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Oration, &,

irELL()w C'TIZENS, - . | \

OUR Pt is caﬁ in one of the f>§~ areat dx..
Vlil,Oﬂs of the globe, in which natute ie&ms
to ‘bave meditated an, zmprcwem onsBer

former works. . Her operations arc rem. rrI\a- _

~ ble for their appropriate grandeur and magni..

ficence. The American continent ﬁfctchm |

towards the fouth 21 degrees bey ond the moft
fouthern promontory of the continents of the

ealt. Its internal {cenery correfponds with

the immenfity of its outline. The Andes,
are 7000 feet highcr than any other mountain
on the face of the earth, ~ The lakes of Caha-
da, are of greater extent than many of the

.

inland feas of the eaftern hemil] phere,— -

Europe would be drained of hal! her ‘waters,

in furnithing fupplies for fuch im:2enfe nvers

as the Miflilippi, St. Lawrence, La Plata,
and Ama7on, the laft of which, ‘is the largeft

river in the known world. The molt diftin-

guifhed tranfatlantic cataralts, bear no com-

parifon w:th the falls of Niagaia. The

forefts of Europe, Aiia, and Africa, are loft
- A . an
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in the magnitude of “hofe of America. The
Elephant of the eaft-is far lnferxor, in point
of ﬁz\, to the Mammoh of the weft. We,
cannot fuppofe that this extraordinary phyfi-
cal grandeur of America, was created without
defign ; and what defign fo probable, as to be

| fubferv:ent to fome correfpondmg exalted
ﬁatc of man? e

May we not, thsrcfore, mdulge a_ hope,
. -that the inhabitants of a country fo eminently
dittinguithed by the Author of Nature, are
, dcﬁmed to form political affociations of a
- _,large fize;"and that thefz will en_]oy an un-
| common pomon of happmefs P

| "We are now metto celebrate an event,
~ which gives an air of probability to thefe
pleafing conjeftures. Louifiana is ours! If
we rightly improve the heaven fesit boon, we -

may be as great, and-as happy a -nation, as
any on which the f{un has ever fhone. The
eftablilhment of independence, and of our

.prefent conftitution, are prior, both in time

and importance ; but with thefe two excep-
tions, the acquifition of Louifiana, is the
greateﬂ political blefling ever conferred on
thefe ftates. Confidering itin its moft inferior
point of view, merely as property, itis of ine
~ calculable value. It gives us fromtwo to three

~hundrea miles” of additional fea coaft, with

feveral excellent harbours, Tie land on
both fides of the Mifliflippi, for iwo or three
hundred miles, below our fouthern limits, to-

gether




gether with the exclufive pofieflion of this
noble river, from its fource to its mouth,
~and an exteinfion of cur weftern temtory, for

its whole length, ftretching indefinitely acrofs

the contmem, ull it touches thc Pacxﬁc
ocean, |

" TrovcH in th' ifienfe rcg'ion, a.confi-
dc'ablc part is hnrren nd unhealthy, yet the
gr:st<f proportion enjoys a falubricus air;
and is fo fe ., as to be equal to the fupport -
of a popu .un, far exceeding the many mil:
lions wh . inhabit Great Britain, Ireland,
France, Spein, and Portugal—I 'had almoﬁ: -
faid all Europe. - In:it, forefts, coeval with .
time itfelf, Lft their towering heads, Thefe
~ abound wnh exceHent nmbcr, adequate to
the building of pavies, far fuperior to all that
are now afloat oh the ocean. - Prairies, or na|
tural meadews of ;nexhauftible fe mhty, fre-
~quently éxtend for many lesgues, in which
there.are neither trees, nor the roots of trees,

to impede the plough, while their native graf~
fes are capable of maintaining millions, both

of wild and domeftic animals, for tbe ﬁ;ppmx;
and cormrfort of the human race.

Every produfion of the Umteﬁ ‘hﬁcs, -
may be raifed tu a&vantage in Louifiana,
while its fouthern parts produce the fugar .
cane in great perfeQtion, and wodld, doubtlefs,
yield coffee, and moft of the omher produc.
tions, both of the Eaft and Weft-Indies. In-
deed, fuch is its variety »f foil, and extént
of chmate, firetching, nearly, from the nor-
AS o thcm




thern tropicg to thc north fng:d zone, that it
is. highly probable, all the valuable native
. comnodiues, of every part of our world,
- might be advantageoully cultivated in differ.
~ ent-portions of this widely extended tcmtory,
" We have reafon to believe, that in it,
~ there are valuable mines of gold and ﬁlver~
" but it is co¢fain that fal¥ iron, lead, and plaf-
 ter.of Pam, articles ' ‘much more xmporq -
f;ance,- ure in great abundauce. 3

