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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY.

At the close of our last volume, we gave a summary of
the 9th anougy) Repart of the Americnn Bible Society.

A nnmber of addresses were made at the Anniversary
meeating of the Society which was held 1n New-York on
ihe 12th of May, among which were the following:

His Excellency Gov. Crinron, at the opening
of the meeting. -

Qccasions of this kind are always ealculated to
nroduce the most solemn emotions; for the objects
of these Aunual Meetings are connected with time
and eternity, with our present and future state of
existence. 'That Christianity has elevated the
character of man and blessed him in his domestic
connexions and in his social relations, cannot be
denied by the most chdurate scepticismn,  We
must indeed shut our eyes against the light of
truth, if we do not yield implicit faith to the ex.
alting and ameliorating virties of ounr divine reli-
gion.  We can perhaps form a striking estimate
of its hlessings, Ly supposing that it had never
shed its eftulgence upon the nauons,
would have been the state of the world? In all

probability, the Gotbic darkness which benighted |

mankind on the breaking up of the Roman Km-
pire, would have been perpetuated.
have lost his recuperative energies, and tlie revo-
lations of "ages would bhave witnéssed his torpid
inactivity and bopeless debasement.

The star that attracted the wondering curiosity of
the wisewen of theFast,has becomea Bun oflight to
the huwman race ; and whervevor its radiations have
reached,it has been the parentof cultivation, of civi-
lization, of knowledge, and of virtue. Christianity
being a revelation from God, recorded 1n certain
books denominated the Bible, it must be evident
that we can never have a full and satisfactory view
of its doctrines, unless we are possessed of the wri-
tings which prumulgate them. In diftusing these
sacred volumes, we of course performn a solemn
duty, and render an all important benefit to the
world. "This day witnesses this meeting for that
pnrpose—a day devoted to coasultations on the
ways and means of promoting human happiness,

and on extending and strengthening the golden |

everlasting chain that binds together the heavens
and the eaith—a meeting composed of many of
the pious and the wise of our country, who over-
looking all sectarian differences, have assembled
in this temple of concord and have concentrated
their energies in favour of the highest interests of
the human race. A day so solemn, a purpose so
benevolent, an assembly, so respectable, would

roduce the most gratifying feeiings in all whio

€ar me, were we not reminded by the absence of

What then |
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the distinguished heads of this Institution of. the
melancholy privations that we snffer.. Our first
President has-left us for another and a better
world, and his successor is disabled by bodily in-
firmity from attending in this place. The worth
of these illustrious men is enbalmed in the hearts
of their countrymen.  Avother afflicting dispen-
sation must he obvious to you all, The gentle-
man witn geneially presided at these conventions
is no longer to be seen. He has gone forever:
bis earthly remains are in this world, his immor-
tal spirit in the regions of bliss, To pass over o
this oceasion without notice, the exalted merits of
that truly good wan, would evinee an inexcusable
insensibility, if not an unpardonable negleet,
Matthew Clarkson was a man who filled a large
space in the circle of patriotism and benevolence.
Wherever a charvitable or public spirited institu-
tion was about to be established, his presence-was
coibsidered esseutial,  As his heart and his hand
wera ever open to the calls of charity, his name
15 to be found in all our meritorious socictics,
whether intended for education, for relief, oy for
protection.  T'he hospitals, the iufirmaries, the
free school socisties, and the whole range of laud-
able institutions, received his patronage. No ob-
ject which implicated the welfare of the hunan
race, was considered foreign from his dities, Eis

‘sanction became a passport 10 public approbhation.

it encouraged virtue in its career, disarmed oppo-
sition of its power, and envy of its venom.

In all his connexions and associations, he was
distinguished by a benignity of disposition and an
amenity of bhehaviour which endeared him to all |
with whom he bad communion. His first object

