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CHAP. I. 

Of Gtorge Waslti1lgton's birth, fam;(y, and ~duca· 
lion-Q! his mission to the French ·com'lnandant 
on the Ohio in 1753--His military operati01ls as 
an officer ojYirginia,/rom 175. 10,1758, and his 
$Ilbs~qllenl e111pto,tMnts to lite commencement qf the 
A'Inerit:an·Revolufion. 

II 

THE ancestors of'G'EORGE WASHINGTON' were' CHAP. 

aDlong the first settlers of the oldest British colo- _ 1.'. 

ny in America. He, wastbe tbirdin descent from 
John' Washington, an EngliRh gentleman., \\;bo 
about the middle of the' 17th century-emigrated 
from the north of England, and settled inW est .. 
moreland county, Virginia. . In, the place where 
he had fixed himself, his great grandson, the sub .. 
ject of. the following history, was' born()n the 22d 
of February, 1732. His imrrwdiate ancestor was 
Augustine Washington, who died when his son 
George was only ten years old. The education 
of the young orphan, of course, devolved on his 
mottter, who added one to the many examples of 
virtuous matrons, who, devoting themselves to the 

B 

1752 
to 

1758. 
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CHAP. care of their children, have tl'ained theln up to fie 
II d .. .. istinguished citizens. In one instance her fears, . 

]753 
to 'combining with her affection, prevented a mea-

1758. snre, which, if persevered in, wonld have 'given a 
djrection to tIle talents anel vie,\7S of l1e·r son, very
differel1t from that \Vllicll. laid t1le foundation of~ 
his fame. G.eorge Washin:gton, wheri only fifteen 
years old, solicited and obtllined, the place of a 
midshipman in the. British nav.y ; but his ardent 
zt'al to serve' his country, then at war with France 
and Spain, was, @n the interference of his mother, 
for the present suspended, and ftw ever diverted 
from the --sea service.~ Slle lived to see, lliin ac
quire higher' hon.ours than he ever eould have ob· 
tained as a naval officer; nor did she· depart this 
life till he was elevated to the first offices, both 
civil' and military, in- the gift of his country. She 

, was, nevertheless, from the influence of long 
established habits, so· far from being partial to the 
Arnerican; revolution, 'tllat she often regretted the 
side her son had taken in the controversy between. 
her king· and' her country. 

In the, mi.nority of . George 'Vashington, the 
means of education in America were scanty; his 
was therefore very little extended beyond what 
is common~ except in mathematics. Knowledge· 
of this kind contributes more· perhaps than any 
other to strengthen the mind.. In hfs, case it was 
doubly useful; f{)r; in the early part of his life, it. 
laid the foundation of his fortune, by qualifying 
him for the office. of a practical, surveyor, at a 
time when good land wafiof easy attainment ,; and 
its itlt.imate COtlnexion witll the military art, ena-

• 
bled him nt a later period to jluJ,ge more correctly 
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,uf'tlle propel' means of defending his (!ountry, CHAP. 

when he 'wascalled ·upon to preside over its I... 
• '1753 armles. · ~ t to . 

Of the fIrst nineteen years 'of George Washiag... !7$8, 

ton's life, little is known. His talents being more so-
lid than showy, 'Were not sumciei\tly deve-Joped fOF 

public notice, by the comparatively unimportant 
jOvents ofthat.early period. liis catemporaries 'have 
generally reported, that in obis youth be was grave, 
~silent', and t.houghtful; di'ii~~en't 'and me'thodic~l in 
business, dignified in his a:>pearance,.and strictly 
honouraJ:jle in 'aU his deport[nent; but they have 
not been a·IJle to 'gratifs' \the 'public curiosity with 
any str.ikiug anecdotes~ oHis, patrimonial-estate 
was small, butt<hat little w.as .managed with pru-
lIence aRdi-oereased ~y·i.nclustry. In the gayest 
period of hi$ life, l1e'was a strallger todhlsipatioR 
·andriot;. . 'That ·he bad established a solid repu.' 
tation,even iR' his juvenile years, may be fairly 
presllmed from the following circumstances. At 
the age of nineteen he. was appointed one of the 
adjutants general of· Virginia, . with the rank of .. . 

,major-. 'Vhen he was barely twenty-one, he was 
eillployed by the government of hisnativeco)ony, 
in an· ente~prise which requh'ed t.he p.rude.nce of 
age as well as tbe vigour of youth . 

. The l~rench, as the first European discoverers 
of the-river Missisippi, ·claimed all that immense' 
region whose waters ru.n in~o that river.. In pur
suance of this claim, in the. year l753, they took 

. pos~ession of a tract 'Of 'country supposed to 'be 
within the cbartered limits :of Virginia, and were 
proceeding to erect a chai 11 of posts from the 
1akes of Canada to the ['ifer Obio, in su:bservien-
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CH1AP. ey to their grand scheme of connectMlR' Canada 
· with Louisiana,. and limitin~ the English' colo .. 

1753 M 
to nies to the east of the Alleghany mountains. · r. 

17S8. Di nwiddie, then governor of Virginia. dispatch-
ed Washington 'with a letter to t.he Frp.nch com
ma.ncta.nt. on the Ohio, remonstrating against t.he 
prosecution of these designs, as hostile to the 
rights of his Britannic majesty. The young en
voy was also instructed to penet~ate the designs 
of the French; to conciliate tile affection of tile 
native tribes; and to procure . useful intelligence. 

1753. In the dischal'ge of this trust~be set out on 
tIle 15tll of No\rember, from Will's Creek, t.llen 
an extrenle frontier settlement, and pursued. his 
course through a vast extent of unexplored wilder
ness, amidst rai nsand snows, and o.ver rivers of 

. 'Very dil1icult passage, and among tribes ofIn .. 
dians, several of whom, froDl previous attentions 
of the Frenoh, were hostile to the English. When 
11is horses were incom petent, he proceeded 011 

foot with a gun in his hand and a pack on his 
back. He observed every thing with the eye of 

. a soldier, and· particularly designated the fOloks of 
the Monongahela aud Alleghany rivers, (the spot 
where FOl·t Duq uesne was afterwards bu·ilt, and 
where Pittsburgh no\v stands) as an advantageous . 
posltion for a fOl't.retis. llere he secu~ed the af
fe(~t.ions of some neighbouring Indians., and en
gaged thenl to accolnpany him. With them he 
as{!ended the Alleghany river and French Creek, 
to a fort O[) tlle river Ie Breuf, OllC of its 'westerll 

brallci'les. lie ttlere fOlllld Mons. Le Gardeur 
de St. Pierre, tl'le comma,tldallt on the 011io, and 
delivered to him Dinwiddie'~ letter; and receiving 
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his answer, returned with it to Williamsburg on CHAP; I. 
the 78fh day after he, had received his appoint-.. .. 

1753 
ment. The patiencE;: and firmness displa,yed on to 

this occasion by Washington, (added to his .Judi- 27-'8. 

cious treatment of the Indians) both merited and 
obtained a large share of appluuse. A journal of , 
the whole was published, and_ inspired the public 
with high ideas of the energies both of his body 
and tnirid.' .. 

TIle Frencll were too intent on tl1eir favourit,e 
prqject of extending their empire in America, to, 
be diverted from it by the remonstl'ances of a co
lonia.l governor. The answer brought by 'Vash. 
ingtotl' was such as induced the, assembly. of Vir-
ginia to, raise a regiment of 300 men·; to defend 110M! 

their fl'ontiers~nd maintaiD the right claimed in 
behalf of Gre~t ,Britain over the disputed tari'itory. 
Of this Mr. Fry was appointed colonel, and George 
'Vashington, lieutenant-colonel. The latter ad-
'vanced. with two companies of this regiment early 
'in April, 'as far as the Great Meadows, where he 
'w.as informed' by some f~ieudly Indians, that the 
French were erecting fortifications in: the fork be
tween the Alleghany and Monongahela rivers; 
and also, that a 'detachment was on its marcll f.-om 
that plaeetowards the Gre~t Meadows. War 
had not ,been yet formally dec1aredbetween 
France and England, but as neither was disposed 
to recede fa'om tlleir claims to tlle lands 'on .the 
Ohio, it was deemed inevitable, and on the point 
of commencing. Several circumstances were sup~ 
posed to indicate au hostile intention on the part 
of the advancing French detachment., 'Vashing. , 
ton, under the guidance of'some- friendly ludians, 



CHAP, ill a dark rainy night surprised their encampment. I. 
---- and, after firing once, rushed in and surrounded 

1753 
to them. The commanding. officer, Mr, .huilonville, 

li58. was killed, one perSOll escaped, and all the rest 
immediate] v Stlrrelldel~,ed. S'oon after tllis affair, 

~ , 

Col. Fry died, and the command of the regiment 
devolved 011 'Vashington, who speedily collected 
tIle w llole at tIle Great Mead()ws. T,,10 inde
pellde11t cOlllllallies of regulars" ·one from Nc"r .. 
York, 'and one from South-Carolina,shortl y after 
arrived at the same place. Col. Washington was 
now at the head of nearly 400 Inen. A stockade, 
afterwards caned Fort Necessity, was erected at 
tIle Great Meadows, in whicll a small fOl·ce \vas 
left, and the main boJy a.dv?nced with a view of 
dislodging the Frencb from Fort Duquesne, which 
they had recently erected, at the confluence of 
the Alleghany and Monongahela rivers. They 
had not p.roceeded more than thirteen miles, when 
they were informed by friendly Indians,'" that 
the Fl'ench, as numerous as pigeons in the woods, 
·were advancing in an h:ostile manner towards the 
English settlements, and also, that Fort Duquesne. 
had been recently and strongly reinforced." In 
this critical situ«.tion, a (!oUDcil of war unantmollS-
1y recommended a retreat to the Great Meadows: 
which was effected witbout delay, and everyex
ertion made to render Fort Necessity tenable. 
Before the works intended for that purpose were 
completed, Mons. de ,Tinier, with a considerable 
force, attacked tile fort. Tl1c assailant.s were. co
vered by t.'ees and high grass, The Ame"ricans 
received them with great resolution, and fought 
~bme witl11n t.he stockafie" and others· in tile Sllr~ 
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l~oul'1ding ditch. Wasbingt('n. contitlued the whole· CHAP. 

day on the outside of the fort, and conducted the. 1,.-:"" 

defence with the greatest coolness and intrepidity. 1~:3 
The engagement lasted from ~en in the mOl'ning 1758. 

till night, when t.ire French commander demand· 
ed a parley, and o.ffered terms of capitulation. 
His firs,t and second proposals were r~jected; and 
'Vashington would accept of none short of the 
foUowillg honourable ones, which were mutually 
agl'eed upon in the course of the night. "The 
f(Jrt to be· surrendered. e·n COlldition that the 
garrison should, march out with the honours ot'· 
wa.r, and be permitted to retain their arms and 
ba.ggage, and to march unmolested into the in
habited~ parts of ·Virginia." The legis1ature of 
Virginia, impresse~with. a high sense of the 
bravery and good confluct of their troops, though 
compeUed to surrender the fort, voted their thanks~ 
to CoL 'Vashington aud the officers under his 
command, and they arso gave three hundred pisMo 
toles to' be distributed alnong the soldiers engaged . 
in this action, but made no arr,angements for re
newing offensive operations in the remainder of' 
the year 1754, When the season for action was 
ever, the regiment '\!vas reduced tQ independenll 
companies, and-" WashingtQn resigned his com-
mand ... 

Thecontraversy about the Ohio· lands, which 
began in Virginia, was taken u'p very seriously by 
Great-Britain; and two. British regiments· were 
sent to America to. support the claims of his Bri
tannic majesty. They arl'ived early in 1755, and 
were commanded by Gen. Bl'addock. That om .. 
Qer, being intormed of the talents of George 'Vas.h-



8 THE LIFE OF 

CHAP • t '. , d I · · I. .. lng ()n, Invlte 11m to serve tile campalgn as a vo-
1753' lunteer aid de camp. The invitation was cht'er-

to fully accepted, and Washington joined Gen. Brad-
1758. 

do(~k near Alexandria, and procep()pd lvith Ilim to 
1755. ':Vil1'~ Creek, afterwarrls called Fort Cumberlan«L 

Here the Army was detainf'd tin the 12th of June, 
waitlng for wag'stons, horses, and provisions. · 
Washington had ea.r1 v recommended the tlse of ... 

pack horses, instead of waggons, for conve~ving 
tIle bagga.ge of the army. Tile pro~lriety of t.llis 
advice soon becanle apparent, and a considerable 
change was made in coufol·mity to it. The army 
llad not advallced'm11ch more thatl ten lniles froln 
Fort Cum berland, when \Vashington was seized 
~~ittl a ,,·i()Je11t fever, btlt nevertlleless contillued 
with the army, being conveyed in a coveted wag-

. gon, after he had refused to stay behlod, though 
so mllcll exl1a lJsted as to be ullable to ride on 
hOl·sehack. He advised the general to leave his. 
heavy a['till{~ry and baggage behind, and to ad
vauce rapidly to Fort Duquesne, ,\lith a select 
body of tlOOPS, a few neces~ary stores, and- some 
pieces of light artillery. Hopes were indul·ged 
that by this expeditious moveluent Fort Duquesne 
lllight be reaclletl ill it~ presetat \\'eak state, "titt} a 
force sllfficiellt to l'edl,(~e it, befo.'e expected reill
forcements should arrive. General Bradduck ap
pl'oveu the sch{'me, and submitted it to the consi
deration of a council beld ai the l .. ittle ~Ieadows, 
\VlJICil r€(~Orllme'll(led tllat tile commallder in chief 
should advance as rapidly as possible with 1200 
s~lect mell, ara(! tllat Col. Dunbar SilOllld reolail1 
belll11d ,vitll tile renlaill(ie.' of tile troops and the 
heavy baggage. This advanct:d corps commenc .. 
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ed its march with only 30 carriages, but did not 
proceed with the rapidity that was expected. 
l'hey frequently halted to level the road, and to 
build bridges over inconsiderable brooks. They 

... 

consumed four days in passing over the first nine .. 
teen miles from the Little ~·feado,,,s. At this 
place, the physidans declarerl that Col. 'Vashing
ton's life would be endangered by advancing with 
the army. He was therefore ordered by Gen. 
Braddock to stay behind· with a small guard till 
Dunbar should arrive with the rear of tile army. 
As soon as his strength would permit, he joined 
the advanced detachment, and immediately enter .. 
ed on the duties of his office. On the next day, 
July. 9th, a dreadful scene took place. Whel1 
Braddock had cross~dtbe Monongahela, and was 

J , 

only a few miles from, Fort Duquesne, and was 
pressing forward without any apprehension of 
danger, he was attacked in an open road, thick set 
with grass. An invisible enemy, consisting of 
French and Indians, commenced a heavy anti well 
directed fire on his uncovered troops. The van 
fell back on the main body, and the whole was 
thrown into disorder. Marksmen Je\relled their 
pieces particularly at officers, and others on horse
back. In a short time, Washington was tbe only 
aid de camp left alive and not wounded. 'On him" 
therefore, devolved the whole duty of carrying the 
general's orders. He was of course obHged to be· 
coqstantly in motion, traversing the field of battle 
011 horseback in all directions. He had two 110rses 
shot under him, and four bullets passed through 
his coat, but he escaped unhurt, though every other 
officer (.)n horseback ,vas either killed or ""ol10ded,, 

(' 
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Providence preserved him for further and greater 
services. Throughout the whole of the carnage. 
and confusion of this fatal day, 'Vashington dis
played the greatest coolness and the most perfect 
self possession. Braddock was undismayed amidst 
a shower of bullets, and by his countenance and 
example, encouraged his men to stand their 
ground; but valour was useless, and discipline OD

Iy offered surer marks to tbe destructive aim of un
seen marksmen. Unacquainted with the Indian 
mode of fighting, Braddock neither advanced upon 
llor retreated from the assailants, but very injudi
ciously endeavoured to form his broken troops on 
tbe grour.d where they were first attacked,· aud 
where tbey were exposed uncovered to the inces
sant galling fire of a sheltered enemy. He had 
been cautioned of the danger to which he was ex
posed, and was advised to advance the provincials 
in front of his troops, to scour the wooda and de
tect ambuscades, but he disregarded the salutary 
recommendation. The action lasted near three 
hours, in the course of which the general had three 
horses s"ot under him, and finally received a 
wound, of which he died in a few days in the 
camp of Dunbar, to which he had been brought 

. by Col. Washington and otbers. On the fall of 
Braddock, his troops gave way in all directions, 
and could not be rallied till they had crossed the 
~Iollongahela. The India.ns, allured by plunder, 
did not pursue with vigour. The vanquished regu
lars soon fell back to Dunbar's camp, from which, 
after destroying such of their stores as could be 
spared, they retired to Philadelphia. The officer6 
if} the British regiments displayed the greatest; 
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pravery. Their whole number was 85, and 64 CHAP .. 

of them were killed or wounded. The common ... I. w 

d 1m soldiers were so isconcerted by the unusual mode to 

of attack, that they soon broke, a.nd could not be 1758. 

tallied. The three Virginia compariies in the 
engagement beha-ved very differently, and fought 
like men till there were scarcely SO men left alive 
in the wllole. This reverse of fortulle rather add-
ed to, than took-from, the reputation of Washing-
tpn. His countrymen extolled his couduct, and 
generally. said and believed, that if he had been 
commander, the disasters of·the day would have 
been avoided, 

Intelligence of Uraddock's defeat, aud that Col. 
:Dunbar bad withdrawn all the regular forces from 
Virginia, arrived while the assembly .o( thateolo
ny was in session. . Impressed with the necessity 
of protecting their exposed frontier settlements, 
they determined to raise a. regiment of.· sixteen 
eompani~s. The command of tbis was given to 
Wasbington. So great was the public confidence · 
in the soundness of his judgment, that he was au
thorized to name the field officers. . His comm,is
sion also designated him as commallder in chief . 
of all the forces raised, or to be raised, in Virginia. 

In executioll of the duties of bis new office, 
Washington, after giving the necessary orders for 
tbe recruiting service, visited the frontiers. He 
found many posts, but few soldiers. Of these the 
best disposition was made. While on his way to 
'Villiamtiburg to arrange a plan of operations with 
the lieutenant-governor, he was ove.'taken by an 
express bel~\V Fredericksburg, with inforD)ation 
that the back settlemel1b were broken up by par;'·. ' .. ' 
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CHAP. ties of French and Indians, who were murdering 
i. and capturing men, women, and children, burn .. 

1r:3 ing their houses, and destroying their crops, and 
1758. that the few troops stationed on the fi'ontiers, un-

able toprot.ect the country, had retreated to small 
stockade forts. Washington altered his course 
from \ViIJiamsburg to Winchester, and endeavour
ed to coJ]ect a force for the defence of the country. 
But this was impossible. The inhabitants, instead 
of assembling in arms, and facing the invaders, 
11ed before them, and extended the general panic. 
While the attention of individuals was engrossed 
by their families and private concerns, the general 
safety was neglected. The alarm became universal, 
and the utmost confusion prevailed. Before any 
adequate force was ~ollected to repel the assail
ants, they had safely crossed the 'All~ghany moun
tains,· after having done an immensity of mischief. 
Irruptions of this kind were repeatedly made into 
the frontier settl~ments of Virginia, in the years 
1756, 1757, and 1758. These generally consisted 
of a COllsiderab1e Dumber of Frenell alld Indians, 
who were detached from Fort Duquesne. It was 

· their usual practice on tlleir approaching tIle set
tlelllel~ts, to divide into small parties, and avoiding 
the fo'rts, to attack solitary families in the night, as 
well as the day. The savages, accustomed to 
Jive in the woods, found little difficulty in conceal-
il1g tllemselves till their fatal blow was struck. 
Sundry unimportant skirmishes took plac(', with 
variOllS results" but tl1e number kille(l on botl .• I 

sides was inconsiderable, when compared with 
the Dlischief done, and the ma~y who ,,,,ere put 
to death, otherwise thall in batt](l. TIle illvader~ 
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could seldom be brought to a reg,tlar engagement. CHAP. 
Honourable war was not in their contemplation. .. I. .. 

Plunder, devastation, and murder, were their ob- ,It!3 
jects. The assemblage of a respectable force to op- 17$8. 

pose them, was their signal for retreating. Irrup-
. tions of this kind were so frequent for three years 
following Braddock's defeat, that in Pennsylvania, 
tIle frontier settlers were driven back as far as Car
lisle, and in Maryland, to Fredericktown, and in 
Virginia, to the Blue Ridge. 

Tile distresses of tIle inhabitants ~xceeded ali 
description. ' If they went into stockade fQrts, 
they suffered from the want of provision~-were 
often surrounded, and sometimes cut off. By flee
ing, they abandoned the conveniences of home, 
and t.1re means of support. If they continued on 
their farms, they lay down every night under ap
prehen~ions of being murdered before morning. 
But this was not the worst. Captivity and tor
ture were frequently their portion. To all these 
evils, women, aged persons, and children, were 
equally liable with men in arms; for savages. 
make no, distinctioII. Exterminatiorl is tl1eir ob-
ject. To Washington t.he inhabitants looked for 
that protection he had not the means of giving. 
In a letter to the gov'ernor, he observe.d, "the 
supplicating tears of the women, and moving peti .. 
tions--olthe men, melt me with such deadly sor .. 
row, that I solemnly declare, if 1 know my own 
mind, I could offer myself a willing sacrifice to 
the butchering enemy, provided that \",ould con .. 
tribute to the people's ease." Virginia presented 
a frontier of three hundred and sixty miles, ex
posed to these incursions. liard was the lot of 
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CHAP~ Washington. to whom was intrusted the defence I. 
--.-. of' these extensive settlements without means 

11$3 
to adequate to the purpose. The regiment voted 

tr.$S. by the assembly was never filled. Its actual 
number was oftener below tIlan above 700 men. 
The militia afforded a verv feeble aid, on which 

" little'reliance could be placed. They were slow 
in collecting, and when collected, soon began to 
hanker after home; and while in camp, could not 
submit to that discipline, without which an army 
,is a mob. The militia laws were very defective. 
Cowardice in time of action, and sleeping while 
on duty, thou8'11 crimes of tile most destructive 
nature, were very inadequately punished by the 
civil code under which they took the field. De
sertion and mutiny, for some considerable time, 
subjected the' offenders to nothing more than 
slight penalties. Washington was incessant in 
his representation:; to the governor and to the 
assembly, that no reliance could be pl~ced on the 
militia, under existing regulations, and that the 
,inconsiderable number, enlisted for regular ser
vice, together with the pla.ns proposed for the se
eurity of the frontiers, were altogether inade-
tquate. ,He not only pointed out the defect of the 
systems which had been adopted, but submitted 
to the consid'eration of those in power, such mea
sures as he thought best, and particularly recom
mended, ill case offensive opel'ations were not 
adopted, that twenty.two forts, extending in a line 
of three hundred and sixty miles, should be im
mediately erected and garrisoned by two thousand 
men, in constant pay and servICe; but on all oc-
casions gave a decided preference to the reduc-
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tion of Fort Duquesne, as the only radical remedy CHAP. 
I. 

for tIle evils to Wllicll the frontier settlements \vere ............. ,-
exposed. Propositions to this effect were made It!3 
and urged by him in 1756 and 1757, both to the 1758. 

government of Virginia, and the commanders ill 
ollief of tile Britisll fOl~ces in America; but a s110rt
sighted policy in the first, and a preference given 
by the last to a vigorous prosecution of the war 
jn the northern colonies, prevented their accept-
ance. To his i nexpressible joy, the pr~ject ob .. 
tained, in the year 1758, the complete approba-
tion of Gen. Forbes, who was charged with the 
defence of the middle anfl southerii'~ colonies. 
This being resolved up~n, the movenlents of the 
army were directed to that point. Part of the 
force destined for this expedition wa·5 at Phila
delphia; part at Ray's Tow.n; and part dispersed 
on the frontiers' of Virginia. To bring all toge-
ther, was Ii work of time and difficulty. Washing-
ton urged the necessity of an early ca.mpaign; 
but such delays took place that he did not re-
ceive orders to assemble his regiment at 'Vin
chester, till the 24th of May; nor to proceed from 
thence to Fort Cumberland, till the 24th of June; 
nor to proceed to Ray's Town, till the 21st Sep .. 
tember. The main body did not commence their 
march from Ray's "fown, till the 2d of October, 
alld it was as late as tile 25th of November when 
they reached Fort Duques~e. These delays were 
extremely mortifying to Washington, and threat-
ened to render the cu.mpaign abortive. He urged 
the necessity of expedition, and nlost pointedly 
remons.trated against one of tl~e principal causes 
of delay. Th.i'R wa'S a re~olntion adopted by hiR 
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CHAP, superiours, for opening a new road for the army, 
.. I, in preference to that which was generally known 
1~!3 by the name of Gen. Braddock's. Being over-
1758. ruled, he quietly submitted. Instead of embarrass

ing measures he thought· injudicious, the whole 
energies of himself and his regiment were exerted 
to make the most of those which his commanding 
officer preferred. The progress of the army was 
so slow that it did not reach Loyal Hannah till 
tIle 5th of November. Here it was determin
ed in a council of war, "to 'be ulladvisable to 

. proceed any further that campaign." If this re
solution had been adhered to, the only alternative· 
would have been to winter an army of 8000 men 
in a cold inhospitable wilderness, remote f,'om all 
friendly settlements, or to tread back their steps 
and wait for a more favourable season. In eitller 
case they would have suffered immensely. The 
propriety of the remonstrances made by Wash
ington against the many delays whic:h had taken 
place, now became obviously striking. The 
hopes of restoring peace to the frontier settle
ments by reducing Fort Duquesne, began to va
nish. But contrary to all human appearances, 
~uccess was now offered to their grasp at the very 
moment they had given up every hope of obtain-
• • • Ing It. 
~ome prisoners were taken, who gave such in

formation of the state of tile garriS01J, as induced 
a reversal of the late determination, and encourag
ed th~ general to proceed. Washington was ill 
.front superintending the opening of the road for 
the accommodation of the troops. They advanced 
with slow and cautious steps until they reached 
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Fort Duquesne. To their great surprise they found 
the fort evacuated, and that the gal"rison had re .. 
treated down tIle Ohio. Tile reasons for the 
abandonment of so advantageous a position, must 
be looked for elsewhere. The British had urged 
t.he war with so much vigour and success against 
tIle French to tile nortll\\7ard of the Ohio, that no 
reinforcements could be spared to Fort Duquesne. 
The British fleet had captured a consider.able 
part of the reinforcements designed by 'France for 
her colonies. The tide of fortune had begun to 
tUfn against the ~rel1ch in favour of the English. 
Tllis wea.kened tile il1flllence of tlle fornier over 
the Indians, and caused tllem to \\rithdraw from 
the support of the garrison. Under different cir
cumstances, the success of the campaign would 
have been doubtful, perhaps impracticable. The 
benefits which resulted from the acquisition of 
Fort Duquesne, proved the soundness of"''' ashing
ton's judgment in so warmly urging, .for three 
years, an expedition for its reduction. These 
were not confined to Virginia, but ~xtended to 
Pennsyl vania and Maryland. While the French 
were in possession of that post, the Indians .near 
the, Ohio were entirely at their beck. 'fhis was 
their place of rendezvous, and from it they made 
frequent and ruinous incursions into these three 
colonies. They neither spared age nor sex, but 
killed or captivated indiscriminately all who 
came in their way. Fire and devastation-the 
scalping knife and tomahawk, marked their route. 
A complete revolution in the dit;position of the 
Indians, resulted fl"om the expulsion of the French. 
Always prone to take part with the stron2'est, the 

l~ 
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CHAP. Indian.s deserted their ancient fri~nds, and paicl I. 
--~ court to those who, by recent conquest, were now 

1753 
to in possession of the country. A treaty of peace 

1758; was soon after concluded with all the Indian tribes 
between the lakes and the Ohio. Fort Duquesne 
henceforward assumed the name of Fort Pitt, re
ceived considerable repairs, and was garrisoned. 
by 200 men from 'Vashington's regiment. It be
came as useful in future to the English settlements, 
as it had been injurious while in the occupation 
of the Frellch. 

The campaign of 1758 ended the military career 
olCol. Washington, as a provinc;ial officer. The 
great obJect on which his heart was set, the re
duction of Fort Duquesne, being accomplished, he 
resigned his commission. 

During the three preceding years in which he 
was charged with the defence of Virginia, nOlle of 
those great events occurred which enliven and 
adorn the page of history; yet the duties he per
formed were extremely arduous. He established 
exact discipline in his l'egiment, though unaccus
tomed to restraint, and infused into tllem such a 
spirit as made them, when in action, fight like 
men-, and die like sol(liers. 

The difficulties of defending such an extensive 
frontier, with so inadequate a force, would have 
chagrined· almost any other mall into a resignntion 
of the cODlInand, but only excited in hint greater 
importunity with the ruling powers, for the cor .. 
rection of errors. The plans he proposed,. the 
systems he recommended for conducting the war, 
dis.played an Ul1COlIlnlon vigour of mind. I-Ie re
tired from the army with t~le thanks of his regi .. 
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ment, and the esteem 110t only of his countrymen, CHAP. 

but. of the officers of the British army; aud what is _1 __ __ 

particularly remarkable, with the undiminished lr:a 

confidence of the frol1tier settlers, to WhOID lIe \vas 1758. 

unable to extend that protection they expected 
froDI his hands. They were thoroughly conv;.nced 
he had made the best possible use of his scanty 
Ineans for the s~curjty of so extensive a frontier; 

, . 
and to the weight of his advice in recommending, 
and spirited co-operation in e~ecuting, they 
a~cribed a large proportion of the merit of the 
late successful expedition against Fort Duquesne; 
an e~'ent from which they promised themselves an 
exemption from the calamities under which they 
had long laboured. As a reward of his galJant and 
patriotic services, he shortly after 'obtained the 
hand of Mrs. Custis, who, to a fine person and 
large fortune, added every accomplishment which 
contributes to the happiness of married life. Col. 
'" ashington, by the death of his elder brothel' 
Lawrence, had a few yea"rs before acquired an es
tate sitllated on tile Poto\vma,ck, called MO'lt)t 

V' crnon, in compliment to admiral Vernon, who, 
al)Ollt tIle ,'ear 1741, COn)\llallded tlle Britisll fleet ., 
in an expedition agahlst Carthagena, in which ex-
pedition ~{r. Lawrence 'Vashington had been en .. 
gaged. . 

To this delightful spot the late. commander of 
the ,:rirginia forces, released from the cares of a 
military life, and in possession of every thing that. 
coulll make life agreeable, withdrew, and gave 
himself up to dom~stic pursuits. These were con· 
ducted with so much judgment, steadiness, and 
industry, as greatly to enlarge and improve hi~ 
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eHAI'. estate. To thenl he e'xclusively devoted himself 
I. 

- for fifteen years, with the exception of serving in 
lr:3 the hOl1se of burgesses of the colony of Virginia, 
1758. and as a judge of the COU1"t of the county in which 

he resided. In these stations he acquitted him
self wit.h reputation, and acquired no inconsidera .. 
bleknowledge in the science of civil government. 

, During this period, the clashing claims of Great
Britain and her colonies were frequently brought 
'before the Virginia legislature. In every in
stance he took a decided part in the opposition 
made to the priuciple of taxation claimed by the 
pare,nt state. 

I-Iad Great-Britain he('D wise, the history of 
George 'Vashington would h~ll'e ended here, wit." 
the addition that he died in the sixty-eigbth year 
of his age, having sustained through life the cha
racter of a good man, an (~xcellent farRier, a wise 

4. 

member of the legislature, and an impartial dis .. 
tributer of justice among bis neighbours. Very 
different was his destiny. From being- the com .. 
mander of the forces of his native colony, Virginia, 
l1e \\9as adval-lced to tl1e c~)mmaJld of- tile armies 
of thirteen United Colonies, and successfully led 
them through a revolutionary war of eight. years du .. 
ratiot), whi(~h isstted in theilr cstal)lisilment as tllir
teen lTnited States. 'fhe origin of these great 
crctnts must be looke(l fer acro~s tile Atlantic. 
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CHAP. II. 

Retrospect of tI,e origin qf the American revolution- CHA.P. 

ary war-Oj George IV Ilshington as member oj" ~ II. . 

Congress, in 1774 and 1775-As Commander in 1~4 
Chief of the armies of tAe United Colonies in 1116. 

1775 and 1776, and Ais operations near Boston, 
ill tl,ese years. 

.,. 
SOON after the peace of Paris; 1763, a new sys
tem· for governing.tlie British colonies, was adopt
ed. One abr;idgment of their accustomed liberties 
followed another in such rapid' succession, that in 
the short space of twelve years they had nothing 
lef\ they., ~ould call their own. The Britj~h par
liament, in wbich they were unrepresented, and 
over which they had no control, not only claimed, 
but exercised the p\lwer of taxing them at plea
sure, and of binding them in all cases ·whatsover. 

Claims so·repugnant to the spirit of the British 
constitution, and which made 8uchinvidious (tis
tinctions between the subjects of the same king, 
residing on dift"erent sides of the Atlantic, excited 
a serious alann among the colonists. Detached 
as they wen:! from each other by local residence, 
and unconnected in their several legislatuloes, a 
sense of common danger pointed out to them the 
wisdom and propriety of forming a new represent
ative body, composed of delegates from each co
lony, to take care of their common interests. 
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With very little previous concert, such a body 
was formed and met in Philadelphia, in September, 
1"'/74, and entered into tile serious COllsideratioll of' 
the g'rievances under which their constituents la
boured. To this congress Virginia deputed seven 
of her most respectable citizen~: Peyton Ran. 
dolph, Richard Henry Lee, George ,\Va.shington, 
Patrick Ilenry, Richard Bland, Benjanlin Harri
son, EdlDllnd Pendleton; nlen who would have 
done honour to any age or country. The same 
'v(~re appointed in like manner to attend a second· 
congress 011 the lOth of May, in the following year. 
TIle historia.ns of tile Anlcrican revolution w'ill 

\ 

detail with pleasure 'and pride, the proceedings of 
this illustriousassemb1y: the firmness and pre
cision with which they stated their grievances, and 
petitioned their $over,eign to redress them; the elo~ 
quence with which they addressed the people of 
Great-Britaill, the inhabitants of Canada, and 
their own constituents; the judicious measures 
they adopted for cementing union at home, and 
procuring fl'iends abroad. They will also inform 
tl'le world of the un sllccessful terlninatiotl of all 
plans proposed for preserving the union of the em
l>ire, and that Great-Britain, proceeding from one 
oppression to another, threw the colonies out of 
her protection, made war upon them, and (~a.rried 
it on with a view to their subjugation. All these 
matters, together with the commencement of hos
tilities at Lexington, and the fornlation of an 
American anny by the t.:olony of Massachusetts, 
1-or'defending themselves against-a royal army in 
Doston, must be here passed over. Our business 
is only with George ",Vashington. "rhe fame he 



GEOltGE 'VASHINGTON. 

llad acquil'ed as commander of the Vit'ginia forces, CHAP. 

tOgetQer with his well known military talents, pro- 11,,_ •.• 

Cl1rt,~ tOl' him the distinguishing appellation of li~4 
tile Solrlier of Amel'ica. Tllose who, before tIle 1776~ 
COtnll1ell(!ement of' ho~tilities, looke'cl forward to 
war as the probable consequence of the disputes 
between Great-Britain and her colonies, anticipat-
ed his appointment to the suprt-me command of 
the forces of his native country-

As long as he continued a member of Congress7 

he was chairmain of every committee appointed· 
by that body to make 'arrangements for defence. 
These duties in tbe Senate were soon super~eded 
by more active employment in the field. As soon 
as the Congress of the United Colonies had deter
Dlined on making a common cause with Massa
chusetts, against which a British army had com
menced hostilities, they appointed, by an unani
mous vote, George 'Vashington, commander in 
c.hief of all tIl€ forces raised or to be raised for the 
defellce of tIle colonies. His election was accom
panied with no competition, and followed by no 
envy. The same general impulse on the public 
mind, which led the colonies to agree in many 
other particulars, pointed to him as the most pro-
per person for presidiI:lg over their arnlies. · 

To the president of Congress announcing this 
appointmellt, General Washington replied in the . 
following words: 

cc Mr. 'PRESIDENT, 

"Though I aln truly sensible of the high honoul' 
done me in this appointment, yet I feel great dis
tress from a consciolisness th'lt my abilities and .. 
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military experience may not be equal to the ex
tensive and important trust. However, as the 
Congress desire it, I will enter, upon the momen
tous duty, and exert every power I possess in theil' 
service, and for support of the glorious cause. I 
beg they will accept my most cordial thanks, for 
this distinguished testimony of their approbation. 

" But lest some unlucky event should happen 
unfavourable to my reputation, I beg it may be re
membered by every g~ntleman in the room, that 
I this day declare with the utmost sincerity, I do 
not think myself equal to the command I am 
11011oured with. 

" As to pay, Sir, I beg leave to assure the Con
gress that as no pecuniary consideration could 
have tempted me to accept this arduous employ
ment, at the expense of my domesti.c ease and 
happiness, I do not wish to make any profit frotn 
it. I will keep an exact account of my expenses; 
those I doubt not they will discharge, and that is 
all I desire." 

A special commission was made out for him, 
and at tIle same time an unanimous resolu,tion 
was adopted by Congress, " that· they would 
maintaill and assist him, and adllere to llim witll 
tlleir ] ives and fortunes, for the maintenance and 
preservation of American Liberty." 

He immediately entered on the duties of his 
high station. After passing a few days in New
York, and making some arrangements with Gen. 
Schuyler, who commanded there, he proceeded to 
Carnbridge, which was the head-quarters of the 
American army. On his way thither, he received 
from private persons and public bodies, the most 
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Battering attention, and the strongest expressions CHAP. 

H 
II. 

of determination to support him. e received an 
address from the Provincial Congress of New- 1~~4, 
'Yo),k, in which, after expressing their approbation 1776. 

of his elevation to command, they say-", We 
have the fullest assurances, tilat wllenever this 
important contest shall be decided by that fond-
est wish of (',lch AOlericall SOlIl, all accommoda-
tion with our motl1er country, you will cheerfully 
re~ign the important deposit committed into your 
hands, and re-assume tIle cllaracter of our wor .. 
thiest citizen." The General, after declaring his 
gratitude for the respect sho)"n him, added-" Be 
assured that 'every, exertion of my ,worthy col· 
leagues and myself, will be extended to ,the re
establishment of peace and harmon y between the 
mother country and these colonies. As to the fatal, 
but necessary operations of war, when weassum .. 
ed the soldier we did not lay aside the citizen, 
and we shan most sincerely rejoice with you in 
that happy hour, when the re-establishment of 
American liberty, ,on the most firm, and solid 
foundations, shall enable us to return to our pri-
vate stations, in the bosom of a free, peaceful, and . 
happy cO,untry." • 

A committee from the Massachusetts Congress 
received hhn at Springfield, about one hundred 
miles from Bost.on, and COlldllcted llim to the . ar~ 
lny. He was soon after addressed by the Con
gress of that colony in the most affectionate man
ner. In his answer, he said-" Gentlemen, your 
kind congratulations OIl my appointment and ar
rival, demand my warmest acknowledgments, and 
win ever be retained ill grateful remembrance. 

R 
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CHAP. In exchanging the enjoyments of domestic life 
II . 

.. : _-...... for the duties of my present honourable, but ar-
1774 dUOllS station, I only emulate the virtue and pub

to 
1776. lie spirit of the whole province of Massachusett& •. 

which, with a firmness and patriotism without ex
ample, has sacrificed all the comforts of social and 
poIiticallife in support of the rights of mankind~ 
and the welfare of our common country. My 
highest ambition is to be the· happy instrument 
of vindicating these rights, and to see this devoted 
province again restored to peace, liberty, and 
safety.rt When Gen. Washington a.rrived at 

1775. C 
ambridge, be was ~ceived with the joyful ac-

clamations of the American army. At the head 
of his troops, he published a declaration previous
ly drawn up by Congress, in the nature of a mani
festo, setting forth the reasons for taking up arms. 
In: this, after enwnerating various grievances of 
the colonies, and vindicating them from a preme
ditated design of establishing independent states, 
it was added-" In our own native land, in defence 
of the freedom which is our birthright, and which 
we ever enjoyed till the late violation of it; for 
the protection of our property, acquired solely 
by the industry~f our forefathers and ourselves, 
against violence' actually offered; we have taken 
up arms: 'Ve shall lay tbem d()wn when hostilities 
.• hall cease on the part of the aggressors, and all . 
danger of their being renewed shall be removed, 
and not before.;' 

'Vhen Gen. Washington joilled the American 
army, he found the British intrenched on Bunk
er's Hill, having also three floati·ng batteries in 
Mystic River,. and a twellty gun ship' below the 
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iert'Y betwe~n ;Boston and Charlestown. They CHAP. . JI. 
had also a battery on Copse's Hill, and wel'e ----....--

1774 
to 

1776. 

strongly f9rtified on the Neck. The Americans 
were intrenched at 'Vinter Hi1J, Prospect Hill, 
and Roxbury, communicating with one another by 
small posts over a distance of ten miles, nor • 
could ~h@y be contracted without exposing the 
country to the incursions of the enemy. 

The army put undel· the command of ''''''ashing
ton amounted to 14,500 men. Several circuln-
stances concurred to renderth~s force very inade
quate to active operations. 'Military stores were 
deficient in camp, and the ~hole in the co~ntry 
was inc0Rsiderable. On the 4th ,of August, all 
the stock -of powder in the American camp, ,and in 
the public magazines of the four New-England 
,Jrovi~ces, would have made very little more than 
nine )~QUnds a man. In tllis destitute condition 

o' '. ' • ~ • 

the arlPY remained for a fortnight. To tbe want 
of pow~er was added a very general want of bay 0-

nets, of clothes, of workil1g tools, and a total want 
of engineers. Under all these em barrassments, 
the General observed, that "he had tile materials 
of a good army; that the men were able-bodied, 
active, zealous in the" cause, and of unquestiona
ble courage." He immediately instituted such 
arra~gemellts as were calculated to increase their 
capacity for service. The army was distributed 
into brigades and divisions, and 011 his recom
mendation, general staff officers were appointed. 
Economy, union,and system, were introduced 
into every department. As the troops came into 
service under the anthority of distinct colonial 
governments, no uniformity existed among the re-
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giments. In ,Massachusetts the men had chosen CHAP. 
II. 

----- their officers, and (rank excepted) were in other 
1774 
to 

1176. 

respects, frequently their equals. To form one 
uniform mass of these discordant materials, and to 
suqject freemen a,nimated with the spirit of liber .. 
ty , and collected for · its defence, to the control 
of military discipline, requirt~d patience, forbear
ance, and a spirit of accommodation. This deli .. 
cate and arduous duty was undertaken by Gen. 
Washington, and dit;charged with great' address. 
When be had made considerable progress in dis
ciplining his.army, the term for which enlistments 
had 'taken place was on the p'oint of expiring. 
The troops from 'Connecticut and' Rhode Island 
'were'on,]y engaged to the first of December, 1775 ; 
and, Iiopart of the army'longer than to the nrst of 
January, , 1776. The commander in chief made 
early and forcible ,representations to Col\gtess on 
this subject, and ut'ged them to adopt efficient 
measures for the (orination of a uew army. They 
deputed three of their members., Mr. Lynch, Dr. 
Franklin, and Mr.' Harrison, to'repair to camp, 
and, in conjunction' with him and the chief ma
gistrates of the New-England 'colonies, to confer 
on the most effectualmooe of continuiug, support
ing, and regulating,' a' continental army. By them 
it was resolved to list 23,722 men, as far as practi
cable, from the troops before Boston, to serve till 
the last day of December, 1776, unless sooner dis
charged by Congress. In the execution of this 
resolve, "rashington called upon all officers and 
soldiers to make their eleetion for retiring or con
tinuing. Several of the inferiol' officers retired. 
Many of the men would not continue OD any 
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terms. Several refused, unless they were indulg.. CHAP. 
11.1 

ed with furloughs. Others, unless they were al.. --_...! _ 

lowed to choose their officers.· So many impedi
ments obstructed the r~crtiiting service, that it 
required great address to obviate them. ,\7 ash .. 
ington made forcible appeals in general orders, to 
the pride and patriotism <?f both officers and men. 
He promised every indulgence compatible with 
-safety, and eyery comfort 'that the state of the 
country authorized. IOn general orders of the 
20th of October, he observed-'c The times, and 
tbeimportance of the great cause we are engag .. 
ed in, al10w no room for hesitation and delay. 
When life, liberty, and property, are at stake; 
when our ceuntry is in danger of being a melan .. 
choly scene of bloodshed and desolation; when 
our towns are laid in ashes, innocent women and 
children driven from their peaceful habitations, 
exposed to the rigours of an inclement season, to 
depend· perhaps on the hand of charity for sup-
port; when calamities like these are staring us in 
the face, and a brutal savage enemy threatens us 
and every thing we hold dear with destruction 
froll't foreign troops, it little becomes the charac-
"ter of a soldier to shrink from danger, and condi
tion for new terms. It is the General's intention 
to indulge both officers and soldiers who compose 
the new army with furloughs for a reasonable 
time; but this must be done in such a manner as 
not to ittiure the service, or weaken the army too 
much at once." . In the instructions given to the 
recruiting officers, the General enjoined upon them 
" not to enlist any person sn~:pected of being un
friendly to the liberties of Anlcrica, or any aban-

1774 
to. 

1116. 
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doned vagabond, to whom all causes and coun. 
--- tries are equal and alike indifferent." 

CHAP. 
II. 

1774 
to 

1116. 

Though great exertions had been made to pro
cure recruits, yet the regiments were not filled. 
Sev.eral causes operated in prorlucing this disincli
nation to the service. The sufferings of the ar
my had been great. Fuel was very scarce. 
Clo.thes, and even provisions, bad not been fur
nished them in sufficient quantities. The ~mall
}lox deterred many .from entering; but the prin .. 
cipal reason was a dislike to a military life. Much 
also of that enthusiasm which brought numbers 
to the field, on the commencement of hostilities, 
had abated. The army of 1775 was wasting 
a.wayby the expiration of the terms of service, 
and recruits for the new, entered- slowly. The 
regiments which were entitled totbeir discharge 
on the 1st of December, were with great difficul
ty persuaded to atay ten days, when r~inforc~
meats of ~ilitia were expected to supply their 
place. From the eagerness of the ,old ~roops to 
go home, and the slowness of tbe ne\v to t~nter 
the servi(.'e, it was difficult to keep up the 
blockade. On the last day of the year, ,when the 
first were entirely disbanded, the last only 
amounted to 9850 men, and many of these were 
absent on furlough. At this time the royal army 
in BostoJl was about 8000. To assist the recruit
ing service, the General recommended ~o Con
gress to try the effects of a ~ounty, but this was 
not agreed to till late in J annary, 1776. In that 
and the following month the al'my was consider
ably increased. 

The blockade of Boston was all this time kept 
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up, alld the enemy confined to the dty, but this CHAP. 

was far short of what the American people ex- . II. 

peeted. Common fame represented the troops 1774 
tf) 

under the command of \Vashington to be nearly 1176. 

treble the royal army. This ample force was 
supposed to be furnished with every thing neces-
sary for the most active operations. Their real 
numbers and deficient equipments were, for obvi-

. ous reasons, carefully concealed. The ardour anti .. 
impatience of the public had long since connted 
on the expulsion of the British from Boston. 
Washington was equally ardent, but better inform-
ed and more prudent. He well knew the advan
tages that would result to the cause in which he 
was engaged from some brilliant stroke, nor was 
he insensible to insinuations by some that he was 
devoid of energy, and by others that he wished to 
prolong his own ;mportance by continuing the 
,,'ar. He bore these murmurs with patience; 
bnt nevertheless, had his eyes directed to Boston, 
and wished for an opening to commence offensive 
operations. The propriety of this measure was 
submitted to the consideration of repeated coun .. 
cils of war, 'yho uniformly declared against it. 
A hope was ne\'ertheless indulged that ice in the 
COtlrSe of the w inter, \vould be favourable to an 
assault. That this opportunity might not be lost; 
measures were adopted for procuring large rein
forcement.s of militia to serve till tile first of 
Marcil, 1776. Fron14 to 5000 men were accord ... 
lngly procured. Contrary to what is usual, the 
waters about Boston continued open till tbe Inid .. 
die of Februarv. COlIDCils 01' ,var we,·e tlitllerto ., 

aearly unanim.us against au assault. General 
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CRAP. Washington was less opposed to it than 'some 
II. h .. ___ ot ers, but the want of ammunitioll for tile artille-

l1r4 
to 

1716. 

ry, together with the great probability of failure, 
induced him to decline the attempt. In lieu of it 
he formed a bold resolution to take a new pos-ition.· 
that would either compel the British General to 
come to an action, or to evacuate Boston. The 
Amel'ican army was' now stronger than ever .
Recruiting for the two last months had been un-
usually successful. The regular army exceeded 
14000 men, and the ulilitia were about 6000. 
'Vashington, thus reinforce~, ·determined to fortify 
the heights of Dorchester, froni' whict.. ~. ~ could 
~nnoy the ships in the harbour, and the army in 
the town. To favour the execution of this plan. 
the town an<llines of the enemv Were bombarded , w 

on the td,3d, and 4th of March. On the night of 
the 4'th, Gen. Thomas, \vith a considerable detach
ment, took possession of the heights of Dorchester ... 
By great exertions this party in the course of the 
night, nearly covered themselves from the shot of 
the enemy. The appearance ~f their works 
caused no little surprise in the Briti9~ camp. 
These were every hour ad vancing so as to afford 
additional security to the Americans posted be ... 
hint' them. Tile Admiral informed Gen. Howe, 
that if the Americans kept possession of these 
heights, he would not be able to keep one of the 
British ships in the harbour. The enemy were 
now brought to the alternative which Washington 
'W i~hed for. 1'hey must either risk an action 
without their lines, or abandon the place.. Gen. 

. Howe preferred the former, and ordered 3000 
men. on this service. These were embarked, and 
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fell down to .the Castle with the .intention of pro- CHAp,. 

ceeding up the river to the attack, but were dis- _1 .... 1, __ 

persed by a tremendous storm. Before they 
could be in readiness to proceed, the American 
works were advanced to such a state of security 

. as to discourage any attempt against them. 
Washington expecting an immediate assault on 

the new raised works at Dorchester, and jU,dging 
that the best troops of the enemy would be order .. 
ed on that service, had prepared to att~ck the 
town of Boston at the same time----4000 mell were 
ready for embarkation at the mouth of Cambridge 
river to proceed on this business, as soon as it wai 
known that the British wera gone out in force to 
their intended attack. It was now resolved by the 
Bt'itish to evacuate Boston, as soon as possible. 
In a few days after, a 'flag came out of Boston 
with a paper signed by four. select men, inform
ing, " that they had applied to Gen. Robertsonl 

who, on an application to Gen. Howe, was author
ized to aSSllre them, that lle had no intention of 
burning the town, unless the troops under his com
mand were molested du.ring their embarkation, or 
at- their departure, by the armed force without. U 

When this paper was presented to Gen. Wash
ington' he replied, " that as it was an unauthen~ 
ticated paper, and without all address, and not 
obligatory on Gen. IIowe, he could take no notice 
of it;" but at the same time " in.timated his good 
wishes for the security of the town." 

\Vashington made arrangements for the securi .. 
ty of his army, but did not advance his works nor. 
embarrass the British army in their proposed 
evacuation. He wiRlled~ to sa,re Boston, and t('t· 

1774. 
to 

177ft. 
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CllAP~ gain time for the fortification of New-York,· to' 
II .. 

_____ .-_. which place he supposed the evacuating army 
1774 was destined. Under this impression, he detached 

10 
1776. a considerable part of his army to that place, and 

with the remainder took possessiot:l of Boston, as 
soon asthe British troops had completed t.heir em
barkation. On enter-jng the town, 'Vashington 
was received with marks of approbation more flat
tering than the pomps of a triumph. 

Tile inllabitants; released (rom tlle' severities of 
a. garrison life, and from the vari9us indignities to 
which they were subjected, hailed him as their de
liverer. Reciprocal congratulations between those 
Wl10 11ad been confined withill the Britisll lilles, 
and those who were excluded from entering them, 
were exchanged with an ardour which cannot be 
described. Gen. \Vashington was honoured by 
Congress with a vote of thanks. They also order
ed a medal to be struck, \-vith suitable devices to 

I 

perpetuate the remem brance of the great even t. 
The Massachusetts Council, and House of Repre
sentatives complimented him in a joint address, in 
which they expressed their good wishes in the fol
lowing words-" May you still go.on approved by 
heaven, revered by all good men, and dreaded by 
those tyrants wr~ c1aim their fellow nien as their 
property." His answer was modest and proper. 



~jEORG·E \VASHINGTON. 

CHAP. III. 

CAMPAIGN OF 1716. 

OJ tIle operations qf General Washington in New- · 
York and New-Jerse.y. TIle battle on Long Is
land. The retreat from York Island and tllrough 
JeT·sey. The battles qf Trenton ~nd Princeton. 

-. ........ 
T HE evacuation· of Boston varied the scene, CHAP. 

but did not lessen the labours of .Washillgton. _1_11 ..... _ 

Henceforward he had a tnuCll more' fornlidable 
t 

enemy to contend with. The royal army in Bos-
ton was,o.n a small s.cale, calculated to awe tlle ill

habitallts ofMassacllusetts into obedience, but tIle 
campaign of 1776 was opened in New-York with 
a force far exceeding any thing hitherto seen in 
America. Including the navy;and army, it amount-
ed to 65,000 men, and was calculated on the 
idea of reducing t~e whole United Colonies. The 
operations contemplated co~ld be best carried on 
from the nearly central province of New-York, 
and the army could be supplied with provisions 
from the adjacent islands, and easily defended by 
the British navy. For these reasons, the evacua-
tion of Boston, and ihe concentration of the royal 
forces at New-\"'ork, l1ad been for SOlne time re-

. solved upon in England. 
The reaRons that induced the British to gain 

pO$session of New-York, weighed with Washing-

1770 
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III. 

1776. 

THE LIl~~E Op1 

ton to prevent or delay it. lIe bad therefore de~ 
tached largely from his army before Boston, and 
sent Gen. Lee to take tIle command, and after 
providing for the security of Boston, proceeded 
soon after the evactlation tllereof ,vitll tile main 
army to New-York, and made every preparation in 
his power for its defence. Considerable time was 
allowed for this purpose; for Gen. Howe, instead 
of pushing directly for New-York, retired to Ha
lifax "'itll tile forces withdrawn f.·om Boston. He 
there waited for the promised reinforcement.s from 
England; but, impatient of delay, saiJed without 
them for New-York, and took possession of Staten 
Island in the latter end of .June. He was soon 
followed by his bl'other, Admira,) Howe, and their 
wllole force was assembled about the middle of Ju
ly, and in apparent readiness for opening the cam
paign, Before hostilities were commenced, the Bri
tish General and Admiral, in their quality of civil 
commissioners for effecting a re-union between 
Great-Britain and the Colonies, made an attempt. 
at negotiation. To introduce this business, they 
sent a flag ashore with a letter addressed. 1:0 George 
Washington, Esq. This he refused to receive, as 
not being addressed to him with the title due to 
his rank, and at the same time wrote to Congress, 
" That he would 11ot, on any occasion, sacrifice es
sentials to punctilio, but in this instance, deemed 
it a duty to his country to insist on that respect 
which, in any other than a public view, he would 
willingly have waved." ~ometime after, Adjutant 
General Patterson was sent by Gen. Howe with a 
letter addressed to George 'Vashington,&c. &c. &c. 
On an interview, the Adjutant General, after ex .. 
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pressing his high esteem for the person and cha- CHAP. 

. 111. 
racter of the American· General, and declaring __ -..-, 
that it was not intended to derogate from the re
spect due to· his rank, expressed his hopes, that 
tIle et ceteras would retnove tlle impedinl€llts to 
their correspondence. Gen. Washington replied, 
" That a letter directed to any person in a public 
character, should have some description of it, 
otllerwise it WOll1d appear a mere private letter; 
that it was true the et ceteras implied every thing, 
but they also implied any thing, and that he 
~honld therefore decline the receiving any letter 
directed to him as a private person, when it relat .... 
ed to his public station." A long conference en-

. sued, in which- the Adjutant General observed that 
"the Comn.tssionel's were armed with gl'eat pow
er3, and would be very happy 'in effecting an ac
co·mmodation.'" He received for answer, " tilat 
from what appeared, their powers were only to 
grant pardons; that they who had comtpitted no 
fanlt wanted no pa':don." 

On tIle arrival of Gen. Howe at Staten Island, 
the American army did not exceed 10,000 men, 
but' by sundry reinforcements before the end of 
August, they 'amounted to 27,000. Of these a 
great part were milit.,a, and one fourth of the 
whole was sick. The diseases incident to new 
troops prevailed extensively, and W€l'e aggravat
ed by a great deficiency in tents. "These troops 
'Were so judiciously distributed on York Is]and, 
,Long Island, Governor's Island, Paulus Hook, 
and on tIle Sound towards New Roche11e, East 
and West Chester, that the enemy were very cau
Hous in determining when or where to commence 

1716. 
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eH/p. offensive operations. Every probable point of 
_1 ..... 1.

1
_ debarkation was watched, and guar~ed with a 

1776. force sufficient to embarrass, though very insuffi
cient to prevent, a landing. From the· arrival of 
the British army at Staten Island, the Alnericans 
were in daily expectation of being attacked. 
General Washington was therefore strenuous in 
preparing his troops fo.. action. lIe trie.d every 
expedient to kindl~ in their breasts t.he Jove of 
their country, and an high toned indignation 
a~;ainst its invaders.' In general orders he ad
dressed tllem as follows. ""fl.lC tilDe is 110\V 1lear 
at hand, which must probably determine whether 
Americans are to be freCloetl or slaves; whetller 
they are to have any property they can call their· 
own; whetller their llollses atld farms are 10 be 
pillaged and destroyed, and themselves consigned 
to a state of wretchedness, fl'om wl1icll rlO 11unlall 
efforts will deliver tllem. Tile fate of unborrl 
millions will now depend, under God, on t1le cou
rage and conduct of this army. Our cruel and 
unrelenting enemy, leaves us on1y the choice of 
a brave resistance, or tile most al)ject subnlission. 
'V e have therefore to resolve to conquer or to die. 
Our own, our country's honour, calls up~n us for 
a vigorous and manly exertion; and if we now 
shanlefully fail, we shall become infamous to the _ 

I 
whole world. Let us then rely on the g'oodness I 

! 

f! ~~~;:u;:~d:n~i!~:r;i~s~f~!h:!:;:~m:!ei:!~ I 

we are the instruments of sav ing them from ~ht:: I 
'II ~ 
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tyranny meditated against them. Let us there- CHAP. 

d
Ill. 

fore animate and encourage each other, an show __ --
the whole world that a freeman contending for 1176. 

liberty on his own ground, is superior to any 
slavish mercenary on earth." 

When the whole reinforcements of the enemy 
had arrived, Gen. Washington, in expectation of 
an immediate attack, again addressed his army, 
and called on them to remember that " liberty, 
property, life, and honour, were all at stake; that 
upon their courage and conduct, rested the hopes 
of their bleeding and insll'lted country; that their 
wives, children, and parellt~, expected safety fronl 
them only; and that they had every reason to be-
lieve tllat Heaven would crown with success so 
just a cause." I-Ie farther adde~-" The enemy 
will endeavour to intimidate by show and appear- -
ance, but remember they have been repulsed 011 

various occasions by a few brave Americans. 
'fheir calIse is bad-tlleir men are conscious of it, 
and if opposed with firnlness and coolness on their 
first onset, with our advantage of works, and 
knowledge of the groq.nd, the victory is most as
suredly ours. Every good soldier will be silent 
and attel1tive-wait f()r orders-and reserve his 
fire until he is SU'i'e of doing execution: of this 
the ofiicers are to be particula,rly careful. I, 

He then gave the 010St explicit orders that 
any soldier who should utt.empt to conceal him
self, or retreat without orders, should instantly be 
shot down, as an example of the punishment of 
cowardice, and desired every officer to be parti
cularly attentive to the conduct of his men, and 
report those who should distinguish themselves 
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by braye and noble actions. These 11e solemnly 
------- promiseli to notice and rewal~d. 

CHAP. 
Ill. 

1776. On the 22d of August, the greatest part of the 
British troops landed on Long Island. ,,7 ashing
tOil iOlmett iatel v made a fartller effort to rouse his . . 

troops to deeds of valour. "The enemy, said he, 
have landed, and the hour is fast approaching on 
which the honour and success of this army, and 
the safety of our bleeding country, depends. Re
member, officers ~nd soldiers, that YOll are freemen, 
fighting fOT the blessings of Liberty; that slavery 
w ill be your portion alld that of your postel·ity, if 
you do not acquit yourselves like meo. Remem
ber how your courtt.ge has been despised and 
traduced by your cruel invaders, though they 
have found by deal'" experience at Boston, Charles
town, and other places, what a few brave men, 
contending in their own land, and in the best of 
causes, can do against hirf'lirigs and mercenaries. 
Be coo), but determined. Do 110t lire at a distance, 
Dut wait for orders from your officers." He re
peated his injunctions, " to shoot down any per
son who Sl10uld misbehave in actio.l," and 11is 
hope" that none so infamous would be found, 
but that, on the contrary, each for himself re
solving to conquer or die, and trusting to the 
smiles of heaven on so just a cause, would behave 
with bravery and resolution." H is assurance of 
rewards to those who should distinguish them
selves, were repeated; and he declared his confi
dence, that ~f the army would but emulate and 
imitate their bl ave countrymen in other parts of 
J\merica, they would, by a glorious victory, save 
their country, and acquire to themselves immor
tal hOllour." 
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On· the 5th day after their landing, the Btitisb tHAP. 
Ill. 

att.acked the Americans on Long Island, cominand- ___ -" 
ed by Gen. Sullivan. The variety of ground and 
the different parties employed in different places, 
both in the attack and defence, occasioned a sncce!S.-
sion of small engagements, pursuits, and slaugh-
ter, which lasted for n'lany bourse 

The Americans were defeated in all directions. 
The circumstances which eminently contributed 
to this, were the superior discipline of the assail
ants, and the want of early intelligellce of their 
movements. There was not a single corps of ca
valry in the American army. The transmission 
of intelligence was of course always slow, and 
often impracticable. From the want of it, some of 
their detachments, while retreating before one por .. 
tion of the enemy, were advancing towards an
other, of whose movements they were ignorant. 

In the height of the engagement 'Vashington 
passed over to Long Island, and with infinite re
gl~et saw the slaughter of his best troops, but had 
not the power to prevent it; for had he drawn 
his whole force to· their support, he must have 
risked every thing on a single engagement. He 
adopted the wiser plan of evacuating the island, 
with all the forces he could bring off. In sup~rin
tending this necessary, but difficult and dangeM 

rons movement, and ~he ev~nts of the preceding 
day, 'Vashington was indefatigable. For forty. 
eight hours he never closed his eyes, and was al
most constantly on horse-back. In less than thir
teen hours, the field artillery. tents, baggage, and 
about 9000 men, were conreyed from Long Isl
and to the city of New .. York, over East River, an.Q 

C! 

1176. 
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C~·JitP. without the 'knowledge of the British, th~ugh not 
n .. 600 yards distant. The darkness of the 111ght and 

1776. a heavy fog in the morning, together with a fair 
wind after midnight, favoured this retreat. It 
was completed without interruption some tjme 
after the dawning of the day. 

The un~uccessful termination of the late action, 
Jed to co*equences more seriously alarming to 
tIle Americans, t.llal1 tIle Joss ott their me,n. Hi-
therto they had had such confidence in themselves, 
as engaJ;ged in the cause of liberty and their coun
try, that it outweighed aU their appL'ehensions 
from the exact discipline of the British'ttoops ; 
,but now ,finding that many of them had been ell
circled: in inextricable difficulties from the supe .. 
rior military skill of their adversaries; they went 
to the opposite extreme, and began to think but 
very indifferently of themselves and their 1eaders, 
when opposed to disciplined troops. As often as 
they saw the enemy approaching, they suspect .. 
ed a military manreuvre, from which they S\lppO~ 
sed nothing coold save them but immediate flight. 
Apprehensions of this kind might naturally be 
expected from citizer. soldiers, lately taken from 

, agricultural pursuits, who expected to lay aside 
the, military character at the end of the current 
year. Washington, tremblingly alive to the state 
of his army, wrote to Congess on the sixth day 
after the defeat on Long Island, as follows: "Our 
situation is truly distressing. The check our de
tachment lately sustained has dispirited too great 
a proportion of our troops, and filled their minds 
with apprehension and despair. 1'he luilitia, in .. 
stead of calling forth their utmost efforts to a brave 
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and manly opposition, in oraer to repair out' loss- (:HAP. 

III. 
es, are dismayed, intractahle, and impatient to ..-, -.. ........... 
retqrn. Great numbers of them have gone off; 1776. 

in some instances, alsnost by whol~ regiolents, in 
many by half ones, and by companies at a time. 
This circ::umstallce of it,self, independent of others" 
when ii'onted by a weIf appointed enenlY, superia 

or in num ber to our whole collected force, would 
be sulliciently disagreeable; but when it is add-
ed, that their example has infected another part 
of the army; that their want of.disCipline and re-
fusal of almost every kin(l of restraint and go.vern~ 
ment, llave rendered a like C011duct but,too C'Otn· 

mon in the whole, and have produced an entire 
disregard of that order and subordination which 
is necessary for an alrmy, our condition is still 
more alarming; and ,¥ith the deepest concern I 
am obliged to confess my want of confidence in 
the generality of the troops. All these circutn-
stances fully confirm the opinion I ever entel·tain-
ed, and which I more than once in my' letters 
took the liberty of mentioning to Congress, that 
no dependence could be put in a militia, or other 
troops than those enl1sted and embodied for u. 
longer period than our regulations have hitherto 
prescribed. I am fully convinced that our liberties 
must of necessity be greatl y hazarded, if not en-
tirely lost, if their defence be left to any but a 

. permanent army. 
"Nor would the expense incident to the sup

port of such a body of troops as would be compe
J tent to every exigency. far exceed that which is 
incurred by calling in daily succours and newell. 
listments,-"'which,when effected, are not attended 
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CHAP. with any good cmlsequences. Men who hav,c 
III . 

........ -- been free and subject to no cont1'ol, cannot be re-
1776. du.:;ed to order in an instant; and the privileg~s 

and exemptions they clairn, and will have, influ-
ence tIle conduct of otllers in suell a manner, tllat 
tl... .. : aid derived from them is nearly counterba
lanced by the disorder, irregularity, and confu-
sion they occasion." . 

In fourteen days after this serious remonstrance .. 
Congress resolved to raise 88 battalions to serve 
during the war. Under these circumstances, to 
wear awa.y the campaign with as little ,loss as 
possible, so as to gain time to raise a permanent 
a.rm y against the next year, was to the Americans 
an o~ject of the greatest importance. 

Gen. Washington, after much deliberation, de
termined on a war of posts. Recent events con
firmed him in the policy of defending his country 
by retreating, wheN he could no longer stand his 
ground without risking his army. He well knew 
that by adopting it he would subject himself to the 
imputation of wanting energy and decision; but 
with him the love of country was paramount to 
all otller considerations. 

In conformity to these principles, the evacua
tiOll of New~York was about tllis time resolved 
UPOIl, whensoever it could no longer be maintain
ed without risking the army. Arrangements 
were accordingly made for a temporary defence, 
and an ulti:nate retreat when necessity required. 
"fhe 'British, now in possession of Long Island, 
could at pleasure pass over to York Island or ,the 
Inain~ Washington was apprehensive that they 
would land a boye him, cut oft· his retreat, and for(~c 
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·him to a general action on York Island. He 
therefore moved his public stores to Dobbs' ferry, 
and st.ationed 12,000 mel} at tIle nortllern elld of 
York Island. 'Vith the remainder he kept up 
the semblance of defending New .. York, though he 
llad deternlined to abandon it, rather tl1an .risk 
his army for its preservation. 

While Washington was making arrangements 
to Save his troops and stores by evacuating and re
treating, the British commander was prosecuting 
his favourite scheme offorcing the Americans to a 
general action, or breaking the communication be
tween their posts, With this vi~w he landed about 
4000 men at Kipp's Bay, three miles above Ne~ .. 
York, under cover of five men of war. Works had 
l)een thrown up at this place, which were capable 
of being defended for some time, and troops, were 
stationed in them for that purpose; but they fled 
with precipitation without waiting for the ap
proach of the enemy.· Two brigades we~e put in 
motion to snpport them. Gen. Washington rode 
to the scene of action, and to his great mortjfi~ 
tion met the whole party retreating. While he 
was exerting himself to rally them, on the appear
ance of a small corps of the enemy, they again 
bro~e, and ran off in disorder. Such dastardly 
condl;lct raised a tempest ill the usually tranquil 
mind of Gen. Washington. Having embarked in 
the American cause from the purest principles, 

. l1e vie'wed witll infinite concern this shameful be
haviour, as threatening ruin to his country. He 
recollected the many declarations of Congress, of 
the al'my, and of the inhabitants, preferring liber
ty to life, and death to dlshonollr, and contrasted 
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CHAP. thetll with their present scandalous flight. His 
III . 

............. ' .............. -" soul was harrowed up with apprehensions that his 
1776. country would be conquered) her army disgraced, 

and her liberties destroyed. He anticipated, in 
imagination, that the Americans would appear to 
posterity in the light of high sounding boasters, 
who blustered when danger was at a distance, but 
shrunk at the shadow of opposition. Extensive 
confiscations, and numerous attainders, presented 
themselves in full· view to his agitated mind. He 
saw in imagination new formed states, with the 
means of defence in their hands, and the glorious 
prospects of liberty before them, levelled to the 
dust; and such constitutions imposed on them, 
as were likely to crush the vigour of the human 
mind; while the unsuccessful issue of the present 
struggle would, for ages to come, deter posterity 
from .the bold design of asserting their rights. 
Impressed with these ideas, he hazarded his per
son for some considerable time in rear of llis own 
men, and in front of the enemy, with his horse's 
head towards the latter, as if in expectation that, 
by an honourable death, he might escape the in
famy he dreaded from the dastardly conduct of 
troops on whom he could place no dependence. 
Ilis aids, and the confidential friellds around his 
person, by indirect violence, compelled him to re
tire. In consequence of t.heir address and impor
tunity, a life was saved for public service, which" 
otherwise, from a sense of' honour and a gust of 
passion, seemed to be devoted to almost certain 
destruction. 

The shameful e\'ents of this day, ha~telled the 
c,"acllation of Ne\v.York. Tllis was efiected with 
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very little loss of men, but all the heavy artillery C~It.P. 
and a large portion of the baggage, provisions,. .... 
mil itary stores, and particularly the tents, ,vere 1776. 

unavoidably left behind. The loss I)f the last 
mentioned article was severely felt in that season, 
when cold weather was rapidly approaching. 

The British having got possession of the city 
of New-York, advanced in front of it, and stretch
ed their encampments across York Island; while 
their shipping defended their flanks. ! 'Vashington 
had made his strongest post at Kingshridge, as 
that preserved his communication with the coun
try. Ip. front of this, and near to the British,. he 
had a strong detachment posted in an intrencbed 
camp. This position of the two armies was par
ticularly agreeable to l1im; for he wished to ac~ 
custom his raw troops to face their enemies, 
hoping that by frequent skirmishes they 'would 
grow so familiar with the dangers incident to war, 
as to fear them less. Opportunities of making 
the experiment soon occurred. On the day after 
the retreat from New-York, a skirmisb took piace 
between an advanced detachment of tile British 
army and some American troops, commanded by 
Col. Knowlton, of Connecticut, and Major Leitch,· 
of Virginia. Both these officers fell, bravely 
fighting at the head of their troops. The Cap .. 
tains with their men kept the ground, and fairly 
beat tlleir adversaries from the field. Tllis was 
the first advantage the army under the command 
of Washington bad gained in the campaign. Its 
influence on the army was great. To increase its 
effects, the parole the next day was" l,ei~ch," and 
the General gal?€! public thanks to the troops en .. 
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gaged therein. He contrasted their conduct with CHAP. 
III. 

__ p. ____ the late shameful flight of the troops from the 
1776. works on Kipp's Bay, and observed-" Tha.t the 

result proved what might be done, where ofiicers 
and men exerted themselves;" and again called 
on all " so to act as not to disgrace the noble 
<:ause in which they were engaged." 

