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IF ever any country owed to one of its ci-
tizens an incalculable debt of gratitude—
that country is the United States—that citizen
was the late GEORGE WASHINGTON.
To do juftice to his cxalted wmerit, far ex-
ceeds my abilitics.—In making the attempt,
I muft furely fail, for none could fucceed.
I not only crave, but claim your indulgence.
The tafk on which I am entering is of your
appointment, and it is of fucha delicate and
arduous nature, that to its proper execution,
not only my {eeble powers, but the firft abilo
ities in the world, would be inadequate.

On the 11th of February, 1732, Virgi-
hia had the honor of giving birth to the illuf-
trious man, whofe death we this day deplore.
His anceltors migraied from England, and
were among the firft fettlers of this ﬁrﬁ of
the Britith provinces in America. I cannot
fpeak from pofitive anecdote, what was his
fituation and employment for the firft twen-
ly years of his lifc; but I have hcard, that
in his youth he was remarkably grave, filent,
and thoughtful, afive and mcthodical in bu-
finefs, highly dwmhcd in his appearance and
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manners, and ftriétly honovable in ali his de-
p-\)l“u(,n[.

The firit public notice of him, thtt I have
fcen, was in a note to a fermon, printed in
i.ondon forty-five years ago, which had been
l\reachcd a fhort time beftore, in Hanover-
county, Virginia, on {ome public occafion,
by the latc prchdult Davies.  In this, the
preacher obferved, I may peint out to the
public tlat heroic yoz'th Coloncl Wafliington,
whom I cannot but hope, Providence has hi-
therto p;(ﬁ,1'¢'edforﬁ»nze important fervice (o
his country.” ~As no thought of American
mdeen e was entertained at that early
da\, this obfervation could only have been
iounded Inu knowledge of his talents and
charadier.  Indeed  his appcarance  would
huve juftified fuch a prefentiment, for majef-
ty and dignity were remarkably con{picuous
1n his countenance, and the figure of his per-
{on.

Very foon after young Wathington was
twenty-one ycars of age, he was cmploy ed by
“the government of Virginia, on an embaﬂy
to negociate the removal of fome French fet-
tlers from the Ohio, who had fortified them-
{elves in the V1c1mty of that river, on lands
claimed by the King of Great-Britain. In
the exccution of this truft, he travclled up-
wards of four hundred mlles, and his route,
for one haif of that diltance, led through
pathlefs woods, inhabited only by favage
beafts and more favage men.  He was attend-

ed
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ed only by one companion, and proceeded
on foot from Winchefter: his nerociations
failing, Virginia raifed three hundred men,
and put them under lis command, and in-
{truéted him to proceed to the Ohio. "An
c‘nvatremcmtook place, botween the French

and Vi irginians, in which the former were at
hrﬁ defeated ; but being afterwards reinfor-
ced with ninc hundrcd men, the) reduced
Colonc! Wafhington, after making a brave
dcience, to the ncceflity of {ubnum% to
honorable terms of czpitulation.

The conteft, about thele lands, bccommw
more iertous, General Braddock was fent
with a regular force from Great Britaing to
fupport the claims of his Britannic Majetty,
His impetuous valor pufhed him forward
into an ambufcade of French and Indians, 1
which he was killed, and his army routed.
The remains of it were rallied, and broughe
oft in fefety, under the dmdlon and by the
addrefs of Color.cl Wathington,

lhe next expedition was more fuccefsful,
and reflored tranquillity to the province of
Virginia.  When this event teok place, the
young citizen foldier, being no longer called
to the difcharge of nnhtaty dmy, re{umed
his habits of civillife; and continued therein,
until a new and unexpected {cene, about
twenty years after, brought him forward on a
mit h more confpicuous theatre.

In the year 1774, the Brtith mimillry com-
pleted their fyltem for taxing their coloics,

B2 America
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America was roufed ; and, by a fimultanecous.
impulie, formed a congreft of her moft en-
lw‘xtc,ncd fons, to devife fuch mealures as bid
fareft to preferve utir cidangered liberties.
To this illuftrious affembly \Vaﬂnnoton was
deputed, and he contributed his full’ propor-
tion 1n forming the wife plans which were by
them adopted.  Great Britain turnea a deaf
ear to their petitions, and proceeded to co-
erce the colonies by a military force. Malfla-
chufetts being immediatcly attacked, had, 1
the firft m{lance, cmbodied an army for its
defence ; but as foon as 1t was determined to
make a common caufe with that inuch injured
province, it became ncceflary that her local
army fhould be made the army of the United
tolonies, and be officered by Congrefs.

New England had her Pomeroy,her Ward,
and her Putnam, and many others who had
feen as much, or perhaps morc fervice than
Walhington, yet their wifc delcgates concur-
ed in elevaiing the Viiginian over their own
favorite fons. The appointment of a com-
mander in chicf of all the armies raifed, or
to be raifed, was cffcticd by an unaniinous
votc, and without competition. Not only
Congrcfs, but the inhabitants m every part
of the Uuited Colonics, fecmed, by one con-
{ent, to point to \lehinoton, as the cholen
inflrument of heaven, to guide them through
the ftorms of war, to the haven of prace and
falety.  His native modefty begat diftrufts in
his own brca{}, from which othcrs were [ree.

