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CONVENTION' , 
At NEW - CAS T L E, 

For the DEL A If' ARE STAT E, 

Begun the 27th Day of AuguP, 1776, and contirtued by Adjourn.: 
ment to the. 21ft Day of Stpttm6tr following. 

Names of the ME M B E Jl 5 ele8:ed, to ""it, 

For NtW-Ctljllt County. ' 
Nicholas Yanayit, 
Ricbtlrd Ctl1lt'Wtll, 
;4J-n,.~ J"I#;".., r' , 

For Klnt County; 
'Ihom4s GIllins. 
ClMrlts Ridgtly; 

JDhn '1 hD1IIp[on, 
-:A/Jraham Rohinfln, 
CJ'homas M' Ktan, 

. G,eorge Rtad, Pretident~ 
John Evans, 
John Ltll~ 
,~bn jonts. 

For Suffix County. 
1aeD6 Moort, 
Jalnts Rtncb, 
Ifalle Bradley, 
10hn Wi/lila'll, 
ffalle Rarfty, 
Willia", P(J/I~ 
lojhulJ Hill, 
Ptttr Hu"6trt~' 
Phil/ips KO/lDclt, 
Altxllndtr Laws. 

:r-"'~~ ttyttn, 
R;(hlJrd BIlj[ttt, 
Jacob Stout, 
101m CDOI, 
SlIlIIutl WtH. 
john Clarkt, 
'Tho.IlS Whitt, 
Richtu-J LDtkwHJ. 

TIlE Oath and Affirmation with the Declaration taken, made 
and fubfcribed by the Members tefpeantely: 

I 
will to the utmoft 

of mv Power fupport and maintain the ,ndependence of 
· s statc as declared- by the Honorable the ~ontincnttJ Con-

A p. 
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grefs; and I will to the utmoft of my Ability endeavo~r to 
forn1 fnch a Syftem of Government for the p~f)ple of this State 
as in my Opinion may b,c ,beft adapted tc? promote th.ei.r ~1.tPl)inefs~ 
and fecure to them the Enjoyment of their natural, clvil and religi­
ous Rights and Privileges. 

I '. , do profefs Faith in 
God the Father, and In Jc1us Chnft hIs only ~on, and in the 

Iloly Ghufl, one God bIefIed for evernl0re; and I do acknowlcdrye 
the floly scriptures of the Old and New Tefialn~nt to be given bV 
divine i1l4)iration. .I 

A DECl,ARATION of RIGI-ITS and FLT~­

D:\~1ENT4-\rol RULES of" the DEL A­

"T./1 RES TAT E, formerly fiiled the 

GOYCrnll1ent of t11e Counties of ~\rcw-CaJl!e, 

Kellt and SIIJlex, upon Delm::are. 

J. T HAT all Government of Right originate, from the Peo .. 
lie, l~ (OUl1l1t:ll iIi Cv.ul"'u,,:). ", .. 1), L40 •• .l : •• ~l.: .......... J r~ldy f~r 

the Good of the Whole. 

2. TH A T all 7vtcl1 have a natnral and ll'1aJien3bJe R jg~lt to \\'or­
filip Al:l1ighty God according tll the l)ictatl."s of lh~·jr ovvn Coa­
iCi~nces and lTndt:rftandings; and that n\) :\lan <'/u~;ht or of Rirr':t 
can he c.>lnpclled to att~lld any religious \Vorlhip or riLlintain ~~1V 
!\linitl,.v contrary to or againfl hi::; own free \\'ill and Conj~nt) ~l;Hl 
that no~ Authority C.ln or ought to be velled in, or a{rUIll'~d by any 
Powt:r whatc:ver, that fhall ill any Cafe interfere with or in anv :\Jail­
ncr contronl thl.: Right of Cuniciencc in the tree E~erciic uf rI..Ll~i ... 
ous \\' orihip. 

3. TII:\ T all Perfons profcfling the Chriftian Religion ought for­
ever to tnjoy equal Rights and Privilegcs in this State, untels under 
Colour of Religion any Man difturb the Peace, the 11al'pillcis or 
Saftty of Society. 