| " W w thls country, hnherto untrod by
. the oot of either chy mxﬁ or botanift, thall be
- Cargfui “explored by our Waterhoufes
| nch,.e!a, and Bartons, fuch addmons will be
~madé to our prefent flock of knowledge, in

natural hxﬂorv, as will both dclxgh; and be-
| [.—ncﬁt an adxmrmg world " |

" In other countricsy and undcr thc dtrc&ton ..
v ‘of other governinents, the energies of nations
~ have been - called .forth—thoufands of livey

- have been facrificed—f{eas have been crimfon.

- ed with haman blood inthe attack and de-

- fence of a faw acres, or of barren rocts, fuch
~ @s-Mala and Gibraltar; but we have gained
~ poffeffion ‘of this invaluable country, with-

- out.one drop o blaod, and without the i inpo-
fition of any new taxes; and, at the famne time,
with the confent of its mhabnmms, and wuh-

“out giving offence to any of the powers of
Europe. Hiftory affords no example of the
acquifition of fuch important national bene-

- fits, at fo moderate a price, and under fuch

- favourable cxrcumﬁances., * |
, | -'A LL
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Arr this immen{e country is ours in truft
for pofterity.  With fuch an ample reverfion,
what reafon has any fingle man, to be afraid
of matrimony? Or what ground is there tor
anv married man to be alarmed at the pro-
{péas of anumerous family? Here are plan-
tations enough, and enough, for our children
and our children’s children, for centuries to”
come. Though thefe muft be purchafed by
future occupanis, yet in our national capacity,
we the people of the United States, are both
the fellers and buyers. The purchafe money,
when paid, will only be transferred from the
ieft to the right hand of the fame body poli-
tic. When depofited in the treafury of the
unio::, it will not be drawn out for the ag-
grand.femeat of our rulers, or of a privileg-
ed order of men, but for public benefit. Such
is the amount of vacant land in this extenfive
region, and fo rapid will be its population,
under the aufpices of our mild and equal
government, that the proceeds of fales, at no
very diftant day, will be fo great, asnot only
to re.imburfe the firft coft of the purchale,
but to afford a furplufage for the endowment
of feminaries of learning—opening roads—
inland navigations, and other objefls of na-
tional confequence.

Tue day would be too fhort to enumerate
all the natural advantages, of our newly ac-
quired territory. This vicw of the fubjeél,
though highly important, muft be dilcontinu-
ed, that your attention may be drawn to other
confiderations of infinitely more confequence.

' Tus
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Tre ceflion of Louifiana to the United
States, will give them power and confequence
in the f{cale of nations—increafe their prof-
pels of pr- :e and union—advance their com-
merce and manufattures——give additional
fecurity to their free conftitutions, and in a
variety of ways promote and ex'end human

happinefs,

To view the fubje& correéily, in relation
to thefe objetts, we [hould compare our prefent
fituation, as fole proprietors of this country,
with what it would have been, if the defigns
of the French for colonifing Louifiana had
been carried into effet.  In the hands of that
wonderful man, who prefides over France,
New-Orleans would have been the fulcrum
of an immenfe lever, by which he would have
elevated or deprefled our weftern country in
fub’erviency to his gigantic projefls. Our
rights of depofit at New.Orleans. and of the
free navigation of the Miiliflippi, would have
been confidered as terminating with the termi-
nation of the government of Spain, which had
granted thefe privileges. As a matter of
favor our wellern citizens would have been
allowey a free trade with New-Orleans L
French veflels, and with the exclufive privilege
of trading with the colonies of Franc, Spain,
and Holland. | ‘

Hap this plan been purfued, which is
highly probable, the fiandard of difcard
would have been planted between the Atlantic

and the weftern {tates, From the operation
of
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of obvious caufes, the union of our rifing
empire weuld foon have heen fevered.. Our
neareft neighbours, would have vecome our
enemic;, The French poffefung the lock and
key of the Mififfippi, wouid have had ma-
nit-1d inducements to fupply our we® -
c¢iti._ns with merchandife, free of injoft.
Attempts on our part tc prevent this illegal
trade would have recuired fuch- an hoft of
- tevenue officers as to leave little or no income,
tc the public treafury. Qur countrymen,
would ceafe to he carriers, of fuch of their
own commoditics, as giew on the weftora
waters, Diftinét interefts, marked L a ridge !
of mountains, would have feparated one half
- of our citizers from the other. |

