of pardoning, now propofed to be exercifed by
the prefident alone, from abufe. For as it is placed,
he may fhelter the traitors whom he himfelf, or his co-
adjutors in the fenate, have excited to plot againft the
libzrtics of the nation,

The delegation of the power of taxation to Congrefs
as far as duties on imported commodities, has no: been
objeted to. But to extend this to excifes, and every
fpecies to internal taxation, would neceflarily require fo
many ordinances ot Congrels, affefting the body of the
peopic, as would perpetually interfere with the ftate
Jaws and perfonal concerns of the people. This alone
would dire@ly tend to annihilate the particular govern-
inents ; for the peopls, fatigued with the operations of
two mallers, would be apt to rid themielves of the weak-
cr. But weare cautioned againft being alarmed with
iniaginary evils, for Mr. Wilfen has predicted that the
great revenue of the United States, will be raifed by im-
poft. [s there any ground for this? Will the impolits
fupply the fums neceflury to pay the intereft and prin-
cipal of the fcreign loan, tc defray the great addiz‘onal
expence of the new con:titution ; for the policy of the
new government will lead it to inltitute numerous and
lucrative civil offices, to extend its influenee and pro-
vide for the iwarms of expedtants, the people having
in fa& no controul upon their disburfements, and to af-
ford pay and fupport the fuppofed ftanding army, that
darkng and long wifhed for obje@ of the avell born of A-
merica ; and which, it we may judge from the principles
of the intended government, will be no trifling eftab-
lithment, tor cantonments of troops in every diltri& of
America, will be neceflary to compel the fubmiffon of
the people to th= arbitrary diflates of the ruling pow-
ers ? [ fay will the impoft be adequate ? By no means.
To anfwer thefe tiiere mult be excifes and other indi-
re& duties impofed, and as land taxes will operate too
uncqual! 7 to be agreeable to the wealthy ariftrocracyin
the fenate who will be poflc{l.d of the government, po/l
taxes will be fubltituted as provided for in the new plan
for the do&:ine then will be, thar flaves eught to pay for
wearino their beads. A
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As the taxes neceflary for thefe purpofes, wiil drain
-our pockets of every penny, what is to become of that
virtuous and meritorious clafs of citizens the public
creditors. However well difpofed the people of the
United States may be to do them juftice, it would not
be in thcir power: and, after aaiting year aftsr year,
without prolpe& of the payment of the interelt or prin-
cipal ot the debr, they will be confirained to facrifice
their certificates in the purchafe of wafle lands in the
diftant wilds of the weftern territory,

Fromthe foregoing illutration of the powers to be de-
volved to Congrefs, 1t is evident that the general go-
vernment would neceflarily annihilate the par.icular
governments, and that the fecurity of the perfonal rights
of the people by the ltate conftituticns is fuperecded anil
deffroyed ; hence refules the neceflicy of fuch fecarity
being provided for by a bill ot rights to be inferied in
the new plan of federal government. What excufe can
be thea made for the omiflion of this grand palladium,
this barrier between liberty and opprefi.n.  For univer-
fal experience demonftrates the necddiity of the moft ex-
prefs declarations and reftriions, to protett the rights
and liberties of mankind, from the filent, powerful and
ever a&ive confpiracy of thole who govern.

The new plan, it is true, does propofe to fecure the
people of the benefit of perfonal liberty by the /a’eas
corpas 3 and trial by jory for all crimes, except in cafes
of impeachme but there is no declaration, that all
men have a natural and unalienable right to worfhip
almighty God, according to the di®ates of thcir own
confcience and underftanding ; and that no man ought,
or of right can be compelled to attend any religious
wortfhip, or ere& or fupport any place of worthip, or
maintain any minilter, contrary to, or agaicft his own
free will and confent; and that no anthority caa or
ought to be velted in, or aflumed by any power whatever
that fhall in any cafe interfere with, or in any manier
controul, the right of confcience in the free exercifc of
religious worthip ; that the trial by jury in civil caufes
as «riminal profecutions fhall be held facred ; that the
requiring of exceflive bail, impofing ¢t caceliive fincs
and cruel and wnuival panifhments be forbidden ; that

monopolics
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monopolies in trade or arts, other thas to anlaors of
books or inventors of ufeful arts, fer a reafonable
time, ought not to be fuffered; that the right of the
people to affemble peaceably for the purpefe of confult-
ing about public matters, and petitioning or remon-
ftrating to the federal legiflature ought not to be pre-
vented ; that the liberty of the prefs be bolden facred ; that
the pcople bave a right to hold themfelves, their hou-
fes.papers,and poileffions,frec from fearch or feized ; and
that theretore warrants, without oaths or affirmations
firt made, affording a fuficiens foundation for them,
and whereby any oficer or meflenger may be command-
¢d or required to fearch fufpe@ed places, or to feize
any perfon or his property, mot particularly defcribed,
are contrary to that righ: and ought not to be grant-
ed ; and that ftanding armies in time of peace arc dan.
gerous to liberty, and ought not to be permitted but
when abfolately neceflary ; all which is omitted to be
done in the propeofed government.

But Mr. Wilfen fays, the new plan does not arrogate
perfetion, for it provides 2 mode of alteration and cor-
reQion, if found neceffary. This is ene among the nu-
merous deceptions attempted on this occafion., True
there is 2 mode prefcribed for this purpofe. - But it is
barely poffible that amendments may be miade. The
falcination of power mutt firlt ceafe, the nature of man-
kind undergo a revolution, that is not to be expeded
on this fide of eternity. For to effe& this (Art. 9.) it is
provided, that if save thirds ot both houfes of thefederal
legiflature fhall propofe them ; or when two thirds of the
feveral ftates, by their legifiatures, fhall apply for-them
the federal affembly fhall cail a convention for propofiag
amendments, which when ratified by three-fourths of
the Rate legiflatures, or conventions, as Congrefs fhal
fee beft, fhall controul and alter the propofed confede
ration. Does hiftory abound with examples ofa volun-
tary relinquithment of power, however injurious to the
commuaity ? No; it would require a gemeral and fuc-
cefsful rifing of the people to effe& any thing of this
naturc.—This provifion therefore is more found.

The oppofition of the new plan ({ays Mr. #ifon) pro-

eceds fromg interced men, viz. the officers of the ftate
| governments.
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governments, He had before denied that the propofed
tranfer of powers to Congrefs would annihilate the
flatc governments. But he here lays afide the matque
and avows the faf. For, the truth of the charge againf
them muft entirely reft on fuch confequence of the aew
plan. For if the flate eftablifhments are to remain uan-
impaired, why fhould officers, peculiarly conneted with
thems, be interefled to oppofe the adoption of the new
plan. Except the colle@or of the impoft, judge of the
admiralty and the colle@or ot excife (uone of whom
have been reckoned of the oppofitior)they would other-
wife have aothing to apprehend. But the charge is un.
worthy, and may with propriety be retorted on the ex-
pe@ations of office and emolument under the intended
government,

The oppofition is ot Jo partial and interefted as Mr.
Wilfon aferts. It confifls of a refpeiable yeomanry
throughout the wnicm, of charaBlers far removed above the
reach of bis unfupperted affertions. It comprifes many
«wortdy members of the late convention, and a majority of
the prefent Congrefs, for @ motion made in that bonorable
bedy, for their approbation and recomwendation of the
sew plam, was, after two days animated difcuffion, pru-
dently withdrawn by its advocates, and a fimple tranf-

mifion * of the plan te the feveral flates could vnly be ob-
tained

® Upon the laft motion being made, thofe who bad fire-
suonfly and fuccefifully cppofed Congrefs giving any coun-
temance of approbdation er recommendation to this [yflem of
opprefion, [aid, « We bave mo ebjeilion to tran/mit the
new planm of government to the feveral flates, that they
may bave an opportunity eof judging fcr themfelves on fo
momentons a [ubje?.” Wherexpon it was smanimoufly
sgreed to in the filowing words, viz. * Congrefs bav-
ing received the report of the Convention lately affembled
in Philadelpbia, Refolved wnanimoufly, Thar the faid
repors, with the refclutions and letter accompanying the
fame, be tranfmitted to the feveral lsgilatures, in order
20 be fubmitted to a Convention of delegates, chofen in cach
Sate by the people thereof, in comformity te the refelves
of the Convention, made and previdcd in that cafe.”
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tained ; yot this bas been paimed spen the People as the
approbation of Congrefs ; and to firengthen the deception,
the bells of the city of Philadeipbia, were rung for a
whele day. - .

Are Mr. W———n, and many of bis coadjuters in the
late C ®, the difinterefled patriots they awould bave
us belicve ? Is their condull any recommendatisn of their
plan of gevernment ? View them the foremofi and loudeft
on the floor of Congrefs, in our affembly, at town meetings
in founding its enlogiums : view them preventing invefti-
gation and difcuffion, and in the moff defpotic manner ene
deavouring te compel its adoption by the people, with fuch
precipitancy as to preclude the pofibility of a due confia
deration, and then [ay, whether the motives of thefe men
can bec pure.

My fellow citizens; fuch jalfe deteffable patriots in every
nation, bave led their blind confiding country, fhenting
their applaufes, inte the jaws of defpotifm and ruin.—
May the wifdom and virtue df the people of America, fave
them from the ufual fate of mations. ,

. | CENTINEL.
C ENTTINEL
NUMZBER IIL

- Tothe Prorrz of PENNSYLV ANIA.

John iii. ver. 2cth.—¢ For every ene that doeth evil,
batesh light, neither cometh to the light, leff bis deeds
ould be reproved.’—But “ there is nothing covered,
that fhall not ée revealed ; neither hid that fhall not
be known, Therefore, whatfocver ye bave [poken in
darknefs, fhall be beard in the light : and that which

- ye bave [poken in the ear in clofets, fhall be prociaimed
on the houfe tcps."—8t. Luke, chap. xii. 2d and 3d

verfes.
Friends, Countrymen, and fellow-citizens,
HE formation of a good government, is the ge.ﬁ-
elled

elk cffort of human wifdem, a8uased by
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elted patriotifm ; but fuch is the curf~d nature of am-
bition, fo prevalent in the minds of men, that it would
facrifice every thing to its felfilh gratification ; hence
the faireft opportunities of advancing the happinefs of
humanity, are fo far from being properly improved,
that they are too often covered with the votaries of
power and domination, into the means of obtaining
their nefarious ends. [t will be the misfortune ot Ame-
rica to add to the aumber of examples of this kind, if
the propofed plan of government fhould be adopted ;
but I truf, thort as the time allowed you for confidera-
tion is, you will be {o fully convinced of the trath of
this, as to cfcape the impending danger ; it is onl. ne-
ceflary to ftrip the monfter of ity affumed garb, and to
exhibit it in its native colours, to excite the univerfal ab-
horrence and reje@ion of every virtuous and partriotic
mind,

For the fake of my dear country, for the honour of
human nature, [ hope, and am perfoaded, the pood
fenfe of the people will enable them to rife fuperior to
the moft formidable confpiracy againft the liberties of
a free and enlightened nation, that the world has ever
witnefled. How glorious would be the triumph ! How
it would immortalize th: prefent generation in thgyan-
nals of freedom,. .

The eftablifhment of a government, is a fubje@® of
fuch momentous and Jating concern, that it fhould not
be gone into without :he clcareft convi&ion of its pro-
priety ; which can only be the refult of the fullelt dif-

~cuffion, the moft thorough invcﬁigation and difpaflionare
confideration of its nature, principles, and conftru&tion,
You are now called upon to make this decifion, which
involves in it, not only your fate, but that of your pof-
terity for ages to come. Your determination will cither
enfure the pofleflion of thofz bleflings, which render life
deflirable, or entail thofe evils which make exiltence a
curfe : that fuch are confequences of a2 wife or impro-
per organization of government, the hiflory of man.
kind abundantly teftifies. If you viewed the magnitude
of the obje& in its true light, you would join with me
in featiment, that the new government cught not to be
implicitly admitted. Confider then, duly, bcfolrc you
K eap,
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lcap, tor after the Rubicon is once ‘paﬂ'ed. there will be

no retreat. : ‘

If you were even wgll affured, that the utmoft purity
of intention predcminated in the produ&ioa of the
propofed government, (uch is the imperfettion of bhu-
wnan wifdom and knowledge, that it would not be wife
in you to adopt it with precipitation iz fete, for ail
former experience mnuft teach you the propriety of a re-
vifion on fuch eccafions, to corie& the errors, and (n})-
ply the deficiencics that may appear neecflary. In
every government, whoie obje& is the publhic welfare,
the laws are fubje@ed to repeated revifions, in fome by
diffcrent orders in the government, in others by an ap-
peal to the judgments of the people, and deliberative
forms of procedure. A knowledge of this, as well as
of other ltates, will fhew, that if every inttance where a
law has been paffed without the ufual precautioms, it
has been produlive of great inconvenicnce and evils,
and frequently has not anfwered the end in view, a fup-
plement becoming nceeflary to fupply its deficiencies.

What then are we to think of the motives and de-
figps of thofe mea. who are urging the implicit and im-
m%ate adoption of the pt'op«"fd goverament ? Are
they fearful, that if you exerci‘e your good' fenle and
Jifcernment, you will difcover the mafqued arifocracy
that they are attempting to fmggle upon you, under
the fulpicious garb of republicapiim? Whes we find
that the principal agents in -this bufiuefs, are the very
men who fabricated the form of government, it cer-
tainly ought to be conclufive evidence of their infidious
defign to deprive us of our liberties. The circemftances
attending this matter, are fuch as fhould in a- peculiar
manner excite your fufpicion ; it might not be- ufelefs
to take a review of fome of them, '

In many o1 the Rates, particalarly in this and the
northern itates, there are ariflocratic juntos of the well-
born few:, who had been zealoufly endeavouring fince
the eltablithment of their conftitagions, to humble that
offenfive spflart, egual liberty ; but alt their efforts
were unavailing, the #//-bred charl oblinately kept his
afflumed Ration, ,

ffowever, that which could not be accomplithed in

the
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the feveral fates, is now attempring throangh the medi-
um of the future Congre(s. Experience having fhewn

reat defe@s in the pretent coatederatian, particularly
in the reﬁulating of commerce and mariime affairs, it
became the univertal with of America to grant further
powers, fo as to make the federal gnvernment adeqguate
to the ends of its inititution. The anxiety on this
head wasgreatly increafed, from the impoverithmpent and
diltrcls occafioned by the extenfive importations of fo-
reign merchandize and luauries, and contcquent drain
of fpecie fince the peace : thus the people were in the
difpofizion of a drowning man, exgereto catch at any
thing that promiled rchief, however delufory. Such
an opportunity for the acquifition of undue power, has
never been viewed with indiffcrence by th¢ ambitious
and defigning in any age er patien, and it has accord-
ingly been tao fuecetsfully improved by fuch men among
us. The deputies irom this fate (with the exception
of two) and moft of thof: frem the other flates in the
union were unfortunarely of this complexion, and many
of them of fuch {uperior endowments, that in an ey
parte difcufion of the fubjed?, by fpecious glodles, they
have gained the cencurrence of fome well-Gilpoted men
in whom their eountry have great coafidence, which has
given great fan&ion to their kheme of powes.