4. 'THAT the People of this State ha\'c the fole, exclufive and 
Inherent Right of governing and regulating the internal PoLcc of 
the l~llnc. 

5. TUA T Pcrfons intruficd with the Lcgiflative and Executive 
Powers arc the l'rufiecs and Servants of the Public, and as furh 
accountablc for their Condu\.9:; \\'bercfore \vhenevcr the Ends of 
C()\crnmcnt are perverted, and r u')lic Liberty nlaniteflly endanger­
ed by the Legiflative finr.:ly, or a treacherous Combination of both, 
the People may, and of Right ought to, cftablifu a nc\V or reform 
the old Go\,ernment. 6. THA r 
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6. THA T the Right in the People to participate in the LegiOatul'c 

is the Foundation of Liberty and of all free Government, and far 
this End all Eleaions ought to be free and frequent, and every Free­
man having fufficient Evidence ot a permanent common Interetl: 
with, and Attachment to, the Comlnunity, harh a Right of Suf­
frage. 

7. THAT no Power of fufpending Laws, or the Execution of 
Laws, ou~1\t to be exercifed, unlefs by the Legiflature. 

R. TH A T for Redr~fs of Gricvlnces, and for amending and 
firengtlll. ... ning of the La\vs, the Lc~illature ought to be frequently 
convcned. 

9. TH AT every \[an hath a Right to p~tition the Legiflature for 
the Redrds of Grievances in a peaceable and orderly Manner. 

10. THAT e:ery 1\1cmhcr of Society hath a Right to be protected 
in the En;l»)'n1t.:nt· of Life, Libcrty and Property, and therefore is 
bound to contribute his Propartion to\vards the Expenee of that 
P.rot~t1ion, and yield his perfonal Service \vhen neceflary, or an 
Eqaivalent thereto; but no Part of a 1\lan's Property can be jufily 
taken fronl him or apj>lied to publi~ U Jes without his own Confcnt 
or that of his legal RcprefentCt.tivcs: Nor can any !\fan that is COll­

fcientioutly fcrupulous of bearing AnllS in any 'Cafe be iufily conte 
IM:llclI ll1\,;l \,;\.v 11 U\:: \0'\ 111 1M J nil-II cllulvalCnt. 

I ]. l~IIA T re,trofpccrive Laws, l)llniiliing Offences committed be-' 
. fore the Exifh:ncc of fuch Laws, are opprefIive and unjuft, and 

ought not to be Inadc. 

12. THA T every Freeman for every Injury done him in his Good~~ 
Lands or Perfon, hy any other Perron, ought to have Rernedy by 
the Courr~ of the La\v of t:1C Land, and ought to have Juftice 
anct Right for the Injury done to him freely without Sale, fully 
\\,:thout any l)cnial, and fi)ccdily y;ithollt Delay, according to the 
Law of the Land. 

13. Tn A T Trial hy Jury of Facts where they arire is one of the 
greateft S~curitics of the Lives, Liberties anJ Eftates of the People. 

14. THAT in all Profccutions for criminal Offences, every Man 
hath a Right to he informed of the Accu(ltion againft him, to be 
allo\\'<:d Counfe1, to he confronted with the AccuJers or Witnetfcs, 
to cxanline E\'idcncc on Oath in h~:; Favour :lnd to a fpeecly Trial hy 
an impartial Jury, without \vhole ullJnilnOUs Confent he ought not 
to be found Guilty. 

] ". Til A T no 1\1an in the Courts of common Law ought to he 
compelled to give E\,idcIlCl' 3gainil: himfelf. 

16. Til AT cxccfli,'c Bail ought not to be required, nor cxcdTivc 
Fines i:npofcd, nor crud or unufual Puni{hmcnt~ inflicted. 

i7' TUAT 
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I j. £ 11."-! ..tu u c..l"~u"'; without Oath to l",,,,,:u IUlpel:lCU !""lace, 

or to feize any Perfon or his Property, are grievous and oppreffive: 
and aU general Warrants to fearch fufpe8:ed Place~, or to apprehend 
all Perfons fufpeClcd without naming or defcribing the Place or any 
Perfon in (peoal, are illegaJ and ought not to be granted. 