Wit this gloamy pitus, give me lvave
to contraft our pyzient profpeéts. Being,. as
we now are, exclufive owners ¢f the Mif§i.
flippi in its whole lengtl. ; the Weflt-India
iflands muft depend on our granaries for -
their daily bread. Such of the powers of
‘Europe¢, as have colonies in our neighbour-
hood, will be obliged to court our {riendfhip.
i'ie congreis oi the United States will regu-
late all intercourfe bet'veen the Weft-India
iflands and tie continent of North-America,
with the paltry exceptiots of the Floridas,
Canada, and Nova-Scotia. This will afford
the moft ample and ealy meanrs oi cefence—
of a defence, which though it cofts us nothing,

will ferve us more effe€tually than fleets and
armies. | |

Ir
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Ir the French had colonifed louifiana, all
this power and influence would be gone, the
refources of our country divided; and one
half of our citizens fet in hoftile array againft
the other, - Uiited, as this northern continent
now is, in our hands, from the lakes of
Canada to the Gulf of Mexico, we have
the uncontroled power of making fuch ar-
rangements, refpecting the valuable native
commodities of thefe fates, as will give a

new {pring to our agriculture, commerce and
manufattures.

»

Tue mhabltants of Lounﬁana will be chxef» |
ly agricultarifts ; ‘and purchafe their farming
utenﬁls, and moft -other domeftic articles.—
What a field of enterprife will this open to
our eaftern brethern, whofe cheapnefs of na-
vigation—whofe {kill in handicraft trades,
will entitle them to 'a decided preference’ in
trading with their new fellow-citizens ? Here
- will be a great and growing demand for the
manufatures and fhipping of New-England,
to fupply the wants, and carry off the pro-
duce of this extenfive territory.

~ Or all branches s of trade, that which 1is
carried on between different parts of the fame
nation is moft beneficial. Agriculture, com-
maerce, fhip-building, and :nanufactures, fup-
port, and are fupported by each other.—
They are feparate links of one great chainy
which binds all together, and each of which
adds to the ftrength of the whole. Too long
has this country been commercially dependent
| on
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¢k Europe. Notwithftanding our perfe&t
neutrality, do we notall, at this moment, {uf-
fer in conlequence of ihe war between France
" and England ? Itis high time we had a com-
‘merce of our owiy as independcent, as poflible,
of the ever changing politcs of the old world.
This independence will be greatly promoted
by the reciprocal wants and capacities of dif-
ferent portions of our now widely extended
empire. One extrére of the union abounds
in fhippingy ovetflows with inhabitanis, ahd
is ripe for manufattures ; whilé the other ent
gaged in the cultivation of a mote fertlle Toil;
- finds its intereftin puschafing’ manufaQures,
~brought to their doors. - A: domefti€ ‘com.
merce of this' kind will cemént our Yniony
-and make us¢ really indepéndent.
~ Prace with all the world, and efpecially
~ in our own cquatry, is the true policy of thele
ftates. This is now much more probable than
it ever could have.been, while we had a
ftrong French colony in our neighbourhood:
The day that France made the eeflion we now
celebrate, fhevelinquithed all profpeéts of in-
terfering in our govercment. If Buonaparte
had had any hoftile defigus an thefe ftates,
he would as- foon have given up Breft or
Toulon, as Louifiana:

Wituin the limits of the ceded territoryy
we know of more than twenty independent
tribes of Indians. As long as powerful na-
tions of Europe had accefs to thele univioréd
favagegé’ the peace of our frontier fettlements

B was
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was expofed to a variety of contingencies. In
“the two lait wars, in which this country was
involyed with ¥vance and England, the blood
of our inhabitants, fhed by favage hands,
flowed in a s.houfand fireams. In every pe-
riod of American hiftery, the nations of Eu-
rope, regardlefs of morality and religion,
have alwaxs availed themfelves of the aid of
the aborigirés in deftroying each _other,, and
aho, the colomes of rival nanons. |

- Iv gaicing the affe&mns of the favages, thc
French were pre-eminent.  Figure to your-
felves what would have been the {ituation of
our frontier fettlements on the weftern waters,
in cafe of a war with France, while:her emif-
faries had the numerous tribes of Indians in
Louifiania, firmly attached to her interefls,
and ready, when' called upon, to make war
‘upon our difperfed ‘and defencelefs inhabi-
tants. Thele Indians-are now all our own—
" included within our limits, and {o far depen-
dent on us, that no other nation can interfere
with tbtm. The ceffion of Louifiania has
wrefted the {calping knife; and tomahawk from
their hands, and laid the fotndations of per-
petual peace, by giving us every defirable
opportunity for intfoducing among them the
‘bleflings of civil and focial life. They are
now thrown on our humanity and generofity.