General Howe continued to prosecute his 
scheme for cutting off "Vashington's communica
tion with tIle eastern states, and enclosing him so 
as to cotopel a general engagement. With this 
view the royal army landed on Frog's Neck, in 
West·Chester county, and soon after advanced to 
New Rochelle, and made sundry sllccessive move
ments, all calculated to effect this purpose. A 
few skirmishes took place, but a general action 
was carefully avoided by Washington, except in 
one c,ase, in which Ile Ilad suell a manifest advan
tage from his position on hills near the White 
Plains, that Gen.. Howe declined it. The pr~ject 
of getting in the rear of the American army was 
in like manner frustrated by frequent and judi ... 
cious changes of its position. Gen. Howe failing in 
his first design, adopted a new plan of operations. 
His efforts \vere hencefor\vard directed to an il1va .. 
sion of New Jersey. 'Vashingtoll, penetrating his 
designs, crossed the North River. I-Ie wrote to 
William Livingston, governor of New Jersey, ur
ging hiln to put the nlilitia of that State in the 
best state of preparat ion to defend their country, 
and also recomln~nding the remo\"aJ of stock 
and I>l"ovisions fl"Olll the sea coast. Abont this 
t.ilne Fort Washington was taken by stol"m, and . 
the garrison, consisting of more than 2000 men, 
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\Vitt their commander, Col. Magaw, surrender- CHAP. 

ed prisoners of war. This was the only post held _1_11_, .... 

by the Americans on Yark Island; and was an 
exception to the general plan of evacuating and re
treating. I-Iopes .}lad· been indulged that it might 
be defended, and, in conjunction with Fort Lee, 
on the opposite Jersey shore, made useful in em
barrassing the passage of British vessels up and 
down the North niver. This post having fallen, 
orders for the evacuation of Fort :Lee ,\'ere imme-
diately given; but before the stores could be re-
moved, Lord Cornwallis crossed the- North River 
with 6000 men. Washington retreating before 

'him, took post along the Hackensack. His situa
tion there was neal-Iy similar to that which he had 
abandoned; for he was liable to be enclosed be
tween the Hackensack and the Pasaic rivers. He 
tberefore, on the approach of the enemy, passed 
over to Newark. He stood his ground there for 
some days, as if determined on resistance; but 
being incapable of any eR'ectual opposition, re
treated to Brunswick, on tbe day Lord Cornwal
lis entered Newark. At Brunswick Washington 
kept his troops ·in motion, and even advanced a 

. small detachment, as if intending to engage the 
enemy. Nor did he quit this position till their ad .. 
vanced guards were. in sight. Lord Stirling was 
leA"at Priucetonwith liOO men, to watch the 
British; and Washiijgton proceeded with the resi
due to Trenton..Tbere he meant to make a stand. 
Orders \Verepre~'ioosly given to collect and guard 
all the boats for \70 miles on the Delaware. The 
baggage and store$w~re also passed o,·er. These 
Itt-ing secured, 'Vashi·ngtoll detached 1200 men 

tl 
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c~tP. to PrincetQn, to keep up the appearance of o~o
~----. sition, and soon follo\ved' witll about iOOO militia 

1776. nlen who had recently joined him. Before he 
reached Princetop, intelligence was received that 
I ... ord Cornwallis, strongly reinforced, was advanc
ing from Brunswick in different directions, with 
the appart~nt design of getting in bis rear.' An 
immediate l·etreat over the llelaware became 
necessary. This was effected on the 8th of Dt!
cember. Washington secured all his boats on 
the Pennsylvania side; broke down the bridges 
on roads leading to the opposite shores, and post
ed his troops at the different fording places. So 

· keen was the pdl'SU it, that as tbe rear guard of 
the retreating army embarked, the van or the cne .. 
my came in sight. The British having drive~ the 
American army out of Jersey, posted themselves 
up and down the Delaware, and small parties pas8- . 
ed and repassed from one to the other, without 
any ipterruption. They m·ade some attempts to 
get boats, but failed. They also repaired some 
of the bridges tbat bad been reeently destroyed. 
and pushed forward a strong detadlment to Dor
denton. This \vas intended to increase their chan
ces for crossing, and to embarrass. Washington, 
who could not tell from whicb of' their several posi
tions they would make the attempt. Gen. Putnam 
was in the meal! ~ime sent on .:0 soperintend the 
. erection of lines of defence froDl the Schuylkill to 
the Delaware, for the security of Pbiladelphia. 
Small redoubts wel"C hastily thrown up to guard the 
iord ing places; and Gernlantowll \Vas fixed upon . 
asa pla<'"e of rcndez\'ous, in case the British should 
cross and dri,·e tlie i\mericalls ;rrom their extenrl·· 
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ed encampments on the Delaware. This retreat CHAP. 
. 111. 
thl"ough the Jerseys was attended with ahnost eve- _ ...... , ...... 
ry circumstance that could occasion embarrass
ment or depression. Washington was pressed 
with difficulties on all sides. In casting his eyes 
around, he could not promise himself adequate 
support from any quarter. His gloomy prospt'cts 
'Were not brightened by aQY expectations, on th.e 
fuUiltnent of wbichhe could depend. Distrust-
ing. but not despairing, he asked Col. Reed-
" Should we retreat to the back parts ofPennsyl-
vania, will the Pennsylvanians support U8?" The 
Colonel answered-" If tbe lower cOllntles are mb-
dued and give up, the back counties will do the 
same;." \Vasbington Dobl, replied-" We mult re- . 
tire to Augusta county. in Vir,inia..Numberl' 
will be obliged to repair to UI for· ~afety .aud we 
must try what we can do, in cRrryins on a pre

. datory war; and if overpowered, . we must eross 
. tbe Alleghany . mOQntaiD8.~' Gen. W .. bington . 
bad no cavalry but a small corps of badly mount .. 
edCoJlDecticut militia; and WtlSalm08t equaJly 
destitute of aniUery, wbile . conducting this re
treat. It commenced iDa lew day. ·aAertbe re
duction of Fort V/ashin gton , in wh·ich tbe flower 
of the AlDericarl· a11Dywere made prisoners of 
war. A great part of the retreating troops cOo- . 
sisted of those who badgarrisQoed Fort Lee. 
These had been compelled to abandon their post 
so suddenly, tbat they left bebin.1 th~ tbeirtents, 
blankets, and cooking utensils_ In this situation 
they rel,-eated, bacUy armed, worse clad, aodin 
many instances barefooted, in tbe cold months of 
Novembea" and December, through a desponding 
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COUlltl·Y, more disposed to seek safety by submiS'-. tHAI'. 
III. 

I_V --------.. sion than resistance. . IT nder all these disadvan
1176. tages, they performed a march of about ninety 

miles, and had the address to prolong it to a space 
of nineteen days, that as much time as possible 
might be gained for expected reinforcements to 
arrive. As they retreated through the country, 
scarcely one of the inhabitantsjoined them; while 
numbers daily flocked to the British army, and 
took the benefit of a royal proclamation issued at 
this critical time, for pardoning all who, within 
sixty d~ys, would return to the cOlldition of Bri-
tish' $u~jects. 

The small force wbich began this retreat was 
daily lessening, by the expiration of the term of 

. service for which they were engag¢d. This termi
nated in November with many, and in December 
with nearly two thirds of the residue. No persua
sions were availing to induce their continuance. 
They abandoned their General, when the advan
cing enemy was nearly in s~ght. The Pennsylva .. 
nia militia ~as engaged to the first day of Janua
ry, but they deserted in such numbers that it be
came necessary to place guards at the ferries to 
stop them. Two regiments had been ordered 
from Ticonderoga to join Gen. Washington, but 
their term of service expired on the first of De
cember. They refused to re-enlist, and went off, 
to a man. Gen. Lee, who commanded the east
ern troops, was repeatedly ordered by Washing
ton to cross the North River, and join the retreat
ing army; but these orders were not obeyed. 
While at a distance both from his troops and the 
enemy, he was surprifted and taken prisoner by 
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the British. l'his begat suspicions, that, despair- CHAP. 
III. 

,jng of the success of the Americans, he had cho ... __ _ 
sen to abandon their service. Though these ap
prehensions were \Vitbout foundation, they pro
duce(l tile same mischievolls effects on tile minds 
of the people as if they were realities. About the 

, same time Congress thought it expedient to leave 
Philadelphia and 'retir~ to Baltimore. 

Under all these trying circumstances, Wash
ington was undismayed. He did not despair of 
the public ,safety. Wit&-t unconquerable firmness 
and the most petfect self-possession, he was always 
the same, and constantly showed himself to his 
army with a serene and undisturbed countenance. 
Nothing was omitted by him that could embarrass 
the enemy, or animate his army and country. He 
forcibly' pointed out to Congress the defeetive 
constitution of their army, without cavalry,' with. 
'out artillery and engineers; and enlarged upon 

. the impolicy of short enlistments, an~placing 
'confidence in militia suddenly called out and fre

quently ,cbanged. He urged these matters with 
great warmth; but to prevent offence, added-" A 
cllaracter to lose-an estate to forfeit-the inesti
mable,blessing of liberty at stake-and a life devot
ed, must be my excuse." He also hinted at ~he pro .. 
"riety of enlarging his powers so as to enable him 
to act in cases of urgency, without~plication to 
Congress ;, but apologized for this liberty hy.de-
,claring, "that he felt no lust of power, and wished, 
with the greatest fervency for an opportunity of 
turning the sword into a ploughshare:" but add
ed-" his feelings as an officer and a man had 
'been such as to force him to say, that 110 person 

;1776. 



CHAP. ever had. a greater choice of difficulties to contend III. 
'--______ ....... with tllal1 himself." . 

1776. In this very dangerous crisis, Washington 
made every exertion to procul'e reinforcements to 
supply the place of those who were daily leaving 
him. lIe sent Generals Mifflin and Armstrong 
to rouse the citizens of Pennsylvania. Col. Reed 
was dispatched to Governor Livingston, to urge 
on ,him the nece,ssity of calling out the Jersey mi
litia. These exertions were in a gre'at measure 
unavailing, except in and near the city of Phila .. 
delphia. F.ifteen hundred of the citizens of that 
metropolis associated together, and marched to 
the aid of 'Vashington. Though t most of these 

#·were accustomed to the habits of a city life, they 
slept in tents, barns, and sometimes in the open 
air, duriIlg the cold. months of December and Ja
nuary. 

On the capture of Gen. Lee, the command of 
his army devolved on Gen. Sullivan, who, in obe
dience to the orders formerly given, joined Gen. 
Washington. About the same time an addition was 
made to his foree by the arrival of a part of the nor
thern army. The Americans now amounted to 
about 7000 men, though during the retreat through 
the Jel"Seys, they were seldon) equal to half that 
nutober. l'he two armies were separated from 
each other by the river Delaware. The British, 
in the security of conquest, cantoned 'their troops 
in Burlington, Bordenton; Trenton, and other 
towns of New-Jersey, in daily expectation of be
ing enabled to cross into Pennsylvania by means 
of ice, which is generally fornled about that time. 
On receiving information pf their numbers and 
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different cantonments, Washington observed- ~ c~~~. 
" Now is the time to clip their wings, when they ..... '.......-.-..... 
arc so spread." Yielding to his native spirit of 1776-

enterprise which had hitherto been repressed, he 
formed the bold design of re-crossing the Dela· 
ware, and attacking the British posts on its east~ 
ertl banks . ... 
. In the evening of Christmas day be made ar

rangements for passing over in thr~ divisions; 
at M'Konkey's ferry, at Trenton, and at or near 
Bordenton. The troops which were to have cross· 
ed- at th8 two last places exerted themselv'es to get 
over, but failed from the q'lantityof ice which 
obstructed their passage. The main body, about 

. 2400 meR, began to cross very earty in the. even
ing; but w:~re so retarded by ice that it was near .. 
ly four o'clock in the mor~ing before- they 'were 
in . a condition to take up their line of march on 
the Jersey ·side. They were formed in two, divi
sions. One was ordered to proceed on tbe lower 
or river road; the other 011 the npp,er or Pen
nington road. These having nearlytbe same dis
tance to march, were ordered immediately on 
forcing the out guards, to. push directly in
to Trenton, t~at they might charge theenetny 
before they had ti'me to form. - Though they 
.Inarched different roads, yet they arrived within 
three minutes of each other. The out guards of 
the Hessian troops at Trenton soon feU back; but 
kept up a constant retreating' fire. rrheir Inain 
body being hard pressed by the Americans, who 
had already got possession of half their artillery, 
attempted to file ott by a road leading towards 
l'ritl('€'t~)n, bl1t were checked by a hoily of tl'OOp~ 
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thrown in their way. Finding they were surround. , CHAP. 
III . 

..... - .......... ed, they laid down their arms. The number 
1776. whicli submitted was 23 officers and 886 men. 

Betweel1 30 and 40 of the Hessians were killed 
and wounded. Col. Rahl was among the former, 
and seven of his officers among the latter. Cap
tain Washington, of the Virginia troops, and five 
or six of tile Americans, were wounded. Two 
l\1ere killed, and two or three were fl~ozen to deatll. 
The detachment in Trenton consisted of the regi
ments of Rabl, Losberg, and Kniphausen, amount
ing in the whole to about 1500 men, and a troop 
of British light ,horse. All these were killed or 
captured, except about 600, who escaped by the 
road leading to Bordenton. 

The British had a strong battalion of Jight infan
try at Princeton, and a force yet remaining neal' 
the Delaware, superior to the ~American army. 
Washingtoll, therefore, in the evening of tbe same 
.",,:thought it most prudent to cross into Penn~ 
·,.p~nia with his prisoners. .These being secur-
- , ... recrossed the Delaware, and took pos-

of 1~renton. Tile detachments Wllich had 
~n~.n distributed over New-Jersey previous to the 

. capture of the Hessians, immediately after that 
event assembled at Princeton, and were joined by 
the army from Brunswick un~er Lord Cornwallis'. 
From this position they came forward to Trenton 
ill great force, hoping, by a vigo~ous onset, to re
pair the injury their cause had sustained by the 
late defeat. 

Truly delicate was the situation of the feeble 
Am'erican army. To retreat was to hazard the ci
tyof Philadelphia, and to destroy every ray of hop~ 

• I 
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which began to dawn from their late success. To c~11:" 
risk an action with a superiour force in front, and, ---
a river in rear, was dangerous in the extreme. ,1776. 

To get round the advanced party of the British~ 
and, by pushing f01'\vards, to attack in their rear, 
was deemed preferable to either. The British, 
o~ tlleir advallce from Princeton, attacked a bo-
dy of Americans which were posted with four 
field pieces a little to the northward of Trenton, 
and compelled them t,o retreat. The pursuing 
British being checked at the bridge over Sanpink 
creek by some field pieces, fell back so far as to be 

, out of ' their reacll. TIle .l\m.ericatls were drawn' 
up on the opposite side of tbe creek, and in that 
p~sition remained till night" cannonading the ene .. ' 
my and receiving their fire. In this criticalhour,\ 
two armies, on which the success or failu·re of the 
American revolution materially depended; 'were 
crowded into the s,mall village of Trenton, and on
ly separated by a creek, in many placesforqable. 

The British, believing they bad all the,;.ePvan- , 
tages they could wish for, and that they eould use 
them when they pleased, discontinued aU farther 
opetations, and kept themselves in readiness to 
make the attack next ,morning. But the next 
Inorning presented a scene as brilliant on t~e one 
side; as it was unexpected on the other. Soon af
ter it became dark, Washington ordered all his 
baggage to be silently removed, and baying left 
guards for the purpose of deception, marched 
with his whole force by a circuitous I route to 
Princetoll. This mallreuvre was determined Up .. 
on in a (~ouncil of war, from a conviction that it 
would avoid the appearance of a retreat, and at 

I 
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the same time the hazard of an actJOl1 ill abacI 
position, and that it was the most likely way to 
preserve the city of Philadelphia froni faUing into 
the hands of the British. ",Vashingtoll also pre
sumed, that, from an eagerness to efface the im
pressions tnade by the late capture of the Hes
sians at Trenton, the British commanders had push-

. ed forward their principal force; and that the re
maillder in the rear at l)rinceton, was not more 
than equal to his own. The event verified this 
conjecture. The more effectually to disguise the 
departure of the Americans from Trenton, fhoes 
were lighted up in front of their camp. These 
not only gave an appearance of going to,rest, 
but, as flame cannot be seen througll, concealed 
Jrom· the British what was transacting behind 
them. In this relative position they were a pil
lar of ' tire to the one army, and the pillar of a 
cloua to the other. Providence favoured tllis 
movement of the Americans. The weather llact 
been for some time so warm and moist that tIle 
ground was soft, and the roads so deep as to be 
scarcely passable; but the wind suddenly chang
ed to the northwest, and ~he ground in a short 
time \\Tas frozen so hard that when the Americans 
took up their line of march, they were no more 
retarded than if they had been upon a solid pave-
DUent. · 

Washington reached Princeton early in the morn
ing, and would have completely surprised the Bri .. 
iish, had not a party which was on their way to 
"frenton descried his troops when they were about 
two miles distant, and sent back couriers to alarm 
their unsuspecting fellow soldiers in their rear. 
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Tilese COllsisted of tIle 17tl1, tIle 40tll, allo 65tll CHAl). 

l'egiments of British infantry, and some of the 111 • 

. royal artillery, with two field pieces, and three 1716. 

troops of light dragoons. 'rhe centre of the Ame
ricans, consisting of the Philadelphia militia, 
while 011 their line of march, was briskly charg-
ed by a party of the British, and gave way in 
disorder. The moment was critical. 'Vashing-
ton puslled fOf\\·ard, atld placed himself between 
his O\~'n mell and the Britisll, with his horse's 
head fronting th~ latter. The Americans, encou
raged by his·. example and exhortations, made ~ 
stand, and returlled the British fire. The Gene-,,' 
raj, though betweell both parties, was providen-
tially uninjured by either. A party of the British 
fled into the college, and were there at~edwith 
field pieces, which were fired into it. The seat 
of tIle muses beCRlnc for SODle time the scene of 
nctioll. The party which had taken refuge ill the 
C!ollege, after receh'ing a few discharges from the 
American field pieces, caDle out and surrendered 
themselves prisoners of war. In the course of the 
engagement sixty of the Bdtish were killed, and 
a great number wounded, and about 300 of them. 
taken prisoners. The rest made theil- escape, 
some by pushing on to rrrelltoll ; others by return-
ing to Brunswick. . 

'Vbile they were fighting in Pril1ceton, the Bri
tish in I'renton were under arms, and on tbe point 
of luaking an assault on the e\'8cuated camp of the 
}\mericans. 'Vitll so much address had the nlO\-C

mellt to l)rinceton been conducted, that though 
from tile critical situation of the two armies e\'~e-
1'Y ear lnay be supposed to have been open, and 
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CHAP. every watchfulness to have been employed, yet 
III. W 

______ . abington moved completely off tbe ground 
with his whole force, stores, blLggage, and artil
lery, unknown to and unsuspected by his adver- .. 
raries. The British in Trenton were so entirely. 
deceived, that wbeu they beard the report of the 
artillery at Princeton, though it was ill the depth 
of winter, they supposed it to be thunder. 

The B.-itish, astonished at tllese bold movements 
of an enemy supposed to be vanquished, instant .. 
Iv fell back with their whole force,. and 8tbandon-.... 

ed every post they held to the southward of New ... 
York, except Brunswick antt Amboy_ 
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CHAP. IV. 

CAMPAIGN OF 177T. 

Of tile operations of General Washi1lgt011, ill New· 
.Terseg a"d Pellns!Jlvl1llia, in tile campaign of 

· 1777. The battles of Brandytvine and German
loton. JVaslliHgtoll is 11d'Dised by the Bev. Jacob 
DucJ,~, to git~e lip the cOlllest. The distresses qf .. ' 
'he Americal" arm.y.· Its fointerquarters in Yol
Ie!) Forge. Gell.· Washington is assailedh!J the' ' .. ' .. 

y , 

clamour s of discontented ;ndlviduais andPuIJ/ic" . 
bodies, Qlld by the designs qfaJaclioll to.'t&rjJerlede·, 
hi7ll, in his n.fficc as C07n1n'a1Uier ill chief. .. '. ..... . . . 
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THE victories at Trenton and ?riDceton pro- ClIAP. 
lr: ' IV. 

duc'ed the mos.t extensive ellects, and bad a decid· [ u-_ 

ed influence on subsequent events. Philadelpbicl 1777. , 
was saved for that winter. Jersey was recovered . 
. The drooping spirits of the Americans were revi\'. 
cd. The gloomy apprehensions which bad late .. 
ly prevailed, of their being engaged in a hopeless 
cause, yielded to a confidence in Iheir General 
clnd their army, and in the uitinlate success ~f 
their struggles for liberty and independence. So 
strong an impulse was' given to the recruiting s{~r- . 
vice ill every part of the United Sbtes, as g,aVe' 
good ground to hope that the commander in tbie'f 
would be enable(\ to take the field in the spring 

t 

t 

\~, 

I . 



C~'¢.P. with a permanept regular army, on the new terms 
____ .... r of enlistment. . 

1777. j\fter the campaign had been thus carried into 
the month of January, Washington retired to 
~fouistown, that he might afford shelter to his 
suffering arlny. lIis situation there. was far froln 
being eligible. I-lis force for some considerable 
tilne \vas triflillg, \Vllell compared witl) tllat of tIle 
British; but the enemy and his own countrymen 
believed the contrary. Th~ir deception was che
rished and artfully. continued by the parade of a 
Jarge al'my. Washington pla~ed his officers ill 
positions of difficult access, and they kept up a 
S;Ollstal1t communication witll eacll otller. This 
secured them from insult and surprise. While. 
they covered the country, they harassed the fo
raaJngparties of the British, and confined them to 
llarrowlimits. . 

The .. re~ainder ~f the winter season passed over 
in a light w~r of skirmishes. These were gene
rally in favour of the Americans; but'Vnshing" 

. ton's views were much more extensive. He .hoped 
that his country, encouraged by the late successes 
at Trenton and Princeton, would have plac,ed at 
his disposal a large and efficient army, equal· to 
that of the enemy. To obtain it,he urged '\lith 
great earnestness the advantage of being enabled 

, to 'undertake decisive ope19 ations before reillforce
ments to tile IJritisll armv sllould arrive. Con-

ti 

gress, at his instance, passed the l'equi~ite reso~ 
1lltions; l)llt these could not be carried into effe'ct 
without the aiel of the state legislatures. 'The de~ 
lays incident to this slow mode of doing business, 
added to the r?collcetion of the suffering of the 
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troops in the last campaign, retarded tbe recruit- CHAP. 

ing service. Washington with infinite reluctance _' IV. 

was obHged to give up his favourite project of all 177r. 
early active campaign. 

In the advance of the spring, when·· recruits 
were obtained, a difficulty arose ill asseml)]illO' o 
th~m f.'onl the different states in which they had 
been· enlisted. As the British had possession of 
the ocean, they cou1d at ·pleasure transfer the war 
to any maritilne portion of tlle~ unioll. Eacll state, 
anxious for its particular safety, claimed protec~ 
tioll from tIle con1mon arlI1Y of the \vllole. Had 

• 
they been indulged, the feeble remnant under 
the immediate direction of the commander in 
chief, would have heen unequal to ~nygreat ea
terprise. To these partial calls he oppos~ an 
his authority and influence, ~nd .his poin~ t'~p1'e .. 
sentations made an ilnpression in favour ofptitna .. 
ry objects. These were to prevent the Bdtish 
from getting possession of Philadelpbia., or the 
Highlands on· the Hudson. Both were of so near- · 
ly equal importance to their intere~t, that it was 
impossible to ascertain which should be prefer- ... 
red by Sir 'Vi11iam Howe. In this uncertainty; 
Washington Inade such an arrangement of his 
troops as would enable him to oppose either. The 
northern troops were diyided betwee~ Ticon
deroga and Peekskill; while those from Jersey 
and the south were encamped at Middlebrook, 
neal· the Rariton. The Amerit'an force collected 
at this strong and defencible encampment, was 
nominally between nine and ten thousand men; 
l)ut tile effective rallk and fil€~ was about six tllOU

sand. A majority of these 'were raw recrftits.~ 
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CHAP. and a considerable number of such as 11ad been 
IV. 

__ .... , e~,1isted in the middle states were foreigners or 
1777. servants. To encourage the desertion of troops 

so slightly attached to the American cause, Gen. 
I Howe offered a reward to every soldier who would 

come over to his army, and an additional com
pensation to such as would bring their arms with 
them. To counteract these propositions, 'Vash
ington recommended to Congress to give full par
don to an Americans who would relinquish the 
British ser\,ice. , 

The campaign o.pened early in J nne on the 
part of the British, who advanc€~d towards Phila
delphia as far as Somerset connty, in New-Jersey; 
but they soon fell back to New-Brunswick. After 
.tllis retreat, Sir William Howe endeavoured to 
provoke Washington to an engagement, and left 
110 manreuvr~ untried that ,,'as calculated to in
duce him to quit his position. At one time he 
appeared as if he intended to push on, without re
garding the army opposed to him. At another, 
he accurately examined the situation of the Ame
rican encampmell~; hoping that some unguarded 
part might be found on which· an .attack might 
be made that would open the way to a general 

, engagement. .All these hopes were f"llstrated. 
Washington knew the full value of his situation. 
I-Ie l1ad too muell .. penetration to lose it from tIle 
circumvention of military manreuvres, and too 
Inuch temper to be provoked to a dereliction of it. 
lIe was well apprised it was not the ,interest of " 
his country to commit its fortune to a single 
action. 

Sir William IIowe suddenly relinquished his 
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Position in front of the Americans, and 'retire. d ·CijAP. IV. 
with his whole force to Anlboy. The apparently " 
retreating British were pursued by a consider~ble 1777. 

detachment of t~e Amel'ican army,' and 'Vashing .. 
! ton advancecl from Middlebrook to QllibQletown, 
to be near at hand for the support of his advanc
ed parties. Tbe' British General immediately 
marched his army back from Amboy, with great 
expedition, hoping to bring 'on a general ac
tion on equal ground; but he was disappoillted. 
Washington fell hack, and posted his army in 
such an advantageous situation as compensated 
for the inferiority of his numbers. Sit' William 
Howe was now fully convinced of the impossibi
lity of compelling a general engagement on equal 
terms, and also satisfied that it would be too ha.. , 
zardous to attempt passing the Delaware while 
the country was in arms, and the main American 
army in full force in his rear. He therefore re
turned to Amboy~ and thence passed over to Staten 
Island, resolving to prosecute the objects of the 
campaign by an embarkation of his whole force. 
at New-York. During the period of thes'e move-
ments, the real designs of Gen'. !-Iowe were in
volved in obscurity. Though the season for mili
tary operations was advanQ@,d as far as the month 
of JUly, yet his determinate object could not be 
ascertained. Nothing on his part had hitherto 
taken place, but alternately advancing and re .. 
treating. 'Vashington's em barrassment on this 
account was increased by intelligence which ar
rived, that Burgoyne was ad\'ancing .in gl'eat force 
towards New-York fl'orn Canada. Apprehending 
that Sir 'Villiam Howe would ultimately m9ve up 

K 
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CHAP. the North River, and tllat his movements which. 
I~ A · 

I ..... -...-. ....... looked southwardly were feints, the mencan 
chief detached a brigade to reinforce the northern 
division of his army. Successive advices of the 
advance of Burgoyne favoured' the idea that a 
junction of the two royal armies, near Albany" 
was intended. Some movements were therefore 
made by Washington towards Peekskill, and on 
tile other side towards Trenton, wllile the main 
8.rmy was encamped near the Clove, in readinesi 
to march either to the north or south, as the 
movements of Sir William Howe .might require. 

After the British had left Sandy Hook, they 
looked into the Delaware, and suddenly again 
put out to sea, and were not heard of for near 

· three weeks, except that once or twice they had 
been seen near the coast steering southwardly. 
Charleston, in South~arolina, was supposed to be 
their object at one time; at another, Philadelphia 

.by the way of Chesapeak ; at another, the Higb .. 
lands of New-York, to co-operate with Burgoyne. 

The perplexing uncertainty concerning the 
destination of the enemy which embarrassed the 
movements of Washingtol1, was not done away be
fore the middle of August, when certain accounts 
were received that the British had taken posses
sion of the Chesapeak, and landed as near to Phi
Jadelphia as was practicable. While the object 
of the campaign was doubtful, erery disposition 
was rna.de to defend all the supposed probabl~ 
points of attack except Charleston. This being 
at the distanee of sevell or eight hundred miles, 
. could not be assisted by an at'my marching over 
land, in time to oppose the euemy conveyed 
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tllither by water. 'VhiJe this idea prevailed, ar- CHAP. 
IV .. 

rangements were made to elnp}oy the American . _ 
army either against the enemy advancing from 1777 . 

.. Albany, or again~t the British posts in New-York, 
with the hope of making reparation for ,the ex-
pected loss of Charleston. As soon as the arrival 
of the British in the Chesapeak was known, Vl ash
ington ordered the different divisions of his ar
my to unite in the neighbourhood of Philadelphia, 

, towards the head of Elk; and tIle In'ilitia of Pel1n~ 
sylvania, Maryland,' and the northern counties 
, rY'rginia, to take the field. He had p.reviously 
writ n very pressing letters to the Governors of 
the eastern states, and to tile Generals in the 
western .parts of these states, to strengthen the 
northern army opposed to Burgoyne; and even 
weakened himself by detaching some of his best 
troops, particularly Morgan's riflemen, on that 
important servic,e. In the spirit of true patri
otism, he diininished his own chances of acquir
ing fame, that the common cause might be most 
effectually promoted by the be&t disposition of the 
forces under his command, for simultaneous 0ppo" 
sition to both Howe and Burgoyne. 

'Vashington passed his army wi~h every appear .. 
ance of confidence through the city of Philadel
phia, with a view of making some impression on 

. the disaffected of that city, and afterwards pro .. 
ceeded to\vards the llead of Elk. About tile same 
tilDe lle directed Gen. Sillallwood, witll tile militia 
of Maryland and Delaware, and some continen
tal troops, to hang on the rear of the enemy. As 
a substitute for Morgan's riflemen, Gen. Max-
well was furnished with a C01'pS of light infantry, 
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C~:'P. amounting to one thousand men, and directed to 
. _ annoy the British on their march through the 
1777. country. These troops were afterwards reinforc

ed with Gen. ,\\r ayne's division. Though the mi
litia did not turn out with that alacrity which 
might have been expected from the energetic calls 
of 'Vashington, yet a respectable force was as
sembled, which imposed on Sir William Howe a 
necessity of proceeding with caution. The royal 
arnlY set out from- the eastern heads of the Chesa
peak on the third- of September, with a spirit 
which promised to compensate for the various de .. 
lays ,which had hitherto wasted the campaign. 
They advanced with great circumspection and 
boldness till they were within two miles or the 
American army, which was -then posted in. the 
vic,inity of N(~w Port~ Washington soon chang
ed his ground, and took post on the high ground 
near Chadd's Fort~ on the B.'andywine creek, 
with an intention of disputing t.he passage. It 
'was the wish, but by no means the interest, of 
the Amedcans, to tl'y theil' strength in an en
gagement. Their regular troops were not only 
inferior .in discipline, but in numbers, to the 
royal army. l'he opinion of the inhabitants, th01Jg!l 
fOllnded on no cirCU1Dstances more substantial 
than their wishes, imposed a species of necessity 
on the American General to keep his army ill 
front of the enemy ,and to risk an action for the 
security of Philadelphia. Instead of this, had he 
taken the ridge of high mountains OIl his right, 
the British must have respected his numbers, and 
probably would have followed hian up the coun .. 
try. 111 this ma~ller the call1paign Blight have 
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been wasted away in a manner fatal to the invrl- CHAP. IV. 
ders; but the bulk of the American people were ...-....... _ 
so impatient of ~~lays, and had such an overween
ing conceit of the numbers ~nd prowessof their 
army, that they could not comprehend the wisdom 
and policy of manreuvres to shun a general en
gagement. 

On this occasion necessity dictated that a sacra
fi~e should be made on the altar of public opinion. 
A general action was therefore hazarded.. This 
took place at Chadd's Fort, on the Brandywine, 
a small stream which empties itself into Christiana 
creek, near its conflux with the river Delaware. 

The royal army advanced at day break in two 
columns, commanded by Lieutenant General 
Kniphausen and' Lord Cornwal1is. They first 
took the direct road to Chadd's Ford, and made a 
show of passing it, in front of the main body or. 
the Americans. At the same time the other co
lumn moved up on the west side of the Brandy- · 
wine to its fork, and crossed botll its brl\llChes, 
and then marched down on the east side thereof, 
with the view of turning the right wing of their 
adversaries. 

This they effected, and compelled them to re
treat with great loss. Gen. Kniphausen amused 
the Americans with the appearance of crossing 
the Ford, but did not attempt it until Lord Corn
wallis, having crossed above and moved down on 
the opposite side, had commenced his attack. 
Kuiphausen then cros~ed the Ford aud attacked 
the tl'OOPS posted for its defence. These, after a 
se\7ere contlIct, wel'e compelle,l to give way. 'The 
retreat of the A'llcricans SOUll became general, 

1777. 
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CHAP. and was continued 'to Chester.. Their loss was IV. 
- about nine hundred, and considerably exceeded 

1777. that of the Britisll. The final issue of battles 
often depends on small circumstances, which 
11uman prudence cannot control. One of these 
occurred here, and prevented Gen. Washing
ton from executing a bold design, to effect 
which his troops were actually in motion. Tbis 
was to cross the Brandywine, and attack Kniphau
sen, while Gen. Sullivan and Lord Stirling should 
keep Earl Cornwallis in check. In the most cri
tical moment Washington received intelligence 
which he was obliged to credit, that the column 
of Lord Cornwallis bad been only making a feint, 
and was returning to join Kniphausen. This pre
vented the execution of a plan, which, if carried 
into effect, would probably have given a diiTerent 

. tUfn to the events of tbe day. 
Wasbington made every exertion to repair the 

loss which had been s\\stained. The battle of 
Brandywine was represented as riot being deci
sive. Congress and the people w isbed to hazard 
a second engagement, for the security of Phila ... 
delphia. Howe Iiought for it, and'Vashington 
did not decline it. He therefore advanced 8,.-; far 
as tile Warrell tavern, on the Laoca~tel' road, wit)} 
an intention Gf meeting his adversary. Near tbat 
place both armies were on t~le point of engaging 
with th~ir whole force; but were prevented by a 
most violent storm of rain, \\-hich contillued for a 
whole day and nigbt. When the rain ceased, the 
AUlericalls fOUlld tllat their anlmUllition was en
tirely ruined. They therefore withdrew to a place 
of safety. Before a proper supply was procult~d, 

:J 
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the British marched from their position near the c~:'P. 
White Horse ta,:rern, dO\lrn towards the Swedes ~---.
Ford. The Americans again took post in their 1771. 

front, but the British, instead of urging an action, 
, began to march up towards Reading. To save 

the stores which had been deposited in that place, 
Washington took a new position, and left the 
British in undisturbed possession of the roads 
which lead to Philadelphia. His troops were 
worn down witll a succession of severe duties. 
There were in his army above a thousand men 

w 

who were barefooted, and who had performed all 
their late movements in that. conditione 

ThougbWashington had failed in his object of 
laving Philadelphia, yet . he retained the confi
dence of Congress and the States. With an ar
my inferior in numbers, disciplin<?, and equip ... 
mellts, he delayed the British army tl1irty days in 
adlrancing sixty miles thro\\gh an open country, 
without· fortifications, and the waters of which 
were every where fordable. Though defeated·· in 

, . one general action, he kept together his undisci
.. ·,pl.ined' 'and unprovided arnlY, and in less tban a 

:week offered battle to his successful ad ,'ersary. 
·l\'ben ·tbis was pre,· en ted by a storm of rain 
which ruined his ammunition, wbile many of his 
soldiers were without bayonets, be extricated 
tbern from thE' most immiot!nt danger, and nlain .. 
tained 'a respectable standing. Instead of imme ... 
diately retiring into winter quarters, he approach ... 
ed the enemy and encanlped on the Skippack 
road. The' British army took their stand in Phi.. :s1'17. 
ladelphia and Germantown, sbortly at\er th~ bat .. 
tie of Brandywine. From tbese. pOJitionsJ espe ... 
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CHAP. cially the last, considerable detachments were sent 
IV. 

___ to Chester and the vicinity, to favour an attempt to 
1717 open the navigation of the river Delaware, which. 

'tad been obstructed with great ingenuity and in-
dustry by the Americans. 

About the same time the American army re
ceived a reinforcelnellt of two tllollsand five hun
dred men, Wllicll increased its effectiv(~ force to 
eleven thousand. 

General Washington conceived that the present 
moment furnished a fair opportunity for enter
prise. lIe therefore resolved to attack. the Bri
tish in Germ~ntown. Theil- line of encampment 
crossed that village at right angles; the left wing 
extending on the west to the Schuylkill. That 
,ving was covered in front and flank by the Ger-

. man cha$$eurs. .A. battalion of light infantry, 
and the queen's American rangers, were in front 
of the right. The 40th regiment, with another 
battalion of infantry, was posted at the head of 
the village. The Americans moved from their 
encampment on the Skippack road in the even .. 
ing of the 3d of October, with the intention of sur
prising their adversaries early next m<;>rning, and 
to attack bpth wings in front and rear at the same 
time, so as to prevent the several parts from sup
porting each other. The divisions of Greene and 
Stevens, flanked by M'Dougal's brigade, were to 
enter by the lime kiln road. The militia of Ma
ryland and Jersey, under Generals Smallwood 
and Furman, were to march by the old York road, 
and to fall upon the rear of their r.ight. 

L01'd Stirling, with Nashe's and ~laxwel1's bri
gade, were to form a corps de reserve. The 
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.t\mericans began their attack about sunrise, on CHAP. IV. 
the 40th regiment and a battalion of light infantry, __ .............. 
These being obliged to retreat, were pursued into 
the village. On t,heir retreat, Lieut. Col. Mus
grove, with six companies, took post in Mr. Chew's 
strong stone house, which lay in front of the Ame-
ricans. From an adherence to the military max .. 
im of never leaving a fort possessed by an enemy 
in the rear, it was resolved to attack the' party in 
the house. 

In the mean time Gen. Greene got up with his 
column, and attacked the right wing. Col: Ma .. 
thews routed a party of the British opposed to him, 
killed several, and took 110 prisoners; but, fronl. 
the darkness of the day, 'lost sight of the, brigade 
to which he belonged, and having separated from 
it, was taken prisoner, with his whole regiment; 
and the prisoners which he had previously taken' 
were released. A number of the troops in Greene's 
division were stopped by the halt of the party be
for'e Chew's 110use. Near one half of the Ameri
can army remained for some time at that place in
active. In the mean time Gen. Grey led on three 
battalions of'the third brigade, and attacked with 
vigour. A sl)arp contest followed. Two British 
regiments attacked at the same time on the oppo
site side of the town. General Grant moved up the 
49th regiment to the aid of those Who were en
gaged with· Greene's column. 

The morning was foggy. This, by conceaHng 
the true situation of the parties, occasioned mis .. 
takes, and made so much cautiO)l necessarv as to 

eI 

give the British time to recover from the efiects of 
their first surprise. From these ca~e" the e,arly 

J~ 
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CHAP. p,'omising appearances on the part of the assail
IV . 

....... ----- ants were speedily reversed. TIle Americans left 
1777. 

• 

the field hastily, and all efforts to rally them were 
ineffectual. Washington was obliged to' relinquish 
the victory he had thought within his grasp, and 
to turn h is whole attention to the security of his 
army. A retreat about 20 miles to Perkioming 
was nlade, with the loss of only .one piece of artil
lery. In the engagement the loss of the Ameri
cans,~ inclliding the wounded and four llu,ndred. 
prisoners, was about 1100. A considerable part 
of this was occasioned by the 40th regiment, 
whicll, from tIle doors and windo-ws of Mr. Ghe\v's 
large stone house, kept up a constant fire 011 their 
uncovered adversaries. 

The plan of the batt~e of Germantown was ju
dicious, and its commencement well conducted; 
but to ensure its successtlil execution, a steady co
operation of the several divisions of tbeassailants 
was necessary. The tlUlllerOUS enclosures to be 
passed, and the thickness of the fog, rendered 
this impossible; especially by troops who were 
imperfectly disciplined, and withollt the advan
tages of experience. 

Congress voted their unanimous thanks "to 
General Washington for his wise and well concert
ed· attack, and to tile oificers an,d:: soldiers of the ar
nly, for their brave exertions on that occasion;" 
and added-" They were well satisfied that the 
best designs and boldest efforts may sometimes 
fail by unforeseen incidents." I 

In tbe latter part of the campaign of 1777, in 
proportion as the loss of Philadelphia became 
more probable, 'Vashington took every precau-
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tio'n -eventually to diminish its value to the enemy. CHAP, 
. IV. 

Orders were given for moving the military stores _--_ ...... 
and the vessels at the wharves of that city' higher 
up the Delaware. .From the time that t.heBritish 
got possession, every aid consistent with greater 
o~jects was given to the forts oonstructed on the 
Delaware for opposing the British iu their attempts 
to open the navigation of that river. Troops 
were stationed on botll sides of tile Delaware to 
prevent tIle inhabi,tants from going ,'\7.itll tlleir 
provisions to tIle market of Plliladelpllia, and to 
destroy small foraging parties sent out to obtain 
s.upplies for the royal army. These arrangements 
being made, Washington adv.anced towards Phi-
1adelphia. Hiiobjects we:re to enfeeble the roy
al army in their operations against the forts 011' 

rthe Delaware; to attack tllem -if circumstances ,fa
·yonred, and :prevent their receiv.ing supplies from 
the country. _The British -s.hortly after evacu
ated Gel·mantown; concentered tlleir force at 
Philadelphia, and directed. their principal at ten
tion to the opening the navigation of the De1a
'ware. This employed them for more thausix 
w.eeks; and after a great display of gallantry on 
both sides, was fillaH y accomplished. 

In . this discouraging state of public affairs,· a 
long letter was addressed by the reverend Jacob 
Duche, late chaplain. of Congress, and a cle.rgy .. 
man of the first rank, forcharacte,r. piety, and 
eloquen~, to Gen. 'VashingtQn; tbe purport of 
which was, to persuade him that farther re·sistance 
.to Great-Britain was hopeless, and would only in
. crease the calamities of their common country.; 
and uuder this impression tiC) ur.ge him io make 

• 
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C~v~P. the best terms he could with the British command· 
to ; er, and to give up the contest. . Such a Jetter, at 

1777. suell a 'time, in unison with the- known sentiments 
of many desponding Citizens, from a person whose 
character and connexions placed him above· all 
suspicion of treachery, and whose attachment to 
his native country, Americlt" was unquestionable, 
could not have failed to make .an impression on 
Dliods of a feeble texture; but from Washington, 
who never despaired of his country, the laboured 
epistle of the hone~t, but timid divine, received no 
fartller notice than a verbal message to the writer 
tllereof, "That if the contents of his Jetter had 

~ 

been known, it should have been returned un· 
opened." 

'VhiJe Sir William Howe was succeeding in 
every enterprise in Pennsylvania, intelligence ar
rived that Gen. Burgoyne and his whole army 
. bad surrendered prisoners of war to the Ameri
cans. "' .. ashington soon after received a consi
dereble reinforcement from the northern army, 
which had accomplished this great event. With 
this increased force he took a position at and near 
Whitemarsh. The royal army having succeeded 
in removing the obstructions ill tile river Dela-

tn-f. ware, were ready for Il~W enterprises. Sir Wil· 
Ham flowe marched out of Philadelpia, with al-

• 

most his whole force, expecting to bring on a 
general engagement. The next morning he ap
peared on Chesnut hill, in front of, and about 
three miles distant from the right wing of the 
Americans. On the day following the British 
Ghangec1 their ground, and moved to the right. 
Two d~ys after they IDoved stiJl farther to the 
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right, and made every appearance of an intention c~::. 
to attack the American encampment. Some _t .--

skirmishes took place, and a general action ·was 1777. 

hourly expected; but instead thereof, on the 
morning of the next day, after various marche s 
and COlltltermarches, the British filed off from 
their ri2'ht bv two or three different routes, in full 

'.,;- .' 
march for Philadelphia. 

'Vhile the two armies were· manreuvring, in 
constant expectation of all i~mediate engagement, 
Washington rode through every brigade of his ar
my, and with a firm steady countenance gave or
ders in person how to receive the enemy, and par-

ticularly urged on his troops to place their chief 
dependence on the bayonet. His position, in a lni
litary point of view, was admirable. He was so 
sensible of the advantages of it, that tIle manreuvres 
of Sir William Howe for some days could not allure 
him from it. In consequence of the reinforcement 
lately received, he had not in any preceding pe
riod of the campaign been in an equal condition 
for a general engagement. Though he 'ardently 
wished to be attacked, yet he would not relinquish 
a position from which he hoped for repa~ation for 
the adversities of the campaign. He could not 
believe that Gen. Howe, with a victor~ous army, 
and that lately reinforced with 4000 men from 
New-York, should come ~utof Philadelphia only 
to return thither again. He therefore presumed, 
that to·avoid the disgrace of such a movement, the 
British commander would, from a sense of military 
honour, be compelled to attack him, though under 
great disadvantages. When he found him cautious 
of engaging, and inclining to his left., a daring 
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C~::P. design was formed, which would have been en. 
- _____ .-..' cuted had the British either continued in their po .. 

1777. sition, or moved a little farther to tIle left of the 
Anlerican army. This was to have attempted in 
the night to surprise Philadelphia. 
," Three days after the retreat of the British, 
Washington communicated, in general orders, his 
intention of retiring into winter quarters. He 
expressed to his army high approbation of their 
past conduct; gave an encouraging statement of 
the' prospects of their conntry; exhorted them to 
,bear the hardships inseparable from their situa .. 
tion,ana eadeavoured to convince theirjudgments 
that these were necessary for the pllblic good, and 
unavoidable from tile distressed sitllation of tile 
lle\V formed states. 

"flle same care to cut otT all communication be
tween the enemy and the country was cotttinued, 
.and the same means employed to secure that ob
ject. Gen. Smallwood was detached to 'Vilming
.ton to guard the Delaware. Col. Morgan, who 
bad lately returned from the victorious northern 
·army, was placed on the lines 011 the west side of 
the Schuylkill j and Gell. Armstrong near the old 
camp at.the Whitemarsh, with a respectable force 
under tile command of eacll, to prevent the COUR-
try people from carrying provisions to the market 
in Philadelpbia. 

Valley Forge, about twenty-five miles distant 
from Philadelphia, was fixed upon for the winter 
quarters of the Americans. This position was pre
-{erred to distant and more comf'()rtable villages, as 
being calculated to give the most extensive secu .. 

".ity to the country. l'he AmerICan Rrmy miiht 
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llave beel} track.ed l)v tile blood of their feet ill CI-IAP. 

lnarching without S11'OCS or stockings, over the IV. 

hard frozen grouud between Whitemarsh and the 1777. 

Valley Forge. Undel' these circumstance~ they 
11 ad· to sit down ill a \voo.d in tile latter end of De
cember, and to build huts for tl1eir accommoda-
tion. To a want of cloathing was added a want 
Qf provisions. For some days there was little less 
than a famine in the camp. Washington was com .. 
pelled to make seizures for the support of his ar~ 
my. Congress had authorised him so to do; but 
be wished the civil authority to manage the dp1i~ 
cate business of impressment, and regretted the 
measure as subversive of discipline, and calcu-
lated to raise in the soldiers a disposition to li
centiousness and plunder. To suffer his army to 
starve or di,band" or to feed them by force, were 
the only alternatives offered to hitt choice. Though 
he exercised these extraordinary powers with 
equal reluctance and discretion, his lenity was 
virtually censured by Congress, "as proceeding 
from a delicacy in exerting military authority on 
the citizens, which, in their opinion, might prove 
prf'Judicial to the general liberties of America;" 
at the saIne time his rigour was condemned by 
those from whom pro"isions were forcibl,. taken. 
The sound judgment and upright principles of 
the commander in chief gave a decided preference--
to the mode of supplying his army by fair con
tract, but the necessities thereof proceeding from 
bad management in the commissary department
tIle depreciation'.,f the Congress bills of credit
the selfishnesss of the farmers in preferring British 
met~,llic to Americ~n paper money, together with 
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the eagerness of Congress to ·starve the British ar-CIIAP. 
IV. 

--.. .. -- my in Philadelphia, compelled him to extort sup
1777. 

1778. 

plies for his army at the point of the bayonet. In 
obedience to Congress, he i.:;~ued a proc1amation, 
" caning on the farmers within seventy miles of 
head quarters to thresh out one half of their grain 
by the first of February, and the residue by the 
first of March, under the penalty of having the 
whole seized as straw. " 

Great were the difficulties Washington had to 
contend with for feeding and cloathing hi~ army; 
but they were not the only ones whichllt this time· 
pressed on him. The states of Pennsylvania and 
Ne\V-Jersey were importunate with him to cover 
them from the incursions of the enemy. I~ both 
there were many discontented individuals, who, 
regretting their past losses and present danger 
from the vicinity of a conqnering army, were 80 

far misled by their feelings as to suppose it to be 
the fault of Gen. Washington, that the inferiof 
destitute army under· his immediate command had 
not been as successful as the superioI: well sup .. 
ported northern army under Gen. Gates. The Ie.. I 

gislature oCPennsylvania, probably sore from the 
loss of their capital, Oil hearing that Washington 
was about to retire' into winter quarters, present
ed a remonstrance to Congress on that subject, in 
whict~ tlleir dissatisfaction \vitl, the Genet'al was 
far from being concealed. A copy of this being 
sent to him, he addressed Congress in tenns very 
different from his usual style. He stated, "that 
though every thing ill his power had bee:n done 
for supporting his army, yet their inactivity, 
arising from their manifold wants, was charged to 
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bis account; that the army seldom had provisions CHAP. 
, IV. 

for two days in advance; that few of his men had --.... 
more than one shirt, nlany only a moiety of one, 
and some none at aU; that soap, vinegar, and 
such Hke articles, though allowed by Congress, 
had not been seen in camp for several week~; 
that by a field return 289~ of his army were unfit 
for duty, because they were barefooted, and other-
wise naked; that his whole effective force in camp 
amounted to no more than 8200 men fit for duty; 
that notwithstanding these complicated wants, 
the remonstrance of the Pennsylvania legislature 
reprobated tbe measure of his going into winter 
quarters, as if its authors thought the ~oldiers were 
made of stocks or stones, and as if they conceived 
it easily practicable (or an inferior army, circum
stanced as his was, to confine a superior one, well 
appointed and every way provided for a winter's 
campaign, within the city o( Philadelphia, and to 
cover all the circumjacent country from their de
predation. " He assured the complainers, "that 
it was much easier to draw up remonstrances in a 
comfortable room by a good fire-side, than to oc-
cupy a cold bleak hi}l, and sleep under frost and. 
snow, without clothes or blankets." 

To the other vexations which crowded on Gen. 
Wasbington at the close of the campaign of 1777. 
was added one of a peculiar nature. Though he 
was conscious he had never solicited, and that 
it was neither from moti ,'es of interest nor of am
bition he had accepted the command of the army, 
and that he had with clean hands and a pure heart, 
to the utmost of his power, steadily pursued what 
his best judg'fleot informed him was for the intE'r-

\ l\t 

1777. 
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CHAP. est of his' country; yet he received cel'taill inror .. 
IV . 

..-. ...... , __ nlation that a cabal, consisting of some meru bers 
1777. of CONgress, and a few General Officers of the ar

my, was plotting to supersede him in his com-
mand. The s(~heme was to obtaill the sanction of 
some of the state legislatures to instruct their dele
gates to move in Congress for an inquiry into the 
causes of the failures of the campaigns of 1776 and 
1777, with the hope that some intenJperate resolu
tions passed by them would either lead to. the remo
val of the' General, or wound his military feelings 
so as to induce his resignation. ..L 1.1Aonymous pa
pers eontaining' high charges against him, and 
urging the necessity of putting some more ener
getic officer at the head of the army, were sent to 
Henry Laurens, President of Congress, Patrick 
Henry, Governor of Virginia, and others. These 
were forwarded to Gen. Washington.# In his re
ply to Mr. I ... aurens, he wrote as follows: "I can
not sufficiently express the obligation I feel to
wards you for your friendship and politeness, up-
on . an occasion in which I am so deeply interest-
ed. I was not unapprized that a malignant fac
tion ~ad been for some time forming to my preju
dice, which, conscious as I am of having ever 
done all in rny power to answer the important 
purposes of the trust reposed in me, could not 
but give me some pain on a personal account; 
but my chief concern arises from an apprehension 
of the dangerous consequences which intestine 
dissentions may prove to the common cause." 

" As I have no other view than to promote the 
public good, and am unambitious of honours not 
founded in the approbation of my country, I 
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would not desireill the least degree to suppress a CHAP. 

free spirit of inquiry into any part of my conduct, ____ I .... V_ ..... 

that even faction itself n1ay deem reprehensible. 
The anonymous paper handed you exhibits many 
serious charges, and it is my wish that it may be 
submitted to Congretis. This I anl the more in-
clined to, as the suppression or concealment' may 
possibly involve you in embarrassments hereafter, 
since 'it is uncertain how Jnany, or who tnay be 
privy to the contents." 

. " My enemies take all ungenerous advantage of 
me. They know the delicacy of my situation, 
and that motives of policy deprive me of the de
fence I might otherwise make against their insidi-

• 
ous attacks. They know I cannot combat insinua-
tions, however injurious, without disc~osing secrets 
it is of the utmost moment to conceal. But why 
should I expect to be exempt, from censure, the 
unfailing lot of an elevated station? Merit and ta
lents, which I c.annot · pretend to rival, have ever 

· been su~ject to it; my heart tells me it has been 
my unremitted aim to do the best which circum
stances would permit; yet I may have.peen very 
often mistaken in my judgment of the means, and 
may, in many instances, deserve the imputation 
of error." 

About the same time it was reported that Wash .. 
ington had determined to resign his 'comm~nd. 
On thiR occasion he wrote to a gentleman in New-
England as follows: "I can assure you that no 
,person ever heard me drop an expression t~at had 
a tendency to resignation. The same principles 
that led me to embark in the opposition to the ar .. 
bitrary claims of Great. Yiritain, operate with ad-

1777. 
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ellA P. ditional force at this day; nor is it my desire to 
IV . 

...__---__ withdraw my services while they are considered 
1777. of importance in the present contest: but to re

port a design of this kind is among the arts which 
those Who are endeavouring to effect a change, are 
practising to bring it to pass. I have said, and I 
still do say, that there is not an officer in the Uni
ted States that would return to the sweets of do
mestic life with more heart-felt joy than I should. 
But I 'yould have this declaration accompanied by 
these sentiments, that while the public are satis
fied with my endeavours, I mean not to shrink 
from the cause; but tIle moment her voice, not 
that of faction, calls upon me to resign, I shall do 
it with as much pleasure as ever the weary travel. 
ler retired to rest." 

These macllinations did not abate tIle ardour 
of'Vashington in the conlmon cause. His patri
otism was too solid to be shaken either by envy or 
ingratitude. Nor was the smallest effect produ
ced in diminishing his well earned reputation. 
Zeal the most active, and services the most be
lleficial, and at tile same time disinterested, llad 
rivetted him in th'e affections of his country and 
arlny. Even the·,victorious troops under General 
Gates, thou;h comparisons highly flattering to 
their vanity had been made between them and 
the army in Pennsylvania, clung to Washington 
as their political saviour. The reSeJitment of the' 
people was generally excited against,those who 
were supposed to be engaged in or friendly to the 
:-;cheme of appointing a new comrnander in chief 
O\'Cl' the American army. 
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CHAP. ,,~. 

CAl\fPAIGN OF 1778. 

General IV (lsliillglon pre/Jares for the campaign oj' 
1778. Surprises the British, and dejeats them at 
}t;/onmollth. Arrests General Lee. Calms the irri
tation excited by the departure Qf the French fleet 

.fro11l Rhode Island to Boston. Dissuades jroln all 
invasion of Canada. 

-1-

WASHINGTON devoted the short respite from 

8.5 

CHAP. 
v. 

field duty \vhich followed the encampment of the __ _ 
army at "or alley Forge, to prepare for an early and 
active campaign in the year 1778. He laboured to 
im press on Congress the necessity of having in 
the field a regular army, at least equal to that of 
the enemy. He transmitted tothe individual states 
a return of the troops they had severally furnish-
ed for the continental army. 'Vhile this exhibited 
to each its deficiency, it gave the General an op
portunity to urge on them respectiveJy the neces-
sity of completing their quotas. 

Congress deputed a committee of their body to 
reside in camp, and, in concert with Gen. 'V ash
ington, to investigate the state of the anny, and 
to report such reforms as Dlight be deemed expe
dient. This comnlittee, known by the name of 

1778. 
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CHAP. 
v. 

THE LIFE 01f 

"the committee of arrangement," repaired to 
--- Va~ley Forge, in January, 1778. Washington 

1778. laid before them a statement, in which a compre-
hensive view of the army was taken, and in which 
he minutely pointed out what he deemed necessa
ry for the correction of existing abuses, and for 
the advancement of the service. He recommend
ed "as essentially necessary, that in addition to 
present compe,[)sation, provision should he made 
by half. paJ, and a pensionary establishment for 
the future support of the officers, so as to render 
their commissioilS valuable." He Doillted out "tlle 

.4 

insufficiency of their pay (especially in it~ present 
state of depreciation) tor their decent subsis~ence ; 
the sacnfices they had already made, and the un .. 
reasouaulel1ess of expecting that they would con .. 
tin ue patiently to bear snch an over proportion of 
the common calamities growing out of the neces .. 
sary war, in which all were equally interested; 
the many resignations that had already taken 
place, and the probability that more would follow, 
to the great injury of the service; the impossibili
ty of' keeping up a stl·ict diSCIpline among officers 
whose cOllimlssionss. in a pecuniary view, were so 
far from being worth bolding, that they were the 
means of impoverishing them." l-'hese, and other 
'weighty considerations, were accompanied with 
a declaration by Gen. Washington, "that he nei
thel· could nor would receive the smallest benefit 
from the proposed (stablishment, and that he had 
no other inducement in urging it, but a full con .. 
viction of its utility and propriety." 

In the same statement the comnlander in chief 
ex~lained to the committee of Congress the defects 
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in the quarter-master~, and other departments con- CHAP. v. 
nected with the support and comfort of the army; ____ .... 11 

and also urged the necessity of each state com
pleting its quotn by draughts from the militia. 
The statement concludes with these impressive 
words-" Upon the whole, gentlemen, I doubt not 
you are fully impressed with the defects of our 
present military system, and with the necessity of 
speedy and decisive measures to place it on a sa
tisfactory footing. The' disagreeable picture I 
have given you of the wants and sufferings of the 
army, and the discontents reigning among the 
officers, is a just representation of evils equally 
melancholy and important; and unless effectual 
reI., edies be applied without loss of time, the most 
alarming and ruinous consequences are to be ap
prehended." The committee 'were fully impressed 
with the correctness of the observations tnade by 
the commandel' in chief, and grounded their re-
port upon them. A general coneurrence of sen-
timent took place. Congress passed resolutions, 
but with sundl'y limitations, in favour of half pay 
to their officers for seven years after the war; and 
gave their sanction to the other measures suggest-
ed by Washington, and recommended by their 
committee. But, from the delays incidental to 
large bodies, either deliberating upon 01' execu-
ting public busine:,'S, much time necessarilyelap-
sed before the army received the benefits of the 
proposed reforms; and in the mean time their 
distresses approached to such a height as threaten-
ed their immediate dissolution. Respect for their 
commander attached both officers and soldiers so 
strongly to his person, as enabled him to keep , 

1778. 
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CIIAP. 
v. them together under pri vations almost too lnuch 

--- for lluman nature to bear. Tlleir effective force 
1778. throughout the winter was little more than 5000 

men, though their numbers on paper exceeded 
17000. It was well for tl1em that the British made 
110 attempt to disturb them whilt! in this destitute 
condition. In that c·ase the Alnericans could not 
have kept their camp for want of provisions; nor 
could they have retreated from it without the cer-
tain loss of some thousands 'VllO were barefooted 
and otherwise almost naked . Neither could they 
have risked an action with any probable hope of 
success, or without hazarding the most serious 
consequences. 

The llistorians of tlle American revolution will 
detail the particulars of a treaty entered into about 
tllis time between France and the United States, 
and also that thereupon the government of Great-

. Britain offered terms to the Americans equal to 
al1 they had asked anterior to their declaration of 
Independence. The first certain intelligence of 
these offers was received by Gen. Washington in 
a letter from Major General Tryon, the. British 
Governor of New-York, enclosing the c~onciliatory 
proposals, and recommending "that they should 
be circulated by Gen. 'Vashington among the 
officers and privates of his army." Instead of com
plying with this extraordinary request, he for
warded the whole to Congress. The offers ofGl'eat
Britain, \Vllich, if nlade in due time, would l1ave 
prevented the dismemberment of the empire, were 
promptly rejected. The day after their r~jection 
a resolution formerly recommended by" ashing
ton was adopted by Congress, ill which they urg-
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eu upon the different states" to pardon, under cer- CHAP. 

tain limitations, such of theil' misguided citizens ___ Ve_ 

as had levied war against the tT nited States." Co
pies of this Vi,ere stl'uck off in English and Gerluan, 
and Gen. 'Washington was directed to take mea-
sures for circulating theln alnong the American 
levies in the British army. He immediately en-
closed them in a letter to Tl·yon, in \vhich he ac-
knowled.ged the receipt of his late letter covering 
the British conciliatory bills, and requesting their 
circulatioll in tlle American army; atld ill tile 
way of retort requested the insll'umentality of 
Tl'yon in making the resolves of Congress known 
to' the Americans in the British army, on whom 
they were intended to operateo 

About this time Sir \Villiam Howe resigned the 
command of the British arnlY, and returned to 
Great-Bloitain. His successor, Sir Henry Clin
ton, had scarcely entered on the duties of his of
fice, when he received orders to e\Tacuate Pllila
delphia. This was deemed expedient from an ap
prehension that it would'be a dangerous posit jon 
in case a French fleet, as was expect~d, should, 
arrive in the Delaware to co-operate with the 
AmericallH. 

The design of evacuating Philadelphia was S0011 

discovered by \V ushillgtOl1; but the object or 
course of the enemy could not be precisely as
certained. Their preparations equally denoted 
an expedition to the south; an embarkatiQn of 
their whole army for New-York; or a march to · 
that city through New-Jersey; In the two first 
cases Wa,shington had not the means of annoy .. 
ance; bnt as the probability of the last daily in-

1778. 

, 



1'HE LIFE OF 

CH-,'P. creased, l1e directed llis cllief attention to that v. 
_ " · point. Gen. Maxwell, with the Jersey brigade, 

1778. was ordered over the Delaware to take post abollt 
Mount Holly, and to co-operate with Gen. Dick~ 
inson at the head of the Jersey militia, in ob
structiug the pl·ogre~s of the royal army till time· 
should be gained for 'Vashington to overtake 
tllem. The Britisll crossed tile Delaware t() Glott
cester Point, on the 18th of J lIne, 1778: . the 
Americans in four days after, at Corryel's ferry. 
The General officers of the latter, on being asked 
what line of conduct they deemed most advisable, 
bad previouRl.y, and with one consent, agreed to 
attempt nothing till the evacuation of Philadel· 
phia was completed; but ntter the Delaware was 
crossed, there was a di"versity of sentimentre
specting the measures proper to be pursued. Gen. 
Lee, who, baving been exchanged, joined the 
army, ,vas of opinion that the United States, in 
consequence of their late foreign connexions, were 
secure of their indepf:lndence, unless their army, 
was defeated; and that under such Circumstances 
it would be criminal to IlaZar(1 an action, ullless 
they had some decided advantage. Though the 
numbp.rs in both armies were nearly equal, and 
abC)Ilt 10,'000 effecti,'e inen in each, he attributed 
so ~nuch to t.he superiority of Bdtish discipline, 
as made him apprehensive of the issue of an en
gag{·anent. on equal ground. These sentiments 
were sanctioned by the voice of a great m~ority 
of t~e genera) officers. "r ashington was never
theless ~trongly inclined to risk an action. Though 
cautious, he was enterprising, and could not rea .. 
.. s of ,var \vere so nluch 

I 
) 
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against him as to threaten consequences of the CHAP. v. 
alarming Inagnitude which had heen announced. -.. __ 
There was a gpnel'al concurrence in a proposal for 
strengthening the corps on the left flank of the 
enemy with 1500 men, to improve 3tlypartial ad
vantages that might offer, and that the main bo
dy.should preserve a relative position for acting 
as circumbtances might require. 

When Sir Henry Clinton had advanced to Al
len-town, he determined, instead of keeping the 
direct course towards Staten-Island, to' draw to
wards the sea coast, and to push on towards San
dy Hook. 'Vashington, on receiving intelligence 
that Sir Henry was proceeding in that direction 
towards Monmouth court-house, dispatched 1000 
men under Gen. Wayne, and sent the Marquis d( 
la Fayette to take command of the whole, with or
ders to seize the first fair opportunity of attacking 
the enemy's rear. The command of this advanced 
corps was offered to Gen. Lee, but he declined it. 
The whole arnlY followed at a proper distance for 
supporting the advanced corps, and reached Cran
berry the next morning. Sir Henry Clinton, sen
sible of the approach of the A mericans, placed 
his grenadiers, light-infantry, and chasseurs, in 
his rear, and his baggage in his front. Washing
ton increased his advanced corps\Vith two bri .. 

, . 
gades, and sent Gen. Lee, who now wished for the 
command, to take charge of the whole, and fol
lowed with the main army to give it support. On 
the next Illol'uing orders were sent to Lee to move 
on and attack, unless thf..re should be powerful 
reasons to the contrary. 'Vhen Washington bad 
mal'('hcd about five miles to ~upport the advanced 

1778. 
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COl'pS, he found the whole of it retreating by Lee's 
--- orders, and without. having made nny oppos1tion 

1778. of censequence. Washington rode up to Lee and 
,':. ~ 

'" ~ ~, " -, I • proposed certain questions. Lee answered with 
warmth, and unsuitable language. The comma.nd
er 111 cl1ief ordered Col. Stewart's, al1d I ... icllt. Co1. 
Ramsay's battalions, to form on a piece of ground 
which he judged suitable for giving a check to the '. 
advaniing enemy. Lee was then asked if he would 
cOllllnand on tllat ground, to \:vhicll lle ·C011sent' ... 
edl~ a.nd_ "vas ordered to' ta,ke l)roper measures for 
che'ckingthe enemy ~ to which he replied, "your 
orders shall be obeyed, and I will not be"the first 
to leave the fieJd." '" ashington then rode to the 
main army, which was formed with the utmost 
expedition. A warm cannonade immediately 
commencedbet\Veell tile British ~l,Dd American 
artillery, and a heavy firing between the advanc
ed troops of thG Bt'itish army and the two bat
talions which 'Vashington had haIted. These 
stood their ground"ti~l they were intermixed with 
a part of the British al"my. Gen. Lee continued 
t.ill the last on' the lid-] of battle, and brought off 
the rear of the retreating- troops. 

The check the Britisll received gave time to 
make a disposition of the left, wing and second 
line of the American anllV, in the wood and on 

tI 

'the eminence 'to which Lee was retreating. On., 
this some cannon were placed by lord Stirling, 
who commanded the left wing, which, with the ... 
co-operation of some parties of infantl"Y, efl'ectu-
ally stopped the advance of the British in that 
quaa·ter. Gen. Greene took a very advantageous 
position on n .. e right of lord Stirling. The Bri-



tish attempted to turn the 1eft flank of the Amed'" CHAP. 

cans, but were repulsed. They also made a move- a v:. 
ment to the right, with as little success; for Greene, 1778. 

with artillery, disappointed their design. Wayne 
advanced with a body of troops, and kept up so 
seveI:e and ,veIl directed a fire, tllat the Britisll 
were soon compelled to give way. They retired, 
and took the position which Lee had before oc-

r, cupied. 'Washington resolved to attack them, 
and ordered Gen. Poor to move round up'on their 
right, and Gen. '''oodford to th,~jr left; but they 
could not get within reach before it was dark. 
These remained on the ground which they had 
been directed to occupy, during the night, with 
&n intention of attacking ear]y next morning; 
and the main body lay on their arms in the field 
to be ready for supporting them. Gen. 'Vash
ington, after a day of great ~ictivit.Y and nll.1Ch per
sonal dangel', reposed' among his tyoops on his 
cloak under a tree, in hopes of renewing the ac
tion the next day. But these hopes were frustrat
ed. r he British marched away in the night in 
such silence, that Gen. Poor, though he lay very 
near them, knew nothing of their departure. 
They lett behind them four officers and about for
ty privates, all so badly wounded that they could 
not be removed. Their other wounded were car
ried off. The British pursued their march without 
farther iI)terruption, and soon reached the neigh
bOUl'hood ofSancly Hook, without the loss of either 
their covering party or baggage. The American 
General declined all farther pursuit of the royal 
army, and SOOIl :,lfter drew off his troops to the 
bOl·(iers of t11f~ ~Tortll river. · 'The loss of the j\.me-
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CHAP. ricans ill k,)lec] and wounded was about 250. The 
, v. 2 loss of the royal arm~', inclusive of prisoners, was 
1178. about 350 . 

.. On the ninth day after this action:. Congress 
unanimously resolved, cc that their thanks be giv
en to Gen. 'Vashington for the activity with which 
he marched from the camp at Valley Forge in 
pursuit of the enemy; for his distinguished exel~' 
·tions ill fornling tile li11e of battle; and for his 
great good conduct in leading on the attack, and 
gaining the important ,victory of Monmouth, ,over 
the British gl'and anny, under the command of 
Gen. Sir Henry Clinton, ill their march from Phi
ladelph,ia to New-York." It is probable that 
'Vashing~on intended t,o take no further notice of 
Lee '8 cond'nct in the day of action, but the latter 
could ~ot brook the expressions used by the for .. 
mer at their first meeting, and wrote him two pas
sionate letters. This occasioned his being arrest
ed, and brought to triaL The charges exhibited 
agaillst llim were, 

1st. ,For disobedience of orders in not attacking 
the enemy on the ~8th of June, agreeable to re
peated instructions. . 

2dly. For misbehaviour before the enemy on the 
same day, by making an unnecessary, disorder
ly, and shameful retreat. 

3dly. For disrespect to the commander in chief' 
in two letters. 

After a tedious hearing before a court n1artiaI, 
of which lord Stirling was president, Lee was 
found guilty, and sentenced to be suspende,d from 
allY commatld in tIle armies of tIle United States 
for the term of one year; but the second charge 
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was softened by the court, which only found him CHAP. 

guilty of misbehaviour before the enemy, by mak- ___ v_' _ 
ing an unnecessary, and, in some few instances, 
a disorderly retreat. 

Soon after tIle battle of Monlnolltll the Ameri
can army took post at the '\\"hite Plains, and re
mained there, and in the vicinity, til1 autumn was 
far advanced, 'and then retired to M iddlebtook 
in New-Jersey. D,ur-ing this period, nothing ~f 
more importance oc'~urred tllan 0 i'kir'mishes, in' 
which Gen. "r ashington was ~ot particularly en
iaged .< He was nevertheless ful1y employed. His 
mild conciliatory manners, and the most perfect 
su~jectjon of his passions to reason, together 
with the soundnes's of his judgment, enabled him 
to serve his country with equal effect, though 

· with less splendour tllanis usually attached tomi-
litary exploits. ' 

The French fleet, the e~pectation of which had 
induced the evacuation of Philadelphia, arrived 

. too late f01' attackin'g the British in the Delaware. 
It was also deemed unadvisab1e to attempt New
York; but the British posts on Rhode-Island were 
judged proper objects of a conjunct expedition 
with the sea and land forces of France and ... L\.meri
ca. This being resolved upon, Gen. Sullivan was 
appointed to conduct the operations of the Ame
ricans. \Vhen the preparations for commencing 
the attack were nearly completed, a British fleet 
appeared in sight. D'Estaing, who commanded 
the French fleet, put out to sea to engage them; 
but a storm came on which crippled both fleets to 
such an extent; as induced the one to go to N'ew
York, and the other to Boston, for the purpose of 
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CHAP~ being repaired. While the fleets were out of v . 
....... ,--.-_ sight, Sullivan had commen,ced the siege, and flat-

1773. tered himself that a few days co-operation of the 
returned Fl'ench ships could not fail of crowning 
l1im wittl success. TIle deternlination of D'Es
taing to retire to Boston instead of co-operating 
in the siege, excited. the greatest alarm in Sulli
van's army. By this dereliction of the original 
plan, the harbours of Rhode-Island were l~ft free 
and open for reinforcements to the British, which 
might be easily poured· in from their head-quar
ters in New-York. Instead of anticipated COll

quests, Sullivan had reas~n to fear for the safety 
of his army. Irritated at the departure of D"Es
taing, he expressed in-general orders to his army, 
" his hope that the event would prove America 
abie to procure that, by her own arms, wpich her 
allies refused to assist in obtai~ing'." These ex-

, ' /I 

pressions were considered as imputing to D'Es-
taiug and the French nation a disinclination to 
pronlote the interests of the Un ited States. ,\Vhen 
entreaties failed of persuading D'Estaing to return 
to the siege, a paper was drawn up and signed by 
the, principal officers of t.he Am~ricans, and sent 
to hi.m, in which they protested against his taking 
the fleet to Boston, " as derogatory to the honour 
of France; contrary to the iritentiolls of his most 
Christian ~lajesty, and the interest of his nation; 
destruct.ive to the welfare of the United States, and 
highly injurious to the alliance between the two 
nations. " So much discontent prevailed, that se
rious apprehensions were entel·tained that the 
means of repairing the French fleet would 110t be 
readily obtained. 
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Washington foresaw the evils likely to result CHAP. v. 
from the general and mutual irritation which pl'e~. ______ _ 
vailed, and· exerted. all his influence to' calm the 
minds ot' both parties. lIe had a powerful co-
adjutor in the Marquis dol) la Fayette, who was 
as deservedly dear. to the Am ericans as to the 
French. His first duties were·:due to' his king and 
country; but he loved A.merica, and was so de .. 
voteJ to the command~er ill cllief of its' armjes:, as 
to enter into his views,alld second~ his softening 
conciliatory measures, with' truly filial affection... . 

Washingt'on also wrote to Gen. I-Ieath, ·who 
comm'anded at, Boston, and;ta '~~SullivaJl' and 
Greene, who commanded at Rhode-Island.· In 
his letter, to Gell. Heatll, lle' st-~ted lli~ ,fears :". that 
the departure of the French flee~ from Rhode .. ' 
Island, at :so critical· a moment, ''Would not,;. only 

- weake~ the 'conidence of the people in their new 
allies, ·but produce such prejudice and resentment 
as might prevent their giving the fleet, in its pre .. 
sent dis~ress, such zealous and effectual a.ssistance 
as was demanded by the f~xigence of affairs, and 
the true interests. {)f ... ~rr)e;rica ;" and added, " ti'"18.,t 
it would be sound policy to combat these effects, 
and to give the best construction ofwoat hadllap-

. pened·; and at the same time to make strenuous 
exertions for putting the· French ·fleet as soon as. 
possible, in a condition to d'efend itself, and be, 
useful." He also observed as follows---" Tlie de
parture of the fleet from Rhode-Island, is not yet 
publicly announced here; but when it is, I intend 
to ascri be it to necessity produced by the damage 
received in the late storin. 1"his it appears to me 
is the idea which ought to be generally propa-

£t 
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gated. As I doubt not the force of these reasons 
.... --.---- will strike you ~qilally with myself, I would re. 

1178. commend to you to use your utmost influence to 
palliate and soften matters, and to indllce those 
whose business it is to provide succours of every . 
kind for the fleet, to employ their utnlost zeal and 
activity in doing it. It is our duty to nlake the 
best of Ol1r misfortunes, and not suffer passion to 
interfere with our interest and the public good." 

