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r Sam. i 6, 7.

And Samunn faid wunto theProre ne; Ités the
LORD that advanced Mosks and A anoNn,
and thar brought up vour F avne ns cut of the

Land of Rgypt; Now therefirve, fland fill, tha?
Y may Reafon avith you kofore the 1.ORD, of al)
ghe Righicous Atls of tie LORD, wlich e
did 10 Yovu awd ro your Faxrnnns.

Ry S X .fn';“\?mﬁ.’ WA'T we mayform a clear Prolpedt
;qqn‘qum i of the Occalion and Propriety of this

2 L gr, Addrefs of Samusr ; we muft ima.
G"i . ?w ch we {ee the Iubcs of Ispapr al-
Wj o .Q» S emnbled vow before Him at Gilpal, to
e o ‘WM"ﬁtﬁ behold this ﬂluﬂuous Perfon l:l}lmf
‘3‘3‘:‘;‘-;3“3"1!'“*"4; down the chicl Part of hits Civil Power
and refigning it to another, whom

ehe GCD of rleaven had {o highly honoured as to
raife Him up from among his Brethren and fer Him

over that diftinguithed l’my!c
And
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And it iy indeed aftontlhingro fee with what a noble,
vnatfeYed and inimitable Maxfty, this moft extraordi-
nary Fudge and Proplesr makes the publick Religna-
tion : With what ajuit Cowcers for the Security of his
own unblemifh'd Charadter, and with what a flaming
Zeal for the continued Hongur of (GOI2, the Mainte.
nance of his pure Religion, the Welfare of his People,
and the Profperity of 5’:‘: fucceeding Governgur,

Rrad this admirable Chaprer, and keep in view the
great Occabion, the fupericur Perfon fpcaking, the
vaft snd attentive Audience, the chief Ruler now before
Him, the ‘Things deliver’d, and the Air and Manner of
the whole Tranfidtion --- and you will fec in ail, (uch
a plain, venerable and fublime Grandeur, as 1 know of
- nothing among the meer Sons of Mcen has been ever
like it, unlefs it were in Mosss, and nenc but one ap-
parently ingxir’d & filled with the DIVINE S"PIR})

can pretend to imitate.

Having firft receiv’d their woiverlal Aprrebarion of
his intire Condudét; He cannot leave his beloved Peo-
ple without the moft publick, plain and folemn Ad-
monstions and Advires ; that they may prove a wile
and happy Deople under the Influence of ¢heir new
Governour. *

Refigning thereiore now the chief Seat of Civil Power,
but retaining the {uperiour Otlice and Awherity of a
Public Propher ; e becomes a Divine Preacher o
the liftening Congrepation, and beghns his Sermon with
the awakening Introdudtisn in the Words before us.
Qf which I now propaofe by the Divine Help to trear,
under thefe 7lrce  peneral %{f.:aals,

1. Teconfider the Words as applicable to rlar /pecial
‘Prople, to whom they were at finfl directed.
2. Raife fome gemeral Qbjervations from them,

0 And then, _ ,
5? & Jafily, Applythe Words and thofe Obfervations

to tkis pariscular ‘People in owr own Laad,
I Te
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4. To confider theToxt as applicable totlas fpe-
ciai ‘People to whom it was at hrft diredted.

-~ ™ oy i B N T -—
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- JAnd Samure facdavio 1le Prorne e

1. e. To the selole AjJiomlly then and there cons
vened, not only cmnpruhérn!ixc of the common People,
but allo, in a {pecial manner, the Heads and Reprefen-

tatives of the foveral Lribes and Towns of Isnaxne.

In the firft Verfe of the Ci!.,z'{rrr;*, thiey are il to
be all Ismavr ; in the lat of the toreyoing, to be a/7
iie Aen of Iskany ; and by the 8th Verle, it feems
they were at leatt Diree bundred Thoufasd,

But wemay by no means imagine thatthis was a meer
confufedMultitude without any comelyOrder or Diftine-
tton., For they had an excellent Framz of Government
eftablithed over eheir feveral Tribes and lamilies ;
whereby their “Tribes and Families were beth kept in
order and preferv’d intire {rom their criginal.,

e wou'd be 2 very inftrultive Datertainment, to
trace it out in altits Branches and Alrerations, as they
are fucceffively reprefented in the facred Records,  Dut
the time wou'd {31l me @ And Linay only oblerve, thit
before ever they came out of Aavev, they had their
Errvene in thar {everal ‘Uribes, who were Men of chiet
Renown and Eftcem among them for their inpular A-
bilities and publick Virtues ; who by reafon of ¢hefe had
2 publick Influcnce over them, and 1o whofe cfpecial
Conduft they refypn’d their publick Atlairs & Interests.

Ior thus fays GOD to Mosrs, athis firft Appearance,
in the buming Bufth, Exod. i, 14, 18, Gv and garber
te Kiners % of Isnawn rogerber, & In the fol-

vl g w i o el el iy am T - . - g N ey oy EFua i wl

L o

® The SEPTUAGINT here entls thom tha SENATE of [SRAEL, .
And the fsurned AINSWOIRTH olfzives, they were nor enly
Men of AGE, bat slio TEACHERS witd RULERS anmonz ilic
Veople, us there avere among othr Nutiseg, Gan, 1 7. Numb.
Xk 4,7. Jol ix 1L ‘

lowing
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lowing Chapter, verf. 29, we resd that Moszs en
Asnon awenr and garbered togerher all the Erpgry
of the Chiliren of Ismarr: Aund thefe very Elders
are called the “Pecple, in the follawing Verfes: which
lcems to intimate, that either there were a confiderable
Number ofthem, and “tis likely all cheir Rulers both
&f the higher and lower Orders ; or they reprefented the
ommunity, orthat a grest Company of others out of
every ‘Tribe attended and affembled with them ; on

L

which account the whele Convention is fiyl'd the People,

Of thele Eliers we alfo read upon their coming into
the H7hierae/s inthe xii, xvii, and xviii Ciagrers.  And
thea under their fovereign Ruler Moses, “there WErS
choien out of cvery 47 rig*g, the moll” known among
them for Ability, Wildom, Underftanding, Religion,
Truth, and the Hatred of Covetoulnefs ; o prefide over
tbem, and the feveral ‘Tooufands, Hundrelds, Fifiies
and Leas, 1. ¢ noe of Perfens bue of Houfeholds in
them. Zved, xviil r3,.-- e | And in Chag, WX, v
we read amain of NMoers calling for the Elders of the
People : And thefe are alfo flil'd the Progls, in the
two following Fofis 1. ) "

In Exed, xaiv. and Nurmb. xi, we read of feverry Men
fele@ed out of the abovefaid Zlders, who with Mosxs:

dnd Aaron feem to be form’d into a fupream Court of

Judicature over all the Tiibes ; not deflructive of the:

£ e M-I et s ettty

L)

B Cembisesd with Deve, 1. 9, === 35,

b Of thets (or hikaswife, in Lev. iv. &ix. Numbh. xvi. Daur,
Ve XXVl XXt%. xX%i [ofli. wii, viid, xxiit, xxiv, Judp. ii,
XXt @t 0 Samg i, And by thie eeners) Tenour of thelr Hiftory,
lhty feern o L, 110 lt!'tl]}' RULKERS over the ptﬂplt‘, bll
their REPRESENTATIVES alfo y or rather Reprefentatives in
2 danble quality | 1. e, They bath reprefented the Privileges and
Mind of 1lis PEOPLE, who thefe them, to their fovereign Ruler,
gnd the Mind and Powér of tle SOVEREIGN RULER, who ap-
rovid them, 1o the Peopler They feem to be wife il prave

THEDIATORS betveon the Wil and Dower of the one. and the
Privileges and Irchinagpons of the othar ¢ and thelr Bufinefs wae
(0 vblerve, advife and tearpnr bighy and ballanee than together,

othes
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ether Orders, but, fupezriour only to them. Aod in
‘Drue, Xix, xxi, xxiiy xxv,and C{b xit, there are everal
Laws requirigg Elders in every Giry.  Agreably to this
we read in Gideow’s Days, of the Princes & Elders

- of Sueccoru, aCity in the Tribe of Gad 1, cven
feventy feven Men, Fudg. i, 6 --- 16. In Feprha’s
Days of the Elders of Givean, fudg xi. 5,---11. In
the Days of Poas, of Yen of the Elders ¢f Bprin-
Laiem, Retbiv 2, -se11. And in Samiurcl’s Days, of
the Zlders gf'jnnsu, in the Chapier befere our Texi,
FYerfe the 3d.