Myﬂenous Providence! We; the people of
ihe United States, who, lefs than thirty years
ago, were the fubjetts of the Britith King,
are now the independent propnetora of this

- | £oxl
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fm] and that pnmon of ;:, which . we arxgt.
nally poflefled, is more than doubled by a re-
cent ceffion of territory, in which are nume-
rous tribes of Indians, whofe anceftors own-
ed this whole country for time immemorial,

before any one of ours had fet his foot on
American ground. Trufting in the virtue of
my countrymen, and warranted By the pre,
fent and paft exertions of ‘ourrulers, I am
confident -that thefe haplefls natives will have
no caufe to regret, butabundant reafon to re.
joice in the change which has taken place.”

‘The voice of cvery good mar fhould be raxf-q
ed in favour of our red brethren... The com..
. mon Fainer of them, and of us, ca.l s UpoH ug

to impart to them the fupenor bleffings which
"we enjoy. .The competition of‘mval Dations,
- bidding againft each other for their friendthip,
1s now no more. We have the whale ficld 10
ourielves, and a glorious field it is; in which
we may, and I truft wiil fow the: feeds. of
knowledge, of virtue, of ufeful arts, of civi-
lization, and religion; -and that *hefe will
grow up and flourith till they yield a plentiful
harvelt of human happinefs. :Fo transform.
favage warriors to peaceful fargers—to con-
vert their tomahawks and {calping knives into
plowfhares and pruning-hooks—to turn them
from the worfhip of evil {pirits to the wor'lnp
of the true God—from the abfurd rites of
Pagan idolatry to the mild principies, and
prattical virtues of chriiti ramty, is a godlike
work. «For the execution of it, the cxteniion.
of our boundaries gives us facilitics we never

B2 had
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'hlad .bcfore, and which, I truft, will be jm-
proved for the beft of purpofes.

Tue ceffion of Louifiana, gives addition-
al fecurity to our free conftitutions. Had the
French colonifed Louifiana with their accuf:
tomed energy,the moft determined democrats,
in our ‘country, muft have confented to the ef-
tablifhment of a large ftanding army.  With.
out it, we:could nat have defended ourfelves
| agamﬁ fuch powerful neighbours. To main,
- tain an army, {yfficient fot that purpofe, we
muft have had heavy taxes, and an extenfive
executive patronage. Thefe would, gradu-
ally, have undermined otir republican, forms
of ‘'govérndent, and paved’ the' way for ‘the
concentratfon’ of Power in the hands’ of an he-
reditdry mondrch. - Freé, as we now are, from
all apprehenfions on the: feore of powerful
" neighbours, the militia of the country, with a
fmall regular force, 4nd- 2 few frigates and
thips of the litte; are dinply fufficient to pro-
“cure for us fec’umy at home, and refpetlability
abroad.” ' Safe ‘from-all danger, each citizen
cf thefe frates; mhy repofe ik’ confidence un-
"derhis own ok or’ pine tree, whﬂc there is
' none to'make Hm a-h‘éld

Svucu citiyens en_}oymo ;hc fruxt of their
vlabor-a—pa} ing-only moderate taxes, and bound
| by no laws, but fuch as are enalled by their re-
prefentatwes, muft be fools or madmen, to
ith fof a revoldtion ; onfuch citizens, know-
Ftheir rights, ,appfcci%hng thefr happinefs,
and ex Perfcd over our extenflive country, the

arts
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arts of turbulent, 2mbitious men, will have no
confiderable, peymanent effeft. Thele may
operats on {mall ftates, where a fingle dema-

| goguﬁ imay be perfqnally known to moft of
the ‘leading charalters; but would fall like

. |

Ff

4
Lo
Lo

.4 that the extenfive a

% Y

+

ointlefs arrows, fhot from broken bows,
when intended to debauch the miads of the
inhabitants of an empire, confifting, chiefly,
of indepeétident farmers, -and firetching acrofs

«he continent of North America. |

. SoME peddhng gglmcxans may obje
| ddiuon of territory, we

. % have gained is unneceffary,” as jn their

opiniop,  we had land enough before.” To
jS? Ob'jf‘aion, our lﬂcreaﬁng Poﬂ“laﬁgda
which doubles every twenty-five vears, "is a

fatisfallory anfwer. Two centuries have not

glapled,. fince the firf} permament fettlements

. weremade jn Britilh America. Oncat Jarmes.

