CONVENTION'

At NEW-CASTLE,
Forthe DELAWARE STATE,

Begun the 27th Day of Auguff, 1776, and continued by Adjourn<
ment to the 21ft Day of Seprember following.

Names of the MEMB 2 R s elelted, #0 wit,

For New-Caftle County. - ~ For Kent County.
Nickolas Vandyke, ‘ Thomas Collins,
Richard Cantwell, Cbarlc: Ridgely,
Alreesrsidocs Dre. #ui y mica OyRes,
fobn T bompjon, ichard Baffett,
Abrabam Robinfon, - jacab Stout,

 Thomas MKean, Jobn Cook,

George Read, Prefident, Samuel Weft,
Fobn Ewvans, obn Clarke,

Sobn Lea, Thomas White,
Jobn Jones. Richard Lockwood,

For Suffex County.

Facob Moore,
Fames Rench,
Ifaac Bradley,
Fobn Wiltbank,
Ifaac Horfey,
William Polk,
Yofbua Hill,
Peter Hubbert,
Phillips Kollock,
Alexander Laws.

T H E Oath and Affirmation with the Declaration taken, made
and fubfcribed by the Members refpectively :

will to the utmoft
of my Power fupport and maintain the indcpendence of
is State as declared by thc Honorable the Continental Con-
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grefs; and I will to the utmoft of my Ability endeavourr to
torm fuch a Syftem of Government for the Penple of this State
as in my Opinion may be beft adapted to promote their H appinefs,
and fecure to them the Enjoyment of their natural, civil and rcligi-;
ous Rights and Privileges.

I . do profefs Faith in
God the Father, and in Jefus Chrift his only Yon, and in the
Holy Ghoft, one God blefled for evermore ; and 1do  acknowledge
the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Teftament to be given by
divine Infpiration. ’

A DECLARATION of RIGHTS and FuN-
DAMENTAL RULES of the D E L A4-
IWARE STATE, formerly tiled the
Government of the Counties of New-Caflle,
Kent and Suffex, upon Delaware.

1. H AT all Government of Right originates from the Peo-
e, 1o fOUNUCd L Cuinpud vialyy wed Laiiloaead ;},te]y for

the Good of the Whole.

2. TuaTt all Men have a natural and unalienable Right to wor-
fhip Almighty God according to the Dictates of their own Con-
fciences and Underftandings; and that no Man cught or of Rig"t
can be compelled to attend any religious Worthip or maintain any
Miniftry contrary to or aganft his own free Will and Confent, aud
that no Authority can or ought to be vefted i, or allum=d by any
Powcr whatever, that thall in any Cafe interfere with or in any Man-
ner controul the Right of Confcience in the tree Exercife of L=
ous Worthip.

3. Tuart all Perfons profefling the Chriftian Religion ought for-
ever to enjoy equal Rights and Privileges in this State, unlefs under
Colour of Religion any Man difturb the Peace, the Happinefs or
Safety of Society.

4. Tuat the People of this State have the fole, exclufive and
Inherent Right of governing and regulating the internal Police of
the fame.

§. Tuar Perfons intrufted with the Legiflative and Executive
Powers are the Truftees and Servants of the ['ublic, and as fuch
accountable for their Condu®; wherefore whenever the Inds of
Government are perverted, and I ublic Liberty maniteftly endanger-
cd by the Legiflative fingly, or a treacherous Combination of both,
the People may, and of Right ought to, cftablith a new or reform
the old Government, 6. Tuar
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6. TuaT the Right in the People to participate in the Legiflaturc
is the Foundation of Liberty and of all free Government, and for
this End all Elections ought to be free and frequent, and every Free-
man having fufficient Evidence of a permanent common Intereit
with, and Attachment to, the Community, hath a Right of Suf-
frage. :

7. Tuat no Power of fufpending Laws, or the Execution of
Laws, ought to be exercifed, unlefs by the Legiflature.

8. THaT for Redrefs of Gricvances, and for amending and
ftrengthening of the Laws, the Legiflature ought to be frequently
convened.