J 8. TUA T a well regulated ~1iJitia is the proper, natural and fafe 
Defence ot a free Government. 

19. TIl A T !landing Armies are dangerous to Liberty, and ought 
flot to be raited or kept up without the Confcnt of the Legiflature.' 

20. Tn A T in 311 Cafes and at all Tirnes the Military ought to be 
under firia Subordination to and governed by the Civil Power. 

2 J. THAT no Soldier ought to be quartered in any Houfe in 
Time of Peace without the lonlent of the Owner; and in Time 
of \Var in fuch Manner only as the Legifiature fuall direcl. 

22. THAT the Independency and Uprightnefs of Judges are ef­
fential to the impartial Adminitlration of Juftice. and a great Secu­
rity to the Rights and Liberties of the People. 

23. THAT the Liberty of the Prefs ought to be inviolably pre~. 
reeved. 

The CONSTITUTION or SYSTEM of 

GOVERNMENT, agreed to and refolved 

upon by the Repref~ntatives in full CON­

VENTION of the DELA'V ARE S T A TE~ 

formerly (tiled the Government of the Coun-

ties of .l\Tew-Coflle, Kent and Suffix, upon 

Delaware, the faid Reprcfentatives being 

chofen by th~ Freemen of the faid State for 

that exprefs Purpofe. 

Article I. T It E Government of the Counties of Ntw-Cajllt, 
Ktnt and SuJ/ex t upon Delaware, fhall hereafter 111 

all Public and other .writilli5 ~ called, T H ~ DEL A WAR E 
S TAT E. - 2. THE 
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2. THE Legiflature {hall be formed of twodiftin8 Branches :-They 

thall meet once or oftener in every Year, and ihall be called TH& 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF DELAWARE. 

3" ONE of the Branches of the Legiflature fball be called THB 
IIOUSE or ASSEMBLY, and thall confift of (even Reprefentatives. 
to be chofen for each County annuaHy of fum Perfons as are Free­
holders of the fame. 

4. THE other Branch fhall be called THE COUNCIL, and con fill 
of nine Members, three to be chofen for eacb County at the Time 
of the firft Election ot the Alfembly, who fuall be Freeholders of 
the Coltllty for which they are chofen, and be upwards of twenty­
five Years of Age. At the End of one Year aftet the General 
EleClion, the CounCeJlor who had the fmalJeft Numberof Votes in 
each County Alall be difplaced, and the Vacancies thereby occafioned 
fupplied by the Freemen ot each County choofing the fa!l1e or a­
nother Perfon at a new Eleflion in Manner aforefaid. At the End 
of two Years after the firft General EIeB:ion, the Counfellor who 
ftood fecond in Num'ber of Votes in each County lhall be difplacedll 

and the Vacancies thereby Otcafiontd fupplicd by a new Elealon in 
Manner 'aforefaid. And at the End of three Years from the firft 
general Eleaion, the Counfellor who had the greateft Number of 
Votes in each Cooaity fhaU be dif~laccd~ and the y acancies thcr~by 
occafioned fupplied by a new EleCtion in Manner aiorefaid. And 
this Rot~tion of 2 COlln.G.llo... l.':n6 cI:rt'I"'\.~ HI. [he RnA of three 
Years in each County and his Office fupplied by a new Choice ihall 
be continued -afterwards in due Ordera~nu,Uy fOreYcr, whereby, after 
the tirft general Ele8tion, a Counfellor will remain in Trull for three 
Years from the Time of his being elected, and a Counfellor will 
be difplaeed and the flJDc or another chofen in each County at cv,.~ 
ry EIcaiou. 

s. THE Right of Suffrage in the EleCtion of Memben for botb' 
Houfes fhall remain as exercifed by Law at prefent j and each Houre 
{hall choofc its own Speaker, app>int its own Officers, judge ot the 
~lalifications and EleEtions of its own Metnbers, fettle its OWIl 

Rules of Proceedings and direct Writs of Ele8ion for fupplying 
intermediate Vacancies. They may alfo feverally exrl any of their 
own Members for Mifbebaviour, but not a (econ Time in the 
fame Semons tor the fame OfFence, if re ... eleaed; and they lhall 
have all other Powers necdfary for the Leplature of a free and In­
dependent State. 