Town in one.thoufand fix hundred apd eight,

y one hundred and tqnxerfénsg and the o:her

X

at Plymouth, .in_one.thoufand fix hundred
and twenty, by one hundred and one perfons.
From,thefe two. germs, has fpfﬂng the prefent

-population. of .the Ugitc{i,States, amounting

~millions,

in one hundred and mnety.fix years to five

~ Mucn of thisircreafe, we acknowledge, was
~ owing to emigration- from foreign countries ;

‘but we bave a right to expe& much more from

the fame quarter, on account of ithe prefent
high ground on which our w@w {tands.
M the inhabitants of the old wor ﬁ ventur-

.
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ed to the new, when we were dependent colo-
nies—liable to be implicated in the wars of
Europe, and expoled to the immediate hofti-
litics of powerful pations of Indians, we may
expeét a much greater number of them to join
us, in our prefent fituation, when we are in-
dependent ftates—detached from Europe, and
free from all apprehenﬁons on account of hof-
tile . neighbours, either civilized or favage.
The addrefs -of our extended empire to the
old world, now is : ¢ Co.ne unto me all you _
that aré heavy laden and I will give you reit.”
Thoufands, and tens of thoufands, will obey
the call, and joining their interefts with ours,
make emigration a more plentiful fource of
fupply than it ever was in any precedmg perf-
od of our hx{iary

Jupcinc of the future, by the paﬁ what
may an infant, born this day, expe& to fee,
in cafe of his furviving to the age of four-
fcore ? What do your oid cifizens now fee,
compared with what tas the population of this
country in the days of their youth ? If fome
angel, hovering over the chamber, in which
our venerable fellow-citizen, General Gad(-
den drew his firlt breath, and fore- feeing his
ardent patrloufm, had pronounced with an
audible voice, thefe words : ¢ The infant,
¢ juft now born, will live to fee the population
“ of his native country, South-Carolina, ad-
% vanced from thirty-two thoufand to three
“ hundred and forty five thoufand”—nought,

but convxéhon, that an angel fpoke, would
- have
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have pmcurcd the {malleft C!Cdlt to the cxtra-
ordinary predittion ; but w2, who now lne,
and can compare the regifters of our popula-
tion, at different penods, know, that what
would then have been doubtful, as prophecy,
is now an eﬂabh{hed hiftorical fa&t. o .

By the fame rule, a new botn infant ma
hve to fe¢ the population of the United States,
increafed to fifty mxlhcms, which is more than‘ o
three times the pumber of perfons, whichnow
inhabit Great-Britain and Ircland, Proceed--
ing to calculatc on the dats, which former.

‘numerauons of our people have fan&xoned,;; -

our. pogmlatxon, in: twcmy-ﬁve years, will a-;
~ mount to ten millions; in fifty years to twens;
ty. mtlhmxs ;.10 fcvcmy five years to forty tmh
lions ; in one century to elghty m;luons ,and

by the fame rule, in two ctenturies to twelve"
~ hundred and eighty millions of inhabitants.

‘The great grandfons of - our préfent childeen,”
without any extraordinary fertes of longevxty,f;
may live t0 fee %his “amazing increale of our
numbers,. 'What territory can bé too large: for .

a people, who multxply thh fux:h unequalic&f‘;"".: *

rapxdlty P

chw, mdecd, muﬂ. bc th«c mtclle{ts ofs
that man, who fuppofes ¢ That the pofleflion
¢ of the ifland of New-Orleans, and ora flip of
% land on each fide of the Miffiffippi, was all
% that the interefts of the Unjted States requir- -
¢ ed ; and that all beyo'xd inftead of being a
¢ nanonal beneﬁt, is a national mcumbrancc.
This language might apply to the fubjc&s of
a




| ~ confine it ‘to the- eaﬁwatd o tht Miffifhip;
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a decrepit empire, whofe po oulation was fid:
tionary, and the xmhabnanm of which, weré
enervated by floth and luxury; but is very
unfuitable to the citizens of the United States,
in-the heyday of youthful blood, who, witli

minds free from debafing paﬁicns and bodies_:- |
ftrengthened by daily labour, are capable of

~ {uch mu?uphcatmm as will foon &ii this wh.;ke

coumry with an, bealthful; attive progeny:.