A comparifon of the authority underwhich the con-
vention aéed, and their jorm of government, wiii fhew
that they have defpifed their delegated power, and af.
fomed fovereignty ; that they bave entirely anahilated
the old confederation, and the particular governmenis
of the Yeveral ftates, and inftead thereof have eftablillied
one general governuicit that is to pervade the union ;
conftituted on the moft uncqual principle., dellitute of
accountability to its' conttituents, and as delpotic in
its nature as the Venetian aniftocracy 5 a governinient
that will give full fecops to the magnificent ceigns of
the well-born ; u goverament where tyrqnny mey ginr
its vengeance on the Lw-born, unchecked by an odizus
Bill of righes, as has been fully illutrated in mv two pre.
ceeding numbers; and yet as a biind upon ihe under-
flanding of the people, they fiive cenuinued the toiins
of the patticular govainments, <nd termcd the whote «

centederain
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confederation of the United States, purfuant to the fen-
~ timents of that profound, but corrupt politician Machir-
vel, who advifes any one who would change the con-
fitution of a RRave, to keep as much as pofible to the
old forms ; for then the people, feci pg the fame officers,
the fame formalities, courts of jultice, and other out-
ward ces, are infenfible of the alteration, and
believe felves in pofleffion ot their old government.
Thus Cefar, when he feized the Roman liberties,
caufed himfelf to be chofen d:&ator (which was an an-
cient office) continued the fenate, the confuls, the tri.
bunes, the c2zfors, and all other offices and forms of the
commonwealth ; and yet changed Rowe from the moft
free, to the moit tyrannical government in the world,

The convention, after vefting all the grear and eflici.
ent powers of fovereignty in the general government,
infidionfly declared, by fe@ion 4th of article 4ih, * thag
the United States fhall guarantee to every flate in this
union, & republican form of government ;¥ but of
what avail will be the forss without the reality of
freedom? -

The late convention, in the majefly of its aflumed
omnipoteace, have not even condefcended to fubmit the
plan of tie new government to the confideration of
the people, the true fource £ authority, but have called
upon them by their feveral conventions, “ to aflent to,
and ratify” ® js toto, what they have been pleafed to de.
cree ; juft as the-grand monarque .of Framce requires
the parliament of Paris to regifier his edi@s without re.
vifion or alteration, which is neceflary previous to their
cxecution.

The authors and advocates of the new plan, con-
{cious that its eftablifhment can only be obtained from
the ignorance of the people of its true nature, and their
unbounded confidence in fome of the men concurring,
have hurried on its adoption with a precipitation that
betrays their defign ; before many bad feen the new
plan, and before they had time to examigpe it, they, by

. their

A

® See a refolution of Comvention accompanying the ipe
Sirument of the prepofed goverament.
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their ready minions, attended by fome well-difpofed,
but mittaken perfons, obtained the fubfcriptions of the
people vo papers, expreiing taeir approbation of, and
wifh to have it eftablithed ; thus preciuding them from
any confideration, bat leit the people fhould difcover
the juggle, the cle@lions of the ftate conventions are
urged on at very early days ; the propofition of ele&-
ing the convention of this Rate in nine days atter the
date of the refolution, for all the counties eatt of Bed-
ford, and fopported by three or four of the deputies of
the convention, and who were alfo membeis of the
then affembly, is oae of the moft extravagint inftances
of this kind; and evea this was prevented by the fe-
ceflion of nincteen virtudus and enlightencd members.§
' In

Y The mefage of th: prefident and council, fent into the
prefent gemernl alfeminy, on the 25th of Otober laf, dif-
¢lofe: another impofitisn. The board femt to the boufe the
oficial tranfmiffion of the propcfed conflitution of the Unit-
ed States, inclofed in a loiter from the prefident of Cone
Zrefs, which proves that the paper produced to the last bocfe
on the day befsre the final rifing of the [ame, was a [fur+
reptitions copy of the vote of Congrefs, obtatmed for the par-
pofe of deluding the l:z7iflature into the extravagance of di-
refting an cleilion of Cotvention within nine days.

Tbe provifions made by the Convention of Pennfyloania,
which fat in 1776 for amending the Conflitution, is guard-
ed with admirable wi]dsr: ard cantion. A council of
cenfors is to be Bolden every fecen sears, which fhall bave
power ((two thirds of the whiole namber eletred agrecing )
to propofc amendments of the [ame goversment, and teo
call a Comvention to adopt and ¢f1ablifk the ¢ propoftions ;
but the alteratioms mull Le s promalzated at lealt fix
montbs before the day appsinted for the cle@ion of fuch
Convention, for the previous conflideration of the people,
that they may bave an oppertariiy of inftructing their dele-
Zates on the fubjelr.™ The prefent mesfures explain the
condull of acertain party of Cenfors wha fat in 1784,
( much fewer than tews thirds if the awiole j that propsfed
ts abolifh the 47th articls of the conflitutin, wherzdy tse
manger of aru:rding the fame was regulated.
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1 order to’put the matter beyond all recall, they have
proceeded a ftep farther, they have made the deputies
nominated for the ftate convention, of this city, and
clfevhere, pledge their facred honour, previous to their
eletion, that they would implicitly adopt the propofed
-government, iz fa¢5 ; thus, thort as the period is, before
the dinal fi:tis to he given, conlideration is rendered
nugatory, and conviion of its dinger or impropricty
unavoidable, A good caufe does not ftand in need ot
fuch means ; it fcorns all indirei advantages and bor-
rowed help, and trafts alone to its own native merit and
intrinfic irength : the lion is never known :0 make ufe
of cunning, nor can 4 good caufe fuffer by 2 free and
thorough cximination. Ic is knavery that iceks dif-
ﬁ.uue. A@ors do not eare that any one (h-uld lovk

to the tiring room, nor jugglers or fhurpers into
their hands o5 boxcs. .

Every excrtion has been made to fupprefs difcuffion
by (h.ckling the prefs ; but as this coald not be effe&-
ed in #bis iiate, the people are warned not to lifien to
the adserfarics of the propofed plan, left they fhonld
impofe up-n them, and thereby preveat the adoption
of this bleffi:d government. What figure would & law.

er make in a court of jultice, if he fhould defire the
udges not to hear the counfel of the other fide, left
they fhoald petplex the caufe and miillead the court ?
Would not every by-Rander take it for granted, that he
was confcious of the weakneioof his client’s caufe, and
that it could not atherwife be defended, than by not be.

iag uaderflood. -
" All who are friends to liberty are friends to reafon,

the champion of liberty ; and none are foes to liberty
but thofe who have truth and reafos for their foes. He
who has dark purpofes to ferve, mult ufe dark mekns;
Jight would difcover him, and reafog expofe hini : he
mul endeavour to thut out both, make them look
frighctful by giving 'hem ill names.

iberty only flourithes where reafon and knowledge
are encouraged ; and wherever the latter are flifled, the
former is extinguifhed. In Turkey printing is forbid,
enquiry is dangerous, and free fpeaking is capital ; be-
eaufe they are all inconfikent with the nature of the go-

veroment.
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vérntient.  Hence it is that the Turks are all Rapidly
ignorant, and are all flaves.

I fl.aH now proceed in the confideration of the con-
firu@ion of the propofed plan of povernment —By fe&.
4th of art. 1{t, of the propofed government, it is decla-
ted, ¢ that the times, places, and manner of holding
eleqions for fenators and reprefentatives fhall be ‘pee-
fcribed in each Rate by the iegiflature thereof ; but the
Congrefs may at any time by law make or alter fuch re.

slation:, except as to the place of chufing [emators.”

ill not this (e&ion put it in the power ot the future
Congrefs to abolifh the fuffrage by ballot. fo indifpen-
fible in a free government.—Montelquica, in his Spi-
rit of laws, vol. 1, page 13, fays, * that in a2 democra-
¢y there can be no excrcife of fuvereignty but by “the
fuffrages of the people, which are :heir will ; now the
fovereign’s will is the fovercign himfelf. The laws,
therefore, which eftablifh the right of fi.frage, are fua-
damental to this government. In fa& it is as impor-
tant to regulatc in a republic, in what manner, by
whom, and concerning what. fuffrages are to be given,
as it is in 2 monarchy to know who is the prince, and
after what manner he ought to govern. This valuable
privilege_ ohetia‘ by ballot, ought mot to reft on the
difcrerran of the govcrnncnt, but be irrevecably efta-
'blifhed in the conftitution, ~

Will not the above quoted fe&. alfo, authorife the
fotare Uongrefs to lengthen the term for which the fe-
mators and repreientatives are to be ele@ed, from 6 and
3 pears refpefively, to any period, even for life ? as the

parliament of England voted themfelves from tricnnial
to feptennial ; and as the long pasliament und.cr C!@arles
the 1Rt became perpetual P '

Sea. 8th, of art. 1ft, velts Congrefs with power ¢ to
provide for calling forth the militia to exccute the laws
of the union, fupprefs infurre@ions and repel i1 valions;
to provide for the organizing, arming and difciplining
the militia; and for governing foch part of them as
‘may be employed in the fervice cf the United Stace:,
referving to the fRates relpedively, the appomtment ot
the oflicers, and the authority of training the militia ac-
eording to the difcipline prefcribed Ly Congt’elf;f'_

is
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This fel. will fubje@ the citizens of thefe Rates to the
moft arbitrary military difcipline ; even death may bR
inflicted on the difobedient j in the charaler of militia,
you may be dragged from your familles and homes to
any part of the continent, and for any length of time,
at the difcretion of the future Congrefs; and as mili-
tia, yjou may br. maide the unwilling infruments of
opprefion under the dire&ion of government; there
is no exemp:ion upon account of conicientious feru-
ples of bearing arms: no equivalent to be received in
lieu of perfonal fervices. The militia of Pennfyl.
vania may. be marched to Georgia or New;Hamp-
fhire, Bowever incompatible with their interefts or
confciences ; in fhort, they may be made as mere ma-

chines as Pruffian foldiers. -
Sedt. the gth begins thus—<* The migration or impor-
tation of fuch perfons, as any of the flates, mow exifling,

fhall think proper o admit, fball not be probibited
Comgrefs prior to the year 1808, but a duty or tax may be
impofed on fuch importation, not exceeding tem dellars for
each perfonn  And by the gob art. this reflraint is nat
2o be remived by any future comvention. We are told, that
the objells. of this article are flaves, and that it is infert-
¢d to fecure to the fouthern flates the right of intreducing
negraes for twemty-ome years to come, againfl the declar.
ed [enfe of the ether fates to put an end te an odions traf-
fic in the human fpecies ; which is efpecially fcandalens
and inconfifient in a pesple, whe bave afferted their own
liberty by the fword, and which dangeroufly enfecbles the
difiriéls, wherein the labourers are bondmen. The words
are dark and ambiguons ; fuch as no plain man of ¢ops-
son fenfs would bave ufed, are cvidently chofen to codiceal
Jrom Eurepe, that in this clightened c’.f}y,, the praltice
of flavery bas its advecates among men in the bighefl fla-
tions. Whem it is recolleied that mo pold tax cam be im-
pofed on five megroes above awhat three aubites foall be
eharged : whem st is confidered, that the impoft on the con-
Jumption of the Carslina ficld negroes, maft be . trifling,
and the excife, notbing, it is plain that the proportion of
conpribuljons, which cam be expelicd from the fouthern
JSlales ulder the niw conflitation, will be very umequal s
axd yet they are 4o be allowed, to enfesble themfelves by

' ' the
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the further importation of negroes till the year 1808. Has
mot the concurrence of the five louthern flates in the cone
vention, 1o the mew [yfiem, been purchafed teo dearly by
the tefl, wbo bave undertaken to make good their defici-
encies of revenus, accafioned by their wiiful incapacity,
withont an _equivalent ? o

Toe general acquicfcence of one defcription of citizens
in the propofed government, [urprife me much . if fo,
many of the Quakers have become indifferent to the fucred
rights of confcience, fo ampiy fecured by the conflitution of
this commonawealth ; if they are fatisfied, to reft this in-
eflimable privilege on the diferetion of the future governe
ment, yet, in a political light, they are mot alting wifely ;
$n the flate of Pennfylvania, they form fo confiderable a
por-iom of the community, as mult enfure t)em great weight
In the government ; but in the fcale of general empirey
2bey awill be lof? in the balance.

L intended in this number to have fhewn from the nae
tare of things, from the epimions of the greateft writers,
and from the peculiar circumflances of the United States,
the impralticability of eflablifbing and maintaining one
Qovernment on the principles of freedom, in fo extenfive &
ferritery ; to bave fhewn, if pralticable, the inadequacy
8f fuch government, to provide for its many and warisus
soncerns ; and alfs to have fhewn, that a confederation of
fmall republics, pofeffing all the pewers of imternal gi=
vernment, and united in the management of their general
and foreign comccrns, is the only [yflem of government by
avbich fo extenfive a country can be governed, confificnt
adith freedom : But a writer ander the fignature of Bru-
tas, in the New-York paper, which bas beem republifped
by Meffrs. Danlap and Claypoole, bas done this in fo maf~
terly a mannér, that it wontd be fuperfinons in me to add
any fhing on the fubjel®.

b o) /510!0 citizens, as a lwver of my country, as the
Jriend to mankind, whilft it is set fafe to write, and whilft
§Y iryet in your power to dvoid it, I warnyouof the im-
pending danger.  To this remote guarter of the world has
liberty fled.  Other coumtries, now [utjell to flavery,
. aerd dnce 41 [reé ds e yét are ; thérefore, for your ow®

L Jakesg
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Jakes, fer the [ake of your peflerity, as well as for that of
the opprefed of all mations, cherifb this remaming afye

lam of literty,
CENTINEL,
Pbiladelphia, Ny, g1h, 1787.