In a 1etter to Gen. Sttlli\Tan, lIe observed-" The 
disagreement between the army under your com
mand and the fleet, has given me very singular 
uneasiness. Tile cont.inen-t at large is con.cerned 

4.-. 

in our cordiality, and it should be kept up by all 
possible means consistent with our honour and po~ 
licy. First impressions are generally longest re
tained, and will·serve to fix in D, great degree our 
n·ational character with the Fr€'nch.I~n our con· 
duct . towards the'm, we should remem ber, that 
th~y area people old in. war, very strict ill milita· 
ry etiquette, and' apt to take fire when others seem 
scarcely warmed. Permit me to recommend in 
the most particular nlanner, the cultivation of 
barmony and good agreenlent, and your endea
vours. to destroy that ill-humour which may have 
found its way among the officers. It is of the ut
most inlportance too' that the soldiers and the 
people should know nothing of this misunder
standing; or if it has reached them, that means 
may be used to stop its progress, and prevent its 
effects." 
, III a letter to Gen~ Grf'~ne, he observed-c', I 

have JI0t 110W time to take noti(!e of the several 
arguments which were made use of, for and against 
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tl1e Count's quitting the harbour of Newport, and CHAP. v. 
sailing for Boston. Right or wrong, it will pro- ---
bably di&appoint our sanguine expectations of 
StlCCess, and, whicll I deem a still worse COllse

quence, I fear it will sow the seeds of dissention 
and. distrust between lIS and our llew allies, unless 
the most prudent measures be taken to suppress 
the feuds and jealousies that have already arisen'. 
I depend much on your temper, and influence to 
conciliate that animosity which subsists between 
tIle Anlerican al1d French officers in our service. 
I beg you win take every measure to keep the 
protest entered into by the General Officers from 
being made public. Congress, sensible of the ill 
consequences that win·flow from our differences 
being known to the world, have passed a r,esolve 
to that purpose. Upon the whole, my dear sir, 
you can conceive my meaning better than I can 
express it; and I therefore fuUy depend on YOU1' 

exerting yourself to heal all private animosities 
between our principal officers and the French, 
and to prevent all illiberal expressions and reflec
tions that may fall from the army at la.rge." 

Washington also improved the first opportu
nity of recommencing his correspondence with 
count D'Estaing, ill a letter to him, which, with
out noticing the disagreements that bad taken 
place, was well calculated to sooth every angry 
sensation which nlight have rankled in his mind. 
In the course of a short correspondence, the irri
tation which threatened serious mischiefs entirely 
gave way to r~turnillg good humour and cordi·· 
ali ty . : . ."",. ' 

In another case about the saine time the correct 
.' 'J \ 

1778. 
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j udg'ment of Washington proved serviceable to his CHAP. 
V. 

~. --.... country. In the last months of the year 1778, when 
1778. the most active part of the campaign was over, 

Congress decided on a magnificent plan for the 
conquest of Canada. This was to be attempted in 
1779 by land and water, on the side of the U uited 
States, and bya fleet and army from France. The 
plan was proposed, considered, and agreed to, be
fore 'Vashington was informed of it:- He was then 
~lesired' to write "to :Dr. Franklin, the American 

t " , 

minister at ,Paris, . to interest him in securing the 
proposed co~operation qf France. In reply to the 
communic~tions of Congress,be()bs~rved~" l"he 
earnest· desire 1 have strictly to comply in every 
illstance w'ith the views and . i·nstructio'n·sof~COft-

• - -, -"".0 , • ',. ' __ ' 

gress, cannot but maketne feel the· greatestunea-
siness when I find myself in circumstances' Ofbesi
tation or doubt, with respect to their directions; 
but the perfect confidence I have in ..,the justice 
and candour of that honourable body, emboldens 
me to communicate without reserve tile difficulties 
which occur in the execlltion of their present or
der; and the indulgence I have experienced on 
every former occasion induces me to imagine that 
the liberty I now take will not meet with disap
probation. 

" I have attentively taken up the report of the 
committee respecting the proposed expedition in
to Canada. I have considered it ill several lights, 
and sincerely regret that I should feel myself un
der any embarrasSlnent in carrying it into execu
tion. Still I remain of opinion, from a general re
view of things, and the state of our resources, 
that no ey.tensjve system of CO-op€:tation with the 

• 
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Frellch for the complete emancipation of Canada, CHAP. v. 
can be positively decided an for the ensuing year. _____ .. 
To propose a plan of perfect co-operation with a 
foreign power, without a· moral certainty in our 
supplies; and to have that plan actually ratified 

-with the court of Versailles, might be attended, in 
case of failure in the conditions on our part, with 
very fatal effects. 

" If I should seem unwilling to transmit the 
plan as prepared by COllgress, with my observa-

, 

tions, it is because I find myself under a necessity 
(in order· to. give our minister sufficient ground to 
found an application . Gn,) to propose something 
mOJo than a vague and indecisive plan, which, 
eve,n"in the. event of a total evacuation of the states 
by the enemy, may be rendered impracticable in 
the execution by a variety of insurmountable ob
stacles; or if I retain my present sentiments, and 
act consistently, I must .point out the difficulties, 
as they appear to lne, which must embarrass his 
negociations, and may disappoint the views of 
Congress. 
"~ut proceeding on the idea of the enemy's 

leaving these states before the active part of tbe 
ensuing campaign, I should:fear to hazard a mis
take as to the precise aim and extent of the views of 
Congress. The conduct I am to observe in wri
ting to our minister at the court of France, does 
110t appear sufficientJy delineated. 'Vere I to un
dertake ii, I should be much afraid of erring 
through misconception. In this dilenlma, I would 
esteem it a particular favour to be excused from 
writing at all on the subject, especially as it is the 
part of candour in me to acknowledge that I do 

1778. 
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C~~P. not see my way c~ear enough to point out suc~ a 
I. • plan for ·co·operatlon, as I conceIve to be conslst-

1778. ent with the ideas of Congress, and as will be sur-
. ficiently explanatory with respect to time and cir
cumstances to give efficacy to the measure. 

" But if Congress still think it necessal·y for me 
to proceed in the business; I must request their 
more definitive and explicit instructions, and that 
they will permit me previous to transmitting the 
intended dispatches, to submit thern to their de
termination. 

" I could wish to lay before Congress more mi
nutely the state of the army, the condition of our 
supplies, and the requisites necessary for carry,.. 
ing into execution an undertaking that may' in .. 
volve the most serious events. If Congress think 
this can be ,done more sa.tisfactorily in a personal 
conference, I hope to have the army in such a si
tuation before I can receive their answer as to af
ford me an opportunity of giving my attendance." 

The personal interview requested in this letter 
was agreed to by Congress, and a committee ap
pointed by them to confer with him. The result 
was that the proposed expedition against Canada 
was given up by those who, after repeated deli be ... ' 
.ration, had resolved ~pon it. 
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CHAP. VI. 

CAMPAIGN OF 1779. 

Tile distresses of the ... 4merican arm.Y. Gen. WaSh
'lngton calms the uneasiness in 'the lersey line. 
Finds great difficul~y in supporting his troops and 
concentrating tlleir force. Makes a disposition of 
them 'Witlt a vitw to the security of West Point . 

. . Directs an expedition against tlte Six Nations of 
Indians, and for the reduction qfSton,y Point . 

. !'au[esHook taken. A Frenchjleet, expected to 
t~e northward, arrives on tlte coast of Georgia~ 
Washington, unequal to oJICnsive operations, re
tires into .'Winter quarters. 

-' ... --

103 

THE years 1779 an,} 1780, passed away in the CHAP. 
VI. 

northern states without any of those great milita- __ _ 
ry exploits which {'nliven the pages of history; 
but they were years of anxiety and distress, which 
called for all the passive valour, the sound practi. 
cal judgment, and the conciliatory addl'ess, for 
which Gen. Washington was so eminently distin
guished .. The states, yielding to tile pleasing de-
lusion that their al1iance wiih France placed their 
independence beyond the reach of accident, and 
that Great-Britain, despairing of success, would 
speedily abandon the contest, relaxed in their pre-

177§. 
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eHAP. pa1'8tions fol' a lvigorous prosecution of the war. VI. 
a To these ungrounded hopes Washington opposed 

1779. the whole weight of his illflnence. In his corres-
pondence with Congress, the Governors of parti .. 
cular states, and otller illfltlel1tial 111dividllals, 11e 
pointed out the fal1acy of the pt·evailing opinion 
that peace was near at hand ; ,and the necessity for 
raising, equipping, and supporting; a force sufil .. 
cient' for active operations. He par:ticularly urg
ed that the annual arrangements for the army 
should be made so early that the recruits for the 
year should a~semble at head-quarters on the first 
of January; but S1lch was" the torpor of the' pu b
lie mind that, notwithstanding th~se representa
tions, it was as late as the 23d of January', 1779, 
when Congress passed resolutions authorizirig the 

" commander in chief to re.:.enlist·the army ;.arid as 
late as the 9th of the following March,' that the 
requisitions were made on the several st,ates for 
their quotas. The military establishment for 1780 
-"vas later; for it was not agreed upon till tIle 9th 
of February; nor were the men required befo,re 
the first of A pri1. Thns, when a.rmies ought to 

. have been in the field, nothing more was done 
than a grant of the requisite authority for raising 
tllem. " 

The depreciation of the current paper money 
had advanced so rapidly as to render the daily pay 
of' an officer unequal to his support. This pro .. 
duced serious discontents in the arnly.. An order 
was given in May, 1779, for the J erseybrigade 
to'march by regiments to join the western army. 
III answer to tl1is order a letter was received t~J'om 

• 
Gen. Maxwell, stating ,that the officers of the first 
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i.~egiment had delivered to their Colonel a re- CHAP. 

monstrance, ~ddressed to the legislature of New .......... V_I_ ....... 

Jersey, in which they declared, that unless their 
former complaints on the deficiency of pay ob .. 
tained immediate attention, they were to be con-
sidered at the. end of three days as having resign-
ed their commission; and on that contingency. 
they requested the legislature to appoint other of-
ficers, in their stead. G~neral Washingt.on, who 
was strongly attached to the army, and knew their 
~irtue, their sufferings, and a]so the justiceoftheir 
complaints, immediately comprehended the ruin-
ous consequences likely to result from the mea-
sure they had adopted. After serious deli bera-
tiQn, he wrote a letter to Gen. Maxwell, to be 
laid before the officers. In the double capacity 
of their friend" and tllei r cQmmander, l1e made a 
forcible address both to their pride and their pa .. 
triotism. "There is nothing," he observed, 
C( which has happened in the course of the war, 
that has given me so much. pain as the remon .. 

, 'strance you mention from the' officers of the first 
Jersey regiment. I cannot but consider it a hasty 
and imprudent step, which, on more cool con .. 
sideration, they will thems.elves condemn. I am 
very sensible of the lilconveniences under which 
the officers of the army labour, and I hope they do 
me the justice to,believe, that my endeavours to 
procure them relief are in,cessant. There is more 
difficulty, . l~owever, in satisfying their wishes, 
than perhaps they are aware of. Our resources 
have been hitherto very limited. The situation of 
our money it) no slnal1 embarrassment, for which, 
though there are remedies, they cannot be the 

-., 1 

1779. 
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CHAP. work of a nloment. Government iR 1l0t insetlSible· 
VI. 

_r _____ of the merits a.nd sacrifices of 1 he officers,. nor un-
\ 1779 • willing to make a compensation; .but it is a trllth 

. of which a very little obsen'ation must convince 
us, that it is very nluch ~traitel1ed in the means. 
Great ~lJowances ought to be made on dlis ac
count, for any delay and seeming backwardness 
which may appear. Some of the states, indeed, 
have done as generously as was in their power; 
and if others have been less expeditious, it ought 
to be ascribed to some p.eculiar cause,_ which a 
little time, aided by example, will renlove. The 
patience aod per.severance of the army have been. 
under every disadvantage, spch as do them the 
highest honour at home and abroad, and' have in-
.spired me with ao unlimited confidence in their 
virtue, which has.consoled me amidst every per
plexity and reverse of fortune, to which our af
fairs, in a struggle of this nat.ure, were llecessarily 
exposed. Now that we have Dlade so great a 
progress to the attainment of the end we have 
in view, so tllat \\te cannot fail, withollt a most 
shameful desertion of our own interests, any thing 
like a change of conduct would imply a very un
happy change of princip1es, and a forgetfulness 
as weI) of \\1hat we owe to ourselves as to our 
country. Did I suppose it possible this should 
be the case, even in a single regiment of the ar
my, I should be mortified and chagrined beyond 
expression. I sho~ld feel it as a wound given to 
my own honour, which I consider as embarked 
witb that of the army. But this I believe to be 
impossible. Any corps that was about to set an 
example~ of the kind, would weigh well the con-

" 
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sequencc~~; and no oflfcer ofc'.)mmon discern- CHAP. VI. 
ment and sensibility would hav.ard them. If they -----
should stand alone ia it, independent of other 1719. 

consequences, what would be their feelings on 
reflecting that they had held themselves out to 
the world in a point of light inferior to the rest of 

• 
the army? Or, if their example should be fol-
lowed, and become general, how could they con
·sole themselves for haloing been the foremost in 
bringing ruin and dil'grace upon their country? 
They would remember that the army would share 
a double portion of the general infamy and dis
tress; and tilat the cllaractel1t of an American of
ficer would become as despicable as it is now 
glorious. 

" I confess the appearances in the. present in-
stance are disagreeabl~; but I am convinced they 
seem to mean more than they really do. The 
Jersey officers have not been outdone by any 
others, in the qualities either of citizens or sol
diers; and I am confident no part of them would 
seriously intend any thing that would be a stain 
on their formel' reputation. The gentlemen call
no~ be in earnest; they have only reasoned wrong 
about the means of attaining a good end, and, on 
consideration, I hope and ilatter myself they will 
renounce what must appear improper. At the 
opening of a campaign, when under marching or
ders for an important service, their own honour, 
duty to the public, and to themselves, and a re
gard to military propriety, win not suffer them to 
persist in a measure which would be a violation 
of them a1l. It will even wound their delicacy 
coolly to reflect, that they have hazarded a step 
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c~t~· which has an air of dictating terms to their coun· 
--- try,. by taking advantage of the necessity of the 

1779. moment. 
" The declaration they have made to the state, 

at so criti~al a time, that' unless they obt.ain relief 
in the short period of three days, they must be 
considered out of the service,' has very much that 
aspect; and the seeming relaxation of continuing 
until the state can have a reasonable time to pro- .. 
vide other officers, will be thought only a super
ficial veil. I am DOW to request that you will COD

vey my sentiments to the gentlemen cORcerned, 
and endeavour to make tllem sensible ·of their er
ror. The service for which the regiment was iii. 
tended, .will not admit of delay. It must at· all 
events march on Monday morning, ia the· first . 
place to this camp, and further directions will-- be 
given when it arrives. I am lure I shall not be · 
mistaken in expecting ·a prompt and cheerful 
obedience. " 

The officers did not explicitly recede from their 
claims, but were brought ronnd so far as to con
tinue in service. In an address to Gen. Washing
ton, they declared cc their unhappinelJl that any 
step of theirs should give him pain; but aJleged 
ill justification of themselves, " that repeated me
morials had been presented to their' legislature, 
which had been neglected;" and added-cc We 
have lost all con1idence in that body. Reason 
and experience forbid that we should have any. 
Few of us have private. fortunes; many have 
families who already are suffering every thing 
that can be received from an ungrateful country . 
.. \re \re tllcn to sufJ'cr nIl the 111collveniences, fa-
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tigues, and dangers, of a military . life, whi1e our CHAP. 

wives and our children are perishing for want of. I VI. .. 

common ne'cessaries at home; and that without 1779. 

the most distant prospect of reward, for our pay 
is now only nominal? . We are sensible that your 
excellency cannot wish or desire this from us." 

" 'V e are sorry that you should irnagine we 
meant to disobey orders~ It was, and still is, our 
determination to marc~ with our regiment, an~ 
t-o do the duty, of officers, until the legislature 
should have a' rea~onable time to appoint· others; 
but no longer. , 

" We beg leave to assure your Excellency, that 
we have the highest sense of your ability and vir
tues; that executing your orders has ever given 
us pleasure; th~t we love the service, and we love . 
our country ;bllt when that country is so lost to 
virtlie and 'to Justice as to forget to support its 
servants, it tbenbecomes their duty to retire from . , ,_.' ", Its serVIce.' I ,'~ 

The ground adopted by the officers for their 
justification, was such as interdicted a resort to 
stern measures; at the same· time a compliance 
with their demands was impossible. In this em
barrassing situation, Washington took DO other 
notice of their letter than to declare to the offi
cers, through Gen. Maxwell, "that while they 
continued to do their duty, he should only regret 

\ 

the part they had taken." The legislature of New-
.J ersey, roused by these events,· made some partial 
provision for their troops. The officers with
drew their remonstrance, and :continued to do 
their duty. 

TIle consequences likely to result from the mea-

\ ... 
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CHAP. sures adopted by the Jersey officers being parried VI. ------_I by the good sense and prudence of Gen. Washing. 
1779. ton, he improved the event when communicated 

to Congress, by urging on them the absolute ne· 
cessity of some general and adequate provisiofi for 
the.office'l's of their army; and observed, U that 
the distresses in some corps are so great, that of .. 
'fleers have solicited even to be supplied with the 
clothing destined for the common soldiery, coarse 
~nd unsuitable as it was. I had not power to 
co,mply. with the request." 

" The patience of men a~imated by a sense of 
duty and· honour, will support them to a certain 
point, beyond which it will not go. I doubt not 
Congress will be sensible of the danger of an e.x .. 
treme in this respect, aud wHlpardon my anxiety 
to obviate it." 

The members of Congress . were of difFerent· 
opiJlioo~ respecting their military arrangements. 
'Vll·ile. some were in unison with the General for 
a permaneut national army, well equipped and 
amply supp.orted, others were apprehensive of 
danger to their future liberties from such esta
blishments, and gave a preference to enlistments 
for short per,iods, not exceeding a year. These 
also were partial to state systems, and occasional 
cans of the militia, instead of a numerous regular 

· force, at the disposal of Congress or the command ... 
er in chief. From the Variolls aspect of public af
fil.irs, and the frequent change of members compos
i.ng the national legislature, sometime~ one par
ty predominated, and sometimes another. On the 
whole, the support received by Washington was 
far short of what economy, as well as sound policy, 
required. 
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The American army in these years was not c~1.P. 
only deficient in clothing, but in food. The sea- --. -
sons botll in 17'79 and 1780, were unfavourable 1779. 

to the crops. The labours of the farmers had of-
ten been interrupted by calls fO'r 'militia duty. 
The current paper money was so depreciated as 
to be deemed no equivalent for the productions of 
the soil. So great were the necessities of the ~Ame-
rican army, that Gen. 'Vashington waso,bliged to 
eall on the magistrates of the adjacent counties for 
specified quantities of provisions, to be suppJied 
i~ a given llumber of days. " At ot~r times he 
was compelled to send out detachments of his"" 
troops to take provisions at the point of the bay-
onet from the citizens. This, expedient at length 
failed, for the country in th~" vicinity of the army 
afforded nofurtbersl1pplies. These impreS$lIlents 
were not only injurious to the moral~ and disci
p r· of the army, but tended to alienate the af
fee ns of the people. Much of the ~opport which 

American General had previously experienc-
ed from the inhabitants, proceed€J from the differ
enoe of treatnlent they received from tbeir own 
army, compared with what they suffered from tbe 
British. The General, whom the inhabitants hi-' 
tberto regarded as their protector, had now no al
ternative but to disband his troops, or to support 
them by force. The army looked to him for pro
visions; the inhabitants for protection of their 
property. To supply the one and not offend the 
other, seemed little less than an impossibility. To 
preserve order and subordination in an 8rlny of 
free republicans, even when wrll fed, paid, and 
elothed, would have been a work of difficulty;, 

. .. 
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C~1.P. but to retain them in service and restrain them 
................... --. with discipline, when de.stitute not only of the 

1719. comforts, but often of the necessaries of life, re
quired address and abilities of such m'agnitudeas 
are rarely found in human nature. In t.his choice 
of difficulties, Gen. Washington not only kept his 
army together, but conducted with .so much dis
cretion as to command the approbation both of the 
army and of the citizens. 

Nothing of decisive importance could be at
tempted with an army so badly provided, and so 
deficient in numbers .. It did riot exceed 13,000 
men, while the British, strongly fortified in New
York alld Rllode .. Island, amounted to 16 or 17,000. 
These were supported by a powerful fleet,· which, 
by commanding the coasts and the rivers, fur- , 
nished easy means for .concentrating their force 
in, any given. point before the Alnericans could 
march to the same. This disparity was pa.rticl1-
larly striking in the movements of the two armies 

'in the vicinity of the Hudson. Biv'isions of both 
,,'ere frequently pos,ted on eac.~ side ,()f that noble' 
river. 'Vhile the British could"cross directly over 
and unite their forces in any enterpris(~, the Ame
ricans could· not safely effect a corr'espondent . 
j unction, unless they took a considerable circuit 
to avoid the·,British shipping. ' 

1'0 preserve W est-Poin t and its dependencies, 
was a primary object with Washington. 'fo se
cure these he was oblig~d to refuse the .pi·essing 
applications from the neighbouring. st.ates . for 
large detachments from the continental al~my for 
their local defence. Early in the year, Sir Henry 
Clinton made some Inovements up the North ri-
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ver, which indicated an intention of attacking the CHAP. 
VI. 

posts in the Highlands; bat ill proportion as these ____ - .... 4. 

were threatened, Washington concentrated , his 
fo'rce for their defence. This was dOIle so effec-
tually, that no serious direct attempt was made 
upon them. Clinton, hC?ping to allure the Ame~ 
rica,ns from tllese fortresses,: sent detachments to 

f 

burn and lay waste the towns on the coast of Con .. 
necticut' 'This was done extensively. Norwalk, 
Fairfield, and' New-London, were destroyed. 
Washington, adherin'g to the' principle of sacri- , 
ficing small objects to secure great ones, gave 110 
more aid 'to the sufferi ng 'inpabitants than was 
compatible ?,ith the security of West-Point. 

Though the force under ,his itrtm,ediate com-' 
mand throughout the campaign 'of 1779, W&S ui1~ 

, equal to any great 'underta~ing, yet his act1'vb 
mind sought for' 'and embtaced'sllch: opportunit,es 
for offenSIve ope~atiotls; leaS imight 'be attempted 

, without ha'zarding tao much. ' ' , ' " 
'The principal expedition of this kind, was di

rected against the Six Nations of Indians,. who in .. 
habited the fertile country between ,the' w~stei'n 
settlements of New .. York and Pennsylvania, and 
the lakes of Canada. These, from their vicinity 
and intercourse with the white people, had at .. 
tained a degree of civilizatjon exceeding what 
was usual among' savages.' Totl1em, luany refu .. 
gee tortes had fled, and directed them to the set
tleInents, which they laid waste, and ,at the same 
time massacred the inhabitants. In the early pe .. 
riod of 'Vashing'ton's life, while commander of the 
Virginia troops, h~ had ample experience of the 
futility of forts for defence again~t' Indians: and 

Q 

1779. 



114 THE LIFE O.F 

CHAP. of the superior advantage of carrying offensive 
VI. 1 _--- operations into thei!' towns and sett ements. An 

1TT9. invasion of the country of the Six ~ations, being 
resolved Up~ll, the com'mander in qhief bestowed 
mU,ch thought 011 the bes~ mode of conducting it. 
'fhe instructions he g~ve to Gen. Sullivan, who' 
'was appointed to this, se,rvice, were very particular, 
and ,mue}l more severe tl1an was u~u~al, but not 

, . . 
nlore, so than, re~a1iation justified, or ,: ,policy reo. 
com~ellded. ,·S~lliva.n" with a; c9nsi~erable force, 
penetrated into t~e c.o,:\nt,ry of the, In:dians in three 
directions, laid ,wa~te their crops, and burnt their 
towns. His su~~es~ w.as decisive, and, in a great 
measure secured tl~~ f\l~ure peace. of ~he frontier 
settlements. The l~te residence of the savages 
was rendered ~QJar u~iph~bitableJ that they were 
reduced to the neces~ity 'of seeki.n.g an asylum in 

~ ~ ~ " - = ~ 

~ the more remote ~T~~~erI~ country .. 
. While the lJritish :we~e laying waste Connecti-, 

cut, Washington, after reconnoitrjng the ground 
in person, pJ~n~ed aQ' expedition against Stony 
Poi~t, a comnlanding hin projecting far into the 
Huds'on, on the top of which a fort had been 
erected, which was garrisoned with about 600 
men. 'One of the motives for assaulting this work, 
was the hope that, if ~uccessful, it D;light induce. 
the detachniel1t which had invaded Connecticut, 
to desist from tl1eir devastations, and to return to 

. . . 

the defence of their OW1~ outposts. The enter~ . . 

prise was assigned to ~en. ,V' ayne, who complete .. 
ly succeeded in reducing the fort and capturing 
• • Its garrison. 

Sir Henry Clinton, on receiving intelligence of 
Wayne's success, relinquished his views on Con .. 
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necttcut,and ~a~e a forced march to Dobb's fer
ry, twenty-six miles above New-York. 

The reduction of Stony Point· was speedily 
follow~d by the surprise of the British garrison at 
Paules Hook.' This was first conceived and plan
ned hy Major: Henry Lee. On being submitted 
to Gen. Washington, he favoured the enterprise, 
but withheld his full assent, till he was satisfied of 
the practicability of a retreat, of which serious 
doubts were entertained.' Lee, with 300 men, 
entered the fort about three o'.clock in the 
morning, and with' very inconsiderable loss, took . 
159 prisoners, and brought them off in safety 
from the vicinity of large bodies of the enemy. 

The reasons already mentioned, for avoiding all 
hazardous. offensive operations, were strongly en
forced by a well founded expectation tha" l French 
fleet would appear on the coast, in.t!'ie 'course of 
. the year 1779. Policy required t~:;\; the Ameri .. 

. can army sh-ould be reserved fori.i.' co-operation 
with their allies. The fleet:1 as exttected, did ar· 
rive, but in: the vicinity of Georgia. The French 
troops, in conjunction with the southern army 
commanded by Gen. Lincoln, made an unsuc
cessful attempt on the British post in Savannah. 
This town had been reduced in December, 1778, 
by Col. CampbeU, who had proceeded so far as to 
re-establish British authority in the state of Geor
gia. Soon after the defeat of the combined 
forces before Savannah, and the departure of the 
French fleet from the coast, Sir Henry Clinton 
proceeded with the principal part of his army to 
Charleston, and confined his views in New-York 
to defensive operations. 

115 

CHAP. 
VI. 

• 

1779. 



116 THE LIFE OF 

CHAl'. The campaign of 1779 terminated in the north .. 
VI . 

...... ......-___ ern states as has been related, without any great 
1779. events on either side .. Washington. defeated all 

the pr(uects of the British for getting possession 
of the Highlands. The Indians were scourged, 
and a few brilliant strokes kept the public mind 
from despondence. The Americans went into 
winter quarters when the month of December was 
far advanced. These were chosen, for the conve
nience of wood, watf1r, and provisions, and with 
an eye to the protection of the country.· To this 
end, the army was thrown into two grand divi
sions. The northern was put under the conlmand 
o'f ~en. Heath, and stationed with a view to tlle 
security of 'Vest-Point, its dependencies, and the 
adjacent country. The other retired to Morris
town iot ~ew. .. Jersey. In this situation, which 
was well ~ulated to secure the country to the 
southward o~ ;New-York, Wasbington, with the 
principal divj:~on of his army, took their station 
for the wi~r. The season following their re
tirement, was uncommonly severe. The British 

I 

in New-York and Staten-Island no longer enjoy-
edthe security which their insular situation usual-
'Iyafforded. 'The former suffered from the want 
of fuel, and other supplies from the country. To 
add to their difficulties, Washington so disposed 
his troops as to give the greatest possible obstruc
tion to tIle communication between the Britisl1 
garrison, and such of the inhabitants without their 
lines as were disposed to supply their wants. This 
brought on a partisan war, in which individuals 
were killed, but without any national effect. 
liad Washington been supported as he desired, 
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the weakness of the Britishal'my, in consequence CHAP. 

of their large detachments to the southward, in . VI~ 
conjunction with the severity of the winter, would 1119. 
have given him an opportunity for indulging his 
native spirit of enterprise. But he durst not at .. 
tempt any thing on a grand scale, for his army 
was not only inferior in num ber to that opposed 
to him, but so destitute of cloathins as to be uti-
Mual to a winter campaign. 
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CHAP. VII. 

CAMPAIGN'OF 1180. 

Gen. 1VQslu"ngtontlirecls an expediti01l against 'Sta
ten Island. Gives an opitJioll against risking an 
army for tIle defellce of Cllarleston, 8. C. Finds 
great difficult)) in supporting his arm!). Kniphau
sen invades Jersey, but is preventedfrom injuring 
the Amertcan stores. Marquis de la Fayette ar
rives J and gitles assurances that a French fleet 
alzd army might soon be e.rpected on the American 
coast. Energetic measures of co-operation resolv
ed !lpon, but so languidly executed, that Washing
ton predicts the necessity qf a more efficient syste'Jn 
of,national governme"t. A Fl'enclljleet and al'· 
my arrives, and a combined operation against New .. 
York is resolved upon, but tI,e arrival of a superi
or B1·itisll.fleet, deranges tIle Iwhole plan . 

••• 

THE military establisbment for the year 1780, 
.... , a_I _____ was nominally 35,000; but these were not voted 

till the 9th of February, and were not required 
to be in camp before the first of April following. 
Notwithstanding these embarrassments, the active 
mind of Washington looked round for an oppor-

VII . 

1780. 

• 

tunity of deriving SOlne advantage from the pre
sent exposed situation of his adversary. From· 
recent intelligence, he supposed that.an attack on 
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about 1,200 British, posted on Staten Island, might CHAP .. 
VII. 

be advantageously made, especif,.Uy in its present ....... - ..... 
state of union with the continent, by an unbroken 
bo.dy of solid ice. The prosp'ect of success de~ 
pended on the chance of a surprise; and ·if this 
failed, of reducing the e~emy, though retired 
withi,n their fortifications, before reinforcements 
could arrive from New-York. The vigilance of 
the comma~ding. officer prevented~he first; tbe 
iatter cQuId not be depended OD; fer, contrary to 
the first received intelligence, the communication 
between the island and.the city,tbough difficult, 
was practicable. The works were '00 strong for 
an assault, arid relief too D,ear to admit the de-
lays of a siege. Lord Stirling, wit •. 9,500 men, 
entered tl1e island. on the night oltbe 14th of Ja .. 
:Quary. ...£\n alarm wa$ instantly and generally 
comtnu~icated to the posts, and a boat dispatch. 
ed to New-York to communicate intelligence, and 
to solicit aid.' Tbe American8~ after some slight 
skirmishes, seeing no prospect of success, and ap
prehensive that a reinforcement from N ew-Y ort. 
might endanger their safety, very soon commenc
ed their retreat. This was effected without any 
considerable loss; but from the intenseness of the 
cold, and defi~jency of warm cloathing, several 
were frost b itte~n. 

Soon after this event, the siege of Charleston 
commenced, and was so vigorously carried on by 
Sir Henry Clinton,. as to eft'ect the surrender of 
that place on the 12th of May, 1780. Gen., 
Wasbington, at the distance of more than eight 
hundred miles, could ha~'e no personal agency in 
defending that most important southern mart . 

• 

1780. 
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CHAP. What was in' his power was done, for he weak. 
VII. 

___ ened himself by detaching from the army under 
l780. his own immediate command, the troops of North. 

Carolina, the new levies of Virginia, and the rem .. 
nants of the . sou the Ion cavalry. Though he had 
never been in Charleston, and was without any 
personal knowledge of its harbour, yet he gave 
an opinion respect.ing it, which evinced the sound· 
ness of his practical judgment. In every other 
case, the defence of towns had been abandoned,· 
so far as to risk DO armies for that purpose; but 
in South-Carolina, Gen. Lincoln, for reasons that 
were satisfactory to his superiors, adopted a dif
ferent line of conduct. ~our continental frigates 
were ordered to the defence of Charleston, and 
stationed within itl bar; and a considerable state 
marine force co-operated with them. This new 
mode of defence was the more readily adopted, 
on the generally received idea, that this marine 
force could be so disposed of within the bar, as to 
make effectual opposition to the British ships at
tempting to cross it. In the course of the siege 
this was found to be impracticable, and all ideas 
of disputing tbe passage of the bar were given up. 
This state of things being communicated by Lieut. 
Col. John Laurens to Gen. Washington, the Ge
neral replied-" The impracticability of defend
ing the bar, I fear, amounts to the loss of the 
town and garrison. At tbis distance, it is impos
sible to judge for you. I have the greatest COll

fidence in Gen. Lincoln's prudence; but it really 
appears to me, that the propriety of attempting 
to d~fend the town, depended on the probability 
of defending tllf~ bar, and that when this ceased, 
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the attempt ought to have been relinquished. In CHAP. 
. VII. 

this, however, I suspend a definitive judgment; _ .... _ 
and wish you to consider what I say as confiden
tial." The event corresponded with the Gene
ral's pred ictions. The British vessels, after cross-
ing t.he bar without opposition, passed the forts 
and took such a station in Cooper riyer, as, 
in conjunction with the land forces, made the 
elfacuation of the town by the Americans impoSa 
sible, and finally produced the surrender of their 
whole southern army. , 

When intelligence of this catastrophe reached 
the northern states, the American army was in the 
greatest distress. 1'his had been often represent
ed to Congress,. and was particularly stated to 
Gen. Schuyterin a letter from Gen. Washington, 
in the fonowing words: cc Since the date . of my 
last, we have had .tbe virtue and patience e,f the 
atmy put to the severest trial. Sometimes it has 
been five pr six days together without bread; at 
otber times as many days without meat; and once 
or twice two or three days witbout eithel'. 1 hard
ly thoughtitpossi ble, at one period, that we 
should be able to keep it together, nor could it 
have~ been done, but for the exertions of the ma
gisttates in the several counties of this state, on 
whom I was obliged to call; expose our sitoation 
to them; and, in plain terms, declare that we 
were reduced to the alternative of disbanding or 
catering for ourselves, unless the inhabitants 
would afford us tbeil* aid. I allotted to each 
county a certain proportion of floua" or grain, and 
a certain nUlIlber of cattle, to be delivered on cer
tain days; and, 10r the honour of the magistratesJ 

R. 

1780. 
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C~t7' and the good disposition of the' people, I must ~d~, 
• - ._ that my requisitions were punctually cQQlplied 

1180. with, and in many counties exceeded. Nothing 
but this great exertion could have saved the army 
from dissoluti()n ,Ole starving, as we were bereft of 
every hope from the commissaries. At on~ time 
the soldiers eat every kinEl of horse food bu~- h~y. 
Buckwheat, common wheat, rye, and Indian 
corn, composed the meal which made their bread. 
As an army, they bore it with m.ost heroic pa
tience; but sufferings like these, accompanied by 
the want of clothes, blankets, &c. will produce 
fr.equent des.ertion in aU armies; and so it hap .. 
pe~ed with us, though it did not excite a single 
mqtiny.;' 

The paper money with which the tr()()p$ W~fe 
'J', ,I 

psi'd, w~s in a state of depreciation. da.ily inereas .. 
ing~ The distresses from this ~ource, though feU 
in 1778~ and still more so in 1779, did not arrive 
to the highest pitch till the year 1780.' Under 
the pressure of sufferings from this cause, the offi
cers of the Jersey line addressed a memorial to 
their state legislature, setting forth ". that four 
months pay of a private, would not procufe fol' 
his family -a single bushel of wheat; that the pay 
of a colonel woulanot purchase oats for his Ilorse ; 
that a comlnon labourer or express rider, received 
four tinles as muel, as an Americl\u offlcer." 
They urged that ,~ unless a speedy and ample r(' .. 
medy was provided, the total dissolution of their 
line was inevitable.~' , In 'additioll to the insuffi
ciency of their pay and support, other caU$e~ of 
discontent prevailed. The original idea of a COl}

tioental army to be raised; paid, subijisted, aad 
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'l'egulated, upon an equal and uniform principle, C~I1.P. 
had heen in a great tneasu re exchanged for state _ ........... 
establisl1ment.s. This Iniscllievous nleaSllre part .. 
Iy origitu1t:ed from necessity; for state credit was 
not quite so much depreciated as continental. 
Congress not possessing the means of supporting 
their army, devolved the business on the compo-
nent parts of ihe confederacy. Some st.ates, from 

, their internal ability and local advantages, fur
nished th~ir troops not only with cloathing, but 
with many conreniences. Others supplied them 
witll so'menecessaries, but on a Inore contracted 
scale. A few, from their particular situation, 
could do little, or nothing at all. The officers 
and men in the routine of duty mixed daily, and 
compa:red circumstances. Those who fared worse 
than otllers, Were dissatisfied _witll a servioe whicll 
made such injurious distinctions. From causes of 
this kind, superadded to a complication of wants 
and sufferings, a disposition to mutiny began to 
show itself in the American army . Very few of 
the officers were rich. To make an appea:rance 
suitable to their station, required an expenditure 
of the Httle all which most of them possessed. The 
supplies from the public were so inadequate as to 
compel f.,equent resignations. The officers of 
whole lines announced their determination to quit 
the service. The, personal influence of Gell. 
Washingtonw~s exerted with the officers in pre
venting their adoption of such ruinous measures, 
and witll tIle states to remove tlle causes Wllich 
led to tlletn. 

Soon after tIle surrender of t1le whole soutllerll 
army, and, 'at the mome,nt the northern was iA the, 

1780. 
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greatest distress for the necessaries of life, Gen. 
Kniphausen passE'd from New-York into New
Jersey with 6,000 men. These were soon rejn
forced witll a detachment· of the victorious troops 
returned with Sir Henry Clintvn from South-Ca
rolina. It is difficult to tell w hat was the precise 
object 'of this expedition. Perhaps the royal com .. 
manders hoped to get possession of Morristown, 
and destroy the American stores. Perhaps they 
flattered themselves that the inhabitants, dispirit
ed by the recent fall of Charleston, would submit 
without resistance; and that the soldiers would 
desert to th~ royal standard. Sundry moveIDents 
took place on both sides, and also s~art skir- , 
mishes, but widlout any decisive effect. At one 
time Washington conjectured that the destruction 
of his stores was the object of the enemy; at. an
otller, that th.e \vllole was a feint to draw of I- his 
attention, while they pushed up the North river 
from New-York, .to attack West Point. Tile 
American army was stationed with a view to botb 
objects. The security of the st"res wa~ attended 
to, and such a position taken, as would compel 
the British to fight under great disadvantages" jf 
they risked a geaeral action to get at them .. " The 
Anlerican General.llowe, who commanded at the 
Highlands, was ordered to concelltratehis force 
for the security of 'Vest Point;" and Washington, 
with the principal division of his army, took such. 
a middle position, as' enabled llim eitller to fall 
'back to defend llis stores, or to advanc.e for ille 
d~fence of West Point, as circumstances ulight 
require. "fhe first months of the year were spent 
in these desultory operations. The disasters to 



GEORGE WASHINGTON. liS 

the south produced no disposition i,n the nort,h to c~~~. 
give up the contest; but the tardiness of Con-.. . • 
gress and of the states; the weakness of govern- 1780. 

ment, and the depreciation of the money, depriv~ 
ed Washington of all means' of attempting any 
thing beyond dE'fensiye operations. 

In this state of languor Marquis de la Fayette 
arrived from France, with assurances that a 
French fleet' and army might soon be expected 
en the coast. Tllis roused the Americans from 
that lethargy into which they' seemed to be sink
ing. Requisitions on the states for men and 
money~ were urged with uncommo.n earnestness.' 
Washington, in his extensive correspondence 
throughout ~he United States, endeavoured to 
-stimulate the public mind to such exertions as 
the apptoaching crisis required. In addition to 
arguments formerly used, he endeavoured on this 
occasion, by a temperate view of European poli
tics, to convince his countrymen of the. real dan
·ger of their independence, if they neglected to 
impro've the advantages they might obtain by a 
great and manly effort, in conjunction .,with the 
·succours expected from France. The resolutions 
of Congress for this purpose were slowly executed. 
The qu()tas assigned to the seve)'al states were by 
their respective legislatures apportioned 011 the 
~everal counties alld towns. Tllese divisions 
were again subdivided into classes, and each class 
was called upon to furnish a man. This predom
inance of ~tate systems over those which were 
national, was foreseen and lamented by the com
mander in cl1ief. In' a letter to a member of the 
national legislature he observed, "that unless 
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c~~:. Congress speaks in a more decisive tone; un1esl 
... ' they are vested with powers by the several states 

neo. competent to the great purposes cjf the war, or 
assume them as matter of right, and they and the 
states respectively act with more energy than 
hitherto, they have done; our cause is lost. We 
can no longer drudge on in the old way. By ill· 
timing the adoption of measures; by delays in 
the execution of them, or by unwarrantable 
jealousies, we ihcor enormous expenses~ and de
rive noheneflt. One state will comply with a 
requisition froni Congress; another neglects to do 
it; a third exeoutes it by halves; and all differ 
in the manner, the matter, or so much in point of 
time, that we are always working up hill; and 
while such a system as the present one, or rather . 
Walit of one, prevails, we ever shall be unable to 
apply our strength or resources to any advan-
tage." -

"This, my dear sir, is plain language to a 
"member of Congress; but it is the language of 
truth and friendship. It is the result of long 
thinking, close application, and strict observation. 
I see one head gradually changing into thirteen; 
I see one army branchillg into thirteen; and, in
stead of looking up to Congress as the supreme 
controlling power of the United States, consider~ 
ing themselves a~ dependent 011 their respective 
states. I n a word, I see the power of Congress 
declining too fast for the consequence and re
spect which are due to them as the great represen
tative body of America, and am fearful of the con-
sequences." , 

From the embarraSsDlents which cramped the 
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operations of ~"'ashington, a partial. temporary CHAP. 
VII. 

relief was obtained from private sources. When ____ m .... 

Congress could neither command money nor 
credit fOl" the subsistence of their army, the citi
zens of Philadelphia formed an assodation to pro-
cure a supply of necessary articles for their suf-
fering soldier-so The sum of 300,000 dollars was 
subscribed in a few days, and converted into a 
bank, the principal design of which was to pu,r-
chase provisions for the troops in the most prompt 
and efficacious manner. The advantages of this 
institution were great, and particularly enha~ed, 
by the critical time in which it was instituted. 

The Ladies ,of Philadelphia, about t~e same 
time, subscribed large donations for the. immedi
ate relief oftlle suffering soldiers. These supplies, 
though liberal, were far sho.rt of a 'sufficiency fur 
the army. So late as the 20th, of .June, Gen. 
'Vashington informed Congress that he still la
boured under the painful and humiliating embar
rassment of 11aving no shirts to deliver to tile 
troops, lJlany of whom were a.bsolutely destitute 
of that necessary article; nor were they much 
better supplied with summe~ overalls. "For the. 
troops to be without c10athing at any time, he 
added, is highly injurious to the service, and dis
tressing to our feelings; but the want will be 
more peculiarly mortifying when they come to 
act with those of our allies.. . If it be possible, I 
l1ave 110 dOl1bt immediate measures will be taken 
to relieve theil· distress." 

" It is a] so most sincerely to be wished that there 
could be some supplies of cloathing furnished to 
the officers. There are a great Inany whose con-

1180. 
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C:1t.P, dition is miserable. This is, in some instances, the 
___ r _I case with whole lines. It would be well for their 

1180. own sakes> and for the public: good, if they could 
be furnished. They will not be able,. when our 
friends come. to co-operate with us, to go on a 
common routine of duty; and if they should, they 
must from their appearance be held in low estima
tion." 
· The complicated arrangements for raising and 
supporting the American army, which was voted 
for the. campaign, were so tardily e~!Cecuted that 
when the summer was far advanced, Washington 
was .uninformed of tile force on whicll he might 
rely; and of course. could not fix on any certain 
plan of operations for the combined armies. In 
a letter to Congress 11e expressed his em barrass
ment in the following words-" The sea~on is 
come when we have every reason to expect the 
arrival of the fleet; and yet fOl' want of this 
point of primary <::onsequence, it is impossible for . 
me to form a system of co-operation. I have no 
basis to act upon, and of course were this gene-
rous succour of our ally now to arrive, I should 
find myself in the most awkward, embarrassing, 
and painful situation. The General and the Admi
ral, as soon as they approach our ~oast, will re
quire of me a plan of the measures to be pursued, 
and there ought of right to be one prepal'ed; but 
circumstanced as I am, I cannot even give tllem 
conjectures. From these considerations I yester
day suggested to the committee the indispensable 
necessity of their writing again to the states, 
urging them to give immediate and precise infor
mation of the measures they have taken, and of 
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tIle result. Tile interest of the states---tlle 11onour CH~P. 
VII. 

and reputation of our councils-thejustice andgra- -----
titude due to oui' allies-all require that I should 1780. 

without delay be enabJed to ascertain and inform 
theln what we can or c·annot undertake. Tllere is 
a point which ought now to be determined, on the 
success of which all our future operations may de-
pend; on whic}l, for want of knowing our pros-
pects, I can make no decision. For fear of in-
volving the fleet and army of our allies in cir
cumstances Wllicll would expose them, if not se-
conded by us, to material inconvenience and ha~ 
zard, I shall be compelled to suspend it, and the 
delay ma.y be fatal to our hopes." . 

In this state of uncertainty, Washington medi· 
tated by night and day on the various contingen~ 
cies which were probable. I-Ie revolved the pos
sible situations in which the contending armies 
might be placed, and endeavoured to prepare for 
every plan of combined operations which future 
contingent events migllt render adviseable. 

On the 10th of July the expected French fleet 
and army appeared on the coast of Rhode-Island. 
The former consisted of seven sail of the iine, 
five frigates, and five smaller vessels. The latter 
of 6,000 men. The Chevalier Terney and Count 
Rochambeau, who commanded the fleet and army; 
immediately transmitted to Gen. Washington an 

. account of theil' arrival, or. their strength, their 
expectations, and orders. At tllat time not more 
than one thousand men had jOined the American 
army. A c()mmander of 110 more t11an commOll 

firmness, would have resigned his commission in 
disgust, for not being supported by his country. 

S 
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c~~~. Very different was the line of conduct adopted by 
_____ 'Vashington. Trusting that the promised support 

1780. would be forwarded with all possible dispatch, he 
sent on to the Frenchcommandel's by the Mar
qnis de la Fayette, definite proposals for com .. 
mencing the siege of New"York. Of this he gave 
information to Congrp.ss in a letter, in the fonow
ing words: "Pressed on all sides by a choice of 
difficulties, in a mOlnent which required decision, 
I have adopted that line of conduct which com
ported with the dignity and faith of Congress, the 
reputation of these states, and the honour of our 
anns. I have sent on definitive proposals of co
operation to the French General and Admiral. 
Neither the period of the season, nor a regard to 
decency, would permit delay. The die is cast; 
and it remains witll the states eitller to fulfil their 
engagements, preserve their credit, and support 
their independence, or to involve us in disgrace 
and defeat. Notwithstanding the failures pointed 
out by the committee, I ~hall proceed on the sup
position that they will ultimately consult their 
own interest an~ honour, and not suffer us to fail 
for the want of means, which it is evidently in 
their power to afford. What has been done, and 
is doing by some of the states, confirms the opi
nion I have elltertained, of sufficient resources in 
the country. Of the disposition of the people tf) 
submit to any arrangement f-or bringing them 
forth, I see no reasonable ground to doubt. If 
we fail for want of proper exertions in any of the 
governments, I trust the responsibility will faU 
where it ought, and that I shall stand justified to 
Congress, my country, and the world." 
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The fifth of the next month, August, was named CHAP. 

as the day when the French troops should embark, ~V_ll_ ..... 

and the American army assemble in Morrisania, 
for the purpose of commencing their combined 
operations. Very soon after the arrival, of the 

f Frenell Beet, Admiral Greaves reinforced the Bri
tish naval force in the llarbour of New-York, with 
$ix ships of the line. Hitherto the }'rench had 
a n~val superiority. Without it, all prospect of 
success in the proposed attack on New-York was 
visionary; but this being suddenly and unexpect. 
edly reversed, the plan for combined operations 
became eventual. The British Admiral having 
now the superiority, proceeded to Rhode-Island 
to attack the French ill that quarter. He- soon 
discovered that the French were perfectly secure 
from any attack by sea. Sir Henry Clinton, wllo 
bad returned in the preceding month with his 
'victorious troops from Charleston, embarked 
about 8,000 of his best nlen, and proceeded as far 
as Huntingdon Bay, on Long-Island, with the ap
parelit design of concurring with the British fleet 
in attackillg the Frenell force at Rhode-Isla.lld, 
When this movement took place, Washington set 
his army in motion, and proceeded to Peekskill. 
Had Sir Henry ClintQn prosecuted what appeared 
to be his design, Washington intended to have at· 
tacked New-York ill his absence. Preparations 
were made for this purpose, but Sir I-Ienry Clin
ton instantly turned about from Huntingdon Bay 
towards New-York. 

In the mean time, the French fleet and army 
being blocked up at Rhode-Island, were incapa .. 
citated from co-operating with the Americans. 

1780. 
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CHAP. Hopes \1vere nevertheless indulg'cd, tl1at l)y. !tlle 
-VII . 

......... _____ arri\7al of anotller fleet of Ills Most Christiall Ma .. 
1780. jesty, then in the 'Vest·Indies, under the com .. 

rnand of Count de Guichen, the superiority would 
be so mtlcll ill favollr of tIle .allies, as to enable 

. them to prosecute their original intentipn of at· 
tacking New·York. When the expectations of 
the An1ericans were raised to the. highest pitch, 
and:when they were in great forwardness of pre .. 

. paration t6act in concert with their allies,. intel
ligencearrived that Count de Guichen had salled 
forFran~e. This disappo'll~ment was extremely 
mortifying. ' 

'Vashingt.on stiUadhered to his, purpose of at ... 
tacking New-,York at some future more favour· 
able period. O~ tllis subject he corresponded 
with the French commanders, and had a personal 
interview with them on the twenty-first of Sept em
bel·, at I-Iartford. The arrival of Admiral Rod
ney on the American coast, a short time after, 
with eleven ships of the line, disconcerted for that 
season, nIl the plalls of the allies. 'V ~shington 
felt with infinite regret, a succession of abortive 
projects throughout the campaign of 1780 .. In 
that year, and not before, he had indulged. the 
~hope of happily terminating the war. In a.letter 
to a fl'ielll1, l1e "rrote as follows: "\Ve arc now 
drawing to a dose an inactive campaign, the be
ginning of which appeared pregnant with events 
of a vel'Y favourable complexion. I hoped, but I 
hoped in vain, that a prospect was opening which 
would enable me to fix a period to my military 
pm"suits, and restore Inc to domestic life. 'fhe 
f~lvourable disposition of Spain; th~ promised 
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succour lfroln Fral1ce; tIle combined force in the CHAP. 
VII. 

West-Indies; the declaration of Russia, (acceded ___ _ 
to by other powers of Europe, humiliating the 
naval pride and power of Great-Britain;) the su .. 
periority of France and Spain by sea, in Europe; 
the Ii'ish claims, a.nd English disturbances, form-
ed in the aggregate an opinion· in my breast, 
(which is not very susceptible ofpeaceful dreams,) 
th.at the tlour of deliverance was not far distant : 
for that, however unwilling Gi'eat.;Britain might 
be to yield the point, it ·would not be in her power 
to continlle tIle contest. But,alas! these ,'pros-
pects, flattering as they were, have proved delu-
sory; and I see nothing before us' but accumula-
ting distr(~ss. We have beell half of· our time 
without pl"ovisions, and are likely to continue so. 
'Ve have 110 magazines, nor·money to form them. 
We havelived upon expedients until we can.live 
no Ion ger.· In a word, the history pf the war is a 
history of false hopes and temporary devices, in-
stead of system and economy .. It is in vain., how-
ever, to look back; nor is it our business to do so. 
Ol1r case is not desperate, if virtue exists in the 
people, and there is wisdom among our rulers. 
But, to suppose that this gt"eat revolution can be 
accomplished by a temporary army; that this ar-
my will be subsisted by state supplies; and that 
taxation alone is adequate to our wants, is, in my 
opinion, absurd." 

1780. 
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CAMPAIGN OF 1781. 

The Penn~ylvania line mutinies. The Je1"sey troops 
follow their example, but are quelled by decisive 
measures. Gen. "Washington commences 'a milita.;. 
ry journal, detailing the 'Wants and distresses of 
his army., Is invited to the defence of his native 
staie, Virginia, but declines. Reprimands the ma
nager qf his private estate .for furnishing tile ene-' 
11Zy withsllpplies, to prevent the destruction of his 
property. Extinguishes the incipient flames of 6Z 

civil 'War, respecting the independence if the state 
of Vermont. Plans a combined operation against 
ti,e British, and deputes Lieut. Col. John Laurens 
to solicit tIle co-operation of the Frenc}l. . TI,e 
combined forces qf botll ,·zatiolZS rendez'Qous ill the 
Chesapeak, and take lord Cornwallis and his ar .. 
my prisoners of 'war. Washington ret~rns to the 
vicinity qf New-York, and urges tire neceS'Sity of 
preparing for a new campaign. 

--' .... -
CHAP. l'HE year 1780 ended in the northern states 

• VIII. , with disappointment, and the year 1781 com .. 
1781. menced with mutiny. In the night of the first of 

January about 1,300 of the Pennsylvania line pa
raded under arms in their encampment, near Mor
ristown, avowing a determination to march to the 
seat 'of Congress, and obtain a redress of their 
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gri~vances, without which they would serve no C~Itr.·, 
l~rl.~er'. The exertions of Gen. Wayne and the _____ ..... 
other officers to quell the mut~ny, were in vain. 
1lie 'whole body marched off with six field-pieces 
towards Princeton. They stated their demands 
in writing; which were, a discharge to all who had 
served three years, an immediate payment of all 
that was due to them, and that future pay should 
be made in real money to all who remained in the 
service. Their officers, a committee of Congress, 
and a deputation from the executive council of 
Pennsylvania, endeavoured to effect an accommo-
dation; 'but the mutineers resolutely refused aU 
terms, of whi~h a redress of' their grievances was 
not the foundation . . 

To their demands as founded in justice, :the ci. 
vil authority of Pennsylvania substantially yield
ed. Intelligence of this muti-ny was communi'7 
cated to Gen. 'Vashington at New-'Vindsor, be
fore any accommodation had taken place. Though 
be had been long accustomed to decide 'in lla·~ 

zardous and difficult situations, yet it was no ea .. 
sy matter in this delicate crisis, to determine on 
the most proper course to be pursued. His per
sonal influence had several times extinguished 
rising mutinies. 1'he first scheme that presented 
itself was, to repair to the camp of the mutineers, 
and try to recall them to a sense of their duty; but 
on mature reflection this was declined. He well 

t 

knew that their claims were founded in justice, 
but l1e could not reconcile 11imself to wound the 
discipline of his army, by yielding to their de
mands while they were in open revolt with arms 
in their hands~ He viewed the subject in all if~ 

1781. 



136 THE LIFE OF 

CMt~· relati~ns, and was well apprised that the princi~ 
___ pal grounds qf discontent, were not peculiar to the 

1781. Pennsylvania line, but common to aU his troops. 
If force was requisite, he had none to spare 

without hazarding West-Point. If concessions 
were unavoidable, they had better be made by 
any person than the comtnander in chief. After 
that 'due deliberation which he always gave to 

, matters of importance, he determined against a 
personal interference, and to leave. the whole to 
the civil authorities, which had already taken it 
up; but at the same time prepared for those mea
sures Wl1ich would become necessary, if no ac
commod~tion took place. This resolution was 
communicated to Gen. Wayne, with a caution to 
regard the situation of the other lines of the army 
in any concessions which might be made, and with 
.a recommerlflation to draw tile mutineers over tl1e 
Delaware, with a view to increase the difficulty of 
communicating with the enemy in New-York. 

The dangerous policy of yielding even to the 
just demands of soldiers with arms in their hands, 
soon became apparent. The Sllccess of the Penn. 
sylvania line induced a part of that of New·Jer
sey t.o hope f01' similar advantages, frool siluilar 
conduct. A. part of the Jersey brigade rose in 
arms, alld making tl1e same claims WIliclll1ad been 
yielded to the Pennsylvanians, marched to Chat
ham. Washington, who was far from being pleas
ed with the issue of the mutiny in the Pennsylva
nia line, det.<'rmilled by strong tneasures to stop 
tIle progress ot~ a sl)1rit \\'hich \vas 110stile to alillis 
hopes. Gen. Ilowe, with a detachment of the 
pastern troops, was immediately ordered to march 



GEOROE WASHINGTON. 1'7 
ag'ainst the mutineers, and instructed to make no c~~r
terms with them while they were in a state or. -,--
resistance; and on their surrendel' to seize a few 1781. 

of the most acti'v"e leaders, an.d to execute tllem 
immediately in the presence of their associates. 
These orders were obeyed: two. of the ringlead-
ers were shot, and tile survivers returned to tlleir 
duty . 

. Though Washington adopted these decisive 
measures, ye~ no man was more sensible of the 
merits and sufterings of his army, and none .more 
active and zealous in procuring them justice. He 
improved the late events, hy writing circular let
ters to the states, urging them to prevent all fu
ture causes of dicontent by fultilling their eugage
lI)ents with their respective lines. Some good ef
fects were produced, but only temporary, and far 
short of the well founded claims of the army. 
Their wants with respect to provisions were only 
partially supplied, and by expedients, from one 
short tilne to another. l-"he most usual was or
dering an officer to seize on provisions wherever 
found. 'This differed from robbing only ill its 
being done by authority for the pn blic service, 
and in the officer being always directed to give 
the proprietor a certificate of the quantity and 
quality of what was taken from him. At first, 
some reI iance was placed on these certificates, as 
vouchers to support a future dem~nd ~n the Unit· 
ed States; but they soon became so common as to 
be of little value. Recourse was so frequently 
had to coercion, both legislative and military, that 
the people not only lost confidence in public ere ... 
Jit, but became' impatient under aU exertions of 

T 
• 
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;~Th:' authority 'for forcing their property from them . 
.--. ___ About this time Gen. Washingtonw~s obliged to 

1781. apply 9,000 donars sent b~' the state of ~lassachu
setts, for the paYlnent of her troops, to the nse of 
the quartet-roaster's department, to enable him ~o 
transport provisions from the adja.cent states. Be
fore he consented to adopt this expedient, he had 
consumed every ounce of provision whic h had 
been kept as a reserve in the garrison of 'Vest .. 
Point, and ·had strained impress by military force 
to so great an. extent, that there was reason to ap· 
prebend the inhabitants, irritated by such frequent 
calls, \vould proceed to dangerous illsurrections. 
Fort Schuyler, West-Point, and the posts up the 
Nortll river, \\Tere on tile point of beil]g abando.n
ed by their starving garrisons. At this period 
thel'e was little or no circulating medium, either 
in the form of paper or specie, and in the neigh
bourhood of the American army, there was a real 
want of necessary provisions. The deficiency of 
the former oecasioned many inconveniences, but 
the insufiiciency of the latter had well nigh dis
solved the al'my, and laid the country in every di
rection open to British ex(~ursions. 

On the first of May, 1781, Gen. Washington 
commenced a military journal. The following 
statement is extracted from it. "I begin at this 
epoch a concise jon rnal of military transactions, 
&c. I lam~nt not having attempted it from the 
commencement of the war, in aid of my nlemory; 
and wish the multiplicity of matter which conti
nually surrounds me, and the embarrassed state 
of our affairs, which is momentarily cal1ing the at
tention to perplexities of one kiud or another, 
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may not defeat altogether, or so interrupt my pre- C~t~· 
sent intention and 'plan, as to render it of little _~_ 
avail." 

" To have the clearer understanding of the en
tfies which may follow, it would be pfoper to re .. 
cite in detail, our wants and OUf pfospects; but 
this alone W0111d be' a work of much. time and 
great magnitude. It1nay suffice to give the sum 
of them, \vhich I shall do in few words: ,riz. 

" Instead of having magazines filled with pro .. 
visions, we have a scanty pittance scattered here 
and there in the distant states. " 

" Instead 'of having our afsenals, well supplied 
with military stores, they are poorly provided, 
and the wor·kmen all leaving them. Instead of 
having the various articles of field equipage in 
readil1ess, the Quarter-master--general is but 
bow applying to the several states to provide 
these things for their troops respectively. In
stead of having a regular system of transportation 
established upon credit, or funds in the Quarter
master's hauds to defray the contingePt expenses 
thereof, we have neitller tile one nor tile other; 
and all that business, or a great part of it, being 
done by impressment,.,lVe are qaity and hourly 
oppressing the peopJe, souring their tempers, antI 
alienating their affections. Instead of having the 
regiments completed agreeable to the requisitions 
of Congress, scarce any state in the union has at 
this hour one eighth part of it.s quota in the field, 
and there is little prospect of ever gelting more 
than half. III a word, instead of having any thing in, 
readil1e~s to take the field, we have nothing: and, 
instead of having the prospect of a glorious offen-

1781. 
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CHAP. sive campaign before lIS, we l1ave a bewildered 
Vl11~ 

___ and gloomy prospect of a defensive one; unless 
IVSl. we should receive a powerful aid of ships, troops, 

and money, frorn our generou~ allies, and these f . 

present are too contingent to build upon." 
'Vhile the Americans were suffering the con 

plicated calamities which introduced the yea 
1781, their adversaries were carrying on the mos .. 
extensive plan of operations against them which 
bad ever been attempted. It had often been ob
jected to the British commanders, that they had 
llot conducted tIle war in the manner most likely 
to effect the subjugation of the revolted prol'inces. 
Military c"itics found fault with them for keeping 
a large army idle at New-York, which, they said, 
if properly applied, would have been sufficient to 
make successful impressions at one and the same 
time, on several of the states. The B~itjsh seem 
to have calculated the campaign of 1781, with a 
view to make an ~"1{perimetlt of the comparative 
merit of this mode of conducting military opera
tions. The war raged in that year not only ill 
the vicinity of the British head-quarters at New
York, but in Georgia, South-Carolina, North-Ca
rolina, and in Virginia. 

In this extensive warfare, 'Vashington could 
have no immediate agency in the southern depart
Inent. His advice in corresponding with the ofii
(;el"S commanding in Virginia, the Carolinas, and 
Georgia, was freely and beneficially given; a11d 
as large detachnlent~ sent to tlleir aid. as COlIJd be 
spared consistently with the security of West
P~int. In conducting the war, his invariable max
im was, to suffer the de\'astatioll of property, ra-
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ther than hazard great ,and essential objects for c:~r 
its preservation. While the war raged in Virgi- _-... 
nia, the Governor thereof, its representatives in 
Congre~Q, and other influential citizens, urged his 
return to the defence of his native state. But, 
considering America as his country, and the ge-
neral safety as his object, he,deemed it of more 
importance to remain on the Hudson: there be 
,vas not only securing the most important post in 
the United States, but concerting a grand plan of 
combined operations, which, as shall soon be re-
lated, not only delivered Virgi.nia, but all; the 
states, from the calamities of the war. 

In Washington's disregard of property when in 
competition with national objects, he was in DO 

respect partial to his own. While the British 
were in the Potowmac, they sent a flag on shore 
to Mount Vernon, (Ilis private estate,) requiring a 
supply of fresh provisions. Refusals of such de
mands were often followed by burning the hou~ 
and other property near the river. To prevent 
this catastrophe, the person intrasted with the 

. management of the estate, WE'Dt on board with the 
flag, and carrying a supply of provisions, request
ed that the buildings and improvements migh~ be 
spared. For this be received a severe reprimand 
ill a letter to him, in which the Gel.el~al observed 
-" That it would ha"e been a Jess pa.inful cir
cumstance to me to have heard, tll(\t, in conse
quence of your non-compliance with the request 
of the British, they had burnt my house, and laid 
my plantatioll in ruins. You ought to have con
.sidered yourself as my representative, and should 
have reflected on the bad example of communi-

1781. 
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CH'AP. 
VIII . eating with the. enemy, and making a VO)Ul'ltary 

........... - offer of refreshment to them, with a view to pre
lr81. vent a conflagration." 

To the other difficulties with which 'Vashing
ton· had to contend in the preceding years of t.he 
war, a new ~one was about this time added. 
W~ile the whole foree at his disposal was unequal 
t·o the defence of the cou ntry against the. com .. 

. mon enemy, a civil war was on the point ofbreal .. 
ing out among his fellow citlgens~ 'fhe claims of 
the inhabitants of Vermont to be a separatejnde .. 
pendent state, and of the state of New-York, to 
their country, as within its chartered limits, to
g~ther with open offers from the Royal Cornman .. 
d~rs' to establish .and defend them as a British pr.o
v.inee, :proauct!d a serious crisis, which called for 
the ointerference'o'f the American chief. This w~a, 
the more necessary, as the gbvernnlents of New~ 
y ork~ and of Vermollt wer'e botll' resolved oh ex
ercising a jurisdiction' over the sa~e people and 
the same territo,ry. Congress, wishing to compro
mise the cont.roversy on middle ground, resolved, 
in August, 1781, to accede to the independence 
of Vermo,nt on· certain ~Otlditions, 811d within cer- ' 
tain specified limits, .whichthey supposed .. would 
satisfy both parties. Contrary to their expecta
tions, this mediatorial act ~f the national legisla
ture was rejected by Vermont, and yet was so 
disagreeable to the legislature of New-York as to 
draw from them a spirited protest against it. 
Vermont complained th'at Congress interfered in 
their internal police; New-York viewed the re
solve as a virtual dis~emberment of their state, 
which was a constituent part of the confederacy. 
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Wasbington, anxious for the peace of tbe union, cv~~~· 
sent a message to Chittenden, Governor of Ver- ~ 

, mont, desiring to know " what wet'e the real de- 11~1. 

signs, views, nnd intentions, of the people of Ver-
, mont ; whether they would be satisfied with the 
independence ,proposed by Congress, o~ bau it se
riously in c()ntemplation to join with the enemy, 
and become a British province." The G~vernor 
returned an nnequivocal answer-" that there· 
were· no people on the continent m·ore attached-·tQ 
tIle cause of America t.tlan tIle peo-ple of Vermont; 
but they were fully determined not to be put un
der the govern~ent of New-York; that they would 
oppose this by force 'Of arms, and would join with 
the 8ritisl1 in (,Canada rather tllall to submit to tllat 
government.'" While both st~tes were dis.t,jsfied 
,1Vith Congress,: and theiranimosities,fr<lUl illcreas
ing violence '~nd irritation, became daily more' 
alarming, Washington, aware of the extremes to 
which aU parties were tending, returned an an
swer to Gov. Cllittenden, in Wllicll were tllese ex
pressions .. " It is notlny business, neither do I 
think it necessary 'now to discuss the origin of the 
right of it number of inhabitants to that tract of . 
country formerly distinguished by the name of tile, 
New-Hampshir.e grants, and ~now known by that 
of Verlilont. I will take it for granted that their 
right was good, because Congress by their resolve 
of the 7th August, imply it, and by that of the 
21st, are willing fully to confirm it, provided the 
new state is cotlfined to, certain described bounds. 

~ " .' 

It appears therefore to me, that the dispute of 
boundary is the only one that exists;, and. that be-
ing removed, all other difficulties would be re-
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CHAP. moved also, and tIle matt.er terminated to tIle 
VIII . 

... '" __ a - satisfaction cf all parties. You have nothing t.o do 
1781. but withdraw your jur~sdiction to the confines of 

your old limits, and obta,in an acknowledgment of 
independence· and sovereignty, under the r~solve 
of the 21st of August, for so much territory as 
does not interfere witll tile atl,cient establisl1ed 
bounds of New-York, New Hampshire, a.nd Mas .. 
sachusetts. In lny private opinion, while it be •. 

I 

, hooves the delegates to do ample justice to a body 
of people sufficiently respectable by their numbers, 
and e'ntitled by other claims to be admitted into 
that confederation, it becomes them also to attend 
to the interests of their. constituellts'_, and 'see that 
under the appearance .of justice to one, they do 

, not materially i~jure the rights of others. I am 
apt to-think this is t.he prevailing opinion oCeon
gress." 

The impartiality, moderation, and good sense, 
of this letter, together with a full conviction of the 
disinterested patriotism of the writer, brought, 
round a revolution in the olinds of the-legislature 
of Vermont; and they accepted the propositions 
of Congress, though they had r~jected them four 
months before. A truce among the contending 
parties followed, atld the storm blew over. l~hus 

the personal influence of one man, derived from 
his pre-eminent virtues and meritorious services, 
extinguished· the sparks of civil discord at the 
time they were kindling into flame *. 

• For more particulars, s~ Williams's History of V ermont; a 
\vork which, for its superior merit, deserves a place in every Li
brary. If the Author had been an European, this would proba
bly have been the case soon after his enlightened philosopllieal 
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Though in conducting the American war, Gen. Cv~t:· 
Washington often 8f,!ted on the Fabian systeln, by ....... -_ 
evacuating, retre'ating, atldavoiding decisive en- 1721. 

gagements; yet this was much Inore the result of 
necessity than of choice. His uniform opinion 
was in favour of energetic offensive operat,ions, as 
the most effectual means of bringing the war to a 
termination. On this principle he planned at-
tacks in alm,:>st every year on some or other of the 
British armies or strong posts in the United States. 
He endeavoured, from year to year, to stimulate 
t.he public mind to some great' operation; but 
was never properly supported. In the years 1178, 
1779, and 17'80, the projected combined opera· 
tions with the French, as has been related, entire .. 
ly miscarried. The idea or ending the war by 
SOID'e decisive military exploit, continually occu. 
pied his active mind. To ensure success, a naval 
superiority on the 'coast, and a loan oflDoney, wer<1, 
indispensably nec'essary. The last was particu .. 
larly so in ~he year 1781; for the resources of the 
United States were then so reduced, as to be une
qual to the support of their army, or even to the 
tran~portation of it to any distant scene of action. 
To obtain these necessary aids, it wa~ deteloqlined 
to send an e'nvoy extraordinary to the court of 
Versailles. Lieut. Co). JOl10 Laurens was select
ed for this purpose. lIe was in every respect 
qualified for~'the important mission. In addition 
to the most engaging personal address, his con .. 
nexion with tile commander in chief, as one of his 

History had crossed the Atlantic, and m~de its appearance in the 
United States. · . 

to: 
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Cv~tt~· aids, gave him an opportunity of being intimate
- __ ly acquainted with the militar.y capacities and 

1781. weaknesses of his country. These were also par.
ticularly det~Ued in the form of a letter to him 
from Gen:, 'Vashington. This was written when 
the Pennsylvania line was in open revolt. Among 
~ther interesting matters it· stated-" That the 
efforts already made by the United States ex-
ceeded the natural ability of the cQuntry; and 
that any revenue they were capable of making 
would leaye. a large surplus to be supplied by 
credit ;: that ex-per.ience had· proved the impossi~ 
bility of supporting.a paper system without funds, 
and tilat domestic loans could not be effected, 
because there were few men of monied capital in 
the United States; that from ~ecessity recourse 
had been had to military impressments for sup
porting the arDIY, which, if continued longer, or 
urged farther, would probably disgust the peo
ple, and hring round a revolution of public senti
mellt." 
- ff That the relief procured by. these violent 
m'eans was so inadequate, that the patience of the 
army was exhausted, and their discontents had 
broke out ill serious and alarming mutinies; that 
the relief necessary was 110t within tile power of 
tile U llited States; alld that from a view of all 
circHUlstances, a loan of money ·was absolutely 
necessary for reviving public credit, and giving 
vigour to future 0.p61·atioDs-." It was farther stated 
~" that next to' a Joan of money, a French naval 
superiority in the American seas was of so much 
COllsequence, that without it nothing decisive 
,~()ul<;l be undertaken against the British, who 
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coasts." . 
The future capacities of the United States to 178.1. 

repay any loan that lnight be made,' were parti
cularly stated; and that" there was f:.till a fund 
of resource and inclination in the count.,y equal 
to great exertions, provided a liberal supply of 
money would furnish the means. of stopping the 
progress of disgust which resulted from the U\1-

popular mode of <supplying the army by .r.equisi-
tion and impressment." 

Such interesting 'statements, sanctioned by the 
.American chief, and enforced by the address of 
Col. Laurens, directly from. the scene of action, 
and tile influence of Dr. Franklin, who, for the 
five preceding years, 'bad been minister p1enipo
tentiary from the U oited, States to the cOlirtof 
Versailles, produced the desired effect. His 
Most Christian Majesty gave his American allies 
a s'ubsidy of six millions of livres, and became 
their security for ten millions more, borrowed for 
their use in the Ullited Netllerlands. A naval 
co-operation was promised, alld a conjunct expe
dition against their cornmon foes projected. 

TIle .American war was 110\V so far invol ved irl 

the consequences of naval operations, that a su
perior French fleet seemed to be the hinge on 
which it was likely soon to take a favourable turn. 
The British army being parcelled in the difl"ercnt 
sea-ports of the Ullited States, any division of it, 
blocked up by a French fleet, could not long resist 
the superior combined force which might be 
brought to operate against it. The Marquis de 
Castries" who directed the marine of France with 
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CJ~t~· great pretision, calculated the naval force which 
,i. • •• tile British cOtlld concenter on tIle coa~t of tIle 

1781. United States, and disposed his' own in such a 
manner as ensured him a superiority. In con
formity to these principles, and in subserviency to 
the design of the campaign, M. de Grasse sailed 
in March, 1781, from Brest, with twenty·tive sail 
of the line, several tllousand land forces, and a 
large convoy amounting to more than two hun
dred ships. A small part of this force was des~ 
tined for the :East-Indies; but M. de Grasse 
with the greater part sailed for Martinique. 