9. TuaT cvery Man hath a Righi to petition the Legiflature for
the Redrefs of Gricvances in a peaceable and orderly Manner.

10. TuaT cvery Member of Society hath a Right to be protected
in the Enjoyment-of Life, Liberty and Property, and thercfore is
bound to contribute his Proportion towards the Iixpence of that
Protection, and yicld his perfonal Service when neceflary, or an
Equivalent thercto ; but no Part of a Man’s Property can be juftly
taken from him or applied to publit Ufes without his own Confent
or that of his legal Reprefentatives : Nor can any Man that is con-

fcientioudly ferupulous of bearing Arms in any Cafe be juftly come
pellcd whiciviv 10 uC vl pay fucll cqguivalent.

11. Tuav retrofpective Laws, punmifhing Offences committed be-
_ fore the Exiftence of fuch Laws, are oppreflive and unjuft, and
ought not to be made.

12. THAT every Freeman for every Injury done him in his Goods,
Lands or Perfon, by any other Perfon, ought to have Remedy by
the Courfe of the Law of the Land, and ought to have Juttice
and Right for the Injury done to him freely without Sale, fully
without any Denial, and fpeedily without Delay, according to the
Law of the Land.

13. TuaT Trial by Jury of Fafs where they arife is one of the
greateft Sccurities of the Lives, Liberties and Eftates of the People.

14. TuaT m all Profecutions for criminal Offences, every Man
hath a Right to be informed of the Accufation againft him, to be
allowed Counfel, to be confronted with the Accufers or Witnefles,
to examine Evidence on Oathin his Favour and to a fpeedy Trial by
an impartial Jury, without wholc unanimous Confent he ought not
to be tound Guilty.

15. TuaT no Man in the Courts of common Law ought to be
compelled to give Evidence againft himfelf.

16. TuaT cxceflive Bail ought not to be required, nor exceflive
Fines 1mpofed, nor crucl or unufual Punifbments inflicted.
17. Tuar
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170 1At an v anaas Without Oath to iaicn wipecica riaces,
or to feize any Perfon or his Property, are grievous and oppreflive,
and all general Warrants to fearch fufpected Places, or to apprehend
all Perfons fulpected without naming or defcribing the Place or any
Perfon in fpecial, are illegal and ought not to be granted.

18. TuaTt a well regnlated Militia is the proper, natural and fafe
Defence of a free Government.

19. TuaT ftanding Armies are dangerous to Liberty, and ought
rot to be raited or kept up without the Confent of the Legiflature.:

20. THAT in all Cafes and at all Times the Military ought to be
under ftri¢t Subordination to and governed by the Civil Power.

21. TuaT no Soldier ought to be quartered in any Houfe in
Time of Peace without the Confent of the Owner; and in Time
of Warin fuch Manner only as the Legiflature fhall direct.

22. TuaT the Independency and Uprightnefs of Judges are ef-
fential to theimpartial Adminiftration of Juftice, and a great Secu-
rity to the Rights and Liberties of the People.

23. TuaT the Liberty of the Prefs ought to be inviolably pre-
ferved.

IOKAOKIIOIIKNOCIN IORICH AR N IO

The CONSTITUTION or SYSTEM of
GOVERNMENT, agreed to and refolved
upon by the Reprefentatives in full CON-
VENTION of the DELAWARE STATE,
formerly ftiled the Government of the Coun-
ties of New-Caftle, Kent and Suffex, upon
Delaware, the faid Reprefentatives being
chofen by the Freemen of the faid State for
that exprefs Purpofe.

Article 1. H E Government of the Counties of New-Caflle,

Kent and Suffex, upon Delaware, fhall hereafter 1in
all Public and other Wiitings becalled, Tug DELAWARE
STATE. T 2. THE
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2. TueLegiflature fhall be formed of twodiftinét Branches :=They
fhall meet once or oftener in every Year, and fhall be called Tur
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF DELAWARE.