C ENTINUEL
N UMBETR R 1V
To the PeorLe of PENNSYLV ANIA,

Friends, Countrymen, aad fellow <itizens,

HAT the prefent confederation is inadequate to
the obje&@s of the poion, feems Lo be univerially
allowed. Theonly quellion is, what additional powers
are wanting to give due encrgy to the federal govera-
ment ? W: thould, however, be carefulin forming our
epininns on this ubjc&, not to impute the temporary and
excraordin:ry d:ficulties chat have hitherto impeded the
execution ot the contederation, to defetls in the fyflem
ictelf. Taxation is, in every government, a very delicate
and dificule fubje@ ; hence it has been the policy of all
wile RRateimen, as far as circumftances permitted, to
lead the peaple by fmall beginnings, and almof imper-
ceptible deygrees; into the habits of taxation ; where
the contrary condud has becn purfued, it has ever fail-
ed of tull fuccefs, not unfrequently proving the ruin of
the projc@ors. The impofing of a burdenfome tax at
once on a4 people, without the ufual gradations, is the
feveref telt that any governmeit can be put to ; def-
tifm itfelf hus often {ruv d unequal to the attempt.
Under this ccuviBlion, let us take a revigw of ear fituue
tion before and fiice the rcvolotion. Fr.m the Acd
Settlement of this country, until the commencement of
the late war, the taxes were fo light and trivial as o be
fcarcely felg by the prople ; when we engaged in the
expentive conteft with Great Britaid, the Congrels, fen-
fible of the difficulty of levying the monies neceflary to
its fupport, by dire& tasation, had recourfe to an .anti-
cipation
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eipation of the public refources, by emitting hills of
credit, and thus poftponed the neceflity of taxation for
feyzral year, ; this micans was purfoed to 2 meit ruin.
ous leagtii: butabout che year 1780 or 1751, it ‘was
wholly exhaufted ; .commerce had been futpended for
near lx years ; the hufbandman, for want of a market,
limited his crops to his own fubfiltence ; the frequent
calls of the militia, and-long continuance in a&ual fer-
vice, the devailations of the cnemy, the futfiftence of our
own J4rmies, the evils of the depreciation of the paper
money, which fell chiefly upon the patriotic acd virtu-
ous part of the community, had all concurred to pro-
duce great diftrefs throughout America. In this fitua-
tion ot affairs, we flill had the fame powerful enemy
to concend with, who hud even morc numerous and
better appointed armies in the ficld, thun at any former
time. Qur allies were applied to in (his exigence, but
the peeuniary affiftance that we could procure from
] was foon exhaufted ; the only reiource now re-
mainiag, wis to obtain by dire& taxation, the monies
acceflary for our detence ; the hiftory of mankind does
not {urnith a fimiar inliance of an attempt to levy fach
enormous taxes at once, of a people {o wholly unpre-
pared and uninured to them—the lamp of facred liber-
ty moft indeed have burned with onfvilied luftyz, every
fordid priaciple of the mind muft have been then extiné,
when thic people not only fubmitted to the grievous im.
pofitions, but chearfully exerted themfelves to comply
with the calls of their country ; their abilities, however,
wete‘not equal to furnith the neceflary fums—indeed
the requifition of the year 1782, amounted to the
whole income of their farms and other property, in-
cluding the means of their (ubfifence; perbape the
fraingd exertions of two year., would not have fufficed
to the difcharge of this requifition ; to whom then,
cea we impute the dificuities of the people to a due
compliance with the requifitions of Congrefs to a de-
fe@ in- the confederation, for any government, however
energetic, in fimilar circumftances, would have experi-
enced the fame fate. If we review the proce'edme_s_of
the Rates, we fhall find that they gave every fan&ion

and authority to the requifitions of Congrefs, dult theie
aws
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laws could confer ; that they atrempted to colle@ the.
fuws c:ll.J4 iur, in the fame mapaer as is propofed to be
done n .uturc hy the general goveroment, ipfiead of-
the fate leguflacures.

It is « maxin, that 8 government ought to he cauv-
tious not (0 govern over much, tor when the cord of
power is ara#n too tights it gegerally prowes its deitruc-
tion ; the impra&icability of cemplying with the requic
ficions of Congrefs has leflcned the tente of obligation
anJ duty in the people, and thus weakened phe ties of.
the union ; the opinivn of power 1n 4 free governmens
is much more cficaciousthan the exercife of it it ree
quirzs the maturicy of time and repeated prafice ta
give it due energy and certainty to the opirations of
goverpment, efpe.ially to fuch as affe@ tue puries of
th: ,cople,

The thirteen Swifs Cantons confederated by more ge-
neral and weaker tics than thefe United Stytes are by
the prefent articles of contederation, have nat experi-
enced the neceflity of fircngthening their ypion by velfin
ing th.ir general dict with tyrther or grester powers 3
this natiqnal body has galy the management of theip
foreign concerns, und in calg of 8 war can opl. call by
reqqifition on the feveral Cantpas for the mepcflary (ups
plics, @ ho arc fovereign and independeat ir cvery i«
" ternal apd local exercife ot government; apd yes thig
Jop: of fand. as our confederation hat heem termed,
which is fo fimilar to that, has beld tagether for ages
without any apparent chaln :

I am perfuaded, that a due confideration will evincs,
ghat the prefent incficacy of the requificions of Cangrely
is not owing toa defeét in the confederation, but the
pe-uliw eircumitances of the times. L

The wheels of the geacral government haviag been
thas clogged, and the arrcarages of tascs flill accums-
Jating, it may be aked what prolpc@ is there of the go-
vernment refuming its proper tone, unlefs wore com-
pulfory powers arc graated ? To this it may be an{wer-
¢d, that che produce of impolts on commerce which all
agrec to vefl in Congrefs, together with the immenfe
trads of laed at their difpofal, will rapidly lefem and
eveatually ditcharge the prefept w;;:ﬂ
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this takes place, the mode by requiition will be feand
perte@ly adequate to the extraordinary ezigencies of
the guion. Coagrefs have lately fold land to the amount
of cight willions of dollars, which is a confiderable
po-tion of the whole debt.

Lt is to be lamented that the interelted and defigning
have availed themielves fo fucceistully of the preicng
¢rifis, and under the {pecious pretence of haviag difco-
vered 3 panares for all the ills ot the people, they are
aboug eltablilhing a fyR¢m of government that will prove
more defirultive to thgm, tham the wooden hocle §lled
with foldiers did in ancient times to the city of Troy;
this borfe was introduced by theic hollile epemy the
Gregians, by a profitytion of the facred rites of their
religion ; in like manner, wy fellow citizens, are afpir-
ing defpots among \oucrlelws, proltityting the nam: of
8 %ﬂﬂinxm to cloak their deugns ypon your liberties,

1 would afk haw is the propoled goverament to fhows
¢r dowp thafe trealyres upon every clafs of citizens ag
s fo indufirivufly inculcated and fo fondly belicved ?—
Is it by the additien of numerous and expenfive cfta-
blithments? s it by doubling onr judiciaries, iplituting
federal courts in every county of cyery late? Is it by a
fuperb prefidential court ? Is it hy a large ftanding ar»
my? In fhort, is it by patting it in the powcer of the
futuge government to levy muney at pleaiure, and placy
ing this government fo independent of the people as to
eaable the adminiflration to gratify every corrupt pafi-
on ot the mind, ta riot on your fpoils, without check
or comrenl?

A cransfer o Congrefs of the power of impofing imw

on commerce, and the unlimited regulation of
trade, I believe is all that is wantipg te render Ameri-
ca as proiperoms as it is in the power of any form of
government to render her; this properly underfiood
would meet the vicws of all the hoaefl and well mean-
ing.

8Wht gave birth te the Coatinental Convention ?—
Was it not the fitvation of eur commerce, which lay at
the mercy of every fercign power, who irom motives of
interefl or cnmity could reiri@ and controul it, without
rifqueing a retakiatios on the part of Amcrica, as Cron-

grefs
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e (s was irpotent on this fubje&? Such indeed was the
caic with refpod to Brita'n, whoic kotile rexulations
euve fuch a flab to our n.vizattin oz to thre.tem'itg :n-
sihilation, it beeams the mtzcelt oi the American wer-
ciiznt to give 4 prcierencze to foreizn bottoms; hence
tiae difirefs of our feawmen, !fip-tﬁ:‘?é?HS. and cvery me-
cl: 'nic art dependent on na.igation. ‘

By thefe regulations too we were Lmited in markets
for our produce, our veffzls were excluded from their
WeRt-India iflands, many of our ttaple commodities
were Ceniéd entianc: in Britain 3 hence the hvfb nemen
were ditrefled by the demand for their crops biing 1o (-
fened, and their prices reduced.  Thi: is che fouice to
which may be trzced every evil we experience. that con
be relieved by a2 more encryctic government. Recollec®
the language of complaint f@r years paft, compare the
recommendations of Congrels founded on fuch com-
plaints, pointing out the remedy; c¢xamine the reafons
afigned by the different Rates for ap,ointing delegates
to the late convention, view the powers vefted in that
body ;- they all harmonize in one fentiment, thatr the
due regulation ot trade and na.igation was the anxious
with of every clafs of citizens, was the great obje& of
calling the convention.

This obj=& being provided for by the propofed confti-

tation, the people overlook, and are not fenfible of the
needlefs facrifice they are making for it. Ot what avail
will be a profperous ftate of commerce. when the pro-
duce of it will be at the abfolate difpefal of an arbitra-
ry and unchecked goverament, whio may levy at plea-
fure the moft oppreflive taxes; who may deftroy every
principle of freedom; who may cven defiroy the privi-
Jege of complaming. :
. if you are in doubt about the nature and principles
of the propofed government, view the condu@ of its
-authers and patronms, that affords the beft explanation,
the moft Rriking comment,

The evil genius of darknefs prefided at its birth, it
eame forth under the veil of myftery, its true features
being caretully concealed, and every deceptive art has
been and is prattifing to have this fpurious brat receiv-
&d as the geauine off:pring of heaven-born liberty. Se

g fearful
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fearful are its patrons that vou fhoald Cifcern the impa.
fitiop thar they have Lurcied on its adoption v, the
grearelt precipitation ; they have endiavourcd Lo o
precluas all invelligation, they have endouvanred 1, ia-
timidate all oppofiticn; by :uch meins as tice hate
they furreptitioufly procured a cenvention iathic ¢ e,
favourable to their vicr s; and here zgain inveliiatica
and difcuffion arc abr:lged, the final quiiiion is mevod
b.-fore the fubje@ has been under coufideration! An
appeal (o the people is precluded even in the LR ref rt,
leit their eycs fhouid be opened ; the conventon b ve
denied the minority the privilege of enterise, the reaivns
of their diffcnt on its iournals. Thus defpotitin is alrea-
dy triumphant, and the genius of liberty is on the ¢ e
of her cxit, is about bidding an eternal adieu o Lhis
once happy people.

After fo rece..t a triumph over Britifth dcfpots, aflter
fuch torrents of blood .nd treafure have been fpent, .:f-
ter iavolving ourfelves in the diftreffes of an arducas
war, and incurring fuch a debt, for the expreis purpofe
of aflerting the :ights of humanity, it is truiy aftonifk-
ing that a fet of men among ourfelves fhould have the
cffrontery to atiempt the deftru&ion of our liberties,—
But in this enlightened age w0 hope to dupe the people
by the arts they are praifing, is fill more extraordina-
ry. How do the advocates of the propofed government
combat the obje&ions urged againit it ? Not even by an
attempt to difprove them, for that would the more fully
confirm their truth, but by a fpecies of reafoning that
is very congevial to that contempt of the underflandings
of the pecople that they fo eminently poflefs, and which

licy cannot even prevent frequent ebullitions of ; they

m to think that the oratory and fafcination of great
names and mere found will fuffice to enfure lucce?sr;‘—
that the people may be diverted from a confideration of
the merits of the plan, by bold affertions ::nd mere dey
clamation. Some of their writers for inflance, paint
the diftrefles of every clafs of citizens with all the glow-
ing language cf eloquence, as if this was a demonftrati-
on of the excellence, or even of the fafety of the new
plan, which notwithftanding the reality of this diftrefs,
may be a fyflem of tyranny and oppreflion ; other wri-

ters
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ters tell you of the gredt med who éomipofed the Inte
convention, and give yow a pompous difplay of their
virtues, infledd of a juttificatton ot the plan of govern-
ment ; and others again urge the tyrunts plea, thidy en-
deavour vo make it a cale of neceffry, now is the criti-
cal moment; theé) reprefent the adoption of this goe
vernment as our only alternative, as the lait opportuhis
ty we fhall have of peaceably eftablifhing x governtent ;
they affert it to be the beft fyjltem that be formed,
and that if we rejelt it we will Have a worfé one or none
at ull; day, that if we prefame to propo” .lterations
we [kall gee inieo & labyrinth of dificalii-  om which
we cannot be extricated, as no two fRatc .l agree i
amendments, thiat thérefore it would invuive us in irre-
concilable difcord. But they all feduloufly avoid the
fair field of argument, a rational invefligation into the
organization of the propoted government. | hope the
good feafe of the peo; le will dete@ thie fallacy of fuck
contlu®, will difcover the bafk juggle, and with becoint
ing refolution refent the impofition. |

i\n the power's of . ongreis ought to be Rrehgthehe
ed all allow, bat is cthis a conclafive prodf of the necefs
fity to adopt the propoted plani; is it a pheof thist' be<
caufe the late cutivention it the it effay upon fo atdaous
and difficult 2 fubje®, harmonized in their ideas, that
a fature convéntion will oy, or that afier a'full inyefli-
gation and mature confidcration of the obje@ions, they
will net plat a better government, aiid oae njbre agree-
abletotheknnmn:iqm; a-l:.it an
that they can never 2 a il n? The late
coavention mlhdeedhvf:en;:l" »d, as fome of
its advocates have afferted, to admit the truth of thefe
pobitions, or even to adusit the poffibility of the ptopof
ed goverament bheing fuch a onc as America daght to
fromi their intentions wg:wm.thnul thiere-
o mmw;rnm chis form of goverhment,
their con in to chis form M0
as it was not in thdrc':?tmphdu whién the coaven-
tion was appointed to ere a sew govirnmient, but ¢o
Rrengthen the old ome. Indeed they feem to have béen
determined to monnpolize the exduln‘-a'ic of the dif>

covery,
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sovery, or rather, as if darknefs was effential to its fuc-
cefs, they precluded all commuaication with the peo-
plc, by clofing their doors ; thus the well ditposed
members, unafhited by public intormation and opinion,
were induced, by thofe arts th.t are now praifing on
the "gcople. to giWe their fun@iva to this tykecm of def-
tifm.
’ols there any reafon to prefume that a new Conven.
tion will not agree upon a better plan of goverament ?
Quite the contrar , for pzchaps there never was fuch a
comncidence ot fcntiment on any occ fion as on the pie-
fent ; the opponents to the propoted plan, at the fame
timee in every part of the continent, harmoonized in the
fame objettions ; fuch an uniformity ot oppofition ig
without example, and affords the firongef® demoniirae
tions of its lolidits. Their obje@ions too are not local,
are aot confined to the interefls of any oume particulag
flate (0 the prejudice of the re®, bur with a philane
thropy and liberaiity chat refie@s luftre on humanit.,
that dignifies the chara@er of America, t.cy embrace
the intetefts and happinefs of the whele union ; they do
pot even condcfcend to minute blemifhes, but fhew that
the main pillars of the fabric are bad. that the effea-
tial principles ot liberty and fatety are not to be found
fa it, that defpotifm will be the neceflary and inevitable
confequence of its cRablithment.
CENTINEL.