Tile Britisll fleet then in the West-Indies had 
been previousl? weakened by the departure of a 
squadron for the protection of the ships which 
were employed in carrying to Eng1and the booty 
lvhich had been taken at St. Ellstatius. Tile Bri-
tisll i\dmira1s Hood and Drake were detached to 
intercept the outward bound . French fleet, com
manded'by M. de Grasse; but a junction be
tween his force and eight ships of the line, and 
Olle of 50 guns, which were previously at l\{arti· 
nique and St. Domingo, was nevertheless effected. 
By this <:ombination of fresh ships from Europe, 
with the French fleet previously in the West-
Indies, they had a decided superiority. M. de 
Grasse having finished his business in the West
Indies, sailed in the beginning of August with a 
prodigious convoy. After seeing this out of dan
ger, he directed his course for the Chesapeak, 
alld arrived there on the thirtieth of tile same 
month. Five days before his arrival in the Che
sapeak, the French fleet in Rll0de-Island sailed 
for the same place. These fleets, notwithstanding 
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tlleir orig· inal distance from the scene of action, CHAP. 
VIII. 

and from each other) coincided in their opera- __ _ 
tions in an extraordinary manner, far beyond the 
reach of military calculation. They all tended to 
one object, and at one and the sanle time; and 
that object was neither known nor suspected by 
the British, till the proper season for counterac-
tion was elapsed!. • 

Tllis coincidence of favourable circumstances 
extended to the marclles of the American and 
French land forces. The plan of operations had 
been so well digested, and was so faithfullyexe
cuted by the different commanders, that Gen. 
Washington and Count Rochambeau had passed 
the British bead-quarters in New-l"ork, and were 
considerably advanced in their way to Yorktowl1, 
before Count de Grasse had reached the Ameri
can coast. This was effected in the following 
manner: Mons. de Barras, appointed to the com. 
mand of the French squadron at New-Port, ar. 
rived at Boston with dispatches for Count de 
Rochambeau. An interview soon after took place 
at Weathers6eld, between Gene,rals Wasbington, 
Knox, and du Portai), on the part of the Ameri
cans, and Count de Rochambeau and the Chevalier 
Chastelleux, on the part of the French. At this in ... 
terview an eventual plan of the whole campaign 
was fixed. This was to lay siege to New-York, in 
concert with a Frenell fleet, \vhich was to arrive on 
the coast in the month of l\.Ugust. It was agreed 
that the French troops should march towards the 
North river. Letters.\vere addressed by Gen. Wash. 
ington to the execut.lve· officers of New Hampshire, 
Massachusetts, C'Onriecticllt, and New-Jersey, rc ... 

, 1 \ ' ' 

, , " \ 

1781. 
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(Iulring them to fill up their battalions, and t6 CHAF. 
VIII . 

...... -- have their quotas of 6,200 miHtiain readiness with
17&1. in a week of the time they nlight be called for. 

Conformahly to these outlines of the caolpaign, 
the French troops maTched from Rhode·Island in 
June, and early in the following monthjoined the -
American army. At the same time Washington 
mat'ched his army fr:om their winter encampment 
near Peekskill to the vicinity of Kingsbridgc. 
Gen. ~Lincoln fell do\vn the North river with a 
detachmertt in boats, and . took possession of the 
ground where Fort Illdependence formerly stood. 
An attack was made upon bim, but was soon dis
continued. The British about this time retired 
with almost the whole oftbeir . force to York Isl-

• and. ,,; asbington bopedtobe able to commeh~e· 
operations against New~York about the middle, 
or at £'lrthestthe latter end of July. FJat bot
tomed boats sufflciel1t .to -transpGrt 5,000 men 
\\~erebllilt 'llcar Albany, and hrougllt down the 

. North rh-c.- to tHe neighbourhood of the American 
army before New-York. Ovens were erected op
posite to St~ltCll Island for the use of the Fa-cnd. 
troops. E\'cry Ill()Vement int.roductory to the com
menCClncnt oCtile siege was made. To the great, 
luorti6catio.n of '\7 asllington, he found himself on 
tho!!(l of AU~l1st, to be only a few hundreds 
stronger than he was 011 the day bis army fil"st 

rnoved frolD their winter quarters. To have fixed 
on a plan of operations wilh ~\ foreign officer at 
t,he head of a respc(:tablt~ force; to have brought 
tllat force from a (~orlsitlcl·a,l,lf! distance in conti
flent expcctation of reiIlJ()fCCR1('nts sufficiently 
large t.o COmmf'llCC eflectM'(' operations against the 
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common. ene~y; and at the same t~me to .hav~ c~~~" 
engagements In behalf of the states vIolated In dl- ______ ___ 
reer opposition to their own interest, and in a 1781. 

manner derogatory to his personal honour, wa~ 
enough to have excited storms and tempests in 
any mind less calm ·than tllat of Gen. 'Vashington. 
lIe bore this harel trial with his usual nlagnanimi-
ty, and contented himself with repeating his re
quisitioM to the states; and at the same time urg-
ed them by every tie to enable him to fulfil en
gagements entered into 00 their account witll·the 
commander of the French troops. . 

That tardiness which at other times bad brought . 
the Americans near the "brink of ruin, ,vas 110\V" . 

the accidental cause of real service. . Hd they 
sent forward·tbeir recruits for the regular army. 
anti their quotas of militia, aswu- expected, the 
siege of New·York lvould have commenc(.u inthc 
latter end of July, or early in August. While tile 

. season was wasting away in expectation of these 
reinforcements, lord Cornwa11is, as bas bee.D men-

" , . . . . 

tiol1ed, fixed bitnself near the Capes of Virginia. 
His situation there; the arrival of a reinforcement 
ofS,OOO Germans from Europe to New-York; the 
superior strength of their garrison; the failure of 
·thestates in filliag up their.bnttaliODs and embo- . 
dying their militia; and especially recent intelli
gence from Count de Grasse, . that his destination 
was fixed to the Cb~sapeak,coocurred about the 
middle of August to lnakeatotal change of thr! 
plan of tbe ~ampaign. 

The appearance of an intention to attack New
York W8$, nevertheless, kept up. While this dc
ception ~as played off, the nllietl nrmy (·ro(;!o'(·n. 
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the N"orth river, and passed on by the way of Phi. 
---------- larlelphia through the intermediate country to 

1781. Yorktown. An attempt to reduce the Briti~h 
force in Virginia promised success with more ex· 
pedition, and to secure an o~ject of nearly equal 

.. importance as the reduction of New-York .. 
'Vhile tIle attack of New-York was in serious 

contemplation, a letter from Gen. Washington, 
detailing the particulars of the intende'd opera
tions of the campaign, being intercepted, fell·into 
the hands of Sir Henry Cliilton. After the plan 
was changed, the royal commander was so much 
under the impression of the intelligence contained 
in the intercepted letter, that he believed every 
movement towards Virginia to be a feint calcu .. 
1ated to draw off' his attention from the defence of 
New-Yorl. Uilder tbe itdlQence-'~f this opinj:on', 
he bent his whole force to strengthen that post; 
a,Iid suffered' the American and Frenell armies to 
pass him without mole~tation. When the best. 
oppprtunity of striking at them was"elapsed, then 
for the fir~t time he ·was brou'ght to believe, that 
the allies had fixed on Virginia for the theatre of 
their combined operations. As truth may be 
made to answer the· putposes . of deception, so no 
feint of attacki ngN ew-Y ork could have been 
more ~successful tllan the real· intention. 

In the latter end of August, the American ar
my began their march to Virginia from the neigh
bourhood of New-York. 'Vashington had ad
'vanced as far as Chester, before lle received the 
news of the arrival of the fleet commanded by 
M. de Grasse. The French troops marched at 
the same time, and for the same place. Gen. 
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'Vashing-ton and Count Rochambeau with Gene- c:-1tt· 
rals Chastelleux, du Portail, and Knox, pro- ---.... 
ceeded to visit Count de Grasse on boaord Ilis 
ship, the Ville de Paris, and agreed on a plan of 
operations. 

The Count afterwards wrote to Washington, 
that in case a British fleet appeared, " he conceiv
ed- that he ought to go out and meet thenl at sea, 
instead of risking an engagement in a confined 
situation." Titts alarmed the Gener,al. He sent 
the M-arquis d~ 18 Fayette with a letter to dis
suade 111m from the dangerous measure. This 
letter, and thepersuas:ons of the Marquis, 'had 
tIle desired effect. e 

The combined forces proceeded on their way 
to Yorktow~, partly by land,' and partly down 
the ChesapeAk. The Whole tog-ether, with Ii body 
ofVirgiIiia militia, under the command-of Gen. 
Nelson, rendezvoused at 'Villiamsburg; on the 
25th of September, and in five· days afte-r moved 
down to the investiture of Yorkto'wn. Tlle Frencll 
fleet at the same time moved to t'he mouth of 
York river, and tool a position which was calcu
lated to prevent lord Cornwallis either from re
treating, or receiving succour by water. Pre vi-

. ously to the march from Williamsburg to York..; 
town, Wasbington gave out in general orders as 
follows ;_cc If the enemy should be tempted to 
meet the army on its march, the General particu
larly enjoins the troops to place their principal 
reliance 011 the bayonet, that they may prove the 
vanity of the . boast, which the British make of 
their particular prowess, in deciding battles with 
t.hat weapon," 

x· 

1781. 
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C~t:· The works erected for the security of York
_____ a town 011 the right, were redoubts and batteries, 

1781. with a line of stockade in the rear. A marshy ra
vine Jay in front of the right, over which was 
placed a large redou bt. The morass extended 
along the centre, which "ras defended by a line 
of stockade, and by batteries. On. the left of 
the centre was 8, hornw·ork with a ditcll, a ro,v 
of fraize, and an abbatis. Two redQu~ts' were 
advanced before tIle left. The combined forces. 
advanced, and took possession of the ground from 
which the Britisll had retired. About this· time , . ~ . 

the legion cavalry and mounted infantry p.assed 
over the river to Gloucester. Gen. de ·Choisy 
invested the British post on that side so- fully, as 
to cut off all communication between it and the 
country. In the mean time, the royal army was 
straining every nerve to strengthen their works, 
and their artillery was constantly employed in 
impeding the operations of the combined army. 
'On the ninth and tenth of October, the Americans 
and French 9pened their batteri~s. They kept 
:up a brisk and well directed fire from heavy can-

. 'Don, from mortars, a~d l~owitzers. Tile shells of 
the besiegers reached the ships in the harbour; 
the Charon of 44 gUllS, -and a transport ship, were 
burned. The besiegers commenced their second 
parallel two hundred yards from the works of the 
besieged. 1'wo redoubts which were advanced 
on the left of the British, greatly impeded the 
progress of the combined armies. It was there .. 
fore proposed to carry them by storm. To excite 
a spirit of emulation, the reduction of the one 
was committed to the Frencli, ott tIle othel- to the 
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Americans. The assailants marclled to the as.. CHAP. 
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s~'riJt with unloaded arms; having passed the __ .. 
abbatis and palisades, they attacked on all sides, 
and carried the redoubt in a few minutes, with 
the Joss of eight men killed, and twenty-eight 
wounded. 

The French were equally successful on their 
part. They carried the redoubt assigned to them 
with rapidity, but lost a considerable number of 
men. Tllese' two redoubts were included ill the 
second parallel" and facilitated the subsequent 
operations of the besiegers. 

By this·time the batteries of the 'besiegers wel'e 
covered with nearly a hundred pieces of heavy 
ordnan~e, and the works of the besieged were so 
damaged that they could scarcely show a single 
gun. I~ord Cornwallis had.now no hope left, 
but from offering terms of capitulation, or at
tempting an escape. He determined on the lat
ter. This, though less pr,acticable than when 
first proposed, was not altogether hopeless. Boats 
were prepared to receive the troops in the night, 
and to transport them to Gloucester point. Af
ter one whole embarkation had crossed, a violent 
storm of wind and rain dispersed the boats, and 
frustrated the whole scheme. The royal army, 
thus weakened by division, was exposed to in
creased danger. Orders were sent to those who 
had passed, to recross the river to Y orkfown. 
With the failure of this scheme, the last hope 0" 
the British army expired. Longer resistance 
could answer no good purpose, and might occa
sion the loss of many valuable lives. Lord Corn
wallis therefore wrote a letter to Gen.", W a~hin g'. 

178i. 
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C~tt· ton, requesting a cessation of arms for twenty .. 
..,..;. ........... __ four hours; and that commissioners might be ap .. 

1781. pointed to dige~t terms of capitulation. This 
was agreed to, and in consequence thereof, the 
posts of York and Gloucester were surrendered 
on certain stipulations; the principal of which 
were as follows :.-" The troops to be prisoners 
of war to Congress, and the naval force to France: 
-The officers to retain their side arms and pri
'\;"ate property of every kind, but every thing ob
viously belonging to th.e inhabitants of the Unit., 
ed States, to be subject to be reclaimed :-The 
so1diers to be kept in Virginia, Maryland, and 
Pennsylvania, a.nd to be supplied with the same 
rations as are allowed to soldiers in the service of 
Congress :--A proportion of the officers to march 
into the country with the prisoners, "the rest to be 
allowed to proceed on parole to Europe, to New
York, or to any other American maritime post in 
possession of the British." The honour of marching 
out with colours flying, which had been refused 
to Gen. Lincoln on his giving up Charleston, was 
now refused to Earl Cornwallis; and Gell. Lin
coln was appointed to receive the su bmission of 
the royal army at Yorktown, precisely in the 
same way his own bad been conducted about 
eighteen months before. 

The regular troops of America and Fr ance, 
employed in this sieg~, consisted of about 0,500 
of the former, and 7,000 of the latter, and they 
were assisted by about 4,000 militia. On the 
part of the combined army, about three hundred 
were killed or wounded. On the part of the Bri
tish about five hundred, and seventy were taken 
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i.n the redoubts, which were carried by assault on CHAP. 
VIII. 

the 14th of October. The troops of every kind ......-_ 
that surrendered prisoners of war, exceeded 7,000 
men; but so great was the number of sick and 
wounded, that there were only 3,890 capable of 
bearing arms. 

Congress honoured Gen. Washington, Count 
de Rochambeau, Count de Grasse, and the officers 
of the different corps, and the men under them, 
with thanks for their services in tIle reduction of 
lord Cornwallis. The whole project was conceiv
ed with profound wisdom, and the incidents of 
it had been combined with singular propriety. Ii 
is not therefore wOllderful, tllat from the remark. 
able coincidence in all its parts, it was crowned 
with unvaried Sllccess. 

General Washington, on the day after the sur
render, ordered "that those who were under 
arrest, should be pardoned and set at liberty." 
His orders closed as follows-" Divine service shall 
be performed to-morro,w in the different brigades 
and divisions. The c~mmander in chief recom
mends that all the troops that are not upon duty, 
do assist at it with a serious deportment, and that 
sensibility of heart which the recollection of the 
surprising and particular interposition of provi
dence in our favour claims." The interesting 
event of captivating a second royal army, pro
duced strong emotions, which broke out in aU th~ 
,'ariety of ways in which the most rapturous joy 
usually displays itself. 

After the capture of lord Cornwallis, 'Vashing
ton, with the greatest part of his army, returned 
to thp "idnity of New-York. In th~ preceding 

1780. 
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six years be had been accustomed to look for. 
------ ward and to prQvide for all possible events.. In 

1781. the babit of struggling with difficulties, bis cou-

CHAP. 
VIII. 

rage at all times grew with the- dangers which 
surrounded llim. In the most disastrous situa
tions.,- he was far removed from despair. Ontthe 
other hand, those COI-tunate ~ events which induced 
many to believe that the revolution was accom
plished, never operated on him so far, as,' to relax 
his exertions or precautions. Thonghcomplete 
success had been obtained by the allied 'arms in 
"irginia, and great advantages bad been gained 
in 1781 in the Carol inas, yet Washington urged 
tbe necessity of being prepared for "another cam
paign. In a letter to Geu. Greene be observed, 
" I shall endeavour to stimulate Congress to the 
best improvement of our late success, by taking 
the most vigorous and effectual measures to be 
ready for an early and decisive campaign the 
next year. My greatest fear is that, viewing this 
stroke in a point of light which may too much 
magnify its importance, they may think our work 
too nearly closed, and faU into a state of languor 
and relaxation. To prevent this error, I shall 
.employ every means in my power; and if unhap
pily we sink into this fatal mistake, no part of the 
blame shall be mine." 
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CHAP. IX . 
.. 

1782 and 1783. 

Prospects of peace. Languor of the states. Dis
contents of tlte arm:". Gen. Washington preoents 
the adoption of ,rash measures. Some new levies 
in Pennsylvania mutiny, and are quelled. 'Wasll
ington recommends measures for the preseroation 
of independence, ,peqce, Lilferty, a'lld happiness. 
Dism-isses his army .. ",'Enters New-York. Takes 

. ktJ'l!e of his officers.' 'Settles his accounts. Be
ptU:rs to Annapolis~, ': Resigns his commission. 
Retires to Mount JT~rnon, and resumes his agri
( .. ultural pursuits,' ' 

, , , 
'" " 

••• 

THE military est~blishment for 1782, was passed 
with unusual celerity sbortly after the surrender 
of lord Cornwallis; but no exertions of America 
alone could do more than confine the British to 
the sea coast. To' ~islodge them from their 
strong holds in ~w-York and Charleston, occu
pied the 'unceasing attention of Washington. 
While he was concerting plans for farther com-
bined operations with the French, and a, the 
same time endeavouring by circular letters to 
rouse his countrymen to spirited measures, intel
ligence arrived that sundry motions, for disconti-
nuing the American war had been debated in the 
Britisb Parliament, and nearly carried. Fearing 

CHAP. 
IX. -...----
1182 

& 
1783. 

• 
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CHAP. that this would relax the exertions of the states, IX. 
_____ he added in his circular letters to their respective 

1782 
& 

1783. 

Governors-:-" I have perused these debates with 
great attention and care, with a view, if possible, 
to penetrate their real design; and upon the 
most mature deliberation I can bestow, I am 
obliged to declare it as my candic:l opinion, that 
the measure in all its views, so far as it respects 
A~erica, is merely delusory, having no serious 
inteDtion to admit our independence upon its 
true principles; but is calculated to produce a 
change of ministers to quiet the minds of their 
own people, and reconcile them to a cODtinuance 
of the war; while it is meant to amuse this coun~ 
try with a false idea of peace, to draw us from our . 
connexion 'with Prance, and to tullus into a state 
of security and. inactiyity; which taking place, 
the ministry will. be left to prosecute the war in 
otber parts of the world with greater vigour . and 
effect. Your excellency will permit· me on this 
occasion to observe, that, even if the nation and 
parliament are really . in earnest to obtain peace 
witb America, it will undoubtedly be wisdom in 
us to meet them with great caution and circum
spection, and by all means to keep our arms firm in 
our bauds; and instead of relaxiDg one iota in our 
exertion~, rather to spring forward witb redoubled 
vigour, that we may take the advantage of .very 
favourable opportunity, until our wishes are folly 
obtained. No nation yet suffered in treaty by 

. preparing, (even in the momeDt of negociation,) 
most vigorously for the field." 

Early in May, Sir Guy Carleton, who bad suc
ceeded Sir Henry Clinton as commander in chief 
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of the British forces in Amel·ica, arl·ived~c ill New- CI-IAP. 

York, ~nll anlloullced in Sll(~Cessive com(nunica- _1_X_e __ 

tions, the increasing probahllity of' a speedy 
peace, and his disappl'obation of farther hostili
ties, which, he observed, "could only tend to 
multiply t.he miseries of in(li\,jeJuaJs, \vithol1t a 
possible advantage to either nation." The cau-
tious temper of W ashin~t()n gTadually yielded to 
increasing evi·dence that the British were serious-
ly inclined to terminate the war ; but ill propor-
tion as this opinion prc\"ailed, the exel·tioll·S of 
tIle .states relaxed. Not more tllall 80.000 dollars 
had been received irOnl all of tilem, when tile,. 
month of August was far adv3l1ced. Every ex- . 
penditl1re yielded to the subsistence of tbe army .. 
A sufficiency of money could scarcely be obtain-
ed for that indispensably necessary purpose. To 
paytbetroops was impossible. 

Washington, whose sagacity allticipated events, 
foresaw with concern the probable consequences 
likely to result from theta."dilleSS of the states to 
comply with the requisitions of Coogres.c;. Theile 
had been ample. Eight millions of dollars bad 
been called for, to be paid in four equal quarter
ly instalments, for the service of tbe year 1781. 
In a confidential letter to thE~ Secreta."y ofW ar, 
Washington observed-" I (!Ilnnot help fearing 
the result of reducing the army, where I ~ee sucb 
a nnmber of men, goaded by a thot1!'and stings of 
retl~ction on the pclst, and of antlcipntloll on the 
future, about to be turlled into ti,e ~\·orl(l, sOtlred 
by penury, and what the.,' call the ingl·~,ti' u.le of 
the public; involved ill debt~ wilhout OUf! fiuUung 
of mouey to carry them hO.me, afrer ha\'lhg 3.,etlt 
the flower ot their days, and nlany of them their 

1782 
& 

17&1. 

\ .. ' . 
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patrilllonies, in establishing the freedom and ill' .. 
---- dependence of their country, and having suffered 

CHAP. 
IX. 

1782 
" &, 

1783. 

every thing which human nature is capable of 
'enduring on this side of death. I repeat it, when 
I reflect 011 tllese irritable cirCllmsta11ces, I callnot. 
avoid apprehending that a train of evils will fol.;. 
low, of a very serious and distressing nature." 

" I wish not to heighten the shades of the pie .. 
ture so far as the real 1 ife would justify me in do
ing, or J would give anecdotes of patriotism and 
distress, which have scarcely ever heen paralleled, 
llever surpassed, in the history of mankind. But 
you may rely upon it; the patience anrllong suffer
ance of this at·iny are almost exhausted, and there 
never was so great a spirit of discontent as at this 
instant. While in the field, it may be kept from 
breaking out into acts of outrage; but when w~ re
tire into winter quarters, (unless, the storm be pre
viously dissipated,) I cannot be at ease respecting 
the consequences. It is high time for a peace." 

These apprehensions were well founded. To 
watch the discontents of his troops, the AmetOican 
chief continued in camp after they had retired in
to winter quarters,though t.here was no prospect of 
any military operation which might require his 
presence. Soon after their retiremellt, the officers 
presented a petition to Congress respecting thei r 
pay, and deputed a committee of their body to so· 
licit tlleir intel·ests wllile under c(j!~sideration *. 

Nothing had been decided on the-claims of the 
\l.rmy, \V hen intell igence, (in March, 1783,) arrived, 
that prelirninary and eventual articles of peace 
betweell tIle IT tlited States and Great-Britaill 11ad 
been signed on the 30th of the preceding Novem .. 

~ See the Appendix for tl1is Petition, 
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her, in which the independence of the United CHAP. 

States was amply recognized. '10 the general joy --..I_X __ e ....... 1 • 

excited by this event, the army partook; but one 
unpleasant idea mingled itself with their exulta
tions. They suspected that as justice had not 
been done to tllenl wllile tlleir services were in
dispensable, they would be less likely to obtain it 
when they ceased to be necessal'y. Their fears 
on this 'account were increased by a letter which 
about tIle same time was recei\7ed from tlleir com~ 
Inittee in I>hiladelphia, announcing that the ob-
jects which they had solicited from Congress had 
110t yet been obtained. Smarting as they were 
under past sufferings, and present wants, t.heir ex
asperation became violent and almost ltl1iversal. 
",Vhile they were brooding over their gloomy 
prospects, and provoked at the apparent neglect 
with which they had been treated, an allonyIl.)ou~ 
paper was circulated, proposing a meeting of 
the General and Field Officers on the next day. 
The avowed object of this meeting was to consider 
the late letter from their committ~~ with C()ngress~ 
and what measures should be adopted to obtain 
that redress. of grievances which they seemed to 
have solicited in vain. On the same day the fol-. 
lowing address was privately circulated: 

" TO THE OFFICERS OF THE ARMY. 

" Gentlemen, 
" A FELL9W-SOLDIER, whose interest and affections bind 11illl 

strongly to you; whose past s~ufferitlgs have been as great, and 
\vhose future fortune Inay be as desperate as yours-would be~ 
leave to address you~ ,,,'\ge has its ciaiII1S, and ralik is not with-
out its pretensions to advise; but tllougb u·nsuPllorted by bolll, he 
flatters hinlself that the plain lal1glr"dge of sincerity and experi
ence, will neither be unheal~d nor unregarded. Like many of 
you, he loved l)rivate life, and left it with regret. He left it, de1i 

" 
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ternlined to rctil~e from tIle field with the necessity that called 
llim to it, and 110t till tl,en; not till the enemies ot' his country, the 

.... ----- sluves of power, and tIle hirelings of injustice, \vere compelled 
1782 

CHi\P. 
IX. 

& to abundon tlleir scllemes, and acknowledge . \ merica as terrible 
liSJ. in arlns as she had been humble ill remonstrance. With this 

object ill vie\v, he llas long shared in your toils, and mingled in 
YOU1' dangers; l1e llas felt the cold hand of poverty ,vitll0l1t a 
murmur, and llas seen tIle insole11ce of \vealth without a sigh. But, 
too lnucll under the direction of Ilis wislles, and sometimes weak 
enoug'h to Il1istake desire for opinion, he has, till lately, vrry tate
ly. be1iev\~d in the justice of his country. He hoped, that as the 
clouds of adve~'sity scattered, ~nd as the sun-shine of peace alld 
bettel' fortune hroi,e in llpon us, the coldness ancl severity of go
VC1'nl11ent \vould relax, ~,11d that~ more tllHn justice, that g1·al.itudc 
'VOll'~(l hl~\ze forth \l])On those 11,<t11ds '\vhicll l1Ud \lpheld her in the 
darl·~est stages of hell passage .. from itnpendi11g servitllde to ac .. 
kno\vledged illdcl)el1clence. 13ut faitll h,\s its linlits, as well as tem
PCI'; and there arc points beyond \Vllich neither can be stretched, 
without sinking into co\val'dice, or plun~5ing into credulity. "!'his, 
my friends, I conceive to be your situHtion. H.urried to the very 
ve,l'ge of both, unotl1er step would ruin you forever. '1'0 be tan16 
and lllll)rovoked ,vhen injtll'ies press hard upon you, is more than 
'veaknes~; but to lool~ UI) fo)" kinder usage, ,,1itllOllt one nlanly er
fOJ,t of YOU1' o''1n~ would fix your character, and SllO\V the \vorld 
110\V richly y·ou deserve tl108C chains YOll bl'oke. 'l~o guar(I against 
this evil, let \\8 take a review of tl!p. ground UI)011 which ,ve now 
stand, and from the!lCe carry our thoUGhts fOl",vurd for a Inomcnt, 
into the tlnexl)loreel field of expedient. 

" After a IJUrsuit of seven long years, the object for which we 
set Ol.lt is at length brO\lght within our rcacll !-Yes, rrly fl'iends, 
tllat suffering courage of YOUl'S, ,vas active once-it has cOndtlct
cd tIle United States of Alnerica tlirOlllsh a dOllbtflll and a bloody 
,var! It has placec} her ill the chair of independency, andjleace re-
turns again to bless~whom? A country ,villing to redress your 
wrongs, cherish YOllr worth, anel reward your services;·u country 
courting YOllr return to private life, with tears of gratitude, and 
smiles of admiration; longing to divide witIl YOlI that in(lepen-

. dency ,vhich your gallantry has given, and those riches which 
YOllr wounds have preserved? Is tllis the case? or is it ratller, a 
COllntry that traolples upon your rights, disdains your cr1_es, apd 
insults your distresses? liave you not, more thatl once4 ~\Jggest· 
ed your \vishes, and made known yOll!' wallts to Congrc.ss? Wants 
Blld ,vislles which gratitude und policy should 11ave anticipated, 
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l:atller than evape(l. And have you 110t lately, in the 1neek Ian
glH1J.re of entreating nlemolial, begged from their justice, what 
YOll wO\.lld no langel' expect from their favour? How have you 
been ~\ns'vered? Let tIle letter \vhich you al'e called to consider 
to-l11orro,\" nll.\ke l'eply. 

" 1f this, tllen, be yO\lr treatment, ,vllile the swords you wear 
are ,necessary fol' the defence of Alnerica, what have you to ex

. pect r"01)1 l)eace, when your ,~oice shall sink, and YOUI· strength 
dissipate by division? 

" \'\ hen these very swords, the ulstruments and c~ompanio1lS of 
your glory. sh\,11 be taken from your sides', and no remaining mark 
of milital~y distinction left, but youv \vants., infirlrlities, and scars! 
can you then consent to be the only sufferers by this revolution, 
and retiring £1'0111 the, field, grow olel in poverty, wret~lledlless, , 
and contenlpt? Can you COllscnl to \vade tlll'Ol1g'l'l the vile mire of 
dependency, otndo\ve the nliserable reJllllunt of that life to cll~rity, 
,vhich has 11itherto been sl1cnt in 110110Ur!-"lf you C,trJ, go-and 
carry with you the jest of tOl'ics; unu the scorrl of \vl1igt;--the ri
dicllie, and what is \vorsc, the pity of the \vorld! Gu, starve, and 
be forgotten! But if your SlJil'it ShOllld revolt a.t this; if'you ~ave 
sel1se enollgil to discover, and s11irit enotlgh to Ol)l)use tyranny, 
under ,vhntever garb it may aSSUITle; w11ether it be the plain coat 

of l'epub1icanisln, or the splendid robe of royalt y: if YOll ll~.ve yet 
learned to, discrimil1ute between a peop~e ancl a cause, between 
Dlel1 and l}rinciples--..awake !-attend to ,your situation, and re. 
dress yourselves. If tIle present nl0ment be lost, e\'ery future effort 
is in vaitl ; and your threats then will be as empty as your elltrea
ties no,v. I would uc\vise you, therefore, to corne to SODle final 
ol)inion, UI)on ,vhat yott can bear, and ,,'llat you \viII StIffer. If your 
determination be in any proportioll to your ,vrongs, carry your 
apIJeal froll1 the justice to thejtar8 of goverllu1ellt-.change the 
lnill{ and \vuter style of your last. memorial; aSSUllle a bolder tone 

-clecent, but lively-spirited and deter111ined; a11d sUSllect the 
lliall \vho ,\"ollld advise to rnore mO(lel'ation al1d longer forbear. 
ance. Let t'VQ or three nlen, Wll0 can feel as well as write, be.' 
nppointed to dra\v Ul) your last renlOllstrullCC; f()r 1 \voul(l no 
longer give it the sueing, soit, llllsuccessful epithet of memorial. 
I.JCl it be represented, ~ illiangllage that wililleitiler disllonour you 
l)y its rudeness, nor betray you by its fears,) w11at has beell pro .. 
Inist:d by C.ongress, and \vhut has been perfprmed; hOlY long alld 

110W l)utielltly you lluve sutlered; 110\V little you have asked, al1d 
110\V 111\lCl, of th,\t little l1as been (lenied.. 'l"cll them that thouglt 
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CHAP. you ,vel'e tIle first, allU ,vollld 'visl1 to be tllec last, to ellCQUnter 
IX~ danger; tll0Ugh despair itself can never drive you into dishonour, 

,...~ -1-7-82-- it may dl~ive you from the fieldit that the ,vound often irritated, 
& and never healed, may at length become incurable; and tllat the 

I ~ 

1783. slightest mark of indigtlity from Congress now, must operate like 
the grave, and part you for ever; that in any political event,- the 
army has its alternative. If jleace, tllat notlling shall separate 
you from your arms but death: if wa,,·, that courting the allspices 
and inviting the directiollS of YOllr illl1stl'ious leader, you ,viii re
tire to some unsettled country, smile in your turn, aile} "mock 
when tlleir fear cometh on." But let it represent also, tllat should 
they comply with the request of YOllr late memorial, it ,vould 
make you more happy, and tl'f1n more respectable: th~t while 
the war Sllould continlle, YOll would follow their standard into tIle 
field-and "hen it can1e to an end, YOII ,,,"ould withdraw into the 
shade of private life, and give the world another subject of 'vond~l' 
and applause-an a,·,ny victO'l?'OU8 Otler it~ t1temie'~victorio'lltt 

OVer it8C/f. [ANONYMOUS.] 

This artful address found ill almost every bo-
. som such congenial sentiments, as prepared the 
way for its favourable reception. It operated like 
a torch on COJ'} bustihle materials. The passions of 
the army quickly caught the flame it was well cal
culated to excite. Every appearance threatened 
that the proposed convention of the ofiicel'S would 
produce an explosion which might tarnish the re~ 
putation of the army, disturb the peace of the 
country, and, undel· certain circ!Umstances, most 
probably termin~te ill the SUbVel"siotl of the recent 
liberties of tile ne\\' formed states~ 

Accustomed, as 'Vashington bad been, to emer
gencies of great. delicacy and difficulty, yet none 
had occuned, which called more pressingly than 
the present, for the utnlost exertion of all his 
powers. lIe knew well that it was much easier 
to avoid intemperate measures than to recede 
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from them after they had been adopted. I-Ie CHAP. 
IX. 

tllerefore .considered it as a matter of tIle last iln- ______ A 

portance, to prevent the meeting of the offiCCt,S 
on the succeeding day, as proposed in the anony
mous summons. The sensibilities of the army 
were too high to adnlit of this being forbidden by 
authority, as a violation of discip1 i ne; but the end 
was answered in another way,· arid without irri-
tation. The commander in chief, in genet'a} or-
ders, noticed the anonymous summon~, as a disor-
derly ~ proceeding, not to be countenanced; and 
the more effectually to divert the officers from 
paying any attention to it, he requested them to 
meet for the same nominal purpose, but on a day 
four days subsequent to the one proposed by the 
anonymous addresser. 1'he interveningpe,riod 
was improved in p.'epat'ing· the officers for the 
a~option of moderate measnres. Gen. 'V ashing~ 
tOil sent for one officer after anot.her, and enlarg-
ed in ·private on the fatal Col1sequences, and par
ticularly tile loss of cllaracter, \Vllicll ,vould 'result 
froln the adoption of intemperate resolutions. 
His wllole personal illfluence was excited to calm 
the prevailing agitation. 'Vhen the officers as
sembled, their venerable chief preparing to ad. 
dress them, found his eye-sight to fail him, on 
wbich he observed, " 1\ly eyes have grown dim 

. in my country's service, but I never doubted of 
.its justice;" and then proceeded as foHows: 

· "Gellllemel1, 

cc By an anonymous summons, an attempt has 
been made· to convene you together. How in
consistent with the rnlps of propriety, how llnmi .. 

1782 
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CHAP. litary, and how subversive of all order and disci
_~_I~X_. _ pliue, let the good sen~e of t.he army declde. 

1782 
& 

1783. 

"In tile mOlIlent of' tllis summOllS, allother 
anonymous production was sent into circnlation, 
addressed more to tile feelillgs at1c\ passions tlla11 
to the reason and judgment of the army. The 
author of the piece is entitled to much credit for 
the goodness of his pen; and I could wish he had 
as mllell credit for the rectitude of llis heart; for, 
a·s men see throuJlh different optics, and are in
duced, by the reflecting faculties of the mind, to 
u~e different means to attain the same end, the au
thor of the address sbould have had more charity 
than to mark for su~picion, the man who should re
commend moderation and longer forbearance; or. 
in other words, WllO ShOll1d not tllink as he thinks, 
and act as he advises. BL1t he harl another plan 
in view) in which candour and lIberality of senti
ment, regard to justice, and love of country, have 
no part: and he was right to insinuate the dark .. 
est sllspicion to dfect the blackest design. That 
tile ad(lress is drawn witll great ctrt, al1d is rlesign
ed to an~wer the most insidious pnrposes; that it 
is calculated to ilnpress tile min() ,vitll all idea of 
premeditated injustice in the sovereign power of 
the United States, a,nd rouse all tllt)Se l~eselltrn(3nts 

which must unavoidably How from snch a bdief; 
that the secret. move,· of tillS S('llenle, "7110eVf'r he 
may be, int.ended to take advantage of t he pas
sions, while they were warmed by the recoJlt'ction 
of past di~tresses, without giving time for cool, 
deliberate tllinkillg, all() that COlllposure of milld 
which is so necessary to give dignity and stability 
to measures, is rendered too obvious, by the mod~ 



GEORGE \VASI-IINCTON • 169 
• 

of conducting the business, to need other proof CHAP. 
~, IX. 

than a reference to the proceeding. Thus much, ---
gentlemen, I have thought it incumbent on me to 
observe to you, to show upon what principles I 
opposed the itO('egular and hasty meeting which 
was proposed to have been held on Tuesday la.st~ 
and not because I wanted a. di~position to give 
you every opportunity, consistent with YOllr own 
honour and the dignity of the army, to make 
known your grievances. If my conduct hereto· 
fore llas not evinced to you, tl1at I have l)een a 
faithful friend to the army, my declaration of it at 
this time would be equally unavailing and im· 
proper. But as I was among t.he first who em-
barked in the cause of our common country; as I. 
have never left your side one moment, but when 
called from you on public duty; as I have been 
the constant Icompanion and witness of your dis-.. 
tresses, and not amn.ng the last to feel and ac-
knowledge your merits; as I have ever consider
ed rny own military reputation as inseparab1y 
cOl1uected \vith that of the army; as my Ileart 11as 
ever expanded with joy when I have heard its 
praises, and my indignation has arisen when the 

· mouth of detraction has been opened against it,' 
it can scarcely be supposed, at this late stage of 
the war , that I am ~nditrerent to its interests. 
But how are they to be promoted? The way is 
p1ain, says the anonymous addresser. If war con~ 
tiulles, remove iIlto tlle tltlsettled COllntry; tllere es-. 
tab1 ish youI'selves, and leave an ullgloateful' coun
try to detend itself. But who are they to defend? 
Ollr wives, Otlr child reI}, our far-nlS, alld ottler 
p~·operty.. whieh we leave bchi:1d U~ ? Or, in this 

'I 
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(;HA'P. state of llostile separation; are we to take tIle t\VO IX. 
------ fil'st, (the latter cannot be removed,) to perish in ft-

1":,2 wilderness, with hunger, cold, and nakedness? If 
1783. peace takes p lace, never sheath your' swords, 

says he, until you have obtained full and ample 
justicc~ _ This drearlful alternative of either de-

I serting our country ill the extremest hour of her 
distress, or turning OUl· arms- against it,- wbicb is 
the apparent object, unless Congress caR be com
pelled into instant compli-ance, has something 'so 
shocking in it., that hu'manity revolts 'at the idea. 
My God! what can tbis writer have in view, by 
recommending such measures? Can he' be a friend 
to the army? Can h.e be a friend to this country? 
Rather is he not an insidious foe? some emissarv, ., 
perhaps, from New-York, plotting the ruin of 
. both, by sowing the seeds oj'di-sc6rd anti separa· 
. tion between the civil and military powers of the 
continent ~ And what a compliment does he pay 

. to our understandings, lvhen he recommends 
Dleasures, in either alternative; impracticable iu 
their nature? But here, gentlemen, I will drop 
the curtain, because it would ~ as imprudent in 
me to assign my reasons fer this opinion, as it 
'Would be insulting to your conception to suppose 
you stood in need of them. A Dloment's reflection 
win convince' e"ery dispassionate mind of the 
physical impossibilit,v of carrying either proposal 
into execution. There might, gentlemen, be an 
impropriety in my taking notice ill this addres~ 
to YOll, of an anonynlous production ;-bllt the 
lnallne!" ill which that pel'formance has been in
troduced to the army, the effect it was intended to 
have, together with some other CirCl1nlstance~~ 



w~i1t anlply justify 'my observations on t,he tendell" c'tt.'" 
cy -of that writing. With respect to the advice _. --........ 
given by the allthar, to suspect the man who 1~2 
sll~J recommelld moderate measures and longer 1783. 
forbearance, I spurn it, as eve,ry man who regards 
that liberty aDd reveres that justice .£«;>10 which we 
contend, undoubtedly mU$t.; for., if men are to be 
precluded from offering their seDtimen~s on a mat-
ter wbich may involve the most ser.ious and 
alarming .consequences that. can invit-e the ·consi .. 
deration of mankind. reason is of DO use to us. 
rrhe freedom of speech may be takeR away, and· 
dumb and silent \Ve may be led, like sbeep, to the 
slaughter. I canDot in justice to my own belief. 
and what I have greatreasoo to conceive is the 
intention of Congress, conclude this addreis, witla-
out giving it as my decided opinion, that tbat 
bonourable body entertain exalted sentiments of. 
tbe services oCtile a,:'my, and from a llill convic-
tion of its merit.s aud sldferings will do it complete .. 
justice: that thei.r· eRdea'lOUrS ta discover and es
tablish fllllds for tbis pb1"pose, bas b .. een unwearie~, 
alld will not cease till they have succeeded, I have 
not a doubt. But like all other large bodies, 
Avbere there is a varie.ty .of different interests to 
recotlcile, their determinations are slow. Why' 
then ~ho.uld M'e distrust them! and in conseqnence 
of that distrust, adopt measures which may cast a 
~hade over that glory which has been so justly 
acquired, and tarnish the reputation of an army 
which is celebratetl tlu-ough all Earope for its 
fortitude and patriotism? Aad, for wbat is this 
done? 1"0 bring the object we seek nearer? No; 
,most certainly, in my opinion, it will cast it at a 



CHAP, greater distance. FOl" myself, and I take no nle .. 
IX . 

....... __ rit in giving the assurance,- being induced to it 
1,,82 

& 
1785.' 

froln principles of gl'atitude, veracity, and justice; 
a g,'ateful sense of the confiden(:e you have ever 
place<.l inlne-a recollection of the cheerful assist-
ance, and prompt obedience I have experienced 
from you, under every vicissitude of fortune, and 
tile sincere afl'ectionI feel for an army I l1ave so .. 
long had the hono,:!r to command, will oblige me 
to dec1are ill thi~ public and solemn manner, that 
in the attainm'ent of complete justice for all your 
toils and d,angers, and in the gl'atification of every 
wish, so fa.r as may be done consistently with the 
great duty\ lowe my <;:ountl·y, and those powers 
we are boun&:to. respect, you may freely COln

mand my '~ervi<ies to the utmost extent 9.f--hty abi
lities. "V'~)ile J give you theseassafances, and 

,}, ,\ 

pledge mY$elf in the most unequivocal manner to 
exert whatever,ahility I am possessed of in your 
favour, let me 'entreat you, gentlemen} on your 
part, not to take any measure, which, viewed in 
tlle calm light of rea.son, will lessen the dignit), 
and sully the glory you have hitherto maintained. 
-Let me request you to rely on the plighted 
faith of your country, and place a full confidence 
in the purity of the intentions of Congress, that, 
previous to your dissolution as an army, they will 
cause all yOUl' accounts to be fairly liquidated, as 
directed in the resolutions which were pub1ished 
to you two days ago; and that they will adopt the 
1110st eflectllal measures in tllcir l)ower to rCllder 
~LUlple justice to you, for your faithful and merito
rious services. And let inc conjure you in the 
name of our common country, as YOll value your 



GEORGE \VASHINGTON. " 173 

own sam'ed honour, as you respect the rights of c'l:.F. 
humanity, and as you regard the military and _ ...... --..; 
national chara.cter of America, to express yonr ut- 1~2 
Inost llorror alld detestation of tl1e n1atl \V 110 1783. 

wishes, under any specious pretences, to overturn 
the liberties of onr country, and who wickedly 
attempts to open the flood-gates of civil discord, 
and deluge our rising empire in blood. ' 

" By thus determining and' t.h.us acting, you 
will pursue the plain and direct road to the at
tainment of )Tour \visl1es; YOll \vill defeat the in
sidious designs of our enelnies, who are compelle4 
to resort from open force to secret artifice. You 
will gi\Te one more distinguished proof of unex
ampled patl'iotism and patient virtue, rising supe
rior to the· pressllre of tlle most conlplicated suf
ferings; and you will, by the dignity of your con
duct, afford occasion for posterity to say, when 
speaking of the glorious example you have exhi
bited to mankind-" Had this day been wanting, 
the world had never seen the last stage of perfec
tion to which human 11ature is capable of' attain-
ing." , 

The address being ended, Washington with
drew. No, person wa.s hat'dy enough to oppose 
the advice he had given~. 1~he impression made 

" 

* " It was 11apllY for the allny and countl~y, that ,vllen his Ex
cellency llad finished and witlldra\vn, 110 one rose and observed.-. 

, Tllat GCllel'al Washington ,vas about to quit the military line 

laden ,vitll honour, and that hie had a considerable estate to sup
port llim with dignity, but tllat tlleir case \\'as very different.' 

I-Iad such ideas been thrown out, and properly enlarged upon, 
the meeting WOllld probably have concluded very differently." 
Gordon'8 Hi8to~!I, vol. 4. page 357. 
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CHAP. by his address was irresistible. 1'he happy UK,' 

.--I_X_, _ ment was seized. 'Vl1ile tIle Inillds of tIle ()fiicers, 
1782 

&. 
1183. 

softened by the eloquence of their beloved com,' ' 
mander, were in a yielding state, a resolution was 
()ffered and adopted, in which they assured hitn 
" that they reciprocated his affectionate expres
sions with the greatest sincerity of which the 
heart was capable." Before they dispersed, they 
unanimously adopted' several other resolutions, in 
which they dec1ared-" That no circumstance of 
distress or danger should induce a conduct that 
might tend to Stl Uy the repu~ation ,and glory they 
bad acquired at the price of their blood and eight 
years faithful serviee-That they continued to 
have an unshaken confidence in the justice of 
Congress and their country-That they viewed 
with abhorrence, and rejected with -disdain, the 
infamous proposition contained in a late anony
mous address to the officers of the army." 

The storrn wbich had been long gathering, was 
suddenly dissipated. The .army acquired addi
tional reputation, and the commander in chief 
gave a new proof of the goodness of his heart, and 
the soundness of his judgment. Perhaps in no In-
.stance did tIle United .States recei,re from )1ea\~ell 

a more signal deliverance throl1gh the hands of 
'Vashington, than in the happy terminatiQl1 of this 
serious transaction. If ambition had possessed a 
single corner of his 11eart, the opportunity was too 
favourable, the temptation too splendid, to have 
been resisted. But his soul was superior to such 
views, and his love of country so ardent, and at 
the .same time so pure, that the char,ms of power, 
though recommended by the imposing appearance 
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rUf.ldeno impression on his unshaken', mind. He _I_X_, __ 

Vil~Wed the, character of a patriot as,' superior to 
that of a sovereign. To be elevated to supreme 
power, was Jess in his esteeln than to be a good 
man. 

Instead ',6f turning the discontent's of an unpaid 
army to his own aggrandizement, ,he improved 
the'late eventelto stimulate Congress to do them 
justice. ij~~ lettei' to their President 011 thisoc~ 
(~asion \vas as follows: 

", SIR, 

" The result of the proceedings of the grand 
(~onvention of the officers, \Vllich I 11ave the h,onour 
of enclosing to your excellency for the inspection 
of Congress, will, I Hatter myself, ,be considered 
as the last glorious proof of patriotism which 
could have been given, by men who aspired to the 
distinction of a patriot army; and will not only' 
cO~..1fir ').1 ~~eir c1a.im to the justice, but will increase 
their title to the gratitude of their country.. Hav-
jng s\.,e11 the P' A?eedings on the pa~t of the army 
terminitte with pelfect unanimity, an.d in a man
ner entil'ely consonant to my wi~hes; being im .. 
pressed with the ii';elit:st sentiments of affection 
for those wbohavl~~ so long, so patiently, alld so 
cheerfully suffered and fought under my immedi
ate direction; having from nlotives of justice, 
duty, and gratitude, spontaneously offered myself 
as a.n ad\To,cate for their rights; and, having been 
requested to write to YOUl· excellency, earnestly 
entreating the 1110:;t speedy decision of Congress 
upon the subjects of the late address fronl the 

1782 
& 

178,1;. 



Tl-IE LIFE Ol~" 

CHAP. army to that hOllortrable body; it no\v on ly fe" 
IX. 

------- mains for me to perform the task I have assumed, 
all(! to intercede in tlleir bella,lf, as I 110\V do, tha* 
the sovereign power will be pleased to verify the 
predictions I have pronounced of, and the confi-
dence the army have reposed in, thejnstice oftheil' 
country. And here I humbly conceive it is alto
gether unnecessary, (while I am pleading the canse 
of an army w.hich have done and suffered more 
than' any other army ever did in the defence of 
the rights and liberties of human nature,) to expati
ate on their claims to the most ample cOlnpensa-
tion for their meritorious services, because they 
are known perfectly to the whole world, and be
cause, (although the topics are inexhanstible,) 
enough ~as already been said on the subject. To 
prove these assertions, ~o evince that my senti
nlents ha,,~e ever been llniforlIl, al1d to sl10w W 11 at 
my ideas of the rewards in question have always 
been, I appeal to the archives of Congress, and 
call on those sacrecl deposites to witness for Ule . 
. And in order that my observations and arguments 
in favour of a futul"e adequate provision fur the 
officers of the anny nlay be brought to remeUl" 
br'ance again, and considered in a single point of 
view, without gi\;ing 'Congt"ess the trouhlE: of 
having recourse to their files, I will beg leave to 
transmit herewith an extract from a represent:.
tion made by me to a committee of Congress, so 
long ago as the 29th of January, 177~, and also 
the transcript of a lettel' to the President of Lop" 
gress, dated near Pasaie Falls, October 1 hh, 
1780. 

"TIJat ill tIle critictll al1tl perilotls nlomcl1t 
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wIlen tIle last mentiolled communicatioll, \vas CHAP. 
trylde, there was the utmost danger a dissolution ....-I_X_. _ 

. of the army would have taken place, unless mea
sures similar to those recommended llad been 
adopted, will not admit a doubt. That the adop
tion of the resolution granting half pay for life 
has been attended with· all the happy conseq uen-
ces I had foretold, so far as respected the good of 
the service, let the· astonishing contrast between 
the state of the army at this instant, and at the 
former period, determine. And that the esta
blishment of funds, and security of the paynlent 
of all the just demands of the army, will be the 
most certain· means of preserving the national 
faith, and future tranquillity of this e~tensive con
tinent, is my decided opinion. 

" By the preceding re.nlarks it will readily be 
imagined, that instead of retracting and repre
hending, (from farther experience and reflection,) 
the mode of compensation so strenuously urged· 
in tl1e enclosures, I am more and more confirmed 
in the sentiment; and if in tIle wrong, suffer me to 
please Dlyself with the grateful delusion. . 

" For if, besides the simple paym'ent of their wa,. 
ges, a farther com pensation is not due to the suffer
ings and sacrifices of the officers, then have I been 
mistaken indeed. If the whole army have not me.· 
rited whatever a grateful people can bestow, then 
have I been beguiled by prejudice, and built opi
nion on the basis of error. If this country should 
not in the event perform every thing which has 
Le~r~ requested in the late memorial to Congress, 
th€:~ will my belief become vain, and the hope 
that lIas been excited, void 0'£ foundation.. And . 

1782 
at 

178~l. 



178 THE LIFE OF' 

CHAP. if, (as has been suggested for the purpose of ill" 

...... I-..X_. _ flaming their passions,) the officers of the army are 
1782 

& 
1783. 

to be the only sufferers by this revolution; "if re
tiring from the field they are to grow old in po
verty, wretchedness, and contempt-if they are to· 
wade through the vile mire of dependency, and 
owe the miserabJe remnant of that life to charity, 
which has hitherto been spent in honour;" then 
shall I have learned what ingratitude is.;; .. then 
sllall I llRve realized a tale \vhich will embitter 
every moment of my future life. 

"But I aln unde r no such apprehension~: a 
country rescued by their arms from impending 
ruin, "Willuever leave unpaid the debt of gratitude. 

" Should any intemperate or improper warmth 
have mingled itself amongst the foregoing, obser
fations, I must entreat your Excellency and Con .. 
gress, it may be attributed to the effusion of an 
honest zeal in the best of causes, and that my pe
culiar situation may be my apology: and I hope 
I need not on this moment.ous occasion make any 
new protestations of personal d isinterestedness~ 
having ever renounced for. nlyself the idea of pe .. 

. 'cuniary reward. The consciousness of having at
tempted faithfully to discharge my duty, and the 
approbation of my country, will be a sufficient re
compense for my services. 

" I llave the honour to be,. &c. &c. 
" Geo: W ASI-IINGTON. 

" His Excellenc!) tile President in Congress. " 

This energetic letter, connected with recen.t 
'events, induced Congress to decide on the claims 
of the army. These were liquidated, and the 
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amount· aCknowledged to be due from the United CHAP. 
States: IX. 

Soon. after these events, intelligence of a gene-' 1782 

ral peace was received. The reduction of the ar- 17~ 
my was therefore resol ved upon, but the mode of 
effecting it required deliberation. To avoid the 
inconveniences of dismissing a great number of 
soldiers in a bo.dy, furloughs were freely granted 
on the application of individuals, 'and after their 
dispersion, they were not enjoined to return. By 
this arrangement a critical moment was got over. 
A great part of an unpaid army was dispersed 
over the states without tumult or disorder. 

While the veterans serving under the immediate 
eye of their beloved commander in chief, manifest
ed the utmost good temper and conduct,a mutinous 
disposition broke out among some llew levies 
stationed at Lancaster J in Pennsylvania. About 
80 of this description marched in a body to Phila
delphia, where they were joined by some other 
troops, so as to amount in the whole to 300. 
They marcbed with fixed bayonets to the state 
bouse, in which Congress and the state execu-' 
tive council held their sessions. They placed .... 
guards at every door, a.nd threatened the presi-
dent and conn(:il-of the state with letting loose 
an enraged soldiery upon them, unless they . 
granted their demands in twenty minutes. . .As 
soon as this outrage was known to Washington, 
he detached Gen. Howe with a competent force 
to suppress the mutiny. This was effected with
out bloodslled before his arrival. The 'mutilleers 
\vere too inconsiderable to commit extensive mis-
chief; but their disgraceful conduct excited tIte 
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CHAP. greatest indignation in the breastol the cornman .. 
IX. 

___ der in chief, which was expressed in a letter to the 
1782 

& 
1783. 

president of Congress in the following words. 
" 'Vhile I suffer the most poignant distress in ob
serving that a handful of men, contemptible in 
numbers, and equally so in point of service, (if 
the veteran troops from the southward have not 
been seduced by their example,) and who are 
not worthy to be called soldiers, should disgrace 
themselves and their country a~ the Pennsylv,nia 
mutineers bave don-e, by insulting the sovereign 
authority of the United States, and that of their 
!Jwn, I feel an inexpressible satisfaction that even 
tllis behaviollr cannot stain the name of the 
_American soldiery. It cannot be imputable to, 
or reflect dishonour on, the army at large; but on 
the contrary, it wHI, by the striking contrast it exhi
bits, hold up to public view the other troops in 
the most advantageous poillt of light. Upon 
taking a11 the circumstances into consideration, I 
cannot sufficiently express my surprise a.nd in
dignation at the arrogance, the folly, and the 
,vickedness, of tile mlltineers; nor can I sufficient
ly admire the -fidelity, the bravery, and patriotism, 
which must for ever signalize the unsullied cha
racter of the other corps of ou~ army. For when 
we consider that these Pennsylvania levies who 
lla,·e no,v mutinied are recruits and soldiers of a 
day, who have not borne the heat and burden of 
the war, and who can have in reality very few 
bardships to complain of; and when we at the 
same time recollect tilat those soldiers who have 
lately been furloughed from this army, are the ve
terans who have patiently endured hunger, nak-
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edness, and cold; who have suffered and bled CHAP. 

without a murmur, and who, with perfect good IX._ 

order, have retired to ·their tlomes without a set- 1782 
&. 

dement of their accounts or a farthing of money 1783. 

in their pockets; we shall be as much astonil;hed 
at the vi~tues of the latter, as we are struck with 
detestation at the proceedings of the !brmer." 

While arrangements were making for th~ final 
dismission of the army, Gen. Washington was 
looking forward with anxiety to the future desti
nies of tile United States. Muell of his attention 
was devoted to a serious consideration of such es· 
tablishments as the independence of his country 
required. On these su~jects, he freely communi
cated with Congress, and recommended that great 
diligence should be used in forming a well regu
lated and disciplined militia during peace, as the 
best means for securing the future tranquillity 
and respectability of the nation. He also ad· 
dressed the following circular letter to the Gover-
Ilors of each of the States: 

,. HEAD-qUARTERS, Newburgh, J~e 18, 17&1. 

t:( SIR, 

" The object for which I had the honour to hold 
an appointment in the service of my country, be
ing accomplished, I am now preparing to resign 
it into the hands of Congress, and return to that 
domestic retirement, whicll, it is well known, I left 
with the greatest reluctance; a retirement for 
which I have never ceased to sigh through a long 
and painful absence, in which, (remote from the 
noise and tronble of the world,) I meditate to pass 
1 he )·emai nder of I ire, in a litate of undistu rbed re-
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CHAP. pose: but, before I cany this resolution into ef~ 
IX. 

_ ......... ' ~ feet, 1 think it a duty incumbent on me to make 
1782 

& 
1.783. 

this my last official communication, to congratu
late you on the glorious events which heaven has 
been pleased to produce in our favour; to offer my 
sentiments respecting some important subjects, 
which appear to me ·to be intimately connected 
with the tranquillity of the United States; to take 
my leave of your excellency as a public character; 
and to give my final blessing to that country, in . 
whose service I have spent the prime. of my life; 

, I 

for wllose sake I l1ave consumed so many anxiolls 
days and watchful' nights;, and wl-.n~e happiness, 
being extremely dear to me, will always consti-' 
tute no inconsidel'able part of my own . 

. " Impressed with the liveliest sensibility on this 
pleasl~g occasion, I will claim the indulgence of 
dilating the more copiously on the subject of our 
Dlutual felicitation. When we consider the mag
nitude of the prize we contended for, the doubt
fIll nature of the contest, and the favourable man
ner in wl1icll it has ter~inated; we sllall find tIle 
greatest possibJe reason for gratitude and r(~joic .. 
ing. This is a theme that will afford infinite de
l ight to every benevolent and liberal mind, whe
tIler tIle event in contemplation be considered as 
a source of present enjoyment, or the parent of 
future happiness; and we shall have equal occa
SiOll to felicitclte oursel,res on tl)e Jot whicll Provi-. 
dence 11ag assignecllls, \\'llcther we view it in a na
hun1, a politica1, or lnoral point of light. 

" The citizens of }\merica, placed in the most en ... 
viab1e condition, as the soie lords and proprietors 
of a vast trac~ of continent, comprehending all the 
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various. soils and clilllates of the world, alld CHAP. 
. • IX. 

abounding with all-the necessarIes and conveni- ____ _ 
enees of life~ are now, by the late satisfaMctory pa- 1.782 

& 
cification, acknowledged to be possessed of abso- 1783. 

lute freedom and. independency: they are from 
this period to be considered as the actors on a 
most conspicuous theatl'e, which seems to, be pe- .. 
culiarly designed by Providence for the display of 
human greatness and felicity. Here they are not 
only ·surrounded with every thing that can con
tl'ibute to the completion of private and domestic 
enjoyment; but heaven has crowned all its other 
blessings, by giving a surer opport~nity for poli-
tical happiness, than any other nation has ever 
been favoured with .. Nothing can illustrate these 
observations' more forcibly than a recollection of 
the happy conjuncture of times and circumstan-
ces, under which our republic assum€d its rank 
among the nation8.-The foundation of our em-
pire was not laid in a gloomy age of ignorance 
and superstition, but at an epocha when the rights. 
of mankind· were better understood and more 
clearly defined, than at any former period. Re
searches of the human mind after social happiness 
have beencarried to a great e~tel1t; the treasures 
of knowledge acquired by the labours of philoso
phers, sages, and legislators, through a long suc
cession of years, are laid open for us, and their 
collected wisdom may be happily appli~d in the 
establishment of our forms of government. The 
free cultivatiol1 of let'ters, tile un'bounded exten-
sion of conlmerce, the progressive refinement of 
·manners, the growing liberality of sentiment j 
and? above all, the pUl'e and benign light of re-
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CHAP. velation, have had a meliorating influence on 
IX . 

...-pa __ mankind, and increased the blessings of society. 
1782 

&, 

1783. 

At this auspicious period, the United States came 
illto existence as a nation; and if tlleir citizens 
should not be completely free and happy, the fault 
will be entirely their own. 

" Such is Ollr situation, and such are our pros
pe.cts. But notwithstanding the cup of blessi.ng is 
tlluS r,e~\ched out to us ; l'lotwith,standillg happilless 
is ours, if we have a ~isposition to seize the oc
casion, and make it OUt own; yet it appears to me 
there is ~n option still left to the United Statesof 
America, whether they will be respectable and 
prosperous, or contempti.ble and miserable as a 
nation. This is the time of their political.proba
tion: this is the moment when the eyes of the 
whole world are turned upon them: this js the 
time ,to establish or ruin tl1eir nati.onal character 
for ever: this is the fav ourable moment to give 
such a. tone to the fe(leral government, as will 
enable it to answer the ends of its institution; or, 
this may be the illfated moment for relaxing the . 
pow~rs of the union, annihilating the cement of 
the confederation, and exposing us to become the 
sport of European politics, which may play one 
state against another, to prevent their growing 
importallce, and to serve their own interested 

• 

p~rposes.· For, according to the system of policy 
the states "hall adopt at this moment, they will 
stand or fall; and, by their confirmation or lapse, 
it is yet to be decided,· whether the revolution 
must ultimately be considered as a blessing or a 

\ curse ;-a blessing or a curse, not to the present 
age alone, for with our fate will the destiny ofl1u" 
borll milliol1S be involved. 
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" With this conviction of the importance of the CHAP. 
, IX. 

present crisis, silence in me would be a crime; _--.. .... 
I will therefore speak to your excellency the lan
guage of freedom and sincerity, without disguise. 
I am aware, 110wever, tll0se who differ fronl me 
in political sentiments may, perhaps, remark, I 
am stepping out of· the proper line of my dUly; 
and they may possibly ascribe to arrogance or 
ostentatiotl, ,\,llat I know is alone tIle result of tIle 
purest ,intention. But the rectitude of my own 
heart, which disdains such unworthy motives; 
tbe part I have hitherto acted ill life; the deter
mination I have formed of not taking any share 
in pubHo business hereafter; the ardent desire I 
feel, and sl~all continue to manifest, of quietly en-
joying in private life, after all the toils of war, the 
benefits of a wise and liberal governlnent, will, I' 
flatter tnyself, sooner or later, convince my coun
trymen, that ,I could have no sinister views in de,. 
livering with so little reserve the opinions contain
ed in this address. 

" There are four things which I humbly con
ceive are essential to the well being, I may even 
venture to say to the existence, of the United 
States as an independent power. 

" I st. Arl indissoluble union of tlle states ullder 
one federal 11~dd. 

" 2dly. A sacred regard to public justice. 
" 3dly. The adoption of a proper peace estab

lisllment. Anti, 
" 4thly. l'he prevalence of that p~cific and 

friendly disposition among the people of the 
United States, which will induce them to forget 
their l~a] prejudices and policies; to lnake tho~e 

2 B 
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CHAP. mutual concessions which are -r.equisite to the 
_I_X_ ..... general prosperity; and, in some instances, to 

1782 
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sacrifice their individual advantages to the interest 
of the community. 

" These are the pillars on which the glorious 
fabric of' our indep.endency and national character 
must be supported. Liberty is the basis-and 
whoever would dare to sap the foundation, or 
overturn the structure, under whatever specious 
pretext he may a.ttempt it, wUl merit the bitterest 
execration, 'and t.he severest punishment, which 
can be inflicted by his injured country. 

" On tIle tl)l'ee first articles I will make a few ob
servations; leaving the last to the good sense and 
serious consideration of those immediately con~ 
cerlled. 

"Under the first qead, although it may not be 
necessary o,r proper for me in this place to enter 
into a particular disquisition of the principles of 
tIle llIlion, and to take up tIle great question 
'which has been frequently agitated, whether it be 
expedient and requisite for tbe states to delegate 
a larger proportion of power to Congress, or not; 
yet it will be a part of my duty, .and that of every 
true patriot, to assert, without reserve, and to in
sist upon the following positions :-That unless 
tIle states will suffer Congress to exercise those 
prerogatives they are undoubtedly invested with 
,by the constitution, every thing must very rapidly 
tend to anarchy and confusion: That it is indis~ 
pensable to the happiness of the individual states, 
that there should be lodged, somewhp,re, a su
preme power to regulate and govern the general 
concerns of the confederated. republic, withou t 
which the union cannot be of long duration: 
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That'there must be a faithful and pointed co~- c~:~~P. 
pliance on the part of every state with the late _._ ' •. 
proposals and demands of Congress, or the most 1i:82 

fatal consequences will ensue: That whatever 1~83. 
measures have a tendency to dissolve the un-
ion, or contribute to violate or lessen the, sove-

, reign authority, ought to be considered as hostile 
to the liberty and independency of America, and 
the authors of them treated accordingly. And, 
lastly, that unless we can be enabled by the con
currence of the states to partie ipate of th.e fruits 
of. the revolution, and enjoy the essential benefits 
of civil society, under a form of government so 
free and uncorrupted, so happily guarded against 
the danger of oppression, as has been devised and 
adopted by the articles of confederation, it will 
be a subject of regret, that so much blood and 
treasure have been lavished for no purpose; tllat 
f many sufferings have been encountel"ed without 
a 'compensation, and that so many sacrifices have 
been made in vain. ~lany other considerations 
might here be adduced to prove, that without an 
entire ~onformity to the spirit of the union, we 
cannot· exist as an independent power. It will 
be sufficient for my purpose to mention but one 
or two, which seem to me of the greatest impor
tance. It is only in our united character, as an 
empire, that our independence is al!knowledged, 
that our power can be regarded, or our credit sup
ported among foreign nations. The treaties of the 
I~uropean powers with the United States of Ame
rica, will have no validity on a dissolution of the 
union. 'V e shall be left nearly in a state of na
ture; or we may find, by our own u\lhappyexpe-
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CHAP. rience, that tl1ere is a natural and necessary pro

IX' t 

-- gres~ion fronl tIle extreme of anarchy to the ex-
1782 

& 
1783. 

.. 
trernf' of tyranny; and that arbitrary power is 
most easily e~tablished on the rUIns of liberty 
abl1sed to licelltiousness. 

" As to the second articl~ w-hica respects the 
performance of public justice, Congress have, in 
tlleir late address to the United States, alnlost ex
hau~ted the subject; they have explained their 
idea.s so fully, and have enforced the obligations 
the states are under to render complete justice to 
all the public creditors, with so much dignity and 
energy, t.hat, in my opin~on, no real friend to the 
honour and independency of Amp-rica can hesi
tate a single moment respecting the propriety of 
complying with thejust and honourable measures 
proposed. If their arguments do not produce 
conviction, I know of nothing that will have 
greater influence, especial1y when we reflect that 
the system referred to, being the result of the col
lected wisdom of the continent, must be esteem
ed, if not perfect, certainly the least objectionable 
of' any tllat cO'uld b!:' devised; alld that, if it should 
not be ca,rried into ilnmediate execution, a lla
tional bankruptcy, with all its deplorable conse
quences, will take place before any different plan 
can possibly be proposed or adopted; so pressing 
are the present circumstances, and such IS the al
ternative now offered to the states. 

" ''[he ability of the country to discbarge the 
debts Wllicll havt~ been incurred in its defence, is 
not to be doubted; and inclination, I flatter nlY
self, will not be wanting. 'fhe path of our du
ty is plain before us i honesty will be found, on 

. . 
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every experiment, to be t.he best and only t.ue 
policy. Let us then, as a nation, be just; let us 
fulfil the public contracts which Congress had un
doubtedlya right to make for the purpose of car
rying 011 the war, with the same good faith we 
suppose ourselves bound to perform our private 
engagements. In the mean time, let an attention 
t.o the cheerful performance of their proper busi
ness, as individuals, and as members of society, 
be earnestly inculcated on the citizens of Ameri-
ca; then will they strengthen the bands of go-
vernment, and be happy under its protection. 
Everyone will reap the fruit of his labours: every 
one will enjoy his own acquisitions, without mo
lestation and without danger. 

" In this state of absolute freedom and perfect 
security, who will grudge to yield a very little of 
his property to support the common interests of 
society, and ensure the protection of government? 
Who does not remember the frequent declarations 
at the commencement of tIle war;~ That we should 
be completely satisfied, if, at the expense of one 
half, we could defend the remainder of our posses
sions? '\There is the man to be found, ·who wisll
es to remain in debt, for the defence of his cwn per ... 
son and property, to the exertions, the bravery, 
and the blood of others, without making one gene
l'OUS effort to pay the debt of honour and ofgrati .. 
tude? III what part of the continent shall we find 
any man, or body of men, who would not blush 
to stand up and propose measures purposely cal-
culat.ed to rob the soldier of his stipend, and the 
public creditor of his due? And were it possible 
that such a flagrant instance of injustice could 
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cV:.f.P ' ever happen, would it not excite the general in .. 
___ dignation, and tend to bring down upon the au-

1782 
& 

1783. 

thors of such measures the aggravated vengeance 
of heaven? If, after all, a spirit of disunion, or a 
temper of obstinacy and perverseness should ma-
nifest itself in any of the states; if such an ungra
cious disposition should attempt to frustrate aU 
the happy effects that might be expected to flow 
from tlle union; if there Sllould be a refusal to 
comply with requisitions for funds to discharge 
the annual interest of the pu bl ic debts; and if that 
refusal should revive all those jealousies, and pro· 
dl~ce all those evils, which are now happily re
moved, Congress, \vho have in all their transac
tions shown a great degree' of magnanimity and 
justice, will stand justified in the sight of God 
and man! and that state alone, which puts itself 
in opposition to the aggregate wisdom of the con
tinent, and foHows such mistaken and perIJ".cious 
cOllnci)s, will be responsible for all the conse-
quences. 

H For my o\\'n part, conscious of having acted 
while a servant of the public, in the manner I 
conceived best suited to promote the real inter
ests of my country; having in consequence of 
my fixed belief, in some measure pledged myself 
to the army, that their country would finally do 
them complete and ample justice; and not wish
ing to conceal any instance of my official con .. 
duct from the eyes of the world, I have thought 
proper to transmit to your excellency the enc1os
ed collection of papers, relative to the half-pay 
and 'commutation granted by Congress, to the of
ficers of the army. From these communications 
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my decided sentiment will be clearly compre- CHAP. 

hend·ed;· together with the conclusive reasons I IX. 

which induced me, at an early period, to recom- 1782 
& 

mend the adoption of this measure in the most 1783-. 

earnest and serious manner. As the proceedings 
of Congress, the al'my, and myself, are open to 
all, and contain, in my opinion, sufficient inform;. 
ation to remove the prej udices and errors which 
may have been entertained by any, I think it un
necessary to say any thing more than just to ob
serve, that the resolutions of Congress, now al
luded to, arc as undoubtedly and absolutely bind-
ing upon the United States, as the most solemo. 
acts of confederation or legislation. 

" As to the idea Wllich, I am informed, has in 
some instances prevailed, that the half-pay and 
commutation are to be regard·ed merely in the 
odious light of a pension, it ought to be exploded 
for ever: that provision should be viewed, as it 
really was, a reasonable compensation offered by 
Congress, at a time when they had nothing e.1se 
to give to officers of the army, for services lben 
to be performed. It was the only means to pre ... 
vent a total derel iction of the service. It was a 
part of their hire; I may be allowed to say, it· 
was the price of thtir blood, and of your indepen
dency. It is therefore more than a common debt; 
it is a debt of llonour; it can never be considered 
as a pension, or gratuity, nor cancelled until it ii' 
fairly discharged. 

" With regard to the distinction between offi
cer~ ancl soldiers, it is sufficient t)lat tile Ulliform 
experience of every nation of the world combined 
with our own, proves the utility and propriety of 
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CHAP. the discrimination. Rewards in proportion to IX. 
____ ., the aid the public draws from them, are unques· 

1782 tionably due to all its servants. In .some lines, 
& 

1783., the soldiers have perhaps, generally, had as am-
ple compensation for their services, by the large. 
bounties which have been paid them, as their of
ficers will receive in the proposed commutation; 
i.n others, if, b,esides tIle donation of land, the 
payment of arrearages of cloathing and wages, (in 
which articles all the component parts of the ar
my must be put upon the same footing,) we take 
into the estimate the bounties many of the sol
diers have received, and the gratuity of one year's 
full pay, which is promised to all, possibly their 
situation, (every circumstance being duly consi
dered,) will not be deemed less 'eligible than that 
of the ,officers. Should a farther reward, hO\\T

ever, be judged equitable, I will venture to'assert, 
no man w,ill enjoy greater satisfaction than myself, 
in an ... exemption from taxes for a limited time, .. 
(which has been petitioned for in some instances,) 
or any other adequate immunity or compensation 
granted to the brave defenders of their country's 
cause. But neither the adoptivn or rejection of 
this proposition will, in any manner, affect, IDuch 
less nlilitate against, the act of Congress, by 
which they have offered. five years full pay, in lieu 
of the balf-pay for life, which had been before 
promised to the officers of the army. 

" Before I conclude the subject on public jus
tice, I cannot omit to mention the obligations this 
country is under to that meritorious class of ve
terans, the non-commissioned officers and pri
vates, who have been discharged for inability, in 
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consequence of the resolution of Congress, of the cIf.::P. 
23d of April, 1782, on an annual pension for ----
life. Their peculiar sufferings, their singular me- 17~2 
rits and claims to that provision, need only to be 11"83. 

known, to interest the feelings of humanity in 
their behalf. Nothing but a punctual payment of 
tlleir al1nual allo"'ance, can rescue tllem from tile 
most complicated miser-y; and nothing could, he 
a more melancholy and distressing sight, than to 
behold those wtlo llave shed tlleir blood, or lost 
their limbs in the service of their countr~.r, without 
a slleltcr·, witllOllt a frielld, al1d witllout tile meallS 
of obtaining any of the comforts or necessaries of 
life, compelled to beg their bread daily from door 
to door. Suffer me to recommend those of tllis . . 

descriptIon, belonging to your state, to the warm .. 
est pat~'onage of youl' excellency and your legis
lature. 

" It is necessary to say but a few words on the 
third topic which was proposed, and which re
gards particularly the defence of the l'epublic

, , as there can be little doubt but Congress will re-
, commend a proper peace e~tablishment for the 

United States, in whicll a due attention ,viII be 
paid to the itnportance of placing the militia of 
the pnion upon a regular and respectable foot ... 
109. If this should be the case, I should beg 
leave'to urge the great advantage of it in the 
strongest ternlS. 

" The militia of this cOl1ntry must be consider
ed as the palladium of our security; and the first 
efiectual resort in case of hostility. It is essen
tial, therefore, that the sanle system should per
vade the whole; tbat the formation and di~cipline 

~~ 
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CH1\P. of tIle 111ilitia of Llle contl11ent SllOllld be absolute
IX. 

___ . ly un iform; and that the same species of arms, 
1782 accoutrements, and military apparatus, should be 

& 
1783. introduced in every part of the United States. No 

one, who has not learned it from experience, can 
conceive the difficulty, expense, and confusion, 
which result from a contrary system, or the vague 
arrangenlents which have hitherto prevailed. 