was to do good ; his next, to do it in the most ac-

cepiable manner and in the most impressive shape.
[is propitiating qualities were the result of innate
poocuess, not of artificial assumption: and virtue
was embodiedin his conduet and exhibited by his
agency in.a form so winning and so attractive, so
comnmanding and so irresistible, that his powers
of beneficence were only linnted by that impene-
trable circle which prescribes boundaries to the
operations of human goodness, -
Wherever good deeds were to be performed he
was present, and his co-operation was experienced
in all praise-worthy institutions. It will be asked
how was it-possible for him to comprise so much
beneficence within so small a period, and at the
same time attend to his other concerns? The
answer is easy. He transacted every thing ata
proper time, in a proper place and in a proper
manner. He was not one of those irregular men,
who are constantly scatteribg discomforts in their
walks from. the neglect of those observances;
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which ar¢ identified with the decorum and tran-
quillity of social communion : he knew the utility
of method, the value of time, the importance of
punctuality ; and he practically demonstrated the
auspicious results of a life spent in active henefi-
cence, under the control of regular *habits, and
with & view to the economy of time. . -
During the Revolutionary war, he was a gallant’
officer in the American army, and after its con-
clusion, he held high and confidential civil offices,
which he filled with fidelity and ability : but the
last years of his life have been principally devoted
10 the promotion of those institutions which refleet
so much honour on the religion, the education,
and the benevolence of our country. |
Although the benefits, which he eonferred on
the community by the rendition of actual services
are of the most impressive character, yet the illus-
trious example®vhich he has presented to mankina-
of a iife of distinguished benevolence and useful-
ness is of a most important nature, As a model
for iinitation, as an excitement to Christian piety,
to pure benevolence, and to heroic virtue, his mer-
it will'be appreciated and his influence will ba
felt, long after all of us are copsigned to the grave,
In this rapid sketeh, I am far from intimating
that he was without his imperfections: but his er-
rors were the aberrations of goodness and his
faults were the faults of the species not of the in-
dividual, As long as benevolence is respected
among men, as long as piety is held in veneration,
so long will-the name of Clarkson be ranked a-
mong the excellent men, who have illustrated in
their lives the greatness of goodness. -

A wotion of thanks tothe President and Vice Prosidents
for thetr patronage and suppert was seconded by Isaxac
'C, Bates, Esq, of Northampton, Mass,

1 rise to second the motion of the Reverend
Gentleman from Princeton., And f{amiliar as [
have been with the business of an inconsiderable
branch of this Bociety, and accustomed as I have
been to contemplate’ the parent institution with
gratitnde and with veneration, I have to confess
to you, siv, that I {eel myself oppressed by the nn-
anticipated realities of ths present scene. The |
details upon which I had intended to dwell ‘do not
rise to the dignity, nor would they sustain the in-
terest, nor aceord with the elevated feeling of the |
occasion. The heart must bring hither its offer-
ings, and the understanding its results, without
tracing the process by which they are prepared
and evolved, Sir, the Heathen are destitute of
the Bible; and in the few remarks which I de.
sign to make, my position will be, THAT Wk
OUGHT TO SEND IT TO THEM—a truth which
“{although I have never heard any man deny it) ex-
erts a practical influence very disproportionate to
its magnitude and importance.

It would be an impeachment of Providence to
suppose that the heathen are to be forever shut
out from the blessings of a divine revelation ; that
tiie eye Is to be forever quenched to the light that
‘Wwas designed to light every man that cometh into
the world; that the angel of peace is never to
‘sooth, nor the voiee of mercy to reach them ; but |
that the # book of knowledge” is to be, to them
emphatically, * an universal blank.”” And is it not
a debateable questioni whether we ought to'send it
to them ; it does not come within the range where
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opinions differ, where they may or can differ. A
doubt here touches the foundations of the Chris-
tian relicion and subverts the foundations of our
hopes, of all our hopes that are better than a spi-
der’s web. ‘It sets man afloat without char} or
commpass, sun or star, upon an ocean without a lin-

it, and upon a destiny, whicher ! or what !

Sir the human mind needs a support. The
great masters of antiquity, of the ‘Grecian and
Roman Schools, sought it in philosophy. And
they brought to the search a waturity and perfec-
tion of judgment, and a strength of resolution, and
they poured upon their way a blaze of inteliect,
which nope can hope to surpass and few to equal 5
yet their search ended, as you well know, 1 con-
jecture merely. S

The nations of the earth have sought it i 1:]01-{1-
try. They have arrayed some object with imagi-

ower-to-sustain and to save them, and they
have rested uvpon it, because nalure demanded it.
and we seek the same thingin ten thousand ob-
jects that constantly elnde our grasp and disap-
point our hopes. And every morming watch, when
the mind is not preoccupied, forces upon us the
conviction that all is not right within ; that there
hias been an avulsion of the soul from the stock to
which it belongs, and that it must be reunited with
it; that its own powers, immortal as they are, are
insufficient to sustain it; and it goes abroad like
the dove from the hand of our second progenitor,
and finds repose no where else but in the ark of
safety—the Bible, o h