In
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- In his acceptance of the office, he defired,
¢ that it might b remembered by every gentle-
man prefent, thai he declared, with the utmoft
fincerity, that he did not think himfelf equal
to the command with wh ch he was honored.”

On the third of july, 1775, he arrived
at Cambridge, and entered upon the dutie
of his high ftation. Great were the difficul-
ties which prcﬂed on the new commander in
chief—To introduce difcipline and fubordi-
nation among the free hufbandmen, who had
latcly aflumed the military charatter, and
who were accuftomed to att from the impulfe
of their own minds, was an arduous labor.
To procure effettive fervice from men who
carry with them the {pirit of frecdom into the
ﬁcld, requircs virtues which are rarely found
in military charaéters.  The greater part of
the Amcricans, oflicers as well as foldiers,
had never {een any fervice, were ignorant of
their duty, and but feebly imp reffed with the
ideas of union, fuboxdmatlon, and difcipline.
To form an army of fuch materials, fit to
take the field againft Britifh veteran troops,
was the tafk afligned to General Wafhington.
In effetting this, he condudted with {fo much
prudence, as to make it doubtful whether we
ought moft to admire the patient, accommo.
dating {pirit of the man, or the confummate
addrefs of thc general.

The American troops were only engaged
. for a few months fervice, and were in a great

meafure deftitute of ammunition. Ou the

4th
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4th of Aueuft, 1775, and for fourtecn davs
after, the whole ftock of powder in the Anic-
rican camp, and in the public magazines of
New-England, was not {uflicient to make ten
rounds a man. Under all thefe diladvan-
tages, the commander in chiet adopted fuch
ethicient arrangements, as protetted the coun-
try, confined the Britifh 2rmy to Bofton, and
hinally obliged them to evacuate that city on
the 17th of March, 1776. His conduct was
{o plcaﬁng to Congrefs, that they ordered a
medal to be ftruck, °with fuitable devi 1CCSy 1O
perpetuate the remembrance of the great
event; and fo much to the fatisfaction of the
people of Maflachufetts, that he was pre-
fented with a moft flattering addrels from
their Council and Houfe of Reprefentatives.
Hitherto General Wafhington had em-
barked in the war with the fond idea of a
reconcilement with the parent ftate. Inde-
pcndence was an after-thought, forced on
the colonies by the refufal of Great-Britain
to redrefs their gricvances. © Though he was
not among the firft to embrace the fcheme of
independence, yet as foon as he perccived
the neceffity of the mealfure, he heartily came
into it. Far from wifhing {uch a turn of
affairs, az muft ncceflanly lead to his perfonal
aggrandizement, as long as onc ray of hope
remained, he ardently pantcd for fuch a re-
turn of moderation and wifdom to the ruters
of Greai-Britain, as would have united the
two coun:ries in their ancicent habits of union

and iriendfhip. Seaon
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Soon after the evacuation of Bofton, Gen.
Waihing on, with the army under his com-
mand, took their pofition in New-York.
Great were the difhiculties he had to encounter
at Bofton, but much greater prefled uponhimin
New-York. Inthe former fituation, he com-
“manded a force far {fuperiorin number to the e-
nemy; in thelatter,his wholearmy was fhort of
18,000 men; and of thefe a great propor-
tion was militia. To thefe were oppofed
upwards of 30,000 Britith veterans, fup-
ported by a powerful navy. In this fituation,
after much thought, General Waihington
refolved on a war of polts. He ftood his
around, aslong as it could be done, without
rifking too much, and then prevented the laft
extremity, by evacuating and retreating. He
rightly judged that to him delay was vittory;
and not to be conquered was to conquer.
By this policy he wore away the campaign of
1776. Though the Britith counted on the
complete conquelt of the colonies in that
year, it was the middle of Scptember before
they got footing in the city of New-York,
and beyond the middle of November before
they obtained full pofleflion of New-York
ifland.

The evacuating and retreating {vftem,
adopted by Gencral Wathington, fubjccted
him to the clamors of fhort-fighted politi-
cians, who queftioned his decilion and fpirit.
He had it always in his power to havc vindi-
cated himfelf, by ftuting the inferiority of

his
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his numbers, and the total unfitnefs of his
raw troops to contend with the veteran force
oppoled to them ; but with true magnanimity
he bore thofe reproaches, and concealed his
real fituation.