" If, in treating of political points, a gl'eatel' 
latitude tllan usual has beell takel1 in ti)e course 
of the address; the importance of the crisis, and 
the magnitude of the objects in discussion, must 
be my apology. It is, however, neither my wish 
nor expectation, that the preceding observations 
should claim any regard, except so far as they 
shall appear to be dictated by a good intention, 
consonant to the immutable rules of justice; cal
culated to produce a liberal system of policy, and 
founded on whatever experience may have been 
acquired, by a long and close attention to public 
business. I-Iere I might speak with more confi- , 
dence, from my actual observations; and i~ it ... 
would not swell this letter, (already too prolix,) be
yond the bounds I had prescribed myself, I could 
demonstrate to every mind, open to conviction, 
that in less time, and with much less expense than 
has been incurred, the W8.r might have been 
brought· to tIle sarrle 11appy conclusioll, if the re
sources of the continent could have been proper ... 
1y callea forth; that the distresses and disappoint
ments \\tllicll llave very of tell occllrred, llave, in. 
too lnan v illstallces, resulted Inore f·ronl a \Vallt ()f 

ttl 

energy in the continental government, than a de-
ficiency of Uleans in the particular states; that 
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the inefficacy of the measures, arising fl'OlU the CHAP .. 
IX. 

want 'of an adequate authority in the supreme ._-......... 
power, from a partial compliance with the requi- 1t82 

51tion8 of Congress, in some of the states, and 1783. 

from a failure of punctuality in others, ,vhile they 
tended to damp t.he zeal of those who were nlore 
willing to exert themseJves, served al:-l!) to accumu-
late tIle expenses of tIle war, al1d to frustrate tile 
best concerted plaus; and that the discourage-
ment occasioned by the complicated difficulties 
and embarrassments, in which our affairs were by 
this means involved, would have long ago produc-
ed the dissolut ion of any army, less patient, Jess 
virtuous, and less persevering, than that which I 
11ave llad tIle hOll0ur to comnland. Bllt wllile I 
1nelltion tllose thillgS whicll are n,otorious facts, 
as the defects of Ollr federal constitution, particu-
larly in the pl'osecution of a wat', I beg it may be 
understood, that as I have ever taken a pleasure 
in gratefully acknowledging the assistance and 
support I have derived from every class of citi-
zens; so shall I always be happy to do justice to 
tIle unparalleled exertions of tIle indi,,~idual states, 
on many interesting occasions. 

" I ,have thus freely disclosed what I wished to 
lllake known, before I surrendered up my public 
trust to tllos·e Wll0 comtftitted it to me. Tile task 
is now accomplished; I now bid adieu to your 
excellency, as the chief magistrate of YOlli' state; 
~lt tIle saIne time, I bid a last far(~"vel1 to tl'le (!ares 
of office, and all the employments of pub1ic life. 

" It remains, then, to be my final and only re
quest, that your excellency will communicate 
these sentiments to YOU!' legislature, at their next 
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CHAP. meeting; and that they may be considered as the IX. 
----- legacy of one who has ardently wished, on all 

1782 
& 

1783. 

occasions, to be useful to his country, and who, 
evell in tlle s11ade of' I'etlrenlent, "rill not tall to 
implore the divine benediction upon it. 

" I now make it my e~rnest prayer, that God 
woul(f have you, and the state over which you 
preside, in his holy protection; that he would in
cline the hearts of the citizens to cultivate a spi
l'it ofsubordination and obedience to government; 
to entertain a brotherly affection and love for one 
anotllcr; for tileir fello\\t-citizens of the United 
States at large~ and particularly for their brethren 
who have served in the field; and, finally, that 
be would most graciously be pleased to dispose 
us all to do justice, to love mercy, and to demean 
eurselves with that charity, humility, and pacific 
temper of the mind, which were the characteris
tics of the divine author of -nur blessed religion; 
without. an humble imitation of whose example, 
in these things, we can never hope to be a bappy 
nation. 

" I 11ave the llonour to be, 
" with much esteem and respect, 

" Sir, 
" your excellency's most obedient, 

" alld most humble servant, 

" Geo: 'VASHINGTON." 

Tile second of November was fixed for dis .. 
charging that part of the army which was en
gaged to serve during the war. On that day, 
Gen. Washingt.on issued his farewell orders to 
tIle armies of' the United States in tile most f!'n .. 
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. ,dearing Janguage.. Aft.er giving them his advice 
· respect.ing their future conduct, and imploring 
the choicest of lleaven's blessin,gs in tlleir favour, 
he ba.de thenl an affectionate fa,"ewell*. 

On tile 25th of tile same mOIlth, the British 
evacuated New.York, and Gen. Washington made 
his public entry into it, where he was received 
with every mark of respect and attention. 

The hour· now approached in which it became 
ne,cessary for the American chief to take leave of 
his officers ""ho 11ad been etldeared to him by a 
long series of common sutIerings and dangers4 
This was done ill a soiell1D manlIer. The ()tlicers', 
having previously assembled for the purpose, 
Gen. Washington joined them, and calling for a 
glass of wine, thus adu.'essed them: "With an 
heart full of love and gratitude, I now take leave 
of you. I most devoutly wish that your latter 
days may be as prosperous and happy as your 
former ones have been glorious and honourable." 
Having drank Ile added-" I canl10t come to 
each of you, to take my leave, but shall be obliged 
to you, if each of you will come and take me by 
th~.hand." Gen. Knox be~ng next, turned to 
him. Incapable of utterance, Washington grasp
ed llis hand anti embraced hirn. l~he officers 
came up successively, and he took an affectionate 
leave of eaell of tllenl. Not a word \\'as articula
ted on either side. A majestic silence prevailed. 
The tear of sensibility glistened in every eye. 
The tenderness of the scene exceeded all descrip-
·tion. Wilen tile last of tile officers Ilad takell 11is 

.• For this Address, see .. \ppendix . 
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CHAP. leave, Washington left the roonl and passed 
IX. 

_--- through the corps of light :infalltry, to the place 
1782 of embarkation. The officers followed ill a solelnll 

&. 
1783. mute procession, with dejected countenances. 

On his entering the barge to cross the North river, 
he turned towards the companions of his glory,. 
and by waving his hat, bid them a silent adieu . 

. Some of them answered this last signal of respect 
and affection with tears; and all of them llullg 
upon the barge which conveyed him from their 
sight, till they could no longer distingllish in it 
tile person of tlleir beloved commander in cllief. 

The army being disbanded, 'Vashington pro
ceeded to Annapolis., then the seat of Congress, to 
resign his commission. On his way thither, he, 
of his own accord, delivered to the comptroller of 
accounts in Philadelphia, an account of the ex-

\. 

penditure of all the public money he had e\'er 
received. This was in his own hand writing, and 
every entry was made in a very particular man
ner. \r ouchers were produced fOI' e,·e.·y item 
except for secret intelligence and service, which 
amounted to no more than 1,982l lOs sterling. 
The whole which in the c.ourse of eight years of 
war, had passed through his hands, alnounted 
only to 14,479l 18s 9d sterling. Nothing was 
charged or retained for personal services; and HC-

tual disbursements had been manage(l ,,'itll SlICI! 

economy and fidelity, that they were all co,"cred 
by the above nloderate sum. 

After aecounting for all his expenditures ofpub
lie money, (secret service money for obviolls rca
SOllS excepted,) with all the exactness which esta
blished forms required from the inferior officer .... 
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of his army, he hastened to resign into the hands CHAP. 
IX. 

of the fathers of his country, the powers with --
which they had invested him. This wa.s done in 
a public audience. Congress received him as 
the founder and guardian of the republic. While 
he appeared before them, they silently retraced 
tbe scenes of danger and distress through which 
they had passed together. They recal1ed to mind 
the blessings of freedom and peace pUl'chased by ,... 
bis arm. They gazed with wonder on their fel .. 
low-citizen who appeared more great and worthy 
of esteem in resigning his power, than he had 

, done in gloriously using it. Every heart. was big 
with emotion. Tears of admiration and grati
tude burst from every eye. The general sympa
thy was felt by the resigning hero, and wet his 
t~heek with a manly tear. After. a decent pause, 
lie addressed Tllonlas ~{ifHjn, tIle 'President of 
Congress, ill the following words: 

" 1\'Ir. PRESIDENT, 

c. The great events on which my resignation 
depended, having' at length taken place, I have 
now the honour of offering my sincere congratula-
.tions to Congress, and of presenting myself be
fOJ'e tllem to surrender into tlleir halld~ tile trust 
committed to Ine, and to clairn the iRdulgence of 
retiring from the service of my country. 

" }Iappy in the confirmation of our indepen
dence and sovereignty, and pleased with the op
portunity afforded -the l:llited States of becoming 
a respectable nation, I resign with satisfaction the 
appointanent I accepted. 'with diffidence; a diffi
dence in my abiHtie:;s:to accolnplish so ar<iuous a 

j \ ' 
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CHAP. ta.sk, which, however~ was superseded by a con,.. 
--..-.I_X_. _ fidence in the rectit.ude of our cause, the support 

1782 
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1783. 

of the supreme power of the union, and the pa
tronage of Heaven. 

" l~lle su(~cessful termitlation of tIle war 113,g ve-
rified the most sanguine expectations; and my 
gratitude for the interposition of Providence, and 
the assistance I have received froln my country
men, increases with every review of the monlen
tous contest. 

" 'Vbile I repeat my obligations to the army 
in general, I should do injustice to my own feel·· 
ings, not to acknowledge in thisplace,tbe peculia." 
services and distinguished merits of tbepersons 
who have been attached to my person duriug the 
war. It was impossible the choice of confidelltial 
officers to compose my family should have been 
more fortunate. Permit me, Sir, to recoDlmend 
in particular, those who have continued in the 
service to the present moment, as worthy of the 
favourable notice and patronage of COllgress. 

"I cOllsi~er it as an indispensable duty to 
close this last solemn act of my official life, by 
commending the interests of our dearest country 
to the protection of Almighty God, and those 
who have the superintendence ofthenl to bis holy 
keeping. . 

" 11aving now finished the work assigned me:, 
I retire froID tbe great theatre of action; and, bid
ding an affectionate farewell to this august body, 
under whose orders I have long actf'd, I here offer 
my commission, and take lny lea\'e of all the em
ployments of public life * ." 

• The commission now retumed to Congress, had been re-
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This address being ended, Gen. ",. ashington CHAP. 
IX. 

advanced and delivered Ills commission illto tIle .-__ 
hands of the President ( Congres8, who replied 
as follo\vs: 

ceived from them sllortly after tIle COll1fllellcement of hostilities .. 

It ,vas accompanied \vith an llnanimous resolution of the dele .. 
gates of the United Colonies-" Tllat tllev ,vQuld maitltain, as# 

~ist, and adhere to George \Vashington, · with their lives and 
fortunes, in the cause of American libelty." The comlnission~ 

dralvn by a special committee, was in thefollo\ving \vords : 

" The delegates of the United Colonies of Ne'v.Hampsl1il~et 
~lassachusetts'Bay, Rhode-Island, Connecticut, New-York, N c,\·

Jersey, Pennsylvania, the COllnties of New-Castle, Kent, and 

Sussex, on Delaware ; MaryJalld, Virgillia, North-Carolina, ancl 

South-Carolina, 

" To George1fJzshingto", Esq. 

"We, reposing 'special trust alldconfidel)CC in yourpatl;otisnl. 
~¥alour, conduct, and fidelity, do by these presents constitute anti 

appoint you to be General, and, Commander in Chief of tile anny' 

or the United Colonies, and of all the forees now raised or to br 
J 

raised by them, and of all others who shall voluntarily offer their 

service and join the said army, for, the defence of American Ii· 

berty, and for repelling everybostiJe invasion tllereofj and yO\l 

are hereby vested with full power and authority, to act as YOll 

shall think for the good and welfare of the service. 

- "And we do hereby strictly charge and require all offiCC1~S 

and soldiers under YOU1' command, to be obedient to YOtlr or(\ers, 

and diligent in the exerci se of their sevcI'-l dtlties. 

" And we do also enjoin and require )toU to be careful in cxcr .. 
cising the great trust reposed in }~Ol.1, by causing strict discipline 

and ol'der to be observed in the nnny, and tll:lt the soldiers be 

duly exercised and provided \vitll all convellient necessaries. 

" And }YOll are to l'cglllate your conduct in every respect b)" tIle 

rules and discipline of \var , (as here\vith given you,) and PUl1ctU

ally to observe ane) fo))o,v such orders 1111d directions froln time 

2D 
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CHAP. " The United States in Congress assembled, re~ 
IX, , · 1 ' LI" I' __ _ _ celve WIt 1 emotlons too allectlng lor utterallce, 
1782 tIle solemIl resigl1ation of the alltlloritiesllndel· 

& 
1783. which you have led their troops with SllCCeSS., 

through a perilous and dou btful war. 

to time, as you shall receive from tllis, or a future Congress of 
these United' Colonies, or committee of Congress. 

" Tllis commission to continue in force, until revoked by tllis,. 
or a futllre Congress. 

(Signed) \ , . '" PEYTON RANDOLPH, President. 
(Attt"t) " CHARLES' "fHOMSON, Secretary. 

"Jull.e 17th, 1775:' 
At the time this commission ,vas accepted, the United Colo .. 

lli~s had no assurance of foreign assistance, and were without es
tablishecl government, arms, tnag'lzines, forts, money, trade, na
vy, c1tsciplined troops, or experienced officers. 

At the same titrle they\vere (lenounced by their sovereign as 

in a state of rebellion, \Vashington, by accepting the command 
of their armies, not only subjected one of tIle largest estates i~ 
America to cOllfiscation, but llis life to execution. The diffidence 
he avowed on the occasion, was not tIle commOll cant of success

ful candidates for prolnotion, nor did it arise from apprehensions 
of personal danger; hut was the Qt1spring of excessive modesty. 

l'llough willing to risk every thing on the contest, he really dis
trusted his ability to contend in regular war, with the experienced 
Generals of Britain. The doubts and fears ,vbich for some time 
kept hiln in suspense, at length yielded to a conviction ·of duty, 
alld the earnest invitation of fl~iends, who appreciated his talents 
Inore correctly than he did himself. On the event of his declin
ing the l1igh cOlnmission, (as ,vas for soine time expected,) it was 
11rivately resolved to confer it on Gen. Ward, of Massachllsetts. 
\Vhat would have beell the issue, of the Dlilitary opposition of 
A111erica cOndtlctcd by that much esteelned officer, no one can 
tell; but \vitll0Ut invidious comparison, it may be safely affirmed, 
tl1at it coulcl 110t lla ve been more stlccessftll tl1an uncler the nusl1i ... 

'ces of \Vas]lilltjton. 
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H Called upon by your country to defend its CHAP. 

I d 
IX. 

invaded rig lts, you accepte the sacred charge .... ----
before it had formed alliances, alld whilst it was 1782 

8t. 
witllout friends or a goverllmellt to support you. 178,1. 

" You have conducted the great military con
test with wisdom and fortitude, invariably re
garding t.he rights of the civil power through all 
disasters and changes. You have by the love and 
confidence of your fellow-citizens, enabled them 
to display theil' martial genius, and transmit their 
fame to posterity: you ha\Te persevered till these 
United States, aided by a magnanimous king and 
nation, have been enabled under a just Provi
dence, to close the war in safety j freedom, and in
dependence; on which happy event we sincerely 
join 'you in congratulations. 

" Having defended the standard of liberty ill 
this new wo:rld; having taught a lesson useful to 
tllose who illflict, and to those WllO feel oppres
sion, you retire from the great theatre ofactiol1 
with the blessings of· your fellow-citizens; but 
the glory of your virtues will not terminate with 
your military command, it w~ll continue to ani
mate remotest ages. We feel with you our obli
gations to the army in general, and will particu
larly charge ourselves with the interest of those 
confidential officers who have attended your per
son to this affecting moment. 

" 'V e join you in commending the interests of' 
our dearest country to the protection of Almighty 
God, beseechfng him to dispose the hearts and 
minds of its citizens to improve the opportunity 

.. afforded them of beconling a happy and respect9.
hIe nation; and for you, we address to Him our 
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CHAP. earnest prayers, that a life so beloved, may be 
_I_X_, _ fostered with all his care ; that your days may be 

1782 
& 

1783. 

happy as they have been illustrious, and that he 
win~fina1iy give you that reward which this world 
canllot give." 

Themi1itary services of Gen.'Vashington, which 
ended with this interesting day, were as great as 

. ever were rendered by any man to any nation. 
They were at the saine time disinterested. How 
dear would not a mercenary man have sold such 
toils, such dangers, and above all, such successes? 
'Vhat schemes of grandeur and of power would 
not an ambitious man have built upon the affec- · 
tions of the people and of the army? The grati
tude of America was so lively, that any thin·g ask
ed by her resigning chief, would have been readi
ly granted. He asked nothing for himself, his fa
mi1y, or relations; but indirectly solicited favours 
for the confidelltial officers who were attached to 
his person. These were young gentlemen with
out fortune, who had served him in the capacity 
of Aids de Camp. To have omitted the op
portunity which then offered, of recommending 
them to their country's notice, would have argued 
a degree of insensihility in the breast of their 
friend. The only privilege distinguishing' him 
from other private citizens, which the retirin g 
Washingtoll did or would receive from his grate
ful country, was a right of sending and receiving 
letters free of postage. 

The American chief, having by his own volun
tary act, become one of the people, hastened with 
ineflable delight to his seat at Mount Vernon, on 
tIle ballks of tIle Potownlac. .1'llere, ill a short 
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time, t.he most successful General in the world, 
. became the most diligent farmer in Virginia. 

To pass suddenly from the toils of the first com .. 
nlission ill tIle United States to the care of a farm 
---to exchange tIle instrume~ts of war, for the 
implements of husbandry, and to become at once 
the patron and example of ingenious agriculture, 
would to most men have been a difficult task. 
But to the elevated Inind of Washington, it was 
natural and delightful. From his example, let 
the com'manders of armies learn, that the fame 
which is acquired by. the sword, without guilt or 
ambition) may be preserved without power or 
splendour in private life. 

CHAP. 
IX . 

1782 
& 

1783. 

.. 
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Gene,~al lJt1'"aslli1lgto1z, 01l ~'eti7~i11g· fi'om public life, 
devotes himself to agricultural pursuits. Favours 
inland navigation. Declines qlTered emoluments 
from it. U7'ges an alteration qf tlte fundamental 
Tl~les qf ihe socie(y of the Cincinnati. Regrets th.e 
defects of the Federal system, and recommends a 
revisal of it. Is appointed a melnber of the COllti .. 

·nenlal convention for tllat purpose, which, after 
hesitation, he accepts. Is chosen President there
qf. Is soliL~ited to aCL'ept tlte Presidellt,!} 0/ tIle 
United States. TYrites sundry letters expressive 
of the c01if1,ict in "is mind, betwee1l duty and incli
nation. Ansu'ers applicants for offices. His t'e
luctance to enter on pllblic life • 

••• 

THE sensations of Washington OLl retiring from 
_ ..... , -- public business are thus expressed :-" I feel as a 

1783 
to 

1789. 

wearied traveller must do, \VilO, after treading 
many a painful step with a heavy burden on his 
shoulders, is eased of the latter, having reached 
the ha\'el1 to \Vl1ich all tile former were directed, 
and from his house top is looking back and trac
ing with an eager eye, the meanders by which 
he escaped the quicksands and mires which lay in 
his way, and into which none but the AU Power
ful Guide and Dispenser of human events, coul-i 
11ave prevente(l 11is falli11g. 
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" I have become a private citizen on the banks 
of the Potowmac, and, under the shadow of my 
own vine and my own fig-tree, free from the bus
tle of a camp, and the busy scenes of public life, 
I am solacing myself with those tranquil enjoy
nlents of which the soldier, who is ever in pursuit 
of fanle-the statesman, whose watchful days and 
sleepless nights are spent in devising schemes 
to promote the welfare of his own, perhaps the 
ruin of other countries, as if this globe was in
sufficient for us all-and the courtier, who is 
always watching the countenance of his prince, in 
the hope of catching a gracious smile, can have 
very little conception. I have not only retired 
from all public employments, but am retiring 
within myself, and shall be able to view the soli
tary walk, and t.'ead the paths of private life with 
heartfelt satisfaction. Envious of none, I am de
termined to be pleased with all; and this, my dear 
friend, being the order of my march, I win move 
gently down the stream of life, until· I sleep with 
my fathers." 

Agriculture, which had always been the favour
ite employnlent. of Washington, was now resumed 
with increasing delight. The energies of his ac
tive mind \\'ere devoted to tllis first and most use
ful art. No improvements in the construction of 
farming utensils, no valuable experiments in hus
bandry, escaped his attention. He saw with re
gret, the miserable system of cultivation which 
prevailed too generally in his native country, and 
wislled to introduce a better. "'ith this vie\v, lIe 
engaged in a correspondence with some of the 
distinguished agriculturists in Great-Britain, pal"· 
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CHAP. 
IX. ticularly the celebrated Arthur Y oUllg. He 

------ traced the different states of agriculture in the two 
1783 

to 
1789. 

countries, in a great degree to the following obvi
ous principles. In Great-Bl'itain, land was dear, 
and labour cheap. In America the reverse took 
place to such a degree, that manuring, land was 
comparatively neglected, on the mistaken, short
sighted idea, that it was cheaper to clear and cul
tivate new fields, than to improve and I'epair such 
as were old.~ To tllis radical error, which led to 
idleness and a vagabond dispersed population, he 
opposed the whole weight of his influence. His 
example and recommendations tended to revolu
tionize the agriculture of his country, as his va
lour had revolutionized its government. 
T~e extension of inland navigation occupied 

much of Washingtou's attention, at this period of 
exemption from public cares. Soon after peace 
was proclaimed, he made a tour as fa I' west as 
Pittsburgh, and also traversed the westclon parts of 
New-England and New-YOl'k, and exalnined for 
himself the difficulties of bringing the trade of 
the wcst to different points 011 the Atlantic. })08-

sessed of au accurate knowledge of the subj«:ct, 
be corresponded with the governors of dilTerent 
states, and other intluelltial cllaracters. To thenl 
he suggested the propriety of making by public 
authority, an appoilltment of comm issioners of in
tegrity and ability, whose duty it should be, after 
accurate examillation, to ascertain the l1earest 
and best portages between such of the eastern 
an<l western rivers as 11caded near to each ()tller~ 
though they ran in opposite Qirections; and aho 
to trace tIle rivers west of tIle Ollio, to thei " 
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sources and mouths, as they l'especthrely em ptied CHAP. 

eitller illto the Ollio, OJ' tile lakes of Callada, anti __ x. ___ 
to make an accurate map of the whole, with ob
servations on the impediments to be overcome, 
and the advantages to be acquired on the comple-
tiOl1 of tIle ,\'-ork. • 

l'he views of 'Vashington in ad\'ocating the 
extension of inland navigation were gt'aud, and 
Inagnificellt. He COllSi(iel·ed it as an etlectual 
mean of cementing thetinion of the states. In 
bis letter to the Governor of Vii 'gini a he observed 
-" I need not remark. t,o you, sir, thut the flanks 
and rear of the United States aloe possessed by 
other l}owers, and formidable ones too; nor need I 
press the necessity of applying the cement of 
interest to bind all ,parts of the union together 
by indissoluble bonds-~specially of binding that 
l>art of it which Jiesitllmetiiately west of us, to the 
nlitlcJle states. For wilat ties, let me ask, Sllould 
we bave upon those people; how entirely uncon .. 
nected \vith,them sllall 'lee be, and \Vl1at trottbles 
may we not apprehend, if the Spaniards 011 their 
right, and great Britain on their left, instead of 
throwing impediments in theil" way as they do now, 
Sllould llold Ollt lures for tllcir trade alld al'liance? 
'Vhen they get stl'cllgth, \flnch wilt be SOOnel" than 
most people conceh'e, wilat will be the con'seqnellce 
of theil" having formed close commercial connex. 
ions with both 01' eithel' of those po\\rers? It 
needs not, in my opinion, the gift of prophecy to 
foretell." After stating the same thing to n mem-
bel" of Congress, he proceeds, " It nlay be asked, 
how we are to p."erent this? Happily for us the 
way is plain. ()nr immediate illtcl"ests, as well as 

t 1 I""" 
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CHAP. remote political advanta.ges, point to it; whilst a 
x. . cornbination of circumstances render the present 

1783 time more favourable t.han any other to accom
to 

1789. plish it. Extend the inland navigation of the 
eastern \vaters; commllnicate them as llear as 
possib1e with those which run westward; open 
these to the Ohio; open also such as extend from 
tl1e Ollio to,,'ards lake E.·ie; alld we shall 110t 

only draw the produce of the western settlers, but 
the peltry and fur trade of the lakes also, to our 
ports; thus adding an immense increase to our ex
ports, and binding those people to us by a chain 
whicll ne\'er can be broken." 

The "·il·ginia legislatore acted on the recom
mendation. of Gen. 'Vashington, to the extent of . 
bis wishes; andio consequence thereof, works of 
the greatest utility have been ne~\rly accomplished. 
They went one step farther, and by a legislative 
act tested in him, at the expense of the state, one . 
hundred aOll fifty shares in the navigation of the 
rivers Potowmac and lames. The act for this pur
pose was il1trodu(!ed with the following preamble: 
" \Vbereas it is the desire of the revresentatives 
of this commonwealth, to embrace every suitabl(: 
occasion of testifying their sense of the unexam
pled merits of George 'Vashillgtoll, Esq. tow81ods 
his conntry ; and it is their wish in partieuJar that 
those great WOI"ks for its improvement, which, both 
as springing froID the liberty which he has been 
so instl"ltment.al in establishing, and as encourag· 
cd by his patronage, will be durable mOlluments 
O{-Ilis a-loT\'", 'll~l V UC nlade ClOllunlcllts illso of tile 

\J., ., 

gratitude of his country. Be it enacted," Nc. 
'ro the friend 'who con\'eyed to 'Vashington 
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the lh'st intelligence of this bill, be replied-"· It 

~ll 

CHAP. 
x. 

is not easy for me to decide, by which nly nlind -_ .... 
was most affected upon the receipt of YOUl· letter 
of the sixth instant, surprise 0." gratitude. Both 
were grcater than I had WOl"ds to expl'ess. The 
attent.ion and good wishes which the asselnbly 
have evidenced by their act for vesting in me one 
hundred and Hfty shares in the navigation of the 
ri\·ers I)otowDlac and James, is more tllan nlere 
compliolcnt. There is an unequivocal and substan- . 
tial meaning anl1exed. Bllt l>elie,re iDe, sir, no 
circumstan.ce bas bappened since I left. tile walks 
of public life, which has so much embarrassed me. 
On .tlle Olle llal1d, I conside:r tllis act as a noble 
and unequivocal proof of the good opinion, the 
affection, and disposition of my countlY to serve 
me; and I should be burt, if by declining the ac
ceptance of it, my refusal should be construed 
into disrespect or the smallest slight upon the 
generous intention of the legislature, or.· that an 
ostentatiolls display of disinterestedness or public 
virtue was tile source of refusal. 

U On the other hand, it is real1ymy wish t.o have 
my mind and my actions, whichar~ the result of 
Joeilection, as rrel~ and independent as the air, tbat 
I nlay be more at liberty to express my senti
Incnts, and if necessary to suggest what may oc
cur to 111e ullder the fullest conviction, tllat aJ-

. though nly judgment may be arraigned, there 
will be no suspicion tbat sinister mothres had the 
smallest influence ill tllC suggestion. ~. ot cOlltent 
then with the u~ue consciousness of my ha"ing, in 
all this navigation business, acted UPOIl the clear
est conviction of the political importance of the 

1783 
t,o 

1789. 



CHAP. measure, I would wish that every individual x . 
.... __ who may hear that it was a favourite plan of 
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mine, may know also that I had no other n10tive 
for promoting it than the advantage of which I 
conceived it WOll ld be pl'od ucti ve to the un ion at 
large, and to this state in particular, by cement
ing the eastern and western territory together; 
at the same time, that it will give vigour to and 
increase our comnlerce, anti be a con velliellcc to 

• • 
Ollr Cltlzens. 

" How would this matter be viewed. then by 
the eye of the world, and what opinion would be 
formed, wilel' it comes to be related tllat G'--
"r 11 exerted -llimself to cfiect t1-11S "lork, alld 
that G-- \V n has received twenty thou-
sand Dollars, alld five tll0usand pOUilds sterling 
of the public money as an interest therein? 
Would not this, (if I am entitled to any merit fOl" 

the part I hav~ performed, and without it there is 
no foundation for the act,) deprive me of the prin
cipal thing whic'.l is laudable in my conduct:~ 

Would it not in some respects be considered in 
the same light as a pension? And would not the 
apprehensions of this induce me to o.ffer my sen
timents ill future witll tlle more relucta11ce? In a 
,V'ord, under wllatev~er pretence, alld llowever (;t15 .. 

tomary these gratuities may be in other countries, 
sllould I 110t tl1enceforward be C011sidered as a de
pendent? One moment's thought of which would 
give me mote pain, than I should receive pleasure 
from the product of all the tolls, was every far
thing of them vested in me." 

To the Governor of the state t on receiving f1'om 
bim an official cOl.Jy of the aforesaid act, Wash
ington replied as follows: 
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" Your excel1ency having been pleased to trans- CHAP. 

!nit me a c~py of the act app,'opriating to my be· _ .~. 
nefit cel'tain shares in the companies for opening 1783 

to 
the navigation of James and Potowmac rivers; I 178Q. 

take the liberty of returning to the general assem-
bly, through your hands, the profound and gt'atc-
ful acknow1edgments inspired by so signal a 
l11ark of tlleir belleficellt il1telltiollS to\\'ards nlC. I 
beg you, Silo, to assure them that I am filled on 
this occasion with every sentiment \vhich can tlnw 
fl~om a lleart warm \vith love to lny COulltry, sen-
sible to eV€I'y token of its approbation and affec-
tion, and solicitous to testify in every instance a 
respectful submission to its wishes., 

" 'Vith these sentiments in my bosom, I need 
not dwell on the anxiety I feel, in being obliged, 
in tllis instance, to flecline a faVOllr Wllicll is 
rendered no less flattering by the manner in whicb 
it is conveyed, than it is affectionate in itself. In 
explaining this, I pass over a co~parison of my 
endeavours in the public service; with the many 
110nourable testimonies of approbation \\7}-liclllla\<re 
already so far over-rated and overpaid them; re·' 
citing one consideration only, which supersedes 
the necessity of recurring to every other. 

" Wilell I \vas first called to tlle statioll \vitll 
'Vlllel! I \\t?as 110ll'OUred dllring tl1e late COIlflict for 
our liberties, to tile diffidel1ce ",~llicll I had so 
many reasons to feel in accepting it, I thought it 
my duty to join a firm resolution to shut Iny hand 
against every pecuniary recompense. 1'0 this 
l'esolution I have invariably adhered, and from it, 
(if I had the inclination,) I do not consider myself 
~t Ii herty now to depart. 
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CHAP. cc 'Yhilst I repeat, therefore, my fervent ac .. 
x. kllowledgments to the legislature for their very 

1783 kind sentiments and intentions in nly favour,- and 
to 

1789. at the same time beg thenl to be persuaded, that 
a remembrance of this singular proof of their 
goo(lness towards Inc \\'ill never cease to cllerisll 
returns of the warmest affection and gratitude; 
I must pray that their act, 50 far as it has for its 
object my pel'sonal emolument, may not have it.s 

. effect; but if it should please the general assem
bly to permit me to tUfn the destination of the 
fund vested in me, from Iny private emolument 
to o~jects of a public nature, it will be my study 
in selecting these, to prove the sincerity of my 
gratitud.e for the hOnOUl" conferred upon me, by 
preferring such as may appear most subservient 
to the enlightened and patriotic views of the le
gislature." 

The wishes suggested in this letter were sanc
tioned hy the legislature; and, at a subsequent 
time, the trust was executed by conveying the 
shares to the use of a seminary of learning in the 
vicinity of each riv€r. 

Near the clo8e of the revolutionary war, the of
ficers of the American army, with a view of per
petuating their friendships, formed themselves in
to a society, to be named after the famous Roman 
patriot, Cincinnatus. l\t the head of their society, 
Gen. Washington was placed. By the rules of 
their institution, the h0110UI'S of the society were. 
to be hereditary in their resp.ective families, and 
distinguished individuals might be admitted as ho
norary members for life. These circumstances, 

· t.ogether with the union of the officers of the ar-
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my, gave an ularm to the communit.y; ~everal in- CHX~P 
dividuals of which suppose(l that the hereditary - • 

Part ()f tIle illstitlltioll ,,\I'o\lld l)e a gerl11 of 110bil i- 1783 
to 

ty. It \Va~ the usual policy of \Vashington to re- 1789. 

spect the opinions of the people, in matters in
different, or of small lnagnitude, though he might 
think thenl nlistaken. I-Iaviug ascertained to his 
own satisfaction, that a degree of jealousy per· 
vaded the nlaSS of the people, respecting the pt'O-

bah,le tendency of this pel'petuat hereditary socie-
ty, he successfully exerted his influence to new 
model ,its rules, by relinquishing the hereditary 
principle and the power of adopti,?g honorary 
members. The result proved the wisdom of the 
llleasure; for all jealousies of the societ.y hencefor-
ward were done away, and the members thereof 
were received as brethren, by the most suspicious 
of their fellow-citizf11S. 

,. When Washington, at the close of the revolu-
t,ionary war, became a private citizen, his country 
confidently anticipated every possible blessing 
from peace, independence, and self-government. 
But experience soon proved the inefficacy of ex
isting systems for promoting national happiness, or 
presel'ving national dignity. Congress had nei
ther the power nor the means of doing justice to 
public creditors, nor of enforcing the respect of 
foreign nations. Gold and silver vanished-com
merce languished-property was depl'eciated-· 
and credit expired. 'rhe lovers of liberty and in
dependence began to be less sanguine in their 
hopes from the An1erican revolution, and to fear 
that they had built a visionat·y fabric of govern
ment on the fallacious ideas of public virtue. FQr 
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---- I>eace, tIle splenlioUl' 'Vlllei) slll"roll11ded tIle ill-

1783 f,lllt stat{~s from tlleir successflll strll2:2'le ill tile to \".,J C-J 

1789. cause of independence and self-government, was 
daily darkening. This state of things could not 
be iuditfel'ent to 'Vashiugtoll. lIe was among 
the first to discover the cause, and to point out 
the remedy. l'he inefficient support he recei\'ed 
while commander in chief, pro\-ed the inefiicacy 
of the artides of confederation, for raising and 
supporting a requisite military force. The expe .. 
rieu.ce of the first years of peace, proved theil' to· 
tal inadequacy for the purpose of national govern· 
lnent. From want of VigOUl' in the fedel'al head, 
the United States wel'e fast dwindling into sepa
rate sovereignties, ullconnected by any bond of 
union, equal to·public exigency. The private let-
ters of 'Vashi ngton at t his time, show his anxiety 
for his country's welfare, and his wisdom in point-
ing out a remedy for its degradation. III one of 
them he obserres-H 1'he c,onfcdcratioll appears 
to Ole t() be little nlOl·e tllatl a Sllado\\' \\'ithout tile 
substance, and Congress a nugatol'y body, theiL' 
ordinances being little attended to. 1'0 me it is 
a solecism in politics; indeed it is one of the most 
extraordinary things in nature, thut we should 
confederate as a nation, and yet be afraid to give 
tIle rlllers of tllat llatioIl, WllO are tIle creatures of 
our own making, appointed f{)l' a limited and short 
duration, and who arc amenable for c\'.cry action, 
recallable at any lnoment~ and subject to all the 
evils which they rnay be instrullleutal in produc
ing, sUtliCiCllt powers to ordcr and direct the af
fairs of the satne. By !iueh policy the wheels of 
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government are clogged, and our brightest pros

~17 

CHAP~ 
x. 

pects, and that high expectation which wa.s enter~ ....... -
tained of us by the wondering world, are turned 
into astonishment; and fl'om the high ground on 
which we stood, we are descending into the vale 
of confllsion and darkness. 

" That we have it in our power to become one 
of the most respectable nations upon earth, ad
mits, in my humble opinion, of no doubt, if we 
would but pursue a wise. just, and liberal policy 
towards one another, and would keep good faith 
with the rest of tile world. Tllat our resources are 
ample and increa.sing, none can deny; but while 
they are grudgingly applied, or not applied at all, 
we give a vital stab to public faith, and will sink 
in the eyes of Europe into contempt." 

In another---" It is Olle of tile evils of demo
cratic governments, that the people, not always 
seeing, and frequently misled, must often feel be
fore they are set right. But evils of this nature 
seldom fail to work their OWll cure. It is to be 
lamented, nevertheless, that the remedies are so 
'&low, and that those who wish to apply them sea
sonably, are not attended to before they sufrer in 
person, in interest, and ill reputation. I am not 
without hopes that matters will soon take a fa
vourable tllrn 'in the federal constitution. The 
discerning part of the community have long since 
seen the necessity of giving adequate powers to 
Congress for national purposes, and those of a 
different description must yield to it ere long." 

In a letter to Mr. Jay, Gen. 'Vashington ob .. 
served :-" Y Ollr sentiments that OUl~ affairs a·re 
drawing rapidly to a crisis, accord' with my own. 

2 F 
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CHAP. What the event will be, is also beyond the reach 
x . 

........ ______ of my foresight. We have errors to correct; we 
have probably had too good an opinion of human 
nature in forming Ollr confederation. ExperIence 
has taught us that men will not adopt and carry 
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into execution, measures the best calculated for 
their own good, without. the intervention of coer
cive power. I do 11o.t co.nceive we can subsist 
long as a nation, without lodging somewher.e a 
power which will pervade the whole unioD, ill as 
energetic a manner, ,as the autho.rity of the state 
goverRments extends over the several states. To 
be fearful of investing Congress, constitute€! as 
that body is,. with ample anthot:ities- for. national 
purpQses, appears. to me the ver:y climax of popu
lar absurdity aRd madn~ss. Could Co.ngress ex'; 
ert them for' t.i-le detrunent of the peopJre, without 
injuring themselves in an equal or greater pro
portion? Are not their interests inseparably con .. · 
. nected with those o.f their constituents? By the 
rotation of appointment, must they not mingle 
frequently with the mass. of citizens? Is it not 
rather to be appr(~hended, if they were possessed 
of the powers before described, that the individual 
members would be induced to use them on many 
occasions, very timidly and inefficaciously, for fear 
of losing their popu1arity and future election ? We 
must take human nature as we find it-perfection 
falls not to the share of morta1s. Many are of 
o.pinion, that Congress have too frequently made 
use of the suppliant hum hIe to.ne of requisition, 
in applications to the states, when they had a right 
to assert their imperial dignity, and command 
obedience. Be that as it may, requisitions are ~ 
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perfect nullity, where thirteen sovereign, inde- CHAP 

pendent, disunited states, are in the habit of dis- -.x.-._. 
cussing, and refusing or complying with theln at 
their option. Requisitions are actual.ly little bet
ter than a jest and a bye-wolod throughout the 
land. If you tell the legislatures tlley have violat-
ed the treaty of peace, and invaded the preroga-
ti"es of the confederacy, they will laugh in your 
face. 'Vhat then is to be done? Things cannot 
go on in the same tloain for e\'er. It is much to 
be feared, as YOll observe, that the better kind of 
people, being disgusted with these circumstances, 
will have their minds plt(epared for any revolution 
whatever. \Ve are apt to run from one extreme 
into another. To anticipate and prevent disas-
trous contingencies, would be the part of wisdom 
and patriotism. 

" 'Vnat astonishing changes ar-e a few yearsca .. 
pable of producing! I am told that even respect
able characters speak of a monarchical form 'of go
ve.·nanent, without horror. 'From thinking, pro
ceeds speaking; thence to acting is often but a 
single step. But how irrevocable and tremen
dous! 'Vhat a triumph for our enemies to verify 
their predictions! What a triumph for the advo-
cates of ·despotism to find thai we are incapable 
of governing -ourselves, and that systems founded 
on the basis of equal liberty, are merely ideal and 
fallacious! 'Vould to God tllat wise measures 
may be taken in time, to avert thf: consequences 
we have but too much reason to apprt!helld." 
" Uetired as I am fronl the world, I fi'ankly ac
knowledge, I cannot feel myself an unconcerneu 
s.pectator. Yet having happily assisted in bring-
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CHAP. 
x . ing the ship into port, and having ·been fairly dis .. 

....... -_ charged, it is not my business to embark again 
1783 011 a sea of troubles. 

to 
1789. " Nor could it be expected that my sentiments 

and opinions would have much weight on the 
minds of my countrYluen. 1'hey have been neg
lected, though given as a last legacy, ill the toost 
solenln manner. I had then, perhaps, some claims 
to public attentions. I cOllsider myself as having 
none at prescnt." 

Illunlination, on the sl1~ject of enlarging the 
powers (\f Congress, wab gradual. \\1 abb~llgton, 
in his extensive correspondellce and intercourse 
with the leading characte.·s of the different states, 
urged the l1ecesNity of a radical reform ill the ex
isting system of governmellt. The buslnetis was 
at length seriously taken .up, and a proposition 
was made by Virginia, for electing deputies to a 
general convention, for the sole purpose of revis
ing the Federal system of governnlcnt. 

While this proposition was under considera
tion, an event took place, which pointed out the 
propriety of its adoption. The pressul'e of evils 
in a great degree l·f>sulting from the imbecility of 
government, aided by erroneous opinions, which 
confound liberty witb licentiousness, produced 
(~o:llmotiollS in MiISSacl]llsr=tt!i, whicll aOlounteu to 
treason al!d rebellion. On this occasion, \Vash .. 
ingtoll expressed himself ill a letter as follows :-
" The commotions and tempel' of llUlllerous bodies 
in the eastern counuy, present a state of things 
ellually to be lamented and deprecated. They 
e~hibit a Inelancholy vel'ifieatiotl of what our 
l'rans-atlantic foes have predicted, and of another 
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thing perhaps, which is still more to be regretted, CHAP 

and is yet more ullaCCOllntable, that mallkind ....--x_._ 
\Vllen left to tilemselves, are unfit f()r their own 
government. I am mortified beyond expression, 
when I view the clouds which have spread ovel· 
the brightest morn that ever dawned upon my 
country. In a word, I am lost in amazement, 
when I behold what intrigue the interested views 
of desperate characters, ignorance and jealousy 
of the minor part, al'e capable of effecting, as a 
scol1rge on the major part of our fellow~citizens 
of the union; for it is hardly to be supposed, that 
the ~reat body of the people, though they will not 
act, can be so short.sighted, or enveloped in dark-
ness, as not to see rays of a distant sun through 
all this mist of intoxication and folly. 

e' You talk, D1y good sir, of employing influ
ence to appease the present. tumults in ~Iassachu .. 
s~tts. 1 kilOW not wilere that \ofluence is to be 
found, nor, if attainable, that it would be a proper 
remedy lor the~e disorders. Influence is not 
governnlent. Let us have a government by which 
our lin:~b, libertif's, and properties, will be secured, 
or let us kilOW the worst at once. Ullder tllese 
impressions, my humble opinion is, that there is a 
call for decision. Know precisely what the in
surgents aim at. If they have real grievances, re
dress them if possible, Ole acknowledge the justice 
of tht~nl, and your inability to do it in the preseot 
moment. If they lu\Ve not, employ the forcc' of 
governnlent against them at once. If this is in
adequate, ?.il will be convinced that the super
:structure is bad, or wants support. To be more 
t!x.po~~d in the eyes of the world, and morc (!on~ 
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CHAP. teolptible, is bardly pos~ihle. To delay one or x. 
~ __ the ether of these expedients, is to exasperate on 
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the one hand, or to gire confidence on the otherJ 

and will add to tl1eir llunlbers; for like sno\\f-balls 
such bodies increase by every lnovemellt, unless 
there is something in the way to obstruct and 
crum hIe thenl before their weight is too great and 
irresistible. 

"These are my sentiments. Precedents are 
dangel'ous things. Let the reins of government, 
tIlen, be braced 'and heJdwith a steady hand, and 
every violation \of the constitution be reprehend
ed. If defective, let it be amellded, but not Sltf

fered to be trampled upon while it has an exist
ence." 

Virginia plac~d the name of 'Vashingion at the 
head of ' her delegates for the proposed conventibn. 
Letters poured in upon him from all sines, urging 
his acceptance of the appointment. In answer to 
one frorn Mr. Madison, who had been the princi
pal advocate of the measure in the "irgillia legis
lature, Gen. 'Vashingt.on replied-" Although I 
have bid a public adieu to the publi~ walks of 
life, al1d llad resol ved 11ever Inore to trea.d tllat 
theatre, yet,if upon any occasion so interesting to 
the we1l-being of our confederacy, it had been the 
wish of the Assembly that I should be an associ
ate in the business of revising the Federal system, 
I sllould,. frOln 'a sense of tlle obligatioll I anl un
der for repeated proofs of confidence in me, more 
than from any opin ion I ceuld entertam of my 
utlefulness, have obeyed its call; but it is now out 
of my power to do this with auy uegree of' consist-
t."ncy. "fhe cause I will mention. 



GEORGE WASHINGTO!\T •. 

" I presume you heard, sir, that I was first ap.. CH;,P; 

pointed, and have since been re-chosen, President __ ..... 
of the Society of the Ci ncinnati; and YOll may 
have understood also, that the tri'ennial general 
meeting of this body is to be held in Philadelphia 
the first Monday in ~1ay next. Some particular
reasons, combining with the peculiar situation of 
my private concerns, the neeessity of paying at· 
tenJtloln to tl'lell1, a wish for retirement, a.nd relax-
ation from public cares, and rheumatic pains, 
which I begin to· feel very sens:ibl:y, induced me, 
on the 31st ultimo·, to' address a circular letter t.o 
each state society~ informing tbem of my inten .. 
tion not to be at the next meeting,. aDd of my de-
sir.e not to be re-chosell President. The Vicer
president is also infor.med of this, that the busi-
ness of the society may tlot be· impeded:· By my 
absence. Under tliese circnmstallces it wilt rea .. 
d~ily be .perceived, that I could not appear at the 
same time and place, on any other occasion, with-, 
out giving otfEnee' tQ. a very respectable and de-
serving part of the community-the late'officers.o' 
the American army." 
. The nl-eeting of. the cGnVentioll was' postponed 

to a day subsequent-to that of the meeting of the 
Cincinnati. 1~his renl.oved 011e of the difficulties 
in the way of 'Vashington's acceptance of a seat 
in the COllvelltion, and, joined with the import
ance Gf the call, and his own eager desire to ad
vance the' public interest, finally induced his com,. 
pliance with the wishes of his friends. 

The convention· met in Philadelphia, in May, 
and. unanimously chose George'Vashington·their 
President. ()n the. 17th of September, .. l787,; they 
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'CHAP. closed tlleil' labours, alld submitted tIle result to 
X. 

_ ........ _ Congre:ss, with their opinion cc that it· should be 
1783 
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1789. 

submitted to a convention of delegates chosen in 
each state by the people thereof, under the re
commendation of its legislature, for their assent 
and ratification." 

By this new form of government, ample powers 
were given to Congress without the intervention 
of the states, for every purpose that national dig
nity, interest, or happiness, required. 

The ablest pens and most eloquent tongues 
were employed for, and against, its acceptance. 
In this animated contest, 'Vashington took no part. 
Having with his sword vindicated the right of his 
country to self-government, and having with his 
advice aided in digesting an ealcient form of iO
verllment, which he most thoroughly approved, it· 
would seem as though he wished the people to 
decide for themselves, whether to accept or re .. 
ject it. 

The constitution being accepted by eleven 
states, and preparatory measures being taken .for 
bringing it into operation, all eyes were turned 
to Washington, as being the tittest man for the of
fice of President of· the United States. His cor
respondents began to press his acceptance of the 
high office, as essential to the well-being of his 

country. 
To those who think that Washington was like 

other men, it will scarcely appear possible, that 
supreme magistracy possessed no charms suffi
cient to tempt him from his beloved retirement., 
when he was healthy and strong, and only fifty
seven years old; but if an opinion can be fornled 
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of his real sE'ntitnents, from the tellour ot his tife CHAP. . }{. 
and confidential c·ommunicatlollS to his most illti·' _--_IIIIIINIC 
mate frlends, • conviction will be produced, that 
his acceptanc~ of the Presipency of the United 
States was the result of a vict~ry obtained bY,8 
sens~ of duly over his inclinations, and. was a teal 
sacl'lfice of tile l~tter fo tl1e {orlner. . .. 

In a leUer to Col. Henry Lee, ,\\Tashingtonob-
,serves-CC Notwithstanding my advanced season of 
life, ~y increasing fondness foragric~1tural 
amusements, and my' gr(),win{~ love of retirement; 
augment and confirm my decided predilection' for 
the character of a private citizen; yet it will be no 
one of these motives, nor the hazard to which my 
former reputation migllt be exposed, nor the ter-. . 
ror of ~ncountering new fatigues and troubles, that 
would deter me from an acceptance, but a be
lief that some other person who had less pretence 
and l~ss inclination to be excused, could execute 
al] the duties full ,as satisfactorily as myself. To 
say more would be indiscreet, as a disclosure o&a 
refusal. before-hand might h~cur the application . 
of the fable, in which the fox is represented as un- ' 
dervaluing'the ' grapes he could not reach. You 
will perceive, my dear sir, by what is here ob-
served, (and which you will- be pleased to consi-
der in the light,of a confidential communication,) 

, that my inclinations will dispose and decide me 
to remain as I am, unless a clear, and. insurmount
able conviction should be impressed on my mind .. 
that some very disagreeable consequences must 
in all human probability result from the jndul~ 
genee of my wishes." 
. In a letter to Col. Hamilton, Washington·'ob·, 
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X. serves-CC If I am not grossly deceived in myself, 

----.-- I should unfeignedly rejoice, in case the electors, 
1783 
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by giving their votes to some other person, would 
save me from the Qreadful· rlilemma of being 
forced to accept or refuse. If that may not be, I 
am in the next place, earnestly desirous of search~ 
ing out the truth, anJ of knowing whether there 
does not exist a probability that the government 
would just as happily and effectually be 'carried 
into execution, without my aid, as with it. I am 
truely solicitous to obtain all the previous infor
mation whicll the circumstances will afford, and to 
determine, (when the determination can nolQng. 
er be postponed,) according to the principles of 

· right reason, and tIle dictates of a clear con .. , 
science, witllout too great a reference to tIle un-
foreseen consequences which may affect my per
son or reputation. Until that period, I may fairly 
hold myself open to conviction, though I allow 
YOU1' sentiments to have weight in them; and I 
shall not pass by your arguments, without giving 
them as dispassionate a consideration as I can pos
sibly bestow upon them . 
. " In taking a surveyof the subject, in whatever 

point of light I bave been able to place it, I win 
not suppress the ackllo\'dedgment, my dear sir, 
that I have always felt a kind of gloom upon my 
nlind, as often as I have be~n taught to expect I 
might, and, perhaps, must be called upon ere long 
to make tIle decision. You w ill, I am well aSSllr

ed, believe the assertion, (though I have little ex
pectation it would gain credit from those who are 
le&s acquainted with me,) that if I should receive 
the appointment, and should be prevailed upon to 
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accept it, the acceptance would be attended with CHAP. 

more difficulty and reluctance, than I ever expe- _._.._x ...... __ 
rienced before. It would be, llowever, witll a fix
ed and sole determination of lending whatever as
·sistance migbt be in my power to promote the 
public weal, in hopes that at a convenient and 
early pel'iod, my sel'vices might 'be dispensed 
with; and that I might be. permitted once more to 
retire, to pass an unc10uded evening, after the 
stormy day' of lite, in tIle bosom of donlestic tran
quillity. " 

In a letter to Gen. Lincoln, ,\\T ashington0~
serves-" I may, however, with great sincerity, 
and I believe without offending against modesty 
and propriety, say to you, that I most heartily 
wish the choice to which you allude, tuigbt not 
faU upon me; and that if it should, I must reserve 
to myself the right of making up my final deci
sion, at the last moment when it call be brought 
into ODe view, and when the expediency orinex .. 
pediency of a refusal cu.n be more judiciously de
termined, than at prer,ent. But be assured, my 
dear sir, if, from any inducement, I shall be persua
ded ultimately to accept, it will not be, (so far as I 
know D1y own heart,) from any of a private or 
personal nature. Every personal consideration 
conspires to rivet me, (if I may u~e the expres ... 
sion,) to retirement. At my titlle of life, and un.' 
der my circumstances, nothing in this world can 
ever draw me from it, unless it be a conviction 
that the partiality of my countrymen had made 
my services absolutely necessary, joined to a fear 
that my refusal might induce a belief that I pre", 
ferred the cons~rvation of my own reputation and 
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CHAP. private ease, to the good of my country. After 
,-, ~.. all, if I should conceive lnyself in a Inanner con-

1783 strained to accept, I can heaven to witness, tha.t 
to 

1769. this very act would be the greatest sacrifice of 
my personal feel iogs and wishes, that ever I have 
been called upon to make. It would be to forego 
repose and domestic enjoyment, for trouble, per· 
haps foi' public obloquy; for J should·com;ider my· 
se1f as entering upon an unexplored field, enve· 
loped on every side with clouds and darkness. 

" From tillS embarrassing situatl011, I llad na-
t"'rally suppose"d, that my declarations at the c1o'se 
of the war would have saved me, and that my sin-

" tere intentions, then publicly made known, would 
kkve effectua11y,precluded me for ever afterwa·rds 
from being looked upon as a candidate for a.ny 
office. This hope, as a last anchor of worldly 
happiness in old age, I had carefully preserved, 
until the public papers and private letters froin 
my corre"spondenti; ill almost.every quarter, taught 
me to apprehend that I might soon be obliged to 
answer the question, whether I would go again 

, into public life or 'not." 
; In a letter ,to the Marquis de laFayette, Wash. 
ington observes-" Y our sentiments indeed co
incide much more nearly with those of my other 
friends, than with my own feelings. In truth, my 
difficulties increase and nlagniiy as I draw towards 
the period, when, according to the common be
lief~ it will be necessary for nle to give a defini
tive answer in one way or other. Should cir
CUtllstances render it in a manner inevitably ne-
cessary to be in t"he affirnlative, be assured, my 
dear sir, I shall assume tIle t~lsk witJl the most un,. 
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feigned rel\\cta.~ce; and with a real diffidence, for CHf.P. 

which I ,shall probably receive no cre,dit from the ----
world. If I know my own heart, nothing short 
of a conviction of duty,' will induce nle ,again to 
take au active part in public aifairs. And in that 
case~ if I ean form a plan for my, own conduct, . 
my endeavours shall be unrem\ttingly exerted, 
(even at the hazard of former fame 01' "present 
popularity,) to extricate my country from the em
barrassments in which it is entangled through 
want of credit, and to establish a general system 
of policy, ,which, if pursued, will ensure perlna
ne~lt felicity to the commonwealth. I think I 
see 'a path as clear and as di .. ect~s a ray of light, 
which leads to the attainment of that object. No
thing but harmony, honesty, industry, and frugal
ity; are necessary to make us a great and a bappy 
people. Happily the present posture of affairs, 
and the prevail iug disposition of my countrymen, 
promise to co-operate in establishing those four 
great and essential pillars of public felicity." 

Before the election of a President came on, so 
uni \'ersal was the expectation that Washington 
would be elected, that numerous applications 
were made to him, in an.ticipation for offices ill 
the government, "which would be in his gift. To 
one of such appl icants he wrote as follows:
" Should it become absolutely necessary for Ole 
to occupy the station in which your letter pre
supposes me, I have, determined tv go into it per
fectly free ft'om all engagements of every nature 
whats~e\'er. A conduct ill conformity to this rc-., 
~olution, would enable me in ~alancing the fa,· 
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CHAP. rious pretensions of different candidates for ap
__ x __ ._ pointments, to act with a sole reference to jus .. 
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tice, and the public good. This is in substance, 
the answer that I have given to all applications, 
(and they are Dot few,)' which have already been 
made." 
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CHAP. XI. 

~ 

Was/lington elected. President. On his wa.rJ to the 
seal Qf government at New-York, recei'Des the 
m·.ostflattering marks of respect. Addresses Con .. 
gl·ess. The situatio" qf the United States in their 
fOI·eign and domestic relations, at the inauguration 
of Washington. Fills up public offices solely witl, a 
fJiero to the public good. Praposes a treaty to the 
Creek l'ldians, whicll is atfirst rejected. Col. Willet 
indllces ti,e heads qf tI,e nation to come to New
York, to treat there. The North-Western In
dians rejrtse a trea~tj, but after dt;{eating Generals 
Harmar and Sinclair, they are defeated by Gm. 
Wa!Jne. Th.e!} tl,en submit, and agree to treat. A 
1ltW system is z"ntrodllcedfor me,lioratilzg their con
dition. 

• •• 

I T was intended that the new government should CHAP. 
XI. 

have commenced its operations on the 4th of __ ~ 
March, 1789; but frotn accidental causes, the elec
tion of Gen. Wasllington to the Presidency was 
not officially annol1nced to hio) at Mount "er
non, till the 14t.h of next. April. This was done 
by Charles Thomson, Secretary of the late Con-
gress, who presented to him the certificate signed 
bv the President of the Senate of the lTnlted 

• 
States. stating that George Washington was Ilnani. 
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CHAP. mous1 y elect.ed President. This unexpeeted de" 
Xl. hI ___ lay was regretted by the pu ic, but not by the 
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• 

new] y elected President. In a letter to Gell tI ' , . 

Knox, he observeo-" As to myself; the delay 
mtty be cOlnpa,red to a re}ll'ie,,'"e; for in COlltldence 
I tell you, (with the world it would obtain little 
credit,) tha~ my movements to the chair of govern
ment will be accompanied by feelings not unlike 
those of a culprit who is going to the place Qfhis 
execution; so uuwil1ing am I in the evening of 
life, nearly consume~ fn public car"~ to quit a 
peaceflll abode 'for an ocean of difficulties, witll-' 
out that competency ~f p()litical skill, abilities, 
and inclination, which are necessary to manage 
the helm. I am sensible'that I am embarking the 
voice of'the people, anda good name of my own, 
on this voyage, but what .returns will be made for 
them,_ I-Ieaven alone can foreteIl. Integrity and 
firmness are all I can promise .. ,These, be t~e voy
age long or short, shal~ never forsake me, although 
I mp~y be deserted by all men; for of the consola
tions Wllich are to be del·jved from tllese, under 
any circumstances, the world. cannot deprive me.H 

On the second day after receiving notice oChis 
(J"1pointment, Washington set out for New-York. 
On his way thither, the road was crowded with 
nutnbers anxious to see tIle man of tile people. 
Escorts of militia, and of gentlemen, of the first 
character a.nd station, attended l1i~ from state to 
state, and he was' every where received with the 
highest honours which a grateful and admiring 
'people could confer. Addresses of congratulation 
were presented to hini by the inhabitants of al
tnost every place of cODsequence through ,which 
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he passed, to all of' which he returned such m().o. CHAP. 
Xl. 

dest, unassnming answers, as were in evel·Y re- - , 
spect suitable to his situation. So great were the 1~~9! 
honours with which he was loaded, that they could 1794. 

scarcely have failed to produce haughtiness in the 
mind of any ordinary man; but nothing of the 
kind was ever discovered in this· extraOl'dinary 
personage. On all occa.sions lle l)ella,red to' all 
men witll the affabil ity of Ol)e citizen to'Rl1otller. 
He was truly great in deserving the plaudits of his 
country~ but much greater in not, being elated 
by tllem. 

Of the numerous addresses which were present .. 
ed 011 this occasion, one subscribed by Dennis 
Ramsay, the mayor of Alexandria, in the name of 
the people of that city, who were the neighbours 
of Mr. ~'ashington, was particularly and lloiver'" 
sally admired. It was in the following we·cds : 
" To George Wa8hington, Eaq. Pre8ident of the United stitte,; t!/c .. 

"Again YOUl' country cotnmandsyour care. 
Obedient to its wishes, unmindful of your ease, 
we see you again relinquishing the bliss of retire· 
roent, and this too, at a period of life when nature 
itself seems to authorize a preferehbe of repose. 

" Not to extol your glory as a soldier; not to , 
pour forth our gratitude for past services ;' not to 
acknowledge the justice of the unexampled ho
nour which has been conferred upon you by the 
spontaneous and unanimous suffrage of three ~il. 
lions of freemen, in your. election to the supreme 
magistracy~ nor to a~mire the patriotisltt which 
direct.s your conduct, do your neighbours and 
friends now address yO\l.. Themes less splendid, 

2H 
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CHAP. but more endearing, impress our minds. The 
_X_I_. _ first and best of citizens must leave us; OUi' age(l 
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must lose·their ornament; our youth their model; 
our agricultu.'e its improver; our comluerce its 
friend; our iBfant academy its protector; our poor 
their benefactor; and the interior navigation of 
the ·Potowmac, (an event, replete with tht} most 
extensive utility, all-eady by your unremitted ex
ertions brougbt into partial use,) its institutor and 
prOm(}tel~ . 

. "Farewell. Go, and make a grateful people 
happy-a people who win be doubly grateful 
when they contemplate this recent sacrifice for, 
tlleir interest. 

" To that Being WllO maketll and unmaketll' at 
his \vill, we· commend, yOlt; and after tIle accom
plishment of the arduous business to which you 
are .caUed, may he restore to us a.gain the best of 
inen, and the most beloved fellow-citizen." 

To this Mr. Wasllillgton returned tIle fol1o\\r
ing answer: 

". Gelztle 'lJZe11, 

" Although I oug ht not to conceal, yet I can-
not describe the painful emotiollS Wl1icll I felt, ill 

being calk~l upon to determine whether I would 
accept or refuse the Presidency of the United 
States. The unanimity in the choice; the opinion 
of my friends communicat.ed fronl different parts 
of Europe as well as from Anlerica; the apparent 
wish of those who were not entirely satisfied with 
the constitutjon in it~ present form, and an ardent 
desire', on nlY, own part to be instrumental in 
connecting the good will of my countrymen to-
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wards each other, have induced an acceptance. CHAP. Xl. 
Those who know me best, (and you, Iny fellow- ------
dtizens, are, fl~·om your situation, in that l)ulnber,) 1789 

to 
know better than any others, my . love of .retire- 1794. 

Inent is so great, that no earthly consideration, 
short of a conyi:ction of duty, could have prevailed 
upon nle to depart from my resolution" never 
more to take any share in transactions of a pub-
lic nature;" for at my age, and in Dly circull1stan· 
ces, what prospects· Qr advantages could I pro-
pose to myself from embarking again on the tem
pestuou~ and uncertain ocean of pub1i~ life? 

" I do not feel Inyself under the necessity of 
tnaking public declarations in order to convince 
you, gentlemen, of myattaehment to yourselves, 
and regard for your interests. The whole tenonr 
of my life has been open to your inspection, and 
my past actions, rather than my present declat°a
tions, must be the pledge of my future conduct. 

" 111 tile mC[lll tillle} I tllallk )'OU most sillcerely 
10r the expressions of kindness contained in your -
valedictory address. It is true, just aftel' having 
bade adieu to my dOlnestic connexions, this ten
-del' proof of your f6endship is but too well ealen
:}ated still further to awaken my sensibility, and 
increase my regret at parting front the enjoy
ment of priv-ate life. 

" All tllat 110W remaitls. for me,· is to cOlnrnit 
tnyself and you to the protection of that benefi
cent Being, who on a former occasion hath hap
pity brought us together, after a long and distress
jng separation. Perhaps the same gracious Pro
vidence will again indulge me. Unutterable sen
s,ations .must tllen be left to more expressj'le .sj. 
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CHAP. lence, while from an aching heart I bid all my XI . 
.--. __ .... affeetionate friends and kind neighbours farewell." 

1789 
to 

'l794. 

Gray's bridge 'over the Schuylkill, which Mr. 
'Vashington had to pass, was highly decorated 
with laurels and evergreens. At each end of it 
were erected magnificent arches, cornposed oflau· 
rels, elnblematical of the ancient Roman triumphal 
arches, and on each side of the bridge was a laurel 
shrubilery. As ~Ir. 'Vashington passed the bridge~ 
a youth ornamented with sprigs of laurel, assist
ed by machinery, let drop above his head, though 
unperceived by him, a civic crown of laurel. Up
\vards of 20,000 citizens lined tile fences, fields, 
and avenues, between the Schuylkill and Philadel
phia. Through these he \vas conducted to the 
city by a numerous and respectable body of the 
citizellS, \v11ere he partook of all elegal1t en
tertainnlent provided for him. The pleasures of 
the day were succeeded by a handsome ditiplay of 
fireworks in tIle evelling. 

'Vhen Mr. ,\7 ashington crossed the Delaware, 
and landed 011 the Jersey shore, he was saluted 
with three cheers by the inhabitants of the vicini
ty.. 'Vhen he came to the brow of the hill on his 
way to Trenton, a triumphal arch was erected on 
the bridge by the direction of the ladies of the 
place. The crown of the arch was highly orna
Inented with la'urels and flowers, and 011 it \vas 
displayed in lai'ge~ figures, " December 26th, 
1776." On the sweep of the arch beneath, was 
this inscription--" Tile Defender of tIle Mothers 
will also protect their Daughters." On the north 
side were ranged a 11um ber of fem~le children 
dressed in white, with garlands ef t10wers on their 
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lleads, and baskets of flo"vers on tlleir arms; in CHAP. 

the second row stood the young women, and be- __ X_I_" _ 

hind them the married ladies of the vicinity. The 
~nstant he passed the arch, the children began too 
sing the following· ode. 

" \Velcome mighty chief! once more 

" Welcome to tllis grateful shore. 
" Now 110 mt~rcenal'y foe 

" Aims again the fatal blow, 

" Aims at thee the fatal blow. 

" Virgins fair, and matrons grave, 

" These thy conquering arm did save! 
" Build for thee tliumphal bowers: 
" Strew, ye fair, his way with flowers; 
" Strew your hero's way with flowers." 

... .c\s they sung the last lines, they strewed theil' 
flowers on tile road before tlleir beloved deliverer. 
His situation on tllis occasion, contrasted witll 
wllat he 11ad in December, 1776, felt on the same 
spot, when the affairs of Anlerica were at the low
est ebb of depression, filled him with sensations 
tilat cannot be described. He was rowed across 
the bay from Elizabethtown tQ New-York, in an 
elegant barge, by thirteen pi1ots. All the vessels 
in the harbour. hoisted their flags. Stairs were 
erected and decorated for llis reception. On his 
landing, nniversal joy diffused itself through every 
order of the people, and he was received and con
gratulated by the Governor of the state, and ofii .. 
eers of the corporation. I-Ie was conducted from 
t.he lanaillg place to the house which had been 
litted up for his reception, and was followed hy 
an elegant procession of militia in their unform5, 

\ 

1789 
to 

1794. 



CHAP. and by a great number of citizens. In the even ... . XI. -----_a ing the houses of the illhabitantLwere brilliantly 
1789 ilJumillated. 
to 

1794. A day was fixed soon after his arrival, for his 
taking the oath of office, which was in the follow
ing words. "I do solemnly swear, that I wil1 
faitllfully execute tile office of President of' tlle 
'United States; and will to the best 'of my ability 
preserve, protect, and defend the constitution of. 
tile Unite{] States." On this occasioll he was 
wlioll V clotlled in t\merican manufactures. In 

w • 

the morning of the day appointed fOl' this purpose, 
the clergy of different denominations assembled 

. their congl'egations in their respecti ve places of 
worship, and offered up public prayel's for the 
President and people of the United States. About 
1)oon a procession, folfowed ·by a multitude of cit i
zens, move(l from the 11resident's hOltse to Fede
ral-Hall. 'Vhen they came within a short dis
ta'llce from the I-Iall. tlle troops formed a lirle 011 
both sides of the way, through which MI'. 'Vash. 
ington, accompanied by the Vice-President, Mr. 
John Adams, passed into the Senate chamber. Im
Inediately after, accompanied by both houses, he 
went into the gallery fronting Broad-street, and 
before tllem and all ilnrnellse concourse of' citi
zens, took the oath prescribed by the constitution, 
which was administered by H. R. Livingston, the 
Cllarlcellor of

8 

tile state of Nc\v .. York. ...!\n awful 
~ilence prevailed mllong the spectators during thi~ 
part of the ceremony. It was a minute of the 
most sublime political joy. The Chancellor then 
,proclaimed him l>resi<.icnt of the United States. 
]'his was answered by the discharge 0" ~.j guns; 



GEORGE \V.t\SIIIN,GTO!';. ()()'l) 
~t \.. 

CH .. '\P, 
XI. and by the effusions of shouts from 1leal" 10,000. 

o'rateful al1d affectiollate 11earts. Tile Presidellt ---
b 1 · bowed most respectfully to the people, al1( the aIr 
resounded again with their acclamation::;. He 
thell retil·ed to tile Senate Cllamber, ,,,~I1'ere ]le 

made the following speech to both houses. 
" .rellow cieize1l8 of the Senate 

and oftl.e 

HOUle of Rejlrcsentativca, 

" Atnong the vicissitudes incident to life, DO 

event COllld have fille<l me witll gl"eater anxietiei 
than tllat of \Vllicll tIle notification ~"as tran"smitted 
by your order, and received on the 14th day of 
the presellt montll. 011 tIle Olle lland, I was 
summoned by lny country, whose voice I can 
never 11ear b\lt w"itll venei·ation and love, from a 
retreat which I had chose11 with the fondest pt"e
dilection, and, in my flattering hopes, with an iOt
mutable decision, as the asylum of my declin
ing years: a retreat which was rendered eVel"Y 
day more necessary as well as more dear to me, 
by the addition of habit to inclination, and of 
frequent interruptions in my hea)th to the gradual 
waste committt~d on it by time. On the other 
hand, the magnitude and difficulty of the trust. to 
which the voice of my country called me, being 
sllfficient to awaken in tIle wisest arlcl Inost ex
perienced of her citizens a distrustful scrutiny 
into his qualifications, could not but overwhelm 
with despondence one who, inheriting inferior en
dowments from. nature, and unpractised ill the 
duties of civil administration, ought to be pecu
liar) V consciollS of llis own deficiellcies. 111 tilis • 
~ontlir~t of emotiol1S, t:tll I (lare avel· ii" tllnt it 11(16 

1789 
to 

1794 



TIlE LIFE OF 

been my faithful study to collect my duty from s. CHAP. 
XI. ----e just apP"eciation of every circumstance bv which . ~ 

li89 
to 

1794. 

It might be effected. All I dare hope is, that, if 
in accepting this task, I have been too Inuch 
swayed by a grateful remembrance of former in. 
stances, or by an affectionate sensibility to this 
transcellcle11t 1)I·oof of tile cOllfidence of mv fellow-... 
citizens; and have thence too littJe consulted my 
incapacity, as well as disinclination for the weighty 
and untried ,cares before me; my ERROR will 
be p.alliated by the Inotives which misled me, and 
its consequences be judged by my COUllt,·y with 
some share of the partiality in which they origi. 
llated. 

"Such being the impressions under which I 
lla\re, ill obedience to tile public SUlllmons, re
paired to the present station; it will be peculiarly 
improper to Olnit, ill thi21 first o fiici al act, D1Y 

fervent supplications to that Almighty Being wh~ 
rules o,·er tIle universe; \VllO presifies in tl~le 

COlIllCils of nations; alld ~.'110S'~ pl·o\'idelltial aids 
can supply e\'ery human defect, that' his benedic
tion may consecrate to the liberties and happiness 
of the people of the IT nited States, a government 
instituted by themselves fOl· these essential pur
pos.es; and may enable every instrument employed 
in its atlmillistration, to eXt~cute \\titil Sll(;(~eSS, tlJe 
functions allotted to his charge. In telulel'illg 
this houlage to the gr~at Authol" of every public 
and private good, I assure myself that it cXjJl'esses 

your sentiments not ie:>s than my own; 110r diose 
of my fellow-~itihens at large, less than either. 
No people can he bound to acknowledge aud 
aclore tile in,,·isible 11itlld ",TIllell COllducts tile 
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afrai.·s of men, more than the people of the United CHAP. 

S E 
XI. 

tates. ~very step by which they have advanced _____ ._ 
to the charact.er of an independent nation seems 
t'o have been distinguished by some token of pro
vidential a~ency; and in the important revolution 
just accomplish~d in the system of their united 
government, the tranquil deliberations and volun
tary con~ent of so many distinct communities, 
from \vhicll tIle e\'ellt llas reSll1ted, cannot be 
compared with the means by which 1l10st go\'ern
Inents Ilave been estabJislled, \vitll0ut some return 
of piol1s gratitude along with an humble anticipa
tion of the future blessings which the past seem 
to presage. These reflections, arising out of the 
present crisis, have forced themselves too strongly 
on my nlind to be suppressed. You will join with 
me, I t,"ust, in thinking that there are none, under 
the influence of \\,hich the proceedings of a new 
and free government can more auspiciously com
lnencc. 

" By the article establishing the executive 
department, it is made the duty of the pl·esident 
, to recommend to your consideration, such mea
sures as he shall judge neces~ary and expedient.' 
The eireuDlstances under which I now meet you 
will acquit me from entering into tbat subject, 
fartller ttlan to refer to the great COllstit'utional 
charter under which you are assembled, and 
which, ill defining your powers, designates the 
o~jects to which your attention is to be given~ 
It will be mOl-e COl1sistr,11t ,vitll t.llose circllm-
stances, and far more congenial with the feelings 
lvi1icll actuate me, to stll)stitutc in place ott a re
eommend;lt,ion ()f pctl-t.lcular meaSllres, tll(:' tribllte 

q 'I~ 
:1" _ 

1789 
to 

179f. 
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th'R.t is dlte to the talellts, tlle rectitude, an<l tIle CHAP •. 
Xi. 

--- patriotism, wll1ch adorn tile characters selected to·, 
1789 

to 
1794 •. 

devise and adopt them, In these honourable qnali
fications, I behold the snrest pledges that, as on 
one side, no 10eal prf;judices or attachments, no 
separate views nor party an.imos.ities, will misdi
rect the comprehensive and equal eye which ought 
to watch over this great assem hi age of conununi
ties atld illterests:. s9,.0.n another, tllat tll.e foun.-
dations of our nati9nal policy will be laid in the 
pure and immuta.ble principles of private morali- .... 
ty; and the pre-enlinence of free government be 
exemplified by all the attributes which can win 
tIle affections of its citizens, and comtnand tIle 
respect of the world. I dwell on this prospect 
with every satisfaction which an al'dent love for 
Iny country can inspire; since there is n.o truth 
mor.e thoroughly established than that there exists, 
in the eC0uomy and course of nature, an indis
soluble Ulliol1 between virttle and llappiness; be
tween duty and advantage; between the genuine 
maxims of an honest and magnanimous policy, 
and the solid rewards of pub1ic prosperity and 
felicity: since we ought to be no Jess persuaded 
that HIe propitious smiles of heaven can never be 
exp.eeted en a nati011 tbat dis~egard.s the eternal 
rules af orde, and right, which heaven itself has 
orda.ined:- and since· tbe preservation o£the sacred 
fire of liberty, and the destiny of the republican 
model of go.vernmeat:, are j usdy considered as 
DEEPLY, perhaps as FINALLY, staked on the ex· 
periment intrusted to the bands .of. the ~mericaD 
peo·ple. 