But this argument, founded as it is upon a fac!
to which the experience of every being of the fa-
mity of man bears testinony, and incontestable as
it is therefore, and controlling as it ought to be,
may nevertheless be yielded ; and the appeal may
he made to the PaTrior—to the man who loves
his country and his kindred, and who loves to see
his fellow man, swhat his Maker designed he
should he, the master of himsell, Let the Bible
he universally read and understood, and it woul(
emancipate "the hmnan family. There 'is not a
throne of . despotism upon the earth that would
not tremble -to its {oundations. ‘The principles
of the Bible, are those of civil as well as of re-
higious liberty, and they must precede and pre-
pare the way, and lay the corner stone of every ed-
tfice of human happiuess, or it never will be laid,

I might appeal to the mere MorALIST—L0 the
man who delights in the decencies of life and the
courtesies of refined society—to the Ciceros and
Platos—but to men who, unlike them, believe that
when the curtain of death falls, it closes the last
scene of our gxistence, falls alike npon the soul

E

-

and upon the body, and ends the light and the life

of both. ILiet the precepts and commands of the
Bible be received, respected, and obeyed, and they
would  give a new character,—new features, and
new beanty—to the aspect of things. They would
give new integrity to the.intercourse of life; new
stability to plighted faith ; new brightness to earth-
ly hopes ; new purity to earthly joys: and awaken
strains of new and unknown sweetness along the
face and among the discordant spheres of our
world. 'They would throw over it a new arch of
glory, and moisten it with the dews, and.irradiate
and cheer it with scarcely less than thelight of the
first morning, a

But, sir, when the appeal comes to be made to
the CHRISTraAN—tot he man who believes that we
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shall survive the grave, and that the character
which is forined bere shall endiire hereafter—the
motive vises to an height, and stretchies to a
breadth unmeasurable and inconceivable, vast as
that which is denoted by eternity, and immortali-
ty with all. its joys and glories brightening and
brightening forever and ever, Ob! sir, il to such
men the appeal be made 1 vain, it the heart is

not warmed and the hand opened, were I a cler-

oyman I would say, “lct us examine onrselves,”—
1f there be a cause, in wkich men can engage,
that can “raise a wmortal o the skies,” and, -]
may add, too, “or bring an angel down” this is
that cause. -

Siv, THE HEATHEN ARE DESTITUTE OF THE
BREAD OF LIFE, AND WE MUST SEND 1T T0
TREM. 'The obstacles in the way ofit, many and
great as they ceriainly are, so far from presenting
a discourngement, constitute the. fonudation for
an upnanswerable appeal to you for aceeleraied
and incicased exertion.  very ellort relaxed, und
every mite withheld, prolongs the empve, 1f it
tdoes not widen the dominion of darkness,  Should
the concenmrated efforts of Christendomr produce
ne perceptible effect for an hall century, we are

nevertheless so nch nearee the accomplishinent |

of our object; not iu point of time merely, but
there will remain 0 much less to be done, to be
doue by others. if not by us, by the next genera-
tion if not by this. - The field must be enclused
and cleared befure it can he cultivated. Delay
only postpones, accomplishes nothing. | Those
wlo expect that natignal prejudices, confirmed by
Bsabit and strengthened by any senthiment of reli-
gion true or {ulse, will yield at once ; that the hea-
then will be converied in a day or an age, will be
disappointed. The light will dawn upon them as
the sun riscs upon the natural world, at first imper-
ceptibly, then guilding here and there an elevated
point, until at length it will dissipate all darkness,
and awaken a chorus of all hearts and a jubilee
ainong all -peaple. And not unlikely the dura-
tion of the dawn will bear a strister analogy than
we imagine, to that of the-night- whichpreceded
it.  But the indications of Providence give every
thing to hope, and nothing to despair. What
means, perniit me_to inquire, this shaking among
thie nations, but that the barriers i the way of
your access to them may be removed, the compact-
ed fabric of their superstition disjointed, and the
poitals of their temples thrownopen! What this
bieaking up of the old foundations of despotism
but that man is to be disenthralled 7 What ineans
this miglity assemblage of moral power through-
ought the Christian world, guided as it were by a
self-created energy to a single object? Sir, the
iron is ‘softening in the fire, while Providence is
sending the Smith to the anvil.  Han is not to be
forever at war with his Maker., The period will
arrive when he shall return to his allegiance,
like the prodigal to his father’s house, and a voice
of love shall greet him, and the paternal arm shall
encirele hii, and the ceaseless and clotidless be-
mgnity of a father’s smiles shall bless himi.—
Then. sir—OQ ! then indeed, sir, shall the ¢ lame
man }Jﬂap like an hart, and the tongue of the dumb
StNg. . :