In 1 Sam.oviitg. we read of e/l thé Elldevs of Tsk ans,
2athering themfelves rogerfer to Him ¢ and in . the fol-
Fiwing Verfes, rhefe are tikewife Aild the Pecplr, Ry
thefe Bldeys may be therefore meam, not enly all the
Mombers of the fupieme Court - of the Stueary, but
2lfo all 'others in Place of Power throuphuut their
Tribes and Cities,.  And in that great Cenvention,
they may be ftil’d the People;  becaufe they feem: to
come a9 their chofen Reprefenrarives, wnd ‘uis likel
that a numerous’ Company of others aflembled wat
 $3{«S} P

'T'o {uchanether Greas and Gengral Affembly, come
prehending all Isnaxz.in 3 segular Epitome, tazerher
with'a vaft Confluence of People, of the Civil, Ecclefi-
aftical and Military Ordors, does this great Prophig
row diret his infpired ©Qration, |

And inthe ‘Text are thefe ro things - -
3. A preliminary Obferoation made, as the general
Ground "of his defigned Argument,

2. A general’ Ziference He derives from thence, to

excite. thelr dofe’ Ateention to his Treatment of it.

1. A preliminary Olfervarion made, as the general
Ground of his defigned Argument.  Jr é5 she
LORYD thar . advanced Mosus avd Aapon, and
that brought up your Favuuns ourofsbe Land
of Ricvrr.
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§ A SERMON

Behold, how this wife and great Mafter of Aflemblies,
firt leads them back to the Fountain-Head of their
prefent State and Happirels: that they may take a lively
and fhort Review of the Divine Agpearance for their
Forr-Farnurrs; in Railing up fuch juperiour Perfons
as Moses and A Aron, as their diftinguith’d Heads and
Leadcrs ; and by thele renowned Men Condudting them
out of the Land of their Oppreffions, and thio® all the
difficule and hideous Scenes of ther Proguefs thro’ the
Wildernefs to their defired Country.

And in this Review we in the firft place {ee the {var-
i-né Piery this Divine Preacher wou’d infufe into his
litening Hesrers.  For He firft Raifes up their Minds to
Heaven, and begins with this ---- Ir 65 the LORD tras
adwvanced thole extraordinary Leaders Moszs & Asron,
ard rhat broughr up your Faxnzns ons of the Land of
Koyrr.

By their Farnxes is moft plainly meant, not the im-
medizte Fathers of the Generation then fublifting in
Sanwzr’s Days, but thofe more ancient Fathers who
came out of Ecxpr about 400 (t) Yecars befere, and
were firft in Fnrmin%their Civil and Ecclefiaftical State.

They were the near Defcendants of Jacos, Isaac, and
Arxanawm, who had a little before renounc’d the Ido-
latry of the Nations round about them, reform’d their
Families, embrac’d the pure Worfhip of GOD,and were
accepted into Covenant with Him. |
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Esvpr a very fruitful Land, and where all {orts of
Arts and Sciences both forUfe andOmament were flour-
ithing in thofe carly Ages, was the Place of their Nati-
vity and Education ; and there they had both Houfes,
Flocks and Paftures of their own Propriety.  But they
were of a particular Religion,purely reveal’d from GOD,
and free from all thole Humane Inventions and Super-
ttitious Cuftoms which were then the eftablifh’d and
reigning way of Worfhip in1hat ancientKingdem. And
thofc pious Fathers adhering clofely to their infpired Re-

g Ve VAT, L e e P st sy ~Wast

(&) 43fe aeccrling te e accurate Mr. TALLENTS.
ligion,
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ligion, refafing Mixtures with their Neighbours, prefer-
ving a vifible Deftin&ion from them, and growing nu-
merous and powetful, they became obnoxicus to the

Egygtian Jealouly.

'Thro’ the Reigas of fome of their former Sovereigns,
they were very kindly entertained and indulged. But
vpon the riﬁnio-f a New King over Eeyrr, whe had
no kFavour for them ; He tho’t to deal wifely with them,
and as the Martyr Srerpwew exprefles it, A&, vi 1s.
He cuilly entreated oxr Farhers. Yea Moszs a publick
Eye Witnels, tells us, that the King and his Courtiers
fer over tbem Task-mafers to affiift rhem awith 1 2eir
Burtbens ; and thele cruel Ofhcers made 1he Childres
of Lemarv ferve awith fo much Rigeur, that they made
sheir Lives bitter with bard Bondage, Excd. i 7~ 14.

However, as they fizh’d and cried, their Crie came
up to Heaven; wnd GOD heard their Groaning, and
remembred his Covenant, and bad relpe® unto them ;
ss in che Iatterend of the fcllowing Chaprer.

Now therefore He advances Moset and Aason to
elpoufe theirCaule, and head theirT'ribes, and lead them .
out of this inhofpitable Land, to diftant Regions of Eafe

and Liberty.

If I were to difplay the Chata&ers of thefe illuftrious
Perfons, I fhaulcf not know whento end. And yet }
cannot forbare oblerving, They were two moit lovely
Brethren, the Sons of AMraum, the Son of Kowars,
the Son of Levi; of vaflly diffcrent Educations, bus
remarkably raifed up by Heaven, infpir’d and ftrength-
ened in @ happy Union, to lead the People our of
FEaovrr, and become the feveral Heads, Moses of the
Civil, and Aaron of the Ecclefiaftical Orders, under

LOD ia Israxe.

As for Mosrs --- He was exceeding fair and heautiful
when born. At vil 20. The Origival * feems to

t Actid: 10 Cea L
Bz mtinate
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intintate as if 2 Divine Beauty appear’d vpon him. By
his Rareats being afraid to keep him in their ownHoule
thro’ the cruel Inquifition of the times, laid him inax
Ark of Rufhes among the Flags on the River Nizws :
where Pharrab’sDawgbser finding him, had compalhon
‘on him, took him up and nouwrifl’d bim as her own
Sen, - By this means ke came to be learned in all'the
"Wifdom of Esvrr. He livd in "the Royal Family for
' Forry Years: and then from 2 Principle - of Faith and
Piety, he renounc’d it : Refufing to be called the Son of
'Pharoal’s Daughrcr, 1avher chufing.to fulter affii&ion
with'the People of GOD than to enjoy the pleafures of
Sin for a Seafon, efteeming thé Reproach of CHRIST

eater Riches then the 'Treafures in. KEoyrey ; for he
134 refped to the Recompence of the Reward. ~Forry
Years more he lived as a g)::annqm‘-ﬁhcpafd in the Land
of Minsan. And then the LORD.appeared to him in
a flaming Bufh, yet uncenfumed, and called him to take
the care of his affi@ed Pcople, . and lead: themout of
Fcrer. | | |

He was the 'meekeft Man uponthe Face of theFarth:
and ¢n this-accoust moft eminently fitted to bare the
Burthen of fo difhicult and . great a People.  He was
made 2 Goo to Pharac/:, by a Diviae. :appearance that
sfeerrded him in'all his Tranfa&ions with that haught;’
Monarch. He was mighty both in Word and Deed.
And he became Kine in Jasmunyn,when the Heads of
the People and the Tribes of Isk Axvs were. gathered
together, And then with what wonderful Patience did
He for FortyYears bare their ungrateful Murmurings and
Strivings ! ---- With what an. aftonifhing Greatnels of
Soul, that all their Provocations cou'd never but once
soil him inte an indecent Expreflion: How often did he