3. One of the Branches of the Legiflature fhall be called Tue
HOUSE or ASSEMBLY, and fhall confift of feven Reprefentatives,
to be chofen for each County annuaiiy of fuch Perfons as are Free-

holders of the fame.

4. Tue other Branch fhall be called Tue COUNCIL, and confift
of nine Members, three to be chofen for each County at the Time
of the firft Ele&ion of the Affembly, who fhall be Freecholders of
the County for which they are chofen, and beupwards of twenty-
five Years of Age. At the End of one Year aftet the General
Election, theé Counfelior who had the fmalleft Number of Votes in
each County fhall be difplaced, and the Vacancies thereby occafioned
fupplied by the Freemen ot each County choofing the fame or a-
nother Perfon at a new Eletion in Manner aforefaid. At the End
of two Years after the firft General Eletion, the Counfellor who
ftood fecond in Numiber of Votesin each County fhall be difplaced,
and the Vacancies thereby occafioned fupplied by a new Ele€tion in
Manner aforefaid. And at the End of three Years from the firft
general Election, the Counfellor who had the greateft Number of
Votes in each County fhall be difplaced, and the Vacancies thereby

occafioned fupplied by a new Eleftion in Manner atorefaid. And
this Rotatinn nf 2 Caunfellor being difplatcd  uc the End of three

Years in each County and his Office fupplied by a new Choice fhall
be continued afterwards in due Order annually forever, whereby, after
the firft general Eletion, a Counfellor will remain in Truft for three
Years from the Time of his being eleCted, and a Counfellor will
be difplaced and the fame or another chofen in each County at eve-

ry Eleétion.

s. 'Tue Right of Suffrage in the Election of Members for both
Houfes fhall remain as exercifed by Law at prefent ; and each Houfe
fhall choofe its own Speaker, appoint its own Officers, judge ot the

ualifications and Eleétions of its own Members, fettle its own
Rules of Proceedings and dire¢t Writs of Eleftion for fupplying
intermediate Vacancies. They may alfo feverally expel any ofP their
own Members for Mifbehaviour, but not a fecond Time in the
fame Seflions for the fame Offence, if re-elefted; and they fhall
have all other Powers neceflary for the Legiflature of a free and In-

dependent State.

6. ArL Money-Bills for the Support of Goverhment fhall origi~
nate in the Houfe of Affembly, and may be altered, amended or re-
jected by the Legiflative Council. Al other Bills and Ordinances
may take Rife in the Houfe of Aflembly or Legiflative Council,
and may be altered, amended or rejefted by either.

7. A PresipenT or Chief Magiftr: te fhall be chofen by joint Bal-
lot of both Houfes, to be taken in the Houfe of Aflembly, and the
Box examined by the Speakers of each Houfe in the Prefence of the
other Members, and in Cafe the Numbers for the two higheft

B m
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in Votes fhould be equal, then the Speaker of the Council fhall have
an additional cafting Voice, and the Appointment of the Perfon who
has the Majority of Votes fhallbe entered at large on the Minutes
and Journals of each Houfc, and a Copy thereof on Parchment,
certificd and figned by the Spcakers refpectively, and fealed with the
Great-Seal of the State, which they are hereby authorifed to affix,
fhall be delivered to the Perfon fo chofen Prefident, who fhall con-
tinuc in that Office threc Years and until the Sitting of the next Ge-
neral Affembly and no longer, nor be eligible until the Expiration of
three Years after he fhall have been out of that Office. An ade-
quate but moderate Salary fhall be fettled on him during his continu-
ance in Office.—He may draw for fuch Sums of Money as fhail be
appropriated by the General Aflembly, and be accountable to them
for the fame.—He may by and with the Advice of the Privy-Council,
lay Embargoes or prohibit the Exportation of any Commodity for a-
ny Time not exceeding thirty Days in the Recefs of the General Af-
fembly.——He fhall have the Power of granting Pardons or Re-
prieves, except where the Profecution fhall be carried on by the
Houfe of Afiembly, or the Law fhall otherwife direét, in which Cafes
no Pardon or Reprieve fhall be granted but by a Refolve of the
Houfe of Affembly :—And may exercife all the other executive Pow-
ers of Government, limited and reftrained as by this Conftitution is
mentioned, and according to the Laws of the State. And on his
Death, Inability or Abfence from the State, the Speaker of the Le-
giflative Council for the Time being fhall be Vice-Prefident, and in