é{mmthing‘mpre I would have said; but I owe
an apology to géntlemen for having kept them so
long from an expression of their thanks to the Pre-
sident (clarum et venerabile pomen!) and  the
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Vice Presidents who preside over the concerns of
a Society, that will rise upon futare geperations
with more majesty, and shed over this land a radi-
ance of richier and mote enduring glory, than auny
thing else, and than every thing else of which we
boast, uiless it may be our systein of free govern«
ment. I therefore second that motion of the Rav.
President froma New-Jersey., !

Tor Honoranrne JAMES KENT.

T'he objeet of this Institution is eminently be-
nevolent and useful.. Thae duty of lending our
zealous and efficient aid to disseminate the knowl-
cdge of the Holy Seriptures, appears'to me not to
be susceptible of doubt. The principle upon
which the Soeclety is founded, is liberal and com-

prehensive, and it would seen-to be entitled to u-

niversal approbation: - Here all the various sects
which have divided and distracted the Christian
world from the days of the Apostles, imuy meet as
uponeutral ground, and.unite in one common
purpose. The Bible is equally .adapted to the
wants and infirmities of every human being, Tt is
the vehicle of the most awful traths, and which
are at the same tine of universal application, and
accowpanied by the most efficacious sanctions,
No other book ever addressed itself so authori-
tatively, and so pathetically, to the judgment and
moral sense of mankind. It contains .the maost
sublime and fear{al displays of the attributes of
that perfect Being who .inhabiteth cternaty, and.
pervades and governs the universe. It brings life
and jmmortabity to light, and which until the pub-
lication of the Gospel, were hidden from the scru--
tiny of ages. 'This gracious Revelation of a fu-
ture state is ealculated to solve the mysteries of
Providence in the dispensations of this life, to rec-
oncile us to the inequalities of our present condi-
tion, and te inspire unconquerable fortitude and
the most auimating consolation, when all other
consolations fail, in the midst of the abodes of age,
disease and sorrow, and under thé pressure of the

sharpest pangs of human misery. The.Bible also

anfolds the-ovigin-dnd the. deep foundations of de-
pravity and -guilt, and the means and the hopes of
salvation through thie mediation of the Redeemer,
Its doctrines, us discoveries, its code of morals-and
its means of Grace, are not only overwhelming
evidence of its divine origin, but they confoand the
pretensions of all other systemns, by showing the
narrow range and the feeble efforts of htinan rea-
son, even when under the sway of the most exalt-
ed understanding, and enlighteued by the accu-
mulated teasures of science and learning. !

The Beriptures resplendent with these truths,
we have good grounds to believe, are to be brought
liome to the knowledge and acceptance of every
people, and to carry with them the inestimable
blessings of peace, hiwnanity, purity and happi-
ness over every part of the lrabitable giobe.

The general diffusion of the Bible is the most ef-
{ectual way to.civilize. and bumanize mankind;
to puri{y and exalt the general system of public
morals ; to give efficacy to the just precepts of in-
ternational and municipal law ; to enforce the ob-
servance of prudence, temperance, justice and {or-
titude, and to improve all the relations of social
and domestic life.