6. ALL Money-Bill~ for the Support of GovernMent than origi-' 
nate in the Houfe of Affembly, and may be altered, amended or re­
jeaed by the Legiflative Council. All other Bills and Ordinances 
may take Rife in the Houfe of ARembly or Legiflative Council, 
and may be altered, 4mended or reje&ed by either. 

7. A PRESIDENT or " Chief Magiftnte {hall be chofm by joint Bal~ 
lotof both "ouCes, to be taken in the Houfe of Affembly, and the 
Box examined by the Speakers of each Houte in the Prefence of the 
'other Members, and in Cafe the Numbers for the two hi,heft 

B ia' 
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In Votes fhould be equal, then the Speaker of the Councillhall have 
an additional cafting Voice, and the Appointment of the Perfon who 
has the Majority of Votes ihall be entered at large on the Minutes 
and Journals of each I-Ioufc, and a Copy thereof on Parchment, 
certified and figned by the Speakers refJlel.9:ive1y. and Cealed with the 
Great-Seal of the State, which they are hereby authorifed to affix, 
fhall be delivered to the Perfon fo chofen Prefident, who {hall con­
tinue in that Office three Years and until the Sitting of the next Ge­
neral Affcmblyand no longer, nor be eligible until the Expiration of 
three Years after he thall have been out of that Office. An ade­
quate but moderate Salary (hall be fettled on him during his cont'n~­
ance in Office.-Ile 'may (traw for fuch Sums of Money as {hail be 
appropriated by the General Aif\!mbly, and be accountable to them 
for the famc.-He may by and with the Advice of the Privy-Council, 
lay Embargoes or prohibit the Exportation of any COlnmodity for a­
ny Time not exceeding thirty Days in the Recefs of the General Af­
fembly.-He {han have the Power of granting Pardons or Re­
prieves, except \vhere the Profccntion fhall be carried on by the 
Houfe of Afiembly, or the L3\V fualJ otherwife direB-. in which Cafes 
no Pardon or Reprieve Ihall be granted but by a Refolve of the 
Houie of Affembly :-And may exercife an the other executive Pow­
cr~ of Government, linlited and reftrained as by this Conftitution is 
mentioned, and according t~ the Laws of the State. And on his 
Death, Inability or Abfence from the State, the Speaker of the Le­
giflative Council for the l'ime being fhal1 be Vice-Prdident, and in 
C.afe of his D~dlb, 1!'Abil~t)" ~' .. .Abl~nrp from the State. the Speaker 
()f the Houfe of Aflenlbly {hall have the Powers of a Prefident Ull-

til a new Nonlination is luade by the Gene~'al A{f(!mbly. 

R, A PRJ\'y-COUXCIL confifting of four Members {hall be choren 
l>y Ballot, two by the Legiflative Council, and two by the: Ho,ufe of 
Aifelnbly: Provided, that no regular Officer of the Army or Navy 
in the Service and Pay of the ('ontinent, or of this, or of any other 
Statc {hall ~ eligible. And a Mrmber of the LegiOative Council oc 
of the Houfe of Aifembly being chofen of the Privy-Council and ac­
cepting thereof fhall thereby lote his Seat. Three Members {hall be 
a Quorum) and their Advice and Proceedings thall be entered of Re­
cord and figned by the Members prefent, (to any Part of which any 
Member may enter his Diffcnt) to be laid befote the General AlIem­
bly when called for by theIne Two Members fhan be removed by 
Ballot, one by the Legiflativc Council and one by the Houfe of Afiem­
bly at the End of two Years, and thofe who remain the next Year 
after) who fhall fevcrally be ineligible for the three next Years. 
Thefe Vacancies as well as thofe occafioned by Death or Incapacity 
{hall be fupplied by new Elcaions in the fame Manner. And this 
Rotation of a Privy-Coun fcllor {hall be continued afterwards in due 
Order annually forever. The Prefident may by Summons convene 
the Privy-Council at any Time when the Public Exigences may re­
quire, and at fuch Place as he lhall think (noft convenient, when and 
where they are to attend accordingly. 