CENTTINEL
N UMBEHR V..
Tothe Peorrtzs of PENNSYLVANI M

AR. WILSON, in a fpeech delivered in our con-

vention oa Saturday the 24th infRant, has con-

ceded, may for:eably proved, that oae confolidated go-

vernment will not anfwrer tor fo extenfive a territory as

ehe United States-incledes, that flavery would be the
M acceflary
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feceflary fate of the people under fuch a governtent
his words are fo remarkable, that I cannot forbear res
citing them ; they are as follows, viz, ¢* The extent ot
country for which the ncw conflitution was required,
produced another difficulty in the bufinefs of the federal
¢onvention, ltis the opinion of fome celebrated wris
ters, thatto afmall territory, the democratical, to a
middling territory, as Montefquicu has termed it, the
monarchical, and, to an extenfive territory, the defpotic
form of governmen: is the beft adapted. Regarding,
then, the wide and almoft unhounded juriidi&tion of the
States, at firlt view the h.nd of defpotifm fecemed ne-
ceffary to controul, conne@, and prote it ; and hence
the chief embarraflment arofe. Fory we knew, that al-
though our conltituen's wounld chearfu'ly fubwmit to the
legiflative refltraints ot 2 free government, they would
fparn at every attempt to fhiuckie thim with defpotic
power.» ° See page five of the jrinted - ipeech. And
agdin in page feven, he fays, * Is it prob.ble, that the
d:f>lution of the ftate governmonts, and the eftablifhe
meat of one ron‘witiated empjre, would be eligible in
its natare, and fatisfa@lory to the penple in- its adminie
flration ? T think uoi, as I have ¢ien reafons to thew,
that fo ex:cnfive a territcry could not be guverned,
conne&ed, and profarved, Lut by the fupremacy of def-
potic powcer. Al the excrtions of the moft potent em.
perors of Rowmc, w 2re noet cap bz of keejing that em-
ﬁ_i_r_e_ '@aethe;, which, in extcut, was far inferior to the

ominion of America® =~ =~ T Tt

This grear point Faving heen now confirmed by the
conceflim of Mr Wilwom, thongh ijndeed it was felf
evident belre, au.i the writers apainft the propofed
plan ot govergment, having proved to “demonftration,
that the powers propofed to be vafted in Congrefs, will
rece’l.eil, annihilate and ab’orb - the” lepiflatures and
judizaries, and prodoce trom their wreck one confoli-
daied government, the quethion is determined. Every
man therefore who has the wclfare of his country at
heart, every man who values his own liberty and hap.-
pivefs, in fhort, every deicription of perfons, except
thofe atpiring defpots who hope o benefit by the mifery
and vaflalage of their counirymen, mult now concur i

rejeding
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reje@ing the propofed fyltem of government, muft now
unite in branding its authors with the Rizma of eternal
infamy. The anniverfary of this great clcape trom the
fangs of defpotiiin, ought to be celebrated as long as
liberty thall continue to be dear to the citizens of Ame-
rica. .

I will repeat fame of my principal arguments, and
add fome turther remack., on the fubj & of confoli-
dation.

The legiflative is the higheft delegated power in go-
vernment ; all other re ‘ubordiagte to it.  The cele-’
brated Monteiquien Rablhithos it @5 3 marim, that legif-
lation nec-flurily tollows the power of Lazation. By’
the 8tk .&ion of article the ﬁrE of the propofed go-
vernm’ t, “ the Congrefs are co bave power to lay and
colle& taxes, datics, impolls, and excifes, to pay the
debts, and prouide for the common defence and general
welfare of the Uaited States.® Now, what can be
more comprecheafive than thefe words ? Every fpecies of
taxation, whether ext nal or internal, are included.
Whatever taxes, duties, .. excifes, that the Congrefs
may deem neceflary to the gencral welfare, may be. im-
poled on the citizens of thele fRates and levied by their
oficers.  The Congrels are to be the ablolute judges of
tke propricty of fuch taxes, in fhort they may conftrue
every purpofe for which the ftate legiflatures now lay
taxes, to be for the general welfure, they may feize up-
oa every fource of taxation, and thas make itimpra&ica-
ble for the Rates to have the finulleit revcoue ; and if a
Rate £ - 1ld prefume to impole a tax or excife, tha: would
interfere with the federal tax or excife, Congrefs may
fooan terginate the contention, by repealing the ftate
law, by virtucof the followidg fc&on ; “ To wake al:
laws which fhall be neceflary and proper for carrying
into execytion theforegoing pou ers, and all other pow-
ers vefied by this conftitution in the goverament of the
Uaited States, or in any department thoreof”  Indeed
every law of the Rates may be conyouled by this pow-
¢r. Thelegillstive power granted by thefe feQions, is
fo_unlimjted in its natare, may be fo comprehenfive and
boundefs int its excicife, that this alone would be ampty

{eficicat o carrythg coup.de grace to the ftate go-
i N verparents,
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vernments, to fwallow them up ig the grand vortex of
general empire, But the legiflative has an able auailia.
ry in the judicial department, for a ref...nce to my
fecond number will thew, that this may be made greatly
inftrumental ia effe@ing a confolidation ; as the tederal
judiciary would abforb all others. Left the toregoing
powers fiould not fuffice to confolidate the United States
into onc empire, the convention, as if determined to
prevent the pofibility of a doubt, as if to prevent alt
clafhing by the oppofition of ftate powers, as if to pre-
clude all Rruggle for Rate importance, as if to level all
obftacles to the fupremacy of univerial iway, which in
fo extenfive a territory would be an iron handed def-
potifm, have ordained by article the 6th, ¢ Tiat rhis
eonflitution, and the laws of the United States, wbhich
Jhall be made in purfuance therevf, and all treatios made,
or which fball be made, under the antbority of the United
States, fhall be the [upreme law of the land ; and the
Judges in every flate foall be bound thereby, amy thing is
the conflitution or laws of amyflate to the centrary mote

withflanding ™ "
The words, * purfuant to the conflitution,” will be no
seftrition to the autherity of Congrefs; for the foree
oing feions give them unlimited legiflation ; their un-
unded power of taxation does alone include all
others, as whoever has the purfe firings will have full
dominion. But the convention has fuperadded another
power, by which the Congrefs may Ramp with the fanc-
tion of the conltitution every poffble law ; it is contain-
ed in the following claufe: * To make all laws which
fhall be neceflary and proper for carrying into execution
the lorexloing powers, agd all other powers vefled by
this conititution in the government of the United States,
or in any department or officer thereof,® Whatever law
Congrefs may deem neceffary and proper for carrying
into _zecution any of the powers vefted in them, may be
ensfed ; and by virtue of this claufe, they may con-
troul and abrogate any and every of the laws of the
f«te governments, on the allegation that they inter-
fere with the executiop of any of their powers ; and
yetthefe laws will “ o made in purfuance of the comfli-
tutisn® and of courte will % be the [upreme m’o:lm

a »
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sand, and the judges in coery fate fhal] be bound thevedy,
any thing in rhe conflitution oy laws of amy flate, 1o the
sontrary metwithflanding. -

There is no refervation made in the whole of this
plan in favour of the rights of the feparate flates. In
the prefent plan of confederation made in the year 1778,
it was thought neceffary by article the 2d to declare,
that cach flate retains its fovereigaty, freedom, and inde-
pendence, and every power, jurifdiltion, and right, which
is not by this confederation cxprefily delcgated to the Unite
¢d States in Congrefs affembled. Pofitive grant was not
thought fufficiently defcriptive and reftriéive upon Com.
grefs, and the omiffion of fuch a declaratien now, when
fuch great devolutions of p \wer are. propofed, manifeRs
the defign of confolidating the Rates.

What reftri@ion does Mr. Wilion pretend there is in
the new conftitution to the fupremacy of delpotic fway
over the United States? What barrier does he afign f ¢
the fecurity of the ftate governments? Why truly a
mere cobweb of a limit ! By interpofing the fhield of
what will become mere form, to check the reality of pow-
er. He fays, that the exifience of the fate governments
are effential to the organization of Congrels, that the
former is made the neceffary bafis of the latter, for the
federal fenators and prefident are to be s ypointed by the
ftate legiflatures ; and that hence all fears of a conioli.
dation are groundlefs and Mmaginary. It muaft be con.
fefled, as reafon and argument would have been foreign
to the defence of the propofed plan of goverament, Mr.
Wilfon has difplayed much ingenaity on this occafion;
he hag involved the fubject in all the mazes of fophiftry,
and by fubtil diftinQions he has efablithed principles
and pofitions, that exift only in his own fertile imagma-
tion. It is a folecifm in politics for two co-ordinate fo-
vercignties to ezit together; you muft feparate the
fphere of their jurifdi®ion, or after running the race of

ominion for fome tim=, ene would neceflarily triumph

over the other ; but in the mean time the fubjefts of it

would be harrafled with deuble impofitioas to fupport

the contention; however, the frite between Congrefs

and the Hates could not be of long continuance, for the

former has a decifive {uperiority 1 the outfet, and has
morcoyer
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moreover the power by the very confitusion itfelf to
teiminate it when expedieat.

As this neccffiry connesion, as it has been termed,
between the (late governments and the gencial govern-
ment, has been made a point of great magaitude by
the advocates of the aew plan, as it is the only obttacle
alledged by them againlt a confolidation, i: ought to be
well confidered. It 18 declared by the propoicd plan,
thit the federal fenators, and the ele@ors who choofe
the pretideut of the United States, fhall be appointed by
th@ ttate Icygiflatures for the long period of fix and four
years reipecively; how will this connexion prevent the
ftate lcgiflutares being divelted of every important, eve-
ry cflicient power ? may not they, will not they dwindle
into mere hoards of appointment, as has ever happened
in other nuations to public bodies, who in fimilar circum.
Rauces have been fo weak as to part with the effcatials
of power ? does not hiftory abound with fuch inltances?
And this may be the mighty amount of this inieparable
connexion which is fu much dwelt upon as the fecurity
of the Rate governments. Yet even this fhadow of a
Jimit againit confolidation may be annihilated by the
imperial fiat, without any violation cf even the forms
of the conflitution ; ie&ion 4th of article 1t has made a
provifion for this, when the people are fufficiently fa-
tigued with the ufelefs expence of maintaining the forms
ot departed power and tecurity, and when they fhall
pray to he rclieved from the impofition. This feQion
cannot be too often repeated, as it gives fuch a latitude
to the defigning, as it revokes every other part of the
conflitution that may be tolerable, and as it may enable
the adminiftration under it to complete the fyflem of
defpotifm: 1Itis in the following words, viz. ¢ The
times, places, and manner of holding cleQions for fcna-.
tors and reprefentatives, fhall be prchribed in each Rate
by the legiflature thereof; but the Congrefs may by
Jaw at any time make or alter fuch regulations, except
as to the plice of choofing fenators.” The oaly appa-
rant reftriion in this (i-use is, as to the place of ap-.
pointing fenators, but even this may be readered of go
avail; for as the Coagreis have the controul over the
time of appointment of boih fenators and reprefcntatives,

they



t o5

they may, under the pretence of an apprehenfion of in-
vafion, upon the pretence of the turbulence of whae
they may Rile a faQion, and indeed pretences are nevet
wanting to the defigning, they ma, politpone the time
of tie cle@ian. of the fenators and the reprefentatives
from period to periou to perpetuity: Thus they may,
and if they may they certainly will, from the luft of do-
minion {o inherent in the mind of man, relieve the peo-
ple irom the wouble of attending ele&ions by conde-
fcending to create themfelves, Has not Mr. Wilfon a-
vowed 1t in fa@ ? Has he not faid in the ccnvention that
it was neceflary that Congrefs thould poflefs this power,
as the meansof its own prefervation; otherwife fays he,
an invafion, a civil war, a fa&ion, or a feceflion of a
minority of the aflembly, might prevent the reprefenta-
tion of a Rate in Congrefs.
The advocates of the propofed government mult be
hard driven, when they reprefent, that becaufe the le-
iflatores of this and the other Rates have excecded the
Et‘ne bounds of power, notwithftanding every guard pro-
vided by their conftitucions ; that becaufe the luft of ar-
bitrary fway is fo powerful as fometimes to get the bet-
ter of every obftacle, that therefore we fhould give full
fcope to it, for that all reftri®ion would be ufelefs and
nugatory. And further, when they tell you that a good
adminiftration will atone for all the defe&s in the go-
vernment, which, fay they, you muft neceflarily have;
for how can it be otherwife, your rulers are to be taken
from among yourfelves. My fcllow citizens, thefe af-
piring defpots mull indeed have a great contermpt for
your underftandings, when they hope to gull you out
of your liberties by fuch rcaioning ; tor what is the pri-
mary obje& of government, but to check and controul
the ambitious and defigning: How then can moderation
and virtue be expefed from men who will be in poflefli-
on of abfolate fway, who will have the United States at
their difpofal? They would be more than men who
could refiR fuch temptation! Their being taken from
among the people would be no fecurity, tyrants are of
native growth in all countries; the greateft bathaw in
Turkey has been one of the peop'e, as Mr. Wilfon tells

you
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ou the prefident general will be. What confolation
would this be, when jou fhall be fuffcring under his

opprfhion.
CENTINEL

R R
CENTTINEL,

N UMBER VI
Tothe Prorrz f PENNSYLVANIA.

« Man is the glory, jeR, and ridd:e of the world.”
) Porx,

NCREDIBLE tranftion! The people who, feven years
ago, deemed every earthly good, every other confideratie
on as worthle[s when placed in competition «with liberty,
shat heaven-borm blefing, that zeff of all cthers ; the peo-
pie wbe, allnated by this moble ardor of patriotifm, rofe
fuperior to every wweaknefs of bumanity, and fhone with
Juch dazzling lufire amidfl the greatey) difficultics ; awbhe,
emulous of eclipfing cach other in the glorious affertion of
the aignitly of human matmre, courted cvery danger, and
awere ever ready when neceffary, to lay down their lives at
the attar of liberty: 1 fay, she people who exhibited a
pectacle that commanded the admiration, and drew the
plandits of the moff diflant naticns, are now rewerfing the
picture ; are mow loff to cvery neble principle, are abosg
80 facrifice that inelimable jewel liberty to the genius of
defpotifm. A golden phantom held out 11 them by the crasty
and afpiring defpots among themfelves, is alluring them
inte the fangs of arbitrary power ; and [ great is their
infatuation, that it feems as if nothing [hort of the reaiity
of mifery, mercfarily atterdant on flavery, will roufe the m
Jrom their falfe confidence, or convimce them of the direful
deception ; but them, alas | ir will be too late, the chains
of defpetijm will be faff rivetted, and all cfcape pre-
c/uded.

