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PRE 1;' ACE. 

T o record riafl: e\.rents, for the 
infi:rucrion of mao, ought to be 

the objeCl: of hifiory. At this the 
writer of the following fheets has 
fteadily ailned; with what fuccefs the 
impartial pllblick will detern1ine. He 
raw with regret the tranfaClions of each 
fllcceeding year occupying the publick 
mind, while thofe of the preceding 
were faft hall-ening to oblivion. He 
concci\?cci that tIle revolution of tIle 
govCrJlfficnts of Anlcrica, frolll Bri
tifll provinces into independcnt fi:ates, 
exhibited many ufcful IdI<ms, both to 
princes ~mcl people. '[his view of the 

great 
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great event incited him to compile a 
fuccinCl: account of the beginning, 
progrefs and conclufion, of the war, 
which terminated in the change of the 
government of that part of the United 
States \vith which he \vas heft ac
quainted. He would have been pleafed 
could he have extended his plan; and 
his work, perhaps, would have been 
more acceptable: but his knowledge 
of the affairs of the middle and 
nolthcrn Hates was not fufficiently 
particular to warrant his attempting 
the hiflory of the whole. He has 
therefore confined hirnfelf to the 
revolution of his own flate, and has 
introduced the tranfaaions of the 
neighbouring Rates only where their 
conneC\:ion with, and influence upon, 
the affairs of South-Carolina rendered . 
it necdfary. By limiting his fubject: 
he has been enabled to be more par
ticular, and he prefumes more accu-

ratc. 
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rate. His opportunities of informa
tion have been confiderable, from Ilis 
being a8:ually a witnefs to many of 
the events recorded in the following 
hiftory. From the year of the decla
ration of independence, to the termi
nation of the war, he had the hOnOtlr 
of reprefenting Charleflon in the le
giflature of the ftate. For two years 
he had the additional honour of being 
one of the privy-council, and for one 
year of reprefenting the flate in the 
continental Congrefs. Befides ferving 
in thefe ci viI offices he, was frequently 
in the field with the army, in the line 
of his profeffion, attending on the lick 
and wounded. Where his own kno\v
ledge was infufficient he has fought for 
information fronl thofe WllO \vere the 
immediate a8:ors. He has freely con
verfed with the partifans for both the 
old and new government. He has 
examined almoft all the fields of bat-

tle, 
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tIe, and has h~d accefs to the official 
returns, orderly-books, and defpatches, 
fcnt or received by the American 
generals.. The mati ves and de
figns of particular movements he has 
learned fronl the fountain-head, by 
convcrfing with thofe who had the 
direCl:ion of publick affairs, both in 
the civil and military iine. During 
his attendance on Congrefs he care
fully pcrufcd every otilcial defpatch 
ftnt to that honoUlable body, which 
related to the tranfH.:tions upon which 
tlC 11J(i UI1(!ertakcn to \vritc. !1'r() 111 

thde ()!-itiin:tl fourccs he has compiled 
the follo'\'in~ work. He declares 
that, embrJcing every opportunity 
of obtaining genuine infornlation, he 
h:ls fought for truth, and that he has 
ci{[l:rt~d n()thing bllt \rllat 11C be
lieves to be fad. 1t' l1C il1ol1ld be 
nlifi~lkcn Ilc ,\~ill, 011 c()n\'il1ion of 
his error, willingly retraCt it. IJuring 

tIle 
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the whole time of his writing he has 
carefull y watched the workings of his 
mind, left paffion, prejudice or a par
ty-fpirit, fhould warp his judgment. 
He h.as endea"\youred to imprefs on 
himfelf ho,v IIluch more honourable 
it was to write impartially, for the 
good of mankind, than to condefccnd 
to be the apologill: of a party. He 
has often refle8:ed that an hifrorian , 

fhould neither be a panegyrifl nor fa-
tirifr, but an impartial recorder of 
pafl: events, for the information of af
ter ages. Notwithfl:anding this care 
to guard againfl: partiality, he ex
peas to be charged with it by both 
of the late contending parties. The 
fuffering Americans, who have fcen 
and felt the ravages and oppreffions 
of the Britith army, will accufc him 
of too great moderation, and of be-
ing too fparing of cenfure. Europe
ans 'VllO Jl,lVC heard nluch of Anlcri-

can 
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can cowardice, perfidy and ingrati
tude, and more of Britifh honourj 

clemency and moderation, will proba
bly condemn his work as the off
fpring of party-zeal. The impoffibi
lity of pleafing both, has induced him 
to decline the fruitlefs attempt of 
aiming to pleafe either; and infl:ead 
thereof to follo,v tIle attradions of 
truth, whitherfoever fhe might lead. 

TH E author has been lefs particu
lar in reciting the nlovements and 
arrangements of the Britifh than of 
the American army, becaufe he had 
fewer opportunities of obtaining in-. 
formation of t1l\! former than of tIle 
latter. He farther informs the reader, 
that the epithets \Vhig and Tory are 
ufed in the following illcets in a fenfe 
different from what has been ufual. 

By the latter he means thofe of the 
inhabitants of Anlcrica ,vho ,vere 

the 
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the friends of royal government; 
by the former, and alfo by the more 
general appellation American, he in
tends thofe who favoured the re
volution. 

Charlefl:on, Ocr. I 2 , I 784. 
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SOU T H - CAR 0 LIN A. 

C HAP T E R FIR S T. 

A jhOtt ~vjew of the prfYlJince cf Sorlth-Caro
lilla, a"d of (vents i1ltroduc1ory to 0l~en 
/JoJIi1it it J. 

T H l: firfl: cl1arter of Carolina \vas granted 
about tIle year 1662, and containt:d a 
~rant of all the lands lying bet\veen 31 

and 30 Jegrces of north latitude. About tIle 
year 1664 a fccond and nlorc ample charter ,,-as 
obtained, c0111prcllcnding a tratl: of country [evell 

and a half degrees broad, bounded by the Atlan
tic on the cafi, the I~acific on the \veft, and on 
the north and fOllth IJY t\VO parallel lines, to be
gin on the {hores of the Atlantic, tIle one at 29 

B degrees 
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degrees nortll latitude, the other at 36-30, and 
fro~11 thefe point3 to be continut;J due \vcft till 
tl1CY reacheu tht: I)acitic ocean. '!·his extcnfive 
grant of territory fuflcrcd alterations fronl va. 
rious cauft:s. By fubicqut:nt cllarters of the King 
of l:nglanJ the original extent of Carolina on 
the fea coaft 11as been divided into Nortl1.(~aro
lina Sotlth-Carolina and Georgia. Sotltll-Caro
lina, is the 1110fi fouthcrn of tIle thirteen United 
States of North.Anlcrica, Georgia c:-:ccptcu, 
anu extends along the fca fron\ the nlolltll of 
Savannah river a few Iniles to the llortll\\"aru of 
the nnrthcafi cxtrclnity of Long-Bay, a difiance 
of about t\\-O h unJrcll nliles, and is fl:tt le(\ be
t\\'cen t\\'o and three 11undretl miles to the \\-cfl
,vard. It is bounded to the north\\"ard by a line 
,vhich feparates it fronl Nortl1-Carolina-to the 
ea!1'v~rd bv tIle .t\tlantic ocean. Its b()undaric~ 

" to tl1C fouth,vartl and ,,"c(l\var,.l are the fubjcCl: 
of contro\'crry. li~or eighty or a hunu red ll1ilc:) 
from the fca coafl: it is an crcn plain. No rocks 
nor nones nor llills of ~dly height arc to be fccn. 
Franl this to the \vefl:\\"ard the country is beau
tifull y di vcrfificd ,vit!l hills and \"allic~~, and exhi. 
bits many d<:ligbtful rrofi)ccrs. A valt ridge of 
InOllntains runs throug!l Sout h-Carolin;l in com
mOll \vitl1 t11C other p:lrt3 of N ortl1-1\nlcrica, froIn 
the ,veflcrn f!d,_~S of \yhich the 'vatcr~ flo\v into 
the 1\1 i i1; fi p ;"' i , fro lJl t 11 e can ern in tot 11 cAt 1 ant i c • 
South-Carolina is 'liatcred l)y the ri "crs Savan
nah, Ediflo, Santee and l'ccJcc, ,vhicl1 take their 
Tii~ in theft; lleights. "l'hc:rc arc fcycral ot.hcr 

rl \'crs 
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rivers of a fecondary fize, \Vllicl1 are eitl1er arms 
of the rea, or originate, fome from hills in the 
heart of tIle country, and others from favannahs 
or fwamps. Of there kinds are Caafaw, Comb~
llee, ,\VaCCll11aw, Af111ey, Cooper and Black rI

vers. }i'ronl tIle circuitous ,vindi ngs of fundry 
arnlS of the ocean the coaft is cllequered by fea 
ifiands. 

TH E low lands produce rice in great abun
dance. 1'hc lligll1ands provifion, grain of all forts, 
indigo and tobacco. Orcllards and meado\\'s are 
advantageoufly cultiyatcd at fome difiance from 
the fea coafi:. l'he interior part of tIle flate is 
fettlcd in flllall faruls, \vhicll yield the ncccffa
ries of life in the greateR plenty. The calles, 
without fodder or gr'l.in, afford, tllroughout the 
{hort \vinter, anlple fupport for numerous 11erds 
of cattle. 'rhe foil produces ever}~ cOlllmodity 
that gro\vs in any of tIle Ullited States, befides 
rice, indigo and ula(ldcr, \Vllich are peculiar to 
itfelf and the adjacent ftates. Suell is the 111ild
nefs of tIle \\rinter, that for eight 111011t118 of the 
year tlle clin1ate is delightful. wl'he \\Tcllcrn coun
try is at all feafons free froln tIle cxtrenlCS of 
heat and cold, and is fa\"ourable to llt:altll and 
longevity. 

TH E firfi fettlcment of tIle llrovince \vas made ill 
the year 1669, on the neck of land bct,veen Aflllcy 
and Cooper rivers, by a fe\v adventurers \\'110 enl
barked froID England in t\VO veffeIs. "fhe fubfe-

qUCIlt 
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qu~nt fettl~rs ",·ere a medlc'Y' of differel1t nations, 
and conlpafed of tbe Innfi: contraditlnry charaaers. 
From England, the colony rccei \'cd botll the f~·ieIids 
of the parlianlent and the adherents to the royal 

" fanlily. The feryant3 of the CrO\Vll, fronl lllotives 
of policy, encouraged tIle cnligration ()f th~ fornler, 
and grants of land \vere freely hcllo\,"cc! on tIle 
latter, as a re\vard of tl1cir ]o\'c11tv. .r\ confider .. 

~ " 
~tble nunlbcr of l"rCllC h prott'flant~, after tile re-
vo~ati(' , of the cdic1 of Nantz, found an at) IUlll 

in Soutll-Carolina, and bcc::nne ,'ery ureful inha
bitants. Many' (Jf the Dutcll coloniits, diil~\ti:-Jicd. 

,\'itll tlltir fituation in Ne\v-YorI" after tht: fub .. 
n1iflinn of that colony to th~~· cro\\'u of England, 
repaired thither, and contributed 111t1cll by their 
indufiry to the cultivatioil of the prorince, rrhc 
fucccfs that 3ttended thenl induced 1110rc of their 
countryn1cn to folln\v their l"xatuplc. An Iri!11 
fcttlenlent ,vas planted near Santt"~ l)l'l\\'c~n the 
~'ear 1730 and 1740, to \\'llich \\"a'; g!Yl"n the 
Ilal1le of ,\Til1ianl{l)Urg to\'t'n!hip. I II the Elt11C pe
riod fe\'cral fanlilie~; of S,\"itzers fcttlL'd on the 
northeafl: {ilte ()f SavannaIl rivcr, tinder th~ au .. 
fpice,.; (.'f th~'ir count rynlan John.I)Ltcr Pury. 
l·ro:l1 tllis gcntletnan the village of Puryfburgh 
took its naBle. l~r()nl 174R to liS 5 great nunl
bLrs of l>(datincs \\ Lrc introu uccd-tlicy fettlcJ 
Or3ngcburgl1, (:ongarl:e and '\'atc:rCt~. i\ftcr tIle 
ba! t 1 c of C u II od t: nan u n1 be r (! f t lit: v an (lU i flIt' d 

• 
I-lighlan\.:~.:"r~" \~,"C rc tranfi)ortcu to Sout 11·Carol in~. 
But th,_' Yi!dft confjdcrabl'~ ~~ra of P()pu!~!~iOll ,\'a~ 
~fter the p~acc; uf l)~ir :.; in I -;6 !. Soon after 

I .... J 

that 
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tllat event, the affembly of the colony appropriated 
a large fund for bounties to foreign protefiants 
who fhould fettle in the interior parts. In con· 
fequence cf this encouragement many arrived 
from Europe, particularly from Ireland. Great 
nllmbers a]fo migrated from Virginia, Pennfylva
nia, and the other northern provinces. From 
tllcfe variou:; iources of I)opulation fettlements 
were ll1ade, in ten years after the peace of Paris, 
one hundred and fiti:y miles to the \\'eftward, be
JTond all that Ilad taken place ill tIle preceding 
11 undred year::. 

TIlE government of the country, for the firft 
fifty )·,.:aar:;, "as proprietary. About the year 17) 9 
the inhabitant:;, finding tilat tIley were riot fuffi. 
cicntly p!"otecteu by tllat confiitution, cffeacd a 
cl1angc of governnlent fronl proprietary to regal, 
in a nlanncr fonlewhat fimilar to that Wllicll their 
poftcrity, fifty years after\vards, adopted ail aCeOlll

pliflling a revolution from royal to repllblican. 
rrhc bufinc[3 \vas conduacd ,vitll great addrefs 
by a convention of tIle people, \VIIO aCted under 
tIle fanCtion of tIle firfl: law of nature~ielf-pre
fervation. 'l'llcy refuft:d to do any bufinefs ,vitll 
Itobcrt Johnfon the proprietary governor, but at 
the fanle tinlC ofl'cred to obey llinl if lle \vould 
hold tIlL" reins uf governIllent in tl1e nan1e of tIle 
Kin~ of G reat-l~ritain. 'l'lti~ being rcfufed, tIley 
chafe Janle~ l\'loorc for tht:ir governor. rl~lle 
people, \vitII great unaninlity, bound tllCt11fel"cs 
by an afTociatioll to {tand by each otller in ,le_ 

f~'Ilce 
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fence of their rights and privileges againll: the ty
ranny of the proprietor:; and tlleir ofncers: tllis 
they honourably obferved until the revolution 
was completed. A {late of the ,vIlole I)roceed. 
ings of tl1e people, and of the caufes of tileir dif. 
fatisfaaion with the lords proprietors, being laid 
before tIle regency in England, it W3S dt:ternlined 
that the proprietary charter \vas forfeited. In 
confequence of which the lJrovince was taken un
der the immediate protedion of the erou·n. 

FIlOM this period. tile government \vas regal. 
The cro\vn appointed a governor, and dtlega!ed 
to him its conftitutional po\vers civil and nlili. 
tary. He had a negative on all tIle bills I)aifc::d 
by the affemblies; and the po\ver of convening, 
proroguing and diffolving thenl. He l1ad po\\rers 
of chancery, admiralty, of fuprelne ordinary, and 
of appointing civil 111agif1:rates and lllilitia officers. 
1"0 hinl alfo ,vas entrulled the execution of the 
la\vs. The trown allpointed a council, \v·ith 
powers to ad viie the governor, and to affifi: in 
legifiation. 1"he lloufc of affcm bl y confifted of 
the reprefentativcs of tIle people, who \\'erc 
eleCl:ed by them as the houfe of comnlons in 
Great-Britain. ~l'he nlodel of the governlnent, 
as near as circunlftanccs '\\·ould admit, was formed 
on the plan of the Englith conftitution. rl'he in
habitants enjoyed tIle prottEtion of Great-Britain; 
and, in return, the 1l1other-country llad a Illono .. 
poly of their A-ade. Great-Britain received great 
benefit by this intercourfe, and tIle C01011Y, under 

ller 
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her protecHng care, became great· and bappy. 
In South .Carolina an enenlY to the Hanoverian 
fLlcctffion, or to the Britifll conftitution, was 
fcarce1y known. The inhabitants were fond of 
Britifll manners even to excefs. They for the 
molt part fent their children to Great-Britain for 
education, and fpoke of that country under the 
~ndearing apl)ellatiun of Home. They were en .. 
thufiafis for tllat facred plan of civil and religious 
11aI)pinefs under which they llad grown up and 
flouriflled. All ranks and orders of men gloried 
in tlleir conneClion \vith tIle mother-country, and 
in being fubjeas of the fanle King. The laws of 
the Britilll 11arliament, confining their trade for 
the benefit of tIle proteCting parent nate, were 
very generally and cllecrfully obeyed. Few coun· 
tries have at any time exllibited fo ftriking an in
ftance of publick and private profperity as ap
peared in South.Carolina between the years 
] 763 and I i7 5. The inl1abitants of the pro-
vince ,vere in that fhort fpace of time Dlore than 
doubled. \Vc;l1th poured in upon thenl from a 
thoufand channels. '"I'he fertility of the foil gene-
roully repaid the labour of the huibandman, mak
ing the poor to fing: and induftry to fmile through 
r,very corner of the land. None \\7cre indigent, but 
the idle and unfortunate. Perfonal independence 
'VJS fully \\·ithin tIle reach of every man who 
\,'as healthy and indufirious. 1'he inhabitants, 
ilt peace with all the world, enjoyed domefiick 
tranquility, and were fccurc in their perfons and 
property. l"'hey were alfo completely fatisfied 

with 
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with their governnlent, and wiOled not for tbe 
fmalleft change in their political conftitution. 

IN the mid{\: of thefe enjoyments, and tIle moll: 
fincere attachment to tIle motller-countrv, to their 

II 

King and his government, tIle people of South. 
Carolina, \vitllOU[ any original dcfign on their 
part, were ftep by ftep dra\\rn into all extenfivc 
,,"ar, '\\·hich involved them ill every fJ)l~cics of 
difficulty, and finally ditfevcred tllclll from tIle 
parent-nate. 

SO~IE alterations in tIle cOlnnlcrcial fyficlll of 
the colonies for preventing I a contrabal1d trade 
with the French and Spaniards, al1J for enlar~ing 
the powers of tIle courts of adtniralty, llad cre
ated great uneafinefs in fome parts of tIle conti. 
nent; but the South-Carolinians, ,,,hofe COllllnercc 
was carried on agreeably to the BritiHl laws of 
trade and navigation, \\·ere very little aflcaed by 
thefe inJlovations. Yet the parlialnentary clailn~ 
of taxation and unlimited fUprC1l1acy intcrcfled 
e,~ery American, and created fui!licions in tht; 
minds of the jealous colonifl:s, that tl1C mothcr
country harboured dcfigns unfriendly to tllt:ir 
liberties. 

FROM the earliefll)criod of the Britilh colo
nies, till the accefiion of George the TnlrJ, (~rt:at
Britain, in time of war, llad been in tIle llabit of 

_ making requifitions for fupplies to the provincial 
affemblies; there were fo liberally granted by 

many • 
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\nahy of them, and p~rticularly by that ~f ?outh. 
Carolina, that the parliament of Great·Brltaln had 
fometimes reimburfed theln for their extraordi
nary exertions. Till the year 1763 the mother
country contented herfclf with the great advan
tages refutting from a tnonopoly of tlleir trade, 
and with tile fupplies obtained froin them in the 
way of requifition. About tl1at period the [chelne 
of an American revenue, to be laid by the 13ritilh 
parliatnent, and colleaed in the colonies \vithout 
the confcnt of their local Legil1atures, ,vas intro
duced. 1'heBritifu 111inifiry were pronlptcd to this · 
inl1ovation by the imnlcnic load of national debt 
incurred during the ,vaT, 'Vllicll in th3t year had 
terulinated. 1'lley conceived that every part of 
tlleir donlinions {houl(l pay a l)roportion of the 
publick debt; and tlfat the parliament of Great
Britain, as the fnprcme l)o\\·cr, \vas conflittltion .. 
ally invelled witll a right to lay taxc.~ un every 
part of tile c111pirc. 1-'his <loc1rine, io ptauCthle 
in itfelf, al1d fo conformable to the letter of the 
Britifh couilitution, when tlle ,vllole d01l1inions 
\vere reprcfented in one aifcmbly, ,vas reprobated 
in the Colol1ies as fubvcrfive of tllcir rights, alld 
contrary to the fpirit of the falne gOYCrnnlcnt, 
,vIlell the enlpirc becanle fo far extcndc<l as to have 
lnany difiinl:l: rcprcfentative a1Icll1blies. 'l~he co .. 
lonilts conceived that the chief CXCCllCllre of the 
Britilh conftitution confi£l:ed in the right of the 
people to grant or witll1101d taxes, and in thcil· 
having a {hare in the enaaing of the laws by 
Wllich tlley ,,,ere to be governed. In Great-Bri. 

e tain 
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tain a tax \vas defined to be a tribute exaaed by 
the fuprenlc pO\\1'cr of a nation. In America it \vas 
faid to be a free gift of the people to their rulers 
for proteCtion and fecurity. In the 1110ther-coun
try it was afferted to be effential to tIle unity of 
the empire, that the Britifll I>arliament fhould 
have a right of taxation o,Yt:r every part of tllcir 
extended donlinions. In tIle colonies it \\·as be
lieved that taxation and reprcfentation ,verc infc
parable, and tllat they cottld neither be fr~~ nor 
happy if tl1eir property could be takL:Il fro!11 tl1CIll 

\",ithout tlleir confcnt. PI'he Britiih nlini!lry rea
foncd, that all \\'bo enjoy-eel national 11roteCtion 
fhould. pay to the fupport of governnlcnt. 'l~hc 
colonial affcmblit·s allo\veJ tIle pofition, but con
tended they \vcrc to be jud~es of the abilities of 
their COllllituent>, and llad the cxclufivc rigllt of 
itnpofing taxes 011 then1. l"hcy alleged farther, 
that tiley had granted, and \,",ouI(l cOlltinue to 
grant, aids to his l\Iaje!ty \vhcn called 011 in a con
ftiturional \vay. rl~hc }1atriots ill the Alncrican af .. 
fetnblies infificd tllat it \vas clfcntial to liberty and 
llappinef~ that tIle people 1110ulJ be taxed by thore 
only \\'110 were clloicn b.y thcnlfclves, and Ilad a 
COlnmon illt~rcfl: ,vith thcm.-rl'hat they, being 
tlle confumers, ultinlatLly paid llritinl taxes by 
purcllafing Britifll Il1anufaEtures.-

r

l'hat if Great
Britain had a ligllt to confine tlleir trade, and 
alfo a fartller right of laying on what taxes fhe 
pleafcd, tiley \\Oerc in a 1l1ofl dcplorablt; condition 
of abjea dependc!!ce. 1\lr. !.-o~kc's ct:!cbratcd 
fof~t!on, , th~:~ !::> 1l~~~1! h:~3 a rigl:t to that \vhicll 

, another 
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c another bas a rigllt to take from him,' was often 
quoted as a proof th;t Britilh taxation virtually 
annillilated American property. 

E'tERY thing in the colonies contributed to nou
rilh a fpirit of liberty and independence. "fhey 
were planted under tIle aufpiccs of tIle Englilh 
conftitution in its purit}F and vigour. Many of 
tllcir inhabitants had imbibed a Jarge portion of 
tllat fpirit \vhich brougllt one tyrant to the block, 
and expelled anotl1er from his dominions. They 
\vere comnlunities of feparate independent indivi
duals, for tIle moll part employed in cultivating a 
fruitful foil, and under no general influence, but 
of tlleir O\\Tn feelings and opinions; they were 
not led by 11o\verf:ll families, or by great officers in 
cl1urcll or {tate. I .. tlxury Ilad made but very little 
l>rogre(') anlong their contented unafpiring far
lllers. F"I"he large extent of territory gave eacl1 
man an opportunity of fiOling, fo\\~lin~ and llunt. 
ing, \vitllout injury to his ncigllbour. Every inha
bitant \vas or cafily 1l1ight be a freellolder. Settled 
on lands of llis O,\\·n~ l!e ,"as both farmer and land
lord. Having no fuperior to \VllODl llC \vas obliged 
to look l.IP, and prod ucing all tIle neceffaries of life 
from l1is o\vn groullds·, 11e foon brcame independ
ent. His mind ,,·as equally free frotn all the re
ftralnts of fllperfiition. No ecc1cfiallical eflablifll
Inents invaded the rigl1ts of confcicncc, or fettered 
the frec:-l~orn mind. .r\t liberty to aCt :lnd think, 
as llis incliIlation I)rOlnpted, lIe difdaincd the ideas 
of depenJence and fubjeaion. 

COLONIES 
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Cor .. o~IEs planted by a free government, and 
gro\ving- up to nlaturity under circumftances fa 
favourable to liberty and independence, could not 
confc:nt to an abridglnent of their privileges. 
Fl'hey concc:iyed that the rights of Britil11 fubjeCls 
fhoulJ be the falne on the \veil: as on tIle eaft fide 
of the Atlantic, al1d tllat therefore no tax filould 
be detnandcd of tlleI11 but \vhat had been freely 
granted by thClllfelvc::s or tllcir repreientatives. 

rr 11 E firft !latutc tl1at roufed tIlt! coloniA:s to 
oppofc: Britifh taxatioll 'vas the lileinorable ftanlp~ 
act, paffed ill the )eear 1765- By tllis it ,vas 
cl1a~led, that the infirun1ents of ,,,riring, Wllich 
arc ill daily uf~ 31nongft a commercial people, 
fhoulJ be nun llnd void ill Ia\v, unlet~ they \\'ere 
~x(:'rutCll 011 ita1l1ped I)~per or parch nlcnt~ charged 
,vitil a duty inlpofcd by the Britifh parlianlcnt. 
'I·his \\-:1S a~l ill .. chofc:n precedt:t1t for cflabIiflling 
a nc\v clainl; (or, if carried into effeCt, it \vould 
fOOll IlJVC drained the colonies of all their circu
lating fpecie - A lefs txten{i"e tax Inigllt have 
paffcJ unobrer\,cd by the ur.fufpeaing colonifis; 
but th~ ft,nnp-:la \'.'as fo intilnatc:ly connected 
\vith all }lubEck and private bufint.:fs, that an 
united \ igorCi!3 oppofiti Ol1 to its tal,,-ing eHea \\·as 
judged i~lJ:fp~n[lbly ncceffJry. '}·o COllcert an 
unifornl line of conduct to be adopted I)y the dif
ferent colunits O~l t llis trying occa!lon, a Con
gr~C.:. of ccputir5 front each province ,vas recoIn. 
tnenJed. \\Y'ht n ttlis n1cafurc \\·as llropofed in 
the air~nibly of S,"'Inth-(:~rol~na, it 'vas ridiculed 
by ~in hU!nul· .. ".J~ nl/_l~1L<..:r in \\-OrlL:; tC) the follo\v-. 

lIlr-
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ing tfl~a: C If you agree to the propofition of 
, compofing a Congrefs of deputies from the dif. 
, fertnt Britifil colonies~ "Tllat fort of a diflt will 
, you make. New.England will thro\v in fifh and 
'onions. The Iniddle flates flax-feed and flour. 
, Maryland and Virginia will add tobacco. North. 
, Carolina, pitch, tar and turp~ntine. South.Ca. 
, rolina, rice and indigo, and Georgia \vi)) fprinklc 
, tlle \\,11o]e conlpofition with faw-dull. Such an 
, abfurd jUI11ble will you make if you attetnpt to 
, fornl an union aUlong ruch difcordallt Dlatcrials 
'as the thirteen Britifh provinces.' A furewd 
country Dlelllber replied, 'he would not choofe 
, the gentlenlan \\'bo Dlade the objeflion for his 
, cook, but neverthelefs Ile \\Pould venture to ar. 
, fcrt, that if the colonies proceeded judicioufly in 
'the appointment of deputies to a continental 
, Congrt:i~, they \vould Ilrepare a difh fit to be 
'prefenteJ to any CrO\Vlled head in Europe.' 
'l'lloUgll Inany Illembers of the affenlbIy thought 
the fcllenle cllimericaJ, a flnall lnajority adopted 
the mcafurc, and appointed delegates. 'I'his firft 
{tep to\,"arJs continental union \\ as adopted in 
Soutll-(~ar()lina before it Ilad been agreed to by 
any colony to the fouth\vard of New-England. 
rl'he t.xatnple of this province Ilad a confiderable 
influence in reco111menliing tIle lueafure to others 
\\,ho ,,'ere lllore tardy in their concurrence. The 
colonies, on tltis occafion, not only prefented pe
tit ion~, but entered into affociations againfl: im
porting Britifll IllanufaCl:ures till the ftamp-aCl: 
fhould I>e repealed. On tIle J Stll of March 1766 
that favourite point \vas obtained. 'l'his conceffion 

had 
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bad the effea of infpiring tIle Americans \vith 
high ideas of tIle neceffity of tlleir trade to Great. 
Britain. Nothing could l1aye been more inlpolitick 
than this repeal, provided the minifiry of England 
ferioufly intended to refume the fcherne of an 
American reyenue; and notlling more \vife Ilad 
that idea been for-ever dropped. 'l"he experiment 
of taxation was rene\ved in the year ) 767, but in 
a more artful Inanner. Small duties were impofed 
on glafs, paper, tea and painters colours. l'llc 
colonies again petitioned and affociated to import 
no more Britifh manufacrures. In confequence of 
which all the duties were taken oJf excepting 
three-pence a pound on tea. 'l'his fecond repeal 
increafed the confidence of the colonills, and en-

I 

couraged them to continue their oppofition to par-
liamentary taxation. 

TIlE difputes occafioned by there abortive at
tempts to raifc a revenue, caufed a fernlentation 
in the minds of tIle people, and gave birth to 
many enquiries rerpeCting their natural rights and 
their connexion \vith Great-Britain. r}'he former 
produced a higl1 fenfe of liberty: the latter a ge
neral conviaion that tllere COllld be no fccurity 
for American property if tIle colonies were to be 
taxed at the difcretion of a parliament in 'V1lic11 
they \vcre unre}lrefctlted, and over \\"hich they 
had no control. A determination to oppofe tl1i~ 
ne\v claim of taxation, 110\\·evcr difguifcJ, very 
gener:ll1y took pofftffion of tIle minds of t1le 
colonifis. 

SEVERAL 
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SEVERAL incidents about this time concurred 
to excite the fufpicions and jealoufies of the Ame
ricans. 'fhe repeal of the {lamp-aCt was accom .. 
pauied by the aCt commonly called the declaratory 
aCt, in which it was enaaed, 'That the parlia
, nlent of Great-Britain had a right to bind tIle 
, colonies in all cafes whatfoever.' rrhis clailn of 
unliolited fupremacy, and the refervation of the 
duty on tea, were confidered, on the weft fide of 
the Atlantic, as evidences tllat an American re· 
venue was intended. Unwilling to contend with 
tIle motller-c:ountry about paper claims, and at tile 
fanle time determined to pay no taxes but ruch 
as \vere impofcd by their own legiflatures, the co
lonies affociated to inlport no more tea, but re
laxed in all their other refolutions, and renewed 
their commercial intercourfe \vith Great-Britain. 

THE tax on tea \vas in a great meafure ren .. 
dered a barren branch of revenlle by tIle Ameri. 
can refolution of iUlporting none, on which the 
parlialnentary duty \vas cllarged. In the year 
J 77.3 a lchtnlc \vas adopted by tllC Eaft-India 
cOlnpany to export large quantities of that com .. 
1110dity, to bt: fo!d on their account, in tIle feveral 
capitals of the Britifh colonies. 'l'his nleafllrc 
tended fo Jirealy to contravene the Anlerican 
rliolutlcns, that it t~xcited ["reat COlnInotions 

(.~ 

frO!ll N \,:\\'.l-Ianlpfi.ire _ to Georgia. rl~hc colonifts 
rc:afoncd ,vitIl themfelvt"s tllat, as the duty and 
the rr;cc of tIle C0111Inodity \vc:re illieparably 
blended, jf the tea was fold, every purchafer 

would 
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would pay a 'tax ilnpofed by the Britifh parlia~ 
ment as part of the purchafC:-1110ncy. Jealous of 
the defigns of the mother-country, and determined 
never to fubmit to Britifh taxation, tlley every 
where entered into combinations to obftrucr tIle 
fales of tl1e tea fent out by the Eaft.India com
pany. 'l'he cargo fent to South.Carolina \\-as 
flored, tIle confignees being reftrained front ex· 
pOling it to fale. In other provinces, the landing 
of it being forbidden, tIle captains were obliged 
to return \vithout difcharging tlleir cargoes. In 
Bollon a few men in difguife thre\v illtO the river 
340 ch(:fis of it, \vhicll \\pas the proportion e;~· 

ported to that pro\'ince by the Eaft.lndia conl
pany. This trefpaf~ on private property provokcli 
the Britifh parliatnent to take legiflati,·c ven
geance on that devoted to\vn. a An act therefore 
was imtnediately pafTed, by \vhich the port there
of was virtually blocked up, by being legally pre
cluded fronl lhipping or landing any goods, wares 
or mercl1andiz~. Other aas, directed by the 
fanle policy, fpeedily follo\ved. b One of tllcfe 
was intitled an aCt for the better regulating the 
governtnc·'t of l\laffachufetts. rI-he objecl of thii 
was effcntial1y to alter the charter of tIlt! l)ro\'ince. 
By it the \vhole executive govcrutnent was takell 
out of the l1and~ of the people, and the nOlnina .. 
tion of all officers vefled in the King or his Go .. 
v~rnor. fl Soon after foHo\'"JcJ an act in \,·hich it 
was provided, that if any perron were indiaed for 

murder, 

a See note J. b See note II. c See note III. 
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murder, or for any other capital offence, commit
ted in aiding nlagifiracy, tllat t]le governor might 
fend the perfon 10 indiCted to anoth.er colony, or 
to Great-Britain, to be tried. 'l'hefe proceedings, 
no lefs contrary to the Britii11 confiitution [han to 
the chartered rights. of the colonies, \verc an ' 
alarnling conlnlellt on the affumed parlianlclltary 
clainl of unlimited fuprelnacy. 1'hey were con
fidered, frolll one end of tIle continent to the 
other, as the beginning of a llC\V fyilem of colo
nial governlllcnt, by \vhicll the l)rovinc~s \vere to 
be reduced to a nluc}l greater dl~grce of dtpend
ence on the nlother-(ountry tllall tllC}' IlaJ ever 
expcricllccd. A general cOllfederacy, to aid tll.C 
province of lVlatfachufctts in ollpofing tht txecu
tiOll of tlleie uncon flit tltiollal acls, \"<:1')' Joan took 
pla(c. 

rl~11 £ I)r0cecuin~s or p:t rli:\ Inent ,';;erc no ie/oner 
knO\\·11 ill Bofton tllan tIlt; ilJlabitants ""l:rc t11rO\'·11 
into the greatt:ii: conficrnatioll. Sundry to\vn-

J 

lllectings \\'ere called to deliberate on the alarn1iIlt; 
nate of Il ublick afrairs. ..tlt one of thcln, ,'i~. on 
~Iay 13t11, 177 ~~, the follo\ving ,rotc \"as ])ailed : 

, rl'JI \ 1" it is t!1e Opin!llll of t11is to\Vl1, tllat if 
, the oll~cr COlOllics C0111C into a joi nt rt' i~)ll\tioll 
'to !loll all inlport~ltion franl Great-Britain, and 
'exnortation !o Great. I~rit:lill a nd tIle ,\\r cfl-Ill-• 
(dies., t~ll t~~;· ;:c~ ~·cr l)!()ck.i!1~ un thl~ llC',rbour be 

,l 1 

'rl:p('~!lcd .. ~h...; f~nlC \yill l)fOYC tlle i:t}yatfon of 
, Nnrth-/~Tncrica and her liberties. On the other 
'h~:nc1, if t!1ey continue their exports and 1111-

I) llorts, 
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• ports, there is hig)) rcafon to fear tllat fraud, 
, power, and the 01011: odious oppreffion. will rife 
'triumpl1ant o\'cr ju{lice~ right, focial happinefs 
, and freedom. And moreover, that this vote be 
, tranfmitted by the Dloderator to ail our filler 
, colonies, in the name and behalf of this town.' 

A COpy of tlleir vote ,,"as immediately forwarded 
to ttl.:" other provinces. IJpon its arrival in South. 
Carolina, ir \~·as prefented to a nUlnber of tile 
principal gentl~n1en in Cllarlcfton. 1~hey ,vere 
of opinion that the principles of policy and felt:. 
prefcrvation made it neceffary to fupport the 
people of Bollon; hut the mode point~d out was 
a nlatter of too much confequencc to be adopted 
without the un!verfal confellt of the people. It 
'\~as therefore determined to requefl a Illecting of 
the inllabitants. "fhat this Dlight be as general 
as poffible, circular letters were fent by exprefs to 
c\pery parifh and di£lria \\,itllin th~ province. In 
confequellce of tllis invitation, on July 6, J 774, a 
very great nUD'lller from almoft ever}' part of 
South .. Carolina 111ft at Charltlton. The pro
ceedin~s of tIle parliament againll: the to\\pn of 
Bollon and 11rovince of Maffacllufetts \\·~r~ dif. 
tinuly related to tl1is convention of tIle peo}lle. 
On \vhicl1, \\ ithout one difTt·nting \Yoicr, they' 
came into tIle follo\ving refolutions : 

, IlL SOLYED,thathis l'vIajcfiy's fubjeclsinNorth .. 
, A 111<:r1("a. o\\·e tht~ (.lrae aJlccriance t~) the cro\\'tl ,-, 

, ()f Grc:tt-Britain t:.ar i~ due froln his fubjca~ 

• Lorn i 11 (; r <: a t -l~ r i ~ ~ i n ~ • ] ~ r: SOl. Y ED. 



( 19 ) 

C RESOLVED, thatbisMajefty's fubjeClsinNorth
C Atncrica arc entitled to all the inherent rights 
, and liberties of his natural born fubjeCls withill 
, the kingdom of Great-Britain. 

, RESOLVED, that it is repugnant to the rigllts of 
C the people, that any taxes flloulJ be impofed 011 

, them, unlefs \vith their own confent given per
c fonally or by their reprcfentati\res. 

C RE.SOLVED, that it is a fundamental rigtlt, 
C which his Majefty's liege fubjefls are entitled 
'unto, tllat no lllall 1hollld fuffer in Ilis perron or 
'property without a fair trial, and judglucnt 
'given by his peers or by the law of the Jand. 

C RESOLVED, that a11 trials oftreafon, or for any 
C felony or crime whatever, committed and done 
5 in tl1i:; his Majefty's colony by any perron or 
'perfcns refiding therein, ought of right to l)e 
, had and conducred in al1d before his Majefi:~,'s 
'courts held within tIIC raid colony according 
, to the fixed and kllO\\'ll couree of proceedings; 
'and that the feizing any perron or perfons fe
e fiding in this colony, fufpeaed of any crinlt: 
, whatever committed tller~in, and fending fuch 
, perfon or perfons to places beyond tilt! rea to be 
e tried, is oppreffive and illegal, and highly dero
, gatory to the rights of Britifll fubjet1s, as tllerc::by 
, the ineftimable privilege of being tried by a jury 
, frOtll the vicinag~, as \vell as the benefit of fUln
'moning and procuring witncflcs on fuell trial, 
, \\·ill be taken away froln the p~~rty e\ccul~d. 

, ll~sOL\P'ED, 
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'RESOL\"ED, that the fiatute Dlade in the 3St11 
, )·car of Ilenry v I II, chap. 2. intitled, An act 
'for tIle trial of treafons comulitted out of the 
'King's dOlllinions, does not extend, and cannot 
, but by an arbitrary and cruel conftruc1ion be 
'conflrued to (xtt-nd, to treafon, Dlifprifion of 
C treafon, or concealnlent of treafon, conlnlitteJ ill 
, any of Ilis l\'lajefl:y's .t\,nerican colonies, \v Ilere 
, there is fufficient provifion, by the law of the 
'land, for tIle i1l1partial trial of all fucll as are 
( charged \vith, and for the due pUllilhmcllt of, 
, thefe oflellccs. 

c RESOL'VEO, tllat tIle late acr for 1l1utting up 
, tIle port of Bollnn, and tIle t\VO bills relati,·e 
c to Bollon, \vllich, by tIle lafl: accounts fronl 
, Great-Britain, had been l)rought illto l)arlialn~l1t., 
, were there read and C0l11nlitted, are of the 1110{~ 
, alarming nature to all his I\'Jajefty's fubjeas in 
C America-are calculated to uepri\'c nlany tLou
c f.'lnd AUlcricans of tlleir rights, propertif:s and 
, privileges, in a 1110ft cruel, opprcHi\'c and UtlCOll

, ftitutional malloer-are 1l10il dangerous preec
e llents; and, tl10Ugll levelled inll11eJia~cly at the 
, people ()f Bo!lon, ycry 1l1anifeflly and glaringly 
, f11e\V, if the:: illhabitants of that to\vn arc! nt, tlli
C dated into a mean fubmiiIion to fdid aas, tllat the 
, like ar~ dcfigncll for all tIle (nloil;e~, \vhen not 
, even tIle 111ad()\v of liberty to IJ;s p.:rfon, or of it-
, cllrity to his prol)crty) ",iiI be left to any of his 
, lVlajefiy's fubjecls rcfiJill~ 011 the Anlcricall COil

, tincnt. 
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c RESOLVED, therefore, thatnotonly the ditlates 
C of humanity, but the foundeft principles of true 
C policy and fdf .. prefervation, make it abfolutely 
, necefiary for the inhabitants of all ·tl1e colonies 
C in America to atlift and fupport the people of 
c Bofion, by all lawful ways in their power, and 
c t!fpecially to leave no juftifiable means untried 
, to procure a repeal of thofe: aas immediately re
e lative to them, and alfo all others affecting the 
c confiitutional rights and liberties of America in 
c general. As [he beft means to eife~ this de
c firable end, 

, RESOLVED, that Henry l\~idd]eton, John Rut
eledge, Chriflopher Gadfden, 1"llomas Lynch, and 
e l~dward Rutledge, Efquires, be, and they arc 
, hereby appointed deputies, on the part and b~
e half of this colony, to lDeet the deputies of the 
, feyeral colonies in North-America in general Con
e ~refs, on tIle firft l\'londay in September next, in 
c 1>11iladel},)llia, or at any other time and place that 
, may be generally agreed on there, to confider 
c tIle aa lately paired, and bills dcpending in par
e liament, \vith regard to the port of BoRon and 
c province of l'tlaffacI1ufetts; \Vllicll aCl and bills, in 
, tIle preccllent and confcquence, affect tile whole 
'contincnt-alfo tIle grievances under whicll 
e Atnerica labours, by reafotl of the fc\"cral acts 
, of parlialucnt that impole taxes or uuties for rair. 
, ing a revenue, alld lay untl~celrary rellrictions 
, and burdens on trade; and of the ftatutes, par .. 
'liamentary ads, and royal inftru8ioDS, which 

, Blake 
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• make an invidious diflinCtion between his Ma
c jelly's fubjeCls in Great-Britain and America; 
'with full power and authority, in behalf of us 
• and our conftitucntl, to concert, agree to, and 
, e:ffeaualJy to profecute fuch legal meafures (by 
• which we for ourfelves and them moll: folemn
c Iy engage to abide) as in the opinion of the faid 
C deputies, and of the deputies Co to be affembled, 
, lhall be moft like)y to obtain a repeal of the raid 
, .as, and a redrers of there grievances. 

C RESOLVED, that while the oppreffive .as rela
, tive to Bollon are enforced, we will cheerfully, 
• from time to time, contribute towards the relief 
C of fuch poor perfons there-whore unfortunate 
, circumftances may be thought to {land in need 
, of maR affiftancc. 

C RESOLVED, that a committee of ninety-nine 
C pcrfons be DO\V appointed, to aCt as a general 
'committe~, to correfpond with the committees 
, of the other colonies, and to do all matters and 
'things nccc{fary to carry there refolutions into 
, execution; and that any twenty-one of them, 
• met together, may proceed on bufincfs, their 
C power to continue till the next general meeting.' 

THIS convention of the people, and there refo
lutions, laid the foundatioll of all the fubfequellr 
proceedings, which ultimately terminated in u re .. 
volution. "I'he d~puties appointed on this occatioD, 
in a little time, failed for Philadelphia; and, OIl 

their arrival, were 1000 joined by others invefted 
witll 

., 
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with fimilar powers by the feveral province8t and 
appointed for the fame purpofes. 

IN thil manner, by the general confent of the 
people, and the univerfal alarm for their liberties, 
a new rcprefentativc body, with powers to bind all 
the Amcri~an provinca, was fpccdily conftituted. 
The continental Congrera having, on the ~6th of 
Oaober 177 ~, finifhcd their deli berations, the 
South-Carolina members returned home, and gave 
an account of their proceedings. T·he moR: im
portant of which were as ·follows : d A Rate of Ame
rican claims, particularly of their exclufive rig·ht 
to tax themfelves, and to regulate their internal 
polity: e A petition to the King, Hating their 
grievallc~8, and praying a repeal of thirteen Atl. 
of parliam~nt which impofed taxes on them, 
or interfered in their internal government; f and 
an affociation to fufpend importations of Britifh 
goods, and the exportation of America.u ,pr.oduce, 
till tllefe grievances were redre·{fed. 'They alfo 
addreffed tIle people of Great-Britain, h and the 
inhabitants of the colonies. With great energy 
of language they juflified their proceedings to 
both, and endeavoured to diffuade the former 
froln aiding any attempt on their liberties, and 
the latter from a taIDC relinquilhment of them. 
To give efficacy to the meafures adopted by the 
deputies at Philadelphia, it ~as determined, by 

the 

• See note IV. e See note v. f Sec note vr. 
• Sec note '~lI. b See note ~·III. 
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the general comlnitree in CharleftoR, to (9onvene 
a provincial Congrefs, by eleCl:ing reprefentative; 
from every pariili and diftria in Soutll-Carolina, 
and to fubmit the proceedings of the continental 
Congrefs to their judgment. As the Dleafures 
about to be adopted depended entirel)p on the con
rent of the people, a very large reprefentation was 
thought advifeable. The confiitutional Affenlbly 
confined only of forty-nine, but this new rrpre
fentative body confified of more than two hun
dred. 1"he menlbers of the confiitutional Af .. 
fembly were univerfal1y members of the Congrefs, 
but with this difference, that in the lattttr capa
city they could neither be prorogued nor ditfolved 
by the royal governor. This firft pro\'incial Con
grefs met on tIle I I th of January 1775, and took 
under r.onfideration tIle proceedings of the conti. 
nental Congrcfs at Philadelphia in the clore of the 
preceding year. Without one diffrnting voice 
they gave publick tllanks to their late deputies to 
the contiucntal Congrefs, approved their pro
ceedings, and refolvcd to carry tllem into exe
cution. Domenick 1l1anufacrures ,vere encou
raged. Donations were liberally nlade and for
warded to the futlt=ring inllabitants of Bo{\:on, and 
the greateft zeJ.l \\'as difcovered, by a large 111:1-

jority of the people, to comply \vitll the deterlni
nation of thefe ne\v made reprefentative bodies. 
I"efi: the felfi1hnefs of indi,'iduals might break 
through the publick rcfolutions, COnl1l1ittecs of in
fpeclioll and obfc:rvation were appninted, \\,hofe 
bufinefs it \\'as to fee that they \\'c:re univerfally 

obeyed. 
~ ..... 



( ~s ) 
obeyed. Peter Timothy, Efq. the I chairman of 
one of thefe comnlittees, ,,"as indefatigable in the 
fxecution of his dllty, and, frolll tirne to tilDe, 
faithfully reported to the general con1 n'l ittee or 
provincial Congrcfs c,·cry tl'anfaCtion tllat \\'as in
confiClcnt ,vitII the 111cafures adolltcd by tIle 
country. 

TH E firO: of February 1775 \vas the day fixed 
hy the continental Congret'l, after ,,,hich no Bri. 
tifh goods fhould be :nlporteJ. Notwith{1~.'nditlg 
the folelnnity ,,-itll \"hiell the r~rolutiollS hau been 
adopted, feveral veffcls loaded \vith llritiHl g-oods 
arrived in the harbour artet- that period. It \vas 
doubtlefs prefull1ed by 111:111y that an affociation, 
fo contrarv to tIle inltllediate intertti: and conve-

J 

nience of fuell r,reat nunlbcrs, \vouiJ be either 
violated or evaded. But, to their great furprize, 
tbey found tIle rrfolutions fo ~·tll obfcrved, that 
a lingle article coul,i not l,e Ianued, ~\nJ [hat they 
tnuft eitller tllro\V overboard or fend back their 
cargoes. A vt:i1cl arrived ill March 17i 5 \vith 
a few articles of lloufellold furniture, and t\VO 

horres, not defigncd for fale. A vote of the ge
neral C01111nittee, b)r a fmall n13jority, ueternlined 
that tIle landing of there articles, llot beins in
tended for trade, ,vas not contrary to the conti
nental affociation. 'I'hc people, if poflible, lnore 
zealous than their leaders, refpeafully I)etitioned 
the general comnlittee to reconfiJer their vote on 
this fubjeC1:. "r,vo l1undred and fifty-fix citizens 
Jlaving cOllcurred in this application, it ",·as re-

r~ confiutrt,l-
:.', -.-. 
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confitlered-the fornler vote refcinded, alld tIle 
horfes and houlhold furniture rent back to Great
Britain. 

IN tbis manner, while the form of the old 
government fubfifted, a new and independent au
thority 'vas virtually eilabliflled. It was fo uni
verfally the fenfe of the people, tllat the publick 
good required a compliance with the refolutions 
of Congrefs; that any man, who difcovercd an 
anxiety about the continuance of trade 3nd bu
finefs, \vas cOllfidercd as a felfilh individual, pre
ferring private intcreft to the good of his country. 
Ullder tIle influence of tllefe principles, tIle in
temperate zeal of the populace tranfported thenl 
frequently fo far beyond the limits of 111oderation, 
as to apply fingular punilhments to particular per
fons who contra\,clled the general fenfe of tile 
community. 

TH IS \\?as the third time that a fche111e of 11011-

importation 11ad been adopted. J..'ronl its fuccef~ 
on two forlner occafions, and an apllrellcniion tllat 
tIle trade of Anlcrica 'vas necc::ffary to tile inha
bitants of Great-Britain, it 'vas generally hoped 
the obnoxious aCts would ioon be re!lealt:d. 'J'he 
non-exportation of produce was not to take place 
till the lotIl of· Scptel11btr follo\ving, and \vas 
only adopted as a l)rovifional expedient in caJc 
the other filould fail. An a})peal to arl!lS, indc .. 
pendellce, and all alliance ,,,itil 14~rance~ \\'ere 
events at this period Ilcjtlltr jll~\.:nd<.:d nor t"X-

IH.;cl:ed. 
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peeled. A bloodlef.~ felf-denying oppofition was 
all tllat South-Carolina defigned, and wa~ all the 
facrifice, which, as {he fuppofcd, would be re. 
quired at her hands. The fubfequent events 
Ilroved that much more was to be done, and 
much heavi(r fufferings to be undergone, before 
the prize, for which fhe contended, cO\11d be 
obtained. 

C HAP 1· E R 
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C HAP T E R SEC 0 N D. 

Of the tllRilzg if arnlJ. 

DURIN G tIle firft three montbs of the year 
Iii 5, J10pCS ,,,,ere entertaine,l that Great. 

Britain \vould fol1o\v tIle fJ111t: line of policy ,vllicIl 
before 11ad led her to repeal the fianlp-acr. TIle 
fanguine fri~nds of Anlerica prefUI11ed, that a rigid 
adherence to tht:ir rcfolutions of non-ill1portatioll 
and non-exportation would induce th(; 1l1otllcr. 
country to recede from her delnalldJ. 'Varnl 
,vith there expeCtations, they looke"l for the firft 
veffels fronl Great-Britain, aft~r the \vinter refiioIl 
of parlianlent, ,vitIl an ardour not }"nO\\'11 before. 
On the 19th of April] 775, a packet froIll I~on .. 
don reacllcd Charlefion; but \\,ith int~lligcnce ful) .. 
vcrfive of tIle l11eafing hopes of a fpecdy acconl
nlodation. On that faine day hoililitics \\·cre 
cOlnlllc:nced at l .. exillgton, in tht: l\lailachufctts, 
by a detacl1fficnt froln the royal :!rnly at l~oaon, 
againfi: the inl1abitants of that province. '\~ithin 
a fe\v days after a particular account of tl!at bloody 
fccnc ,vas l)rou~ht to the general cOlllnlittl:c in 
Charlellon. No eyent during the ,\'ar fCCIllCd fo 
univerfally to intercfl the 111inus of the rcople. All 
were firu(:k , .... itll the nc\v face of things, and no\v 
"ic,·,;cd the COlltcft in a much ll1nrc: j~riot!s light. 
}·'rolll every appearance Great· Britain, jnft~ad of 
redref1inf~ J"\nlcrican gric\'anccs, \vas dctcrlnined 
to uragoon the colol~i!ls into fublllifiion. rIhe 

fjJiri[ 
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fpirit of freedom, beating higll in every breaft. 
GOuld not brook the idea; while rearon, more 
tenlperate in her decifioIlB, fuggefted to the people 
tlleir infufficiency to make effeClual oppofition. 
They were fully apprized of the power of .Britain 
-They knew that her fleets covered the ocean, 
and that ller flag Ilad waved in triump; through 
the four quarters of the globe-TIley Itne\v that 
tIley ,verc expofed on their wefiern frontiers to 
tIle irruptions of ravage tribes, \\,llOfe common 
rule of \varfare is pronlifcuous carnage-and they 
were not ignorant that their flaves might be \vorked 
upon, by the infidious offer of freedom, to flay 
their mailers in the peaceful hour of domeftick fe
curity. 1'he province, througll its ,vho]c extent on 
tlle rea coall, ,vhich is nearlyt\vo hllndred miles, was 
accefliblc to the fleets and armies of Great-Britain. 
For defence, it potTetfed but a fe,v fortifications, 
t(lO inconfiderablc for particular notice, and even 
there \\·ere lleld by the officers of the King. "fhe 
royal governor \\'as cOlnnlander in chief of the 
Jnilitia ; anu all tIle officers, being of Ilis appoint
nlent, held tilcir comllliffiollS during his pleafure. 
rl"\hc inhabitants \vcre quite defencelefs-without 
arnls-\vithout anlmunition-,vithout clothing
without lhips-\\'ithout money-without officers 
ikillc(l in the art of \\'ar. "The flores of the mer. 
chants afforded no fupplies, as tIle importation of 
arms llad been refirained by the refolutions of 
Congreis. rrhat Grt"~l.t~Britain would comnlence 
lloftilities, 'vas not inlagincu-that America fhould 
llave recourfe to arlUS, was not originally in. 

tended; 
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tended; of courfe no exception was made to tile 
general fcheme of non-importation. Twe1ve hulle. 
dred ftand of mufquets were in tIle royal maga
zine, but they could not be obtained without the 
cOlnmiffion of an overt a8: of treafon. However, 
this alarming crifts of publick affairs ftripped 
treafon of its wonted terrors-All ftatutes of alle
giance were confidered as repealed on the plains 
of Lexington, and the laws of felf-prefervation 
left to operate in full force-Accordingly, on the 
night after intelligence of aClual hoftilities was re· 
ceivcd, a number of the principal gentlemen in 
Cbarlefton concerted a plan to take poffeffion of 
the arms and accoutrements in the royal arfena), 
which they infiantly carried into execution. They 
removed them that night from the arfena), and 
after\vards diftributed them aOlong tile men en
lifted in the publick fervice. Lieutenant governot 
Bull immediately offered a rev:ard of one hundred 
pounds fterling to any perron ,,'llo fllould difcoyer 
the perfons conccrnt~d in this bufinef.,; but ruch 
as had tIle po\\"er had not tIle inclination, \vhile 
the f~w who l1ad the inclination were afraid to 
incur the rifk of informing. 

HITII E RT 0 the oppofition to Great-Britain had 
been entirely conduaed on conlmercial principles; 
but f11e, difregarding tile loffes confequent- on tIle 
fufJXnfion of her Alncrican trade, and turning a 
deaf ear to the petitions and renlonfirances of tIle 
colonifts, had ferioufly refolved to enforce tlleir 
obedience. l"he Alnericans, therefore, now found 

tllclnft:lves 
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themfclves witil no alternative lefe, but a mean 
fubmiffion, or a Inanly and virtuous refiftance. 
1"hough tIle colonills to tIle fouth\vard of Bollon 
were not iOlmediate fufI'erers, yet they \vere fen., 
fible that a foundation was laid for every fpecies 
of future opprcffion. 1"he Jlews .. papers and other 
publications, tllrougll all the colonies, were filled 
witll arguments and declalnations to the following 
effeCt: 'If a Britifh parliament, in which we arc 
'unreprefented, lIas a right to fhut up our ports, 
C to tax us at pleafure, to abolifh our charters, and 
, to bind us in all cafes whatfoe\·er, we are tenants 
, at will, depen(iing on the good humour of our 
, fellow-fubjeBs for all our poffeffions.' 

IN this new (late of matters, the provincial 
Congrefs ,vas imtnediatcly fUlllmollcd hy the ge
neral committee, to meet in t\venty-tl1ree days at 
Charlefion. 'J'he rca[ons fiated for tllis unexpea .. 
~d call ,,,,ere afllgtled by themfel,·cs ill the follow
ing ,vords : 

, I. Bi-:CA r S r: tIle Brititll troops, in the pro
, vince of Maifachufetts, did, on tIle 19t11 Qf April 
, lafl:~ COnl!11ellCe a civil war in America, \vithforce 
, of artns, floj;t.ing and defiroying tIle l)ropertyof the 
, people of that colony, and making hot tile affaults 
, on their p~rr()ns, ,\~ht:reby II1any of thenl fell ill 
, battle ill d~fe!'!ce of the property and lil)erty of 
'Anlcrica. 1' .. conduct ill the Driti!h troops a
, lllounth,ci in effect to a dir~a :'ll~J hon !L: :l!tacI,-

, upon 
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, upon the whole people of this continent, threat. 
c ening them with all the calanlities of flavery. 

'II. BECAUSE this colony cannot difcharge 11er 
C duty in defence of American freedonl, unlefs 
, we are put into a {late of fecurity againft any 
, immediate attack by the Britifh arnlS. This 
c colony being in a manner fo totaJly defencelefs, 
, that if only a fmaII Britifh military force fhould 
C arrive, while things are in fo deplorable a fitua
, tion, they might eafily take poll: in Charlellon, 
, where the continuance of the provincial Con
e grefs, and general committte, ,,'ould thereby 
, become not only dangerous, but ilDpraClicable ; 
, and there not being any body of 'i~en to enforce 
e the execution of the American affociation, there 
, is every probability that, in fuch a fituation of 
, affairs, it \vould be imlnediately violated. A 
'circumfiallce that 111ight be of the Inoa: fatal 
, confequ(.nce to Anlerica. 

C III. BECAUSE there are juft grounds to ap
e prehend an infurreClion of the flaves, a~d hoflili. 
, ties from tIle Indians, inftigated by the tools of 
, a wicked adminifiration. 

e IV. BECAUSE tIle fornlidable military and na
, val forces, latr-ly fent fronl Great-Britain to re .. 
'inforce the ~rnly in Bollon, tnanifeft the ac
, curfed defign of the Britifll nliniftry to endea
, your to quell the American troubles by the law 
, of arms, and not to quiet them by the laws of 

, reafon 
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I reafon and juftice. Hence, defpairil1g of a re~ 
~ drefs of grievances by dutiful and peaceable 
, applications, long unavailingly prefented to his' 
, Britannic Majefly, we fee no alternative but that 
~ we fubmit to abjetl: fiavery, or apIJt:al to the 
, Lord of Hofts in defence of the comlnon flll'.l 
, unaliepable rig~ts pec~liar lO ~1)glifllmc~,.' 

~ , great 'Was the zeal of .the illhabitants, and 
fo general the alarm throughout tIle province, that 
one hundred and feventy-two members of the 
provincial Congrefs Dlet on tIle day appointed, 
the firft of J~nc J 775, and proceeded \\,ith fuelt 
affiduity, that taey finifhe4 a great deal ~of ililpor
tant bufinefs in a fllort reffion of twenty-two .days. 
Great were tile objeas whicll canlC before this 
itffembly. Hitllerto the only facrifices dernanded 
at the ihrille of liberty, \vcre a fufpel1fion of trade 
and bufinefs; b\lt now the iUlportant qucllioIl 
was agitated, whether it ~"as .better to c li,"e flavci 
, or di.e freemen.' 

ON the fecolld day of their Dleetillg is ,vas un~. 
nimoufly refolved, that an aff'ociatioIl was necef'
fary. The following one ,,·a8 drawn up aIId fil;nec.i 
by tlleir prefident Henry Laurel1s, efq. ~n(l all 
the Inembers prefent, and aftcr\vards ,"'cry gellc
rally by the inhabitan~s. 

, S 0 {J l' II -.C A R 0 I~ INA. 
, TH E aClual C0I11111t'nCCOlcnt of lloflilities 

! a~lit)ft tIlis continent by tIle Briti111 trool)S, i~l 
~, 1 [.'" , t .1C 

." • I 



( 34 ) 

, the bloody fcene on the 19th of April Jaft, ncar 
, Bonon-tlle increafe of arbitrary impolitioll. 
, frotn a ",icked and defpotick miniftry-and the 
'dread of infurreClions in the colonies-are 
, ca\lfes fufficient to driye an opprcffed people to 
, the ufe of arms. We, thert:fore, the fubfcri. 
'bers, inllabitants of South.Carolina, holding 
, ourfelves bound by tllat nlofi facr('U of all obli. 
'gations-thc duty of good citizens to\\'ards an 
, injured country, and thoroughly convinced that. 
'under our )Jrefent difireffcd circumllances, we 
, {hall be jufiifi~d before God and mall in refill. 
, ing force by force-do unite ourfeJ\'cs under 
, every tie of religion and honour, and alfociate 
, as a band in Iler defence againil every foe
, 11erel)y fole,nnly engaging that, ",hcnevcr our 
, continent,}l or provincial councils fhall Jecree it 
, neccffary, we \\' ill go forth, and be ready to fa
, crificC! our lives and fortunes to fccure her free. 
, dam ,ano faft:ty. Fl'his obli~ation to continue in 
, full force until a reconciliation f11all take place 
C bet\veen Great-Britain and Anlcrica, upon con. 
e fiitutional principles-an c:vent Wllicll \ve IDOft 

I. ardently dt:fire. l\nd \\·e ,viII hold all thore per
c fons inirnical to tIlt! liberty of the colonies who 

~ 

, filall rcfufe to fubfcribe this affociation.' 

'\T 1 TIll N three llays after, it ,,'as rerolv~d to raife 
t \\to reginlcnts of foot, nnd a regiolent of rangers, 
nnd to put the to\vn and province in a refpcClable 
}lOaUre of defence. 'l·h~fe rcfolutions \vere de-
liberately agreeJ tc:', after counting tlle con. Efti. 

nlates 
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mattS of expences were Jaid before the provincial 
Congr(lr't by which it appe,tr(d that the nleilfures 
adoptrd would coft the province, the firR: yl~ar, nne 
hundred and forty thoufand pounds Ilcl'ling. 'Jl1t! 
language of the tinles ,vas, ' we will freely give 
, up half, or eVetl the \vhole or our efiates for 
, the fecurity of our liberties.' To defray tl1efe 
expenccs bills of crc:dit ,\'crc ftruck, which, with. 
out bein~ a tltndt'r in Jaw, and though funded on 
nothing but the confent and cnthufiafnl of the 
pcopl~, rc:tlint'd tlleir credit undinlinilhed for 
cightt~en Inonthl, and anf\\·ercd every purpofe of a 
circulating Incdiunl. 

So grc::..t ,"as the tnilitary ardOtlr among the 
gentlcnlen of the l)rovince, that the candidates for 
cOlnmifiions in tIle propored regiments were four 
tinlCS as nUll1crous as could be etllploycd, and in 
their Ilull1ber were tnany of the firlt falnilies and 
fortulle. 'l'hey WllO \vcrc appointed by th~ir 
country, for the conlmand of its Tfg\11ar forces, 
obtained rank by the vote of tIle provincial Con
grefs, in the following order: 

Chriflopher Gadfden, col. ~ 
Ifaac Hu~er, lieut. col. of the firO: regi-

ment of foot. 
O\\·ell l\oberts, lllajor, 

Willianl l\foultrie, col. ""), f 1 r d 
If: · ( 0 t 1e u:con re-

aae l\lotte, htut. col. 5· f f .. Imcnt 0 Dot. 
Ah:xander M'intofh, major, . g 

'Vi 11 j "IF. 



( 36 ) 
.. 
William Thomfon, lieut. col. ~ of tIle regiment 
James Mayron, 1l13jor, 5 of rangers. 

I Cha. Cotef,,·orth Pinckney, 
." Bernard Elliot, 
3 Francis lvlarion, 
4 'Villiam Cattell, 
5 Peter Horry, 
6 Daniel .Horry, 
7 .£'\dam M'Donald, 
8 r-fhomas Lynch, junior, 
9 WilliaII.1 Scott, 

] 0 John Barnwell, 
I I Nicholas Eveleigh, 
12 Jalnes M'Donald, 
J 3 ltaac Harlefton, 
14 'rhon13s Pinckney, I 
J 5 Francis Iluger, 
16 \Villiam l\Iafon, 
17 Edlnund Hyrne, 
] 8 ltog-er-P. Slnders, 
J 9 Benjamin CatteIJ, 
2. 0 Cllarles l\lotte j 

I Sanluel 'Vire, 
2. Ezekiel Po1k, 
3 JObll Caldwell, 
4 Eli Keriha,,', 
5 ltobert Good\vyn, 
6 Mores Kirkland, 
7 ElI\vard Richardfon, I 
8 l~honlas Wood\vard, 
9 John PUfYCS, J 

Captains it1 
the I (t and 2d 
reginlents of 
foot. 

Captains in 
the regiment 
of rangers. 
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t Anthony Aihby, 
~ James Ladfon, 
3 John Vanderhora, 
4 John Mouatt, 
5 Thomas Elliott, 
6 William Oliphant, 
7 Glen Drayton, 
8 Jofeph Joor, 
9 Robert Armftrong, 

]0 John Blake, 
II Alexander MC~een, 
12 James Peronneau, 
13 Richard Shubrick,. 
14 Richard Fuller, 
J 5 Richard Singclton, 
16 John-Allen Walter~ 
17 Benjamin Dickinfon, 
18 William Charnock, 
19 1'homas Lcfefne, 
~o Thomas Moultrie, 

I John-Lewis-Peyer Imhoff, 
~ Charles Heatley, 
3 Allen Caln~ron, 
4 Richard Wino, 
5 John Donaldfon, 
6 Hugh Middleton: 
7 Lewis Dutarque, 
8 Francis Boyakin, 
9 Samuel Watfoll, 

Fira: lieute
nants in the 
1ft and 2d 

• regiment. of 
foot. 

Fir! lieute
nants of the 
r~giment of 
r" •• c';ers. 

IN 
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IN this manl1er, in a few weeks after the 14ex
Ington battle, the popular leaders became po{fctTed 
of an army and treafury at tllcir command. 
The militia officers alfo having refigncd tlleir cont
mifiiona under the royal governor, were, by their 
own confent, fubjeacd to the ord~r3 of tile pro .. 
vincial Congrefs. The fol1o\ving gentlemen were 
cbofen a council of fafety: col. Henry Laurens, 
col. Charles Pinckney, the hone Rawlins I .. owndes, 
Thomas Fergufon, Miles Brewton, Arthur Middle
ton, Thomas Heyward, junior, Thomas Bee, and 
Jol1n Huger, efqrs. col. James Parfons, hon. \Vil. 
liam-Henry Drayton, Ben!amin Elliott, and Wil
liam Williamfon, efquires. To this council tIle 
provincial Congrefs delegated autllority to certify 
commiffions, to fufpend officers, and to order 
courts-martial for their trial; to have the direc
tion, regulation, maintenance and ordering of the 
army, and of all military efl:ablifbments and ar
rangements, and to draw on the treafury for the 
demands of the publick fervice. 

DORING tIle fitting of this Congre(s, Wl1icl1 had 
in fo many infi:ances invaded the royal prerogative, 
lord William Campbell, governor of the province, 
arrived, and \vas received with all the dcmonfira
tions of joy ufual on fimilar occafions. The pro
\'incial Congrefs waited on him with tIle following 
addrefs : 

, l\fay it pleafe your excellenc)-, 
, \V E, his MajtCly's loyal f ubjeas, tIle rcpre

, fentatives 
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• fentatives of tIle people of this colony, in Con
e grefs afTembled, beg leave to difclofc to your ex
, cellency the true caufes of our prefent proceed. 
, ings, not only tllat upon your arrival among U8 

, you 1l1ay receive no unCal'ourable impreffion of 
, our conduCt, but that we may ftand juftified 
, to the world. 

, ,V' HEN the ordinary IDodes of application for re
, drcfs of grievances, and the ufual means of defence 
, againfl: arbitrary iOlpofitions, have failed, man
, kiJlcl generally have had recourfe to tllofe that arc 
, extraordinary: hence the origin of the continen
, ttll Congrcfs; and llence the prefent reprefenta
, tion of the people in tllis colony. It is unnecef. 
, fary to Cl1U1l1Crate the grievances of America: 
, th\:y haye been fo of tell rcprefented, that your 
, excellency cannot be a ftranger to them. Let 
, it therefore fuffice to fay, that the 11ands of his 
, r\'I~!jcay's minifiers, having long lain heavy, now 
, prefs us ,\·ith intolerable " .. eight. We declare that 
, no lo\·e of inno\·ation, 110 defire of altering tIle 
, confiitution of go\'ernnlent, J10 Iua of indepen
, lIenee, has had the Icaft influcnce upon our COU·D. 

, f~l:;); but, alarnled and roured by a long fuecer. 
, fion (-.f arb:trary proceedings by ,,·jcked admilli. 
, fcrat!ona, inlprt:1Tcd lvitll tIle greaten: apprellen
, fion (\f intligatcd infurreai{)ns, and deeply afi~a. 
, cd by t~!C comnlcnccnlent of llofl:ilities by tile 
, llriti!h trl)Or~~ againft this continent, folely for 
, the prcfervatioll and in dei(:nce of our lives, Ii. 
e bertics and properties, we have been impelled 
• to afiociatc, and to take up arms. ' 'V& 
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(, WE fincerely deplore thofe flanderous infor. 
~ mations, and wicked counfels, by which his Ma
~ jelly has been led into meafures, whicll, if per. 
~ fifted in, muil: inevitably involve A.merica in all 
, the calamities of civil war, and rend the Britifh 
~ empire. We .only defire the fecure enjoYlnent 
, of our invaluable rigllts, and "pc willi for nothing 
, more ardently than a {peedy recollciliati()n \vitll 
',our mother-country, upon conftitutional prin
e • 1 . (Jp es • 

. ' CONSCIOUS of the jufiice of our caufe, and 
C the integrity of our vie\vs, we readily profefs our 
, loyal attachmellt to our Sovereign, his crown and 
, dignity; and, trufting the event to P~ovidcncc, 
, ~vc prefer death to flavery. 

'THESE tllings we have tl10ugllt it our duty to 
.' declare, that your excellency, and, through you, 
, our auguft Sovereign, our fc::llow .. fubjeas, and 
C the whole world, may clearly ullderfiand tIlat 

. c our taking up arms ii the refult of dire necef .. 
• fity, and in comp1j~nce w.ith tl~e Jirll law of 
, natur(', 

c 'VE intre~lt and trufl:, that your excellency 
C ;vill make fuch a reprefentation of tile fiatt! of 
, tl1is colony, and of our true motives, as to aifure 
, his Majefty that, in the lllidfl of all O\lr C(llllPli
, cated uiLlreffes, he has no fubjects .in hi~ ,,·ide 
.' extended dominions, who Inore fincereJy defirc 
.' to teftify .their loyalty and afteB:ion, or wile 

.' \vO~l.\ld ) 

Ii 
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, \voldd be nl0re ,villing to devote tllcir lives and 
, fortunes in llis real fer\"ice.' 

To tl1is addrefs, preftnted on tIle 2J{l of June 
1775, in behalf of the Congrefs, by a large dep~. 
tation of their nUI11bt"r, )l!S excellc:ncy lord W 11. 
liam Campbell made the following anf\ver : 

, G E N T L F. J\f EN, 

, I KNO'V of no rcprefentatives of tIte people of 
, this province, except thofe conftitlltionalJy con· 
, vrned in tIle general affetl1bly; and aln incolnpe. 
, tent to judge of the difputes \\yhich at prefent lIn· 

e happily fubfifi. bet\VCell Great.Britain and the 
, American colonies. 

, I T is impoffible, duril1g tIle {hort intcrvJl fince 
, my arri\'al, that I fhould have acquired fuch a 
, kno\vledge of the ftate of the provil1ce, as to be 
, at prefcnt able to nlake any reprefentation there
, upon to his lvlajefiy; but, )'OU Dlay be affured, 
, no reprefentation iliall ever be made by mc, but 
'what lllall be ftrialy confin-ent \\ritll truth, and 
, \vith an earneft endeavour to pronl0te the real 
'happinefs and profperity of the province.' 

QpPOSIT ION having been carried Int1cl1 further 
by this Congrefs than was originally intended at 
tIle tilne of their election, they rt'!~)l\·cd to giv(! 
the people a frefll opportunity to t:xpre1s th("~il· un
biaffed judgment 011 the fl.at~ of publick a~rajrr-. 
They therefore u,,:termlned, th~t tlH.:ir O\Vll cxiit. 

(} ~ncc 
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fnce as a body fhould expire in atlol1t fix weeks, 
,·iz. on the llxt!t of A utC'ul! next fC)lJo\\ljng; and 
t 11 a tall C \V t' 1 c ~ 1 , 0 a ill cui d be h tId on t IlC t \\. 0 f uc
ceedin:~ days for 3. ne\v pro,oincial Congrefs. On 
the 21d of June 1,iS they adjourned, having firft 
delegated a great part of tl1eir authority to the 
council of fafcty and tIle general conllnittee, the 
former of \vllicll \Vai in rhe nature of an executive, 
and tl1c latter of a legiflati\Oe authority. It was par
ticularly recomu1enueu to the general COllllllittee, 
to tai,e effeCtual InctlloJs to l1ave the afTociation 
figncd tllr(Jughout tIle province, and to demand 
from the non-fubfcribers the reafons of their re
fural. Excepting in that part of the country in
cluded bet\\'ecn the Broad and Saluda rivers 
th~ non-fubfcribers ,·/ere c0l11pJratively [C\v. In 
Cllarlefron, ,,,here the gC!~t:ral comluittee fat, tlleir 
nUll1btr amounted to about forty.. rl'lle greatefi. 
part of thefe ,,"cre o!licers Jiving- 011 falarics paid 
by his Britannic!.;. Inajelly. 'l'hcy al1J others in 
tIle fame prcJicanlcnt ,vcrc a{lvcrtifed as ininlical 
to the libcrt its of .£\.merica, atlU all intcrcourft: be
tl\·een theln and tIle AHociators \vas intcrdiB:ed. 
An oat~l or ncutraiity ,vas requirC'll of all, to \Vllich 
faBle agreed. 'rhore ,,,ho rcfufed ,vere difarmed, 
and a rc'~"t'·, \vho ,i·OU ld not enter into ,1 ny t·ngage
ments for the publick fccurity, were confined to 
their houfcs and plantation~. 

TilE pcc.pJe having (~oncurrcd \\,ith the vie\vs 
of Congrefs in a lllilitary oppofition, various plans 
\\:~rc fuggellcd for the dcfL:l1cC of the l)rovince. 

SOlne '/ 
..:- .... 
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Sanle thought it l1ccefl~lry to ol1firnCl: the bar, 
by fink':llg vt:ffcls fo as to e~,:~~uJe the ~1F~)roaC~1 

of fllips of ,v-ar. Others propoL·J ab~lnd0nin~; the 
town, and Dlakillg their {land in the country. 
Many Illeafurelllt:llts ,ve.re l11aoe, ~lnd 1l1UCl1 ex .. 
pence incurred, to acco111plifll the firft, but it \,·as 
at lall alJandoned as ilnpraclicalJle. Neverthelefs 
a fpirited refolutioll ,vas adopted to defend the 
to\vn to the Ian: extrclllitv. 

~ 

AT the time all there 1l1ilitary prep3rations 
were Inak.ing-, the "Thole.: q uantit), of l)o\vdcr in 
the 11rov i nee did llot excccll tllrcc thoufand 
pounds. '!'hc people not originally defignil1g a 
tnilitary oppofitiOll, 110 care 'vas taktll to provide 
fiorcs ; l)ut now, red uc~J to tIle altcrl1ativc of 
fighting or fublnitting, extraordinary 111etllods 
\verc t~!l~cn to obtain a fupply.. rl~hc inllabitants 
of Eafi.l/ioriJa having llt:\'er joined in tlleafurcs 
of opPo1ition to (;rcat-Britain, the ports of that 
province ,vert: open for the I)urpofcs of trade. 

''1'\\, E L \l E pcrfons, ill \\-hicll nut11bcr \vcre cap
tail~~ 'l"etnpirere .. Cochran, lIJttcr, '!'ufts, Joyner; 
l\I:.:iTrs. r i'cbant, \Villiaulfon and Jt'nl~ins, authoriz. 
eu by the council of fafcty, failed frolll Cha~-L . .'i[Oll 

for ttat cnaiL; and, by furprize, bOJrl~cll a v( fil·l 
ncar the bar of St. Augufline, thou,~ll t\velve l~ri
tifh grtnaJil~r~;, of the (4f11 re;inlcnt, \"ere 011 

boarJ. 'I'hey took. out 1iit:CCll thout~lnd pOlIllJS of 
po\vder, for \'.llich they g-ayc: a bill of exchange to 
the capt~!n, ~l~l~l havin3 fLCU~'cd a [lfe retreat to 

t 11cn1fcl\'c:s, .-
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tl1emfelves, by fpiking the guns of the po,,·der 
\'effel~ they ftt tail for Carolina. Apprellending 
tllac tht·}" fi~,il:!d be purfued, they fleered for 
Beauf~'rt. 11 rOlll that lliacc they came by tile in
land navigation. and dt:liver~d their prize to tIle 
council uf faft:ty, \\ hilll their J1urfuers were look. 
ii~g for thc!n at tIle bar of (:harleilon. l'"llis fta
ft)t1..~~l(! fUPi)ly enabl~d the peopl;: of South.Caro
lil1a to t;l)li~\-: t~u.;!r futlcl ing br~thren in l\flffilChu. 
i~tt~", \\-l!o, t~lou(~11 iU11l1eJiatelv expofcd to the 

~- ~ 

13ri'i!11 ~lrn1y, \,"ere in a great uleafure defiitute 
of th:lt n~c\":lr~rv ~lrt:cl~ of uefence. Part of this 

~ 

pt..~· .. -.. ~1·,:·r, y;ilic:l ,y~:s t~:1~(11 near the bar at St. Au-
gtltliH:" ... ':,~s aiio furnifhcd to tIle troops who \\~ent 
in [ll~ y~ar 177 5 on the expedition into Canada. 
rJ~houbll the popular leaders llad deterl11illcd 011 a 
tllilit:lry o~)pofition, yt:t Fort Johnfoll on Jatnes
Iiland, ,\-hiell cOlnnlanJed tIle llarbour of C:harlef
ton, c()nt!:lucd ill poifel1ion of the King's fervants 
for 1l10re thall tllree mOllths after there rtfolutions 
\vt"re acorted. 1~he 'l~an1ar floop of \var, and Che
rol~cc a~·l.lcd vefftl of eighteen guns, lay in rebel. 
lion road crpofite to Su;Ii"an's ifland. 'Ihis force 
\vas at tli:!t tinlc fully fufhcient to Ilavc dtllroyccl 
th~ to\\'n; bl!t the roy~\l oGicers, eitller fronl an 
~r;"}:·'-' hc~; i: ~ ~n th~t indiicrin1inatc yioh:nce could 
110t be jll!tified, or from a conte:npt'of the FO
l"ular rl!l~:", attct11ptcd llotllinJ vigorous Ol

d t' C i i~ -~. ~ • 

r\!:OC1~ the olidJlc of SCFtCI11ber Ji75,tlac p.;c
nt':'~ll CO:!~I1'~!ttee bt:c~~:ne poi1lfit:d of inttlligtuct: 

irOla 
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from lord \Villiam Campbell 'That the King of 
, Great-Britain \\~aS rcfolved to carry his fcherne 
, into executioll from one end of tIle continent to 
, the other 1 and tllat troops would foon be rent 
, out to all the colonies.' On the next evening 
it was rtfolved, ,rl"hat proper meafures ought to 
C be immediately taken, to prevent Fort Jollnfoft 
C being made \Ife of to the prejudice of the colo
e ny.' FI'his refollltioIl being communicatell to 
the council of fafety, they ilfucd the neceffary 
ordtrs for fecuring that important poft. Colonel 
I\lotte, \vith a })arty of the new raifed provincials, 
was allpointeJ to cxecutt this firft Inilitary enter
prize, under the ~lutl10rity of tIle council of rarety. 
On the night on ,vhicll he embarked, before he 
landed on tIle ifland, the fort ,vas diflllantled, tIle 
guns clifillounted, and the people belonging to it 
retired on board the Chl"ro}~ee and rfalnar veffels 
of \VaT. On the follo\ving night captain Hey\\~ard, 
,vith tllirty-flve of the Charlcflon artillery, landed 
at the fort; ~lnd not\\'i[hflanding an inceffant rain, 
they hau three guns ready for action before tl1e 
da\vning of day. 'rIll: officers of the lllen of,var, 
then in th~~ harbour, . d!fcoycred a firong inclina
tion to fire upon the fort; but, for very I)rudcnt 
reafons, dcfllccd fronl tIle attenlpt. 

'1"" E popular It.:ade rs iiTueJ orders, forl)ldJing 
the King's yic.t uallcrs to fupply the ll1cn of \Val: 

,\v:th provitio!!s and "'ate'r, other\vjtt.~ than frollt 
day tl) day. i\ftLr funJry letters and tllcfiages 
IlJl\ r'1H".:J on this fubjecr, captaill rI'llornborougll, 

()f 



of the floop Tanlar, gave publick notice, ' r!'llat 
, if llis l\lajefty's agents in Charlt'fion were not 
, permitted regularly, and \vithout moleftation, to 
, fupply the King's {hips rI'amar anli Cherokte 
, with fuell provifions as lle tllOUgllt nccefTary to 
, delnand, he \vould not fronl that day, fa far as it 
, was in llis power, fuller any vetft:l to enter the 
, harbour of Charleflon or depart frolll it. J l\luch 
was expeCl:ed fronl this ,vell··tinled thr~at. ~l~he 

royal lervants had flattered the111tl:l\'cs that tIle 
oppofition ,,'as entirely o\ving to a few aUlbitious 
demagogues in Cllarlefion. 

Til E ne\v provincial Congrcfs 111et, agre~al)!y 
to their original appointlllent, on the I It of No
vember 1775. 011 tllat day capt. rlohoruborough 
fent this Inenacing letter to the cllairlnall of the 
general conllnittec. rfIlis COllgrcis had been 
choft:n fllbft!(luent ttl the late refolution for raif
ing trool)S, and rcfifiing Great-Britain. "l~he royal 
!ervants prt:fUl!led tllat tIle pc()plc at large ,vould. 
not jufiif y thefe invations of thtir Inafier's prl-"ro
gativc ; 311d, as they had 1~~teIy 11ad 3n opportunity 
given by a hcneral and free clc~tion to cxprel~ 
their real Opitlions 011 the nate of the province, 
that the ne\v Congrc(-; ,';ould rcverit; the deteruli
nations of the fornlcr. rr'hey ,verc encouraged ill 
there ill.fouadcd hones l~v a nc"tition of three hUll-

a J • 

drcd and fixty-ci:_~ht inhabitants of Charlc:flon, 
\,"ho had re(luefle(l the c()llnc~l cf r .. dt:ty to deflfl, 
till tIle ll1tl'ting of t11C ne\\' CUllgrL'f), fronl th~ 
('XCclltion of a I)lan ''"w?!lic!l \vas l)atrollizeJ by :l 

llulllbcr 
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number of leading men, for driving the king'. 
fuips out of the harbour, and for obftruCling the 
bar. To the great furprife of tIle king's officers, 
the new provincial Congrefs, illftead of receding 
from the refolution of the former, took method. 
to ward off the illjuries that might arife from the 
executioll of the Inenaces of capt. Thornborougil. 
1'they rent out t\VO armed pilot boats with orders to 
cruife near the bar, and to caution all veffels deC. 
tined for Cllarlefion to fleer for fOllle other port. 

"rIIE late Congrefs in June had agreed to arm 
tIle colony; but 111any nill lhuddered at the idea 
of hoftilc operations agaillft tlleir forlner friends 
and fello\v-fubjeas. It ,vas at l(:ngth, after much 
debating, rcfolved by tIle ne\v Congrefs, on the 
9th of November 1775, to direCl: tile American 
officer COlllnlanding at Fort Johnfon, 'by every 
, military operation, to endeavour to oppofe the 
c paffage of any Britifh naval armamen~ that might 
, attenlpt to pars.' 1'hougll the fort had been in 
the poffcffion of tIle council of rafety for near two 
months, yet a variety of motives reftrained them 
from iffuing orders to fire on tIle King's filips. 
When this refolution was adopted, they commu
nicated it by tIle following letter, addreffcd to 
capt. Thornborough, cOlnmander of the 1'amar 
floop of \l9ar. . 

-BY 
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'BY ORDER OF CONGRESS. 
, Charlefion, Nov. 9, 177 St 

, SIlt, 
, 1'H E late cru~1 cannonade of Brifiol, by the 

• Britilh {hips of \var, to enforce an arbitrary de-
• mand of {beep; the general depredations on the 
, Anlerican coafl: by minillerial authority; late 
, adviccs from England of large nlilitary arma
, lnents by land and rca, for tIle j10fiilc invafion of 
, t1le colonies upon this continent; and the I,ro
, clamation of the 23d of Auguft: laIl, at the court 
'of St. James, by \Vllich the good pco}}!e ()f Arne
, rica are unjuflly defcribed as in avo\vcd rebellion, 
, fuperaJded to the fornler Alnerican grievances 
e and to your late unjuflly fcizing the llerfons, ver. 
e fels and property of the inhabitants of tllis couo
'try, together witll lord Wm. Campbell's tllreats 
, of hoflility again{t us; ha,·c funk deep in the 
, minus of tIle people; who, feeing thcnllel\'cs, by 
, the royal aCt, in cifcCt put out of tIle regal pro .. 
, teaion, are at )cn~tl1 driven to tIle Jifagreeable 
'ncceflity of ordering a 1l1ilitary oppofitioll to the 
, arms of tl1<: Britifll miniftry: but the peol>Je of 
'South-Carolina, renlenlbcring that thole \\-ho 
, point tIle Britifh 3rlllS at tlleir brcafts, and againft 
, tl1cir invaluable liberties, arc their Jl:ar country
'men, and once \vcre tll~ir friellJ~; ull\villing, 
, yet deternlincd, to apport: any approacll or th reat
e t.:ning danger to their rafety; ha\'c U irt:(tt'd lllC to 
, intiniatc to you, bir, as C0111111Jl1dt.:r ill l:lli~f of the 
, Britilll armament on tilis fiation, tllat orders arc 
, itrucd to tIle comnlanding officer at Fort Johnfon, 

, by 
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'by every olilitary operation, to e~deavour to 
, prevent any minifterial arnlament from paffing 
, that poll. 

, 'V E thus think it proper to \varn you of an 
c approacll that muft be producli,~e of the flledding 
, of blood, which, in other circum{lances, we 
, would endeavour to prevent. 

'WILLIAM-IIENRY DRAYTON, Prefident.' 