- ftand in thé Breach, to turn away the Wrath .of .GOD,

that He might: not deftroy rhes! Hownobly refufe
the ‘Offer ofhaving his own Dofterity made a2 greater
INatlon, rather than /ey fhould perith and the Name
of the GOD of Isaare be dithonoured in their.utter
Ruin ;. :How He Pray’d that GOD wou'd.rather blot
Him out of his Book, than not forgive their provo-
king Sins i And how earneft, prefling and perlevering
in his Interceffions for them ! £
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" In fhort; Ofiall- the - Propbers that arofe in Isaazy,
there was none like Him, whom the 1LOXD ' knew
Face to Face, and fpake to Him as a Man fpesks. to his
-Friend. ~ And behold -.- what f{urprizing ‘Hewours the
GOD ‘of Heaven was pleas’d te do Him, -'above every
other mere - Man “that ever liv’d onithe Earth #«While
all the Tribesare trembling round about: Mount! Sénssé
—+ Moses goes up - into the glowing - Fire,and {peeks
with GOD, and bares it for Ferzy. Days.and - Sorty
-Nights together :  While the Divine Brightnefs - wro’t
fuch transforming and aﬁeni{hin? Imprethons enHim,
as to make his Faceto fhine with {o great a Lajtre ;'that
when He came down the: Mountain,- Aaxen:ahd:ail
‘the Childrea of Isr axt : were afraid to draw. near’Him,
and He wasforc’d to vail it, that they -might.be-able
to indure - his Prefence. When' He goes into!the Ta-
bermacle, in the fight of al} the People, the: Piilar of
Fire defcends down ¢o the Door in Hopourof-Him:
When He comes out, it rifes up inthe midft of the Fir-
mament, to fignify, it nothing now te-do buc enlighten
and awe thc“(gmgrcgathn atid - dolerve the Keverence
they paid -Him. And. when{fomerof the Cbhief among
them: fpake againtt ‘Him, -the ZORD ame.down -in
the Psllar of the Cloud ;-and food in the "Door of ‘the
‘Tabernacle, und called them and {aid ¥ % Hearwoww: oy
iF¥urds b If there be & Prophet-among You, 11he 0RD
wvil} iake my [elf knows-to -Himdn. a Vifion, and <«ifi}
fpoeak to -Him:én a Dream, ' Alv Servant- Moszs st wot

¢, who is fasehfubl in all minc Houfe « Nk Him il
¥ | *f{mk‘-ﬂ{mb 1o Modrh, even-apparesily abdwct in
dark Speeches, and the Similitude-of the LORI) foril
Mu- bebold : il berefore -sheniwere ye wot: ‘afnakd ~to
[peak againf my: Servant-'Moses ¢ And the aungerof
thé LORD was kindledagainft them.

And as for Aanrown ---- he was the elder Brother of
Moszs, commended 'of GOD for ¢he Grace-of his Lips,
and honoured with thisditinguithing Title ---T#e Sasns
¢f the LORD. He madehim the Spokefman and Pro-

L T
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phet of Mosas, both to the People and to Pharaok.
"The GOD of Heaven allo fpake immediately t¢ him,
2rd fent hLun to mect and unite with Mosrs: and he
weat and met him in the Mouat ef GOD and kifled
him, and they rejoyced in meeting and uniting for the

!

|

Redemption of Isnarr. He firft fpake the Words of |

the LORD to the Elders of the 1ribes, and did the
Signs inthe kight of the People. He went inwithMoses
to Piarackh with the Rod of GOD in bis Hand ; and

be {2id to the King ; Thus faitb the LO R D God of

Iseaxv, Let my Peeple go. He caft down the Rod be-
fore him, and it became a Serpent, which {wallowed up
the Rods of the Magicians: He flretched it out up~n the
-Waters, and they were turned into Bleod: He itretched
-3t out again, and the Frezs came up and covered the
Land ¢ He fmote theDuft of the Earth, and it was turn’d
into {warms of Lsce round about ; and the Magicians
-@wnR'd it to be the Power of the ALMIGHTY.

‘With Moss he combin’d in leading IsaAxr out of
Eerer, in receiving the Revelations of the Mind of |
GOD, and in delivering them to the Congregation. |
And when he came to S1wa1, he was by the Divine |
- Appointment raifed to the Head of the Priefibood: He |
was chofen out of all Men living -to offer Sacrifice and |
ince. de to theGOD of Heaven : and he had the {ingular |
Honourof the ‘PrielyOffi.e conferred upon hisOffspring, |
as long as the Seed of Isa axx fhould continue a Nation.

Thefe are that Moses and Aazox which the LORD ¢
-#dvanced in the Days of their Fathers, to lead them out
ef Zcverr andfoundtheir State, to eftablith theirfacred ¢
Relation to GOD, to givethem their excellent Con- |
ftirutions and Laws, ané make them fo renowned in |}

the World,

The Word - Adutssed -o- fignifies beth Provided,
ercated, (1) made, (s) prepared, inftru@ed, trained and

m- %M‘_Mmmh

Ca) Amh.  (5) Sept. gr. Chal. Valg, & Mont, in Bil, |
raifed
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taifed vp, improv'd, adomed, furnithd, ftted, confli-
tuted, preferred and promoted to Power and Dignity.
It is comprehenfive of all thefe Senfes, and {o ’tis ren-
dered by learned Men ( m ). And the general Meanin
is --- It is the LORD that made them infuch afpecia
Seafon when his People wanted them o that gave them
their {everal excellent natural Powers, that brought
them forth, that rais’d them up ; that every way accom-
sliﬁwd them for the fupcrior Works ana Stations He

efign’d them for; endow’d them with fuch admirable
Gifts and Graces ; infpir'd them with fuch a publick
Zeal and Spirit, Courage, Wildom, Meceknefs, Faith
and Patience. In fine, that call’d them out and fent
them,made them fuch illuftrious Perfons, magnified them
in the Eyesof all that faw them, profper’d them In their
great Undertakings, and made them fo renowned, ad-
mired and reverenc’d among all the Nations round
about them.

And as it was the LORD that thus Adeanced Moses

and Aaron; Itis HE that alio Zrougkr up the Fae

—— " -

| B i

- -

ruuxns of the Tribes of Isnaxc out of Xoeyrr.

This is often indeed alcrib®d in Scripture te thofe
Two eninans Humane Leaders, and cven this in the
Vesfe immediately following our Text, Becsule the
GOD of Heaven was pleas’d to honour thiem as Agents
under Him, 2nd to put upon them {ome of his own
tranfcendent Excellence. But Moses and Aarox were
only diﬁin%uiﬂmcd Inftruments, made, accomplith’d and
employed by this SOVEREIGN AGENT : Andto
Hin does the Eious Preacher therefore juitly carry up
the Minds of the Peaple, 2nd render Him the Glory of

that whole Tranfa&ion.

And here we muit obferve,that the Bringing them out

- of Egyry, impliesthe Doing it thro® mighty GQbftruc.

tions, and the furmounting every Difficulty. The AZ-
gyprians were then an independent, great & powerfull

T VTR

tm) Vid. Mercer. §ipee. Caftlyy Leigh .R'Fel. Spaopl
INation ;
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Nation ; and zaterly averfe o let the-People go,. ‘The
Children of Isg a5 were fmall and feeble in.comparifon
with them; and their Spirizs broke .and fur . with Se-
verity, Labour ard. flavith Ulage in the Land of their
Affiiction.». Nor was their Coming out of Ecyey any
othex. than the Beginning of their .Deliverance.  For
they. had & Sca to pals ; a great and terrble Wildernels
to.gothro'; a waft and howling Oelert, wherein weze
fiery Serpents,. Scorpions, Drought and Scarcity. both
of Bread .and Water *: And they had zllo to beat theis
waythro’. many mighty Nations,to the Polleion oftheir
deligued Land..

1d.thor thedr Cale was. fo perpiysd, helplels and
delperate, that none cou’d fee how they could be  deli-
vered:; the . wtmoft. Wit and Power of Afex were infufni.
cieat; And .none but GOD cow’d Begin.and Carry on
the mightyWork, and bring it toDerfeétion.  To Mosss
He thereiore firft appears and fays. kxod. iii. 3, 8. [
wave furely fesn sbe Afflillion ef sy People in Eovrr,
isdibave beard sbeirCry by reafonof their Task-mafers
Fer I kmoww skeir Sorrows ; and I gwcome Jewsn 20 do-
dver sham out of the hand ef the Egyptidns, and to
Ereng them out of that Land unte aGocd Land and - 4
lerge, yo a Lavd flowing avith Milk and Hozsey |,

It.. "vou'd take up too much of the prelent Houe. to.
meation the particulars of this furprizmg Hiftory,. It
weou'd-dead us into a vaft Ficld of Wonders, into a per-
femal' ‘T'rain of Miracles for above Ferzy Years togethaer..

fhall thererore only now .give it in this brief Abridg,
ment -~ 1

Thed ORI did great things for this:.People: of his.
in AZever, wonderous Works in the Land of Hem, and.
cerrible things at the Red Sea.  Belides the zhree fe-
veral-Judgments we mentioned before, He went on te
pour-out /even cthers yet heavier than.thefe, . till-He,
ferced the Eevpriansto et Ise axr go. . Hefent innu-
mesable. {warms of fufels among, them, . which-coge

$ Dent, viil, 36.8.2xxii,10. fS0 Verlirpei7. SChyvig w0 8
rupted
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rupted the Air and vexed the People. He deftreyed
- their Cattse with Plagues and tormented the Inhabijtants
 with wery fore Difeafes. He thunder’d, lighined and
rain’d down Hari-jlonss mingled scish Firey, which run
along upon the Ground and confumed their Subftance.
He fent inhnite Nunibers of Locuiis, which clouded the
Heavens, & devoured the Fruits of the Farth. He wrape
tham up in Chains of thick Llarkrss, that they could
not {tir trom their Places.  He fent £t/ Angels among
them, and fmote all the firft Born of their Land.