‘ConorEss will, doubtlefs,, lire€t the ﬁrcam S
of out mcreaﬁng populanmv into the moft fui- N

~ table channels; and, probably, forfome ¢ nmc, R

,1 ; .- S

~ but the "day will ‘come, " ‘thou gh P e Poa g

gthe diftance of one or two centuties, “whert

-our citizens, on:the welt of that noble river, o
wxll equal, 1f ﬂfot excecd tbﬁfc on its eﬁﬁ ﬁdé.*f’l' BN

 HgzrE amore formidable obje&ton ismade
by {fome, who alledge .¢ that .this immenfe = .
populmon will: dmde into feparate indepens
:dent governments; or-¢an only be kepttos. =~
- gether by the ftrong arm of monarchy, or def-
ponl'm, to.the deftru@ion of the eleftive prin-.

. ciples, which pervade our prefent, conftitu-

‘tion.” If our focial. compatt -was held .
together by no Rronger’ ties, than thofe which B
~ bind the governments of the old world, this'

~ obje&tion would be folid.. If our ncwly ac-
- quired' territory was to cortinue to be govern-

~ ed as a dependancy on the United States, the

fandard of feperation, would ere ‘long be

-erefted, and’ the inhabitants, for ‘their own

| convcnmnce, would fcrm pohueal affocias
| ~ tions
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tions indepeirlent of us. Though a cnlonial
government will b= neceffary lor lome th.-

tim+, yet, 1t 1y wdch provided, that the -
hahuants of Louifiana fhall, as foon as con-
venient, be adwnitted into the union, with the
fame pnvzleﬂm as the citizens of the origi-
nal ftates. © Do the prople of Connedicut
govern the people ‘of South-Carolina, or do -
tne i..habitants of Georgia govern the inhabi-

tants of  New- Hampﬂmc? By no weans,

Euch Rawe g ;,uvema ilelf, in all mam rs of do-

meflic concern. ().1 the fame pranciples, the

ivhabiants ot me wna witlfooa be on fuch
a fooung of equ(ﬂuy, that 1t MH b as agal the
truth to fay that they govern Ua*a\ that we gos
vern them, Whiley herus e, Our perfent cone
ftitution s pnkrve.d inviglate, what induce-
ment can they have to wifh for a feparation ?
In every aricle of Tocal policy. they wx!l bz
as mdcpu*sda nt of us, as we-are of then. In
the grand councils of the ﬂatmn, they, in-
roporiion to numbs. rs, will bave their full
hdl(? of weight and -influence, in common,
with Virginia and Malfachufs m, the two old-
eit fiates in the union. SRR

In this view of the fvbje. ourprcﬁm |

forin of government is the very beft on earth
- for a grear country: It cnmbxms the frec-

dom and convenience u" the .masl: it, wuh the

rength and proteftion of the | arncll Our

federo-national - fvitem s an mmmvunem on

all the governments‘that have pone bebore it

1 challenge the g é,reaaeit admuer oi antiquity—
, c e
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the moft deeply read in modern hiftory, to
point out one, either antieut or modern, that
is capable of communicating equal bleflings to
the inhabitants of an extenfive territory.

WHEN the Romans extended their domi-
nions, they never co-extended the rights of
citizenfhip. Inftead thereof, the new mem-
bers of their empire became the {ubjeits of
their old citizens. Hence, revolts and rebel-
lions were common. Very different is the
policy of thefe ftates. Our government,
f- ved on wifer principles, and founded on
equal rights, has nothing to fear from-an ex-
~tenfion of its boundaries. With certain mo-
difications, the more extenfive the better, as
the fecurity of the component parts will be in-
creafed thereby—ior the firength of the
whole ftands pledy :d for the protettion of e-
very part. It can never be too large, till the
‘parts - are To divided from each other, or the
extremes {o far afunder, as not to admit the
convenient meeting of deputies in {fome cen-
tral {fpot, for the purpofe of deliberating on
national concerns. This cannot be affirmed
of our prefent moft extended limits. Ar-
rangements are making, and, perhaps made,
for tranfporting the mail o Wallington,
from St. Croix and New-Orleans, in ten
days from each. The diftance of thefe two
extreme parts is, therefore, no obflacle to
the .inhabitants of both coalelcing, by their
deputies, in one general congrels.