9. THE Pr~lident, with the Advice and Confent of the Privy­
Council, may embody the Militia, and act as Captain-General and 

Commandcl 
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Commander in Chief of them and the other Military Force of thllt 
State under the Laws of the fame. 

10. EITHER Houfe of the General Affembly may adjourn them .. 
felves refpeClively. The Prdident fuall not prorogue, adjourn or 
diifolve the General Afiembly, but he may with the Advice of the 
Privy-Councilor on the Application of a Majority of either Houfl\ 
call them before the Time they than frand adjourned, and the two 
Houfes thall always fit at the fame Time and Place, for which Pur­
pofe immediately after every Adjournment the Speaker of the Houle 
ot Aflembly fhall give NotIce to the Speaker of the other fIoufe of 
the Time to which the Houfe ot Affembly frands adjourned. 

I J. THE Delegates for Dt/awart to the Congrefs of the UN [T E D 

S TATES OF AM ERICA fhall be chofcn annually, or fuperfedcd in the 
mean TilDe, by joint Ballot of both Houfes in the General 
A1fcnlbly. 

12. THE Prelident and General AfTembly {hall by Jf)lnt Ballot 
appoint three J llilices of the Supreme Court for the State, one of 
whom {hall be Chief. J uilice, and a Judge ot Admiralty, and alto 
four }uftices of the Courts of Common Pleas and Orphans Courts 
for each County, one of \\,hom in each Court fhall be ftiled Cbirf 
juj1iCt, (and in 'Cafe' of Divifion on' the Ballot, the Prcfident fhall 
liave an additional cailing Voice) to be cOlnrniffioned by the Prefi­
oe.nt under the Great-Seal, v\'ho fhall contin.ue in Office during good 
BehavioUI' J Clnd dunng the ·rime the Jufbces of the {did Supr~me 
Court and Courts of COlnmon Pleas remain in Office they {hall 
hold none . other ~xcept in the Militia-Anyone of the Juftices of 
either of {aid Courts Ihall have Po\\'cr in Cafe of the non-coming 
of 'his. Brethren to open and adjourn the Court. An adequate 
fixed but moderate Salary {hall be fettled on them during their Con­
tinuance in Office. The Prefident and Privy-Council fhall appoint 
the Secretary, the Attorney-General, Rcgillers for the Probate of 
'Vilis and granting Letters of Adminiftration, Regiftcrs in Chance­
ry, Clerks ot the Courts of <":omm0rl-Pleas and Orphans Courts, 
and Clerks of the Peace, who {hall be commifiioned a!t aforclaid 
and remain in Office during five Years, if they behave the.nfdvrs 
well; during which Time the faid Regifters in Chancery and Clerks 
Jhall not be J ufticcs of either of the {aid Courts of which they are 
OtJicers, but they {hall have Authority to fign all \Vrits by them if­
fued, and take Recognizances of Bail. The Jufticcs of the Peace 
{hall be nominated by the Houf~ of AHembly, that is to fay, They 
fhall name t\venty-four Perfons for each County, of whom the 
Prefident, with the Approbation of the Privy-Council, fhall appoint 
twelve, who fhall be commiffionerl as aforcfaid, and continue ill 
Office during fe\'en Years, if they behave them(eh'es well; and in 
Cafe of Vacancies, or if the Legiflat~lhall think proper to in­
creafe the Number, they {hall be notniJ],a~.d and appointed in like 
:\ianner. The Members of the Legiflat.rand Privy-Councils {hall 
be Juftices of the Peace for the whole State, during their continu­
ance in Truft j and the J uftices of the Courts of Common Plc3s 
{ball be Confervators of the Peace in their refpecrive Counties. 

13. THE 
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r~. TIft; JUfli~r.s of the Courts lit C~:nmon Pleas and Orphans 
COl1i-ts (hall h~ve the Power of he,) ling inr.-;rior Court. of Chan .. 
ecry a)) heretoiore, unlefs the Legifiature lhall nthCi"'Nife rlireCt. 