" Besides the ordinary objects submitted to 
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your care, it will,r.ernain with your judgment to c~t.P. 
decide, 110W far an exerc,is·e of tIle occasional -..,.-.-_-= 

power delegated by· the hfttl article of the consti
tution is rendered expedient, at the present junc
ture, by the nature of objections w,bi.ch have been 
urge(\ against the system, or by the degree of 
inqaietude which has given birth to them. Instead 
of undert~ l{ing particular recommendations-OrR t·his 
.subject, in which I could be guided by no 1ights 
derived from official opportunities, I shaH again . 
give way to my entire confidence in your discern
ment and pursuit of the public good.:: for I assure 
myself, that ",'h116t you carefully a:loid every al-
teratioil wllich might endanger the benefits of a 
--united and ~tfect,i~e gov·erllme·nt, '·or ;Wllich ought 
to await the falltulle lesSGns tOf expe.r.iellce.; a .rev·e
rence for t.hecharacteristic !l'~i~llts -of freeme~l'I, alld 
·a regard for the :public ·harmouy, -will sufiiciently 
iofluence your deliberations on .the question hO\\f 
far the former ,can be more impregn.ably fortified, 
-o.r the latter be safely and advantageously pro
moteeJ. 

" 1'0 the preceding observations I have one to 
.add, 'wbica will be most properly addressed to the 
house of'rept"esentatives. It concerns myself, and 
will tilErefore he as brief as possible. When I 
~\vas fir~t 11on1ou.red witil a call into tIle service o.f 
my country, then on the e\'e of an arduous 
struggle for its liberties, the light in which I COll

templated my duty required that I should re-
nounce every pecuniary compensation. From this 
·resolution I have in no instance departed. And 
being. still under the impressions which produced 
it; Imnst -decline, as inapplicable to myself, any 

;·1789 
to 

1794. 
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ClfcfP. share ill the personal emoluments which may be 
" • , + indispensably included in a permanent provisioll 

1789 for the execbtive department; and Inust accord-
.-r'~. ingly pray that the pecuniary estimates for the 

station in which I am placed, may, during. my 
continuallce in it, be limited to suell actllal e~-
penditures as the public good may be thought to 

• requlr·e. 
" IIaving thus imparted to you my sentiments, 

as they have been awakened by the occasion 
which brings us together, I shall take my present 
leave; but not without resorting once more to the 
benign Parent of the human race, in humble sup
plication, that since he has been pleased to favour 
t.lle Alnericall people witl1 opportunities for deJibe~ 
rating in perfect tranquillity, and dispositions for 
deciding with unparralleled unanimity on a form 
of government for the security of their union" 
an~ tIle ad va.ncement of tlleir l1appiness; so llis 
divine blessing may be equally conspicuous in the 
enlarged views, tlle temperate consultations, and 
tIle wise meaSllres 011 \vhicl1 tIle success of' tllis 
government must depend." 

In their answer to this t:ipeech, the senate say: 
u The unaninlous suffrage of the elective body in 
your favour, is peculiarly expressive of the grati
tude, confidence, atld affection of the citizens of 
Alnerica, and is tile 11ighest testimonial at once 
of your merit, and their esteem. ,,7 e are sensible, 
sir, that nothing but the voice of your fenow .. 
citizens could have called you from a retl"eat, 
chosen with the fondest predilection, endeared by 
habit, and consecrated-to the repose of declining 
years. We .rejoice, and with us all America, that, 
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in obediepce to the call of our common country, c~t.P. 

you have returned once more to public life. In so. ..' 

you all parties confide; in you aU interests 'unite; 1~:9 
and we have no doubt that your past service$, 1794, 

great as they have been, will be equalled by your 
future exertions; and that your prudence and 
sagacity as a statesman, will tend to avert the 
dangers t~ which we were exposed, to give st_-
bility to the present government, and dignity and 
splendour to that country, which your skill and 
valour as a: soldier, so eminently contributed to 

, raise to independence and to empire." 
The affection for the person and character of 

the President with Wl1ich the answer of the house 
of representatives glowed, promised that between 
·this branch of the legislature also and the execu
tive, the most harmonious co-operation ill the 
public service might he expected. 

"The representatives of the people of the 
United States," says this address, " present bheir 
congratulation~ on the event by which your fello\?
citizens have attested the pre-eminence of yOUl~ 
merit. You have long held the first place ill their 
esteenl. You llave often· received tokens of their 
affection. You now possess the .only proof that 
remained of theil' gratitude for your services, of 
their reverence for your wisdom, and of their 
confidence in your virtues. You enjoy the highest" 
because the truest hOll0Ul', of being the first 
magistrate, by the unanimous choice of the freest 
people on' the face of the earth. 

" We well know the anxieties with which you 
must have obeyed the summons from the repose 
reserved tor your declining years, into public 
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~~t.P. scenes of which you had taken your leave for ever. 
---Btlt -obedience was due to tIle occasion. It is 

"1789 
to 

<t' l794. 

. .already applauded by the universal joy· which . 
w~lcomes you to your station. And we cannot 
doubt that it will b~ re"warded with all the satis
faction with which an ardent love for your fellow-
citizens must review successful efforts to promote 
their happiness. ' 

" This anticipation is not justified merely by 
the past experience of your signal services. It. is 
particularly suggested by the pious impressions 
under which you commence your administration; 
and the enlightened maxims by which you mean 
to conduct it.. We feel with you the strongest 
obligations to adore the invisible hand which has 
Jed the American people through so many diffi
colties; to cherish a conscious responsibility foc 
the destiny of l"epublican liberty; and to seek the 
on1y sure means of preserving and recommending 
the precious deposit in a system of legislation 
founded on the principles of an honest policy, and 
directed by the spirit of a diffusive patriotism. 

c'c In form'ing the pecuniary provisions COl' the 
executive department, we shall not lose sight of 
a wish resulting from motives which give it a 
pecoliar claim to our regard. Your resolution, 
in a moment critical to the liberties of your coun
try, to renounce all personal emolument, was ' 
among the nlany presages of your patriotic ser
vices, whic.h have been ampl y fulfilled; and your 
scrupulous adherence now to the law then hnposed 
on yourself, canllot fail to demonstrate the purity, 
wllilst it increases tile lustre of a character whick 
bas so many titles to admiration. 
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,c Sue}l are tlle sentin1ellts witll W·l1icll we lla,·e C'HAP 

thought fit to address you. They flow from our _X_I_. _ 

own heal'ts, and we verily believe that among the 
millions we represent, there is not a virtuous 
citizeo,wl10se lleart will diso\vn tllem. 

" All that remains is, that we. join in your fer
vent supplications for the blessing of Heaven on 
our country; and that we add our own for the 
choicest of thes.e blessings on the most beloved or 
ller citizells. " 

The President and Congress then attended on 
divine service. 

III the evening a very ingenious and splendid 
show of fireworks was exhibited. Betwixt tIle 
fort and the Bowling·Greell stood conspicuous, a 
superb and brilliallt transparent painting, in the 
centre of which was the portrait of the President, 
represented under the em blem of fortitude; on 
his right hand was Justice, representing the Senate 
of the United States, and "n his left Wisdom, J'e
presenting tile House of Representatives. 

When \Vasbington commenced his administra
tion, tile condition of the United States was so 
embarrassed as to t~xcite many fears for the su~-., 

cess of the new government. The treasury was 
empty. Large debts were due both by the old 
Congress and illdividuals to foreigners, and also 
from tile United States to its OWll citizens, and 
from citizens to citizens. Every effort made by 
the former government to pay, or even to fund its 
debts, had failed, from the imbecility of the feileral 
system. Great discontents prevailed in the Uni
ted States, for the party opposed to the new COD

stitution was stro.ng alld numerous, Several of 

1789 
to 

1794 .. 
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CHAP. these were elected to seats in the aew Congres~. 
XI. l.r · ____ Some \vere c amorous lor a l1ew conventIon, and 
1789 tIle lnost moderate for amendments of what llad 

to 
1794. been rat.ified. Two states, Nortll·Carolina and 

Rhode-Island, by refusing an acceptance of the 
constitution, were without the pale of its opera
tiOllS. 

Animosities prevailed to a great degree between 
the United States and Great-Britain. Each charg
ed the other with a breach of their late treaty. 
In support of these charges, one party urged the 
severities practised towards the loyalists, and that 
some of the states had interposed legal impedi
ments to the recovery of debts due to British sob-
jects. The other recriminated by alleging, that 
the British, on their departure from the United 
States, 11ad carried off lvith them se\'eral thousands 
of negroes belonging to the Americans; and conti
nued to possess sundry posts within the acknow .. 
ledged limits of the United States; and that from 
these posts they encouraged and instignted the 
neighbouring Indians to make war on theh· north· 
western frontier settlements. Spain, from tIle cir
cumstance of tl~eir owning the land on ('aeh side 
of the month of the Missisippi, claimed the exclu
sive navigation of that river ~ while the west~rn in
habitants of the United States looked to tlleir (!OllD

try for a vindication of their common ri~hf to ,he 
use of this highway of nature. The boundaries of 
the U nit(~d States towa,"ds the territories of Spain 
in tIle south, alld to\\~~c:lrds tllOSt' of Brlta.ill ill tile 
north-east, were both unsettled aud ill di~pute. 
rrlle whole regular effective forct: of tl'JC U lllited 
States, ,\'as le5s tllall six llufldred mel). l'jleir 



GEORGE WASHINGTON. 

trade was restricted mllch more than when t.hey CHAP. 

fortned a part of the British empire. They had _X_I_. _ 

neither money to purchase, nor a naval force to 
compel the friendshi p of the Barbary powers; and 
were therefore exposed to capture whenever they 
ventured to trade in tile Mediterranean, the coasts 
of which offered the best markets for some of tlleir 
valuable commodities. 

The military strength of the northern Indians 
who in.habited the conntry between the Lakes, 
the Missisippi, and the Ohio, was computed at 
5,000 men, and of these 1,600 were at open war 
with the United States: The Creeks, in the south
west, who could bring 6.,000 fighting men into the 
field, were at war with Georgia. 

These were but a part of tbe embarrassments 
under which tbe'United StateS laboured when Gen. . 
Washington was called to the helm. The redress 
of most of them required Jegi~lath'e interference, 
as well as execotive aid. To. point out the pa,·ti .. 
cular agency of the President in removing these 
embarrassment., and generally meliorating tbe 
condition of the Upited States, .il peculiarly the 
province of the biographer of Washington. 

Congress . having organized the great depart .. 
ments of government, it became the duty of the 
President to de~ignate proper persons to fill them. 
In discharging tbis delicate and difficult trust, 
Washington kept himself free from e,ery engage .. 
ment, and uniformly declined giving decisive an .. 
swers to app1icant~, having previously resolved to 
nominate person, to offices witb a sole view to. the 

· public good, ~d tO,briog forward those who, up
on every consideration, and from the best informa~ 

< , 2 1\ 
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CHAP. tion he could obtain, were in his judgment most 
Xl. 

_-- likely to answer the great end. 
1789 
to 

1794. 

Under these impressions he placed Col. Hantil
ton at the head of the Treasury Department.. 

At the head of the Department of Foreign Af
fairs, he placed Mr. Jefferson. 

General Knox was continued in the Depart
ment of 'Var, "1Phich he had filled under tile old 
Congress. 

The office of Attorney General wasassiguoo to 
Mr. Edmund Randolph. 

These composed the cabinet coullciloftbe first 
President. . 

The jud icial d·epartment was filled as follows: 
.John .Jay, of New-York, C1lir./JtI.$tit:e .. 
John Rutledge, of South Carolina, 
.lames Wilson, of Pennsylvania, 
William-Cushing, of Massachusetts, 

• Robert Harrison, of ~4aryl~nd, and 
.J obn Blair. of Virginia, AS.'fociate J'l.dge~ .. 
Tbe office'fs who had been appointed by tl)( 

undi,idual states to manage the revenue, which, 
under tbeold svstemJ.~ was .aid into. the state • • • 
treasury, were re ... appointed to corresponding of-
6ees onder the Dew conltitutioll, by which the 
rfiveOlle IJad been transferr(~d from the local to 
the general treasury of tbe union. 

It was among tlle6rst cares of Washington to 
.lnakt! peace with the Indians. Gen. Lincoln, )f ... 
GriOiu, and Col. I-Illmphreys, very ~oon after the 
inaugu."ation of the President, were del)uted. by 
hiln to treat witl} ttJe C.-eek Indians. 1'IJl'se met 
with l\l'Gillvray, and other chiefs of the nation, 
with about 2,000 Olen, at the Rock J .. an<1ing, on thr 
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frontiers of Georgia. The negociations were soon CHAP. 

broken otf by ~f.'Gilh·ray, whose personal inter- .....-X_I_. _ 

ests and connexion with Spain were su pposed to 
have been the real cause of their abrupt and un
successful termination. The· next year brought 
round an accomplishment of the President's wish .. 
es, which had failed in the first attempt. Policy 
and interest concurred in recommending every 
prudent measure for detaching the Creek Indians 
irom all connexion with the Spaniards, and ce
lnenting their friendship with the United States. 
Negociations carried Oil with them in the vicinity 
of the Spanish settlements, promised less than ne·· 
gociariolls conducted at the seat of government. 
rro induce a di'position ·favourabre to tbiscbange 
of 11lace,tbe President sellt Col. Willet, a gal-
lant and intelligent officer of the late army, into· 
the Creek country, apparently 00 private· busi-
11ess, but with a letter o'fintroduction 'to AtI'Gill-
17ray, and with instructions to take occasional op
portunities to point out the distresses which a war 

. with the U oited States would bring on tile Creek 
nation, and tbe indilcretionof their breaking off 
thenegociation at the B,ock Landing; and to ex
))o."t hi to repair with the chiefs of his nation to 
New·York,in order toetfeet a solid and lasting 
peac~. Willet. pel'formed these duties with so 
much dexterity, tbat McGillvray, with the chie£~ . 
of his Ilatioll, were illdul~ to come to Ne .. York, 
where fresh negociations commen ., which, 011 

the 7th of August, 1790, terminated in the esta· 
hJishment of I)eace. 

T'he pacific ,o,"ertures made by Wasbington to 
tile llldialli of tile 'Val)as)) alJd the ~{iamis, failed 

1789 
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TVE LlFE or 
C~tP. of SUccess. Long experience had taught the Pre-

- ___ sident, that on the failure of negociations with lr:9 Indiaofll, policy, economy, and even humanity, re- ' 
17'94. quired the employment of a sufficient force to 

carry offensive war into their country, and lay 
waste their settlements. The accomplishment of 
this was no easy matter. The Indian nations 
,vere llumerous, accustomed to war, and not 
without discipline. They were said to be furnish
ed lvith arms and ammunition from the British 
posts held ,.ithin the United States, in violation of 
the treaty of peace. Generals l:Iarmar and Sin .. 
clair were successively defeated by the Indians; 
and four or five years elapsed before they were 
subdued. This was accomplished by Gen. 
'VlI.yne, in 1794. Soon after that event, a peace 
was cone tu~ed, nnder his auspices, between 
these Indians and the United States. ,In the pro
gress of this last Indian war, repeated O'fertures 
of peace were made to the North-western In .. 
dians, but rejected. A bout the same period a 
new system was commenced for turn·ing them off 
from· hunting to the employments of civilized life, 
by furnishing them with implements and idstruc .. 
tions for agriculture and manufactures. 

In this manner, during the Presidency of 
George Wasbington, peace was restored to the 
frontier settlements both in the north and south- ~ 
west, whicl1 has continued ever s~ince, and it is 
Hkely to do so, while, at the same time, the pros .. 
peet of meliora~in'g the condition of the savages 
is daily brightening; for the system first began 
by 'Vashington witb the "iew ()f civilizing these 
n-erce sons of natnre, have been ever since steadi-. 
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ly pursued by all his successors. Indian wars are CHAP. 

now only known from the records or recollection _x_~ .... ' ...... * 
of past e~nts; and it is probable that the day 
is not far distant when the United States will 
receive a considerable accession of citizens from 
the ~ivilized red men of the forest. 

'. 
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CHAP. XII. 

Gen. 1Vasldllgto1l attends to the foreign relations c:,f 
the United States. Negociates with Spain. Dif
ficulties in the way. rile 17'ee navigation of tile 
Missisippi is granted ~lJ a treaty made witlt M a
jor Pinckney. Negociatio.ns with Britain. Dif
./iculties in the 'way. War probable. Mr. fay's 
mission. llis treaty witll Great-Britain. Oppo
sition thereto. Is ratified. JVashington refuses 
papers to House of Representatives. British 
posts in United States evacuated. }y""egociations 
with France. Genet's arrival. Assumes illegal 
powers, in violation of tile neutrality of the Uni
ted States. Isflatlered by Ihe people, but opposed 
by the el:ecutitTe. Is recalled. Gen. Pinckne!J 
.fent as public minister to adjust disputes with 
France. Is not received. Wasllington declines a 
re-electioll, a1zd addresses tile people. His last 
address to tilt' national legislature. Recommends 
a nav,lJ, a militar.1J acadeny, and other public in
stitutions. 

. ....... 

CHAP. EVENTS which had taken place before the inau
_ .. _X_I_I,_ guration of \Vashingt.on, embarrassed his negoci-

1794 
to 

1796. 

tions for the adjustment of the political relations 
1Jetweell tIle United States and Spain. 

In the year 1779, Mr. Jay had been appointed 
by the 'old Congress to make a treaty with his 
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Catholic ~Iajesty; but his best endeavours for CHAP. 
XII. 

more than two years were ineffectual. In a fit of _--
despondence, while the revolutionary war was 
pressing: he had been authorized to agree "to re
linquish, and in future forbear to use th~ naviga
tion of the river Missisippi, from the point where 
it leaves tIle Ullited States, dOW!l to tIle ocean." 
After the war was ended, a majority of Congress 
had agreed to barter away for twenty-five years, 
their claim to this navigation.' A long and intri-
cate negociation between Mr. Gardoqui, the l\-ii-
\lister of his Catholic M~jesty, and the Secretary 
of Foreign Affairs, had taken place at New-York, 
in the interval between the establishment of peace 
alld of tIle ne'v constitutjon of tlle United States; . 
but \vas rend~red .. aborticve from tile illflexible ad-
herence of Mr. Gardoqili . to the exclusion of'tbe 
citizens of the United States from navigating the 
~Iis.sisippi below their southern boundary. This 
unyielding disposition ,of Spain, the inability of 
the United States to assert their claims to the na
vigation of this river, and especially the faciJity 
whicll the o1d. Congress had sl10wn to recede from. 
it for a term of years, had soured tIle minds of the 
western settlers. Their impatience transported 
them so far beyond the bounds of polir'T ) that 
they sometimc~' dropped hints of sepatating from 
th'e Atlantic States, and attaching themselves to 
the Spaniards. In this critical state of things, the 
President found abllndant exercise for all his 
prudence. The western inhabitants were, in fact, 
thwarting his views in their favour, and encou
raging Spain to persist in refusing that free navi-
gation, which was so ardently desired both by the 
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CHAP. President and tIle people. The adhel·enCtf of . 
·XII. 

--____ Spain to the exclusive use of the lower Missisip-
1794-
to 

1190. 

pi, and the impolitic discontents of the western 
inhabitants, were not the only em barrassmeats of 
Washington1 in negociating with the· court of 
Madrid. , 

In 1793, four Frenchmen left Philadelphia, em-
powered by Mr. Genet, the }.Iinister of the 
French Republic, to prepare an expedition ill 
Kentucky against New-Orleaus. Spain, then at 
war with France, was at peace with the United 
States. Washington was officially bound to in
terpose his a"tbority to prevent the raising of an 
armecl force from among hi, fellow-citizens to 
commit hostilities on a peaceable neighbouring 

. power. Orders were accordingly given to the 
civil authority in Kentucky, to ule all legal means 
to prevent this expedition; but the execution of 
these orders was so langu id, that it became ne
eessary to call in the aid of the regular army. 
Gen. Wayne was ordered to establish a military 
post at Fort Manac on the Obio, for the purpose 
of forcibly stopping any body of armed men, who, . 
in opposition to remonstrances, should persist in 
going dOWll that river. 

Many of the high-spirited Kentuckians were so 
exasperated against the Spaniards, as to be very 
willing to second the views of tile French Minis-
ter, and under his aU81>ices to attack New-Orleans. 
The navigation of the Missisippi wa~ so necessa .. 
ry for conveying to proper markets the surplus
age of their luxuriant soil, that to gain this privi
lege, others were wilting to receive it from the 
hands of the Spaniards at the price of renouncing 



GEORGE 'VASHINGTON. 257' 

all political connexion with the United States. CIIAP. 
XII. 

'Vhile these oppo~ite modes of seeking a remedy --...-. 
for the same evil were pursuing by persons of 
different temperaments, a remonstrance fl'om the 
inhabitants of Kentucky was presented to 'Vash
ington and Congress. This demanded the use of 
the Missisippi as a natural right, and at the same 
time charged the govel'nment with being undc,r 
the iluluence of a local policy, which had pr"event ... 
ed ,,11 serious efforts for the acquisition of a right 
w11lcll wa,s esselltial to tlle prosi)erity of- tlle we.st-
ern people. It spoke the langua.ge of an injured 
people, 'irritated by the mal-administrat.ion of theil" 
public servants; and hinted the probability of a, 
disillenlberment of tile llllio[), if tlleir l1atural 
rights were not vindicated by government. "'0 
appease these discontents; to ,restrain the French 
from making w-al' on the Span iards with a force 
raisedandetnbodied in tile Ullited States; alld at 
tile same tinle, l)y fail' llegociation, to obtaill tIle 
free nse of the ~1issisippi from the court of Ma~ 
drid, was the task assigned to ",. ashingtol1, Diffi-
cult and deli(!ate as it was, tile \vl}oll~ was accom
plished. Antel'ior to the receipt of the Kentuckv .. 
re~nonstrallce, the' P.-esident, we1l knowing the 
discontents of the interior people, and that the 
publication of them would obstruct his views, had 
directed the Secretary of State to give as,surances 
to the Governol' of Kentllcky, that every exertion 
was nlaking to obtain fOt" the western people the 
free navigation they so much desired. "fhe strong 
arm of government was suceessfully exert.{'d to 
frustrate the expedition prqjected by the French 
Minister against New-Odeans; and, while tbetie 

(] Ll 
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matters were pending, Major Thomas Pinckney CHAP. 
XII. 

---- was appointed Envoy Extraordinary to the court 
1794 

to 
1796. 

of Madrid; and in the year 1795, he concluded a· 
treaty with his Cathol ic Majesty, in which the 
claims of the United States on the subject of 
boundary, and the navigation of the Missisippi, 
were fully conceded. By these events, the dis
contents of the west.ern people were done away. 
Tranquillity was restored between the Atlant.ic 
and western states; and all points in controversy 
between the United States and Spain were satis
factorily adjusted. The most important of these, 
the free navigation of the Missisippi, had been the 
,ubject of discussion in the hands of different ne
gociators, for almost the whole of the immedi
ately preceding fifteen years. 

Great were the difficulties 'Vashington bad to 
encounter in amicably settling all matters with 
Spain; but much greater stood in the way of a 
peaceable adjustment of various grounds of con
troversy between the United States and Great
Britain. 

Each of these two nations charged the other 
- with a breach of the treaty of peace, in 1783, and 

each supported the charge against the other, with 
mOloe solid argunlents than either alleged in their 
OWll defence. ' 

The peace terminated the calamities of the war, 
but was far from terminatillg the resentments 
which were excited by it.· Many in the United 
States believed tllat Great-Britain was tlleir nattl
ral enemy, and that her views of subjecting the 
United States to her empire, were only lor the 
present suspended. S0011 after the peace, Mr. 
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John Adams had been deputed by the old COll- CHAP. 
XII. 

gre'lS to negociate a treaty between the United __ _ 
Stat(~s an(lGreat-Britaill; but the latter de(!lillecl 
to 'meet tllis a«vallce of ttle former. Wilile lle 
-urged on the court of Great-Britain, the necessity 
they \vere under by the late treaty to evacuate 
tlleir posts on ttle SOlltll side of tile lakes of Cana-
da., they retorted that some of the states had, in 
violation of the same ta'eaty, passed laws inteq>os-
ing legal inlpedimtmts to the recovery of debts 
due to Britisll sul~jects. 

'V ashingtoll 's love of j llstice was not weakened 
by partiality to· his country. In a letter to a 
nlember of Congress, he observed-" It was inl
politic and u-nfortunate, if not- unjust, in those 
states to pass laws, which, by fair construction, 
Inight be considered as infractions of the treaty of 
peace. It is good policy at all times, to place 
one's adversary ill the wrong, Had we observed 
good faith, and the west.ern posts had been w itb
held fl'onl us by Great-Britain, we might have ap
pealed to God and man for justice." 

" \Vhat a nlisfortllne is it," said lie, ill anotller 
letter, "tllat tile Bl'itisll Silould have so,. well 
grounded a pret.ext for their palpable infractions; 
and what a disgraceful part, out of the choice of 
difficulties l)efol·e us, a,·e we to act !t, 

In the fil'st years of'Vashington's presidency, 
lle took illfol·nlal Dleasures to SOlllld tile Britisll 
cabillet, alld to asce,-tclitl its vie\tvs respecting tile 
United States, 1'0 ~,fr. GOlnrel'fleUr ~forris, who 
had been carried by private business to EU1'ope, 
this negQciation was intrusted. I-Ie conducted it 
with ability; but found 110 disposition in the court 
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c~~:. of Greqt-Britain to accede to the wishes of the 
------ United S!atr·s. In about two ,real's more, when 

1~~4 the :.;tanill; y aUf\ enei'gy of the government as ad-
1796. miuistel'ed hy 'Va~hington hecame a mattel' of 

public notol"ic: .. ty, the British, of their own motion, 
St:llt ~·Il" loj,lllJI-))Olld ti]cir first minister to tile 
U llited States. PJ"llis aU\'ltnCe illduce(1 tJ-)C Prf'si· 
dent to nnminate ~Ir. Thomas Pillcknpy as ~Ii~ 
nistel" Plenipotentiary to the court of Great-Bri
tain. 

About tllis tinle war c()mmE.~llCed I>et\veen 
Frallcc and Great· Britain. l'he correct, soulld 
jud.gment of'Vashington instantly decided that a 
perfect neutrality was the right, the duty, and tile 
interest of the Ullited Statc~, al1fl of tillS lle ~a.vc 
public notice by a proclamation, in April, 1793. 
Subsequent e\"ents have pl'oved the wisdom of this 
measure, tbough it was then r~pl"Ob3tcdby muny. 
l'lle war bet\\ieell tile late e'ncmics all(1 f.·icll(]S of 
the tYnited States, revived r(!volutioIl81"Y feeHngs 
in tile brea:,ts of 111c citizClIS, Illld Cililsted tile 
strongest pa~:;ions of IUlDian. nature against the 
one, alld ill favollr of tIle otller. J\ wist} for tile 
success of- F.-alice \vas cllillost ullivcrsal· 1\11d nlall~· 

, ~o 

were willing 10 huzard the peace of their country, 
by taking'an active part in tile wur in ht-:r fa,·our. 
The pl'ochunation \Vas nt variance with the feel
ings mid the passions of a lal'gc p.)rtioll of the ci .. 
tizens. T\) compd t~ie obset"vancc of neutrality 
unf)er tl)~se cirt.:llolst'lllces, \VllS no eas,' matter~ ., 

.J-lit hertu 'V ilshington had the people with him; 
but iu this casf' a lalogc Pl'opolotion was 011 the 
other side. llis res(Jltlti')ll \\'8S llcvertllcless lill .. 

shuk{,ll; and at the risk of popularity he pcr:;lsted 
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in promoting t.he real good of his fellow-citizens, c~tt· 
in opposition to theil" own mistaken wishes and _____ __ 

• 
VI(~\\'S. 

rrhe ti(le of popular opinion ran as strongly 
against Bl'itaill as in favour of France. ~rhe (01°

mer was accused of instigating the Indians to act~~ 
of hostility agaim;t the U aited States; of impressin~; 
their sailors; ofillt"gally capturing their ships; and 
of stIrring up the Aigerines against then.. Thp. 
whole of this hostility was referred to a jealousy 
of th<"' gl"owing inlportance ~f the UllitedSrates. 
~lotinllS were nlade in Congress fOlo sequestering 
dt:bts due to British subjects; for entering into 
commercial hostility with Great-Britain, and even· 
for jllterdi{!t.illg all intercourse with Iler, till she 
pursup(l other measure3 with respect to the Uni· 
ted Stutes. 'Every appearance portended imme
diate war hehveen the two countries. The pas
sionateadanit"ers of F.oance wished for it; while 
others, more attached to' British systems, dreaded 
a war with Grcat-Bdtain, as being likely to throw 
the Ullitec.t States' illto tl1C arms of France. III 
this slate of thing~, when war seemed inevitable. 
tb~ Presi,lent conlposedthe troubled sccme by no
minating John Jay, in April, 1794, Envoy Extra
ordil1nrvto tile court of Lou,lon. . R_vtllis nlea-

. ~ . 
aune a truce \Va~ obtained, nnd that finally ended 
ill an adjustment of the Iloints in conh"o\Jcrsy be
tweetl tile t\VO coullt.ries. l·'lC exercise of the. 
constit.utional right of the Ploesident to iaegociate, 
virtually suspended all hostile J,egislative Dlea
sures; tor these could 1Iot with delicacy or propri
ety be urged, while the exccuth-e was in the act 
of treating for an amicable adjustment of diRer-
-ences. 
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CHAP. A treaty between the United States and G l'eat .. 
x I I, n·· I I f h'" 1"} , 

____ It l"ltaln ",'as t le rest) tot IS tnlSSl011. liS \"as 
1794 pl'onounced by Ml'. Jay, " to be the best tha\' W;\S 

to 
1796. attainable, and whicll lle believed it for tllE' illte .. 

rest of the IT n ited States to accept." 'Vh lIe the 
treaty was before the Senate for consideration, 
a melnber, COlltrar)T to tile rllles of tilat bOlly, 
furnished an editor of a newspa.per with a copy 
of it. l'his being published, opel'ated like a 
spark of fire applied to combustible materials. 
rl'he angry passions which for some short tIme 
l1ac1 beel1 Slllotllered, broke Ollt afresll. Sorne 
went so far as to pronounce the treaty a surren
der of their power to their late enemy, Great
Britaill, and a derelictioll of tlleir tried fi'lelld alld " 
ally, France. The more moderate said, that too 
much was given, and too little received.' Meet
ings of the people were held at Boston, New
York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Charleston, and 
several other places, in which the treaty was pro
nounced to be unworthy of acceptance, and peti
tions were agreed UPO!1 alld forwarded to tile 
I>l'esident, ul'ging him to refuse his signatl'll'C to 
tIle obnoxious instrllmellt. 

Ttl€Se agitations furnislled matter for se.~·iollS 
reflection tC) tIle Presidellt, l)ut they did not 3.0-ect 
11is COllduct, tll0l1!.{11 tiley illduced a reitera1ed 
examination of the subject. In a private letter to 

· a friend, after reciting the importance of the crisis, 
he added-" There is but one straight course, 
alld ti1at is to seek trutll and to pursue it steadi
ly." It is probable that he had early made up 
his m.ind to ratify the treaty as better than none, 
and infinitely better than war; but regretted that 
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it was so gellerally .dislikec], allrt consiclerecl l)y ClIAP. 
~.. XII. 

many as made with a design to oppress the .-, __ ___ 
FI'f'l1ch Rt)public. U ndel' the weight of his high 
resl)()nsilJililY, IlC consoled Illnlself, " t118.t ill tin.e , 

when passion shall have yielded to reason; the 
current may po~sibly turu." Peace with all the 
wodd was his POliCY, whel'e it could be .preserved 
"vIti) IlOtl0Ul". ,,7 ar lIe COllsidered as. all evil of' 
such magnitude, as never to be entered upon 

. without the most iD,lperious necessity. The mis
sion of ~/Ir. Jay was his last effort for the preserv
ation of peace wit~l Great-Britain. The rt:jection 
of the treaty which resulted from this mission, he 
considered as the hal'binger of wat'; for negocia
tion having failed to redl'ess grievances, no alter
native but war was left. By this prudent conduct, 
the rising states "vere preserved ·ill peace, bllt tll~ 
bickerings of the citizens among themselves, and 
their animosities against Great-Britain, still conti
nued. The popularity of the President for the 
present was diminished; but on this he had count
ed. In a letter to Gen. Knox, l1e observes
" Next to a conscientious discharge of my public 
duties, to carry along with me the approbation of 
my constituents, would ~e the highest gratifica
tion of which my mind is susceptible. But the 
latter being secondary, I cannot make the former 
yield to it, unless some criterion more infallible 
than partial, (if they are not party,) meetings, can 
'be disc()vered as tile tOllcllstolle of public senti
ment. If any person on earth could, or the Gl'eat 
Power allove would erect tIle stalldard of illfallibi
lity in political opinions, no being that inhabits 
this terrestrial glohe, would re~ort to it with morp 
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CHAP. eagerness than myself, so long as I remain a set' .. 
XII • 

..... __ vant of tile Pllblic. Bllt as I 'Ilave Il~tllerto f{)lltld 

1794 
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1796. 

no better guide than upright intentions~ and dose 
investigation, I shall adhere to them while I keep 
tIle \Vatcll." . 

. After the treaty was duly ratified, an attempt 
was made to render it a dead Jettel', by refusing 
the appropriations of money necessary to carry it 

,into effect. Preparatol'y to tllis, a motion \vas 
nlade for the adoption of a resolution to request 
the Pl'esident to lay before the House of Repre
sentatives a copy of his instructions to Mr. Jay, 
together with the correspondence. and othel' do
cuments relative to the treaty with Great-Britain. 
This involved a new question, where the treaty 
making power was constitutionally lodged? The 
debate was animated and vehement. Appeals 
were made botll to reason anll pa.s,\ioll. l\fler a 
discussion of more than twenty days, the motion 
was carried in the aflirrnative. by a luajority of 
25 votes. \\,-rilen the reso]ution was prese11ted to 
tIle President, he replied----" 'I'llat Ile \voilid take 
time to consider it." His situation was peculiar
ly delicate; the passions of the people were 
strongly excited against the treaty; the popularity 
of the demand being- solely fOl' information; the 
hu'ge m~jority by which the vote was carried; the 
suspicions that would probably attach in case of 
refLJSai, t11at circumstances 11(1(1 occllrred ill tIle 
COllrse ,()f tile negociatioll \\'llieil tlle IJresidellt was 
afraid to publish, added to other weighty consi
de'ratiollS, ",'ouid llave illduced millds ot- an or
dinary texture, to yield to the request. ,""it h 
Washil1gton, popularity was only a secondary ob .. 
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ject. To follow the path of duty and the public 
good was a primary one. He had sworn to " pre
sef\7e, protect, and defend the constitution." In 
his opinion the treaty .. making power was exclu
sively given by the people in convention to the 
executive, and that the public good l'equired that 
it should be so exercised. Under tIle itlfluence 
of these solemn obligations, he returned the fol
lowing answer to the resolution which had been 
present~d to him. · 

" Gentlemen qf tke HOUlt of,Reftre,mtativea, 

" With tIle lltmost attention I have considered 
yaur resolution of the 24th iust. requesting me to 
Jay before your house a copy of the instructions 
to the minister of the United States, who negoci. 
ated the treaty with the king of Great-Britain, to~ 
gether with the correspondence and other docu
ments relative to that treaty, excepting such of 
the said papers as any existing negociation may 
render improper to be disclosed. 

" In deliberating upon this subject, it was im
possible fOl' me to lose sight of the principle which 
some have avowed in itsdiscussiol1, or to avoid 
extending my views to the consequences which 
must flow from the adulission of that principle. 

" I trust that no part of nly conduct has ever 
indicated a diiposition to withhold any informa
tion which the constitution has enjoined it upon 
the President as a duty to give, or which could 
be required of him by either house of Congl'css 
as a rigllt; and \vith trutll I afiirln, that it llas 
been, as it will contintle to be, while I llave tile 
honour to preside in the government, my COQu 

2M 

CHAP. 
XII. 

• 
1794 
to 

1796. 
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CHAP. stant ende,a'lOllr to harnlonize witl) tlle 'otller l)rall~ 
XII. 

___ clles thereof, so far as 111e trtlst delegated to Ine 
1794 

to 
1790, 

by the people of the United States, ann my sense 
oftll€ ol)] igation it imposes, " to pl"eSer\te, protect,. 
and df-fend the constitution," win permit. 

" The nature of foreign n~gociations requires 
caution, and their success must often deppnd on 
secrecy; and even when brought to a conclusion, 
a full disclosure o.f all the measures, o€rnands, or 
evelltllal cOllcessions, w11icll may llave been, pro
posed o.r contemplated, would be extremely im
politic; for this might ha\7e- a pel'nici'ous influence 
on future negociations, or produce ilnmediate in
conveniences, perhaps danger and mischief, to 
other persons. The necessity of such caution and 
secrecy was one cogent reason for vesting the 
power of making treaties in the President, with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, the princi;
pie on wllich that body was formed confining it to 
a small number of menlbers. 

" 'fo admit then a right in the l-Iouse of Repre
sentatives. to delnand, alld to llave as a matter of' 
course, all the papers respecting a negociatiolt 
with a foreign power, would be to establish a 
{langt~rous precedeIlt. 

'" It does. not occur tllat the illspection of tIle 
papers asked for,_ can be relative to any purpose 
under the cognizance of the I-louse of Represen
tatives, except that of an impeachment, which the 
resolution has not expressed. I repeat that I have 
no disposition to withhold any information which 
the duty of my station will permit, or the public 
good shall require, t.o be uisc1osed; and in fact 
all the papers affecting the negociation with '3reat·, 
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. llrita,lll "V(~l'e laid before tI1e Sellate "vllell tIle ellA)l. 
Xli. 

treaty itself was comnll111icated for tlleir COllsider- __ _ 
'" 

atioll alld a(lvice. 
" Tile COllrse \\711i(~ll tI1e (lebate 113,S take11 on 

tIle resoll1tiol1 of t1le llollse, leads to some ol)ser
vations on the mone of making treaties under the 
constitutiorl of tile United States. 

" Having been a member of the general 'con
vention, and knowing the pl'inCiples on which the 
eOI:lstittltioll \t,,·as formed, I lla\Te ever elltertained 
but one opinion upon this subject-; and from the 
first establishment of the government t.o this n10-

Inent, my conduct has exemplified that opillion
That the power of making treaties is exclu.sively 
vested in the President, by and with tbe advice 
and consent of the Senate, provided tw()-thirds of 
the Senators present conCUl·.; and that every trea
ty so made alld pronluJgated, tllenceforward be-

. conies tIle Jaw of tile land. It· is tlluS ttlat tile 
treaty-nlaking power has been understood by fo
l,eign nations; and in all the t.f(.~aties made with 
them we have declared, and they ,have believed, 
t.hat when ratified by the President with the ad
v ice alld (;Onsellt of tile Sellat(~,. tlley become obi i
gatory. In this constl'uction of the constitution, 
every I-louse of Representatives has hcretofotoe ac
quiesced, and, until the pr~sent time, not a doubt 
or suspicion has appeared to my knowledge that 
this construction was not the true olle. Nay, they 
ha,'e more than acquiesced; for until llOW, with
()ut COlltrovertillg tile obligation of silell treaties, 
they have made aU the requisite provisions. fOI' 

carJ·)'illg tllem into effect. 
" Tilere is also rcaSOll to believe tlU\t tllis COll~ 

- .. 

1794 
to 
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CHAP. struction agrees with the opinions entertained by 
XII . 

........ ____ the state conventions, when they were delibera~. 
1794-

to 
1796. 

ing 011 the constitution, especially by those who 
objected to It; because there was 110t required ill 
conlmercial treaties the COIlsent of two-thirds of 
tile wllole nunlber of tile melllbers of tlle Senate, 
instead of two-thirds of the Senators present j and 
because in treaties respecting t~rritorial and cer· 
tain other rights and claims, the concurrence of 
t)lree-fourtlls of tile whole number of the members 
of both bouses respecti\Oely was not made necessary. 

" It is a fact declared by the gE!Deral convention, 
and Ul1 i versal) v understood, tllat tile COllstitutiou .,. 
of the United States was tbe result of a spirit of 
amity and nlutllal concession; and it 'is well 
knOlvn tilat ullder tllis influence, the slnaller states 
were admitted to an equal representation in the 
Senate with the larger states, and that this branch 
of the government was invested with great pow
ers; for on the equal participation of those pow
ers, the sovereignty and political safety of the 
smallel· states were deemed" essentially to de-
pend. 

" If other proof." than these, and the plain lettel' 
of the constitution itself, be necessary to ascertain 
the point under consideration, tbEy may be found 
in the journals of the general convention, which I 
have deposited in the office of the department of 
state. III these journals it will appear that a pro
I)osition was made 'that no treaty should be bind
ing on the United States w"hich was not ratified 
by a law;' and that the proposition was explicit
ly rejected. 

" As therefore it is perfectly clear to my under-
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standing, that the assent of the House of Repre- c~~~. 
sentatives is not ne~essary to the ,ralidity of a __ _ 
treaty; as the treaty with Great·Britain exhjbits 
in itself all the o~jects requiring legislative provi~ 
sion, and on these the papers called for can throw 
no ligllt; alld as it is esse11tial to tile due adntini
stration of the goverllm"el1t, tllat tile bOllndaries 
fixell by tile constitution betweell tile different .. 
departments should be preserved-a just regard 
to the constitution and to the duty of my office, 
under all tile circnmsta.tlCes of tIlis case, forbid a 
compliance with your request." 

" Though ,the call for papers was unstlccessful, 
the favourers of the resolution for that plll'pose 
opposed the appropriations necessary to carry 
the treaty into effect; but, frOftl the firmness of the 
President, the ground was altered. The treaty was 
ratified, and proclaimed to the public as constitu .. 
tionally obligato.·y on the citizens. To refuse 
appropriations for car.·ying it into effect, would 
not only incur the high responsibility of breaking 
the public faith, but Iuake a scbislD in the gQvern
rnent between the executive and legis)athre de
partments. After long and vehement debates, in 
which argument and passion were both resorted 
to, with the view of exposing the merits and de
merits of the treaty, the resolution foJ' bring.ing in 
the laws necessary to carry it into effect, was car~ 
ried by a majority of th,'ee, Though ill this dis~ 
cussion 'Vashiugtoll had no direct ageney, yet 
the final result in fa\'olU' of the treaty was the 
consequence of the measures he had previously 
adopted, For having ratified the treaty and pub
lisllcd it to the \vorld as the law of tile lanu, all,l 

1794 
to 

179~. 



C~I1P' having in hi~ answer to the 1l'equest of the Hou~e 
___ of Representatives, plooved that he had a constitu-

1794 
<to 

1796. 

tiol1al rigIlt so to do, tIle la\vs l1ecessary for gi\rir1g 
effect to tIle treaty, could not. lle \vitlll1eld \vith-

"" 
Ollt IlaZar{lillg tIle most Seri()llS cOllsequellces. 

"fIle trca,t j' \\,11icll ,vas tlluS cal·l·ied. illto opera
tion, produced more good and less evil than was 
a.pprehended. It compromised ancient differen
ce~, produced amicable dispositions, and a fl'iend
]y intercourse. It brought round :. peaceable 
snnender of the British posts, and cOlnpel1sation 
for American vessels illegally captured. ~rhol1gh 

it gave up some favourite principles, and some of 
its articles relative to comm(,;rce were deemed l111-

equal, yet from Britain, as a great naval powel' 
holding "ahrabJe colonies 311d foreign possessions, 
nothing better, either with or without the treaty, 
could Itave been obtained. 

After the lapse of ten years has cooled the 
millds bOlll of the friends ao(l enemies of tile 
treaty, most Olen will acknowledge that the mea
iures adopted by Washington with respect to it 
were founded in wisdom; proceeded from the 
purest. putriotism; were carried through with un
comm'Oll firmness; and finally f~ventunted in ad
vancing theinterests of his (!ountl·Y. 

Thorny and difficult as \Vas the line of policy 
proper to be pursued by 'Va.shington with respect 
to nritain, it was much more so in regalod to 
France. l'he re\"Olllt 1011 il} F.'allee, and ttlt~ (~S
tal>lisllmellt of tile COllstitllti<')'l of tile U Iliteel Statt"'s, 
lVere nearly cotemporary crcnls. 'l'ill ahout the 
year 1793, perfect harmony subsisted between the 
t\\'O countries; 1~)llt ftronl 1ile comOlellceOlent of- t he 
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\va.' between Frallce alld England, tIle- gr1eatest CHAP. 
XII. 

address was requisite to prevent the United States ---, I 

fronl being involved in war with one 01" the other, 
:llld sometiOlf'S ",-ittl botll. Good \vill to Fl'ance, 
and hat,·ed t() BI'itaitl, \\T°t-tiell llad prevailed lD"-'e or 
less f.'om the peace of 17~3, revived with a great 
itlC\·case of fi)rce 011 the breaking out of \var l)e-
tween the two countries. rrhese dispositions wca'c 
greatly increased by the arrival of Mr. Genet, the 
first lVIinister Plenipotentiary from therepnblic 
of France to the United States. He landed Ap."jJ 
8th, 1793, at Charleston, S. C. the contiguity of 
\vhicll to tile 'Vest-Illdies, fitte(l it to be a con\'c-
nient resort fOl" prh·atecr~. By the C;O\<el'l1or of 
the state, 'V n1, ~fonltrie, and the citizens, he 
was receiyed with ardour app."oacbing to enthusi-
asm. During his stay, which was for several 
days, he receh'ed unequivocal proofs oftbe Wal"m-

cst attachment to his person, his country, alld its 
cause. J.:ncooraged by these evidences of the 
good wishes of the people fOl" the success of the 
Frellch re\'olution, Ile undertook to autllo .. ize the 
fitting and arming of ,'essels in that port, enlist .. 
ing nleu, and giving commissions to ,·essels to 
cruise all<l cOOllnit Ilostilities on llatiollS \yitb 
WhORl the United States were at peace. The 
captures made by these cruisen were to· be tl'ied, 
cOlldclDtled, and sold, llllcler tile authol·itv of Ge .. . ' 

net, who had not yet been recognized a~ a public; 
Minister by the government. 
, Similar Illarks of elltllusiastic attacllOlent \vere 
lavished on Genet as be passed through the cOlin .. 
try between Chal"leslon and Phihlder()hia. .At 
(~ra~"s ierry, o\'er the Schuylkill. he was melt h~ 

1794 
to 

17~6. 
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cl·o\vds Wl10 t1ocke(l to do hOllou,r to th(~ first am. CHi\P. 
XII. 

_ .. _- bassador of a republican allied nation. On the 
1794 

to 
1796. 

day after his arrival in Philadelphia, he received 
addl~esses from societies {lnd the illhabit.ants, W'!10 

expresse(l tlleir gratitude for tIle aids fllrnislled 
bv tl"le Fl~ellcll natioll to tIle United States ill 

" 

their iait:~ struggle for liberty and independence" 
alld Ullb(\Ullded exultation at the Sllccess of tIle 
Fl·ellch atms. Gellet's ans\vers to these ,addre~ses 
were well calculated to preserv.e the idea of a 
complete fraternity-between the two nations) and 
that tlleir illterests ,vere t)1e same. 

After Genet t\ad been thus accredited by the 
citizens of Philadelphia, bel was presented to the 
Pl'esident, and, received with expressions of a sin. 
cere and, cOf(lial reg:lrd for llis nation. In tIle 
conversat]10ns,which took place on the occasion, 
Mr. Genet gave the most explicit assurances that 
France did not \\7ish to engage the United States 
in the war between his countl'y and Great-Bri
tain. 

\VhiIe }VIr. Genet was receiving these flattering 
marks of" attentio'n from tile peoIlle, the British 
minister preferred a long catalogue of complaints 
against his proceedings at Charle!"ton. This·.was 
founded on the acts already mentioned, which 
were calculated to make tile United States instru
nlents of hostility in the hands of France, against 
tllose lvith whom stle was at war. l-'llese \\'ere 
farther aggravated by actual' hostilities in the 
territories of the United States. l~he ship Grange, 
a British vessel, was captured by the ~'rench fri
gate l' .A.m buscade, within the Capes of the Dela
ware,. while on her way from Philadelphia 'to the 
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ocean, Of this ship, and of other illegal prizes CHAP. 

which were in the power of the American guvet'l1- _X_l1_ ...... 

mellt, the Britisll nlln ister demanded restltutioll. 
The cabinet council of Washington was una

nimous that ev€ry independent nation was exclu
sively sovereigll in its own territories, and tilat 
the proceedings complained of were unwarranted 
usurpations of sovereignty, and violations of neu-
trality; and therefore must in future be prevented. 
It was also agl'eed that the efficacy of the laws 
should be tried against tl10secitizellS of t11e U ni-
ted States· who had joined in the ofrences com-
plained of, The restitution of the Grange was 
also agreed to; but on the propriety of el1forcing 
tIle restitution of prizes made on the 11igll seas, 
there was a diversity of sentiment, the Secretaries 
of the l'reasury and of \Var being for it, and the 
Secretary of State and the Attorney General 
against it. TIle pr;.nciples on Wllicll· a concur-
rence of sentiment had taken place being consi-
dered as settled,theSecretal'Y of State was desired 
to commUllicate tllem to tile Ministers of France 
alld of Britain; alld circular letters were written 
to the GovernOl~s of the several states, requiring 
them to co-operate witl1 force, if llecessary, to ex-
ecute tIle rules Wllicll lla,d been agreed upon. 

Mr. Genet was highly dissatisfied with these 
determinatiol.1S, alld COllsidered tllem as subver
sive of the treaty between the United States and 
France. His representations induced a re-consi .. 
deration of the subject; but on the most dispas .. 
sionate review of it, no reason appeared for an al .. 
teration of any pm't of the system. The minister 
filf Ft'ance was further infol'med, that in the opi-

~2 N 
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CH.A.P. 11ioll of tIle President, t1le 'Tessels ",llicll 11ad beell 
XII. 

illegally equipped, should depart from the ports of 
1794 t 11e U 11 j ted States. 

to 
1796. 

.. 

~'fl·. Genet, ,adhering to his 0\\,11 construction 
of t11e treaty l)ci\lveen I.irallce 311d tIle United 

v 

States, would not acqniesce in those decision~ of 
the government. Intoxicated with the flattering 
attcl1tiol1S he llatl rcrci,re(l, a11d ignorallt of tile 
firl1l11eSS ot~ tIle execlltive,' 11e seenlS to l1ave ex
pected that the popularity of his nation and its 
calls-e, \,~olll(l enable Ilin1 to lllldermine the execu
ti ve,' or render it stl bserv·iellt to Ilis ,Tiev\'s. 

Abollt tl1is till.le, t\VO citizens of tile United 
Stat.es who had been engaged in Charleston by 
Mr. Gellet, to cruise ill tile service of France, 
were arrested by the civil authority, in pursuance 
of the determ illation formed by government to 

• 
prosecute I)ersort~"'l10 11ad offended agaillst tIle 
laws. 1\11'. Gellet dClnaocled tlleir reletl,se as 
French citi7;ens, in the most extraordinary terms. 
This \vas refused; but on trial they were acquitted 
by the verdict of a jury. 

I'he l\-liuister cf the French l'cpuLlic war. en
couraged 1.0 this line of opposition, by a belief 
that the sentiment.s of the people were in his fa
vour. So extravagant was tll(~ir enthusiastic de
vote(j11ess to Ftall(~C; S() H.c'riJTIf)lliollS \vere tlleir 
eKpressiolls against all the powers at war with 
the new ccpu bl ie, that a person less sanguine than 

·1\.fr. Genet might have cileri~heJ the hope of be
ing able to succeed so far with the people, as, with 
theil' ~upport, ultimately to triumph ovt'r the op ... 

, position He t'xpcricnced. ,At civic festivals, the 
.tisigns of France were displayed in union with 
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those of Anlerica; at these the cap of liberty CHAP, 

passed frotll head to head, and toasts "",,ere given. XII. 
I 

expressive of the fraternity of the two nations, 1794 
to 

The proclamation of l1eutnllity was treated as a 1796. 

royal edict, which demonstl'ated the disposition of 
the government to break its COl1neXlons with 
France, and dissolve the friendship which united 
the people of the two republics. I'he scenes of 
the revolutionary war we)"e brought into view; 
the effects of British hostility against the lTnited 
St.ates, ailll of Frencll aids botl1 ~n Inell and. rl10-

ney ill tlleir faVOIIJ~, \\?ere l)ailltC(1 ill gIO\\Ti11g 
colours. The enmity of Bfitain to the United 
States was represented as continuing undiminish-
ed ; and in proof of it tllcir detention of tIle \vest-
ern posts, alld tllcil' cxcitiLlg from ttJese stations 
the neighboul,jng Indians to make war on the 
frontier sett.lers, ",rere urged \~·itll great vellelnence, 
and contrasted with the amicable dispositions pro
fessed b~y the Frcllcll rC[)lll)lic. It \\'~lS il)(ligllallt-
ly asked, should a friend and all enemy he t .. eated 
with equal favour ~ By declamations of this kind 
daily issuing from the pl'ess, the public luind was 
so intlall1cd against tlJC executive, t11at GCllet, 
calculatlllg 011 tlle partial-i ties t)f tile peOI)ie, 0IJCll-

ly insulted the government; and, adbering to his 
own construction of the treat.y, that he had a right 
to d.o as 11e llad (10l1e, tl'lreatcllcd to allpeal to tIle 
sovereign people agalllst theil' l>resiucllt, 

To presel've neutrality in such a cl'isis, was no 
easy luatter. 'Vashington, adhering to the pl'in
ciples avowed in his late l'l'oclamalH)[), and em
bodied in the declaration of independence, " that 
tile U llitec States 'VOllld llold all mallkind enemies 



CHAP. in war and friends in peace," exerted all his au-
XII. 1 b I ___ thority and influence to keep t le a ance even 
1794 

to 
1796. 

between the bel1igerents*. 
It was at length resolved by 'Vashington to 

illstrllct Mr. ~1orrjs, tile l\finister of tl)'e lilited 
Stat.es at Pal'js, to request the recp.ll of Mr. Genet; 
and tllat ~lr. ~forris s110uld be furnislled witll all 
the necessary documents to evince the propriety of 
the request. 'Vhat was a.sked was granttd ; and 
Mr. Genet's conduct was disapproved hy his go
vernment. Mr. Fauchet was appointed his suc
cessor, who was succeeded h.Y Mr. Adet. The 
latter brougllt \vitil llim tIle colollrs of Frallce, 
willell 11e \\?as ,directed to preSetlt to tlle United 
States. To answer the animated speech of Mr. 
Adet on his presenting the colours, required ad
dress-The occasion required something affection
ate and complimentary to the French nation; and 
yet the guarded pol icy of ,\V ashi ngton forbade the 
utterance of any sentiments which might be im
propel' ill the chief magistrate of a neutral coun
try, when addl'essing the representative of one of 
the belligerent powers. Impressed with tllis dou
ble view, the President made tl~e following reply: 

" Born, sir, in a land of ) iherty; having early 
Jearned its value; having engaged in a perilous 
conflict to defend it; having, in a word, devoted 

• If ,\VaehirJgton and Horace had been cotemlloraries, the 

world \vould have supposed tllat the latter ]lad the former in llis 
eye, when he penned his famous ode--

" Justum & t'enacem propositi virunl 

" ]~on civium ardor p~ava jubentium, 
,e Non vultus instantis tyranni 

" Mente quatit solida-." 
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the best years of my life to secure its permanent CHAP .. , 

. XII. 
establIshment in my own country; my anxious _-....-._ 
recollections; my sympathetic feelings; and my 
best wishes, are irresistibly attracted, whensoever, 
in any country, I see an oppressed nation unfurl 
tIle 11anners of freedom.. But above all, tIle events 
of the French revolution have produced the deepest 
solicitude, as well as the highest admiration. To 
call your nation brave, were to pronounce but 
common praise. Wonderful people! ages to 
come will read widl astonishment the history of 
your brilliant exploits. I r~joice that the period 
of your toils and of your immense sacrifices is ap~ 
proaching. I r~joice that the interesting revohl~ 
tionary movements of so mallY years 11a\re issued 
in the formation of a constitution designed to 
give permanency to the great object for which 
you have contended. I r~joice that liberty, 
which you have so long embraced with enthusi-
asm; liberty, of which you have been the invinci-
ble defenders, now finds an asylUln- in the bosom 
of a regularly ol'ganized government; a govern-
ment, whkh, being- fot'med to secure the happi-
ness of the French people, corresponds with the 
ardent wishes of my heart, while it gratifies the 
pride of every citizen of the United States by its 
resemblance to their own. On these glorious 
events, accept, sir, my sincere congratulations. 

" In delivering to you these sentiments, I ex
press not my own feelings only, but those of my 
fellow-cit.izens, in relation to the commencement, 
tile progress, and i~le issue, of tile FreIle}) revolu
tion; and they will certainly join with me in 
purest wishes to th~ Supreme Being, that the ci-

1794 ' 
to 

1796 .. 
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CHAP. tizens of our sister Republic, our magnanimous 
XII. 
~ __ allies, may soon enjoy in peace that liberty which 

1794 
to 
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they have purchased at S!l great a. price, and all 
tIle llappil1ess tllat lil'crtjr caLl bestow. 

" I recei\~e, sir, ,·vitI} li·rel.y SCllSil)ility, tlle Sj~nl
bol of the triulllpllS allU of tIle illfrallciliselllellts of 
your nation, the Colours of France, which you 
bave now presented to the U 11 ited States. The 
transaction will be announced to Congress, and 
the colours will be deposited with the archives of 
tIle United States, \vhicll are at once the evillellce 
and the memorials of their freedom and indepen
dence. 1\lay these be perpetual! anu may the 
friendsllip of the t\VO republics l)e commellSllrate 
witll tlleil· existence! " 

The successors .of Gellet COlltillued to trea<l ill 
his steps, but with less violence. They made fre
quent complaints of particular cases of hardship 
which gl'ew out of the war, ana out of the rules 
lvhicll had beel} establislled by tile executive \\~itll 
regard to shi ps of war, cruisers, and their prizes. 
They complained particularly that in the t .. eaty 
with Great-Britain, the principle of " free ships 
making free goods," was given up; and urged the 
injustice, white french cruisers were restrained 
by treaty from taking English goods out of Ante· 
rican bottoms, tllat Englisll cruisers SllOui(l be li
berated from tile SUtlle rt~str~lillt .. III vaill di(l tile 
executive SllOW a \villillglless to release Frallce 
fronl the pressure of a situation in which she had 
voluntarily placed herself. Private explana.tions 
were made, that neither the late treaty made with 
Britain, nor 'he arrangements g"ow ing out of it, 
furnished any real cause of complaint to france. 
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'Vith the saIne conciliatory view, Washington ap~ CHAP. 
XII. 

pointed Gen. Pinckney Minister Plenipotentiary __ _ 
to the French repn blic, " to maintain that good 
nndel'standing, which, from the commencement 
of tIle alli-ance,llu(1 su bSlste(l bet"reen tile t\VO na
tions, and to efface unfavourable impressions, ba-
nish suspicion, an u restore that cordiality which 
was at once the evidence and pledge of a friendly 
union." The Dit'ectory having inspected his let .. 
ter of credence, announced their haughty deter
Dlination, " not to receive anottler ~{inister from 
the lJ llited States, until after a redress of grievan-
Ct~S demanded of the American government, which 
the French republic had- a right to expect from 
it." This was followed 1>ya written mandate to 
Gen. Pinckney, to qu.it the territories of the re-
public. To complete the system of hostility, 
.American vessels, WllerC\TCr found, were captured 
b\'" Frellcll cruisers. 

eI 

From this mission 'Va~11ington expected an ad .. 
justment of all points in dispute between France 
and the United States. III his opinion, the failure 
of it was owing to a belief that the American 
people were in unison with France, and in oppo
sition to their own government; and that high
tOlled Ine"lsures on tlle 11art of l~rallce, \\'ou1d in· 
duce a change of rulers in the United States. Be .. 
fore tIle reSlllt of tile' missioll ,"'as kl10\Vn, 'Vas)l
ington had at his own request ceased to be Presi ... 
dent. I-Iaving made peace with the Indians, and 
adjusted all matteI'S in dispute with both Spain 
and Britaill, alld 110I)illg tllat all accon11110(iatioll 
would SOOI1 take place with France, after eight 
years servICe in t he high ofilce of President, at the 

1794 
to 

1796. 
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CHAP. commencement of which period he found the 
· XII. U __ ....... nited States in a miserable state of depression, 

1794 and at its conclusion, left them advancing with 
to 

1796. gigantic steps in agricultul'e, commerce, wealth, 
credit, and reputation, and being in the sixty
sixth year of Ilis age; lIe allnounced his. inten
tion of declining a re-election, in full time for the 
people to make up their mind ill t.he choice of his 
successor. Tllis was done in all address to tile 
people of the United Statles in the following 
words: 

" Friends alzd Felluw-citizel18, 

" The period fOl' a new ele'ction of a citizen to 
adlninister the executive government of tIle Ulli
ted States being not far distant, and the time ac-
tuaHy arrived when your thoughts must be em
ployed in designating the person who is to be 
clothed with that important trust, it appears to 
me proper, especially as it may conduce to a 
more distinct expression of the public voice, that 
I should now apl)rize you of the resolution I 
have formed, to decline being considered among 
the number of those out of·\\,ll0m the clloice is to 
be made. 

,c I beg you at the same time to do me the jus
tice to be assured, that this reSOltltion has not 
been taken, witllout a strict regard to all tile con
siderations appertaining to the relation which 
binds a dutiful citlZ~1l to his country; aod that 
in withdrawing the tender of service, which si
lence in my situation might imply, I am influenced 
by no diminution of zeal for your future intere~tj 
no deficiency of grateful respect for your past 
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kindness; but am supported by a full conviction, 
that the step is compatible with both. 

" The acceptance of, and continuance hitherto 
in, the office to which your suffrages have twice 
called me, have~ been an uniform sacrifice of incl i-
nation to the opinion of duty, and to a deference for 
what appeared to be your desire. I constantly 
hoped that it would have been much earlier in my 
powe.', consistently with motives whic'h I was 
not at Hbel'ty to disregard, to return to that re
tirement from \vhicll I llad been reluctantl v dra\vn • .. 
The strength of Iny inclination to do this, pre
vious to the last election, had even led to the pre
paration of an address to declare it to you; but 
Inature reflection on tIle tllell perplexed alld criti
cal posture of our affairs wiih foreign nations, 
an(1 the unaninlolls advice of pel'SOllS entitled to 
my confidence, impelled me to abandou t~e idea. 

" I rejoice that the state of your concerns, ex
terna~. as ,,'ell as illternal, 110 longer renders tile 

pursuit of inclination incompatible with the senti
ment of duty or propriety;. and am persuaded 
whatever partiality may be retained for my servi
ces, that in the present circumstances of ourcoun
try, you will not disapprove of nly determin-.tioD 
to retire. 

"The impressions with which I first under .. 
took the ardtlOOs trust, wer'e explained on tl·.ae 
proper occasion. In the discharge of this trust 
I will ·only say, that I have, with good inten
tiOtls, contrib'lted to\vards the ol'ganirJation and 
atlrnitlist"'atioll of tIle goverllment, the best exer
"tions· of which a very fallible judgment was capa-
ble. Not 'IncoIIscious, in ttle out-set, of tile in· 

2 0 
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• 



TH'E LIFE OF 

CHAP. 
XII . feriority of my qualifications, experience in my 

...... _- own eyes, perhaj)s still more in the eyes of others" 
1794 

to 
1796. 

has strengthened the motives to diffidence of my
se1f; . and every ,day the increasing weight of 
years ad'monishes me more and more, that the 
~hade of retirement is as necessary to me as it will 
be welcome. Satisfied that if any c~rcumstances 
have given peculiar value to my services, they 
were temporary, I have the consolation to believe, 
that while choice and prudence invite me to, quit 
the political scene, patriotism does not forbid it. 

" In looking f()fWat'ld ~o tile moment Wllicll is 
to terminate the career' of my Dolitical life, my 
feelings do not -permit me to suspend the deep 
ackno"'ledgment of tIl at debt of gratitllde Wllicll I 
owe to my bel?ved country, for the many honour' 
it hils conferred upon me; still more for the stead
~ast confidence with which it has supported me ;. 
and for the opportunities I have thence enjoyed 
of manifesting Iny inviolable attachment, by ser
vices faithful and persevering. tbough in useful-

I ness, unequal to my zea1. If benefits have result
ed to our country from these services, let it al
ways he remembered to your praise, and as an in
str\lct~ve example· in our annals, that un(ler cir
cumstances in \,'llicll the p.3.ssions, ag'itated in eve
ry jir.ectioB, were Hable to mislead-am·idst ap-

:. pearances· sometimes du.bious-vicissitudes of for
tune often .discouraging-in situations in which 
not llnfrequently want of success has countenan
ced tbe . .spir.it of criticism-the constancy of y~Ul' 
support was the e&sential prop of tbe efforts and 
a guarantee of the plans· by which they were ef
fected. Protoundly penetrated with this idea, I 
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shall carry it whh me to my grave, as a strong in-· CHAP. 
XII. 

dtement to unceasing wishes, that heaven may -.. __ __ 
continue to you the choicest tokens of its benefi
cence-that your union and brotherly affection 
may be pet'petual-that the free !Constitution, 
which is' the work of your hands, may he sacredly 
maintained-that its administration ill e·very de
partment may be stam'ped with wisdom and virtue 
~that, in fi·ne, the happiness of the peQple of these 
states, under ·the auspices of Ii herty , rna y be made 
complete, by so careful a preservation and so pru-
de,nta use·of this blessing, as wiH acquire to them 
the glory of recommending it to the applause, the 
affection, and the adoption, of every nation which 
is yet cl stra.nge{~ to it. 
· "I-Jere, per:ilaps, I ought to stop. But a soli
c.itude for your welfare, which cannot end but 
with my life, and the apprehension of danger na
tural to tl1at solicitude, urge me, on an occasion 
like tile present, to oiler to YO!lf. solemn contem
plation, and to rec:omnaend to your frequent re
view, some selltilnents, "VlliclJ are tile· result of 
muel1 reflection, of no illconsiderable observa
til)n, and which appear to me all-important to the 
permanency of your felicity as a people. These 
win be offered to you with the more freedom; as 
you can orily see in them the disinterested warn
iugs of a parting fdend, who. can possibly have 
no personal motive to bias his counsel. Nor can 
I forget, as an encoura.gement ~o it, your indul. 
gent reception of my sentiments on a former and 
not dissimilar occasion. 

" Interwoven as is the love of liberty with eve
ry 1igament of your hearts, no recommendation. 

1794 
to 

119'6. 
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CHAP, of mine is necessary to fortify or confirm the at
XII. 

______ tacllment. 
li94. 

to . 
1796. 

" rrhe unity of government, which constitutes 
you one people, is also now dear t.o you. It is 
justly so; for it is a nlain pil1ar in the edifice of 
your real independence; the support of your 
tranquillity at home; your peace abroad; of youI' 
safety, of your prosperity; of that very liberty 
which you so highly prize. But as it is easy to 
foresee, that from different (~allSes a.nd from differ
ent quarters, much pains will be taken, many arti
fices employed, to weaken in your minds the 
conviction of this trutl); as tllis is tIle point in 
your political fortress against which· the batteries 
of it1ternal al1d external enemies will be most 
constalltly and acti'\rely, (thougll often covertly allt.l 
insidiously,) directed, it is of infillite mon1ent, that 
you $hould properly estimate the immense value 
of your national union, to your collective and in .. 
dividual happiness; that you should cherish a cor
dial, habitual, and immoveable attachment to it ; 
accustoming yourselves to think and speak of it 
as of the palladium of your political safety and 
prosperity; watching for its pl'eservation with 
jealous anxiety; discountenancing whatever may 
suggest even a suspicion that it can in any event 
be ahHndoned; and indignantly frowning upon 
the fir:'G dawning of every attempt to alienate any 
pOl'tion of our countl'Y from the rest, or to enfEe
ble the sacred ties which now link together the 

• 
Val'J011 s parts. 

" For this you have every inducement of sym
pathy and interest. Citizens· by bil,th or choice 
of a common cOl1ntry J that country has a fight to 

[ 
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COn(~elltrate YOl,lr a,ffectioIlS. l~he name of AME- C·HAll. 
XIII. 

RICAN, which belongs to you in YOUl- national ca- __ _ 
pacity, must always exalt the just pride of patriot- 1~~4 
ism, more than any appellation deri ved f~om local 1796. 

discrirrlil1aliollS. "Titll sligllt Slla{le,s of difl'el'etlCe, '-, 

you have the same religion, manners, habits, and. 
political principles. You have 1n a common 
cause fought and triumphed together; the inde
pendence and liberty you p'lssess, are the work of 
joint councils, and joint efforts-of cotnmon dan
gers, suflerillgs, and Sllccesses. 

" -But these considerations, however powerfully 
they address themselves to your sensibility, are 
greatly outweighed by those which apply more 
.immediately to your interest. Here ~very por-
tion of our countt'y finds the most commanding 
motive~ for carefully guardirFg and preser~ing the 
tlnioIl of tIle wI-lote. 

" Tile nortll, ill an unrestrai'ned interCOl.lrSe with 
the soutit, protected by the equal laws of a com-
mon government, finds in the productions of the 
],ltter,gr,eat additional resources of nlaritim·e and 
commercial enterprise, and precious materials of 
manufacturing industry. The south in the same 
intercourse, benefiting by the agency of the north, 
sees its agriculture grow and its comnlerce ex
pand. Turning partly ioto its own channels the 
seamen of the north, it finds its particula.r naviga
tion invigorated-and while it contributes, in dif
ferent ways, to nourish and increase the general 
lnass of the national navigation, it looks forward 
to the protection of a nlaritime strength, to which 
itself is unequally adapted. The east, in like in
tercourse with the west, already finds, alld in the 

I 
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CHAP. progressive improvement of interior communica. 
XII. 

------ tions, by land and water, will more and more find 
1794 a va1l1able vent for the commodities whicll it 

to 
1796. brings from abroad, or manufacturf$ at home. 

The west derives from t.he east supp1.ies requisite 
to its growth and comfort-and what is perhaps 

, of still greater consequence, it must of necessity 
owe the secure enjoyment of indispensable outlets 
for its own productions, to the weight, influence, and 
tbe future maritime strength of the Atlantic side 
of the union, directed by an indissoluble commu
nity of interest as one nation. Any' other tenure 
by which the west can hold this essential advan
tage, wllether derive4 fi"om its own separate 
strengtll, or from arl apostate and unnatural con
nexioo wjth any foreign power, must be intrinsi .. 

,!> • 

" caHy precarious. 
" While then every part of our country thus feels 

an immediate and particular interest in union, all 
the parts combined cannot fail to find in the 
united mass of means and efforts, greater strength, 
greater resource, proportionably greater security 
from external danger, a less frequent interruption 
of theil" peace by foreign nations; and, what is 
of itlcstinlable value, tiley nlust derive from ullion 
'an exemption from those uroils and wars between 
themselves which so frequently afflict neighbour
ing countries, not tied together by the same go- · 
vernmellt; \,tllicll tlleir 0\'111 rivoa.lships alone WOllld 

be sufficient to produce; but which opposite fo
reigtl allitlncc~, attacl1nlcnts, and il-lti'igues, \VOllld 

stimulate and embitter. lienee likewise they will 
avoid the necc;~it.Y of those overgrown military 
establishments, which, under any form of govern-. . 
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ment, are inauspicious to liberty, and which are c~~~. 
to be regarded· as particularly hostile to repubH-. - _ 
can lil)erty. In this sense it is, that your union 1794 

to 
ought to be considet'ed as a main prop of your 1796. 

liberty, and that the love of the one ought'to en-
dear to you the preservation of the other. 

" These considerations speak a persuasive lan
guage to evei"Y reflecting and virtuous mind, and 
exhibit the continuance of Ule union as a primary 
object of patriotic desire. Is there a doubt wheth
er a common goverllment call em hra.ce so larg~ a 
sphere? Let experience solve it. To listen to 
mere slleculation in suel} a case were crimillal. 
'" e are authorized to hope that a proper organi
zation of the w hole, with the auxiliary agency of 
governments for the respective subdivisions, win 
afford a happy issue to the experiment. It is well 
North a fair and full experiment. 'Vith such pow
(~rful and ob,,·iOtlS motives to ullion, affecting all 
part.s of our country, while experience shall not 
have demonstrated its impracticability, there will 
always be reason to distrust the patriotis,llJ of 
those who, in any quar,ter, may endeavour to 
weaken its bands. 

" In contemplating the causes which may dis
turI). our lluion, it oc(~urs as matter of serious. 
concern, that any gro(ll.~ should have been fur-

.. rtished for characterizing parties by geographical 
discri~nillatiolls-1lortllerll and SOlltl,e1~n-~1tlalltic· 

and western: whence designing men may endea
vour to excite a belief that tllere is a real difference 
of local interests· and views. One of tile expedi
ents of party to acquire influence, within particu-
lar districts, is to misrepresent the opinions and 
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CHAP. aims of other dish'iets:. You cannot shield your .. 
XII . 