It is well known, that there exists a system of
moral duties which are considercd to be of imper-
{ect obligation, because they are not within the
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cognizance of human laws. Such, among others,
are the duties of charity, benevolence, gratitude,
the domestic affections, truth, fidelity, and the
loye of our neighbor. These are necessarily left
hy human lawgivers in a great degree to the gov-
ernment of couscience. But the Bible takes no-
tice of all such duties. It most pointedly con-
demns every species of cruelty, unkindness, un-
charitableness, selfishness, and hardness of heart,
and it comes in aid of the civil Jaw.by the univer-
“sality and the precision of its commands, and by
the energy and severity of its denunciations.
Human laws labor under many other great im-
perfections., They extend 10 external actions on-
ly. They cannot reach that eatalogue of secret
crimes waich are comunitted without any withess,
save the All-sening Kye of that Being whose pres-
ence is every where, aud whose Iaws reach the hid-
den recesses of vice, and carry thelr sanetions-to-
the thoughts aud intents of the heart. In this view,
the doctrines of the Bible supply all the delicien-
cies of human laws, and lend an essential aid to
the administration of justice.
-~ The institution of Bible Societies upon a large
and liberal plan, and free from the influence of po-
litical and sectarian .policy, may therefore be just-
ly regarded ag'noble and munificent foundations
of charity, of which the history of the world prior
to the present age, had not afforded any adequate
example, The British and Foreign Bible Sociely
tuok the lead in this glorious careey,.and it has shed
unfading lustre on the British name and nation,
Its course has been crowned with transcendent
success. . By means of the commerce, the colonies,
‘the arts, the laarning and the astonishing resour-
ces of Great Britain, versions of the Bible in al-
- most all the languages of the Eastern Continent
diave been circulated throughout the world,  She
haslavished her treasures and dispersed her agents
in this great cause, as far and ds wide as the region
of commerce., Nothing can be more truly cheer-
ing to the friends of mankind than the contempla-
tion of the progress of this universal dominion of
Christian charity. It seems to be accelerating the
fulfilment of that early propheey, that all the?aéii-'

I
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heey, t
ilies of lhe earthi should be blessed. . It is'a con-
quest infinitely surpassing in lustre and in value the |
transient splendors and disastrous nronuments of
military fame. "The success which has attended
the girculation of the Scriptures will be as durabie
as it has beén illustrions. The sceptre of power
may change hands, émpires may be shaken to their
foundations, and the generations of en pass away
like the leaves of autvmn ; but the cause of the Bi.
ble will withstand the tempest. . It is founded on |
the Rock of ages. It is the uracle of the God o
Drutl, and wo are assured that He huth establigh.-
ed the world by ldis wisdom, and that juslice and
Judgment are the habilation of his throre.

The success which has mavkeéd the progress of
our own National Bociety, though it be still in its
infancy, is of the most consoling and animating
kind. - We have the ntinost encouragement and
are under the strongest obligations to future exer-
tion. “The station which this Society occupies in
this Western Hemisphere, and as the Representa-
tive of-a great National Intervest, is lofty and com-
manding, and it carries with it a correspondent
respunsibility, -The tervitories of the United
Beates, to which olir guardian care more particu.-
tarly applies, areof immense extent, and the pop-

|
American Bible Sociely.

| JuNE,

ulation which they inclose, increases with amazing
rapidity. 'The tide of emigration is rolling west-
ward with an irresistible momentam. The whole
of the iinmense valley of the Mississippi with its
tributary waters, is filling up as by enchantment,
with an enterprising and hardy race of men, who
will eventually people all the majestic solitudes of
the western world ; and it is most earnestly to be
desired that they may be enabled to carry with
them, not only the arts of civilized life and the gen-
ius of our free Institutions ; but the Gospel itself
in its simplicity and purity, over every lofty bar-
rier, until they shall have reached the shores of the
Pacific Qcean. It is difficult to contémplate,
without emotions of awe and reverence, the mnag-
nitade of the duty which this Society has in charge,
—to see that the circulation of the Bible keeps
pace with the increasing demands of our country.
dr ought we to be unmindful of the wants and
wishes of the other nations of this new world, who
seemn to have a domestic claim. 1o our sympathy
and assistance. Most of them have recently eman-
cipated themselves from the yoke of civil tyrran-
ny, and they are preparving to burst the bands of
superstition, to diffuse the means of education, and -
to awaken as from the sleep of death into the light
and liberty of the Gospel. In estimnating the ex-
tent of our own duty, it ought not to be {orgotten
that Providence has blessed our country with ex-
traordinary prosperity, and raised us rapidly to
an exalted pitch of "national glory. We are at
this moinent commanding the admiration of the
world, by the magnitude, the rapidity and the so-
lidity of our internal improvements, and the spirit
of enterprise which is every where in action.—
We are driving a foreign conunerce over every
sea where tide waters roll, and winds can waft the
flag of our Nation. The Constitution of the Uni-
ted States, is looked up to, by all the people of
this new contient, as a mode!l of excellence and
itmitation.- This Society is therefore but just en-
tering upon its vast career of usefulness and duty,
aud 1t 15 incumbent upoen us to see’ that our exer-
tions, * grow with our growth and'strengthen with
our sirengily’* and: céntinue commuensurate i a
reasonable degree, to our means and our charace
ter. | . .
With the blessing of Heaven we have hitherto
done wonders, und we ouglit not on this oceasion
to withhold the pnblic expression of our gratitude
to the distinguished individuals who have given to
this Society their munificent patronage, their dis-
interested services and their ardent zeal. And
considering the particular motion which I have the
honot to secoid, I 'would beg leave respectfully to

f | unite with the’ gentleman who has preceded me,

in adding my humble tribute of respect and reve-
rence to the memory of the late senior Vice Pres-