A...s open paff'age to the to\vn, \vithout approach
ing Fort Johnfon, \vas ftill'pr~,aicab!e for the fl11al1 
royal armed v~ffelsJ~a111ar and (~herokee. It ,vas 
therefore at tIle fanle tinlc refolved, to obftruCt 
the llaifage througll I-Iog-Ifland cllannel. Captain 
l'ufts was ordered to co\'er and protec.t the finking 
of a nUlnber of hulks in tllat llarrO\V ftrJ.!t. \Vhilt: 
he was engagt:d ill this bufincfs on bO~lrd a coaft
ing fchooner, \\'11icll 'v~s arnled for the fecurity of 
the to\vn, and call~d the Defence, the l'atnar 
and Cherokee warped in the nigl1t of Nov. 12, 

1775, within gun thot of llim, and began a heavy 
cannonade. 1"he inhabitants \\"ere alarlned, ex
pecling that tIle to\vn, in its defencelefs fiate, 
would be fired upon; but about funrife both yef. 
fels dropped do\vn to their moorings in rcbellion
road, ,vithout 11aving done any material injury 
either to the fcllooner or to any of llC!r cre\v. 'l"hc 
fchooncr Defc:nce rcturn<:d a fe,v ~lot, but tIley 
were equally inefl"c-tlual. 'l"his ,vas the C01l1111enct!

nlent of open hofiiliti(.'s ill South.CJrolina. 

Ii 
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ON tIle evening of the fame (lay on Wllicll this 
attack \vas nlade, the IJro\'incial Congrcfs imprclfcd, 
for tIle publick fer\"ice, the {hip Profl)er, and all ... 
pointed a cOlumittee to fit and arl11 Iler as a frigate 
of war. On the day follo\ving tlley yotcd that a 
regiment of artillery ilioulJ be raifcd, to COllfill of 
three companies ,vith one l1ullJreu 1l1en ill each. 
Owell Itoberts \vas appointed lit.:utenant colonel j 

Bernard Elliott, tnajor; Bernard Beekman, Cilarles 
Drayton and SilllS \Vhite, cal)tain~ of tIlis body. 
Bills of credit, to the aUlount of fcycnteen tlloufand 
pounds fterling, \vere firuck for their fupport. A 
,pote \vas taken about tIle faille tillie for a new 
council of fafety. 1'en of the fornlcr thirteen \\·ere 
re-elected, and the lIon. IIcnry lVIiddlcton, !)a\rid 
Oliphant and 'l'homas Savage, c:fqr~. added in the 
rOOln of tllree others. rl'lleir 110\Vers \vere en. 
larged fo far as to autllorize theIn, ' to do all fuch 
, nlatters and tllings relative to tIlt! ftrcJ1gthcning. 
'fecuring and cl:fcnding the colony as fhould by 
, thenl be ju~ged cxpcdit.:nt anJ l~CCl"n::'ry.' 

AG RE E A BL Y to the 111cnaces of captain 'l"horn .. 
borougll, the King's fllips ill t:lC road i(:izcd all 
tIle vetfels \vitllin their reach, \\"hich were citller 
coming to C11~rlcfion or going· fronl it. rl~hcft!· 

fcizures comulenceu fc\'~ral ,· .. ·L~l\.s prior to t ~lC aft 
of I)arlia1l1ellt for confil(ating i\ :~11Lricall property. 
'\'}lilc tlH~ roy,~l yciItols l~lr nClr Sullivan'~-!lland. 
llegrot:s 11au L~(n cnccur~~~ed to <'!cIcrt frol11 their 
raalt,:rs, and \~ .. trt.: tlllrc.: h~lbut!rcJ unt!t:r royal 
llrotccticn. Cal~tai!l COaCh111a n: at t!~ r Ilt:'ad or a 

In,rty 
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party of riflemen t landed on the Bland, burnt the 
pefthoufe, and broke up that afylum of fugitive 
flaves. By order of tIle council of farety, whore 
\\~llole plan \vas defence, he was refirajn~d from 
firinrr on tIle King's fervants, thol1~h Ilis marks-

o • . 
men llad f0111e of them fully In theIr po,ver. 

AFTf:R tl1efc unauthorized feizures of pri
vate property had been continued about fix 
\veeks, the COUI1Cii of rafety took meafures to 
drive the royal armed yefff]s out of tIle road of 
Charlcfton. '1·0 effeCt th is col. MOl.lltrie, ,vith a 
party of nc\v .. raifcd provincials, and Charlefton
artillery, took poffeflioll of Haddrell's point, and 
mountc,l a fe",- pieces of lleavy artillery on fome 
flight ,vorks. A fe\\' \vell dircaCli {hot from this 
pofi: induced tIle comnlanders of tIle Cllerokee 
and l~amar to put out to fea. The harbour and 
road being clear, tIle council of faf\-7ty proceeded 
in tlleir plans of defence. r-rllCY completed the 
fortifications at I-Ialldrell's point, and at Fort 
Jol1nfon-continucli a cl1aitl of fortifications in 
front of tIle to\\'n, botIl to th~ ca{l\vard and fouth. 
\vard-and ercaed" a ne\v fort 011 Janles-Illand to 
tIle we!l\vard of ~"ort J o11nfon~ and a very firong 
one on Sullivan's-Ifland. TIle militia ,,,ere dHi. 
gently trained-tlle provincial troops ,'?ere aug
mented and dire iplined \vith care, and every por .. 
fible 11reparation Inade to defend the colony. 

IN addition to tl1e four regiments ordered to be 
raifed in tIle \~ ear 1775, t'VQ rcgitllcnts of rifle-

nlen 
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mell were voted in February 1776, in Wl1icll the 
follow:ng appointnlcnts were Dlade. 

Alexander M'Intofh, licut. col. of t.he I II: rifle 
Ifaac Huger, col. 1 
Benjamin Huger, major, regiment. 

Thomas SUlnpter, lieut. col. 
COlll111andallt, 

\Vil1iam l1enderjon, 111ajor, 

I-Iezekiall l\Iaham, 
Bcnjanlill 'I~utt, 
George Cogdel1, 
"'illiam Richardfon, 
Richard Richardfon, jun. 
William Henderfon, 
Jol1n Bowie, 

Samuel l"aylor, 
James Dufl: 
George ,,\Tadc, 
Ilichard Iticl1ardfon, jun. 
'Villiam Brown, 

l 
of the 2d regi
ment of rifle
Incn. 

Captains of 
the 1 ft regi
ment of rifle-

1 111 en. 

J 

Captains of 
the 2d rcgi
nlcnt of rifle
men. 

NOT\VITHSTANDING oppofition had affulncd 
a bolder face, )"et the original plan of difire1ling 
the Britifh trade and \Veft.India iflands continued 
to b~'" obferved: thougll the hop~s entertained of 
a redrefs of Alnerican ~ricvances, froln the juflice, 
generofity and policy of the Britifh nation, ,\~ere 
every day Icfs fanguinc; yet they ,vere far from 

being 
4Ii 
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being entirely abandoned. It was prefumed in 
Anlerica that tlleir military preparations would 
add ,veigllt to their commercial oppofition, and 
operare nlore forcibly to induce the government 
of Great-Britain to redrefs their grievances. In 
the mother-country it ,,·as taken for granted, that 
refolute exertion~ 011 her part, to enforce the fub
miffion of America, w0uld effeCtually iIltimidate 
the colonies from perfevering in oppofition. But 
on experiment it \vas found that vigorous mea
rures, inilcad of inducing either party to recede, 
tllcouraged botll to })erfcvcre. 

IN the midft of tl1eir military preparations, 
the people of r\ tncrica adllered fteadfaftly to their 
original plall of non-inlportation and non-exporta
tion_ l-IJd independence been tIleir fira: objeCt, 
there Tt ftriCl:ions \\OOl11d ne\"cr llave been adopted ; 
had it been intended even when they firft took 
up ~ °n1S, they wourd have refcinded their refolu
tions, and ilnportcd more largely than ever. Com-· 
111011 fenfe rEvolts at the idea of a large bod}" of 
people, unal)lc to fupply their o\vn wants, intend
ing a fcrious \var to emancipate their country 
froIn dependence 011 the parent-nate, and at the 
falnc ti;ne, by a yoluntary agreenlent, dCI)riving 
thernfclves of an tIle means neceffary to procure 
foreihtl fupplies. rl~he people of Soutll-Carolina 
not only obtcr,·cd the continental refolutiot1s with. 
in. tllcir o\vn lin1its, but co-operated \\"itll the 
fr~ends of freedoln ill Georgia, to prevent an in
fnngement of them in that colony. 

THE 
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11HE party for royal government was fo fi:rong 
in that infant colony, that they formed a bold 
attenlpt to contravene the publick refolutions. 
They loaded eleven vefTels early in I i76 ",it)1 a 
view to trade contrary to the orders of Congrcfs. 
To favour this dcfign, four royal armed veifels 
took their fl:ation at Coxpur. One hundred and 
fifty volunteers from CharJcfion, and tllree hun
dred and fifty from tile foutllcrn parts of South
Carolina, commandeu by col. Bull, Inarched to 
Georgia to prevent t11C failing of there \'clfcls. 
TIley unrigged fix of tl1cm. 'fllrec were burnt 
by tIle Britifh-of the whole only two got otf 
fale. 

CHAPTER 
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C HAP T E R T 1-1 I R D. 

0/ the l~t;nlljDlz of royal tzulhoriJ" and " 
the rOJali/ll. 

T HE legal feprefcntati\'cs met t\vice in the 
'. cOQftitutiol1al a{fcnlbly after the general 

nlccting of tIle inl1abitants on July 6, 1774. In 
their firft fefiion after tl1at event, it 'vas privately 
dctcrolined to give the fanC1:ion of their brancQ. 
of tIle legiflature to tIle rcfolutions adopted by 
the inhabitants at their late COl1\Pcntion, tll0Ugb. 
tht:y \\~ere well aware tllat any vote for tllat pur
l)oft! \vould induce tht: royal governor to exer~ 
his prerogative for their ditiolution. After finiih. 
ing the neccffary llublick bufine(~, tIle fpeaker of 
the houfe funllllollcd a lileeting of the members 
:1t a vcry early llour. rJ'he follo\\,ing motion, pre. 
vioufly l)rcparcd, \vas read and agreed to \vithout 
any debate. 

, SOU T H • C A It 0 LIN A. 

, IN tl1C COllllllons hOl:fc ofaffembly, AuguA: '1, 

, 1774: Co!oncll'o\\'cll acquainted the haufe, that, 
.' during the recers of tl1i~~ heufe, viz. {)n the 6th, 
, 7th, and Htll llays of July la{l, at a general 
, oleeting of the inllal)itat1t~ of thi~ colony, tiley, 
'havin[{ under cllufiJt:ratiol1 the ~lcls of ])arlia • 
. ' ll1cnt lately paffc:d \Vilh TcgarJ to the 110rt of 
, Bolton and colony of J;Yalflchnfttts, appointed 
'tIle 110llouralllc lI<:nry MiJJI~tullt Jolln ltut
~ lc~,c, l'1homas Lyncll, Chriftol)hcr Gadfden 

. 'and --
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, and Edward Rutledge, cfquires, deputies on the 
~ part and in behalf of this colony to Ineet the 
& deputies of the other colonies qf North-ABle
'rica in general Congrefs the nril l\Ionday of 
, September next at Philadelpllia, or at ally othc~ 
, time or plact! that may be generally agr(leJ on, 
, there to confider the ads lately paLli-d and bills 
, depending in parlianlent witb regard to the port 
'of Bofton and colony of ~Iaflacllufctts-Bay j 
, ,,·hich aas and bills, in the precedent and COIl

, fequcnces, affca the whole cOlltinent of AUleri. 
, ca : alfo tile grievarices under Wllicll America 
, labours by rcafon of the feveral atls of Parlia. 
, Inent tllat inlpofe ta..'Ces or duties for raifing a 
, revenue, and lay unneceffary rt:firaints and bur .. 
, dens on trade, and of the ftatutcs, parlianlentary 
, aCts, and royal inflitutions, w. lell 111akt: an in
, vidious diftinetion bet\Veell his l\'lajcily's fubjecl:s 
, in Great-BritaiIl and AOlcrica; \vitil full po\\"er 
, and autllority to concert, agree to, and c:ffcCtu. 
, ally profc:cute fucll legal Ineafures as, in the opi
, nion of tIle faid dtputies, :1nd of the deputies 
, fo to be atfcnlbled, Ihall be moil likely to obtain 
, a repeal of tllofe ads and a rcJrf:fs ()f thore 
, grievances: and thereupon 111ove /!, tllat this 
, houfe do refolve to rt:co.~llize, ra!:fy and con
, firm the laid appointlllent of tIle dt:putics for the 
, purpofcs aforefaid. 

, llEsoLv £D nemine contradicente, tllat tllis 
, houfe do recognize, ratify and confirln tile ap
e pointmcnt of the faid . deputies, for the purpofes 

, lllcntioned 
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• mention~d in the raid motion.' The fame word. 
were ufed by the people in their general meeting, 
and by the legal reprefentatives in the conftituti
onal affeolbly, and the fame perfons were mem
bers of both bodies. Lieutenant-governor Bull 
endeavoured to diffolvc them while they were ra
tifying this refolution, but the bufiners was com· 
pleted before a council could be convened. When 
too late, the fentence was pronounced, with the 
concurrence of one counfellor, the hone Inr. Ir
vine. This proceeding lefTened the refpeCl: for 
ro)~al government, and convinced tIle people nlorc 
fully of the propriety of tranfaaing publick bufinefs 
in provincial congre{fes, .rather than in conftituti. 
onal affembli(s. His MajeRy's council for feveral 
years had been lofing their weigllt in the govern
ment. Their number was fmal], and they were 
for the moll: part perfons of little influence, un
kDO\Vn to the inhabitants in any otller charaCter 
than tllat of needy and depending crown officers. 

HIS Maj(fiy's juftices nlade tl1(;ir laR: circuit in 
the fpring of 177 S. On this occafion the hone 
'Villiam.Henry Drayton, one of the affiftant judges, 
and the only one who "pas born in America, in 
his charge to tIle grand-jury inculcated tIle fame 
fentimcnts whictl were patronized by the popular 
leaders. Soon after, he was eleaed prefidcnt of 
tIle provincial Congrefs, and devoted his great 
abilities \\'ith uncomnlon zeal to the fupport of the 
meafurt:s adol')ted by his native countr)'. Before 
the next circuit Ilis colleagues, having refufed to 

I fign 
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jign the atTociation, were difarllled, and ad,'ertifcd 
as inilnical to the liberties of Anlcrica. Not long 
after he ,vas aPllointed chief-juf1:ice by tile voice 
of his country. 

']"UROUGltOUT the year 1775, and tile fira 
1110nths of tIle )~ear 1776, the popular affemblies 
l)y \vords avoweu tlleir allegiance to the King of 
(;reat-Britclin. Even ",hile tlley were arming 
then1felvcs they endeavoured to reconcile tllis con· 
d U(t ,vitil theil- allegiance, alleging it was only 
in felf.defence againfl: minificrial tyranny, and not 
for purpofes lloflile to the King of Great-Britain. 
After the provincial Congrefs had raifcd regular 
troops, lord \Villianl Campbell gave conllllifiiollS 
to tIle officers of volunteer companico of militia, 
\vhicIl \vere formed and trained on the reCOlll

tnendation of tIle popular leaders. His lordfllip 
alfo convened atl affeulbly, and tranratl:ed publick 
bufinefs \vith officers in the provincial rrginlents 
\vho \,~ere alia IneUlbers of the c()ufiituri()nal legif
laturc; but findin~ thenl inflexibly a\~.crtC from 
his fch{nlC3, he difiolved thenl on tIle 15th of 
Septeulber 1775, and never aftcr",-ards iffued 
,vrits for a nc\v ~leaion. For three 1110nths after 
llis arrival he ,vas unmoleficd, though indefatiga
ble ill lecretly fOlllcnting 01)pofition to t!lC J10PU
Jar tneafures. A bout the nliddle of Sentelnber 

I 

capt. j\danl l\l'I)onald, of the n~'\" railed pro-
\'inciaL~, llad tIle aJJrefs to g:et llilnfelf introd Heed 
to his 1.orJf11ip under the feigned nanle of l)icl.;: 
'Vil1i .. un~, a fupporcJ confidential 111efienger fronl 

. the 
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the back country royalills to the governor. III 

this a1fumed charaCl:er he was informed that Ilis 
Jordfllip Ilad, on tile day before, received a letter 
fronl tIle King of Great-Britain, fetting forth, 
, tllat ilis Majelly \\'as deterulined fpeedily to fend 
, out troo})s to execute his fcllemes frol11 one cn(i 
, of the continent to the otller.' 'Vith a view of 
encouraging tIle royalifls, tIle go\·ernor gave all 

exaggerated account of tIle 110\v('r of Britain, and 
of her fixed refolution to compel the fubmiffion 
of America. I-Ie illterfperfed his difcourfe ",itll 
the fe\'crdl refleCtions on the new-fangle~ con. 
gr~{fes atld COIDulittees. l'llis conv~rfation being 
fpeedily reported to tIle general comulittce, they 
rent a deputaticll fronl tlleir body, of Wllich cap
tain M'Donald ,,'as one, to denland a conlllluni
cation of his )ordfllip's late dcfpatclles frolll Eng
land, and a perutal of llis correfllondt:nce \vith 
the back country. All tllcfe requifitions being 
perrnlptorily rr-fufcJ, it \\'as moved in tIle C0111-
mittee to take the governor illto inlmeJiate cur. 
tady, but the I)rollofition ,,,·as rejeCted by a con ... 
fiderable lllajority. Ilis I .. ordfhip, lllortifit:d at 
the deCel)tion \\-il!cll had been ))aifeJ upon l1inl, 
and diflruftful of his perfonal fafety in Charldlon, 
tool~ the province teal ,vitll llilll, and retired on 
board the 1'amar floop of \var. In about a fort. 
night after, the general conlnlittee rent a deputati
on fronl tllcir body \vltll an addrefs, inviting l1is 
return to Charlc:fi()u; in \vhich they aflured hint, 
, .llat \vhile, agrceal)ly to llis o\vn re})eateJ de. 
'clarations, he fhouhl take no aClive part again!l 

, the 
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.' tIle good people of tIle colony, in tIle prcCcnt 
'arduous ftrugglc= for the prefervation of tllcir 
C Ii berties, they filould, to the utmoft of tlleir 
C po\ver, fecure to his excellency that fafety and 
, refj)ta for llis perron allU cbaraCl:er which the in
, habitants of Carolina had ever wiflled to fhew 
, to the reprefentative of tlleir Sovereign.' i Bu't 
not\\'ithflandillg there. fair pro111ifes his lordfhip 
thougllt it mofi: prudent to contillue on board. 

LEGISLATIVE, executive antI judicial powers 
\\~cre illfcnfibly transferred fronl their ufual chan
lItIs to a provillcial cangrers, council of fafety, 
311d fubordinatc cOlulnittccs. FI'he illhabit~nts, 

generally alarll1ed for tbeir liberties, took fun
Jry Reps for their prcfervation. Fr01l1 their 
O\VIl impulfe tIley met and cl10fe their reprcfenta
tiycs in conllllittees and congtelfes. The po\ver 
of thefe bodies \vas undefined; but by COllID10ll 

confent it was comprizcd in the old Itonlan nlax
iln : '1'0 take care that tl1e COIDU10n\,-ealtll 

, lhould receive no damage.' l'he ardour of the 
people, and tlleir jealoufy of tIle deflgns of Great
Britain, gave tIle force of la,vs to their determi
Ilations. rl"llc ,·oice of an appro\·ing country 
gave efficacy to the I)rOctcdings of tIle conlnlit
tees. rl"lley fUPI)ortcd tIl('; provincial Congrcrs, 
whicl1, in its turn, gayc all aaive energy to the 
refolutions of the continental Congrt!fs. 

EARLY in ) ii6 the I~O:l. 11lonry l\liddletoll, 

Cllrifiol)her 
j See note 1 X. 
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Chritlophcr Gadfden and John Rutledge, returned 
froln the continental Congrefs "rbile the provincial 
Congrefs was fitting. 'J'be prefident William. 
Henry Drayton, being defired to return thanks 
to them and their coJleagues for their Cervices in 
the i\nlerican Congrefs, addre1Ted them in the 
foJjo\ving words: 

, G£~TLE)IEN, 

, "TIl EN tIle 11anll of tyranny, arm~d in hor. 
, tile manner, ,vas (xtended from Great-Brit:.lin, 
, to fpoil America of \\·hateyer {he held mon va· 
, luable, it \vas for the nloft important purpofes 
'that the good people of this colony delegated 
'you to rcprefent them in tIle continental Con
, r;refs at PIliladelphia. It became )·our bufinefs 
, to afcertain the rights of America; to point out 
, ller ,·iolatcll francllifes; to make Ilumble repre
, fentation to the Kin~ for redrefs ; and, IlC being 
, d~af to the cril·s of llis A111erican fubjeCl:s, to 
, appeal to the King of kings for the recovery of 
, tIte rigllts of an infant p,-=oplc, by the Majcfiy of 
, lIeaven, iorulcd for future c:nlpire~ 

C IN tilis moll important bufin{ r.~ you engaged, 
, as becatne good citi~ens., and {lep by ftt'P you 
, tielib(rately' advance~l througll it \Villl a regret 
, and forro,v, and \vith a rcfolution and conduCt, 
, that bear all the charaEtrrs of ancient ffiagnani
'lniry. )Y'our conflitucllts, \\-itll a fready eye, 
, beheld your pro~rcfs-they fa\v the Anlerican 
4 claim of righta-thc affociation for the recovery 

, sf 
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f of the Anlerican franchifes-and the Ilumble ))e .. 
• titian to the King for the redrefs of grievances. 
, They faw the Anlerican appeal to tht: King of 
~ kings, and a fecond hUlnble petition to the 
'Britifh Monarch-alas! as una,"ailing a~ the 
'firft. 1'hey haye alfo feen the ~flablifhmellt of 
, an Anlerican naval force-a treafury and gtne
, ral pofi-office-and the laying on a continental 
, embargo. In {hort, they have fcen pcrnlillion 
, granted to colonies to eretl: forllls of govtrn. 
'ment independent of, and in OPl)otlrion to) 

'tlle regal at!tllority. 

, YOUR country fa\v all thefe proceedings, the 
, work of a body of ,\"Ilie}l you \vere and are menl .. 
, hers-Proceedings arifing frolll dire neceffity, and 
, not from cl1oice-Proct:~dings that art! the natu
, ral conft:quence of the prefent inaurpicious reign 
, -Proceedings jun in tllemfelvt:s, and ,-.:hich, llot
, "'itllfianding the late declarations of the corrupt 
'lloufts of Ilar.lianlcnt-the proc]anlation of tIle 
, court of St. JaDles's on the 23d of Auguft
f and tIle fubfcquent royal fIJeech in IXlrJian1cnt
, are exaCl:ly as far difl:ant frolll trt~lfon and rebt:l-
~ lion, as {lands the fTlorious re\·olu~ion \vhich ,., 
C depri,·cd a tyrant of his kingdoIn~, and t:lc\'ated 
, the lloufc: of nrunf\, .. icl~ to roy i!lty. 

, "r 0 R T II Y celcgatcs! it is ttle j u,lgn1c!Lt of 
'your country that your conduCt, of ,vhich I 
~ have juft marked the grand lines, in the Anle
C tican Congrefs, is juftifiable before GOD and 

, Illau, 
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'nlan and that whatever nlay be the ifTue of , '" 

, this unlooked for defenfive civil war, in which 
c unfortunately, tllOUgh glorioufly, we are en .. 
, gaged, whctl1cr independence or flavery, all the 
, blood and all the guilt lDUll be impu,ted to Bri
e tiOl and not to American counfels. Hence your 
'conflituents, fenfible of the propriety of your 
'conducl, have confiituted me their infi:runlent, 
, as ,veIl to fignify to you their appr~bation, as 
c to prefent to }'ou their thanks. I do therc
, fore moIl: refpecrfully, in the name of the Con
e grefs, prefent to you and each of you the thanks 
, of your country for your important fervices in 
, tIle Alnerican Congrefs at Philadelphia.' 

Is tl1is nlanner, \vitl1out annihilating the forms 
of the ancient regal conflitution) a new goverll
Incnt \\pas ill a fllort time itltroduced by the con· 
rent of the grand body of the people. 

"fl-IOUGII this nc\v cfl:ablilhment wa~ .affeCted 
by the voice of a, ereat lllajority-great In nUlll .. 

her, and in \vt-igllt and influence greater fi ill; 
yet, froIn the circulating of tIle aifociation to be 
publiHled, j t "'a~ not \vholly \,?ithout oppofition. 
~\nlong the inhabitants oftllC back country feveral 
CVl.Hts, utlt~\\·()urablc to any revolution, l1aJ lately 
taken l)lacc. .l\l)Ollt tIle }'car 17io, the extrenle 
difljct&lty of l)ringing crilninal!-l fro~il the rClnotc 
ftttlcllltnts to a legal condeUlnation had induced 
a llunlbcr of Inen, \\·ho called thelnfelves regula
tors, to take tIle la\v into tlleir llands. TIley, by 

their 



their own autllority, infliCled corporal punifhment 
on fundry perfons without any regular condt:tnna
tion. '1'0 remedy abufes of tilis kind, lord Char1es. 
Greville Montague, then governor of tIle Ilrovince, 
advanced to the rank of colonel a man of lo\v 
charaa~r, of the nanle of Scovil, and cDlployed 
him to enforce regular la\v alnong thefe felf-con
fiituted regulators. In execution of his comnliffion 
he adopted fe.vere nlcafurcs, \\"llich involved trlul. 
titudes in gl·cat diftrefs. 1'hefe unfortunate Inifled 
regulators, having fuiTered for oppofing reg ular 
governUlent, .could no~ b~perfuJ.dcd to co.opet··.~tc 
,vitIl their countrymen in ~the fupporr of cOllhrtireg 
and committees. They conceived thefe nc\V bo
dies to be fimilar to tlleir o\vn regtllating allenl
blies. 

. 
IN the fanle part of the COlliltry ,,·as a confider .. 

al)le number of Dlltch inhabitants, ,,,110 haJ fcttlcd 
on lands granted by t 1H.; bounty of ~ovcrnlnent. 
l'}lefe peol)le had brought froln f:uropl"~ the 1110-
Ilarcllical idca~ of their holJin~.; th~ ir poilctlions at 
the King's pleafure. 'l~hey \verc theref()rc c:lfiJy 
Jnade to believe, tllat the in11ncdiate lois of their 
freellolds ,,,ouid be the probable confcquencc of 
tlleir acceding to tIle Anl~rican nleafu:·l's. i\trer 
the peace of Paris ) 763, grants of land, five pound~ 
nerling bOtlnty, an cxclnption fr(un taxes for ten 
)"e~!rs, ~:nd paynltnt of their paifagcs, \vcre ofFered 
to induce foreign prot~fiants to exchange their 
nati\-c country for a fcttlenlcnt in Soutil·Carolina. 
~I'ht: Irifh, who accepted there oG"~rs, were g,~ne-

rally 
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rally royali{b. They conceived that they owed aU 
thefe indulgences to the- bounty of the Kir.g,. and 
therefore took part with his friends. '!'he people: . 
of the fame nation, who had migrated frotn the· 
northern provinces, generally' entered with zeal 
into the new Dlcafnres. 

AMONG a people who had fo many reafons to 
love and fear their King, and WllO were happy un
der h~s government. it was no ,Iifficult matter for 
lord William Calnpbell to gain votaries to fupport 
the royal intereft. 

H J S Iordfhip was unremitting in his endea
vours to perfuade there uninformed back.fettlers, 
that the power of Britain could never be cffecru. 
ally r~fiftcd by the feeble American colonies
That the whole difpute was about a trifling tax 
on tea, which, as they were not in the habit of 
ufing it, could not to thern be iriterefting. It was 
frequently infinuated that the gentletnen on the: 
f~a. coaft, in order to obtain their tea free from 
tax, were adopting meafures whicll would in
volve the back country in the want of faIt, ofna
burgs and imported Receffaries ; arid that the ex· 
pences of the new raifed regiments would be in
finitely more than the trifling taxes impofed by 
the Britifh parliament. 

THE violence of fome over-zealous friends, 
who infifted on their neighbours figning the at:· 
fociation, and who would not bear with the feru-

le pIes 
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pIes and objeCtions of their doubti.ng brethren, 
produced in feveral a determined fpirit of op
pofitioll. 

AT an eleflion for r~prerentatives in the fira 
popu1ar affemblies, Mores Kirkland was an un. 
fuccefsful candidate. In great wrath he ex
claimed, C If this difpute becomes ferious, the 
, people of South.Carolina {hall feel the weight 
'of my influence.' When the officers for the 
provincial regitnents were appointed, Congrefs, 
willing to gain him to their intereR:, gave him tho 
rank of captain; but he was d!fgufted that his 
neighbour and rival was promoted to the higher 
rank of major. At firft he accepted his commif. 
lion, and enlif1:ed men; but he very foon refign~d 
it, and, to the utmoR: of his power, encouraged 
oppofition to the meafurcs of Congrefs. 

THE people generally felt themfelves fecure 
in their perfons and property. It was ther~fore 
eafy to offer arguments againft renouncing pre. 
rent comforts, to ward off future evils. The po
pular I~aderl could not urge the inhabitants to 
the dangers and expences of war ~ otherwife than I 

on fpeculation, to prevent the more alarming con. 
fcquences which would probably take place at 
a future time, if the proceedings of the Britiflt I 

parliament, againft Bonon and the province of f 
Maffachufctts, were Cuffered to pafa into precedent. i 
Diftant evils weigh fo little in the cftimation of 
tbe multitude, that great fcope was given to thofe 

who j 
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who "wifhed to head a party for fubmitting to the 
demands of Great-Britain. 

THOUGH there were fome royalifts in every 
part of the province, the only fcttlement in which 
they out-numbered the friends of Congrefs, was 
in the country between the Broad and Saluda 
rivers. When it was determined to raifc troops, 
the inhabitants of that part of the province could 
not be pcrfuaded that the mcafurc was neceffary. 
Feeling themfclves happy and free from prefent 
oppreffion, they were averfc from believing that 
any defigns t inimical to American liberty, had 
been adopted by the Britilh government. Inftead 
of figning the affociation, they figned papers at 
their general muftc:rs, declaring their unwillingnefl 
to concur in the meafurts recommended by Con
grefs. l~he council of rafety rent the hone Willianl-
Henry Drayton, and the rev. William Tennent, 
into their fettlcment, to explain to them the nature 
of the difpute, and to bring them over to a co
operation with the otl1er inhabitants. 1~hey had 
feveral publick meetings, and much eloquence 
was exerted to induce them to fign the affocia
tion. Some were convinced and fubfcribed that 
bond of union; but the greater number could 
not be pcrfuaded tllat there was any necefiity for 
c::ongreff~s, committees, or a nlilitary cftablilll
ment. Sufpicion, that bane of fociety, began to 
exert her mifchievous influence. "J'he friends of 
the old go\'ernment doubted the autllenticity of all 
pamphlets and nc\vfpapcrs, whic!l afcribed to tIle 
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Britifu troops in Bolton, or to tl1e Britilh go-vern. 
Jnent, any dcfigns injurious to tIle rights of the 
colonifis. "!'hey believed the \vho)e to be an im. 
pofition by artful men, \vho wilhed to excite fiorms, 
that they migllt fhew their {kill in pilotage. The 
friends of Congrffs fufpeCled the leading men of 
tIle royalins to be in the fJay of governor Camp
bell. Reports were circulated by one party, that a 
plan was laid to feize the cOlnmiffioners fent by t1le 
council of rafety; by tIle other, tllat tIle third }lTOe 

"incial regitnent ,\~as brougllt up to COlllpel tIle in
llabitants to fign tIle affociation. l.fotiv~s and de
ligns ",·ere reciprocally attributed to eacll other of 
tIle moll ungenerous Ilature and 111ifchic\'ous ten
denc)r. 'J~he royalifis rmbodied for reafons filnilar 
to tllofe Wllich llad induced the otller inhabitants 
to arm themfelvfs agaillfl: Great·Brit,,::.. rJ·hcy 
fufpeCl:ed tllcir adverfaries of an intention to dra
s~oon thenl into a compliance ,,·itll the meafures of 
(~ongref8; and they, in tllcir turn, ,vert furpeftcd 
of a (ltfign to conlnlence llofiilities againfl the ilffo
ciators for dinnrbing the ('llabliflled royal govern
Jnt nt. Canlps \vere fornlro in oppofition to (-arh 
other, and great Ilains \vcre taken to increafe tlleir 
rt'fi)~Clive I!unlbers. l\Ioderate Incn elnployed 
their good offices to prevent bloodlhed. After 
fonle clays, t11c leadtors on 110t11 fides met in ronfcr-

J , 

(~nce, Se\'eral cxplicati()ns lla ving taken pl:lce, t 

;1 treaty 'vas reciprocally ~grtcd to, by "yhich it ,vas 
it ipll1ated, tllat "tIle royalifi s fhould relnain in a 
c flate of neutrality.' I Both parties retireu to their 

Ilome~, 
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homes. and a t~mporary calm fuccceded. Mr. 
Robert Cunninghaln, who had been a principal 
leader among the royalills, continued to encourage 
oppofition to the popular n~cafures, and declared 
tllat he did not confider himfelf as bound by the 
treaty. Sufpicion again brgan to fpread her poifori. 
This declaration was conflrued as an evidence of 
a fixed intention to difturb the peace, by another 
infurreClion. 1"0 prevent his attempting any 
tiling of that kind, lIe was apprehended, brought 
to town, and coolmitted to gaol. Patrick Cun
ninghanl infiantly :lrmed a party of his friends, 
and purfued, \vitIl the expet.l:ation of refclling Ilia 
l)rother. The party colleCled· on this oceafio11 
feized a thoufand pounds of powder, which was 
at that junar-~ paffing tllrough their fc:ttJement. 
This ,vas publick property, and had been rent by 
the council of rafety as a prefent to the Cherokee 
Indians. rro inflanle the minds of the people; fome 
defigning men among the royalills propagated a 
report, that the po\vder \vas rent to the Indians, ac-
ronlpanied '\,\ritll infiruaions to tll_enl, to kill ev~ry 
lnan ,\"11~ lliguld refufe to fign the affociation. 
rrhis cl1arge, l'ntirely falfe in itfelf, was not be
lieycd by any of tIle ,\~ell-informed inllabitants; 
ne,"crthelffs it anf\\'t»rcd the purpofts of party 
ilnl0ng fonlC of tl1c ignorant 111ultitude. It \vas 
confidently afTl"rted that foole J1rivate marks ]lad 
been Cl~rced on lly the POlll11ar leaders and Indiall 
chiefs, to diftinguil11 the affi1ciators fronl tlle non
~rroc:i.\tors; the former of \\,11om were to be fpared, 
and tile latter facrificcd. Great l)ains \\?ere alfc takell 
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to exarperate the inhabitants againfl: the council of 
rafety, for furnifhing the Indians with powder ai 

a time when the wllite people could not be fup
plied with that neccffary article. 

MAJOR. Wil1iamfon, who commanded the mi. 
litia in favour of Congrcfl, 'Went in quell of the 
party which had taken the publick powder, but 
was foon obliged to retreat before their fupcrior 
numbers. The royalifts, irritated by the capture 
ofCunning~am, and flufhed with fuecers in fc::izing 
tIle powder, were at this time more nunlerous than 
at any other period. Major Williamfoll was re· 
duced to the neeeffity of retreating into a flockadc 
fort, in which he and his party were confitled 
without any water, till, after three days, by digging 
they obtained a fcanty fupply. The royalifls pore 
fetfed themfelves of the gaol at Ninety-Six, and 
from that ftation fired into the fort. Monfi(ur 
St. Pierre, an ingenious French gentletnan who 
had fettled there fome years before, and had made 
confiderable progrefs in the cultivation of vine
yards, was killed by the fire of the Toyalifis, and 
fome others wt!rc wounded; but on the \\'hol~, 
very little execution was done. After forne days 
the affailants hoifi:ed a flag, and propafed a truce. 
Reciprocal pernliffiotl was given to forward ex. 
preffes from tile royalifis to tile governor, and 
from nlajor Williamfon to tIle council of rafety. 
Both parties once more difperfed, and retired to 
their homes. 

DO~t ES'f J(.~ K 
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'DOME.TleE divifion at thi. time was particu

larly to be dreaded. An jovalion from Great
Britain was foon expected. A Britiih fleet and 
army in front, and difaffcBed inhabitants in rear, 
threatened defiruaion to the friends of Congrcfs. 
Lord William Campbell had uniformly recom. 
mended to the royalill:s to remain quiet till the 
arrival of a Britifh force. 1'hi. advice, Co well 
calculated to diftraa the views of the popular 
leaders, had been providentially frunrated. Simi. 
tar reafonl of policy to thofe which induced the 
royal governor to recommend inaCtion to the ro. 
alilt., operated with the council of fafety to crulh 
their inteftine forI before that force fhould ar. 
rive. l~hcir late infurrcaion, in violation of the 
treaty of Ninety-Six, gave ground to doubt of the 
fincerity of their engagements to continue in a 
nate of neutrality. From their paft condutl it 
was fcar~d, that, as foon at a proper opportunity 
fhould offer itfclf, they would throw their weight 
into the royal feale. It was therefore judged DeCer
fary, for the publick fafety, to march" an army in
to their fcttlements before that event fhould take 
place. To remove prejudices, the following de
claration was circulated throughout their fettle .... 
menta. 

• S "0 U T H - CAR 0 LIN A. 

, By AUTHORITY OF CONGI.ESI. 

, IT has ever been the policy of America in ge. 
• Dcral. and of thil colony in particular, to endea

, your 
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t your to culti~te a good corrcfpondence with the 
, neighbouring Indian., and efpecially fo finrc the 
• commencement of the prefent unhappy difputci 
• with the Britilh adminiftration. This policy ori. 
c ginatcd from a view of prcfcrving, at the cheaJXft 
• rate, our borders from ravage inroads. Of late 
'this policy has been perfcvcred in, and our en· 
t deavours have been redoubled, in order to op
• poCe and to fruftrate the defign of the Britifh ad. 
, miniftration, by the hands of Indians, to deluge 
, our frontiers with the blood of our fcllow-citi. 
'zens. ExPerience has taught UI that occafional 
'prefents to the Indians have been the great 
, means of acquiring their friendfhip. In this ne· 
, ceffary fcrvice government every year expended 
, large fums of money. The late council of rafety 
, fpared no pains to confirm them in their pacific;k 
, inclination; but, from repeated, conRant and uni. 
t form accounts, it clearly appfared that a general 
'Indian war was inevitable, unlefa the Indians 
• were furnifhed with fome fmall fupplies of am-
• munition, to enable them to procure deer-fkins 
• for their fupport and maintenance. Ratllcr than 
~ draw on an Indian war, by an ill.timed frugality 
• in withholding ammunition, the late council., in 
• OClober, ilfued a fupply of amlDunition, confift. 
• ing of one thoufand weigIlt of powder, and t\,·o 
c thoufand weight of lead, for the ufe of the Che-
• rokees, as the only probable means of preferving 
• the frontiers from the inroads of the Indians. 
• The council the more readily agreed to this 
• mcafurc, bccaufc, as they aloloft daily expeCted 
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, tllat tlle Britifh arnlS \vould ~lttack tIle colony in. . ( 

c: front on the rea COel ft, they thought tiley \vouJd 
.' be inexcufable jf they did not, as much as i~ 
, them lay, rerllove every caufc:: to apprehend a~ 
, attack at the:: fanle ti.me fronl the Jndians ~ro~ 

• I • 

, 'tlle back fcttlenlellts. · 

, BUT this In~afure, entered into by tIle coun
, cil ulJon princilJI~s of the founderl ro1icy-of 
, chriftianjty-br~atlling equal benevolence to tIle 
c afroci~tor.s and nc:n-aflociators, and arifing only 
C from neceffity, unfortunattiy, has been by [olne 

, non-afiociators 111ade all inftrulllcnt for tIle mort 
, diabolical purpofes. 

'THESE wicked ITICn, to tIle afionifllment of 
c common fenfe, l1avc 111ade many of their dt.:lulicd 
, followers believe, that tl!is anl111unition ,vas fent 
c to the Indians, witil orders for them to fall UpOll 

'the n~n.aifocia~ors, atld, taking ad\'ant~ge irOlll 

'the fcarcity of «llnnlunition alnong indivillu~ds, 
, arifing fronl the ncccflity of fillin~ the publick 
'magazines, tIley IlayC il1\"idioutly reprcfented 
, that this anlmunition ought not to ha\'c l)eell 
, rent to t1le Indians, ,,,,hile tIle inllabitants of the 
C colony, individually, are in a great 111cafurc de
, ilitutc of that artick. 

C \VHEREFORE, in cOlnpaffion to thofe ·",,110 nr~ 
'deluded by fuell rellrcfentations, the (~ongrefs 
.' have taken th('fe tl1in~~s into their confideration, 
' .. and they defire tl1t'ir deccivt'll ftHo\y-colon!fls 
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c to rcflcCl, that tIle fiory of tIle all1ffiunitioll being 
, fCllt to the Indians, ,vith orJers for thenl to lUar. 
'l~lcre the Ilon-affociator J, is abfurd ill its very 
, 11ature. 

'FIRST, Bccaure the \\"hole tenor (If the con
, duCt of th~ council of fafetv dCIDonflratcs tIlat 

~ 

• tIle)" \\'ere ill capable of fuch inhunlanlty as a 
, body, anJ tIle cllara~l'r of eacll individual ibiclds 
, hill} againlt a charge of 10 cruc.:l a 11ature. 

'SECO~D, Bec3ufc alfo, if men will but call 
, reafon to tllcir a!J, they nluf[ plainly fce, tllat, 
, if the Indians \,"cre let loofe upon the frontiers, 
, they mull indifcrilninately maffacr(~ affociatofs 
'and Ilon-affo( iators, finee there is 110 "1,lrk to 
, difiinguifll either to tIle Indians. Ho\vever, in 
, order to clear up all Jifficultits on this head, and 
, for tile eafe ()f tIH.; l11inJs of our dccci \·cJ friends, 
, the COBt;refs ill a bo"'Y, ~lnt.l aBo individually, 
, declare, ill the 1l10fl fo1~nln 1l1annCr, hefore .i~L· 
, ~IIGIiTY GOD, that tl1CY do not believe any 
, order \\"as eyer itfucd, or any ide:! ,\'~s ever en .. 
, tertaineu by the late council of faft:ty, or any 
, mClnber of it, or by any pcri(}n unJer autl10rity 
, of Congrcf;, to caufta the Ir.Jians to C0111menCe 
, 110fiiEti<.;s upon the frontiers or any part thereof. 
, 011 the contrary, they do believe tllat they, and 
, cacl1 of thC!ll, h~\'c ufcd every r'lldcavour to in
, culcatc in InJ!tlllS, fent i !i\cnts f. icndly to the in
~ l~ab!tallts \\·!thot:t any JiHinclio:l. 
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, IT is greatly to l)e regretted, tllat our fellow

'colonifis, individual1y, are not fo well fupplied 
c with tftnmunition as \votlld be adequate to their 
c private con\Tnicr!cc. n~t ~oe~ not the u?happy 
C fituation of publicI" affairs Jufitfy the filhng the 
, publick Inagazines; thereby fecuring tIle weI. 
, fare and forming tIle defence of the {tate, at the 
, rifk of the convenience or fafety of individuals. 
, And if out of tIle publick flock a quantity of am
, 111unition is given to tIle Indians, Wl1icll may be 
'fufficient to keep them quiet, by in fume degree 
C fupplying their urgent occ2,fions, )·ct llot fuffici. 
, ent to ::nable tlleUUl to lllal<c \\'ar; ought our 

'pco})le, tlay tIley C311110t ll~~ye an)· rcafonable 
, ground to arraign the policy by \vhicIl tl1e)~ are 
,. and nlay be llreferved from favage bcfli lity, or 
, to c01l1plain that bccaufe the whole colon y, the 
, pul'llicl" and il1di" iduals, cantlot be fl!pplicd ,,;.!~Jl 
'amnlunition, therefore a fnlall quantity oug11t 
, not to be fent to the Indians. Men ought to rc
, flca tllat this fInal1 quantity is glyrn in order to 
, render it unneceffary to fUl1ply tIle pul)liclt. indivi
C dually on the fcore of a defence againfl: Indians. 
C l\'len lliOllld alfo rcflecr that, "rllile tIle publick 
c lnag~~ines are ,,·(:'11 flored, fupplies can be in
c ftantiy, plentifully and regularly poured llpon 
, thofc parts \v]lcrc tIle publick fervice l11ay require 
, thelll. 

, C01.f:-t ON fcnfe and conlmOll 110ncfiy diaat~, 
, that if there is a probability tllat, lly a prefcnt of 
c a fman CJuantity of aUl111Unition, the Indians can 

be 
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~ be kept ill peace, that prefent OUgllt llot to be 
, witllhel~i, at the hazard of indllcing an Indian. 
c \\~ar-invol\,jng the colony in inlnlenfe cxpence 
, -breali.jn~ up ,,·holc f~ttlements-alld unlleccf. 
, far~ly fae ~'i~icing a nunlber of li\'es. 

, Charlellon, Nov. 19, 1775.' 

TIi F: provincial con~rcfs ,lid not fell: their c3llfe ,-I 

on rearoning alul1e, but enforced their 111cafures 
,,,it!l an IlrD1Y fufficiently nUtllerOUS to intinlidate 
~ppll!~ti~n. ~l'llty rent a large body of 111ilitia and 
nc\\" raifed regulars, u~der the COnll11and of colo
n{-ls llichardlol1 and rrllOIllfOIlt "J"hcy \vcre al10 
jo:neJ by ic\'ell hundred lllilitia of NortJl-Carll1ina, 
cOlnnlalldtd by colonels Polk and Rutherford, 
~pd t\\·o llundred and t\\"cnty regulars. cOlulnanded 
by colonel Martin. In a little tinle Congre(~ had 
~H arU1Y of fcveraI thoufand Olen under tl1cir llire..:
tion, ,vitll inflru~'tions 'to apprehend the leaders 
, of (he Farty \\'hicl1 had feized tIle po\vdcr, and to 
, do all other things necc{fary to fUl)pr~fs the pre~ 
, {~nt antI pr(\"(Iit future infurreaions.' (~oJ()ncl 

llicharJ!tJll proc('cJed in the execution of thrfe 
crders \\"ith gr~at Illod<.:ration alld prol)ri~ty. A 
C( Bland \\"a~ ~llade that tlH~ p~rfons \\110 had Jcizcd 
tile pO\\'liL'r ill UttlJ be dt: Ii \' \.'red up to the jllfiice 
of tlu. ir c()untry. !\ffura,lcrs \vere l)~hlickly 

£~!\·cn t1J:\t 110 iiljury i110ulll bt; dont: to illot1~nfi\'C! 
perioa:>, \\ ilo \\'uuld rcnl~lin (}t,ietly on tlu:ir p!au. 
t~lt ions. 'j'be.; II adtrs of th~ royalifis found great 
diiiiculty ill pcrruadin[j thc:r foBu\vtrs to ClllboJy. 
··:rL~y \\·t!"e (ut ci~" froBl 3il C0111111Ullication \\ :th 

IYOY-"rll.Jt b '" 
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governor Campbell. UnconneCl:ed with their 
brethren in other parts, tllere was no union in tlleir 
meafures. Fl'hey were 'a rope of fand' without 
order and fubordination, and without that enthu
Hafol Wllicll infpir~d tIle friends of Congrefs. 
'fheir leaders were deftitute of political know
iedge and without lllilitary experience. rrlle una
nimity of tIle Wlligs, and th~ gre~t numbers 
\vhich, from all fides, invaded tIle fettlell1ents of 
the royalifis, di1heartened thetn from facing their 
adverfaries in tl1e field of battle. rfhey faw refifl:
ance to he vain, and that the new government had 
much greater energy than they llad fuppofed. 
The \vhigs aaed by fyftem, and in concert with 
tlleir bretl1ren in the adjacent frates, and were di
reeled by a council of fafety compored of the 
gr~atcfl: and "Tifefi: men in the province. They 
eafily carried every point-fcized the leaders of 
tIle royalifts-and difpericd their followers. In 
effecting this bufinefs they did not lofe a lingle 
Inan, and only one of their nunlber, m&jor Polk, 
\Vas \vounued. 1~llis deciued fuperiority gave con
fidence to the I)opular leaders, and greatly firengtll
ened their hands. l'hc ,ranquifhed royalifis re
tired to tl1t=ir plantations; b\lt on all occafions dif
covered as mucll obftinacy in oPllofing tl1cir coun
tr}'1l1en, as tlleir COul1trymen did firlnneis in °11-
pofing (;reat-Britain. Several of tllem., and ()f 

others \vh() \V(-re ayerfe fr()111 fighting, retirel} over 
the 1l1lluntains, \vhere, rClnote froIll the noife and 
hu!tle of \var, tlll~v cnJ·oyed that indel)endcncc for 

1 • J. 
;.··ll1ch FJ Illany '''ere contending- In the y\:ar 1778, 
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wIlen e\;~ry inhabitant \vas called on to take an 
oath of allegiance to the nate, many of lllem YO .. 

luntarily abandoned tl1eir country for tIle barren 
rands of Iaft-If'lorida. In the fanle year, \vhen 
tIle alliance bet,,"een France and the United Stltes 
of Atnerica was pul>lifhed, others of them nomi ... 
nal1y joined tIle Congrefs. Mr. Robert Cunnin~
nam and t\VO or three Itlorc of their lealling lnen, 
were elccl:cd metllbers of th~ legiflature. After 
the reduuion of Savannah, a contiderlbl~ l1:1rty 
rore a fecond tilne in fayour of rOYJ.I boyernnl~nt; 
but they \,·ere conlpletely routl~d on tlleir \\?ay t() 

the Britilh encampnlents in Georgia. 1'heyafter
wards relnained qttiet till tIle Britifh obtained 
pofieffion of Charlciton. 

EXCF:rTI~G tIler\.! ill-concerted inftlrreaions, 
no publick bod)· ill the province, pri()r to the 
Britifh conq\len~ in. the year 1780, ~a\"e a,·o\\'ed 
~Yidence of tileir difapprobatio!) of the popular 
Ineafures. Sc,~er31 in priYare, no l~(ltlbt, COlll-
p!ained; but they contclltcti thC111fel\'cs ",itll fe .. 
cret 111l1rmurings. l"he nUI11bcr of 'flayes within 
the province, and of Indians otl its ,vcflern fron
tier, together \vith the large extent ()f l.lnprott"cled 
fe~l-coaft, \\'crc, in the opinion of fOlne \\·orthy 
men, infuperal)lc obflaclcs to fuccc[.; in contendincr 

c:~ 

,,~i!h Great-Britain. St ,·cral, influenced by reafon-
ing of this fort, \voulJ rather have tatncly fub-
1111tteJ to the cllcrOaChnlcnt~ of the 111other-coun ... 
try than rifkcd tIle ,?engt~ance of her arnlS. 
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THE felfilh among the merchants and plankrl, 
\vhofe gains \verc letfened by tl1e ceifation of 
trade, \vifhed for the return of bufinefs; but tIle 
nJain body of botl1 claffcs man 11eartily concurred 
,vitll the popular nleafures. A great majority of 
the people determined to facrifice rare, pleafure 
and fortune, aIld to rifk life itfelf, to obtain per~ 
man(:nt fccurity for American rigl1ts. They be
lieved their librrties to be ill danger. Roufed 
witil tlllS apprchenfion, they ,,'ere animated to 
the nl0ft felf.denying exertions. Betide their fu~ 
l)eriority ill nunlbers, tllcre \\·as an ardour and 
entllufiafill ill the friends of Congrefs which was 
generally \v~lnting in the advocates for royal go
Yt:rnnlcnt. 'l'"hc titry 'V~r111 fpirits, for the nloli 
p:~ rt, fi ded \vitll tIle fOTlller; but the latter were 
chielly c0l11pofed of the ignorant, tIle felfifh, and 
the tinlid. \ri~orous dccifivc nleafures charaC1:er
ized the 110pular party; \vhile their oppofers ei
ther aCted \vithou[ fyl1eln, or fronl timid COl1n· 

fcis \vhich \vere fc:ebly executed. 

No revoll1tion "yas eyer effcCled \vith greater 
unaniulity, or ,vitil nlore order and reglilarity. 
FI'he leading tl1en ill e\'ery part of the province, 
\\~ith very fe,v exceptions, fronl the firfl lI10lnents 
of the contcfi, exerted thclnit'lycs in tIle caufc of 
their country. r-l'heir al1ilities and influence gave 
union and f; ltenl to the proceedings of the l)coplc. 
A fc\v perfons ill the colony hated republica11 go
yernnlt~nt~~, and fonlc ignorat'" pe()t>le in the hack 
.co.untry were illducc:J to b::lit;ve that the \vhole 

\V31 
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.was an artful dect:ption, imllofed upon thenl for 
interefted purpofes, by the ~cntlenlcn of fortune 
and ambition on tIle ft:a coalt. But al110ng the 
.independent enliglltcned frccnlcn of the province', 
WIlO loved liberty, and had fpirit to rifk life and 
fortune in its rupport, tl1cre were very few to be! 
,found who took part \vith the royalifls. 
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C HAP T E R F 0 U R TIl, 

01 the formation if a regular cOl1jlillJtioll. 

To ILL the year lii6, the o.ppofirion to Great
Britain was condu8cd on fuel1 tenlporary 

principles, tllat the repeal of a fe\v aas of par1ia
ment would have itnIIlediatc]y prOdl\Ced a rein
ftatenlent of Britifh goyernment-a diifolutioll of 
the Anlerican arnly-and a rCC0t11mencement ~f 
the mercantile intercourfc 11et\\"cen the t\VO coun
tries. 1"he refufal of Great-Britain to reJrrf8 the 
griev311ces of the colonies, fu~ge't.ed to fonle b,}ld 
fpirits early in I i76, the necefilty of going nluch 
greater lengths than was originally illtended. 

A F E\vpenetrating minds forefaw that the love 
of dominion in the parent Rate, and the uncon
querable love of liberty in Anlerica, "pould for
(ver obftruCl a cordial reconciliation; but tIle 
lvulk of the Ilcople Hill flattered themfelves ,vitil 
the fond hopes of a.re-union. 

PUB"LICK affairs "rerc in confuCIan for want of 
a regular conftitution. l'he impropriety of hold
ing courts of juflice under tIle autl10rity of a fo
vereign againft \\'hOlll all the colony \\9as in arlns, 
ftruck every thinking perfon. 1-'he irnpoffibility 
of governing a large COtlllllunity by tIle ties of 110-
nour, \vitllout tIle aut110rity of law, 'va~ equally 
.pparent. But notwithtlal1ding tIle prcliing \\peight 
of all tllcfe confidcratiolls, tIle formatioll ()f an in .. 

~l dependent 
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del,endetlt con£l:itutioll had fo nlucll tIle apllear .. 
ance of an eternal feparation froln a country, by a 
reconciliation with \Vllicll Dlany yet lloped for a 
return of ancient happinefs, that a great part of 
the provincial Congrefs oppofed tile neceffary 
lllearure. At tIle very tinle when they \\-ere fUe 
fpended on this important debate, an exprefs are 
rived frolll Sayannah, \vith an aCt of parlianlcnt, 
paired Dccelllber 21, Iii 5, confifcating Alncricaa 
property, and tllrowing ~\ll tIle colonifis out of Ilis 
l\1ajeily's proteCtion. m 1'his turned tile fcalc
filenced all the moderate men \\,ho ,,'ere ad\·ocatcs 
for a reconciliation-and produced a majority for 
an independent conflitution. In lefs tllan an hour 
after that afi was read in the provincial Congrefs. 
an order "'3S itrued to feize, for the publick, the 
Port.Hcnder[u,i, a Jamaica ,reBel, loaded with ' 
fugal-, \,·111cl1 had put into Cilarlefion, on ller way 
to London, though llle llad tIle day before ob
tained It:a,'"c '0 pars the forts, and would have 
failed tIle fame afternoon on l1cr intended voyage. 

PREVIOU S to tllis Governor rronyn, of Eaft. 
Florida, llad con1DlitIioned a l>rivateer to plunder 
the unarmed inhabitants.of Georgia alld Carolina, 
and tIle royal fervallts had repeatedly feized private 
propert y. 'l'lle Carolillians, frill partial to G r_eat
Britain, confidered tllefe proceedings as the rafh 
acts of illdividuaIs; but a law of tIle 11ational par
liament, \vhicll }lad tllrown thenl out of his l\ia
.lefty's protettion, cOllvinceu tIle moIl: lukc\\-arm, 

that 
In Sec note XI]. 
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tllat America, legally difcharged from her alle
giance to the King of Great-Britain, mull now 
take care of herfelf. 

So firong was tIle attachment of many to Great
Britain, ,vhicll tlley fondly called tIle 111other-coun
try, that tllOUgh they affellted to the eftablilhment 
of an independent conftitution, yet it was carried '" 
after a long debate, that it was only to exift 't!11 
, a reconciliation bet,veen Great-Britain and tIle 
, colonies fhould take pl:tcc.' The friends of re· 
conciliation believed that it was the dictate of 
found policy, and in no refpect inconlp3tibll~ ,vitl1 
the true honOllf and dignity of the parent-itare, to 
redref3 the grievances of the Arrlcricatl colonies. 
The great body of tIle people WOll1d have rejoice(l 
at fuell an event, anll \\yould ,vith cheerfulnefs 
)la,'e returned to tIle clafs of peaceable citizens in 
the ancient line of fubordination. rrhey therefore 
only framed a tetnporary conf1:itution, confifl:in,~ 
of three branches, on tIle lllodel of th~~ Britif11 go
vernment. rl'his \vas nothing more than reducing 
into forol and order, tlleir fyftenl of govcrnnlcnt 
by congreffes and committees, and cotlld have 
been relinquifhed, in cafe of a reconciliation \\·itlt 
Great-Britain, as eafily as the late undefined tnode 
of conducling plt hlick bufinefs. rrllC determina
tions ?f the provincial Congrefs 011 this occafion 
were lntroduced with tIle follo\ving preamble: 

C '''II ERf:A stIle Britifh parlianlent, claiming 
, of late years a rigllt to bind the North-Ameri

, can 
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t can colonies by law, in all cafes whatfoever, hate 
C enaCted ftatutes for rai1!ng a revenue in thofe 
C colonies, and difpofing of fuell revenue as they 
c tllought proper, without the confent, and againft 
• the \vill of the «:olonills. And \vhureas,' it ap
c pearing to tllern, that (tiley not being reprcfelltc:d 
, in p:.lrlianlel1t) fuch c)aill1 \\-as altogctller uncon. 
, fiitlltional; and, if admitted, \vould at once re. 
, duce thenl fronl the rank of frcenlen to a fiate 
, of the nlofi abject flavery; the Jaid cololli~s, 
, tl1erefore, feveralJy reulonitrated againfi: the paff
, illg, and petitioned for the repeal of tllofc aCts
, but in vain. And \\~hereas the raid claim being 
, perfifted in, other unconfiitutional and oppref
I five fiatutes IICl,"e been fiDee enac.ted, by which 
, the po\\·ers of tIle ad111iralty-courts in the colo
'nies are extended beyond thtir ancient limits, 
, and jurifdiClion is given to fuch courts in cafes 
, finlilar to tllofe which in Great.Britain are triable 
, by jury-perrons are liable to be Cent to, and 
'tried in. Great-Britain, for an offence created 
, and 111ade capital by one of thofe fiatutc:s, tllough 
, committed in tIle colonies-the harbour of Bo
I fton '\\·a~ blocked up-people indiCl:ed for nlur· 
, der in the l\]affacl1ufetts-Bay, may, at the will of 
, the governor~ be rent for trial to any other co
, lony, or even to Great.Britain-the chartered 
, conftitution of governOlent ill tllat colony is ma
c terially altered-the EngliOl la\vs and a free go
I vernment, to \\·llicll tl1e inhabitants of ~ebec 
., ,'vete entitled by the King's royal proclamation, 
Care aboli1l1ed; and It~rel1ch laws are rcftorcd; 

, the 
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, the Roman Catholick religion (although befoOre 
, tolerated and freely exercifed there) And an abA. 
, folute government, are eftablifhcd in that pro-
.' ,rince, and its limits extended through a vall: 
, tract of country, fo as to border on the free pro'
, tenant Englifll fettlements, witll defign of ufing 
, a whole people, difiering in rc.1igious prillciples 
, from the neighbouring colonies, and fubject to 
, arbitrary power, as fit inllrunlents to over-awe 
, and fubdue the colonies. And \vhcreas the de
'legates of all the colonies on this continent, 
~ from Nova-Scotia to Georgia, affembled in a Ge
e neral Congrefs at Philadelphia, in the IDofl: duti
, ful nlanner, laid tlleir complail!ts at tIle foot of 
c tIle tllronc, and IluI11bly implored their fovereign, 
, tl1at his royal authority and interpofition might 
, be ufed for tlleir relief from tIle grievances oeca
, fioned by thofe itatutes, and affured his Majefty, 
, that harmony between Great-Britaill and Al11e
'rica, ardently defired by the Jatter, would be 
, thereby immediately reftored, and that the co .. 
'Ionifts C()11fided ill the magnanimity and jullice 
, of the King and parliament for redrefs of the 
'many other grievances under which they 1a .. ·· 
'boured. And \vhereas, thefe cOlnplaints being 
, wholly difregarded, fiatutes, ftiU more cruel than 
, thofc:: above Jnentioned, have been enaCled, pro
, hibiting the intercourfe of tile colonies with each 
, other, refiriaing tlleir trade, and depriving many 
c thoufands of people of the means of fub(iftcnce, 
, by reftraining them from filhing O.D tIle Anlerican 
, coafr. And wllerc:as large fleets and armies 

~ llaving 
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• having been rent to America, in order to enforce 
• the execution of thore laws, and to compel all 
C abfolute and implicit fubmiffion to the will of a 
, corrupt and dcfpotick adminiftration, and in con. 
'fequence thereof, hoftilitici having been com ... 
• menced in the Maffachufetts-Bay, by tIle troops 
'under command of general Gage, whereby a 
• number of peaceable, helpl~fs, and unarmed 
• people, were wantonly robbed and murdered; 
C and there being juft reafon to apprehend that 
, like hoftilities would be committed in all the 
'other colonies, the colonifts were therefore 
, driven to the ncccffity of taking up arms to repel 
, force by force, and to defenq themfelves and 
, their properties againft lawlers invafions and de
c predations.-Neverthc.lefs the delegat~s of tIle 
• faid colonies, affembled in another Congrefs at 
• Philadelphia, anxious to procure a reconciliation 
, with Great-Britain, UI)OD jufi: and conllitutional 
, principles, fupplicated Ilis Majefiy to direCt fome 
I mode by which the united applications of his 
, faitllful colonifts might be improved into a happy 
, and permanent reconciliation; that in the Olean 
, time meafures might be taken for preventing the 
, further deftruCtion of their lives; and that ruch 
, ftatutes a8 immediately diftreffed any of the co
I lonifts might be repealed. And whereas, inftcad 
c of obtaining that jufi:ice to which tIle colonifts 
• were and are of right entitled, the unnatural civil 
c war, into which they were thus precipitated, and 
'are involved. hath been profecuted with unre
• mitted violence; and the governors and others 

, bearin~ 
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'bearing the royal commiffion in the colonies, hay!' 
, ing broken the moft fo)emn promifes and cn~ 
, gagements, and violated every obligation of ho
',Dour, juftice and llumanity. have cauCed the 
, perron. of divers good people to be feizrd and 
• imprifoned, and tllcir properties to be forceably 
C taken and detained or deftroyed, without any 
, crime or forfeiture-cxcited domeftick infurrec
, tions-proclaimed freedom to fervants and flaves 
~ --enticed or ftolen them from, and armed them 
C againft their maO:ers-inftigatcd and encouraged 
, the Indian nations to war againft the colonies ...... 
'difpenfed with the law of the land. and fubfti
, tuted the law-martial in its {lead-killed many 
'of the colonifts-burned feveral towns, and 
C threatened to burn the relt; and daily endea
, vour, by a conduCl: whicll has fullied the Britifll 
• arms, and would difgrace even fa,'agc nations, 
, to effea the ruin and deftruClion of the colonies. 
, And whereas a ftatute llatb been lately paired, 
'whereby, under pretence that the faid colonies 
, arc in open rebellion, all trade and com nlerce 
C whatfoever with tllenl is prohibited-veffels be
'longing to their inhabitants trading in, to or 
, from the faid colonies, with the cargoes and ef. 
e feas on board ruch vetTe}s, are made lawful prize, 
'and the maRers and crews of fuch velfels are 
C fubjeaed, by force, to aa on board tIle King's 
, lhip~, againlt tlleir country and dear~ft friends; 
, and all feizures and detention, or defiruClion of 
• tile perfons and properties of the colonifts, \vhicll 
~ lla,"C at any time been nlade, or comnlitted, for 

, \yitll[landing 
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t ,vithllanding or fuppreffing tIle raid pretended 
C rebellion, and which {hall be made in pur[uancc 
, of the raid aCt, or for the fervice of the publick, 
, are jullified; and perfons ruing for danlages in 
, fuch cafcs are, on failing in their fuits, fubjeCl:ed 
, to payment of very heavy expcncest And where
c as large rcillforccments of troops and fhips have 
, been ordered, and are dai11 expeCted in Anle. 
C rica, for carrying on war againft each of the 
, United Colonies, by the moft vigorous exer· 
'tions. And whereas, in confequence of a plan 
'recomolended by the governors, and ,,·hich 
, feems to have been concerted bet\\'een them and 
, their minillerial maftcrs, to withdraw the llfual 
C officers, and thereby loofen the bands of govern. 
, ment, and create anarcllY and confufion in the 
C colonies, lord William Campbell, late governor, 
C on the 15th day of September laft, difTolved the 
• general affc:olbly of this colony, and no other 
c llath finee been called, although by law the fit. 
a ting and holding of general affemblies cannot 
C be intermitted above fix months; and having 
C ufed his utmon: efforts to deftroy the lives, li
e berties and properties of the good people here, 
, whom, by the duty of his ftation, he was bound 
, to proteCl, withdrew himrc]f from the colony, 
, and carried off the great feal and tIle royal in
c ftruB:ions to governors. And whereas the judges 
, of the courts of law here have refufed to excrcife 
, their refpeCl:ive funCtions, fo that it is become in
c difpenfably neceffary, that during the prefent 
~ lituation of American affairs, and until an Be .. 

, commodation 
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, .commodatien· of the UDhappy differences b~
'tween Grcat.Britain and America can be ob. 
~ tained, (an event, which though traduced and 
f trcate4 as rebels, we ft~l~ carneftly ~efire) wipe 
, mode ibould be eftablilhed by common confen~, 
c ~ f~r 'the good of the p:opJe, the origin ~nd 
, end o~ all govern'mcnt, for regulating the inter
C na) polity of t~is colony; the Congrefs, ~eing 
, vcftcd with powers competent for th~ purpofe, 
, and hav.i,D~ fully deliberated touching the pre
, mifcs, do therefore rcfolye~ . . 

T~E ~~ft cffcntial parts of thi~ tet;nporary CQD. 

llit~tion arc cQDtained in th~ following' refolu
tions': 

c I. ~II AT this COl1grefs, being a full and free 
c reprcfentation of the, pCople of thiS cQlon)·, ihall 
~ henceforth be dec~ed alld called the General 
C Affembly of Soutl1-C~rolina, and as fuch JhalI 
, continue until the ~ J ft of Odober n~xt, a~d 1-10 

, longer. 

C II. THAT th.e general airembly·thall, out of 
'their O\Vn bQdy~ elec~, by ballot, a I~giflatiye .. 
'council, to copfin of tllirteen members, (k,pen 
'.of WhODl fhall be a quorum) and to cQt:ttinue for 
, the fame tiD:lc as the gellerai affembly. ' 

'III. 1"HAT t~e general a{f~mbly~ and legifh .. 
C ti,·c-council, filall jointly ch~ofe, by ballot, froDl 
, among thenlle},"es, or from the !>eo!"le at large, 

N ~a 

, 
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c a pr~fident and commander in chief, and a vice
, prcfidcnt of the colony. 

'v. THAT there be a privy-council, whertof 
c the vice-prcfident of the colony lhall of coune 
C be a member and prefident of the privr-council, 
, and that fix other members be chofen by ballot, 
c three by the general affcmbly, and three by the 
, legiflative-council; pro.ided always, that no of. 
C ficer of the army or navy, in the fcrvicc nf the 
, continent, or of this colony, fhall be eligible. 

C VII. THAT the legiOati,·e authority be veiled 
C in the prefident and commander in chief, the 
, general affcmbly, and Icgiflativc-council. 

C XI. TH AT on the laO: Monday in OB:ober 
c next, and the day following, and on the fame 
C days of every fccond year thereafter, membcn 
, of the general aifembly fhall be chofco, to meet 
C on the firft lflonday in December then next, and 
c continue for two years from the faid laR Monday 
, in Oaobcr. The general affcmbly to confift of 
c the fame number of members as this congrcfs 
C docs, each parifll and diftri& having the fame 
c reprcCentation as at prefcnt. And the c)cClion 
• of the raid members fllall be conduaed, as near 
C as may be, agreeably to the direaions of the 
'elcaion-aa. The qualification of cleClors lhaU 
C be the fame as required by law. 

, XVI. 
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c XVI. TH .. ~T the vicc-prefident of the colony, 
c and the privy-council, for the time being, fhall 
, cxercife the powers of a court of chancery. And 
'there fhall be an ordinary, who fhaD exercife 
'the powers heretofore exercifed by that officer 
C in this colony. 

c XIX. THAT julticcs of the peace thall be no .. 
C ~inated by the general alfcmbly, and commifii .. 
, oDcJ by the prefident during pleafure. 

'XX. TH AT all other judicial officers {hall be 
'chofen, by ballot, jointly by the general affcm
, bly an" lcgiflativc-council. 

C XXI. THA T the fitcriffl, qualified as by law 
'direacd, fball be chofen in like manner by the 
, general atrcmbly and legiflative-council, and com· 
e nliffioned by the prcfidcnt for two years only. 

c XXII. TH E commiffioncrs of the treafury, 
c the fccretary of the colony, the rcgiR:er of mefne 
e conycyanc~8, attorney-general, and powder-re
e ceivcr, fhall be chofen by the gentral atTembly 
c and lcgifiative-couiicil jointly, by ballot, and 
, commiffion~d by the prefident during good be
e haviour; but {hall be removed on tbc'addrcfs of 
, the general affcDlbly and lcgifiativc-council. 

C XXIII. THAT all field-officers in the army, 
, and all captain. in the navy, {hall be, by the ge
e Deral affcmbly and legifiativc-council, cbofen 

, jointly 
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& jointly, by ballot, and c:ommiffioned by the' pre
, fident; and that all other officers in tile army 
• and navy ilial] be conlmiffioned by the prcfideni . 
C and commander in chief. 

c XXVI. THAT tIle prefident fhall Ilavc no 
c power to make war o~ peace, or enter into any 
C final trtaty, \"ithout tIle confent of tIle general 
c affembly and tbe legifiativc .. council. 

, XXVIII. THAT the refolutions of the conti. 
~ neotal Congrefs, now in force in this colony, 
'lhall fo continue until altered or rc\'oked by 
c them. 

. 
, XXIX, TH A T tIle rcrolutions of this or any 

4: former congrefs of this colony, and all Jaws now 
e of force here, and not hereby altered, fhall fo 
C continue until altered or repealed by the legifla
c ture of this colony, un1ers \\,here tlley are tem· 
e porar}", in wbicl1 cafe tlley thall expire at the 
c tilDes refpecrively limited for their duration. 

~ XXX. TJJAT tIle executive authoritybe veftcd 
C in tIle prefident, linlited and refirained as afore. 
, faid.' 

IN conf~quence of this tClnporary conllitution 
tile. following appointnlents took place. 

The 
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r Charles Pinckney, 
Henry Middleton, 
Richard Richardfon, 
Raw.lins Lowndes, 
Le-Roy Hammond, 
David Olyphant, 
Thomas Fergufon, 
Stephen Bull, 
George-Gabriel Powell, 
Thomas Ike, 
Jofeph Kerlhaw, 
Thomas Shubrick,· 
William Moultrie, 

Members of 
the legiflativc~ 
council. 

HIS excellency John Rutl~dge, cfq. prefident. 
His honour Henry Laurens, efq. vice-prefi .. 

dent. 
llon. William-Henry Drayton, efq. cbief-juftice. 
Hon. Thomas Bee, John Mathews and Henry 

Pendleton, efqrs. affiftant judges. 
~lexander Mobltrie, efq. attorney-gen~ral. 
JolIn Huger, cfq. fecrctary. 
William Burrows, efq. ordinar}? 
Hugh Rutledge, ·cfq. judge of the admiralty. 
George Shced, cfq. regifter of mefne con .. 

Teyances. 

f 
James Parfons, 1 
William-Henry Drayttln, 

~ ~ John Edwards, ~ = : Charl~s PinckneJ·, : 
I lnomas Fcrgufon, J 
l Rawlins I~owndc~. . 

Members of 
the privy
council. 



( 94 ) 

THE honourable John R1.1tledge, efq. being 
prefent as ~ member of the pruvincial congrefs 
when he was elca:e.~ prefidcnt aft J commander in 
Cllicf of the colony, aJdreffed himfclf to his former 
colleagues in worJs to ~lle following effect : 

• 

, GENTLEMEN, 

C T I-I E very great, unfolicited and unexpeCted 
c honour, whicll you have been pleafeJ to confer 
C on me, has overwhelmed me witil gratitude 
c and conc~rn.-Permit llle to return you my 
C moR finccre thanks, for fo diflinguilhing and 
c unmerited a mark of your confidence and 
'elleem. I have the decpcft fenfe of this honour 
• -'r'he !Jcing called, by the free fuffrages of a 
C brave and grncrous people, to prefide o~er their 
C welfare, is, in my opinion, the highell any man 
C can receive: But, dreading the weighty and ar. 
C duous duties of this ftation, I really willi that 
c your choice had fallen upon one, better qllalified 
c to difcbargc them; for though in zeal and in. 
c tegrity I will yield to no mao, in abilities to 

· 'ferve you I know my inferiority to many: Since 
, however t. tilis, gentlemen, is your pleafurc, al. 
e though I roreree tllat by fubmitting to it I fhall 
C be ranked by our enemies amongft ambitious 
'and defigning men, by WhOD1, they fay, the 
, people have been deceived and mifled; yet, as 
C I have ~ways thought every man's beft fer
c vices due'to his country, no fear of Hander, or 
c of difficulty or danger, iliall deter me from yield-
, ing mine-In fo perilous a {caron as the prcfent, J 

' I 
of 
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c I will not withhold them; but, in her caure, 
c every moment of my time fhall be employed: 
c Happy, indeed, fhall I be, if thofe fcrvices anfwer 
c your expcClations, or my own willies-On the 
'candour of my worthy countrymen I rely to 
'put the moLl: favourable conftruaion, as ·thcj 
'hitherto have done, upon my aaions-I affure 
, myfclf of receiving, in the faithful difcharge of 
'my duty, the fupport and afliftance of every 
, good man in the colony; and my moll fCrYent 
, prayer, to the omnipotent ruler of the univcrfc, 
C is, that, under his gracious providence, the li
e berties of America may be for-ever preferved.· 

IMMEDIATELY after his clttlion, the prefident, 
in the prcfcncc of both houfes, took the following 
oath: ' I, John Rutledge, do foletanly promife and 
, fwear, upon the Holy Evangelifts of Almighty 
'GoD, that I will prcfide over the people of this 
, colony, according to the conftitution or form of 
, government agreed to and rcfolvcd upon by the 
'reprefentativcs of South.Carolina, on the ·26th 
I of March, 1776; that I will caufe law and juftice, 
C in mercy, to be executed, and to the ulmoR:-of 
c. my power maintain and defend the laws of 
C GOD, the proteftant religion, and the liberties 
C of America.' . . 

.... 

. I N a few days after the legiflative.~ouncil and 
general affembly addrcffed their prcfident in the 
following words: 

~WE, 
.. 
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.'. \yE, .Jll~ legifiative-council apd. g~eraJ. ~ftf 
, fembly of Soutl\-Carolina,., convened und.cr the 
• authority of the eqtlitablc; conR.it~tio~ of .g~. 
~ vcrnSlcnt cftabli1hed by a free people in Con .. 
f grefs, on the 26th u.1t. beg leave, moR: rcfpca., 
• fully, tQ ~d~r~f~ yo"r Cxctllcn~.. : . 

. ~ N~THING is better kn~wn to 'your '~xc~llen, 
• cy, t~n' the unavoidable necctlity .. w4i~h in, 
, duc~ ~s as me~~rs of C~ngref~ ~n the pan 
~ of. the people to rcfume the po,,gers of, govern, 
, me~t,; and to cftablilh· fome nlodc fo~ regulati~1 
~ tb~ intemal pol,ity of this colony ~ ~nd. as m~lJl~ 
, bers of the legiflative-c·ouncil and general afTcm. 
~ bly, t~ ,·eft you, for a time limited, with the exe
~ ~tivc authority~ . Such conftitutional procced~ 
, ings on our part, ,,·e make ·no doubt, will be miC. 
, conftrued ~nto acts of. the greate~ ,~ill1inality by 
• that dcfpotifm, \Vhi~, loft to all fenfc: o~ jufticc 
, an~. ~umanity, has already p~ten~c;d that w¢ 

, are in a8:ual reb~lli.~n. But, fir, when we fer 

, ftca upon the unprovoked, crueJ, an~ accUD\U, 
, lated opprefiions, under \vhich Alllc;rica in g'ene!ll 
, raJ, a\ld thi~ cou~try -in particular, .~as Ipng ~~Dr 
, tinued; oppreffions which, grad"al~y incrcafing 
, in .injufi:it:1: a.nd ~ioIence, arc: no\v by, tile inexo~ 
'rable tyranny perpetrated :lgain(\ the JJnited 
'Colonies, under the various forms of robbery, 
~, conflagration, nla{facre, brcacil. of p~blick faith, 
, and o~11 \\"ar-Conf~ious ,of o~r' naturalCUld una
'lienable righ~s, and deternlin~d . to 1l1akCi c\'e~y 
-. effort in our po\ver to retain tllCm, \ve fcc 

, your 

!-
) 
I 

t 
t 
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,J your ~xcellency's elevation, froln the midft of 
~ us, to govern tJlis country, as the natural con
, fequcnce of ruch outrages. 

, By the fufFrages of a free ptople you, Sit, 
, ha,'e been CllOfc:n to hold the reins of govern
, Inent:-an 'event as honourable to yourfclf, as 
'.beneficial to the publick. We firmly truft 
, you will make tIle conftitution the great rllle of 
, your condutl:; and, in the .noll: folemn nlan. 
, ncr, we do affurc yotlr excellency, that, in tIle 
, difcllarge of your duties under that conflitution 
'whic!1 looks for\\9ard to an accommodation witil 
, Great-Britain, (an event 'vh~cll, though tradUCf(1 
, and treated as rebels, we fiill earnefliy dcfire) 
, \ve ,viii fupport you ,vitll our lives and fortunes.' 

·By the prefiJent's oath, and tllis addrefs, the 
much talked of focial compatl was realized. A 
variety of ne\v obligations ,~ere created. The 
chief lnagiftrate and the people bali l~acl1 their 
rcfpeClivc {lations atligned then1. 

Fl101wt tllis time forwarli the 11!.!t)licl( bufint f~ 
\las conduCted agreeahly to the fixeJ rule~ of the 
tetnporary contlitutioll. .Inftead of refolutions of 
the congrcffcs and conl;nitt~es) bills \\·ere brought 
in and debated both ill the affeull>ly and I~gifla~ 
tl\'e-council, deliberating apart and uninfluenced 
by eae11 otller. On tllt"ir being 3greed to by ho~Il 
houfes, they \vere prt~lcnted to the pr~fiJent for 
his affctlt. "!hen duly cnaueJ by the thr-ec 

(..1 l1ranche~ 
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brancl1es of legiflature, they "\rere carried into 
execution by the prefident and privy-council. An 
act of affenlhly \'.-as patft:ll in this feilion, for' pre. 
, venting fedition, and punifhing infurgents and 
, dillurbers of tile publick peace. J 

By this law treafon and rebellion affulned a new 
form, and the llenalties of there crimes \\rere le
gally denounced againft the aiders and ab~ttcr~ 
of Britifh government. 

AFT ER. pailing a few necetlary la\vs, tIle! repre
fentatives of the people eloted their ft ilion on the 
) Ith of April, ) 7i6. On this occafion his ex
cellency .pr~fident ltutledgc addre{fed botll houfes 
in tIle following ,,'ords : 

, llonollrablc gcntleolen of the legitlative-coun
, cil, r~fr. Sllcaker, and gentlemen of tIle general 
, afiembly, 

, IT 11as affordell me mue11 fatisfaaion to ob~ 
C ferve, that, tll0Ugh tL~ fl.·afon of the Jcar rellJcrfd 
'your fitting very incollvel1ient, )your private 
'concerns, Wllicll nlufl ha\"c fuif'ered p:reatly by 
, your long and clore appliccltiol1 ill tIle late con
, gref;; to the affairS) of this colon)?, requi ring :"our 
'prcfencc ill the country; yet, contitlUing to 
, prefer the l)ublicl~ \veal to eaie and rctirelnent, 
, you have beell bufily cnga~cJ ill fralning fucb 
~ la\\'s as our l')cculi~r circum1tanccs rcnlh.~rcd ab
, folutely necelfary to be pafl~d, heforL lour ad-

, lournll1ent.--
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, journnlcnt.-Having given my afierlt to tl1C1l1, I 
, prefume you arc now defirous of a rect'fs. 

, ON Iny part, a Inoft folemn oath lIas been 
, taken, for the faithful clifcharge of 111Y duty
, On yours, a folclnn afiurancc 11as been given, 
, to fupport me tl1erein.-f'1~11us, a publick com
e paCl between lIS {lands recorded.--Y ou nla)r relt 
, a[\lred, that I Ihall keep this oath ever in mind 
, -the conllitution iliall be the invariablc .. rule of 
, Illy conduct-my ears thall be always opt~n to 
, tIle cODlplaints of tIle injured-J llftice, in mer
IL cy~ filall neither be denied or delayed-Our 
, laws and religion, and the liberties of Anlerica, 
, nlall be Dlaintained and defended to tIle Utl110ft 

, of nly power.-I repofe the 1110ft perfeaCOllfi. 
, dcnce in )~our cngageillent. 

, .tlN D no\v, gentleolen, let DIe intrcat tl1at )"OU 

C ,,-ill, ill your feyeral pariilics and diftric[s, ufe 
, your influence and authority to l\.eep peace and 
C good order, and procure ftria obfervancc of, 
C and ready obedience to, tIle la,\".-If any per
c fODS thcreill are fiil) firangcrs to the tlaturc and 
c 111erits of the diJi)ute bctweel1 Great-Britain and. 
c tbe colonies, YOU u,ill explain it to tllenl fully, 
, and teach thenl, if tIley are fo unfortunate ClS 

, not to kno\\', their inherl~nt riO'hts.-l)rovc to 
o 

'them, that the privilctTCS llf bcil1~ tried by a . ~ () 

c JU1-Y ot the viclnage, acqu~linted ,vith the p~rtics 
, and witneiTes; of being taxe"l only \vith tllcir 
(own content, gi.·en by their rc))refentati\'cs, 

c. frell v 
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1 freely choren by, and fharing the burden eq't1al~ 
, Iy with, themfelves, not for the aggrandizing a 
, rapacious minifter, and his dependant favourites, 
, and for corrupting the people~ and fubvcrting 
, their liberties, btft for fucb wife and falotary 
, purpofes, as they tbemfelves approve; and of 
, httving th~ir internal polity regilhitrd, only by 
, la\vs confcnted to by comlletent judges of what 
, is heft adapted to their fituation and circllm
, (lancets, equally bound too by tbore laws-are 
'iutiiinlable, and derived froID that conO:ituti. 
, ()n~ \Vllich is the birth-right of the poorefl man~ 
, alld tIle beR: inheritance of the moO: w~althv . .a-

<II 

, Ilelatc:: to thenl the various unjuft and cruel fka-
c tlites which the Britith pnrlianlcnt, clainling a 
, rigl1t to lilake lal,vs for binding the colonies i!'l 

'all cafes \\ Ilatfocver, ha\'c enaClec.J, an(1 the 
, tnany fanguinary meafures whicll ha\'c been, 
, and ~re daily purfued and tllreatt~ned, to wren 
, froID them thofc inva)ual}!e bent-fits, ;lnd to en· 
, force fuclt an unlilnitcd and deftruflive claim. 
C • 1"0 tIle nlott iliiterate it nluli appear, that no 
, po\ver on cartll can, of rigllt, llctlrive thenl of 
, the hardly-earned fruits of their honeft induflry, 
~ toil and labour-even to thenl the inlpious at
C temllt to prevent mauy thollfands froln ufing 
, t!1C means of fubfifirnct:, provided for Inan by 
;, tlle: bounty of h!s Creator, and to conlpel them, 
, by fanlint:, to furrendcr their rights, ,,"ill iecln 
, to call for Di\,ine veng~ance.-"lhe endeavours, 
, by deceit and bribery, to engage barbarous na
, tions to iU1bi"uc- their hands in the innocent blood 

, of 



t 101 ) 

''Of helplefs women and children, and the at.: 
, tempts, by fair bot falre promifes, to make Igtto
, rant domefticks fuhfervient to the inoft wicked 
c purpoies, arc aas at which humanity mull re~ 
, volt. . -

, SH EW )-oUr conftituents, then, the indifpen~ 
, fable neceflity \vhich there \vas for ellablifhing 
, fome mode of government in this co!ony; the 
, benefits of that, which a full and free reprefen
, tation has eftablifhed; and that the confenf of 
, the people is the origin, and their happinefs' the 
, end of govemment.-Remove the apprehenfions 
, with which honeft and well-meaning, but weak 
'and credulous nlinds, may be alarmed; and 
c prevent ill impreffions by artful and defigning 
, enemies.-Let it be known, that this confl:itu
'tion is but tenlporary-till an accomnlodation 
"of tIle unllappy differenc~s bet\veen Great.Bri:.. 
c tain and America can be obtained; an(l" that 
, fuch an event is ailt defired, by metl \\pho yet 
, remenlber form~r friendfhips and intitnate con .. 
e ne'B:ions, tl)ough, for defending their perfons 
, and properties, they are ftigm:ttized 311d treatt:d 
c as rebels. 

, TRUTH, being known, ,,·il1 prevail over artifice 
'and mifrrprefentation-COllViaion mull foIl 0\\· 

, its difcovery.-In fuell a cafe, no man 'VI10 is 
C '\1{orthy of life, liberty or propert}", \,~ill or can 
C refufe to join YOlI in defending thenl to the laO: 
'extr~mity-difdain!!1~ c,rery fordi(l \,ie\v, ant! 
, tbe mean p11try conf;derations of priva~e inte-

• rrft, 
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C reft, and prefent emolument, when placed in 
, competition with the liberties of millions; and 
, feeing that tllere is no alternative, but abfolute 
C unconditional fubmiffion, and the moR: abjeCl: 
, flavery, or a dcfel1ce becoming Inen born to 
, freedom, he will not Ilelitate about tIle clloice. 
e -Although fuperior force may, by the permif
C fioli of Heaven, lay ,vaile our towns, 311d ra
e vage our country, it call never eradicate, from 
, the breafts of freelnen, thofe principles \vhich 
Care ingrafted in their ver)" llature-fucll Ineo 
e ,viII do their duty, ncitller kno\ving or regard
c iug conrequences; but fubmitting tllCID \"ith 
, 11umbJe confidence to the Omllifcient and Orn
e nipotent Arbiter and Direaor of tile fate of 
C empires, and trufting that Ilis .ill111ighty J\rln, 
'whicll has been fo fignally flretched out for 
'our defence, will deliver then) ill a righteous 
C caufe. 