For years paft the barpics of power bave beem ing.if}; -
oufly inculcating the idea, that all our difficulties proceed
Jrom the impotency of Congrefi, and bave at length fuc-

ceeded
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ceeded to give to this fenti ent almafl univerfal curremcy
and belief : The devafiatizas, loffes and burttens, occafion-
od by the late war, the excefive importations of firei;n
werchandize and luxuries, which have drained the ccartry
of its fpecie and imvelued it ix d:'t, are all cveriseked,
and the inadequacy sf toe pawers of the prefent confil:ra-
siom is erronconfly fuppofed ta be the cnly cavfe of sur dif-
feulties ; bence perfans of every defeription are revcliing
in the anticipation ~f the balcycn days corfequcnt on the
fablifbment cf the new confitution. What gros deceps
tion and fatal d:l1hun! Altlsvgh very comfidcrable Lenctit
migts be derived frem Slrezgeh ning the Fands of Corgrefs,
as to enabdle them to regulate commerce, and courteralt
the adverfe refiricticas of other natisns, which evould meet
ewith the comcurrence >f all perfons ; yet this bensit is ac-
conpanied in the now cenflitxticn with the [courgs of def-
potic power, that aill remder the citizens of America te-
mants at will of ev:ry fpecizs of property, of every enjoy-
ment, and make them: :nere drudges of givoriment. The
gilded bait conceals cirrosiv2s that awill cat up their avkole
Jubflance.

Since the late able difcuflizny all are now fer/fdle of
great defells iu the new conflituricn, ave lenfible tat poaws
er is thereby granted aviilout limitaiicr or refiriition ;—
yet [uch is the impaticnce of the pestle to reap th: golden
barvefl of rsgulatzd comme:ce, that tley will net tale time
to [fecure their likerty and bappinefs, mor evem to [zcure
the bemeSt of the expel=d wealth ; out arc aweakly trufling
gleir every comcern 19 the difiretizzary difpsfal of zir fu-
ture ralers 3 are content s r:/ every abuale of prweer, be-
caufe thes are promifed a gosd adnirtfhration, Lecaufz mo-
deratizn and felf-demal are the ckaraterifliz featurcs of
men in p3. 2o of abf:lute [oay.  Jiat cgrezicus filly
What fuperlative grorance of the ratuie of porver dies
Juck conduc? difcozer!

Hillory exhibits this mslzazhcly truth, that flivery bas
Been the lect of nearly the atsl: of mankind in all use,, and
that the very fmall prrtizm awls bazve enizicd 102 Slefings
of liberty, bave [rem been reduced ti toe common level of
Pavery and mifiry. The cauf of tiis gencral vajulage

may be traced ts a princitle of humar native, wcfich is
sore powerful and operati.e than ali tie stne s comisred ;
N it
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{u is that Tuft of dominion thatis inherent in every mind,
in 4 greater or lels degree ; this is (o univer(al and ever.
adtive a paffion as to influence all our anceftors; the dife
ferent fitnation and qualidcatious of men only modifies
and varies the compicxion and operation of it.

For this darling pre-eminence and fuperiority, the
m:rehant, already pofliffcd of a competency, adven-
tures his all in the purtrit of greater wealth ; it is for
this, that men of all defcriptions, after having amaffed
fortuncs, fill perfevere in the toils of labour; in fhort,
this is the great principle of exertion in the votaries of
riches, learning, and tame.

In a favage itate, pre-eminence is the refult of bodily
frength and intrepidiiy, which compels fabmiffion from
zll fuch as have the misfortune to be lefs able; there-
fore the great end of civil government is, to prote& the
wecak from the oppreflion of the powerful, to put every
man upon the level of equai liberty ; but here again the
fame lult of dominion by different mepns fruflrates al.
moft always this falutary intention. In a polithed ftate
of fociety, wealth, talents, addrefs and intrigue are the
qualities that attain fuperiority in the great fphere of
government. '

The moft firiking illaftration of the prevalence of this
lalt of dominion is, that the moft firenuous aflertors of
Jiberty in all ages, afier fuccefsfully triumphing over
tyranny, have thcmfelves become tyrants, when the ua-
fufpicious confidence of an admiring people have en-
trofted them with unchecked power: Rare are the in-
Rances of felf-denial, or confifiency of condu@ in the
votaries of liberty, when they bave become pofieflfed of
the reins of authority; it has been the peculiar felicity of
this country, that her great deliverer did not prove 3
Cromwell, nor a Moxnk. '

Compare the declarations of the moft zealons affert-
ors of religious Jiberty, whillt under the lafh of perfecu-
tion, with their condu@ when in power ; vou wil' find
that even the benevolence and humility inculcated in
the goipels, prove no reftraint upon this love of domi-
pation. The mautaal contentions of the feveral fe@s of'
yeligion in England fome ages fince, are fuffcient evia
dence of this tryth. ’

The
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The annals of mankind demonlfirate the precarions
tenure ot privileges and property Je; endeni upon the
will and pleafure of rulers; thefe illuftrate the fatal
danger of relying upen the moderation and felf-d=nial
Ji men expoled 1 tie temptations that the conprefs un-
der the new conftitution will be. Th: izl ot ‘;‘owcr o
dominion is ot that nature, as fecks to overcome every
obltacle, and does not remit its exertions, wllit any ob.
je& of conqueft remains, nothing fhert of the plenitude
of dominion, will {atisfy this curled demon: Therefore
liberty is on!y to be preferved by a due reironfibility in
the government, and by the conlint airention of the
people; whencver that refponfibility has been leffened,
or thi: attention remitted, in the fame degree has arbi-
trary fway prevailed. |

The celebrated Mente/7uizu has warned mankind of
the danger of an impiiit reliance on rulers; he fays,
that “ a perpetual jealoufy refpeéiing liberty, is ablo-
lutely requifite in ali free Rates,” and again, « that
flavery is ever preceeded by fleep.”

I fhall conclude this number with an extra& from =«
fpeech delivered by lord George Digéy, afterwards earl
of Briftel, in the Englifh parliament, on the tricnnial
bill in ths year 1641, viz. * It hath been a mazim a-
m::f the wifeft Jegiflator: that whoever means to jettle
good laws muft proceed in them, with a finifter opinion
of all mankind; and whofoever is not wicked, it is for
waat only of the opporiunity. It is that opportunity
of being ill, Mr. fpeaker, that we mult take away, if
ever we mean to be happs, which can ncver be done,
but by the frequency ot parliaments,

« No ftate can wifcly be confident of any public mi-
nifter’s continuing good longzr than the rod is held over
him.

« Let me appeal to all thofe that were prefent in this
houfe at the ag:tation of the petition of rights : and let
them tell themfelves truly of whofe promotion to the
management of public affairs do they think the genera-
Jity would, at that time, have had better bopes, d_un
of Mr. Nov, and ficr Thomas Wentworth ; both having
been at that time and in that bufine(s, as [ have heard,

moft keen and adlive patiiots, and the latter of thetg. te
the

tL.of C.
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the cternal aggravation of his infamous treachery to the
commonweth be it fpoken, the firft mover, and infift-
er, Lo have this claufe added to the petition of rights,
viz.

« That for the comfort and fafety of his fubje&s, his
majelty would te pleated to declare his will and plea-
fure, that all Lis minilters fhould ferve him according
to the laws and [lurutes of the reclm.

“ And yet, Mr, fpeaker, to whom row can all the
inundations ugon our liberties, under pretence of law,
and the late fhip-wreck at once of al! our property, be
attributed more than to Noy, and all thofe other mif-
chiefs whereby this monarchy hath been brought almoft
to the brink of deftruétion, fo much to any as to that
grand apoftate to the commonwealth, the new licute-

nant of Ircland, fir Thomas Wentworth? Let every
man but confider thefe men as once they were.®

Britifh Libertics, page 184 and 18;5.

CENTINEL
Philadelphia, Dec. 22, 1787.

CENTINEL
N UMBER VI
To the Peorte f PENNSYLV ANTIA.
Friends, Countrymen, and fellow Citizens,

HE admiring world lately beheld the fun of liber-
Aty rifen to meridian fplendor in this weltern he-
mifphere, whofe cheering rays began o difpel the gloom
of even tranfatlantic defpotifm; the pagriotic mind, en-
raptured with the glowing fcenc, fondly anticipated an
univerfal and eternal day to the orb of freedom; but
the horrifon is already darkened, and the glooms of fla-
very threaten to fix their cmpire. How traafitory are
the bleffings of this life! Scarcely have four years clapf-
ed fince thefe United States, refcuced from the domi-
nation of foreign defpots, by the uncxampled heroifm

and
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and perfeverance of its citizens, at fuch great expence
of blood and treafure, when they are aboutto fall a
prey to the machinations of a profligate junto at home,
who, feizing the favourable moment, when the tempo-
rory and extiraordinary difficulties of the people have
thrown them off tlicir guard, and lulled that jealouty
of power fo cflential to the prefervation of freedom, have
been too fuccefsful in the facrilegions attempt; however
I am confident that this formidable confpiracy will end
in the confufion and infamy of its authors ; that, if ne-
ceflary, the avenging fword of an abufed people will
humble thefe afpiring defpots to the duit, and that their
fate, like that of Churles the Firlt of England, will de-
ter fuch attempts in future, and prove the confirmation
of the liberties of America uvntil time fhall be no more.
One would imagine, by the infolent condu& of thofe
harpics of power, they had already triumphed over the
liberties of the people ; that the chains were rivetted,
and tyranny c@tablifhed. They tell us all farther oppo-
fition will be in vain, as this Rate has paffed the Rubi-
con. Do they imzgine the freemen ot Pennlylvania
will be thus trepanned out of their liberties ; that they
will fubmit without a firuggle ? They muft indeed be
inebriated with the luft ot dominion, to indulge fuck
¢himerical ideas. Will the a& of onme fixth of the peo-
ple, and this too, founded on deception and furprife,
bind the community. Is it thus that the altar of liberty
fo recently crimfoned with theblood of our worthies,
is it to be proftrated, and defpotifm reared on its ruins ?
Certainly not. Yhe folemn mummery that has been
afing in the name of the people of Pennfylvania, will
be treated with the deferved contempt , it has ferved,
indeed, 1o expofc the principles of the men concerned,
and todrawa line of difcrimination between the real
and affc@led patriots.
ed with an aigh opinion of the underflanding
and fpirit of my fellow citizens, I have in no ftage of
this bufinefs entertained a doubt of its eventual defeat;
the momentary delufion, ariing {rom an unreferved
confidence -placed in fome of the chara&ers whofe names
fan&ioned this fcheme of power, did not difcourage me:

1 ferefaw that this blind admiration would difcover ity
native deformity. Already
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Already tke enlightened pen of patricti.m, aided by
an able public difcuifion, has difpelled the mift of de-
ception, and the grecat body of the people are awaken-
ed to a dae fenfe of their danger, and are determined
to aflert their liberty, if neceflary, by the fword; but
thismean reed notto be recurred to, for who are their
enemies ? A junto, compoled of the lordly and high
minded gentry, of the prefligate and the needy office
hunters, of men, principally, who, in the late wur,

fkonlked from the common danger. Wounld fuch cha-
racters dare to face the majzity of a free people ? No :
All the confli@ would be between the offended jultice
and generofity of the people, whether thefe fiucrilegious
invaders of their deareft rights fhould fuffer the merit-
ed punithment, or efcape with an infamous contempt.

However, as additional powers are neceflary to Con-
grefs, the people will no doubt fee the expediency of
calling a convention for this purpofe as foen as may be,
by applying to their reprefentatives in aff>mbly, at their
next {cflion, to appoint a fuitable day tor the cle@ion of

fuch convention.
CENTINEL.
Philadelphia, Dec, 275th, 1787.

C ENTINE L
N UMZBER VI
To the PeorLe of PEN NSY LV ANTIA,
Fiiends, Cou;myueu, and fellow-citizens,

NDER the beniga influence of liberty, this coun-
try, fo recently a rugged wildernefs, and the atode

of favages and wild bealts, has attained to a degree of
improvement and greatne's, in lefs than two ages, of
which hitlory furnifhes no parallel ; it is here that ha-
man nature may be viewed in all itg glory, man aflumes
the Ration dcfigned him by the creation, a happy equa-
lity and independency pervades the community ; it is

here the human mind, untrammelled by the rcﬁrai?ts
°
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of arbitrary power, expands every faculty : as the fleld
to fame and riches is apen to all, it fimulates univerfal
exertion and exhibits a lively pi@ure ot emulation, in.
duftry and happinefs.  The unfortunate and opprefled
of all nations fly to rhis graud alylum, where liberty ig
ever prote®ed, and induftry crowned with fuccefs.

Bat as itis by comparifon only, that men efimate
the value of any good, they arc not fenfible of the worth
of thefe bleffings they enjoy until they are deprived of
them; hence, trom ignorance of the horrorsof flavery,
nations that have been in poffeffion of that rareft of blel-
fings, liberty, have fo eafily pa~ted with it: W en
groaning under the yoke of tyranny, what perils would
they not encounter, what confideration would they not
give to regain the ineltimable jewel they had loft; bur.
the jealoufy of defpotifm guards every avznue to free-
dom, and confirms its empire at tha expence of the de-
voted people, whofe property is made inftrumeacal to
their mifery; for the rapacious hand of power fcizes up-
on every thing, defpair prefently fucceeds, and every
noble faculty of the mind being deprefl=d, and all mo-
tive to induftry and exertion being removed, the people
are adapted to the nature of the government, and drag
ount a liftlefs exiltence.

If ever America fhould be enflaved, it will be from
this caunfe, that they are oot fenfible of their peculiar
felicity, that they are not aware of the value of the hea-
venly boon committed to their care and protetion; and
if the prefent confpiracy fails, as I have no doubt will
‘be the cafe, it will be the triumph of reafon and.phiio-
fophy, as thefe united ftates have never felt che iron
hand of power, or experienced the wretchednefs of fla-
very.