J 4' 'faE Clerks of the Supreme CO! .. l {hall b~ appointed by the 
Chicf-JufilCe thereot, and the Re;orders of Deeds by the Juftices of 
the Courts of Common Pleas for tach County feverally, and com­
r.liHioned by th~ Prefident under the Great-Seal, and continue itt 
Office five '''ears, if the.y behave themfei~es well. 

J ~. THE Sheriffs and Coroners of the n:fpec1iv~ ~ounties fhall be 
(ho{~n annually as heretofore; and any Perion havillg ferved three 
Y C.lrs as Sheriff {hall be ineligible for three Years after; and the Pre­
JjJcnt and Privy-Council {hall have the Appointment of fuch of 
th~ two Candidates returned for (aid Offices of '\heritf and Coroner 
.1) they (hall think beft qualified, in the falne Manner that the 00-
\'l'l'110r heretofore enjoyed this Power. 

J 6. THE General Affenlbly by joint Ballot fh111 appoint the Ge­
nerals and Field-Officer~ .. and all other Officers in the Army or Na .. 
\'Y of this State. And the Prefidcnt may appoint during Plcafure. 
until otherwife direfted by the Lcgiilature, aU neceffary Civil Officers 
not hl:rein before mentioned. 

'7, THERE fhall he 30 Appeal trom the Supreme Court of De ... 
laWdre in !\1 atters of Law and EQuitv to a Court of feven Perfono, 
t ) c<,n', ~t ot t1~ Prcli<lcnt for Hae Time being. who Ihcdl prefitlt: 
tlh:n:in, and fix others, to be appointed, three by the Leglflative 
(>ullcil and three by'the Houle of Aficmbly, woo thalt continue 
in ()niLe during good Behaviour, and be commil1ioned by the Prc­
{itir.:nt under the (;rcat-Seal; which Court {hall be ftiled tfht C()urt 
,,1 Atptals, and have aU the Authority and Powe .. , heretofore gi­
\ III hy J Jaw in the lail Refort to the King jn Council under the 
<.ld (;ov.:nu~)cnt. The Secretary lhall be the c'1erk of this Court, 
:In<i Vacancies therein occafioned by Death or Incapacity thall be fup .. 
pti~d by new Ele~lions in Mclnner aforefaid. 

I H. TH E Jufticts of the Supreme Court and Courts of Common·. 
Plea3, the ~cmbers ot the Privy-Council, the Secretary, the Tmf­
t ~cs of tlte Loan-Office and Clerks of the Courts of Common .. Pleas, 
(luring their continuance in Office, and all Perfons concerned in 
anv Anny or Navy Contraas, fhall be ineligiole to either Haufe of 
Affcnlhl y; and any Member of either Houfe accepting of any other 
of the Offices herein before mentioned (excepting the Office of a 
Jutti(C of the Peace) fhall have his Scat thereby vacatedJ and a new 
Election {hall be ordered. 

J 9. THE Legiflative Council and AfTembly fhall have the p4.l\\rer 
of making the Great-Seal. of this State, which fuall be kept by the 
Prc{,dent, or in his Abfenee by the Vice-Prefident, to be ufed by 
t hem as occafion may require. It thall be called 'Ihe Grtat .. Sml of 
tht D,-/aWllrt Statl, and ihall be affixed to all Laws and Com­
milliuns. 

20. COM-



l 9 ] 
20. COMMISSIONS than run in the Name of TnE DELA '~T ARE 

ST ATE, and bear Teft by the Prefident. \Vrits iliall run in the fame 
Manner, and bear Teft in the Name ot the Chiet-JU11ice or Jl.Hice 
fuR: named in the Commiffions for the feveral Courts, and be feaIcd 
with the Public Seals of fuch Courts. Indictments {hall conclude, 
againft the Peace and Dignity of the State. 

21. IN Cafe of Vacancy of "the Offices above direcred to be fil­
led by the Prefidcnt and General Affemblv, the Preficit!nt and Privy­
Council may appoint others in their Stead until tht!re fhall be a 
new' EleCl:ion. 