Cafe of his Death, Inability ar Abtance fraom the State, the Speaker
of the Houfc of Afiembly fhall have the Powers of a Prefident un-

til a new Nomination is made by the General Affembly.

8. A Privy-Couxcir confilting of four Members fhall be chofen
by Ballot, two by the Legiflative Council, and two by the Houfe of
Affembly : Provided, that no regular Officer of the Army or Navy
in the Service and Pay of the Continent, or of this, or of any other
State fhall be eligible. And a Member of the Legiflative Council or
of the Houfc of Affembly being chofen of the Privy-Council and ac-
cepting thereof fhall thereby lofe his Seat. Three Members fhall be
a Quorum, and their Advice and Proceedings fhall be entered of Re-
cord and figned by the Members prefent, (to any Part of which any
Member may enter his Diffent) to be laid before the General Afiem-
bly when called for by them. Two Members fhall be removed by
Ballot, one by the Legiflative Council and one by the Houfe of Aflem-
bly at the End of two Years, and thofe who remain the next Year
after, who fhall feverally be ineligible for the three next Years.
Thefe Vacancies as well as thofe occafioned by Death or Incapacity
fhall be fupplied by new Elections in the fame Manner. And this
Rotation of a Privy-Counfellor fhall be continued afterwards in due
Order annually forever. The Prefident may by Summons convene
the Privy-Council at any Time when the Public Exigences may re-
quire, and at fuch Place as he fhall think moft convenient, when and
where they are to attend accordingly.

9. THE Prefident, with the Advice and Confent of the Privy-
Council, may embody the Militia, and at as Captain-General and
Commandc:



L7 ]
Commander in Chief of them and the other Military Force of thu
State under the Laws of the fame.

10. Exruer Houfe of the General Affembly may adjourn them-
felves refpectively.  The Prefident fhall not prorogue, adjourn or
diffolve the General Aflembly, but he may with the Advice of the
Privy-Council or on the Apf‘lication of a Majority of either Houfe,
call them before the Time they fhall ftand adjourned, and the two
Houfes fhall always fit at the fame Time and Place, for which Pur-
pofe immediately after every Adjournment the Speaker of the Houfe
ot Aflembly fhall give Notice to the Speaker of the other Houfe of
the Time to which the Houfe ot Affembly ftands adjourned.

11. Tue Delegates for Delaware to the Congrefs of the Unitep
States oF AMERIcA fhall be chofen annually, or fuperfeded in the
mean Time, by joint Ballot of both Houfes in the General
Affembly.

12. THE Prefident and General Affembly fhall by joint Ballot
appoint three Juflices of the Supreme Couit for the State, one of
whom fhall be Chief-Juftice, and a Judge ot Admiralty, and allo
four Juftices of the Courts of Common Pleas and Orphans Courts
for cach County, one of whom in each Court fhall be ftiled Chief
Z’uﬁice, (and in Cafe of Divifion on' the Ballot, the Prefident fhall

ave an additional cafting Voice) to be commiflioned by the Prefi-

dent under the Great-Seal, who fhall continue in Office during good
Bchaviour , and during thc ‘Jime the julhces of thc faid Supreme