In the latter end of November, the Bri-
tith commanders, inftead of retiring into
winter quarters, after driving the Amcricans
from the ftate of New-York, purfued them
into New- Jerfey, with the. fair profpett of
annihilating their whol: force. The moment
was critical. Dangers and difficulties prefled
on all fides. On the fixtecenth of N ovemben,

2,700 of the American army were taken pri-
' foners 1n fort Walhington. In fourteen days
after that event, the flying camp, amounting
to 10,000 men, having ferved out their tlme,
claimed their mkhaxge. Other whole regi-
mcnts, on f{imilar grounds, did the famec.
The few that remained with General Wath-
ington fcarccly excceded 3,000, and they
were in @ mofit forlorn condition, without
tents, or blankets, or any utenfils to drefs
their provifions. Under all thefe difadvan-
tages, they were ohlized to coniuli their fafe-
ty, by retrcating tow ards Philadclphia, from
a vitlorious army, rrefling clefe ontheir rear,
As they marche hrough the country, fearce.
ly one of the mnbabitants joined then, while
numbers were daily flocking to the royal ar-
my for protctiion. Not only the common
people changed fides in this gloomy ftate of
affairs; but favcral of the leading men in
Newe

]
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New-Jerfey, and Pennfylvania, adopted the
fame expedient.—Congreis fled from Phila-
delphia to Baltimore. The hearts of many
brave Americans began to fail, and to give
up allhope of maintaining theirmdep-ndence.

In this period, when the American army
was relinquifhing their General—the people
giving up the caufe—fome of their leaders
goingover tothe enemy, and the Britith com-
manders fucceeding in every enterprize, Gen-
eral Wafhington did not defpair.  He flowly
retreated betfore the advancing foe, and de-
termined to fallback to Pennfylvania—to Au-
gufta county in Virginia—and, if neceflary, to
the weftward of yonder Mountains, where he
was refolved, in the laft extremity, to rcnew
the ftruggle for the independence of his country
While his unconquered mind was brooding
on thefe ideas, 1500 of the Penniylvania mi-
litia joined him. With this {mall increafe of
force he formed the bold refolution of re-
crofling the Delaware, and attacking that-part
of the enemy which was pofted in Trenton.
Heaven {miled on the cnterprize. On the
26th of December, goo Heflians were killed,
woundcd, or taken prifoners.  This bold en-
terprize was, in eight days after, followed by
anothcer, which was planned withgreataddrefs.
General Wathington with his army ftole away
under cover of the night, from the vicinity
of a force far {uperior to his own, and attack-
ed in their rear a detachment of the.Britith
pofted in Princeton: 300 were taken prifon-

» C ers,
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ers, and about 100killedand wounded. Thefe
two vittorics revived the drooping Ipirits of
the Americans, and {cemed under Providence
to have been the means of their political fal-
vation. They made the Britifh {o cautious
of extending their poits, that General Wafh-
ington withan army-of 1,500men, for {everal
months, kept ncarly 15,000 of the encuay
clofely pent up in Bruniwick.

'fhe fame wife policy ofavoidingdecifive en-
gageinents was purfued by our Hero through
the campaignof 1777, with{o mucheffect, that
it wasas lateasthe 26thof Sept. before Sir Wil-
liam Howe poffeffed himfelt ot Philadelphia.
In the various marches and ¢ inter-marches
which took place between the two armies, in
the courfe ot this campaign, repeated proofs
were given, that though General Wafhington
was forward to engage, when he thought it to
his advantage, yet it was impoflible for the
‘Royal Commander to bring him to aéticn a-
gainft his confent.

I claim your indulgence for recapitulating
fo much of the hiftory of our late revolution,
which is already known to you ~"'. Itisno
digreflion. Itis all to my pu sofe. When
General Walhington is the fuvje&t, hiftory
and eulogy are the fame—the fpeaker praifes
him beft, who gives the moft faithful narra-
tive of his aétions.

If time permitted, I would run over every
campaign, and point out to you, in cach, the
many inftancesin whichour Hero difpla{ed the

talents
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talents of an accomplifhed general, as well
as the mild virtues of the Iather of his
country. I would particularize how cager
he was to attack when it could be done to
advantage; and with how much dexterity
he avoided cngagements, when his fituation
was unfavorable. With what addrefs hekept
together a half haked—half ftarved—and un-
paid army, particularly in the laft year of the
war, when gold and filver were banifhed
from circulation, and the continental curren-
cy had depreciated almoit to nothing.—1I
would unfold how the magic of his name
produced union and concert among the jar-
ring {tates, and their difcordant troops.—I
would—Dbut time fails me even to ecnumecratc
the topics, from which, by the fimple relation
of fadts, I could heighten your admiration
of this extraordinary man.—1I{hall, therefore
conclude my obfervations on his military ca-
recr, by obferving, that in confequence of a
molt judicious plan, 1n concerting, and exe-
cuting which, General Wafhington had a
principal fhare, Lord Cornwallis, wi'h 7,000
men, was, in October, 1781, compelled to
furrender to the combined forces of Francc
and the United Statcs.  This was the clofing
{cenc of the revolutionary war. At Tren-
ton the firft, and at York-Town the laft de-
cifive blow was given to the Britilh forces in
the United Statcs, and both were conduéted
under the immediaie command of General
Waithington.
C 2 | Though
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“Though the capture of Lord Cornwallis,
in a grcat meafure, terminated the war, yet
great and i important {ervices werc rendered to
the United Siates, by our General, after that
event. The army which had fought the bat-
tles of independence was about to be difband-
ed without being paid. At this period, when
the minds of both olficers and men were ina
bighly irritable flate, attempts were made by
plauhble but feditious pubhcauons, to induce
them to unite in redrefling their grievances,
while they had arms in their hands. The
whole of General Wathington’s influence was
excrted, and nething lefs then his unbound.
ed influence would have been ava: :ling to pre-
vent the adoption of meafures, thut_ threat-
ened to involve the country in an inteftine
war, between the army on the one fide, and
the citizens on the other. If Wafhington
had been a Julius Czfar, or an Oliver Crom-
well, all we probably would have gained by
the rwoluuon would have been a change
of our «llegiance—from being the fubjccts
of George “the Third of Great Britain, to
become the {ubjects of Gcorgc the Firlt of
America.