........... __ selves too much against the jealousies and heal't~ 
~1794 

to 
1790. 

burnings which spring from these misrepresenta
tions: tlley tend to render ttlien to eacll otllerJ 

those who ought to be bound together by ii'ater· 
nal a,fi'ectioll. Tile inllabitants of our westerll 
country have lately had a useful .lesson on this 
head. They have seen, in the negociation by the 
executive, an~ in the unanimous ratification by 
the senate, of the treaty with Spain, and in the 
universal satisfaction at that event throughout 
the United States, a decisive proof how unfounded 
wel'e the suspicions propagated among them of a 
policy in the general governtnent, and in the At
lantic states, unfriendly to their interests in re· 
gard to the Missisippi. They have been witnesses. 
to the 'formation of two treaties, that witll Great-~ . 
Britain and that with Spain, which secure to them. 
every thing they could desire, in respect to our 
foreign relations, towards confirming their pros· 
perity. Will it not he their wisdom to rely for 
the preservation ('f these advaIlta.ges 011 the uflion 

by which they were procured? 'ViII they not 
henceforth be deaf to those advisers,if SllCll tl'lere 
are, who WOllld se\·er them from tlleir bretllrell, 
and COllllect tlleln witll aliens? 

"To the efficacy and permanency of your nnion,. 
a .government for the whole is indispens~Lble. No, 
alliances, however strict, between the parts can be , 
an adequate suhstitute; they must inevitab1y ex
perience the inrraetions and interrnptions which 
all alJiar)ces ;n all tinles 11ave experiellc:e(l. Sen
sible of this n1omentous truth, you have improv
ed upon your first essay, by the adoption of a 
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constitution of government, better calculated than CHAP. 
XII. 

your former, for an intimate union, and for the ---..--
eiftcaciou.s management of your common concerns. 
This government, the offspring of our own choice, 
uninfluenced and una wed; adopted upon full in
vestigation and mature deliberation; completely 
free in its principles; in the distribution ofits pow-

· ers uniting security with euergy, and containing 
within itself a provision for its own aqlenaments, 
has a just claim to your confidence and your sup
port. Respect for its authority, compliance witQ. 
its laws, acq uiescence in its measures, are duties 
enjoined by the fundamental maxims of true li
berty. The basis of our political systems is the 
right of the people to make alld to alter ~heir con
stitutions of government.-But the constitution 
which at any time exists, until changed by an ex
plicit and authentic act of the whole people, is 
sacredly obI igatory upon all. The very idea of 
the power and the right of the people to establish 
a government, pre-supposes the duty of e\"ery in
dividual to obey the established gc;wernment. 

" All obstructions to the execution of the laws, 
all combinations and associations, und~r wllatever 
plausible character, with the real design to dire~t, 
control, counteract, or awe the regular delibera
tions and action of the constituted authol'ities, are' 
destructive of this fundamental principle, and of 
fatal tendency. l'hey serve to organize faction .; 
to give it all arti,ficial and extraoldinary force; to 
put in the place of ihe delegated will of the na-

· tion, the will of a party, often a small, b:ut artful 
and enterprising minority otthe community; and 
a(!cording to the alternate triumphs of ditre.r~nt 

2r 

1794 
to 

1796. 
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CHAP. pal,ties, to make the public administration the 
XII. 

___ lnirror of the ill-concerted and incollgruoris pro~ 
1794 

to 
1796. 

ject.s of factIOn, rather than the organ of consist
ent and wholesome plans, digested ~y common 
counci1s, and nlodified t)y Inutual interests. ~ 

" Ho\vevet' combinations or associatiol1S of tIle 
above description may now and then answer po
pular ends, they are likely, in the course of time 
and things, to become pOlent engines, by which 
cunning, ambitious, and unprincipled men, will 
be enabled to su bvert the power of the people; 
and" to usurp for themselves tbe reins of govern
ment; destroying afterwards the very engines 
\Vllicll llave lifted them t.o· Ulljllst domillion. 

" 1~<>wards th~~ preservation of yonr" govern~ 
Inent, and the permanency of your pre\~ent happy 
st.ate, it is requisite not only that you steadily dis": 
coutltenance irregular' oppositions to its ackno\v
ledged authority, but al~o that you resist wit h care 
tile spirit of i11novatiotl llpon its principles, 110'W

e,~cr SIJecious tIle pretexts. One metll0d of as
sault lllav be to effet~t in tile forms of tile COllsti-.. 
tution alterations which will ia~li'air the energy of 
tIle system, Rl1d tllilS to undermine ,,'llat catlllot 

v . 

he directly o,"erthrowll. In all the changes to 
whkh you nlay be inYited, l'emember that time 
all(l I)(ll)it are at least ·llS llecessary to fix tile trtle 
char<l(;tcr of gO\·ernlll~~l)ts, as of ollIeI' 11Urnal) in
stitlltiolls-tllat eXIJcrierlce is tile surest statldard, 
by which to test the rt~al tendency of the existing 
cunst.itution of a country-that fitcility in changes 
upon tile credit of mere hypothesis and opinion, 
CXl}o~es to I}Cf[Jet.llal C,;11UJlgC ii·onl tile cn()Jess ~~a
riety of hypothesis and opinion; and remember, 
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especially, that for the efficient nlanagement of CHAP. 
XII. 

your comlnon interests, in a country so extensive _ 
as ours, a lrOV'erllmellt of as much vigt1 ur as is con- 1794 

\..' to . 
sistent with the pel"fect security of liberty, is in- 1796. 

dispensable. Liberty itself will find in such a go
vernment, with powers properly distributed an(l 
adjusted, its surest guardian. It is, indeed, little 
else than a name, wheloe the government is too 
feeble to withstand the enterprises of faction, to 
confine each tnember of the society within the li-
mits prescribed by the Jaws, and to maintain all 
.in the secure and tranquil enjoyment of the rights 
of person and property. 

" I h&ve already intimated to you the danger 
of parties in tile state, lvitll particular references 
to the founding of them on geographical discrimi
nations. Let me now take a more comprehen· 
sive vie,v, and \Varll you in tile most solemn man
ner a.gainst the baneful effects of the spirit of 
party, gen er~Lll)r. 

" This spil'it, unfortunately, is inseparable from 
our nature, having its root ill the strongest pas
SiOllS of tile IltlnJall Dlind. It ~~xists llnder differ-
ent shapes in all gO"crnments, Dlore or less stifled, 
controlled, or "cp,ocssl~d; but in those of the po~ 
pular form, it is seen in its greatest rankness, and 
is truly t llei r worst ell{~lll y . 

" l'lle altcrllate dom inatioll of one factio.l o\'er 
another, sharpened by the spirit of revenge, natu
rul to patty dissention, which in different ages 
all(l COulltrir's lias 11crpctrated tl1e most horrid 
enormities, is itself a frightful despotism. But 
(his leads at length to a more Jormal and pcrma
llent despotisul. The disorders and miserie~ 

'\ 
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CHAP. which result, gradually incline the minds of men 
XII. h b 1 _ to seek secul'ity and repose in tea so ute poWer 
1794 of an inclividual; and sooner or later the chief of 
to 

1796. some prevaH tng faction, more able 01' more fort.u-
nate than his competitors, turns this disposition 
to the purposes of his own elevation, on the ruins 
of public liberty. 

" ,,,\Vithout looking forward to an extremity of 
this kind, (which nevertheless ought not to be en
tirely out Qf sight,) the common and continual 
mischie£~ of the spirit of party, are sufficient to 
make it the interest and duty of a wise people 
to discourage and restrain it. 

" It serv¢s always to distract thepuhlic coun .. 
cils, arid e~eebl'e the public administration. It 

. . agitates th~ community with ill .. foullded jealollsiet!i 
and fa:lse$larms ;kiudl~s the animosity of one 
part against another; foments occasional riot and 
insurrection. " It opens the door to foreign ill'
fluence and corruptiol1, which find a facilitated 
access to the government itself, through the chan .. 
nels of party passions. Thus the policy and the 
will of one country, are subjected to the .policy 
and will of another. 

cc There is· an opin ion that parties in free coun
tries are useful checks upon the a,dministration of 
the government, and serve to keep alive the spirit 
of liberty. This, within certain limits, is probably 
·true; and in governments of a monarchical cast,· 
'patriotism may look with indulgence, if not with 
favour, upon the spirit of party. But in those of 
the popular cllaracter, in governments purely 
elective, it is a spirit not to be encouragetl. From 
their natural tendency, it is certain there will a} .. 
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ways be enou,gh of that . spirit fair every salutary c~~~. 
purpose. And there beIng constant danger of ex- .. ... • ... 
ces·s,-.the effort ought to be, by force of public 17'94 

opinion, to mitigate and assuage it. A fire not to 1;:6. 
be quenched, it demands a uniform vigilance to 
prevent its bursting into a flame, lest, instead of 
warming, it should consume. 

"It is important, likewise, that ihe habits of 
thinking, in a free couitry ,should inspirecau
t.iOll in tllose intrusted with its ad~ministration, t"O 

confine themselves within their respective consti ... 
tutional spheres, avoiding in the exercise of the 
powers of one department to encroach up.o.n an
·other.-The spirit of encroachment te·nds to con-
sol idate the powers of all the departments in one~, 
and thus to create, whatever the formo'! govern':' 
ment, areal despotism. A just estimate of that 
love of power, and proneness~Q. ~~use it, wbich 
predominate in tbe human heart, is sufficient to 
satisfy. \\s of the truth of this position. The ne
cessity of reciprocal checks in the exercise o.f 
political power, by dividing and distributing it 
into different depositories, and constitutirig each 
the guardian of the public weal against invasions 

. of the others, has been evinced by experimeIl:~s 
ancient and modern; some of them in our country 
ahd under our own eyes. To preserve them must 
be as necessary as to institute them. If, in the 
opinion of the people, t~e distribution or modifi
cation of the constitutional powers" be in any par .. 
ticular wrong, let it be corrected by an amend .. 
ment in the way which·the constitution designates. 
But tet there be no change by usurpation; COl' 

though this, in one instance, may be' the instl'l1- . 
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CHAP. ment of good, it is the customary \veapon by 
XII. I I't d'" _ ... ____ -whic 1 lree governments are . estroyed. The pre-
1794 
... to 

3796. 

cedent must always greatly overbalance in per
manent eviJ, any pa.rtial or transieul benefit 
which tIle llse can at any time yield. 

" Of all tile (lispositions and llabits Wllicll lead 
to political prosperity, religion and. morality al'e 
indispensable supports. In vain would that man 
claim the trihute of patriotism, who should labour 
t.o subvert these great pillars of human happiness 
-these .firmest props of the duties of nlen and ci
tizens. The mere politician, equally with the pi
ous man, ought to respect and to cherish them. 
A volume could not trace' all tlleil· connexions 
with p'rivat~ and public felicity. Let it simply 
be asked, where is the security for property, for 
reputation, for life, if the sense of religious obli
gation desert the oaths, which are the instruments 
of investigation ·incourts of justice? And let Ufo 

\vith catltioll indlllge the sup~position, that morali
ty can be maintained without religion. 'Vhat
ever may be conceded to the influence of refined 
education on minds of peculiar structure, reason 
and experience both forbid us to expect that na
tional morality can prevail in exclusion of reli· 
gious principles. 

" It is substantial1y true, that virtue 'or Inorali
ty is a necessary spring of pOI'lular government. 
Tl1e rlllc indee(i extenf1s Wittl more or less force 
to every species of free government:. 'Vho that 
is :t ·sincere f'riell(l to it can lo()k \/vitll indifference 
upon attempts to shake the foundation of the fa-
bric? -. 

" Promote, then, as an o1.~ect of primary im .. 
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portance, institutions for the general diffusion of CHAP. 

kuow]cdge. In pl'oportion as the structure of a XII. • 

govcrllnlent gives force to public o,pinion, it is 1794 
to 

essential that public opinion should be enlight- 1796. 

ened. 
" .. .'\s a very important source of strength and 

security, cherish public credit. One method of 
preserving it is to use it as sparingly as possible, 
avoiding occasions of expense by cultiyatihg 
peace;' but remembering also, that 'timely dis
bursements to prepare for danger, frequently pre
vent much greater dis bursements -to repel it;, 
avoidillg likewise tIle 'accumulatioll of debt, 'not 
only by shunning occasions of expense, but by 
vigorous exertions in time of peace, to discharge 
tIle debts wtlic~ un!lvoidable wars may have occa
sioned, not ungenerously throwing upon posteri:
ty the burden which ,~e oursdves ought to b~ar. 
The execution of these maxims belongs to your 
representatives; but it is necessary that public 
opinion should co-operate. To facilitate to them 
the' performance of their duty,. it is essential that 
you should practicalJy bear, in n.ind, that towards 
the payment of debts there lnust he revenue; that 
to llave revell11e tllere must be taxes; tllat no tax
es call be devised w llicll are' 110t more or lesi in
convenient and unpleasant; that the intrinsic 

. embarrassment inseparable from the selection of 
the proper objects, (which is always a choiee of' 
difficulties,) ought to be a decisive lllOtive for a 
cal1clid construction of tile conduct oft tll<e 'g~overn .. 
Inent in making it, and for a spirit of acquiescence 
ill tile measures for obtaining revenue which tlu.' 
public exigencies Inay at allY time dictate. 
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CHAP. " Observe good faitb and justice towa.rds all 
XII. 

_____ nations; cultivate peace and harmony Vltith all: 
1,794 

to 
1796. 

religion and morality enjoin this condv .;t; and call 
it be that good poHcy does not equally enjoin it ? 
It will be worthy of a free, enlightened, and, at no 
distant period, a great nation, to give to mankind 
the magnanimous and too novel example of a peo
ple always guided by an exalted justice and bene
volence.-'Vl10 can d.oubt tllat in the course ,of 
time and things the ftuits ofsuch a plan would rich. 
ly repay any temporary advantages which might 
be lost by a steady adherence to it ? Can it be, 
that Providence has not connected theperman-ent 
felicity of a nation with its virtue? Theexperi. 
ment, at least, is recommended by every senti
ment whicll ennobles human .nature. Alas! is it 

\ ' 

rendered impossible by its vices? 
" In the execution of such a plan, nothing is 

more essential than that permanent inveterate 
anti.pathiesagainst particular nations, anel passion
ate, attacllnlents for otllers, should be excluded '; 
and that in place of them, just and amicable feel
~ngs towards all should be cultivated. ,The na-

, tion which indulges towards another an habitual 
hatred, or an habitual fondness, is in some degree 
a slave. It is a: slave to its animosity or to its af
fection, either of which is,sutTtcient to lead it astray 
from its duty and its interest.-Anti.pathy in one 
nation a.gainst ,another, disposes each more readi
ly to offer insult and injury, to lay hold o( slight 
causes of umbrage, and to be haughty and in
tractable, when accidental or trifling 'occasio!ls of 
dispute occur. 

" Hence freqnelltcollisions, obstinate, 'enve-
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norned, and bloody contests. 'fhe nation, prompt. CHAP. 
XII. 

ed by ill.~in and resentment, somet.imes impels to .................. -__._, 
war tIle go,~ernmellt, C(llltrar~! ~':() tIle best calcu
lations of pol icy. The government sometime~; 
p~rticipates in the national propensity, and adopts 
through passion, what reason would reject·; at· 
other times, it makes the aniOlosity of the nation 
subservient to projects of hosti.lity instigated by 
pride, ambition, and other sinistet' and pernicious 
motives. The peace often, sometimes perhaps the 
liberty of nations" has' been the victim. 

" So, likewise, a passionate attachment of. one 
nation for another, pI'oduces a variety of evi1s~ 
Sympathy for the ia.rourite nation, facilitating the 
illusioll of an imaginary comln.Oll illterest: in cases 
\vhere no real common lilterest exists, and in
fusing into. one the enmities of the other, betrays 
the former into a participation in the quarrels and 
wars of the latter, without adequate inducements 
or justification. It leads also to concessions' tq 
tll~ favourite nation, of privileges dellied to others, 
which are apt doubly to injure the nation making 
the concessions, by unnecessarily parting with 
what ought to have been retained; and by exciting 
jealousy, ill·will, and a disposition to retaliate, in 
the parties from whom equal privileges are with
beld; and· it gives to ambitious, corrupted, or de· 
luded citizens, (who devote themselves to the fa
vourite llation,) facility to betray, or sacrifice the 
interests of their own country, without odium, 
sometimes even with popularity; gilding with the 
appearances of a virtuous sense of obligation a 
comtnendable deference for public opinion, or a 
laudable 7.eal for public good, the base ()r foo1i~h · 

2Q 

1794 
to . 

1.796. 
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CHAP. compliances of ambition, corruption, or il1fafua~ 
XII. • 

-..-__ tlOD. 

1794 " As avenues to foreign influence in innumera-
to 

179'6. hIe ways, such attachments are particularly ala.om-
ing to the truly enlightened and independent pa
triot. How many opportunities do they afford to 
tamper with domestic factions, to practise tile 

• arts of seduction, to mislead public opinion, to 
influence or awe the public councils! Such an 
atta-chment of a small or weak, towards a great 
and powerful nation, dooms the former to be the 
satellite of the latter. Against the insidious wiles. 
·of foreign influence, (I conjure you to believe me" 
fellow-citizens,) the jealousy of a free people 
ought to be constantly awake·; since history and 
experience prove that t:'Jreign influence is one of 
the most baneful foes of republican government •. 
But that jealousy, to be useful, must be impartial; 
else it becomes the instrument of the very influ
ence to be avoided, instead of a ·defence against it. 
Excessive partiality for one foreign nation, and 
excessive dislike 'of anotllel1t

, callse tllose whom 
f , ' 

they actuate to see danger only on one side, and 
serve to veil and even second tl1e arts of it1fluence 
011 the other. Real patriots, who may resist tbe 
intrigues of the favourite, al'e liable to become 
suspected and. odious; while its tools and dupes. 
usurp the applause and confidence of the people, 
to surrender their interests. 

" The great rule of conduct for us, in regard to 
foreign nations, is, -irl extending our commercial 
relations, to have with them as I ittIe political con
nexion as possible. So fal~ as we have already 
formed engagements, Jet them. be fulfilled with 
perfect good faith. Here let us stop. 
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c( Europe has a set of primary interests, which CHAP. 

to us have none, or a very remote, relation. lienee _X_II_e .... ' 

she must be engaged in frequent controversies, 
the causes of which are essentially foreign to our 
concerns. Hellce, tllerefore, it must be ullwise ill 
us to impli~ate ourselves by artilicial ties, in the 
ordinary vicissitudes of her politics, or the ordi .. 
nary com hinations and collisions of hel' friendships 
or enmities. 

" Our" detaclled and distant situation, illvites 
and enables us to pursue a different course. If 
we remain one people, under an efficient govern .. 
ment, the period is not far off, when we may defy 
material injury from external annoyance; when 
we may take lIu,ch an attitude as will cause the 
neutrality we may at any time resolve upon. to 
be scrupulously respected; when belligerent na
tions, under the impossibility of making acquisi
tions upon us, will not lightly hazard the giving 
us provocation; when we may choose peace or 
war, as our interest, guided by justice •. sball coun-
8i1. . 

" Why fOI"ego the advantages of so peculiar a 
situat.ion? Why quit our own to stand upon fo .. 
reign ground? 'Vhy, by interweaving our desti
ny with that of any part of Europe, entangle our 
peace and prosperity in the toils of European am-
'bition, rivalship, interest, bumou'f', or caprice? 

,,' It is our true policy to steer clear of perma
nent alliances with any portion of the foreign 
world; so far, I mean, as we are now at liberty 
to do it; fo,' let me not be understood 3S capable of 
patronizing infideHty to existing engagements. I 
hold the maxim 110 less applicabr'c to public than to 

1794 
to 

1796,. 
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CHAP. private atTairs, that honesty is al ways the best po .. 
XII . 

.... __ licy. I repeat it, thcl·efore, Jet those engagements 
179~t 

to 
1796. 

be ohsel'vecl in t.heir genuine sense. But in my 
opinion, it is unnecessal'Y, and would b~ unwise, 
t.o (~xtell(l tllem. I 

"Ta.king cat"e always to keep ourselves, by 
suitable establishments, on a respectable defensive 
postlltte, we may safdy trust to tenlporary allian .. 
ces for extraordinary emergencies. 

" l-Iarmony, and a liberal intercour~e with aU l1a· 
tions, are recommended by policy, humanity, and 
interest. But even our cOlnmercialpolicy should 
hold an equal and impartial band; neither seek
ing nor granting exclusive favours or preierences; 
consulting the natural course of things; diffusing 
and diversifying by gentle· means,thestreamsoC 
commerce, but forcing notbing ;estahJishing, 
witbpowers so disposed,-in order·togire trade" 
stable course; to defiile the .·ights of our mer
chants, and toJ~llable tbe'government to support 
th~m,-(~Ollveiltional nIles of jiltcrcOllrse, the best 
that· Jlfescwt circumstances and nllltllal opinion 
will permit; bllt tenlpornry, and liable to tie fi"om 
time to time abandoned or ,"aried, as experience 
and ci"cur,nstances shall dich\te; constalltiy keep
illg in view, that it is folly il') one nation to look 
lor disil~tcrcsted faVOllrs from another; tilat it 

. must pay with e portion of its independence for 
"'bate\'el' it may accept under that charact,er j 

tbat by ~nch acceptance, it may' place itself in 
the condition of having given equivalents for 110" 

tninal favour~, and yet of being l'eproached witb 
ingratitude for not giring lnorc. 'There can be 
no greater error than to e.xp~ct or calculate upon 
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, real favours from l1ation to nation. It is all illll- CHAP. 

1· I· I· h· XII. ~ion \V lie 1 eXpt"rlellce mtlst cure, W lIe a Just 41 

pride ought to discard. 1794 
to 

" In otferillg to you, my COlllltrymell, tllese 1796. 

counst~ls of all old" and aflectionate frielld, I dare 
not hope they will make the strong and lasting 
imprest)ioll I could wish-that they will control 
the uSlial current of the passions, or pr~vel1t our 
nat.ioll from running the course which has hither-
to marked the destillY of nations. But if I may 
even flatte," nlysdft that they may be producti,'e 
of some partial benefit, some occasional good; 
that they may llOW and then recur to moderate 
the fury of party spirit; to warn against the mis
chiefs of foreign intrigue; to guard against the 
inlpostures of pretclldecl patriotism; this hope 
win be a fuJI recompense for the solicitude for 
your wf'lfare, by which they have been dictated. 

eel-low far, in the discharge of my official duties,· 
I have been guided by the principles which have 
been delineated, the public records and other evi
dences of my cf)ilduct must witness to you and to 
the world. To myself, the assurance of my own 
eooscicllce is, tllat I ha\'c a~t If'Rst beJi(~ved Jnvself 

. ., 
to be guided by them. 

cc In relatioll to the still st1bsi~tillg \Va." in Eu.;. 
"ope, Iny procianlation of the 22c1 of April, 1 'i93, 
is the index to my plan. Sanctioned by your ap
proving "oicc, and by that of your rcp."esentatives 
jn both houses of Congress, the spirit of that mea-
:mre has continually go,'erned me; uninfluenced 
hy any attempts to deter or dh~ert me from it. 

" .t\fter delii>crate examinatioll, ,,'itl) tile aid of 
tile best. IlglJts J COll1(1 olltain, I ,,'as ,,-ell satisfied 
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CHAP. that our count.ry~ under all the circUlnstances of 
XII. 

_. __ the .case, had a right to take, and was bound in 
1794 

to 
1796. 

duty and interest to take, a neutral position. 
Ha.ving taken it, I determined, ~s far as should de
pend upon me, to maintain it, with moderation" 
persevera.nce, nnd firmness. 
: "The considerations which respect the right to 
bold this conduct, it is not necessary on this oc
casion to detail. ' I will only observe, that accord-
ing to my understanding of the matter, that right, 
so far from being denied by any of the belliger
ent powers, has been virtuaJly admitted by all. 

" The duty of holding a neutral conduct may 
be inferred, ,,;ithout any thing more, from the 
obligatio11 ",,·Ilicll justice and hllmanity impose 
on every natiol~, in ca~es in which it is free to act, 
to maintain inviolate .. the relations of peace and 
amity towards other nations . 

. " The inducements of interest for observing 
that condl1ct will best be referred to your O1vnre
flections and experience. With me, a predomi .. 
nant motive has been to endeavour to gain time 
to our countl·y to settle and mature its yet recent 
instjtutions, and to pro.gress, without intel'ruption, 
to that degree of strength and consistency, whic,h 
is necessary to give it, humanly speaking, the 
CO'nlilland of its own fort u nes. 

" Though ·in reviewing the incidents of my ad
minist.ration, I am uncollscious of illtentional er
ror; I am nevertheless too sensible of my defects 
not to think it probahle that I may have commit. 
ted nlany errors. Whatever they may be, I fer .. 
vently beseech the Almighty to avert or mitigate 
the evils to whkh they ma.y tend. I shall also 
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.. carry with me the hope that my country ,will CHAP. 

h 
XII. 

never cease to view them wit· indulgence; and. _. 
tllat after forty-five years of my life dedIcated to its 1794 

to 
servic'e, withanupright zeal, the faults ofincornpe.. 1796. 

tent abilities will be consigned to oblivion, as my .. 
self must soon be' to the nlansiolls of rest. 

" Relying on its kindness ill this as in other 
things, andactuat~d by that fervent love towards 
it, which i~ so natural to a man W]10 v·ie\tvs in it 
the native soil of himself and his progenitolos fot 
several generations; I anticipate with pleasing 
expectation that retreat~ in which I prolnise my .. 
self to realize, withont alloy, the sweet ~l\joy .. 
. ment of partaking, in the midst of my fellow-citi
zens, the benign influence of good laws under a 
free government-the ever favourite o~ject of my 
heart, a~ the happy ire·ward, 'as I trust, of our 
mutual cares, labours. ~lnd. dangers. 

"UNITED STATES, ~\ept. ] 7, 1796." 

This valedictory addres~ of the father of his 
country, was received in every part of t,he union 
with tile most un bounded veneratioll, and record-

, ed with the most pointed l'espect. Shortly after, 
the ~resident, for tIle last ti~e, met the llationat 
legislature in the senate cham~er. His address,· 
on the occa~don was highly dignified. He con- , 
gratulated Congress on the internal situation of 
the United States; on the progress which had been 
made for preserving peace with the Indians, and 
meliorating their condition;· and, after stating the 
measures which had been adopted in execution 
of the treaties with Britain, Spain, and Algiers, 
and the negociations which were p~nding with Tu
nis and Tripoli, he obs.erved, :-" To an active ex .. 

, . 
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CHAP. ternal commerce, the protection of a naval torce is • 
XII. ., d' hI 1'1" 'I:'. • I d ~ __ In lspells;a' e. liS 18 111all11est 'Vlt 1 regar .... tCl \vars 
1794 in which a state is itself a pa1ty. But besideR this" 
1;~6. it is in our own experience, that the most sincere 

neutrality is not a sufficient guard against the de .. 
predations of nations at war. To secure respect 
to a neutral flag requires a naval force, ,organized 
and ready to vindicate it from 'insult or aggression. 
This may even prevent the necessity of going to 
war, by discouraging helligei'ent powers from com
mitting such violations of the rights of the neutral 
party, as may first or last leave no other option .. 
From the best informatioll I l1ave been, able to 
obtain,it would seem as,if our tl·ade to tIle Medi
terraneap, without a protecting force, win always 
be insecure, and Ollr citizens exposed to tile ca
lamities from whicll numbers 9f tileRl have but 
just been relieved. 

" These considerations invite the Unite(l States 
to look to the means, and to set about the gra
dual creation of a navy. The increasing pro
gress of . their navigation, promises them at no. 
distant period, the requisite supply· of seamen, 
and their means in other respects, favour the un
dertaking. It is an encouragement likewise, that 
their particular situation will give weight and in
fillence to a moderate naval force in their llands. 
Will it not then be adviseable to begin witho.ut 
delay, to provide and lay up the materials for the 
building and equipping of ships o.f war, and to' 
proceed in the work by degrees, in proportion as 
our resources shall· render it practicable, without 
inconvenience; so that a future war of Europe may 
no.t find our co.mmerce in the same unprotected 
state in which it was found by the present ?" 
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He tllen recommended tIle establi'sllment of CHAP. 

national ·works for manufacturing implements of ___._X_I_I., .. 

defence; of an institution for the improvement of 
agriculture; and pointed out the advantages of a 
military academy; of a national univelosity; and 
the necessity of augmenting the salaries of the 
officers of tIle Ul1ited States. -

In respect to the disputes with France, he ob
served-" Willie in our external relations some 
serious inconveniences and embarrassments llave 
been overCOlne, and otllers lessened, it is with 
much pain and deep' regret I mention, that cir
cumstanceS" of a very un welcome nature have late-
ly occurred. Our trade has tiuffered, and, is suf~ 
fering, extensive injudes in ~he 'Vest-Indies,.from 
the cruisers and agents of the French republic; 
and communications llave been veceived from its 
Miuister hel'e, whi~h indicate tbe danger of a fur-
ther distul'iJance of our commerc.e by .its authori-
ty; and which are· in other respects far from 
agreeable. 

" It has been my constant, sincere, and 'earnest 
wish, in conformity with that of OUf nation,' to 
maintain cordial harmony, and a perfectly friend
]y understanding with that ~epublic. This wish 
remains unabated, and I shal~ persevere in the en
deavour to fulfil it, to the uto1'ost extent of what 
shall be consistent with a just and indispensable 
regard to the rights and. honour of our country; 
nor will I easily cease to chel'ish the expectation, 
that a spirit of justice, candour~ and friendship, 
on t~e part of the republic, will eventually ensure 
sqccess. 

" In pursuing this cour~e, however, I .cannot 
2 R 

1794 
to 

1796. 

, 
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forget what is due to thechat'acter of our govern
--..... ment a:nd nation, o'rlo,~o a full an(l entireco,nfi .. 

CliAP. 
XII. 

1794 
to 

179,tL 

dence in the good- sense, patriotislll, self-respect,. 
and fortitude of my countrymen .. " 

This address '!tias concluded in the following 
patl1etic terins·: 

"Tile situatioll in which I. now stalld for tIle 
last time, ill the midst of the representatives of 
the people of the United States, llaiurall y re
calls tIle per.iod . wilen the ad·millistrationo·f· tIle 
present form. of government commenced; and I 
cannot oluit the occasion to congratulate you' 
and my c·ountry 00 the success of the experiment, 
nor to repeat my fervent supplications to the 
Supreme Ruler of the U Diverse, and sovereign 
arbiter of nations, that his providential care may 
still be' extetlded to tlle United States; tllat the 
vh·tue and happiness of the people may be pre
served; and that the goverUDlent which they have 
instituted for t~e protection of their liberties may 
be perpetual." 



Cl-Ir\P. XIII. 

11'1' as/ling ton· rejoices at the pl'ospect qf 1'etiring·. 
TVritcs to the Secre'tal:lJ t?i State, del~lJillg the au
thentici~y qf lellers said lobe from him to J. P. 
Custis and I~und IVashillgton, in 177·6. Pays 
re~pect to I,is successor, M1". JOhll Adams. Re
view of 1Yashing/on's administration. lie reti1'es' 
to Jl;lollnt Verl101I. Resumes agricultural pur
suits. Hears '[{-'ilh 1"egret the aggression Qf the . 
Frencl, republic. . COl'1'esponds 011, the subject q/ 
his taking the command qf an arm!) to oppose the 
}rencll. Is appointed Li~utenant",General. His 
commission is sent to him.by the Secretary of 'Var. 
His letter to President Adams on the receipt 
! !,ere-of. Directs the organization oj" the proposed 
army. T/,ree Envo!Js E:rtraordi7zary sent to 
F)"anee, 'ltJ/,O adjust all disputes 'with Bonaparte, 
after the overtllrow of the DirectoryJ. Gen. Wasil.;. 
ington dies. Is honoured by Congress, a'llli ~lj tI,e 
citizells. Ilis cl,ara£-ter. 

,f .... 
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THE pleasing emotions which are excited in Of~ CI-L'\1' 

dinary men 011 their acquisition of powel', were • XIl.~._ 
iuferior to those which Wasbington felt on the 1796 

resignation of it. 'fo his tried frierld, Gen. KI10X, to 
J I .... (l~), 

'" "". on the day preceding' the termination of his of· 
fiee, he observed in a letter-" 'To the weary tra~ 
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C~Iftr' yeller who sees a resting place, and is bending 
....... ___ . his body thereon, I now compare myself. A1-

1796 though the prospect of retirement is most grate
to 

1799. ful to my soul, and I have 110t a wish to mix 
again in the great world, or to partake in its poli
tics, yet I am not without regret at parting with 
(perhaps neverIIlore to meet) the few intimates 
whom I love. Among these be assured you are 
one." 

. TIle numerous calumnies of wllie1l Wasllington 
was the su~ject, drew from him no public ani
madversions, except in one case. A volume of 
letteJ's, said to be fl'om Gen. 'Vash in gton to John 
Parke Custis and Lund Washington, were pub
lished by the British, in the year 1776, and were 
given to the public as being found in a small port
manteatl, left in tIle care' of his servant, Wil0 it 
was said by the editors, had been taken prisoner 
in Fort Lee. These letters were intended to pro
duce in the public mind, impressions unfavoura· 
hIe to the integrity of'Vashington's motives, and 
to represent his inclinations as at variance with 
his profession and duty. 'Vhen the first edition 
of these spurious letters was fOl·gotten, they were 
republished during Washington's civil administra
tiotl, by some of his fellow-citizens' who differed 
from him in politics. On the morning of the last 
day of his Presidency, he addressed a letter to the 
Secretary of State, in which, after enumel"ating all 
the facts and dates connected with the forgery, 
and declaring that he had hitherto deemed it un
necessary to take any formal notice of the itnpo
sition, 11e concluded as fo]10"78 :-" Bilt as I c,an-
not know how soon a Dlore serious event nlay 
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succeed to that which will this day take place, c:
1
1r 

I have thought it a duty that lowed to myself, ___ _ 
to my country, and to trl.lth, now to detail the 
circumstances above recited, and to add my so
lemn declaration, tllat tile letters ilerein describ
ed, are a base forgery; and that I never saw 
or heard of them until they appeared in print. 
The present letter I commit to your care, and de-
sire it may be deposited in the office of the de
partment of state, as a testimony of the truth to 
the present generation and to posterity." 

The moment now approached which was to 
terminate the official character of 'Vashington, 
and ill Wllicll tllat of his successor, John Adams, 
was tocomme·nce. The old, and new Pl·esident 
walked in t~gether to the House of Represeuta
tive~s, wllere tile oatIl of office was administered 
to tIle latter. 011 tllis occasion' Mr. Adams con
cluded an impressive speech with a handsome 
compliment to his predeCeSSOl\ by observing, that 
though he was about to retire, " his name may 
still be a rampart, and the knowledge that be 
lives a bulwark against all opell or secret enemies 
0'£ his country." 

The immense COl1course of citizens who were 
present, gazed with love and affection on the re
tiring Washington, while cheerfulness overspread 
his countenance and joy filled his heart, on see
ing another invested with the hi5h authorities he 
so long exercised, and the way opened for hi~ re
turning to the long wished-for happiness of do
mestic private life. After paying his most' re
spectful complimellts to tIle new President, 11e ~et 
out for ~lount-'Ternon, the scene of enjoyment 
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CHAP. 'Vllicl1 I)l~ I)reterred til all others. His \vislles to 
XIII. 

___ travel privately were in vain; for wherever he 
1796 passed, the gentlemen of the country took every 

to 
1799. occasion of testifying their respect for him. In 

llis retirement lle continlJed to receive tile most 
flattering add.oesses from legislative bodies, and 
various classes of his fellow-citizens. 

During the eight years adnlinistration of 
Washington, the United States enjoyed prosperity 
and happiness at bome; and, by the energy of 
tbe government, regained among foreigners that 
importance and reputation, which, by its weak
ness, they had lost. The debts contracted in the 
revolutionary war, which, from the imbecility of 
the old government, had depreciated to an insig
nificant sum, were funded; and such ample ."eve
nues provided for the payment of tbe interest and 
tbe gradual extinction of the principal, that their 
real and nominal value were in a little time near
ly . the same. The government was so firmly es
tablisbec:l as to be cheerfully and universally 
obeyed .. The only exception was an insurrection 
in the western counties of 'Pennsylvania, whi(~b 
was quelled without bloodshed. Agriculture an~ 
comlnerce were extended. fa.. beyond what bad 
ever before taken place. The Indians 011 the 
frontiers bad been fi"st cOll1pelled by force to 
respect the United States, and to continue ill 
peace; and afterwartls a humane systeln was com
Inenced for teaching them to exchange the toma
hawk and hat.chet for the plough, the hoe, the 
shuttle, and the spinning-wheel. 'fhe free navi
gation of the h1issisippi had been acquired with 
the consent of Spain, and all differences compro-
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mised with that power. The military posts c:.t~· 
which had been long held by Britain ,vithin the __ _ 
United States, were peaceably given up. The 
Mediterranean was opened to American v{lssels 
in consequence of treaties made with the Barbary 
powers. Indeed, differences with all powers, 
either contiguous to or connected with the U oited 
States, bad been amicably adjusted, with the ex .. 
ception of France. . To accomplish this "ery de .. 
sirable object, Washington made repeated advall .. 
ces; but it COtl1d tlot be obtained witllout surren-
dering the independence of the nation, and its 
right of self-government. 

Washincton, 011 returning to }.{ount-V eroon, 
resumed agricultllrU pursuits. These, with the 
society of men and books, gave to every hour in
nocent and interesting .employment. and promis
ed a serene e\'ening of his life. Though he wish .. 
ed to withdraw not only from public oftice, but 
from all anxiety respecting public affairs, yet be 
felt too much for his coulltry to be indifferent to 
its interests. He heard with" regret the repeated 
i nsu Its Offel"ed by the French Directory to the 
United States, in the person of their ministers, 
and the injury done to their commerce by illegal 
captures of their vessels. 'nu~se indignities and 
injuries, after along endurance and a rejection 
. of all advances for an accomnlodation, at length 
roused the government, in the hands of Mr. 
Adams, to adopt vigorous measures. To be in 
readiness to repel a threatened invasion, Congress 
authorized the formation of a regular army. AI 
soon as the adoption of this lneasure was pro
bable, the eyes of all were once more turned 

1796 
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c:St· on '" ashington as the most suitable person to 
......... --- be at its head. Letters from his fl'iends poured 

1796 
to 

1799. 

in upon him, urging that he shou1d accept the 
command. To one from President Adanls, ill 

which it was observed-" 'Ve lnust have your 
name if you will in any case permit us to use it; 
there will be more efficac.v in it, than in many 
an army"-'\tVashington replied as follows-" At 
the epoch of my retirement, an invasion of these 
states by any European power, or even the pro· 
bability of such an ell'ent in my days, was so far 
from being contemplated by me, that I had no 
conception either that, or any other occurrence, 
would arrive in so short a period, which could 
turn ~ny eyes from the shades 9f Mount-Vernon. 
Bltt tllis seems to be tile, age of \VOllders; and it is 
reserved for intoxicated and lawl.ess France, (for 
purposes far beyond the reach of human ken,) to 
slaughter her own citizens, and to disturb the re· 
pose of all the world besides. From a view of the 
past; frQm the prospect of the present; and of 
that which seems to be expected, it is not easy 
f<?r me to decide satisfactorily on the part it might 
best become lne to act. In case of actual inva-
sion by a formidable force, I certaiuly should not 
intrench. myself under the cover of age and rt~
tirement, ifmy services should be required by my 
eoul1try to assist in repelling it. And if there 
be good cause to expect such an event, which 
certainly must be better known to the govern
ment than to private· citizens, delay in preparing 
for it may be dangerous, improper, and not to be 
justified by prudence. The uncertainty, however, 
of the latter, in my mind, creates my embarrass .. 
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melH; for I cannot bring it to believe, regardless c:"ft· 
·as tl.,~ Fl'encll are of treaties al1d of tIle laws of --~S4 
nations, and capabJe as I conceive them to be of 
any species of despotism and inj ustice, 'that they 
will attempt to invade this country, after such a 
unifurnl and unequivocal expression of the deter
minationof tbe people in all parts to oppose them 
with their lives and fortunes. That they have 
been led to believe by their agents and partisans 
among us, that we are a divided people; that the 
latter are opposed to their own government; and 
tllat tile show uf a small fQrCE~ ,,7QuId oc·casioll a 
i-evQlt, I Ilave no dou l)t; alld 110W far these mell, 
(grown desperate,) will further attempt to deceive, 
and may sU9ceed 'in keeping up the deception, is 
problematical. Without that, tIle folly of the Di. 
rectory in'such an attempt would, I conceive, be 
nlore conspicuous, if ,possible, than their wicked .. 
ness. 

" Having with candour made this disclosure of 
the state of my mind, it remains only for me to 
add, that to tllose who know me best it is best 
known, that should imperious circumstances in
duce me to exchange once more the s,mooth paths 
'Of retirement for tbe thorny ways of public life, at 
a period too when repose is more congenial to na
ture, that it would be productive of sensations 
lvhich can be more easily conceived than expres
sed." 

To the Secretary of War, writiug on the same 
subject, Washington replied-" It cannot be ne
cessary for me to premisE' to YOll, or to others who 
know my sentimegts, that to quit the tranquillity 
~f retirement, a.l1d enter tile bottndless field of re-

o ~ 
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CMt:· j)pousibility, would be productive of sensations 
.-. __ which a better pen than I possess would find it 

1796 
.to 

1799 

difficult to des(!ribe. Nevert.heless, tIle principle 
by which my conduct has been actuated through 
life, would not suffer me, in any great emergency, 
to withhold any services I could render when re
quired by my country; especially in a case where 
its dearest rights are assailed by lawless ambition 
and intoxicated power, in contempt of every prin
ciple of justice, and in violation of solemn com .. 
pact., and of laws which govern all civilized na
tions; and this too with the obvious intent to sow 
thick the seeds of disunion, for the purpose of sub .. 
jugating our g~)Vernment, and destroying our in-
dependence and happiness. 

" .U Ilder circumstances like tllese, accompanied 
by an actual invasion of our territory, it would be 
difficult for me at any time to remaill all idle .. 
spectator, under the plea of age or retirement. 
'Vith sorrow, it 1S true, .J should quit the shades 
of lny peaceful'abode, and the ease and happiness 
I now enjoy, to encounter anew the turmoils of 
war, to which possibly my strength and powers 
Inight he found inc<>mpetent. These, however, 
should not be stumbl~ng blocks inmy own way." 

President Adams nominated \Vashington with 
!tlle rank of Lieutenant-General, to tile cllief com .. 
malld of all tI1e armies raised alld to be raised ill 
tile Ulli~e~ States. His commission was sellt to llim 
by ~{l'. ~f'l-lenry, the Secretary of 'Var, who was 
directed to repair to ~/I0Ul1t Verllo11, and to COI1-

fer on the arrangements of the new army with its 
comma~lder in ~hief. 'fo the lettel' whichPresi
rlentAdams sent with the commission by the 
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SeCi'et,al'Y of "r ar, Washington" in two days, repli
ed as fo1 Jows : 

(( I had the honour, 011 the evening of the 11 th 
instant, to ~eceive from the hand of the Secret.ary 
of War, your favour of the 7th, announcing that 
you had, with the advice and consebt of the Senate, 
appo,inted me ' Lieutena'nt .. General land Com-
mand·er in Cllief of all tlle armies raised, or to b.c 
raised, for tIle service of tIle United States.' 

" I cannot f.·xpress how g,reatlyaffected I am at 
this new proof of public confidence, and thG high-
ly flattering manner in which you bav~ been 
pleased to ma~e the commul'l~ation. At th~ same 
time I must not conceal from you my, ~arnest 
wish, that the choice, had fallen upon a m~n less 
declined in years, and better qualified to enCOUl1!'" 
tel~ tIle llsual vicissitudes of war. 

" You kno,v, sir, wllat calcul~tion I llad nla.de 
relative to the probable CDurse of events, on P..~y 
retiring from office, and the determination I had 
consoled myself with, of closing the remnant of 
my days in my present peaceful ahode. You will 
therefore be at no loss to conceive and appreci
ate the sensations I must have experienced, to 
bring my min~ to any conclusion t,hat would 
pledge me, at so late a period of life, to leave 
scenes I sincerely love, to enter upon the hound
less field of I)u'blic action, incessal1t trou hIe, arl(l 
high responsibility. . 

. " It was not possible for Ine to reQlain igno
rant of, or indifferent to, recellt transactiollS. 
The conduct of the Directory of F~allGe, towards 
our country; their insidious hostility to its go~ 
vernment; their various practices to withdraw 
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cx~~~· the affections of the people from it; the eVIdent 
.• - - tendency of theil- acts, and thuse of their agents, 

1796 to countenance and invigorate opposition; their 
to d· d 1799., lsregar of solemn treaties and the laws of na-

tions; their war npon our'defenceless commerce; 
. their t.reatment .of our ministers of peace; and 
theil- demands, amounting to tribute, could not 
h'til to excite in me' corresponding sentinlents with 
those my countrymen have so generally expres
sed in theil- affectionate addresses to you. Believe 
me, sir, no one can more cordially approve of the 
wise and prudent measures of your administra· 
tion. They ought to inspire universal confi-
dence, a11d will, 110 doubt, combined witll the 
state of things, ca1l from Congress such laws and 
means as "viII enable vou to meet tile full force ., 

fltld extent of the (~risis. 
" Satisfied, therefore, that you have sincerely 

lvislled and endeaVOtlrecl to alPert "'tar, and ex· 
11austed, to the last drop! the cup of reconciliation, 
we can with pure hearts app.eal to Heaven for the 
justice of our cause; and may confidently trust 
tile final result to tllnt kind Providence wJl0 has 
heretofore, and so often, signally favoured the 
people of these United States. 

"Thinking in this mannel', and feeling how 
incumbent it is upon every person of every de
scription, to contri~ute at all times to his country's 
'welfare, and especially in a moment like the 
present, when every thing we hold dear and sa
cred is so seriously threatened; I have tinally de
termined to accept the commission of' Commander 
ill Cllief of the arlnies of tlle U llited States; wltll 
tll'~ res'er,Te 011ly, tilat I shall not l)e called illto tile 
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~ld Ul1til tIle army is ill a situation to require my CHAP. 
XIII. 

presence, or it becomes indispensable by tire ur- ... ____ 
gellcy of circumstances. 1790 

t6, 
" In making this reservation, I beg it to be un- 1799. 

derstood, that I do not mean to withhold any as
sistance to arrange and organize the army, which 
you may think 1 can afford. I take the liberty 
also to mention, that I must decline having my 
acceptance considered as drawing after it any 
immediate charge upon the public; or that I ca.1l 
receive any emoluments annexed to the appoint-
ment, before entering into a situation to incur ex
pense." 

The time of Washington after the receipt of this 
appointment, was divided between agricultural 
pursuits and the cares and attentions which were 
imposed by his new offiCEt. The organization of 
the army was, in a great measure, left to him. 
Much of his time was employed in making a prd-

"per selection of officers, and arranging the whole 
army in the best possible manner to meet the in .. 
vaders at the water's edge; for he contemplated a 
systetn of continued attack, and frequently ob
served, " that the enemy must never be permitted 
to gain foothold on the shores of the United 
States." Yet he always thought that an actual in
vasion of the country was very improbable. He 
believed tllat t.lle llostile measures of France took 
tlleir rise from an expectation tllat these measures 
\\·Ol11d pl~()duce a re\tOltltion of' po\ver in tile 
U nitecl States, favoll raille to tl]c ViC\\lS of tile 
French republic; and that ,,\' hen the spirit of the 
Americans wa§ roused, the French would give up 
the contest. Events soon p.roved that these opi-
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niOllS were \vell founded; foi· 110 S0011er llad tile 
Un ited States armed, than they were treated with .., 

respect, and an indirect conlmunication was made 
tilat France ,vottld acCOmrDO(Jate all Inatters in 
dispute on reasonable terms. ~lr. Adams em· 
bra,":!ed these overtures, and made a second ap
pointment of three envoys extraordinary to the 
French republic. These, on repairing to France, 
found the D'jrect.ory overthrown, and the govern
mentin the hands of Bonaparte, who had taken no 
part in the disputes which had brought the two 
countries to the verge of war. "'ith him negocia
tions were· 'c'ommellced, and S0011 termillated ill aL 

pacific, settlement of all differences. 'rhfi joy to 
which this evel~t gave birth was great; but in it 
General 'Vashil1gtoll ~id not partake, for before 
accounts arrived oC'thisamicable adjustment, he 
ceased to be l1Un1 bered \vitIl tIle livillg. 

On the ] 3tll of Decclll bel', 1799, 11 is l1eck and 
hair \vere sprjl1~le(1 \vitIl a ligllt rail1, \vllile he \vas 
Ollt of doors attel1dillg to sonle inlprO\remellts on 
his estate. In the following night he was seized 
with an inflammatory affection of the windpipe, at
tended with pain, and a difficult deglutition, which 
was S00111succeeded bv fever, an(l a laborious rc-.... 

spiration. He was bled in the night, but would not 
permit his family physician to be sent for before 
day. About 11 o'clock A. lVI. Dr. Craik arrived, 
and rightly judging that the case was serious, re
commended that two consulting physicians shoulu 
be scnt for. The united powers of all three were 
in vain; in about twenty-four hours from the 
time he was in his usual health, he expired without 
a struggle, and in the perfect use of his reason. 
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In every stage of his disorder he believed that C~t:· 
11€ SllOl11d d ie, and 11C \vas so tUUcll under tllis im- . :-
pl'ession, that IJe submitted to the prescriptions 1~~6 
of his physicians more from a sense of duty than 1799.· 

expectation of relief. ~fter he had given thetn a 
trial, hIe expressed a 1;vish that he might be per· 

,mitted to die without farther interruption. To
\vards the close of his illness, 11e undressed 11im
self atld went to bed, to die tllere. 1~o llis frielld 
and physician, Dr. Craik, he said, " I am dying, 
and have been dying for a long time, but I am not 
afraid to die." The equanimity which attended 
llim tIl rough life, did not forsake him jn deatll. 
He \\Tas tIle same ill tllat moment as ill all' tIle 
past, magnanimous and firm; confiding in the 
mercy and resigned to the will of Heaven. He 
submitted to the inevitable stroke with the dign·i
ty of a man, the calmness of a pl1ilosopher, the 
resignatio.ll and' c011fidence of a cllristian. 

On the 18th, his body, attended by military ho
nours and the offices of religion, was deposited in 
the family va.ult on his estate. 

vVhenintel1igence reached Congress of the 
death of \Vashington, they instantly adjourned 
until the next day, when John Marshall, then a 
member of the House of Representatives, and 
sillce Chief Justice of tile Un'ited States, and bi
ographer of 'Vashington, addressed the speaker in 
the following words: ' 

" The melancholy event which was yesterday 
arlrioullced lvitll doubt, llas beel} rendere<l l)\lt too 
eel'tain. Our Washington is 'no more. The hero, 

, the patriot, and the sage of America; the map 
on. whom in t~mes of danger evP)'.v eye was tnrned, 

.. 
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CHAP. and all hopes were placed, lives now only in his 
XIII. 

___ .... own great actions, and i 11 the hearts of all affec ... 
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to 
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tionate and afflicted people. 
" If, sir, it had· even not been usual openly to 

testify respect for the memory of those whom 
Hea\'en has selected as its illstruments for dis
pensing g'ood to man, yet such has been the un
common worth, and such the extraordinary inci
dents whicll Ilave Dlarkeil tile life of llinl \\tll()Se 

loss we all deplore, that the whole American na
tion, impelled by the same feelings, would can 
with one voice for a public manifestation of that 
sorrow, which is so deep and so universal. 

" More than any ot.her indi\7 idual, and as much 
as to one individual was possible, has he contri
buted to found this our wide spreading empire, 
and to give to the we~tern world, independence 
and freedom. 

" Having effected the great object for whicll he 
was p1aced at the head of our armies, we have 
seen him convert the sword into the ploughshare, 
and sink tI1e soldier into the citizen. 

" 'Vhen the debility of our federal system had 
become manifest, and the bonds whicll connected 
this vast continent were dissolving, we have seen 
bim the chief of those patriots who formed for us 
a constitution, which, by preserving the ullion, 
~iU, I trust, substantiate and perpetuate those 
blessings which our revolution had promised t(l 
bestow. 

"In obedience to the general voice of his 
country, calling him to preside over a great peo
ple, we have seen him once more quit the retire
ment he loved, and in a season more storm~, and 
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tClnpestuous tllan war itself, \vitil calm and \vise CHAP. 
.. ). f XIII. (leternlJnatJOn pursue t le true Interests 0 tile na- __ _ 

tion, alld contribute more tl1an any otller could 
contl"ibute, to the establislunent of that system of 
policy which will, I trust, yet preserve our peace, 
our llonour, and our independence. 

"Having been twice unanimously chosen the 
chief magistrate of a free people, we have seen 
llim, at a time \Vllen Jlis re-electioll with uJliversal 
suffrage could not be dOllbteu, afford to tile 
world a rare instance of model'atioll, bv \~·ith .. .. 
drawing from his station to the peaceful walks of 
private life. 

" However the public confidence may change, 
and the public affections tluctuate with J"espect to 
others, with respect to hinl tbey have, in war and 
in peace, in public and in private life, been as 
steady as his own firm mind, and as constant as 
llis O\Vl) exalted \rjrtucs. 

" Let us then, Mr. Speaker, pay the last tri
bute of respect and affection to our departed friend. 
Let the grand council of the nation dislJla, those 
sent.iments which the nation feels. For this pur
pose I bold in my band some resolutions which 
I take the liberty of offering to the hOl1se. 

cc Resolved, That this I-Iollse will ,wait on tIle 
Presiclellt, in condolt:llce of this mournful evellt. 

" Re~olved, That the Speaker's eha,ir be sh,·oud-
ecl witll lllack, and ttlat the memllcrs alld offncers 
of the hous€' wear black during the session. 

cc Resolved, That a committee, in conjunction 
with one ii'om the Senate, be appointed to consi
der on the most suitable Inanner of paying ho
nour to the memory of the mall, first in wa.·, first 

~ T 
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CHAP. in peace, and· first in the llearts ·()f his fellow· 
XIII. ____ citizellS." . 
1796 Tlle Senate of tIle United States, 011 tllis melan-
1;~9. choly occasion, addressed to the'President a letter 

ill tllcse 'words : 
" The Senate of t~eUnited States respectfully 

take leave, sir, to e~press to you their deep re- . 
gret fot· the loss their country sustains in the death 
of Gen. George Washington. 

" Tl1is event, s'o distressing to all onr fellow-
citiz·ens, mnst ·be peculiarly :heavy to you, 'who 
have long been associated with him in deeds of 
patriotism. Perm~t us, sir, to mingle OUf tears 
with your~. :011 this occasion it is manly to weep. 
rl"'o lose SllCll a man, at suell a crisis, is no (jOmmOll 

c.alamity to the woHd .. Our country mourns a 
'father. The .~lmighty Disposer'of human events, 
'has taken from us ou r greatest benefactor and or
llament. It becomes lIS to submit Wit!l reverence 
to him' who 'maketh darkness his pavrllion.' 
. "Wit}l patl~iotic pride',we review tile life of OUl~ 
'Washin·gton, and compare ,him with tllose of 
other countries who have bet!D pre-eminent in 
fame. Ancient and modern 'tirtles are diminislled 
before him. Greatness and guilt have too often 
been allied; but his fame is whiter tllan it is 

. brilliant. The destroyers of nations stood .~bash-
ed at the majesty of his virtues. . It reproved the 
'intemperallce of tlleir ambition, and darkelled tile 
splendour of victory. The scene is closed, and 
we are no longer anxious lest misfortune should 
sully his glory; he has travelled on to the end of 
his jOUl'lley, and carried with him an increasing 
weight of honour; he has deposited it safely where 



GEORGE \VASHINGTON. 

tllisfortltne cannot tarnisl1 it---wtJere lnalice cannot CHA.P. 
XIII. 

l?last it. Favoured of Heaven, he departed with- __ _ 
out exhibit.ing the weakness of hunlanity. Mag
nanimous in deatp, the darkness of the grave could 
not obscure his brightness. 

" Such was the man whom. we deplore. Thanks 
to God, his glory is consummated. 'Vashington 
yet I ives on earth in his spotless example-his 
spirit is in· Heaven. 

" Let his countrymen consecr.ate the m~mory 
of t.he heroic general, the patriotic statesman, and. 
the virtuous sage. Let them teacll tlleir childl~en 
never to forget, tllat the frllits of h.is labours and 
his example are their inhel'itanqe/' ,'; 

To this address, .tile President returned tIle fol
lowing answer: 

" 1 receive with the most resp,ectful, ~nd affec
tionate sentiments, in this impressive address, the 
obliging expressions of your regret for the loss 
our country has sustained in the death. of'ller lnost 
esteenled, beloved, and admir'ed citizen. 

" In the multitude of my thoughts and recol
lections on this melancholy event, you will per
mit me to say, that I have seen him in the days of 
adversity, in som~ of the scenes. of his deepest 
distress, and mosth'ying perplexities. I have al
so attellded 11im if) Ilis llig,hest elevation, and most 
prosperous feliCity, with uniform admiration of 
his wisdom, moderation, and c~nstancy. 

"Alllong all our original associates in that 
memorable league of this continent, in 1774, 
which first expressed the sovereign will of a free 
nation in America, he 'was the only one remain-
ing in the g~neral governmen~. Although w~tl~ 
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. a·HAP. a constittltioll lnore enfeebled, tllall llis, at ltu age 
XIII. 

---__ w hen he thought it necessary to prepare for re· 
1796 
to 

1799. 

tirement, I feel myself alone bereaved of my last 
brother, yet I derive a strong consolation from 
tIle Ullanitnous disposition 'Vllicll a I>pears in all 
ages· and classes, to mingle their sorrows with 
mine, on this common calamity to the world. 

" The life of' our 'Vashin gton cannot suffer by 
a compal'isoll with those of other countries, who 
have been most celebrated and exalted by fame. 
The attributes alld decorations of royalty, could .. .. 

only have served to eclipse the Dlajesty of those 
virtues which lnade him, from being a modest 
citizen, a more resplendent luminary. Misfor~ 
tune, had he lived, could hereafter have sullied 
his glory only with those supe.rficial minds who; 
believing tllat character and actions are marked 
by success alone, rarely deserve to enjoy it. 
Malice could never blast his hOllour, and envy 
made him a singular exception to her universal 
rule. For hilllself, 11e l1ad Jived long enougll t~ 
]ife and to glory; for his fellow-citizens, if their 
prayers courd have been answered, he would 
have been immortal; for me, his departure is at 
a most unfortunate moment. Trusting, llowever, 
in the wise and righteous dominion of Providence 
over the passions of Olen and the results of their 
actions, as well as over their lives, nothing re
mains for me but llumble resignation. 

"His example is now complete; and it will 
teach wisdom and virtue to magistrates, citizens, 
and men, not only in the present age, but in fu
ture generations, as long as OU1· history shall be 
read. If a Trajan found a Pliny, a Marcus Au-
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felius can never want biographers, eulogists, or 
llistorians. " 

'fhe committee of both houses appointed to de
vise the mode by which the nation should ex
press its grief, reported the following resolutions, 
which were unanimously adopted. 

" Resolved, by the Senate and Ilouse qf Repre
sen.tati1)eS qf tIle United ~'tates Qf Al1lerica, irl ("'01Z

g-l"ess assenzbltXi, Tl1at a nlarble monument be erect
ed by the United States at the capitol of the city 
of Washington, and that the family of General 
Washington be requested to permit his body to be 

. deposited under it, and that the monUlnent be so 
designed as to commemorate the great events of 
his military and political life. 

" .And be it filrtller resolved, that there be a,fune
ral procession from Congress-Hall, to the German 
Lutheran church, in memory of qen. George 
Washington, on Thursday the 26th· instant, and 
that an oration' be prepared at tIle request of Con
gress, to be delivered before both houses that day; 
and that the President of the Se·nate, and Speaker 
of the House of Representatives, be desired to re
quest one of the mem bers of Congress to prepare 
and deliver tIle same .. 

" A'Zd be £tjlll'tlier resolved, tllat it b'e recommenrl· 
ed to the people of the United States, to weal' 
crape on their left arm, as mourning, for thirty 
days. 

" And be it furth.er resolved, that the President of 
the United States be requested to. direct a copy 
of tllese resollltions to be trallsmitted to Mrs. 
Washington, assuring her of the profound re
spect Congress will ever bear for her person and 
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• Ciit:· character, of their condolence on the !ate affecting 

___ ~t_ dispensation of Providence; and entre .\ting bel' 
1796 a,ssellt to tIle illtermellt of the remains of Gen. 

to 
1799. '" ashington in the manner expressed in the first 

resolll tion. 
" -'.112(1 be it .filrther 1 'esoIt'ed, that the President 

of the United States be rtquested to issue his 
proclamation, notifying to the people throughout 
tIle Ul1ited States, tile recommendation contained 
in tIle tllird resolution." 

To tIle letter of Presid:ent Adams, Wllicll trans
mitted to Mrs. Washington the resolution of 
Congress that she should be requested to permit 
tl~e remains of Gen. Washington to be deposited 
under a marble monument, to be erected in the 
city of Washington, she replied very much in the 
~tyle and mann~r of her departed hushand, and 
in the following words-" Taught by the great 
example which I have so long had before me, 
l1ever to oppose my private wish.es to the pllblic 
will, I must consent to the request made by COll

gress, which you have had the goodness to trans
mit to llle; aIlcl ill doing tilis, I rteed not, I call-
not say, what a sacrifice of individual feeling I 
make to a sense of public dllt.y." 

rhe honours paid to 'Vashington at the seat of 
government, were but a small part of the whole. 
Throughout the United States, the citizens gene
ral1y expressed, in a variety of ways, both their 
grief and their gratitude. rrheir heart-felt dis
tress reselll b lerl tile agO!;lY' ()f ct large and afl~ec

tionate family, when a bereaved wife and orphan 
cllildrell mingle tlle1r teal'S {'or tile I(JSS of a 11l1S

band alld fatllcr. 
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The people, from the impulse of their own c:x~t· 
tninds, before they knew of similar intentions of ~I __ 

tJleir fellow-citizens, or of tile "resollltions of COll

gress for a generalrnoul'ning, assembled and pass
ed resolutions, expressive of their high sense of 
the great worth of the deceased, and their grateful 
recollection of l1is impOrtallt services. Orations 
were deli,vered, sermons preaclled, and elegies 
written, on the melancholy occasion. The best ta-
lents of the nation were employed, both in prose 
and verse, in writing and speaking, to express the 
national grief, and to celebrate ,the deeds of the 
departed father of his country. In addition to 
the public honours which, in the preceding pagel, 
have ·been mentioned as conferr.ed on Washington 
in his life time, "there were-others of a private na
ture which flowed from the hearts of the people, 
and which neither wealth nOl' power could com
mand. An infinity of cllildren were called by 
his name. l'his was often done by people in 
tlle humble walks of life, who had never seen nor 
expected to see him; and who could have no ex
pectations of favour from him. Villages, towns, ci-
t.ies, districts, counties, seminaries of learning, and 
other public institutions, ·were called 1Vas/lilzgton, 
in such numbers, and in such a variety of places, 
that the name no longer answered the end of dis
tinction, unless some local or appropriating cir
cumstances were addt~d to tIle common appella
tiOI). ..(\dvelltllrOIJS marillers, who (liscovered 
islands or countries in unexplored regions, avail .. 
ing themselves of the privilege of discoverers, 
planted the name of the American Chief in the 
remotest corners of the globe. 

1796 
to 
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cx~~~· The persoll of George Washington was unCOln" 
--___ monly tall. Mountain air, abundant exercise in 

1796 tIle cpell COulltry, tllewllolesome toi1s of tIle 
to 

1799. chase, and the delightful scenes of rural life, ex-
panded his limbs to an unusual, but graceful and 
well-proportioned size. His exterior suggested 
to every beholder the idea of strength, united 
with manly gracefulness. His fornl was noble, 
and his port majestic. No man couJd approach 
him but with respect. I-lis frame was robust, his 
constitution vigorous, and "he was capable of en
auring great fatigue. His passions were nat:ural
ly strong; with them was his first contest, and 
over them Ills first victory. Before lle undertook 
to command others, he had thoroughly learned to 
commalld himself. Tile powers of llis milld were 
more solid than brilliant. Judgment was his 
forte. To vivacity, wit, and the sallies of a lively 
imagination, he made no pretensions. I-lis fa
cll)ties resembled tllose of Aristotle, Bacon, Locke, 
alld N ewtoll; but \vere \Tery u nl ike tllose of V 01-
taire. Possessed of a large proportiol1 of com
mon sense, directed by a sound practical judg
ment, lle w'as better fitted for tIle exalted statiollS 
to which he was called, than lnany others, who, 
to a greater brilliancy of parts, frequently add 
the eccentrlcitj(~s of gellil]s. 

Truth and utility were his objects. He steadily 
pursued, and generally attai ned them. 'Vith this 
view he thought much, and do~ely examined eve
ry subject on which he was to decide, in all its 
relation~. Neither passion, party spirit, pri(le, 
pl'~jlldice, ambitIOn, nqL' int.erest, influenced his 
deliberations. In Ulakiug up his mind on great 
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occasions, lnany of which occurred in which the c:1tt" 
fate of the army or nation seemed involved, he 'I' ... 

sought fOl' information f.'om all quarters, revol ved 1796 
to 

the subject by night and by day*, anll examined it 1799. 

in every point of view. Guided by these lights, 
and influenced by an honest and good heart, he 
was imperceptibly led to decisions which were 
wise and judicious. Perhaps no man ever lived 
who was so often cal1ed upon to form ajudgment 
ill cases of real difficulty, and WllO so often fornl-

-.; 

ed a right one. Engaged in the busy scenes of 
life, he knew human nature, and the most proper 
methods of accomlJlishing proposed o~jects. Of 
a thousand Pl'opositions he knew to distinguish 
tIle best, 311d to select amOllg' a thousand the in-

c.-

dividual most fitted for his purpose. 
As a military man, he possessed personal cou

rage', and a firmness which neither danger nor 
difficulties could shake. His perseverance over .. 
ca.lne every obstacie; llis nloderatioll COllciliated 
all opposition; his genius supplied every re
source. lIe knew how to conquer by delay, and 
deserved true praise by despising unmerited cen. 
sure. Inferior to his adversary in the numbers, 
the equipment, and discipline of his troops, no 
great advalltage was ever obtailled over him, and 

" In a letter to Gen. Knox, v/l'itten after the termination o( 

the revolutionary ,var, Washington observed-" Strange as it 
may seem, it is nevertlleless true, that it ,vas not until lately I 
could get the better of my usual custom of ruminating as soon 
as I a,voke in the morning, on the business of the ensuing dar; 
and of my surprise at finding, after revolving many things in my 
mind, that 1 was no longer a public man) 01' Ilad any thing to do 

with public transactions. JJ 
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CHAP. 110 opportunity to strike an important blow was 
~~lII. 

------ ever neglected~ III tile nlost ardent nloments of 
17J6 

to 
1799. 

the contest, his prudent firmness proved the salva
tion of his countloy, 

The whole range of history does not present a 
cllaracter Otl Wllich we can dwell witll such elltire 
unmixed admiration. I-lis qualities were so hap
pily hlended, and so nicely harn,ionized, that the 
result was a great and perfect who1e. 

The integrity of 'Vashington was incorruptible. 
His principles were ftoee from the contamination 
of seHish and unwort.hy passions. llis real and 
a\towed motives \vere the same. His en{ls '"ere 
always upright, and his meant\ pure. He was a 
statesmall \\'ithout gllile, alld ilis professioJ1S, botll 
to his feHow-citizens and to foreign nations, were 
always sincere. No circumstances ever induced 
him to use duplicity. rIe was an example of the 
(listilJction which exists betweetl wisdom and cun
ning; and his manly, open conduct, was an iUus
tratioll of tIle soulldness of the maxim-" ttlat ho
nesty is the best policy." 

The learning of \Vashington was of a particu
lar kind. He overstepped the tediolls forms of 
the schools, and by the force of a correct taste 
and sound judgmt'ut, seized on the great ends of 
learnillg, \\1 ithollt tile assistance of tllose means 
which h.lve been contrived to prepare le~s active 
n1illtis for public business. By a careful study of 
the English language; by reading good models 
of fine writing, and above all, by the aid of a vi
gorous mind, he made himself master of a pure, 
elegant, and classical style. His composition was 
all nerve; full of con'ect and manly ideas, which 
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were expressed in precise and forcible language. c:1ft· 
His answel·S to the innumerable addresses whicll ........-_ ..... 
on all public occasions poured in upon him, wel'e 
promptly made, handsomely expressed, and al
ways cont.ained something appropriate. His let
ters to Congress; his addresses to that body on 
tl1e accel)tance atld resignatioll of l1is commission; 
llis gelleral orders as Commandet· ion Chief; his 
speeches and mess·ages as President; and above 
an, his two farewell addresses to the people of the 
United States, will remain lasting monuments of 
the goodness of his heart, of the wisdom of his 
head, and of the eloquence of his pen. 

The powers of his mind were in some respects 
peculiar. He was a great, practical, self-taught 
genius; with a head to devise, and a hand to exe
cute, projects of the first magnitude and greatest 
utility. 

There aloe few inen of any kind, and still few-
ct· of tllose tile world calls great, who llave llot 
some of their virtues eclipsed by corresponding 
,;ices. But tllis \vas llot tile case ,vitll Gen. \Vasll
ington. lIe had religion 'without austerity, dig
nity without pride, modesty witbout diffidence, 
courage without rashness, politeness without af
fectation, affability without familiarity. His pri
vate cl1aracter, as \veII as his public o'ne, ,vitI 
bear the strictest scrutiny. lIe was punctual in 
~\ll llis engagemellts; uprigllt alld hOtlest ill llis 
dealings; temperate in his enjoyments; liberal 
and hospitable to an eminent degloee; a )o,"er 
of order; systematical nnd methodical in an his 
arrangements. lIe was the fl"iend of morality 
and religion; steadily attended on public wor" 

1796 
to 
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C1-IAP. silir); t.:nCOllrarred all(l strellfttllened tlle llallds of 
XIII t 0 b 

_ · _ the clergy. In all his puhlic acts, he nlade the 
1796 D10st reSl)ectflll nlclltioll of Providel1ce; a11d, ill 3) 
to 

1799. word, carried the spirit of piety with him both in 
his private life and public administration. 

'Vashington had to fonn soldiers of freemen, 
Inany of whom had extravagant ideas of their per
sonal rights. He had often to mediate between a 
starving army, and a high-spirited yeomanry. 
So great were the necessities of the soldiers under 
his immediate command, that he was obliged to 
send out detachments to seize on the property of 
the.' n:lrm~rs at the point of the bayonet. The 
language of the soldier was-." Give Dle clothing, 
gh-e me food, 01· I cannot fight, I cannot live . 

. "'fhe language of the farmer was-" Protect my 
property." In this choice of difficulties, Gen. 
'Vashington not only kept his army together, but 
~onducte(l witllSO nll1ch prudence as to command 
the approbation both of t.he· army and of the 
citizens. He was also dependent for much of 
his Stlpport on tile concurrence of thirteell dis
tinct, uriconnected legislatures. Animosities pre
vaile<l between llis soutllern and nortllern troops, 
and tllere were strong jealousies tJetweeJl the 
states fron1 which they respectively came. To 
ll(trnlonize th ese cl a,shing interests, to make uni
form arrangements from suell discordant SOllrces 

f.._ 

and nlateria' " required no common share of ad-
d,'ess. Yet so great was the effect of the nlodest 
unassuming manners of Gen. Washington, that 
he retained the affection of all his troops, and of 
a J 1 t l"le states. 

lIe also possessed equanimity in a .. n eminent. 
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degree. One even tenour marked the greatness c~~t· 
of his mind, in all the variety of scenes through _ ._ 
which he passed. In the most trying situations 1796 

. to 
]1e never despaIred, nor was he ever depressed. 1799. 

He was the same when retreating through Jersey 
from before a victorious enemy with the remains 
of his broken army, as when marching in triumph 
into Yorktown, over its denlolisllec] fortifications. 
The honours and applause he received from his 
grateful cOl1ntrYlllen, would have made almost 
any other man giddy; but on him they had no 
mischievous effect. I-Ie <exacted nOlle of tl10se 
attentions; but when forced upon .hinl, he receiv-
ed them as favours, with the politeness of. a well-
bred man. He was great indes~rving them, but 
much greater in not heing. elated with them. 

The patriotism of '" ashington was of the most 
ardent kind, and without alloy. He was very 
different from those noisy patriots, who, with love 
of connlry in their mouths, and hell in their 
hearts, lay their schemes for aggrandizing them
sel ves at every llazard; but l'le "vas Olle of' tllo,se 
who love their country in sincerity, and who hold 
tlleInselves bOtlnd to consecrate all t11eir talents 
to its service. Numerous were the difficulties 
,vitil \Y/}licll lle llad to COlltend-Great were tIle 
dangers he had to encounter-,r arious were the 
toils and services in Wllicll lle had to sllare; but 
to all difIiculties and dangers he rose superior. 
To all toils and services he cheerfully submitted 
for his country's good. . 
. In principle, Washington was a federal·repub
lican, and a republican-federalist. Libetty and 
law: the rights of man, and the control of govern-
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C~11r Dlent, were equally dear to him; and in his opi
_____ nion, eq ually necessary to political happiness. He 

1~~6 was devoted to that system of equal political rights 
1799. on which the constitution of his country was found

ed; but thought that real liberty could only be 
maintained by preserving the authority of the laws, 

. and giving tone and energy to governtnent. He 
'concei vell tllere ,,'as an immellse difference be
tween a balanced repll hI ie and a tutnultuous de
moci'acy, or a faction eaIiing themselves the peo
pIe; and a still greater between a patriot and a 
demagogue. I-Iehighly respected the deliberate 

. sentiments of the people, but their sudden ebulli
tions nlade no. impression on his well balanced 
mind. Trusting for support to the sober second 
thoughts of the nation, he had the magnanimity 
to pursue its real interests, in opposition to pre
vailing prt:judices. He placed a proper value on 
popular favour, but could never stoop to gain it 
by a sacrifice of duty, by artifice, or flattery. In 
critical times lle comlnitted 11is well earned pOptl
larity to hazard, and steadily pursu€d the line of 
conduct which was dictated by a sense· of duty, 
against an opposing popular torrent. 