But he brought {furth his People with Joy and
Lis Cholen with Gladntls. In the Day time He led
them with a Cloud, ard all the Night with a Light of
Fire. He rebuk’d and divided the Rep:Sca, and led
them thro’ the Depths as thro’ the Wildemnels. He
brought them to Mount Sinar, and thewed them his
Glory. He fpakealoud to them cut of the midit of the
burning Flame; and there He gave them his Law, and
confirn::d his Covenant, He rained Flefh among them
as Duft, and feathered Fowls as the Sand of the Sea
He cenunanded the Clouds from above, and poured
down Manga cvery Night for Forry Years. He opened
the Rocks inthe dry Defarr, and the Waters guthed outs
The Streams run down and overflowed like Rivers.
He fet up his beautiful Pavilion among them, and dwelt
in a Cloud of Glory between the Cherubims.  He mar-
ched before them in his Pillar of Light, which in the
Day time appeared as a Cleud, in the Night as a Body
of Fire, that covered their Camo and caft 2 Terreur
round about. He {mote great Nations and flew mighty
Kings : and gave their Lands for an Heritage, even an
Heritage to Iss axc his People.

Thus we fee how the LORD had Bro’t up their Fa-
rnukrs out of Ezypr, as well as advanced Mosgs and
A aron to lead them ; which was the Preliminary (-
fervation made by the facred Qrator as the generdl

Ground of his deligntd Argument,
G We
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We proceed to confider ---

2. 'The general Inrerxncz He derives from thence
to excite their clofe Attention to his Treatment of it ;
Now therefore, STAND StiLy, rhat I may Reason
~vith yoa brfore the LORD, of all vke Ricurrovs
Acts of the LORD nwkich He dsd tc Xos and 1o your
Fatiers.

Herein with a Divine Authority, He thercfore now
demands their moft reverent and devout Attention to
the lolemn Argumentation He was, in the Holy Pre-
fjence and Name of GOD, a going to make with them,
;_z pth n all his rightcous A&s, both to Them and taeir

athers,

To thole more Ancient and fignal Works of GOD
which concern’d the Raifinz up of thofe admirable Lea-
ders, andthe Brinzing uptheir Fathers out of Aover,
the piousPreacher here adds the ozber A8t s of the LORD
to that deftinguithed People, as worthy likewife of their
moft ferious Remembrance and Confideration : Both
the Works of GOD to them, which their own Eyes
had feen ; and to their Farkers, which they had read
or heard of, from their firlt becoming a feparate People

EE N LN L R e PN

et a W VDT R P e g S e F L
- ! A - P

.
to that very Day. He comprehends them all; and He ‘
points them out to the Review of all, in the wniver/al E
Yerm : Andfor their berrer Obfervation and Improve-
ment, He calls them Righreous Ats, or Righteons ;’i
Tkingsor Dealings, as the Word ( for’1is LuzOne ) may 3
be rendered. f

It is by fome indeed Tranflated Mereies ; by others,
Benzirs ; by others, Fudgments : But other ancient and
modern Verfions render it by --- Ri_ﬂbrcorﬁgﬁés, or
Riglreous AXs or Things *  And the word indeed
includes them all ; as might ealily be proved from other
dcrifrures, and as fufficicntly appears by the Breacher’s
Infances He proceeds to mention : For He goes on to
recolle X both fignal Acts of Fud smen: and of Merey to
that peculiar People, ”
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ECTION. 15

The Word in Scripture is by no means refirained to
Works of judgment , butin general hignifies Works of
Riéxrbreou/nefs, and is comprehenfive both of Fud sments
ard Mercresto aCovenant People,as theTribesot Isr Ax 1.,
in" alpecial manner were.  For when the Righteous
GOD ecither chaftens or vifibly thows Yaveur to fuch

¥ aPeuple, Heis in both thofe Kinds of Difpenfations,
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Righteous: Heis juft and faithfull to fulifil] his Word ;
and allhis Dealings with them are in a juft Conformiry

. to his peculiar Covenast Relation and Engagements to

thém.

By thefe Righreous A&ts of GOD aretherefore meant
both Chaflizements and Alercics, and elpecially thofe of
a publick Nature or fignal Obfervation. And the Pro-
phet here wou’d fignify ; thatthe LORD in all his Deal-
ings with them, had fhown Himfelf a2 Rigkrecny and
Faithful GOD, both in beftowing greater Mercies on
Them than Otbers, and in difpenfing more fevere Cor-
re¢tions when they publickly finn’d againft Him,

What thefe Righteous Ad&s in  particular were, L
may not ftay to mention. I may only obferve in general,
They were on the one hand, very fore Afflittions for
their Forgetting the GOD of their Fathers ; and on the
other, wondertull S«lvarions, upon their humbling
themfelves before Him and Crying for Mercy.

To the pious Commemoration of thele docs the infpi-
red Preacher invite this obliged People. For as He
had doubtlefs obflerved with Sorrow, how {oon they for-
got the Works of the LORD, when they had beeo
finging his Prailes forhis Appearances frr them in their
Times of LExtremity; He wou’d have them know, that
thofe wonderful works beth to them and their Fathers,
were not meerly to ferve afiagle or trantient Occalion,
but were alfo defigned for futurs Penefit,  And as chey
were now partaking in the Influenee of them ; it be-
came them therefore to rife up in their Minds to the
original Works themiclves, and to that adarable WL
dom and Goodnels, which Lad in them, a gracious
View to their prelent both temporal and fpiritual  Ad-
vantage, and began the Train which brought them to
their prefent Felicity.

C = Y
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Nor was it meerly the grateful Remembrance of thels,
that the inipired Preacher had in his Eye, bur 3 pioug
and fuitable fwgrsvemenr of it. He would now Rea-
son with them of all thefe Righteous A s of the LORD
both to Them ana their Fathers ;| 1.e. He would plainly
{how this l'eople vhe Divine Ends and Motives in thefe
Works of GOD, with the deftinguifhing and great Ob-
ligations they were thereby laid under to adore & obey
Him more than others : Hewou’d faithielly fhow them
how unfuitable and nanful their Behaviours had been,
with their prefent eminent and greowing Guilt and
Danger : And He wou’d earneftly argue with them,
of their future Dyty, Wildom and Ineereft, thence arifing.

And all this He woud Do Fefore the LORD, in
a lively Apprchenfien of his Prefence, citing them to
his awfal Tribunal, which Hc reprefents them as itand-
ing now before, with his Hely Eye looking on thtm:
And therefore He requires them, with great Authority, -
to ftand ftiMl, be fiient, and give Him their moft reve-
rent and religious Attention.

Aud thus kave we conflidered the Words as applica-
ble to thar particular Pecpleto whom they were at firft
directed. .

\We proceed in the

FI. place, To raile fome General Obfervations {rom
them ; which areas {o many practical and rmomentous
Leflons they very clearly teach and ftrongly urge upon

us, )
And they are plainly fuch as thefe ---

1. When there at ans time arije, cither in the Civil
er Icclehaftical Order, Mew of cminent Wifdem,
Gosdncfs, Power and Ufefulnefs among a People of
GOD ; e mufl confider, Itissthe LGRD thiur
G OD, tharmade, accomplifted and rasfed them
twpry and this sn fpecial Favouy o that partscular
Prople.

. Tisat swhenluch a People are sn aremarkablesron-
per Brougls cit of the Hands of vhofe that vexed
rkem, 20 4 Place or State of Lafe and Liberty ; the
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gracicus Condudt of the LORD thesir GOD, 5s
herein 19 be veligioifly obfeived and acknowledged
&y rhem. .

. At Leboves (uch a Prople [o sreared of GOD. te
Remember all b5 fiznal Qperations, Dotk of Judg-
ment and of Mercy, both ro Them and thesr Fa-

, thers, 2o weeww them as AlEs of Faithfulnels and

Rightcoulnels 2o them, and confider the fpecial

and grear Obligations arifing frem them.