The war being cndcu-«-—Thc pcace, liber-
ties, and 1ndcpcnmncc of thefe ftates bein
acknowledged and fecured, our beloved Ge-
ncral prclcms bimfelf before Congrefs, and
returns 1nto their hands his commiflion as
commander in chicf of their armies. The
fcene was grand and majeftic,.  After having

fuccefstully
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Tuccefsfully ferved his country for eight years,
and conduted its armies through a revolu-
tionary war, which terminated in the eftab-
lithment of the liberties and mdepmuence of
thele ftates—when he 1s about to retire to
private life, does he demand honors or emo-
luments for himfelfy family, or friends? No
fuch thing. In modeft language, he recom-
mended to the favorable notice, and patron-
age ol Congrefs, the confidential officers who
were attached to his perfon.  For them he
indirecily alks favors, but nothing for him-
fell. The only pm tlege LOH(LITCd by Con-
grefs on the retiring W afhmgton, which dif-
tingutthed him from any other private citi-
zen, was, a right of {ending and receiving
letters free of poftaze. Think not, I mean
to charge mv country with ingratitude. Noth-
g would have been refufed to him which he
\ 1i hred to have; but, to ule his own language
on another occalion, ‘*hej’wt lis hand apaziyl
all p-cuniary compenfation.”

Doy ou aik mehow thisilluftrious General,
after being uiedfor eightyears to camps, boxc
the Jan zuid indifference of private life ? Do
you enqunc whether he went to !uumpc In a
puhllc or private characler ? Had he been a

vain man, fond of applauic, or of glittering
in the public eye, he wouid Goubtlels have
put himfelf in the way of recerving thofe flat-
tering attentions, whichare {o ca o rly coveted
by the vuls ar great. Vay ditferent was the
line of condutt he purfued.  After refigning

his
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kis commiflion, he haftencd with ineffable
delight to his long-negletted farm at Mount
Vcernon—iheathed his {word—Ilaid afide his
uniform, and aflumed the drefs and habits of
a country gentleman. With the {fame aihidu-
ity he had lately vifited camps and forts, he
began once more to ~ifit his fields and his
mllls. In a fhort time, the firlt general of
ine world bocame the beft farmer in Virginia.

Do you enqunrc on what fubjeéts this great
man, after retiring from an exalted pubhc
flation, ufed to converfe ? Was 1t his praticc
to “ fight his battles o’er again,” and cnter-
tain his company with a recital of the great
{cenes in which he had been a principal aétor ?
Afk the many gentlemen who partook of his
hofpitality, and’ they will one and all t¢ll you,
that he rarely {poke of the war, and ftill
more rarely of himfelf, unlels his guefts
forced converfauon upon thefe fubjc,éh His
favorite topics were agricultural, on thefe he
dwelled with peculiar plealurc, andrejoiced in
every opportuuity of giving andreceiving in-
formation on the firlt and beft employment
of man. In this beloved retreat, from the
cares and bufinefs of public life, he wilhed to
{fpend the remainder of his days; but, after
having enjoyed himfclf on his farm for four
years, his country again calicd for his fer-
vices.

From the mcm(acy of th-~articles of con-
federation, and from {everas othier concurring

caufcs, a tide of evils tiowed in upon the
United
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United States, in the years that immediately
followed the return of peace. A convention
of the different ftates was called, to digeft a
form of government, equal to the exigencies
of the union. To this illuftrious affembly
General Wathington was deputed, and of it
he was unanimoufly clefted prefident. His
wifdom had a great fhare in forming, and the
influence of his name a ftill greater in pro-
curing the acceptance of the conftitution,
which the convention recommended to the
people for their adoption. By this, one le-
giflative, executive, and judicial power was
made to pervade all the [tates, and the exe-
cutive in particular, was committed to an of-
ficer, by the name of Prefident. Though
great diverfity of opinions had prevailed
about the merits of the new conftitution, there
was hut one opinion about the perfon who
thould be appointedits fupreme executive of-
ficer—Threc millions of people, by their re-
prefentatives, unanimoufly gave their {uffra-
ges in favor of George Walhington. Unam-
bitious of further honors, he wifhed to be
exculed from all public fervice; but that ar-
dent patriotifin, by which he had always been
gnverned, prevailed over his love of retire-
ment, and induced him once more to engage
in the great work of making a nation happy.
The popularity ot his name, and the conhi-
dence which the people of all the ftates re-
pofed in his tried integrity, enabled him to
give an cnergy to the new conititution, which
' its




16

it would not have had under the adminifira-
tion of any oiher perfon.