, '-1'lIE eyes of Eur()pe, na}~ of the \vholc \varld, 
4; arc on Atnerica.-"fhe eyes of every other co
, lony arc on this-a colony, ,,"bofe reputation 
, for gcnero{iry and nla~nanilnity, is uni\'crfally 
~ acknowledged. I trufl:, therefore, it ,viii not 
G be diminifhcd by our future conduCl: ; that there 
, \viil l}c no civil difcord llcre; and that the only 
, firifc amongft brctllren \vili be, who iliall do 
, nlofi: to fcrve and to fave an o}1preffed and in
, jured country.' 

rl'II f: courts of j uilice, \VllicIl llad been- lhut 
for 
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for twelve Dlonths, \\'ere, \vith great folcmnity, 
opened on the 2. 3d of April, 1776, under the 
fancl:ion of this temporary conftitution. On that 
occafion the honourable William.Henry Drayton, 
cfquire, chief-juftice, under tIle appointment of 
the provincial Congrefs, gave the following .charge 
to the grand-jury: 

'GENTLEMEN OF THE GR.AND-JtJRY. 

'WHEN by evil machinations, tending to no
, tIling lefs tI1an abfolute tyranny, trials by jury 
, have been difcontinued; an(1 juries in difcharge 
, of their duty 113\"C affembled, and as roon as met 
'filently and arbitrarily difmiffed \"itl10Ut be
, ing impannel1ed, ,,,hereby, in conteulpt of l\fag
, Ila Charta, jullice has beell delayed and denied: 
, it cannot but afford to eycry good citizen, tl1e 
, moil fincere fatisfaClioll, once 1110re to fee juries, 
, as tIley no\vare, legally illlp~nn~11eJ, to tl1C end 
, tllat tIle la,,,s Inay be duly adnlinificrcd.-I do 
, moll lleartily cOllgr~~tulatc you upon to inlpor~ 
, tant an event. 

'IN tllis court, \\'llCrl; iilencc llas hllt too long 
'prcfidcll, \vitII a direct purpofe to loo[cn the 
, bands (If govcrlllllcnt, that tllis country 111igllt 
, be illyolved ill anarchy and confufion; you 3rt 

, no\\" lllct to rl:gulate your ,"crdids, unJcr a nc,\ 
, cOllfiitutioll of gO"crl1111ellt, independent of royal 
, autllority-a COllfi.itutioll \\ llicll arof(! accordint~ 
, to the great la\v of n,lturc and of nations; all .. ~ 

, ,,"11 : c
' . .... ...,. 
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'which was eftablifued in the late Congref. 00 

'the 26th day of l\Iarch laft-A day that will 
C be cvt-r memorable in this country-a month, 
C remarkable in our hiftory, for baving given birth 
c to the original confiitution of our governlDcnt in 
, the year 1669; for being tl1= zra of the Ame
C rican calamities by tIle ftalllp-atl in the year 
C 1765; for being tIle date of the repeal of that 
C aCt in the tollowing year.-But I proceed to lay 
~ J>cfore you, thc principal caufes lellding to the 
'late revolution of our governm(nt-the Jaw 
c upon the. point-and the benefits refulting from 
'that hapI1Y and neceffary ef1:ablifhment.·~-:l·hc 
~ importance of the tranfaCtion defervf:s fu~h a 
, {late-tIle occafiOtl demands,-and our future 
C welfare requires it : to do this may take up fome 
C little tilne; but tIle ful)jefi is of the high(:fl: 
C moment; and worthy of your particular atten
, tio~: I "rill therefore confine 01Y· difco'..trfe to 

, th;tt Rreat point; and after charging ),Oll ~o at
c .tend to the due obfervance of the jury.law, and 
C [he patrol and negro aas, forbearing to nlenti'on 
.' the other comUlon duties of a grand-jury, I will 
, expound to you, THE CONs·rlrrUTION OF YO,UK 

, COUNTRY. 

, TIl E IIoufe of Brunf,vick. \\"as yet fcarcely 
, ft:ttlecl in the Britifh throne, to which it had betn 
C called by a free people, \Vl1en in the year 1719, 
, our anceftors ill tllis country, finding that th~ 
C governnlent ,of the lords proprietors (lpcrated 
, to their ruin, exercifed tIle rights tranflnittf!d 

, to 
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, to them by their forefathers· of England; and 
f calling off the proprietary authority, caned upon 
, the boufe of Brunf\vick to rule o,'er tbem-a 
, houfe elevated to royal dominion, for no· other 
, purpofe than to prefer,'e to a people their una .. 
f lienable rights. The King accepted the invila
, tion; and th~reby indifputably admitted the 
'legality of that revolution. And ill fo doing, 
, by his own aCt, he vefl:ed in thofe· our forefa
'thers, and in us their pofterity, a clear right to 
f efl:~a another Te,'olution, if ever the govern
, ment of the houfc of Brunfltick fhould operate 
c to the ruin of tIle people.-So the excellent 
c Itoman Emperor 1--rajan, delivered a fword to 

, Saburanus his captain of tIle Prretorian guard, 
'with this adnlired fentence: " Receive this 
" fword, and ufe it to defend me if I govern well, 
" but againfl me if I behave ill." 

, WITH jo)'ful 3cclamations, our ;ncellors, by 
, aft of affembly, 11afied Oil the I Rth day of All

J guft 1721 , RECOGNIZED tIle Britifh monarch: 
, the virtues of the fecond George are ftill revered 
C among US-If E \vas the father of his people: 
'and it ,"'as witl) cxtacy ,,,·c faw his grandfon 
, George the rl'hird Illount tIle throne po!Tt:fi~d of 
, the llearts of his fubjetls. 

C BUT alas! l\lnloft \\·itl1 the comln~ncenlent 
, .of his reign, llis fubjeas felt CJllft"s to conlpl~in 
, of governln~nt. The reign advanced-the grie,".
~ 2nces becanle l110rc nUlllerOU$ and intolcrable-

1) c the 
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'the complaints nlore general and loud---the 
, ,vhole enlpire refounded with the cries of in
c jured fubjeBs! At lengtll, grievances being un. 
, redrefied and ever encreafing ; all patience being 
, borne do\vn ; all hope d1.11roycd ; all confidence 
, in royal government blafted !-Behold! the em. 
~ rire is rent from pole to pole !-perhaps to con. 
, tinue afunder forever! 

, rrl) F: catalogue of our oppreffions, contincn. 
, tal and local, is enormous. Of rueh oppreffions, 
, I \viII mention only fOllle of the mofl: weighty. 

, U ~ DE R colour of law, the King and parlia
, ment of Great.Britain have made the moft ar
, bitrary atte:11ptS to enflave America; 

, By cla!ming a right TO BIND 1:Jl£ COLO. 

e ~IES, " IS ALL C.\SI-~S \\')I~\TSOEVr..R ;" 

, By laying dutiLS at tlleir Illcrc , .... ill and plea .. 
, fure lIpan ~ll tl1~ colonies ; 

, By fufpcading the )c~inature of Nc\v-York; 
, By rendering the l\nlerican charters of no 

, \Oalidity, 113ving annulled the moft materi:ll parts 
, of the charter of the i\laffachufetts-Bay ; 

'13y dive!!ing tllultitudcs of the coronjfl~ of 
, tl!cir property, \vithout leg:ll accufatio~l or trial j 

'By depriving \vllole colonIes of tIle bounty 
, of ProvideHcc on their o\vn proper coafi3; in 
, order to coerce them by famine; 

'By rcflriCting the trade and COln:ncrcc of 
, Anlt.:rica ; 

, By ft.:nding to, and continuing in, ,,\nlcrica, 
, in 
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C in time of peace, all armed force, witllout, and 
, 3gainft, the confent of the people; 

, By granting impunity to a foldiery inftigatc.u 
, to murder the Alnericans ; _ 

, By declaring, that tIle people of IVIaffachu
'fetts-Bay are liable for ofiences, 01' pretended 
C offences, done in that colony, to be rent to, and 
c tried for tIle fame in ESGLAND; or in any co .. 
e LONY 'VHERE they cannot Ila\'e the benefit of 
c; a jury of the vicinage ; 

, By eflablilhing in ~tebec the Ronlan Catllo
'lie religion, and an arbitrary governlncnt; ill

~ {lead of tIle Protcftant religion and a free go
, vernmcnt. 

, TIlE proceedings \\'hich I .. llavc enlll11crated, 
'either ilnmediately or in their evident confe
c quencc.s, deeply aff~cted all the colonies: ruin 
'flared them in the face, 1'hev unite,} tllcir 

.J 

, counfels, and laid their jufl: cOll1plaints before the 
'throne, praying a rcdrefs of grievances. But, 
, to their aftonifhment, their dutiful petition for 
'peace and fafcty, was anfwcred, only by an 
, atrual comnlcncement of war and military de
, ftrtlfiion ! 

, IN the nle~n.time, the Britifll troops that 11ad 
• been peaceably received by tIle devoted illhabi. 
, tants of Bollon, as the troops of their fovertign 
, bound to proteCt them! fortified that town, to 
, imprifon the inllabitants, and to 110ld tllat capi
< tal againfl: the people to wilonl it belonged! 

, And 
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'And the Britifh rulers having deternlined td 
c appeal fraIn reafon and jutlice, to violence and 
& arms, a feleCt body of tllofe troops, being in 
c the night fuddenly and privately nlarched front 
C Borton-at Lexington, on the 19th day of April 
, li7S .. tIley, by furprize, drew the fword of ci~ 
, vii war, and plllnged it into the breafls of the 
C Anlericans! Againfl: this horrid injult:ice, the 
c .Almighty ~ave infl:ant judgnlcnt: an handful of 
c country Inilitia badly armed, fuddenlv col1eded, 
c and unconnefledly and irregltlarly brought up 
c to r~pel the attack, difcomfited the regular 
C bands of the tyranny; they retreated, and night 
, faved them fronl total flaughter. 

C THUS forced to take llIl arms in our O\Vn de
c fence, A!nerica yet again molt (Iutifully petitt
coned the King, that he \vould " be plea fed to ~ 
" direct (onle mode .. by ,vhich tl1e unitt:d appli. 
" cations of his faithful colonifis to the throne, 
"in prefence of their COlnJnOn councils, 111igbt 
Ie he itnproved into a happy and ]lernlancnt r~. 

c, conciliation; and that in the mean titne, meCl· 
c, furcs ntight be taken for preventing the further 
"deflruclion of tIle lives of his l\lajefiy's fub
" jeds : "-but it \vas in yain !-'l~hc petition Oil 

c the part of 11lillions, praying- tl1at the etfufion 
C of blood nligllt be STr\YF.D, ,vas not thought 
c worthy of an anf,ver! rr:le nffariollt; \var conti. 
C nued. rrhc ruin~ of Charleflon, l~alnlottth and 
c ~orfolk, to'\~ns not conflruCl:c:d for of},:nce or 
C defence, mark the Ilutn,!nc I')rogrc(~ of tIle royal 

, arms: 
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i armi: fo tIle ruins of Carthage, Corinth and 
~ Numantium, proclainled to the world that jur
e ticc was expelled the Roman fcoate I-On the 
e other hand. the fortitude with which America 
, has endured thefe civil and military outrages; 
• the union of ller people, as aftonifhing as un
'precedentcd, when we confider their various 
'manners and religious tenets; their diftance 
, from each otller; their various and clafhing 10. 
C cal interells; their felf.denial; and tl1eir mira
, culous ruecers in the profccution of the \var: I 
, fay tllefe things all demonfirate tllat the Lord of 
, Hofts is on our fide! So it is apparent, that tIle 
'Alnligllty ConftruClor of the uni~erfc:, baving 
, formed tllis continent of materials to COlnpote 
, a {late pre-eminent in the world, is now making 
, ure of the tyranny of the Britifh rulers, as all 

, inltrument to fafhion and arrange thofe materials 
, for the end, for which, in llis \Vifdoln, heilad 
, formed them. 

'IN t1lis enlightened age, humallity l11Uft be 
C particularly lliocked at a rccit~l of ruch ,?io
c lenccs; and it is fcarce to be belic\"ed, that the 
, BritiOl tyranny could entertain an idea of pro
'ceeding againll: America, by a train of nlore 
, difhonourable machinations. But, nothing lcfs 
, than abfolute proof llas cOllvinccd \1~, tl,at in 
c the carrying on the confpir~\cy againft the rights 
, of hUlnanity, tIle tyrallny is capable of attC111pt-

, iog to perpetrate whatc,"cr is infa1110us. 

, l~oR 
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, FoR. tIle little purpofe of difarming the impri~ 
, foned inhabitants of Bollon, the Kin~'s general, 
, Gage, in the face of day, violated tIle publick 
, faith by himfelf plighted; and in concert \\"ith 
'other governors, and witll Jol1n Stuart, he 
c made every attempt to inftigate the favage oa. 
c tions to ,var upon the foutllern colonies, indif
, criminately to maffacre nlao, woman and Cl1ild ! 
'tile governors ill general llave demollftrat. 
'cd, that truth is not in them; they have en
e veigled negroes from, and have armed them 
, againft their mafi:ers; they l1ave armed brother 
'againft brother-fon againft fatll~r !-Oh AI. 
, mighty DireCtor of the uoiverft! Wllat confi
'dence can be put in a government ruling by 
C fuch engines, and upon ruch principles of un
C natural defiruaion !-A government, that on 
, the 2.1 fi: day of December Jail, lnade a la\v, eX 

, poft faao, to jufiify what had heen done, not 
,; only \vithout Jaw, but in its nature unjufl !-a 
, law to make prize of all ycfT"els trading in, to, 
e or frolll tIle United Co)onics~a law to make 
, {laves of the crews of fuch vcffels, and to com
e pel theln to bear arlDS againfl their confcicnce, 
C their fathers, their bleeding country!-The 
'world, fo old as it is, Ileretofore had nevrr 
, heard of fo atrocious a procedure: it has no 
'parailel ill the rcgifiers of tyranny.-But to 
, proceed, 

c '1~}( E King's judges in this country refufed to 
, adminifter jullice; and the late governor lord 

, 'Villiam 
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, William Campbell, aCting 3. the King's repre
, fentativc for him and on his behalf, having cn
'dcavoured to fubvert the Conflitution of this 
, country, by breaking the original contraCl be
, tween King and people, attacking the people by 
, force of arms; having violated the fUlldamental 
, laws; having carried off the great real, and hav
e ing withdrawn himfelf out of this colony, he 
, abdicated the government. 

C OPPRESSED by fuch a variety of enormous 
'injuries, continental and local, civil and milita
, tary; and by di\'ers ()ther arbitrary and i1legaI 
, courfes; all done and perpetrated by the affent, 
, cOllimand or fuiferance, of the King of Great .. 
, Britain; the reprefentatives of Soutll-Carolina 
, in Congrcfs affembled, found tllenlfelves under 
• an unavoidable neceility of cfiablifhing a form 
, of government, \vith po\vers legiflative, execu
'tive and judicial, for the good of tile people; 
, the origin and great end of all jllft governnlcnt. 
e '[t"or this 0111y end, the lloufe of Brunf\vick 
, was· called to rule oyer llS.-0h! 3g()nizing 
, r~fleaion! tIl at 110ule ruled lIS ,vith f\vords, 
, fire and bayonets! l'he Britifll fTO,"Crnlllent ope-

~ 0 

'rated only to our deflruCtion. Nature crieu 
'aloud, fclf"l)rcfer,ration is tIle great la\\'-\rc: 
, have but obcved. 

J 

, IF I turtl Illy tllought:-; to recolleCt ill lliftory, 
, a change of govcrl11nent UpOll lllor~ cogcIlt rca

~ fons; I fay, I kno\y of 110 (llange llpOIl prill('i. 
, l)lc~ 
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• pIes Co provoking-compelling-juflifiable. And 
, in tb~fc refpcCls, even the famous revolution in 
, England ill the year 1688, is much inferior.
, Ho\vever, we need no better authority than 
, that illuftrious pr~cedent; and I will therefore 
, cOlllpare the caufes of, and the law upon the 
, two events. 

C ON the feventh of February 1688, the lords 
, and commons of England, in convention, com· 
e pletcd the follo\ving refolution: 

"RESOL'~£D, that King Janles tIle Second 
" havjng endeavoured to fubvert the confiitution 
" of the kingdom, by breaking the original con· 
" tra8: between King and people; and, by the 
"advice of Jcfuits and otllcr ,,"irked perron., 
'c having violated the fundamental la\vs; and 
"ha,oing withdra,vn hil11felf out of this king
" dom; has abdicated the go\'ernUlcnt, and that 
" the throne is tllereby vacant." 

, TJIAT famous refolution depri,"cJ James of 
, his crown; and becanle the foundation on \\,Ilich 
, tIle throne of the prefcnt King of Great-13ritain 
, is built-it alfo fupports the edifice of govern
, nlent \vhich we llave creaed. 

, I~ that refolve, tllcre arc but thr~e flaS fielt
, ell to )lave been done by Janles: I \\'ill point 
, tllem out, and examine, whether tl1of~ fa8:s will 
" apply to the prefcnt King of Cr,-"at .. Britain, with 

're~~~ 
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c .regard to the operations of government, by him 
, or his. reprcfenrative, immediately or by confe-

"c qucnce affeCliog this colony. . . 

c THE fira faa is,. the having cndeavo~ed to 
• {"bvert . the conftitution of the kingdom, by 
, breaking the original contratl. 

, TH E violation of the fundamental laws is the 
, fecond faa; and ia fupport of there two charges, 
C the lords fpiritual and temporal and CODlmons, 
'affembled at Weftlninfler on the 12th day of 
'February 1688, declared that James was guil
'ty ; 

ce By affuming and exercifing a power of dif. 
c"-penfing with, and fufpenriing of laws, and the 
"ex-ecution of laws, without confent of partia
c, mcnt ; 

cc By committing and profecuting div~rs WOf

ee thy prelates, for humbly petitioning to be ~x
"cured from concurring to the raid affunied 
" power; 

'e By iffuing and caufing to be executed a com
e, miffioll, und·er the great feal, for ereCl:ing a 
,c court, called Tile Court of Comnliffioners for 
" Eccle6aftical Caufes ; 

,e By levying mOlley "for and to the ure of the 
'c crowD. by pretence o..f prerogative, for other 
e, time, and in otiler manner, tllan the fam~ was 
" grante~ by parliament; 

" By raifing and keeping a {landing army with. 
<t ee in 
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" in this kingdom in time of peace, without ~D. 
cc fr~t ~f parlillDCDt; and quartering !Oldicr. 
" contrary to law ; 

" By caufing feveral good fubjca., being Pro
"tdllDtI, to be difarmcd, at the fame time 
" when Papilla werc both armed au employed 
" contrary to law; 

" By violating the freedom of elcaion of mem • 
.. 1»«. to jC"C in parliament; 

" By profccutiona in the court of ~Cs beach, 
cc for mattcrs and caufes cognizable onTy in 1*-
" liamcnt; and by diYCfI other arbitrary ad 
'c illegal .courfcs. J, 

c TSI s declaration, thus colltainmg two poi .. 
, of criminality-breach of the original cODtract, 

• and yiolation of fuoclamcntallawl--1 am to eli(. 
c tinguifh one from the other. 

c IN the firO: place then, it is laid down in the 
, beft law-authorities, that proteflion ad fubjec
c tion are reciprocal; and tllat tllcfe reciprocal 
, duties form the original contratl betwcen King 
• and people. It therefore follows, that the ori
c gina! contraB: ,,'as broken by Jam~s's conduCt 
• as above ftated, which amounted to a not af· 
C fording: duc proteaion to his people. And it is 
C as clear that hc violated tile fundamental Jaws, 
, by the fufpcnding of laws, and the execution 
• of laws; by levyiag money; by violating the 
• fr _~dom of election of members to Cervc in par
c liamcnt ; by keeping a ftanding army jn time of 

, peace; 
~ 
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, peace; and by quartering foldier. contrary to 
, law; and .ithout confent of parliament; which 
c is as much as to fay, that he did thofc thiogs 
, witbout confent of the legiRative' affembly, chofen 
'by the PERS1>NAL ELECTION of that' people, 
C <,ver"whom' fnch doings were excrcifed~ 

C THESE points, rea(omngs and ct)dctllfions, 
C being fettled in, deduced from, and cftablifhcd 
'upon parliamentary proceedings, and the beft 
'law-authorities, muft· ever remain uofhaken. 
C I am now' to undertake the difagreeabte talk. of 
'examining, whether they' will apply to the' vio
e lences- which have lighted up, and' now feed the' 
, fames' of civil Wlr in America. 

C' JAMES the Second fufpended the operation
, of laws-George the Third caufed the' charter 
C of the Maifachufetts-Bay to be in ctfea annihi. 
, lated; he fufpended the operation of the law 
C which formed a legiOature in New .. York, veft
• iog it with adeqllate po\\rers; and, thereby hoe 
, anfed the very ability of making' la·ws in that 
c colony to be. furpended. 

t' 

C KING James levied money without the" con. 
e Cent of the reprefentatives of the people! called 
• upon· to pay it--King G~orge has levied money 
C upon America, not only \\~ithout, but expt('fsly 
C againft the confent of the r~prc:fentatives of the 
C ptopte in America. 

, KING 
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~ -KrNG James violated the freedom of elte
c. tion of members to fervl! in parliament---Kiog 
C George, by his reprefentative lord William 
~ Campbell ailing for l1im and on his behalf, 
C broke through a fundamental law of this country, 
C for the certain holding of general affembJies -; and 
, thereby, as far as in him lay, not only violat. 
e ed, but annillilated tile very ability of holding 
, a general affembly. 

C KING James, in time of peace, kept a nand. 
, ing army in England, witllout confent of the 
c rtprefentatives of tIle people among whom that 
c army was k~pt-Kjng George hath, in time of 
, peace, invaded this continent with a large nand. 
, ing army without the confent, and he hath kept 
c it- within this continent, exprefsly againft tbe 
'confcnt of the reprtfentati,·es of the people, 
c among whom the arnlY is pofted. 

Co ALL which doings by King George the Thitd, 
c refpeaing America, are as mucll contrary to 
c our interc.fts and welfare; 3. much againft Jaw, 
, and tend as much, at leaft, to fubvcrt and ex· 
, tirpate the liberties of tItis colony, and of Ame
, rica; as tIle fimilar proceedings by James the 
, Second operated rcf~aing tile people of Eng
e land. For the fame principle of law touching 
, tIle premifes, equally applies to· the people of 
C England in tIle one cafe, and to· the people of 
C America in the otller. And tIlis is the great 
'principle. Certain acts done, o,'er and affelt. 

, ing 
J 
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'ing a people, againft and without THEil.. -CON
, SENIOr cxprelfed by THEMSELVES, or by llEPllE-

, SE.N1"ATIVES of their OWN E~ECTION.~Upon 
, this- only principle was grounded the cO.~~.iDta 
'of the people of England~\1pon the f~e is 
, grounded the complaints of the people of Ame
'rica. And hence it clearly follows, that if J~AlCS 
c the Second ,·iolated the ,fundamental. laws of 
'England, George the 1"hird Qath alfo violated 
, the fundamental laws of America. 

, AGAIN: 

, KING James broke the origin~ cOIib:aCl, by 
c. not affording due proteaion to his fubje~, . .aI
e though he was not charged with having feiz.ed. 
e their towns, and with ha"ing.held thc~ aga.inlt 
, the pcople-or with haviJlg laid theln in. ruins 
, by his arms-or with having feized thei~ veifcls 
e -or with having purfued the people \vith .fire 
, and fword ...... or with having declared tll~ln rebels, 
'.for . refifting his arms levelled to dcftroy .. their 
'lives, li~rt~~~ a~d properties-But Gc~rge the 
'.Tbitd batll <lQl)e, .. all thofe . things againft Amc
, rica; and it .. is-- tllerefore undeniable, .that he 
, bath not.afforded due protd\:ion to t~ pc~ple. 
C Wherefore, if James tJ1C Sec~nd broke the ori. 
'. ginal con~~a, it is .ua~e~iabJ~ tl1~.George .the 
"' Third hastalfo brQ~ell ~-pe. Oligil)~ll co~traa be
e .twecn:King r and people;. and· ih~t. he .Dl~d~ ure 
, of. 'be nloft violent. mea{ures by ;wll.icl~ ·it .. };oulJ 
'be done-Violences, of which JAMES was 
, GUILTLEss-Mcafurea, carrying conflagration,-

malfacre 
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, matracre 211d -open .at amidA a ~te, \Vtto(e 

C fabjeflion to the King of Great.Britain, tile 
C law holds to be due, only as- a return for pre.: 
'teaieft- AIKi f& tetracious, and cl~at' is the laW' 
• upotl -this- very principle, that it g. laid doWft,! 
• {objeCtion is' not clue even to a'-KiRK de· jure Or 
, of right; unlefs he- be alfo King de faao or in-
c poBeftion Dr the exccati..: pcnYers difperifiDg' 
, prote&ion. 

, AGAIN: The third faa charged againfl: Jamea, 
, is, that he withdrew himfelf out of the ki-Hgdom: 
.- And we know that the people of t-his counfry 
C have declared, that lord William Cam~U,- t~ 
'King of Great-Britain's rcprefeatative, ,e hav. 
e, ing ufed his 1ltmoll eilerts to deftroy- tile lives, 
c, liberties and properties of the good people hm,' 
" whom by- the duty of his" ftation he ~ bfluMr 
"to proteCt, withdrew birnftlf mlf- of the colo
"DT."-HOlce ~ will appear, tirat George· tic
• Tilird. hath withdrawn himfclf out of this c ... · 
, ny, provided' it be eftablifhed, that ~aly the~ 
~ fame D:Jtural confequen·ce refulted &bar tile' 
c withdrawing in each" cafe refpeC1:i,'tfy: K.ing" 
'James perf On ally· out of England; 'and, King' 
, George out of etrolina, by the agen~y of bi.· 
, fubftitute' and reprefentative lord Wffii:im- camp
c- bell.-By- King Jamei's witbdrawjrigt ~tbe· e.1Ce-· 
c cutive magifirate ... gone, merf: by; jn~ the· eye , 
, of the law, the ~xecllri"e -magiftrat~· was dead, 
, and of confequence royal gO'fernment aaually' 
• ceafed in England-So by· King GeoFge's re~·-

, fentative's 
of _/ -
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• fentativc'~ withdrawing, the ezecutive.masiftrate 
',was gOlle, the death in law became apparent, 
c and of confequcDcc Toyal perDlIlent atlu&lly 
, :cafed in this colo117. LoRI William withdrew 
• .. :tbeKing'1 rcprcfcDtati.e, caTryi~ oW the 
I -,reat ical and royal inftruaions to gOV.erDOr8, 

'~aDd aaing for aad on the part of his princi.pal, 
, b.y c¥cry ·conftr·uaion of law, that conduB: be. 
'came thccODdua of hi.s principal; .aDd thus, 
, James the Second withdrew out of England; 
, and Geor-g.c the rrhird withdrew out of South. 
e Carolina; and by ruth a conduCl .rcfpcaiwcly, 
, .the people in each country were exaaly ill the 
c iime degree injucd. 

'THE three fact. againft Kiag James being 
• thus i.tecl and .compared .ith fimilar proceed. 
, jagS by K.ing George, we are DOW to afccrtain 
, the remIt of the iDjur~1 done by the firft, and 
'the law upon that point; which, beiAg afcer
"ained, muft naturally coniitute the judgmeRt 
'. law, upon the refult of the fimilar injuries 
'dQnc: by the lail: and I am happy that I can 
, give you the ldl aathority upon this importaDt-, . 

. polDt. 

'TI.EATING upon Jhia great precedeDt in COD. 
• ~it"tional law, tIle learned judge Blackftoae 
I _lares, -that the refult of the faCls " amouDtcd 
., to an abdic:atic)o of the goycrnmcnt, which 
".aicatioft did not affect only the perfon of 
., the King bimfclf, but aJCo all his heirs;" aDd 

c'rendered 



( 120 ) 

" rendered the throne abfolutely and completely 
"vacant." Thus it clearly ~ppearSt that the go .. 
'vemment was not abdicated, and the throne
, vacated, by the refolution of the lords and COIB

e m,?os; but, that the rcfolution was only deda. 
c ratory of the 'law of nature and' rearon, upma 
, the refolt of the injuries proceeding from the 
'three combined faas of mal-adminiftration • ....: 
, And thus, as I have on the foot of the heft au-
C thorities made it evident, that George the Third, 
C King of Great-Britain, has endeavoured to ·fub-
e vert the conftitution of this country, by break. 
'ing the original contra& between King and 
, people; by the advice of wicked perron. baa 
e violat~d the fundamental laws; and hi. with-
e drawn himfelf by withdrawing the C!onftitutional 
, benefits of the kingly of6c~, and hi' proteaiOl . 
• out of this country: from fuch a refult of ift.. 
'juries, from ruch a conjunaure of circum-
, fiances-the law of the land authorizes me to 
• declare, and it is my duty boldly to declare the 
• law, that George the Third, King of Grell
e Britain, has abdicat~d the government, and that 
c the throne is thereby vacant; that is, H:: BAI 

'NO AUTHOI.ITY OVER. us, and WE OWE )10 

, OBEDIENCE TO H ..• _ The Britifh minill:crs 
, already have prcfented a ct Lrge of mine to the 
, notice of the lords and commons in parliament; 
'and I 'am nothing loath that 'they take equal 
c refentment againft this charge. For, fupported' 
'by the fundamental Jaws of the conflitution, 
c and engaged as I am in tIle clure of virtue.-. 

, I fear 
i d 
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c I f~ar no conCequences from tlleir machinations. 

'TliUS, haying Rated the principal caures of 
, our Iaft revolution, it is as clear as the fun in the 
, meridian, that George the 1'hird has injured 
c the Americans, at leaft as gri~voufly as James 
, the S~cond injured tIle people of Lllgland; but 
, that James did not opprefs there in fo criminal 
, a manner as George 113S oppreffed tIle Anleri
'cans. Having alfo ftated tIle la\v on the caft:, I 
, am naturally I~d to point out to you, fome of 
, the great benefits tefulting from that revolution. 

'IN one word, tI1en, you have a form of go
, VeTnment in every refpeB: preferable to the mode 
C under the Britilh authority; and this will moR 
, clearly appear by contrafling the t\VO forms of 
, government. 

, UNDEIl the Britifh authority governors were 
, rcnt over to us, who were utterly unacquainted 
e with our local intercfts, the genius of the peo
e pIc, and our laws; generally they were but too 
, much difpofed to obey the nlandates of an arbi
e trary minifter; and if the governor behaved ill, 
, we could not by any peaceable Incans procure 
'red~fs.-But, under our Ilrefent happy confti
e tution, our executive magillratc ariies according 
, to the fpirit and letter of Holy Writ-" their 
"governors thall proceed fronl the Dlidfi: of 
"them." ThllS, tIle people have an opportunity 
, of choofing a mao intiOlatc.ly acqllainted with 

It ' their 
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c thei r true interefis, tlleir genius, and their laws; 
, a Inall perfc.:Ctly difpofed to defend them againft 
, arbitrary olinifiers; and to pr0l110te the happi. 
, llefs of that people frolll 31nong WhOlll lIe was 
, eleyated; and by \vhom, without the Icaft rliffi. 
, culey, he nlay be rCllloved 311d blended in the 
, (On1n1011 Inais. 

c AG A IN: Under the BritiOl autllority it was 
, ill eflter declared, th.lt we llad no property; 
, 11ay, that ,,·c could not panefs allY; and that 
, \\7e had not any of tIle rigl1ts of humanity. For 
, mc..~n ,,·-ho knc\v lIS not, metl "rho gained in pro
, Jl0rtion as \ve loft, arrogated to tllenlfelves a 
, rigbt TO BIND lTS J~ ALL CASES 'VI-JATSO£

, '" ER !-But our conflitution is calculated to 
, F~ Il I~ E us from foreign bondage; to fecure to 
, us our property; to Illaintain to us the rights 
, of hunlatlity ; and to defelld us and our pofieri. 
, ty, againfi: Britiill authority, aiuling to reduce 
, us to the moil abject ilaycry ! 

, AG A I ~ : P]-he Britifll (luthority {}cciarcJ, that 
, \YC 1l10111J not crc[t nitting.nlill~-and, to this 
, unjufi: la\v, \VC ilnplicitly and rcfj"H:clfully fub
e lllittcd fo lon~, as \vitil faft:ty to our li\'cS we 
, could Jielu obedience to fuell :luthority-but a 
, refolu[ion of Cotlgr('f~ now grant'} a I>rcrnium 
, to encourage the conflruction ()f fuel1 luilJs. 
, '-rhe Driti£h autilority clifcourclgeu cur attc111pt
, ing to lllaflufaCl:ure for our 0'\,11 confutnption-
'bl!t t!l(; llt \y conftitution, hy 3\lthorihing the 
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'Jifuurfet1l.ent of large fnnls of 1110ney hy ,vay 
, of loan, or prenliunl, cncourat!cs the 111ak ing 
'of iron, bar-flce), n:il .. rods, gun-Iock~, gun
, barrels, fulpllur, nitre, glln-Ilo \vdcr, Itad, 'vooJ. 
'lens, cottons, linen.), F~'per anti fait. 

, UI10N the ,vItale, it h3S l}~~n tIle policy of the 
C Britifh autllority, to oblige us to fupp1y our 
, wants at their nlarl.;.ct, which is ~hc dcareft ill 

'tIle kno\vn \,'orld; and to cranlI) anli confine 
C our trade fo as to be fubfcrvient to their conl
'nlcrce, our real interef! 11c:ing ever out of tIle 
, queftion.-On the otller hand tIle I1t:\V confli. 
«tution is wifely' adaIltcd to tl1abJe us to trade 
, ,,·ith forcigll llations, and tllcrehy to fUP1>ly our 
, \vants at the cllcapeft Inarkets itl the Ulli\Tcrfe; 
, to extent} our trade infinitely lleYllllu ",hat it 
, has ever t)een knO\Vll; to tncourage nlanufac
'turers aniong tIS; a 11(1 it is l'leculiarly forllleu 
'to prOlllote tIle happineIs of tIle pt"opJe, fronl 
, alnong \VhOIIl, by virtue and merit, "r HE rOOR

, EST ~, A N 111 it Y a rri \" c at T I I E 11) GIl F. S T 1) I G ~ I .. 

'Ty.-Oh (~arolinians! llappy ,yotlld lUll be 
, under tIlis ne\v cOllflitution, if you l~lle,v your 
C happy flate. 

'POSSESSF.D of a confiitlltion of govcrntnent, 
, founJed upon fa generous, equ31 atld natural a 
'principle,-a governtnel1t exprefsly caiculatelt 
, to lllakc the p~oplc rich, po\verfu], virtuolls an(1 
'happy, ,'\"ho can wifll to chanty,e it, to return 
, under a royal governlnent; tile vital prin('il)lt'~ 

, ('t 
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, of whicll, are tIle rcverfc in every particular! It 
, was llly duty to lay this happy conflitution be
e fore you, in its genuine light-it is Jour duty 
, to underftand-to inftrud othcrs-an.l to de
c fend it. 

, I nlight here, \\,ith propriet~-, quit this truly 
C important fllbjccl, but Iny anxiety for tIle pub
click \veal, cOlllpels 1l1C yet to detain your attcn· 
C tion, while I Inake an ohft=rvation or t\\-O, upon 
c one particular part of the conflitution. 

C ,V HEN all tIle \'arious attempts to e'lflave 
, Alnerica, by fraud under guife of la\v; by mi
c litary tllTeats; by famine; nlaffacre ; breach of 
, publick faith, and ollel} \var: I fay, \\,hen thefe 
c things are confidered on the one hand-and on 
, the other, the confiitution, cXllrefiing that fOllIe 

'mode of government filould be t:flablifhed, 
" until an accolllnlodation of tIle unhappy diffe
e, rences between Gl'cat-Britaill and Anlerica can 
c; be obtained-an {ycnt \\"hiell, thou:;h traduced 
" and treated as r~bcls, \"C fiill ardently defire:" 
, I fay, ,yIlt,} there t\VO points arc contraflcd, can 
c \ve avoid revering the nlagnaninlity of that great 
, council of the ftate, ,vho, after fuell injuries, 
, coull! entcrtaill fuch a principle !-But the "ir
C tuous are ever gellerollS: \VC do not \\'ilh re
C venge: \ve earnefily \{'inl an acconl111odation of 
, our tlnllappy difputcs ",itIl Grcat-Ilritain; for 
, we 11rcfer IJcace to \\9ar.-Nay, there nlay be 
, even fuell an arconlnlouation, a~)('xcluding every 
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, idea of revenue by taxation or duty, or of legif
, lation, by act of parliament, may veft the King 
, of Great-Britain with fuch a limited dominion 
, over us, as may tend, bona fide, to promote our 
, true commercial interefts, and to fecurc our free
, dom and rafety-the only juft ends of any do
c minion. But, while I declare thus much on the 
, one fide, on the other it is my duty alfo to de
c clare, that in Iny opinion our true commercial 
, interefts cannot be provided for, but by ruch a 
, material alteration of the Britifh aCl:s of naviga
, tion, as, according to the refolve of tIle llonoura
'ble the continental Congrefs, "\vill fecure the 
" comlnercial advantages of the whole elnpire to 
,e the mother country, and the commercial benefits 
c, of its refpeClive melllbers." Atld that our li
e berties and rarety cannot be depended upon, if 
c the King of Great-Britain fllould be allowed to 
, hold our forts and cannon; or to llave autllo
c rity over a fingle regiment in America; or a 
c fingl~ {hip of war in our ports.-For if he 110lds 
c our forts, he may turn theln againft us, as lIe 
e did Bonon againfl her proprietors: if he ac
'quires our cannon, lle ,viII effe8ually difarm 
c tIle colony: if he has a comlnand of troops 
'among us, even if \ve raife and pay them, iliac
, kles are fixed upon us-witnefs Ireland and her 
'national army. The 1l10ft exprefs atl: of 11ar
'liament cannot give us fecurity; for aai of 
, parlianlent are as eafily repealed as nlade. ]~oyal 
'prochllnations are not to be depended upon; 
, \\'itnefs the difappoilltnlents of tIle inllabitants 
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, of ~le-bcc and St. Augl.lfl:ine. Even a cllange 
, of Ininifiry \vill llot avail llS, becaufe, not"l'ith. 
, ftanding tIle rapilI fucceflion of minificrs, for 
, ,",-Iliell the Briti!11 court 11as been falnolls during 
c tIle prcfcnt reign, yet the fanle ruinous policy 
, ever contillued to l)rc,'ail againfl Anlcrica.-In 
, {hort, I think it Iny duty to declare in tIle a",ful 
, feat of jllfiice, and before Alnligllty God, that, 
c in nly Opillion, tIle Anlerican~ can llave no 1~ltcty 
'but by the l)ivinc l(clyour) tllcir 0\'"11 yirtue, 
, antI tlleir being fo prtldent as No-r TO LEA'-E 

'IT IN TIlE }'O\\-ER OF TIff: nRIT1S11 RULERS 

'TO I~Jt;RE TliE~[. Indeed the ruinous and 
, deadly injuries rccci\·~d on our fide, and the 
C jealoufies entertained, and ,vhich, ill the nature 
, of things, nluft daily encreaf~ againfi us on the 
c other; dClnonftrate to a lllind, in the lcaft given 
• to rcfieaion upon the rife and fall of clnl)ircs, 
, tllat true reconcilement never CaYl exifi bet,,'cen 
I Gr~at-Britain and A1nerica, the lattLr being in 
, fubjeaion to tIle fornler.-rl~he Almighty ere-
, ~teJ Alnerica to be independent of Britaill: Itt 
, tIS bc\vare of the ilnpicty of being back\vard to 
, aft a') inf1:runlent~ in the Alnligllty IIand, no,l; 
'extcIldcd to acconlpliHl llis I)urpofe; and by 
, tIle compl~tiotl of \vhicll alon~, AUlcrica, in the 
, nature or llunl~n afiairs, call be ft:curc again!l 
'tIle craft and infidious Jcii!{ns of !I E R f:}; E

, ~.! I Ie: S, 'Y II U T H I ~~ 1... I! E. R I) R 0 S PER 11:' Y A ~ D 

, PO\VER AI~RI':~\DY flY Fl\ll 1·()O GIlEi\'!'. 
, In a \\'ord, cur piety and political tlfety are fo 
, blendt:d, that to rcfufc our labol!rS ill this di"ine 
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'\\?ork, is to ref ufe to be a gre at, a free, a pious 
, and a bappy people! 

, A~l) no\v, ha,·ing left tIle inlportal1t alterna
'tive, political113ppint:fs or \vretcheJnefs, under 
, GOD, in a great degree in your O\Vn llands; I 
, pray tIle SUl)re.nl(! Arbiter of the affairs of men, 
, fo to direct your judgment, as that you may aCt 
, agreeably to ,,"hat feems to be his \vill, revealed 
, in his 111iraculous \l"orks in behalf of Alnerica, 
, bleeding at tIle altar of liberty!' 

TIl E Jentilnents contained in this charge, frolll 
the benell of jufiice, were re-echoed from the 
grand-juries in the difrerent diftriCls. D l~his firO: 
general afienlbly, agreeably to the COl1ftitutiol1 
they llad framed, ,,~as di1To\ved on the 2 I n: of 
oCtober of tIle fame year, and a general eleaioll 
for nlclllbers of legiOature was imnlediately held 
througllout the !tate. Such \vas the union of the 
people, and fo gellcral thc:ir acquiefccllce in the 
lueafur(s adOI)ted l)y their rCI)Tcfentati\Tes, that 
the fornler ll1clllbcrs \yere al1110fl univcrially re
turned. ~l'lle ne\v affctnl)ly Illet on tIle 6tll of 
DeCelltl1Cr 1 ii6, al1d, iTl a ft:\v days ~lftcr, re .. 
chaft: tIle fcrlncr 1)rl1~\]rnt alld ,·icc-prtfidcnt. 
r-rhe govcrnnlcnt had tntrgy, and \vas cl1eerfull)T 
obeyed. Sf) nlucll tranqtliEty rci!-~ned in evcry 
part of S()lltl1-(:artllina, that, after t lJe dt I)artur~ 
of the TIl itilh fleet ::nd arlJl}, in July, ~lnd tIle 
termination of the Chcrok.ee cxpcdjti01l in Dc-

tobt;r 
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tober 1776, events Wllich {hall hereafter be more 
particularly explained, the bulk of the people 
were fcarcely fenfible of any revolution, or that 
the country was at war. 

THE policy of the rulers in (leparting as little 
as pofiible from ancient forms and nalnrs, Inade 
the change of fovereignty lefs perceptible. The 
inhabitants had long been in the habit of receiv
ing )a\vs from a general affembly and council. 
The adminiflration of the go,·crnmcnt in times 
paR:, on tIle demife of the governor, had been 
uniformly committed to one of the council, under 
the title of prcfident. l'he people fclt themfelves 
fecure in their perfons and properties, and expe
rienced all the advantages of law and govern
ment. There benefits were cOlnlllunicated under 
old nanles, though derived from a new fove
reignty. Their ancient laws and CUftOlllS were 
generally retained. The kingly office ,,'as drop
ped, and the.! revolution took place ,,·itllout any 
violence or convulfion. 

SOUTH-CAR.OLINA was the firll of the United 
Cdlonies that fornled an independent confiitution; 
but as this was done on teulporary principles, the 
declaration of independence by the continental 
Congrefs, \vhich took place 011 the 4th of July 
1776, Inade it ncceffary to ne\v tnodel tllat teol
porary fornl of government, fa as to accommo
date it to that great event. So unlitnited ,vas the 
confidence wllich tIle il1Ilabitants rfpof~d in their 
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reprefentatives, that tIley entrufled the falne body 
of men with the power of revifing the conftitu. 
tion, as well as that of enaCt:ing laws. 1'he elec
tions in every part of tile {late \vere condutl:ed 
on the idea tllat the nlembers chofen, over and 
above the ordinary powers of legiflators, fllould 
have the power, to frame a new conftitution fuited 
to the:: declared independence of the ftate. Au-
thorized in this manner, the legiflature, in January 
1777, began the important bufinefs of framing 
a permanent form of government. The gene .. 
rOllS confidence repofed in the eleClcd by the 
eleCtors, met with a fuitable return of fidelity 
on their I>art. Inftead of increafing their own 
powers as legiflators, tlley diminifhed thofe of 
"Rich tIley were in poffcffion by tIle temporary 
conftitution, and extended the privileges of their 
conftituents: nor did they proceed to give a 
final fanCtion to their deliberations on the fulljett 
of the confiitution, tin they Ilad fublnittcd theln 
for the fpace of a )year to the confideration of 
the people at large. Fronl the general ilpproba
tion of the inllabitants, tlle ne,v conftitlltiol1 re
ceived all the authoritv '\1Ilicl1 CQuld llave be~n 

J 

~onferred on the l)roc{'"edings of a cOllventioll 
exprefsly delc:-gated for tIle excl~five purpofe of 
framing a form of government. 1~he tenlporary 
conftitution, ratified in l\larcll 1770, differs fronl 
that \vhich was fralncd in J 777 and I i78 in tIle 
following particldars. By the Iail the al1pellatioa 
of the country 'vas changed fronl colony to flatc, 
and of the cJlicf 111agillrate frolll 11refident tu 
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governor. A rotation was alfo c:ftablifhed in the 
offices of governor, privy-councillor, fheriff, trea. 
furer, fecretary of the {late, rrgil1er of Inefne 
conveyances, attorney-g~neral, furveyor-general, 
po\vder-receiver, collectors and comptrollers of 
the cuil:onls, fo that in the firft three offices no 
one perfon can ferve more than t\VO years out of 
fix, and in all the following ones no more than 
four years out of eigllt. And the legiflative au· 
thority ,vas reduced frool tllree to two branches. 
Infl:cad of the lcgiflative-council, flppointed by 
the confiitution of 1776, to he chofen by the 
reprefentatives of the peoille out of tlleir o\vn 
body, a fcnate, confifling of t\vcnty-eight Jncm. 
hers, eae}l lJp\vards of tllirty years of age, to be 
eleCted by the people in their refpcaive parilhes 
and diftriCl:s, 'vas, by the conflitution of 1778, 
conftitute(l a brancll of legiflaturc. l'hc oath 
prefcribed by the ten1porary conftitution of 1776, 
to be taken by all perfons chafen or appointed 
to any office, or to _lny place of truft, before en. 
tering on the ex~cution of office, ,vas in the fol. 
lo,ving words: ' I A. B. do f'ltear that I ,yi)), to 
c the utmon: of Illy po,ver, fupport, lnaintain and 
, defend tIle confl:itution of Soutll-Carolina a3 

, efiablifllc(l by Congre[~ on the !6tIl of l\'Iarch 
• J i76, until all acconlmodation of the differences 
, bet\veen Grcat.Dritaill antI .(\nlcricl. filall take 
, place, or I filall b~ rcleafcu frolll thi3 o~th by 
'tIle legiflative autllority of the f~lid colony.' 
nut by the perClancnt cO:1Ilitt!Lion, cIlablifhed 
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after the declaration of independence, it ,vas 
made nece1Tary for all ]1ublick officers, before en
tering on the cxecutioll of their offices, to take 
an oath in the following words: 'I A. B. do ac
, knowledge the nate of South·Carolina to be a 
"free, independent and fo\'ereign ftate; and that 
'the people thereof O\,Te no allegiance or obe
'dience to George the 1"hird, King of Gre:lt
, Britain. And I do renounce, refufe and ab
c jure any allegiance or obedience to hinl; and 
, I do fwear (or affirm) that I ""ill, to the 11tnlofi: 
'of my po\ver, fupport, maintain and dtfelld 
, the raid Rate againft tIle raid King George tile 
'Third, his lleirs and fucce1fors, and llis or tlleir 
'abettors, affifi:ants and adherfllts.' 

TH E confi.ittltion of 1776 'vas tilent on the 
fubjeB: of reJig:vus eflabliflllnent, llut that of 
1778 aboliflled e,"cry trace of fuperiority ,vhicll 
had before elevated anyone denOll1inatioll abol"c 
another, and put all ft:C\:s of Proteftants on tIle 
footing of 1110ft I)ertecr equality. It Ileld fortll 
toleration to all lnetl '\'h~ believed in a I)eity, 
and ordained a nominal eftablifhment of tIle l~ro
teftant religion, but left the clergy of all deno
nlinations witllout any publick fupport, to be 
malntained by tIle voluntary contributiollS of 
their adllerents. 

1'l1E ne,v cOJlflitution having been approved of 
by both tIle deliberati\~e branclles of legiflature, 
and alfo having gained tIle inlplied confent of tIle 
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people, tile general affembly and legitlative-council 
proceetled in Marcil 1778 to give it a final fane ... 
tiOll in the ~",rm of a la\v. 1'0 this end they pre. 
rented it to prefident Rutledge for his affent. By 
virtue of the negative po\ver delegated to him 
by the teillporary c()n£litutioll, he refufed to pafa 
it. He gave reafons for his refufJ.l in tIle fol. 
lo\\"ing fpeecI}, addrelfed to both houfes : 

, Honourable gentlenlen of the legiflative-council, 
, Air. Spcaktr, and gentlenlen of tile; gentral 
, afrembly, 

, YOUR pretcnting a bill \\9hicll I am under the 
, ahfolute ncccfIity of rcjeaing, gives me infinite 
, COnCer}l, as I llave very great deference for your 
c opinio'1. But I fllould betray tIle inlportant 
, truft repofed in 111e, atld be utterly \In\vorthy of 
, tIle publick cOIlfide:1ce, if any confiderationcould 
, induce me to fubmit Illy own judgolcnt upon this 
, occaflon to tllat of oth..:rs ho\vever refpeCtable. 

, 1--1:\ v IN G thorouglll y rC'iol \red tIle matter, I 
, think nl)'iclf t)ouud to refufc afTcnt to this bill; 
, and, being rcfponfiblc for the faithful difcharge 
C of nl y dut)T, to declare tIle reatons for fuch 
, rcfufal. 

, I Ilave taken an oath to prefiue oyer the peo
, lJ1e of this flate, according to tIle conftitution 
, or fornl of govcrnlncnt agrtcd to and refolved 
, upon 1)y tIle reprcfentatives of SOllth.Carolina 
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C in March 1776; it is therefore impoffible for 
, me, without breach of this folemn obligation, 
, to give nly fanClion to the eftablifllment of a 
, different nlode of government. But if I were 
, not reftrailled bv an oath, I fhould neverthelefs 

./ 

c put a negative on the bill, becaufe it annihilates 
, one branch of the legiflature, and transfers the 
, right of eleCling another branch from the ge
'neral affcmbly to the people;' 31id nothing is 
'ckarcr to me than that we have not lawflll 
C power fo to do. For, on the late diffolutioll 
, of government, tIle people, being at liberty to 
, choofe wllat forln tlley pleafed, agreed to one 
'vefting an autllority for nlaking the laws by 
, \,'hich they \\Fere to be bOUlld in tllree brallches~ 
'and cOlumitted it to th(~ care of the feveral 
'branches, 110t to be violated or infringed, but 
'to be preferyed as a iacred depofitc, as that fe
'curity of their lives, liberties and properties, 
c which, after nlature deliberation, they deemed 
, it wifefi: to provide. '!'he legil1ative authority, 
'being fixed and liulited, cannot change or de
, ftroy itfelf \vitllout fubverting the conflitution 
, froIll whicl1 it is dcrivetI. 'I'he people by tllat 
, delegated to us a po\ver of nlaking la,vs, not of 
, creating legitlators; and tllere can be no doubt 
C that it we llave authority to take the right of 
, eleCting a legiflative-council from tllat body ill 

'which tIle confiitution placed it, atlU give it to 
, another, we ll1ay not 0111y do the like witlI the 
, rig11t of eleCting nleUlbers of affenlbly, and a 
'prefident, but veO: the eleCtion of botl1 the ar. 
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, fembly and council in any other body inftead of 
, the people, and the election of a prefident in 
, rome other body than the council and affembly; 
, and that if we llave po\ver to lop one branch 
C of the legiflature, \\1C 1l1ay cut off eit)ler of the 
, other branclles, and fuif(!r tIle legiflative autho. 
, rity to be exercifed by the renlaining branch 
~ only, or abolifh the tllird alfo, and inveR: the 
& \vtlole autllority in fome otller perfon or body. 
, Nor is it chimerical to fuppofe that fuell infrac
, tions may be attenl}lted by others, {inee viola
, tions finlilar to there llave been committed. We 
, l~no\v tllat one of tl1e Iloufes of parliament voted 
, tIle other houfe ufelrfs :lnd dangerous, and that 
, it OUgllt to be abolilhed-',!'llat publick bodi~s, 
, eleded and eligible by the I,eople, have wrcfled 
'the rigllt of eleCtion from their confiituents, 
, filling up vacancies, \, .. hiell the deaths of rnem-
• bers occafioned, by tllcir o\vn choice-That 
, an Englifh parlialnent enatled a law empower .. 
, ing tIle King, for the tillle being, witll advice 
, of the tnajor part of 11is council, to fet forth 
, proclamations under fuel1 pains and penalties as 
'to hiln and them fhould feem ncceffary, and 
'declarillg that tllofe I){oclanlations fhould be 
, obferved as thougll they \vere made by aCt of 
, llarliamellt-l'llat offenders againft tltem ihould 
, be liable to the forfeitures and inlprifontllents 
, tllerein expreffed, and adjudged traitors jf they 
C fhculd quit tIle realm to avoid anfwering their 
'otlence-1'hat a Britilh triennial IJarJiament 
• con!lituted itfelf, and fucceeding parlianlents 
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• feptennial; and though frequent elections are 
'evidently for the benefit of tile people, tIley 
, have ftrove in vain for upwards of half a een .. 
c tury to abridge the tilne of their parlianlent's 
C duratioll. In {l1ort, \\'e know that freedom is 
c totally extinct in lllany nations lvhofe greateft 
, glory it was for ages, by tIle people's having 
'furrendered every privilege, and become flaves 
'to defpotifnl. Experience therefore teaches, 
, that it is the indifpenfible duty of every lover 
'of his country to adhere inflexibly to its con. 
'ftitution, not admitting any innovatioll of it, 
• though fpecious and plautlble, left the firft 
, making way for otllers, they ruth forward like 
• an inlpetuous torrent, bearing do\vn all before it. 

, SliPrOSIN G however tl1at \ve had po\ver to 
c fornl a new conftitution, I apprellend that the 
, caufes affigne{l for it are altogether infufficient. 
, l"he bill recites, " tllat the prefcnt "jas telnpo
c, rary only, and fuited to tIle fituation of publick 
" affairs ",lIen it \,pas refolved on, looking for
" ward to an acconl1Hodation with Great-Britain, 
"an event tl1en dcfired. But tIl at the United 
" Colonie~ llave finee been cOllfl:ituted indepcn .. 
" del1t ii&ltcs by tIle declaration of tIle llonourable 
"contint:ntal Congrcfs, and it is tllerefore be .. 
" CODle abfolutcly J1ccelfary to fralne a confiitll" 
"tion fuitell t9 tllat great event." Adlllitting 
, our fornl of gl.YCrnUlcl1t to be temporar}-, it i.; 
C to ContinllC llntil that aCC0I11Illodation {hall tal,c 
'place, until peace bc:t(\-een (;reat-flritain and 

, Anlerica 



( 136 ) 

, America {hall be concluded, though I do not 
C hold that it muft then be altered, and think it 
, 1houJd not, unlefs a better can be devifed. We 
, {till look forward to fuch accommodation, an 
C event as defirable now as it ever was, fo that 
, the fituation of publick affairs is in tllis refpeCt 
, the fame as when the conftitution was eftabli1h. 
, ed; and though indeed, fince the declaration 
C of independence, the ftyle of this country is 
, fomewhat altered, llaving be~n heret()fore one 
, of the Unite(i Colonies, and being 110W one of 
, the United States of America; )'et it cxercifcd, 
, and conftitutionally, the fame fupreme power 
, before as it has fince that period. Such decla. 
'ration therefore cannot make it neceffary to 
'cl1ange tile fornl of go,"ernntellt, nor can I 
, conceive any reafon which does. rl'he good of 
, tIle people being the end of government, that 
, is the beft form under which tl1t:y arc llappieft: 
• they being tIle fitteft judges of ,,·llat \vould be 
, Inofi: produCl:ive of their happinefs, preferred 
, tIle prefent Dlode of electing a lcgiflative-council 
, to -tllat which is offered for electing a f~n3te, 

C probably becaufc it appeared mort; likely that 
, perfons of the greatcft integrity, learning and 
, abilities, ,,90uld be cllofcn by al1d fro:tl anlongft 
'their reprefcntativC's wIlen affenlbled, than by 
, eleaors in their feveral parifhes and diilric\s '; 
, and it tnay have fcemed incongrUOtls, that there 
'f]10uld be two reprefetltati\re bodies, the Ids 
, controling tIle greater. l'lle peo})le alfo pre· 
, ferrcd a CODlpoundcd or mixed governlllent to 
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• a fimple democracy, or one verging towards it, 
, perhaps btcaufe, howev~r unexceptionable de
c mocratic power may appear at the firfi: view, its 
C eft'etls have been found arbitrary, fevere and 
C dcfiruClive. Certain it is that fyf!ems, which, 
'in theory have been much admired, on trial 
'have not fucceedcd; and that projeC1s and ex
e periments relative to government are of all 
C fchemes the moll: dang~rous and fatal. The 
'people having adopted fuch a conftitution as 
'feemcd to them Dlofl: peTrea, when it is not 
'even furmifed that any grievallce or inconve
'. nience has arifen front it, and \\'hen they are 
, fatisfied witll and llappy under it, (whicll I firm
c Iy believe they are) if \ve had authority I thould 
C conceive it nei.tller politic, expedient or jufii .. 
, fiable to change this fOrtll for another, erpecially 
C as I think that the one propared will not be bet
, ter tl1an, or fo good as, what we now enjoy; and 
, whether it would or not, is a fpeculative point 
, which time only can determine. 

, TH U S I have {hewn that it is not in my po,,-er 
c to aJ!:ree to ttlis bill, and why, if it were, I 
, fhould not. 

, I A)'I not fo vain as to imagine that what I 
, have faid can influence your minds in a matter 
C which has been fo lately the fubjeCt of debate. 
, But having delivered my fincere and real fenti. 
c m~nts (\\lith a freedom WIlicll I hope is neither 
, unbecoming or offen five ) I confide in your can· 
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, dour to regard them as fuell. And now 1 think 
, proper to rtfign tile office of prefident and com. 
, olander in chief of this ftate. I 40 accordingly 
, refign it into your hands, and requefl that you 
, \vill accept this refigllatioD, and eleCt fomc per .. 
, fon to it in my Read.' 

TIl E refigl1ation of prefident Rutledge being 
accepted, the legiflative bodies proceeded to elect 
his tl.lcceifor. A majority of their fuBi-ages in 
the firfl: inR:aoce were in favour of the honourable 
A. Middleton. On account of difficulties that 
ftood in the way of his paffing the new conftitu
tion, he decHned acceptance of the office. The 
honourable Ra,vlins Lowndes was foon after elea. 
ed, and on the 19th of March 1778 Ile gave his 
aiTcnt to the ne\v conflitution, which, frollt that 
tinle to tile prefC:llt, has been the uniforln rule of 
goverl1111ent. 

Exc EP~r I NG in the particulars in \\,hich a dif. 
ference lIas already been ItatcJ, the two confli. 
tutions are nearly the fanlc. 1~hey botll agreed 
in this funuanlcntal point. that tIle voice of the 
})coplc \vas the fourcc of law, honour and office. 
t~rinlinal I>rllfecutions \vhich were forlllerly car· 
ried 011 in tile llame of the Kinl{, \vere frnlll that 
~cra carried on in tIle 11anlC of tIle llate. rrhe 
l~n\e o!lices, ,,,ith nearly th\! fanle duties and 
po\',;ers that llad exifted under the royal govern
Illtut, ,,'CfC continued under the:: pOl)uiar e!lablilh .. 
tllent, but ,~'ith t:1;3 differellce, tllat the officers 
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obtained their IJlaces by the vote of the legifla .. 
ture, and !Jot from the appointnlent of tile cro\vn. 
TIle Dlajelly of the people took the place that had 
formerly been occupied by the kingly office. By 
this fubllitution a change of government \vas 
cafily and almoft infcnfibJy effeCted. 
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CHAPTER F I F l' H. 

Of the attocR of the fort on Sullivan's if/antl, "J 
fir Pcter Parker andfir IIenr, Clinton. 

SOON after a regular fornl of governmtrit 
was adopted, a forlllidahle attack. from Great. 

Britain gave an opportunity of afcertaining its 
energy. Governor Campbell, from the time of 
his abandoning tIle province, had been afliduous 
in llis attelllpts to procure a military force to re
duce it to obedicllce. He reprefented the friends 
of royal autllority as needing only tile counte
nance of a fmaII military force, to give tllem an 
opportunity of embodying for tIle eftablifhment 
of Britin) government-that Cilarlefton might 
be eafily reduced-alld tllat the reduflion of it 
\\~ould renore tile province to its forlner tranqui
lity: cro\vn officers, and tlleir friends the roy
alifls, alTociating Cllicfly \vith one anotllt:r, and 
not knowing, or not bt:lie,'ing the nUlnbers, the 
rcfaurcc:s, not" the cnthufiafm of the OPIlofite party, 
decei\"eo tllenlfc:lves, and comtnunicated their de
lufions to tile rulers in Great-Britain. 

I s the clore of the year 1775t and the begin
ning of the year 1776, great I>reparations had 
been lilade in Great.Britain to invade the Ame. 
rican colonies, \vith a force fufl'icient to compel 
fubmiflion.-\Vith this view, early in 1776, up
,yards of fifty thoufand men were employed in 
active operations againfl: Alllcrica. Part of this 
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force was ordered to the fouthward. to carry into 
effeCt in that quarter the defigns of the Britifu 
miniftry. While Great.Britain was. prepariRg to 
invade her colonics, they were equally affiduous 
in their endeavours to be ready to repel the iova
lion. In Soutll-Carolina particularly, every. ct. 
ertioD 11ad been made to put the province, and 
cfpecially its capital, in a refpeClable poflure of 
defence. As one mean conducing thereto, the 
popular leaders had ercCl:ed works on Sullivan's 
ifiand. This is fituated about fix miles nearer 
the fea than that neck of land between Albley 
and Cooper rivers, on which Charlefton fiands, 
and is fo near the channel as to be a vr.ry con
venient poft for annoying filips approaching the 
town. At the tiole the Britifh fleet appeared off 
the coaft, about twenty-fix heavy cannon, twenty
flX-eightecn and nine-pounders were mounted at 
Sullivan's ifland, on a fort conftruB:ed with pal
metto. rl'llis is a tree peculiar to the fouthem 
ftat~s, which grows from twenty to forty feet 
high witllout branches, and tIlell terminates in 
fomething tefembling the head of a cabbage. 
The wood of it·is remarkably fpong,.. A bullet 
entering it nlakes no extended fracture, but bu
riel itfelf witllout injuring the parts adjacent. 

ON the firft of June 1776, advices were re· 
ceived in Cllarlcli:on, tl1at a fleet of forty or fifty 
fail were at anchor aLout fix leagues to the north
ward of Sullivan's ifiand. rl'be next' day the 
alarm \vas fired, and cxpretTcs fent to the officers 
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commanding the militia in the r.ountry, to repair, 
\vith the forces under their refpective comlnands, 
to the immediate defence of the capital. In a few 
days after feveral hun(}reds of the troops from 
the Britifll fleet were landed on Long-Ifland. 
1'his is fituated to tIle eaf1:ward of Sullivan's 
iOand, and feparated from it by a creek. On the 
fourth of June thirty-fix of the tranfports croffcd 
the bar, in front of Rebellion road, and ancllored 
about three miles from Sullivan's ifiand; two of 
them ran agroWld in croffing, one of Wllicl1 got 
off, but the otllcr went to pieces. On the J otb 
of June the Brill:ol, a fifty-gun {hip, ller gun. 
being prcviouOy taken out, got rafely over. About 
this time a proclamation was rent a1hore~ under 
the fanaion of a flag, in Wllich the Britilh gene
raj, fir Henry Clinton, promifed pardon to the 
inhabitants, in care of their laying down their 
arms, and quietly fubmitting to tile re-ellablifh· 
ment of royal government. Q ~l·llis produced 
none of tIle effeCts expeCted from it. rl·hc mili. 
tia of the country very gen~rally obeyed the fum
mons of prcfidebt Rutledge, and repaired in great 
numbers to Charlcfton. rl'he regular r~giment. 
(Jf t1le adjacent northern frates, lla,·ing been or
dered to the affiftance of tlleir fouthern neigh
bours, arrived at tllis critical junflure. 'J-he two 
c{)otinental general officers, Armllrong and flowe, 
canle about the fame tilnc. The whole were put 
under the orders of luajor-general Lee, '\\'ho \\'as 
appointed to tIle imlnediate cotnmand of aU the 
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forces in the foutherl1 {lates. The great opinioD 
Wllich was every where entertained of the ability 
and·cxperience of general Lee, added to the fpirits 
of the troops and inhabitants. In a few days the 
AnlCrica1ls, illcluding the militia of the town and 
country, amounted to five or fix thoufand men. 
The firfl: South .. Carolina regular reginlent, com
mand~d by colonel Gadfdeo, was Rationed at 
fort Jol1ofon. This is fituated about three miles 
fron~ Cllarlefton, on tbe moft northerly point of 
James ifland, and is within point blank lhot of 
the channel. rl~he fecond and third regular regi
ments of South-Carolina, commanded by colonels 
Moultrie and Tbompfon, occupiell the two extre .. 
mitits of Sullivan's illand. The other forces had 
their pofl:s afiigned them at Haddrell's point, 
James ifland, and along the bay in front of the 
town. rine ftrects ne·ar the ,,'ater were in diffe
rent places ftrongly barricaded. The ftores on 
the wharves, though ilnmenfcly valuable, were 
pulled down, and lines of defence were continu~d 
along the water's edge. Domeftick conv~nien
cies ·were exchanged for blankets and knapfacks ; 
and hoes and fpades were in the Ilands of ~very 
citiztn. In a few days by their labour, in con
junaion with a nUlnber of negroes ordered down 
from the COllntry, fuch obfl:rllfliollS were thro\\yn 
in the way as would have greatly ~mbarrafi~d tile 
royal army attenlptill~ to land in tIle town. 

GENERAL Lee proj1ofed to prefident Rtlrledge 
to bind tllc lllilitia by' tIle fornlality of an oath. 
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Though there was no law for this, yet fo great 
was the ardour of the people that only two of 
their number refufC!d. 

o~ the 25th the Experiment, a fifty-gun {hip, 
arri\rcd near the bar, and on the 16th, her guns 
being prcviouRy taken out, 1he got rafely over. 

ON tIle 28th the fort on the ifland was brifkly 
attacked by the two fifty-gun fbips, Briflol and 
Experinltnt" four frigates, tIle Ac.tive, Aaeon, 
Sale bay, Syren, each of twenty-eight guns, the 
Spllynx of t,,·enty guns, the Friendihip armed 
ve ifc: I of twenty-t\VO guns, Ranger floop and 
Thunder-Bomb, eacll of eight guns. Between 
ten and eleven o'clock in the forenoon tIle ThUD
der-Bolnb began to throw lhells. 1'he ACtive, 
Brifto1, Experinlent and Solebay, came boldly 
on to tl1e attack. A little before eleven o'clock 
the garrifon fired four or five fuot at the Aclive 
while under fail. \Vhen file caIne near tile fort 
the dropped anchor, and poured in a broad.fide. 
Her example was followed by the three other 
veffels, and a 11100: trcnlendous cannonade tn
rued. The Thundcr-Bonlb, after Ilaving thrown 
about fixty fucHs, \vas Iro danlaged as to be inca .. 
pacitated from firing. Colonel Moultrie, with 
three Ilundred and forty-four regulars, and a few 
volunteer Inilitia, Inadc a defence tlilt \\'ould 
have done honour to cX}lcric:nced ,·eterans. 
1'he unanimous tllanks of Congrefs were given 
to general Lc:~, and colollels ~loultrie and Thom~ 
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fOn for their good conduCt on thi. mClnorable 
day. P In cotnpliment to the conlmanding officer 
the fort frolll that tinle was called Fort Moultrie. 
During tIle engagelnent the inhabitants flood 
with arms in tlleir hands at their rcfpeCl:ive pofis, 
prepared to receive the Britifu where-ever they 
might land. Impreffed with high ideas of Bri
tith bravery, and diffident of the maiden courage 
of their own nc\v troops, they were apprellenfive 
that the forts \\~ou)d either be filenced or patTed, 
and tllat tlley fhould be called to immediate ac
tion. The various pafiions of tIle mind affumed 
alternate fway, and 111arked their countenances 
with anxious fears or cheerful hopes. '1'11eir re
folution was fixed to Ineet the invaders at tIle 
water's edge, and difpute every inch of ground, 
trulling the e,~ent to 1-1cJven, and IJreferring 
death to fla,~cry. 

GESERAL Clinton was to have paffcd over to 
Sullivan's ifland \vith tIle troops under l1is COlll

mand on l .. ong .. lfl3nd; but the extrenlC danger 
to which he Jl1uft una\'oidably 11aye expofed his 
lnen, induced hilll to decline the perilous attelnpt. 
Colonel 'J'hOtllfon, ,,-it}l three llundred riHenlcn 
of his regilllent, colonel Clark, ,,·itll t\\70 11un
<Ired regulars of the N()rth-Carolina line, colo
nellInrry, ,,-ittl t\\'O hundrt"ll SOllt h-(~:\rolina 1n1-
litia, and the ltac()on COnlpan)? of J11ilitia rinCn1t~tl, 
\vith ail (!t-htcen"'lxrulldcr, allll ·1 fi~.ld-pic(e, \\"ere 
o atlou\::J ~~ t t h~ ea!l e;l d of S 11 Hi Y :111' ~ illanll to 
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oppofe their crofiing; but no ferious attempt to 
land on Sullivall's itland was made, either from 
tile fleet or by tIle detachment on Long-Ifland. 
'!'"he Sphynx, AEteon and Syren were fent round 
to attack tIle wefterll extremity of the fort. This 
,\'as fo unfinifhed as to afford very ilnperfeEt cover 
to the men at the guns in that part, and alfo fo 
fituated as to expofe tIle men in the otller parts of 
the fort to a very dangerous crofs-fire. Pro\'i. 
dence on this occafion remarkably interpofed in 
behalf of the garrifon, and faved thenl from a 
fate that, in all probability, ,,'ould otller,vile have 
been inevitable. About t\\~elve o'clock, as the 
three laft-In(.ntioned fhips \~·ere advancing to at
tack the wellern wing of the fort, they all got 
entangled ,vitl1 a j]loal called tIle Middle Ground; 
t\VO of theln ran foul of each other. ~l'he Atleon 
{luck falt. l~he Sph}~nx, before file cleared 
l1crfc:lf, loft ller bo\vfprit; but the Syrcn got off 
\vithOltt muell injury. rJ·IIC {hips, in front of the 
fort, kept up tllcir fire till near It;\"l'n o'clock in 
tIle evening ,,~ithout intcruli11ioll; after that time 
it flackened. At half paft !line the firing on both 
fides ceafed; and at cl~vell the lllips flipped their 
cablt-"s. N ~xt n10rning all tIle l11en of \var ex
cept the .l\t,1ec!l had retired about t\VO tllilcs from 
the: iila!lu. 'l'"he garri fOIl fireti ftvcral iliot at the 
Acreoll ; {he at firft returned tIltlll, but foon after 
thl: crc\v fct her on fire, and aballdoncd her, 
leaving her colours Hying, guns loaded, and all 
her a!11Hlllllition and ftares. She v.'as in a Hlort 
ti~!1t; L~;ar\..lt:d by ~\ l>arty of AIl.crtcans, COin-
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manded by captain Jacob Milligan, which brought 
of her colours, the fhip's bell, and as many fails 
and flores as three boats could contain. l"he Ame
ricans on board the ACleon, while flames were 
burning out on all fides, fired three of her guns 
at the commodore, and then quitted her. In 
lefs than half an hour after their departure {he 
blew up. The Briftol had forty men killed and 
feventy-one wounded. Captain Morris, who com
manded her, loft his arm. Every man, who ,vas 
ftationed in the beginning of the aCtion on her 
quarter deck, \\'38 citl1er killed or \vounded. 
The Experiment had t\venty-threc killed and 
feventy-fix wounded. Captain Scott, who com
manded her, loft his arm. Lord William Calnp .. 
bell, the late governor of the province, who, as 
a volunteer, had cxpofed himfelf in a poll: of 
danger, received a wound in l1is fide, 'Vllich ul. 
timately proyed mortal. Commodore fir Peter 
Parker fuflered a fligllt contufion. 1'"he fire of 
the fort \vas princiI')aUy direClcd againft tIle Brif. 
tol and Experiment, arId they fuffered very Inuch 
in their hulls, nla£ls and rigging. Not lers than 
feventy balls \vent through the former. 'l'he Ac
leon )lad lieutenant Pike killed, and fix men 
wounded. The Solebay had eigllt men ,vounded. 
After fOllle days tIle troops ,,·ere all re-embarked, 
and the ,,·1101e failed for New-York. q 

THE lor, of the garrifon wa9 ten men killed 
and twcnty-t\VO wounded. Lieutenants Hall and 

.. See note x''''. 
Gr~y 
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Gray were anlong the lattcl·. l·hougll there 
\\'ere many thoufand fhot fired froln the f11ipping, 
yet the works were little dama~ed: thofe which 
flruck the fort \vere ineffeflually buried in its foft 
wood. Hardly a hut or tree on the ifland cfcapcd. 

'VHEN the Britifh appeared off the coaft, there 
was fo fcanty a flock of lead, tllat, in order to 
fupply the mufqu~try with bullets, it became De. 
ceffary to firip the windows of the dwellinghoufes 
in Charlefton of their weights. Powder was alfo 
very fcarce. l'lle proportion allotted for the de. 
fence of the fort was but barely fufficient for 
flow firing. rrhis was expended with great deli. 
beration. The officers in their turn pointed the 
guns with fuch exacrnefs that moll of their fhot 
took effeCt on the Ihipping. III the beginning of 
tIle a8ion the flag-ftaff was lhot a\vay. Sergeant 
Jafper of tIle grenadiers immediately jumped on 
tIle beacll, tool~ up tIle flag and faftcned it on a 
fponge-flaff. \Vith it in llis ))and he nlountcd 
tIle merIon, and, thcugh the fhips ,,1'cre direCling 
tllt:ir inceffant broad.fides at the fpot, lIe delibe
rately fixed it. 1"bc day after tIle aaiOll prefi
dect Rutledge prefent~d fergeant Jafper with a 
f\\"ord, as a mark of refpec1: for his diflinguifhed 
\'alour. Sergeant l\1-!Jonald, of captain Huger's 
company, ,vas mortally wounded by a cannon 
ball. He emplolcd the fhort interyal, between 
llis wound and IllS death, ill exhorting his com .. 
rades to continue neady ill tIle caufe of liberty 
and their country. 

THIS 
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TH IS il1·conduCled cx·pedition contributed 
greatly to efiahlifh the popular government w~icll 
it was intended to overfct. The friends of Ameri. 
ca triumplled. Unacqllainted with the viciffitudes 
of war, fome of then1 began to flatter tl1enlfelves 
their work was done, and tll~ir lillerties eftablifll
ed. In oppofition to the bold atfertions of fome, 
and the dcfponding fears of others, experi~nce 
pro\'ed tIl at America migllt efleCl:ual1y refift a 
Britifh fleet and army. 1'he diffident gre\v bold 
in tlleir countrv's caufe, and looked for\vard to 

--the cODlpletion of their willies for its liberty and 
independence. 'I'he advocates for tIle onlnipo
tence of the Britifh navy confeffed their nlifiake. 
'I"hore \vho, fronl interefted nlotives, 11ad abet
ted the royal government., afhamed of their op
pofition to the ftruggles of an infant people, for 
their deareft I ights, retired into obf;:urity. l\lr. 
Cunningham, and other leaders of tIle royaliIls, 
who, on the defeat and difperfion of tl1cir party 
in the latter end of 17i 5, had been taketl and 
committed to cloft: confinelllcot, obtained tht i r 
difcharge fo(\n after the departure of the Britifll 
fleet. 'l'he {late wilhed to conciliate tlleln to the 
popular meafllres, and therefore, in tllis nlOlncllt 

of triulnph, received froln thenl affurances of fide
lity to their country, and refiorcd tl1enl to the 
rights and privileges of free citizel ~. 

SOON after tIle engagement, \vhcn tIle BritiiIl 
troops were re-clllbarked for their departure, the 
tranfport fhip Gh,fgo,,·, tnounting 1ix four 11ound. 

ers , 
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ers, '~7ith fifty.fL~ Highlanders on board, ran 
aground near Long-Ifiand. Captain Pickering, 
Benjamin Waller, Cornelius Dervees, William 

. Dervees and twenty-one reamen, all \Polunteers, 
came along fide of her, in a wood-boat, on which 
were mounted one eigllteen pounder and fome 
fmaJler guns, and took the whole crew of the 
Glafgow prifoners. After ftripping her of every 
thing that could be brought off, they ret her on fire. 

1"JIE fort on Sulli,·an's ifland having proved fa 
ufeful in repelling an invafion, a fcherne was 
adopted for making it more ferviceab1e at a. fu
ture time, by conneCling the ifland \\·ith the main 
by a bridge acrofs an intervening body of water, 
three quarters of a mile wide and ten feet deep. 
Without this communication general Lee pro
nounced the fort on the ifland to be a flaughter 
pen. So great was the confid~nce of the ftate 
in his judgnlent, that an uncommon anxiety oc
cupied the publick mind for the completion of 
this great llndertaking. The indefatigable and 
perfe,"ering general Gad fden undertook ,vhat ma
ny thought impraCticable, and accomplilhed it 
\vitbout charging one farthing for llis fervices.-
The general affenlbly v~ted him their thanks.
This, and the applaufc of 1lis countrym~n, with 
the heart-felt fatisfaCl:ion of promoting a caufe to 
which his whole foul 'vas devoted, was all the 
reward that diftinguifhed patriot rcceivc:d for the 
many publick fervices he performed in fecuring 
the liberties and advancing the 113ppinefs of his 
country. 
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C 11 APT E R S I X T H. 

Of th-e allc/npts 012 EajI-Florida in 1776 and 1778, 
and of the expedition into the Cherokee COI/1zlry in , 
1776• 

I T \vould be happy for mankind if, among con
tending powers, the plundering of individuals 

was, by a general law of nations, reprobated. For 
want of this tIle haneft and induftrious, \vho have 
no flIare itl publick affairs, are frequently a prey 
to daring adventurers, who, under the {anGlion 
of \var, CODlmit robberies for \vhich, in times of 
peace, their lives \\rould be forfeited. It would 
have been for the reciprocal advantage of Geor
gia, Eaft-Florida, and South.Carolina, if the ad
vice of foole Jnoderate men in St. Auguftine, on 
this fubjeCl, had been followed; but inftead of 
purfuing the prudent line of conduCt recomnlend. 
ed by thenl, a piratical war from that place, at 
a ,'ery early period of tIle conten, llad comlnencell 
againft Georgia and Soutll-Carolina. Governor 
Tonyn, of Eaft-lt'lorida, Ilao ilfued letters of 
marque before the Britifll aft \vas Ilaffcd for tllat 
])urpoie, althougll lIe Ilad 11rC\·ioufly confulted 
the King's attorney-general of tIle l)rOVl11ce, \V}10 

gave llis ollinion that the governor \vas not ill-
1'elled witll fucll a po\,·er. Befides tlltre I)irati
cal ac.ts at fca, a pr~dat(}ry '\var by Jan<.l 11:1(\ beetl 
,,'aged under the faille auli1ict:s l>y a party COll

~~it~g chidly of fugiti\'cs from juHicc in the ad
JOining provinces. In rC[(11tn,ent for tIlere inCllr-

iion3 
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hons fOUle indiyidu:lls, froID the {late of Georgia, 
llad retaliated on the fettlements ill }:afl.Florida; 
but nothing \\"a:i done by proper authority til~ 
July 1 ii6, \vh~a all illl'afioll of Eaf1:-Florida \vas 
f~rioui1y IJrojt:cled, with the double \'ic\v of fe
curing Georgia and South.Carolina from the de
predations of their iouthern Ilc:igllbours; and of 
drawing the 3ttention of the Britifh from their 
northern con{lut:fts. 'l~his was attempted in the 
firfl: infiance by general Lee, foon arter the re
pulfe of tIle Britif11 fleet on the 28th of June 
1 ij6, "titll part of tIle force tllen colleded at . 
Charleflon. After they had proceeded as far as 
the ri,·er Ogeech!;;e, in Georgia, the gellcral re· 
cei,-ed orders to rcjoill t1le northern army, on 
\vhic!l the expedition \laS abandoned. rJ~he Bri. 
tifh after\vards ereacJ a fort at St. l\Iary's ri\"cr, 
fronl \vhicll they frequently haratrcd the fouthern 
parts of Geor~ia. 'ro drive thenl from this poll 
becalllC an additional nlotive for dircding the 
:lrms of the United States againll 1~all:-14·lorida. 

rl'lle invafioJl of that pro\' iuce ,,"as thert fore re
funled in I ii3 by general }{obe:-t llo\\'c. He 
had under his COlllnland the J{reatell part of the 
South.l:arolina regular troops, and ,vas alfo joined 
by a conJldcral)le body Of South.Carolina and 
Georgia 111iliti3, and had the Co-op(:ratioll of tour 
~allit"s. '1 heir rout lay througll a country fo 
tlu)roughly barren that i~ did not produce a liugle 
herry, Ilor \v:!s ~! bird to be i~~n. 'l'hey procttd
ed as far as St. I\·Iary's river \lithout 211Y uppo
fition of conftqucllce frunl tile t:n~.:nly. A great 

Jnortality 
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mortality however among the foldiers indl1c.ed a 
council. of war to recommend a retreat. Before 
the army returned it fuftained a 10Cs 9£ upwards 
of five hundred nlCD. Though the objeB: of the 
expedition was not fully obtained; yet the {lates 
of South-Carolina and Georgia were, for that 
campaign, in a confider able degree raved from the 
depredations of their fouthern neighbours. In 
the following years they fuifcred very much ·from 
the pri\yatecrs fitted out at St. Auguftine, and 
from the incurfions of a band of borfemen, under 
the denomination of the Florida Rangers. 

THI inhabitants of EaO: and Weft-Florida were 
not the only hoftile neighbours of the fouthern 
Aates. The Cherokc:e and Creek Indian nations, 
who inhabit lands not far diflant from the were 
tern fettJements of Carolina and Georgia, proved, 
in like manner, very troublefome. On the firft 
appearance of a rupture between Great-Britain 
and her colonies, the attention -of both parties 
was cngag(Ad to (ecure their friendfhip. Many 
circumftances had concurred to give them unfa
vourable imprcffions of the Americans. For fe~ 
veral yean the management of them had been ex- ' 
clufiycly committed to John Stuart,. efquire, an 
officer of t~e crown, and wholly devoted to the 
royal intcreft. This gentleman had been a pro
,incialoflicer, and was in fort Loudon about the 
ycar 1760 when it furrendcred to the Cherokees. 
The maffacre of that garrifon, the hardtbips he 
\f.Dderwent in cfeaping only with life, and the dif. ,V tref~ 
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trefs of a nu.mcrous young family, touched the 
feelings of the affenlbly of South·Carolins. They 
ga\'e him a prefent of fifteen hundred pounds c·ur
rency, and recommended him, through the g0.

vernor, to the King's fervice. In confequence of 
th~s he was appointed fuperintendent of Indiaa 
aft-airs. Great were the oblig' .ions he owed to 
South.Carolina ; but, being in the immediate fer. 
,·;cc of his Britannick majefty, be tonceived him
felf under fuperior obligations to exert his infla. 
ence to attach the Indians to the royal intereft. 
1.'lle nate of publick affairs in the colonies fur. 
nifhcd him \vith many plaufible argull1ents fubrer
Tjent to this defign. 1~he non-ilnportation agree
ment, adO}lted by the Americans, not only difa
bled thenl from fupplying the wants of the Indi. 
31lS, b\lt precluded tIle poffibility of their receiy. 
ing royal prefents. 1'bis interrGption of the com· 
merce, ufual brtwcen the white inhabitants aDd 
their ravage neighbours, gave Mr. Stuart an op
portunity of exafperating the Indians againft tht 
friends of Congrrfs. It was eafy for him to per
fuade them that the colonifts bad begun an un
provoked oppofition to Great-Britain, and, to ef. 
feet their purpofes, had adopted refolutions which 
prevented the Indians frotn receiving their yearly 
fupply of arms, ammunition and clothing. It 
might be plaufibly fuggell:ed to tIle uninformed 
·ravages, that, if their white ncigllbours fhould fuc-
ceed in oppofing Great-Britain, they would pro
bably next aim at the extirpation of their red bre
·thr(ll. 
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IN the ,cars 1760 and 1761, a \var \vith tIle 
Cht:rokec Il\dians llad involved tIle inllabitants of 
South-Carolina in great diflrefs. On that occa
bon they courted the aid of tbe King's troops in · 
Amcri~a. In fifteen years after, wIlen tile pea .. 
pIe of the faDle country dared to refill the parent 
tate, it was fuppofcd, by tIle friends of royal go
vernment, that the horrors of an Indian war would 
once more bring the province to fue for Britilh 
proteaion. 