When the prefent conftitution was under
confideration for the purpofe of adoption,
objectors
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objeftors faid *¢ it could never anfwer for the
¢ ninited government of the thirteen original
¢ ftates.” The experience of twenty-eight
happy years has proved the fallacy of thefe
predittions. From thirtcen we have grown to
feventeen flates; and yet, are as wellgoverned
as ever. What is to hinder our extenfion'on
the fame liberal principles of equal rights,
till we have increagad to twenty-feven, thirty-
feven, or any other number of ftates that will
conveniently embrace in one happy union,
the whole country from the Atlantic to the
Pacific ocean, and from the lakes of Canada to
the Gulf of Mexico? Great God! All this
country filled with freemen—with citizens of
the United States! How muft the heart of
every good man expand with joy in ihe prof-
pe&t of fo great an extenfion of human hap-
pinefs ? While the kingdomrs of the old
world are tottering to their four dations—op-
preflive taxes grinding their iubjeéts—one
war fcarcely ended, whgn another is begun—
it has pleafed the Eternal to erz& a reprefen-
tative {yltem of government in the woods of
America, founded on reafon and equality,
the only objeét of which, is the happinefs of
the people. When this government had been
carried on twenty-eight years for the nobleft
purpoles, and with the moft extenfive bene-
fits, it has farther pleafed God to double its
limiis, by a ceffion of territory, which brings
the moft defirable portion of our continent
under the operation of the beft conftitution in
the world. Well may the citizens of the U-
Cg nited
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mtcd States rc_)mce on the grcat event. Yes;
- we have abmmant realon to. rejoice on our’
 own account, as being more nnmediately in.
terefted, and much alfo, on account of our op-

e ‘preﬁnd brothers of the human race, inall parts’

_:of ‘the’ wmld Ciele’ an afylu’m is,pot only
oPencd but rn&.ma{ed to an exient, fu&zcmnt
- for the Tupport of thexr countlefs numbers,. in-
- “which they. may enjoy life; liberty, and pro..“
. perty,. Wﬂhout appreﬂion or difturbance. ; L |

~Ip t}*c* fouls of departcd good men; know
whm is pafling on’ this' earth, “Wwhat muft be
then Jny of our beloved Wa"lﬁm fon of’ ﬁns
- feflive day ? < He thought hinfElf g ply e~
. Compe ;»(eﬁﬁ i’é«* all hiy wﬂs, in’ feemg vbe Eap-. |
pingh of the thirteen” otiginat-ftares. - With'
~what increafing exultation muff he ‘behold
ar . extenfion of the fame’ rights, pmvﬂegeﬁ, |
principles, and confitution-over an addition-
altenitory, capabk of accemmodatmg hun-
~ dreds-of ‘millions of “heppy*inhabitants; who |
, wi'l enjoy-the fruits ﬁ" his labeurs P

J..xouxsmumms' You arc no longer fo..

‘rewne*ts or ltrangers, but fellow citizens.=~

“Weegive vou a. moﬁ hearty welcome into the
union.. We clainy ybu not as fubjefls, but re-
" ceive.youas brethren, fucceeding, in common
~with us,toan amp!e inheritance of the moft pre-
cious rights, “Rights, which.you and we fully
CNJeY, though denied to the greateft portion
‘of mankind. Do you enquire what they are ?
1 fhall brwﬂy, enumerate a few of them, You
are lree . think, to !peak and to aft.as you

plCd{\-
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p!eafe, provxded you “do- not. injure your
~neighbours.  Your pérfons, -houfes, papers,
and effcBls are fecured againft tmreafondble
fearches and feizures. You cannot be held
to anfwer for a capitaly “or othcrwile. mfa.

smous crime, unlefs on: 1he i'cfcmmem or in.
*-diftment of a grand jury."You' cannot be de.
_ prived of life, libérty;’or. p&i iy, without
“due procefs of the law, Y&& -ar¢ liable to no
‘taxesy and bound by no ﬁ,’; bm fuch as are -
| _:,amhonfnd by VOW&,@.; s Or re reﬁsntatwcs, -
_"1n {horte"you are’in puffeffion. of every right
- apd privilegethatany resfonible mifm er of | {o-
. cﬁy woulifyifh to enjojir AT thefe rightiyre -
 pate anly ymm; in-yofer q&aiﬂ} of “en y
Bt aré-gharsnied by the ¥ le foree gf
United Stdtes;, 1f fuch: a:mhc pﬁtmcgu
“obtain, -by your incorporation with us, th re
~can be no doubt of your hearty co-gperation
in fupporiing our free. conflitutiony by which
all thefe, rrghts,‘are feesred, . and in tunfmtt-
tmg the. fame,” inviolaty "'_to poltemya