1 need not remind you of the great im-
provements which have taken place in the
weakih, refources,and commerce of the Uni-
ted States fince Wathington kas been Prefi-
dent. You know them—you feel them; and
the daily increafing proiperity of our coun-
try atteits them.

In the midit of this prc»{’pe:rxty, a {torm a-
rofe in a far diftant land, which threatened
to invuive thele flates in its wide {precding
devaflaiion; but our political pilot once more
{aved us from impending danger. When the
war broke out between France and England,
an artful minifter was {ont from the fnrmer,
with the avowed delign of involving us in the

conteft. Thek mc‘;.“d name of a republic—
unbounded love an orauu.de to France for
beneficial 2id, affcid Ld us in our {truggle for
mdcpendence — rankling hatred of Great
Entain for themany injuries fhe had done us
in the fame penod all concurrcd 0 make a
itrong party among us, favorahle to the view
of the French minifter.  This was mcrcafcd
-hy impolicc end illepal canures of our fioat-
e property, by the veflcls of kis Britannic
Majcliy. W hen we were apparently on the
point of being drawn into the voriex of the
the war, Prefilent W alhincton, by virtue of
his conflitutional powers, preventedit.  He
nominated an envoy extiaordinary to nego-
clatc with the court of London. This, ike
the
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the veto of a Romantribunc, put a flop to all
further proceedings, for the legiflature could
not proceed to holtile meafures while the exe-
cutive was negociating. The man, who in his
military capacity, had faved us from Great
Britain, now, in his civil charatter, faved us
from ourfclves. The people, though divided
in parties, were {o fully convinced of the rec-
titude and purity of the conduét of Wathing-

ton, that on a fecond eleétion they clevated
him to the fame exalted ftation, with an unan-
imous voice. If my timc, or your patience,
permitted, I would go over the civil adminif-

tration of out late Preﬁdent, and point out
to you his judicious arrangements for making
us happyat home,and "clrc&able abroad---for
protctiing our commerce—for encouraging
our orxrulture—-—ior giving vigor to our in-
ternal | police, by calling into oflice upright and
able mcn, incvery department. I woulddilate,
with particular pleafure, on his unwearieden-
deavors to preferve the country in peace.
While fome of our citizens were for France,
and others for England—Wathington was for
the United States, and with great addrefs pre-
ferved us onboth fidesfrom the horrorsof war.

On thefe fubjefts I cannot dwell, and there-
fore haften to obferve, that after having ferved
his country s.ith great ability, and ﬁdehtv, for
cight vears, in the office of Prefident, he once
more retired " to private life, covered with
honprs, and followed by the lovcand grati-
tude of all the people—previcus to this eveni

D he.
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he gave his laft parting advice to the citizens
of the United States, 1n the form of a valedic-
tory addrefs.  ‘This is in all your hands.
- Tcach it 1o your children, in the houfc, and
by the way, lying down and rifing up, going
out and coming in.  Itis an invaluable lega-
cy—Perhaps there mever was fo much im-
portant inftruction—{o much good advice
given by any mere man in the compafs of fo
few words, as wasdone by Walhington on this,
and a frmilar occalion, when he retired irom
mxhtary command. -
-~ Our dcpartcd fricnd had not enjoyed his
beloved retirement two ycars, when his coun-
try again called for his fervices.  The rulers
of France, having entirely departed from the
principles on which they fct out, plundered
our commerce, infulted our mimifters of
pcace; and fome of their agents went fo far
as to threaten us with invafion. Thnsxmpofed
a neceflity to organize an army, and ci)repare
for the laft extremity. All the world knew,
and Walhington, though the moft modeit
of men, could not but know, that his name,
at the head of our army, would cither deter
any Eumpean powcer from invading us ; or if
they fhould madly make the attempt, would
unite all our citizens as a band of brothers for
the common defence.  He therefore accepted
the appointment, and though on the verge of
threefcore years and ten, ftood rcady and
ple dé,cd to take the field, whenever the necef-
lwes of the country rcqulrcd it. In this
attitude,
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amtude, and withafi ixed refolution to ferve
his country in the laft cbb of s life, and
with the laft drop of his blood, our father
has been fuddenly fhatched from us. To
lofe fuch & man, at fuch a crifis, is no com-

mon calamity. Well may you mourn on
fuch an occafion. Well may you fhroud
yourfelves and your churches in black. Well
may the citizens of thefe ftatcs, from New-