THI above-mentioned Mr. John Stuart, very 
early in .tbe contefl, retired from South-Carolina 
to Weft.Florida, and from that province employed 
his brother Henry Stuart, Mr. Canleron and 
others, to penetrate into the Indian coun~ry to 
the weft ward of Carolina. A plan was iettled by' 
him, in concert with the King's governors and 
other royal fervants, to land a Britifh army in 
Florida, and to proceed with it to tilt wt:fl:ertl 
frontiers of tile fouthern nates, and tIlere, in con· 
junEtion with the tories and Indians, to fali on 
the friends of the revolution, at the fanle tinle 
that a fleet and army fnould invade thelD on tbe 
fea coaft. r Mofes Kirkland, who has alrcldy 
been nlentioned as a leader of th(; party for royal 
governnlent in the back parts of South-Carolina. 
was confidentially employed by John Stuart, go
vernor Tonyn, alld other royal fCorvants, to the 
fouthward, to concert with general Gage, the 
commander of the Britifh forces in Boilon, the 

neceffary 
r See note xv 1 I. 
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neceffary Ineaos for accomplifhing the above-mea. 
tioncd fcheme. l"hc whole plan was fully .. 
tcCl:ed by the providential capture of the vdil 
which was conveying Kirkland to Bofton. Thi 
letters found in his poffeffion ,,1Jere publifhcd by 
the order of Congrefs, and produced conviaioo 
in the minds of the Americans, that the BritiA 
adminiftration, in order to effea their fchemcc. 
had employed favages, who indifcriminately rna ... 
der Jl1ell, women and children, to comm~ 
hoftilities on their weftern brethren. Though the 
difcovery of the Britifh defigns, and the capture 
of Kirkland, \VllO was to ha\'e had an aCtive fhare 
in tIle execution of them, in a great degree fruf
trated the views of the royal fervants; yet to 
much was carried into circa:, that the Cherokee 
Indians began their maffacr~s at the very timt tbe 
Britiili fleet attacked tIle fort on Sullivan's illinML 

THft Americans very early paid :attention to 
their favage neighbours. 'l"hey appointed com~ 
luiffioners to explain to them the grounds of the 
difpute bet\veen Great.Britain aD(1 her colonies, 
~nd to cultivate with tl1cm a friendly correfpon
dence. As far as they poffibly could, they fup
plied their wants. rI'bey endeavoured to pcrfuade 
the Indians that the quarrel was by no mean. 
relative to them. and that therefore they Ihould 
take part with neither fide. Thefe moderate pro. 
pofitions were over-ruled by the fuperior infiuenC!e 
of the royal fuperintendeot, who' had their pre
"ious confidence, and 1110re ample means of ad-

llliniftering 
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miniftering .. their ~ceftjties. An Indian war 
commenced, and was carried on with its ufual 
barbarity. The fpeedy depanure of the Britifh 
fleet from -the rea coaft, after their unfuccefsful 
attack of the fort on Sullivan's ifland, gave an 
opportunity to concentre the whole force of the 
ftate for the due chaR:ifement of the favag~ inva
ders. Though the Britifh plan of a co.Gpe~tion 
with the tories and Indians was for the- prefent 
fruftrated, yet the probability that it would again 
be refumed, determined the popular leaders to 
mak.e a vigorous expedition into the country of 
tbe Cherokees, that they in future might be de. 
terred from aaing in concert with the Britifh ad. 
miniftration. A conjunCt attack on their fettle
ments over the mountaifls was agreed upon by 
the fouth~m {lates. Colonel Williamfon, of tile 
diftriB: of Ninety-fix, was chofen by the govern. 
ment of South-Carolina to command their forces 
on t~is occafion. The fixth regular regiment, 
part of the third, al1d a large body of militia, '''ere 
put under his command. About the fame time, 
and on the fame bufinefs, general Ruthrrford, 
with upwards of nineteen hundred men, from the 
late of North-Carolina, CTotred the mountains. 
In their pafTage through the Indian country the 
forces, under the comnland of colonel William
fon, were two or three t:mrs brifkly attacked, but 
they finally repolfed the affailing ravages. The 
Americans on this occ:afion travtorfed their whole 
country, and laid wafte tneir fields of corn.
Above five hundred of the Cherokees \\·ere 

obliged, 
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fucceeded in their fcheme of a8ing a.one and the 
fame time: but, through the kindnefs of Heaval, 
the favourers of the revolution had the opportu
nity of attacking thenl feparately, and of fuee" 
fively pouring their whole force, and alfo that of 
a confiderable aid from their neighbours, on the 
tori~s, the Britifh, and the Indians. The firft, 
from their premature infurrctlion, . were crufhed 
before their Britifh friends arrived. 1'he lai 
were abandoned to the rcfcntments 'of the fbte, 
by the royal Beet and army precipitately leaY., 
the-coaft, and under the fmiles of Heaven, III 
three were vanquilhcd by the infaat America 
republicks. 1'he means adopted by the Britiia 
to crulh the friends of the Congrcfs were proyi
dentially over-ruled, fo as to produce the contrary 
etfeCl. Their exciting Indians to maffacre the 
dcfencelefs frontier fc:ttlers increafcd the ullanimi. 
ty of the inhabitants, and invigorated their oppo
fit ion to Great-Britain. Several who calJed them· 
felves tories in 1775 became aCl:ive whigs in 1776, 
and clleerfully took up arms in the firft inftancc 
againft Indians, and in the fecond againft Great
Britain, as the inftigator of their barbarous de
vaftations. Before this event fome well-meaning 
people could not fcc the juftice or propriety of 
contending with their forulcr)y proteaing parent
{late; but Indian cruelties, excited by royal arti
fices, foon c:xtinguifhed all their predileCtion for 
the country of their forefathers. 

1"HE expedition into tIle Cherokee fcttlements 
diffufcd ~ 



( 161 ) 

diifuft:d military ideal, and a fpirit of cntel·prizt 
among the inhabitants. It taught them the neccf. 
fary arts of providing for an army, and gave them 
experience in the bufinefs of war. 'fhe new ar. 
fUlgements, civil apd military, were followed 
with that energy and vigour which is acquired 
by an individual or a colleCl:ive body of people 
Kling from the impulfe of tllcir O\Vll minds. 
From caufes like there we iliall find, in the courfe 
of this billory, the peaceable inhabitants of a 
wbole ftate transformed from planters, merchants 
and mechanicks, into an aaive difciplined mili
tary body, and a well-regulated felf .. governed 
community. 

CHAPTER 

, 

x 
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fucctcded in their fcheme of aaing ."one and the 
fame time: but, through the kindnefs of Helv.., 
the favourers of the revolution had theopportu. 
nity of attacking thenl feparately, and of CuecO. 
fively pouring their whole force, and aJfo that- ol 
a confiderable aid from their neighbours, on the 
tories, the Britifh, and the Indialls. The firft. 
from their premature infurreBion, . were crufhed 
before their Britifh friends arrived. 1'he III: 
were abandoned to the rcfcntmcnts ·of the ftate, 
by the royal fleet and army precipitately Icavinr 
the ·coaft, and under the fUliles of Heaven, all 
three were vanquifhcd by the infant Americaa 
republicks. 1'"hc means adopted by the Britial 
to crulh the friends of the Congrefs were provi
dentially over-ruled, fo as to produce the contrary 
effeCl. Their exciting Indians to maffacre the 
defencclefs frontier ft:ttlers increafed the unanimi. 
ty of the inhabitants, and invigorated their oppo
fition to Great-Britain. Several who called them
felves tories in 1775 became aaive whigs in 1776, 
and cheerfully took up arms in the fira: inftance 
againft Indians, and in the fecond againft Great
Britain, as the inftigator of their barbarous de
vaftations. Before this event fome well-meaning 
people could not fce the juftice or propriety of 
contending with their formerly proteaing parent
flate; but Indian cruelties, excited by royal arti
fices, foon extinguifhed all their predileCtion for 
the country of their forefathers. 

THE expedition into tIle Cherokee fcttJements 
diffufcd 
.~ 
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dijfufc:d militat: ideal, and a fpirit of t'nterprizt: 
among the inhabitants. It taught them the ·neccf. 
fary arts of providing for an army, and gave them 
experience in the bufinefs of war. 'fhe new ar
TUlgcments, civil apd military, were followed 
with that energy and vigour whicll is acquired 
by an individual or a coJleCl:iyc body of people 
afling from the impulfe of their O\Vll minds. 
FlOm caufes like there we filall find, in the courfe 
of this hillory, the peaceable inhabitants of a 
whole Rate transformed from planters, merchants 
apd mechanicks, into an aaive difciplined mili
tary body, and a well-regulated fclf.govcrned 
community. 

CHAPTER 

x 
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CHAPTER SEVENTH. 

Of independence, the aIJillll" witb France, the 'OIl. 
ftderlliion, and the /late of pub/ilk affairl i,. 
Soutb-Carolina priDr 10 Ihl red lilli'" of S/IWm
~b in December. 1778. 

N OTWITHS T ANDING the nominal ex
i{lcnce of royal authority in South-Carolina. 

an independent government bad a ~irt"al ope~. 
tion from the 6th of July 1774- This was at ~ft 
by conventions, committees and congreffes, whofc 
refolutions had the fulleft force of law,. on a peo
ple who thought that their liberties were endan. 
gered~ and that their only rafety confined in 
union. It \\9a8 afterwards reduced into a Inore 
regular form in ~Iarch 1776; but all there jodi. 
tlltions were temporary, and looked forward to 
an accoUllllodation with Great.Britain. The aCl 
of final feparation from the Inother-country could 
not be the work of anyone Hate. Every thing 
of that nlagnitude was referred to the continental 
Congrefs, to whore general fuperintendance the 
individual colonies had voluntarily fubmittcd. 
That auguft aifembly, at their firO: meeting in 
1774, petitioned the King, and addrt!ffed tIle peo-
ple, of Great-Britain, for a redrefs of their griev. 
ances. In the year 177 5 they renewed their fup-
plications to their fovereign, ill which they p.rayed 
that his majefty would be l)leafed ' to direCt fo~e 
• mode by which the united application of hiS , 

'~aithful ~ 
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C faithful colonias to the throne, in prefence of 
c their common counciis, might be improved into 
c a bappy and permanent r~conciliation ; and that, 
C in tbe mean-time, meafures might be taken for 
c preventing the farther deftruCtion of his ma
c jelly's fubjects.' ow They alfo a fecond time ad
lIreffed the people of Great-Britain, in which they 
apprized them of their fixed refolution to defend 
their liberties, but at the fame time difclailned 
eVery wifh of independence, or any thing more 
than the (ecure enjoyment of their ancient rights 
and privileges. u 1~hey aiked for peace, but the 
fword 'vas tendered-for liberty, but nothing 
fttort of unconditional fubmiffion was offered. 
Their petitions received no anfwer. And all the 
inhabitants of the colonies were, by an aCt: of par
liament paffed Deceolber 21, 1775, thrown out 
of the King's proteClion. This was a legal dif. 
charge from their allegiance to the King of Great
Britain, and placed the colonies in a flate of na
ture, at full liberty to provide for their own fafe .. 
ty, by entering into any new facial comp~a which 
they approved. 1"hough the refufal of proteaion 
"as a.legal juO:ification of their conduCl: in with. 
holding allegiance, yet independence was untried 
ground, and could not at once gain the plen.ary 
approbation of colonies which had long flourilhed 
under royal protection. The minds of the inha .. 
bitants were overcall with fears, and toffed in a 
tumult of uncertainty. Their refolution was fixed 
never to fubmit to the clailns of the Bri[ifh par-

liament, 
~ Y See note xx. " Sec note XXI. 
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liament, but how to extricate tl1emfelves from 
furrounding difficulties was a quellion that enlbar
raffed their wifeR: politicians. Wllile they were 
in this nate of feveriili anxiety, a pamphlet, un· 
der the fignature of Common Senfe, \vritten by 
Mr. rrholnas Paine, made its appearance. It 
proved the neceffity, the advantages, and praCli. 
cability of independence. It fatisfied a great 
majority of the people that it was their true inte~ 
reft immediately to cut the Gordian knot which 
bound the American colonies to Great.Britain, 
and to open their commerce, as an independent 
people, to all the nations of the world. Nothing 
could be better tioled tllan this performance. It 
found tIle colonifis greatly exafperated againft 
the mother.country, moll thoroughly alarmed for 
their liberties, and difpored to do and fuffer every 
thing that bid faireft for their eflablifunlent. In 
unifon with the feelings and fentiments of the 
people, It produced moO: afionifhing cfleCls. It 
was read by almoft every American, and, in con· 
junaion with the cruel policy of Great-Britain, 
'vas, by the direc.tion of Providence, infirunlcntal 
in fffeaing an unexanlpled unaniolity in favour 
of independence. '"fhe decifive genius of Chri. 
ftophcr Gadfden in the fouth, and of John Adams 
in the north, at a m~cll earlier day, nlig~t haYc 
deflred tll-e co~plete reparation of America from 
G reat .. Britai~but till the year 17i6--the rejec
tion of the fecond petition of Congrcfs-and the 
appearance of l\lr. Paine's panlphlet-a reconci
liation \vith the motllcr-country was the unani. 
nlOUS ,Vial of almoft every other Anlcrican. 
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BEF01E the Congrefs ventured on the impor. 
tant ftcp of changing the fovereignty of the co
lonies, they rent forth a r~folution, on the 15t11 
of May 1776, recommending to all of them to 
inflitute fortns of government. w 1'his was in
tended to afcertain the fenCe of the inhabitants 
on the important queftion of independence. In 
adopting this mealurc Congrefs, inftead of leading, 
only followed the voice of the people. South
Carolina had for near two months been in poffer. 
Clon of a regular government. Other {lates were 
engaged in framing their conftitutions, and in
ftruClions were foon given by almoft all the thir
teen colonies to their deputies in Congrcfs to 
concur in formally renouncing the fovereignty of 
Grrat .. Britain. Independence was finally decided 
on in Congrefs, and declared in Philadelphia, on 
the 4th of July 1776, in the fol1owing words: 

, INC 0 N G RES S, 
, J U L Y 4, 1776• 

C A declaration by the reprefentatives of the United 
, States of America, in Congrefs affembled. 

C W II EN, in the courfe of human events, it 
c beconles nectfTary for one people to diffolve the 
, political bands 'Vllich llave conneCted titem with 
, another, and to affume, among the powers of 
'the earth, the fcparate and equal nation to 
, whicll the laws of nature and of nature's GOD 

'entitle thenl, a decent refpeB: to tIle opinions 
, of 

YI See note XXII. 
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, of tnankind requires that they thould declare 
C the caufes which impel tllem to the feparation. 

, WE l)old thefe truths to be felf-evident; that 
C all men are created equal; that they are en. 
C dowed by their Creator with -certain unalienable 
, rights; that among thefe are life, liberty, and 
4 the purfuit of happinefs. That, to fecure thefe 
, rights, governments are inn:itut~d among men, 
.. deriYing their juft powers from the confent of 
, the gov~rned; that whenever any form of go
C vernment becomes de°ftru8i,'e of tllefe ends, it 
, is the right of the people to alter or to abolilfa 
'it, and to inftitute new government, laying its 
, foundation on fuch principleos, and organizing 
, its po\vers in fuch form, as to them {hall feem 
, 1l10ft likely to effeCt: their rafety an4· happinefs. 
, Prudence, indeed, ,viii diClate that governments 
, long e11ablifhed fhould not be changed for light 
, and'tranfient caufes; and accordingly all expe
, ricnce hath fhc,,·n, that maIlkind arc more dif
, pored to fuffer, while evils are fuiferabJe, than 
, to right themfelves by abolifhing the forms to 
, which they arc accuftomed. But \vhen a long 
~ train of abufes and ufurpltions, purfuing inva
, riabIy the fame objeCt, evinces a dcfign to re
educe thenl under abfolute defpotifnl, it is their 
, right, it is tlleir duty, to throw off fuell go
, vernnlent, and to provide ne\\· guards for their 
, futur~ fecuriiy. Such has been the patitnt fuf
, fcrance of tllcfe colonies; and fuell is now the 
, necefiity \vIlleIl confirains thenl to alter their 

, former 
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C former fyllcms of gO\,frnnlfllt. The hiftary c 

, of the prefent Kjng of Great.Britain is a hiftory 
, of repeated injuries and ufurpations. all having 
, in diretl objecl: the eft:ablifhmcllt of an abfolute 
c tyranny over thefe Rates. To prove this, let 
, faas be fubolitted to a candid world. 

'HE has refufed his aLfent to laws, the moa: 
, wboIefome and necetfary for the publick good. 

, Hs bas forbidden his governors to pars laws 
'of immediate and prefiiog importance, unlefs 
'{ufpended in their operation till his a1fcnt lhould 
'be obtained; and when fo fufpended lIe has 
, utterly negleCted to attend to theln. 

C He bas refufed to pars other laws for the ac
e commodation of large difiricrs of people, unlefs 
'thofe people would relinquif11 the right of repre
, fentation in the legiflature, a right inefiimablc 
c to them, and fornlidable to tyrants only. 

C HE has called togctl1er legiflative bodies at 
• places unufual, uncomfortable, and difiant front 
c the depofitory of their publick records, for the 
c fole purpofe of fatiguing them into conlpliance 
'with his meafures. 

C HE has diffolved reprefentative houfes repeat .. 
c ~dly, for oppofing, \vitil nlanly firnlnefs, his in
c vafions on tIle rights of tIle people. 
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• HE has refufcd, for a long time after fuch 
'diffolutions, to cauf: others to be c)eC}ed;' 
, wher~by the legiflative powers, incapable of an. 
'nihilation, have returned to the people at large 
, for their cxercife; the °{late remaining in the 
c mean-time expofed to all the danger' of inv·afion 
, froln without, and convulfions witllin. 

, HE has endeavoured to prevent the popula
, tion of there nates; for that purpofe obftrutt. 
, ing the laws for naturalization of foreignen; 
, refufing to r~fs others to encourage their migra. 
• tions hitht r, and raifing the conditions of ncw 
, appropriations of lands. . 

, HE bas obftruCled the adminiflration of juc. 
• tice, by refufing llis affent to laws for cftablifhing 
C judiciary powers. 

-c HE )13S made judges dependent on his wiD 
• alone, for the tenure of their offices, and the 
C amount and paymcllt of their falaries. 

C HE has ereCted a multitude of new offices, 
• and rent hither fwarms of officers to harafs our 
• people, and eat out their fubftance. 

'HE has kept among us, in times of peace, 
'ftanding armies, wirhout the confcnt of our 
, legiflatures. 

'lIE has affeCled to render the military 
, indelJendent 

o ~ 
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'independent of, and fupcrior to, the civil 
C po,,-er. 

, HE has combined with others to fubjcCl us to 
, a jurifdiaioD foreign to our conftitution, and 
, unacknowledged by our Jaws; giving his aifent 
, to their a8s of pretended legifiation : 

'For quartering large bodies of armed troops 
c among us: 

'For proteaing them, by a mock trial, from 
, punifhmcnt for any murders which they fhould 
, commit on the inhabitants of there flates : 

, For cutting off our trade with all parts of the 
C 'World: 

e For impofing taxes on us without our COD

e fent : 
, 'For depriving us, in many cafes, of the bene
C fits of trial by jury : 

'For tranfporting us beyond reas to be tri~d 
, for pr~tended offences: 

, For abolifhing the free fyflem of Englifh la,v8 
, in a neighbouring province, eftablilhing therein 
C an arbitrary government, and enlarging its boun
e daries, fo as to render it at once an example 
• and fit inftrumcnt for introducing the fame 
C abfolute rule into there colonies: 

'For tak!ng away our charters, abolifhing our' 
, moO: valuable laws, and altering fundamelltally 
, the forn18 of our governments : 

C For fufpending our o\vn legiflatures, and 
'declaring themfelves invefted \\,ith power to 
'legiOate for 11S in all cafes whatfoever. 

Y , lIr.: 
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c 11 E bas abdicated governnlent ltere, by de
c elaring llS out of his l)roteftion, and waging 
, war againft us. 

, II E 11as pltu1dered our fcas, ravaged our coafis, 
, burnt our towns, and dt:iiroycd lIle lives of our 
e l)eople. 

, II E is, at this ti111C, tranfporting large armies 
, of foreign 1l1crcenaries to COll1pltte the \vorks of 

'death, defolatiol1 and tyranny, aI'ready begun 
, \vith circllll1fiances of cruelty and perfidy, fcarce
e Iy paralltlled ill the Inofi: barbarous ages, and 
, totally un'_,·orthy the Ilcad of a civilized nation. 

, HE l1as cOllflraincd our fello\v.citizens, taken 
, captive on the Iligh feas, to bear arms againft 
'their country, to beconle the executioners of 
, their friends and brethren, or to fall tbenlCel,es 
, by their llands. 

, H - 1138 excited domefiick infurreaions a
e mongft us, and has endeavoured to bring on 
'the inhabitarats of our frontiers the mercilefs 
, Indian ravages, whore known ru)e of warfare 
c is an undiflinguifhed deftruClion of all agts, 
, fexes and conditions. 

" I N every fiage of tl1t"fe opprefiions \\"e have 
, petitioned for redrefs in the moillllllllblc tertDS : 
, our repeated petitions Ilavc been anf\vcred only 
, by repc:ated injury. A prince, ,vIlofe charaClcr 

, is 

~ 
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c is thus marked by every a8: ,,'11icl1 nlay define 
, a tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people~ 

, NOR have we been ,vanting in attention to 

c our Britifh brethrcR. '\Te 11£\,"e warned thetn 
C from time to time of attempts tnade l)y tllcir 
, legifiature to extend an llnwarrantab!e jurifdic
c tion over us. We Ilave reminded thetn of tIle 
c circumflal1ces of our cllligration and f~ttlclncnt 
'here. We 11ave :lppealed to their native jufiice 
, and nlagnaniulity, and we have conjured them, 
, by tile ties of our common kindred, to tlifavo\v 
, thefe ufurllations, whicll would inevitably inter
, rupt our conneCliol1s and correfpondence. 'l'hey 
'too have been deaf to tIle voice of jufiice 311d of 
, confanguinity. We nlUr~, tllerefore, acquiefcc 
, in the neccffity, 'Vllicll d~nounces our feparation, 
, and llold thenl, as we 1101J tIle rt Ii. of nlallkillU, 
'encmie3 in \var, ill peace friends. 

c. WE, therefore, the relJrcfentJti\res of the 
'United States of Anlerica, in general COllt;rcfs 
, a[embled, appealillg to the S\lprenle Judge of 
, the world for tIle rcaitude of our intentio1lS, do, 
, in the name and by the autl10rity of the gOOlt 
, people of theft: colonies, folenlnly 1)ubHf11 a~1d 
'declare, 'I'hat tllefe United Colonies are, and of 
, · h 

fig t Ougllt to be, FREE and I~Dr.:PE~DE~T 
, STATES; that they ar{~ abfolved frolll all aIle
, giancc to tIle BritiHl crown; anJ that alllJolitical 
, connection bct,vcen then] anti the {tate ot Great-
, Hritain is ilnd ought to be totally dil1uhTd ; and 

Itt ' thilt L. 
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c that a8 free and independent Rates, they have 
'full power to levy war, conclude peace, con. 
C traa alliances, .eftablifh commerce, and to do all 
, other ad, and· things which independent {lates 
c may of right do. - And for the fupport of this 
c decJar~tion, wi!I} a firm reliance on the protec
, tion of Divi.ne Providence, we mutually pledge 
, to each other, our lives, our fortunes, and our 
c facrcd honour. 

, J 0 H N HAN C 0 C K. 

{

JOfiah Bartlett, · 
, NEW.HAMPSHlllE, William Whipple, 

Matthew Thornton. 

< r Samuel Adams,' . 

'MAIIACHVIETTS-BAY 4 John Adams, . 
, : Robert-Treat Paine, 

l Elbridge Gerry~ 

• RHODE-isLAND, &c. 5 Stephen Hopkins, 
/ l William Ellery. 

r Roger S!lerman, 
• CONNECTICUT, ~ Samuel HuntingtoDt 

l
· William Williams, 

Oliver Wolcott. 
(William Floyd, 

, NEW.YOR.K, ~ Philip Livingfton, 

l
' Francis Lewis, . 

Lewis Morris. 

, N.tW-JE1SIYt 
.~ 
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C DELAWARE, 

~ MAI.YLAND, 

, VIRGINIA, 

C NOaTH.CAROLINA, 
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Richard Stockton, 
John Witherfpoon, 
Francis Hopkinfon, 
John Hart, 
A braham Clark. 

r Robert Morris, 
Benjamin Rulli, 
Benjamin Franklin, 
John Morton, 
George Clymer, 
James Smith, 
George Taylor, 
James Wilfon, 
George Rofs.· 

~ Czfar Rodney, 
l George Read. 
r Samuel Chafe, 
i William Paca, 
~ Thomas Stone, , 
l Charles CarrolJ~ of 

Carrollton. 

George Wythe, 
Richard-lieary Lee, 
Thomas Jetferfon, 
Benjamin Harrifon, 

lrl'hOlnas Nelfon, jun. 
Fran. Lightfoot Lee, 
Carter Braxton. 

~
William Hooper, 
Jofeph Hewes, 
John Penn. 

, SOUTH-CAROLINA, 
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, SOUTH-CAROLINA, 

Ij4 ) 
, 

(Edward Rutledge, 
j Tho. Heyward, jun. 
1 1'homas Lynch, jun. 
l i\rthur Middleton. 

{

Button Gwinnett, 
Lyman Hall, 
George Walton. J 

FRO~[ this nlonlent every thing aiTume{1 a new 
appearance. TIle Americans no longer appc:ared 
in tIle charaaer of fubje8s in arnlS againft their 
jovereign, but as an independent people, repelling 
tIle attacks of an invading foe. l'11e propofitions 
and fupplications for reconciliation wc::re done 
away. 1'he difpute was brought to a fingle point, 
whfther the late Britifll colonies filould be con
quered, enfiaved provinces, or free and indepen
dent fiates. 1'his dccifive Dleafure was adopted 
\vitllout affurances of aid from any foreign po\ver, 
and in the face of a Britifll force of fifty thou
fand men, and at a tinle wIlen COllgrefs llad no 
regular forces, but about twenty-five thoufand 
whicll had been enlified only for a few months, 
witllout any view to independence. In a fe\v 
days after it was receiv~d ill CllarlcftoD, and pro
claimed in the molt folemn manner. to tIle troops 
under arms. Tllis was follo\\"ed '\\~itl1 the firing 
of guns, ringing of hens, acclamations of the 
}Jeople, anti all the ufual parade of a publick re
joicing. rrhc declaration of indcpet\dence ar-
rived in Cllarlellon at a mort: favourable junClure. 
It found the people of South-Carolina cxafperated 

againft ~ 
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againfl Great-Britain for ]ler late hoftile attack, 
and elevated u·ith their fuccefsful defence of Fort 
Moultrie. It \\'as \VelCollleJ by a great nlajority 
of the inhabitants. In private it is probable tl1at 
fome condemned the nleafure, as ralhly adventu
rous beyond the ability of tile {late; but thefe 
private murmurs never produced to the publick 
ear a fingle exprcffion of difapprobation. 

WH EN prefident Rutledge officially tranfnlitted 
to the legifiaturc of the nate tIle at\ of Congrefs 
on the fubjett of independence, it was received 
.it·h tranfports of joy by the legiflati,'e-council 
and general affembly. The former expreffed their 
fentiments in the following words : 

'TilE declaration of tIle continental Congrefs 
'that the Unitet'o Colonies are, and of right 
, ought to be, free and independent fiates; that 
'they are abfolved from all allegiance to the Bri
C tifh crown; and that all political conneClion be
'tween them and tile fiate of Grcat.Britain is 
c and ought to be totally di1folved; calls forth all 
• our attention. It is an event whicll neceffity 
, had ren(iered n(lt only jufiifiable, but abfolutely 
c \lnavoidable. It is a decree now ,vorthy of 
• America. \\1 c tllankfully receive tIle notifica
c tion of, and rejoice at it ; and we are determined 
c at every hazard to endeavour to nlaintain it, 
'that fo, after ""C have departed, our cllildre11 
, and their lateft pofterity nlay have caufe to bIers 
C Our memorv.' ., 

TIlE 
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TH E general affembly czprcffed their approba
tion in the following addrefs: 

e IT is with the moR: unfpeakable pleafure we 
C embrace" this opportunity of expreffing our joy 
, and fatisfaCtioll in the declaration of the conti. 
, nental Congrcfs, declaring the Unit~d Colonies 
'frce and independent nates, abfolvcd from ale 
e legiance to the Britilh crown, and totany diC. 
e folving all political union between them and 
, Great-Britain-an event unfought for, and now 
, produced by unavoidable neceffity, and which 
c every friend to juftice and humanity muft not 
, only hold juftifiable as the natural effect of un· 
, merited perfecution, but equally rejoice in, as 
, the only effeBual fecurity againft injuries and 
, oppreffions, and the moll: promifing fource of 
, future liberty and fafety.' 

AFTER the termination of the unfuccefsful at
tack on the fort on Sullivan's ifland in June L176, 
the Britifh arms were for more than two years 
,\yholly employ~d to the northward. During this 
period Soutll-Carolina felt very few of tIle incon
,·eniencics w)lich were then grinding their bre
thren to tile northward. 1"hey were in pofftffion 
of a lucrative commerce, and comparatively hap
py. In the year 1777 alld 1718 Charleflon was 
the mart for fupplying with goods mofi: of the 
nates t<) tIle fouthward of New-Jerfey. Many 
hundrc<1 \vaggons ,were employed in this inland 

traffick. 
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traffick. At no period of peace "'ere fortunes 
more eafily or more rapidly acquired. 

WHILE Congrefs vigoroufly oppofed Great. 
Britain fronl their own refources, they did not 
negleCt the important bufinefs of negotiation. 
'fhe friendlhip of foreign powers, particularly of 
the-ancient and powerfll1 monarchy of France, 
was, froIlI tIle declaration of independence, car
neftly defired by tIle Dl \v-formed flatcs of Atne
rica. 'I'harc who write the gcnerallliftory of i\me
rican affairs, ,viII cntc-r into a detail of the circunl
nalu~~s \vhich, for [ol1le tinlC, delayed tIle ratifi. 
cation of a treaty that ',"as early propofed bet\veen 
the Congrcfs and Ilis Uloil: cllrifiian majefly. In 
this partial view of tIle revolution fuffice it to fay, 
that the comnlillioners of tbe United States cou1d 
not have addreired tllcl11felves to tIle court of 
France in more fa,'ourable circunlfiance·s. The 
throne ,vas illlcd by a prince in the flOYler of l1is 
age, animated \\"ith a de~re of rendering his 
reign illufirious. l"he lncans cnlploycd for tIlis 
purpofe by his nlo£1: cllrifiian majefty were virtue, 
juflice and firmnc(", tenlpercd ,vitll 1l1oderation. 
'flle Count de \T ergennes, tIle faithful fervant 
of this l\'lonarcb, ll~d ~rowD old in political 
knowledg~, and \\'as \vcll fatisficd tllat con· 
quells afe neitl1er the fllortefi nor the furcft way 
to true greatncfs.-rrllat jf lnooarchs defired to 

aggrandize their reigns, or to render thC111ft:lves 
the arbiters of furrounding nations, they 1l1uft 
cxercife nlodct ation, ;lntJ fllC\V thenlfc~vr~ tIle ))a-

, Z trons 
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trons of the \\geak and tile opprelfed, without 
taking any advantage of tllcir humble fituation. 

Us D F: R the influence of there principles, on 
t1le 6th of ~"ebruary I ii8, his nlotl: chriftian 
majcfl:y Louis the Sixteenth entered illto treati(s 
of anlity and conltnerce and of alliance with the 
American con1nlitIioners at Paris, on the footing of 
the 1l10fi: pt rtecl equality and recil}fOcity. By the 
latter of tht:fe that illu!lrious monarch becanlc the 
guarantee of the fovcrcignty and illdepclldcnce 
of tIlt tllirtt:en United States of Nortll-America. x 

Sue h a po\vcrful Ally, added to tilC llatural 
force of Anlerica, alarmed the fC.lrs of Great. 
Britain, and induced her to make an effort in tbe 
\vay of negotiation to recover her late colonie,. 
Governor Johnfione, Lord Carliile and Mr. Eden, 
were appointed comll1iilioncrs on tIle part of 
Great-Britain, to come to Anl(rica, and to offer 
Congrers a relinquifument of tIle parlialnentary 
exercife of taxation, and to confirm them in 
every immunity cOllfiftent witll an uilion of force. ' 
So expeditious was the court of Great-Britain 
in propofing thefe overtures, that the bills con
taining thenl were read in Congrcfs eleven days 
prior to any information received by that body 
of the alEance '''lith France being figned. A firm 
detern1ination, llnder no change of fortune ,vhat
e\'er to reccJe frotn tl1cir declaration of independ
ence, J;rompted Congrcfs in the fira infiance to 
rejeCt the l)rop~i~\ls of a RtUNION wit11 Great-

Britain. 
~i Sec 110tC :{ ~\.ll I. Y See note ~~~: I ,-. 
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Britain. Z After their conneClion \vitI) Fl-ance ,vas 
known, gratitude and nation~ll faith ,"~erc addi. 
tional incentivcas to continue in the fanl(! line of 
conduCl:. 

WH E N the alliance \\~ith France \\7as announced 
in Soutll-Carolina, it diffufed a general joy. It 
not only gave confidence to all in tlle final efla
blifhmcnt of tlleir independence, but reconciled 
them to the calamities of war. "rIley vie\ved 
their lnisfortuncs only as temporary, al1d lookeli 
fon\'ard to a fpeedy peace, when all their willies 
in favour of their country ,"'ould be realized. 
'fhe conduCl: of (~ongref~, in inftantly rejeCting the 
"ffers of the c0111tniffioners, ,\·as in all com))anies 
applauded. 'l'lleir propofals u~ere confidered as an 
infult one-red to tIle United States. 1·he fecond 
petition of Congrefs llad not afkcd fo muell as \vas 
then oi1cred. At that perioo tht! propofitions of 
Great.Britain wotlld 11ave beell gladly accepted, 
but to that petition the King of Great-Britain 
refufed an anfwt~r. After the colonies llad de
clared th~lnfelves indepcndt·nt nates -llad l)ledge 1 

their honour to abide by tllat declaratiob--had, 
under the fnliles of lleaven, tnaintained it for 
three campaigns witllOllt foreign aid-After tIle 
grtateft monarch in Eurol>e had entered into a 

. treaty witll ,theIn, and guarantied their indepen
dence--l\ftcr all tllis to degrade thenl{t.:lves fronl 
the rank of freemen to that of fllbjcCl:s-froIn 
fovereign flates to dependent provinces-"rere 
propofitions no \Vllt:re lefs relifhcd than by the ci. 

~ See note xxv. 
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tizt:lls of South.Carolina. The tide \vas fairly 
turned. Inftcad of that llankering after Great. 
Britain, which had Dlade a feparation painful, the 
current of popular opinions and pr~judiCts fan 
ftrong in an oppofite direftion. Several of the 
rOy~llifls, WllO before llad taken l)art with the 
Britifh, joined their countryn1en, and tool( the 
oaths to tIle ne\v government. Some cautious 
lnunicd men, WIlO l1eretoforc had preferred pri
vate to l)ublick fecurity, after there events, depo. 
fited large !ums in the publick funds, on the 
faith of the llCW government. 

Os a review of the trania«ions bet\veen Great
Britain and America froIll the year Iii"" to the 
year J 778, an attentive obferver cannot but re· 
Inark four difft:rent periods, in each of \vhich the 
contefl: bet\veen the two countries affumed a new 
cOlnplexion. l'hc parliamentary clainls of unli
mited fl1prelnacy-the Boflon port-acl-the abo
lition of the charter of l'vlaffachufetts-anJ the 
other acts of the like tendency, pafTed about the 
falne time-roufed the colonies ill J i74 to the 
~ppointnlent of a Congrefs, and to a declaration 
of tllcir exclufive rigllt to tax tlleillfclves, and 
regulate tlleir o'vn internal polity. '}'·o obtain a 
repeal of thirtet:n aCts of parliament, \vhich in
fringed upon thffe clainls, they petitioned the 
King of Great-Britain, and affociated to fufpend 
all trade till this repeallhould be obtained. The 
fucc(fs that had follo\ved two forlner attempts of 
tllis kind, flattered them that tllcir prefent willies 

would ~ 
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would foon be fully gratified. They therefore 
v'!ry generally came into the meafure, without 
forefeeing all the confequences, and without in
tending any thing farther than fuch a commercial 
oppofitioll as would ointereft the Weft.Indians and 
Britifh mercllallts in their behalf. rrhe refufal of 
this firft petition, and the fubfequent commence
ment of hoftilities on the part of Great-Britain, 
produced in the colonifts a determination to ()p
poCe force to force. A military oppofition \vas 
therefore adopted about the n1iddle of the year 
1775, but without a defign of effeCting a repara
tion fronl Great-Britain. At this fecond fiaO'e o 
of the "lllarrel tIle Congrefs prepared a fecond 
petitiol1, praying for the repeal of the obnoxious 
aCts. To give weight to tllis renewed application 
to the tllrone, and to rouft: the people of Eng
land to a fenre of the probable confequencc:s of 
their perfifting in the war, they formed a tempora
ry army, and publifued to the world their refoluti
on of defending their liberties at every llazard. ail 

Still nothing fartller ,vas intended than a rc
drtfs of grievances. The rejeCl:ioll of this fecond 
petition-the determil1ation to wage ,var in full 
.f"orm againfr the colonifis-and the aCt of par-
liament putting tIle whole of tllem out of the 
King's proteaion-gave birth to a tllird and Ul1-

forefeen meafure-the declaration of indepen
dence. WitllQut this t1ley IDUft either have tub~ 
mitted with their grievances unredreffed, or 
carried 0\1 a war under the appellation of fubjeCts . 

In 
aa See note x x ,PI • 

• 
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in arms againfl: their acknowledged fovereign, in 
which cafe 110 foreign power could have openly 
affified them. After this meafure was adopted, 
a frederal union might have taken place between 
Great-Britain and Alnerica, by which the for. 
DJer might have fccured to herfelf a gre:.lt part 
of the trade of the latter, without any expence 
on account of her civil eftablifhments. Infl:ead 
of propofing allY thing of this kind, Great-Britain 
carried on tIle war for tIlt! campaigns of J 776 
and 1777 profeifcdly witll a view to redllce them 
to unconditional fubmiffion, and ofi~red nothing 
to the ITnited States bcfure April 17;3, \vhich 
tIley could \vitll IJOnOllr or rafety acc~pt. After 
a treaty llad been concluded bet\veen 11'rance and 
Anlerica, Great.Britain rent Ollt conlnliiIioners 
to offer Congrcfs more than a repeal of the acrs 
lvllich \\"cre at firft the fouree of the ditj?ute. 
Dy this conduCt the virtually ackno\vledged file 
had been llitherto in the \vrong 49 2nd aHD gave 
the Ullitcd States an opportun!LY of evincing to 
tllcir new tilly tIle fincerity of tllcir engagements. 

IF the Congrers had at tllis late hour liflened 
to the p:opofitions of Great .. Britain for a reunion, 
the world \-\·OlllJ have juftly cllarged tllcnl \\'ith 
tIle \Vlnt of 110nolir Ctnd gratitude. rrhey would 
alfo Il2.\,c forft:ited the future confidence of r,very 
I:uropean po\vcr. It is alfo no\v kno,vn, by in .. 
fOflnation {inee obtained, tl1at evell though the 
fiates of Alnerica had il:;rccd witll tIle royal com-

111 iffioners, 
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miffioners, tIle ruling-powers of Great.Britain 
would not have ratified the convention. 

FRO~{ this time for\vard conlmenced the fourth 
period of the contcft. rl'he colonies were llot 
only Joft to Great-Britain, but their whole \veight 
was thrown into tIle oppofite fcale of }t'rance. 

THO t:G II the continental Congrefs, ill con
dulling the llppofition to tIle Illother-COulltry, 
did little 1110rc than give an eflicient operation to 

the willies of their conflituents; yet tIle Britiih 
commiflioners flattered tllemfelves that an aPl)li. 
cation to the local Icgiflatures, and the people at 
large, would be Dlorc fuccefsful. r!'llCY tllcre
fore next addreffed tllclllfelves to t11e individual 
ftates, and denounced [ lle extren1 itie~ of war on 
thole who continued to prefer tIle alliance \\pit11 
France to a reunion ,,,itI1 Grc~t-Britain. bb l~hjs 

did not produce the inti1l1tdation cxp«~cd fronl 
it, nor \\'ere their propnfaIs tl10rC fayourabJy re
ceived by the local lrgiflatllres, or the people, 
than tiley hali been by the contillcntal Congrefs. 
'Vhen the flag- arrived \\'itll their o\perturcs fel)a. 
rately addrLf!ed to the governor, tIle atlcnlbly, 
rhe military, the clergy and tIle people, of SOlllh
Carolina, it ,,"as drtaincd in the road 11~ar the 
harbour of Chall~fion, till prcJidcnt T ~()v .. ·nde3 cC·l1· 

vened h i~~ council, ;l1id the 11cads cr Icading-ll1ell 
of the dint"rent ordcr~ of tIle inhabitants, to 

\\'holn tht,V ,Vl re addrf:n~·d. .i\s foun as tIle l(~t-
ter:; 

i.:- ~c" l'ote .. :" ,.] t ... '-. . . - . ... . 



( 184 ) 

ters of the Britifh commiffioners were read to 
the gentlemen convened on this o~cafion, an 
unanimous refolution was adopted to order the 
flag-veffel immediately to d~part the nate. This 
was acconlpanied \vith a reprimand for attempting 
to violate the conftitution of the country, by 
offering to negotiate \vith the fiate in its feparate 
capacity. 

THE inhabitants of tIle United States, adher-
. ing to their own declarations,. and to their nati. 
onal engagements \\·ith France, perfcvered in 
refufing to reunite \vith Great. Britain, or to 
conclude a peace witll her other\\- ife than on 
principles of independence, and in concert with 
their allies. To deter the Britifll from executing 
their tl1reats of laying wafte the country, Con
grefs recommended to fuc~ of tIle inhabitants of 
the United States as lived in places cxpofed to 
the ravages of the enemy', imnlediately to build 
huts at leafl: thirty nliles difiant frolR their llabi. 
tations, and to convey tllitller their \,'omen, chil
dren, and others not capable of bearing arnlS, 
together with their cattle and other nloyeabJe 
property. They alfo publifhcd to the \vorld a 
refolution, and nlanifcfto, fetting forth their fixed 
purpofc of retaliation, and al)pealing to Heaven 
for tl1e reCtitude of tlleir intentions. cc 

FRO'[ the tin1e of the declaration of indepen
dence the attention of Congrcfs ,,·as engaged in 

framing 
CC See note XXVIII •. 
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framing articles of confederation, to bind tIle 
thirteen fiates in one common bond of continel1~" 
al governnlcnt. 'Vllen this was agreed to by 
Congrets, it ,vas fublnittc:J to the qilTertnt l~gii:' 

latures, acconlpanicd \vitil an adJrc[", of l.vhich 
the foI!, ·ving is a IJart: 

c CONGRESS 113ving agreed UpOll a l)]an of 
, confederacy for fecuring tl1<: frcedo111, fovereip;n
, ty and independ(~nce of tIle U nitc4.1 States, au
, thentick copies are no\v traufnlittcd for tIle con~ 
, fideration of tilt! rcfpe8:ive lcgiflatures. 

C TIllS bufincfs, equallf intricate a~.d impor
'tant, has ill its progrct~ been attended \vitll un
e conlDlon t111barraflillcllts and delay, \vhich the 
, D1011: anxious folicitude and perfcvcring diligence 
e could not prcvellt. To fOrJll a I)Crnlanc:nt union, 
, aCCOnlt110dated to the opinion and \vifilCS of the 
, delegates of fo nlany {tates, ditfering ill llabits, 
C produce, COlllnlercc an\.l internal l)olicc, '\·a~ 

• c fO{Jnd to be a ,vor 1~ ,vIllell 110thing but ti~e and 
c reflcaion, confpiring \yitll a difpofition to COlI

c ciliate, could luaturc and accolllplifll. 

, I-IARDLY is it to be expected that allY plall, in 
c the variety of pro," iliollS t·{felltial to our union, 
c lhould exactly correij)ond \vith the InaxinlS alhl 
C political vic\ys of every partil."ular {late. Lt t it 

, be rcnlarl~cd, that, a fter the 1110tl c~\reful c:nqui
, ry and the f ullefl infornlatiun, this i~ propofcd 
, as the l)efi: \vhicll co~lJ be adapted to tl1c cir-

A a ' cUlllUauct"i 
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, rumtlances of all, and as that alone which affords 
, any tolerable profpeCl: of a general ~atification. 

'PER~[IT us, then, ~arne{lly to recommend 
C thefe articlc:s to the immediate and difpaffionatc 
'attention of the legiflatures of the refpeCl:ive 
'ftates. Let them be candidly received under 
, a fenfe of tIle difficulty of combining, in one 
, general fyfienl, the various fentiments and in-
, terefls of a continent divided into fo many fo-
, vert:ign and independent communities, under a 
, conviaioll of tIle abfolute neceffity of uniting 
, all Ollr councils, and all our ftrength, to main
'tain and defend our common liberties. Let 
, tI1em be exa mined with a liberality· becoming 
, bretllren and fello\v-citizens, furrounded by the 
, fanle imminel1t dangers, contending for the fame 
, il111ftrious prize, and deeply interefted in being 
, for-ever bound and conneCled together by ties 
, the moil: intimate and inditToluble-and, final. 
'Iy, let thenl be adjudged ,vitll the temper and 
, rnagnaniluity of ,,,ife and patriotick legiflators, 
.' \vho, \vlllle they are concerned f()r the profperity 
, of their o\yn n10re inlmediate circle, are capable 
C of rifin(; fupcrior to local attacllmcnts, when 
, they may l)c inconlpatible '\\?ith the rafety, hap. 
(piners and glory of the general confederacy.-
, \\T e have reafon to regret the tilne \vhich has 
, elapfed in rrcparing t1l:!> plan for confideration ; 
c \\~ittl additional folicitude \\'e look for\\"ard to 
, that \vhich mufi: be necet1:'lrily fpent before it 
, can be ratified. Every 1110tive loudly calls upon 
~ us to ilaficn its conclufion.' ~rHE .~ ... 
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THE folemn difcuffion whictl this grand bond 
of frederal union underwent, both in Congrefs 
and the different {lates, delayed the fubfcription of 
it till the 9th of July 1778. Difficulties relative to 
the property and difpofal of the back unappro
priated lands occafionc:d fome of the: fnlall natcs; 
"ho had no vacant weflern territory, to delay {till 
longer. The fmall fiates, with great jufiice, con
tended that the unappropriated weftern country 
Alould be the common property of the llnion, 
and pledged as a fund for finking the continental 
debt. Some explications on this fubjeCl: having 
taken place, on the firft of March 1781 the flate 
of Maryland completed the confederation by their 
dcltgates fubfcribing tl1e fanle. She concurred 
in this meafure as well from a defirc to perpetuate 
and ftrengthen tIle union, as fro III a confidence 
in the juflice and generofity of the larger flates
that, fuperior to loral intercfts, they would con
fcnt to fueh arrangements of tIle unappropriated 
lands, included in their refpeClive cllartcfs, a;) 
~ood policy required, and the great exertions 
of th~ir nate in the comlnon caufe hat) io highly 
defcrvcd. By tllis conlnlon cement of the tllir
teen flates the government of South.Car()lina, as 
"ell as that of the otller parts of the confederacy, 
has beconle fome\vhat conlplex. 1"he individual 
~tes are fovereign in all matttIS of illterm.l po
lity, but are fubjeCl: to tIle control of Congrcfs 
lVith refpeEt to peace and war-fending and re-. . . . 
c:elvlng ambaffadors-building and ellU1pptng a 

l ...... bavy-rcquifitions for men l'nd mcm'y for the 
t..- co n\111" 11 
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c(,nlmon defence-regulating tlte alloy and va1ue 
of coin-fixing the ftandard of ,,,,eights and 
rntafures-rtogulating the trade, and managing 
all affairs witll the Indians not members of any 
of the fi:Jtes-cO:ablifhing and regulating poll:. 
offices fro~n one ftat~ to another-efi:abli1hing rules 
for decidin~, in all cafes, \vhat captures on land or 
'~·a:er fll:dl be legal, or in ,vhat manner prizes 
fllall be ~~rpropriated-gral1ting letters of marque 
and rel'rifal in tilnes of peace-appointing CfJurts 
for the trial of piracies and felonies committed 
011 the hig!l fe:as-or of cftabliflling courts for 
receiving and determining finally appeals in all 
cafes of capture - and ccciding, on appeal, all dif. 
putes and differences bet\vecn two or Inore Hates 
concerning boundary jurifdidion, or any other 
€aufe \";llatc\"er. It feems to l1avc been the fpi
Tit of the conft:deration, that the feparate Hates 
fhould be fovercign in all their internal concerns, 
but that they fhould be fubjc.:Ct to Congrcfs in all 
111atters in which the \\'holc union was intcrefied, 
and for the t'ift"cling- of \v hich the fcparate local 
legiflaturcs \vcre in:.ldcquate. dJ III return for 
thi~ l)ort~on of foycr<:ignt y, d<:legatcd to the con
ti ncntal (~ongrcrs, the ill di ,·id ual fiates are enti. 
tlLd to the protection of the \vllolc confederacy .. 

~)O() x :\ft~r the Britifh comnliHioncrs \\;cre con
\' :1! (cd of t h~ inefficacy of negotiation, to effeCt 
a r(U~liOIl of the colonies \\~itll Great-Britain, the 
"'.'::'J rccc:!1!llcnced, but entirely on a new fyftem. 

lIirherto 

~d Sec note XXIX. 
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Hitherto the conqueft of America had been at
teolpted by proceeding from north to fouth; but 
that order was from this period inverted. The 
northern nates in their turn obtained a diminu. 
tion of their calamities, while South-Carolina, 
and the adjacent fettlements, became the principal 
theatre of oifenfive operations. 

NOT E S. 
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A" ail "dij&onlinuc, in fuch I1lQl1ner and for Jucb 
time as are thcr.:in mliltiollcd, the landing and 
difcharzing, lading aM flippillg of goods and 
WllreJ, or merchandize, ot the town, and within 
tht harbour of Bqflvll, in the provin,e of MoJIiz
chufi,tll-Boy, in North.Aulcrj,·a. 

t'ITHERE AS dangerous comlnotions and 
\IV infurreBiol18 have been fomented and 

raifed in the to\vn of Bollon, in the province of 
Ma{fachufetts-Bay, in New.Ell~land, by divers ill. 
atfeCl:ed perfons, to the fubverfion of his lllajefty's 
government, and to the utter defiruEtion of t" 
publick peace and good order of tIle faid to" 
in which commotions and infurrecrions ce' 

B b va' 
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valuable cargoes of teas, being tIle property of 
the EaR.lndia company, and 011 board certain 
ve[els, lying within the bay or harbour of Bof~ 
ton, were feized and deftroyed: and whereas, 
in the prefent condition of the faid town and har
bour, the COlllmerce of his majcfty's fubjea~ 
Cclnnot fafely be carried on there, nor the cur. 
toms, payable to his majefty, dllly colleCted; and 
it is therefore expedient that the officers of hi, 
majeR:y's culloms fhould be forthwith removed 
from tlle raid town; . 

MA Y it pleafe your nlajefty tllat it may be 
cnaCted, and be it enaCted by the King's moft 
excellent Dlajefty, by and with the advice and 
confcnt of the lords fpiritual and temporal, and 
commons, in this prefen~ parliament afftlnblcd, 
and by the authority of the fame, that, from and 
after the firfl day of June 1774, it fhall not be 
lawful for any perfon or perfons whatfoc\'er, to 
lade or put, or caufe to be laden and put, off and 
fro~ any quay, \vharf, or other place within the 
faid to\vn of Bofton, or in or UPOll any part of the 
fhore of the bay ~ commonly calltd the harbour 
of Bofton, betw~en a certain headland or point 
called Nahant-Point on the eaA:ern fide of the 
entrance into the raid bay, and a certain other 
'cadland or point called ~\.lderton .. Point, on the 

'fi:ern fide of the entrance into tIlt! faid bay, or 
f upon any ifland, creek, lalldillg-placc, bank 
',er place, within the faid bay or Ilcadlands, 

'y iliip, yclfel, light\:r, boat, or bottom, 
any 
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tny goods, wares. or merchandize whatfoevcr, 
to be tranfported or carried into any other coun
try, province or place wbatfoever, or into any 
other part of the faid province of the Ma1fachu
fetts-Bay in New-England; or to take up, dire 
tharge, or lay on land, or caufe or procure to 
be taken up, difcharged, or laid on land, within 
the faid town, or in or upon any of the places 
aforefaid, out of any boat, lighter, {hip, vefTcl' or 
bottom, any goods, wares or merchandize what
roever, to be brought from, any otller country, 

J province, or place, or any other part of the faid 
province, of the Maffachuf~tts.Bay, in New-Eng
land, upon pain of the forfeiture of the {aid goods, 
wares and merchandiz'e, and of the faid boat, 
lighter, ihip, veffel 'or other bottom into which 
the fame filall be put, or out of which the fame 
fhal1 be taken, and of guns, ammunition, tackle, 
furniture and flores, in or belonging to the farne , 
and if any ruch goods, wares or merchandize, 
thall, within the raid town, or ill arty the {'laces 
aforefaid, be laden, or taken in fronl the {bore, 

. into any barge, hoy, lighter, wherry, or b~at, 
from or out of any {hip or veffel, cUllling in and 
arriving from any other country or province, or 
other part of tIle province of the Maffachufctts.
Bay in New-England, ruch barge, hoy, lighter, 
-berry or boat, fhall be forfeited and loftr 

AND be it further enaaed by tIle authority 
.corefaid, that if any wharfinger, or keeper of any 

wilarf~ 
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\vbarf, crane or quay, or their fervants, or any of 
them, filall take up and land, or knowingly fufFer 
to be taken up and land~d, or {hall fhip off, or 
fuffer to be waterborne, at or from any of the raiel 
wharves, cranes or quays, any fuch goods, wares 
or merchandize; in every ruch cafe, all and every 
wharfinger alld keeper of fuch wharv(s, cranes 
and quays, and every perron whatfoever who 
{hall be affifi:ing, or otherwife concerned in the 
{hipping, or in the loading, or putting on board 
any boat or other veffcl, for that purpofe, or in 
the unfhipping fuch goods, wares and merchan
dize or to whore hands the fame iliall knowingly 
conle, after tIle loading, ihipping or unfhippiog 
ther~of, {hall forfeit and lofe treble tIle value 
tllereof, to be computed from tIle llighell: price 
which fuel) fort of goods, \vares and merchan
dize fhall bear at the place where ruch offence 
{hall be comlnitted, at the tilne wIlen the fame 
filall be fo committed, togetller ,vith the yeifels 
and boats, and all the horfes, cattle and carriages 
whatfoever made ure of in the lliipping, unfllip
ping, landing, removing, carriage or convey
ance of any of the aforefaid goods, 'var~s and 
mere hand ize. 

A ~ D be it further enacted by tIle authority 
aforefaid, that if any fhip or vcifellhall be moored, 
or lie at anchor, or be feen hovering \vithin the 
faid bay, defcribed and bounded as aforefaid, or 
within one league of the faid bay fo defcribed, or 
the raid headlands, or any of the iflands lying 

between 
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between or wit-hin the fame, it iliall and lllay be 
lawful for any admiral, chief commander, or 
commifiioned officer, of his majefiy's fleef or 
ihips of war, or for any officer of his 1l1ajefty's 
CDRams, to conlpel fuch {hip or velTel to depart 
to lOme otller port or harbour, or to fuch fiation 
u the faid officer lhall appoint, and to ufe fuch 
force for thatpurpofe as thall be found neceifary ; 
and if fnch {hip or veffel fhall not depart accord. 
ingly, ,vithin fix hours after notice for that pur
pore gi,'en by fuch perfons as aforefaid, fuch {hip 
or veffel, together witll all the goods ladell 011 

board thereon, and all the guns, alllmunirion, 
tackle and furniture, {hall be forfeited and loft, 
\\·bctllcr bulk filall have been broken or not. 

PItOVI D F.D always, that notlling in this aft 
contained iliall extend, or be confirued to extend 
to any military or other flores for Ilis nlajefiy's 
ufe, or to the lhips or veffels. wllerein the fame 
lhall be laden, whicll {hall be C0111tniffioned by, 
and in the immediate pay of hi:; nlajell:y, Ilis heirs 
or fucceffors ; nor to any fuel or viCtuills brought 
coaftwife frOID any part of the continent of Alne
rica, for tIle necctTary ufe alld fuftenance of the 
inhabitants of the faid town of BoftOII, provided 
the veffel wherein the fame are to be carried iliall 
be duly furnifhed with a cocket, and let pars after 
having been duly fearched by the proper officer 
of his lnajefly's cufioms at l\'1arblehead, in the 
port of Saleol, in the faid province of l\'laff'achu
fetts-Bay; and that fome officer of his Inajefi:y's 

CUftOllls 
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cufioms be al(o there put on board the f;lid veffei; 
who is hereby authorized to go on board, and 
proceed with the faid vefftl, together with a fufti~ 
cient number of perfons, properly armed for hi. 
defence, to. the raid town or harbour of Hofton; 
nor to any {hips or veffels which may hapP(I;n to 
be within the raid harbour of BoHon, on or be. 
fore tIle firA: day of June 1774, and may have 
eithet laden or taken on board, or be there with 
intent to load or take on board, or to land or 
difchargc any goods, wares and Dlerchandize; 
provided the fatd {hips and veffels do depart the 
faid harbour, within fourteen days after tIle faid 
firft day of June 1774-

AND be it further enaCl:ed by the authority 
aforefaid, that all feizures, penalties and forfei
tures, inftic.led by this aa, {hall be made and pro. 
fecuted by any admiral, chief commander, or 
-:ommiffioned officer of his majelly's fleet or fhips 
of \var, or by the officers of Ilis majefiy's cufloms, 
or fome of thein, or by fome other perfon de
puted or autllorized by W:lrrant from the lord 
high treafurer, or the commiffioners of his rna
je{\:y's treafury for the tiDle being, and no other 
perfon whatfoever: and if any fuch officer, or 
other perron 3tlthorized as aforefaid Ihall, dirca· 
Iy or indireCtly It take or receive any bribe or re
\vard to connive at fuch lading or unlading, or 
iliall make or commence any collufive feizuret 

information or agreement for that purpofe, or 
il1al1 do any ether aCl: whatfoc.ver, whereby the 

.goods; 
...4 
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goods, wares and m('rchandize prohibited as 
aforefaid, filall be fuffered to )afs either inwards 
pr outwards, or whereby tIle forfeitures and pe
nalties inftiaed by tllis aCl: may be evaded, every 
ruch offender filall forfeit the fum of five hun~ 
~red pounds for every fuch offence, and iliall 
become incapable of any ofllce or employment 
~ivil or military: and every perron ,,,ho ilial1 give, 
pifer or prolnife, any fuch bribe or reward, or 
'all contratt, agree, or treat with any perron fo 
authorized as aforefaid to comlnit any fuch offence, 
fhall forfeit the funt of fifty pounds. 

AN 0 be it further enaacd by the authority 
aforefaid, that the forfeitures and penalties in
flicted by tllis act thall and may be profecuted, 
rued for and recovered, and b~ divided, paid and 
applied, in li,ke manner as other penalties and for
feitures inflittcJ by any acl or aCts of parliament, 
relating to the trade and re\'enues of tIle Britifll 
colonies or plantations in America, are direped 
to be profecutt:d, fued for or recovered, divided, 
paid and applied by two feveral acts of parlia
ment, the one paiTe.d in the fourth year of his 
prefent nlajefly, elltitled, 'An a8: for gratlting 
, certain duties in the Britifh colonies and plan
e tations ill America, for continuing, .amellding 
C and making perpetual an acl: paffcd in tile fixth 
~'year of the reign of his late majefty King 
~ George the fecond, entitled, An act for the 
~ better iccllring and encouraging th(: trade ~f 
chis nlajefly's fugar-cQlonies in AIDcrica, for 

, applying 
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, applying the produce of fuell duties, and the 
, duties to arife l>y virtue of- the aiorcfaid at} to
, wards defraying tIle cxpences of protetting and 
, fecl1ring the faid colonies and plantations; for 
C eXl)laining an aCt nlade in the twt:nty.fifth year 
, of the rl'ign of King Charles tIle iecond, en. 
, titled, An aCt for the encouragcnlcnt of the 
, Greenland and Eafiland trades; and for the 
C better fccuring the plantation trade; al1d for 
'altcr~ng an(\ dijallowing feveral drawbacks on 
, exrorrs from this'kingdom; and more efleChl. 
, aUy preventing the clandefiine conveyance of 
, goods to i\nd frolll the faid colonj(~s and plan. 
'tations, and improving and fecuring the trade 
'between the fame and Great-Britain:' The 
other paffed in the eighth year of his prefent 
majefiy's re.ign, entitled, 'An aCt: for the nloce 
, ('afy and effectual rc::covery of the penalties and 
'f0rfeitur~s inflicled by tIle acts of parlialnent 
, relating to the trade or revt:nuc~ of tile Britilh 
, colonies and plantations in Anlerica.' 

AND be it furtller enaCl:cd by tIle autllority 
aforefaid, that every charter-party, bill of lading,. 
and f)th~r contraCt for configning, flli}Jping, or 
carrying any goods, ,vares and Inerchandizc 
whatfoever, to or front the raid to\Vll of Boilon, 
or any part of the bay or Ilarbour thereof de
fcribed as aforefaiu, whicll have beell nlade or 
entered into, or which thall be 1I1adc or entered 
into, fo long as this ad: filall rClllaill in full force, 
relating to any fhip which fllall arrive at the faid 

town 
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town or harbour, afte-r the firll: day of Jllne 1774) 
"fhall be, and tIte falne are 11ereby declared to be 
'utterly ,'oid, to ~llJ illtcn,ts and purpofes whatfo
ever. 

AND be it further enaCted by the authority 
aforet:,id, that whenever it fhall be made to ap
pear to his majefiy in his priyy-counci,l, that peace 
'and obedic:nce to the la\,,:; iliall be fo far i-efiored 
ill the faid town of Bofton, that the trade of 
Great-Britain may be rafely carried on there, anli 
his majefly's cufc:oms duly colledcd, and his rna· 
)e!ty, in his privy-council, fhall adjudge the fame 
to be true, it filall and may be lawful for ])is rna
'jelly, by proclanlation, or order of counci.l, to 
';ffign and point the extent, bounds and··limits of 
the town ~nd· harbour of Bonon, and of every 
creek or ha\'cn \\'ithin the fame, or ill the iflands 
within the precinCt thereof; and alfo to affign 
·and appoint fuch and fo many places, QU3)TS and 
wharves, within the faid harbour, crteks, haven.s 
and iflnnds, for the landing, difcllarging, lading, 
and fhipping of goods, as his ntajelt)" his heirs 
or fucceifors, fllall judge neceffary and expedient; 
and alto to appoint fltch and fo nlany officers of 
the CUflOIllS therein~s his majefiy f11:lH think fit ; 
after ~w\'hich it fh~lI be la\\~ful for any perfon or 
perfons to lade, or put ofT from, or to· difcharg·e 
and land upon, fuch \YI13rVes~ qua~'s and place~, 
fo appointed \\·ithin the faid harbour, and none 
. ~th~r, :1Oy r,oods wares and merchandize ~vhat.. 

P~OVIDE9 
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cPJlO\"IDED always, tl1at if any goods, wares or 
mercllandize, lhall be laden or put off from, or 
difcharged or landed upon, any other place, than 
the quays, ,,,harves, or l)laces fo to be appointed, 
the fame. together with the {hips, boats, and 
other vtffc:ls elnployed therein, and the horfes, or 
otller cattle and carriages ufed to convey the 
fatne, and the perfon or perfons concerned or 
affifting therein, or to wllofe hallds the fame {hall 
kno\vingly come, fllal1 fuffer all tile forfeitures 
and penalties impofed by tllis or any otIler au 
on tile illegal fllipping or landing of goods. 

PRO\" ID ED alfo, and it is hereby declared and 
enaaed, that nothing herein contained {hall ex
tend, or be conftrued, to enable his nlajefty to 

appoint fuch port, Ilarbour, creeks, quays, 
\\ llarves, places, or officers, in tIle faid town of 
Donon, or in the faid bay or ifiands, until it fhall 
fufficicntly appear to his nlajefiy, that full fatis
faCtion l1atl1 been nlade by or on bellalf of the 
inhabitants of the faid town of Bofton, to the 
united conlpany of nlerchants of England, trad
ing to the Eafi:.Indies, for tlic damages funained 
by the raid company, by the defl:rutiion of their 
goods fent to the faid town of Bofton, on board 
certain {hips or vefft=ls as aforefaid, and until it 
1hall be ctrtified to his Inajefiy in council, by the 
governor or lieutenant-governor of the faid pro
vince, tl13t rcafonable fatisfaaion hatll been Dlade 
to tIle officers of his majefly's revenue, and other; 
who fuffercd by the riots and infurreCtions above-

mentioned, 
.. ~ 
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mentioned, in the months of November and De
cember, in the year '773, and in the month of 
January 1774-

AND be it further enaCled by the authority 
aforcfaid, that if any aCl:ion or fuit lhall be com
menced, either in Great-Britain or Alnerica, 3-

gainft any perfon or perfons, for any tIling done 
in purfuance of this aCl of parliament, the de
fendant or defendants in fuch aCtion or fuirs, nlay 
plead ,the general iffue, and give the {aid aCl:, and 
the fpecial matter in evidence, at any trial to be 
had thereupon, and that the fame was done in 
purfuance, and by the authority of this atl:; and 
if it lhall appear fa to have been done, the jury 
fball find for the defendant or defendants; and if 
the plaintiff {hall be non-fuited, or difcontinue his 
aaion, after the defendant or defendants {hall 
have appeared; or if judgnlent iliall he given on 
any verdiCl: or demurrer againft the plaintiff, the 
defendant or defendants fhall recover treble colls, 
and have the like remeuy for the fame, as de
fendants llave in otl1er cafes by la,,'. 

N 0 'I~ E 
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NOT E II. P AGE 16. 

. . 

An Qc7 for the better rcguiilting the go't'crllnlenl " 
~he p~~~vjn,e rf the ltloffachllj~~tIJ-B(ly, in 1{t'UJ
Englar.d. 

WHERE4L~S by letters patent llnJer the 
. great fc:al of England, Inade in the third 
year of the reign of thtir late Dlajcfiies ~ing 
'Villiam and ~een l\Jary, for uniting, ereaing, 
and incorporating the feveral colonit's, territories, 
and traCts of land therein mentioned, into one 
rea1llro\'ince, by the nanlC of th~ir. tllajefiies pro
vince of the l\1affachufett.s-Bay, in New-England, 
""hereby it ,,"as, anlongft otller tl1ings, ordained 
and efl:ablifhed, that the governor of tlle raid pro
,rince fhould, frQrn thenceforth. be .appointed and 
~on1m.iiEonated by their lllajcilies, th(;ir heirs and 
fuc(:e1fors : it \\'as ho,.vcver granted. and ordained, 
t.hat froln the expiration of the terln, t()r, and 
d\)rin~ whicll the eight and t\vcnty perfons, nanl
ed in the faid. letters patent, \\·ere appointed to 
be rIle firil counfellors or at1iflants to the gover
nor of the raid province for the tinle being, the 
aforeElid nunlber of eight and t,venty counicllors 
or atlit1ants fbould yearly, once in c"ery ~'car, 
f9r-e\"~r t~eredftcr, be, by t.he general court or 
affembly, nc\\·ly chofen: and \\"hcrcas the {aid 
metllod of elt'Cting fuch counfcllors or al1iJtants, 
to be vefled with the feveral po\vt"rs, authorities 
~nd privileges therein mentioned, although con-

formable rt'f 
.• & 
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. 
formable to the praaicc, theretofore uf<"d, iu 
fuell of tIle colonies tllercby united, ill which the 
appointnlent of the refpeciive governors had 
~ccn velled in the general courts or alfelnblics 
of the faid colonies, hath, by repeated expt:ricnce, 
been found to be extr~mely ill-adapted to the 
plan of gOyernnll~t cfiabliflled in the province of 
the Mafiachufctts-Bay, by the faid letters patent 
herein befo,re Dlentionca, and hath been ~o far 
from contributing to tIle attainment of the good 
ends and purpofes thereby intended, and to the 
prolnoting of the internal welfare, peace and 
good go\"CrnUlcnt, of the faid province, or to the 
maintenance of the juft fuuordination to, and 
conformity \vitll the laws of Great .. Britai!l, tl1at 
the nlan~er of cxercifing tIle po\vers, authorities, 
and privil~ges aforefcliJ, by tIle perfons fo anllU
ally eleCl:ed, ha~li for fOlne tinle paIt bec~ fuell 
as had the mofi: tnatlifcft tendency to obfirucc, 
and in great meafure defeat tIle execlltio!l of the 
laws, to \,'caken the attachnlcnt of ilis maiefiv's 

.J J 

\VelI.ditpo(cd fubjeCls 111 the faill province to his 
majefiy's governnlent, and to encourage the ill
difpofc:d a~nong thenl to procccli even to aCls of 
airefi refifta'nce to, and defiance (If, his n'lajeRy's 
authority; and it llath accordingly happ':ned, 
that an open refinance to the execution of the 
laws hath aaually taken place in the to\vn of Bor. 
ton and the neighbourhood th~reof, witll1n tl'lt! 
faid provin'ce: and wh"ercas it is, tInder thefe 
circumftances, become abfolutely ntcefiary,· in 
~der to the prefcrvation of the peace and ~o'od 

'"., order 
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order' of the faid province, the proteClion of his 
Inajefty's ,vell-difpored fubjcaCls therein refident, 
the continuance of the mutual benefits arifing 
from tIle comlDcrce and correfpondcnce between 
this kingdom and the raid province, and the 
maintaining of the ju!1: dependence of the raid 
province, upon the cro\vn and parliament of 
Great-Britain, that the raid m~thod of annually 
eleCl:ing the coullfellors or affifiants of the faid 
province fhould no longer be fuffered to conti
nue, but that the appointment of the raid coun
rellors or afiiftants lhould hencefortll be put upon 
the like footing as is eftablifhed in fuch other of 
his majefly's colonies or plantations in America, 
the governors \vhereof are appointell by his ma
jelly's commiffion under tIle great feal of Great
Britain: Be it therefore enaCl:ed, by the King's 
nlofl excellent Dlajefiy, by and with the advice 
and confent of the lords fpiritual and tenlporal, 
atld COll1mons in this prefent parlialnent affem
bled, alld by the authority of the fame, that, 
fronl and after the firll: day of Auguft, one thou
rand feyen Ilundrt:d and feventy-four, fo 111uch of 
the charter granted by their majefties King Wil
lianl and ~ecn Mary, to the inhabitants of the 
faid province of the l\1atfachufc=tts-Bay, in New
England, and all and every claufe, matter and 
tiling, tllerein contained, Wl1ich rfllates to the 
time and manner of eleCting tIle affiftants or 
counfello~s for the faid province, be revoked, 
and are hereby revoked and made void and of 

none 
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none efteCl; and tllat tile offices of all counfel
Jors and afiifiants, eleCted and appointed in pur
fuance thereof, fIlal1 from thenceforth ceafe and 
determine: and tllat, fronl and after the faid firft 
day of Augull, one thoufand feven hundred and 
fcvrnty.four, the councilor court of affifiants of 
tlie raid province, for tIle time being, {hall be 
compored of ruch of the inllabitants or proprietors 
of lands witllin the fame, as thall be thereunto 
nominated and appojnted by Ilis majeft)T, his heirs 
and fucce1fors, from tiole to time, by warrant 
under his or their fignet, or fign-manual, and 
with the advice of the privy .. council, agreeable to 
the practice no\v ufed in Terpett to the appoint
ment of counfel1ors in ruch of Ills tnajeily's otller 
colonies in America, the governors wllereof are 
appointed by conl01ifiion under the great feal of 
Great-Britain: pro\"ided, that tIle number of tIle 
raid affiftants or cOl1nfcllors fila)l not at anyone 
time exceed thirty .. fix, nor be lefs than t\velve. 

AND it is hereby further enaCted, that tIle raid 
afliflants or counfcilors, fo to be apl)ointed as 
aforefaid, fhall Ilold tlleir offices refpeaively, for 
and during the pltarure of his majclly, llis heirs 
or fucceffors, :llld thall have and enjoy all the 
pow~rs, privileges and ilnmunities, at prefent 
held, exercifed, alld enjoyed by tIle affi!lants or 
counfellors of the faid provillce, conftituted and 
cleCl:ed fronl tilne to time, under the {aid char
ter, except as herein zfter excepted; and ilia11 
alfo, upon their adnlifiioll intl) the faid cO\lncil, 

, and 
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and before they enter upon the extcution of tb~i~ 
oilices, refpeClively take the oaths, and make, 
repeat and fubfcribe, the declarations requir~d~ 
as well by the raid charter as by any law or laws 
.of the faid province now in force, to be takrn 
by th~ affiflants or (~ounfel1ors, who have bec'.l 
fo eleCl:ed and conflituted as aforefaid. 

A ND be it further enaCled by tIle authority 
aforefaid, that, from and after the firfi day of 
July, one thoufaIld feven hu~dred and feventy~ 
four, it filal) and may be lawful for his majelly'~ 
go,·ernnr, for the tinle being, of t]le [aid province·, 
or, in his abfen.ce, for the lieutenant-governor, 
to nominate and appoint, under the feal of the 
province, from tinle to time, and alfo to remo\te, 
",.ithout the confent of the council, all judges of 
the inferior courts of common-pleas, commiffion~ 
~rs of oyer and ternlincr, the attorney.general, 
provofis, nlarfllals, jullices of the peace, and 
other officers to the councilor courts of juftice 
belonging; and th:lt all judges in the inferior 
courts of cOlnmon-!llt:as, cOlnnli.ffiol1ers ~f oye~ 
and terminer, the attorney-general, provofls, mar· 
thaIs, jllfiices, and other otliccr fa appointee! by 
the governor, or, in llis abfence, by tIle Jirute
nant-g~ver~or, alone, Q1all and lllay have, -hold 
and exercife, their faid offices, pO~\l'ers and au
thorities, as fully and completely, to all intenta 
aJld PUTI)ofes, as any judges of tIle inferior courts 
of common-pleas, comnlifficners of oyer ;lnd teT-

~niner:l 
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miner, attorney-general, provofis, mar1hals or 
other officers, have or might have done hereto
fore under thf~ faid letters patent, in the third 
year of the reign of their late majefties King 
William and ~een Mary; any law, fiatute or 
ufage, to the contrary Ilotwithfianding. 

P.R.OVIDED always, and be it enacted, that no
thing herein contained, fila]l extend, or be con
ftrued to extend, to annul or make void, the 
commiffion granted before the raid firfl: day of 
July, one tlloufand feven hundred and feventy
four, to any judg~s of tIle inferior courts of COllI

mon-pleas, cOlnmiflioners of oyer and terminer, 
the attorney-general, provofts, marlhals, juftices 
of the peace, or other officers; but that tlley may 
held and exerciie the fame, as jf this aCl: had 
Dever been IDade, until the fame ihall be deter
mined by death, reoloval by tIle governor, or 
other avoidance, as the cafe nlay happen. 

AND be it furtller .ena8ed by the authority 
aforefaid, that, from and after the faid firf! day 
of July, one tlloU'~\nd feven hundred and feventy. 
fuur, it iliall and nlay be lawful for his majefty's 
governor, or, ill Ilis 6lbfcI1Ce, for the lieutenant .. 
governor, for t1le tilne being, of the faid province, 
from time to tilllf', to nOlninate and appoint tIle 
fheritfs \\'ithollt the confcnt of tl1c council, and 
to remove fuell theriffs with fuell confent, and 
not other,,·ife. 

.A.ND 
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AND be it further enacted by the autllority 
aforffaid, that, UpOll every vacancy of tIle offict:s 
of chief-juftice and .1 udges of the fuperior court 
of the faid province, from and after the raid firft 
day of July, one thoutand feven Ilundred and 
feventy.tollr, the governor for the time being, 
(lr, in his abfence, the lieutenant-governor, with. 
out the confent of the:: council, filall have full 
po\ver and authority to nominate and appoint the 
IJerfons to fucceed to the faid offices, who fhall 
hold their commifiions during the pleafure of his 
Inajell:JT, his 11eirs and fucceffi)rs; and that nei. 
tIler the chiet .. juflice or .iudg~~ appointed before 
the faid firfi day of July, one thoufand feven 
htlndred and feventy-follr, nor (hore \vho {hall 
hereafter be appointed purfuant to this afl, {hall 
be rClnoved unlefs by the order of his majelly, 
his heirs or fucceffors, under his or their fign
manual. 

Axn \,·llcreas, by fcveral aas of the general 
court, \,"hich have been fro:n tinle to tiU1C enaCt
ed and I)~tfied \\"ithin tIle raid province, the free-
1101ders alld inllabitants of tIle f<;vcral townfhips, 
difi:ricrs and precinas; qualified as i~ therein ex
preff'ed, are autllorized to a1fenlblc together, an
llually or occafionally, upon notice given, in ruch 
manner as tIle faid. acts direct, for the choice of 
felelll11cn, conftables and other officers, and for 
tIle lnaking and agreeing llpon fucll lleceffary 
rules, orders and by-la\vs, for tl1C dircainI~' nla~ 
llaging and ordering, the prudential affairs ot 

fuch 
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fuch townlhips, diftriEts alld precil1cts, and for 
other purpofes: and whereas, a great abufe has 
betn made of tIle po\ver of calling fuel} Dleetil1gs, 
and the inhabitants have, contrary to the defign 
of their inftitution, been nlined to treat upon 
matters of the molt general concern, and to pars 
many dangerous and unwarrantable refolves: for 
remedy \vhereof, be it enatled, that, from and 
after the faid firfi: day of Auguft, one thoufand 
kven hundred and feventy-four, no tneeting thall 
be called by the relearnen, or at the requeCl of 
any number of frt:eholders of any townfhip, dif. 
tria or prccinCl:, without the leave of tIle gover
nor, or, in his abfence, of the lieutenant-gover
nor, in writing, eXllrefling the fpt:cial bufillc:fs 
of the faid meeting, firft had and obtained, ex
cept the anl1ual nleeting ill the nlonths of l\Jarcll 
or l\1ay, for the choice of fc lectolen, conflable$ 
and otllfr officers, or except for the choice of per
fons to fill up the offices aforefaid, on the death 
or renl0val of any of tIle pertons JirJl t"lcclcJ tel 

ruch offices, and alfo, except any lneeting for the 
ejection of a reprefentative or rCl1refentJtives in 
tbe general court; 311J tllat 110 other lllalter Ihall 
be treated of at fuel) Ineetings, except the elec
tion of their aforefaid ofiicers ()r reprefentatives, 
nor at any other Ineeting, except tIle bufinefs 
expreffed in the lea \"e given by tIl(; goverr,or, or, 
in his .abfcnce, by tIle lieutcllant .. govt:rnor. 

AND whereas tIle nletllod at pre fent uff(l ill 

the pro\'ince of Maifachufetts-Bay, in America, 
of 
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of electing perfons to f(rve on grand-juries, and 
other juries, by the freeholders alld inhabi
tants of the feveral to\vns, affords occafion for 
many evil praCtices, and tends to pervert tile free 
and impartial adnlinif1:ratiol1 of juftice: for re
Dledy whereof, be it further enaCted by t]le au
thority aforefaid, that, from and after the refpcc
tive times appointed for tIle holding the g~nrral 
feffions of the peace in the feveral counties within 
the faid province, next after tIle mont!l of Sep
telIlber, Olle thoufand fe\"cn 11undred and feventy
four, the j\lrOrS to fcrve at the fuperior courts of 
judicature, courts of affize, general gaol-delivery, 
general feffions of the peace, and inferior couns 
of common-pleas, jn the feveral counties \\pitbin 
the faid province, filall not be tleaed~ nominated 
or appointed, by the freellolders and inhabitants 
of the feveral tOWllS within the faid rcfpeClive 
counties, nor fummoncd or returnt:d by the 
conftallles of tIle faid to\vns; but that from 
thenceforth, the jurors to fcnpe at the fuperior 
courts of judicature, courts of aflize, gentral 
gaol-delivery, general fcftions of t hl! I)eacc, and 
inferior courts of conlmon.pleas, \vithin the raid 
province, iliall be fummoned alld returned by the 
fuerilfs of the refpeCtive counties \\'ithin the faid 
pro'1ince; and all \vrits of Venire I.acias, or 
other procefs or ,,,arrants, to be iffued for the 
return of jurors to ferve at the faid courts, fball 
be direcrtd to the fheriffs of t lIe faid counties 
rcfpe8ively; any law, cullom or ufage, to the 
contrary notwitllllanding. 

PRO\"lDED 
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PllO\~'DED always, and be it furtl1er enaCl:ed 
by tIle authority aforefaid, tllat where-ever the 
fheriff of any coanty fhall happen to be a party, 
or interefted or related to any party or perron 
intereftrd in any profecution or fuit depending in 
any of the faid courts; that then, in fuch cafe, 
the writ of Venire Facias, or other procers or 
warrant for the fUlnnloning and returning of a 
jury for the trial of fuch proiccution or fuit, {hall 
be direCted to, and executed by, the coroner of 
fuch count,-; and in cafe fuch coroner {hall be -alfo a party, or illterefied in, or related to, any 
party or perron interefted in fuch profecution or 
fuit, tllen the Venire. Facias, or other procefs or 
warrant, for tIle fUlnmoning and return of a jury 
for the trial of fuch profeclltion or fuit, Ihall be 
dircCled to, and executed by, a proper and in
different perron, to be appointed for that purpofe 
by the court wherein fuch profecution or fuit 
fIla11 be depending. 

AND tllat all fheriffs may be tIle better inform
ed of perfons qualified to ferve 011 juries at the:: 
fuperior courts of judicature, courts of affize, 
general gaol-delivery, general fefIions of the 
peace, and infc:rior courts of conl1non-pleas, with
in the raid province, be it further enafled by 
the authority aforefaid, tllat the conftables of 
the refpeCl:ive towns, within the feveral counties 
of the iaid province, {hall, at tIle gl leral (eillons 
of the peace to be holden for .each county, next 
after the month of ~eptember in every year, 

upon 
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upon the firft day of tIle raid te:l1ions, return 
elJId deliver to tIlt! jullic~s of the Ileace in open 
court, a tru~ Iill, in \VI iti llg', of the nanles and 
place~, of abode of all pt:rfons \vitllil1 the rerpec
tive to\V!1S for \vhich tlley fer\'e, or the difirias 
tllereof, qualified to lcr,~e upon juries, \vith their 
titles :lIld addition~, bet\YCell the age of one and 
t\ycnty years., and the age of ftventy years; 
Wllic11 faid juflices, or ~ny t\VO of tlu:nl, at the 
faid fcfiions ill the refpeaive counties, fhall caufe 
to be dcEyered a duplicate of the afortfaid lifts, 
by the clerk of t11e }1CaCe of eyery county, to 

the ilicriffs, or their deputies, ,,,ithin ten days 
after fucll fcilions, and CJUre eaell of the faid lins 
to llC fairly ~ntered in a book by the clerk of 
the peace, to be by hillI provided, and kept for 
tllat l)url)ofe 3111on:;{1 tllc records of tlle f~iJ 
court; and 110 {]u.:ritf fhall j tn!1~ n nel or return 
any l'criotl or ptrfons t(> fervc upon any grand
jury or p~tit .. !ury \yhatfl)c\"er, in any of the hlid 
C()iirts t!1~:t ih~:!l not b~ natn<.:J or nlclltioncd in 
fuch l,lt: all{l, to prc:\"cnt a failure ()f jufiice. 
thrl}u~ll t!le neglt:C1: l)f conflabh.:s t'1 nlake fuch 
r~:tu;:!~ of l)erfons (lualiGc\.l to ftr\'c on juries, as 
in and l)y tbis aCt is direC1:rd, tl1~ clerks of the 
i:C~Ct: of tIle faid f~\·cral counties are h~reby rcquir
(:d and comnl~~ndrd, t';rcntv days at le;lfl: next be
fore the' nl0nth of SCDten1' )cr," ycarlv :--tnd every 

.. J J 

year, to ifit~e forth precep\.s or \,·arrants, under 
their rc'i~ec11\"e Ilan~~;:; and feals, to the rt.fpeCtivc 
conilablcs of the fcvcraI to\vns \vitIlin the faid 
refpedivt: counties, requiring them and every of 

th~~ 
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them, to nlakc fucll return of }lerfolls qualified 
to ferve ul10n juries as llcreby rcfpeClively direCl:. 
ed; and every conltable failing at any tinle to 
Dlake and deliver fuell return to the jufiices ill 

open court, as aforefaid, fllall forfeit all,l incllr 
the penalty of five pound-i ficrling to Jlis nlajeliy 
and his fucceffors; to be recovered by bill, plaint 
or infornlation, to be profecutcd in any of the 
courts aforcfaid; and in orller tllat tIle cOllflal)lcs 
may be tIle better enabled to Inake conlplete lifis 
of all perfons qualified to fervc on juries, tIle 
confiables of the fe\'eral to\yns filall llave free li
berty, at all fcaionabIc times, upon requefl: by 
theut nladc to any officer or ~flicers, ,vllo ilia!l 
have in his or their Cl1fiody an)· bo01" or account 
of rates or t,lxes on the frcel1od('r~ f)r iHhabitants 
within fuell rcii)ccti,,.c to\\-:13, to inf])('(l the fanl~, 
and take fronl thtnce the nanlC:S of fucl1 perron·:) 
qualific(l to fc r\"c on j ur: l' 5, J ",·el1 i I~ g" \\" i tllin the.; 
rcfpeaivc to\VfiS for ,,·hit.:li fucll ji~~~ ~~.!~ tl) be 
given in 3na returnetl pUrfUJllt to tIl: 'i act; and 
fhal1, in tIH.! lHOnll} of' Scptenlber, }::arly and 
every year, UPO!l t\VO or lilOft: Svndays, tlx upon 
the door of the Cl1UfCll, (liapcl" and every other 
publick place of lcligious ,vorfllil) \V!th!ll tllcir 
refpec'ivc prcci:~as, a true anll cxa(t lin: of all 
fuch Jlcr!()l1S intcnt.!(d ttl l)~ rt;turneu to the faid 
general fciiiot~S l,f t~lc reacc, as tltlalifird ... to ferve 
on juries, l1urfuant to the dirc[tiolls of tl1js 3tt; 
and leave .. at tilt.: J:UllC tinlc, a dupJi" ate of fuell 
lift \\'itll t h~: tl)'\-n-clerl~ (Jf the f;.till pl~lCC, to be 
perufelt \)y the frcl,h\."ldlr.; ~nd inhabitants tllere

of, 
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of, to the end, that notice may be given of per
fons duly qualified wIlo are omitted, or of perfons 
inferted by nliftake who o\lg1lt to be olnitted out 
of fuch lifts; and it fhall and may be lawful to 
and for the juftices, at tIle general fe1lions of the 
peace to which the faid lifts illall be fo returned, 
upon due proof made before tIlenl of any perrOll 
or pt:rfons duly qualified to fcrve on juries being 
omitted in fuch lifts, or of any perron or perfons 
being inferted therein who ought to have been 
omitted, to order llis or tlleir llalne or names to 
be inferted or ftruck out, as the cafe olay re
quire: and in cafe any conflable {hall \vilfully 
omit, out of ruch lift, any perron or perfons, 
",·hofe nallle or DaInes ought to be inferted, or 
{ball wilfully inft=rt any perfon or perfons who 
ought to be onlitted, every conftable fo offend
ing, thall, for every perron fo onlittc:d or inferted 
in ruch lift, contrary to tIle true illtent and mean
ing of this aCt, be fined by the raid jufiic(s, in 
the raid general feffions of the llcace, in the fum 
of forty fhillings fterling. 

PROVIDED always, and be it enaCl:ed by the 
authority aforefaid, tllat in cafe default fhall at 
any tilne hereafter be Inade, by any ("onflable 
or confiables, to return liiis of perfons qualified 
to rerve on juries within any of tile faid towns 
to tIle faid court of general feffions of the p~ace ; 
then, and in fuch cafe, it fhall and may be Ia\\'
ful for the fheriff of the county, in ,,,Bic11 fuch 
default fllall be Illade, to funlnlon aIld return to 

the ...,. 
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the feveral courts aforefaid, or any of them, Cuell 
and fo Inany p~rfons d\velling in fuch to\vns, or 
the Jiftrias thereof, qualified to fer,Te on juries, 
as he thall thilik fit, to fcrve on juries at fuch re
jpcclive courts; any thing herein contained to 
the contrary thereof in any\vife not\vithflanding. 

AND be it furtl1er enaaed by the authority 
aforcfaid, that every fUDlmons of any perfon, to 
fcrve upon any of the juries at the faid courts, 
or any of tllem, {hall be made by the iheriif, or 
other perron, ten days at leaR: before the holding 
of cver)p fuch court; an~ in caie any juror, fo 
to be fummoned, be abfent from the ufual place 
of his llabitation at tIle tilne of fuch rummans, 
notice of fuch fumlnons !hall be given by leaving 
a note in \\'riting, under the hand of fucb filt

rur or perfon, c011taining the contents' ther~of, 
at the d\vellingllouJe of fuch juror, \yith fome 
perron inhabiting in the fame. 

I)~o'·JDED a}\vays, and be it further enaCled 
by the authority aforefaid, that in cafe a fuffi. 
cient nunlbt-r of Ilcrfons qualified to fl"r\"e on 
jurit~ fli,\ll 110t :ll)I.,~ar at the faid courts, or any 
of thelll, to pcrforul the fef\'ice of grand or petit
jurors; that then, and in fuch cai~, it 1hall be 
iawful for the faid court to iffue a \vrit or precept 
to the fllcriif, rt.:quiring IJiln to fumnlOtl a fuffi
~icnt nU111bcr of otl1er perfons l1ualified to ferve 
'~n \U t i!'~ ! !11 !llc lJ::ltely at fuel} CIJU rt; and fuch 

p~rfon~ 
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perfons arc hereby required to appear and fcrve 
as jurors at the faid courts accordingly • 

AN D be it further enaCled by the autl10rity 
aforefaid, that no perron who iliall fer\"e as a ju
ror, at any of the raid courts, fhall be liable to 
ferve again as a juror' at the faDle court, or any 
other of the courts aforefaid, for the fpace of 
three years then next following, except upon 
fpecial juries. 