4. and laftly, Ir becomes their Publick "Teachers go

Remind skem rherefore of &ll thefe things, and
Jromshence to Realon <with tkers before the JLORD

agaut thesr anfwerable Corriage rowards Him.

'I:l.ur-
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All thele Articles are {o many :air Dedu®ions moit
: naturally rifing from the Zexs, or rather fo many Doc-
: trines clearly reprefented in it. They are the general-
¢ Giounds themielves upon which the infpired Oratous
} goes in his patherick Applications to that Ancsens and
: highly favoured People. They were the very "Reafons
; of his Publick Addrefles to them on that great Occafion.
| They are as well obliging upon every otber People of
; GOD, whon. He has treated with fignal Favours,
. Chaftizements znd Mercies, as well as zbofe : And they
' are therefore written for Oxr Admonition, upon whom
' the Ends of the Werld ate come.

Ali the Difference we can imagine between T hesr
- Oblegations and the ODlizatiens of Orders, can ordyrife
from this 3 That the Works ofthe LORD for T%em
L were of a méraculois Nature, they were the vifible Ope-
- rations of GO belide the Courfe of natural Caufes ;
. whereas his RightcousActs for Orbers aredone in 2 more
veiled way, by his invilible tho® real Influsnce on ma-
- terial and intelleCtual Agents, according to the Courfe
- of Narure, which is nothing ¢lfe but his ufual manneg,
- of acting and ruling the World.

But if we fearch thefe things exatly, we may clearly
{ve, that the Obligatiens in both thefe Cafes, are cither.
(ke fame, or at leaft ncarly equal.

tor
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For let ushere confider, that the Great GOD might
if He pleas’d not only bavevzis'd up Mosss and Aanon,
but 2:{fo brought up his People vut of Leyer, led
thom thro® the neighbouring Countries, given them the
Vi&ory over their Encmies, and put them in the Pof-
fefion of Canaan, by his Operationsin the Courle of
N.ture, as well as by a continual Train of Afiracles.

There was no Neceffity én the Nature of Tling:,
that any of thofe Wonders fhould be wro’tin Ecvrr,
in order to make the Eggfﬁaﬂs willing to letthe People
£0 : He might have raifed fuch an Hatred inthe Zgqyp.
tians towards them, as that Fharaokh might rather in
Difpicafure have banifh’d or commanded them to get
eut of the Kingdom. No necetfity they faou’d go thro’
the Sea, or that the mighty Waters fhould be divided
for them ; There was another and a near Paflsge by
Land, and they eventook a circular March to go to the
"~ Sea. No zeceflity they fhould travel thro’ the tetrible
Wildernefs : ‘They might have gone a much fhorter and
cafier way in beaten Roads by the fides of Towns and Ci-
ties from whence they might have had Sup:alics of Bread
& Water.  No neceflity of their Journeying Forty Years
in the Delart ¢ It was but 2bout Tmwro Hundred * Miles
from the Rep Sea tothe Southern Border of Canaan.
No necefiity of a Pillar of Fire to Guide them: Moses
was 2 great Mathematician, Hiftorian and (Geographer,
and the Scituations of the Countries about them were

feltly known, No neceflity of dividing the Watersof
i?anau: They went a greac way about to get to the

wer.  In fine., no neceflity - of Miraculous Victories :
For GOD might in the Courfe of Nature have fwept
away the People of Canaan, cither with walting Wars
or Plagues, and emptied the Land of almsott all it’s In-

W
® 1 mkethis Account from the Map inthe Apparatue of t]e
POLYGLOT RIBLE ;. whape the Wav s msafired ae rioning
Letween the Rangss of Mounting, wed amounce 10 SEVENRTY
Herary Miles, whichy ie tlir fame 25 Losgurawith 1, Ard MQe
EBS telir us, there were bur ELEVEN Dits Joarn ey from HORER
to KADESH-BARNEA whick Iay on the Serthern Bordesr of CAe
NAAN, Deu:s 1. .
habitants :
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habitants : Oz when they came to fight with 2 numerous
Hoft of the moft powerful Nations combined againft
thein ; He might either have fet them a contending to-
gether, or have Gruck their Minds with Fear, or have
rais’d {uch a vielent Tempeft of Wind and Hail tobeat
in their Faces at the firft of the Battle, as to bearthem
away befose the Armies of Israre.

Or ioftead of thele and many ot~ areural Cau-
fes, He might have accomplited v 2l by this one
e5/y Courle of his Providence | { eoiv §ricen for o5 ro
comerve ) --- ‘Vhe Royal ramily of nvp s Srinrwith-
out a Male-Heir ; He mighr have made bt Srarae s
Dazglrer and the other A sprice [ lond of the wile
and excellent Moses her adooted Son, as to rade Him
to the Throne, upon the King’s Deceafe ; And then
Moses mighe fend a powerful Army, to make way for
the Tribes of Israer, to bare down all OUppolition
leure them, and put thiem into the Poficthion of Ca-
NAAN.

And now, Ifthe fovercign GOD, in the midit of .-
their fore Gppreffion, Anguith and Diipair, had appess’d
to ilome of their Elders and faid--- ¢ 1 have hedrd the
® Groaning of the Children of isr agr, whom the 4.

“ gyprians keep in Bondage, and I will foon deliver

““ and bring them into the Lund of Canaan, I will

¢ fet the Nations there to fight againft and deftroy cach

‘“ other, and I will fend wafting Plagues among the

“ Survivors, till they are almoft confumed. And then

“ T will raife fach an Averfion in the Ezyprians to

© You, as they will evendrive You ott of their Coun-

““ try. Ard the Nations remaining in Cansan fhall

““ thro’ Enmity among themfelves be indjfpeled and un- .

““ able to combine apainft you : And thofe that agree,

““ {hall be flruck with Tewror when they come to the

““ Battle. But I will give you Courage ; and in their

‘ 1aft and moft united Effort, T will raife up a3 furious

““ Storm of Wind and Hait, that thall beat i their

“ Faces as they bepgin the Fighe, and make them fly

¢ before You, And You fhall deftroy them aud take

¢ their Land for your own Inhentamce. --v--- Or, rbar

¢ Jierle Infars Mosis, which now lies crying in the
““ Llags
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cs Ph{is of  Nislus, and is doom'd by the King to Die,
¢ fhall be quickly found by his own Daughter, adop-
*¢ ted by Her, brought up with Her, rafed to the
‘“ Throne of Ecyrx; And He thall fend amighty Ar-
*“ my with You,that fhall Conduct You with Triumph
¥ to Canaan, deftroy and expell the Natient there,
“* and put Youinto the Poileflion of the Land.

And if thele things were foon to come to pals ac-
cordingly, wou’d not they all appear to be the Opira-
zicns of GOD, tho’ they werebrought abour agreable
to the Ceurfe of Narure? wou’d not their Deliverance
out of Aicyey and their Entrance into Canaan b:as
truly the IForks of the LORD, andashappy to lswarz,
as if they were accompiifked ina way behid the ufual
way of his acting ? Or wou’d not thefe Werks ¢t GUD
have been exactly the fame in thenfe  es, anoas hsppy
in the cnd 1o the People, the’ He ae! never declared
his Dchgns before-hand, as if He had given a previous
Dilcovery of them? |

And thele beneficent Acts of GOD beinz the fame,
wrought by the fame Wildom, Power and Cioodnels m
this particular way of his afting in the Courfe of INa-
ture, as well as in the cther befide it, having the
{ame benevolent Defign, and the fame happy Influence
in their Operation --- "They very nearly, it notequally
Ollige his People, to Adore Him and be Grateful to
Him, to Loveand Fear Him, to Oteyand Honour Him,
and to keep in Mind the lively Memory both of his Re-
markable Works of Providence, and their continued Ub-
ligations to Him for then.

And as a Confrmaticn of all this; Tho’ the Holy
Paorury hints at the v virzerdiaary and miraculous
Works of GOD forlseaer inthe Perfe immediately
following our Text ; yetin the Reff of lus Sermon,
He only mentions the Riphicous Aéts of the LORD
towards them according to the erdivary Courle of Na-
ture--- As his futicring their Enemies to prevail againdt
and opprefls them for their heinous Sins, and his woik-
ing out their Deliverance and Satety upon their pcnitms

an
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and earneft Supplications :. And from zbefe Ordinary
- Aés of GOD, the Prophet Reafoss with the People
they immediately concerned. '

. Having faid thus much to clear our Odfervations, it
is needlels to endeavour further to enlighten them. We
therefore now go on to the ---

ITl. and laft general Head, which is to Apply the
Words and thole Obfervations to rlis Particular Peoe

#le in our own Land.