Hampihire to Georgia, mingle their tears in
onc great flood of grief. It was wife and
proper to fct apart a day free from bufincfs
and care, to give undifturbed vent to your
forrows. 'Who now will wicld the fword of
our country againft our encmies? Many
brave and good officers we yet have ; but
none, like Wafhingion, can by thcir very
namnces ftrike terror into the breafts of an n-
vading encmy.  Nonce, like Wathington, can
unite all hearts and handa in the common
defence,

Having finifhed an hiftorical review of the
life of our departed friend, bear with mc a
few minutes while I attempt to draw ius cha-
ra&ter. For the fake of thole who have never
{een General Wafhington, it may be worth
while to'obferve, that his perfon was graccetul,
well proportioned, and umommonly tall.—
When he was cheerful, he had a molt engag-
ingﬂcnuntcnance-—-—wlwn grave, a moft relpec-
table one.  There was at all thaes an air of
majcity and dignity in his zppcearance.

His kammv was of a furzular kind ; he

H 2 muﬂcppcd
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overfltepped the tedious forms of the fchools,
and by the force of a corrctl talte and found
judgment, feized on the great ends of learn-
ing, without the affiflance of thofe means
" which have been contrived to prepare lefs
2&ive minds for public bufinefs. By a care-
ful ftudy of the Englifh language, by read-
ing good modcls of tinc writing, and, above
all, by the aid of a vigorous mind, he made
himfelf mafter of a pure, elcgant, and claffi-
cal fiyle.  His compofition was all nerve;
full of correét and manly ideas, which were
exprefled in precife and forcible language.
His aniwers to the innumerable addrefles,
which on’all public occafignspoured in upon
‘him,were promptly made, hand{fomely exprel-
fed, and always contained fomething appropri-
ate.—His lettersto congrefs—his addrefles to
‘that body onthe acceptance and rcfignation of
his commiflion—his general ordersas comman-
in chief—his {peeches and meflages, as Prefi-
dent—and above all, his two farewell addrel-
{cs to the people of the United States, will
remain lafting monuments of the goodnefs of
his heart—of the wifdom of his head--and
of the eloquence of his pen.

The powers of his mind were in fome re-
{pects peculiar. He was a great prattical
feli“taught genius—with a head to devife,
and a hand to cxecute projetts of the firft
magnitude and greatelt utility. Happily for
his country he was not under the dominion of
a warm imagination; but he poflefled, in an

| | ciinent
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eminent degrec, what was of infinitely more
confoguence— concét {oiid judgment. This
was improved by clofz t‘nnkm andﬁrcngth-
encd by daily exercile. Poilcix’mz a large
proportion of common fenfe, tmnﬂucnc
by prejudice, pafiion, or party {pirit—dcli-
bLmuly waizhipg in the balance of a found
judgment, the poflible and pmban‘c,, conlc-
q..cnces of cvery ftep he took, and being al-
ways under the influence of an honeft, good
“heart, he was nmperceptibly led to decifions
that were wife and judicious. It 1s not pre-
tended that he was infallible; but it may, with
truth, be afferted, that in.the multiplicity of
bulinefs, on which_he had to decide, his er-
Yors were as few in nmnbcr, as venial in their
nature, and as unimportant n their confe-
quences, as could reafonably be expefled in
the prefent inperfelt {tate of the wifeit and
beft of men.

‘nemies he had, but they were few, and
chielly of the famc family with the man, who
could not bear to hear Ariftides always called
the jult. Among them all, I have never
heard of onc who charged hiin with any ha-
bitual vice, or even foible. There are few
men of any kind, an‘l full fewer of thole the
woild calls great, who have not fome of their
virtucs uhplcd by correfponding vices.---
But this was not the cafe with General Wafh-
ington---he had religion without aulterity---
dignity without pride---modefty without aifi-
dence---courage without rathnefs---politenefs

witiiout
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without affc€ation---affability without fami-
liarity. His private charatler, as well as his
public one, will bear thc {tricleft {crutiny.
He was puntual in all his engagements---
upright and honeft 1n his dealings---temperare
in his enjoyments---liberal and hofpitable to
an cminent degree---a lover of order---fyfte-
matical and mcthodicalin all hisarrangements,
He was the friend of morality and religion.
fteadily attended on public worfhip---encour-
aged and ftrengthened the hands of the cler-
gy. Inall his public acts he made the inoft
refpettfil mention of Providence, and, m a
word, -carricd the {pirit of picty with him,
poth in his private life and public adminiftra-
tion. He was far from beingz onc of thole
minutc philofophers, whobclieve that ¢ death
1s an eternal fleep;” or of thofe, who trufting
to the fufficiency of human reafon,difcard the
light of Divine revelation,