1ident of this Society, with whom I bad the honor

to be . acquainted, and whose pure and excellent
character had excited universal love and esteem.
INo person appedrad to me to he mors entirely ex-
empted from the baneful influence of narrow and
selfish considerations, or who pursued more stead-
ily-and successfully the vivid lights of Christian
philanthropy. e was eminently distinguished
i the whole eourse of his life for benevolence of
temper, for purity of principle, for an exact and
zealous discharge of duty, for simplicity of man-
ners, for unpretending modesty of deportment and
for integrity of heart. It was his business and his
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delight to afford consolation to the distressed, to
relicve the wants of the needy, 1o instruct the ig-
norant, to reclaim the vicious, to visitthe fatherless
and the widow in thewr affliction, and to keep him-
self unspotted from the world. Such a portrait is
not to be drawn from all the records of heathen
antiquity. It presents an elevation of moral gran-
deuy - % above all Greek, above all Roman fame.”
It belongs to Christianity alone to form and to an-
imate such a character. |

[
 —

QroraE GRIFFIN, ESQ. i seconding the mo-
tion for accepting the report,
. "T'he efficacy of the Bible in preparing man {or
the great and decisive interview betwixt him and
his Creator, is a theme which. I leave to consecra-
ted lips. Nor will I now attempt to pourtray its
influence on individual man in his earthly pilgri-

mage,~—how it elevates him from a worm of the

dust into a candidate for-the skies—how it siuooths
the pillow of disease and pain—how 1t sustains
hiin in those scenes of deep affliction when the

hand of God hath riven his heart, and nothing but

the balm. of God can heal it. My present ohject
is to hint at the intimate connexion between the
Bible and our national prosperity. The destinies
of our beloved country are peculiarly asSociated
with the Bible. It wus under the auspices of the
- Bible that our country wassettled : it was the Bible
that conducted the pilgrim to our eastern, and the
friend to our central wilderness. If the revolution
which muade us free, difteied in mildness of char-
acter fronyall previous revolutions, it was because
the Bible mitigated its severity. 1If our emancipa-
ted country has risen from infaney. to vigorous
yoyth, if she is now hailed as the hope of the world,
the tyraut’s dread, and the patriot’s hoast--let her
thank her statesmen muach, let her thank her Bi-
hle more. - |

A. despotic government may subsist, and per-
haps prosperously too, sithout the Bible: a re-
public cannot. - A republic cannat, like a despotic
govermment, be sustained by force. - She cannot,
like the despot, tame her children into heartless
subinission by the bayonets of a mercenary army ;
her bayonets - are reserved for the invading (oe,~—
she must depend for domestic tranquillity-—{or
preserving her mild institutions pure and unige
paired, on the wide diffusion of moral principle.
Weré men angels, they would need no govern-
snent but the precepts of their Creator; were they
devils, they must be bound.in adamantine chains;
and as they approximate the one state, or the oth-
er, their guverminent may be free, or inust be se-
vere, The patriot then, as well as the Christian,

may anxiously inguire what are the best means of

promoting the surest foundation of human virtue.
‘The melioration of the moral condition of fallep
man has been in every age a favourite object with
the philanthropic legisiator, For this object So-
lon propounded his theory, and Liyecurgos his the-
ory, and the Roman Nuna his, T'he Being who
made muan has also condescended to propose a
- plan for his moral improvement—a plun exceed-
Ing in effect all human systews as far as the legis-
lator of the heavens surpasses in wisdomn the
statesmen: of the earth. "The Bible is not a
scheme of abstract faith and doctrine ; its great ob-
ject is to render man virtuous Bere, aud thus pre-
pare him for happiness hereafter. For this pur-

pose it addresses itself to all his fears and all his.