And here I cannot forbear oblerving, that there never
was any Pecple on Earth, fo parallel in their general
Hiftory to that of the ancient Isk AeciTes as this of
New-Encrann. To no other Country of l'ecple
cou’d there cver be fo directly applied a Multitude of
Scripture Paflages in the liieral Lenfe, as to this parti-
cular Country : that excepring AMirgcks aund chang-
ing Names, one wou'd be ready to think, the
greater Part of the Oun TrsTaAMENT Were written
about «s; or that «ve, tho’ in alower Degree, were
the particular Antitypes of that primitive People.

However, ’m f{ure, that upon the prefent Occafior,
[ may juftly turn the Zexs into a like Addrefs, inthe
Name of GOD, to this Grear and General Affembiy,
comprehenfive both of Rulers and People of every Or-
der; and fay, ~--- Ités toe L,ORD thar advanced
wour ‘Primitive Civil & Ecclefiaftscal Leapers, and
riat brought up sour Farurrs out of the Land of
their Affition ; Now theicfore, fand fisll, thar I may
Reafon «vith ver Defore the 1.0 R, of all the Righ-
teous A&scf the L.O R D, swhich He did to Yov

and to your FATHERS !

And how extreamly proper is it, upon 'the Clofe
of the Finst CrnTury of our Scttlement in this
chief Part of the Lg:d, which will now withir} 3

CW
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few" Weeks expire, * ‘To look back to the Beginnthig
ofthis remarkable Tranfadion ; and firft Commemeorate
the Righteous and Signal Hork; of GO D towards
us, both in our own gbays and in the Days of our
Fathers ; and then confider the great & fpecial Ob-
~ Yigations they have laid upon us, with the Nature
o!g our Carriage towards Him for the time paft, and
our Intereft and Wifdom for the future.

¢ Give ear therefore O my People to my Law :
* incline your Far to tht Words of my Mouth ! I
¢ will utter things of old, which we¢ have heard and
¢¢ known and our Fathers have told us. Ve will
% not hide them fromm their Children ; fhewing to
¢ the Generation and Century coming on, the Praifes
¢« ot the LORD, and his Streongth, and his Wonder-
¢ ful Worwrs that He has done. }Yor He eftablithed
“ a Teftimeny in Jacoe, and appointed a Law,
“ 4 Law of Gratitude in lsearr, which He com-
““* manded our Fathers, that they thould make known
* the Woa xs of GO to their Children @ that the
*¢ Generation to come might know them, even the
“ Children which fhould be bosn, who thouvld arife
- *¢ and ‘declare  them o rheir Childien ; that zies
¢ might alfo fer theie Hope 10 GOD, and not for-
. €€ pet his Works, but keep his Commandments.

‘And here we wmult own,  that very many have
bren the wondereus Works which the LORD our
GQCD has wrought for us : they cannot be reckoned v
in order before Him : if 1 would declare and fpcaE
of them thev are more than can be numbered,  We
may now thercfore only teuch on fome of the moft

Pl e pls- Wi W WS, S vy -t el erianreik, Dy L AR

® On Satprdsy Tune 1y, 1615 Apvsved in Salem River. the
Arvalwlia, wich 71 vernour WINTHNROGD 82 fone of his Alhdanee,
brioging the Cliurrer of the MARKAC HUSNETS Colonsand clieres
with the (rvernment (ranislerred hither @ The ather Ten Rhips nf
the Fieet with Drpury Gavernony DUBRLEY avd the aother Afe
fiftanty asriv'd 1y Salem and Charies R vars before July 1v 1
the fumre WMourh the ftiovernens. Depvey Governony & AMidanes
came with their Goods to CHARTESTOWN 1 and the firfl Court

of Atlittants was lield There un Augex3, the (ame Yaar, '
material g
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material ; thofe of the moft impoitint, - publick and

L]

comprehenfive Nature,

And 1ft, Let us confider Who the Farn £xs of thele
Plantations were, and what were their dettinguithing
Chara&ers; that we may give to GOD the Glory of

|
5
;
!
%

the excellent Honour He was pleas’d to ’put upon them,
and fec our own Obligations te Him- for deriving us

from {uch eminent Anceftors.

For theGenerality of them---They were the near De.
fcendants of the fitft Reformers in Enczanp. They
were born of pious Parents, who breught them upin a
Courfe of ftrict Religion, and under the Miniftry of the
moft awakening Preachers ofthofe Days.  Like (o many
Timotkies, they were from their Childhood taught to
know the HorLy Scriprures, to rcverence them as
the Infbirations of GOD, a: the only Rule of Faith and
Piety, and to aim at both a pure fcriptural way of Wor-

L fhip, and at the vital Power and Practice of Godlinefs .

And they continued in the things they had learned and
had been aflured of, as knowing of whom they had lear-

ped thein.

Under fuch Means asthefe they becamne infpired with
a Spirit of Piety, and with a growing Zeal to reform the
Horfhip of GOD to the mott beautiful and pertect Mo-

del of his own Inftitutions.

In Points of Dsflrine, they entirely held with the
Church of Encranm, their Judgment of Orekodosy be-
ing the very fame : But they 3})‘|m:ht*ndc\:l it to be the
fole Prerogative of GO Himdeld, and a Glory that He
would not give to ancther, ‘To appoint the Orders of
his own Houfe, and theacceptable Ways of his own Wer-
fhip : That Revicionis a free Qaediince vo rie knosen
J.aws of GOZ) ; and it is neither in the Powerof Mener
Angels, to make that Religion which He has net made
fo Himfelf : That His own Inttiturions cupht not to be
et on a Level, mixed or debafed with the low Devices
of Men : and that icis a plain, full and decifive Ku e of
his own Injun@ion----4orke Law and roile Tesy1-

{) 2 MUNY
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MONY ;3 sf they fpeak »ncr occording to This Worp,
#¢ §5 becaufe there is o lighs in them.

R =

1 ol
-
¥
-

- . This is'the Psre Religien which our Father’s ad-
 mird and aim’d at, and at nothing in Religion but
what was infpir’d of GO D. This and nothing elle,

they carneftly breath’d and laboured after : But for la-

- bouring after it, tho’ fomeof the moit pious on Earth,

they were cenfureld, purfued, feized, imprifoned, fined,

and fuftered a World of Hardthip not now to be named.

A

Their native Country, which ever fince the Glori-
ous Revclution, has been an happy Land of Eafe and
Liberty, was in thofe former Times .as the Land of k-
ayrr to thole Pious Men ; and their lives were made

exceeding bitter with Religious Bondage,

‘However, thro’ thc infinite Mercy and Wildom of
GOD; it was well for our- Fuzhers, andfor Uy, in the
End, that they were thusaffli®ed. For had there been

& thea a Sucecfiion of fuchindulgent Princes and Bifbips
7 in Encrann, as there have fince the Prince
of Ua ancE alcended the Throne ; there never had been
fuch a Countrey as 7445, for Religion, good Order,
Liberty, Lezming and Hourithing Towns and Churches ;
which have, given usa deftinguithing Namein theiVorld,
and have refle®cd a fingular Honour to the Perfons
ard trinciples of it’s original Serlers for this Hurdred
Zears. But having a rougher Surface, a barrenner Soil,
a more inclement Air than the Southern Countries ; it
wou'd 1n all humane Profpect, have been ar this Day
as the Wafts of New-Scorcanp or the wilder Defarts
between us, but abundsatly fuller of barbarous Natives ;
or atmott in no better Condition than the bordering

§-1antations.

But the omnilcientand fovercign GO had efpied and
chofen this L.aad for our Fathers, for a Refuge and He-
ritage for them and theirChildren ; thatherechey mighe
fet up his Worfhip and Churches according to “the in-

Ipired Pattern,bebold the Beauty of the Divine Appoint-
NI
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ments in their ScripturalPurity, & leave thefe ineftimable
Irivileges, whichthey juftly preferred above all things
elfe in the World, as a Bleiled Inheritance to their
Pofterity, as we fee at this Day. -

And now Jet us look back and behold in what a re-
markable manner, the GOD of our Fathers was pleafed
to Bring themout of the Land of their Sorrows, to this.
far diftant and quict Recels of the Earth, and put it
mto taeir Hands. '

Firft, He {ends a fmalier Company into a nesgbbouring
Stare * ; thar there they might form themfelves into 3
regular Ecclehadtical Body, till this hidden Part of the
Earth fhou'd appear to the Light, and yer come under
{uch a difcouraging Charadter, thatnone but Men infpir’d
with a Zeal for Religicn weuld go on to fettle ir. He
difappoints the fuccefliveEndeavours of others who came
hither only out of fecular Views, till the Country comes
to be given up and abandoned as not worthy the look-
ing after by any Trading Nation. And then He fends |
both wafting Difeales among the native Inhabitants,
and fierce Gontentions among the Survivors, that greatly
-5 diimfuifhcd their Numbers, and made Room for his Peo-
ple.