To dwell on all the virtues of General
Wathington, would protratt my oration be-
yond the going down of the fun. T mulit
therefore confine myfclfto a few.  Among
the many that prefent themiclves, his patience
and {pirit of accommodation deferve particu.
Jar notice---He had to form {foldiers of frec-

ien; many of whom had cxtravagani idcas

of therr parfonal rights.---He had ofien to

mediate between aflarving army, and a high

fpirited yeomanry,  So great were the necel-

ives of the {oldiers, under his imnediate

commaad, that he was obhged to fend out
detachments
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detachments to {cize on the property of the
farmers at the point of the bayonct. Tae
languagc of the foldier was, ¢ giveme cloath-
mg«-gm, me food, or I cannot fight---I can.
not hive:” The lamuaoc of the farmer was,
“ protcit my property 7 In this choice of
dithicultics, Gencral Walhington not only
Kkept his army together, but condudted with
{o much prudcnce as to command the appro-
Lation both of the army and of the citizens.
He was alfo dependent for much of his fup-
port on the concurrence of thirteen dlihnvl

nnconnedted legiflatures.  Animofities pre-
vailed between his fouthern and northern
troops; and there were ftrong jealoufies be-
~tween the ftates from which they refpectively
came, To harmonize thele clafhing inter-
efls---to makc uniform arrangements from
fuch difcordant fources and matcrlale, requir-
ed no common fhare of addrefs : Yet fo great
was the effett of the modeft, unafluming
manners of General Wafhington, that he re-
tained the affeCtion of all his troops, and of
all the ftates,

Bravery is indifpenfible in a military man,
though it ttandsloweft in thelealt of the virtues
ofa grest officer. Our hero poflefled a great
thare of it. In battle he was the biaveft
among the hrave. When the f{ervice requir-
ed it, e chearfully rifked his perfon. Of
this I could enumerate many inftances. 1
could particularly relate, that on New-York
ifland, and at the battle at Princeton, hce was

{o
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{o far in front of his troops, and expofed to
fo mach danger, that the prefeevation of his
hife can on‘y be accounted for by thofe who
believe in a particular Providence.  Having
{o many more 1mportant matters before mce,
I cannot dwell on this fubjett.  How rich in
rcputation muft that General be, whofe cour-
age muft be thrown in the baek ground, to
give place for the difplay of his more 1mpor~
tant virtues ?

General Wathington alfo poffeflfed equa-
nimity inan cminent degree.  One even ten-
or marked the greatnefs of his mind, in all the
variety of (cencs through whick b vafed,
In the moft trying fituations *o cover de ipan-
ed, nor was he ever deprefi. .., Propohtlons,
fupported by plauiible afliznments, “were
made to him by honelt, but ddpamng, timia
Americans. to favc Imuidt an:j his country,
by ncgociating at the head of his army ; but
in the loweft cbb of affairs, he {purned at
every fuch propofal.  The honors and ap-
plau{e he received from his grateful country-
mcn, at more fortunate pcrmds, would haveé.
made any other man giddy, but on him they
had no mifchievous effeét.  He exerted none
of thole attentions ; but when forceéd upon
bim he recéived them s favors, with the po-
litenefs of a well bied man.  He was greatin
delerving them, but much greater innotbeing
elated with then.

The pattiotifm of our departed friend,
was of the molt ardent kind, and without

alloy.
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alloy. He was very different from thofe
noify patriots, who with love of country in
sheir mouths,” and with bell in their hearts,
lay their {chemes for aggrandizing themfelves
at every hazard; but he was one of thofe
who love their country in fincerity, and jwhe
hold themfelves bound to confecrate all their
talents to its fervice. Numerous were the
difficulties with which he had to contend.
Great were the dangers he had to encounter.
Various were the toils and fervices in which
he had to fhare; but to all difficulties and
dangers he rofe fuperior—.To all toils and
fervices he cheerfully fubmitted for his coun«
try’sgood. - o

Poflefling an ample, unincumbered for»
tune—happy at home, in the moR pleafing
domeftic connexions, what but love of coun-
try. could have induced - him to accept the
command of the American axmy in' 17757
Could it be hatred of Great Britain? He
then ardently loved her, and paiited fora
recontiliation with her. - Could it be parti.
ality for a military life? He was then'in the
forty-fourth year of his age, when a fonds
nefs for camps generally abates. . Could' it
be: love of fame; The whole tenor of his
life forbids us to believe thit he ever was un-
der the undue influence of this paflion. Fame
followed him, but he never purfued it.
Could it have been the lave of power? They
who beft knew the undiffembled wifhes of
his hoart, will all tell you with what reluc