AND, in order that fheritfs Inay be informed 
of the perfons who have ferved as jurors, it is 
hereby furtller ena8ed by the authority aforefaid, 
that every fheriff Ihall prepare and keep a book. 
or regifter, wherein the nanles of all ruch per
fons 'VllO 113\"e ferved as jurors, witll their addi. 
tions and places of abode, and the till1es when, 
and the courts in which they fcrved, thall be ale 
phabetically entered and regificred, Wllich books 
of regill:ers 1hall, fronl tilDe to time, be delivered 
over to tIle fuccceding flleriff of the faid county, 
within ten days after he fball enter upon his 'Jf. 
fice j and every juror \VIIO fhall attend and ferve 
at any of the courts aforefaid, may, at the expi
ration of the time of holding every fuch court, 
upon application to the lheriff or his deputy, 
have a certificate, imnlediately, gratis, fronl the 
fheriff or his deputy, tefiifying fuell his attend· 
ance and fervice; which faid certificate the faid 
fheriff, or llis deputy, is required to give to every 
rueh juror. 

ASD 
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AND be it further enaCled by tIle authority 
aforefaid, that if, by reafon of challenges or 
otherwife, there fhall not be a fufficient number 
of jurors for the trial of any J~rof,-cution for any 
mifdemeanor, or any action depending in any of 
the raid courts; then, and in ruch cafe, the jury 
{hall be filled up de 1~alibus Circurnfiantibus, to 
be returned by the flleriff, unlefs he be a party) 
or interefted, or related to any party or perfon 
interefied ill fuch profecution or aaion; and, in 
any of \\'hich cafe~, to be returned by the coro
ner, unlc:fs he be a party, or interefted or related 
to any party or perron interclled in fuch profecu
tion or aClion; and, in any of there cafes, to be 
returned by a proper and indifferent perron, to 
be appointed by the court for that purpofe • 

• 

ASD be it furtller enacred by the authority 
aforefaid, that in cafe any perron fummoned to 
ferve upon the grand or petit-jury, at any of the 
courts aforefaid, or upon the jury in any profe
cution, aaion or fuir, depending in any of the 
raid courts, fhall not appear and ferve at the raid 
courts, according to tIle faid rummans, (not having 
any reafonable excufe, to be allowed by the judges 
or juftices at fuch court) he fhall he fined by the 
judges or juftices of ruch court in any fum not 
exceeding the fum of ten pounds, nor lefs than 
twenty {billings fterling. 

AND be it further enaCted by the authority 
aforefaid, that every lheriff, or other officer, to 

whom 
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who:n the Venire Facias, or otller proeei;; or war. 
rant, for the trial of caufcs, or funlllloning ot 
juries, iliall be direCted, fhall, upon 11is retur~ll to 
every fuch \\"rit, or other procers or warrant, 
(unlefs in cafes "yhere a fpecial jury iliall be 
firuck by order or rule ()f court, purfuant to this 
act) annex a pannel to the raid writ, or procers, 
or warrant, containing the chriflian anu fur
nanles, additions and places of abode, of a com· 
petent number of jurors, named in fuch lifts, 
whicll number of jurors filall not be lefs than 
t\venty.four, nor Dlore than forty-eight, without 
direCtion of the judges or jufiices of {uch court 
or feffion, or one of tllem, who are hereby rea 
fpeCl:ively empowert:d and required .. if he or they 
fee caufc, by order, under his or tlleir refpec
ti-,e hand or ilands, to direCl: a greater nUlllber; 
aI1U then fuch number as 1I1ail be fo direal;d {hall 
be the number to be returned to fcr\"c on fuch . 
Jury. 

A~ 0 be it further cnaut.:o l)y the authority 
~ 

aforefaid, that for the trials of ail aaions or fuits 
depending in any of the faid court~, the name of 
each and every perron \vho {hall l>e fummoned 

". and returned as aforefaid, witll his addition, and 
the nlace of his abode, {hall be \vritttn ill le\'c
ral _ .. Ju difiinCl: pieces of parcillnent or paper. 
being all as near as Inay be of equal fize and 
bignefs, and {hall be dclivere(l unto the officer to 
be appointed by the court for that pllrpofe, by the 
fllcriff, untler-fhcrifi", or fome :lgcnt of his; and 

fhaH, 
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fhall, by dircCtioll :lnd care of fuch offictr, be 
rolled up all as near as may be, in t)le fame 1l1an.;. 

ner, and put together in a box or gJafs, to be 
provided for tllat purpofe; and when any. caufe 
1hall be brought on to be tried, fome indifferent 
perron, by direaion of the court, may and iliall, 
in open court, draw out t\velve of tIle raid parell .. 
ments or papers, one after anotl1er, and if any 
ot the perfons, \Vl10fe names fhall be fo drawn, 
{han not appear, or fhall be cl1allenged, and fuell 
chal1enge allowed, then ruch perron fhall pro
ceed to draw oth~r parcllnlcnts or papers from 
the raid box, till twelve indifferent perfons iliall 
be drawn; which twelve indifferent perfons, be
ing f\\"orn, iliall be the jury to try tIle faid caufc: 
and the namcs of the perfons fo dra,vn and f\\iOrll 

{hall be kept apart by themft:lvcs, ill {anle othc~ 
box or glaIs, to be kept for tllat purpofe, till 
fueh jury 11lall Ilave givcn in tlleir verdiCl:, :And 
the fame is recorded, or until fuell jury Ihall, l)y 
confent of the partirs, or leave of tIlt! court, be 
difchargcd; and then the h'1me names fllall be 
rolled up again, and rettlrned to the fOt"mer box 
or glars, tl1ere to be kept, witll tIle other nalnes 
remaining at that linle undrawn, and fo toties 
quoties, as long 3S any caufe renlains then to be 
tried. 

AND be it furtllcr enatred by the authority 
aforefaid, tllat it iliatl and may be lawful to and 
for the fuperior court of affize. and court of 
common-pleas, upon motion made on bcllalf of 

llis 
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llis majefty, his heirs or fucceffors, or on the mo
tion of any profecutor or defendant, in any in
diCl:lnent or information for any mifdemeanor 
depending, or to be brought or profecuted in 
the raid court, or on the motion of any plaintiff 
or plaintiffs, defendant or defen'dants in any aCl:i. 
on, caure or fuit whatfoever, depending, or to be 
brought and carried on in the raid court, and the 
raid court is hereby authorized and required, 
upon motion as aforefaid, in any of the cafes b~
fore-mentioned, to order and appoint a jury to be 
ftruck for the trial of any iffue, joined in any 
of tile faid cafes, and triable by a jury of twelve 
men, by fuch officer of the faid court, as the 
court iliall appoint; and for that purpofe the 
fheriff~ or his deputy, iliall attend fllCh officer 
with the duplicate of the lifts of perfons qualified 
to ferve on juries; and ruch officer fhall there
upon take down, in writing, from the faid dupli
cate, the names of forty-eight perfons qualified to 
ferve on juries, with their additions, and places 
of abode, a copy whereof fhall fortllwith be de. 
livered to the profccutors or plaintiffs, their at
tornies or agents, and another copy thereof to 
the defendants, their attornies or agents, in fuch 
profecutions and caufes; and the faid officer of 
the court aforefaid {haH, at a time to be fixed 
by him for tllat purpofe, firike out the names of 
t\velve of the raid perfons, at the nomination of 
tIle profecutors or plaintiffs, their attornies or 
agents, and alfo the names of twelve others of 
the raid perions, at the nomination of the faid 

defendants 
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defenda.nts in fuch profecutions and fuits, and 
the twenty-four remaining perfons fhall be ftruck 
and fummoned, and returned to the faid court as 
jurors, for the trial of fuell iifues. 

PROVIDED always, that in cafe the profecu
tors or plaintiffs, or defendants, their attornies 
or agents, iliall negleCt or refufe to attend the 
officer at the tilne fixed for ftriking the names of 
twenty-four pcrfons as aforefa.id, or nonlinate the 
perfons to be ftruck out; then, and in ruch cafe, 
the faid officer {hall, and he is hereby required 
to ftrike out the names of ruch number of the 
faid perfons as fuch profecutors or plaintiffs, or 
defendants, might llave nominated to be firuck 
out. 

AN D be it further el13tied, that the perron or 
party who iliall apply for ruch fpecial jury as 
aforefaid, thall not only bear and pay tIle fees for 
ftriking rueh jury, but iliall alfo pay and difcharge 
all tile expences occafioned by the trial of the 
c:aufe by fuel1 fpecial jury, and iliall not have any 
further or other allowance for the fame, upon 
taxation of cofts, than fuch perron or party ",·ould 
be entitled unto, in cafe the caufe had been 

. tried by a COtlllnOn jury, unlefs the judge, before 
whom the caufe is tried, iliall, imnlediately after 
the trial, certify, in open court, under 11is lland, 
upon the back of the record, that the fame \vas 
a caufe llroper to l>c trit·d by a fpccial jury. 
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A~D be it further enaaed by the authority 
aforefaid, that in all aaions brought in any of 
the faid courts, wllere it thall appear to the court 
in \vhich fuch aCtions are depending, that it will 
be proper and l1eceffary that the jurors who ~re 
to trv the iffues in an\r fuch aCtions, fhould have 

~ J 

the ,·ie\\' of the lllcfiuages, lands or place in qutf-
tion, in order to their better undcrftanding the 
evidence that ,viii be given upon the trial of 
fuch iffues, in e,"cry fuch cafe tIle refpctliye 
courts ill "pllich fucll aclions thall be dt:pt:n~ing 
may order the jury to tIle place in queftion, who 
then and there 1hall have the Illatters ill quellion 
lhewn them by two perrons to be appointed by 
the court: and the fpecial cofts of all fuch .ic,,·s 
as allo\ved by the court, fhall, before tile trial, be 
paid by the party \vho moved for tIle view, (the 
adverfe party not confenting thereto;) and 1hall~ 

at the taxation of the bill of culls, have the 
fanle allowed llinl, upon Ilis reco,pering judg
ment in fuch trial; and upon all ,·iews ;vitll the 
cOllfent of parties, ordered by tIle court, lhall, be. 
fore trial, be equally paid by the f~id partit:s; and 
in the taxatioll l)f the bill of cofts, tIlt: party reco
vering judgment {hall l1a\'c tIle fum by Ilitn paid 
allowed to l.inl ; any la\v, ufagl! or cutlOlll, to t~e 
contrary 11ot\vithftanJing. 

As D b~ it further enacted by the autllority 
aforefaid, tllat if ~lny action fhall be brought 
againil any fheri.ft~ for ,,,hat he fhall do in execU
tion, or 1))" yirtuc: ()f t1tis ~lc1, he luay l>lcad the 

fft.:ncr,~! 
\-' ~~ 
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general ifiue, and give tIle fpecial matter in evi •. 
dencc; and if a verdict: fIlall be found for hilll, 
he fbaJl recover treble colls. 

N 0 1~ E III . P AGE 16. 

.An all for the in/partial adminiflration r1 jufiice in 
the cafts of perflns qucflioned for any alls don~ 
by them in the executjon of the fir"" or for the 
JuppreJlion of riots and tunltlils, in the pro~n{e 
of tlJe M~ffiJchuftlts-B(ly, in New-England. 

W HERE.l\S in l1is majc::fty's province or 
Maifachufetts-Bay, in New-England, an 

atteolpt hath lately been made to thro,v off the au
thority of the parliament of Great-Britain over the 
faid province, and an adual and avowed refiftance, 
by open force, to tIle execution of certain aCls of 
parlianlcnt, Ilath been fuffcred to take place, un
controled and unpunifhed, in d~fiancc of llis 1113-

jefty's authority, and to the utter fubvcrfion of all 
lawful government: and where,ls, in the prefent 
difordered fiate of tIle faid pro,-ince, it is of the 
utmoft importance to the general welfare thereof, 
and to tIle re .. ellablifhlllent of la\vful authority 
throughout the fanlc, that neither the magifirates 
aaing in fupport of the la,vs, 110r any of his rna
jefty's fubjecl:s aiding and aflifiing thenl therein, 
or in the fuppreffion of riots and tU111ults, raifed 
in oppofition to the executioll of the la\vs anll 
ftatutcs of this reairn, fllould be difcouraged from 

F f the 
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the proper difcharge of their duty, by an appre-
11enfion, that in cafe of their being queftioncd for 
any aas done therein, they may be liable to be 
brought to trial for the fame before perfons ,,'ho 
do not ackno\\pledge the validity of tile laws, in 
the execution whereot, or the autllority of the 
rnagifirate in the fupport of Wh001, fuch afls had 
been done: in order therefore to renlove every 
fuch difcouragement from the minds of his rna
jef1:y's fubjeCls, and to induce them, upon all pro
per occafions, to ~x<=rt thenlfelves in fupport of 
the publick peace of the pro\,ince, and of the 
3l1t]10rity of tile King and parliament of Great. 
Britain oyer the fame; Be it ena8ed by the 
King's moll excellent majefty, by and with the 
advice and confent of the lords fpiritual and tem. 
poral, and commons, in this prefent parliament 
aifembled, and by the authority of the fame, that 
jf any inquifition or indiClment filall be found, or 
if any appeal fhall be fued or preferred againR: 
any perron, for murder or other capital offence, 
in the province of the Maffachufetts-Bay, and it 
fhall appear, by information given upon oath to 
the governor, or in his abfence, to the lieutenant
governor of the raid province, that the faa was 
committed by the perron againf1: \VhOnl rueh in
quifition or inditlment fhall be found, or againft 

. whom fuch appeal iliall be rued or preferred, as 
aforefaid, either in the exccutioll of his duty as a 
mag;ftrate, for the fuppreffion of riots, or in the 
fllpport ot the laws of tile revenue, or in aCting 
in his d\'lty as an officer of revenue, or in aCting 

under ...... 
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under the direction alld order of any Dlagifirate 
for the fuppreffion of riots, or for carrying into 
cffe8: the Jaws of revenue, or in aiding and affill. 
ing in any of the cafes aforef~\id; and if it ilia11 
alfo appear, to the fatisfaClion of the faid gover
nor, or lieutenant-governor refpeClively, that an 
indilft:rellt trial cannot be had witllin the raid 
province, in that cafe, it {hall and may be lawful 
for the governor, or lieutenallt-governor, to di. 
rea, with the advice and confent of the council, 
that the inquifition, indiCl:ment, or appeal, 1hall 
be tried in fome other of his majefty's colonies, 
or in Great-Britain; anl! for tllat purpofe, to or
der the perfon againft Wh01D fuch inquifition or 
indictment fhall be found, or againft whom fuch 
appeal Ihall be fued or preferred, as aforc:faid, to 
be Cent, under fufficient cufiody, to the place ap
pointed for his trial, or to adnlit fuch perfon to 
bail, taking a recognizance, (which the faid go
vernor, or, in his abfence, the lieutenant-gover
nor, is hereby authorized to take) frolll fuch 
perron, with fuflicient fureties, to be approved of 
by the raid governor, or, in his abfence, the lieu
tenant-governor, in fuch rums of money as the 
raid governor • or, in his abfencc, tile lieutenant
governor, {hall deem reafonable, for the perfonal 
appearance of fuch perron, if the trial fhall be ap
pointed to be had in any other colony, before the 
governor, or lieutenant .. governor, or conlll1andcr 
in chief of fuch colony; ar.J if the trial thall be 
appointed to be llad ill Great-Britain, tllcn before 
his majefty's court of Iting's bench, at a time to 

be 
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be m~ntiOtled in fuch recognizanc~s; and the 
governor, or li~utenant.govcrnor, or cOlnlnandcr 
in chi~f of the colony where fuch trial thall be 
appointc=d to be had, or court of king's bench, 
\vhere the trial is appointed to be had in Great
Britain, upon the appearance of fuch perfon, ac
cording to fuch recognizance, or in cuftody, fhall 
either conlnlit fuch perfon, or admit llinl to bail, 
until fuch trial; an"l \vhich the faid govt:rllor, or 
lieutenant--governor, or comnlander ill chief, and 
court of king's bench, are hereby autllorizcd and 
enlpo\vered to do • 

.t\N D, to preyent a failure ()f jultice, froln the 
want of eviut!nce on the trial of allY ruch inqui
fition, indianlent or appeal, be it flirt her cnaded, 
that the governor, or, in his a bfencc:, the lieute
tl~~nt-govc:rnor, 111all, and ht! is hereby authorized 
and re(luircd to bind in rtcognizancc:s to his 
11lajefly all fuell \vitnt:ilt.'$ a3 the prOr~Cu[or or per
fon agaillfl \VllUlll fucll in<)uiJition or indictlnent 
fllall be found, or appeal fut::d or I)refcrrcd, fhaJl 
dell re to attt:lld the tr ial of t he: J~l!J i IllI uifition, 
indictl11ent or appeal, for their perJanal appear
ance, at the ti me and place uf fuell trial, to give 
c\,idl:l1ce: and the faid gO\·t'rnor, or, in his ab
tenec, the lieutenallt-go\,(:rnor, fllall thereupon 
appoint a rca!onabl~ fUIlI to he alluw(:<.l for the 
expellees of every [ueh \\'itneis, and thereupon 
give to each \\"itn~"f~ a ccrtl1icatc, in writing, 
linder IJis hal1l1 and real, that ru~h \vitnefs has 
fnt(rCU into a r~cognjza!lCC; to give evidence, 

and 
~ 
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and fpecifying the funl allowed for his expenccs-, 
and the collector and colleClors of the cufi:oms, 
or one of tllenl, witJlin the faid province, upon 
the delivery of fuch certificate, arc and is hereby 
authorized and required, forthwith to pay to fuch 
witnc:is the fum ipecified tllerein for his expences. 

,>. ........ 

AND be it further enaCled by the authority 
aforefaid, t hat all I,rofecutors ana witneffcs, who 
Iball be under recognizances to appear in ilny of 
his maje(ly's colonies in America, or Great.Bri
tain, in purfuancc of tllis act, iliall be free front 
all arreCts and reftraints, in any action or fuit to 
be cornillenced againtt thenl ,luring their going 
to ruch colony, or cOll1ing [0 Great-Britain, allU 
their ncceflary flay anu abiding there, on oeca
fiOll of fuell Ilroiccution, and returning again to 
the f~\iJ provillce of the l\l~llrachuit:tts.Bay. 

AND be it further enacted by the 311thority 
aforcfaid, that all anll every his lllaje{ty's jufiices 
of the peace, anu other juitices and coroners, be
fore \VllOln any perfon fhall be llroughr, chargeli 
with tnurder, or otller capital cri111c, where it 
{hall appear by proof, on oath, to ruch juflices or 
coroners, tllat the facl ,vas c0l11nlitte,,1 by fuell 
Ptrron citllcr in the execution of llis duty as :1 

magiftrate, for tlle fuppreflion of riots, or in the 
fupport of the )a\\'s of revenue, or in atling in 
his duty as an officer of revenue, or it' acl:in~~ \~11-
der the direclion and order of any lllagiflrate, for 
the fupprellinn ()f riots, or for the c"rryint~ into 

effeCt 



( 230 ) 

eWca the laws of revenue, or in aiding and affiR:. 
ing in any of the cafes aforefaid, are hertby au
thorized and required to admit every fueh perron 
fo brought before him or thein, as aforcfaid, to 
bail; any law, cullom or ufage, to the contrary 
thereof in anywiCe notwithftanding. 

AN D be it further ena8ed by tIle authority 
aforcfaid, that where it lhall be made appear to 
the judges or jult:iccs of any court, within the 
faid province- of Maffachufetts-Bay, by any perron, 
againft whom any inquifitioll or indictment lhall 
be found, or appeal fued or preferred for murder, 
or other capital crime, that the faa was commit
ted by fuch perfon, either in the execution of his 
duty as a magiftrate, for the fuppreffion of riots, 
or in the fupport of the laws of revenue, or in 
aaing in hi. duty as an officer of revenues, or in 
a8ing under the dircClion and order of any ma
giftrate, for the fuppreffion of riots, or for the 
carrying into effeB: the laws of revenue, or aid. 
ing and affifting in any of the cafes aforefaid, 
and that he intends to Dlake application to the 
governor, or lieutenant-governor of the faid pro
vince, that fuch inquifition, indictment or appeal, 
may be tried in fome atller of his majefty's cela
nies, or in Great-Britain, the raid judges or jufticcl 
are hereby authorized and required to adjourn or 
pollone tIle trial of ruch inquifition, indictment 
or appeal, for a reafonable time, and admit tbe 
perron to bail, in order that he may make appli
cation to the governor, or lieutenant-governor, 
for the pu!"pofe aforefaid. AND ........ 

. ,.,..,~. 
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AND be it further cnaCled, that the governor, 
or, in his abfence, the lieutenant-governor, if 
he iliall direCt the trial to be had in any other of 
his majell:y's colonies, fhall tranfmit the inquifiti
on, indiCtment or appeal, together with the re
cognizances of the witncfTcs, and other recogni. 
zances, under the real of the province, to the 
governor. or lieutt'nant.governor, or commander 
in chief of ruch other colony, who iliall immedi. 
ately ifTue a commiffion of oyer and terminer, 
and deliver, or caufe to be delivered, the raid in
quifition, indiClment or appeal, with the faid 
recognizances, to the chief-juftice, and ruch other 
perrons as have ufually been commiffioners of oyer 
and terminer, julliccs of affize, or general gao). 
delivery there; who {hall have power to proceed 
upon the raid inquifition, indidment or appeal, 
as if the fame had been returned, found, or pre- . 
ferred before them; and the trial fhall tllereupon 
proceed In like manner, to all intents and pur
pores, as if the offence had been committed in 
rueh place: and in cafe the governor, or, in his 
abfence, the lieutenant-goverllor, ilial1 direa the 
trial to be 11ad in Great-Britain, he {hall then 
tranfmit the inquifitioft, indiCtment or ap~a), to
gether with the recognizances of the witne1fcs, 
and other recognizances, under the feal of the 
province, to one of his majefty's principal fecre
taries of frate, who fuall deliver, or caufe to be 
delivered, the fame, to the maftcr of the crown
office, to be filed of record in the court of king's
bench, and the: inquifition, indiClment or appeaJ, 

fh~ll 
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111all be tl ied and proceeded upon, in the next 
term, or at fuch other time as the COltrt thal1 ap
point, at the bar of the court of king's-bench, in 
the like manner, to all intents and purpofes, as 
if the offence had been C01Dolitted in tIle county 
of l\'liJdlefex, or in any other COU11ty of that part 
of Great-Br\tain, called ~:ngland, \Vllere the court 
of king's-benel! {hall fit, or eire before fueh 
comnliilioners, and in fllCh county, ill that part 
of Great-Britain, e~lled England, as fhall be 
affigned by the King's majefty's cOlnmiffion, in 
li!.;.e lnanner and fornl, to all intents and purpores, 
,1Q if fuell offence Ilad been committed in the 
fanle county where fuch inquifition, indiCtment 
or appeal, fball be fo tried. 

AND be it enaaed by the authority aforefaid, 
that in cafe, on account of any error or defe(l 
in any inuiClnlent, \vhich, in virtue or under the 
3uthority of this act, {hall be tranfmitted to any 
other colon}', or to Great-Britain, the: fame {hall 
be quaflled, or judgnlent thereon arrefi:ed, or 
fuch indictment adjul.tged bad upon denlurrer, it 
fnall and 111ay be lawful to prefer a ne\V indiCt
lnent or indiC1:nlents againft: a perron or perrons 
accufed in the raid colony, to whicll foch india· 
mcnt, fo quafllfu or adjudged bad, fllall llave. 
bee!l tranfrnittcd, or bc.:fore the grand jury ot 
any caunty in Great-Britain, in cafe fuch former 
indictn1ent {hall have been tranflnitted to Great
Britain, in the fame manner as could be done in 
cafe the party accufcd fhould return to the place 

\\' herc.AIIIIii 
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where the offence was committed; and the grand
jury and petit-jury of ruch otller colony or coun
ty in Great-Britain iliall l1ave power to find and 
proceed upon ruch indiCtment or indiCtments, in 
the fame manner as if the offence, by fuell in- . 
diCtment or indiaments charged, had beetl com
mitted ,vithin the limits of the colony or county 
for which fuch juries filall refpeaively be impan
nelled to ferve. 

AND be it further enaaed by the authority 
aforefaid, that this aCt, and every claufe, provifi-

, 00, regulation, matter and thing, herein contain
ed, iliall continence and take effeB: upon the firft 
day of June, one thollfand feven hundred and 
feventy .. four; and be and continue in force, for 
and during the term of three years. 

NOT E IV. P AGE 23. 

F I. I DAY, Oaobcr I 4, 1774-

THE Congrcfs met according to adjournment, 
and refunling the confideration of the fubjea 
under debate-made the following declaration 
and refolves : 
• 

W HER E AS, finee tbe clore of the laft 
war, the Britilh parliament claiuling a 

power, of right, to bind the people of America 
bJ ftatutcs, in all cafes whatfoever ~ hath in fome 

G g aas 
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aas exprefsly ilnpofed taxes on thenl, and ill 
others, under various pretences, but in faa for 
the purpofe of railing a revenue, hath impofed 
rates and duties payable ill tllcfe colonies, efta
blifhed a board of commiffioners with unconfti. 
tutional powers, and extended the jurifdiClion of 
COllrts of adtniralty, not only for colleaing the 
faid duties .. but for the trial of caufes merely arif. 
ing \vi[llin tIle body of a county. 

A~ D whereas, in confequence of otller fiatutes, 
judges, \\'110 before Ileld only cliates at will in 
their offices, have been made dt:pcndant on the 
cro\vn alone for tlleir falarit:s, and Handing are 
Dlies kept, in times of peace: and whtreas it 
has lately been refol\'ed in parlianlent, that by 
force of a flat ute, made in the tllirty-fifth year 
of the reign of King Henry tIle eiglltll, colonifts 
Inay be tranfported to England al1d tried there 
upon accufations for treafons and Dlifprifions, or 
concealments of treafons comnlitted ill tIle colo
nies ; and, by a late ftatute, fuell trials have been 
direCted in cafes tllerein lnentioned. 

AN D whereas in the laft feffion of parliament, 
three ftatutes were made; one entitled, , An aCt 
'to difcontinue in fuell manner, alld for fuch 
C time as are therein mentioned, tIle landing and 
, difcharging, lading or fllipping of goods, wares 
'and Inerchandize, at the town, and within the 
, harbollr of Bofton, in the province of Maffachu
~ fetts-Bay, in Nortll-Aulerica:' another entitled, 

, An 
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c An aCl: for the better regulating tt1e governnlent 
c of the province of the l\la!fachufett~.Bay, in 
, New-England:' and another entitled, ' An aCl: 
c for the inlpartial adlniniflration of jllflice, in 
c the cafes of perfons queflioned for any aCt done 
C by them in tIle execution of the la\\', or for tIle 
C fuppreffion of riots and tU111Ults, in the province 
'of the Maifachutetts-Bay, in New-England:' 
and another fiatute \vas thel1 Jnaue, ' for 111aking 
, more effeCtual provifion for the government of 
'the province of ~ebec,' &c. All which fta
tutes are itnpolitick, unjull: and cruel, as well as 
unconftitutional, and Ill0R- dangerolls and de
flruClive of American rights. 

A NO whereas affemblies ha,'e been frequently 
diirolved, contrary to tIle rights of the people, 
when they attempted to deliberate 011 grievances; 
·and their dutiful, hU1l1ble, loyal and rtafonable 
petitions to the crown for rf'drefs, have been re
peatedly treated with contcInpt by his tl1aje~ty's 
minifteTs of flate. 

TH E good people of tIle feveral colonies of 
New-Hatnpfhirc:, l\laffachufett~-Bay, IlhoJe-Ifland 
and Providence Plantations, ConneCticut, Ne\v
York, New-Jerfey, Pennfylvania, Ne\v-Caflle,Kent 
and Suffex on Delaware, Maryland, 'Tirginia, 
North-Carolina and South-Carolina, juflly aJarm
ed at thefe arbitrary proceedings of parlianlent 
and adoliniftration, have feverally eleCted, confii. 
tuted and appointed deputies to Dleet and fit in 

gCl1cra1 
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general Congrefs in the city of Philade]phia, in 
order to obtain fuell eftablifblnent, as that their 
religion, la\vs and liberties, Dlay not be fubverted : 
\VllCreupon the deputies fo appointed, being no\v 
afiembled, in a full and tree reprelentation of 
thefe colonies, taking into their nloll ferious 
confideration the beft means of attaining the 
("nds aforefaid, do, in tIle firfl place, as Englilh
men, their anc~{lors, in like callAs have ufulily 
done, for afferting 'an(l vindicating their rights 
and liberties, DECLARE, ... 

1~H.\·C tl1e illhabitants of tIle Engli ill colonies 
ill North-.tlmcrica, by the iJl1111utat)Ie la,,·s of 
nature, the prillCil)les of the Englin} confiitlltion, 
and tIle fl'veral cllarters or conlpaaS, 11a\'C the 
following rights: 

• 
RF.SOL\"ED, n~m. con. J. 'l·hat tl1cy are en· 

titled to life, liberty and property: and they have 
never ceded to any fovereign IJo\ver \\"llatCyer, a 
right to difpofe of either witIlout their confent. 

ItF:SOl.VED, nem. con. 2. '-Chat our ancefiors, 
\VI10 firfl: fettled tllefe colonies, \verc at the time 
of their emigration from tIle motller-collntry, en
titled to all the rigllts, liberties, and illlnlunities 
of free and natural-born fubjcas, ,,·itllin the 
reallD of England. 

RESOl.\rED, nell). con. 3. 1·hat b)? fuell cmi
gratiotl they by no 1l1eanS forfcitcJ, furrendered, 

or 
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or loft any of thore rights, but that they were, 
and their defcendants no\v are, entitled to the 
exercife and enjoyment of all fuch of them, as 
their local and other circumftances cllable them 
to exercife and enjoy. 

RESOLVED, 4. That tIle foundation of Eng
lifh liberty, and of all free government, is a right 
in the people to participate in their legiflative
council: and as tIle Englifll COIOllifls are not re
prefented, and from tlleir local and other circum
fiances cannot properly be reprefl"nted in the 
Britifh parlianlcnt, they are entitled to a free and 
txclufi,'e po\ver of legiflatioll itl tl1eir fe\'eral 
provincial legiflatures, where tlleir right of re
prefentation can alone be preferved, in all cafes 
of taxation and intertlal polity, fubjeft only to 
the negatiyc of their fovereign, in fuch nlallner 
as has been heretofore ufed and accufiolned: 
but, from the necefiity of the cafe, and a regard 
to the lllutual interefts of botll countries, \YC 

cheerfully confent to tIle operation of fuch aas 
of the Britifll parlianlent, as are bona fide, rc
firained to tht: regulation of Otlr external conl
mfrce, for the purpofe of fccuring the comnler
cial advantages of the \vholc empire to the nlO

ther-country, and the comulercial benefits of its 
refpetl:ive members, excluding every idea of taxa .. 
tion internal or external, for raifing a revenue 
on the fubjccls in An1erica \vithout their confcnt. 

RESOLV'ED, neDl. con. 5- rl11at tIle rcfpeClive 
colonies 
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colonies are entitled to the common law of Eng
land, and more efpecially to the great and inefii. 
nlable privilege of being tried by their peers of 
the vicinage, according t.o the courfe of that 
)a\v, 

}{ESOLVED, 6. That they are entitled to the 
benefit of fuch of the Englilh natutes, as exified 
at the tinle of their colonization; and which they 
have, by experience, refpcCl:ively found to be 
applicable to their feveral local and other circum. 
fiances. 

RES01. \rED, nenl. con. j_ "fllat tllefe, his l\1a. 
jelly's, colonies are likewifc entitled to all the 
immunities and privileges granted and confirmed 
to them by royal charters, or fecurcd by their 
feveral codes of provincial la\\~s. 

RESOL\TED, nenl. can. 8. l'hat they have a 
right peaceably to affemble, confider of their 
grievances, and petition the King; and that all 
profecutions, prohibitory proclamations, and com .. 
lnitments for tIle fame, are iIJegal. 

RRSOLVEB, nem. con. 9- l'hat the keeping a 
flandil1g arlny ill tl1efe colonies, in tilnes of peace, 
witllout the content of the legiflature of that 
colony in \\"Ilich fuell army is kept, is againfl: 
1aw. 

1tESOLVED, ncm. cOin. J o. It is indifpenfibly 
l1eceffary 
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necelfary to good government, and rendered er. 
fentia) by the Englifh conllitution, that the con. 
ftituent branclles of the legiflature be indepelldellt 
of each other; that, therefore, tIle excrcife of 
Jegiflative po,,'cr in fe. veral colonies, by a council 
appointed., during pleafure, by the crOWD, is un
conftitutional, dangerous, al1d deftruaive to the 
freed 0 III of Anlerican lcgiilation. 

ALL and each of Wllicll the aforefaid deputies, 
in behalf of themfelves, and their conftituents, 
do claim, dem3nd and infift on, as their indu
bitable rights and liberties; Wllich Cantlot be 
legally taken from them, altered or abridged by 
any power whatever, \vithout their own con
rent, by theil· reprefentatives in their feveral 
provincial Icgifiatures. 

IN the courfe of our inquirJ~, "ye lind many 
infringements and violations of tIle foregoing 
rights; Wllich, fruln all arliellt defire that har
mony and mutual intercourfe of affeClion and 
intereft Inay be rc£lorcd, \ve pars over for the 
prtfent, anti 11roceed to fiate fuell aCts and 
meafures as have been adoptc(i {inee tile laft ",-ar, 
which detl10nfirate a fy {lenl fornlcd to enflave 
America. 

RES OLV ED, ncnl. con. "fhat the follo\ving 
aas of parlialnent arc infrillgel11fllts and viola
tions of the rights of the colonifts; and that tIle 
repeal of tilenl is effclltialJy lleceffary, ill crder 

to 
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to reftore harmony between Great-Britain and 
the American colonies, viz. 

THE feveral aas of 4 Geo. III. ch. IS. and 
ch. 34.-5 Geo. III. ell. 25.-6 Geo. III. ch. 
52.-7 Geo. III. chi 41. and chI 46.-8 Geo. 
III. eh. 22. \\·hich impofe dutit=s for tIle purpofc 
of raifing a revenu~ in America, ~xtend the 
power of the admiralty-courts beyond tlleir an· 
cient limits, deprive the American fubjefi of 
trial by jury, authorize the judges certificate to 
indemllify the profecutor from danlages, that 
he nlight otl1cr\vife be liable to, requiring op
preffive fecurity froln a claimant of fhips and 
goods feized, before lIe iliall be allowed to defend 
his property, and are fubvcrfi \'e of American 
rights. 

ALSO 12 Geo. III. ell. 24. entitled, C An afl 
, for the better fecuring his majetly's dock-yards, 
, magazines, {hips, an1111unition and flores,' which 
declares a new offcn<;e in AJnerica, and deprives 
the Alnerican fubjec1 of a confiitutional trial by 
jury of the vicinage, by autllorizing the trial of 
any perron.charged \\,it}l the committing any of. 
fence defcribed in the raid aft out of the realm, 
to be indicred and tried f01- the fame in any fhire 
or county within the realnl. 

ALSO the tl1ree acrs paffcd in the laO: feffion 
of parliament, for flopping the port and blocking 
11p the Ilarbour of Bofian, for altering the charter 

and 
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and government of Maf1:~chtlfctts.Bay', and that 
which is entitled, ' An act for the better adnli. 
, lliftration of jullicc,' &c. 

AJ .. so the aCt pail(·J in the Cune feffian for 
eft3bljjhjt1~ the Itolnan Catholick religion in the 
province of ~l{'h(c, aoolifhing the tquitabfe 
i)·fiena of Englifh lav.'s, and erelling a tyranny 
there, to the great danger, (front fa total a dif. 
fimilarity of religion, la\v and gOyernnlent) of 
the neihhbouring Briti111 colonies, by the afiifi:. 
ance of \vhofc blood Clnd trcafurc the lilid country 
was conquered from t-'rance. 

~ .. 

ALSO tl1C aCl: p:lfTcJ in tIle fanlc feflion for tIle 
better pro\,itling fuit3ble quarters for officer!'" and 
foldiers ill llis lilajeily's fcr\'icc in North-Anlcrica. 

ALSO, tllat the keeping a {landing arlny in fe
veral of thefe colonit's, ill till1e o{ 1)cace, without 
the conft:nt of the legiflature of that colony ill 

which fuell army is kept, is againfl: la\\'. 

To there grievolls aas and nleafures .t\meri
cans cannot fubnlit, but in hopes their fello\\" .. 
fubjeJs in Grt;at.Britain \vill, on a rc:yifiotl of 
thenl, rcflorc us to that flate, itl \,,11icIl botll 
countries found happinc1s and profperity, \"c 
have for tIle prefcllt only reffllvell to purfue the 
follo\ving l)caceablc !llCafurt:~: 1. ~l·o rntcr into 
a non-inlportation, non.confullll>tion, and non· 
exportatiofl ~lgrcclnclAt or affociation, 2. rro 

J 1 It pr~par,~ 
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prepare an add refs to the people of Great-Britain, 
and a tnemorial to the inllabitants of Britifh 
Alnerica. And, 3- "fo prepare a loyal addrefs to. 
his 111ajefl:y; agreeable to refolutions already 
entered into. 

N 0 1~ E 

'1'0 the KIN G 's moft: excellent M A J E STY. 

1\losT GRACIOlTS SOVJt:REIGN, 

W E, }·our 1113jefty's faitllful fubjcas of the 
colonies of New .. llaITlpfhirc, Maffachu

fetts-Bay, Rhode-Ifland and Providence Plantati. 
ons, ConneCl:icut, Ne\v-Y()rk, Nt.:\v-Jerrey, Penn
fylvania, the counties of New-Cafile, Kent and 
Suffex on Delaware, Maryland, \rirginia, North. 
Carolina and South.Carolina, in behalf of our

felves and the il1habitants of thefe colonies, who 
have deputed us to reprefent tllenl in general 
Congrefs, by this our humble petition, beg leave 
to lay our grievances before the tllrone. 

A STANDING army has been kept in there co
lonies ever fince the conclufion of tIle late war, 
without the confent of our affcmblies; and this 
arlny, with a confiderable naval arnlalllcnt, has 
been employed to enforce tIlt! colleaion of taxes. 

r!'I-IE authority of the comnlander in ch~ef, and 
uIlder l1iln of the brigadiers-general lIas, in tiJne. 

of 
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of peace, been rendered fuprcme in all the civil 
governlllCllts in America. 

TIlE conlnlander in chief of all your maje
fly's forces in North-America has, ill time of 
peace, been appointed governor of a colony. 

THE charges of ufual offices have been greatly 
increali!d; atld ne\v, eXllcnfi vc alld oppre11ive 
offices llave beell D1Ultilllit:d. 

THE judges of admiralty and vice-admiralty
courts art! t:lllpowered to receive their falaries 
and fees from the efit:C\:s condemned by thenl
felves. 

TH E officers of tIle CuftOlllS are empowered 
to break 0l)t:n and enter Iloufes \vitllout tIle au-
thority of allY civil magiflratc founded on legal 
information. 

THE judges of courts of COnll110n la\v have 
been Inade entirely dependant on one part of 
the legiflature for their falaries, as \vell as for tIle 
duration of their commitIions. 

COUNSELLl)IlS bolding tlleir commiffions dur
ing pleafure exercife legifiative authority. 

I-Iu"IBLE and reafonable petitions frolll tIle 
reprefentatives of the people have been fruitlef~. 

THE 
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1"H E ~gents of the people have been difcoun. 
tenanced, and ~o"ernori 11ave been inllruCted to 
prevent the l)aymcnt of their falaries. 

As S E ~f BL I E shave beell repeatedly and injuri. 
oufly ditTolved. 

CO~!~fERCE 11as been burdened witll nlany 
ufelefs and opprtiIive refiriClions. 

By feveral aas of parliament 111lde in the 
fourth, fifth, fixth, fevcnth and eigllth years of 
)"our nlajefiy's reig-n, (iuties are impofed on us, 
for the purpofe of raifing a revenue; and the 
po\\"crs of adruiralty and vice.adrniralty-courts 
;lre t:: ~~ ~ndcd beyond their ancient linlits, where
by our p~#opcrty i~ tak':ll fronl us without our 
cunfcnt, tIle trial by jury in lllJny civil cafes is 
;!bnlithcd, ~norlnous forfciturl-!) are incurred for 
fli LT ht o!:·tncc~, \'cxatious infornlers are exenlptcd 

,-J 

fraHl r~ y !n~~ d anlages, to \v h ich tllt:y are juftly 
JiL!!)IC, a!ld opprcfli~e iccurity is required fronl 
o\vner~ bt:fore thty arc allo\\"cll t() defend their 
1·; (~ht. 

,") 

BOTH houfcs of parli3nlcnt have refo)\,cd, that 
colonifls tl~ay be tried in t:nglan,l for oHences 
allegt.:d to have been c0r11n1ittt:(1 in A 111crica by 
virtue of a ftatl!te PJ~rLJ in tbe thirty .. fifth year 
of I-Ienry the c;~ghtIl ; anJ in conft'qucnce tlltreof 
:.ttcmpts ha\"c been m:!dt to enforce that flature . 

• ~ S T _\ T t· T l:: 
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A S TAT l1T E was paired in tIle t\vetft 11 year of 
your majcfty's reign, directing, tIlat perfons 
charged with conlmitting any oflence tllcrein 
dt:fcribed, in any p1ace out of tIle realm, may be 
indicted and tried for the fame, in any fllire or 
county \vithin the realm, \vhereby inhabitants of 
there colonies n1ay 7 in fundry cafes by that fia .. 
tute nladc capital, be deprived of a trial by tlleir 
peers of tIle vicinage. 

IN tIle lall: fefiion of parliament, an aCl: was 
pafftd for blocking Ul) tIle llarbour of Bollon; 
another empowering the governor of the IVla[a
chufetts-Bay to tend perfons inJiaed for nlurder 
in that province to another colon)', or even to 
Great-Britaitl for trial, ,vherel)y fuell offenders 
may efcape legal punifhment; a third for altering 
the chartered confiitutioll of gO\'Crnlncnt in that 
province; and a fourth for extending the lilnits 
of ~Icbec, abolifhing tIle l~ngli{]l and rcfiorillg 
the F'rcnch laws, \vhcreby great nU111bers of nri
tifh freenlen are ful)jecle(\ to t11c latter, and t:fla
bJi(hing an abfolute go\,ernn1cnt and the llolnall 
Catholic religion througl10ut tllofc vaft regions, 
that border ora tIl': \velterly and nortllcrly bounda
ries of tl\c free, protcftant, l:nglifll fcttlc111ClltS ; 
and a fifch for the better providing fuitable quar
ters for offic(~rs and foldicrs in his majefiy's icr
vice in N ortll .. .t\lncrica. 

1~o a fo\'creign \Vl10 glories in the llanle of 
Briton; the bare recital of there aCts tlltI!!, 'vc 

prefurnc, 
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prefutne, jullify the loyal fubjeas, ,,·ho fly to the 
foot of llis throne, and ill1plore llis clemency for 
proteClion againft theln. 

1.~Ro~1 this deflruc1:ive fyfietn of colony ... admi
niftration, adopted tince the conclufioll of the 
1aft war~ llave flowed thofe diltreil~s, dangers, 
fears and jealoufies, that over\vllelnl your Dlaje
fly's dutiful c(»)onifis \vith afllittion : and \\·e dt:fy 
our nlofl: fubtle and inveterate enclllies to trace 
the unhappy ditrerences between (;rt:at ... Britaill 
and there colonies, frolll an earlier period,' or 
from otller callfes than 'vc have afli~neJ. Had 
they proceeded on our part fronl a relliers levity of 
tClllpcr, llnjuft impultes of anlbition., or artful fug
gefliol1s of feditious )Jerfons, \lie fhould merit the 
oPI>Tobriolls terms frequently beflo\vcd upon us 
by thofe \ve revere. But fo far froln protnoting 
innovations, \\ge have only oppofed them; and 
call be charged ,vith no offence, unlcfs it be one 
to receive injuries, alld be ftnfible of them. 

H:\D our Creator been pleafed to give us ex
ifl:encc in a land of flavery, tIle fenfe of our con
dition lllight 113VC been mitigated by ignorance 
and Ilabit. But tllallks be to his adorable good
nc(", \VC \vere born the heirs of freedo111, and 
ever enjoyed our right under the autiJices of )'our 
royal anc~Ltors, \VllOfc falllily ,vas ft!ated on the 
]lrttiih thrf'llC, to rcfcue and fccurc a pious and 
gallant nation from the popery and defpotifm of 
a fuperflitio\lS and inexorable tyrant. Your rna-

jelly, _~. 
_-.',-.,:...UiI 
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jelly, we are confident, juflly rejoices, that your 
tith: C) the Cf,l\Vn is thus fOtlnoed on the. title of 
}OJi" l)cnplc to litH:rty; :l11",1 thertforc we doubt 
Jlur hut your roval \\<fdoTl1 n--:urt approve the fen
fib,lity, th:"1t !t"aCll:'''s your fubjec1:s anxioufly to 
guard the bL:tling they received fronl Divine Pro
vidt"nct, 2Jld theff by to prove the performance 
of that cOlllpact, '" 11icll elcvated tIle illufirious 
houie of HrUllf,\Tick to tIle iU11)erial digllity it 
no\v l)offcfil:s. 

1·11 E ap)lrehcnfion of l)cing degraded into a 
fiate of fCf"it uOt:, from the pre-eulincllt rank of 
Englilh fre(~nlen, \vllilc our nlinds retain tIle 
ftrongefi love of libert)r, and clearly forefce tIle 
mifcries preparing for us and our pofl:erity, ex
cites clllotions in our breafts, vlhich thougll \ve 
canllot d~fcribc:, \\"e fhould not \\"ifh to conceal. 
It'ccling as nlcn, alld tllinking as fuhjcas in the 
manner ,,-e do, filence \lo"ould be diHoyalty. By 
gi"ing this faitllful infornlation, \VC do all in 
our po''';er to I)T0I110te tIle great objeas of )'our 
royal carcs, tht tranquility ()f )·our gOVtrnIl~t;nt 

and the \~"elfare of your l)eople. 

Du~r·{ to your lllajefiy, and regard for the 
prl:ft;r\·~tion ()f ourfeivcs and our })oflcrity, the 
prinlary obligati,)l1s of llature and fociety, COln

nland us to cntrc,tt your royal ~\ttcntion; and 
as your ll~~jcil Y <:f)joys the ligna) {Ii flinftion . of 
reigning over freclllcn, \;"e (lpprthen(l the Jan. 
guasc of frccI~~en cannot be dir})leafing. , ... our 

roval 
~ 
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roya\ indignation, we hope~ will rather fallon 
thofe defigning and dangerolls nlen, who dar-
ingly interpofing thcnlfelv~s bet\\peen your royal 
peri~ll and your faithful fuLjeas, and for feve
ral years part incclfantly employed to diffolve 
the bond:; of fociety, by abufing your 111ajcfty's 
autllorit y, 111ifreprcft:nting your American rub. 
jeas, and prolecuting the 010ft defperate and ir
ritating projt:Cls of oppr<;fiion, have at lcngtll 
con1pe llc(l us, by the force of accunlulated in
juries too revere to be any longer toltrable, to 
diflurb your 111:ljeity's rel)ofc by our COlll})laints. 

1'1-1 ES E fentimcllts are extortcJ frolll hearts, 
that ll1ucll 1110re willingly \vould blt:cd in lour 
majefi:y's fervicc. Yet to gr~atly have \ve been 
mifrel)rtf~llted, tllat a ncceiIity has been al1eged 
of ta1.;.ing- our property from us without our con·· 
fent, ' to dffray the charge of the aJnliniflration 
, of juflice, the fupport of civil governnlcllt, and 
'tIle defel~ce, protection and fccurity, of the. 
'colonies.' But \ve heg leave to ~drurc Jour 
nl:ljcfty, that fuch })ruviiioll has been, &11h1 \vill 
be I11ade for defraying the t\\'O fir!l articl~s, as 
11as been and iliall be judged, by tIle Icgiflatures' 
of the feveraJ colonies, juft and fuitablc to their' 
rcfpeai~·e circuolflanccs: and for the dct~nce,· 
prote.ction and fecurity, of tilt: colon1\:s, their 
111ilitias, if properiy regulated, as they carnefily 
dt.ilre Inay 11l111l(diatcly be done, \\'ould be fully 
fufficient, at IraH: in tilllt:S of peace; and in cafe 
of "Tar, Y0\.11- faithful colonifls \vill b~ ready and 

,villing, 
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willing, as tht'y hlve ev~r been, \vhen confl:itu
tionaJly required, tc· demonftratc their loya;ty 
to your majelly, by exc:rting their moft fIre
nuous efforts in granting fupplit's and railing 
forces. Yielding to no Britifh fubjeCls in atlec
tionate attachtnent to your majefty's perfon, 
family and governtnent; ,ve too dearly prize 
the privilege of expreffing that attachm~nt by 
thofe proofs, that are honourable to the Ilrincc 
who receives theln, and to the peop1e who give 
them, ever to refign it to any body of men lIpan 
earth. 

HAD we been prrolitted to ~njoy, in quiet, 
the inheritance left us by our forefatllers, \ve 
fhould, at this time, ha\'e been IJeaceabJy, cll~er
fully and ufefully enlplo~·ed in recommending 
ourfelves, by every tefiilIlony of devotion, to 
your majeny, and of ,peneration to the nate, frolll 
which we derive our origin. But tllongll no\\' 
expofed to unexpected and unnatural fcenes of 
d;flrefs by a contentiO\l with tllat nation, in 
whore parental guidance on all in1lJortant af
fairs ,,ge have hitherto, ,vitli filial reverence, COl1-

ftantlv trllfted, and therefore can derive no in .. 
J 

flruCl:ion in our prefent unhappy and perplexing 
(ircumftances from any former experience; yet, 
've doubt not, tIle Ilurity of Ollr intention, and 
the integrity of cur condufl, ,,,ill jufiify us at 
that grand trihunal, before \\"hlch :111 nlallkind 
nluft fubnlit to iud(:ment. .. ,. 

1 : 
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\VE aik but for peace, liberty and Wcty. 
We wifl1 not a diminution of the prerogative, 
110r do ,,'c: folicit the grant of any new right :~l 
our favour. Your royal authority over us, and 
our conneClion with Great-Britain, we fhall al. 
\'9ays carefully and zealoufly endeavour to fupport 
and filaintain. 

FILLED with fentitnents of duty to your mae 
jelly alld of affetlion to our parent {late, deeply 
impreffed by our education, and ftrongly con. 
firmed by our reafon, and anxioui to evince the 
fincerity of thefe difpofitions, we prefent this 
petition only to obtain redrefs of grievances, 
and relief from fears and jealoufies, occafioncd 
by the fyftenl of fiatutes and regll1ations adopted 
fince the clore of the late war, for raifing are· 
venue in America-extending tIle powers of 
courts of admiralty and vice-admiralty-trying 
perfons in Great-Britain for offences alleged to 
be conlDlitted in America-affetling tIle pro
vince of l\Iaffachufetts-Bay-and altering the go
vernment, and extending the linlits, of ~ebec; 
by the abolition of which fyIlenl, the harmony 
bet\\·een Great-Britain and thefe colonies, fo ne
ceffary to the happinefs of botll, and fo ardently 

. defired by the latter, and the ufual illtercourfcs, 
will be inllnediately reftored. III the magnani
mity alld jufiice of your majefiy and parliament 
we confiJe for a redrefs of our otller grievances, 
trufting, tl1at when the caufes of our apprehen
fions arc relnovcd, our future conduCt \vill prove 

us 
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UI not unworthy of the regard we have been ae .. 
cuftomed, in our happier days, to enjoy. For, 
appealing to that Being who 1earches thoroughly 
the hearts of his creatures, we folelnnly profefs, 
that our councils have been influenced by no 
other motive, than a dread of impending deflruc-
tion. 

PERMIT us then, Jnoft gracious fovereign, in 
the name of all your faithful people in America, 
with the utnloft humility, to implore you, for tIle 
honour of Almighty GOD, whore pure religion 
our eneulies are undermining; for your glory, 
which can be advanced only by rendering your 
lubjeCl:s happy, and keeping them united; for 
the interefts of your family, depending on an 
adherence to the principles that enthroned it; 
for the fafety and welfare of your kingdoms and 
dominions, threatened with almoft unavoidable 
dangers and diftreffes-that your majefty, as the 
loving father of your \vhole people, conneded 
by the fame bonds of law, loyalty, faith and 
blood, though dwelling in various countries, will 
not fuffer the tranfcendant relation formed by 
thefe ties to be farther violated, in uncertain 
cxpeflation of eifeCls, that, if attained, never can 
compcnfate for the calamities through which 
they mull: be gained. 

WE, therefore, moft earne£lly befeech your 
rnajefty, that you r royal authority and interpo

fition 
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tit Ion may be "fed for our relief i and that a 
gracious anf\\'er Illay be given [0 this petition. 

THAT your majcfiy nlay enjoy every felicity 
through a long alld glorious reiJZn over loyal 
and happy fubjetts, and that your defcendants 
may inherit your profperity and dominions tiD 
time {hall be no more, is, and always ,viii be, 
our fillcere and fervent prayer. 

N 0 1.' E VI. PAGE 2.3. 

THURSDAY, OCtober 20, 1774-

1'H E affociation being copic:d, \\'as read and 
figncd at the tablt-and is as fol1o\\~s : 

W E, his majefiy's lllOfi: loyal fulljetis t tbe 
delegates of the feveral colonies of New

Hamplllire, tVIalfachufctts. Bay, Ithode-Ifland, Can
nedicut, Ne\v-York, New-Jcrfey, Pennfylvania, 
the 'fhree Lo\\-er Counties of Ne\v.Cafile, Kent 
and Suffex 011 Delaware, l\:laryland, Virginia, 
Nortll-Carolina and Soutll-(~arolina, deputed tG 

rrpreft!nt them in a continrntal Congrcfs, heJd in 
the city of Philadelphia, 011 the tiftll Jay of Sep
tenlbtr J 774. avowing our allegiance to his ma~ 
jt'fiy, our a fftCl:ion and regarll for our fl"lIo\v. 
fubjt:as in Great-Britain Clna e!iC\VilCre, affected 
with the deepeft anxiety, and moft alarming ap
prt:hen.iicns at thofe grievanl:es and difircffes 

",;tb 
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·with which his majefty's Ameritart fubjeas are 
opprctTed; and, having taken under our moll fe
rious deliberatioll the ftate of the whole conti. 
nent, find, that the prefent unhappy fituation of 
our affairs is occafioncd by a ruinous fyftem of 
colony .. adminiflratian, adopted by the Britifh mi
Diftry about the year 1763, evidently calculated 
for cnflaving there colonies, and, with them, the 
Britilh empire. In profecutioll of which fyfiem, 
various aCts of parlianlcnt llave been paffed for 
raiting a revenue in America; for depriving the 
American fubjeCls, in In3ny inl1:ances, of the 
confiitutional trial by jllry; expofing their Jives 
to danger, by direCl:ing a new and illegal trial 
beyond the feas, for crimes alleged to have beetl 
committ~d in Alnerica: and, in profecutiou- of the 
fanle fyfteln, feveral late, cruel, and oppre11ive 
alls have been patfed refpecting the town of Bof. 
ton and the Maffachufetts-Bay; and alfo an aa 
for extending the province of ~,ebec, fo as to 
border on the weflern frontiers of there co1onies. 
eftablifhing an arbitrary governOlent therein, and 
difcouraging the fettlement of Britifh fubjeCls in 
that wide extended country. Thus, by the influ
ence of evil principles and ancient 11rejudices, to 
difpore the inhabitants to a:r \vith llofijlityagainft 
the free Proteftant colonies, \.vhenc\'er a ,vicked 
miniftry iliall choofe fo to direct them. 

To obtain redrefs of thefe gric,·ances, which 
threaten deflruClion to the li,'cs, Ii berty, and 
prop~rty of his majefiy's fubj{'Et~ in Nortll.Ame-. 

fIca, 
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nea, we are of opinion, that a non.importation, 
Don-confumption, and non-exportation agree. 
ment, faithfully adhered to, will prove the moll 
fpeedy, effeCtual, and peaceable meafure; and 
therefore we ·do, for ourfclves and the inhabi. 
tants of the fevcral colonies·, whom we rcprefent, 
firmly agree and affociatc, under the facred ties 
of virtue, honour, and love of our country, as 
follows: 

FIIlST, That, from and after the firft day of 
December next, we will not import into Britilh 
Anlerica, from Great-Britain or Ireland, any 
goods, wares or merchandize whatfocver, or 
from any other place any fuch goods, wares or 
merchandize, as filall have been exported from 
Great-Britain or Ireland; nor will W~, after that 
day, import any Eall-India tea from any part of 
the world; nor any Dlo)alfes, firups, paneics, 
c:offee or pi menta, from the Britilh plantations, 
or from Dominica; nor wines from Madeira, 
or tile W cftern mands ; nor foreign indigo. 

SECOND, We will neither import, nor pur
chafe, any Have imported after the firft day of 
December next; after which time we will wholly 
difcontinue the fiave-trade, and will neither be 
concerned in it ourfelves, nor will we hire our 
veffels, nor fell our commodities or manufatlures 
to thofe who are concerned in it. " 

'fRlllD, As a non-confumption agreement, 
firiClly 
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llriClly adhered to, will be an effectual fccurity 
for the obfervation of the non.importation, we, 
as above, folcmnly agree and aifociate, that, 
from this day, we will not purchafe or ufe any 
tea imported on account of the Eaft.lndia com
pany, or any on which a duty hatll been or iliall 
be paid; and, from and after the firft day of 
March next, we will not purchafe or ure any 
Eall.India tea whatever; nor will we, nor {hall 
any perfon for or under us, purchafe or ufe any 
of thore goods, wares or merchandize, we have 
agreed not to import, which we fhall know, or 
have caufe to fufpetl, were imported after the 
firR: day of December, except £'uch as cOlne 
under the rules and direClions of the tenth article 
bereafter mentioned. 

FOUIlTll, TIle earneR: defire we have ,t to 
injure our fel1ow.fubjeCts in Great-Brit ., Ire
land or the Weft-Indies, induces us to fufpend 
a non-exportation until the tenth day of Septem
ber 1775; at which time, if the faid aCls and 
parts of acts of the Britifll parliatnent herein af. 
ter mentioned are not repealed, we will Dot di
rectly or indireClly export any merchandize or 
comlllodity whatfoever to Great.Britain, Ireland 
or the Weft-Indiess CXcfpt rice to Europe~ 

It'IF"cH, Such as are lllcrchants, and ufe the 
Britifh and Irifh trade, \vill give orders, as fOOll 

as poffiblc, to their fat\ors, agents and carre
fpondents, in Great-Britain and Ireland, not to 

fhip 
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fhip any goods to them, on any pretence wbat
foever, as they cannot be received in America; 
and if any merchant, refiding in Great-Britain 
or Ireland, fhall direcl:ly or indireCtly {hip any 
goods, war~s or merchandize, for America, in 
order to break the raid non-importation agree
Dlent, or in any manner contravene the fame, 
on rueh unworthy condua being wrll attcfted, 
it ought to be made publick; and, on the (arne 
being Co done, we '\\yil1 not from thenceforth 
have any commercial conneaion with rueh 
merchant • 

. -, 

SIXTH, '''hat ruch as are owners of veffels 
will ,give pofitive ord~rs to their captains, or 
mailers, not to receive on hoard their veffels 
any goods prohibited by the raid non-importati
on agr~(ment, on pain of immediate difmiffion 
fronl their ft:r\,ice. 

SE'''ENTH, We ,viII ufe our utmoft endeavours 
to impro,"e the breed of {beep. and increafc their 
nutnber to the greateR extent, and, to that end, 
\ve will kill thetn as fparingly as may be, ~rpe
cial1y thofe of the moet profitable kind ; nor will 
we export any to the ,V ~ft.Indies or elle\vbere; 
and thofe of us, WllO arc or may beC01l1e over
fiocked with, or can conveniently fpare any {beep, 
will difpofe of tllcnl to our neighbours, efpecially 
to the poorer fort, on nl0derate terms. 

EIGHT!!, We will, in O\lr fe\·~ral {lations, 
encourage 
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encoQrage .frpgalitYt occol]omy anJ indullry; 
a~4 prOInote agriculture, arts, aild the manu
f~ures of this country, eij)Ccial1y tllat of wpol; 
a~ \\?ill . difcountFnance and difcourage every 
f~~ies of cxtravagap~e and diffipation, efpecially 
all borfe-racing, .and all kinds of gaming, cock
figlltiog, .e~hibj~ions of {]lews, plays, and other 
c~pfive diverfions and cntertainlnents. And, 
on the death of any relation or friend, nOlle of 
Ph or any of our families, ,viiI go into any fur
tbtr mourJling-drefs. tllan a black crape or ribantl 
on the arnl or hat for gentlemen, and a black. 
riband and necklace for ladies, and \ve will dir
cOl)tinue the giving of gloves and fc;trfs at fu
perals. 
. . 

Nl~TII, Slle11 as are ,·enders of goods or 
merchandize will not take advantage of the fear-' 
city of goods that nlay be occafioned by tl1i~ 
affociation, but will fell the fame at tIle rate3 \\·c 
ba"c been refl)c:cli\'cJy aCCUfl0I11Cd to do,. t~r 
twelve 1I1onths lall: paft.-l\nJ if any vender _ of 
good$ or 111erchandize fllall fell any fuell g~oJ~ 
on higher ternlS, or H}all ill any manner, or by 
aoy d.t:vice ,vhatf()cvt:r, violate or depart f~Ot~'L 
this agreenleJJt, nu pertuIt ought, llor \vil1 any 
of us Jcal \"~itll any fuch l>erfilu, C~ }lis, or her 
faClor or agent, at any titHe tllereafter, for any 
COulnlod ity \\"llatt.: rer • 

TF.NTIJ, Is (:~ft: any tnt~rch~nt, tr3cJcr, Oi 
()ther pcrfon:~, {hall i rlll)o!"t any !!oods or lner ... 

oJ ~. 
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chandize aft~r the firft day of Decenlber, and 
befort! the firft day of l"t;bruary next, the fame 
oUgllt fortllwitll, at the eletlion of the o\vner, 
to be eitller reillipl)ed or delivered up to the 
comnlittee of the county, or town \vherein they 
111311 be ill1ported, to be flored at the rifk of 
the i nlporter, until the non· inlportation agree-
111ent {llall ceafe, or be fold tInder the direaion 
of the conllnittee aforefaid; and in the laft men. 
tioned caft', the o\vner or owners of fuch goods 
ilial1 be rcinlburftd (out of tile fales) the firft coft 
and charges, tIle IJrofit, if any, to be applied to. 
\vards relieving and cI11})loying fuch poor inhabi. 
tants of tIle tOWll of Boflon, as art! ilnmediate 
futfe.rcrs by the Boflotl port-bill; and a particu
lar account of all goods fo rtturned, flored or 
fold, to be inferted in tIle publick papers; and if 
any goods or nlercllandizcs iliall be imported 
after the faid fir!l Jay of F'cbruary, the faDle 
ought forth\vitll to be lent back again, without 
breaking any of the packages thereof: 

ELEVF:NTH, r[hat a comnlittee be chofen in 
every county, city 311d to\vn, by thofe \vho are 
qualified to vote for reprefentatives ill the legifla. 
ture, \vllofl! bufinefs it iliall be attentively to ob
ferve the conduB: of all perfons touching this 
affociatiol1; an"l wl1en it fhatl be made to appear 
to the fatisr~~£tion of a nlajc)rity of any ruch com· 
olittec, that any perron v.,ithin tLc limits of their 
appoint1l1ent h~~s yio!ated this ~~i!()ci,~tiot1, that 
fuch l!lajolity do fortllwith cauic tit\.: truth of the 

cafe 
.. ~ 
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cafe to be publilhed in the Gazette, to tIle end, 
that all fuch foes to the rigllts of Briti111 Alnerica 
may be publickJy known, and univerfally con
temned as the encolies of American liberty; and 
thenceforth we rcfpeftively \viIl break ofl"" all 
dealings with hinl or her. 

TWELFTIr, That tIle conlnlittee of correfpond
enee in the refpe8ivc c()lonies do frequently in
fptil: tIle entries of their cufl:onl-houfcs_ and ill
form eaell otller fronl tinlC to tinle of the true 
ftatc tbereof, and nf every other lllaterial ci reu n1-
fiance that may occur relative to this affociation. 

TJIIRTEf:NTJf, Tilat all manufaClurcs of this 
country lle fold at reafonable prices, fo tl1at no 
undue ad\'antagc be takcll of a future fcarcity 
of goods. 

FOUIl1"f,ENTl-1, And we do further agree and 
refolvc, that we \vill ]l:1\'C no trade, COlll111CrCe, 

dealings or intercourfc whatfoevcr, ,vith any 
colony or l)rovince, in North.Anlcrica, \vhicll 
Ihall not accede to, or which lhall hereafter yjo
late tllis aiTociation, but will 1101J t llem as Ull

worthy of the rigl1ts of freemen, and as iniulical 
to the liberties of their country. 

AND ·\ve do folemnly bind ourfelves and our 
confiituents, llnder tIle ties aforefaid, to ndllcre 
to this affociati.on until fuel1 parts of the fev-eral 
aas of parliament l)aiIcd fince the clofe of tIle 

laft 
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iaa \vai', as impoie or continue duties on tea~ 
\vine, molaffes firups, pane]es, coffee, fUP'ar 

£ • n , 
pimenta, indigo, Jorelgn paper, glafs, and paint-
ers colours, imported into Am.~'rica, and extend 
the po\vcrs of the adlniralty-courts beyond their 
ancient limits, deprive the American iuhjeCl: of 
trial by jury, autllorize the judge's certificate to 
indelnnify the profecutor frolll damages, that he 
1l1ignt other\,"ife be liable to from a trial by hit 
peers, require oppreffive fCCllrity fronl a claimant 
of £hips or goo(is feized, before he {hall be ai
lo\vcd to defend Ilis property, are repealed-And 
until that part of the act of the I 2. Geo. III. ch. 
24. entitled, ' An aCl: for the better fecurjng his ma
c jelly's dock-yards, lilagazines, 111ips, anlmuniti. 
C on and flores,' by,,·hich any perfons, charged 
\1/ith conlnlitting allY of the offences therein de
fcribed, in Anlerica, lllay be tried in any Ihire 
or county \vithin the rcalnl, is r<:pealed-And 
until the fotlr aas Ilaffc:d in tl1e lall fenian of par .. 
Jianlfllt, viz. tllat for flopping the port and block· 
ing up the llarbour of Boflon-that for altering 
tIle cllarter and govcrnnlent of the MaiTachufetts
Bay-and tllut whicll is entitled, , An aCl: for the 
, better adnliniflration of jufiicc,' &c.-and that 
, for extending the linlits of ~ebec,' &c. are 
repealed. And \ve reC0111tllend it to the pro"in. 
cial conventions, and to the comlnittees in the 
refpeCtive colonies, to cilablif11 fuch farther regu
iations as tlley Iuay thiJlk proper, for carrying 
into t·xecution tIlis affociation. 

THE 
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"CII E foregoing affociation being determined 
\1. t)Il by tile' Congrefs, was ordered to be rub. 
fcribcd by the fc:vcral Inembers thereof; al1d 
thereupon we have hereunto fet our refpetlive 
names accordingly. 

In Congrefs, Philadelphia, OCtober 24-

Signed, 

P E Y TON RAN DOL P H, prcfident. 

NE\V-H.:\ MPSH III E, 

l\IA S SA ell C S E TT s-BA Y, 

RHODE.lsLA~D, 

CONN ECTICU T, 

N£.\V-YORK, 

~ John Sullivan, 
~ Nathaniel Folforn. 
r'l'hoDlas Cufhing, 

j Sanluel Adams~ 
'1 John AdalDs, 
• l Robert·'I'reat l>aine~ 

S Stepheh I-Iopkins~ 
( Samuel Ward. 

~
EliPhalet Dyer, 
Roge~ Sherman, 
Silas Deane. 

f
lfaac Low, 
John Alfop, 
John Jay, , 

~ James Duane, 
i \Villiam Floyd, 

l Henry Wifner, 
S. Boerum, 
Philip Livingfiol1. 

N E\V-J ERSE Y; 
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PEN ~ SYL ,. J\ N J A, 

N.E\\".CASTLE, &c. 

MARYLAND, 

N OP .. T II.CA ROL f N A, 

Jantes Kinfey, 
WilJiatn I~ivingfton, 
Stepllen Crane, 
Ilichard Slnith, 
John Dc-Hart. 

r Joft-ph Galloway, 

j Jolln Dickinfon, 
t~llarles Humphreys, 
1"ho111a8 Mifflin, 

I Edward Biddle, 
John Morton, 

l George Hors. 

~
C3!far llodney, 
1'homas M' Kean, 
George Read. 

e Mattl1cW Tilghman, 
j Thornas Jol1nfon, 
1 Willialn Paca, 
• l Sanlue) Chafe. 

r Richard-llenry Lee, 
George Wafllington, 

~ P. Henry, jun. 
: Ricllard Bland, 

l Bcnjanlin lIarrifon, 
Edmund Pendleton. 

rWil1iall1 Hooper, 
3 Jofeph Hewes, 
l.It. Carwell. 

SOUTII-CAROLINA, 
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Henry Middleton, 
'fhonlas Lynch, 

SOUTH-CAROLINA, CllriflopherGadfde~, 

VII. 

John Rutledge, 
Edward Rutledge. 

10 the PEOPI.lE of GREAT-BRITAIN, from 
the DELEGATES, appointed by the Jcveral 
EngliJh colonies oj Nfw-llaIJlpjhire, };IaJfochu
felts-Bay, Rbf)de-fJlolld and Providence Planta. 
liol1S, ConncEiiclIt, New-rork, New-Jerfty, Penn-
fyll('onia, 'The Lower Counties on Dclaware, 
}.laryland, Virginia, North.Caro/ina, and South .. 
Carolina, to confider oj their grievances ilz G E

SERAL CONGRESS, at Phi/adelphia, Septelllber 
stb, 1774-

l'~RIENDS and FELLO\V-SUBJECTS, 

W HEN a nation, Ie!} to greatne[::i by the 
hand of liberty. and poffeifed of all the 

glory that heroifnl, munificence, alld hUllllnity 
can bellow, defcends to the ungrateful talk of 
forging chains for her fri{llJs 311d cllildren, and 
inflead of giving fupport [0 frccdolll, turns adv'o
cate for flavcry and opprefiion, there is reafon to 
fufpefi {he has t'ith~r ("care(\ to be "irtuQus, or 
been ~xtr~n~c Iy nef)'1i(rent in th~ <l1)ooint!llcnt of 
h ~ 0 • 
er rulers. 
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I~ almoft every age, in repeated conBitls, in 
long and bloody wars, as well civil as foreign, 
againft many and powerful nations, againft the 
open affaults of enemies, and the nlore danger
ous treachery of friends, have the inhabitants 
of your ifland, your great and glorious ancef. 
tors, maintained their independence, and tranf. 
mitted the rigllts of 111Cn and the b1effings of 
liberty to you tl1eir pofierity. 

BE not fUr}lrized tl1ercfore, that we, \vho are 
defcended froln the t:une COll1n10n ancellors; 
that we, wllofe forefathers participated in all 
the rights, the liberties and the confiitution, 
you [0 jufily boaft, and ".ho have carefully con
veyed the falne fair inheritance to us, guaran. 
tied by the plighted f~lith of governlnent, and 
tIle U1of1: fO)Clnn compaCls witll Britifh fove
reign$, fhould refufe to furrencJer theln to D1CO, 

\vho found their clainls on no principles of rea .. 
fon, and ,\~ho profccute tllenl witll a defign, 
that by having our lives and property in their 
po\\·er, they may \vith the greater Jacility enOave 
you. 

~l~II E C~l ute of AUlcrica is no\\" the objeCt of 
\lni\'crl~ll attention: it has at length becolllc very 
!t:rious. rl--his unhappy country has not only 
been o}Jprcficli, but abufed and Inifrcprefentcd j 
and the duty \ve ()\\'~ ttl ourfclves and pofierity, 
to your intcrctt, and the ge'neral \velfarc of the 
Briti'h enlpire, leads us to ,\ddrefs Y011 on this 
Yrry in1p~)rtant fuhjett. K"o\r 
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KNO\V then, that we,' confider ourfelves, and 
do infiCl: that \VC arc and ought to be, as free as 
our fellow-ful)jects ill Britain, and that no power 
on eartll has a right to take our property fronl 
us without our cOl1it.lInt. 

T!t A T \\PC clailn all tIle benefits fecllred tt) tIle 
fubjcft by the Englifl1 conllitlltion, and particu
larl y t hat i n e fl i In a 1) 1 C 011 C 0 f t ria I by j u r)· • 

'1·11 A 1" ,,'c floid it eflcntial to 1~ngli111 liberty, 
that no Inal1 be contlclnncd unl1eard, or ))1111iflled 

for fuppofed oi1ellces, \vitllout IlJ\'ing an o})portll
nityof Inaking his Jt:fl:llce. 

THAT \"e thillk the legiflature of Great.]Jri. 
tain is Ilot authorized by the confiitution to efta
blifh a rc:ligioll fraught \vitll fallguinary and inl
pious tenets, or to ereCt an arbitrary form of 
governnlent in any quarter of the globe. 1'hc:fc 
rights \\pe, as ,veil as you, deelll facred. Alld 
yet, facred as they are, tIley have, ,vitI} l11any 
others, been rcpeatediy and flagrantly violated. 

ARE not tIle prol1rietors of the ioil of Great
Britain lords of tht::ir o\\,n property? Can it be 
taken fronl thenl \vithout tll(~ir confcnt? "Till 
they yield it to tIle arbitrary ditj)ofal of allY 1nan, 
or number of Jnctl ,yhatc,per?-You kno\v they 
\vill not. 

'v II Y tllcn arc the proprietors of the foil of 
J ~ 1 .t\ 111 e ric a 
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AUlerica lefs lords of their prollcrty than you 
arc of yours, or why fhould they fubmit it to 
the difil0fill of your parlianlenr, or any other 
parliament, or council in the ,vorld, not of their 
elcc1ion? Can the intervention of the fta that 
divides liS, (aufe difparity in rights, or call any 
reafon be givel1 why l:nglifh fubjccts, \vha live 
three thoufdnd miles froln the royal palace, 
thould enjoy leis liberty thatl tllofc who are three 
Ilundred nlii(:s diflant from it ? 

REA SO s looks witil intlign:ttion ()n fuell dire 
tinClions, anll freenlen call never p~~rctive their 
prol)ricty. And yet, ho\vcver clliulerical Jnd un. 
jull: fucll difcrinlinations arc, the parJianlent aUere 
that they llalc a right to bind us in all cafes 
\"ithout exception, \\'hethtr we cOflfent or not; 
that they may take and ute our property \vhen 
allli ill "hat manner [llcy IlJcale; that \ve are 
penfioncrg 011 their bounty for all that v.'e poffefs, 
and call hold it 110 longer than they ,'ouchfafe to 

pel'lllit. Suel. declarations \ve confidcr as here
fies in l~nglifll politicks, and \Vllicll can no more 
operate to deprive us of our I)roperty, t han the 
interdiCts of tile Pope can divcfl: Kings of fcep
tres, 'Vl1ich the la\\"s of the latlJ and the voice of 
the people have placed ill their l1aIlds. 

AT the conclufion of the late \var-a war ren
dercJ gloriou~ 1))" the abiIjti~s and inte~ri[y ot: a 
minifler, to \vhofc efrort~ tlle Briti1h empIre 
owes its fafe[y al1Q its faUle-at the conclufion 

of 
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of this war, which was fuccecded by an inglori
ous peace, forlned under the aufpices of a 111ini. 
fier of principles, and of a family unfriendly to 
the Protcllant caufe, and ini111ical to libertv-

J 

We fay at this period, and under the influence 
of that man, a plan for enflaving your feJlo\v. 
fubjeCls in America was concerted, and has ever 
fince been pertinacioufly carrying into execution. 

PRIOR to this rera you ,,,ere content with dra\v
ing fronl us the wcaltll ))rouuccd by our conl
merce. \r ou reftrailled our trade in every way 
that could conuuce to your elnolutnent. You 
cxerciled unbounded fo\·creignty over tile fea. 
You name(l tIle llorts an!! nations to \" llicll alone 
our 111erchandizc fllOUJd be carried, and \vitil 
\\"honl alone we fllOUJd trade; and thougll fOllle 

of there rcfl:riCtions \\'ere grie,~ous, we nevertllc
lcfs did not cOIllplaill; we looked up to you as 
to our parent.ltate to \vhicll we \vere bound l)y 
the firongcft ties-and were happy in being in
ftrumental to your profperity and your gral1dcur. 

\V E call upon you yourfelves, to \vitncfs our 
loyalty an,l attacll111cnt to the common intereft 
of the \vllole enlpire. Did \ve not, in the lafl \var, 
add all the ftrengtIl of tl1is vafl: continent to tile 
force Wllich rel>elled Ollr COnl1110n enemy? Did 
We not leave Ollr native fnores :lnd nleet difcafe 
and death, to prolnot~ the fuccefs of Britifh arIl1S 
in foreigll clinlates? I)id you not thank us for 
OUr zeal, and even rCll111)urfe us large fUins of 

nloney 
~ 
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money ,vhich you confeffed we had advanced 
beyond our proportion, and far beyond our 
abilities ?-You did. 

1'0 \vhat caufes, then, arc \\"C to attribute the 
fudden change of trt"attnent, and that fyfictn of 
flavery ,vhicll \vas prcrarcd for us at the rcUora. 
tiOll of peace? 

B EF 0 R E ,YC had recovcrt:(l fronl the difircfTes 
,,'11ic]l ever attend war, an attcll1)t \vas nlade to 
drain thi~ country of all its nloney, lly the op
l)rcfiiyc ftanlp-aCl. Paint, glar~, and other com
modities \vhich you ,vould not I'lCr1l1it us to 
purchafe of other nations, \vcre taxed; nay, 
although no ,vine is llla(Je in any country fub. 
jea to the llritifh (late, you prohibited our pro
cllrinr.; it of foreigners \yithout 11ay ing a t~lX 
inlpofed by your parliament on all \\'c inlported. 
rrhefc and many other inlpofitillns \vere laid upon 
us moft unjuHly and unconHitutionally, for the 
cxprcfs purpofe of raiting a re\renuc.-In order to 

filC:llce conlplaint, it 'vas, indeed, provided that 
this revenue fhould be expenued in i\nlcrica for 
its protcaion and defence.-l'}lefe cxaClions, 
llowcver, can receive no jufiitication fronl a pre
tended necefiity of proteain~ and defending us. 
rl~hey are lavifll1y fquandcred nn court.favourites 
and ll1inific::rial dependants, generally avo\ved 
enemies to L\nlLrica, and enlploying thcnlfelves, 
by partial reprerentations, to traduce and embroil 
the colonies. l""or the nrcefTary fl!pport of go .. 

ycrli rrren~ 
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vernnlent Ilere, we ever ,"ere and ever iliall be 
ready to provide. Alld \vhcnc\'er the exigencies 
of tIle ftate nlay re(luire it, we fh~111, as \ve have 
heretofore done, cheerfully contribute our full 
proportion of men an(! nlon~y. 'l~o el1forcc this 
unconfiitutional and unjufl: tchenle of taxation, 
every fence that tIle \vitoom of our Brltiih an
cellors l1ad carefully ereacd againfl: arbitrary 
po\ver, has been violently thrown dO'\'1l in AU1C

rica, and tile inerlinlable right of trial by jury 
taken a\vay in cafes that tOllcll botll life and pro .. 
perty.-It was ordained tllat whc1leyer otrcnccs 
fhould be cOlllnlittcd in tIle colonies agaillll: par ... 
ticular aCts iUlpofing various duties and ren ricliofls 
upon tra{ie, the proft:cutor lllight bring his ;1C ... 

tion for the penalties in the court~ of JJnliralty; 
by whicl1 t11CanS the fubjccc loft the ad \~tlnt;lgc of 
being tried by an 110ncft uninfluenced jury (,f 
the ,·icinagc .. and \vas fubjcCled to tIlt.! faJ 11 .. :

ceffity of bein~ judged by a fingle lllan, a crea
ture of the crown, and according to the cotlrfc 
of a law \vhich C'XCI11ptS the profccutor tronl the 
trouble of proving llis accu(~ltion, and obJi;.;cs 
the defendant citller to evince his innocence or 
to futler. "1'0 give this nc\v judicatory the greater 
itnportance, and as if ,vith dcfign to prott..lcl: falfc 
accufers, it is further provideJ, -that the juJ~e's 
certificate of there having been probable c:lufes 
of fcizurc and profecution, {hall protctl: the pro
fecutor fronl aCtions at C0l1lt110n l~l\v for rc(o\'cry 
of daman-est o 

})y 
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1\ \ .. the couric of our la\,", otlcncc~~ cOlnmittctl 
in fuell of the llritifll dOlllinjon~ in ,,'hich courts 
arc rflablilll:..d, anll jutlice duly and regularly 
aJn1il~iltt.:rl:J~ {hall be there tril'd by a jury of the 
V1Clnai;c. rjOhcre the ofieJ)d(r,~ and the witneffes 
~lrc k.no"on, and the degree of credibility to be 
giYC:ll to their tefiinlony, can be aicertained. 

-1 ~ all there colonies, juflicc is regularly and 
i tllpartially ad llliniitcreJ. and let, by' the con· 
firuetion of [orne, and the direction of other aCts 
of parlianlent, ofrtndcrs arc to be taken by force, 
together \\·itl1 all fueh IJerfons as Illay be pointed 
out as ,\·itnc{f<:s, nnd carried to J.:ugland, there 
to be tricJ in a diftant Ian,}, by a jury of ltran· 
gc~·s, atld fubjec1: to all tlte di'ad"antages that. 
refult fro III \vant of friends, ,rant of ,vitneffes, 
an\.~ '\'~li it of rnOllCv • 

.I 

\\7",~ F. 'J t1!e d('f1~!n nf r~~i:J~lg a rt:\ rnuc froin 
i.~lC du~.t:; 1rnpoicJ 011 t:H: inl; t~rtclti{'n of tea in
to .i\nlcrica hall in grf~~t J11c::furc b:"C!1 rendered 
ab<'rti\·c hy (,ur cc;ding- tn i:!1rn~ t that commo
dity, a lcilClllC ,ya$ (:onccitc~l t'Y ti~c lniniflry with 
the I:aft-India co:npany, and ~n alt plficd en
abliHff' and cncoural"~n~ thCli1 .. \' tranfport and 

t-" f) 0 

"end it in the colonies. .~ ,·,ar.: of the danger 
, f '··~ ... "~nf'", fucccfs!o this ini!uious 1l1anreUVre, and 

, l , 

of pcrnlitting a p:CCCdCi1t cf taxJtion thus to 
l"~ (fi3.bJi1hcc\ an10ng U.', \"a,oiou~ n1cthods were 
::~:(/j)~cJ to elude the ftr(';..:~. rl'hc people of Bof .. 
:-0 n . 4 ~ 1'- +1 r \. i "' J ; '\ \" " r' 0 't • r· .. '""'I C .. .. \,·1 (l t l' n· y' e 11 as 

i L' '- l ...... LJ <I ... U • -.." ... ., \ ..~.. , ~,.) , 

~ls.,i 



hi' predeceflor fir l·'rancis Berllnrd, all A nlerica 
confidtrs as her enclllY, were exceedingly e111bar
ratTed. 'l'hc ihips \vhicll had arrived \vitll the 
tea, were by l1is il1ao.agelDcnt prevented frollt 
returning.-''l'he dutit!s ,,,QuId have been paid; 
the cargoes landed and cxpofed to (,lIe; a go
ycrnor's influence would have procured alld pro. 
teCted Inany purchaft:rs. \Vlli1e the tOWll ,vas 
fufpcnded by deliberations on tilis important fub .. 
jett, the tea 'vas deflroyed. Evetl fUPl')ofing a 
trcfpafs 'vas tllereby conilnitted, and the: proprie
tors of the tea entitled to dama!~es-tl1e courts 
of law ,vere open, and jtldgcs appointed by tIlt: 
crown prefided in thcIn.-'l·he l~a{l.India C0111pa

ny, llo\\'cver, did llot think proper to COl11nlenc~ 
any fuitg, nor did they even demanu fatisfaaion 
either frolll indiviuuals or fro111 tIlt! community 
in general. ~l~he lnini!l ry, it items, o11ici ouH y 
made tile cafe their o,vn, and the great council 
of the nation dtrcend~tl t(> internll:JJlc wit11 a 
difpute ~\bGu: private }lropt:rty.-Divers l'lI>ers, 
letters, and other l,uautht'11ticat~d ex payte {~vi
denct: '·w'crc laid before thelJ1-; ntither the pcrfolls 
who dcilroyed tllC tt;3, nor the l')t'ople of 13ofi9n, 
were c:tlled UP()!l to flnf\\'t:r the.: cOlnplaint. rl'Le 
miniftry, illccnr~:ll tly bl"in~ Jifappointe"l in ,\ 
favourite felu: Inc, \'. crt: llt"t"r,uillt;~l to rccur i'1"Onl 
the' E!t1~ :~rts of fint,;n~,·, to (lpcn force c.lnd unnlall
Iy vinlt: nCI':~., 'l'he port ()f 1)~)ftol1 \vas block,"l 
lip h Y ~ ~ il t 't.' t, an Jan a r I It Y 1) hi <.: e II i 11 the to \V n • 
'l'heir tr:.ldc \\ as to b,~ fuii":CllU,,:Li, C!nd th~ufands 
rrduc\'J to the ncct !lity of gaining fubfificncc 

-- ... 
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froln charity, till they fhould fubInit to pars UD

der the yoke, and confent to becolne flaves, by 
cl)nfeffi!lg the onlnipotence of parlianlent, and 
aC(luil.'[cing in \vhat~,'er difpofition they might 
thill1~ proper to make of tll~ir li,'es and property. 

l~r1· jufiicc and hU111anity ceafe to be the 
boa!! of your nation! confult your hiftory-ex. 
anlinc your records of former tranfaClions; nay, 
turn to .the annals of the l11any arbitrary nates 
and }'~ingdotns that furround YOll, and fhew us 
a fingle infl:ance of men being condenlned to 
fufll:r for ilnputed crillles, unllcard, unquefiioned, 
anti \\"it hout e\'en the fpecious foru1ality of a trial; 
and that too by la\\'s made exprefsly for the pur. 
J)ofe, and \Vllicll had no e"xiflence at the tinle of 
tIle faa comulitted. If it be difficult to reCOIl

cile.; there proceedings to the genius and temper 
of your la\vs and confiitution, the talk \vill be
come Blore arduous, ,,,hen ,ve call upon our lni. 
nifierial enemies to juflify, not Ollly condcnlning 
men untried and by hearfay, but involring the 
inno<:ent in one C0111Ul0n punifhulcnt \\,ith the 
guilty, and for the act of thirty or forty, to bring 
l)o,~erty, difirefs and calamity, on thirty thou
rand fouls, and thole not your tnenlics, but your 
f r i e 11 d 3, b ret h ren, and ft II 0 \V • fu b j e ct s. 

I'r ,yould be fOlne confolation to us, if the 
catalogue of AU1Cric,1I1 opprt:.ilions (nJcd here. 
It gives liS pain to be reduced to the neccllity of 
loenlind1ng you, that unJlr thL cOllndcnce re· 

pofed 
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pored in the faitll of government, pledged in a 
royal charter from a Britifh fovereign, the fore
fathers of the prefent inhabitants of the Maffa
chuft:tts-Bay left their former habitations, and 
cftablilhed that great, flourilliing, and loyal colo
ny. Without incurring or being charged with 
a forfeiture of their rights, without being heard, 
without being tried, without law, and without 
jul1ice, by an aCl: of parliament, their charter is 
drftroycd, their liberties violated, their conftitu
tion and form of government changed: and all 
this upon no better pretence, than becaufe ill one 
of their towns a trefpals was committed on fome 
merchandize raid to belong to one of the com
panies, and becaufe the minifiry were of opinion, 
that fuch high political regulations were neceffary 
to compel duc fubordination and obedience to 
their mandates. 