The confpirators againft our liberties have prefumed
too much on the maxim, that nations do not take the
alarm, until they tecl oppreffion. The enlightened ci-
tizens of America have, on two memorable occifions,
convinced the tyrants of Europe, that they are endued
with the facolty of firefight, that they will feduloufly
guard againft the firlt introdu&@ion of tyranny, however
fpeciounfly glofled over, or whatcver appearance it may
aflume: It was not the mere amount of the dutv om

ftamps,



[ 14 ]

Ramps, or tea, that America oppofed ; they were eon- -
fidercd as fignals of approaching defpotifm, as prece-
dents whereon the {uperftrucure of arbitrary fway was
to be reared.

Notwithftanding fuch illuftrious evidence of the geod
fenfe and {pirit of the people of thefe united Rates, and
contrary to all former experience of mankind, which
demonftrates, tiat itis enly by gradual and impercepti-
blc degrees that nations have hitierto been enflaved, ex-
cept in cafe of conquelt by the fword ; the authors of the
prefent confpiracy ars attempting to feize upon abfolute

wer at one grafp; impatieat of dorainion, they have
adopted a decifive line of condu&, which if fuccefsful
would obliterate every trace of liberty. I congratulate
my fellow citizcns, that the infatuated confidence of
their enemies has (o Llindcd their ambition, that their
defeat muft be certain znd cafy ; if imitzgting the refined
policy of fuccefsful duipots, they had attacked the cita-
dcl of liberty by fap, and gradually underainsd its out-
works, they would have food a fairer chance of effe@-
ing their defign; but in this enlightened age thus rafh-
ly to attempt o carry the fortrefs by ftorm, is iolly in-
deed. They kave even expofed fome of their batteries
prematureiy, and thereby vnfolded every lateat view;
for the unlimited power of taxation wculd alone have
been amply fuifizient for evcry purpofe; by a proper
application of this, the will and pleafure of the rulers
would of courfe have beccme the fupreme lawof the
Jand; thercfore there was no ule in peurtraying the ulti-
mate objedt, by fuperadding the form to the reality of
fupremacy in the following claufes, viz. that which im-
powers the new congrefs to make all laws that,may be
neceflary and proper for carrying into execution any cof
their powers by virtne of which evecy poflible law will
be conflitutional, as they are to be the fole judges of the

_propriety of fuch laws; thatwhich ord:zins that their
a@s thall be the fupreme law of the iand, any thing in
the Jaws or conftitution of any fate to the contrary not-
withltanding ; that which gives comgrefs the ablolute
controul over the time and mode of ks appointment and
cle@tion, whereby, independent of any other means; they
w3y cfablith hercdicary defpotifm; that which a.utho-
rifes
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tifes them to keep on foor ar all times a Randing army ;
and that which {ubje@s the militia to ab{olute command.
Aud 0 accelerate the fubjugaticn of the people, trial by
Jury in civil cafcs, and the hberty of the prefs are abo-
lithed.

So flagrant, fo andacious a confpiracy ~gainft the li-
bcrtiesofta free people, is without precedent ;3 mankind
in the darkeit ages, have ncver been fo infulted—even
thes tyrants found it neccflary 1o pay fome refpe& to
the babits and celings of the peoile ; and nothing but
- the name of a Wal{;ngton cquld have occafioned a

wmoment'slefitation about the nature of the new plan,
or faved its authors fro:» the execration and vengeance
of the people, which eventually will prove an aggrava-
tion of their treafon, tor America will refent the impo-
fition praQifed upon tl:c unfuipicious zeal of Mer il/uflri-
ous doliverer, and iindicate her chara@er from the af-
perfions of thefe enewics of her happinefs and fame.

The advocates of this plan have artfully attempted
to veil over the true nature and principles of it, with
the names ot thofe refpe@able chara&ers that by con-
fummate cunning and addrefs they have prevailed upon

“to fign ic, and what ought to conviice the people of
the deception and excite their appreherfions, is, that
with every advantage which cducation,  the fcience ot-
ronment, and ot law, the knowledge of hiftory, and
fuperior talents and endowments furnilh the authors and
advocates of this plan, they have, trom its publication,
exerted all their power ane'j influcnce to prevent all Jif-
cuffion of the fubje®, and when this could not be pre-
veajed, they have craftantly avoided the ground of ar-
t, and recurred to declamation, fophiliry, and
perfonal abufe, but principally relied upon the magic of
mames. Would this lave been their conduft, if their
caufe bad besn a good one ? No : they wou'!d have in-
vited veftigation, and coavinced the underltandings of
the people. ' ' '

Bat fuch policy izdicates great ignorance of the good
fenfc and fpirit of the people ; for if the funQion of
every convention throughout the union was obtained
by the mecans thefe men are pra8ifing, yet their trivmph
would be momentary, the favorite objc8@ would fill

’ B * ' clude
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clude their grafp, for a governm:nt founded on fraud
and deception could not be maintzined without an army
fuliciently powerful to compel fubmiffion, which the
awell-born of America could not fpeedily accomplith.
However, the complexion of feveral of the more confi-
derable Rates does not promife even this point of fuc-
cefs. The Carolinas, Virginia, Maryland, New-York,
and New-Hamplhire, have, by their wifdom in taking a
longer time to deliberate, in all probability faved them-
felves from the difgrace of becoming the dupes of this
gilded bait, as experierte will evince, that it necd only
be properly examined to be execrated and repulfed.
The merchant, immerfed in fchemes of wealth, fel-
dom extends his view beyond the immediate obje of
gain ; he blindly purfues his feeming interef, and fees
not the Jatent mifchief; therefore it is, that he is the
Jaft to take the alarm, when public liberty is threatened.
This may account for the infituation of fome of our
merchants, who, elated with the imaginary profpe& of
an improved commerce under the new government,
overlook all danger ; they do not confider that com-
merce is the handmaid of liberty, a plant of free growth
that withers under the hand 8f defpotifm, that cvery
concern of individuals will be facrificed to the gratifica-
tion of men in power, who will inftitute injurious mo-
nopolies, and fhackle commerce with every devicé of
avarice ; and that property of every fpecies will be held
at the will and pleafure of rulers.
- If the nature of the cale did not give birth (0 thefe
well founded apprehenfions, the principles and chara8ers
of the authors and advocates of the meafure oughe.
View the monopolizing fpirit of the principal of them
See him converting a Bank inftituted for the common
benefit, to his own and creatures emolument, and by
the aid thereof controuling the credjt of the ftate, and
direQing the mealures of government. View the vaffal.
age ot our merchants, the thraldom of the city of Phi.
Jadelphia, and the extin&ion of that fpirit of indepen.
dency in moft of its citizens, fo cflential to freedom.
View this Coloffus attempting the grafp to commerce
of America, and meeting with a fudden repulfe ; in
the midR of his immenfc career receiving a fhock that
' threatens
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threatens his very exifleace. View the defperate fortunes
of many of his coadjutors and dependents, particularly
the bankrupt fituation of the principal inftrament under
the great man in promoting the new government, whoie
fuperlative arrogsnce, ambition, and rapacity, wou'd
need the fpoils of thoufands to gratify. View his tower.
ing afpe&, he would have no bounds of comp:fion for
the opprefled, he would overlook all their fufferings.
Recolle& the Rrenuous and unremitted exertions of thete
men, for years paft, to defiroy .our admirable conftitu-
tion, whofe obje@ is, to fecure equal liberty and ad-
vantages to all, and the great obflacle in the way of
their ambitious fchemes, and then anfwer, Whether 1hefe
apprebenfions are chimerical ; whether fuch claraller;
will be lefs ambitions, lefs avaricious, morc mcderate,
cvbesn the privileges, property, amd every concerm of she
pecple of the United States fhall be at their mercy, when
they fhall be in poffefion of abfelnte fvay.
CENTINEL,

Pbhiladelphia, Dec, 275th, 1787.
M

CENTINEL
N UMBER IX

To the Perorre of PE N NSYLV A NI A,
F:iends, Countrymen, and fllow-citizens,

OU have the pecrliar felicity of living under the
moft perfe@ fyRem of local government in tle
world ; prize then this invaluable ble ng as it deferve . ;
fuffer it not to be wrefted from you, and the fcourge of
defpotic power fubRituted in its place, undir the ffpe-
cious pretence of velting the gencial government of the
United States with neceflary power ; that this would be
the inevitable confequence ct the eflabliftment of the
new conflitaticn, the leaft confideration of its nature and
tendency is fu cient to convince every unprejgd‘i!ced
mind.
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mind. [f yon were fufliciently imprefled with your pre-
fent fuvored fitu ttion, | ihculd have no doubt ot a pro-
per dzcifion of the queftica W difcuffien.

Thz highelt illuitration of the excellence of the con-
flicu‘ion ot this commenwealth, is, that from its firft
cltablithmenty, th: ambditions and profligate have been
united in & conttant canfp racy to deftroy it ; fo fenfi-
ble are th=y thet it is their great eneiny, that it is the
great palladium ot equal liberty, and the property of the
people from the rapacious hand of power : the annals ot
u.ankind do not furnith 4 nore glorious inltance of the
triumph of parriotitm ovir the lult ot ambition, aided
by molt of the wealth ot the Rate. The few general-
ly prevail o.er the many Ly unitormity of council, un-
remitted and perfevering excrtion, and {uperior intorm-
ation and addrefs; but :n Peanfylv nia, the reverfe has
haopened ; here the ave//-borm have been baflted in all
their efiorts to proftrats the altar ot liberty for the pur-
pofe ot fubitit ting their own infolcut 1way, thac would
degradc the freemen ot this Rateinto fervile dependence
upon the lordiy and great : howewer, itis not the naturg
ot ambition 1o be diflouraged ; itis ever ready to im-
prove the ficlt oppoctunity to rear its bancful head, and
with irritated fury to wreak its vingeance on the vota<
ries of Jiberty. 4

‘The prefent confpiracy is a contipental exertion of
the awel/-bsrn of America to obuain that d.irling domi-
nation, which th2y have not becn able 10 accotoplifh in
tacir retpe@ive ftates. OF what complexion were the
deputics ot this ftate inthe general convention ? Six out
of eight wcre the inveterate enemies of our ineftimable
conttiztion, and the principles ot tha:gfaltion that for
ten years palt have kepe the people in' continual alarm
tor their libertics. Who are the advocates of the new
conltitution in this ftate ? They confift cf the fame fa8i-
on, with the addition of a few deluded well-meaning
- men,- but whofe number is daily lefl:ning.

Tae confpirators have come . rward at 2 moft fayor-
able conjunfiwre, when the ftate of public aflsirs haslulled
all jealouly 0 power : emboldencd by the fan&lion of
the auguil name of a WHafiiryton that they have profli-
tured their purpofe, they have prefumed to overlzap ;he

uiua



[ 109 1}

ulual gradations to ablolute pow:r, and have attempted
to feize at once upon the fupremacy of dominion. The
new inltrument of governmeni does indeed make a 1al-
lacious parade of fome remaining privileges, and inful-s
the underitandings of the people with the femblance of
liberty in fome of its artfui and deceptive claufes,
which form but a flim(y veil over the reality of tyrauny,
fo weakly endeavoured to be concealed from the eye of
freedom. For, of what avail are the {ew inedcquate
fipaulations in favor of the rights of the pcople, when
they may be cffcQually countera@ed and dcltroyed by
virtue of other claufes ; when thefe enable the rulers to
renounce all dependence on their conftituents, and ren-
der the latter tenants at will of every concern ? The
new coullitution is in fa@ a carte blancke, a fucrcnder
at difcretion to the will and pleafure of our ruleis; as
this has been demounftrated to be the cafe, by the invef-
tigation and difcuflion that have taken place, I truft the
fame good fenfe and (pirit which have hitherto enabled
the people to triumph over the wiles of ambition, will bs
again exerted for theis falvation, Tre accounts from
various parts of the couatry carrefpond with my warm-
eft hopes, and jullity my early predi@tionsof the eventual
defeat of this fcheme of power and ofice making.

The genius of liberty has founded the alirm, 2nd the
dormant fpirit of her votarics is reviving with enthubi-
aftic ardor; the likc unanimity which torruerly diflin-
guilhed them in their confli& with forign deipots, pro-
mife to crown their virtuous oppolirion on the prefent
occafion, with fignal fuccefs. . The ftru@ure ot dzipo.
tifm that has been reared ia this ftate, vpon deception
and furprife, will vanifh like the bafelets fabric ct a
dream, and leave not a trace behind.

The perafites and tools of power in Northamptca
eounty ought to take warning from the fate ot ihe Car-
iifle junto, le@ like them, they experience the ref:ntment
of aa injured people. I would advile them not to repeac
the impofition of a fet of fallacious refolutious as the
fjenle of that county, when in fa&, it was the a& of a
defpicable fow, with Alexander Patterion at theis head,
whofe atchicve:nents at Wyoming, as the mean=r nitru-
ment of unfecling avarice, have rendered infimonily no.

teiious
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torius; but yet. like the eleQion of a Mr. Sedgwick for
the little town of Stockbridge, whieh has been adduced
as evidence of the unanimity of the weltern counties of
Mafiachufetts fRate in favour of the new conftitution,
when the fa& is far otherwife, this aQ of a few individu.
zls will be founded forth over the continent as a tefti-
mony of the zealous attachment of the county of North-
ampton to th. new conflitution. By fach wretched and
moumentary deceptions do thele harpies of power endea-
vour to give the contplexion of Rrength to their caufe.
To prevent the dete&ion of fuch impofitions, to prevent
the refl:&iun of the rays of light from Rate so Qate,
which producing general tHumination, would diffipate
*he mill of deception, and thereby prove futal to the new
coaftizution, all intercourfe between the patriots of A-
mcrica is as far as poflible cut off; whilft on the other
hand, the confpirators have the moft ¢xa& information,
a common conccrt is every where evident, they move in
uwnifon. There is {o much mylery in the condu& of
thefe men, fuch fritematic de tion, and fraud, cha-
ra&erifes all their meafures, fuch extraordinary folici-
tude fhewn by them to precipitate and furprife the peo-
ple into a blind and implicit adoption of this goverament
that it ouzht to excite the moft alatming apprehenfions
in the minds of all thofe who think their privileges, pro-
perty and weltare, worth fecaring.