|
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hopes. It fastens its benign influence upon him
at the dawn of childhood, and never leaves or for-
sakes him unless his conscience becomes seayed :
and even then it hangs up before his intellectual
vision a ¥ fearful looking for-of judgment,” which,
though it cannot melt him into pehitence, makes
him falter in the career of guilt. Not confined,
like the code of honour, to the circles of the great,
it visits'too the abodes of penury ; and it sees the
orphans destitute, friendless, perhaps about to he-
come the victim of temptation, and kindly pro-
vides an Asylum for the little outcast, and trains
him up for future usefulness; it finds the spend-
thrift, bankrupt in fortune, character and hope,
“fit for treasons, stratagems, and spoils,” and
with a (ather’s voice calls hack the desperate and
starving prodigal to the rich banquet of virtue ; in
short, it pervades every department of society, and
brings its variegated mass within the influences of
thatciligh moral principle which is¢ the only substi-
tuce for despotic power, This controlling and sus-
taining prineiple has no substantial basis but the
Bible; its other foundations have ever proved to
be sand ; the Bible is found to be its only rock.—
A republic withont the Bible will inevitably be-
come the victim of licentiousness; it contains
within itsell the turbulent and untameable ele-
meats of its own destruction. There is po “po-
litical liden for fallen man, save what the Bible
jprotects, .

A republic without the Bible, never did and ne-
ver can permanently confer national happiness.
The renowned commonwealths of heathen anti-
quity formn alas no exception, Even classic
{rreece—that intellectual garden, that birth place
and home of the artist, that fairy land of elo-
quence and poesy—-was not the abode of wide
spread and permanent felicity, Destitute of the
“anchor” of the Bible, ¢ which is both sure and
stedfast,” that brilliant but hapless republic was
perpetually tossed, and finally wrecked on the
troubled sea of anarehy., If we pass on to contem-
plate the republic of martial Rome, the-eye will

be dazzled indeed with the ﬁluries of her splendid

few, but the heart sickened with thé érimes and
variegated wretchiedness of her miserable many.
In modern times the experiment has been made
of creating a republic without the Bible—made
too under every circumstance that could aid the
hope of success—the fairest [ilortion of the Euro-
pean continent selected as the ample theatre of
operition—the profoundest statesmen, the most

ledrned philosophers, the most chivalious and

able chieftains, the mightiest combination of tal-
ent the world ever beheld—united in the daring
enterprise. The *terrible republic” was created :
but from her withering eye, and polluting touch,
and deadly embrace, even the fathers that -had
formed her recoiled with dismay and sought re-
fuge from the workmauship of their own hands
under the banners of an iron despotisia. " Her
rgign was indeed * the reign of terror.,” No hu-
man bistorian can adequately record its horrorg.—
But there is an historian above who has faithfully
recorded them. And when that historian shall
one day open his portehtous volume, in the pres-

ence of the judgment soat, and of angels and of

inen, and read the record of the deeds commirted
on tus “ball of the earth,” perhaps no part, savé
that containing the crucifixion of the Judge him-
self, will produce deeper emotionin the ranks of
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assembled creation, than the page crimsoned with | the assassination of the kin
the atrocities of the unbaptized and Bible rejecting | er the following facts.

républic of France. o |
Liet our own beloved republic cling to her Bible.

It can % counsel her counsellors and teach her sen-
ators wisdom.” It has hitherto rolled on the tide
of our national prosperity without ebb or intermis-
sion.  Are there any patriots who sometimes cast

Burmal.

{June,
g of Ava, from which we gath-

After the capture of Rangoon by the British for-
ces, * his Majesty was very much displeased witls
the late Grovernor of Rangoon’s conduct. O hig
arrival at the court of Ava, he was ill treated and
punished, and the Kiog blamed the Queen. This
personage was married to a female cousin of the

a foreboding glance at the uture? Contempla- | Queen, and had been appointed through her influ-

ting the period so near at hand, wheu our exten-
-81ve country covered with a population proportion-
ate to its resources, shall contain more millions |
than any other civilized nation can call its own,——
contemplating at the same time the nild and un-
pretending character of our vepublican institutions,
divested as they are of all the imposiiig trappings
and formidable apparatus of despotic power, and
comrparing the unassuming gentleness of those in-
stitutions with the mighty mass over whose desti-

ol

ence. It had always been the Queen’s policy to
sel all the province under the management of her
brother § and to appoint their own people and re-
Jations to the local governments, |
- When the town of Rangoon was taken by the
British forces, and so many vessels came, an ex-
press was sent up by tlie Raywoon of Rangoon,
'The Ministers were alarmed, and did not dare to
represent the matter, and read the despatches be-
fore the King. - |