: B fance
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tance he was dragged from a private ftation,
and with what 1neffable delight he returned
toit. Had he not voluntarily declined ity
he would have died your Prefident. Others
have refigned high ftations from difguft, but
he retired at rather an early period of old
age, while his faculties were ftrong, and his
health not much impaired, and when the
great body of the people fincerely loved him,
and ardently wifhed for his re-elettion.
Could it have been the love of money that
induced him to accept the command of the
American army? No fuch thing---when he
was appointed commander in chief, Con-
grefs made him a handfome allowance; but
in his acceptance of the command, he de-
clared ¢ that as no pecuniury confrderaiion
could have tempied him to accept the arduous
employment, aé the expenfe of his domeflic
vafe and happinefs, he did not wiflk to make
any profit fromit.” < Iwill keep” faid he,
“ an exall account of my expences---thefe I.
- doubt not you will difcharge, and that 15 all
Idefire.” At the clofe of the war, he pro-
duced his accounts for the eight years it had
lafted,. all int his own hand-writing, and with
the fame exafineis that was required of com-
miffaries and ¢ontratiors---the whole amount-
ed to £.14,479 18s gd3, fterling. Of this
fum, about one fevengh was for fecret fervi-
ces. The amount paid, the time when, and
the occaiions on which monies were advanc-
ed for fecret fervices, were all carefully :im‘
$ te
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ted, but for obvious reafons no reccipts were
produced. For every other item of the ac-
count the moft regular vouchers were cxhi-
bited. The whole at the requeft of Gene-
ral Wathington was minutely examined by
the proper accounting officers, and regular-
ly pafled. A tin box, containing thefe ac-
counts, rcmains in one of the offices of the
United States? It is a monument of the dif-
intereftednefs of General Wathington. Bring
your children and your children’s children to
cxamine its contents. Shew them the hand-
writing of the father of their country---teach
them thereon leflons of economy, of order
and mecthod in expences---teach them to love
their country, and to {erve it on liberal terms,
I call upon antiquity---upon modern Eu-
rope, and efpecially on the recentrepublic of
-France, to produce one of their heroes or
ftatefmen, that can {urpafs, or even cqual

our difintcrefted patriot. |
Had I a voice that would reach acrofs the
Atlantic, 1 would addrefs the nations at war,
and propole to their Emperors, their Kings,
their Diretors, their Gencrals, and their
Statc[men, the example of our Wathington
for their imitation; and call upon them, if
not too much abafhed by the {plendor of his
virtues, tolearn from him to put far away
avarice and ambition—and like him to pur-
fuc nought but their country’s cood. If they
would thus copy after thc grcat example of
E2 - aur
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our American hero, they would foon fheath
their fwords, and let the world have peace.

But chiefly do I call on my fellow citizens,
to cherith the remembrance of ‘the’ vir-
tues of the dear deceafed. To learn from
him to be all eye—all ear—alil ‘heart and
hand in the fervice of your country---tc think
~ no facrifice too great—no labor too hard,
~ which public good requires at your hands.

I_{_ehcara toyour children, and inftruét them to
reheatfe to theirs, the noble deeds ~¥ your com-
mon father, and infpire them with a holy re-
~ folution to go and .do likewife. His great
exampie, thus improved, will be a germ of
virtuous ations through fucceeding -genera-
tions, till time fhall be no more. :

But to return—the fame reafoning will ap-
ply with ftill greater force to General Wath-
mgton’s acceptance of the office of Prefi-
dent of the United States, No motives, but
thofe of the pureft kind, could haveinduced
him, loaded with honors, and poflefled of
a reputation that had carried his name to the
remoteft corners of the globe, to quit his be-
loved retirement for the fecond time, andem-
bark on the perilous fea of civil life.

Where fhall we find words fufhcient to do
juftice to his felf-denying acceptance of his
recent appointment to the fupreme command
of the army that is now raiimg., View him
in the pofleflion of all that his heart could
wifh—in the fixty-feventh year of his age,
wien repofe and retirement muft have been

not
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- mot only defireablebuteven neceffary . =~View
him in under all thofe circumftances, pledg.
- ing himfelf to take the field whenever the fi.
tuation of his country requiredit. How ar.
dent muft have been his patriotifm! How
great is the lofs which we have fuftained,

In lofing him our ﬁ:ople- lidve loft thefr
guide—our country hes loft its father—its
fwordand thield—its greateft benefatior and
ernament. Romewith:all herheroes—Greece
with all her patriots, could not. produce his
equal. Not one who trod the itage of life
with equal dignity, and who departed from
it in old age with a reputation fo brilliant, and
at the fame time fo fpotlefs.

His virtues and example are an invaluable
“legacy to his country—to Europe—to the
world. His councils are engraven on the ta-
ble of our hearts—his deeds are written with
a pen of iron aad with the point of a dia-
mond. His fame is a fea without a fhore
—His counfels—his deeds, and his fame,
will live forever. But alas! thofe eyes
which have watched fo many nights for the
fafety of the United States, are now clofed
in death—that tongue, and thefe hands,
which have {o often, fo long, and fo fuccefs-
fully been exerted for our benefit, are now
mquldering in the dutt. ‘

- ONo more will he enlighten our councils
by his wifdom—No more will he lead our
armies to vi€tory—-No longer will his name
prove a bulwark of defence, by giving us
jone
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one mind and one heart, and by ftriking ter-
ror into our cnemies, For thefe things our
hearts are faint—our eyes arc dim and run
down with water. '

This day is a day of trouble and diftrefs—
a day of darknefs and gloominefs—a day of
clouds and thick darknefs- But I check
my felf—Wafhington’s worth, and our for-
rows, exceed all {peech.—I am therefore fi-
-lent, that we may mufe on his merits and in<
dulge our grief.

FINIS.