I: is a fa& that can be citablithed, that during almoft
the whole of the time that the late coawention of this
{tate were affcmbled, the newf-papers publifhed in New-
York, by Mr. Greenleaf, which contain the eflays writ-
ten there againft the new government, fuch as the pa-
triotic ones of Brutus, Cincinnatus, Cato, &c. fent as
ufual by the printer of that place, to the printers of this
city, milcarried in their conveyance, which prevented
the re-publication in this ftate, of many of thefe pieces,
and fince that period great irregularity prevails; and [
Rand informed, that the printers in New-York complain -
that the free and independent newfpppers of this city do
no: come to hand; whiiit on the contrary, we find the
devoted vebicles of de(potiim pafs uninterrapted. I
would afk what is the mzaning of the nsw arrangement
at the poft-ofice, which abridges the circulation of newf-

pan-rs
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pers at this momentous crifis, when our every concern
is dependent upop a proper decifion of the fubje® in dif-
cuflicn. No trivial excofe wil be admiued; the Centi-
nel will, as from the firk approach of defpotifm, warn
his count:ymen of the infidious and bafe Rratagems that
are praQifing to hoodwink them out of their liberties,

The more [ confider the marcuvres that are pradtifing,
the more am I alarmed—forefecing that the juggle can-
not long be concealed, and that the fpirit nf" the people
wil not brook the impofition, they have guarded, as
they fuppofe, againft any danger arifing from the oppo-
fition of the people, and rendered their fRruggles-for li-
berty impotent and ridiculous, What otherwife is the
meaning of difarming the militia, for the purpofe, asit
is faid, of repairing their mufquets at fuch a particular
period? Does not the timeing of the meafure determine
the intenticn. [ was ever jealous of the felc@ militia,
confifting of infantry and troops of horfe, inflituted in
this city, and in fome of the counties, without the fanc-
tion of law, and oficered principally by the d:voted in-
- fruments of the well born, although the illuftrious pa-
triccifm of one of them, has not corre(pondcd with the
imtentioa of appoiating him. Are not thefe corps pro-
vided 10 fupprefs the firk efforts of freedom, aud 1o
check the fpirit of the people until a regular and fuffici-
ently powerfol military force fhall be embodied to rivet
the chains of flavery oa a deluded nation. \Vhat con-
firms thefe apprehenfions, is the declaration of a certzin
major, an alive infrument in this bufinefs, and the echo
of the principal confpirators, who has faid, he thou!d
deema the cuttng off of five thoulund men, as a fmall 14-
criice, a cheap purchafe, for the eflablithment of the

pew conflitution.
CENTINEL.
Philadelphia, Jan. g, 1788.
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T HE

CONSTITUTION,

AGREED ON BY THE

GENERAL CONVENTION,

Seventeenth of September, 1787, at Philadelphia,
—mmmet RNt

We the people of the United States, in order to form a
more perfell union, efiablifb juflice, infure domeflic tran-
quility, provide for the common defence, promite the geme-
ral welfare, and [ecure the bleffings of libarty to onrfelves
and our poflerity, do ordaim and ¢flalblifb sbis Conflisution
Jor the United States of America, :

ARTICLE I
LL legiflative powers herein granted fhall be velt-
ed in a Congrefs of the United States, which fhall
confift of a fenate and houfe of reprefeatatives.

Sec. 2. The houfe of reprefegtatives fhall be compol-
ed of members chofen every fecond year by the people
of the feveral Rates, and the ele@ors in each ftate thall
have ie qualifications requifite for ele@ors of th: moft
Dnumerous branch of the ftate legiflature.

No pérfon fhall be a reprefcntative who fhall not have
attained to the age cf twenty-five years, and been feven
years a citizen of the United States, and who fhall not,
when cle@ed, be an inhabitant of that fate in which he
fhall te chofen,

_ Reprefentatiyes, and dire&t taxes, fhall be apportion-

ed among the j:veral fates which may be included

within this union, according to their refpeQive nn:_nb:rs,
: whic
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which fhall be determined by adding te the whole
number of free perfons, including thofe bound to fer-
vice for a term of years, and excluding Indians not tax-
ed, three-fifths of all other perfons. The afual enu-
meration fhall be made within three years after the firlt
meeting of the Congrefs ot the Usited States, and with-
in every fubfequent term of ten years, in fuch manner
as they fhall by law dire®. The number of reprefenta-
tives fhall not exceed ome for every thirty thoufand, but
cack ftate fhall have at lealt oume reprefentative ; and
watil fach enumeration fhall be made, the ftate of New-
Hampthire thail be enticled to choofe three; Maflachu-
fetts eight, Rhode-Illand and Providence Plantations
one, Conneicut five, New-York fix, New- Jerfey four,
Pennfylvania eight, Delaware one, Maryland fix, Virgi-
nia ten, North-Carolina five, South-Carolina five, and
Georgia three.
Wbhen vacanciss happen in the reprefentation from anmy
Slate, the executive authority thereof fball iffue writs of
eleition to Sl fuch vacancies,

Tbe brufe of reprefentatives fhall choofe their fpeaker and
other officers, and fhall bave the fole power of impeacbment.

SeQ. 3. The fenate of the United States fhall be com-
Pofed of twe [enators from cach flate, chofen by the legifla-
tare theresf, for fix years ; ind each fenator fhall bave
oRne vole. ,

Immeciately after they fhall be afembled in confequence
of the firfR election, they fball be divided as equally as may
be inteo three claffes. The [eats of the [emators of the firft
clafs fball be vacated at the expiration of the fecond year ;
of the fecond clafs at the expiration of the fourth year ;
and of the third clafs at the expiration of the fixth year :
Jo that cne third may be chefcs every fecond year : and if
vacancies bappen by refignation or otherwife, during the
recefi of the legiflature of amy fate, the executive thereof
wmay make lemporary appointments until the next meeting
of the legiflature, wbich fhall then jll/{ub vacascies,

N> pesfon fhall be a fenatcr whe fhall not bave attain-
ed te the age of thirty years, and been nine years a citi-
zen of the United States, and wko fhall not, awben elefled,
be an inbabilant of that flate for which be fball be chofen.

Tbe vice-prefident of the United States fball be prefi-
dent of the fenate, but foall bave mo vote snlefs they be
equally dicided 4 T
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The femate fhall cbao/} their cther ¢%zers, and alfo 4
’re/:j—-nl pro '..npore in the abjence s the vice prefident,
or wwhen he fhill exercife the office of prefident of the
U sited States.

The fenate fhull bawe the fole porser to try all impeach-
wments. When fitting for that purpufe they fball be on
oath or affirmation. When the prefident of the United
Stases is tried, the chief juflice fhall prefids : and no per-
fon fhall be convidted awithout the concurremce of two-
thipds of the members prefznt.

Fulgment in cafes of impeachment, fhall not extend ﬁcr-
sher than to removal from office, and difguclification tc held
and enjoy any office of - homor, trufi, or profit, under toe
Unsicd States ;5 but the parly convilled [hall nevertholefs
be liable and fubjec to indictment, trial, judgment and
punifbment according to (aw.

Se@. 4. The times,places, andmarner of bilding elec-
tions for [:nators and reprejonluiiies, g0 d be nro/crwed
in cach flute by the tegiil Tare i cof 1 tut th uw;grej:
may,at an; tine, oy lasv mt’ er ultir jJ:L: roguiarions,
except as t the oo i _.'.".- Flematars,,

Ttre C. :grc'j.rf'n..fl dpenilc at u..:ft JLCe 1% ETELY yEar,
aud fu:’ w:etiv: et ' en te ‘ﬁr,? Aonday in Decems
bery, inle)s trc: ’3:" bodase appoin’ o .','.'-.»r"t day,

S:a. 5. Eacn b i thatl be tre fu o0 0p the elefions,
stures, 1 o l/lu PEAT S £ VN AN TIPY SR 31 P fh'(".l, and a ma-
Ferily :i cach -n'.'! IRV ZET SR Gcaorim o do bnyfr:ej},

but a ln"z"'-"' by L an,.Jrn /rou dl} to da}, lﬂd
may be auth: PElcd b compel tre attendance of abjent meme
bers, in [uci svanner, and under fuch penmaltics, as each
Louf> may provide.

Each bovj: vy 3 tcriaive the rales of its proceedings,
pantfi. i1 mewkers for diferderly bebaviour, and, with the
‘concurresce of tewo-thicd:, expel a-member.

Each bou, [hal: &vc* a journal of .its pncediag:, and
Jrem time 1o tiree pu .y the ﬁmu. excepting fuch parts
as may, in t!oir judgrient, require fecrecy ; and the yeas
crd nays or tre wmcméers of cither boufe, on any QUgﬂfcl,
Shaii, at the d:fire of ome fifth of mye prefent, be extered
oxt-e yrurnal.

Neitser boule, darimg the f[e ﬁm of Congrefs, fhall,
<witient the confint of tk other, adjourn for more tham

three
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three days, mor t2 any wther place than that in which the
twe boufes fhall be frrting,

Se¢f, 6, The {enators and reprefentatives fhall re-
ceive a compenfation far their fervices, to be afcertained
by law, and paid out of the treifurvy ot e United
States. They fhall, in all cafes, cxeep: treaton, t:lony,
and breach oi the peace. be privilcgcd trom arreft du-
ring their attendance at the feffion of their retpc&ive
houfes, and i going to, and r.turning {rom the fame
and for any fpeech or debate in cither houfe, tl s fhall
not be queitioned in any other place. |

No fenator o: reprefentative fhall, during the timr ‘er
which he was cle@ed, be appointed tc any civi: . dce
undcr the authority of the United States, wiich fhall
have beema crcated, or the emoluments whercofl fhall
have been encreafed during fuch time ; and no perfon,
holding any cfice under the United States, fhall be «
member of ecither houte duricy Lis coatinuance in of-
ﬁceo ’

Sed. 7. All bills for raifing revenue fhall criginaia
in the houfe of reprefentatives ; but the fenate
wmay propof¢ or concur with amendments as on othet
bills, |

Every bill, which fhall have pafled the Lkoug: of re-

) tatives and the fenate, fhall, before it become a
Jaw, be prefented tothe preflident of the United States;
if he approve, he fazil fign it, but if not, he fh.ll re-
tarn it, with his obje@ions, to that boufc in which it
fhall haye originated, who fhall en‘er the objc@ions at
Jarge om their journal, and proceed to reconfider it.—
18, after fuch re-confideration, two-thirds of that houfe
fhall agree to pafs the bill, it fhall be fent, together with
the obje&ions, to the other houfe, by which it fhall be
re-confidered, and, if approved by two-thirds of that
houfe, it fhall become 2 Jaw. Bat in all fizch cafes the
votes of bath honfes fball be determined by yeas and
nays, and the pames of the perfonsvoting far and againtt
the bill fhall be entered on the journal of each houfe
refpeQively. If any bill GQall npt be returned by the
ﬁ:ﬁ;ﬁdem within ten days (Sundays excepted) atter it

all have been prefented to him, the fume (hall be a
law in like manner as if he had figned it, unlefs the

Congrefs,
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Congrefs, by their adjournment, prevent its return, in
which cale it fhall not be a law. - -

Every order, refolution, or vote, to which the concur-
rence of the fenate and houfe of reprefentatives may be
neceflary (except on 2 queftion of adjournment) fhall be
prefented to the prefident of the United States : and be-
fore the fame fhall take effe&, fhall be approved by him,
or, being difapproved by him, fhall be repafled by two-
thirds ot the fenateand houfe of reprefentatives, accord.
in :;: the rules and limitations prefcribed in the cafe of
3 . '

Sel2. 8. The Congrefs fhall have power,

To lay and colle@ taxes, duties, impofts, and excifes,
to pay the debts-and provide for the common defence
and general welfare ot the United States ; but all duties,
- impolts, and excifes, thall be uniform throughout thé
United States ; ' - i

To borrow money op the credit of the United
States; - ooy e

To seoviate commerce with foreign nations, apd a-
Tong the icveral ftates, and with the Indian tribes; *

To eftablith an uniform rule of naturalization, and
uniform laws on the fubje@ of bankruptcics throughout
the United States; ‘ '

" To coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of fo-
;eign coin, and fix the Randard of weights and mea.
ares ; el veaneh : !
 To provide for the punifhment of countetfeiting the
fecurities and current coin of the United States; '

To eftablifh poft-offices and poRt roads ; C

To te the progrefs of fcience and ufeful arts,
by fecuring, for limited times, to authors aad inventors,
the exclufive right to their refpedive writings and dils
eoveries ; B - T
To conflitute tribunaly inferior to the fopreme
court ; . o

To define and punith piracies and felonies committed
on the high feas, jand offences egainl the law of na-
- tions ; - |

To: declare war, grant letters of marque and re-
prifal, and make rules concerning captures on land 2.4
water; ) ' | ' '!'
)
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To raifc and fupport armies, but no appropriation
of moncy to that ufe fhall be for a longer term than
Lwo years ; . ' '

" To provide and maintain a nayy ;

‘To make rules for the government and regulation of
the land and navil forces ; .

""T'p ‘pravide for calling forth the militia to execute the
laws of the union, fupprefs infurrcions, and repel in-
vafions ; | |

To provide for organizing, arming, and difciplining
the militia, and for governing fuch part of them as may
be employed in the fervice of the United States, referv-
infto the Rates refpe8ively, the appoindment of the of-
ficers, and the authority of training the militia accord-
ing to the difcipline preferibed by Comgre:s.

: exercife exclulive legifiation in all cales whatfoever
oyer fach dillri& mot cxceeding ten miles fquare) as may,
by ceffiln of parucular Rates, and the acceptance of con-

refs, become the feat of the goverpment of the united

tes, and to exercife like authority over all places por-
cha‘d by the confent of the legiffiture of the Rate in
which the fame fhall be, tor the ere&ion of forts, maga-
gines, arfenals, dock-yards, and othey ncedful -build.
ings;—And ' ’ .

" To make all laws which fhall be necefliry and proper
for carrying into execution the foregoing powers,
all other powers vefted by this conftitution in the govern-
ment of the united fates, or in any department or ofi-
cet thereof, ~ ' |

“3efl, 9. The migration or impoitation of fuch per-
fons, as any of thc {tates now exiiting fhall think proper
to admit, fhalt not be prohibited by the Congrefs prior
to the year ons thoufand cight hundred and cight, but
2 tax or duty may be impoled on fuch importation, not
cxceeding ten dollars for each perfon.

The privilege of the writ of abeas cirpus fhall not be
fufpended, unlefs when in cafes of rebellion or invafion,
th: pablic fatety may require it.

g?{ bill of attainder, or ex poff fafte law, fhall be
pafl=d. 4 :

* No capitation, or other dire& tax, fball be laidl..“un-
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Iefs in proporticn to the fenfus, cr enumeration, herein
bzfore dire@ed to be taken, ‘ .

No tax or daty fhall be 1aid*on arcicles exported from
any Rate. No preference {hall be given by any regula-
tion of comme: ce or revenue to the ports of one (ate
qver thofe af 210ther : Nor fhall veflels bound to, or from
one ftare, be obliged to enter, clear, or pay duties iR
another.