22. EVERY Perfon, who fhall be chofen a Member of either 
Houfe, or appointed to any Office or Place of rrruft, beforr taking 
his Seat, or entering upon the Execution of his Office, fhall take 
the foUowing Oath, or Affirmation if confcientiouOy fcrupulous of 
taking an Oath, to wit; 

(( I A. B. will bear true Allegiance to the Dd(l~·."'t' Statc, fuhmit 
cc to its Conftitutiull and Laws, and Jo no Act wittingly whL'rc­
U by the Freedom thereof may be prejudiced." 

And alfo make and fubfclibe the following Declaration) t(J 

'wit, , 

tl I .A. B. do profefs Faith in God the Father, and in Jcfus Chritt 
" his only Son, and in the Holy Ghoil, one' C;od blcHed fOf 
"cvc;nuorej and I do (\ol~no ...... led~ t:h,· II\.Jly !kript\l1"C~ of the 01(1 
U and .NewCeltament to be given by divine lnfpiration." 

And All Ohlcers (hall alio take an Oath of Office. 

23., THE Prefident when he is out of Office and \\>ithin eighteen 
Months after, and all others, offending againl1 the State either by 
Mal-Adminiftration, Corruption or other 1\1C3J1S, by which the 
Safety of the Conlnlonwealth may be endangered, within l'ighteen 
Months after the Offence committed, ihall be inlp~lchahlc by the 
Houfe of Affembly betore the L.:giflative Council: ~uch ltnpcach­
ment to be profecuted by the Attorney-General or fuch other I'cr1~)n 
Or Perfoils as the Houfe ot A{fcnlbly may appoint, according to tht! 
Laws of the Land. If found Guilty, he or they fhall be eithcr for­
ever difabletl to hold any Office under Government, or remOVl'<i froln 
Office pro ttmport, or fubjecrcct to fuch Pains and Pcnaltit:s as the 
Laws {hall direct. And all Officers fuall be remvved on Con\'iClion 
of Mitbehaviour at Commcn Law or on Imptachment, or upon the 
Addrefs of the Gc::neral Afiembly. 

24. ALL Acts of Aflcmbly in Force in this State on the fifteenth 
Day of May laft (and not htreby altered, or contrary to the ReJ(J­
lutlons of Congrefs, or of the late Houle of .-\ffelllbJy ot thi., State) 
Ihall fo continue until altered or repealed by the Legiflaturc of thi~ 
State, unlefs where they are temporary) in which Cafe they thall 
expire a, the Times refpeCt:ively limited for their Duration. 

C 25. Till 
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25. TilE Common Law of England, as well as fo much of the 
Statute La\v as have b(.-en heretofore adopted in ~icc in this 
State, than remain· in force, unlefs they fIlu!'· be altered by a future 
Law of the LegHlature; fuch Parts only excepted as are repugnant 
to the Rights: and Privileges contained ill this Conftitution aDd the 
Declaration of Rights, &c. agreed to by this Convention. 

26. No Perron hereafter imported into this State from Africa 
ought to be held in Slavery under any Pretence whatever, and no 
r\ cgroe, Indian or M u)atto Slave ought to be brou,ht into this State 
fur Sale froln any Part ot the World. 