NoR. are there the only capital grievances un
der which we labour. We might tell of ditfolute, 
weak and wicked governors having been ret over 
us; of legifiaturcs b~ing fufpended for afferting 
the rights of Britifh fubjeCls-of needy and igno
rant dependants on great men advanced to the 
ltQts of juftice, and to other places of trull: and 
importance ;-of hard reftriClions on COlnmerce, 
and a great variety o( lcffcr evils, the recolleaion 
of which is almofi: loll: under the weight and 
prcffurc of greater and Dlore poignant calamities. 

No 'v 
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N O\V nlark the progreffion of tIle nlinifterial 
plan for enila\'ing us. 

WELL aware that fuell hardy attempts to take 
our property from us; to deprive us of that va
luable right of trial by jury; to feize our perfons, 
and carry us for trial to Great.Britain ; to block
ade our ports;' to dellroy our charters, and 
change our forms of governlnent, would oeca· 
ficn, and had already occafioned, great difcon
tent in all tIle colonies, \"hich might produce 
oppofition to tlleft: ll1cafures: an aa was pared 
to proteCt, indelllllify, and icreen fronl punifh. 
nlent fuch as "light be guilty eyen of murder, 
in endeavouring to carry tl1eir oppreffive ediCls 
into execution; and by anotller aCt the dominion 
of Canada is to be fo extended, modelled and 
governed, as that by being difunited frolll us, 
detached frotn our interefls, by civil as ,veIl as 
religious prejuJices, that by their numbers daily 
f\velling \vith Catholick emigrants fro~n Europe, 
and by their d~votion to adminil1:ration, fo friend. 
ly to their religion, they lnight become formidable 
to us, and' on occafion be fit illfirUlnents in the 
hands of power, to reduce the ancient free !)rote
{tant colonies to tIle fame fiate of fla\'ery ,vith 
thenlfelves. 

I'll J S was evid(~l1tly tIle objeCt: of the aCt:
and in this vie\\", being extrenlcly dangerous to 
our liberty and (luict~ ~e cannot forbear conl
plaining of it, as 110fiile to Britifh A!HCrica.-Su-

peraddeJ ...... 
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pcraddcd to tltefc confiderations, \ve cannot help 
deploring the unllappy condition to Wllich it has 

. reduced the nlany Englifh fettlers, whu, encou
raged by the royal proclamation, pronlifing the 
enjoyment of all their rights, have purcllafed 
rftates in that country.-They are no\v the fub ... 
jed:s of an arbitrary government, deprived of 
trial by jury, and ~vhen imprifoned cannot clainl 
the benefit of tile habeas corpus aCt:, that great 
bul\vark and palJadiuol of Englifll liberty :-nor 
can we fupprefs our allonifilment, that a Britifil 
parlianlcnt fbould ever confent to eftablifll in that 
country a religion that l1as deluged your ifland 
in bIoo(t, and difperfed impiety, bigotry, Ilerfecu .. 
tion, ll1urder and rebellion, tllrougll every part 
of tlle \vorld. 

1"111S being a true {late of faCls, let lIS bereecll 
you to confider to what end they lead. 

AD ~11 T that tIle nliniflry, l)y tIle po,,·ers of 
Britain, and the aid of our ltoman Catllolick 
neighbours, {bould be able to carry the point of 
taxatioll, and reduce us to a £late of perfcCl: hu .. 
miliation and fiavcry. Such an enterprize would 
doubtlcfs nlake fOlne additioll to your national 
deb:, which already preffes down your liberties, 
and fills )·ou with penfioners and placenlcn.
'Ve prefulne, alfo, that your conlmercc \vill fome
\\·hat be dilninifllcd. I-Io\\'ever, fuppofe you 
fuould proyc "ictorious-in \Vllat condition will 

yO\l 



you then be? What advantages or what laurels 
will you reap from fuch a conquefi: ? 

l\{A y not a Dliniftry \vith the fame armies en. 
fiave you ?-It may be raid you will ceafe to pay 
them-but remember the taxes from Amerita, 
the wealth, and we may add, the men, and 
particularly the Roman Catholicks of this vaR: 
continent will then be in the power of your ene. 
mies-nor will you have any reafon to expea, 
that, after making flaves of us, many among us 
fhould refufc to affift in reducing you to the fame 
abjea ftate. 

Do not treat this as chimerical-Know that 
in lefs than half a century, the quitrents rc
ferved to the crOWD, from tIle numberlefs grants 
of this vall continent, will pour large ftreams of 
,vealth into the royal coffers, and if to this be 
added the power of taxing America at plea
fure, the crown will be render~d independent on 
you for fupplies, and will po{fers more treafure 
than may be neceffary to purchafe the reolains 
of liberty in your ifland.-In a word, take carc 
that you do not fall into the pit that is preparing 
for us. 

W E bdi~ve there is yet much virtue, mu~h 
juflice, and much puhlick fpirit in the Enghfh 
nation-l'o toot jufticc we now appeal. You 
11ave been told that we are feditious, impatient 
of government, and dc:firous of independency. 

Bc 
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Be afTured that thefe are not faas, but caluln. 
nies-Permit us to be as free as yourfelvcs, and 
we fba)l ever efieem a union with you to be our 
greateft glory and our greateR: happinefs; we 
fbal! ever be ready to contribute all in our po,-ver 
to the welfare of the empire-we thall confider 
Jour enemies as our enemies, and your intereft 
as our own. 

BUT if you are determined that your mini
fiers fhall wantonly fport with the rights of man
kind-If neither the voice of juftice, the diCtates 
of the law, the principles of tile conftitution, or 
the fuggcftions of humanity, can reftrain your 
bands from fhedding human blood in fuch an 
impious cauCe, we mull: then tell you that "pe 
never will fubmit to be hewers of wood or draw
ers of water for any minifiry or nation in the 
world. 

PLAC E us in the fame fituation that we \\"ere 
at the clore of tIle laO: war ~ and our forlner 
harmony will be reftored. 

BUT left the fame fupinenefs and the {anle in
attention to our common intereft, whicll you 
have for feveral years lhewn, lhould continue, 
we think it prudent to anticipate the confequenct:s. 

By the deftruEtion of the trade of Bofian, the 
miniftry have endeavoured to induce fubmiffion 
to their meafurcs.-The like: fate Inay hefal us 

all, 
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niJ, \VC \viil cndctivour therefore to live without 
trade, and recur for fubfificncc to tIle fer'tility 
and bounty of our native foil, ,,-hie}l \\rill afford 
U~ all the neccuJries ~nJ fOlllC of tIle convenicn .. 
cics of 1ife.-vVe have ftlfpcndcd our inlportation 
fronl Great.Britain an,-l Irelanll; and in lcfs than 
a }·car's time, unlef.:; Ollr grievances fhould be 
redrcficd, fllall clifcontinut.: our c:.:port8 to thofe 
kingdoms and the ,\r Cf1:-Illdi~$. 

IT is ",itll the uttllO(l rcgrt:~, ho\ve\'cr, that 
,~;c find ourlcl\,cs c0:11j.,ellcd by the over-ruling 
prlnciplc3 of felf-pre f\.:r\·~ t ion, to aJop~ meafurcs 
dctri!lleUral in their confcquenccs to numbers of 
O~lr fcllo\\·.fubjcCls in Great .. Britain and Ireland. 
I~at \\-C 110pc tllat the 111agnaainlity and juflicc 
of the Britifh nation \\'ill furninl a llarJialnent of 
fucll \vifJolll, indej)cndencc and publick fpirit, as 
n~ay fJVC tht.: viola~cd r:~hts cf the ",,-hole empire 
fronl the dc~icC3 of "'icked r.liniilcrs and evil 
counfcl1o;·s ,,,11Cthc!· in or out of oi1icc, and there-
by rcflore tllat harll1onr, friendfl1ip and fraternal 
~He(1,on bct\yccn :111 the inhabitants of his majc .. 
fly's kingdotTIs a:1d tcrri!orics, fo ardently \vifhcd 
fo:.- 0)9 eycry true ai~d honcft Anlcrican. 
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fo the 11\" II oil :J l'l-J1 ],11 S if tbc CO LON IE S if 
Nev,;·/ lallll/bir,·, J.'lt!!'1tlchufi:tl.r-Bay, Rhode· fJl'ill1d 
and IJrt;\,'idt/JlcI,' lJ/anltltions, COIl11!llicut, Nt,W-

ror/~', l\tcr;J.,'" Jel:fi)', l~Cl1llfJ'/~:ania, the Coullties 
of l\r,'u'.C,!/!I,J, /r,'nt anti S~ffi;x on Dclau'orc, 
ltlal:r/alld, r-":rgilzia, J\Turlb·C,zrolina Qllcl Soulh
Carolilfa. 

W E, the dclegat<. .. s appointed by tIle! goO(\ 
pcol)le of theft: colon!~'s to 111cet at llhi. 

ladelphia in Sel)te111ber la!t, for the ])\lrpofts 
mentioned by our rcfpcCti\'t; conflitllcnts, lln\~e) 

in purfuunce of the tru!1: rcpofcd in us, ~lf .. 
fenlbled, and tal~en into our IlIOn: ferious coufi .. 
deration tIlt.: inlportaut lIlattcrs rcconlnlcnl~l'd fO 
the Congr(·f~. ()ur l'-..'fl)lutions thercul)cn ,viII 
be herl.\\,ith .C0!11111UuicateJ to YOU. 13ut, ~lS ·the 

rI 

fituation of I)ublick ~drair~ gru\\s daily 1110re and 
more ~\l~rnlillg; and as it Ina), be 11101'(: L.ltisfac
tory to )'Oll to be infornlcd by lIS in a colltcli\'e 
bo d y , t h ~ 11 i tl a t1 y l ~ t h t r I nan 11 e r, 0 f t h l) r~ it 11 t i -
Inellts that ha\'e l:,-'cll appruycd, \1P011 ~\ fuB allli 
free difcufiiun by the l\:prt f~:ntati\'es of 1'0 grl-at 
a parr of .i\ nltrica, \VC l'Ilt<:1l1 ollr1t l\'cs obli:.:cJ 
to add t h! ~ ~tJ l.!rl: r~ to l hl {t; 1(.- :01 ~ttion~. 

l~ t\-~rv cafl' l)i" cppofitioIl by a people to 

their l"uln;, ('!' l·r out: fbt\: to another, Juty to 
Al1nighty 
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Almighty GOD, the Creator of all, requires that 
a true and impartial judgment be formed of the 
Dleafures leading to ruch oppofition; and of the 
caufes by which it has been provoked, or can 
in any degree be juftified: that neither affeCtion 
on the one hand, nor refentment on the other, 
being permitted to give a wrong bias to reafon, 
it may be enabled to take a difpaffionate view of 
all circumflances, and to fettle the publick conduct 
on the folid foundations of wifdom and juDice. 

FRO~I councils thus tempered arire the furell: 
hopes of the Divine favour, the firmeR: encou
ragement to the parties engaged, and the llrongell: 
recommendation of their caufe to the rcft of 
mankind. 

WITH Dlinds deeply impreLfed by a fenfe of 
there truths, we have diligently, deliberately and 
calmly enquir~d into and confidcred thofe exer .. 
tions, both of the I~giflative and executive power 
of Great-Britain, which have excited fo much 
uneafin~fs in America, and llavc \vith equal fide
lity and attention confidercd the conduCt of the 
colonies. Upon the wllole, we find ourCelves 
reduced to the difagreeable alternative of being 
filent and betraying the innocent, or of fpeaking 
out and cenfuring thofe ,ve willi to revere.-In 
making our choice of thefe diftreffing difficulties, 
we prefer the courfe diCl:ated by honefty, and a 
regard for tIle welfare of our country. 

Soo~ 
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SOON after t1le conclufion of the late war, 
there cOlnmenced a mtInorable cllange in tIle 
treatillent of thefe colonies. By a flatute nlade 
in the fourtll year of the l)refent reign, a tiule 
of profound I>eace, alleging , tIle expediency 
'of ne\v provifions anti rC1~\11ations for extend
C ing the COtnnlcrce l)tt\VeCll Great-Britai:l and 
'his majt,iy's dOlllinions in An1crica, and the 
, necefiity ()f raiting :.l revenue in tIle raid dOllli
'nions for dcfr-J.ying tIle eXllcnccs of defending, 
, proteaing, and fccurin~ the faIne,' the conl
mons of Great.Britain undertook to give and 
grant to llis nlajt:1ty Inany rates and duties, to 
be pai • .l in thefe colonies. 1~o enforce tIle ob
ft!rvancc of tIlis acl, it prefcribes a great nU111-

ber of revere penalties nnd forfeitures; and ill 

two feclions tllakes a reularkable difiindion be
tween the fubjctts in Great-Britain and thofe ill 

America. By tile one, tlle F -.. ~alties and for
feitures incurred there are to be recovered ill 

any of the King's courts of record at Weftmin
lier, or in the court of excllequer in Scotland; 
and by tIle otller, tIle penalties and forfeitures 
incurred here arc to be recovered in any court 
of record, or in any court of adnliralty or 
vice-admiralty, at tIle el~aion of tIle infornlcr or 
profecu tor. 

rrll F: inhabitants of tl1cfc colonies, confiding
in tIle juflice of Great-Britain, ,,"ere fcarcely 
allo\ved fufiicit:nt tilllC to receive al1d confider 
this a(t, before another, ,yell knO\Vll by the 

N n name 
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name of tIle fiamp.aCl, and paired in the fifth 
year of this reign, engroifed tl1eir whole atten
tion. By this ftatute the BritiUl parliament 
exercifed, in the moft explicit manner, a power 
of taxing us, and, extending the jurifditl:ion of 
COllrts of admiralty and vice-admiralty in the 
colonies to rr61tters arifing within tIle body of 
a county, direCted the numerous penaltiei and 
forfeitures thereby infiiCl:ed, to be recovered in 
the raid courts. 

IN the fame year a tax was ilnpofed upon us 
by an act efiablilhing feveral new fees in the 
cuftoms. In the next year the fianlp.aa was 
repealed; not becaufe it \va~ founded in an er
roneous principle, but, as the repealing aCt re
cites, becaufe ' the continuance tllcreof would be 
, attended with many inconveniencies, and might 
'be produaive of confequences greatly detri. 
, mental to tl1e commercial intereft of Great
, Britain.' 

IN the fame year, and by a fubfequent aa, 
it was declared, ' that his majelty in par1ia
'ment, of rigllt, 11ad power to bind tIle people 
'of tllefe colonies by ftatutes IN ALL CASES 

, 'V1IATS OEVE R.' 

I N the fame year another aCt \vas pafTed for 
impofing rates and dltties payable in thef<; colo- . 
nies. In tl1is ftatute the commons, avoiding the 
terms of giving and granting, 'humbly bcfoug~t 

, hIS 
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, his majefty that it might be enaCted,' Sec. But, 
from a declaration in the prealllble, that the rates 
and duties were' in lieu of' feveral others grant
ed by the ftatute firft before 111cntioned for 
raifing a revenue, and from fome otl1er expreffi
ons it appears, that there duties were intended 
for that purpofc. 

IN the next year, 1767, an aCl: was made 
c to enable his majelly to pilt the CUllOlDS and 
'atller duties in America under the matlagement 
'of commiffioners,' &c. and the King thereupon 
ereaed the prefent eXI>enfive board of cOlnnliffi
OIlers, for the exprefs purpofe of carrying into 
execution the feveral aCts relating to tIle revenue 
and trade in Anlerica. 

AFT E R the repeal of the fiatnp-aa, having 
again refigned ourfelves to our allcient unfufpi
cious affections for tIle parent.ftate, and anxi
ous to avoid any controverfy ,vitil her, in hopei 
of a favourable alteration in fentiments and lllea
fures towards us, we did not l)refs our objections 
againfl: the above-mentioned ftatutes made fubfe
quent to that repeal. 

ADMINISTR.ATION, attributing to trifling caufes 
a conduct that really proceeded from generous 
Dlotivcs, ,vert: encouraged in the fa1lle year, 1767, 
to make a bolder exp~rj 1l1ent on the patience 
of Anlerica. 
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By a ftatute CODlll10nly called the glafs, paper 
und tea.aa, Inade fifteell tnonths after the repeal 
of the flanlp-aCl, the C0111mOnS of Great-Britain 
refuliled their forlner language, anJ again under
took to 'give and grant ratt'S an ... l duties to be 
, paid in thefe colonies,' for the exprefs purpofe 
of ' raifing- a revenue to defray tl~c charges of 
, tIle adtnillifiratiol1 of juflicc, the fuppcrt of civil 
'government, and defetlding tl1e King'~ donli. 
c Ilions,' on this continent. Fl'hc pcn:llties and 
forft;itur~s incurred under tlli.:i ilatute-" arc to be 
reco,·ered in tIle fanle manner, \"ith tllofe lDt:nti. 

oiled ill the foregoing aB:s. 

To this natute, fo naturally tending to ditlurb 
tIle tranquility tllen univerfal tllroughout the 
colonies, parliament, in the faille ft:ilion, added 
another no lefs extraordinar,· • . 

EVER. finee the Inaking tIle prcfent peace, 
:l ftanding arlny llas been kept in tllefe coionies. 
From refpeCl: for the mother-country, the in no
,·ation ,,"as not only tolerated, but the prolincial 
legiUatures generally made provifion for fUl)plying 
the troops. 

Tfl E aficlubly of tIle proyince of Ne,v. York, 
Ila\'ing pafli"d all aCl: of this kind, ))ut diflering 
in fome articles froDl the d ircdions of the aa 
of parliament made in the fifth lear of this reign, 
t1le lloufe of reprefcntati\'cs in that colony was 
prohibited by a natute made in the fcHion laft 
. l11entioned, 
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Int:ntioned, from making any bill, order, refolu
tion or vote, except for adjourning or clloofing 
a fpeaker, until provifion fhould be nlade by the 
faid affembly for furnifhing the troops withill 
that province, not only ,vitll all fuch nece1faries 
as were required by the ftatute lvhiell tIley were 
charged with difobeying, but alfo ,vith thofe re
quired by two other fubfequent ftatutes, which 
were declared to be in force until. the twenty
fourth day of March 1769-

THESE ftatutes of the year I j67 revived tIle 
apprehenfions and difcontents, that had entirely 
fubfided on the repeal of tIle fiamp-acl; and, 
amidft tIle juft fears and jealoufies tllereby oeca· 
fioned, a ftatute was nlade in the ne;xt yec:.r, 1768 , 
to eftablifh courts of adl11iralty and ,·ice-adoli
ralty on a new model, exprefsly for the end of 
more cffeClually recovering the penalties and 
forfeitures inflitled by aas of parlianlent, fram
ed for the purpofc: of raifing a revenue in AUIC-. ~ 

rica, «c. 

TIl E immediate tendency of tl1t:fe flatut~s .is, 
to fubvert the rigllt of 11a\ying a {hare in legit:. 
lation, by rendering aflcnlbiit-s ufclefs; the rigllt 
of property, by taking tile Inoney of the colonifls 
without t)leir confcnt; the rigllt of trials by jury, 
by fubftituting ill tlleir place trials ill adnli. 
ralty alld ,·icc-:ldmiralty courts, \,,11ere tingle 
judges prefide, llolding their COUllllifliollS duri11g 
plcafure; and unduly to illtluence tIle courts of 

COlntllOn 
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comnlOll law, by rendering the judges thereof 
totally dependant on the crown for their falaries. 

rrHESE flatutes, not to mention many others 
exceedingly exceptionable, compared one with 
another, will be found, not only to form are. 
gular fyftenl in which every part has great force, 
but alfo a pertinacious adherence to that fyllem, 
for fubjugating thef~ colonies that are not, and 
fronl local circumftances cannot, be reprcfented 
in tile llou(e of COlnmOllS, to tile uncontrolable 
and unlimited power of parliament, in ,-iolation 
of their undoubted rights and liberties, in con· 
tCDlpt of their humble and repeated fupplications. 

"flt I' conduCt nluft appear equally afionifhing 
and unjufiifiable, when it is contider~d how un· 
provoked it has been by any behaviour of thefe 
colonies. From their firfl fcttlemcnt their bit
tcreft cneluies never fixed on allY of them a 
ch,rge of difioyalty to their fovereign, or diC. 
afft:flion to their mot)lcr-country. In the wars 
fIle has carried on, they have exerted themfel\'es 
whcllever required. in giving her affirtance; and 
ha\'e rendered Iler fervices, \Vllich {he l1as publick
Iy ackno\vledged to be extremely iOlportant. 
FI'heir fidelity, duty and ufc:fulnefs, during the 
Jail 'var, \,·ere frequently and afTcclionately con
fc:ffed by llis late 1113jClty and the prcient King. 

'1·11 E f(,)lrOaches of thofe who are moll un
friendly to tl!c freedom of America, are princi· 

paJly 
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paUy levelled againft the province of Maffachu
fetts-Bay ; but with \Vllat little reafon will appear 
by the follo'\\'ing declarations of a perron, the 
truth of whore evidence, in their favour, will not 
be queftioned-Gqvemor Bernard thus addreffci 
the two houfes of affc:olbly, in his fpeech on the 
14th of April I j61.,-' The unanimity and diC. 
'pate:1, with \Vllich yon have complied with the 
'requifitions of his majefty, require my partico
'Iar acknowledgment. And it gi,·es Ole additi. 
, onal pleafure to obferve, tllat you have therein 
'a6:ed under no other influence than a due fenfe 
I of your duty, botl) as members of a general 
'empire, and aJ the body of a particular pro
, vince.' 

IN another fpcech, on the 2jth of l\'lay, ill 

'the fanle year, he fays,-' \Vhatc\'er {hall be 
'the Cl'ent of tIle \var, it nluft be no flnall fatis .. 
, faaion to us, that tllis province Ilath contribut
'ed its fllil fhare to tile fupport of it. Every 
c thing that hath been required of it hath beel} 
'complied witll ; and tIle execlltion of the powers 
'committed to nle, for raifing tIle provincial 
'troops, hath been as full and COllll)lete as tIle 
'grant of theln. Nt:vcr before were re~ill1ents 
, fo eafily levied, fo well conlpofcd~ and fo early 
C in tIle field as tll~y llave been tilis year; tIle 
'common people f~enled to be anilnated ,\"itl} 
C the fpirit of the gener~ll court, al1d to \,ic ,vitll 
, thClll in tlleir rcadincfs to fer\·c tIle King.' 

Sl.'e}l 
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Suc H was the condutl: of the people of the 
Maffachufetts-Bay, during the laft war. As to 
their bellaviour bt!fore that period, it ought not 
to have been forgot in Great.Britain, that not 
on1y on every occafion they had conftantly and 
cheerflllly conl})lied with the frequent royal re. 
quifitions-but that chiefly by their ,'igorous 
efforts, No\ra-Scotia was fubducd in 1710, and 
Loui1bourg in 1745. 

FOREIGN quarrels being ended, and the do
n1enick diiturbances that quickly fucceeded on 
account of the ftamp-aa, being quieted by its 
repeal, tIle aifembly of Maffachufetts-Bay tranf. 
mitted an IlUll1ble addrcfs of thanks to the King 
and divers noblenlen, and foon after paffed a 
bill for granting compenfation to tIle fuflerers in 
the diforder occafioned by that acr. 

TIIF:SE circunlfiances, and tIle follo\\l'ing ex
tracls from governor Bernard's letters in )768, 
to the earl of Shelburlle, fecretary of frate, 
clearly fhe\v, \vith ",hat grateful tendernefs they 
flrove to bury ill oblivion the unhappy occa· 
fion of the late difcords, and "ritll wl1at re· 
fpeaful deference they elllteavoured to cfcape 
other fubjeCts of fllture controverfy. ' 1'lle houfe,· 
fays the governor, c fronl the time of opening 
, the feffian to this day, 113S {hewn a difpofition 
, to avoid all difpute ,,·itll Ine; every thing hav
'ing paffcd \vitll as 111ucll good ]lunlour as I 
, could dcfirc, cxcrpt only thf:ir continuing to 

'at1 .4 
.. 



c aCl: in adJreffing tile King, rcnlonfl:rating to the 
c fecrctary of frate, anti employing a feparate 
c agent. It is tIle importance of tllis innovation, 
c lvithout any "'iJfulnels of nly o\vn, \\Itich in
c duce~me to tnake this remonftrance at a tinlC 
c when I have a fair profpe8 of having, in all 
c otb~r bufinefs, notlling bilt good to fay of the 
'proceedings of the Iloufe.'" 

, TII.~Y have aCled in all things, ~,~en in their 
• renlonfirance, ,,-jth temper and moderation; they 
'ha\pe avoided fonle fubjcds of tlifpute, and have 
c laid a foundation for removing (ollIe cauf~s of 
'former altercation.'! 

c I SJIALL make iuch a prlldent and proper ufe 
, of this letter as, I hope, will perfealy refiore 
, the peace ~!nd tranquility C)f this IJravince, for 
, which purpofc ccnfiderable fieps have been made 
, by the houfe of rCl)rc-[ctltatlves. 'f 

THE ,·inuic:l!ion of the pro,·ince of Maffachu .. 
fetts-Ba)", contained in thefe letters, will I1nve 
grrater for..:~, if it be confidered, that they were 
W(itten [evel~.i Inonths after tIle freflt alarm 
given to the colonies by the flatutes paffed in tIle 
preceding )·ear. 

IN this place it fcems proper to take notice of 
the infinuation in one of theft! ftatutes, that the 
interference of parliament was nece{[ary to llro. 

o 0 vide 

• l anuJr)· ~ It f,:6~. t J~nu1ry 30, 1,68. ~ Fl'b. 2, 175R. 
h-a. 
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vide for C defraying tIle charge of tIle admini. 
, ftration of jultice, tIle fupport of civil govern
, ment., and defending tIle King's dominions in 
, America.' 

A s to the two firft articles of expence, ~very 
colony had made fueh provifion, as by their rc
fpeClive affcillblies, the bell: judges on ruch occa
fions, ,,-as tllOUght expedient, and fuitable to 
t11eir ft:\geral circumftallces. l\efpeCl:ing the laft, 
it is v,.ell known to all nlcn the leaR: acquainted 
\\7ith American affairs, that tIle colonies were efta
blifhed, and have generally defended thenlfelves, 
lvithout the leal} affil1:ance froln Gr (at-Britain; 
and, that at the tilne of Iler taxing them by the 
ftatutes before mentioned, moll: of them were 
labouring under very heavy debts contraCled in 
the laft war. So far were they froDl fparing their 
money, when tlleir fovr.reign, conflitutionally, 
afked their aids, that, during the courfe of that 
war, parliaInc:nt repeatedly Inade thenl compen
rations for the expences of thofe firenuous efforts, 
which, confulting their zeal rather than their 
ftrength, tlley bad cheerfully incurred. 

SE"ERE. as tIle aas of parlianlent before-men
tioned are, yet the conduct of adlniniftration has 
been equally illjurious, and irritating to this 
devoted country. 

UN D ER pretence of governing tllenl, fo many 
ne\v inftitutions, uniforlnly rigid Cllld dangerous, 

have 
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have been introduced, as could only be expeCl:ed 
from incenfed mafters, for collecting the tribute, 
or rather the plunder, of conquered provinces. 

By an order of the King, tIle authority of the 
commander in chief, and under hinl of the bri
gadiers general, in time of peace, is rendered fll

preme in all the civil governmellts in America; 
and thus an uncontrolable militac}1P power is 
vetted in officers not known to the conllitution 
of there colonies. 

A LARGE bod)' of troops, and a confiderable 
arnlanlcnt of fhips of war, 11a\'e been fellt to ar. 
fift in taking their Dloney without tlleir confent. 

Ex}) ENS 1\1' E and oppreffive offices ha,"e beetl 
multiplied, and the aas of corruption indullri. 
oul1y practifed to divide aJld dellroy • 

• 

TH E judges of the Adnliralty and ,rice-Admi. 
ralty courts are empo\\·ered to receive tlleir fala
ries and f~es frolu the cfieCl:s to be condemned 
by themfelves. 

THE commiffioncrs of the cufioms are empo\v .. · 
(red to break open and enter houfes \vithout 
the authority of any civil 111agiflrate founded 011 

legal infornlation. 

JUDGES of courts of common la\v llave been 
1l1adc 
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luade entirely dependant on tIle cro,,'Il for their 
commitlions and falaries. 

A COURT lIas been eftablilhed at Il.l1ode-lfiand , 
for the purpoft; of taking colonifts to England to 
be tried. 

HU~fBLE and reafonable petitions from the 
reprefcntatives of the people have been "fre
quently treated with COlltcnlpt; and afTetnblies 
have beell repeatedly and arbitrarily diifolved. 

}c'RO~l fOlne fe\v inftances it \viII fufficiently 
appear on what pretences of jufiice thofc ditTo
lutiolll have been founded. 

Tn E tranquility of tIle colonies having been 
again difiurbed, as has been nlcntioll<.·d, by the 
ftatutcs of the year 1767, tIle earl of Hill1bo
rougll, fecretary of fiate, in a letter to go\·ernor 
Bernard, dated April 22, 1768, cenfures the 
• prCfU1l1ption' of tIl<: lloufe of re}>rcfclltatives for 
, refolving upon a nleafure of fo inflalnlnatory a 
, nature as that of \vriting to the other colonies, 
, on the fubjeCl of their ialtellded reprefentations 
, againft fome late aCls of parliatllent.,' then de
clares that 'his Inajefty confiders tllis fit:p as 
, evidently tending to create unwarralltable conI
, binations, to excit..; an unjuftifiable oppofition to 
~ tIle confi:itutional authority of parlianlcnt'-
and afterwards adds,-' It is the King'~ pleafure, 
• tllat as foon as the general COllrt is again af-

, fCDlbled, 



( 293 ) 

c fcmbled, at the tilne prefcribed by the cllarter, 
, you fhould require of tIIC houfc of reprefenta
'tives, in his majefty's name, to refcind ~he re
e folution whicll gave birth to tIle circular letter 
, from tIle fpeaker, and to declare their difappro
'bation of, and diffent to, thllt rafh and llafty 
, proceeding.' 

'IF the new atfc:mbly fhoulJ refufe to comply 
',\~ith Ilis majefty's realanable expeClation, it is 
, tIle King's pleafure that you fhould immediately 
, difiol\ge them.' 

rrHI! letter being laid before the houfe, and 
the rcfclution llot being refcind~d according to 
the order, the afft:l11bly \vas diffolved. A letter 
of a finlilar llatu' c was tent to otller go,·ernors 
to procure l~loluti;)ns, approving tllC conduct of 
the reprt:it:lltatives of l\laffachufc:tts-Bay, to b~ 
rcfcillded alfo; and the lloufcs of reprcfcntatives 
in otller colonies refufing to cOloply, affenlblies 
""ere difiol ved. 

'fHESE Dlandates fpoke a language, to \Vllicll 
the ears of Englifh fubj(as llad f(,f feveral ge
nerations been ftrangers. 'l"he 11ature of affelll
blie~ illlplics a power alld rigllt of deliberation; 
but tllclc conlnlands, profcribin~ tile exercife of 
judgment on the propriety of the rt:quifitiollS 
nladc, left to the affelnblics only tIle cleaioll 
between dictated fublnitlioll and threatentlld pu: 
nilhnlent: a punilhmcnt too, founded on 110 

other 
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other ad, thall fuch as is deeme{l iIlooCent even 
in flaves-of agreeing in petitions for redrcfs of 
grievances, that equally afteCl all. 

1.'H£ hofl:ile and unjullifiable invafion of the 
tOWll of Bollon foon followed there events in 
the fame year; though that town, tIle province 
in ,vhich it is fituated, and all the colonies, from 
abllorrence of a conteft with tlleir parent-flate, 
pernlitted the execution eyen of thofc flatutes, 
againft whicll tlley fo unaninloufly were CO 111-
plainillg, relnonftrating and fupplicatillg. 

ADltoIINISTllATJOS, detcrnlined to fubdue a 
fpirit of freedoln, \vhicll I::nglifh nlinifters jhould 
have rejoiced to ch(riih, entered into a lllonopo
Jizing cODlbination \vitll tIle t:afl:.lndia COlnpany, 
to fend to this continent vail quantities of tea, 
an article: on which a duty \vas laid by a ftatute, 
that, in 3 particular manller, attacked tIle liber
ties of Anlerica, and \vhicl1 tl1erefore the inhabi. 
t~ltlts of theft: colonies had refolved not to irnport. 
"l'hc cargo ftllt to Soutll-Carolina \\'as flored, and 
not allo\vcJ to be fold. r-fhofe fent to Philadel
phia and Ne\v-York were not pcrlnitted to be 
landed. "I'llat rent to Bollon was dcftroyed, be
caufe goverllor Hutcl,infon \voulJ not fu[cr it to 
be returned. 

ON the intelligence of there tranfaflioD3 ar
riving in Great..,Britain, the publick fpirited town 
Iail mentioned was finglcd out for dcftruClion, 

, and 



( 
( 295 ) 

and it was determined, the province it belongs 
to fuould partake of its fate. In the laft feflion 
of parliament, therefore, were paired the aas for 
:fhutting up the port of Bollon, indemnifying the 
murderers of the inhabitants of Maffacllufetts
Bay, and changing their chartered conflitution of 
government. rro enforce there aCl:s, that pro
vince is again invaded by a fleet and army. 

To mention there outrageous proc~edings, is 
fufficient to explain them. For though it is pre
tend~d, that the provillce of Maffacbufetts-Bay 
has be~n particularly difrefpc:Ckful to Great.Bri. 
tain, yet in truth the bel1aviour of the pfoplc, in 
other colonies, has been an equal 'oppofition to 
'the power affumed by parliament.' No ftep, 
however, has been taken againfi: any of the reft. 
This artful conduCt conceals felreral defigns. It 
is expeCled that the province of ~laffacllufetts
Bay \\-ill be irritated into rome violent aCtio!l, 
that may difpleafc the reft of the continent, or 
that may induce tIle people of Great-Britain to 
appro,·e the 111cditated vengeance of an imlJfuJent 
and fxafllerated nlinifiry_ 

IF tIle un(2x31n111ed 11lcifick temper of tllat 
pro"ince Olall difalll)oint tllis part of tIle plan, ' 
it is hoped the otllcr COIOJlics \\'ill be fo far iJlti
midatcd as ttl derlart their brcthretl, Cuffering 
in a COUllllOll callie, 2"(1 that thus difunitcd all 
!nay be fuhlll1~d. 

To 
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To prc..,motc there defigns, another mearur~ 
lIas been purfued. In the feffion of parliamtnt 
Jaft nlentioned, an act: was paffcd for changing 
the government of ~ebec, by ,vhich at} the 
Roman Catholick religion, inftcad of being to. 
)era!~d, as ftipulated by the treaty of peace, is 
ellablifhed; and the people there are d~prived 
of th~ right to an a{ft=mhly, trials by jury and the 
Englilh laws in ci\,il caf(s are abolifhed, and, in
{lead thereof, the Fr~nch laws are eflablifhed, in 
direCt ,"iolation of his majefty's promife by his 
roy~l proclamation~ under the faith of which 
lnany Englifh fubjeas fcttled in that province; 
and the limits of that province are extended fo 
as to comprehend thofc vail regions that Jie 
adjoining to the northerly and ,,·efierJy bound. 
aries of there colonies. 

TH!. autllors of this arbitrary arrangement 
fl:1tter themfelves, t hat the inhabitallts, deprived 
of liberty, and artfully provoked ag:linll: thofe of 
anottler religion, will be proper inLlruments for 
affifting in the opprcffion of ruch as difier from 
thenl in modes of government and faith. 

FRO~I the detail of faas herein before re· 
citeJ, as \\·e11 as from authentick intelligence 
reCe:i,'ed, it is clear beyond a tlnubt, that a rero-
1ution is formed, and is now ('~.rrl1'ing into exe
cution, to eXl!nguifh t1le frcedoln of thefe colo
nics~ by fubjt.ain~ them to a defpotick govern
nlent. 
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AT this ul1happy period . we ha,~e been autho
rized alld direCted to meet and confult together 
for the welfare of our comnlon country. \Ve 
accepted the important tru(l: witll diffidence, but 
ha,·c endeavoured to difcharge it with integrity. 
Though the nate of there co)ollies ,vould cer
tainly juftify other meafures than we have ad. 
fiCed, y~t weighty reafons determined us to pre
fer thore which we have adopted. In the firft 
place it appeared to us a conduB: becoming the 
charatler there colonies have ever fuftained, to 
perform, even in the midft of the unnatural 
diftrcffcs and immin~nt dangers that furround 
them, every all of loyalty; and therefore we 
were induced to offer once more to his majefly 
tbe petitions of his faitllful and oppreffcd fub
jcas in America. Secondly, regarding, with 
the tender affcaion whicll we knew to be fo uni. 
vcrfal among our countrymen, the people of tIle 
kingdom from which we d~rive our origin, \,~C 
could not forbear to regulate our llrps by an 
ape8ation of receiving full conviaion, that the 
colonifts are equally dear to them. Between 
there provinces and tllat body fubfifts the focial 
ba~,ld, ,,·hich we drtlcntly willi may never be dire 
_"td, and Wllicb cannot be diffolvr:d ulltil their 
minds thall become indifputably hoftile, or their 
inattention thall permit tbore ,,~ho are thus hof. 
tile to perfiR: in prof~cuting, with the po,,·ers of 
the rfalm, tIle defiruCli,·c mcafures already op~
rating again!l tIle: colonifis; and in either cafe 
fhall reduce tllC latter to fuch a fituation, that 

P p they 
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tiley il1all be compelled to renounce every regard, 
but that of felf-prefervation. Notwithftanding 
tbe ,·clletl1ence witll which affairs have been iOl-

pel1ed, they have not yet reached that fatal point. 
We do not incline to accelerate their motion, 
already alarolingly rapid; \\'C have chofen a me
thod of oppofition that does not preclude a hearty 
reconciliation with our fellow-citizens on the 
otller fide of the Atlantic. We deeply deplore 
the urgent neceffity that preffes us to an immedi
ate interruption of CODllllerce, that lllay prove 
injurious to them. We truft tIley will acquit us 
of any unk:nd intentions towards thein, by re .. 
fleCling that we fubjeCl our1elves to fimilar intoD
venicllcies; that \ve are drivell by the hands of 
\"ioltncc into unexperienced and unexpeCted pub
lick convulfions, and that we are contending for 
free90Dl fo often contended for by our anceftora. 

rr 11 E peo)lle of England will roon have an 
0PI)ortunity of declaring tlleir ft:ntimcnts con
cerning our caufe. In their piety, generofity 
311d good fetlCe, we repofe high confidence; and 
cannot, upon a review of pall events, be perftlad
ed, that tIley, the defenders of true religion, 'and 
tIle affertors of the riJ!hts of mankind, will take 
part againfl: their affeaion~te Proteilant brethren 
in the colonies, ill favour of our o}xn and their 
o\vn fecrct enenlies, whofi-; intrigues, Jor fcveral 
years paft, 11ave been \Vllolly cKcrcife(1 in fapping 
tIle foundations of civil and re~:o~'" ~~s libt rty. 



( 299 ) 

ANOTHER. reafon that engaged us to prefer 
tile commercial mode of oppofition, arofe -fronl 
an aifurance that this mode will prove efficacious 
if it be perfilled in with fidelity and virtue ; and 
chat your conduB: will be influenced by there 
laudable principles, cannot. be queftioned. Your 
own Caivation, and that of your poflerity, now 
depends upon yourfelves. You have already 
fhewo that you entertain a proper renre of the 
bleffings you are ftriving to retain. Againft the 
temporary inconveniencies you may fu6fer from 
a ftoppage of trade, you \vill weigh in the oppo
fite balance, the rndlefs miftries you and your 
defcendants mull: endure frool an ellablilhed ar. 
bitrary power. You will not forget the honour 
of your country, that mull, from your behaviour, 
take its title in the eflimation of the world, to 
glory, or to fhanlc ; and you will, with th~e deepeft 
attention, refleCt, tllat~ if the peaceable Inode of 
oppofition recommended by us be broken and 
rendered- ineffeCtual, as your cruel and haugl1ty 
minift.erial enemies, from a contetnptuous opinion 
of your firmnefs, infolently prediB: will be the 
cafe, you muft inevitably be reduced to C1100fc, 
either a more dangerous contefl, or a final, ruin. 
ous and infamous fubmiffion. 

MOTIVES thus cogent, arifing froln the enler
gency of your unllappy condition, mult excite 
your utmoO: diligence and zeal to give all poJ1ible 
ftrength and energy to the pacifick 1l1e3furt!s 
calculated for your relief; but we think our-

felvei 
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{elves bound in duty to obferve to you, that the 
fch'!u.les agitated againft thefe colonies have been 
fo conduCted, as to render it prudent that you 
1hould extend your views to mournful events, 
and be in all refpeas prepared for ~very contin
gency. Above all things lve earneftly entr~at you, 
with devotion of fpirit, penitence of heart, and 
amendment of life, to Ilumble ),ourfelves, and 
implore the favour of Almighty GOD: and we 
fervently beftech his Divine Goodnefs to take you 
into his gracious protcaion ! 

NOT E IX. P AGE 60. 

'!he addre.fs of the general committee of Charkjlon, 
to the govcrnor of the province of South·Carolina. 

In general committe~, September 29, 1775. 

!\'lAY it pleafc your EXC:~_LENCY, 

I T is \vith great concern we find that, for fome 
"ays pail:, your excellency has been pleafed to 

withdra\v yourfelf fronl Charlellon, the feat of 
your government, and have retired on board the 
King's {hip. ·The inconveniencies which rouft 
unavoidably arire to the people, deprived, by this 
flep, of that accefs to your excellency, which is 
abfolutely nece1fary for tranfaaing publick affairs, 
is apparent 0; and we fubmit to your ~xcellency's 
confideration, whether the retirement of our 
gov~rnor to a King's filip, in this tiole of general 
~fquietude, when the minds of the! people aOre 

filled 
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fined ,,"ith the great~ft apprehenfions for their 
fafety, may not encreafc their alarm, and excite 
jea)oufics of fome premeditated defign againft 
them. \Ve therefore entr~at, that your excel
lency will return to Charlefton, the ufual place of 
rcfidence of the governor of South-Carolina; 
and your excellency may be atfured, that whilll:, 
agreeable to your repeated and folemn declara
tions, your excellency iliall take no aaive part 
againO: the good people of this colony, in the 
prefent arduous ftrugglc for the prefervation of 
their civil liberties, we will, to the utmoft of our 
power, fecurc to your excellency that farety and 
refpeCt for your perron and charaCter, which the 
inhabitants of Carolina have ever wifhed to thew 
to the reprcfcntative of their fovereign. 

By order of the general committee, 

HENR.Y LAURENS, Chairman. 

To lord William Campbell, governor 
and commander in chief, in and o\rer 
his majcfty's province of South-Caro
lina, &c. on bo.ard llis majefty's Hoop 
Tamer, in Rebellion-Road. 

His EXCELLENCY'S ANSWEI.. 

1~amer, Rebellion-Road, September 30. 

SIll, 

I HAVE received a metfage, figned by you, 
from a fet of people who ftyle themfdves a Ge

neral 
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neral Comfttittee. 1"he prefumption of fuch an 
addrefs frolll a body affenlbled by no legal autho
rity, and \vhom I mull confider as in aCl:ual and 
open rebellion againft their fovfreigtl, can only 
be equalled by the outrages which obliged me to 
take refuge on board the King's fhips in the har
bour. It deferves no anfw~r, nor fhould I have 
given it any, but to mark tIle harJinefs with 
which you have advanced, that I could fo far 
forget Iny duty to my fovereign and my country, 
as to promifc I would take no aCtive part in 
bringing the fubverters of our glorious conftitu
tion, and the Teal liberties of the people, to a fenfe 
of their duty. The unmanly arts that have al
ready been ufed to prejudice me in tile general 
opinion, may nill be employed by that committee. 
But I never will returll to Charlefton till I can 
fupport the King's autllority, anti proteCt Ilis faith. 
ful and loyal fubjetts. Whcnevl-r the llCople of 
this province will put it in my po\ver to render 
them e~cntial fervice, I "'ill, with pleafure, eln
brace tIle opportunity, and think it a ,'ery happy 
onc. 

I am, 
Sir, 

Your 1110ft humble fcrvant, 

\VILLI,\~I CA~IPBELL. 

To Henry Laurens, efq. 

N 0 '1 E 
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NOT E X. P AGE 68. 

By tbe hD1l01lraiJie JJ··illillln-Henr, DrilY tIn, if'!

A D 1: C L A R 11 T ION. 

W HER E A S the liberties of A merica be
ing treacheroufly and c.-uelly violated, 

by an abandoned adll1iniftration in qreat-Britain~ 
furrounding the throne, and deceiving majefty, 
for their own corrupt purpofes, thirteen Ameri
can colonies, including New-Hampfhire to the 
Ilonh, a!ld Georgia to the fouth, virtuoufly, glo
rioufly, (thanks to the LoaD of Holts!) fuccc:fs
fully are confederated, at the hazard of their 
lives and fortunes, to wreft from the hands of 
traitors thofe in,·aluables which they had ravifhed 
from them, and \Vllich the Americans ha\pe en
deavoured to recover by every peaceable mode 
of application. 

AND whereas the tools of adminiftration ha\·~ 
rncourclged certain inllabitants of this colony to 
attempt, by every )lraClicahle meafure, to oppofe 
and to counteraa the ,rirtttous efforts of Anleri
ca; there inhabitants, Dlen of lo,v Jegree among 
us, though of eminence in this country; Inen to
tally illiterate, tl10Ugh of conlmOll natural parts; 
men ellueavouri n~~ at this calanlitous tilne, to 
rite in the \vorlti, by Illiflcading tlleir Iloneft 
neighbours; 111cn \\,hc) :Ire by llis l'xcellellcy the 
governor prol11ifl-U to be :lllll,ly rc,",'arde(l for 

fuch 
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fueh an infamous conduCl:: tllefe men knowingly 
drceivc their neighbours, and wickedly felling 
their country, have praBifed ~very art, fraud 
and mifrrprcfentation, to raifc ill this province 
an oppofition to the voice of America :-to op
pore tl1is hellifh p1an, the honourable the council 
of farety for this colony commiffioned the reve. 
rend William Tcnnet and myfelf to make a pro
grefs through the difturbcd parts of this colony, 
c to explain to the people at large the nature of 
c the unhappy difputes bt:twcen Great-Britain and 
'the American colonies;' thoufands heard and 
believed us; they owned their full convillion; 
they cspreifed their concern that tb~y had been 
miflcd; and they moll finc~rcly acceded to the 
affociation formed by the authority of our late 
Coogrefs. Such a proceeding did not accord 
with the defigns of there men, batraycrs of their 
country, or the wifhes of his ~xcellency the 
governor, WllO by letters inlligated them to 
ftrengthen their party. To prevent a further de
fcaion, the leaders of the party rcfol,·ed, by the 
din of arms, to drown the voice of reafon. For 
fuch an infernal purpof~, by tile inftigation of 
"fores Kirkland, on or about the 29th of Augull 
JaR, men did aaually affcmble in arms, and ,,·ith 
hoflilc intentions. My imOlcdiately affcmbling, 
and marching with a part of the militia, caured 
there men to difperfe; but now, other leaders, 
of tIle fame malignant party, correfpondents of 
his excellency the governor, have ilifenlbled men. 
in arms, on tile north fide of Saludv ri\'cr, who 

• arc 
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are now aflually encamped at a charge and ~x
pence \vhich his fxcellency tIle governor has pro
mifed to repay; and tllcfe 11lel} tllreatcn to attack 
the troops under D1Y orders. Wherefore, to 
preVt~nt the effufion of civil bloodilied, I thillk 
it my duty to iffuc tllis declaration, in order that 
I may leave no nlodcrate fiep untried to recov~r 
a few of our unhappy countrYlllen from tllcfe 
delufions, by \\·Ilich they ha\'e been dra,,-o on to 
lift their arnlS againft their injured country, glo
rioufly ftruggling to enjoy the rights of mankind. 

ASD ,vllereas his exceilcncy tIle go,·crnor has 
iffued private direclions, tllat all magiflratcs and 
militia officers be required to take the oatIl of 
allrgiance, under penalty of difmifiion frolu tlleir 
feveral fiatiolls, I do llereby declare, tll:lt, ill 

point of 1 a,,"' , his ~xcellency llas no autllority to 
make fuch rcquifitioll froln perfons \\rho lla,ee al. 
ready f\vorn according to la\\' ~ v;hen tlley were 
invefted in offices, civil or nlilitary; and that it 
is not only lligilly uilbec0111ing in llis majefty's 
repr~fentati\·e, to tllrearcn Ilis nlajefly's Joyal 
fubjeas, ill order to induce tllcln to do tllings 
Dot warranted in 13"-, but ruch a cOndtlCl is of 
:t moll dt.flrudi\'e tendcllcy to the good of the 
King's real fer\'ice, inaflnucll as it tends to con
'ince the people tbat Ills 11lajeUy's fc:rvants in 
high trull, in America, as '\\·cil as Britain, equal
ly confpirc to aa \vitllout autllority ill la\\·, to the 
dtftruftion of tllcir juft rights and l')rivilegcs. 
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AND whereas tIle leaders of our unhappy and de
ceived countryrnen, now aficmbled in arms againft 
the liberries of Anlerica, llave dra\vn them into 
this dangerous and difgraceful fituation, by fill. 
ing tlleir minds witll fears and apprehenfions that 
their lives and properties are in danger, from the 
defigns of the Congre(~, the honourable the 
council of rafety, the general committee, and the 
troops under Dl}· orders, becaufe tIley, our faid 
countrymen, ha,"e not acceded to our affociation : 
wherefore, to remove all fuch ill-founded appre-
llenfions, ill the nanle of, and by the authority 
velted in me by the llonourable the council of 
faftty, I folf'lllnly declare, that all ruch appreben
fions are aCtually groundlcfs; and I alfo declare, 
in the nalllC of the council of farety, that our 
raid unhappy and decei,"cd countrylll~n Inay, in 
perfeCl: Cafety of their lives, pcrfons aJld property, 
repair to, aDtl continue to d\\eell and abide at 
honle, fo IORg :is tlley filall choofc to behave 
peaceably. \Ve 1hudder e,·t:n at the idea of 
diftreffing thenl in any fllape; we abhor tbe idea 
of compelling any perron to affociatc with us; 
\ve only with forro\v declare, that any perron 
\vho will not affociate ,vith, and aid and comfort 
us, in tllis arduous ftruggle for our liberties, 
cannot by us be confidercd as friendly to us; 
and, therefore, tllat \ve cannot aid and comfort 
fllCh perron, by holding that intercourfe and com
municatioil witll fuell perfon as is ufuaHy held 
betwecl1 friends. 

A~!l 
,"/ 
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AND thus having, in the name of tllis colon}~, 
declared the terms upon \vhich peace and filfety 
may be Ilad and enjoyed by our unfortllJlate 
countrymen as aforefaid, it is Illy duty alfo to 
declare, that I filall march and attack, as publick 
enemies, all and e,~ery perron in arms, or to be 
in arms, in this part of the colony, in oppofition 
to the Dleafures of Congrefs; and having, \\?ith 
the utmofl patience and induftry. gently ~ndea
loured to perfuade men to a ~aceable conduct, 
I DOW fhall, with equal patience and illduflry, pro. 
fccute nlilitary meafures with the utmoft rigour; 
and I make no doubt but tl1at, \\"itI1 the affifl:. 
anee of the Almighty,-witners our ~ndeavours 
to avert the calamities of war-\l"e fhall fpeedily 
obtain-the with of e\pery ,·irtuous American
peace, rarety, and fecurity to our rights. 

Given under n13Y hand, this 13th day of Sep
tember, J 775, at caolp, ncar Ninety-Six. 

"'ILLI.')f.IIE.NIlY DIlAYTON. 

NOTE 
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XI • PAG E 68. 

.-4 treaty ell/crtd into bel-we"'" Ih~ hfJnourablc lJ~il. 
Jiolll-Ht'nry Dro)'/on, cflJ. of the one part, ill 6e
half of the cDllgrcjs oj SfjuIIJ-CiITOlina, and Iht 
favGurers of royal gO'L't'rnnlclll of the Dther. 

W HEREAS Illiiullderftandings but too 
often precipitate Dlell and friends into 

quarrels and bloodfhed, \\'}lich, but for fuch mire 
underllandings, never ,vQuld Ilave happened: 
and whereas the prefent unllappy difputes be· 
t\\'een Great-Britain and Nortll-America, have 
unhappily occationed uneafine{f~s between a part 
of the peoille living bet\\·ccn Broad and Saludy 
ri,-ers, and other adjact:llt IlartS, and the other ill
Ilabitants of tIle colony aforcfaid, fronl Dlifunder-.. 
ilandings as aforcfaid, infolllucl1 as tIle faid part 
of tIle people as aforefail1, 11l\'icg tender· coo
icicnces, d~clineJ to accede! to the afTociation, 
figncd ill Congrels 011 tilt: .Jotl1 of June iaft; and 
tllat the raid other inllabitant3, tllerc:by thinking 
that the faid declining to ~\CCeltt:, proceeded frolll 
principles and dcfigns in thenl tile raid part of 
tIle people, inimical to tIlt: proceedings and de
figlls of tile fail! other inl1abitants; and that the 
faid part of the ~ ~ople did !llean to aid ;tnd affifi, 
alld join tl1C Britilh troops, if allY fhould arri\·c 
in tile colony aforefaid dllrin1~ the prelc.:nt unhap
py difputes aforefaid: and whereas thefe arc ~II 
mifullderftandintrs, and it bcil1(T tlu: fincc:re ,,-dh 
. 0 . 0 and 
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and defire of all parts of t !!e colony to live in 
peace and friendlhip \vith eacIl; \vherefore, for 
the clt:aring up of the raid mifunderftalldillgs, and 
for the manifefi:ation of the with and defire afore
faid, colonel 'l~homas Fletchall, captain JolIn 
Ford, capt. 'l'holnas Green, captain E,·all l\-1'Lau
rin, tIle re\rcrend Pllilip l\1ulke)F, Mr. Robert 
Merrick, and captain Bc;njalllin 'Vofford, depu
ti~s for, :and rent by the part of tIle people afore
faill, ha\re rCIlaired to the calnp of the h(Jlloura
ble \Villianl-I-Iellry Drayton, (:fquire, aaing under 
the authority of the council of fafety for the co
lony: alld for tIle purpofcs aforefaid it is 11ereby 
contraCted, agreed and declared, by the honoura
ble 'Villiaill-liellry Drayton, in purfuallcc of 
po\vcrs velled in Ililll by the Ilonourable tl)(: COUI1-

cil of faft:ty as aforefaid, on the one part; :lnd 
the deputies aforefaid~ ill purfuance of po\\"ers 
velted in thenl by the iaid part of the pcoplt:, 011 

the other part. 

I. THAT tIle raid declining of tIle part of tIle 
people aforefaiJ, to accede a~ aforcfaid, did not 
proceed fronl allY ill, or e\'ell unfriendly princi
ple or defigll, ill tllent the laid Ilart of the people, 
to or againlt tIle principles or defigns of the con
grets of tllis colony, or autlloritics derived f,onl 
that body; but proceeded Ollly from a dc:fire to 
abide in tllcir ufual peace and tranquility. 

II. 1"11.£\ T tIle raid part of tlle people never did 
.mean to aid, atliil, or join the nritifh troops as 

- aforc:faid : 
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aforefaid: and hereby it is declared, that if at 
any tinle during the prefent unhappy difputes 
between Great-Britain and North-America, any 
Britifh troops fhall or may arrive in this colony, 
the deputies aforefaid, for thcmfelves and the part 
of tIle people aforefaid, by \vhom they the raid 
deputi~s arc authorized, and ,,,honl they do re
prefent, declare, that if any Britilh troops as 
aforefaid, fhall arri,'e as aforcfaid, they the raid 
dC'ptlties~ and the part of the people afortfaid, 
ilIa I I not, and ,viII not- gi\'e, yield, or afford, 
direCl:ly or indirectly, to or for the ufe, ildvan
tage, or comfort of the faid Britifh troops, or 
any p:tn of them, any aid or afiiftance \\ hatfo
ever; or hold \\'ith tllem tIle faid troops, or any 
part of them, any comnlUllication or corrcfpond
ence. 

III. Til AT jf at any tilDe during the \lnhappy 
difputes as aforefaid~ any perron or perfons of the 
l)art of tIle people aforeiaill, fhaH, by (lifcourfe or 
word, refleCt upon, c~nfure, or condemn; or by 
clny condua oppofc the proceedings of the con
grefs of tl1is colony, or autll()rities derived from 
tl1eln; the raiel colony, the council of fafety, or 
gen~ral comolittee, as tIle cafe may be, fhall, 
\vithout being dcenled to give any umbrage to. 
tl!e part of the people aforefaid, fend to any of 
tIle deputies aforefaid, to nlake requifition, that 
any and eyery fuch perfon or perfons as afo~e
hid, offending in any of the premifes afordaad, 
again!! tIle procecdillgs of the congrefs, or. ~u. 

thOratl.~::~ 
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tborities aforefaid, tnay and thall be delivered up 
to the authority of the co~ Jrefs, or the tribunals 
under that authority, to be queftioned and tried, 
and proceeded againfl according to the mode of 
prot:eeding by autllority of Congrefs: and if 
ruch perfon or perfons as aforefaid, be not deli
vered up as aforefaid, within fourteen days after 
rcquifition as aforefaid, then, in fuell cafe, the 
congrefs, or council of fafety, or general com
Dlit[ee, may and iliall be at liberty to ufe every 
means, to apprellend any, and e\"~ry fuch perron 
or perfons as laft aforefaid, and que!lion, tr}r, 

and proceed againft as aforefaid, c,·ery fuch 
perron or perrons as aforefaid. 

IV. THAT if any perron or perfons, \\~ho ha~ 
or ha\'c figned, or filall fign tIle affociation afor('
!aid, fhall, \\"itllout autl10rity of congref$, molcft 
any perfon or perfons of the part of the people 
aforefaid, in fuch cafe, application filall be made 
to tile faid congrefs, or COUI1Cii of fafety, or 
general conlmittee, in order that fucll perfon or 
perrons as laft aforefaid, be p\lniihed for, and 
rcftraincd froln, Inolcfting as aforefaid. 

A~D it is llcrcby declared, th3t all and e,·cr,· 
perron of the part of the people as aforefaid, n~t 
offending in or agaiIltl: any of tIle p~mifes afore
i"ij, fhall and nlay cOlltinuc to d\velJ and relllairl 
at 110Rle as ufual~ fafe in tl1t:ir li,ores, pcrfons and 
properties, fucll b:::iuti nothing nlore thail \\·llat 
has b~cn, and is the ailn, intention, aIld inclina .. 

~iOl\ 
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tion of tIle congrefs of this colony, and the au
thorities under that body. All perf OIlS who {hall 
not confider thenlle:lves as bound by this treaty, 
mull: abide. 

Done at the camp, near Ninet)'-Six, tltis 16th 
day of Septcnlber, 1775-

Signed, 

\\Yitnefs, 

\Villiam Tllomfon, 
Ely Kerfha\\-, 
Francis Salvador. 

'Villiam-Henry Drayton, 
Tllomas Fletchal, 
John Ford, 
rI'homas Green, 
E,·an l\1'Laurin, 
Bcnjal11in 'Votlord. 

NOT E XII. PAGE 81. 

JI" al!/lraEl if the principal clallfcs if (In oB of par
lianlcnl of Greal.Britai1l, paffid in December 
1775, en tilled, 'An all 10 p,Ghibil 0!1 ,rodt 
'olld ;nttr'DJlrft~ ':.i.:ilh the cDionicl of l''''fW4 

C HanljJ/hirc, lrfl!/fochufttts-Ba)', Rhode-IjJanJ, 
'Conncllicut, Ntw-lork, JVeut-.7t rfiJ, P,'nlifyl
c 'l7l1nia, the 'Three LO'l£'er C,tllllic! Gn DC/lltL'tlrt, 
, ltlar;.lan -- J'irginia, Norlh.Caro/illo, South-
e Garo/ilzQ ancl Georgia, dllring •. ie continual;" 
, of the pr~(enl rebelliGn 'l.uithilJ tbt flli,1 (%lliel 

, refpcc1i~'cly,' &c. 

W H I~ It E A S many perrons in tile colonies 
of Ne\v-Hampfhire, 1\1affachufetts-Bay, 

ll.llodc.lfland, ConneCticut, Nc\Y. Y orIc, Nc\\-· Jere 
fey, 
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fey, l'cllnly Ivani:l, the l"'hree I.~o\yer Coullties 011 

DtI3\VarC, l\lJryl .. llld .. "irginia, Nortll-Carolilla, 
South- (~ar()lilla alld Georg ia, 113 vc jet tlleI11j~I\~e~ 

in open rebelliull and Jt:fiJllce to tllC! jutl and legal 
authority of the King and )larlidl11ellt of Great
Britain, to \Vllicil tllCY ever 11a\~C h~cn, and of ri~ht 
olifTht to be, fui>j· t:"s ; al1d 113'·C ailt:1I1111eJ tJ,retllcr 
~ " 0 

an arlllCtl tt)rcc, cnga~~ c\J l.is lllajt it y ':i trol)I)~, and 
attarked llis furr:i-lla\'C ufufllr(.l the pO\\'cr of 
govcrnnlcnt, 3.Jld prohibited all trall~ and CO:ll
mtrct: ,vitll tllis kingJoln 311d tile (),Iltr parts of 
his luajefly's dOlllinions: for the lllore r.~t'c:dily 
;and t"tl~aually fUllprefiing fuel) \vickc:d and darillg 
dtfigns, and for prl"VCllting any aid, fupply or 
afiiflauce, bt-ing fent tllither during the con.:inu
JnCl: of tIle faid rebtllious and treafonable CyQl

motions, Be it thLrc:fcre ceclarcd and enaaed 
by the King·:; Illoft excellent luajcfty, by and 
witll the ad"ice and cOllft:nt of tIle lorlls fpiritual 
and telllporal, and COlllUlons in tllis prefent )llr

liaOlcnt aOell1hlc:J, and by the autllority of the 
CaDle, that all 111anllcr of trade and con\m~rcc. 
is and filal) be prol1ibited \\·ith tlu! colonies of 
New-llanlpOlir,', l\1atlacllufetts-ilay .. lthode-lllatld, 
ConneCl:icut, Nc\\o.'''ork, Ne,,·.Jerfey, Pcnnfylva
nia, tile 1'llrtC l.o\~~·r COUlltil-S on Delaware, 
:A1arylatld, \'irgiu ia, N ortll- Carolilla, Soutll-Carc.:. 
~ina and Gtorgia: clild tllat all fhips 3t1d veffel~ 
.of or belonging to the inllabitants of th: faiel 
co)onic~, togclh~r \"itll t!lcir cargot"s, (!pparc:l"anJ 
furniture, ~uld "11 otllcr fllip3 311d vc:flels \,-11atfo
~ver, together \'iith their cargoe£, appJ.rc:l :111J 

It r furniture. 
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furniture, \\thich lhall be found trading in any 
port or place of the raid colonies, or going to 
trade, or coming from trading, ill any fuell port 
or place, iliall beeOllle forfeited to Ilis majefty, as 
if the faIlle ,"ere tile fhips and etfeCl:s of open 
enemies, 311..1 1hall be fo adjudged, detmed, and 
taken in all courts of ad oliralty , and in all other 
courts whatfoevcr. · · 

PaO'·JDED al\vays, and it is hereby further 
enacted and declared by tIle authority aforc:faid, 
that Ilotllillg ill this aCt fhall ext~nd, or be COD

ftrucd to ~xtenJ, to fucl1 fhips and veftcls as fball 
be aClllally rc:tain~d or enlployec.l in Ilis 1l1ajefty's 
fcrvice, or to (llch fhips and ,·effels as {hall be 
)ad~n "'itl) »ro\,ifions for the ufc: of Jlis Dlajcfty's 
forc~~, armies or garrifons, or for tile ure of the 
inhabital1ts of any town or 1)lace garrifoned or 
roff~ffcd by any of his Dlajefty's troops, provided 
the mailer of fuch fhips and veff(;)s rcfpeClively 
fhall produce a licente ill \vriting, undtr the hand 
and fc:al of tIle lord Iligll adtniral of Great-Bri
tain, for the tillle being, or of tllree or morc 
commiffiollcrs for the tilDe being, for executing 
the office of lord lligll adlniral of Great-Britain, 
or the commanders of his tnajcfty's fleets .or ar
Dlics, or of the governor, lieutenant-governor, or 
comlnander in· chief of any of llis nl~jelty's colo
nies or provinces not herein before mentioned, 
Cpecifying the voyage in which fuch {hip or veld 
fhall be elllployed, and exprefiing tIle tiule for 
"'hich fuch licenfe 1116!11 fubfift alld be in force; 

and 
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and alfo exprefiing the quantity and fpecies of the 
raid flores and provifions on board: and if any 
goods, wares or JIlerchandize, other ,han fiores 
and provifions for his majclly's ure, or pro\-ifions 
for the ufe of the inhabitants of any to\Vll or 
place garrifoncd and potf~ffed by his olajefty's 
troops, Jhall be found on board ruch fllips or 
vetTels, (the neceffary ftores for the filip's uf~, 
and the baggage of [he paff~ngers only rxcepted) 
in any or either of tllofe cafes, tIle goods, \\pares 
and mer!:handizes, filall be forfeited, and fhall 
and lJ1ay he feized and profecutcd in the manner 
herein after dircacd. 

AND, for the encouragement of the officers and 
fealnen of his majefty's fhips of war, be it further 
cnaaed, that the flag-officers, captains, command
ers, and other cODlmiffioncd officers in his maje
fly's pay; and alfo the f~amen, mariners, and 
foldiers on board, {hall Ila~e tile fole intcreft and 
property of, and in all and every fuch Haip, ,·efTc). 
goods and merchandize, which they fIlall feizc or 
take, (being firO: adjudged lawful prizes in any 
or his majefty's courts of admiralty) to be di .. 
Yided in fuch proponions, and after fuch lnanner, 
as his majelly lhall think fit to order and direB: 
by proclanlation or pr(\Clalnations hereafter to be 
iffued for thofe purpofes. 

AND be it further enaCled by the autl10ritv 
aforcfaid, that it fhall and Dlay be lawful to alld 
for the raid flag-officers, captains and command. 

ers 
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trs refpefli,yel, .. , to caufc to be taken, or put on 
boarJ any of his nlaje{ly~s fhips or ycffcls of \'·ar, 
or ();1 lH1Jl"\l any otl1cr jl1ip~ or Vt·rreJ~. all and 
e,·cry the I11alters, crc\\·s anll other perf OilS, \, .. ho 
fllall i'e fOUI1\.1 01\ boarll fuell filii) and filip,; a~ 
{hall i.~ fcizl"ll allli tal;,cll a:; l)t iZt"s as aforcfaid, 
:l:l :tl,,-, to enter the nanle~~ of fue 11 ()f the raid Ina. 
rincr~ and cre\\s, llpOll the bO(lk or book~ of hi~ 
ll1ajeii~··s f~id f11ips or "ellc:I~, :1~ they the faid 
jl~ .. : .. n;licers~ captains anti C0I11111allucrs, {hall Te
fp .... 'cli,·cly think fit; frllll1 tIIC till1e and tiUH."S of 
't\-l~:ch faill entries rcfpeai\"cly, tIle faitl lnariners 
and crc\\'"s Glall be confiJcred, 311d they are her~
b}· ul"cl:lrcd t(l belon~ to, and to he as flicIt in 
the f,·rviee of his maje{l~p, tl1 all illtt-"nts :~nd pur
pores, :\s if tIlt! faili Illariners anJ (re\\'~ had CI'

tered tllcnlfel \·cs ,·olulltarily to fcr'·(" on board hi:; 
nlajffiy's faid fllips alld ,-cflt:ls rc-1i)ccli\-cly: and 
31to t~llt it fhall and tnay be la\vful to and for the 
f.&i(l fiag-llfficers, cCllltains and conllnanders rr ... 
fj1eai\rt Iy, to detain or callr~ to be detained and 
kept, the nlafiC'r~ and otller pcrfons; and alfo 
fuell otllcr of the olariners 3tld crc\vs of the raid 
rri7.e illil)'; 3S fila)1 not be entered upon the books 
(If his lllajt:{ly's {hips or vencls of ,,'ar as afore
laid, ill and on lloar(l any ihip or fllips, 'Vcift') 
or ,-efiel:; \\·ll:ltrOC\·cr, until the arri\'al of fuch 
lafL-1l1cntioncd fllips or '-ci'~.'ls in f(lll1e port of 
Great.Brit:lin or lrt:IJll~l, or in any port of l\nlC

Tica not ill r~llel'ion: anJ upon the ~lrri\'al of 
thofc {hips or ,·c(fels ill any fuch p("lrt, the COin .. 

lnalldcrs thereof art; hereby rcfj1l,(ti\ecly :lutllo-
rizcd 



( 317 ) 

rized and required immediately to fet the raid 
laft-mentionc,l mariners and cre,,·s, and alfo tho 
raid mafters and other perfons at liberty on fhore 
there. 

PR()\"tDF:D al"·:1)9S, a.nd it is hereby further 
enaflcd by tlle ~utllority aforcfaid, tllat nothing 
herein cOlltained fhal1 extend, or be conflrued to 
extend, to any fhip or v~fTel the property of any 
~rfon or perfons refiding in tIle faid colonies of 
New-llanlplhire. l\latTachllfetts-Bay, Conneaicut, 
Nc\\'-York, New-Jerfey, Pennfylvania, the PJ'llree 
Lo\,·er Counties on }lela\vare, l\'larvl:1nd, 'Tir~i-

~ ~. 

nil, Nortll-Carolina, South-Carolina and Geor-
~ia. or any or either of t1lem, Wllich fhall 113ve 
failed for Great-Britain or Irt-Ilnd froln any Bri-

J 

tifh fugar-colony or plantation in the \Vfll-Indics, 
on or before tIle tirfl day of l\Jarcll I iiG, laden 
'With any ~n()d3 or C0t11nlClliities \,"hicl1 bt-forc the 
pafiin~ of this aa migllt be fll l:\\\-rully tranfportcll 
and carried ii, fuell filiI' or ,·etTel, nor to any fllip 
or ,·efrcl the prtlperty llf :\n)· perro1t or pcrfons 
refidin~ in t1le faid colonies of NC\\9-lIanlJlfllirc. 
A]a{fachurl .. tts.B~ly. Ilh(ll-le-lfiand, Conncclicut, 
Nc\v. York, Nc\,·· i~rft"'·, l'elllll\'I,"ania. the rl'hrer 
Lower Counties o'n n~la\\"arl", 'l\Iaryland, Virgi
nia, Nortl1-CarolinJ, Soutll-Carolina and G~or. 
gia, or any or eitllcr of tllem, 'Vl1ic~1, on or l'lC

tore the fir!l: d~ly of January I ii6 , fila11 have 
arrived at any of the Britifll fugar-colonies or 
plantati()ns in the W cfl.ll1dics, ladell \\,itI1 )\ln1-

her and provifiollS, or either or thelll: and after 
,t if c 11(1 r ~ i 11 g 
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difcl1arging the Canle at ruch fugar-colony or 
plantation lhall, on or before the firfl: day of Au. 
gull: 1776, Jade and take on board there, in 
order to be tranfported from thence into Great. 
Britain or Ireland, any goods or commodities 
which may be lawfully tranfported from ruch 
fugar-colony or plantation into Great.Britain or 
Ireland refpell:ively, in any other Britith ve[el, 
upon condition that the Dlafi:er or perron having 
the charge of fuch jbip or ,'eifc) which fhall have 
fo arrived on or before the faid firft da~· of Ja
nuary 17i6, and fhall ha\pe been load~d on or 
before the raid firO: day of Augufl I ii6, {ball 
produce a certificate under the hand and feal of 
office of the collecror and comptroller, or other 
principal officer of his majelly's cuflolns for "he 
port or p13ce \vhere fucll goods fhall be laden, 
certifying t)lat fuch fhip or ve1fcl did arrive at 
fueh fugar-colony or plantatioll on or before the 
firf\: day ()f J~nuary I i76, laden ,vitil lumber 
and pro,ltifions, or eitller of thein, as the cafe 
n1ay he; and that after having difcharged the 
fame in fuch fugar-colony or plantation, the had 
takell on board tIle feveral goods therein laden 
for Great-Britain or Ireland re fpccl.i vel)" , defcrib
ing the name and llurdcn of the lhip, \\"ith the 
name of the mailer and tIle contents of the car
go, with the particular Jllarks and numbers of the 
packages of each fort and fl)ccies of goods fa 
laden, the port or place \vherc, and the time 
when laden, and the port in Great-Britain or 
Irc1and to which the goods are configned; and 

that 
.-4 
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that bond and fecurity !lath been given for the 
due landing thereof according to Jaw, which 
certificate fuch colletlor and comptroller, or' other 
principal officer of the cuftoms, -are hereby re
quired and enjoined to give without fee or 
reward. 

PROVIDED always, and be it further enaB:ed 
by the autllority aforefaid, that nothing in this 
aCt fh311 extend, or be conftrued to extend, to 
any {hip or veffel, or the cargo thereof, which 
ihall have been or may be cleared out frool any 
port ill Great-Britaill or Ireland, before the firft 
day of January I i76, and filaII be bound to any 
of the Britifll fugar-colonies in the 'Vefl-Illdies» 
or ,,-hieh hath been, or may be fo cleared out 
frool the faid Britifh fugar-colonies, and filall be 
bound to Great-Britaill or Ireland, in cafe it iliall 
appear by tilC regifter of fucll filip or veffel that 
t\\7o-thirds at leaft of the o\\·ners of fllCl1 fllip or 
veffel are his nlajcfty's fubjefts, refiding in Great. 
Britain or Ireland, or in fODIC ()f tile faid Britifll 
rugar-colonies, nor to any fhip or ,'eifel, or tIle 
cargo tllereof, \\111icll filall be cleared out frollt 
any port ill Great-Britain or Ireland, after the 
t"t'cntietl1 day of January ) 7i6, ~\nd fhall be 
bound to any of tIle Britifh lugar-colonies, or 
\vhicll fhall l')c cleared out after the tw~nty-fifth 
day of ftlarcll 17i6, frlull the raid Britilh fugar .. 
tolonics, al1d fhall be bOll11d to Great-Britaitl or 
Ireland ill cafe it filall ;lPI)ear lly the oath or af. 
firmation of one or 111{lrC of tIle o\\"ners of fuch 

fllip 
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filip or veftel, to be elldorfc:d on the rcgittcr 
thereof, to be taken before the collector or other 
principal offic(!r of tilt: cu{lonlS at the port or 
pl3ce \vherc fuch filip or ,·etftl filall be cleared 
out, (\\'hich oat)! or affirnlation fuch colleClor or 
other principal officer of tile CUftOlllS is hereby 
autllorizetl and required to adnlinilltr) that t\VO

thirds at leaR of fuch filiI) or ,·cffcl are the pro. 
perty of his majefty's fubjeCls reficJing in Great .. 
Britain or Ireland, or in fOlUC of tIle faili fugar
colonies or plantations. 

AN D " .. 11ereas many alld large debts are no\v 
due from the illilabitants of the Nortll-Americatl 
colonies llereill before lnentioned, to di\·ers of his 
majefty's good and loyal fubjcEts rl·tiding in Great .. 
Britain, Ireland, and the Britilh lllantations in the 
,V cft-Indies-.lnd 111allY of fuell good and loyal 
fubj~tls Dlay )la,oe t:flatcs ulld ~fl~(ts in fOlne of 
the raid Ncrtll-l\nlerican colonies: ~lnd ,\,herrils 
goods and Iner~11al1dizc: 113\"C beell or 111ay be 
tllippcd or laden in tIlt.! iaid ColOllies for and on 
account of fuell debts, cllattas or <:tll:as-and 
ot)ler goods all .. '::crch~UldiZt: 111ay be laden there 
~\nd fe:llt fell 111 tllellct: in confclluence of orders 
give'l for that I)Urpote; Be it ttu.:rcfore e03cted 
by tIle autl1orit)p aforcfaid, t Ilat I~othing in titi" 
act fhall t:xtClld., or be cunllrucJ to extend, to 
~Ily fIliI) or ~t"fh:l \, llicll 1h~111 llave cleared out 
~\Ild failc:u froHt an \" uf the f~liJ colonit·s for Gr( at
Britain, Irc:lal1d, ~r anv of the Br itilll »lantations 

J ,. 

·ill tilt: 'V ~ft.lnJ:t:$, 011 or before tile firft day oi 
JauUlry 
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January J ii6, nor {hall extend, or be conftrued 
to extend, to forfeit any goods or mcrchandize 
or eifefis, \Vllich {hall be laden or fhipl)ed on 
board any Ihip or veffc::1 in any of the faid North
Anlerican colonies on or before the twenty-fifth 
day of March 1776, as a remittance to any of 
bis majefty's fubjeas refiding in Great-Britain, 
Ireland, or the Britifh colonies or plantations in 
the W cll.Indies, for or on account of any fuell 
tftat~s, effeas or debts, or in confequence of 
any order given for that purpofe before the twen
ty-firft day of December 17i 5, provided that 
proof thereof {hall be made on oath of tIle par
ties to whom fuch goods, mercl1andize or elTeCls, 
fIlall be configned, or otller,,·ife to the fatisfaCl:i. 
on of the judge or court before \VllOm any rei. 
zure of fuch goods,. merchandize or cffeas, fhall 
be depending, any thing herein contained to tIle 
contrary notwitllftanding. 

PIlO\"IDED al\vays, and it is hereby further 
cnaB:ed by the authority aforcfaid, tl1at nothing 
herein contained {hall extend, or be conflrued to· 
extend, to any filip or veffel the property of any 
prrfon or Ilerfons refiding in the raid colonies 
of Ncw .. }Iaulpfhire, l\lafTachufetts-Bay, Ithode
IOand, ConneCticut, Nc\v-York, Ncw-Jc::rfey, 
Pennfyl\·ania, the ·l'hree Lower Counties on De
)aware, Maryland, Virginia, Nortl1-Carolina, 
Soutll-Carolina and G(orgia, \\'11icl1, on or be-
fore tile firA: day of January I ii6, 111all Ila\"e 
failed fronl any port or Jllace i1l Eurore \")lere 

S f fuell 
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fucll fllip or ,"effcl Dligllt lawfully trade, or \vhicb, 
on or before tIle fira: day of January 17i6, fhall 
be aaually ladell in 311Y fuell port or place for 
Great-Britain or Ireland, witll fue)l goods and 
nlerchandize as fuell fuip or veffel111igllt la\vfully 
fo tranfport; nor to any fhip or vcffel as filaU, on 
the faid firft day of January I i76, remain in 
any port of Great.Britaill or Ireland, any thing 
herein COlltained to the contrary tllcrcof in any
wife not\\·itllftanding. 

PRO,"IDED alfo, and it is hereby fllrther enaCt· 
ed b}· the autllority ai()rt·faid, tllat nothing in 
this aa contailled iliall extend, or be conftrued 
to extend, to any lhip or veffcl, being the proper
ty of any of tIle inllabitants of tIle iOand of Nan. 
t l!C :~c=t, employed in the wllale fifllery on1y, if it 
fhall appear by the I>apcrs 011 board, tllat fuch 
fllip or "cue} \,9&\S fitted and clearc·J frolll thence 
before tIle firft day of Decclllbcr 17i 5, or if the 
1113{ler or other perron having the charge of any 
fuch fhip or v~flcl as aforeiaid, filal) I>roduce a 
certificate und~r tile hand and feal of tIle governor 
or conlmander in chief of the pro\·incc of the 
ltfaffachufetts-Bay, fetting forth, that fuell fhip 
or ,"eifel (exprefling Iler ll:lnle and the l)allle of 
her nlafier, and dcfcribing ht:r built and burden) 
is the ,,~hole alld entire proptrty of Iiis luajefty's 
fubjects of tIlt: raid ifiand of Nal1tuck~t, and \vas 
tile l~ror;erty of one or more of thClll on or be
lore tile t-'\'cuty-fiftll day of l\Iarlll Iii j. 
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AND wllereas, before the paffing tIlis aCt" and 
fince tIle comnlencemrnt of the fai() unnatural 
rebellion, di\"ers perfons, vefii:is, cargoes and 
oth('r eifefls, n13Y have beell feized, detained, 
examined, fr:arclled, damaged or de£lroyed, for 
the publick fervice, in witlltlancJing or fUI)l)r~fling 
the faid rebellion, Be it further enac1ed bv the ~u. 

4 

thority aforefaid, tl1at all fuch aCls {hall be dt:tm-
cd jun and legal to all intents, conilrudions anti 
purpofes \vhatfoe\"er; and if any aCtion or fuit 
fhall be commenced or profecllted againft any 
perfon or perf OilS for or by reafon of allY thing 
fo lione, or for or by reak)o of all}· thing done 
or aClcd ill purfU311ce (If ll1is aCl, tllen, and in 
e,·erv fuell cale: fuell aCl:ion or fuit fhall be conl-

tI 

menced within fix calendar nlonths next after 
the faa comlnitted, al1d 110t after,,·arlls; and the 
defendaJlt or deiendants tJlal1 alltl nlay plead til\! 
general iffue, an,,} give this acl and the fpecial Dlat
trr in evidence; all(I if the ac1 fIlal) ilp})Car to haye 
been done for tIle fcrvice of tIle Ilublick, or in 
purfuance of all(i by the autllority of tliis ad:, or 
if any fuch aclion or fuit fhall be brougllt after 
the time herein before lilniteJ for bringing tIle 
tanle, thetl the jury flla)l filld for the llctendant 
or (lefcndallts; and, upon fuch finding, or if the 
plaintiff or plaintiffs fllall he nonfuitcd, or (Iifcon
tinue Ilis or their aCtion after tIle defendant or 
d(fc:ndants {hall have appeared, or if any denlure 
rer, judgment iliall be given againft the Il)aintift'" 
or plailltifis, the defelldant or d~tendallts iliall 
and may recover trcIJ!t: collse 
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AND be it furtller enacl:ed by the authority afore
faiJ, that tllis act, as far as tile fame relates to the 
capture and torieitUre of {hips and veffds belong. 
ing to tIle inhabitants of the above-mentioned 
colonies, fllall, except ill the cafes herein before 
Dlentioned, COll11tlCnce and be in force from and 
attt:r the firli day of January 17i6; and fo far 
as the fame relates to the c:1pture and forfeiture 
of all other fhips and veffels that filall be fount! 
going to trade in or at any of the: faid colonies, 
fronl and after the firO: day of February 1776 ; 
and fo far as tIle fame relates to the capture and 
forfeiture of all other lhips and veffels that fhall 
be fOUl1d trading ill or at any of the raid colo
Ilics, or bound and trading from any port or 
place in the faille, fronl and after the t\venty-fiftll 
day of ]\'Iarch 1776, and illall continlle to be in 
forcl· fo IOllg as tbe raid colonies refpcCli\Fcly 1haU 
rClllaill in 3. ft"te of rebellion. 

PIlO'·' DE D al\\'ays llevertlleleis, and it is here
by enaaell by the authority aforefaid, that, in 
ordt:r to encourage all \vcll-atfeaed )lerfons in 
any of the raid colonies to exert tllemfelves in 
fUPllreffing the rebellion tllerein, and to afford a 
fpeedy proteaion to thofe who are difpofed to 
return to tlleir duty, it {hall and may be lawful 
to and for any llcrfon or perfons appointed and 
authorized by hi-; tnajefiy to grant a pardon or 
pardons to any nUlnbcr or defcription ot perfons, 
by Ilroclanlation, in his majeIly's name, to de
clare any COIOllY or province to be at tIle peace 

of 
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of his majefty; and, from and after tIle iffuil1g 
of any fuch proclamation in any of the aforefaid 
colonies or provinces, or if his majefty {hall be 
graciouOy pleafed to fignify tIle falne by his royal 
proclamation, then. from and after the iifuing of 
fueh proclamation this aCl, witll refpeCl: to fuch 
colony or province, colonies or provinces, county, 
town, port, difiritl or place, fllall ceafe, deter
mine, and be utterly void; and if any capture 
lhall be made after the date and iifuing of fuch 
proclamation of any fhips or vcflt:ls and their car
goes, belonging to the inhabitants of any ruch 
colony or province, colonies or provinces refpec
lively, tIle faDle tball be reilor~d to the o\vncrs 
of fuch fhips or veffels, upon clainl being entered, 
and due proof made, of their property therein, 
and the captors thall not be liable to any aaiOll 
for feizing or detaining the faid fhips or veffels, 
or their cargoes, ,,·itllout proof being made that 
they had aauaillotice of ruch proclamation l1av
ing been iffuc:d. 

PROVIDED al\vays, that fuel1 proclamation or 
proclamations fhail not dilcharge or fufpend any 
proceedings upon any capture of any fuell fllip 
or Yea,l llladc before tIle date and itflling tllcreof. 
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NOT E XIII. 

Soutll-Carolina, Cilarlefion d~flria. 

AI tl cotlrl of generallt?lfi(Jns cf the ptact, D]er and 
tCTRliner, oJIize of general gaol tltlj-vcrJ, begun to 
he holden in and Jor the clijlrill of Charlcjlon, at 
Charlcflon in the (O/OIlY aforefaid, Oil t*lIerJa~., Ih~ 
23d da1 of April, j" the ytar Dj flur Lortl I ii6, 

C£hc prejentmcnts of the granl/:jllry fGr Ib: Joid 
dt/ir;c1. 

I. FULL Y fenfible and thoroughly con,oinced, 
tllat to live in a fociety without la\vs or a 

proper execution of thenl, to reftr3ill the lic(anti
OllS nature of nlankit1d, is the greaten: nlif~ry 
thJt call befa) a people, and 1I1Ufi: rt:nucr any bo
dy of men in ruch a fituation, but little fupcrior 
to a herd of brutes; atld being 110 lets ielllibic 
tllat it ,"a~ the fchellle of a corrupt llefarious ad
Ininiftratioll ill Great-Britain to reduce the good 
people of tltis colony to that \,·rctched fituation, 
trollt a \vant of officers t(l execute the la\vs, thofe 
\VhOIn tlley llad appointed having refuf~d to 3Cl: 
in their refpeaive (lations, that through the c\,iI 
cffcas of anarchy and confufion, the peop)t! nliJ.{llt 
beCOH1C all cary prt!y to the crut;l dcfigns of tla:ir 
infidious cneuli;:s; ""hile \ve laluent the neccflity 
\\' 11 icll lIas obliged the people to reru !lle into their 
llano:), thoft: po\,'crs of governUlent \\"bich ,,·ere 
Griginally JerivcJ frolll tllclllfclvcs for the pro-

tection 
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teelioll of tllofe rigllts \\,hiCh GOD alone has giv .. 
en them, as cffential to tlleir llappinefs; we 
cannot but exprefs our Inoa unfeigned joy in the 
bappy conftitution ()f goverll111ent 110\V efiablifheJ 
in this colony, \\·hich pronlifes every blcf!ing to 
its inhabitants \Vllicll a Ileople tlldued \vitII virtue, 
and a juft regard to the rights of nlankind, could 
defire. 'VitI. gratitude to tIle Divine 11l11cr of 
hUlllan events, allJ wit1l tile IllOfi: I)Jcafing expeCt
ation of 113})11incfs from a conftitutiol1 fo \\Tife in 
its natllre, and virtuous in its ends, being founded 
on the flriCleil princiJlles of juflice and llumanity, 
and confifient \\'itll c\rcry pri\'ilege incident to the 
dignity of a rational being; we cannot but de ... 
clare \\~e tllink every o11pofition to its operations, 
or difregard to its authority, tIle foulefl crimina .. 
lity a 1110rtal call be guilty of, bighly oUenfi,ge to 
the eyes of GOD and of all jun men, and dcfer'~. 
jl1g the mon: exenlplary puni!11rnent. 