Court and Courts of Common Pleas remain in Office they fhall
hold none other except in the Militia—Any one of the Juftices of
_either of faid Courts fhall have Power in Cafe of the non-coming
of his. Brethren to open and adjourn the Court. An adequate
fixed but moderate Salary fhall be fettled on them during their Con-
tinuance in Office. The Prefident and Privy-Council fhall appoint
the Secretary, the Attorney-General, Regifters for the FProbate of
Wills and granting Letters of Adminiftration, Regifters in Chance-
ry, Clerks ot the Courts of Common-Pleas and Orphans Courts,
and Clerks of the Peace, who f{hall be commiflioned as aforefaid
and remain in Office during five Years, if they behave themfclves
well ; during which Time the faid Regiftersin Chancery and Clerks
fhall not be Juftices of either of the faid Courts of which they are
Officers, but they fhall have Authority to fign all Writs by them if-
fued, and take Recognizances of Bail. The Juftices of the Pcace
fhall be nominated by the Houfc of Afiembly, that is to fay, They
fhall name twenty-four Perfons for each County, of whom the
Prefident, with the Approbation of the Privy-Council, fhall appoint
twelve, who fhall be commiflioned as aforefaid, and continue in
Office during feven Years, if they bchave themfelves well; and in
Cafe of Vacancics, or if the Legiflatf® hall think proper to in-
creafe the Number, they fhall bc nominated and appointed in like
Manner. The Members of the Legiﬂat% and Privy-Councils fhall
be Juftices of the Peace for the whole State, during their continu-
ance in Truft; and the Juftices of the Courts of Common Pleas

fhall be Confervators of the Peace in their relpective Counties.
13. Tug
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17. Tug Jufuces of the Courts ot Cummon Pleas and Orphans
Courts fhall have the Power of hol ting inf:rior Courts of Chan-
cery a» heretotore, unlefs the Legiflature fhall ntherwife diret.

14. 'Tsie Clerks of the Supreme Cor.ct fhall b= appointed by the
Chicf- Juftice thereot, and the Recorders of Deeds by the Juftices of
the Courts of Common Pleas for each County feverally, and com-
raftioned by the Prefident under the Great-Seal, and continue in
Office five Years, if they behave themfelves well.

1¢. Tur Sheriffs and Coroners of the refpective Counties fhall be
chofen annually as heretofore ; and any Perfon having ferved three
Years as Sherift fhall be ineligible for three Years after ; and the Pre-
fident and Privy-Council fhall have the Appointment of fuch of
the two Candidates returned for faid Offices of Sheriff and Coroner
as they fhall think beft qualified, in the fame Manner that the Go-
veinor heretofore enjoyed this Power., ~

16. Tur General Affemably by joint Ballot fhall appoint the Ge-
ncrals and Field-Officers. and all other Officers in the Army or Na-
vy of this State. And the Prelident may appoint during Pleafure,
until otherwife direfted by thc Legiflature, all neceffary Civil Officers
not herein before mentioned. :

17. Tuere fhall be an Appeal trom the Supreme Court of De-

{aware m Matters of Law and Equity to a Court of feven Perfons,
t coniit of the Prefident for wie Time veing, who fhall prefide

therein, and fix others, to be appointed, three by the Legiflative
C.uncil and three by the Houfe of Aflembly, who fhall continue
in Office during good Behaviour, and be commiflioned by the Pre-
fident under the Great-Seal ; which Court fhall be ftiled The Cours
ot Appeals, and have all the Authority an‘d Powers heretofore gi-
vn by Lawin the laft Refort to the King in Council under the
old Governrment. The Secretary fhall be the Clerk of this Court,
and Vacancies therein occafioned by Death or Incapacity fhall be fup-
plicd by new Elections in Manner aforefaid.

18, Tue Juftices of the Supreme Court and Courts of Common.-
Pleas, the Members ot the Privy-Council, the Secretary, the Truf-
tces of the Loan-Office and Clerks of the Courts of Common- Pleas,
during their continuance in Office, and all Perfons concemed in
any Army or Navy Contracts, fhall be ineligivle to cither Houfe of
Aflembly ; and any Member of either Houfe accepting of any other
of the Offices herein before mentioned (excepting the Office of a
Juttice of the Peace) fhall have his Seat thereby vacated, and a new
Election fhall be ordered.