'Vhile war raged in Europe, the hostile nations 
would scarce endure a lleutral. America was ill 
great danger of being drawn by fOl'ce or in.trigue 
into the vortex. Strong parties in the United 
States rendered the uangcl' more imminent; and 
it required a temperate, but inflexible govern
ment, to prevent the evil. In this trying state of 
things, 'Vashington was not to be movecl from the 
true interests of his country. His o~ject was 
America, and her interest was to remain in peace. 
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Faction at home, and intrigue and nlenace from ci1~:' 
abroad, endeavoured to shake him, Qut in vain; __ --
lIe renlained firln a.lld immoveable in t1le storm 
that surrounded him. Foreign intrigue was de
feated, and foreign insolence was repressed by his 
address and vigour; while domestic faction, dash-
ing against him, broke itself to pieces. I-Ie met 
the injustice both of Britain and France by ne
gociation, ratller tllan 1)y' \v'ar, but !naitltained to-
wards both, that finn attitude which wa.s propel' 
for the magistrate of a free state. He command-
ed their respect, and preserved the tranquillity of 

. his country. In his public character, he knew no 
nation but as friends in peace, as enemies in wal·. 
Towards one he forgot ancient animosities, when 
the recollection of them opposed the interests ·of 
his country. Towards another, he renortnced a 
fantastic gratitude, when it was claimed only to 
in\Tolve his nation in war. 

'Vit.h \Vashington it was an invariable maxim 
of policy, to secure his country against the injus
tice of foreign nations, by being in a condition to 
command their respect, and punish their aggres
sions. Tlle. defence of our conlmerce, tIle fortifi
cation of the ports, and the organization of a mi~ 
litary force, were objects to which he paid parti~ 
cular attention. To the gradual formation of an 
American army, he was friendly; and also to Il1i-

1 itary institutioli~, which are calculated to qualify 
the youth of the country for its defence. "r ar he 
deprecated as a great evil, inferior only to the 
loss of honour and character; but thought it was 
Inost easily avoided by being ready for it, while, 
by the practice of universal justice, none couJd 
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CIIAP. 
XIII. have any real gronnd of complaint. In foreign 

--- transactions, his usual policy was to cultivate 
1796 

to 
1799. 

lleace witll t\Il tlle world; to obs·erve treaties witll 
pure and absolute faith; to check every deviation 
from the line of impartiality; to explain what 
was misapprehended, and to correct what was in-
jurious; and then to .insist upon justice being done 
to the nation over which he presided. In contro
versies with foreign nations, it was his favourite 
JnaXiln so to conduct towards them, " as to put 
tllem in tile \Vrollg." 

In 11is tra11sactions wit11 the Indian tribes, 
"". ashington was guided by justice, humanity, 
and benevolence. His authority and influence 
,vere exerted to restrain tIle licentious wllite con
tiguous settlers, from inj uring their red neigh
bours. To ~upply their wants, and prevent im
positions, he strongly urged the erection of trad-

·jug houses in their settlements, from which they 
were furnished by government with goods at first 
cost. l"'lle \111pril)(~iI)led \,tere restrained from 
preying on their ignorance, by excluding all but 
]icellS(~d l)erSOlls, ,,,itil g()od cllaracters, fronl trad
ing with them. All this was done to pave the 
"ray for tlleir civilizatioll. 

Wl1ell 'Vasllillgtoll conlmenced llis civil admi
nistration, the United States were without any 
efiicient goverl11nen1;. After they had adopted 
one of theil' choice, and placed him at its head, 
he determined that it should be respected. By 
his firmuess oj-del' soon took place. There 
\vas OllC exceI)tioll. "l"llc ","'-esterrl (:oullties of' 
Penns),l vania rose in arms to resist the Jaw for 
raising a revenue, by an cAcise on domestic dis-
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tiJIed ardent spirits. On this occasion, the fixed CHAP. 

I · f W · XIII. reso utIOl1 0 ashlugton was, that whatever ex- ___ _ 
pense it might cost, whatever inconvenience it 
might occasion, the people must be taught obe
dience, and the authority of the laws re-establish
ed. To secure this o~ject, peculiarly important 
in the infancy of the new governrnent, he ordered 
Ollt, and put llimself at tIle llead, of an ample 
force, calct!lated to render resistance desperate, 
and thereby to save the lives of his fellow-citizens. 

In consequence of snch decided measnres, the 
insurgents dispersed, and peace and order were 
restored without bloodshed. The necessity of 
subordination was inlpressed on the citizens, and 
the firmness of Washington's personal character 
\vas communicated to the government. 

Having accomplished every object for which he 
re-entered pll~lic life, he gave for the second time, 
the rare example of voluntarily descending from 
the first station in the Universe-tIle head of a 
free peopJe, placed there by their unanimous suf
frage. To the pride of reigning his soul was su
perior. To its labours he submitted only for his 
coulltry. 

Rulers of the world! Learn fl'om Washington 
wherein true glory consists-Restrain your am
bition-Consider your power' as an obligation to 
do good-Let the world have peace, and prepare 
for yourselves, the enjoyment of that ecstatic plea
sure which will resnlt from devoting all your 
energies to the advancement of human happi
ness. 

Citizens of tIle United States! 'Vhile witll 
grateful hearts .vou recollect the virtues of your 

9 x 
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C:1tt.. Washington, carry your thoughts one step fafth (-:1'. 

_. --- Orl a revie\v of Ills life, and of all tile circunlstan·· 
1796 

to 
1799. 

ces of ~ the tilnes in ~'llich lle li\recl, "Oll nl\lst b(-... 

c.on\yillced, that a killd Pl"ovidence ill its t)enefi-
cence raised lliln!, al1d endowed 11im \\7itll extra
ordinary virtues, to be to )'0U an instrument of 
great good. None but such a man could have 
carried you successfully through the revolutiona
ry times which tried men's souls, and ended in . 
tIle establisillnent of your indepell(lence. None 
bllt Sll(~ll a man could have braced IIp' )?Ollr go
vernment after it llacl beCOll1e so contemptible, 
from the=> imhecility of the fedel'al system. None 
but suell a man COll1d llave ~a'Ted your COUlltl'Y 

from beillg pltl11ged into "tar, eitller witll tile 
great.(~st na,ral po",rer in Europe j or with tllat 
which is most formidable by land, in consequence 
of your animosity against the one, and youl' par
tiality in favour of the other. 

Y()utils of tIle Uniterl States! Learn from 
'Vashiugton what may be done by an industrious 
improvement of your talents, and the cultivation of 
your mOl'al powers. \Vithout allY extraordinary 
advantages from birth, fortune, patronage, ~'\r e',"en 

of education, he, by virtue and industry, a· 'ained 
the highest seat in the temple of fame. You can
U{)t all be commanders of armies, 01' chief Inagis
trates; but you nlay HII resent hIe Ilian ill tlle \,ir
tues of pr1\~ate alld (lOlllestic life, ill Wllicll lle ex
celled, and in which he·nlOst delighted. EqualJy 
i11dllstrious "vit 11 llis I)I()llt~'ll as llis swort', lle es
teemed idleness and inutility as the greatest dis
grace of man, whose powers attain perfectioll only 
by cOll:>lant ulld yigorous al'tioll. 'Vashington, in 
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private life, was as amiahle as virtuous; and as 
gt'eat as he appeared sublime, on the puhlic thea· 
tre of tile world. He lived ill tlle discllarge of all 
tIle. civil, social, all(l (lornestic ofiices of life. I-Ie 
was tempf'rate in his desires, and faithful to his du
ties. For nlOa'f.' than forty years of happy wedded 
love, his high eXallJpJe strengthened the tone of 
public manlJers. He had mo'·c real enjoyment in 
the bosom of h.is family, than in the pride of mili
tal'y command, or in the pomp of sovereign powel·. 

On the whole, his life affords the brightest lno
del for imitation, not only to warriors and states
!Dell, but to private citizellS ; for 11is (!haracter "ras 
(1 constellatiorl of all tile talents and virtues wllich 
di;_~llify or adorll Illlman nature. 

" lie was a lnatl, take llim for all in all, 
.~ "orr ne'er shall look llpon his like again.·~' 

;~IJ(J kS/1 ea)·". 
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. TO THE UNITED STATES, IN CONGRESS ASSEMBLED. 

The .Address and Petition of the Officers of Me .ilrmy of tIle 

United State:,~, 

HUMBLY SHOWETH-

T HA T we, the Officers of the Army of the United States, 

in behalf of ourselves and our brethren the Soldiets, beg 

leave, \vith all proper deference and respect, freely to state 

to Congress, the supreme po\ver of the United States, the 
great distress ullder which we labour. 

At this period of the \var, it is with peculiar pain ,ve find 

ourselves constrained to address your august body, on mat

ters of a pecuniary natlJre. ,," e 113ve struggled \\'ith our dif. 

ficulties year after year't under the hopes that each would be 

the last; t)ut we ha,re been disappointed- 'W"e find our embar

rassments thicken so fast, and ha\'c become so complex, that 

man)~ of lIS are unable to go further. In this exigence \ve 
ttpply to COIlgress for relief, as our head and sovereign. 
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To prove that Oltl" hardships are exceeclingly disl)ropor. 

tionate to those of any· other citizens 'of America, let a re
currence be hact to the payn1aster's accounts, for four years 

})ast. . If to this it should' be objected, that the respecti,·e 

states have tnade settlelnents, and given seCllrities for the 

pn}· due for part of that tilne, let the present value of those 
110nli11al obligations be ascertained lly the monied men, and 
they ,viII be found to be worth little indeed; and yet, trifling 

. 35 they arc, man}· 11ave been under the sad necessity of 

llartil1g witll them, to prevent tllcit families from actually 
• starvIng. 

We complain that shadows have been offered to us, while 
the substance has 'been glealled by others. Our situation 

comI)els llS to search for the cause of our extreme poverty. 

The citizens murmur at the greatness of their taxes, alld are 

asttl'nishecl that no part reaches the army. The ~umerous de
mr,nds whicll are bet~veen,the first collectors and the so~diers, 
s·.val1o\v up the \vl101e. Our distresses are DOlV brought to 

a poitlt. We have borne. all that men can bear-our pro

pert} .. is expended-our private resources are at an end--and 

our friends are wearied out and disgusted with our inces

sant applications. We therefore most serious!)" and earnest

ly beg, that a supply of nloney may' be forwarded to the ar· 

m)', as soon as possible. The llneasiness of the soldiers, 

for ,vant of pay, is great and (lange;ro'us; any further expe-

l"ilnent on .. tll(lr. patience, lnay have fatal effects. The pro

mised subsist~:llce o~ ration of pro\Tisions, consisted of cer

tain articles "J: .:cifie(l in l~ind and qualit)~. 'l"his ration, 

,vitllOllt r'.;g'1 ~~;j~'ti'lat \ve can conceive, to the healtll of the 

troops, il~~:~ 'iJ(·:~i." ~~:equently alttred, as necessity or conveni-

cney suggesteJ--generally losing l>y the cllange some part 
of its Sllbstal1ce. On all averag.~", not more tllan seven or 

eigllt tentlls have IJeen iSSllCO; tIle retained parts \vere., for 
a short tittle, l?aid for; but the business becanle trouble-
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SOltle to those who ,vere to execllte it. For this, or 80mB 

other reason, all regard to the dlles, as they respected the 
sold~iers, has been discontinlled, (no\v and then n trifling gra

tuit), exceptl'd.) As these dues respected tl,e officers, they 
werle compen.sat~d during one }~ear and l)art of U110ther, by 

an extra· ration. As to the retained rations, the account for 

several years remains llnsettled; there is a large l)al~ll~e due 

UpOr.l it" and a considerable Sllm for tllat of forage. .' 

The clothing was anotller part of the soldier's hire.. The 
arre~lrages on that score, for the }-ear 1777, were paid off in 

COlltinental mone)", when the dollar ,vas \vorth about four

pence; the ar1"earages for the follo\ving years, are unliqu.ida
ted, and \ve apprellelld, scal'cely thought of, but by the ar-

my. Whenever tllere has been a real wallt of means, and 

defect in· S)7stem, or lleglc.ct in execution, in the departmentS 
of the army, \ve have invariably been the sufferers, by hun

ger and nakedness, and by l1)nguislling in an~ hospital. We 

beg leave to urge an ilnmediate adjustment of all dues; tllat 

as great a part as possible be paid, and the remain(ler put· 

on such a fOfJting as will restore cheerfulness to the arm)", 

receive conficience in the justice and gel1erosity of its con· 

~titllents, and contribute to tIle v~r}" (lesirable effect of re

establishing pqblic credit. \:V (; are griev"ed' to find, that oUr 

brethren, who retired froI •.• d~rvice on h~lf pay, under the' 

resolution of Congress, 1780, are not Ollly destitute of an)" 

effectual provision, llut areb~come the objects of obloqu}". 

Their condition has a ,'er}" discouraging as})ect on us, \vho 

must sooner or later ret;re, alld from every consideration of 

justice, gratitude, and policy, denlancIs attention and redress. 

We regarcl the act of Congress, respecting half pay, as an 
honollrable 311d j ust rccomp(~nse for several' )"ears hard ser-

vice, in which the healtll ~\11(1 fortllncs of the officers have 

b~en worn down and exhaustecl. We see with chagril1, the 

od.,ious point of vje\~y, in which the citizctlS of too many of 
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the states endeavour to place the men entitled to it. ~~ e 

hope, for the honour of human nature, that there are none 

80 hardened in the sin of ingratitude, as to deny the justice 

of the reward. We have reason to believe, that the objec

tion generally is against the mode only. To prevent there-

fore, any altercations and distinctions, \\,ttich may tend to in-

jure that harmony which we ardently desire may reign 

throughout the commllnity, we are willing to commute the 

halfpa~· pledged, for full pay, for a certain number of 'years, 
or for a SlIm in gross, as shall be agreed to b}~ the committee 

sent with this address. And in this we pray~, that the dis

abled officers and soldiers, with the \vidows and orphans of 

those who have expended, or rna}· expend, their lives in the 

service of their country, Ina}? be fully comprehended. We 

also beg, that some mode m,)' be pointed out for the eventu

al payment of those solcliers, \\Tho are the subjects elf the 

resolution of CO'ngress of the 15th May', 17'7'8. "fo the re. 
o presentation now made, the army have not a doubt that 

Congress lvill pay all tllat attention, which the serious na

ture of it requires. It would be criminal in the officers to 

conceal the general dissatisfaction which prevails, and is 

gaining ground in the ann}·, from the pressure of evils an'(l 

injuries, which, in the course of seven long years, ha\1e made. 
their condition, in many instances, \vretched. They there

fore elltreat that COhgress, to con\"ince the arm~· and the 
world, that the inoepe11dellce of Anlerica shall not be placed 

an the ruin of s.ny particular class of her citizens, will point 
Ollt a mode of inl1nediate r(~dress. 

H. KNOX, Major-general, 

JOHN PATTERSON, Brigadier-Gen. 

J. GliEATON, Colonel, 

JOHN CRANE, Colonel, 

8. MAX\VEIJIJ, Lielltenant .. Colollrl~ 

On the flart of tIJr 
]JfaSSQc/lu8ctt8 lin,: 
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J. JIUNTINGTOl(, Brigadier.Ge1ze1·al, 

H, SWIF'r, Colonel, 011 the part of tile CQ~. 

SAMUEL B. WEBB, Colonel, tltcticut line. 

E. I-IUNTINGTON, Lieutenant-Col. 

P. CORTLANDT, Calon,el, on tllejlart of the New-York line. 
. } on the flart of tAe 

JOHN N. CUMl\IINGS, Lze'Utenant-Coionel, "r. T l' 
tI V e'ZtJ-J er 8 e y 'In e • 

W 
S Mt. · ~ f)n tile part of the New-Hamft-

ILLIAM COTT, aJor, 5 81dre line. 

W E u: ~II' l S } on tile tzart of tIle general 
• • USTIS, .c~081 .. tta - ll.1~eon, 

. nQs/lilal. , 

MOSES HAZEN, Brigadier-General. 

Cantonments, Hudson's River, Dec. 17S2 . 
• 

----_ .. -----
(N°. II.) 

[Referred to in page 197.] 

• I 

FAREWELL ADDRESS OF GENERAL WASHINGTON, TO 
THE ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Racily-Hill, near Princeton, NOfJemoer 2, 1183. 

THE United States in Congress assembled, after giving 
the most honourable testimony to the me~its of the federal 

armies, and presenting them with the thanks of theil' country, 
for their long, eminent, and faithful service, having thought 

proper, by their proclamation, bearing date the 18th of Oc

tober last, to discharge such part of the troops as wete en

gaged for the war, and to permit the offic~rs on furlough to 
retire from service, from and after to-morro\v; which pro

clamation having been communicated in the public papers. 

for tIle il1formation and government of all concerned, it 

2 y 
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only remains for the Commallder in Chief to address him
se~f once lnore, and th~t for the last time, to the armies of 

tIle United States; (however widel)? d'ispersed' individuals 
who conlpose them may be,) and to bid them an affection
ate--a long fare,vell. 

But before the COlnmander ill Chief takes his final leave 

of those he holds lnost dear, he ,vishes to indulge himself a 

fe,,, moments in calling to mind a slight view of the past :

he will then take the libert)? of exploring, with his miiitary 

friencls, their future prospects; of advising the general line 

of conduct, which, in his opinion, ougOht to be pllrsued; and 

he will conclude the address, by eXI.lressing the obligations 
he feels himself under for the spirited and able assistance he 

has experienced from them, in the performance of an arduClus 

office. 
A cont~mulation of the completE' nttainment, (at a period 

earlier than c()uIel ha,re been e~pt'ct('d,) of the object for 

\vhich ,\\re contendec], against so formidable a power, can
not bllt ins~ire us ,vitll astonishment and gratitude. The 
disadvantageous circumstances on our part, under which the 
,var \vas undertak,en, call never be forgotten. l'he signal 
interpositions of Providence, in our fet:ble condition, were 
such as could scarcely escape tile attel1tion of the most un

observing; ,,"hile tile unparalleled perseverance of the ar-

mies of the United States, throllg11 almost every possible 
suffering and discouragement, for the space of eight long 
}"ears, was little short of a standing miracle. 

It is not the meaning, nor within the compass of this ad. 

dress, to detail the hardships pecllliarly illcident to Qur ser
\~ice, or to describe the distresses \vhich, in se,·eral instances, 

have resulted from the extremes of hunger and nakedness, 

combined with the rigours of an in{:lement season: nor is it 
necessary to dwell on the dark side of Otlr past affairs. 

Every American officer and soldier must now console 
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himself for any unpleasant circumstance \vhich may llave 

occurred, by' a recollection' of the uncommon S~tnes' in 
which he has been called to act ,no inglorious ,part, and the 

astonishing events of which he ,has been a \vitness-events 

\vhich have seldom, if ever before, taken place on the stage 

of human action; nor can the~r probably ever happen again. 

For \vho has before seen a disciplined army formed at once 

from such ra\v materials? Who that \vas not a witness could 
imagine . that tIle most violent local prejudices would cease 

so soon, and that men who came from the different parts of 

~he continent, strongly disposec1. by the habits of education 

to despise and quarrel \vith each other, would instantly be

come but one patriotic band· of brothers? Or who that was 

"ot on the spot, can trace the steps by whicll such a won

derful re,'olution llas been effected, and such a glorious pe
riod put to all our warlike toils? 

It is universall}? ackno\vledged, t11at the enlar4~ed prospects 

of ~appiness, opened by the confirmation of OUr indepenq-

en~ and so,·ereignt)9" ~Imost exceed the powel~ of descrip

tion: and shall not the brave men who have COlltributed so 
.essentially to these inestilnable acquisitions, retiril)g victo

.rious from the field of ,var to the field of agriculture, parti-
cipate in all the blessings which have been obt~'.ined? In 

.such a republic, who will exclude them from the rigllts of 
citizens, and the fruits of their ·Iabours? In such a ,country, 
so happily circumstanced, the pursuits of conlmerl~e, an4, 

the cultivation of the soil, \vill unfold to indllstry the (.~ertain 
road to competence. 'fo tllose hardy ,soldiers \vho are ac
tuated by the spirit of adventure, the fisheries ,viiI ru'ford 
ample and profitable employment; and t~e extensiv~ and 

fertile regions of the west, will yield a most happy as}~ll'm 

to those who, fOlld of domestic enjoyment, are seeking pel" .. 
lonal independence. Nor is it possible to conceive that 
anyone of the Unite(l States will prefer a national ballk. 
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rupft}r, and the dissolu -ion of the union, to • compliance 
with the requisitions of Congress, and the payment of its 
just debts; so that the officers and soldiers may ~xpect 
considerable assistance, in recommencing their civil occu

pations, from the sum.s due to them from the public, which 
must and will most inevitably be paid. 

In order to effect this desirable purpose, and remove the 
prejudices which may ha,~e taken possession of the minds of 
any of the good people of the states, it is eamesdy recom

mended to all the troops, that, with strong attachment to the 

union, they should carry with them into civil society the 

most conciliating dispositions, and that they should prc,ve 
themselves not less virtuous and Useflll as citizens, than tltey 

ha,"e been victorious as soldiers. What though there 

should be some envious individuals, who are un,,,illillg to 

pay tIle debt the public has contracted, or to yield tht~ tri~ 

bute due to merit ;)'et, let such unworthy treatment prod1.lCe 
no invective, or an}' instance ot' intemperate conduct. .Jf .. et 
it be remembered, that the unbiassed voice of the fi·t~e citi- -

zens of the United States, has promised the just reward, and 

given the merited applause. Let it be known and remem-

bered, tllat the relJlltation of the federal armies is estublish. 

cd beyond the reach of malevolence; and let a consciotlsness 

of tlleir achievements and fame, still excite the men whG 

composed them to honollrablc actions, under the persllasion 

that tIle private virtues of economy, prudence, and industry, 

\vill not be Jess amiable in ci,·il1ife, than tIle more splendid 

qualities of valour, perse\'erance, and enterprise, 'Were in the 

field. F.\pery one may rest assured, that mucl), vCf)" mucll 

of the fllture happiness of the o&icers and men, ,,·iU (I(~pend 
upon the ,,·jse and manly conduct which shall fJC 8clopt(!d by 
them, when they art: mingled with tile great body of tile 
(ommunit}·. And, although the General has so freqtlcnt1)~ 

given it as his opinion, ill the most publi<:. and explicit mall .. 
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ner, that unless the principles of the federal government 
\vere properly supported, and the powers of tl1e union ih. 
~reased, the honour, dignit}r, undjustice of the nation, would 
be lost for ever; }~et he cannot help repeating, on this occa-

sion, so interesting a s6t1timent, and leaving it as his last 
injunctioll to e\'ery officer and every soldier, who 111ay \,ie,,, 

the subject in the same serious point of jght, to add his best 

endeavours to those of his worthy fellow-citizens, towur(la 

elFectiag these great and valuable purposes, on which our 
,gery existence as a nation so materially depends •. 

The Commander in Chief conceives little is DOW wanting 

to enable the soldier to change the military character into 

tllat of the citizen, but tilat steady, decent tenour of beha
viour, which has generally distinguished not only the army 
under his immediate comlnand, b~t the {lilferent deta~h. 

ments and armies, through the coune of the \var. From 

tht;r good sense and prudence he a.nticipates the Imppiest 
corlsequencesj and while lIe congratulates them on the glo. 
I-ie.lls occ~sion lvhiell renders th:,eir services in the field no 

... "' I. 

longer Ilecessary, he wisI1l~sto~~xp'rcss the strong obljga

tions he feels himself i~md,~r; f~~,tne assistance he has re-
eeh'ed from el't:ry class;:.antl ,in, every instance. He PrJ
!,ents his tllanks in the mo~t $erious and affectionate man. 
ner, to the general officers, as/lvell for their counsels 011 m:.l
ny interesting occasions, as fo,rt~eir ardour in pro~oting 
the success of the plans he had a'dopt~d-to the COlnmallU. 

ants of regiments, and corps, and 'to the other officers, for 

tht:ir zeal and attention in carry.-ing his orders promptly into 
execution-to the staff, fat their alacrity and .exactness in 
performing the dutie&of .their several depat-tolents; and l(t 

the non-commissioned officers and private soldiers, for tllcil' 
extraordinary patience and sllifering,· as· 1'lellns their in\·illci. 

'ble fortitude in action. To theV',arious branches of the nr. 

my, the General takes this last and solemnppport~lnity of 
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professing his inviolable attachment and friendship. He, 
wishes more than bare professions were in his power, that 
he was really able to be llseful to them all in future l~fe. He. 

flatters himself, however, they will do him the justice to be

lieve, that whatever could with propriety be attempted by 

him, has been done. 
And being DOW to conclude these his last public orders, to 

. take his ultimate leave in a shon time of the military cha-

racter, and to bid a final adieu to the armies he has so long 

had the honour to command, he can only again offer in their 

behalf, his recommendations to ttleir grateful country, and 
his prayers to the God of armies. May ample justice be 

done them here, and may the choicest of heaven's favours, 
both here and hereafter, attend those who. under the divine 
auspices, have secured innumerable blessings for others. 

With these wishes, and this benediction, the Commander in 
Chief is about to retire from service. The curtain of sepa-
ration will soon be dra\VD, and the military scene to him will 
be dosed for ever. 

--.-.... ... 
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GEN. WASHINGTON's WILL . 

.... 
YIRGINIA, Fair/az, II. 

I, George Deneale, Clerll of Faiif~ COU7lty Court, tiD certify, 
Thllt tht aubatquent copy of the ltut Will mztlTe&tDment 'oJ 
GEORGE WASHINGTON, dtCtflletl, IattPrelidtnt oftAe un;· 
ted Statta of America, ,",itA· the Schedule tmnt::td, is (I aue 
copy from the original, recorded;1I my office • .. 

. In testim(Jny whereof, I havehtrtunto att.1mJ·1Iand, ·tkia 
t3d doy . of JanutJry, ··1800. ............. • .. 

GEO.DENEALE,C.F. C.· 

.... 
IN 7'liE NAMB OF GOD, .4mtn • 

. I, GEORGI!: WASHINGTON, of MouD~V~rnOb, a 
citizen of the United States, and lately president of the· same, 
Do make. ordain, and declare this Instrument, which' is 

written with IDy own hand, and every page thereof subscrib- . 
ed with my name*, to be my 1.AST WIJ.L AXD TESTAMUT, . 

revoking an others. 
lmprimu.t.-AU my debts, of \Vhich there are but few, 

and none of magnitude, are to be, puactually and 3peediJy 
paid; and the legacies herein after bequeathed, are to be 
discharged 18 soon as circul1)s'tances wiD permit, and in the 

manner directed. 

• 1" 1M original nlfl7Ju«ripl, G~ORG& W ASRINGTO!f'S ntimtt i, 

1rrittnl at t"~ /lott'Wn f!f rf'trtJ /lClf(f'. 
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Item.-To my dearly beloved wife, Martita Washington, I 
S'i,,'e and beqtteath the lise, profit, and benefit of lny whole 
estnte, real and personal, for the terln of her natural life, 

except SllCll parts tllereof a's are specially dispos,ed of here

after. l\iy impro~·ed lot i,n tIle town of Alexandria, situated 
011 Pitt and Cameron streets, I giv'(! to 4er and her heirs for 
ever; ·as I also do my household and kitchen' furniture of 

every sort and kind, witll the liquors and groceries which 
may be on ha11tl at the time of my decease, to be used and 

disposed of as slle Inay thi.nk proper. 

Item.-Upon the decease of my wife, it is Iny ,viII and 

desire, that all th.e slaves which I hold in my own right, 
shall receive their freedom. To emancipate them during 
her life, \vould, though earnestl}? wished by 'me, be attended 

with such insuperable difficulties, on account of their illter

mixture by marriages with the dower negroes, as to excite 
the' most painful sensatiollfl, if not disagreeable consequences 

to the latter, while both descriptions are in the occupanc}' of 

tI1e same prol)rietor; it not being in my power, under the 
tenure by \vhich the do\ver negroes arf! held, to manumit 

them. And whereas, among those who will receive free

dom according to this devise, there may be some \vho, from 

old age or l)odilJT infirmities, and others who, on account of' 

their infanc}r, will be unable to support themsel\"es, it is my 
\vill and desire, that all \vho come uncier the first and second 
description, shall be comfortably clothed and fed by my 

heirs while they live: and that su~h of the latter descrip

tiOl1 as have no parents living, or, if li\'ing, are unable or un

willing to ·provicie for them, 811a11 l>e b,ound by the court un
til tht:j1 shall arrive at the age of 2ti years; and in cases 

,vllere no It;ccrd can be produced, whereby their ages can 
l,e ascertained, the judgment of the C()tlrt, upon its O\'VD ,';ew 
of the sllbject, shall be ade'1uate an (1 final. 1-'ht! negroes 

thus bound, are, (by their masters or mistresses,) to be 
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taught to read and write, and .bebrought up to some useful 
occupation, agreeably I to tile, laws of;· the commonwealth of 
Virginia, pro~idillg ·for.. the ·s:tJiwort: Qf orphan and .other poor 
childre,n.' And I do Jl~r~~y expressly f9rbid the :sale or 
,transportation Ollt of the,s~id ~ommon,we,alth"ofany, slave r 
,mal· die ipossessed of,under any pret~nce whatsoe~tr.4ncJ. 
I,do ,lnoreover most ,pointedly an~ most sQlemnl}~ enjoin it 

uponLJriy executars,.hereafter·nanled,or the survivors of them, 
~to, see that thi8;_cla~se respecting slaves, and every ,part there .. 

of, ... be. rdigio\lsly' fulfilled: at the epochj~t whicb,itis ,directed 

tortakerplaoe, ~'vitllQUt :vv.asi~ neglect, ;or ,delay, after the. 

cthps~ 'whioh:;may then lbe:.,.onutne ;~groundare ,b~a~vested, 
partiti.tlarly J as.;it :respectt8 .. the .'aged and lin firm,; :.s~ei<ng that a 
r-egular and tlermanel1t,~ fund be<teatablished for their support 
as long<'<~~.:,they are' sJJhjects requiJ:tllg it, llQt trlJsting to the 
Ullcertain: pro\,ision' imade :by individt1a1s • ...,...Ap~, ~to my mu
lattO<~ man,fWilliam,," ~dalling; bimself!Wi/ljam:Lee,) ~l gjve.~illl
mediate freedom, . dr:~if he should 'prefer it, (on' :account of 
the accidents whic~~have befalle,n him, and Wllich have ren

dered 'him incapable of walking, or of a~y active amploy~ 
Inent,) to remain in the situation he now is, it shall ~be op. 
tional in'him to do,soj,in'eithercasef:'however, I allow him 
an ,annuity ()f'so' dollars' cluringhis natural life, \vhich shall 

be iB(l.epend~nt !of the \ .. j~tJ.Ulls and clothes he llas been ac .. 

custo'm\~d to receive, if ;he chooses the latter ,altemati,'e ; but 

in -full' 'with ~isfreedom, ~if he prefers the first ; and this I 

gi~·e ;him as a .testilnony,of my sense ,of his attachment to 

me, and for his faithflll services during the .revolutionary 
war. : 

Itcln.-To the trustees, (governors, or by ,whatsoever 
other name ·they may lle designated,) of the academy in the 
town of Ale""ndria, I give cand bequeath, in trust, 4000 

dollars, or in othel' words, 20 of the share$ which I hold itl 

the bank of Alexandria, to\vards tIle support of a free schoo), 

.. 2 Z 
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established at, ~tld annexed to .. tIle said acaden1y,· for tIlt! 
pllrpose of educating,orphan'Gllildren, Of tIle cl,ildren of such 
other poor and ihdigentpetS<>llSt: asd\1~e"utta\)tc;to' accom
plish it withtheifo own means, ana whb, i.n the~'judgmelltof 
tIle trustees of 'the said' sem.irial}r, are best entitled tp the 
berlefit of thia don,ation~., The' aforesaid 20 811a~es ':1 ~ive 
and Ilequeath in perpetuity, tIle-dividends only .,of \~hicl\· are 
to be dra,vn' for, and applied by the said·, tlitstees, ~ for -the 
time being, .for the uses, above: me~tione4; th'e stock to' re .. 

main entire :and untouched, unless; indicati~as'!,6\f fa,lurle.; ef 

the said bank should' b6: so apparent, :or~' ad~s'coh~inuance 
thereof,shOttld render,a removal dfthis fll~d.nec«ssary.,.~In 
eitl'ler of· these "'cases, the amount ~~aftth~, stotk;.~here ,de~incrl 
is to be ve$ted 'in sOrtie ·'ocher baDK~,·or!public .institution, 
whetteby the' interest "lay: With regularity, and 'certai~ty: be 
dm~\vl) and .. ipplied as'; aoove. ,: ~nd. t-o ~prevent'c .. misconcep-
tion, my meaning: is,nno is hereby declar~d· to 11e, that tb~se 
~osharesare ,in lieu 'of, and not ,in -audition to, the 'lOOOI~ 

given by' a missive letter:some"years agO, in consequence 
\Vllereof an annuity of sol .. has ~since been pUd to-wards, t·lle 
support of i:l1is institution. ' 
~ .ltem ........ Whereas·by a'law of tIle commonw,ealth ofVirgi
nia, ,enacted in they"ear· 1785; the legislature th~reof ,\~as 

pleased, (as an e\,jdence of its approbation of the servi~~s I 

had rendered the public. during the .revolution, and partl}~, I. 

believe, in con8ideration.,~£ m}''' 'having suggested the ,',past 

advantages which the'co~,munity'\vouki derive froot the ex. 

tension of its inland navigation, under legislative patronage.,) 
to presellt me \vith 100 shares, of 100 dollars each, in the 

incorporated company established for tIle' purpose of ex
tending the navigation. of James rivel·, from the tide-water 

to the mountains; and also with 50 shares of 1001. sterling 
each, in tIle corporation of nnotller company', like,vise esta

l'lished for the similar purpose of opening the navigation of 



the ri,rer ,PotO!t)112ac" fronl. the tide~'vater to Fort Cumber-
. \ ' 

land; tIle acceptance .of \v hich, altl10ugh the offer ,vas high-
ly 'honollrable and grateful to my feelings, ,vas refused, as 
incon~iste11t ,vith a 'principle which I had aclopted, and had 
11e\'~r departed froln--namely, Datto receive pecl1niary cont
pensation for an}' s~rviccs I could render my COulltry in its 
arduous strug~gle with Great-Britain for its .rights, and be

cause I hacl evaded similar I)ropositi~ns from other state's 
in the union; adding to tllis rcf~5a),. however, an intill1a. , 
tion, that, if it s,hould be the pl~¥ur~ of the legislature to 
I>ernlit me to appropriate tIle said shares to public uses, I 
\vould receiye thelll on those ,terms~ \\,~th due sensibility; and 
this it having consented to, in flattering terms, as will appear 
b}- a subsequent law, and sund~y ~re~olutions, in the most am

IJle alld 110nOll1~able manner-I procee<l, after this J-ecital, for 
- I 

the more correct unde~staDding o~ ~he case, tel declare, That 
~lS it has aJ\vay's been a source of sel·ious :Jegret \vi~h me, to 

see the }·Ollth of these United States sent to foreign countries 

for the purposes of education, often ~~forc their minds were 
formed, or they had iml)ibed any adequate id~as of tIle hap
Iliness of their o\vn; contracting, too frequently, not onl}· ha .. 
bits of dissipation an-d extra\1agance, but principles unfriendly 
to rejJublican gOt'er12nle11t, and to the true and gC1luine liberties 
oj mankind, ,vhich, t11ereafter, are rarely overcome. Fer 
these reasons, it l1a5 been my ardent wish to see a plan de
vised, on a liberal scale, which would ha,·e a tendency to 

spread systematic ideas through all parts of this rising ,em
pire, thereb)' to do u\vay local attachments and state prejudi
ces, as far as the nature of things ,Yould, or indeed ought to 

admit, frotr.t our national councils. Looking anxiously for
,,'ard to the accomplishment of so uesi.rable an object as this 

is, (in my f'stimation,) n1y mind has 110t beell able to con· 

template aray plan more likel}' to effect the measure, thaD 
tIle establishment of a university ill a central part of the Unl. 
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ted States', to which the };pouths of fortune and talents from 
all parts thereof, might be sent for the conlpletion of their 

edllcation in all the branches of polite literature, in the arts 

and sciences, in acquiring knowledge in the principles of po

litics and good government; and, as a matter of infinite im

portance in' my judgment, b)7 associating with each other, 
and forming friendships in juvenile years, be enabled to free 
tllell1selves, in a proper degree, from those local prejudices 

,and habitual ~alousies \\Thich have jttst been mentioned, and 
which, when carried' to excess, are never-failing sources of 

disquietude to the public mind, and pregnant of mischievous 

consequence's to this countty.~Under these impressions, so 
fully dilated, 

.Itel1z.~I give and bequeath, in perpetuity, the '50 shares 

which I hold in the Potowmac company, Cunder!he aforesaid 

acts of the legislature of ,Virginia,) to\vards the endo\vment 

of a university, to be established within the lilnits of the 

district of Columbia, under the auspices of the general go

vernment, if that government should incline to extend a 
fostering hand towards it; and until such seminary is esta
blished, and the funds arising on these shares shall be re
quired for its support, my fllrther \vill and desire is, that the 

profit accruing thl'refrom, shall, wllenever the dividends are 
made, be laid out in purchasing stock in the bank of Colum
bia, or some other bank, at the discretion of Iny executors, 

or by the treasurer of the United States for the time. being, 

under the direction of Congress, provided that honourable 

'bod}· should patronize the measure; and the dividends pro-
ceeding from the purchase of such stock are to be ,'ested in 

more stock, and 50 on, until a SUln adequate to the accom

plishment of the object is ob)tained, of which I ha,"e not the 

smallest doubt before many' )~ears pass aW3}1, even jf no aid 

or encouragement is given by legislative allthorit}·, or from 

~n'y other source. 
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liem.-..Tlle hundred shares which I hold in the James 
river company, I have given, an{1110W confirm, in perpetu
ity-, to and for the use and benefit of Liberty Hall Academy·, 

in the county of Rockbridge, in the commonwealth of Vir-
• • 

glDla. 

Item.-I release, exonerate, and discharge, the estate of 

In}' (leceased brother, Samuel fVashington, fronl the payment 
of the money \vhich is due to me for the land I sold to Phi. 

lip Pendleton, (lying in the cou~ty:of Berckley,) who assign
ed the same to him, the said Samuel, who, by agreenlent, 

,vas to :pay me therefor: and \Vllereas by some contract, 

(the purport of which was never communicated to me,) be
tweetl tIle said Samuel and his son Thornton UTashingtoll, the 

latter became possessed of the aforesaid land, without any 

C01l\"eyance having passed from me, either,~9 the said Pen

dleton, the saicl Samrlel, or the' said Thprntolz, and witholtt 
any consideration having been made, by whicll fteglect, 
neither the legal nor equitable title has been alienated; it 
rests therefore with me, to declare m}" intentions concerning 
the premises: and these are, to give and bequeath the said 

land to \vhomsoever the said Thornton Washington, (who is 
also dead,) devised the same, or to his heirs for ever, jf he 

died intestate, exonerating the estate of the said Tllornton, 
equally with that of the said Samuel, from paynlent of the 

purchase money, which, with interest, agr_~eably to the ori
ginal contract with the said Pendleton, wou1d amount to 
more than ioool. And whereas, two other sons of mv . 
said deceased brother Samuel, namel}r, George Steptoe Wasll-

.ington, and Lawrence Augustine vVashingtoTl, ,,,ere, by the 

decease of those to whose care they \vere committed, 

brought under my protection, and, in c~nsequence, have oc
casioned advances on my part for their education at college 
and other schools, and for their board, clothing, and other 

incidental expenses, to the amount of near 5000 dollars, 
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over and above the sums furnished by their estate j which 
SUln it rna}' be incon\"enient for them or their father's estate 

to refund-I do, for these reasons, acquit them and the 
said estate from the payment thereof; my intention being, 
that all accounts between them and me, and their fatlle~'s 
estate and me; shall stand balanced. 

Itenl.-~I"he balance dlle to me from the estate of Bar
tholomew Dandridge, deceased, (my wife's brother,) and 
which alllOllnted, on the first da}? of October, 1795, to 4251. 

(as ,viII appear by an account rendered by his deceased son, 
John Dandridge, \vho was the acting executor of his father's 
'vilt,) I release and acquit from the payment thereof. And 
the negroes, (then 33 in number,) formerly belonging to tb,: 

said estate, who were taken in execution, sold, and purchased 
in on my account, in the year , and ever since ha\"e re· 
mained in the possessi,on and to the use of flfary, widow of 
the said Bartll. Da'tldridge, with their increase, it is my \vill 
and desire, shall continue and be in her possession, "rithout 

, pa}·ing hire, or making compensation for the same, for tIle 
time past or to come, during her natural life; at the expira
tion of \vhich, I direct, that all of them who are 40 )'ears old. 
and up,vards, shall recei\'e their freedom; all under that 
age and above 16, shall ser\'e seven }·cars, and no longer; 
311d all under 16 }?ears, shall servp, ttntil they are 25 years 
of age, and thell be free. Ancl t() ;.fvoid disputes respectin,g 
the ages of any of these l1egrocs, \ilC}1 are to be takell into 
the court of the county. in ,vIli,il til('Y res~de, and the judg
nlcnt thereof, in this relation, shall !)t~ ,final, aDd 14eco·rd 
thereof nlade, ,vhicll may be adduced as evidence at ~lny 
tinle thereafter, jf disput~s should arise concerning the 
same. ,And I further direct, that the l1eirs of the f;aid 
Barth. IJana'ridge, shall equall}' share the benefits arising 
from tIle ser\"ices of the Eai(l negroes, according to the tenor 
of this de,,·ise, llpon the decease of llleir motllcr. 
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ltenz.-If Charles Carter, who intermarried with my 
niece Betty L~i8, is not sufficiently secured in the title to 

the lots he hatt of me in the town of Fredericksbul·g, it is 

my will and desire, that my executors shall make such con
ve}~ances of them as the la\v requires to render it perfect. 

Rem.--To m)' nephew, William Augustine Washington, and 
his heirs, (if he should concei,'e them to be objects \vorth 

prosecuting,) a lot in the town of Manchester, (oppositt! to 

Richmond,) No. 265, drawn on my sole account, and aJso 
the tenth of 1 or 200 acre lots, and two or three !la1f-acre 
lc.,ts, in the city and vicinity of Richmond, drawn in part
nership \vith nine othel-s, all in the lottery of tIle de(~eased 

'\Tilliam Bird, are given; as is also a lot wh;ch I purchased 

of J,)hn Hood, conveyed by William Willie and Samuel 

Gordon, trustees of the said John Hood, nu~bered 139, in 
the town of Edinburgh, in the county of Prince George, 
state of Virginia. 

Item.-To my nephew, Bushrod Washington, 1 give ad 
bequeatll all the papers in my possession which : relate to my 
ci\9il and military adminiscration of the affair!s of this coun-
try; I leave to him also such of my pri,rate papers as are 

worth preserving; atld, at the decease of my \vife, and before, 

if she is not inclined to retain them, I give and bequeath my 
library of books and pamphlets of every kind. 

lienl.-Having sold lands which I possessed in the state 

of Pennsylvania, and part of a tract held in equal right 

\vith George Clinton, late go,·emor of New-York; m}~ 

share of land and interest in tlie Great Dismal Swamp, and 

a tract of larid \Vllich I o\vned in the county of Gloucester
\vithholding the legal titles thereto, until the consideration 
money should be paid--and having moreover leased, and 
conditionally sold, (as \vill appear by the tenor of the said 

leases,) all my lands· upon the Great Kenhawa, and a tract 

'lpon Difliclllt Ru~" in the cOllnt}1 of Loudon, it is my ,viII 
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an(1 direction, that \vhensoe,,-er the contracts are full),· and 
resllectively complied with, according to the spirit, true in .. 

tent, and meaning thereof, on the part of the purchasers, their 
heirs or assigns, that then, and in that case, con,,·eyances 
are to be made, agreeable to tIle terms of the said contracts, 
and the money arising therefrom, when paid, to be vested 

in bank stoc}:; the dividends whereof, as of that also which 
is already vested therein, is to inure to m}· said wife during 
her life; but the stock itself is to remain and be subject to 

the general distribution hereafter directed. 

ltem.--To the Earl of Buchtllz, I re-commit " the box 
made of the oak that sheltered the bra\·e Sir William Wallace 
after the battle of Falkirk," presented to me by his lordship 
in terlns too flattering for me to repeat, with a request " to 
pass it, on the event of my decease, to the m~ in my coun .. 

try who should appear to merit it best, upon the same condi. 
tions that ha\'e induced him to send it to me."-Whether 
easy or not, to select THE K .. ~ N who might comport with his 
lordship's opinion in this respect, is not for me to sa}·; but 
conceiving that DO disposition of this valuable curiosity can 
be more eligihle than the re-commitment of it to his own 
cnbinet, agreeably to the original desip of the Goldsmith's 
company of Edinburg11, who presented it to him, and, at his 
request, consented dlat it should be transferred to me-I do 
give and bequeath the same to his lordshil'; and, in case of 
his decease, to his heir, with my grateful thanks for the dis
tinguishedhonour of presenti11g it to me, and more espe

ciallv for the fa,'ourable sentiments with which he occom-
• 

panied it. 
Itnn.---To my brother, Charlea Washington, I giye and be. 

queath the gold-headed cane left me by Dr. Franklin, in his 
will. I add Doth;,-.. ·• to it, because of the ample provision I 

Jlave made for hi~ i~:;ue. To the acqllaintances and friends 
of my jllvenilc :rears, LaTc',·el1ct' ,'" a.thin .. ~ton ~and Robel't ffr o..h-
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ingto11, of Chotanct, I give my other two gold-headed canes, 
having my arms engraved on them; and to each, (as they 
will tle l:1seful where they live,) I leave one of the sp}~.glass-
es, which constituted part of "llY eqllipage during the late 

,yare To Iny compatriot in arms, and old and intimate 

friend, Dr. Crail, J give m}F bureau, or, as the cabinet-mak-
ers call it, tam60Uf-secretal·Y, and the circl,lar chair, an ap

pendage of my 1Jtudy_ To Dr. Daoid Stewart, I gi,'e my 
large shaving and dressing table, and m}" telescope_ To the 
re,rerend, now Brytm Lord F(lirjax, I give a Bible, ill tllree 
large folio volumes, ""ith notes, presented to me b}, the Rt. 
Rev. ThOllUl8 Wii.toll, bishop of Sodor and Man. To Gel). 
De la Fayette, I give a pair of finely \vrought steel pistols, ' 
taken from 'lhe enemy in therevolutionat'}9 war. To m}' 

sisters-in-law, Hannah JVashingtoR and Mildred lYtlIhington 
-to my frieDlu, EleanDr Stuart, Hannah 'Ytl8laington, of Fair
field, and EIiz..16eth W tl8hingtrm.of Hayfield, I ai\1e each a 
mourning ring ,'ftlle value of 100 dollars. 1'hes,e bequests 
are Dot made for the intriRsic value of them, t..ut as,m~men-
tOI of my 'esteem and reprd. To Tobiaa .!ear, I give the 
use of the farm which he now holds, in 'virtue of' a lease 
from me to him and his deceased wife, (for and during their, ", 
natural lives,) free fl'ol\\ r(.nt during his life; at the eXpi~a~"': 
tion of which, it is to bt~ disposed of as is hereinafter dj. ','" .' " 
reeted. To SaU!! B. Hfl!,nit, (a distant relation of mi~e,) I 
gi,ge and bequeath 300 dollars. To Sarah Green, daughte'r 
of the deceased ThDmas B;""DP, and to .tInn Wt,utr, dallgh-
ter of JoAn illton, also dect,ased, I give t~ach 100 dollars, in 
consideration of the attachment of their fathers to me, eacll 
of wnom having lived nearly 40 }'ears in my family. To 
each of my nephews, 'Yilliam ..:fllgwtine ~YQ~,hington, George 
Irwi" George Steptoe 'Va8hingt,n, Btl8hrod TV lLyhingtolJ, and 
Samuel lfTashington, I gi,'e one llf the slvords, or cutteallX, 

qf which I ma}' die possessed; and the)· are to choose in the-

~ -~ 



oJ'cIer tIle)7 are! 11nmed. These s,vorcls are accompanied· 
,vitIl an injllnction, not to unsheath tllem for the purpose of 
shedding blood, except it be for self-defence, or in defence 
of thl~ir country and its rig11ts ; and, in the latter case, to keep 

t~lem unsheath,ed, and IJrefer falling \vith them in their hands, 
tCt tIle relinquisllment thereof. 

And no\v, having gone througll tl1ese specific devises, 

,~,jth eXl11anations for tIle more correct understanding of the 

Rleaning and clesign of them, I I>roceecl to the distributicn 
of the Inore important parts of lll}" estate, in manner follo\v-
• trlg :--

First.---'!"o my nephew, Bushrod Washington, and l1is 
heirs, (part)}7 in COllsicleration of an intimation to his deceas

ed father, while we \vere bachel,ors, and he had kindly under~ 
taken to superinten{l my estate' dllring my militar}, services 

in tIle former war between Great-Britain and France, that if 
I should fall therein, Mount-Vernoll, then less extensive in 

donla-in than at present, should become his property,) I gi\~e 
and bequ·eathall tllat part thereof which is comprehended 
\vithin the follo\ving limits, vi~~. Beginning at tIle ford of 
Dogue Run, near my mill, and extending along the roarj, 

and bOllnded tllereby·, at' it nc)\v· goes, an<1 ever has gone, 

sillce nl)· recollecti0n of it, to the ford of Little Hunting 

creek, at the Gum Spring, until it comes to a knowl oppo .. 
site to an old road w11ich fornlerly passed through t!le lower 

fie1(l of l\Iudd)~-hole farn1, nt which, on tIle north side of 
the said roau, are t11ree red c)r Spanish oaks, marked as a 

corner, and a stone placed--thence by a line of trees to be 

lllurl,cd rectul1gular, to tIle back line or ollter boundary of the 
tract bct\veen 1~homas Mason and In)'self-thence \vith t11at 

IjI1C easterly, (no\v doul)le (litching, \vith a post and rail fence 
thereon,) to tIle run of Little Hunting creek-thence witll 
that run, which is the boundary between the lands of the late 
H. Pea,e and me, to tIle tid~!.\vater of the said creek-thel1ce 

by that water to Poto\vmac. ri\1er---~hence \vith tl1e l·iver to 
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the mouth of Dogue cree1 , and thence \vith tIle said Dogtle 
cre'ek to the place of beginl1ing at t11e aforesaid ford: COIl ... 

taining ul)\vurds qf 4009 acres, be the sanie m\')re or less, to. 

together with the mansion house and all other buildillgS and 

itnprovcme;nts thereon. 
Second.·-In consideration of tlle consanguinitJ' l>etween 

thcln and my ,vife, being as nearly related to l1er as to m)~

self, as orl account of the affection I 'had for, and the obllga-

. tion I was uncler to, tlleir fatller,' when living, WI10 from l1is. 
youth, had attached himself to my pe'rson, and followed my 
fortlllles through the vicissitudes of the late rev·olution, at. 

terwards d.evoting his time to the sllperintendance of 11:1)' pri. 
vate concerns for many }'ears, whilst my public employments 
.rendered it ilnpracticable for me to do it my.self, thereby 

affording me essential servic·es, and always performing.thenl 
'in a manner the most filial and respectful-For tht!se rea-

sons, I sa)', I give andb~queath to George Fayette Washing

ton, and Lawrence Augustine Waslzilzgton, and their heirs, 

nly estate east of I4Iittle Hunting Creek, lying on the ri\rer 

Potowmac, including tIle farm of 360 acres, leased to To

hias Lear, as noticed before, and containing in the wllole', 
by deed, two thousand and twenty-seven acres2 be it more 

or less; which said estate it is my will and desire should 

be equitably and ad\7antageously divided bet\veen thein, ac
cording.to quantity, q.ualit}?, and other circumstances, when 

the }TOtlngest shall have arri,'ed at the age of 21 years, lJY 
three judicious and disinterested men.j Olle to be chosen by 

. e'ach of the l)rotllers, and the third by the&e two. In the 

mean time, if tIle termillation of my wife's intertst therein 
should have ceased, the profits arising therefrom are to be 

applied for their jOiIlt uses and l)enefit. 

Third.-Ancl \vhereas, it has alwa)"s been my intention, 

sin·ce my e:{pectation of having isslle l1as ceased, to consi. 

der. the gralld-children of my "life, in tJ.le s~\m·e ligllt as I 



llo n1j~ O"Vll relations, alld to act a friendly part by them, 
more fspecial1}' by the t\VO ,v11~m \ve have raised from their 

carlir.st infanc}~-namcl)7., E1lea110r Par~ Cu,~tis, antI George 
Il'llshiJJ.g'tOll Park C1llstis I' and ,vhereas, the forn'ler of tllc:se 

hatll lately' intermarrie(l \vith Latvrence Lewis, a SOil of nlY 
(leceascu sister, Betty Ler.uis, 11Y \vhich union the induce
Inent to provide for thenl botll has been increaser}; where
fore I give and bequeath to the saicl Lawrence Lewis, and 

Eleallor Park Lewis his wife, and their heirs, the residue 

of my MOUllt-Vernon estate, not already' devised to m}7 ne

phe,v, Buslzrod ~f;~asllington, comprehendecl within the fol. 
lo\villg des·cription, viz. All the land north of the road-lead

ing from tl1e ford of Dogue run to the Gum Spring, as de
scribed in the de\rise of the other part of the tract to Bush-, 
, t·od TVasllin,gton, until it comes to the stone, and three red or 

Spanish oaks on the kno\\TI; tllel1ce with the rectangular 

line to the qnck li.ne, (between Mr. Mason and me;) thence 

with ,that line westerly along the new double ditch to Dogue 

run, by tIle tllmbling dam of my mill; thence with the said 
run· to the ford afore-mentioned: to which I add all the 

land I possess west of the said Dogue run and Dogue 

creek, bounded easterly and southerly thereby; together 
witll the'miIJ, distillery', and all other hOllses and improve
ments on the prelnises; making together about 2000 acres, 

be it more or less. 

FOllrth.-Actuated b),. the principle already mentioned, I 
give and l)equeath to George Waslzington Par~ Cl/,stis, the 

grandsol1 of my' wife, and my ,\vard, and to his heirs, tIle 

tract I llold on Four Mile Run, in the vicinity of Alexan

dria, containing 1,200 acres, more or less, and OlY entire 

SClllare, No. 21, in the city of Washington. 
rifth.-All the rt:st and residue of my estate, real and 

personal, not disposed of in manner aforesaid, in whatsoever 

-consisting, wheresoever lying, and wheresoever found, (a 
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schedule of which, as far us is recollected, \vith a reasonablt~ 

estimi.lt,' of its value; is hereunto annexed,) I desire may bt~ 
sold l)y my executors, at suell times, in such manner, and 

on suell credits, (if an equal, valid, and satisfactory distribu

ti.Ol1 of the specific property cannot be made ,vithout,) as in 

theIr judgnlent shall be most conducive to the interest of 

t1le parties concerned, and the monies arising therefrom to 

be divicled into 23 equal parts, and applie(l as follows, viz. 
To William AZ/gll8tine fVashington, Elizaheth Spotswood, 

Jane Thornton, an(l tIle heirs of Ann AshtOl1, son and daugh. 

~rs of my deceased br.other Augustine UTashingto11, I give 
311d bequeath four parts, that is, one part to each of them: 

To Fielding Lewis, George .Lewis, Rohert Lewis, Howell 

Lewis, and Betty Carter, sons and daughter of m)9 deceased 

sister Betty Lelvis, I give and bequeath five other parts, <?De' 

to each of them: To George Steptoe Washington, Lawrencfll.. 

IJTasl1il2gton, Harrzet Pa,·1s, and the heirs of Thornton 

Washington, sons and daughter of my deceased brother 

Samuel Washington, I give a~d bequeath the other four 
.. parts, one part to each of them: To Corbin Washington, and 

the heirs of Jane Wa.fJhi,1gton, son and daughter of my de

ceased brother John A.- 1Vashington, I gi\re and bequeath 

two parts, one part to each of them: To Samuel Washington, 
}'rances Ball, and Mildred Hrlmmond, son and daughters of 

my? IJrother Charles 1Va~'hil1gton., I give and bequeatll tllree 

parts, one part to each of them; and' to· Geo. F. Washington, 
Clzarle,fl AZlg. Wa.sllington, and il'laria Was/lington, sons and 

daughter of m)1 deceasede'nephew Geo. A. Washington, I 

give one other part, that is, to each a tllird of that part: 1~o 

Eliz. Park LaitJ, lIfartha Park Peter, and Eleanor Pal·R Ler.vis, 
I gi\re and beqlleath tllrce other parts, that is, a part to 

each of them: • and to Ill}· nephe\vs, Bushrod TtVashillgtoll and 

Law. Leu1is, and to nly \vard, ~he granclson of Illy wife, I 

gi\'c an(l bequeath one other part, that is, a third tllercof to 
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each of them. And if it should so happen, that any "r tht~ 
persons whose names are here enumerated, (unknown to me,) 
should now he dead, or should die before me, that ill either 

of tllese cases, ttle l1eirs of such deceased persons shall, not

withstanding, deri\~e all the benefits of the bequest, ill the 

saine manner as if he or she was actually living at the time~ 

And by way of advice, I recommend to m}· executors not to 
be l)recipitate in disposil1g of the landed property, (therein 
tlirected to be sold,) if from tetnporarJT causes the sale tllere

of should be dull; experience having fully evinced, that tile 

price of lalld, especially ab()\~e the falls of the rivers and on 
the. \vestern v/aters, has been progressively rising, and can

not b~ long checked in its increasing value. And I particu

larly recommend it to ~llCh of the legatees, Ctln(ler this clause 

of my w:l1,) as can make it convenient, to take each a share 

of lny stock in the Poto\vrnac company, in preference to the 

amount of what it might sell for-being thorougly convinced 
myself, that no uses to \vhich the money can be applied, will 
be so productL\re as the tolls arising from this navigation 
\vhen in full operation, (and this from tIle nature of things, it 

must be er~ long,) and more especially if that of the Shenan
doah is addecl thereto. 

The fanlily ,·ault at 1I1ount. Verllvn requiring repairs, and 

being improperly situated besides, I desire that a ne,v one 

of brick, and upon a larger scale, may be built at the foot of 

what is commoll1y called the Vine)·ard enclosure, on the 
ground wltich is markecl out-in which In}· remains, with 

those of nly deceased relations, (now in the old vault,) and 

such others of my family as rna}' choose to be entombed 

tllere, may' be deposited. And it is my express desire, 

that my corpse rnny be int( rred in a privat~ manner, without 

parade or funtral oration. 

La.c:tly.-I cotlstitltte and appoint my dearl}" bclovecl ,vife, 
~ 

j11artlla 111 ash ing"JolZ, my nCI)11c,vS rVillialn A1Igllstilie fV(JS/l-



:itlgt01Z, Buslll"od TVashi11gton, George. Steptoe fYashi,zgton, 
Sanluel Washington, and Lawrence Le'luis, and my ward 

G~orge Washillgt01Z Park e'lstis, (when he shall have arrived 

at the age of 20 years,) executrix and e~ecutors of tlli$ my 
WILL AND TESTAMENT-in the construction of which, it ,viii 
readily be perceived, that no professional character has 

been consulted, or has had any agency in the draught; and, 

tllat althougll it has occupied many of my leisure hours to 

digest, and to tllrO\\T it into its present form, it may, not\vith. 

stan<ling, appear crude and incorrect-but ha\7ing endea

voured to be plain and explicit in all the devises, e\'en at the 

expense of prolixity, perhaps of tautology, I hope and trust, 

that no disputes will arise concerning them; but if, contra· 

ry to expectation, the case should lle otherwise from the 

~vant of legal expression, or the usual technical terms, or 

because too much or too little has been said on any of the 

devises to be consonant with la\v, m}9 \vill and direction ex

pressly is, that all disputes, (if unhappily any' should arise,) 

shall be decided by three impartial and intelligent men, 

known for their probity and good understanding-two to 

be chosen b}· the displltants, eacll ha,ring the choice of one, 

and the third by those two-lvhich three Inen thus chosen 

shall, unfettered b)· la\v or legal constructions, declare the 

sense of tlle testator's intentions; and such decision is, to 

all intents tlnd pllrposes, to be as I)inding on the parties as 

if it had been given in tIle supreme court of the United 

States. 

In lvitness of all and each of tIle thi1lgs herein contailzed, I hmJc 
set l1Zy hand an.d seal, this nirztll day of J!lly, in the year 

Olle tlzousand seven h711zdred and l1inet!1 *, and of the inde
pen(/ence oj tIle United States the twenty-flllrth. 

GEORGE rVA/iHINGTON. 

.~ It 811pears the testator omitted tile word nine. 



368 APPENDIX& 

seHED'ULE 
Offt~ofterty c01nftrehended in ilze foregoing TVILL, directe(llo i.e 

Bold, and &Olne ofit conditiona.lly i, 8old-lfvith de8crijltitJe and ex

J.n.atory note, tbereto. ' 

IN VIRGINIA. 

Acrea. Price. Dolla'rB. 
fIt# 

300 6,666« Loudon co. I)ifticutt Rlln, 

Loudon and Faquier, 
Ashby's, Bent, 
Chattin"s Run, 

Berkley, S. fork of Bouliskin, 
Head of Evan's m. 

2-,481 lOde 24,810 }h 
885 8 7,080 

1,600 

In Wormley's line, 

Frederick, bought from Mercer.; 
Hampshire, on Potowmac river, 

above B. 
Gloucester, on North-river, 

453 

183 --
2,2~l6 2() 

571. 2() 

240 15 

400 ahOllt 

Nansemotld, near Suffolk one-third 

of 1,119 acres, 373 IJ 

Great Dismal Swamp, my dividend 
thereof, 

587* 

a60ut 
Ohio river, Round Bottom, 

l.ittle Kenhawa, 
Sixteen miles lower do\vn, 
Opposite Big Bent, 

2,314· 

2,448: 
4,39~t 

-_. L)ollar~" 

9,r44~ 10 

44, 720c'· 

11,420d 

3,600c 

3,6OOf 

2,984g 

20,OOOIz 

97,~ 



~APPENDIX. 869 

GREAT KENHAWA. 
ACt-es. Price. Dol/ar8~ 

Near tIle north.west, 10,180 

Etlst side above, 7,276 

Mouth of Cole river, 

Opposite thereto, 2,9~~O} 

B~lrning Spring, 125· 

2,000 

3,075 

l\'IARYLAND. 
Charles County, 600 6lf. 

Montgomery ditto, 519 12 

Great Meadows, 

PENNSYLVANIA. 
234 6 

NEW-YORK. 

Moha\vk river, about 1000 6 

NORTH.'VEST TERRITORY. 
On Little Miami, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Rough Creek, 
Ditto adjoining, 

339 

977 
1,235 

3,251 5 

KENTUCKY. 
3000 

2000 

5000 2 
-LOTS, tJtZ. 

CITY OF WASHINGTON. 
'fwo near the capitol, square .654, cost 963 dolllrs, 

200,OOOk 

3,6001 

6,228111 

1,404n 

6,0000 

'16,251p 

10,OOOq 

and with buildings, 15,000,-

N°s. 5, 12, 13, and 14, the three last water lots on 

the Eastern Branch, in square 667, containiIlg 

together 34,4,38 square feet, at 12 cents1 4,1329 

:3 B 
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• \LEXANDRIA. Dolla'rso 

Corner of Pitt and Prince-streets, half all acre laid 
out into buildings, three or four of \vhicb are let 

on ground rent at three dollars per foot, 4000t 

WINCHESTER. 

A lot in the town, of half all acre, and anotller in 
the commons, of about six acres, supposed 400lt 

BATH OR WARM SPRINGS. 
Two well situated, and Ilad buildings to the amount 

of 1501.. 8001; 

sTOCK. 

UNITED STATES. 
Six per cent. 3,746 

Ditto deferrc.J, 1,813} 2,500 
Three ller cent. 2,946 

POTOWMAC COMPANY .• 
Twenty-four shares, cost each 1001. sterling, 

JAMES RIVER COMPANY. 

BANK OF COLUMBIA. 
One hundred and seventy shares, cost S40 eacll, 

B~-\NK OF ALEXANDRIA. 
Besides twenty shares to the free school--s • 

• 
STOCK LIVING, VIZ. 

One covering horse, five calTiage horses, four riding 
ditto, six brood mares, 20 ,,'orking horses and 
lnares, 2 covering jacks, and 3 young ones j 10 

she asses, 42 \vorking mules, 15 }lounger ones, 

329 head of homed catde, 640 head of sheep, and 

a large stock of hogs, the precise number un .. 

6,246w 

500y 

6,8002. 

1000 



kllO\Vll. ~ My manager has estimated this live 

sto,k at 7,0001. but I shall set it down, in ordel· 

to make a round sum, at 

371 

Dollars. 

15,653 

.Aggregate amount, 530,000 

NOTES. 

a. 1"his tract for the size of it, is \~aluable, more tor its 
situation otllan the quality of its soil, dlOUgh that is good for 

farming; with a considerable proportion of ground that 
might very easily be improved into nleadow. It lies on the 

great road fronl the city of WashingtoD, Alexaadria, and 

George-Town, to Leesburgb and Winchester, at DiSicult 
Bridge, nineteen miles from Alexandria, lesd trom the city 
and George-Town, and not morc than three from Matilda
,-ille, at the great falls of Potowmac. There is a valuable 
seat on the premises, and the wllole is conditionally sold fOl· 

the sum annexed in the schedule. 

b. What the selling prices 0.£ Jands in the vicinit}, of these 
t\VO tracts are, I know Dot j bllt compared with those aoo\'e 

the ridge, and others below it, the value annexed "ill apl)ear 
Inoderate; a less one ,,·ould not obtain them from me. 

c. The SlllTOunding land not superior in soil, aituatioDf or 
properties of any sort, sells currently at from twenty to thirty 
dollars an acre. The lowest price is affixed to these. 

d. The observations made in the Jast note, apply equally 
to this trdct, being in the vicinity of them, and of similar 
quality, although it lies in another county. 

e. This tract, though small, is extremely valuable. It lies 

on Potowmac ri,,·er, about twelve miles above the town of 

Bath, (or Warm Springs,) and is ill the shape of a horse-
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shoe, the river running almost around it. Two hundred 
acres of it are ricll low-grounds, ,vith a great abundance of 
the largest and fin~st wa}llut trees, which, with the prodllce 

I 

of the soil, might, ':Cby means of the improved navigation of 
th~ Potowmac,) be bro~ght to a shipping port with more 
ease, and at a smaller expense, 'than that which is transport~ 

ed thirty nliles only by land. 

f. "This tract is of !Second rate Glollctster lo,v grounds. It 
has no improvements thereon, but lies on navigable water, 

abounding in fish 'and o)tsters. It was received in payment 

of a debt, (carry ing interest,) and \ralued in the y,.'ar 178-9, by 

an impartial gentleman, at 8001. 

J.v, B. It has late!}" been sold, and tllere is due there.on, a 

})alance equal to w~~at is annexed in the schedule. 

g. These 373 acre:s are the t11ird part of undivided pur-

, chases made by tlle deceased Fielding Lewis, T11os. ""ial. 
ker, and myself, on full conviction that they would become 

,'aluable. The land lies on the road from Suffolk to Nor

folk, tOllches, (if I am not mistaken,) some part of the navi. 

gable water of Nansemond ri\'er. The rich Dismal Swamp 
is capable of great improvement; an~, from its situation, 

Jllllst beco,ne extren1ely ,·aluable. 
h. This is an undivided i11tel"fst ,vhich lileld in the great 

Dismal Swamp Company, containing about 40CO acres, with 

my part of the plantation and stock there()n, belonging to tIle 

company in the said swanlp. 

i. These se\reral tracts of land are of the first qualit}" on 
the Ohio river, in'the parts \\~here they are situated, being 

,al111ost, if not altogether, ri,"er bottoms. The smallest of 

these tracts i~ctually sold at ten dollars an acre, but the 
~onsideratiol1 therefor not received. The rest are equally 
',·'aluable, nn(} ,viII sell as high, especially tllUt whic)l lies just 

pelo\y tIle Little Kenhawa; ancl is opposite to a thick settl~,~ 
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Inent on the ,vest sicle of the river\, The four tracts have 
an aggregate bre~ldth upon the ri vcr of sixteell miles, al1d are 
bounded there by that distance. 

k. 1~11t!se tracts are situate(} upon the great Kenhawa" 

river, and the first fOllr are bounded t11ereby for more than 
40 miles. It is acknowleclged by all ,vho have seCl1 tllem, , 

(a11d of the tract containing 10,990 acres, ,,,llicI1 I have 

been on m)7self, I can assert,) that there is 110 richer or 
I \ more \1aluable land in all tha~ region. 'flley arc condition-

ally sold for the sum mentioned in tIle. schedule, that is, 
200,000 dollars, and'if the terlns of that sale are not com· 

plied with, the}T will cQJ11mand considerable more. 1~he 

tract, of which the 125 acres is a moiet)r, was taken up 'by 
General Andrew Lewis 3tld myself, for, and on account of 

a bitumenous sprillg which it contains, of so inflammable a 

nature as to bllrn as freely as spirits, and is nearly as diffi-

. cult to extingllish. 

I. I am but little acquainted \vith this land, although I 
have once btell on it. It was recci\ted, (many yeurs since,) 

in discharge of a (icbt due to me froln Drtniel Jenifer 

Adams, at tht~ ,'aIue annexed tht'reto, and n1l1st be ~Torth 

111ore. It is \rery level-lies near tIle river Poto'\'lllac. 

tn. This tract lies about 20 lniles above the city of 

Washington, not far from Kitoctan. It is good farmillg 
land, and by those who are \vell acquainted with it, I am 
informed that it \VOll1d sell at t,vel\te, or fifteen dollars per 

acre. 
n. This land is valuable on account of its local situatioll 

and othper properties. It affords an eX,ceedil1g goo(l stancl 
on Braddock's road from Fort Cumberland to Pittsburgh; 

and, besides a fertile so iJ, possesses a large quantity of 

natural meadow, fit for the scythe. It is distinguished by 

tile appellation of tIle Great l\tIeado",ts, where the first actiol} 

with the French, 111 the year 1754, was fought • 
• 
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o. This is the tnoiety of about 2000 acres which remains 
l\11so1cl, of 6,071 acres ,on the Moha\vk river, (Montgomery 
county,) ill a patent granted to Daniel Coxe, in the town~ 
ship of Coxborough and Carolina, as will appear by deed, 
from Marinus Willet and wife, to George Clinton, (late 

gO\1erllOr of New-York ,) al1d m}'tself. The latter sales have 
been at six dollars an acre, and what remains llnsold will . 

fetch that or more. 

'p. "l~he quality of thes'c lands and their situation, Inay be 

kno\vn by the Sllr\"e}~or's €ertificates, which are filed along 
\ 

,vith tIle patents. They lie in the vicinity of Cincinnati; 
one tract near the mouth of the Little Mianli'; another 

'seven, and tll~ third ten miles up tile same. I have been 

informed that they \viII readily command more than the}" 
are esti'tnated 'at. , 

'I_ For the description of those tracts in detail, sec Gel1. 

Spotswood's letters, £led with the other papers relating to 

them. Besides the general good quality of the land, there 

is a valuable bank of iron ore' thereon, which, when the set. 

tlement becomes' more populol\s, (and settlers are moving 

that wa}~ ver)1 fast,) \vill be' found Vtry valuable, as the 

Rougll creek, a branch of Green river, aflords ample water 
for fllr11aces and forges_ 

CITY OF W ASHING'!'ON. ' 

1". rl'.he t\VO lots near tIle capitol, in square 634, cost me 

'963 dollars only; but in this price I was favQured, on con. 
dition tl1ut I should bllild two brick houses three4stories 

lligh each: \vithout tllis rc{luction the selling prices of these 
]C)ts wQuIe} ha\te cost me about 1,350 dollars. These lots, 
,vitll the IJllildings 011 tllem \vhcn completed, will stanc} me 
ill 15,000 dollars at least. 
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s. Lots N°s, 5, 12, 13 al1d 14, on the Eastern brZtncll, 

are advantageouly situated on the water; and altllough 

many lots much less convenient have sold a great deal higher~ 

I will rate these at 12 cents the square foot o111y. 

ALEXANDRI.t\ .• 

. t. For this lot, though unimproved, I have refused 3,500 

dollars. It has since been laid oft' into proper sized lots for 

building on; three or four of which are let on grolmd rent 

for ever, at three dollars a foot on the street; and this price 

is asked for both fronts on Pitt and Prince-streets. 

WINCHESTER. 

u. As neither the lot in the town or common have allY 

improvements on them, it is not easy to fix a price; but. as 
l)otll are well situated, it is presutned the price annexed to 
them in the' schedule is a reasonable valuation. , 

BA'fH. 

v. The lots j"n Bath, (two adjoining,) cost me to tIle best 

of my recollection between 50 and 60 pounds, 20 years ago; 

and the buildings thereon 1501. more. Wllether property 

tllere has increased or decreased in its value, and in \vhat 

condition the houses are, I am ignorant-bat suppose they 
are not valued too high. 

STOCK. 

w. These are the sums ,vhich are actually funded, an·d 
though no more in tIle aggregate than 7,566 dollars, stand 

me in at least ten thousand pound9, Virginia mOlley; being 

the amOJ1~t of bonded and other debts due to me, and dis-

cha'oed dUl'Jng the war, when money had depreciated in 

that rate-t::r» and was so settled by public authorit)r. 
x. 1'he value annexed to these shares is \vhat they actu

ally cost me, and is tllf price affixed by Jaw; and although 
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tIle present selling price is under par, my advice' to tIle lega.a 
tees, (for ,vhose benefit tIley are intended, especially those 

'VI10 can afford to lie out of th'e tnoney,) is, that each should 

take and hold one--there being a moral certainty of a great 

and increasi11g profit arising from them in tIle course of a 

fe\\T years. 
• 

y. It is supposed that the shares in the J ames River Com-

pany must also be productive: but of this I can give no de

cided opinion, for \\'ant of lnore accurate information. 

z. 1"hese are the nominal prices of the shares in the banks -

of Alexandria and C!llumbia; the selling prices vary ac

cording to circumstances; but as the stock usually divides 

from eight to ten per cent. per annum, they must be worth 

the fornler, at least, so long as the banks are conceived to be 

secure, although circumstances may sometimes make them 

below it.' 
The value of the live stock depends more upon the ftualit~,. 

than quantity of the different species of it; and this again 

upon the demand and judgment, or fancy of purchasers. 

GEORGE WASHINGTON, 

MOUNT-VERNON, July 9, 1799 • 
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