'V£ cannot but deplore tl1e unhappy iituation 
of any fc\v atnongft all the l1eop!c of this colony, 
who, through an ignorance of their true interefis 
and jufl rigl1ts, an,1 fronl a ,vant of proper in
form;ltiol1 of tIle real trutll, n1ay Le mined by tIle 
artifice and cunning of tllcir fellre antI defigning 
enem!es, froln a rc~\l it'nrc of thoft: benefits ""hie}. 
our prcfent confl itlltioll has fo anlp)y provide .. l 
for: bt·llefi.ts \vl&icll arc not c<.)nfincd or l:nlitc(1 
to any rallks or degrees of Ulen in particlilar, 11ut 
genera11y, t:qually al1li inJifcriulinatlly extending· 
to all, frolll tile ricllt:ft to tIle poor,,'!l, and 'v hiell 

tiulC 
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tinle and a little patient experience mull foon . 
eVince. 

E\'ERY good citizen nluft be llappy in the con. 
fidt.:ration of the choice of tllofe officers, appointed 
in the adnliniftration of our prefent government; 
as well in the impartial mode of an appointment 
arifing fronl tl1e people themfelves, and the Ii. 
mited duration of their power, as in their per. 
fonal charaClers as men, juftly beloved and re
"ered by their country, and whore merits and 
virtues entitle then1 to every pre-eminence. 

FILl.ED with there fentiments, arifing froID 
nlature deliberation, and the moft ilnpartial en· 
quiry, \VC muft further declare, tllat bleffings 
fuch as thefe we llave before enumerated, arc 
too ineftimable to be loft; and that nothing in 
nature can repay tIle leaft ,~iolation of tIlem; and 
although an accommodation witll the power 
\,·11ich atteolpts to dellroy tl1cm, may be highly 
worthy of attention, and upon principles truly 
honourable, of obtaining; yet we think it a fa
cred duty incumbent on every citizen, to main
tain and defend with llis life and fortune, what is 
given and entruR:ed to hint by the Hand of Pro
vidence~ not for his own good only, but for the 
lafting happinefs of pofterity; a truf1:, which no 
law can ever annul, '\\Pllich is the grand principle 
of cxifience, and the fouree of every focial virtue. 

II. WE prefent as a grievance intolerable to 
the 
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the fpirit of the people, born and nurtured in the 
arnlS of frcedoln, and, though ever fubmiffive to 
the jutl 111andates of legal authority, Ilolding 
every oppreffioll as deteftable; tile unjuft, cruel, 
an(1 diabolical aCts of the Britifh parliament, not 
only declaring the good people of the United 
Colonies of North-America rebels, for defending 
thofe invaluable rights, Wl1ich no human pO\\l'er 
can lawfully diveR them of, but making all Inur
ders, rapines, thefts, robberies, and other inllu
man oppreffions, done before the paffing of thore 
aas, without authority, and whicll ,"'ere after 
palling the raid aCl:s to be done by the Britilh 
forces in thefe Colollies, legal and warrantable, to 
the eternal difgrace and indelible infanlY of a 
kingdom once renowned for her juftice, )10nour 
and humanity, but now meanly defccnding to 
that wanton profligacy \vhich even ravages abhor. 

Jonathan Scott, foreulatl, 
George Cooke, 
Ffholllas jotleS, 
John Lightwood, 
Peter Leger, 
PhiJip l\layer, 
Ifaac Mazyck, 

"{" t 

John O\ven, 
John Snlyth, 
Jofeph Jenkins, 
Jofeph Cox, 
I)aniel Leffefne, 
Lewis Dutarque, 
John Sjngelt~ry. •. 

.. 
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N 0 ~r E XIV. 

By mo;·or-general Clinton, (Oml1lander of his maje. 
jly's forCt"s in the fluthern provinces of North • 
.AlIlcrjea. 

APR 0 C LAM A T ION. 

W HEREAS the moll: unprovoked and 
\\iicked rebellion has for fome time paO: 

prevailed, and doth no\v exift, within Ilis majcfty's 
province of South-Carolina; alld the inhabitants, 
forgetting their allegiance to tllcir fovereign, 
alld denying the autIlority of the laws and fta
tutes of the rcalln, llave, ill a fucceffion of crimes, 
}lroceeoed to the total fubverfion of all lawful 
authority, ufurping tIle powers of government, 
and erc::aing a tyranny ill tIle llands of congrelfes 
and committt.cs of various dcnOlllinations, utter
ly unkno\vn and repllgnant to tile fpirit of the 
Britilh conftitutioll ; alld divers people, ill avowed 
defiance to all legal autllority, arc no\v aCtually 
in arms, \\·aging unnatural \var againCt tht:ir King: 
and \\rhereas all attempts to reclaim the infatu
ated and nlifguided llluititude to a feore of their 
error, llave unhappily proved ineffeaual: I have 
it in (0t11111and to proceed forth\vith ;lgainft all 
fuch lilen, or bodies of tIlen in arU1S, and againft 
all congrt:fres and cOllllnittecs tI1US unla\vfully 
cftablifheJ, as againfl: open enemies to the flatc. 
But, confideriug it a duty infeparablc froln tlle 
principle of Ilull1anity) tlr!t of :lIt to forc\varn the 

J(:luded 
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deluded people of the miferics ever attendant 
upon civil war, I do nloft earnefiJy entreat, and 
exhort thenl, as tl1ey tender their own happinefs, 
and tllat of their pofterity, to appeafc the venge
ance of an injured and jufi:ly incenfed nation, by 
a rfturn to their duty to our common fovereign, 
and to the bleffings of a free government, as efta
blillied by la\v; hereby offering, in llis nlajefly's 
name, free pardon to all ruch as fllall lay down 
their ar1l1S, and fubmit to the laws. And I do 
hereby require, that the provincial congrefs and 
all comnlittec:s of fafety, and otller unlawful afro-
ciations, be diffolved, and the judges allowed to 
hold their courts according to the Ja\\1s and con
ftitution of this province; of which all perf OilS 

are required to take notice, as they will anfwer 
the COlltrary at their utnloft peril. 

Given on board the Sovereign tranfport, the 
6tl1 day of June, 17i6, and in the 16tll year 
of his majefty's reign. 

II. CLINTON. 

By command of general Clinton, 
Richard Rea,re, fecretary. 

To the magiftrates o~ the province of 
South-Carolina, to be by tl1em made 
publick. 

NOTB 
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NOT E x,r. PAGE 145-

INC 0 N G RES S. 

Philadelphia, July 20th, 1776• 

R· ESOLVED, tllat the thanks of the United 
States of America be given to major-gene. 

ral Ler, colonel William Moultrie, colonel Wil. 
liatn l"honlpfon, and the officers and foldiers 
under their commands, WllO, on the 28th of June 
lan, repulfed, with fo much valour, the attack 
which was that day Inade on the ftate of South. 
Carolina, by the fleet and army of his Britannic 
Dlajelty. 

TH AT 1l1r. prefident tranfmit the foregoing rc
fo1ution to general Lee, colonel Moultrie and 
colonel Tholnpfon. 

By order of the Congrefs, 

JOHN HANCOCK, prefidc:nt. 

NOT E XVI. PAGE 14j • 

.A return of the nunJber of privates, and of the 
nOI1JeS nJ the officers, in the ftcolld regiment of 
South-Carolina, who were in the fltl on Sulli
-van's uland, and fought the Brilijh fleet on the 
28th of June 1776• 

O NE colonel, one lieutenant-colonel, one 
111ajor, ten captains, fevell firft lieutenants, 

nine fc:cond lieutcllants, one adjutant, twenty-
four 
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four fergeants, fourteen drums and fifes, and 
three hundred and fix privates. 

NAMES of the OFFICERS. 

William Moultrie, colonel, 
Ifaac Motte, lieutenant-colonel, 
Francis Marion, major. 

CAP T A INS. 

Peter Horry, 
Nicholas Eveleigh, 
James MCDonald. 
Ifaac Harlcfton, 
Charles Motte, 
Francis Huger, 
Richard Afhby, 
Richard Shubrick, 
William Oliphant, 
John Blake. 

LIE UTE NAN T S. 

William Charnock, 
Thoma~ Leffefne, 
Thomas Moultrie, 
Daniel Maryck, 
Jacob Shubrick, 
Thomas Dunbar, 
William Moultrie, junior, 

Thomas 
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Thomas HaJI, 
Henry Gray, 
Ifaac Dubofe, 
Richard.Bohun Baker, 
Adrian Provaufe, 
Richard Mafon, 
Peter Gray, 
Bafil Jackfon, 
--- Marion, 
Andrew Delient, adjutant. 

NOT E XVII. PAGE ISS. 

Intercepted leiters, rciati'Ue to II plan of co-operation 
hy the Britifo Indians and tori,s IIgainjl thefriends 
of Congrejs in the wejlern parts of the fluthern 
flates. 

GENTLEltIEN, 

SOME time ago mr. Cameron and myrelf 
wrote you a letter by mr. Thomas, and en

elored you a talk we had with the Indians refpeCl:. 
ing the purchafe which is reported you lately made 
of tl1cm, on the river Wattaga Neluchudkey, 
&c. we are finee informed that 'You are under· 
great apprehenfions of the Indians doing mifchief 
immediately; but it is not the defire of his maje
fiy to ret his friends and allies the Indians on 
his liege fubjeCl:s, therefore whoever you are, that 
are willing to join his majefty's forces, as foon as 
tIley arrive at the Cherokee nation, by repairing 

. to 
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to tile King's ftandard, {hall find proteClion, and 
their families, and be free from all danger what. 
ever; yet, that his majefty's officers may be cer
tain \vhich of you are willing to take up arms in 
his nlajelly's juft right, I have thought fit to re. 
commend it to you, and everyone that is defir
ous of preventing inevitable ruin to thenlfelves 
and families, ilnmediately to fubfcribe a written 
paper, ackno,vledging their allegiance to his ma
jelly King George, and that they are ready and 
willing, whenever called on, to appear in arms in 
defence of the Britiili right in America; Wllich 
paper, as foon as it is figned, and fent to me by a 

.fafe l1and, fhould any of the inhabitants be defir
ous of knowing how they are to be free from 
every kind of infult or danger, inform them that 
his nlajcfty will immediately land an army in the 
Weft.Flordia, march them through the Creek to 
the Chickafa\v nation, where five hundred war ... 
riars from eacll nation are to join theIn, and then 
COllle by Chote, \vllo ha,·e promifed their affift. 
ance, and tllen to take poffeffion of the frontiers 
of Nortll-Carolina and 'Tirgillia, at the fame 
time that llis majefiy's forces 111ake a diverfion 
on the fea coaft cf thofe provillcCS. If any of 
the inllabitants Ila\'e any beef, cattle, flour, pork, 
or llorfes to iilare, they fIlall llave a good price 
for thenl, for 3})plying to us as foon as llis 11l3je-
fiy's tIOO}lS arc t:lllbodied. 

I an), 

Your'f.. &c. 
# 

(Sjgnel~) 
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WATTAGA. 

THIS day Nathan Read came before one of 
the juftices of Wattaga, and made oath on the 
f10ly Evangc:lifts of Almighty GOD, that a ftrangcr 
came up to Charles Robinfon's gate yeftc:rday 
evening, ,·ho he was he did not know, and de
livered a letter, a true copy of which is above. 

JOHN CAI.TIL 

Sworn before me the 19th of May, 1776• 

Atteft, 

E~t'llli of " leiter to general Gllge, fr,,,, lord Wil· 
liam Camphell, lale gOlfJlr1lor of Soulh·Caro/intl. 

Tamar, in Rebellion-Road, ScptcDlber 20, 1775. 

SIlt, 

I DID myfc:lf the 110nour to \vrite to your ex
cellency by the only two opportunities that of
fered finee my arrival in this province, Captaio 
'follemache and Mr. Logie, and was in hopes his 
nlajefty's fervicc to the northward would b~~e 
permitted fome little attention to Ilave been paId 
to the fouthern provinces. I have no\v only to 
acquaint your excellency, tl1at this province lIas 
for fome tinlc been in a {tate of open rebelJian, 
and after undergoing mallY nlortifications and 
infults, I ,vas at lall: obliged a fe\v days ~go to 
take refuge on board the r!'alnar, and lC3\"c the 

officrr~ •.. ~ 
.......... :.: 
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officers of the crown difarmed and confin~d to 
Charlellon, the bearer of this, mr. Kirkland, 
was a lieutenant of militia in the back parts of 
this country; I know him to h~ a man who has 
great influence there, and by his attachment to 
goverllment he has, I fear, facrificed his all; he 
has acquainted nlC \vith the particulars -of the 
plan Ile means to comnlunicate to your excellen
cy, and I am convinced, if the execution is not 
delayed too long, he may be made very ufeful 
in this and the neighbouring pro,-il1ces, Georgia 
and North-Carolina. I have tile hOllour to be, 
viith great r~garJ, 

Sir, 
Your excellency's moR: obedient, 

and molt: humble fervant, 

· w. CA~IPBELL. 

Extrllll if a /ctl,'r 10 gCIl(Tlli Grollt. 

St. Augllfline, OClober 4, I i7 5-

I HI. VE the pleafure of your's by the St. La\v
renee; by fending her you have done your old 
go\'Crnolt:nt effcntial fcr\'ice; we wanted fuell a 
,eifel \'ery nlucll: file al>pcared ofl" one day, and 
caDle o\'cr tIle bar the next \vith eafe, and \\"ith. 
out a rub, and without unloading Ilcr guns or -
provifiollS; our bar is better than ever I knc\v it. 
By our Ready attachment to our 1110tl1er-COulltry, 
We are becollic an eye-fore to our fifler .. colollies, 
particularly to our foolifh },OllOg fifter Georgia 

lJ ,. ~lnd 
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and Carolina; tIley threatened, and have done 
e\'ery thing in their power to ftarve us, which is 
not ill their power to effeCt; tllcir threats were 
of fervice, and alartned the lleople here at firft, but 
I told them I ,v'as glad of it ;---tllat it was a fuame 
to truft our exiflence to others, and give them 
our Inoney for what we could 111ake as eafily as 
ttley could, ",hich they now found to be true; 
alnlofl every planter has 111ade Ilis provifions, Dla-

11)" a great .jeal to f)are: I Ilave above eight hun
dred bufllels of corn to fpare of the Belle Villa 
crop, a fine crt)}) of rice at the l"lufquiro, already 
reaped :lnd in the barIl-yard; a fecond cutting 
of tIle falne rice alnloft ripe. 

I A~[ furprifcd to find you and tIle army in the 
flate )'0U have been in; I flatter myre)f you will 
1110YC to ad\rantage foon. r"I'he fouthern people 
are Bladder than the northern, though I belie\'e 
not fuch great rogues; they lla,'e got to the high .. 
eft piteil of raving madners; you will 11:lve heard 
of one: hundred and ten barrels of our powder taken 
out of LoftllS, off our bar, by a veffel fitted out 
of Carolina, \\?ith an order from tIle prefident of 
tIle conlnlittee of fafety to proceed on tllat bufi
nefs. Our neighbours talk of vifiting us to take 
our ordnance flores, but this I look u·pon as mere 
vapOtlr, and that they \vilt not feci bold enough; 
if they do, we \vill do our bell to drefs theln ~
I llope the general will 110t take any 1110rc of the 
troops from us ; I think he hai already \veakened 
tl~~ too Dluch; confider the fort and its contents; 

confider 
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confider what our neigl1bours are willing to do; 
confider alfo that tl1is is the beft, and only im
mediate comnlunication between Great.Britain 
and our red • brothers. 'I'lle bell friends of 
Great-Britain are in the back parts of tIle Caro
linas and Georgia; if the Illdians \\'ere put in 
motion they woul"l fufft:r, and not tIle rebels; but 
this will be delire .. ed to you by one cOlOtlel I\'lo
fes Kirkland, WilO COllles exprc:fs to general Gage; 
to llim I refer you-what he tells you you nl~~y 
d~pend on; I tllink he may be made a pO\\l'~rful 
inflrument in tile hands of government, fllould 
allY thing be done tIlis way, \vhicll I tllil1k ought 
immediately to be undertaken; he kno,,·s CVt"ry 

inch of Carolina, every road and by-road, eyer)r 

cr~ek and f\Vanlp, every perron, and l1as a 1110ft 

extenfive inflllcnce; is refolute, atli,'e and fnter
prifing, atld I tllink oUgllt to rcc~i,'<: the carli<:il 
encouragement: he llas not had a lib( ral edu
cation, but l)ofreff~s clear, fl rang-, ~nd 111anly 
fenfc; atld I thillk he is entirely to be depelll~eJ 
on. I have had l\'lulcafier with Ble, he \vili fend 
you fonle papers; fonle others fila)} be done O~ 
a larger fcale ; Kirkland can give you good intel
ligence :-'Val1ace, t ,vho acts ,\~itil fo IIlne!l 
fpirit and honour, catl alfo furn iill )'OU ,vitI1 ric 11 
materials on that head; I renlcnlber he \\ra~ very 
bufy \",llen tllcrc in foundillg alld furveying. I 

la111ent, 

• Red ~rothcrs, a nicknamt- for Intiiau5. 

t A captain of a Dlan of \\'ar. He was feveral years nl~ iUlled 
in Carolina, and had infinite nlarks of friendtllip and ci\'ili~y 
fllC\\1n him. 
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Janletlt, as you 111ay imagine, tIle prefent Rate of 
affairs, and the fituation of nlofi: of my friends, 
,vho have been worked powerfuHy on, and have, 
to Dly great forrow, taken a wrong turn. I need 
not fay any thing further to you on the ftate of 
things in there parts of the \vorld, as Kirkland 
,viII be better than a very long letter. I hope 
foon to fee order drawll out of confufion, and 
reftored, and that good lllcn may cfcape; but 
that every rogue and vile fool, and that every 
,vilful and violent oppofer may meet with their 
full and juft reward. My dear friend, adieu! 
I am, moil affeaionately alld fincerely your's, 

J 0 II N 1\10 U L T Jt. IE ... 

E.ytraB of a /ctllr fronz ct1ploill Frederick Georgt 
J.'fuicajler, on engineer jell/cd in Atlgt!flillc, to 
g!'l1crlz/ Granl. 

St . .L\ugufiine, Sept. 29, 17iS. 

rl· 1I S R g arrived 11erc about four days ago colo
ntl Kirkland, one of tIle back.country fettlers in 
South.Carolina; he refufed to fign the affociati. 
on, and \\1'3S the occlfioll of lllany others doing 
fo; ,\rillia~ .. llel1ry Dray tOil did his utlllOft en-

deavours 

• l\lr. John l\tou~trje is a native of South-Carolina, and bro
t her of colonel \V'i:Iiam ~loultrit', \\' ho fo gaJlantJy defend~d 
thl~ fort on Sul1iv.1n's ifland, and defl'at~d the EngJilll (qua. 
(!run commanded by tir Pttt"r Parker. II\! \vas prevailed upon 
hy ~o\"(:rnor Grant to quit Carolina, and fettle in Eaft-Florlda, 
of \\ hich province he "'3S by the inttrctl: of mr. Grant mldr 
lieuttnant governor. 



( 341 ) 

deavours to gain him over to their party, but ill 

vain; they then offered a re\\~ard of t\VO thoufand 
pounds fterling to anyone that \vould apprehend 
him; he efcaped at lail from a party who was in 
purfuit of hiln, by getting between tileill and 
CharleO:on, and took that road, whicll they not 
in the leaf\: fufpeaing, he got fafe, after a journey 
of two hundred miles, to lord Willialn Calnpbell's 
houfe, anti from thence, the next morning, on 
board the Ulan of ,var; he fays the back fcttlers 
are t\VO to one in nUDlber more than the rebel. 
party; they got fome powder, but ,,-hen it came 
to be divided they had only two rounds a man; 
he fails from lIenee in the tranfport to Virginia, 
in order to proceed to general Gage; he has an 
honeft opell countt:nance, good natural under
fianding, and Inay be a man of infinite ufe, when 
troops are fent to (~harlefton, (which furely will 
not be long;) even now a regiment to be rent 
up Savannah river, their back fettlers would tneet 
thenl, and tIle t\\'O provinces of Georgia and Ca ... 
rolina \vould be thrown into terror; the commit. 
tee here preventcJ fait and other articles, which 
they cannot be withollt, from being fent to thenl ; 
there circllmfi:ances inflanlc tIle back.fettlcrs, \\'ho 
only \vant ammunition to do thcmfelves juflicc. 
K.irkland l1as undoubtedly great weight \\~itl1 
thofe people. Since he came a\vay his plantation 
has been ranfackcd, five thoufand \veight of in
digo deflroyeJ, and his fixty negroes he kno\vs 

not where; lIe has with llim a fon about twelve 
or thirteen years old, who efcaped by being dreiTec.1 

lil~c 
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like a girl, for tlley ufed thf'ir Gtmoll endeavours 
to get him, in hopes the feizing llis child would 
bring him to ternls; you will undoubtedly fee 
him, and he will give you a true nate of the 
fouthern provinces; the above particulars you 
Dlay depend upon, and I write them that YC.lU 

nlay not be without intelligence in regard to a 
part of tIle world you have alrt:ady fer\'ed in with 
fo much fuecers. 'l"he Catawba Indians are \vith 
the rebel-party; but they confifl of a fe\v, and 
as thefe back.fettltrs art: feated round their nati. 
on, they intend to feize their \\"Olllen and chil. 
dren tIle monlent they hear they attempt violence. 
John Stuart got fome; powder fronl "l'onyn, and 
tent it by an interpreter and an Indian to the 
Creek nation, but they '~t!re Illet by [onle Geor
gians on tile north fide of Mazo, who had got 
information fronl one Lane of this province, who 
feized the ammunition, and carrieJ it to Sa,·an
nah; ho\vever, the intcrprt'ter and the InJian 
proceeded 1:0 the nation: John Stuart's deputy, 
Calneron, u.·rotc lliln ,,·ord fonle tinle lince, if th· .. 'Y 
did not get po\vder he could not anf\ver for the 
Indians, as 11C l)elieved they \\·oul,t certainly go 
UO"·ll to Savannah to denland it; [0 it is l1l"'lt un
lil~ely tlley may 11ave fome of tllcir red • brrt hrcn 
upon their backs; fOlne of the gentJ~nlen of 
Georgia fiill llold out, and have not figned the 
affociation; but governor 'Vrigllt has no autho
rity, lIar has not had any for fOlllC tinle. l_ord 
Dartnloutll llas directed the land-office to be 

optned 
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opened for this province, in order to grant Jand 
to any perf ODS who choofe to take refuge here, 
and to be free of quit-rents for ten years. 

COP! q (J letter fronl Mr. JDhn Stuart to 
gelzeral Gage. 

St. Auguftine, Otlober 3, 177 S· 

S I a, 
LAST ni~ht I had the honour of recei"ing 

your excellency's letter of September 1-2., alld I 
fhall pay the ftriaeft attention to your commands 
contained in it. Notl1ing in my po\vt'r fhall be 
negleaed to forward tile intereft of government, 
and your excellency'S views. 

SISCE writing my laft letter by co1onel Kirk. 
land, I have received by the way of Savannah a 
copy of a 1~alk from tile Cilerokees to mr. Ca .. 
mcron, which I no\v t!llclofe; it fhews tlleir dif. 
pofitioJl, whit-Il I iliall by all nleans cultivate, ~ 
for which purpofe Illy brother is preparing to ret 
off for the Cr~ek, and afterwards for tIle Chero
kee nation. It occurs to me, that it will no 
longer be good policy to foment the difference 
between the CI10aaw and Creek Indians; for 
while they cOlltinlle at war, it \vill be difficult, or 

even 

• The Talk contained an affuran::e from the Cberok~csJ that 
they w~re ready to attend Cameron, and mafTacrc all the back 
fettlcrs of Caroiio3 and Gcor~i:1, without t.!iftinltion of a~e 0'" 

fe",. 
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even impoffible, to g~t the Creeks to act in hi~ 
majelly's fervice, by \Vllich tiley nlufi: expofe 
their \vornen and cllildren to the attacks of their 
enemies. I {hall impatiently ,vait for your excel. 
Jency's ideas llpon this fubjeCl:, \Vllich I llUlllbly 
fubmit; in the mean-titlle I iliall fend the necef
fary inftruCtions throughout the diftrict. 

I SHALL immediately take fteps to get fome 
Indians Ilere, \\yhich will be an acquifition to this 
place in it~ prefent weak frate, and I have been 
for rome time paft ufing all poffible means of 
fupplying lllyft:lf \vith neceifaries for engaging 
tIle Indialt~ ficUlly in his majefty's intereft. I am 
apprthenfi\~e I iliall find difficulty in getting a 
fupply of provifions. I have the honour of be
ing, ,yitll tIle utmoft refpett, 

Sir, 
Your excellency's moIl: obedient, 

SIR, 

and Inoll humble fervant, 
JOHN STU,ART. 

St. Augunine, 3 October, 1775-

COLOS £L Kirkland will acquaint your excel .. 
lency that a great majority of the frontiers and 
back inhabitants of Carolina are attached to, 
and inclined to fupport government; in fuch 
circulllflances, I conceive, tll:lt an indifcrinlinat~ 
attack by Illdians, would be contrary to your 
excellency's idea, and 111ight do nlucll harm--

but 
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but I lhal1 difpofe them to join in executing any 
concerted plan, and to aft with and affift their 
\vell .. difl)ofed neighbour-rrhe Attachaway Indi. 
ans are now l1ere, and I now look with impati. 
ence for anfwers to my defpatchcs to the different 
nations, whicll I. have reafoll to expeCt every 
hour. I ha\'e the 110nour of being, moft refpe~. 
fully, . 

Sir, 
Your excellency's moll: obedient, 

moll hUlnblc fcr,'ant~ 
JOHN STUART. 

THESE, and feveral other letters to the fanle 
effeCt, were found in pofieffion of Mores Kirk
land, who was taken prifoner by the Americans 
in his paffage to Bofton, in the year 1775, whi. 
ther l1e was going exprefs to general Gage, the 
commander in chief of tIle royal army.-For fur~ 
thcr particulars fee Allnon's Remenlbrancer fo~ 
1776, part 3d, pages 176-18Q. 

NOTE 
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CCJpy of tallll de/i'Vered to his cNct.'llcncl the I rf/iJent 
of South-Carolina, in countil, Februllry 3, 1177, 
hy the Bird and the ,;dllniilllr, warriGrl Dj lbe 
Che rokee RatiolJ. 

TH E B I R D. 

I W AS ordered to come down here to tllis houfe. 
I am come down here, and I fce you all here. 

I am come down the path-and I have fwept it 
\\-itI1 a white cloth, and Dlade it bright and 
clear-I come from the nation. 

I AM now in DIy beloved brother's houfe. My 
nation rent me as a meffenger. My nation have 
feen their folly, and I hope my beloved men of 
Charlell:on will take me by the hand. I am rent 
dOWll with a good talk, and I hOjlC you and tbe 
people will hear it. 

A STRING of wllite BEADS. 

\VE bale got a town called "foma\\Ptly, and 
fc\~eral brothcr-to\\~ns-tlley have rellt this as a 
tokel}, and llope no\v to reft in their beds and 
fic,p. 

A STRING of wllite BEADS. 

TIlE beloved l11en of Noewcc lla,·c rent this, 
and hope to hear a good talk bacl~. "rhey ha\'c 

bctn 
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been walking through tIle Long Grafs, alld want 
now to flay at home. 

A STRING of white BEADS. 

THE warriors of Coote)s were gone out wIlen 
I came away to go and hunt for 111eat. 

A STIlISG of white BEADS. 

THE town of Okoneylufty rent this-they 
heard a good talk. there from tIle beloved lnan 
\vho fent a woman with it. 

A fmall STlllNG of white BEADS. 

rrH Ii: warrior of Cowee fent this by Inc tile 
warrior of Noe\vce. The people of Cowee, he 
raid, would come back and fettle their houfcs ill 

the fpring, but that they were out now Ilunting. 

A STRING of \vhite BEADS. 

A BF:LO\-ED \\'Omall in the ,'alley fends you 
this. She fays tile Great Man above directs all 
things. Her eideR: lifter Ilad chil .. tren above, and 
the hopes they \vould have children raifeu up 
altogether. The Great Man above Ilad fent fire 
down and fpoiled the path, an(1 lloped they 
would make the patll clear again. 

A STRING of white BEADS. 

I A)d come down to talk ,vitll my brothers, 
and I hope to talk good with t)lcln. I aIU but :l 

YOUDg maD, but I will talk good, and I Ilope to 
hlYC 
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haye good ta1ks to carry back. The Great Man 
above put us all do\vn upon tIle eartl), but I 
don't kno\v \vhat is tIle Inatter that \'\"c quarrel. 
My father lIas conle dO\\~ll \vith me-is with me 
no"·, and hears Dle talk. My father is with illy 
eldefl: brotllers, and is telling you what to do. 
1\-1 y }1'athc-r abo\'e has told you my eldefi: brothers 
to take care of YOllr youngell: brothers, the red 
people. 'Vllen tIle white people came o\rer here 
tirlr, the Great Man above fet them here by tIle 
ri\~cr-fiJe ,-ery faft. l~hc red people were for
lllerly "ery glad to fee their eldeft brothers, and 
tlleir brothers \vere very glad to fee them. ~l~llere 

is a \\911ite clot11 nov.' in tlle path, and I hope \ve 
\yiil all walk on it and dirty it no nlore. I hope 
',·e \viII all 110ld one anotllcr faft by the hand. . 

A STRI~G of white BEADS. 

I TALK good. I anl fent as a nlelfcnger, and 
I hOI)C the cl1ildrcn ,viII grow up on botll 1ides. 
I anl come do,,9n to talk that the children may 
be raifed up--:-tllat the children Illay gro\v up as 
the \voods gro\v in the \voeds. I hope nly oldeft 
brotl1ers \,·ill tal~e cafe of Illy youngeft brotllers. 
I anl 110t a rogue, nor \vill I give a roguiOl talk, 
llut {iand to '\'~lat ta!l~ I give. I am fent as a 
n1effen rrer·, the,' told me not to be tired, but 

t...' .I 

COi!lC and giye the talk. they tent by me. ~I'hc 
l)elu\'cd to\vn of Choti fent t!!ls. r!'hc l)rince of 
(~hoti fay~, ,,-hen lIt hears a talk frolll llis bro
th~r<:, h~ ,-.ill th;:nk me for bringing this talk 
here. 

I TOLD 
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ITO LD t1lem to come and hear the talk, but 
they raid they had been and given a talk in Vir
ginia, and they now fend this. That by that 
talk they had made the path ftraight and clear, 
and hoped they would have traders cOlne in . 
again. 

A STRING of white BEADS. 

TIl E MAN K ILL E R. 

My eldeft brothers and the \varriors are now 
met here to hear what I am going to fay. For
merly my great father and the \varrior lllade the 
pat}1 ftrong. but YOll have tlow brokell it. 1-'he 
boys have throwll off their fath'er, and I aID no\v 
come into ligllt, now I anl cOlne into tllis lloufe. 
You llave deftroyed Illy 110ufes, but it is not nly 
eldell: brothers fault, but Illy fatller's ovtr tIle 
great ,vater. 

A STRING of white BEAD S. 

I J.I E T tIle warrior, belo\'ed nlan, in tIle Long 
Grafs, and had good talks witll hiln. I an} not 
rent as a nleffenger as the otllers are-I conle of 
my o\vn accord along ,vitIl the warrior colonel 
'\7illiamfoll. 

A STRING of white BEADS. 

A BELOVED \VOnlan 0\1 little Choti fent this. 
She fays the young nlcn are great rogues-llcr 
children are out in the woods, and file docs llot 

like 
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1ike it-1hc hopes you will make it IIp with 
tllell1. 

A STRING of white BEADS. 

My old friend mr. \Villiall1fon has been a 
great trader-but I was told you were all nlked
but I have been about town and find a great deal 
of goods. I gave a great deal of land over Sa
\'annall river to pay my debts. I o\ved him, but 
I underfl:and my fatller over the great water 
would not let him keep it. '!'lle warriors in the 
lower towns have taken a,vay hi~ goods, but they 
cannot take away llis land that is llis, given hinl 
by the whole nation. 

A STRING of \vhite BEADS. 

NOTE XIX. P.~ GEISS. 

Articles oj t/Je definitive treaty of peace, concluded 
on, andfigned at Dewit's Corner, the 20th doy 
oj ~lay, I ii7, between the flotcs of South-Caro
lina and Georgia and the Cherokee Indians. 

ARTICLE I. THE Cherokee nations acknow-
ledge, that the troops, during 

laO: futnmer, repeatedly defeated their forces, 
\'ielorioufIy penetrated through their lower towns, 
middle fettJements and vallits, and quietly and 
unoPI'lofed built, held, and continue to occupy, 
the fort at Seneca, tllereby did effeCt and main
tain tile conq c ~ft of all the Cllerokee lands, eaft-

ward 
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ward of the Unacaye olountain; and, to and for 
their people, did acquire, poffefs, and yet continue 
to hold, in and over tIle faid lands, all and fin
gular the rights incidental to conqueft; and the 
Cherokee nation, in confequence thereof, do cede 
the faid lands to the faid people, the people of 
South.Carolina. 

ARTICLE II. South.Carolina ,viII immediately 
fend a fupply of goods into tIle Cherokee nation 
and fettlements for fale, and permit tIle Chero
kees, during their good beJlaviour, to inllabit the 
nliddle fettlements and "allies \vell:\\"ard of the 
higllefl: part of tIle Occonnee mountain; but 
they filall not, beyond a line extended {"lltll-weft 
and north.eaft acrofs tIle higllell part c£ the Oc
connee mountain, proceed or advance, ,vitllout 
permiffion from the commanding officer at fort 
Rutledge; to apply for which, one runner nlay' 
at any time be fent by the Cherokees: providetl 
nevertllelefs, tl1at, during tllis prefent )~ear, tl1e 
Cherokees nlay raifc, gatller and relllOYC, the 
corn tilCY have planted on the caft fide of the 

I Occonnee mountain. 

I 

I 
I 

ART I C L E III. F!'lle government of South-Ca
rolina \vill endeavour that the Cherol"ees be fur
nifiled with fupplies of goods as \lfual; and tl1at 
the trade fIlall be put \Inder tIle beft reglllations. 
Every l')erfon, \vho, ,,·ithout a proper l>afs or Ii .. 
cenfe, iliall arri\'c ill tllc Cherokee nation or fet
tlcllltnts, tIle Cl1crokees fllall iUlnlediateJy appre-

hend, 
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hend, and deliver to the commanding officer at 
fort Rutledge, and fc:ize to their own ure all the 
cattle, horres, goods and eifeCls, conduCted into 
their fettlements by every ruch perron. 

AITICI.E IV. Every white perron who i~fti
gated, or endeavoured to infligate, the Chero
kees to the late war, or encouraged or aided 
them, or endeavoured to do fo in the profecuti
on of it, and who now is, or hereafter may be, 
in their power, iliall, \vitllout delay, by the Che
rokees, be apprehended and delivered to the 
comlnanding officer at fort Rutledge; and the 
Cherokees thall take to their own ufe all the ef. 
feas, which in their nation or fettlements they 
may find in the poffeffion of, or belonging to, 
every fuch white perron, and for every ruch 
white perfon fo delivered, fhall be paid five hun .. 
dred pounds weight of drctrcd leather, or the 
value th~reof. 

ARTICLE V. Any Indian who, in tIle Chero
kee nation or fettlements, fhall murder a white 
perfon, fhall be immediately apprehended and 
conveyed to fort Rutledge by the Cherokees, 
who, in prefence of the comolanding officer at 
that pon, iliall put the murderer to death; and 
if any ,vhite or other perron belonging to South· 
Carolina or Georgia, iliall, in the Cllerokee na
tion, or any:white or other perron fila1), in SOllth. 
Carolina or Georgia, mllrdcr a Cherokee Indi. 
an, every ruch perron, duly com'iCteJ thereof, 

lhall 
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(ball Cuffer death in prefcnce of the Cherokee 
Indians, if any fball attend at tlle tilne and place 
of execution ~ and tllat they Inay have an op
portunity of attending, due notice of the time 
and place of fuch intended. execution iliall be 
fent to the Cherokees. 

ARTICLE VI. All white and Indian pcrfons 
1hall be fet at liberty as foon as poilible; all ne
groes taken during the late war, 311d who now 
are, or hereafter olay be, in tile power of tIle 
Cherokees, {hall, as foon as poffible, be delivered 
to the commanding officer at fort Rlltledge, to
gether with the horfts, by any of their ~ople, 
before the late war, fiolen from South-Carolina, 
Georgia, North-Caro1ina, or Virginia, and Wllich 
now are, or hereafter ma.y be, ill the po\ver of 
the Cherokees, to tIle en,l that refiitution may 
be made to their true owners. 

ARTICLE VII. For every runaway negro that 
fila11 be apprehended and delivered by the Che
rokees to the cOlnnlanding officer at fort ltut
lecf~e, iliall be paid one hundred pounds weight 
of leather, or the value thereof. 

ARTICLE VIII. 1"hc hatchet lhall be forevtr 
buried, and tllcre iliall be an univerfailleace and 
friendfhip re-eftablilhed between SOlltll.Carolina, 
including the Cata\vba and Georgia on the one 
part, and the C~lerokee nation on the other; 
there fhall be a general oblivion of injuries; tIle 

X x contraCling-
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contrading.parties fhall ufe their utmoCl: endea
vours to Dlaintain the peace and friendlbip now 
Te-eftablifhed, and the Cllerokces fuall, at all 
times, apprchclld and deliver to the commanding 
officer at fort Rutledge, every perron, \vhite or 
red, who, in their Ilation or fettlements, thall by 
any means endeavour to inftigate a war by the 
Cherokee nation, or hofiility, or robbery, by 
any of their people, againft or upon any of the 
American ftates, or fubjects thereof. 

IN witnefs of all and every thing herein deter
mined between South-Carolina, Georgia and the 
Cherokee nation, we, tllcir underwritten com
miftioncrs and deputies, by virtue of our full 
powers, feverally, and not one for the other, 
have figncd this prefent definitive treaty, in their 
refpcClive names, and hayc caufed our reals to be 
hereunto afILxed. 

Done at Dewit's Corner, this t\ventieth 
day of May, in the year of our LORD 

one thoufand feven hundred and 
feventy-fevcn. 

NOTE 
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NOT E xx. PAGE 163-

'The JicDnd petition of the COl1grifs of the United 
Colonies if Norlh .. .Anlerica to the Kinx of Great
Britain, agreed IQ in CongreJs on the 8th of Ju~'V 
1775-

Moll: gracious fovereign, 

J WE, your majefty's fubjeCls of the colonies 
of Nc:w-Hampfhire, Maffacllufetts-Bay, 

Rhode-Ifland and Providence Plantations, Con
neCticut, New-York, New-Jerfey, Pennfylvania, 
the counties of New-Caftlt:, Kent and SutTex on 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, Nortll-Carolina 
and South-Carolina, in behalf of ourfelves and 
the illhabitants of thefe colonies, who have de
puted us to reprefent tllenl in general Congrefs, 
entreat your majcfiy's gracious attention to this 

:~ our hunlble petition. 
~ 

TH E union between our motller-country and 
there colonies, and the energy of Dlild and jufi. 
government, produced benefits fo remarkably 
important, and afforded fucll an affurance of tlleir 
permanency and increafe, tllat the wonder and 
envy of other nations were excited, wllile tlley 
beheld Great-Britain rifing to a power the moll 
extraordinary tIle world 11ad ever known. 

HER. rivals, obfel·ving that tllcre was no pro
bability of this happy conneC\ion being broken 

by 



by civil diffenfions, and apprehending its future 
efiecrs, if l~ft any longer undifturbed, refolved 
to prevent Iler receiving fuch continual and for
nlidable accetIions of wealth and ftrcngth, by 
checking tIle growth of thore fettlcments froDt 
'vhic~' tlley were to be derived. 

I~ tIle profecution of this attenlpt, events fo 
unfavourable to the ltefign took place, that every 
frieD"{ to the intereft of Great-Britain and thcie 
colonies, entertained plcafil1g and reafonable ex
peclations of feeing an additional force and ex
ertioll immediately gi,ren to the operations of the 
unioll hitherto experienced, by an enlargement 
of the dominions of tIle CrO\Vll, and the r~movaI 
of ancient alld warlike encnlics to a greater 
difiance. 

i\ T tIle conclufion, therefore, of tllC late war, 
the IllOn: glorious and advantageous tllat ever 
hJd beell carried on by Britifll arnlS, your loyal 
colonifis having contributed to its fuccefs, by 
fuch repeated and firenuous exertions, as fre
qllently procured them the dillinguifued approba
tion of your Dlajefty, of the late King, and of 
parliament, doubted not but that they lhould be 
permitted, with the reft of the cl11pirc, to fhare 
in the blcffings of peace, and the emoluments of 
viclory and conqueft. 

\iV' H IL E tllcfe recent and honourable ackno\v
Ifdgm~nts of their merits remained on record in 

the 
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the journa1s and aas of tllat allguO: legiflature, 
the parlianlent, undefaced by the ilnputation, or 
even the fufpicion of any offence, tlley were 
alarmed by a ne,,· fyftem of ftatutes and regula
tions adopted for the adnliniClration of the co
lonies, that filled their nlinds with the moll: 
painful fears and jeaJoufies; and, to their inex
preffible aftonilhment, perceived the danger of a 
foreign quarrel quickly fuccecded by domefl:ick 
danger, in their judgment of a more dreadful 
kind. 

N 01. were there anxieties alle,·iated by any 
tendency in this iyf1:em to prOlnote the \velfarc 
of their mother-country. For thougll its effects 
were more inlmediat~ly felt by tllenl~ yet its in
fluence appeared to be injurious to tile COlnlnerce 
and profperity of Great-Britain. 

WE fhall decline the ungrateful talk of defcrib-
u 

ing the irkfotne variety of artifices, pratlifctl by 
many of your maje{ly's Jllinifiers, the delufive 
pretcilces, fruitle('\ terrors, and unavailillg feve
rities that Ilave, froID tinle to time, becn dealt 
out by thenl, ill their attelnpts to execute tllis 
impolitick plan, or of tracing-, througll a fcries 
of years paft, the progrefs of the unhappy dif. 
ferences between Great-Britain and theft: colo
nies, that 11ave fio,vcd frolll this fatal fOl1rce. 

Y ()U R. majefiy's minifiers, 11erfevering in tllcir 
meafures, and proceeding to opell hofiilities for 

enforcing 



~Ilforcing tllenl, have compelled us to arm in 
our own defence, and have engaged us in a con. 
troverfy fo peculiarly abhorrent to the affeCtions 
of your frill faithful colonifts, that when we con
fider WhOlll we mull oppofe in this contefl, and, 
jf it continues, what Illay be the confequences, 
our OWll par~icular misfortunes are accounted by 
us only as parts of our diftrefs. 

KNOWING to what violent refentments, and 
incurable animofities, civil difcords are apt to 
exafperatc and inflallle tIle contending parties, 
"'·c think ollrfelves required by indifpenfable obli. 
gations to Almighty GOD, to your majefty, to 
our fcllo\v-fubje8:s, and to ourfelves, im!nedi. 
ately to ufc all the means in our power, not in
compatible \\~ith our fafety, for flopping the fur-. 
tIler effufion of blood, and for averting the: 
inlpending calamities that threaten the Britifll . 
empire. 

TI-lUS called llpon to addrefs your majefiy on 
affairs of fuch mOOlent to Anlcrica, and proba
bly' to all your dominions, we arc earnel1:1y defir
ous of perfornling this office witl. the utmoft 
deference for }'our nlajcfiy; and we therefore 
pra)', that )?our n1ajeIly's royal Inagnanin1ity and 
benev'olence nlay Inake the moll favourable con
firucrions of our exprefiions on fo uncomlnon 
an occafion. Could vw·c reprcfent in their full 
force, the fentiments that agitate tIle lllinds of 
us your dutiful fu\)jeas, we arc perfuaded your 

Dlt1 jeIty 
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majelly would afcribe any feenling deviation from 
revt'rence in our language, and even in our con
duct, not to any repreht-nfible intention, but to 
the inlpoffibility of ~econciling the ufual appear
ances of refpea with a juft attention to our own 
prefervation agalnfi: thore artful and cruel ene
mies, who abufe your royal confidence and au .. 
tbority, for the purpore of effecting our deft ruc
tion. 

ATTACHED to your majefty's perron, family 
t and government, with all devotion that principle 
~. and afieC\:ion can infpire, conneCted with Great-
~ 

Britaill by the ftrongeft ties that can unite focie-
ties, and deploring every event tl1at tends in any 

i degree to weaken them, we folemnly aifllre your 
1 majdly, that we not only moll ardently defirr.: 
· the former harnlony between her and there co

lonies nlay be reftored; but that a concord lnay 
; be el1:ablifued bct\veen them, upon fo firnl a bafts 

as to perpetuate its bleffings, uninterrupted by 
i any fllture diffenfions to fucceeding generations 
i in both countries, and to tranfmir your majefty's 
~ Dame to polterity .. adorned with that fignal and 
1 lafting glory, tllat 113S attended the nlelncry of 
! thofe illuflrious perfonages, \yhofe virtues and 

lbilities llave extricated ftates fronl dangerous 
convulfions, and, by fecuring llappinefs to otllcrs, 
have erected the nlofi: noble and durable monu
nlents to tlleir o\vn fanlc. 

'V'E beg leave further to affure your lllajcfly, 
that 
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that notwithflanding the fuiFc:rings of your loyal 
coJonifis, during the courfe of tllis prcfent con
trov~rfy, our breafis retain too tender a regard 
for the kingdom froln which we .derive our ori. 
gin, to requefi: ruch a reconciliation as might in 
any manner be inconfiftent \vith Iler dignity or 
her welfare. 1"'hefe, related as we are to her, 
honollr and dut y, as ,,'ell as inclination, in
duce us to fupport and advance; and the appre
henfions that no\v opprefs our hearts with un. 
fpeakable grief, being once removed, your 
lllajefty ,viII find your faithful fubjeas on this 
continent ready and ,vjl1ing at all tim('s, as they 
have ever been, with their lives and fortunes, to 
affert and maintain the rights and interefts of 
your Inajefiy, and of our mother-country. 

'VE therefore befeech your Inajefty, that your 
royal authority and influence may be gracioufly 
interpofed to procure us relief from our afHiCling 
fears and jealoufit:s, cccafionell by the fyftem 
before nlentioned, and to fettle peace through 
every part of your dOlllinions, with all butnility 
fubmitting to your l1lajelty's ,vife confideration, 
\vhethcr it may not be eXl)edient for facilitating 
thofe important purpofes, that )7our majefty be 
pleafed to direct fOllle mode, by ,vhich the united 
applications of Y0l.lr faithful colonills to the 
throne, in purfuance of their comnlon councils, 
Inay be in1provfll into a happy and permanent 
reconciliation; and tllat, in the nlean·time, nlea
fures may be taken for preventing the further 

deflruaioll 
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dcftruClion of the lives of your majefty's fub. 
jcas; and that ruch fiatutes as 1110re inlt11ediately 
difircfs any of your lllaje£ly's colonies may be 
repealed. 

, FOR, by fuch arrangements as your majdly's 
'J wifdom can forlD for colleCting the united fellfe 
I of your American people, we are convinced your 
1 majefi:y would receive fuch tatisfatlory proofs of 
.j the diipofition of the colonifi:s towards their fo
t vereign and parent-Rate, that tile wifhed.for op-

t po:tu.nity hwofiulJ t~on fhIe .refi:or:d to them, of I evmcmg t e mcent)' 0 t Ielr prolefiions, by every 
; tcftinlony of devotion becoDling tIle moll: dutiful 

fubjeBs and the nloft atfeaionate colonifis. 
i , 
J 

j TIIAT your majefiy may enjoy a long alld 

profperous reign, and tllat your defcendallts may 
1 
~i go'Vern your dominions with hOllour to themfelves 

1 
". 

-~ 

j , 
1 
-I 

and happincfs to their fubjeCts, is our fillcere 
prayer. 

l~ 0 l' E 
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'Ibe fi~C01Z(1 Qtldrqs of the Cl)ngr~fs of the United 
Colonies of North.Alllcrica to the pcople oJ Greal
Britain, agrfcd to in Congrejs the 81'} day of 
July 17i 5-

Friends, countrYlllcn and bretllren, 

By there, 31ld by every otller appellation that 
may defignatc tlle ties ,yllicil bind us to 

each ot I1er, \\·e entreat Jour ferious attention to 
this our recont! attenlpt to prevent their di[olu .. 
tion. llenlenlbrance of foruler friendiliips, pride 
in the glorious atchievements of our COllllDon 
ancefiors, and aueaions for the heirs of their 
virtues, Ila\'e hitherto preferved our mutual con
llection; but \VllCn tllat fricndf11ip is violated by 
the groffeft injuri{"s; \\·hen tile pride of allceftry 
beCOllles our reproach, atld \ve are no otllerwife 
allied than as tyrants and flayes; ,vhen reduced 
to the nlelanclloly 3lternati\"e cf renouncing your 
favour or our freedom; call \\·e hcfitate about 
the clloice? Let the fpirit of Britons deternline. 

I N a fornl~r addrcfs \VC afTcrtcd Ollr rights, and 
flated tIle injuries \ve had tllell r~cciyeJ. 'V c 
hoped that the nlention cf our wrongs \vould 
have rcuieJ that lloneft indignation \vhich has 
i1ept too long for your honour, or tIle '''·t:li~lre of 
the enlpirc. Hut ,,·e Ila vc l1Gt beell perJnitted ~o 

entt;rtalll 
J 
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entertain this pleafing expeCtation. Every da}" 
brought an accumulation of injuries, and the 
ioyention of the miniftry has beell conflall~!y ex
crcifed, in adding to the calalnitics of your 
American bretllren. 

'A FT ER. the moll valuable rigllt of lc:gitlatioll 
was infringed; \\·Ilcn the po\vers afiulll<!J by 
YOUl parliament, in ""hie}l \ve are not rC}1refclltt-d, 

and frolll our local and other circulllftances can-
, not properly be reprefented, rendered c.~tr pro

perty precarious; after being dCllied that 1110de 
of trial, to whicll \,·e )Ja\·e long been indt·btt:(\ 
for the: fafety of our Ilerfol1S, and tIle prefcrva .. 
tiOll of our liberties; after being in Inany in ... 
ftances diveftt;d of thole la\\·s, \"}lich \vere trallf. 

1 milted to us by our common ancdlors, and fub
I jeaed to an arbitrary code, compiled unJcr tht: 

aufpices of ltolnan tyrants; after thof<! cllartcrs, 
, .. hicll encouraged our preJccefiors to bra,·e lh':c:til 

j
. and danger in every fl13llC, on unknO\Vll I~as, ill 

. 

deferts UllcxploreJ, anliliit barbarous and inlu.lf .. 
pitablc nations, \\pere annulled; ,vllen \vithout 

j the fornl of trial, without a publick accui:ltiua, 
~ whole colonieli were condemn~d, their trade de;;-

ftroycd, tlleir inllabitants en'lpovcrilllcd; \\·hell 

'.' foldiers \\'ere etlCouragt;J to itnbrue t.heir Ilands 
in the blood t)f Americans, by offers of inlpu
nity; \wIlen new mod~& of trial were illftituted 
for the ruin of the accufed, '\vhere the charge 
tarried witll it the horrors of conviCtiotl; ,vllell 
a deJilotick governtllCllt \vas eftabliflled in a Ileigll. 

bouring 



houring province, and its limits extended to every 
of our frontiers; we little ilnagined that any 
thing could be added to tllis black catalogue of 
unpro,·oked injuries: but \ve have unhapp11y 
been deceived, and tile late tneafures of the Bri. 
tifh miniftry fully convince us, that their objetl: 
is the reduClion of tllefe calollies to flavcry and 

• mIn. 

To confirm this afTertion, let us recall your 
attention to the affairs of Anlerica, fince Ollr Jail 
addrefs. I~ct us cOlllllat the calumnies of our 
enelnies; and let us warn you of the dangers 
that thr('at~n you in our d~ftr\laion. 1\lany of 
)~our fello\v-fubjefls, ",hafe fituation depri\"ed 
tltem of otller rupport, drew thtir maintenance 
from tIle f~a; but the deprivation of our liberty 
being il1fufficient to fatisfy tIle rcfentment of our 
enenlies, the horrors of famine "'ere fuperadded, 
and a Britifh parliament, ,,·ho, in better times, 
,,"ere the proteCtors of innocence and the patrons 
of 11Utnanity, ha\'e, ,,?ithol!t difiinClion of age 
or rex, robbed thoufands of the food which they 
were accufiomed to dra\v froln that in(xhauft,bJe 
fOllrcc, l>laced ill tlleir neighbourhood by the 
bCllCyolent Creator. 

ANOTHER aCt of your Icgiflaturc {huts our 
ports, 311d }}rohibits our trade witll any, but 
thofe llates fronl Wh0111 the great law of felf-pre
fervation renders it abfolutely neceLfary we fhould 
<It IJrefent ,\"ithllold our COtllnlerce. But this aCtt 

whatever 
. '.I 



whatever may have been its defign, lve confider 
rather as injurious to your opulence tllaD out 
intereft. All our commerce terminates with vou ; 

~ 

and the wealth we procure from other nations, 
is foon exchanged for your fuperfluities. Our 
remittanc~s Inull then ceafe ·with our trade; and 
our refinements with our afHuence. We trull, 
however, that laws which deprive us of every 
blefiing but a foil that teems \vith the neceffari~1 
of life, and that liberty which renders the enjoy
nlcnt of tllem recure, will not relax our vigour 
in their defence. 

,V E might here obfer\~e on tIle cruelty and 
inconfillency of thofe, who, wllile they publickly 
brand us ,vith rrproachful and unwortllY epithets, 
endea\"our to depri,re us of the means of d~
fence, by their interpofition witll foreign powers, 
and to d~liver us to the lawlt:fs ravages of a 
Dlcrcilefs foldiery. But happily \ve are not "1ilh
out rcfourc~s; and thougl1 tile timid and Ilunli. 
liatillg applications of a Britifh oliniflry ihoulJ 
prevail with foreign nations, let induflry, prOlllpt
ed by nec~tlity, will not leave us without the 
necc:fl"ary fupplies •. 

WE could ,villi to go no further, and, not to 
wound the car or humanity, leave untold tllofe 
rigorous acts of oppreflion, lvbiell arc daily ex .. 
crcifed in the town of Botlon, did we Ilot 110pe, 
that by difclainling their deeds and punilhing 
the perpetrators, you would lhortly vindicate the 

. IlO1l0tlr 
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honour of the Britifll name, and re-eftablifh the 
violated laws of juilice. 

1'H A T once poplilous, flourilhing, and conl
mercial to\\·o, is now garrifoned by an arolY Cent, 
not to proteCt, but to cnflavc its inhabitants. 
l'he civil government is overturne.d, and a mili. 
tary delpotifm ereCted upon its ruills. \Vithout 
law ~ withollt rigllt, po\\:,crs are alrUllled unknowil 
to the conO:itution. Private property is unjullly 
in\·adcd. rrllC inhabitants, daily fubjeCl:ed to the 
licelltioufnefs of the foldiery, are forbid to re. 
1110\"e, in defiance of tllcir natural rigllts, in ,-ic
lation of the nl0fi folenln conlpads. ()r if, after 
long and wearifolne folicitation" a pars is procured, 
tlleir cffeas arc detailled, and c: yen thore who 
are moll: favoured, llave no alternative but po
,"erty or flavery. 1·he diflrcfs of many thoufand 
people, wantonly lleprived of the IlccetIaries of 
life, is a fubjcC\, on which \ve \vould not \,~ifh to 
enlarge. 

YET we cannot but obferv~, that a Britifll 
fleet, unjuftified e,·en by aas of your legifla
ture, are daily employed ill ruining our COR1-

lDcrce, feizing our {hills, and depriving ,,,hole 
communities of their daily-bread. Nor ,vill a 
regard for your honour permit us to be filenr, 
while Britifh troops fully your glory, by aCtions, 
\vhich tile U10ft invett'rate el1nlity will not palli
ate anlong civilized nations, tIle wanton and un .. 
neccffary dcftrutkion of Charlcfion, a large, an~ 
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cient, and once populous town, juft before de~ 
ferted by its inhabitants, wllo Ilad fled to avoid 
the fur}~ of your foldiery. 

IF }90U flill retain tllofe fentiments of compar
fion, by which Britons hayt ever been diftin
guifhed; if tIle humanity, which tenlpered the 
valour of our common anceflors, has not dege
nerated into cruelty, you will lalllent tIle miferies 
of their defcendants. 

To \vhat are we to attribute tl1is treatment l 
If to any fecret principle of tIle conftitution, let 
it be Inentioned; let us learn, tllat the govern
ment we have long revered, is not without its 
defeCls, and that \Vllile it gives freedoln to a part, 
it n~ceffarily enfia\'es tllC remainder of the em
pire. If fuch a prillciple exifts, why, for ag~s, 
has it ceafed to operate? \Vhy, at this tirne, is 
it called into aCli(ln? (;an no reafon be :l1iigned 
for tllis conduCt? Or DIUfl it be l·efolved into the 
wantoll exercife of arbitrary powfr? 'And fllall 
the defcendants of Britons tamely fubrnit to tllis? 
No, firs! we never will, while we revere the lne
mory of our gallallt and virtuous ance{lor3, we 
Dever can furrcnder tllofe glorious privileges, for 
"hich they fought, l>lcd allll conquered. Adnl!t 
that your fleets could dellroy our to\vns, alld 
ravage our fea-coa!ls; thcle are incoll1iderable 
objecls; thin~s of no nl0nlent to ll1en, \vhofe 
boronls g)()\V \vitll the ardour of liberty. \Ve 
can retire beyond tIle reach of YOllr navy', and, 

\vithout 
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without any fenfible dilninution of the necefraries 
of life, enjoy a luxury, which from that period 
you ,vill \\'ant; the luxury of being free. 

WE know tile force of your arms, and was it 
called forth in the caufe of juftice and your coun .. 
try, we might dread the exertion; but will Bri. 
tons fight under the banners of tyranny? Will 
they counteraCl: the labours, and difgra~ the 
viCtories of their anceftors? Will they forge 
chains for their pofi:erity? If they defcend to this 
unworthy talk, will their fwords retain their edge, 
tlleir arms tlleir accuflonled vigour!- Britons 
can never become the inftrutnents of oppreffion, 
till they lore the fpirit of freedom, by which, 
alone, they are invincible. 

OUIt enemies charge us with (edition. In 
what does it confift? In our refuial to fubmit to 
unwarrantable aas of injuflice and crue)ty? If 
fo, fhew us a period in your binory, in which 
}90U have not been equally feditlous. 

WE are accufc:d of aiming at independence; 
but how is this accufation fupported? By the 
allegations of YOllr minifters, not by our aClions. 
Abufed, infulte(l, and contemned, what neps 
have \\'C purfued to obtain redrefs? We have 
carried our dutiful petitions to the throne. \Ve 
have applied to your juftice for relief. 'Ve have 
retrenched our luxury, and witllheld our trade. 

1~lfE 
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THE advantages of our commerce were (' e
figned as a compenfation for your protection: 
when you ceafed to proteCt, for what were we 
to compenfate 1· 

W HAT hal been the fuccefs of our endeavours? 
The clcRlency of our fovereign is unhappily di
verted; our petitions are treated with indignity; 
our prayers anfwered by infults. Our application 
to you remains unnoticed, and leaves us the Ine
lancholy apprehenfion of your wanting either the 
wi)l, or the power, to affift us. 

Ev EN under there circumftanccs, what mea
Cures have we taken that betray a defire of in
dependence? Have we called in tIle aid of thofe 
foreign powers, who are the rivals of your 
grandeur? When your troops were few and ·de
fencelcfs, did we take advantage of their diftrefs 
and expel them our towns? Or llavc we perlnit

ii ted them to fortify, to receive new aid, and to j acquire additional ftrength ? 

~ 
~ 
.. 1 , 
j 

LET not your cnelnies and 'ours perfuade you, 
that in this we were influenced by fear or any 
other unworthy motive. rl"he lives 0.£ Britons 
are ftill dear to us. l'hey are the . cllildrcn of 

, Our parents, and an uninterrupted intercourfe of i muttial benefits had knit the bonds of friendiliip. 
, When hoftilities were commenced, when on a 

late occafion we were ,,,antonly attacked by your 
troops, though we repelled their aftaults and re ... 

,/" y turned 
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turned their blows, yet we lamented the wounds 
chry obliged UI to give; nor have we yet learned 
to rejoice at a viClory over Englilhmen. 

As we willi not to colour our aB:ions, or dif. 
guife our thoughts, we {hall, in the fimrJe Ian. 
guage of truth, avow the mearures we have 
purfued, the motives upon which we have aCted. 
and our future defign •• 

\VSEN our late petition to the throne produced 
no oth~r etfe8 than frefh injuries, and votes of 
your legiflature calculated to jullify every feve
rity; when your tlccts and your armicR were pre
pared to wren from us our property, to rob us 
of our liberties or our lives; when the boftile 
attempts of general Gage evinced his dcfigns, we 
levied armies fo.· our fccurity and defence. When 
the powers vcft~d in the governor of Canada, 
gave us reafon to apprehend danger from that 
quarter, and we had frequent intimations. that a 
cruel and ravage enemy was to be let loofe upon 
the defencelcfs inhabitants of our frontiers, we 
took ruch me; " .:-es as prudel1cc diClated, as nc
ccffity will jullify. We po!fcffed ourfelves of 
Crown-Point and Ticonderoga. Yet, give us 
leave Dl0ft folemnly to affure you, that we have 
not yet loft fight of the objeCt we have ev~r 
had in view, a reconciliation with you on conlll
tutional principles, and a re!loration of tha~ 
friendly int('rcourfe~ which, to the advantage of 
both, we, till lately , nlaintained. 
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THE inhabitant. of this country apply th~m. 
felves chiefly to agriculture and commerce. AI 
their falbion. and manners are fimilar to yours, 
your markets mull: afford them the conveniencies 
and luxuries, for which they exchange the pro
duce of their labours. 1"hc wtalth of this ex
tended continent centres with you; and our trade 
is fo regulated as to be fubfervient only to your 
intereft. Y ou are too reafonablc to cxpe8, that 
by taxes, in addition to this, we lhould contribute 
to your expencc; to believe, after divcrtiug the 
fountain, that the ftrcama can flow with unabated 
force. 

IT has been faid, that we rcfufe to fubmit to 
the reflritlionl on our commerce. From whence 
11 this inference drawn l Not from our words, 
we baving repeatedly declared tilC contrary; and 
we again profefs our fubmiffion to the fevcral aas 
of trade and navigation paffed before the year 
1763, trufting, neverthelcf., in the equity and 
juR:ice of parliament, that fucb of thenl as, upon 
cool and impartial confidcration fhall appear to 
have impofed unneceffary or grievous refi:ritiions, 
will, at fome happier period, be repealed or al. 
tered. And we cheerfully confcnt to the opera
tion of ruch acts of the Britifh parliament as (ball 
be reftrained to the regulation of our external 
commerce, for the purpoCe of iccuring the com
mercial advantages of the \\?hole enlpire to the 
mother.ronntry, and the commercial benefits of 
its refpeclive memt',ers; excluding every idea of 
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taxation, internal or external, for raifing a reve. 
nue on the fubjelts in America without their 
confent. 

I T is alleged, that ,,·e contribute nothing to 
the common defence. To this we anfwer, that 
the advantages which Great-Britain receives from 
the monopoly of our trade, far exceed our pro
portion of the expence necefTary for tllat purpofe. 
But lhould there advantages be inadequate there
to, le~ the reftriClions on our trade be removed, 
and we will cheerfully contribute rueh proportion 
when confiitutionally required. 

I T is a fundamental principle of the Britilh 
confiitution, that every man lhould have I at leaft 
a reprefcntative fhare in the formation of thofe 
laws by whicll he is bound. 'Vcre it otherwife, 
tile regulation of our internal police by a Britilh 
parliament, who are and ever will be unacquainted 
with our local circumftances, mull be always in
~onvenient, and frequently oppreffive, working 
our wrong, without yielding any pofiible advan
tage to you. 

A PLAN of accommodation, as it has been ab
furdly called, has bren propofed by your minifters 
to our refpeCtive alfemblies. Were this propofal 
frte from every otllcr obje8ion, but that ,\\,bich 
arifes from the time of the offer, it would not be 
unexceptionable- (~an men deliberate with the 
bayonet at their breaft? Can they treat witll free-

donl, 
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dom, while their towns arc facked; when dail\ 
inflances of injuflice and oppreffion diflurb th~ 
flower operations of reafon? 

IF this propofal is really ruch as you would of
fer and we accept, why was it delayed till the 
nation was put to ufelefs expence, and we were 
reduced to our prefent melancholy fituation? If 
it holds forth nothing, why was it propofcd? 
Unlcfs, indeed, to deceive you into a belief, that 
we were unwilling to liRen to any t~rms of ac
commodation? But what is fubmitted to OUT COD. 

fidcration ? We contend for the difpofal of our 
property. We are told that our demand is un· 
reafonable, that our atfemblics may indeed col
lea our money, but that they muft, at the fame 
time, offer, not what your fxigencies or ours 
may require, but fo much as {hall be deemed 
fuflicicnt to fatisfy the defires of a miniftcr, and 
enable him to provide for favourjt~s and depend
ants. A recurrence to your own treafury will 
convince you how little of the money, already 
extorted fronl us, has bec"o applied to the relief 
of your burdens. 1~o fuppore that ,,·e would 
thus grafp the fhadow, and give up the fubllance, 
is adding infult to injuries. 

WE have, neverthclefs, again prefented an 
humble and dutiful petition to our fovereign; 
and, to remove every imputation of obftinacYt 
have requeR:ed his Inajefty to direCl: fome mode, 
by which the united applications of Ilis faithful 
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colonifls may be improved into a happy and per
manent reconciliation. We are willing to treat 
on ruch terms as can alone render an accommo. 
dation lalling, and we flatt~r ourfelves that our 
pacifick endeavours will be attended with a re
moval of miniftcrial troops, and a rep~al of thore 
laws of the operation of which we complain, on 
the one part, and a difuanding of our army, and 
a diffolution of our commercial atrociations, on 
!hc other. 

YET conclude not from this that we propofe 
to furrender our property into the hands of your 
miniftry, or veR: YOtlf parliament \"ith a power 
which may terminate in our deftruflion. The 
great bulwarks of our conftitution we have de
fired to maintain by every temperate, by tvery 
peacr.able Dleans; but your minifters, equal foes 
to Britifh and American freedotn, Ilavc added to 
their former oppr~ffions an atteolpt to reduce us 
by tIle fword to a bare and abje8 fubmiffion. On 
the f\vord, therefore, we are compelled to rely 
for proteClion. ShOllld viCl:ory declare in your 
fav\lur, yet men trained to arms from their infan
cy, and animated by the love of lib~rty, will 
afford neither a cheap or ~ary conqueft. Of this, 
at teaR, \\pe are affurcd, that our flruggle will be 
glorious, our fuecers certain; fince even in death, 
we filall find that freedom which in life you for
bid us to enjoy. 

I .. ~T us now afk, what advantages are to attend 
our 
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our rcduClioD? The trade of a ruined and dcCo
late country is always illconfidcrable, its revenue 
tritling; the cxpcnce of fubjeB:ing and retaining 
it in fubjeCtion certain and inevitable. What 
then remains but the gratification of an ill-judgcd 
pride, or the hope of rendering us fubfervicnt 
to defigns on your liberty. 

SOLD lEI.. who have fhcathed their fwords in 
the bowels of their American brethren, will not 
draw then1 with more reluctance againR: you. 
When too late. you may lament the 10Cs of that 
fre~dom, which we exhort you, while ilin in Jour 
power, to prcfcrvc. 

ON the other haud, fhould )·ou prove unCue
cefsful; fhould that connetiion, which we moR 
ardently wifh to Dlaintain, be ditTolved; fhould 
your minifters cxhauft your trcafurcs, and \vafie 
tIle blood of your countrymen, in ,·ain attempts 
on our liberty; do they not deliver )·ou, weak 
and d~f\!llCelefsJ to Jour natural enemies? 

SINCE then Jour liberty mull be the price of 
your viaories; your ruill, of your defeat:
what blind fatality can urge )90U to a purfuit d~
flrufiivc of all th&\t Britons hold dear? 

IF you have no regarll to tile connec:lion tllat 
has for ages fubfiftta.i between us; if you have 
furgot tIle \\·ouo,ls we ha,·c received, figllting by 
your fiJe for tIle extc:nfioll of tI1C enlpire; if our 

commerce 
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commerce is not an obje8 below your confidera
tion; if juflice and humanity have loft their in
ftuence on your hearts; flill motives are not 
wanting to excite your indignation at the mea. 
furcs now purfued: your wealth,. your honour. 
your liberty arc at flake. 

NOTWITHSTANDING the diRrefs to which we 
are reduced, we fometimes forget our own amic
tions, to anticipate and fympathize in yours. We 
grie,·e that ralh and inconfidcrate councils fhould 
precipitate the deftruaion of an empire, which 
has been the envy and admiration of ages, and 
call GOD to witn~(s! that we would part with 
our property, endanger our lives, and facrifice 
every thing but liberty, to rcdecln you from . 
rulD • 

.l\. CLOUD bangs over your heads and ours; 
ere this reaches you, it may probably burft upon. 
us; let us then, before the rtmcmbrance ot 
former kindnefs is obliterated, once more rtpcat 
thofe appellations which are ever gratef\ll in our 
eanj let us entreat Heaven to a-,l'~rt our ruin, 
and the deftruB:ion that thrcatcY.Is our friends, 
brethren, and countrymen, on the other fide of 
tIle Atlantick. 

NOTE 
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NOT E XXII. P A G .E 165. 

'AMERICAN UNITED COLONIES. 

In Congrefs, May 15, 1776. 

W HEREAS 11is Britannick majc:fty, in 
conjunCl:ion with the lords and com

mons of Great-Britaill, has, by a late aCl: of par. 
liament, excluded the inhabitants of there United 
Colonies from the proteClion of his crown: and 
whereas no anfwcr whatever, to the humble peti. 
tion of the colonies for redrefs of grievances 
and reconciliation with Great-Britain, has been, 
or is likely to be given; but the whole force of 
that kingdom. aided by foreign mercenaries, is 
to be exerted for the deftruClion of the good 
people of there colonies: and whereas it appears 
abfolutcly irrcconcileablc to reafon and good 
confcience, for the people of thefe colonies to 
take the oaths and affirmations necelfary for the 
fupport of any government under the crown of 
Great.Britain; and it is nece[ary that the exer
eire of every kind of authority under the faid 
crown fhould be totally fupprctTcd, and all the 
powers of government exerted under the autho
rity of the people of thefe colonies for the pre .. 
fervation of internal peace, virtue and good order, 
as well as for the defence of ourfelves, liberties 
and properties, againft the hoftile in,'afion3 and 
cruel depredations of Ollr cl1clnies : 

3 A TIl E RE FeR F. 
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l~HEREFORE rerolved, that it be recommended 
to tIle rcfpeClive aifemblies and conventions of 
the United (:olonies, wllere no governnlcnt fuffi. 
cient tOe the exigencies of their affairs has been 
hitherto efiabli111ed~ to adopt fuch government as 

. ilial), in tIle opinion of the reprefentatives of the 
people, beft conduce to the happinefs and rafety 
of their conftituents in particular, and America 
in general. 

By order of the Congrefs, 

JOHN HANCOCK, prefidellt. 

NOT E XXIII. PAGE 178. 

T REA T Y OF ALL I A NeE. 

T HE moll: chrifiian King, and the United 
States of North-Anlerica, to wit, New

Hampfhire, Maffachufetts-Bay, Rhode-Ifland, Con
neCticut, New-York, New-Jerfey, Pennfylvania, 
Dela\vare, Maryland, Virginia, North.Carolina, 
South-Carolina and Georgia, having this day 
concluded a treaty of amity and commerce, for 
the reciprocal advantage of their fubjt;Cls and 
citizens, have thought it neceffary to take into 
confideration the means of ftrengthening thore 
engagements, and of rendering them ufeful to 
the fafety and tranquility of the two p;lrt!eS; 
particularly ill cafe Great-Britain, in reft..ntm~nt 
of that connection, and of tIle good corr;:fpond .. 

enee 
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ence which is the objeCt: of the raid treaty, fhould 
break the peace with France, either by dir~a: 
hoftilitics, or by hindering her commerce and 
navigation in a manner contrary to the rights of 
nations, and the peace fubfilling between the 
two crO\\'DS: and his majefty and the raid United 
States having r~folved in tllat cafe, to join their 
councils and efforts againll the: c ntcrprizes of 
their common enemy: 

THE refpeaive plenipotentiaries empo\\rered to 
concert the claufcs and COllditions proper to fulfil 
the faid intentions, have, after the ololl Dlaturc 
dtliberation, concluded and determined on the 
following articles : 

AI.TICLE I. If war fhould br~ak out between 
France and Great-Britain, durillg the continuance 

, of the pr~fent war Ixtw~en the United Stat~s and 
England, his majefly and the raid United States 
thall make it a comlnon caure, and aid eaclt other 
mlltually with their good offices, their counfels 

~ and their forces, according to the exigence of 
1 conjunaurcs, as becomes good and faithful allies. 
~ 
.~ 

'., ,,' 
ARTICLE II. The cffential and dirca cnd of 

the prefent drfenfivc alliance is, to maintain cf. 
feCtually the liberty, fover~ignty, and independ
ence abfolute and unlimited, of the faid United 
States, as ,veIl in Inattcrs of government as of 
commerce. 

AJlTICI E 
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AIlTICLIIII. The two contraCl:ing parties fhall, 
each on its own part, alld in the manner it may 
judge moll proper, make all the efforts in it. 
power againft their common enemy, in order to 
attain the end propofcd. 

AI.TICLE IV. The contracting parties agree, 
that in cafe citller of them lbould form any par
ticular enterprize in which the concurrence of 
the other may be defired, the party whore con. 
currence is dcfircd, fhall readily, and with good 
faith, join to at\: in concert for "that purpofe, 21 

far as circunlfiances and its own particular fitu
ation will permit, and in that cafe, they filall 
regulate by a particular convention, the quantity 
and kind of fuccour to be furni1hed, and the 
tinlC and manner of its being brought into aaiOD, 
as \vell as the advantages which are to be its 
compc:nfation. 

A It TI C LE V. If the United Rates Ihould tllink 
fit to attempt the reduCtion of the Britilh power, 
remaining in the northern parts of America, or 
the iflands of Bertnudas, thore countrits or 
iflands, in cafe of fuccers, thall be confederated 
with, or dependant upon, the raid IJnitcd States. 

AIlTICLE VI. The moR: chrillian King re· 
nounces for~ever the poffeffion of the iflands of 
Bermudas, as \vell as of any part of the conti
nent of North-America, which before the treaty 
of Paris, in 1763, or in virtue of that' treaty, 

were 
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were acknowledged to, belong to the crown of 
Great-Britain, or to the United States, hereto
fore called Britifh colonics, or which arc at this 
time, or have lately been under the power of the 
King and crown of Great.Britain. 

ARTICLE VII. If his moft chriftian majefty 
fball think proper to attack any of the iflands 
fituatcd in the gulf of Mexico, or near that 
gulf, which 'are at prefcnt under the power of 
Great-Britain, all the raid iRcs, in cafe of fuecers, 
fIlall appertain to the crown of Jfrance. 

AIlTICLE VIII. Neither of the two parti~s 
Iball conclude either truce or peace witll Great
Britain, without the formal confent of the other 
firO: obtained; and they mutually engage not to 
lay down their arms, until the independence of 
the United States {hall have been formally or 
tacitly ajfured, by the treaty or treaties that filal! 
terminate the war. 

ARTICLE IX. The contraB:ing parties declare, 
that being rcfolved to fulfil each on its own part, 
the claures and conditions of the prefent treaty 
of alliance, according to its own power and cir~ 
cUlnflanccs, there {ball be no after-claim of com
penfation, on one fide or the other, whatever 
may be the event of the war. 

ARTICLE r. The moR: cllrillian King and the 
United States agree to invite or adtnit other 

powers 



powers who may have received injuries from 
England, to make common caufe with them, and 
to arcedc to the pr~fent alliance, under fuch 
conditions as {ball be freely agreed to, and fc::ttled 
between all the pa.rties, 

AllTICLE XI. The two parties guarantee mu. 
tually from the prefent time and for .. ever, againft 
all other powers, to wit, the lJnited Statt's to 
his moll cllriftian majeR:y the pr~fent poffe11ions 
of tIle crOWll of France in America, as ,,-ell as 
thofe which it may acquire by the future treaty 
of peace; and his moR: chriflian majefly gua
rantees on his part to the United States, their 
liberty, fovereignty and indep~ndence, abfoJutc 
and unlimited, as \\gell in matters of govern
ment as commerce, and alfo their poff~lIions, and 
the additions or conquefts, that their confede
ration may obtain during tIle war ~ from any of 
the dominions now, or heretofore poffe1fed by 
Great-Britain in North-America; conformable 
to the fifth and fixth articles above-written, the 
wllole as their poffeffion fhall be fixed and affured 
to the faid {lates, at the moment of the ceifation 
of their prefent war witll England. 

AR.TICLE XII. In order to fix more precifcly 
the fenfe and application of the preceding article, 
the contraaing parties declare, that in cafe of 
a rupture between France and England, the re
ciprocal guarantee declared in the raid article, 
iliall have its full force and effeCt, tlle momen, 

fueft 



foch war fball break out; and if fuch ruptul e 
lhalI not take place, the mutual obligations of the 
raid guarantee lhall not comnlence until the mo
ment of the cctration of the prc:fc:nt war, be
tween the United States and England, fuall have 
afccrtained their poffeffions. 

AR.TICLE XIII. The prcfent treaty fIlall be 
ratified on both tides, and the ratifications {hall 
be exchanged in the fpace of fix months, or 
Cooner, if poffible. 

In faith whereof, the refpeitive plenipotentiaries, 
to wit, on the part of the moR: chriftian King, 
CONIlAD-ALEXANDER. GER.AIlD, royal fyndick 
of the city of Stra{bourg, and fecretary of his 
tnajcfty's ,:ouncil of flate; and on the part of 
the Unitcri States, BESjAMIN FllANKLIN, de· 
puty to the general Congrefs from tIle flate of 
Pcnnfylvania, and prefident of the convention 
of f~id ftate; SILAS DEANE, Ileretofort! de
puty from tIle {late of Connetlicut; and All
TIllYR. LEF., counfellor at law, Ilave figned the 
allove articles both in the French and Englilh 
languages; declaring, 11everthelcfs, that the 
prefent treaty ,vas originally compofed and 
concluded in the French language, and they 
have Ilercunto affixed their feals. 

Done 
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Done at Paris, this fixth day of February, ODe 

tboufand feven hundred and feventy-eight. 

(L. S.) 
(L S.) 
(L. S.) 
(L. S.) 

c. A. GEI.AllD, 

B. FllANKLIN, 

SILAS DEANE, 

AaTHU& LEa. 

NOT E XXIV. PAG'E 178• 

ON the 6th of June the Congrcfs received a 
letter of the 2. 7th of May from lord Howe, and 
one of the 3d of June from general Clinton, 
accompanied with three aCl:s of parliament: they 
were as follows : 

Philadelphia, May '1.7, 1778• 
SIll, 

H AVING, by a packet juft arrived from 
Great-Britain, recei,'cd tile King's com

nlands to tranfmit to the Congrefs~ and the com·· 
mander in chief of their troops, the copies of 
two ails, paffed this feffion of parlialncnt, for 
quieting the difordcrs now fubfifting in there: co
lonies, allo preparing tIle way for the: return of 
peace, I elnbrace the carlieft opportunity to for
\~ard the enclofed copies of thore aas, and of 
one other aCl relating to the gove:-nn~ent of the 
province of MatTachufetts-Bay, tor the informa
tion of the Congrefs thereon; 1110fi: fincer~ly 
hoping this communication will be produCtive 

of 
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of the defired good effeCts. I am, v;ith duc 
confideration, 

Sir, 
Your moll obedient fervant, 

Ho,\rF.. 
Henry Laurens, ceq. prefident 

of the Congrefs. 

Head.~arters, Philadelphia, June 3, 1778• 

S I I., 

I A}'I direiled to tranfmit to CongreCs, and tile 

commander in chief of their troops, printed 
copies of three conciliatory aBs of parliament: 
let me add my moft fincerc willies, tbat they may 
produce the dcfirable cffetl ,,·hich is hoped from . 
them. I ha,·c the Ilonour to be, 

Sir, 

• 

Your 010ft obedient, and 
moll: humble fcrvant, 

H. CLINTON. 
Henry Laurens, cfq. prefident 

of the Congrcfs • 
• 

All all for rella/;n, lin (Ill, pnJftd ;n thl flllrtt~nth 
,ctlr of his prtftnt "'IJjtjl,'s reign, entitled, A" 
Ilel lor the betler rtgfl!Qti"t the gow,,,,,,tll' rf 
the prfJ'l)illce of the MoJfochufetts-Ba" in Ne'lL'
England. 

WHER.EAS tlle province of tIle Maffachufetts
Bay had for many years been governed under -a 

3 B charter, 
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charter, granted by their late majeflies King Wil. 
liam and ~leen Mary: and whereas an aft, 
Ila{fed in tbe fourteenth year of his prefent ma .. 
jelly's reign, entitled, C An ad for the better re
e gulating the government of the provillcC of the 
'l\laffachufetts-Bay, in New-England,' has been 
found to create great uneafineffcs in the Ininds of 
the inhabitants of the faid province, and has ccca
fionrd jealoufic:s and apprellcnfions of danger to 
their liberties and rights in feveral other of the 
colonies and plantations in North-AIDcrica: for 
quieting and f:xtinguifhing fuch uneafineifes and 
appr~henfions, be it enaCled by the King's moft 
excellent majefly, by and with the advice and COD

r~nt of the lords fpiritual and temporal, and com
mons, in tllis pr~fcnt parliament atreolbled, and by 
the autllority of the fame, tbat, f .. om and after tile 
paffing of this aCt, tIle raid aCt, of the fourteenth 
year of the reign of his prefcnt Dlajefiy, be, and 
the fame is hereby r~~aled • 

.All 1IE1 for rtmDv;l1g all doubls Ilnd Illprtht'!Jionl 
cf"ct,."i1l, taxllt;on hy the par/ianlent of Grtal. 
Britain in any of the ,%!licl, prDvillces, and 
plll"'lllionJ in Norlh • .AnlCri({I, and the J'ftjl-
Indies; lind for rtpealing fo IRu,h of on O£~, 
1Ilade in the jC1JClZth )'tar of the rtigi, of his pre
fln, fIIOjejly, III inlpofts Q duty 011 tea illiported 
froln Great.Britain into any CO/OIl! or plantatio" 
ii' Amer;cll, fir relates thertlo. 

WH EltEAS taxation by tIle parliament of 
Great--Britain, for the purpofc of raifing a re

\'enuc 



venue in his majefiy's colonies, provinces, and 
plantations in North-America, has been found, 
by experience, to occafion great uneafineffes and 
diforders among his majefty's faithful fubjeCls, 
who may, nevertllelefs, be difpofed to acknow
ledge the jullice of contributing to the common 
defence of the empire, provided fuch contribu
tion fhould be raifed under the authority of the 
general court, or g~neral affetllbly, of each re
fpec\:ive colony, province or plantation: and 
whereas, in order as wc:11 to remove t.he raid un. 
cafinetfes, and to quiet the minds of his nlajefty's 
fubj~as, who may be difpofed to return to their 
allegiance, as to reftore tile peace and welfare of 
all his majefty's dominions, it is expedient to 
declare that the King and parliament of Great
Britain "pill Rot impofe any duty, tax or aiTtff. 
ment, for tile purpofc of railing a revenue in any 
1)£ the colonies, provinces or plantations: may 
it pleafc your majefty, that it may be declared 
and cnaCl:ed; and it is llereby declared and 
cnat\ed by the King's moll excellent majefly, by 
and with the advice and confent of the lords fpi
ritual and temporal, and commons, in this pre
Cent parliatnent aifembled, and by the authority 
of the fame, that, from and after the paffing of 
this aCt, the King and parlialnent of Great·Bri
tain will not itnpofe any duty, tax, or afleffnlent 
whatever, payable in any of his majeRy's colo
nies, provinces and plantations, in North-Aule
rica, or "the Weft.Indies; except only fuell duties 
as it may be expedient to impofe for tIle regula .. 

tion 
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tion of commerce; the net produce of fuch du. 
ties to be always paid and applied to and for the 
ufe of the colony, province or plantation, in 
which the fame fhall be refpeaively levied, in 
fllCh manner as other duties collected by the au
thority of the rcfpc:Cl:ive general courts or gene
ral affel11blies of ruch colonies, provinces or plan
tations, are ordinarily paid and applied. 

AND be it further cnatled by the authority 
afortfaid, ,that, fro 01 and after the paffing of 
this aft, fo n'luch of an aCl: made in the feventh 
year of Ilis prefent majefty's reign, entitled, ' An 
atl: for granting certain duties in the Britifh colo
nies and plantations in America; for allowing a 
dra\vback of the dllties of cutloms upon the ex
portation from this kingdom of coffee and cocoa
nuts of the produce of the faid colonies or planta
tions ; for difcontinuing the draw llacks payable on 
china earthenware exported to 'America; and for 
more effectually preventing the clandefiine rUll .. 
ning of goods in the raid colonies and plantations ;' 
as inlpofes a duty on tea inlported from Great
Britain into any colony or plantation in America, 
or has relation to the {aid duty, be, and the 
fame is hereby repealed. 



.4n liB to enable hiJ majfjly to appoint cDlnnl!lJioners 
with /uffic;ent powers to treal, con/uti, and agree 
UPfJ" the meanJ rf quieting the d!fordtrs now rub

lUling in certain of the colonies, plantalians, and 
pro'f)inctl of North.America. 

FOR the quieting and extinguilhing of divers 
jealoufies and mifapprehenfions of danger to their 
liberties and legal rights, whicll have mined many 
of his Inajefly's fubjeB:s in the colonies, provinces, 
and plantations of New-Hampfllire, Maffachu
fetts-Bay, Rhode-Ifland, ConneCticut, New-York, 
New-Jerfey, Pennfylvania, the 1'hree Lo\ver COUI1-

tits on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, Nortll
Carolina, South-Carolina and Georgia; and for 
a full manifeftation of the juft and ~racious pur
pores of his majefty, and his parliatll~nt, to nlaill
tain and fecure all his fubjeCls in a clear and 
perfeCt enjoyment of ruch liberties and rights; 
be it enaCted by the King's nloft excellent lllaje
fly, by and ,,,ith the advice and confent of the 
lords fpiritual and tenlpora), and COmnl()nS, in 
this prefent parliament affelnbled, and by the 
authority of the fanle, that it {hal) and may be 
lawful for llis lnajefiy, froln tilnc to time, by 
letters patent under the great ftal of Great.Bri. 
tain, to autllorize and empower five able and 
fufficient perfons, or any three of thenl, to treat, 
confult, anti agree ,vith fue11 bod}T or bodies 
political and corporate, or \vith fuch affembly or 
affemblies of mell, or \\rith any perron or perfons 

\\·llatfoever, 
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whatfoever, of and concerning any grievances 
or t·t)mplaints of grievances, exifting, or fuppofed 
to exift, in the government of any of the {aid 
colonies, provinces, or plantations refpe8:ively, 
or in the laws and llatutes of this realm rdpea. 
ing the CaDle; and of or concerning any aid or 
contribution to be furnifhed by all or any of the 
faid colonies, provinces, or plantations refpec
tively, for the common defence of this realm, 
and the dominions thereunto belonging; and of 
and concerning any other regulations, provifions, 
matters and things, necc{fary or convenient for 
the honour of his majefty, and his parliament, 
and for the common good of all his fubjeas. 

PROVIDED alfo, and be it further cnaCled and 
declared, that no regulation, provifion, matter or 
tiling, fo propofed, treated, confulted or agreed, 
fhall have any other force or- effeCl, or be carried 
further into execution, than is herein after men
tioned and provided, until the faille thall have 
been confirmed by parliament. 