27. THE firft EleCtion for the General Afiembly of this State 
f11all bt held on the tw~nty-6rft rtay of Ofloher next, at the Court 
lloofcs in the fcveral Counties, in the Manner heretofore ufed in the 
EleCtion of the Aifembly, except as to the Choice of Infpeaors and 
AHefi()J"s, where AncHors have not been chofen on the fixteenth Day 
of Sct!('nlbt'r Infrant, which {hall be ulade on the Morning of the 
Day of EleCtion by the Elctlor~, Inhabitants of the refpethve Hun­
dreds in each County :-At which Time the Sheriffs and Coroners 
for the faid Counties refj>cCtively are to be eleCted: And the pretent 
Sheriffs of th~ Counties of J\Tew-Ca/lle and Kent may be re-chof~n 
to tll.1t Otiicc until the fir11: Day of OEiober in the Year of our Lord 
()ne 'lhoufand Seven Hunllred and Seventy-nin~, and the prefent 
Shl'riff for the County of SlJj/t~.\· Inay be re-chofcn to that Office 
until the firfl: Day of Oc1r,bcr in the Year of our LOIr} One Thoufand 
Seven I-Iunch'ed ahd Sc\'(;nty-eight, provided the Freemen think pro­
PCT to rc-t:lctl lltt;lll:l.l t:~l'. ~ .~\..JlCI"l EI.""aivl1; and the l'rcfent 5he­
lith and Coror~crs relpcL1IVd~\ thall contmue to exerctlt their Offices 
as heretufore until the Shl'J'itL ~llHl Coroners to be elected on the 
j~;d t\\'cntv-firfl I')av of C,,~hl·;·r' 1hall he cOlnmiffioned and fworn in­
to ()l"rice." l'he :Vl~nll?ers of the Le~iila~ivc C~uncil and Affclnbly 
ihall lncct for tran{actlng the Bufinds of the State on the tw.enty­
e!6h r h I)ay of 08r;bt'r next, and continue in Office until the firft 
I)~Y df Oelober which will be in the Year ()ne Thoufand Seven Hun­
dlt~l and ~cvcnfy-icven; on \vhicb I)ay, and on the firft Day cf 
()i.~ld'!·" in each Year forever after the Legiflative Council, Alfembly~ 
Shcr:Js and Coroners, ihall be chofen by Ballot in Manner direCled 
bv the (~veral Laws of this State for re~ulating Eleaions of Mem­
h~rs of AfIcnlbly and Sh~riffs and Coroners; and the General Affeln­
bly thall tneet on the twentieth Day of the fame )\fonth for the 
tr anfacring the Bufinefs of the State; and if any of the laid firft and 
twentieth Days of Olhher fhould be SU}:dllV, then and in fuch Cafe 
the Elections" Ihall be held and the General i\{1elnbly meet the next 
flay tollo\ving. 

2~L To pre,'ent any V'iolcnce or Force being ufcd at the {aid 
Elel~tions, no Perfons {hall cOlne armed to any of them; and no 
Muil:er of the ~1ilitia {hall be made on that Day, nor fhall any 
Battalivll or Company give in their Votes immediately fucceeding 
each other, if any other Voter who offers to vote objeCts thereto; 
nor ilia]] any Battalion or Company in the Pay of the Continent, 
or of thts or any other State be futfered to remain at the 'lime and 
Place of holding the {aid EleCtions, nor within one Mile of the 

faid 
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{aid Places refpeClively for twenty-four flours before the opening 
faid EleCtions, nor within twenty-four Hours after the fame are 
clofed, fo as in any Manner to :mpede the freely and conn:niently 
carrying on the faid Elellion: Provided always, that every EleCl:or 
may in a peaceable and orderly Manner give in his Vote on the 1aid 
Day of Election. 

29. THERE fhatl be no Eftabliihmcnt of anyone Religious Setl 
in this State in Preference to another j and no Clergyman or Preach­
er of the Gofpel of any Dcnolnination fhall be capable of holding 
any Civil Office in this State, or of being a 1\fenlher of ltither of 
the Branches of the Legiflature while they continue in the Exen.:itl: 
of the Paftoral Function. 

30. No Article of the Declaration of Rights and Fundamental 
Rules of this State, agreed to by this Con\cntion, nor the firfl, ic­
cond, fifth (except that Part thereof that relates to the Right of 
Suffrage) twenty-flxth and twenty-ninth Articles of this Conllitu­
tion, ought ever to be violated o~ "'tl'.~ Pt"(~t~li\.C whatever. No other 
Part of this Conftitution {hal. dlu;rcd, changed or diminiflled. 
\vithout the Confent of five Parts in {even of the AHcnlbly. an,1 
{even Members of the Lcgiilative Council. 

G E 0 R G ERE A D, Prefidcnt. 

R X 'T RAe cr fro", the JoU,.ntl. ~ 

Atteft. JAMES BOOTH, ~'Ikt 

W I L MIN (; 'T () N, 
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