Onall the cmzens&' £ she United. Smcs
,t}us day 1mp~ofes new, du&;ea..( ‘For. .the }aft
twenty-eigiit ycarw,‘_we have demonftrated to0
- the world, that man is Lapah&g of Lelf | gmem-
mem-—-—-that the ueprefcnmwe fyﬂem is fully .
adequate. to fecure and ptomote the happ;-
nefs of its members. . 1t Rill-remnins to be

proved, thai it is equal to the bappy govern-
ment of an extenfive _cougiry. ‘What a re-

proach would it be to us ail, if our future
polmcal condmun ihuuid be lefs happy than
- - the




 the Paﬂawﬁur"engnﬁ*es, would then friomi.
- luited a fmall country, anda handful of peo.
~ ple, in the eaily “ftage of fociety.” The -

‘yeputation which the cayfe ofliberty has gain- .

R A
;

yeafon, and the rights.

P
ot

L9 perpetuaiy |

yelax in_ their -

anbition, . and fudy

i€ peace and happis
s will be their

Zr
2

gre they. .may

iz808, on their own

’cegble ; cnjoyment’ of

~ The fuccels of-the

¢ 'ever mae for meliorating

: conditio Of man,.in a great mealure, de-
pends on us. - A price’is put. into our hands,
which, if rightly imiproved, will caufe thou-

- fands, whd have nevey fren America, to blefs

- noblel} exper
- the condition
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us, for our fuccefsful exertions in the caufe
aof liberty. . -

‘As fuch important confequences are in-
volved in the future deftinies of thefe flates,
the thought fhould frequently recur, what
line of conduct is moft fuitable to realife the
happinefs, which the high political fitvation of
our country feems to promile? This would
lead every one to reform himfelf, fo as to be-
come a good and pfeful citizen. Patriots
of this ftamp, cannnot fail of making the
goverament both happy and refpeBable;s -

®¥wcE it has pleafed the Supreme Dilpofer
of ‘events, to give us peaceable’ pofféfion of .
a great additional territory, it is our bounden
duty fo to imptove the heaven fenc boon, that

it ‘may be extenfively’ ufeful. A different.
line-of conduét would be ungrateful to God,.
and unjuft'to man. In every drrangement,
refpedting this new country, the greateft good.
of the greateft numberfhpuld be the primary
objett of attention. To qualify his children
to be worthy members of fo great an empire,
fhould be the ambition of every parent. On
the vote of the chi#l of the jpooreft citizen,
may depend the pafling of a law, or the ele-
. vation of a fellow-citizen, to the fupreme ex-
ecutive authority of the union. If the voice
of a fingle individual can be of fuch moment,
what care fhould be taken to-endow that in-
dividual with knowledge, and to train him up
in the ways of truth, honor, and virtue ?
None of us can tell, which of our children

may
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may be called upon to the difcharge of dutizy
moft important to their country ; for, in our
government, there are no -privileged orders,
and the path to honor, and office, is open to
all. The whole of the riling generation fhould,.

~ therefore, be educated with a view to the high

deftinies of republican citizens, who, indivi-
dually, poflels a portdon of the fovereignty
of a great empire.  Such well trained repub-
licans, poffclling fuch a country as the Uni-
ted States, and enjoying a counftitution; ap- -

_groaching ‘as near 10 perfeftion, as any thing

~

uman, cannot but be happy.

. The tide of joy which, on the prefent feltive
occafion, flows in upon us, muft be increaf-

‘ed, when we compare the events of this day

with thofe which took place on the fame day,
of the fame month, twenty-four years ago.

" On the twelfth day of May, one thoufand

feven hundred and cizhty, Charlelton bowed
to a conqueror.  Its inhabitants were brought
under the yoke—their property wrelled from
them—their perfons infulted—their fanilies
exiled and thrown on the charity of firangers,
or left to ftarve at hqge, with fcarcely
any means of fupport, untels .hey renounced
their independence, and acknowledged allegi-
ance to its enemies. On the twelfth of May,
one thouland eight hundred and four, many
of the fufferers in thefe diftrefling fcenes, are
now before me, rejoicing not ouly in the in-
dependence and profperity of their country,
but in the peaceable extenfion of its bounda-
ries,
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rics, over an immenfe region, compared with
which, the territories of many celebrated em.-
pites fink into infignificance.” How immenfe
the d:fference! How fiviking the contraft !
‘Thanks to Almighty God, who, in the fhort
fpace of twenty-four years, has raifed us from
a low ftate ol depreflion to an eminence, in
which, if not wanting to ourielves, we may
cnjoy as much political happinefs, as ever yet
has fallen to the lot of.man, ‘

ri