19. TuE Legiflative Council and Affembly fhall have the Power
of making the Great-Seal of this State, which fhall be kept by the
Prefident, or in his Abfenee by the Vice-Prefident, to be ufed by
them as occafion may require. It fhall be called The Grear-Seal of
the Dclaware State, and fhall be affixed to all Laws and Com-
mulions.

20. Com-
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20. Commissions fhall run in the Name of Tur DELAWARE
STATE, and bear Teft by the Prefident. Writs fhall run in the fame
Manner, and bear Teft in the Name of the Chiet- Juitice or Juftice
firft mamed in the Commiffions for the feveral Courts, and be fea'ed
with the Public Seals of fuch Courts. Indi¢tments fhall conclude,
againft the Peace and Dignity of the State.

21. In Cafe of Vacancy of the Offices above directed to be fil-
led by the Prefident and General Affemblv, the Prefident and Privy-
Council may appoint others in their Stead until there fhall be a
new Elettion.

22. Every Perfon, who fhall be chofen a Member of either
Houfe, or appointed to any Office or Place of Truft, before taking
his Seat, or entering upon the Execution of his Office, thall take
the following Oath, or Affirmation if confaientioufly fcrupulous of
taking an Oath, ¢ wt,

« Y A. B. will bear true Allegiance to the Deluw.re State, fubmit
¢«« | to its Conftitution and Laws, and do no Act wittingly where-
*“ by the Freedom thereof may be prejudiced.”

And alfo make and fubferibe the following Declaration, to
wiz,

“ Y 4. B. do profefs Faith in God the Father, and in Jefus Chritt

“ R his only Son, and in the Holy Ghott, one’ God blefled tor
“ evermore ; and I do achnowledge th- 1uly Scriptures of the Old
« and New renament to be given by divine Infpiration.”

And All Ofiicers fhall alio take an Oath of Office.

23. THE Prefident when he is out of Office and within eighteen
Months after, and all others, offending againft the State cither by
Mal-Adminiftration, Corruption or other Means, by which the
Safety of the Commonwealth may be endangered, within cighteen
Months after the Offence committed, {hall be impzachatle by the
Houfe of Affembly betore the L.giflative Council : Such Iinpeach-
ment to be profecuted by the Attorney-General or fuch othei Ferfon
or Perfons as thec Houfe of Affembly may appoint, according to the
Laws of the Land. If found Guilty, he or they fhall be either for-
ever difabled to hold any Office under Government, or removed from
Office pro tempore, or fubjected to fuch Pains and Penalties as the
Laws fhall direct. And all Officers fhall be removed on Conviction
of Mifbehaviour at Commen Law oron Impcachment, or upon the
Addrefs of the General Aflembly.

24. Arr Afts of Aflembly in Force in this State on the fiftcenth
Day of May laft (and not_hereby altered, or contrary to the Refo-
lutions of Congrefs, or of the late Houfe of Affembly ot this State)
fhall fo continue until altered or repealed by the Legiflaturc of this
State, unlefs where thev are temporary, in which Cafe they fhall
cxpire aythe Times refpectively limited for their Duration.

25. Ty
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25. Tue Common Law of England, as well as fo much of the
Statute Law as have been heretofore adopted in Pradlice in this
State, fhall remain in force, unlefs they fhall be altercd by a future
Law of the Legiflature ; fuch Parts only excepted as are repu
to the Rights-and Privileges contained m this Conftitution and the
Declaration of Rights, &¢. agreed to by this Convention.

26. No Perfon hereafter imported into this State from Africa
ought to be heldin Slavery under any Pretence whatever, and no
Negroe, Indian or Mulatto Slave ought to be brought into this State
for Sale from any Part of the World.