But O how korrid and difmal do thele New found .
egions appear ! On the Shoars and Rivers, nothing .
but Sights of wretched, naked and barbarous Nations, -
Adorers of Devils --- The Earth covered with hideous
Thickets, that require infinite Toils to fubdue --- A
rigorous \WVinter for a third Part of the Year --- Not a
Houle to live in -.- Not a Chriftian to fee --- None but
Heathen of a ftrange and hard Language to {peak with
--- Not a Friead within Zhree Thonfand Miles to help
1In any Emerzeacy --- and a vaft and dangcrous Ocean
to pals over o this!

But the ALMIGHT'Y infpires with a Zeal and Cou-
rage that nothing can daunt, with a Faith and Patience

mm_mmm

t Viz, Into Holland ig 1610,
that
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that nothing can brake. He rmaifes up Men of fuperior
Fiety, Relolution and Wifdom tolead and animate in
the Great Defign *. And on they come, all alone

a fmall and fecble Number, thro’ contrary Storms and
boifterous Seas they were never us’dto: tho’ ewice
driven back, - a terrible Winter approaching, their
Wives and poor piteous Children with them, and like
Asaanam of old they know not whither.: But the
LORD is their Guide : Hedivides the Seas before them s
He leads them thro® in Safety :"He brings them with
Joy to the Border of his defigned Sanctuary, to this
meuntainous Country which his Right Hand had pur-
chaled. And having caft out multitudes of Heathens be-
fore their Arrival, He gives tSem Favour in the fightof
the Reft : He divides his People an Inheritance by Line,
‘and makes them to dwzll in Peace in the midft of many
powerful Nations, that cou’d have fwallow’d them up

in 2 moment, for above Fifiy Years togecher.

But a Greater Coleny is now coming on, to ftreng-
then the other, and to fill up the Landfrom Sea to Sea,
and from the River to the Endsof the Earth. And here,

Behold and Wonder how this is alfo accomplifhed.

Great Numbers of ex. nent Perfons, and others, of
the fame pious and pure Difpefitions in the main with
the former, yer continued in the Churches of ENcLaNnD
and in Communion with them as long as the higher
Rowers indulg’d them, with earncft Delires, La-
Lours and Hopes of a farther Reformation of Worthip.
But 2 Spirit atP fevere Impofition is now let loofe upen
thefe. The Bock of Stures on the Hely Sablath of
GOD muft be Read by the Minifters in the Publick
Aflemblies ; and their A Jerr to unfcriptural Ways of
Worthip muft be Subfcribrd as anecceflary Term of
their Preaching, c¢ven tho’ they were folemoly Or.
dain’d 1n the Church tothe Office, requir’d by Curist

¥ Snch as Mr. CARVER, Mr. BRADFORI), and Mr WINEE-
LOW, fucceflive Goverp~is of PLYMOUTH (UOLONY,

W ho cume together in the firft Ships which fet {3l the
Iaft vimie from PLYMOUTH tn ENGLAND on Sepr. 6. and

attived 1n CAPE COD Hasbour on Nuvemb. 11l 1600,
Himfclf
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Himfelf to difcharge it, and had 2 Wo laid-on them if
they delifted todoit. And for Preferving their Confei-
ences pure, they are driven out of their Churches, they
are forced from theirklocks that lov’d tham as the Lighy
of their Eyes, and are more harafled and worrtied t

the vileft of Men

And pow, at once, to the Surprize of the Nation, in
almoft every Corner they are moved of GOD to look to
this part of the Wildernels He had been preparing for
them. Many Perfons of fhining Figures are raifed up
to ¢fpoufe their Caufe and venture with them, Their
Prince is prevail’d on to grant them a Chare:r of de-
ftinguithing’nivileges.  "Lhey hear, theyrife, they flow
together : ‘Their | locks in great WNumbers attend and
follow them. They all relinguith their delightful Scats
and their dearcit Friends, they put oit their {air Eftates,
they caft themfelves & their Children onthe tumulteous
Ocean; and nothing can movethem, {o they may come
into a Wildernefs, rude and hidcous, to hear the Voice
of their Teachers, becorne a Covenant People of GOD,
obferve hie Laws, fet up his Tabcrnacie, behold his
Glory, and leave thefe things to their Otispring forever.

And the LORD preferves them,He makes the Deptha
of the Sea a Way ftor the Ranfomed to pals 5.er: He
brings them in Thoufands to thele peaceful Shoais: And
here, They that knew not cach otgcr before, falute and
embrace with Joy : He unites them in the moft lovely
Agrcement to Profels and Serve Him : They publickly
and folemnly enter into Covenarr with Him, to Love
- and Obey Him, to make his DoFrines the only Rude
of Iaith, and his Juflirutions the only Rule of Hor-
foip © And with united Joy they Sing to the LORD
~-- ‘Thouin thy Mercy haft led forth the People which
¢ Thou haft redeemed : Thou haft guided them inthy
““ Strength to thy Holy Hal .ion @ ‘TThou halt bro’t
¢« them in and Plarted themin the Mouatain of thine
" Inheritance, in the Place O LORD which Thou
“ haft made for Thee to dwell in, inthe Sanctuary
““ which thy Hands have eftablithed : and the LORD

¢ fhall Reign for ever and ever,
At
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At firft indeed, they met with very grievous Trials,
and endur’d a World of Hardpsp an‘g Afilicn : For
tho’ the LORD had thus Redeem’d and gather’d them
out of other Lands,and bro’t them hither ; yet here they
had only feiirary [ays and Thickers to wander thro’,
and no Towns or Houles to receive or cover them.
Tholfe who before had liv’d in the midft of Plenty and
Delights, now greatly faffer for want of Loc?ging,
Bread,ind Defence from Weather, Hungryand Thurfly,
‘their douls fainted in them. They are Wet with the
Showers of the Mountains, and ecmbrace the Rocks for
Shelter. They quickly fink their worldlySubfiance ; they
are forc’d to give their plexfantThings forMeat torelieve
the Soul ; and many of their Wives and Children expire
about them.--- But they endure with Patience, and cry
-~ 10 GOD, and He f2nds Relief, He f{atisfics their Jong-
- ing Souls and filleth them with Goodnels. He builds
them Houlfes and Towns for Habitation ; He prepares
them Ficlds for Planting, and He turns the Defart into
a froitful Land. Hc increas’d their Cattle ; and He
blefled their Perlons, fo that they multiplied greatly,
and He made them Families and Church2s round about.

And now the Wirperness and the {olitary Place is
(Glad for them : The Defart tejoices and bloflems as a
Rofe : it blo!{oms abundantly wirh Peace and Righte-
oufnefs ; it rejoices with Joy and Singing. ‘The Glory
of Lesanon is given to 1t, the Excellency of CarmzrL
and Suaron ; they fee the Glory of the LORD and
the Excellency of eur GOD. ‘The Waters of the Di-
vine Influence break our inthe Wildernefs, and the
Yireamns io the Defart § The parched Ground becomes
a Pool ; and the thirfty Land, Springs of Water: In
the Habitations of Dragons where they lay, there grows
up the Grafs; and an High Way now is there, which
is eall’d the 12y of Holinefs, over which the Unclean
d}c: not pals, and the Wayfaring Men do not err
therein.