1

nies they are to preside—do these t‘uraﬁb‘d‘tngfpnrtr‘r-“—&ﬂe;-—tluﬁexfair.miun of a few days Cheva Mup-

- riots, with such views before them, sometimes fear
that the goverment bequeathed to us™ by our fath-
ers, will not be strong enough for our children ;
that it will be unable to Iift its maternal voice'to
that tone of awful dignity, which can hush the
contending elements of faction, and say with con-
trolling effect to the stormy passions of so thany
millions; “thus far shall ye come and no farther,
and here shall your proud waves be staid ?” To
such patriots I would say, Supply any lack of po-
litical force by augmenting the potency of the mao-
val principle. Distribute with an uasparing hand
that Bible which is the aliment ofthe moral prin-

ciple. You caiinot, 1f you would, sink your coun-
“trymen into slaves; elevate them then to the rank
of virtuous frecemen, Let the circulation of the
Bible be cemmensurate with your population ;
place it in every hovel whose smoke ascends from
the suburbs of your cities, in every hut that breaks
in upon the stillnes of your remotest wilderness—
The Bible can do more for your country than her
ablest generals; it can preserve her dpmestic tran-
quillity, and transmit her whole circle of blessings
to the latest posterity, better than could hosts of
standing armies, - -

The friend of the Bible is the friend of his couns
try. His véice'may have been--unheard in her
couheils, but his time dnd his talents are nevérthe-
less employed in her best service. His ships may
have brought no gold to her coffers, but he has
multiplied the resources of her moval treasury,—
He may not have added to the produce of her soil
by cavsing “two spears of grass to grow where
one grew befove,” but he has plainted the rose of
Sharon in the midst of ber moral deserts. And |
that distinguished' soldier of the revolution, who
has just been removed from our circle into the |
more imediate presence of the great Captain of
his salvation, whilst so kindly devoting the eve- |
ning . of his philanthropic life to the interests of |
this Society, whose ninth anniversary we are con-
vened to-celebrate, whilst animating its exertions
by his own example, and watching over all its des-
Linies with such parental solicitude, rendered the
country that gave him birth a less splendid indeed,
but not less important service, than when he drew
nis youthful sword in her defence.

- T
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Lie: Caleutta Gazette of Dee. containg a narrative of

| were pre

ga, one of the Ministers, determined at all avents,
to speak out, and ook the despatehes in one morn-
ibg to a great audience, and made a Secretary
read them loud, which created general ennsterna-
tion among all the people who were assembled.
The King, hunself, lust his speech, and sit stupifie
ed for bulfan hour; then, without saying any thing,
rose from his seat and went in and laid down up-
on his couch very uneasy. "The Queen came to
comfort him, but he would not speak to her, and
began to discover his mistake. For three days he
never spoke to any one, nor asked a question con-
eertting’ Rangoon being -taken ly the British for-
ces, and grew very cool towards the Queen, which.
alarmed her much; -

“His Majesty came ont on the fourth morfing
into the general asseinly and ordered the youny

| Prince, heir apparent to the Crown, Chukiamen,

to attend. T'he Prince obeyed the summouns, in-
stantly came to the Palace, and took hisseat. His

DMajesty asked bim if he knew of the capture “of

Rangoon, by the British forces, and the occurren -
ces in Henzawaddy (Pegue.) Heaunswered in the
negative.  After some conversation had’ passed,
the youtii opencd Ius mimd, by telling his Maujesty
he was -ugt at all surprised at what had happened,

for the dawn of the day never cones by the ciow

of the hen, but by thatof the cock.”

“The King was much ashamed at this Lin
before all the Assembly, and said not a word in
reply. 'The Prince then took his leave and re-
tired. , |

“The King was much employed- at all ties
with Astrologers who found his time to reign pros.-
perously, was only three yeirs, and if he lived lon-
ger and retained the management of- affairs, his
government would be unsuccesstul 3 so he sent {ur
his son, and made hitm a nomingl King, and ap-
peinted Moun-islioe-Za to be regent during his mj-
nority. Every order wasissued in the name of the
new King, to avert the calamity and misery which
dicted to be impending over the king-
dom, "~ | .

“The Quéen was not well pleased with this
change in the Government ; the King’s behaviour
towards her, also, was not the same as before, ant
knowing that she had many encmies, and being
suspicious of approaching danger, she consulted
privately with her brother regarding their predica-
ment, and took great care always to keep near the
King. She coutrived afterwards, by bribes and