27. Tue firft Election for the General Aflembly of this State
(hall be held on the twenty-firt Thay of Oé&leber next, at the Court
Houfes 1n the feveral Counties, in the Manner heretofore ufed in the
Election of the Affembly, except as to the Choice of Infpeftors and
Afleflors, where Affeflors have not been chofen on the fixteenth Day
of Seprember Inftant, which fhall be made on the Morning of the
Day of Election by the Electors, Inhabitants of the refpe€ive Hun-
dreds m cach County :—At which Time the Sheriffs and Coroners
for the faid Counties refpetively are to be elefted : And the prefent
Shenfts of the Counties of New-Caffle and Kent may be re-chofen
to that Ofhice until the firt Day of Offeber in the Year of our Lord
One Thoufand Seven Hundred and Seventy-min:, and the prefent
Sheriff for the County of Syffex may be re-chofen to that Office
until the firft Day of Oétcber in the Year of our Lord One Thoufand
Seven Hundred ahd Seventy-eight, provided the Freemen thirk pro-
per te re-cle@ thew ai ever ¢ zoncial ElvQivn; and the prefent She-
1itts and Coror.ers rel'pc&wcl} thall continue to exerar their Offices
as heretofore until the Shentts and Coroners to be eleted on the
fud twenty-firft Day of Cét:éor fhall be commiffioned and fworn in-
to Oifice. The Members of the Legilative Council and Affembly
ihall meet for tranfacting the Bufinefs of the State on the twenty-
eizhth Day of O&sber next, and continue in Office until the firft
Day of Octsber which will be in the Year One Thoufand Seven Hun-
dred and Scventy-feven; on which Day, and on the firft Day ¢f
Ocizber in cach Year forever after the Legiflative Council, Aflembly,
Sher.ifs and Coroners, fhall be chofen by Ballot in Manner direéted
by the fcveral Laws of this State for regulating Elections of Mem-
bers of Aflembly and Sheriffs and Coroners ; and the General Affem-
bly fhall meet on the twentieth Day of the fame Month for the
tranfaCting the Bufinefs of the State; and if any of the faid firft and
twenticth Days of Occber fhould be Sundav, then and in fuch Cafe
the Elections fhall be held and the General Aflembly meet the next

Day tollowing.

28. To prevent any Violence or Force being ufed at the faid
Elections, no Perfons thall come armed to any of them; and no
Muiter of the Militia fhall be made on that Day, nor fhall any
Battalion or Company give in their Votes immediately fucceeding
each other, if any other Voter who offers to vote objelts thereto ;
nor fhall any Battalion or Company in the Pay of the Continent,
or of this or any other State be fuffered to remain at the Fime and

Place of holding the faid Elettions, nor within one Mile of fth:;
ai
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faid Places refpettively for twenty-four Hours before the opening
faid Elections, nor within twenty-four Hours after the fame are
clofed, fo as in any Manner to impede the freely and conveniently
carrying on the faid Eleftion : Provided always, that every Eletor
may in a peaceable and orderly Manner give in his Vote on the faid

Day of Election.

29. TuERE fhall be no Eftablithment of any one Religious Seét
in this State in Preference to another ; and no Clergyman or Preach-
er of the Gofpel of any Denomination fhall be capable of holding
any Civil Office in this State, or of being a Member of cither of
the Branches of the Legiflature while they continue in the Exercife

of the Paftoral Function.

30. No Article of the Declaration of Rights and Fundamental
Rules of this State, agreed to by this Convention, nor the firft, fe-
cond, fifth (except that Part thercof that relates to the Right of
Suffrage) twenty-fixth and twenty-ninth Articles of this Conftitu-
tion, oughtever to be violated o ~n Pretice whatever.  No other
Part of this Conftitution thai.  ancied, changed or diminifhed,
without the Confent of five Parts in feven of the Aflembly, and

feven Members of the Legiflative Council.

GEORGE RE AD, Prefident.

EXTRACT from the Journa: .

Atteft. JaMmes Boorn, Clk.
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