PI.OVIDED alfo, and be it further enaaed by 
the authority aforeraid, tllat in order to facilitate 
the good purpofes of this aCl:, his majefty may 
lawfully enable the faid commiffioners, or any 
three of thenl, from time to tilne, to order and 
proclainl a ceffation of hoftilities, on the part of 
his majefty's forces, by rea or land, for any time, 
and under any conditions or refiriCtions; and 

ruch 
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{ueh order and proclamation to revoke and annul 
in the falDe manner and form. 

AN D be it further enaaed, tbat it fita11 and 
may be lawful for his majefty, by ruch letters 
patent as aforcfaid, to authorize and empower 
the raid conlmiffioncrs, or any tllrec of them, 
by proclamation, under their rcfpeaivc hands 
and fcal., from tilDe to tiolC, to fufpcnd the ope
ration and cftefi of a certain ael of parliament, 
nladc and patTed in the fixteenth year of tile 
reign of Ilis prefent majcfty, for prollibiting all 
trade and illtercourfe with certain colonies and 
plantations therein named, and for the other 
purpotes tllcrcin alro mentioned, or any of the 
provifions or rcfiriClions therein contained; fpe
cifying in ruch proclamation at what tioles and 
places refpeEtively, and with what exceptions and 
rcfiriflions, and under what patfes and clearances, 
in lieu of thore heretofore dirt:Clcd by any aC\: 
or aCls of parliatnent for r~gulating the trade of 
the colonies or plantations, tile faid fufpenfion 
lhall take effeC\:; and the faid fufpenfion and 
proclamation, in the fame Dlanncr and form, to 
annul and revoke. 

AND be it further cnaCl:ed by tIle authority 
aforefaid, tl1at it fhall alld may be lawful for his 
Inajefiy, by fuel1 letters }latent as aforefaid, to . 
allthorize alld elnpower tIle faid conlmifiioncrs, 
or allY three of thenl, to fufpend in places, and 
for any times durillg the continuance of tllis aCt, 

the 
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tIle operation and effcCl: of any all: or afls of 
parliaUlent which have paffed finee the tenth ;d~y. 
of February, one thoufand feven hundred and 
fixty-three, and which relate to any of his ma
jelly's faid colonies, provinces or plantations, ill 

Nortll-Americ~, fo far as the fame does relate to 
them; or the operation and etfeCl: of any claufes 
or any provifion or nlatter therein contained, fa 
far as ruch claufes, pr,?vifions or matters, relate 
to any of the faid colonies, provinces or plan
tations. 

AN D it is hereby enaCl:ed by tIle authority 
aforefaid, that it iliall and may be la\vful for his 
majefly, by fuch letters patent as aforefaid, to 
authorize and empower the raid comnliffioners, 
or any three of tl1em, and they are hereby au
thorized and empowered, to grant a pardon or 
pardons to any number or defcription of perfons 
\virhin the faid colonies, provinces or plantations. 

A~D that no let or hin(.irance tnay happen 
fr0l11 the vacancy of the office of governor and 
comnlander in chief in any of tIle faid colonies, 
provinces or plantations, rcfpectively, or froDl the 
abfence of fuch oflicer from his government, be 
it further enaCl:ed hy tIle authority aforefaid, 
that it fhall and may be lawful for Ilis majefty, 
by fuell letters patent as aforefaid, to authorize 
clnd empo\\'er th(; faid cOlnnliffioners, or any 
three of thein, in al1Y ()f the faid colonies, pro
yinccs ,or plantations, rtfpeCti,'c)y, ,,"herein his 

n13jeft:y 
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majefty hath uruilly heretofore nominated and 
appointtd a g<:'vemor, to nominate and appoint, 
from· time to time, by an inftrument under their 
hands and feall, a proper perfon to be the gover
nor and commandtr in chic:f, in and for any fuch 
colony, province or )~lantatio'l: to have, hold, 
and exercife the: raid office of governor and com
mander in chief in and for ruch colony or plan
tation refpeClively, ,vith all ruch po,,'ers and au
thorities as any governor of fuch province here
tofore appoillted by his majcfty might or could 
have cxercif~d, in as full and ample manner and 
form as if fuch governor and commander in chief 
had bern nominated and appointed by his tnaje
fiy's letters patent or commiffion; and for that 
purpo(e, if need be, to revoke, annul and make 
void, any commiffion or letters patent Ileretofore 
granted for appointing any fueh governor and 
commander in chief. 

AND be it further enaB:ed, that this act iliall 
continue to be in force until the firft day of June, 
one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-nine. 

To which the following anfwers were returned: 

My LOR.D, 
York-Town, June 6, 1778. 

I H A V E had the honour of laying your lord. 
ihip's Jetter of the 27th of l\tlay, with the aCts of 
the Britifh parliament enclofcd, before Congrefs ; 

3 C and 
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and I am inftruCted to acquaint your lordfllip, 
that tlley have already expretfed their fentiments 
upon bills, not eifentially different fronl tllOfc: aCts, 
in a publication of the 22d of Aprillaft. 

YOUR. lordfhip IDay be affured, that when the 
King of Great-Britain iliall be feriouny difpofed 
to put all end to the unprovoked and cruel war 
waged againfl there United States, Congref~ will 
readily attend to fuell terms of peace as may con
lift \\-ith the honour of independent nations, the 
intcretl of their conftituents, and the facred re
gard they Inean to pay to treaties. I am, my 
lord, with all due confide-ration, 

l'" our lordlhip's 
moll: obedient fcryan" 

HENJlY LAURE~S, 

Lord Howe. 
prcfident of Congrcfs. 

York-l"own, June 6, li78. 
SIR, 

I II A \ .. E had the 11onour of lilyirg your letter 
of tile 3d inftant, witll tIle aCls .. )~' the Britifh 
par);alnent which came enclofed, before Congrcfs; 
and I am infiruCted to acquaint you, fir, that they 
have already cxprefTed tlleir fcntinlents upon bills, 
not effelltial1y differellt froln tl1efc atls, ill ~t 
publicatioll of the 22.d of April laft. 

. . 
BE aifurcd, fir, wilell the King of Grcat·Bri-

tain fhall be fcrioufly difpofed to llut an end to 
the 
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the unprovoked and cruel war waged againft there 
United States, Congrefs will reaJily attend to 
(ueh terms of p~ace as may conftft \\!"ith tile ho
nour of independtnt nations, tIle interell: of their 
conftituents, and the facred regard t!ley mean to 
pay to treaties. I have the hOlJOUr to be, 

Sir, 
Your moll obedient, and 

moll humble fervant, 
HEN!.Y L_~ UJt~~ s, 

prcfident of Congrefs. 
His exc~)lency fir Henry Clinton, K. B. 

Philadelphia. 

ON tile 13tl1 of June a letter of the 9t11 
was received from lord Carline, Willianl EdclI 
and George Johnftone, ("fquires, with copies 
of tile three aCts above-mentioned, and of a 
conlmillion from the Killg of Great-Britain to 
the carl of Carlifle, lord vifcount Howe, fir Wil. 
liam Howe, or ill Ilis abfeDce fir H~nry ClilllOll, 

William Eden and George JohDftonc:; the letter 
'\Vas as follows: 

GESTLE~IEN, 

WITH an earneR: defire to flop the further 
~tfufion of blood and the calamities of ~·ar, we 
communicate to you, \\"ith the leafl poffible delay 
after our arrival in this city, a copy of the com
miflion witll Wllich his majefty is pleafed to ho
nour us, as alfo the atls of parliament on Wl1icll 

it 
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it is founded. And, at the fame time tbat we 
affure you of our moR: earneR defire to re-eRa. 
blifb, on the bafis of ~qual freedom and mutual 
fafety, the tranqllility of this once happy empire, 
you will obfervc that we are veiled with powers 
equal to the purpofe, and fucll as arc eycn un
precedented in the annals of our binory. 

IN the pr~rent nate of our :ltrlirs! tllOUgh fraught 
with fubje8s of Dlutual r~~rct, :~Il parties may 
draw fome d(grt.e of confolation, and even au
fpicious hope, from the rccollefiion that cordial 
reconciliation and afFdlion hav~, in our own and 
other empires, fuccccded to contentions and tem. 
porary diviflOOS, not Icfa violent than thorc we 

• 
bOW experience. 

WE wifh not to recall rubj~as which are now 
no longer in controvcrfy, and \till refcrve tn a 
proper time or dircuffion, both the hopc!s of mu· 
tual benefit, and the cOllfid~rafion of c\' ;'s, that 
may naturally contribute to det~rminc your rero
lutions, u well u our own, on this important 
occafion. 

TH £ aa. of parliament which we tranfillit to 
you having paffcd ,vitll finguJar unanimity, will 
fufficicntly evince the difpofition of Great.Bri
tain, and fIlew that the terms of agreement in 
contemplatioll with his majcfly and with parlia
IDc:nt are fuch as come up to every willi that 
North-America, either in the hour of temperate 
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deliberation or or the utmoR: apprehenfion of 
danger to liberty, has expreffed. 

MOIE rfftCl:ually to demonftrate our good in
tentions, we think proper to declare, even in this 
our firft communication, that we arc difpofcd to 
concur in every fatisfaaory and juft arrangement 
towards the following among other purpofes : 

To confent to a ccffation of hoftilitics, both 
by rea and land. 

To reflore free intercourfe, to revive mutual 
affeCtion, and renew the commOll benefits of na. 
lura1iulion, through the fcvcral parts of ,thia . 
empIre. 

To extend every freedom to trade that our 
rcfpeClive intcrcfts can require. 

To agree tbat no military forces {ball be kept 
up in the different ftates of North-America, 
,",hout the confcnt of the general Congrers or 
particular affemblics. 

To concur in meaCures calculated to difchargc 
tbe debts of America, and to raife the credit and 
value of the paper circulation. 

To perpetuate our union by a reciprocal de
putation of an agent or agents from the different 
{lates, who filall have the privilege of a feat and . 

vOice 
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voice in the parliament of Great-Britain; 01', 

if fent from Britain, in that cafe to have a feat 
and voice in the affemblies of the different ftates 
to which they may be deputed refpedively, in 
order to attend the feveral intcrells of thofe by 
whom they are dep\ltcd. 

IN fhort, to eftablifh the power of the refptc. 
tive legifldtures in each particular fiate, to fettle 
its revenue, its civil and military cflablifhment, 
and to exercife a perfea freedom of legillation 
and internal government, fo that the Britifh. 
ftates throughout North-America, aCl:ing with us 
in peace and war under one common iovereign, 
may have the irre\·ocable enjoynlent of every 
privilege, that is fhort of a total reparation of 
inrerefls, or confiftent \vith tllat union of force, 
on which tIle fafety of our common religion and 
Ii herty depends. 

I N our anxiety for preferving thofe facred and 
~ffential interefts, we cannot help taking notice 
of the infidious interpofition of a power, which 
has, fronl the firft ft:ttlement of thele colonies, 
bC~ll aau3ted ,,·itl1 entnity to us both. And 
notwitbftanding the pretended date or prefent 
fornl of the French offers to North.America, ~t 
it is notorious that thefe were made in confe
quence of the plans of accommodation previoufly 
concerted in Great-Britain, and witl) a view to 
prevent our reconciliation, and to prolong this 
tlcfiruEtive "·ar. 

BUT 
.-A.tI 
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BUT we truft tllat the inhabitants of North .. 
America, conneaed with us by tIle Ileareft ties 
of cOJlfanguinity, f)>eaking the fanle Iangllage, 
illterefied in tIle prefervatioll of fimilar inftitu
tions, rClnembtring the former bappy intercourfc 
of good offices, and forgettillg recent aniOlofities, 
will {brink froln the tllOUght of becoming an 
acccffion of force to our late mutual enemy, and 
will prefer a firm, ~ free and perpetual coalition 
with the parent-frate, to an infinccre and unna
tural foreign ~lliance. 

Tli IS defpatch will be delivered to you by 
doctor Fergufon, the fecretary to his majefty's 
commiffion. And for funher explanation and 
difcuffion of every fubjcCt of difference, we de
fire to meet with you, eitllcr colleaively or by 
deputation, at New-York, Plliladelphia, York .. 
Town, or fuch other place as you Dlay propore. 
We think it right, however, to apprize you, that 
his majefty's inRruBions, as well as our o\\'n de
fire to removc= from the imtnediate feat of \var, 
in the aaive operations of \\·hich we cannot take 
any part, may induce us fpccdily to remove to 
New-York: but tile cOlulnander in chief of his 
majefty's land.forcc':;, \vho is joined with us in 
this commi1uon, \vill, if it Ihould become eligible, 
either COllcur ",ith us in a fufpenfion of hoftili
ties, or will furnif)l all ncceffary pafTports ClJlcl 
fate conJutl: to facilitate our meeting, and \ve 
1bal1 of courfe ~xpea t;lC I~\me of Yl)U. 

If, 
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IF, after ,he time that may be neccifary to con. 
fider this communication and tranfmit your an
fwer, the horrors and devaftations of war fhoulcl 
continue, we call GOD and the world to witnefs, 
that the e"ils \\9hich muO: follow, are not to be 
imputed to Grf"a:.Britain: and we cannot, with
out the moO: real forrow, anticipate the profpea 
of calamities, which we feel the moft ardent 
d~firc to prevent. ,"TC are, with perfeB: refpcit, 

Gentlemen, 
Your moR: obedient, 

and moll: humble fervants, 
CARLISLE, 

WM. EDEN, 

Plliladclphia, 9th 
June, 1778• 

Gao. JOHNSTONE. 

2Q his excelle"" Hen" LlItlrllU, the prdident, lind 
other IIH mtmbers of Congrcjs. 

GENTLEMEN, 

THE dcfpatch enclofed with this was carried 
this morning to the nearclt poll of gen~ral ,V" ath. 
ington's army by doCtor Fergufon, fecretary to 
his majcfty's commiffion for refloring ~ace, 
&c. but he not finding a paffport, has rL1:umecl 
to tllis place. In order to avoid c'~ry unneceffa
ry delay, we now again fend it by the ordinary 
cODveyance of your military poft&. As foon as 

tbe 
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the paffport arrives,. doClor Frrgufon . fIlall wait 
upon you according to our firft arrangcnlent. 
We are, with perfeCt refpcCl, 

Gentlemen, 
Your moll: obedient, 

and mofl: humble fervants, 
CARLISLE, 

WM. EDEN, 
GEO. JOHNSTONE. 

Philade1phia, June 9, 
1778• 

To this letter the following anfwer was unani. 
moufly given upon the lith of June: 

TD their (xtcllencies the right honourahle fhl earl of 
CarliJ7e, ltYj/liam Eden, efquire, George John
/lone, ef'luire, cOlnnl!ffioners from IJis Britllnnick 
maje.Jly, Philadelphia. 

I HAVE received the letter from your exc~)
Icncies of the 9th inftant, with the enclofures, 
and laid them before Congrcfs. Nothing but an 
carneR: dcfire to fpare the farther eff"ufion of hu
man blood could have induced tllem to read a 
paper, containing expreffions Co difflefpeCl:ful to 
his moft chrillian majefty, the good and great 
ally of there ftates; or to confider propofitions 
fo derogatory to the honOllf of an independent 
nation. 

TIl Tf 
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THE aCts of the Britifh parliament, the com. 
miffion from your fovercign, and your letter, 
fuppofe the people of there ftates to be fubjcas 
of the ero""n of Great-Britain, and are founded 
on the idea of dependence, which il utterly in
admiffible. 

I AM further direCl:cd to inform your cl[cell~n. 
cies, that Congrefs are inclined to peace, not
withRanding the unjuft claim. from which this 
"tar originated, and the ravage manner in which 
it hath IJeen conduacd. They will, therefore, 
be ready to enter upon the confideration of a 
treaty of peace and commerce, not inconfiftent 
with trcati~s already fubfifting, when the King 
of Great-Britain lhall demonfi:rate a fincere dif. 
pofition for that purpofc. The only folid proof 
of this difpofition will be, an explicit acknow
ledgment of the independence of there Rates, or 
the withdrawing his fleets and armies. 

I have the honour to be, 
Your excellencies moll obedient, 

and humble fervant, 
Signed, by order of the unanimous voice of 

Congrefs, 
HENIlY LAtJlLENS, prcfident. 

York-Town, June 17, 1778• 

NOT I 
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NOT E XXV. P AGE 179-

ON tIle 21ft day of April, 1778, the Congrcfs, 
then fitting at Y ork.l'own, received a letter from 
general Wafhington, enclofing a printed paper 
from Philadelphia, purporting to be draughts of 
three bills fimilar to the three aas which are 
fiated in Note XXIV, commonly called The con. 
ciliatory ads, which was referred to a committee. 
On the day following, viz. the 12d of April, the 
committee reported as follows : 

T HE committee to whom was referred the 
general's letter of the 18th, containing a 

certain printed papcr Cent from Philadelphia, pur
porting to be the draught of a bill for declaring 
the intentions of the parlianlent of Great-Britain, 
as to the exercife of what they are pleafed to 
term their right of impofing taxes within thef~ 
United States; and alfo the draught of a bill to 
enable the King of Great-Britain to appoint COID

miffioners, with powers to treat, confult and 
agree upon, the means of quieting certain dif
orders within the raid ftates, beg I~ave to obferve, 
that the raid paper being induftrioufiy circulated 
by cmiffaries of the enemy, in a partial and fe
cret manner, the fame OUgllt to be fortll\vith 
printed for the publick information. 

THE committee cannot afcertain Vl]lether tIle 
contents of the !aid paper have been framed in 

. PhiladelphiJ, 
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Philadelphia, or in Great-Britain, much lefs wbe
ther the fame are really and truly intended to be 
brought into the parliament of that kingdom~ or 
whether the raid parliam~nt will confer tht'rcon 
the: ufual folemnities of their laws. But are in
clined to believe this \vill happen, for the follow. 
ing rcafons : 

I. BECAUSE their general hath made divers 
feeble efforts to fct on foot fome kind of treaty 
during the laft ,vinter, though, c:ith~r ii-om a 
miftakcn idea of his own dignity and inlportallce, 
the want of information, or foole other caufe, 
he hath not made application to thore who are 
inveftcd with a proper authority. 

2. BEC_-\CSE they fuppofe that tIle fallacious 
ida of a ceff-,tion of lloftilities will render there 
nates rcmifs in their preparations for \var. 

3. BEC ... \USE, believing the Americans wearied 
,with \\1lr, they fuppofc we ,,-ill accede to their 
terms for the fake of peace. 

4. BE CAL'S 1-: they fuppofc that our Ilegociations 
Inay be fubjca to a like corrupt influence with 
their debates. 

5. BEe AUSE they expcCl froDl this ft~p the 
fame ~ffcas they did from \vhat one of their Ini. 
Jliftcrs thought proper to call his conciliatory 
mo~ionJ viz. that it will prevent foreign power. 

froDl 
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uom giving aid to thefe {lates; that it will lead 
their own fubjcCls to continue a little longer the 
prefent war; and that it will detach fome weak 
men in America from the caure of freedom and 
virtue. 

6. BECAUSE their King, from his own {hewing, 
hath rcafon to apprehend that his fleets and ar
mies, inftead of being employed againft the ter
ritories of there ftates, will be neceffary for the 
defence of his own dominions. And, 

7. BECAUSE the impraB:icability of fubjugating 
this country being every day more and more ma· 
nifcft, it is their intcrcft to extricate tbcmfclvea 
from the war upon any terms. 

THE committee beg leave further to obfene, 
that, upon a fuppofition the matters contained in 
the raid paper will really go into the Britifh fta
lute-book, they fcrve to Ihew, in a clear point 
of view, the wcabers and wickedncf. of the 
enemy. 

. 
nleir \V~ak.ncrs, 

I. BECAUSE they formerly declared, Dot only 
that they bad a right to bind tile inhabitants of 
there nates in all cafes wbatfocvcr, but alfo that 
t~e raid inhabitants fhould abfolutcly and un con .. 
dit;ollally fubtoit to the exercife of that right. 
Al~~ this fubmiffion they have endCaVO\lred to 
cxaCl: by the fword. Receding from this claim, 

therl·for~ , 
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therefore, under the prefent circumftances, fhewl 
their inability to enforce it. 

~. BECAUSE their prince bad heretofore re. 
jeaed the humbleR: petitions of the reprtfenta
tives of America, praying to be confidcrcd as 
fubjects, and proteB:ed in the enjoyment of peace, 
liberty and fafety; and hath waged a moll cruel 
war againft them, and e.nployed the ravages to 
butr-her innocent women and children. But now 
tbe fame prince pretends to treat with tbofe very 
rcprefentatives, and grant to the arms of America 
what he rcfufcd to her prayers. 

3. BECAUSE they have uniformly laboured to 
conquer this continent, rcjeaing every idea of 
accommodation propofcd to them, from a COD

fidence in their own ftrcngth. Wherefore it is 
cyid~nt, from the change in their mode of attack, 
that they have loft this confidence. And, 

4. B£C.'USE the conftant language, fpoken 
not only by their miniflers, but by the moft pub
lick and authcntick aas of the nation, bath been, 
tbat it is incompatible with their dignity to treat 
with the Americans while they have arms in their 
hauds. Notwithflanding which, an offer ia ncw 
about to be made for treaty. 

THE WICEEDNESS and INSINCE~JTl' of the 
tnemy appear from the following confiderationl: 

J. EITHER. 

' .. .,:.~ 
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I. EITHE& the bills now to be paired contain 

a dirca or indirea ceffion of a part of their 
former claims, or they do not. If they do, then 
it is acknowledged that they have facrificcd many 
brave men in an unjufl: quarrel. If thcy do not, 
tb~n they arc calculated to deceive America into 
terms, to which neither argument before the war, 
Dor force fince, .could procure her afTent. 

2.. T B I: 61"ft of there bills appears, from the 
title, to be a declaration of the intentions of the 
Britifh parliament, concerning the cxercife of 
the right of impofiag tazes within there Ratcs. 
Wherefore, ihould thcCc ftates treat under the 
laid bill, they would indircaIy acknowledge that 
right, to obtain which acknowledgment, the pre
reDt war hath been avowedly undcrtakm and 
profccuted on the part of Great-Britain. 

3- SHOtlLD fuch pretended right be Co acqui
creed in, tbcn, of confcqu~nce, the fame might 
be exercifcd whencver the Britiih parliament 
fhould find thcmfelycs in a different temper and 
difpofition; fincc it muO: depend upon thoCe, 
and fueh like contingencies, how far men will 
as according to thcir former intentions. 

4- TIlE faid firO: bill, in the body thereof, 
containcth DO new matter, but is prccifely the 
fame with the motion before-mentioned, and li~
ble to all the objeBioDs ,,·hich lay againfi: the raid 
motion, exceptiog the folluwing particular, viz. 

that 
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that by the motion aflual taxation WlS to be 
fufpendcd, fo long as America fhould give as 
much 3S the {aid parliament might think proper: 
whereas, by the propofed bill, it i. to be fufpend
cd, as long as future parliaments continue of the 
fame mind with the pre{ent. 

s· FI.OM the fecond bill it appears, that the 
Britifh King Inay, if lIe plearcs, appoint com.·. 
miffioners to treat and agre.: with thofe, whorD. 
they pleafc, about a variety of things therein 
mentioned. But fucb treaties and agreements 
are to be of no validity, without the concur. 
rence of the faid p~rliamcnt, exc~pt fo far as 
they relate to the fufpcnfion of hollilitics, and of 
certain of their atls, the granting of pardons, 
and the appointing of governors to tllcfe fove
reign, free and independent ftatep. Wherefore, 
the fa!d parliament have rcfervcd to thcmfclvcs, 
in cxprefs words, the power of fetting afide any 
ruch treaty, and taking the advantage of any 
circumftances which may arire to fubje& this 
continent to their ufurpations. 

6. THE raid bill, by holding forth a tender of 
pardon, implies a criminality in our juftifiable 
rcfiftance, and confcquclltly, to treat under it 
would be an implied acknowledgnlcnt that the 
inhabitants of there ftates were, \\'11 at Britain 
hath declared them to be, rcbcis. 

7. THE inhabitants of there: nates being claim
ed 
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ed by- them al fubjcas, they may infer, front 
the nature of the negotiation now pretended to 
be fet on foot, that the raid inhabitants would 
of right be afterwards bound by fueb laws as 
they Bloald make. Wherefore any agreement 
entered into on fueb negotiation might at any 
future time be repealed. And, 

8. BECAUSE the -raid bill purports, that tht, 
commiftioners therein mentioned may treat with 
priftte individuals; a mcarure highly derogatory 
to the dignity of national charaCter. 

• 
FIlOM all which it appears evident to your com

mittee, that the faid bills arc intended to operate 
upon the hopes and fears of the good people of 
tbde ftates, 10 as to create divifions among them, 
and a dcfcClion from the common caufe, now, 
by the blcfling of Divine Providence, drawing 
ncar to a favourable iifue. That they are the 
fequel of -that infidious plan, which, from the 
days of the ftamp-aa, down to the prefent time, 
hath involved tllis country in contention and 
bloodfhcd. And that, as -in other caf~s fo in 
this, altbougll circll1nftances tnay force them at 
times to rcc~dc from tlleir unjuftifiable claims, 
there can be no doubt but they 'viiI, as hereto
fore, upon the firO: favourable occafion, again 
difplay that lull: of domination, Wllich hath rent 
in twain tIle ll1ighiy empire of Britain. 

UPON the \vholc matter, tIle COJTIlllittee beg 
.. ~ ].: I e a\' e 
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leave to report it as their opinion, that as the 
AOlcricans united in this arduous contcft upon 
principles of common intcrc(l, for tbe defence 
of common rights and privileges, which union 
hath been cemented by common calamities, and 
by mutual good offices and afFeaion, fo the 
great caufe for which they contend, and in which 
all mankind are interefted, mull derive its Cue
cefs from the continuance of that union. Where
fore any mao or body -of lIleo, who fhould pre
fume to make any feparate or partial convention 
or agreement with commiffioners under the 
crown of Gr~at-Britajn, or any of them, ought 
to be confidered and treated as open and avowed 
enemies of there Unit~d States. 

AND further, your committee beg leave to re
port it as th~ir opinion, that there lJoited States 
cannot, with-propriety, hold any conference with 
any commiffioncrs on tile part of Great-Britain, 
unlcfs they fhall, as a preliminary thereto, eitllcr 
witbd.~·aw their fleets and armies, or eIre, in po
fitive and exprcfs terms, ackno\\/ledge the iDde
pendence ~ the faid Rates. 

AND in as much as it appears to be the defign of 
the enemies of there ftates to lull thelD into a 
fatal fecurity-to the end that they may aCt with 
a becoming \veight and importance, it is tIle opi
nion of your committee, that the fcveral flates 
be called upon to ufe the moll: ftrenuous exertions 
to have tlleir refpetiive quotas of continental 

troop::; 
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troops in tIle field as foon as poffible, and that all 
the militia of the raid flates be held in readinefs, 
to at\: as occafion may require. 

THIS r~port being read, and debated by para
graphs, was agre~d to llnanimoufly, and pub
lilbed. 

NOT E XXVI. P.~GE 181. 

ON the 6th of July, 1775, the Congrefs pub
)ifh~d the following declaration: 

I F it was poffible for men, who exercife their 
rearon, to believe, that the Divine Author of 

our exiftcnce intended a part of the human race 
to hold an abfolute property in, and an unbounded 
power over others, Inarked out by his infinite 
goodnefs and wifdom, as the objeas of a legal 
domination never rightfully refillible, however 
frvere and oppreffive, the inhabitants of there co
lonies might at leaR: require from the parliatnent 
of Great-Britain fome evidence, that this dread. 
ful authority over them has been granted to that 
body. But a reverence for our great Creator, 
principles of humanity, and the diaates of com
mon fenfe, muil convince all thofe who refleB: 
upon the fubjcCl, that government was iniituted 
to promote the· welfare of Dlankind, and ought 

" to be adminiflered for the attainment of tllat end. 
The legifJature of Great.Britain, however fti

nlulated 
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Illulated by an inordinate paffion for a power Dot 
only unjufiifiable, but which they know to be 
peculiarly reprobated by the very conftitution 
of that kingdom, and defperate of fuccefs in any 
mode of COllteft, where regard fhould be had to 
truth., law, or right, have at length, dcferting 
thofe, attempted to effctl their cruel and ilnpo
litick purpofc of cnflaving there colonies by vio
lence, and have thereby rendered it neceffary 
for us to clofe with their laR appeal from reafon 
to arms. Yet, ho,vever blinded that affembly 
may be, by their intemperate rage for unlimited 
donlination, fo to flight juflicc and the opinion 
of 111ankilld, we eftcem ourfelves bound by obli-

. gations of refpeCt to the rell: of the world, to 
lnake known the juR:ice of our caure. 

OUIt. forefathers, inhabitants of the ifland of 
Great-Britain, left their native land to feek 011 

there {hores a refidcnce for civil and religious 
freedom. At the expenee of their blood, at the 
hazard of their fortunes, \vithout the leaft charge 
to the country from \vbicll they reoloved, by Ul1-

ceafing labour and CUi uncon()ucrable fpirit, they 
effetled fettlements ill the ditiant and inhofpitable 
\vilds of America, then filled with nUlllcrous and 
warlike nations of barbarians. Societies or go
vernments, vefted with perted legiflaturcs, were 
formed under charters fronl the crown, and an 
llarmonious intercourle \vas eftablifhed between 
tIle colonies and tIle kingdo111 fronl which they 
derived their origin. rl'he nlutual benefits of this . 

union 
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union became in a 1hort time fo extraordi.·~':try, 
as to excite. aftonifhment. It is univerfally con
feffed, [hat the amazing increafc of the wealth, 
ftrcngth, and navigation of the realm, arofe from 
this fource; and the miniftcr, who fo wifely and 
fucccfsfully direCled the meafurcs of Great.Bri
tain in the late war, publickly dcclarc:d, that 
thefe colonies enabled her to triumph over her 
enemies. 'I'owards the conclufion of that war, 
it pleafed our fovercign to make a change in his 
councils. From that fatal moment, the affairs of 
the Britifh empire began to fall into confufion, 
and gradually fiiding from the Cummit of glo
rious profperity, to which they had been advanced 
by the virtues and abilities of one mall, arc at 
length diftraCted by the convulfions, that now 
1hakc it to its deepeft foundations. rl'he new 
miniflry finding the brAi'~ foes of Britain, though 
frequently defeated~ yet nil) COlltcnding, took up 
the unfortunate idea of granting them a hafty 
peace, and of then fubduing her faithful friends. 

THESE devoted colonies were judged to be ill 
fuel. a nate, as to prefent vitlorics without 
bloodlhed, and all the cary elDoluments of ftatutc
able plunder. l"'he uninterrupted tenor of their 
peaceable and refpeCl:ful behaviour from tIle be
ginning of colonization, their dutiful, zealous, 
and ufeful fervices during the war, thougll 10 
rec~nt)y al1d amply acknowledged in tIle moll: 
11onourable manner by his majefty, by the late 
King, and by parlianlent,' could not fave thenl 

fronl 
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from the meditated innovations. Parliament was 
influenced to adopt the pernicious project:, and 
affuming a new power over them, have, in tht 
courfe of eleven }~cars, giyen fuch dec:ifive fpeci
mens of tIle fpirit and confequenccs attending 
this power, as to leave no doubt concerning the 
ejfcCts of acquiefcencc under it. "rIley have un
dertaken to give and grant our mon~y without 
our confent, though we have ever (,xercifed an 
exclufive right to difpofc of our own property; 
ftatutes have been patred for extending the jurif
diB:ion of courts of admiralty and Yice-admiralty 
beyond their ancient limits; for depriving us of 
the acc~ftomcd and incflimable privilege of trial 
by jury in cafes affeCting both lif~ lnd property; 
for fufpending the legiflature of Olae of the colo
nies; for intcrdiaing all comm~rce to the capital 
of another; and for altering fundamentally the 
form of government eflablifhcd by charter, and 
fccurcd by aas of its own It'giflature, folcmnly 
confirmed by the crown; for exempting the 
'murderers' of colonifts from legal trial, and, 
in ettcB:, from pllnifhlncPt; for crcaing in a 
neighbouring province, acquired by the joint 
arms of Great-Britain and America, a dcfpotifm 
dangerous to our very exiftence; and for q\lar
tCril1g foldiers upon the colonifts in time of pro
found peace. It has alfo been rcfolvcd in parlia
m~nt, that colonifls charged with committing 
certain offences, fllall be tranfportcd to England 
to be tried. 
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BUT why fhonld we enumerate our injuries in 
detail? By one ftatute it is declared, that parlia
ment can 'of right, make laws to bind us in 
'all cafes whatfoevcr.' What is to defend us 
againft fo enormous, fo unlimited a power? Not 
a finglc man of tbore who affumc it, is chafen 
by us; or is fubjeCl to our control or influence j 
but, on the contrary, they are all of them ~x
cmpt from the operation of fuch laws, and an 
Americaa revenue, jf Dot diverted from tile 
oftenfiblc purpofca for which it is raifed, would 
aaually lighten their own burdens in proportion 
as. they incr~afe ours. We Caw the mifery to 
which fuch defpotifm would reduce us. We, for 
tnt years, inceffant!y and inctfcauall)·, bcfirgcd 
the throne as fupplicants; we rnfoncd, we re
monftrated with parliament in the moA: mild and 
decent language. 

AD~IINISTI.ATIO~, fcnfible that we fhould re
gard there opprcffive meafurcs as freemen OUgllt 
to do, Cent over fleets and armies to enforce 
then). The indignation of the :\mcricans was 
roufed, it is true; but it was the indignation of 
a virtuous, loyal, and affcaionate people. A 
congrcfs of delegates from the United Colollie .. 
was affemblcd at Philadclpllia, on tIle fiftll day 
of laft Septclnber. 'Ve rcfol,"cd :tgain to otter 
an humble and dutiful JlClition to the King, and 
alfo addrcffc:d our fello\v-fuhjcfls of Great.Bri
lain. We have ))urfued c\rcry temperate, e,·ery 
rcfpcaful meafure i \,·c ha,-c c\'cn proceeded to 

break 
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break off our commercial intercourfc with our 
feDow-fubjetls, as the lail peaceable admonition, 
that our attachment to no nation upon earth 
fhould fupplant our attachment to liberty. This, 
we flattered ourfelves, was the ultimate ftcp of 
the controverfy: but fubfequent events have 
fhewn, how vain was this hope of fmding mode
ration ill our enemies. 

SEl· EI.AL threatening exprefiions againft the 
colonies "pcre inferted in his majefty's fpeech; 
our petition, though we were told it was a de
cent one, and that his majefty had been plcafed 
to r~ceivc it graciouOy, and to promifc laying it 
before his parliament, was huddled into both 
houfcs among a bundle of American pa~rs, and 
there negleCted. The lords and commons in 
their addrers, in the month of February, faid, 
c tllat a rebellion at that tilne ad ually cxifled 
e within the province of MafTacbufctts-Bay; and 
'that thore concerned in it had beell counle
C nanced and cnco-lragcd by unlawful CODlbina
C tions and engagements, entered into by his 
e majcO:y's fubjefts in fcveral of the other colo
I nies; and therefore they bcfought his majcll)·, 
I that he would take tIle OlOft effeClual meafurcs 
c to enforce duc obedience to the laws and au
e thority of the fuprcmc legiflaturc.' Soon after 
the conlmercial intercourle of ,,-hole colonies, 
with foreign countries, 311d wit 11 caell other, was 
cut off by an aa of parliatnent; h}p another, fe
~cral of them ,,-erc entirely prollibited from the 

fiflleries 
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fifheries in the fcas near their coafls, on whicll 
they always depended for tlleir fuftenance; and 
large reinforcemel1ts of fllips and troops were 
immediately fent o\"er to general Gage. 

FRUITLESS w~re all the entreaties, arguments, 
and eloquence of an illullrious band of tile IDofi: . 
diftinguilhed peers and commOllc:rs, ,,·ho nobly 
and flrenuoufly afferted the jufi:ice of our caufe, 
to fiay, or t:'J'~n to Dlitigate the hcedlefs fury \vitll 
Wllicll there accumulated and unexaillpled out
rages were hurried on. Equally fruitlcls was the 
interference of the cit}· of London, of Brino), 
and many otllcr rcfpcflable tOWIIS, in our favour. 
Parliament adopted an illfidious manreuvre, cal
culated to divide us, to cfiablifh a perpetual auc
tion of taxations wher'! colony fhould bid againft 
colony, all of them uninform~d ,,-hat ranfolD 
fhould redeem their lives; al1d thus to extort frolll 
us, at the point of the bayol1et~ tile l1nkno,vn 
fUDIS that ihould be fufficicnt to gr:!tify, if poill
ble to gratif}P7 mini!lerial rapacit)p, ,vitll the Dli

fcrable indulgence left to us of railing, in our 
own mode, the prt:fcribcd tribute. 'Vllat terms 
more rigid and hunliliating could 11a,"c been dic-
tated by relDorfelefs \·jBors to conquered cnelnies ? 
III our circumaanc~s to acc~pt them, ,,90uld be 
to defervc them. 

SOON aft:r tIle intelligence of tllcfe llrocecd. 
jn~s arrived 011 tllis contillcnt, general Gage, 
Wl10,· in the courfc of the laR: year, llad taken 

~ F 
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poffefiion of the town of BoLlon, in tIle province 
of l\laffachufetts-Bay, and flill occupied it as a 
garrifon, on the 19th day of April, Cent out froRl 
that place a large detachment of Ilis army, who 
Dlade an unprovoked afiault on the inhabitants 
of the raid pro,-ince, at the town of Lexington, 
as appears by the affidavits of a gr~at number of 
perrons, fonlc of whom \vere officers and foldiers 
of that detachment, murdered eight of tIle in
llabitants, and wounded many others. From 
thence the troops proceeded in warlike array to 
the tOWll of Concord, where they ret Upall ano
ther party of the inhabitants of the fame province, 
killing fevenl and ,,·ounding more, until com
pelled to retreat by the country people fuddenly 
a[eolbled to repel this cruel aggreffion. Hoftili. 
ties, thus commenced by the Britifh troops, have 
been fince profccuted by them witllout regard to 
faith or reputation. l"hc inhabitants of Bofton 
being confined within that town by tIle genera), 
their governor, and baving, in order to procure 
their difmiffion, entered into a treaty \vith him, 
it ,,-as ftipulated, that the raid inbabitallts having 
depofitcd their aTnll with their own magiftrates, 
fhould ha\"c liberty to d~part, taking with then. 
their other cffec9:s. They accordingly delivered 
up their arllls, but in open vio1ation of llonour, 
in defiance of the obligation of treaties, whicll 
even fa,'agc nations efleeoled facred, th~ go,-cr .. 
Dor ordered the arm~ depofited as aforcfaid, that 
tiley might be prcferved for tht:ir o\vncrs, to be 
fcized b)9 a body of foldiers ; detaineu tIle greateR 

1>3.r1 
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part of the inhabitants in the town, and compel
led the few who were permitted to retire, to leave 
their moll: valuable cffcCls behind. 

By this perfidy, wives are frparated from their 
hufbands, children from their parents, the aged 
and the lick from their relations and friends, \vho 
,,·jfh to attend and comfort them; and thofe ,vho 
have been ufed to live in plenty and even ele
gance, are reduced to deplorable dillrefs. 

THE general, furth~r emulating his nliniflerial 
mailers, by a proclamation bearing date on the 
12th day of Jun~, after venting the grofiell: falfe
lloods and calumnies againft the good ~ople of 
thefe colonies, proceeds to 'declare tllem all, 
, either by nalDC or defcriptioD, to be rebels and 
c traitors, to fuperfede the courfe of the conlmOll 
'law, and inftcad thereof to puhlifh and order 
'the ufc and excrcife of the law martial.' His 
troops have butchered our countrymen, have 
wantonly burnt Cbarleflon, betides a confidcrable 
number of houfcs in otllcr places; our fhips and 
vc:ffels are feizcd; the oeceffary fupplies of pro
vifions are intercepted, and he is exerting his 
utmoft power to fpread dcftruaion and deva!la
lion around him. 

WE have received certain intelligence, tbat 
general Carleton, the governor of Canada, is 
inftigating the people of that province, and tIle 
Indians, to fall upon us; and we have but too 

much 
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much reafoD to apprehend, that fchemes have 
been fornled to excite dOlllefiick enenlies againft 
us. In brief, a part of theft: colonies now feel, 
and all of them are fure of feeling, as far as tIle 
vengeance of adnlinifiratioll can inflict them, tIle 
complicated calamities of fire, f\vord and fauline. 
We are reduced to tile alternative of clloofing 
an unconditional fubmiflion to tile tyranny of ir
ritated nlinifi:ers, or refiilance by force. The 
latter is our clloice. \\' t: have counted the coll 
of lllis conte!l, an"l find Ilothin~ fo dreadful as 
voluntary tla\pcr}9. Honour, jutlice and lluma
nity, forbid us tanlt:ly to furrt:ndtr that freedom 
,\\"llicll \ve rece!,"ed fr on1 our gallant anctftors, 
and \vllicll our inllocent poftcrity have a riJ!ht 
to recei\Pt fronl us. \\T e Cantlot endure tIle in
famy and guilt of refi~nin~ fuccec:ding genera
tions to that 'vretclleun~fs \Vllicll ine\·it~lbly a\vaits 
them, if \ve barely elltail llcreditary bOlldaf!c 
upon tIlem. 

OCIl caufe is juft. Our union is perfca. Our 
internal rcfourcC's arc great, and, if neceffary, 
iorei;;11 afiifiallce is undoubteJly attainable. 'Ve 
gratefully ackno\\·lcdge, as f:gnal inftances of the 
l)i ville l~'avour to\vards \!s. that his Providence 
\vould Ilot perillit us to bt: called into tllis fevere 
contro\rcrfy, until \VC ,--'erc grown ull to our 
)lreft:l1t fir~ngtll, had been previoufly exercif~d 
in warlike operation, and poffeffed o! ~.e means 
of defcl1ding ourfclves. 'Vitll hearts f(lrtified 
\\-itl1 there animatil1g [t:t1t.Ctions, '''c 11~Oft !olcmn .. 

Iy, 
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ly, before GOD and the \vorld, DECLARE, t!lat, 

exerting the utmoft energy of thofe po\vers, 
\vhich our beneficent Creator hath gracioufly be
Ho\ved upon us, the arDIS we have been compel
Jed by our enemies to affume, we will, in defi. 
ance of every hazard, with unabating firll1nefs 
and perfeverance, employ for tile prefervatioll of 
our liberties; being with one mind reColved to 
die freemen rather tllan to live fiaves. 

LEST tIIis declaration filould difquiet the minds 
of our friends and fello\v-fubjeCts in any part of 
the empire, we affure thenl that we mean Ilot to 
diffolve that ullion which has 10 long and fo llap
pily fubfiftc::d between us, and Wllicll \ve fincerc
Iy willl to fee reftored. Neceffity lIas not }Tct 

driven us into tllat defperate Ineafure, or induced 
us to excite allY otllcr llatioll to war againfi tllcm. 
'V c have not raired arnli~s \vitil anlbitious dc:figns 
of fellarating frolll Great-Britain, 311d efiablilh
ing illdependent ftates. \\r e figl1t 110t for glory 
or for C0I1(1ueft. \,T e exl1ibit to Dlankilld tIle 
renlarkablc fpeaacle of a peol)1c attacked by un .. 
provoked encillies, \l'ithout any inlputation or 
even fufpicion of offence. They boafl: of tl1eir 
privileges and civilizltion, and yet proffer no 
Dlilder conditions tl1an fervitude or deatll. 

I~ our o\vn native land, in defence of tIle 
freedom tllat is our birtll-rigl1t, and whicll we 
ever enjoyed till the late violation of it-for the 
protection of our property, acquired folely by the 

hone!t 
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honeR: induftry of our fore-fathers and ourfclvcs, 
againR: violence actually offered, we have taken 
up arms. We lhall lay them down when hoftili. 
ties fIlall ceafe on the part of the aggrctrors, and 
all danger of their being renewed ihall be re
moved, and not before. 

WITH an humble confidence in the mercies of 
the fupreme and impartial Judge and Ruler of 
tIle univerfe, we moll devoutly implore his Di
vine Goodners to proteCl: us happily through this 
great conftiCl, to difpofe our advcrfarics to recon
ciliation on rcafonablc terms, and thereby to 
relieve the empire from the calamities of civil 
war. 

NOTE 
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NOT E XXVII. PAGE 183-

t£h, 1IIl1nijejlfJ and aec/aration of the earl of Car
l!fIe, fir Henr, Clinton 11lId Willi"m Ed,,,, pub
liJhed on tbe third da, of O£lober, 1778. 

To thl memhers of 'he eongrtfi, the me",/Jerl of th, 
general aj[nnb/iel Dr (on*Utnlions of the jnJlrtJl 
colonies, plantl1tions lind prfJ'IJillces of New-Hamp-
/hire, Ma;a,lIufettl.BII1, RhDdt-!pand, CDnncc
lieu', New-lori, New-JcrJcy, Pen"h/#f}Qnill, the 
'Three LfJ'Wer Counties 011 DeillWllre, Marylantl., 
Virgin;/I, NDrth.C"ro/iRII, South-CarDli"" a1ld 
Georgi/l, .nd all Dtbers, free i"hlllJitllllts of tIN 
jaid coloniel, of e'lJery rank lind dCllo",inal;DII. 

By the tlJri rf CtzrlifJe, fir Hm'1 Clinton lind Wi/
/illlll Eden, eJ'Illire, tommi/fioner.r appoi"ttd '" 
his 1IIIljeJIl in purfllllnce " 1111 118 of pllrliament, 
IRllde and /NlJfod ill tbe nghtccnth 1caT of hil mll-
jtjl,', reig", to e""blc his 1I1IJjtjly It) dlpoint com
miJfiOllCrl to trellt, cDn!ult, lind agree upon the 
melUU of quieti"g the diflrdtTI nfT.o ju1!fYling in 
,"crlai" of the cflionics, plantations, ilnd prDvir.cc,t 
in North.AMerica. 

H A VIN G amply and repeatedly made known 
to the COllgrefs, and having alfo proclaimed 

to the inhabitants of North-Alnerica in general. 
the benevolent overtures of Great-Britain towards 
a re-union and coalition ,,-ith her colonics, we do 
110t think it confiftent either with the duty \\·e 

owe 
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owe to our country, or \vith a jufi: regard to tIle 
charaCters ,ve bear, to perfift in holding out of. 
fers, "rhich, in our ellimation, required only to 
be kno\vn to be D10ft gratefully accepted; and 
we have accordingly, excepting only the com
mander in cllief, \VllO \vill be detaint:d by l11ilitary 
duties, r~fol\"ld to return to England a fe\v \veeks 
after tIle date of this manifefto and proclanlation. 

PltE""IOl'S, ho,,gever, to this dccifive {lep, \ve 
are led, by a juft allxiety for tile great objeas of 
our million, to enlarge on fOlne I)oints wllich n1ay 
not have beel1 fufficiently underficod, to recapi
tulate to our fello\v-fubjecls the ble11ings \Vllich 
,,-e are empo\,·ercd to confer, and to \\"arll tllem 
of the continued train of evils to 'Vllich tIley are 
at prefent blindly and obftillately expofing tlleln
felves. 

Pl~o the nlenlbcrs of the Congrefs, tllen, lye 

again declare, that \\'-e are ready to concur in all 
fatisfaaory and juft arrangenlcnts for fecuring to 
thelll and their refpeai\'c conftituents, the rc
cfi:ablifllment of peace, ,vitll tIle exemption front 
3ny impofition of taxes by tIle parlial11ent of 
Great-Britain, and tIle irre\'ocable cnjo),1l1cnt of 
every privilege confiftent with that union of in· 
tcr~fts and force on whicll our mutual profpcrity 
and tIle fafety of our conlnlon religiun Cllld liberty 
(kpcnd. \V c again affert, that the members of 
the COllO'refs \vere n()t authorized bv tlleir confii-n J 

tution either to rcjea our offers ,,,itllout the pre-
VIOUS 
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"ious conf,dc~ation and confcnt of tIle feveral 
affembiies and c()nventions, their conftituents, or 
to refer us to preten~cd foreign treaties, which 
they know are delufively framed in the firll: in
fiance, and whicll 11ave never yet been ratified 
by the people of this continent. And we once 
more remind the members of the Congrers, that 
they are refponfible to their countrymen, to the 
world, and to GOD, for the continuanc~ of this 
war, and for all the miferies with which it muft 
be attended. 

To tIle general affemblies and conventions of 
the difierent colonies, plantations and pro\pinces 
above-mentioned, we now feparately make the 
offers which 've originally tranfmitted to the Con. 
grefs; and we 11ereby cal) upon and urge them 
to tneet exprefsly for the purpofc of confidcring 
whether e\rery Illotive, political as well as moral, 
fhould not decide their refolution to embrace the 
occafion of cementing a free and firm coalition 
\vith Great-Britain. It has not been, nor is it, 
our wilh, to reek the objcCls, which we are COOl. 

miffioned to pur(ue, by fomenting popular di,·ifi. 
ons and partial cabals; we think fuell conduCt 
\\·ould be ill fuit(:d to the generous natu!c of the 
offers made, 3tld unbecoming the digtlity of tile 
King and the ftate "9hicll makes them. }Jut it i~ 
both our willi and our duty to encourage and 
fupport any men or bodies of nlen in tl)eir return 
of loyalty to our fo,·ereign and of al~caiol1 to 

our fc:llow-fubjecls. 
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FJ'o all others, free inhabitants of this once 
happy empire, we alfo addrcfs ourfelves. Such 
of them as are aaually in arms, of whatfocvcr 
rank or dcfcription, will do well to rccolleCl, that 
the grievances, whether real or fuppofcd, which 
led tb~m into this rebellion, have been for-ever 
remo,·cd, and that the juft oetmon is arrived for 
their returning to the clafa of peaceful citizens. 
But if the honours of a military life are become 
their objca, let them feck tbore honours under 
the banners of their rightful fovcreign, and ill 

fighting the battles of the united Britifh empire 
againft our late mutual and D~tural enemye 

To thofc wbore profcfiion it is to cxcrcifc the 
funaioDS of religion on this continent, it cannot 
furely be unknown, that the foreign power with 
which the Congrcfs is cndeavouring to conneCl 
them, has eyer beeD avcrfc to toleration, and 
inyctcratcly oppofcd to the intcrcfta and freedom 
of the place. of worfhip which they fcrvc; and 
that Great-Britain, from whom they are for the 
preCent fcparated, muft, both from the principles 
of her conftitution and of protcflantifm, be at 
all times the beft guardian of religious liberty, 
and moR: difpofcd to promote and cxtCllc.l it. 

To all tbofc who can eftimate the blc:1lings of 
peace, and ita inftucDce over agriculture, arts and 
commerce, who can feel a due anxiety for the 
education and eftabli1hmcnt of their children, or 
who can place a juft value on domcftick fccurity, 

,,·c 
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we think it f~fficient to obferve, tllat they are 
made by their leaders to continue involved in all 
the calamities of war, without having either a 
juft objefl to purfue, or a ftJhfifting grievance 
wbich may not inftantly be redreffcd. 

BUT if there be any perfons who, divefled of 
mifi:aken refentments, and uninfl'uenc~d by felfifl} 
interefts, really think that it is for the benefit of 
the colonies to feparate themfelves from Great
Britain, and that fo f(lparated, they will find a 
conftitution more mild, nlore free, and better 
calculated for their profpc:rity than that ,vhich 
they heretofore enjoyed, and which we are enl
powered and difpofC!d to renew and iOlprove, witll 
fueh pcrfons we will not difpute a pofition which 
fecms to be fufficiently contradiCted by the expe
rience they ha,·e had. But we think it right to 
leave them fully aware of the change which the 
maintaining ruch a pofition muR: nlake in the 
whole nature and future conduct: of this ,var; 
more efpecially when to this pofition is added the 
pr~tended alliance with the court of France.
The policy, as well as the benevolence of Great
Britain, have thus far checked the extremes of 
war, when they tended to diftrefs a people flill 
confidercd as' our fellow.fubjeas, and to defolate 
a country Ihortly to become a fource of mutual 
advantage: but when tllat country profeffes the 
unnatural defign not only of eftranging ~erfelf 
from us, but of mortgaging hcrfelf and her re
(ourees to our enemies, the whole conteft is 

changed; 
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changed; and the queftion is, Ilo\v far Great
Britaill may, by every means in her power, de
firoy or render ufelers a connection contrived for 
her ruin, and for the aggrandizement of France. 
Under fuch circumftances the laws of felf-pre
fervation muft direCt tIle COllduCl: of Great.Bri. 
tain; and if the Britifh colonies are to become 
all acceflion to France, will direa her to render 
tllat acceffion of as little avail as pofiible to Iler 
enemy. 

IF, ho\\"e,·er) there are any who think, that, 
llotv:itllfianding there reaionings, the independ
ence of the colonies will, in the refult, be ac
kno\vledged by Great-Britain; to them we:: an· 
fwer \vithout rt:fcrve, that we neither poile:fs or 
expect powers for that purpoft!; and that, if 
Gr~at-Britaill could ever have funk fa low as to 
adopt fuell a meafurc, we filould not have thougllt 
ourfel\l'es compellable to be tIle inflruments in 
Dlaking a conceffion, wllicll \vould, in our opi
Ilion, be calalnitous to the colonits, for WhOlU it 
is made, and diigraceful as ,veil as calalnitous, 
to the country frolll ,\~llich it is required. And 
\VC tllink proper to declare, tllat in this fpirit and 
fentiluent we have regularly writteIl from tlli~ 
continellt to Great-Britain. 

IT will now become tile colonies in general to 
call to 111ind their o\vn folen111 appeals to Heavell 
ill tIle beginning of this contefl; that they took 
arms only for the rcdrefs of grievances j and that 

it 
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it \vould be their willi, as well as their intereft, 
to remain for-ever conneaed with Great-Britain. 
We again a1k. them, whether all their grievances, 
real or fuppofed, have not been amply and fully 
redrcffed? and \ve infiO:, that ~he offers we have 
made, leave nothing to be wifhed, in point either 
of immediate liberty or permanent fecurity: if 
thore offers are now rejeCted, we withdraw froln 
the cxcrcifc: of a commiffion with which \ve have 
in vain been honoured; the: fame liberality will 
no longer be due from Great-Britain, nor can it 
either in jullice· or policy be expeaed from her. 

I N fine, and for the fuller manifeftation as well 
of the difpofition we bear, as· of the gracious 
and generous purpofes of the commiffion under 
which we aCt, \\"e hereby declare, that whereas 
his majefty, in purfuance of an aCl, made and 
paffed in the eighteenth ft:ilion of parliament, 
entitled, 'An act to enable his majefty to 31)e 

e point comnliffioners witl1 fuflicient powers to 
C treat, confuit and agree upon the means of 
, quieting the diforders now fubfilling in certain 
, of tIle colonies, plantations and provinceCJ of 
'North-America,' having been pleafed to autho
rize and empower us to grant a pardon or par
dons to any number or defcription of perrons 
,vithin the colonies, plantations and provinces 
of New.Hatnplhire, l\laffacllufctts-Bay, Itllode
Ifland, Connecticut, New-York, Ne\v-Jc:rfc}·, 
Pennlylvania, tIle l'llree Lo\ver Counti~s on De
laware, Maryland, Virgillia, North-Carolina, 

South-Carolina. 
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South-Carolina and Georgia: and whereas the 
good effeCts of the raid authorities and. powers 
towards the people at large, would have long 
fince taken place, if a due ure had been made 
of our firft communications and overtures, and 
have thus far been fruftrated only by the precipi
tate refolution of the members of the Congrefs 
not to treat with us, and by their declining to 
confult with their conftituents: we now in make 
ing our appe31 to thore conftituents, and to the 
free inhabitants of this continent in general, have 
det~rmined to give to them what in our opinion 
fhould have been the fira: objeCt of thofe who 
appeared to have taken the management of tlleir 
iotereRs, and adopt this mode of carrying tIle 
raid authorities and powers into execution. We 
accordingly hereby grant and proclaim a pardon 
or pardons of all and all manner of treafons or 
mifprifions of treafons, by any perron or perfons, 
or by any number or defcription of perrons with
in the faid colonies, plantations or provinces, 
counfclled, commanded, atl:ed or done on or be
fore the date of tIlis manifeflo and proclamation. 

AND we further declare alld proclaim, that jf 
any perron or perrons, or any number or defcrip
tion of perrons within the faid colonies, planta
~ions and provinces, now actually rerving either 
in a civil or military capacity in this rebellion, 
IJlal), at any time during the continuance of this 
manifcflo and proclamation, withdraw llimfclf or 
tbemfcl,ges f!om fuch civil or Dlilitary fervice, alld 

{hall 
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1hall continue thenceforth peaceably as a good 
and faithful fubject: or fubjetls to his majefty, to 
demean himfelf or themfelves, fuch perfon or 
perfons, Qr fuch number and defcription of per
fons, fball become and be fulJy entitled to, and 
hereby obtain all the benefits of, the pardon or 
pardons hereby granted; excepting only from 
the raid pardon or pardons every perron, I and every 
number or defcription of pcrfons, who, after the 
date of tl)is manifefto and proclamation, fhall, 
under thee pretext of authority, as judges, jury
men, minifters, or officers of civil juftice, be in
ftrllmental in executing and putting to ucath any 
of his majcfty's fubjcB:s witllin the raid colonies, 
plantations and provinces. 

AND we think proper further to declare, that 
nothing hercill contained ii meant, or f11all be 
conflrued, to ret at liberty any perfon or perrons 
now being a prifoner or prifoners, or who, dur
ing the contilluancc of this rebellion, fila11 become 
a prifoner or prifoners. 

AN D we ofler to the colonies at large, or fe
paratcly, a general or feparatc peace, with the 
revival of their ancient governme~ts fecured 
againfl: any future infringements, and proteCted 
for-ever from taxatiol1 by Great-Britain. And, 
witll refpca to fuch furtller regulations, \vhcther 
civil, military ur cOlnlnercial, as tlley Inay wifh 
to be framed anl\ cfi:&\blifhcd, we: prolllife all the 

COl\CUrrence 
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concurrence and affillance that his majeofty's com. 
miffion authorizes and enables us to give. 

AND we declare,' that this manifefto and pro
clamation filall continue and be in force forty 
days from the date thereof, that is to fay, fronl 
the third day of Otlober to the eleventh day of 
November, both inclufive. 

AM D, in order that the whole contents of this 
manifefto and proclamation may be more fully 
known, we {ball direCl: copies thereof, both in 
the Englifh and German language, to he tranf
mitted by flags of truce to the Congrers, tIle 
general affcmblies or conventions of tile colonies, 
plantatioras and provinces, and to fcveral perrons 
both in civil and military capacities within the 
raid colonies, plantations and provincts. And, 
for the further fccurity in times to come of the 
fc\reral perfons or numbers or dcfcriptions of per
fons who are or may be the objeas of this mani. 
fello and proclamation, we have ret our handa 
and feals to tllirtccn copies thereof, and have 
tranfmitted the fame to the thirtern colonies, 
plantations and provinces above-mentioned; and 
we are willing to hope that the wllole of this ma
nifcll:o and proclamation will be fairly and freely 
publifhed and circulated for the inlmcdiate, ge
neral and moR: fcrious confideration and bcJlcfit 
of all his nlajcfly's ful)jeCl:s on this continent. 
And we eam~fily exllOrf. all perrons WllO by tllis 
inftrumcnt fortlr\\·itll recei\"c tIle bcnffit of tIle 

King's 
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King's pardon, at the fame time that they enter
tain a becoming fenfe of thofc lellient and af. 
fcB:ionate m~afures wh~reby they arc now freed 
from many grievous charges which might have 
rifen in judgment, or have been brought in quef
tion againft them, to make a wife improvement 
of the fituation in which this manifefto and pro
clamation places them, and not only to recollect,. 
that a perfevcrance in the prefent rebellion, or any 
adherence to the treafonable conneClion attempted 
to be framed with a foreign power, will, after 
the prefent grace extended, be confidcred as 
crimes of the moO: aggravated kind, but to vic 
with each other in eager and cordial endeavours 
to fecurc their own peace, and promote and 
eftablifh the profperit).. of their countrymen and 
the general weal of the eillpire. 

AN D, purfuant to his majefty's commiflion, 
\ve hereby require all officers, civil and military, 
and all others his majefty's loving fubjeCts what
foever, to be aiding and affifting unto us in the 
~xecution of this our manifcfto and proclamation, 
and of all tIle matters herein contained. 

Gi,"en at New-York, this third day of 
OClobcr, Ji78. 

CARLISLE, 

H. CLINTON, 

\\TN. EDEN, 

By tllt:ir excellencies comnland, 

(L. S.) 
(L. S.) 
(L. S.) 

AD~\M FEIGt!seN, fecrctary. 

NOTE 
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NOT E XXVIII. PAGE -1 84-

BJ tbe CONGRESS of the United Stotes of 
America, 

~f A N I F EST O. 

T HESE United States having been driven to 
hoftilities by the opprefiivc and tyrannous 

meafurcs of Great-Britain; having been compel
led to commit the etTcntial rights of man to the 
dccifion of arms; and baving been at length 
forced to {hake off a yoke which had grown too 
burdcnfomc to bear, they declared themfelvc& 
free and independent. 

CONFIDING in the juftice of their caure; con. 
fiding in Him who difpofes of human events, 
although weak and unprovided, they fet the power 
of their enemies at defiance. 

IN this confidence they have continued tllrough 
the various fortune of three bloody campaigns, 
unawed by the power, unfubdued by the barba
rity of their foes. Their virtuous citizens have 
borne, without repining, the lors of Dlany tllings 
which Inake life defirable. Their brave troops 
have patiently endured the hard1hips and dangers 
of a fituation, fruitful in both beyond former 
example. 

TIl F. Congrers, confiderinb thcnlfelycs bouncl 
to 
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to love their enemi~s, as children of that Being 
,vho is equally the Father of all; and defirous, 
fince they could not prevent, at leaR to alleviate, 
the calalnities of war, have ftudied to fpare thore 
who were in arms againO: them, and to lighten 
the chains of captivity. 

THE conduCt of thofe fcrving under the King 
C)f Great-Britain hath, with fome few exceptions, 
been diametrically oppofite. 1--hey have laid 
walle the open country, burned the defencelefs 
villages, and butchered the citizens of America. 
Their prifons have been the flaughter.houfes of 
her foldiers, their fhips of her reamen, and the 
fevereft injuries have been aggravated by the 
groffeft infult. 

FOILED in their vain attcnlpt to fubjugatc the 
unconquerable fpirit of freedom, they have meanly 
atfailed the reprcfentatives of America with bribes, 
with deceit, and the fe"ility of adulation. They 
have Inade a mock of humanity, by the wanton 
deftru8ion of men: they have made a mock of 
religion, by impious appeals to GOD whilft in the 
violation of his facted comolands: they ha\"e 
made a mock even of reafon itfclf, by endeavour
ing to prove, that tIle liberty and happinefs of 
America could rafely be entrufted to thofe who 
l1ave fold their own, unawed by the fenfe of vir. 
tue or of fitanle. 

l'REATED ,vitII tile conteulpt \vhich {ueh con. 
dua 
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dua dcferved, they have applied to individuals; 
they have foIicit~d them to break the bonds ot· 
allegiance, and imbrue their fouls \vith the blackell: 
of crimes; bUt9 fearing that none could be found 
through there United States equal to the wicked
nefs of their purpofe, to in8uence weak minds, 
they ha\rc threatened more wide dcvaflation. 

WHILE the fhadow of IIOpe remained, that 
Ol!f cncmi~s could be taught by our t'xample to 
refpea thofe laws which are held facred among 
civilized nations, and to comply with the diCl:ates 
of a religion which tbey pretend in common with 
us to believe and to revere, they have been left 
to the inftucncc of that religion and that exalD
pIe. But fince their incorrigible diffJofitions can
not be toucb~d by kindncfs and compaffion, it 
becomes our duty by other nleans to ,rindicate 
the rights of humanity. 

'VE, therefore, the COl1grefs of tile lJnited 
States of America, do folemnly declare and pro
claim, that if our enemies prefulne to execute 
tllcir threats, or perlia: in their prtfent career of 
barbarity, ,,·c will take ruch excillplary vengeance 
as fball deter others from a like condua. We 
appeal to tbat GOD who fearcl1rth the hearts of 
mel1, for the rcaitude of our intentions; and in 
His holy prefcnce ,,·c declare', tllat as we are not 
nloved by any light and hally fuggeftions of an-
ger and re,·enge, (0 through e\"cry poffible cbange. 

of 
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of fortune we will adhere to this our determi .. . 
nation. 

Done in Congrefs, by unanimous con
fent, the thirtieth day of October, 
one thol1fand (even hundred and 
fcventy -eigllt. 

HENRY LAURENS, prefidcnt. 

Atteft, CflARLES THOMSON, fecretar)·. 

NOT E XXIX. PAGE 188. 

Articles of confederation and perpetual union be
tween the Jllltes of New-HampJhire, l~l~f!a(hu
fitls-Bay, RhDde-!J1and and Providence Planta
tions, ConneElicut, New-rork, New-J'erjey, Penn
h/~onio, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North
CarD/ina, South.Carolina, alld Georgia. 

AI.TICLE I. THE flyle of this confedel·acy 
fhall be ' The United States of 

America. 

A It. TIC L Ell. Eacll Rate retains its fovereignty, 
freedom and independence, and every power, 
jurifdiftion alld right which is not by tllis confe
deration exprefsly delegated (0 the United States 
in Congrefs afTenlbled. 

AIlTICLE III. TIle faid nates hereby feveral1y en
ter into a firm league of fricndlhip \vitil each other, 

for 
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for their common defence, the fecurity of their 
liberties, and their mutual and general \velfare, 
binding thelnfelves to affift each other, againft all 
force offered to, or attacks Inade upon thein, or 
any of them, on account of religion, fovereignty, 
trade, or any other pretence whatever. 

AI.TICLE IV. -The better to fecure and perpe
tuate mutual friendlhip and int<:rcourfe among 
the people of the different Rates in tllis union, 
the free inllabitants of each of there tlates, pau
pers, vagabonds, and fugitives from juf1:ice ex
cepted, 1hall be entitled to all privileges and im
munities of frce citizens in the feveral nates; and 
the people of each fl:ate fball have free ingrcfs 
and regre(~ to and from any otlter ftate, and {hall 
enjoy therein all the privileges of trade and com
merce, fubjeB: to the fame duties, inlpofitions 
and rtflriClions as tile inhabitants thereof refpcc
tively, provided that fuch rellrittions fball not 
extend fo far as to prevent the removal of pro
perty imported into any ftate, to any otl1er Rate 
of ''Illicll tIle o\-:ner is an inhabitant; provided 
alfo, that no i1l1pofition, duties or reftriaion, 
fhall be laid by any {late on the property of the 
United States, or either of them. 

I F any perron guilty of, or cllarged \vitI1, trea
fou, fclonJ', or otller Iligl1 mifdemtanor in any 
flate, fllall flee from juflice, and be found in any 
of the United State3, he fila)l, upon demand of 
tlle gov~rnor, or tx~cuti\'c power of the Ilate 

fro 111 ...... 
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from which he Bed, be delivered up and removed 
to the ftate having jurifdiCl:ion of his oifcncc. 

FULL faith and credit filall be given in each of 
there ftates to the records, aCls, and judicial pro
ceedings of the courts and magiftrates of every 
other Rate. . 

AJtTICLE V. For the more convenient ma
nagement of the general intercfts of the United 
States, delegates iliall be annually appointed in 
fuch manner as the legifiature of each ftate Ihall 
dirca, to me~t in Coogrers on the firft Monday 
in November, in every year, with a power re
ferved to each Hate, to recall its delegates, or 
any of them, at any time within the year, and 
to fend others in their ftead, for the remainder 
of the year. 

No nate {hall be r~prerented in Congrefs by 
lcrs than two, nor nlore than feven Inclubcrs; 
and no perron {hall be capable of being a dele
gate for morc than three years, in any term of 
fIX years; nor fhall any perfon, being a delegate, 
be capable of holding any office under the United 
States, for which he, or any other for his bene
fit, receives any falary, fecs, or emolument of 
any kind. 

EAC H date fhall maintain its own delegates in 
a meeting of tIle ftates, and while tlley aCl: as 
members of the committee of the nates. 

Ix 
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IN determining quc~ions in the Ullitcd States 
in Congrers a{fcmblcd, each ftate lliall have ODe 

vote. 

FIlEEDOM of fpeech and debate in Congrefs 
ftlall not be im~achcd or queftioned in any court, 
or place out of Congrefs, and the members of 
Congrcfs {hall be proteCl:ed in their perrons from 
arrcfts and imprifonmcnts, during the time of 
their going to and from, and attendance on Con
grefs, except for treafon, felony, or breach of 
the peace. 

Alt.TICLE VI. No ftate, without the confent 
of the United States in Congrcfs affembled, lhall 
fend any embaffy to, or receive any embaffy from, 
or enter into any conference, agreement, a1li. 
ance, or treaty with any king, prince or {late; 
llor fhall any perron, bolding any office of profit" 
or truR: under the United States, or any of theIn, 
accept of any prefent, emolument, office, or title 
of any kind whatever from ~ny king, prince or 
foreign nate; nor fhall the United S.tatcs in Con
grers affe~bled, or any of them, grant any title 
of nobility. 

No two or more Hates fhall enter into any 
treaty, confederation, or alliance whatever be
tween them, without the confent of the lJnited 
States in C01'lgrefs affembled, fpecifying accu
rattly the purPOrtS for Wl1ich the fame is to be 
entered into, and how long it {hall continue. 

No 
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No Rate {ball lay any impoCls or duties, which 
may interfere with any fiipulations in treaties, 
cntercd into by the Uhited States in Congrefs 
affemblcd, with any king, prince or fiate, in 
purfuance of any treaties already propofed by 
Congrefs, to tIle courts of France and Spain. 

No veffels of war fhall be kept up in time of 
peace by any fiate, except ruch number only as 
{ball be deemed neceffary by the United States 
in Congrefs affcmbled, for the defence of ruch 
nate, or its trade; J10r fhall any body of forces 
be kept up by any flate in tilne of peace, except 
ruch number only, as in the judgment of the 
United States in Congrefs aifembled, iliall -be 
deemed requifite to garrifon the forts necefTary 
for the defence of fuch nate; but every ftate 
fhall always k(lep up a well-regulated and difci. 
plined militia, fuffici~ntly armed and accoutred, 
and {hall provide and conllantly have ready for 
ufe, in publick ftorrs, a duc number of field
pieces and tents, and a proper quantity of arms, 
amnlunition, and Ca111p equipage. · 

No {late fhall ~ngage in any war wjthout the 
confent of the United States in Congrefs atfenl
bled, unlcfs fuch flate be aC1:ually invaded by 
enenlies, or fhall have received certain advice of 
a refolution being formed by fonlc nation of In
dians to illvade fuell {tate, and the danger is fo 
imminent as not to admit of a delay, till tIle 
United States in Congrcfs affembled can be can· 

3 I flllte(l : 
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{uJt~d: nor {hall any {late grant CODlmiffions to 
any {hips or veffc:ls of \var, nor letters of marque 
or reprifdl, eXCl~pt it be after a declaration of war 
by the United States in Congr~fs affembled, and 
then only againll the kingdolll or Hate and the 
fubjeas ther~of, againft \vhich war bas been fo 
declared, and under ruch regulations as fhaJl be 
efiabliflled by the United States in Congrefs af
fenlblcd, unlcfs ruch ftate be infefted by pirates, 
in whicll cafe vetfels of war nlay be fitted out for 
that occafion, and kept fo long as the danger 
iliall continue, or until the United States in Con
grefs affembled iliall determine otllerwifc. 

AR.TICLE VII. When land.forces are raifed by 
any fiate for the common defence, all officers of, 
or Ul1der the rank of colonel, fball be appointed 
by the le~ifiature of eacll nate refpeClively, by 
WhOlll fuch forces iliall be raifed, or in fuch 
manner as fuclt {late 111311 direct, and all vacan
cies fhall be filled up by the {late which firli nlade 
the _ appointment. 

AR.TICLE VIII. All cllarges of war, and all 
other expellees that fhal1 be incurred for tIle 
COOlmon drfcnce or general welfare., :llld allowed 
by the United States in Congrefs aficlnbJcd, ilia! I 
be defrayed out of a eOlllmOll treafllry, ,,,hie)1 
fhall be fupplicd by the feveral frates, in propor
tion to tIle value of all land within eacll {late, 
granted to or furveyed for any perron, as fueh 
land and the bwldings and illlprovcments tilcrcon 

1l1all 
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lbaJJ be eflimateJ, according to rueh mode as 
the United States in Congrefs affembled fhall 
from time to time direB: and appoint. rrhe taxes 
for paying tllat proportion fhall be laid and levied 
by the authority and dirrflion of the legifiaturcs 
of the feveral flares within the time agreed upon 
by the Uilitcd States in Congrefs aff'elnblcd. 

AR.TICLE IX. l'lle lJnit~d States in Congrefs 
affembled fhall have the fole and exclufive right 
arld power of deternlining on peace and \var, ex
c~pt in the cafes lnentioned in the fixtll Article; 
of fending and receiving anlbaffadors; entering 
into treaties and alliancrs, provided that no treaty 
of comlnerce fhall be Dladc, wllcreby the legifia
live power of the refpeaive {lates iliall be rc· 
flrailled froRl impofing fuell ilnpofts and duties 
on foreigllers, as their own people arc fubjeCl:ed 
to, or froln prohibiting the exportation or im
portation of any fpecics C!f goods or commodities 
\vhatfoever; of cflablilhing rules for deciding in 
all cafes, what captures on land or water fhall be 
legal, and in \Vllat manner prizes taken by land 
or naval forces in the fc:rvic~ of the United States 
fhall be divided or appropriated; of granting 
letters of tDarque and reprifal in times of peace; 
appointing courts for the trial of n:racies and fe
lonies committed on the high (cas·, an<I dlabJifl1-
jng courts for receiving 311d determining finally 
appeals in al) cafes of captllres, )lrovided tllat no 
me.nber of Congrefs fhall be appointed a judge 
of any of the raid courts. 

THE 
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THE Ul1ited States in Congrefs aifeIllbled lhall 
a1fo be the laft refort on appeal in all difputes and 
differences now fubfifting, or that hereafter may 
ariCe between two or IDore {lates concerning 
boundary, jurifdiaion, or any other caufe wl1at
ever; which authority fhall always be exercifed 
in the manner following: whenever the legiflative 
or executive authority or lawful agent df any 
{late in controverfy with another, fhall prefent a 
petition to Congrefs, ftating the matter in quef
tion, and praying for a hearing, notice thereof 
{hall be given by order of Congrefs to the legifla- . 
tive or executi\·c authority of the other ftate in 
controverfy, and a day affigned for the appearance 
of the parties by their lawful agents, who {hall 
then be direaed to appoint by joint confent, com
miffioners or judges to conftitllte a court for hear
ing and d~termining the matter in quefiion; but 

if tlley cannot agree, Congrefs ihall name three 
perfons out of each of. the United States, and 
frollt tile lift of fuell perfons each party {hall al. 
tcrllately ftrike Ollt one., tIle petitioners begin
ninO', until the llulllber filall be reduced to thir-o 
trell; :".ud fro!n that number not It:fs than feven, 
nor more than lline 1131nes, as Congrefs 111al1 di-
rca, filall, in the prefc:nce of Congrefs, be drawn 
out by lot; alld the perfons ,\~hoic nanles fllall 
be fo drawn, or any five of theIn, fhall be COlll

mifiion~rs or judges, to llear and fillally deter
Dline tl~e cOlltrovcrfy, fo al\vays as a Dlajor part 
of tl!lJo judgc:s, who 111all llt:ar the cau[e, 1hall 

agree 



( 445 ) 

agree in the determination: and if either party 
iliall negleCl: to att~nd at the day appointed, with. 
out {hewing rcafot:s which Congrefs iliall judge 
fufttcient., or being prt:fent ilia1l refufe to ftrike, 
the ('ongrefs thall proceed to nominate three per
fOl~~ out of each frate, and tile fecretary of Con
grefs ilia)) ftrike in behalf of ruch party abfent 
or refufing; and the judgment and fcntence of 
the court to be appointed, in the manner before. 
prefcribed, fhall be final and conclufiYe; and if 
any of tIle parties lhal1 rtfufe to fubmit to the 
authority of ruch court, or to appear or defelld 
their clailn or cauie, the court fhall, nevertllelefs, 
proceed to pronounce fentence, or judgnlent, 
which {hall, in like manner, be final and deci. 
five; the judgment or fentence, and otller pro
ceedings, being in eitllcr cafe tranfmitt~d to Con
grcfs, and lodged anlong the aCls of Congrefs, 
for the fecurity of the parties conc~rned: pro
vided, that every commifiioner, before he fits in 
jUdgment, {hall take an oath, to be adminiftered 
by one of tIle judges of tIle fupremc: or fuperior 
court of the ftate, where the caufe lhaJI be tried, 
, well and truly to hear and t.leternline the mat
'ter in quenion, according to tIle beft of his 
, judgment, without favour, affection, or hope 
C of reward:' provided alfo, tllat no ftate iliall 
l.,e deprived of territory, for tIle benefit of the 
United States. 

ALL controverfies concerning the private right 
of foil claimed under different grants of two or 

more 
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more R:ates, whore jurirdiclions as tIle}' Illay re
fpea fuch lands, and tht: {lates Wllich paffed fuch 
gTants are adjutleJ, the faid grants or ~ither of 
them being at the: j~\mc tiole claimed to have 
originatt-d antec(d~nt to fuch {(ttlement of jurif
diaion, {hall, on t1le petition of t:ither party to 
the Congrcfs of th,~ United Stat~s, be finally 
determined, as nc:ar as nlay be, in the faille 111311-

ner as is before prefcribed for deciding difputes 
rcfpcdiog territorial jurifdidion between different 
ftates. 

TH E United Stat~s in Congrefs afTenlh1ed filall 
alfo ha\'c the fole and exclufi,ge right and po\\·cr 
of r(gulating tllC alloy and value of coin firuck 
by their own autllority, or by that of tllC rcfpec
ti\ .. c Ratrs; fixing the ftandard of w~iglltS and 
mt~afur~s throughout the United Statc:s; regu
lating tIle trade, and managing all affairs ,vitll 
the Indians. not members of any of the nates, 
pro\yided tilJt tIle Itgiflative right of any flate 
li·itl,in irs o\\·n limits be not illfringed or violated; 
~flabli{hing and rc~ulating poll-offices from one 
fl:!te to i:notller., tllrougllout all the Ullitcd Stat~s, 
~nd cxactir.~ fuch pofta!-;e ()Il tlu: papers pafiing 
through tIle falnc. as nla)· he requijjtc to defray 
tIle expenct-s of the faid office; ~PllOintillg all 
ollicers of the land .. forct:s, in the i(:rvice of the . 
United States, excepting reginlental officers; ap-
f·ointjn~ all th\! officers of the naval-f()rces, and 
cOIDlnitnoning all oOicers wllatcver in the fer,·jcc 
of the United States; mal;ing rules for the go-

verll Dlent 
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vemment and regulation of the raid land and 
naval-forces, and dircCling their operations. 

TH E United States in Co.ngrcfs affcmblcd fhall 
have authority to appoint a committee, to fit in 
the reecfs of Congrefs, to be denominated· , A 
, Committee of the States,' and to confift of one 
delegate from eacll ftate; and to appoint fuch 
other committees and civil officers as may be ne .. 
ceffary for managing the general affairs of the 
United States under their direaion; to appoint 
one of their number to prefidc, provided that no 
perfon be allowed to fer\'e in tIle office of prefi
dent more than one year in any term of three 
years; to afcertain the neceffary fUlns of money 
to be raifed for tIle fervice of the United States, 
and to appropriate and apply tile fame for defray .. 
iog tile publick expences; to borrow money or 
emit bills on tIle credit of the United States, 
tranfmitting every half Jear to the refpecriyc 
Rates, an account of tIle funls of money fo bor
rowed or elnitted; to build anti equip a navy; 
to agree upon tIle nunlber of land·forcl"s, and 
to make rcquifitions flom each !late for its quota, 
in proportioll to the numb~r of wllite inhabitants 
in fuell flate, \vhich rcquifition iliall be binuing, 
and tllcreupon the legiflaturc of eacll ftate iliall 
appoint tIle reginlt:lltal officers, raife the 111cn, and 
clothe, arJn9 and equip thenl in a foldicr-like Ulan .. 

ner, at the cxpcnce (If the United States, and the 
officers 311d IDen fo clotllcd, «rl1led anc.l eqllipped, 
fball marcll to tIle l)lace appointed, and within the 

timr.: 
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time agreed on by the United States in Congrefs 
affemblcd; but if the lTnircd States in Congrcfs 
affemblcd {hall, on confideration of circumftances, 
judge proper that any {late 1houJd not raife men, 
or fhould raife a fmaller Dllmber than its quota, 
and that any other nate fhould raife a greater 
number of m~n than the quota thereof, fuch 
extra number fhall be raifed, officcrcd, clothed, 
armed, and equipped in the fame manner as the 
quota of fuch ftate, unlefs the legiflaturc o~ fuch 
ftate fhall judge tllat fueh extra number cannot 
be fafely fpared out of the fame, in which cafe 
they {hall raife, officer, clothe, arm and equip, 
as many of rueh extra number as they judge can 
be fafely fpared. And the officers and men fo 
clothed, armed and equipped, fball march to the 
place appointed, and within the time agreed OD 

by tile United States in Congrcfs a{fc~bled~ 

'rSE United States in Congrefs affembled.ihall 
never engage in a war, nor grant letters of 
marque ·and reprifal, in time of peace, nor ent~r 
into any treaties or alliances, nor coin money, nor 
regulate the value thereof, nar afccrtain the funls 
and ·expences neceffary for the :defence and wei. 
fare of the United States, or allY of them, nor 
emit bills, nor borrow money on the credit of 
the United States, nor appropriate money, nor 
agree upon the nunlber of veffcls of war, to be 
built or purch~fed, 9r the number of land or 

. fea-forces to be raifed, nor appoint a commander 
in chief of the army or llavy, unlefs nine fi~tc:s 

affellt 
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• trent to the fame: nor filall a queftion on any 
other point, except for adjourning from day to 
day, be determined, unlefs by the votes of a 
majority of the United States in Congrefs affeln. 
bled." 

THE Congrefs of the United States fhali have 
power to adjourn to any time \vithin tIle year, 
and" to any place within the lJnited ~tatrs, fo 
that no l)eriod of adjournment be for a longer 
duration than the fj,ace 'of" fix, months; and {hall 
publifll the journal of their proceedings lnonthly, 
ex"c~pt fuch parts thereof relating to treaties, al .. 
Jiances or military operations, as in their judg
ment require fecrecy; and the yeas and na.ys of 
the delegates of each {late on any queftion fhall 
be entered on tile journal, when it is defired by 
any delegate; and tIle delegates of a {tate, or 
any of them, at his Of tlleir requeft, {ball be fur
nifhed with a tranfcript of tIle faid journal, exc~pt 
fuch parts as are above excepted, to lay before 
tIle legiflatures of the" feveral ftates • 

• 
AR.TICLF: X. 1'lle committee of the {lates, or 

any nine of them, iliall be authorize<t to exe· 
cute, in the recefs of Congrefs, fuch of the pow
ers of COllgrefs as the United States in, Congrefs 
affenlbled, by the ronftnt of nine nates, {hall 
fronl titnc to fime think rxpedient to veil thenl 
'''ith; prc,,,-jded that no po\vcr be delegated to 
tIle faid cOIlIlnittee, for the exercife of whicll, 
by tIle alticles of confed~ration, the voice of 

.., K nine .' 



( 450 ) 

nine {tates, in the Congrcfs of the United State. 
affeolblcd, is requifite.· 

AR.TICLE XI. Canada acceding to this confe
d~ration, and joining in the meafures of the 
United States, iliall be admitted into, and en
titled to all the advantages of this union; but no 
oth~r colony iliall be admitted into the raOle, 
unlefs fuch admiffion be agreed to by nine nates. 

ARTICLE XII. All bills of credit emitted, mo
nies borrowed, and debts contraaed by or under 
the authority of Congrefs, before the affenlbling 
of the United States, in purfuance of the prefent 
confederation, filall be deeolcd and confidered 
as a charge againft tIle United States, for pay
ment and fatisfaflion whereof the raid United 
States, and the publick faith, arc h~reby folemnly 
pledged. 

ARTICLE XIII. Evtry {late {hall abide by the 
deterIninations of the: United States in Congrefs 
affetnbled, on all queflions which by this confe .. 
deration are fubmitted to thenl. ~lld the arti. 
cles of this confederation filall be inviolably ob .. 
ferved by every ·fiate, and the l1nion {hall be 
perpetual; nor fhall any alteration at any time 
htreafter be made in any of theln; unlefs fuch 
alteration be agreed to in a congre(~ of the 
United States, and be afterwards confirlllcd by 
the legifiatures of every {late. 

. ..--
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AND whereas it hath plcafcd the Great Govern
or of the world to incline the hearts of the 
legiflatures we rcfpcCtivcly reprefent in Con
grefs, to approve of, and to authorize us to 
ratify the faid articles of confederation and 
perpetual union: KNOW YE, that we, the 
undc:rfigncd del(gates, by virtue of the po\ver 
and authority to us given for that purpoJt:, do, 
by there prefents, in the name and in behalf 
of our rcfpcaivc conftituents, fully and en· 
tirrly ratify and confirm each and every of the 
faid articles of confederation and perpetual 
union, and all and fingular the matters and 
things therein contained. And we do furtller 
folemnly plight and engage the faith of our 
refpeflive confiituents, that tlley iliall abide by 
the determinations of the Uilittd States in 
Congrefs aiT(lnbled, on all qu~{liolls \Vllicll by 
tIle raid confederation arc fubulitted to thenl; 
and tllat the articles thereof ilial} be inviolably 
obferved by tIle nates we rt"fpeaively repre
{ent; and that tIle unioll fhall be perpetual • 

. IN WITN [55 whereof, 'we have hereunto fet 
our llands in" Congrefs. 

Done at Plliladelphia, in the Rate of 
Pcnnfylvania, tIle ninth day of J u .. 
ly, in the y~ar of our I~oRD, 1778, 
and in the third year of tIlt! inde
pendence of America. 

'I"" E aforefaid articles of confederatioll were fie 
nally 
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nal1y ratified on the firft day of March 1781 ; 
the {tate of Maryland having, by their Inem
bers in Congrefs, on that day, acceded thereto, 
and completed the fame. 

NE\V-HA)lP SHIRE, 
S Jofiah Bartlett, 
l John 'Ventworth, jun. 

r John Hancock, 
Samuel Adams, 

MASSACHUSETTS-BAY, ~ EFlbri~geDGerry, 
• ranels ana, 

l James Lovell, 

RIiODE-IsLAND, &c. 

CO!\NECTICUT, 

NE\V.\"'ORK, 

NE'V-JERSEY, 

P£~~SYL'''ANIA, 

Samuel Holten. 

{

William Ellery, 
Henry Merchant, 
John Collins. 

Roger Sherman, 
Samuel Huntington, 
Oliver Wolcott, 
l'itus Hofnlcr, 
Andrew Adams. 

( James Duane, 
j Francis Lewis, 
1 'VillialD Duer, 
l Governeur Morris. 

S John \Vitherfpoon, 
l Nathaniel Scudder. 

r Robert Morris, 
Daniel Roberdeau, 
Jonathan-B. Smith, 
William Clingan, 
J ofepll Reed. 
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DELAWAIlE, 

MARYLAND, 

VlllGINIA, 

NORTH-CAI.OLINA, 

SOUTH-CAllOLINA, 

GE01GIA, 

{

1'honlas M'Kcan, . 
John Dickinfon, 
Nicholas Vandyke. 

~ John Hanron, 
l Daniel Carroll. 

Richard-Hcnry Lee. 
John Baniftcr, 
Thomas Adams, 
John Harvey, 
Francis-LightfootLcc. 

{

john Penn, 
Cornelius Harnett. 
John Williams. 

(Henry Laurens, 
\Villiam-H. Drayton, 
Jobn Mathews, 
Ilicbard HutfoD, 
Thomas Hcyward,juo. 

{

john Walton, 
Edward Telfair, 
Edward Langworthy. 

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. . 
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