No money thall be drawn from the treafurv, but io

ueace »f appropriations made by law; ard a re-
gular Ratemcat and account of the receipts and expendi-
tures of all prblic money fhall be pyblithed from tine<o.
ume. -

No title of nobility fhall be granted by the United
Statcss And no perfon, holding any office of profit or
truf under them, fhall, wichout the confent of the con-
grefs, accept of any prefent, emolument, ofice, or title,
of any kind whatcver, from any king, prince, or foreiga
fate. .

SeZ, 10. Na flate thak eater into any treaty, alliance,
or conf:deration; grant letters of marque or reprifal;
coin money; emit bills of crediz; make any thing bug
gold or filver coin 2 tender in payment of debts; pafy
any bill of attainder, ex poff fac?o law, or law impairing
the obligation of contrads, oc grant any title of nobility,

No ftate fhall, without the conlent of the Congrefs,
Juy any impolls, or duties on imports, or exports, except,
what may be abfolutely ncceffary for executiag its in-

ion Jaws ; and the net produce of all daties and im-
poits, Jaid by any flate, on imports or exports, fhall be
for the ufe of the treafury of the United States; and all
fuch laws fhall be fubje& to the revifion and controul of
the Congrels. No flate fhall, without the conient of
Congrefs, lay any daty of tonnage, keep troops, or fhipg
of war, in time of peace, enter into any agreement or
compa& with another Rlate, or with a foreigh power, or
engage in war, unlefs aByally invaded, or in fuch immi-
aent danger as will not admit of delay.

ARTICLE"IL

Se. 1. The executive power fhall be velled in a pre-

fideat of the United States of America. He fhail hold his

ofice during the term of four years, and, together t;:ridt
e
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the vice-prefident, chofcn for the fame term, be eleQed
as follows:

Each Rate fFull appoint, in fuch manner as the legif-
lature thereof inay -ire@, a nt nber of ele ors, equal
to the whole number of fenators and reprefentatives to
which the Rate may be entitled in the Congrefs :but no
ferator or reprefentative, or perfon holding an office of
truft or profit under the United States, fhall be appoint-
ed an ele@or.

The cle®ors fhal) meet in their refpe@ive Rates, and
vote by ballot for two perfons, of whom one at leakk
fhall be an inhabitant of the fame Rate with themfelves.
And they fhall make a lik of all the perfons voted for,
and of the number of votes for each ; which lift
fhall fign and certify, and tranfmit,fealed, to the govern-
ment of the United States, dirc@cd to the prefident of

_the fenate. The prefident of the fenate fhall, in the

fence of the fenate and houfe of reprefentatives, dpen
all the certificates, and the votes fhall then be counted.
The perfon having the greatef number of votes fhall be
the prefident, if fach number be a majority of the whole
number of the cle@ors appointed ; and if there be more
than one who have fuch majority, and have an equal
number of votes, then the houfe of reprefentatives Rzll
immediatcly choofe, by ballot, one of them for prefi-
dent; and if no perfon have a miajority, then, from the
five highelt on the lift, the faid houfe fhall in like man-
ner, choofe the prefident. Bat in choofing the prefi-
dent, the votes fhall be taken by flates, the reprefenta-
tion from each Rate havicg one vote; a quorum for tih
purpofe fhall confilt of 2 member or members from two
thirds of the Rates, snd a majority of all the ftates fhall °
be neceflary to a choice. In every cafe, after the choice <
of the prefident, the perfon having the greateft number %
of votes of the cle@ors, fhall be the vice-prefident. Bat
if there thould remain two or more who have egual votes,
the fenate fhall choofe from them, by ballot, the vice-
prefidcnt.

The Congrefs may determine the time of choofing the
tleBors, and the day on which they fhall give cheir votes;
which day fhall bs the fame throughout the United
States. N

o

£
g
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No perfon, except a natural born citizea, or a ciiizen
of the United States at the time of the adoption of this
conllitution, fhall be eligible to the office of prefident §
aeither fhull au; perfon be cligible to that office, who
Sall not 'have attained to the age of thirty-five years,
zd been fourteen years a refident within the united

tes.

In cafe of the removal of the prefiden: from office, or
of his death, refignation, or inability te diicharge the
powers and duties of the faid office, the fame fhall de-
volve on the vice-prefident, and the Congrels may, by
Jaw, provide for the cafe of removal, death, refignati.
oa, or inability, both of the prefident and vice-prefi-
dent, declaring what officer fhall then a& as prefident;
and fuch officer fhall a& accordingly, until the difability
be removed, or a prefident fhall be ele@ed.

The prefident fhall, at ftated times, receive for his
fervices a compenfation, which fhall neither be encreaf-
ed nor diminifhed during the period for which he fhall
have been cleQed, and he fhall not receive, withia that
period, any other emolument from the United States, or
any of them.

Before he enters on the execution of his cffice, he fhall
take the following oath or ;.dirmation:

1 do folemnly fwear, or affirm, that I will faithfully
execate the officeof p:zfident of the United States,and will;
t0 the b¢ft of my albility, preferve, protcil, and defend the
conflitation of the United States.”

Seéd. 3. The prefident fhall be commander in chief of
the srmy and navy of the United Scates, and of the mili-
tia of the feveral Rates, when called into the a&ual fer-
vice of the United States ; he may require the opinion, in
wriling, of the principal officer in each of the cxecutive
departments, upon any fubjea relating to the duties of
their refpe@ive offices, and he fhall-have power to grant
repricves aad pardons jor offences againft the United
States, except in cafes of impeachment.

He fhall have power, by and with the advice and con-
feat of the fenate, to make treaties, provided two thirds
of the fenators prefent concur; and he fhall nominate,
and by and with the advice and confcnt of the fenate,
fhall . appoint ambaffadors, other public miniflers, and

confuls,
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confuls, judges of the fupreme court, and all oth-r of-
ficers of the Uaited Stateg, whole appointments ar: not
herein otherwife provided for, and which thl be «it4-
blithed by law: But the Cangrefs may, by luw, vcit the
appoiatment of fuch inferior officers, as they think pro-
per, in the prefidens alone, in the courts of law, o:in
the heads of departments.

The prefident fhall have power to #ll up all vacinci:s
that may happen during th: reccfs ot the fenate, by
granting commiffions which fhall expire at the end of
their next fefhion.

Sec?, 3. He fhall, from time to time, give to the Coa.
grefs information ot the ltate of the unton, and rccom.
mend to their confideration tuch mealfures as he thall
judge neceffary and expedient ; he may, on extraordina-
ry occafions, convenc both houfes;, or either f them,
and in cafc of difagrecement between them, wirh refpe&
to the time of adjournment, he may adjoura them 19
fuch time as he fhall think proper; he fhall receive am-
bafladors and other public minifters; he fhafl take care
that the laws be faithfully execcuted, and fhall commidl-
on all the officers of the United States.

Sed. 4. The prefident, vice-prefidert, and all civil
officers of the United States fhall be rem-ved from office
on impeachment tor, and conviion of treafon, bribery,
or other high crimes and mifdemeancrs.

ARTICLE IIL

8.2. 1. The judicial power of the United States fhall
be velted in one fupreme court, znd in " h inferior
courts as the Congre(s may, trom t'me to time, . .in
and eftablith. The judges, both o the (upreme and in-
ferior courts, thall hold th:ir offices luring zood behavi-
our, and fhall, at ftated times, receive for theic fervices,
a compentation which thall not he diminifhed during
their continuance in « fice.

S-. 2. The judicial power fhall extend to all cafes,
in law and equity, arifing under this conftitution
the laws of the United Staics, and treaties made, or
which fhallbe made, under th:ir anthority ; to all cates
aff:@ing ambafladore, other public minilters, and con-
fals ; to all cafes of admirly ~ad maritime juri{di ion;
te controverfizs to which the Uaited States fhall be a

Q party ;



[ 102 ]}

p.1'y; to cemtroverfics between two or more flates, be.
tween a {tate and citizeas ot another flate, betwcen citie-
zens of diffcrent flotes, between citizens of the fame Rtate
claiming lands under the grants of different flates, and
between a ftate, or tle citizens thercof, and foreign
ftates, citizens, or fubjcs.

In all cates aff &ing ambafladors, other public miai-
flers, and confuls, and thofe in which a QRate fhall be
party, the fupreme court fhall have original jurifdiQion.
In ail other cafes before mentioned, the fupreme court
fhall have appellate jurifdi@tion, both as to Jaw and fa&,
with fuch exceptions, and under fuch regulations as the
Congrefs fhall make,

The trial of all crimes, except in cafes of impeach-
meat, fhall be by jury ; and fuch trial (hall be held in
the tate where the laid crimes fhall have been commit-
ted ; but when not committed within any ftate, the trial
$}:211 be at fuch place or places as the Congrefs may by
Jaw have dire@ed. . |

Sc?. 3. Treafon againft the United States thall con-
fift only in levying war againft them, or in adbering to
their eneaics, giving them aid and comfort. No per-
fon fhall be convi@led of treafon unlefs on the teflimony
of two witneflcs to the fame overt a&, or on confeflion
in open court.

The Congrefe ftall have power to declare the punifh-
ment of treafon, but no attainder of creafon fhall work
corruption of blood, or forfciture, except during the
life of the perfon attainted.

ARTICLE IV.

Se?. 1. Full faich and credit fhall be given in each
Rate to the public als, records, and judicial proceedings.
of cvery other ftate. And the Congrefs may, by gene-
ral laws, prefcribe the manner in which fuch ads, re-
cords, and proc.edings fhall be proved, and the cffe@
thereof. - -

Sect. 2. Thecitizens of each Rate fhall be entitled
to all privileges and immunities of citizens in the feve-
ral Rates. .

A perfon, charged in any Rate with trea..n, felony,
or other crime, who fhall flee from juftice, and be found
ia any other Rate, fhall,on demand of the cxccttltltlvg au-

) ority




{ 133 )

shority of the flate frcm which he fled, be deliver-
ed up, to be removed to the Rate having juridcnoa -t
the crime,

No perfon, held to fervice or labour in one f:: - nr.
der the luws theredf, cfeaping into ansiher, thai,
eonfequence of any law or regulation thercin, be dif-
char ed from fuclk tervice or labour, but thail be Jd.li-
v up on claim of the party to whom lu A {eivice or
fabor may be duc.

Se?. 3. New Rates may te admittzd Ly the Con.

inte this vnion ; but nonew itute £ M ba fornd
or ere ed within the )nufdu.ttou of any other fuie ; nor
any flate be formed by the junéiion of two or wore
Rates, or parts af ftates, without the confent of the le.
gtﬂ:_‘l'urcs of the flates concerned, as weil as of the Con-

re

¥ The Corcrels thall have power to difpefe of and
make all needtul rules and regulations rcfpe@ing the
territory or other property belonging to the United
States ; and nothing in tl.is conflitution fhall ve fo con-
firued as to prejudice any claims of the United States,
or ot any pucticular flare,

Sef?. 4. The United States fhall guarantee to every
flate in this union, a republican torm of overoment,
and fhall prote@ each of them againd inv a!g on$ and cn
application of the legiilatare, or of the ex:cutive (when
the legiilature canaot be convened) againft domeflic vio-

Jence.
ARTICLE YV,

The Congrefs, whencver two-thirds of beth houfes
fhail deem it neceflary, fhal! propofc amendments to this
conftitution, or, on the application of the legiflatures ot
two-thirds of the feveral ftates, fhall call a conventien
for propofing amcndments, which in cither c.ife fhall be
valid to all intents and purpoles, as part of 1his conili.
tution, when ratificd by the legiflatures of thres-fourths
of the feveral Rates, or by corventicns of threc-fou ths
thereof, as the onc or the other mod: of ratiticaiivn
may be prepoted by the Corgrefs : Provided, that no
amendment which mey be made pritr tothe y ar one
thoufand eight hundrcd and cight, thalt ia any mann-r
affcct theé st and fourth clatfes in the ainth L %en of

els
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ithe firlt article 5 aad that no ftate, without its ccafent,
ficil be deprived ol its equal fuffragze in the fenate.
ARTICLELE VI
I d bts contraéted, and cngagements entered into
berore the adoption of this coaititution, thall be as valic!
againl the United States under this conllitytion, as un-
der the coniederation.

Tais coaftituiion, and thelaws of the United States,
wiich ft.-!l be made in purfuance thercof, and all trea-
tics mude, or wWhich fhall be made, under the authority
o the United States, thall be the fupieme law of the
Jond ; and the judgcs in every (tate fhall be bound there-
ty, any thing in the conflitution, or laws of any Rate,
te the conarery notwithitanding.

'l he fenuiors and reprefentatives before mentioned,
#n-! the tucmbers «f the Raie legiflatures, and all execu-
tivz and judicial officers, both of the United States, and
of the feverd] tates, fhall be bound, by oath or affrmat’=
on, to fupport this conflituticn; but no religious teft
ihall ever be required as a qualification to any office, or
public truft, under the United States.

ARTICLE YII

Tle rut.fication of the conventions of nine ftates fhall
be fufficiont for the eltablithinent of this cunftitution be-
tween the flates fo ratifying the fame,

Dore in Conventizn, by loe unanimous confent of the
States prefent, the feventeenth day of September, in the
sear of ou: Lord, cuc thoufand feven hundred and eighty
Jeven, and of the Independence of the United States of
AAmerica, the twelfth.  In avitnefs awbhereof we baye
bercuato fubjcriled cur mames.

GECRGE WASHINGTON, Prefident,
And D:puty from Virginia.

- Jobn Langdon,
NEW-HAMPSHIKE, $ 100 @fm

. Nattaniel Gorbam
MASSACHUSETTS, Rufus King. ?

. . William 8. Joknfow,
CONNECTICUT, Reger Skerman.
REW-YORK, Alexander Hamilton.

NEW-JERSEY,
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NEW.JERSEY,

PENNSYLVANIA,

PELAWARE,

ARYLAND,

VIRGINIA,

NORTH-CAROLINA,

» SOUTH-CAROLINA.

GEORGIA,

Areef?.
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William Living ffos,
Duvid Drearly,
William Patterfon,
Jonathan Dayt.n,

( Bensamin Franklis,

Thomas NMiffiin,
Robert Morris,
George Chymer,

X Ttbomas Fit=fimonys,

Jared Ingerfad,
Fames Wilfen,

L Gouvsrneur Morris.
[ Gearge Read,

Gunning Bedford, jun.

Fotn Dickinlon,

Rictard Bajfer,

Jacob Broom.

Fumes M'Henry, .

Daniel of St. Thomas
Fenifer,

. Danicl Carrol.

Febn Blair,

Fames Bladifon, yun,
William Blount,
Riclard Dobbs Spaight,

| Hugh Williamfon.
[ Fohn Rutledge,

Charles C. Pixchney,
Ctarles Pinckney,

\ Pierce Butler.

Hilliam Fex,
Abrabam Baldwin.

WiLrian Jacmsow, Secretery