And to the great Glory of GOD be it {poken ---
"There never was, perhaps, before fesn {uch a Body of

Pious People together onthe Face of the Earth. hF(;r
thofe
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thofe who came over at firft, came hither for the {ake
of Rericion, . and for that pure Religion which was
entirely hated by the loofe and Profane of the World.
Their Civil and Etd;ﬁaﬂimt Lzspzas were exemplary
Patterns of Piety : ‘They encouraged only the Pirruous
to come with and follow them : They were fo frick
on the Picious both in the Churrh and Srare, that the
incorrigible could not endure to Live in the Country,
and went back again. Profanc Swearers and Drunkards
are not koown in the Land. And it quickly grew o
famous for Religion abroad, that fcarce any orher dut
thofe who lik’d it, came aover for many Years after.
And indeed fuch vaft Numbers were coming, that the
Crown was obliged to ftop them, or a great Past of the
Nation had {con emptied it {clf into thefe .Americas
acgions, "

And for thofc who were here «-- ‘The SPIRIT from
on high is powred upon them, and the Wicpeaness
becomes a fruitful Field : H?'udgmm and Rigbreg{mﬁ
continue in it, 2nd the Effed of Rightcoulnefs is Peacs.
While a cruel Har rages in the Kingdom they lek,
lays it waft, and drowns it in Blood; the People hers
dwell in peaccablc Habitations, - in fure Dwellings, in

uiet refting Places. And the LORD enlarges the

ounds of their "Fents : He ftretches forth the Curtains
of their Habitations : He makes them to break forth
on the Right hand and on the Lefr ; He makes thelr
Seed to inherit the Lands of the Gentiles, the defolate
Places to be inhabited. And in Fifry four Years from
the firft Plantation,there appear above Four/:ore Englith
Cuuncixs, * compofed only of known, pious and

faithful Profeflors, difperfed thro™ the Wildernefs.

But now comes on a Clonud which covers our Glory!
This excellent Generation paflcs away, and there arifes
another which provokes the HOLY ONL of Isg axg

to Anger.

iy

¥ Twelve or 17 in PLYMOUTH Colany. 47 in the MAS-
SACHUSETTS, 19 in CONNECTICUY, 1t in L.LONG-
ESLAND, and 1 ar MARTHAS VINEYARD,

>3 ‘The
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The LORD fer. UE our . neighboinng Enemies
agaiaft us : He united them together, who never could
unite till now : The Hzfers Invians before, and the

aftern behind : They devour'd our isg Axx with open
Mouth, . L .

‘The Weficrz Nations firft came up * like the Was’
ters of a Flood, {trong and many: They came up over
all our Banks, they peffed thro” our Country, they ovet-
fAowed and came over, they réached to the Neck, and,
Billed the Breadth of our lzand ! They lay our Coun-
try dcfolate ; They burn our Towns round about with
Fire ; They devour.our Land in our Prefencé ! --- They
draw near'and chreaten’ even the chief "and central Tow's
it felf :* And there are thole now living, who remem-
ber, that every Man therein was ready to fhut up his
Houfe-and go out for the Prefervation: of the Remnant
. of_'the People 1--- Therg was the Noife of a Multirude
in the Mountains, like as of 3 great People; a tumul-
tucus Noife of the Kingdoms and Natjops gathered to=
gether : The LORD of Hoilts muftered the Hoft of thé
battle ; —- All hands grew faint, and évery Heart mel-
ted 1 We were afraid : Pangs.and Sorrows took hold of
us: We were in Yain 25 3 Woman that travaileth : We
were amazed at oné another : For the Dayofthe LORD
came, cruel both with” Wrath and fierce Anger, to lay
the Land defolate ! | |

But when the LORD had brought us to the Brink
of Deftru®ion,. then He heard our eameft Cries, and
arole for our Refcue. At the lifting up of Himlelf,
the Nations were {cattered -.- He rebuk?d and {et them
againf one another : He made them to flee afar off:

¢ chas’d them as the Chaft of the Mountains before
the Wind, and like a rolling thing before the Whirl-
wind, As fioke is driven away, {» He drove them
away : As Wax melteth before the Fire, {o they perith’a
at the Prefence of GOD. ‘
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_-And then, How often has He. made { the Egftern
Inmrans, the Rod of his Anger, and the Staff of his
Indignation with us ! He has {ent them agaipft us, and
givcn them the Charge to take the Speil and tread us

own a5 the Mire of the Street. - They came with open
Mouthuponus: They thruft thro’ every one theyfound
abroad : They infnared and flew our mighty Men who
went forth for our Defence : They fpoil’d our Fields
and -Paftures : They burnt up. our Houfes : They de-
firoy’d our Towns and Garrifons : They murdered our
Wives : They carried our Young Men and Virgins into
Captivity : They had no Pity on the Fruit of the Womb 3
'Their Eyes fpared not our Children, they dafh’d them
in Pieces --- e,

" But- when the LORD had perform’! his Work, his
righteous Work upon us ; He punifhed the Stoutnels of
their Hearts and the Glory of their. Looks. For they
{aid, ¢ By the Strength of cur Hands we bave done it,
¢ and by our Wifdom ; For we are Prudent, and have
“ remov’d the Bounds of the People, and have rcb’d
*¢ their Trealures, and have put down the Inhabitants,
¢ like a valiant Man *.--- Therefere the LORD of
Hofts has fent among their Fat ones Leannefs, and ut-
der their Glory kindled a Burning like the Burning of
Fire : and it confumned the Glory of their Forreit, and
they were as when a Standard Bearer fainteth:  And
thereft of the Trees of their Forreft are now grown fo
few, that a-Child may write them.
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T might go on to mention a great Variety of cther
Riehteous Ats of the LORD our GOD to this Co-
venant People, both corrective and merciful -.- As dif-
trefling Droughts and Scarciries ; contagicus and watlin

Sickaeffes ; impaverithing ﬂf/"agpcinmer:rf, Fires an

Lofes of a Publick Nature and” Influence : Fexarsons
from thofe that kave envied and hated us ; the cruel
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t In FOUR feveral terrible WARS, ‘efpeciafly the THREE
former, from 1¢7¢. to the Concluficn of the [+{t Peace 1n

1715, .
Ea taking
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taking away of our meft dear bought Previleges, the.
moft grievous Afli®ion of all others,and their wonderful
Reftoration ; The infupportable Power of ftrange Op-
preffors, and the furprizing Appearance of GOD for
our Reftue, when no other Arm could fave us, and eur
Hope was almoft perithed from before Him --- But the
time would fail me ----

I thali therefore only mention one remarkable Werk
of GOD which appears to me to be full of Wonder,
and a vifible and conftant Monument of his fpecial Fa-
vour and Appearance for ws .- and that is this --- On
the account of our pure Religion,  we kave been
8l along a People mifreprelented, envied and malige
ned above any other on Earth. We have had continu-
ally for this Hupndred Zears many powerful and active
Enemies, and but few and feeble ¥riends to ftand IP
for us and plead our Caufe --- How comes it then to pafs
that we have gieater civil &religious Privileges tEan
almoft any others'! ~~- The moft high GQD has been
our mighty Friend. 'To Him have ourdear Forefathers
and We confign’d our greateft Interefts, and He has
ftood up for us: He has removed Kings and fet v
Kings ; He has carried the Devices of the craity head-
long, thatthofe who mourn’d might be rais’d to Safety :
.And when our Cale has been fo helplefs that we cou’d
only Pray, we have then ftood ftill and feen the £al-
wvation of GOD. --. It is. all 2 continued Hork cf s -
It can be afcrib’d to nothing elfe : Let it be ever mar-

vellous in our Eyes :  And let Him have all the Glory.

~ And {olet Him have the Glory likewife of all his
“o2her Horks both of Judgment and of Mercy to us.
. Letus fr-quently call them to mind, perufe the pub-
lithed Hittories of them, and teach them to our Chil-
dren after us.

But I mult now ¢cyme on, 70 Rrsson with 2on

before ihe LORD, of 4kl thefe Righteous A&ls of 75,
Wbick He Las done 1o You and te. your Faruenrs.

LY And
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And here, in the firft Plice then we ¢ what 2
farpaifing - Faveur and Hosour, the MOST HIGH
has fhown to this particular People in our firft - For-
mation, and fo down to this Day. He form’d s of
a pious People, devoted te Him ; and He broughtthem
and their Offspring into a fpecial, open, .exprels and
folemn Covenant with Him. ‘They began with #4s5,
and 7445 has been fuccetiively laid in the Foundation
of every Church, and explicitly own’d at the Admi-
piftration of every Sacrament, and at the Admithon of
every Member.

Now the Subftance of this Covenany is, Tiar
HE «will deal «with Usy and We avil] carry to HIM,
according to bis insrtgeEp Woro. The Sa-
CRED ScrirTuxes, the Promiles and Threatnings
. exhibited in them, are the declared Rule of his Dil-
- penlations to us ; and the [ame Divine Writings, the
: Ctrines_and Injunctions reprefented in then:, are
. the profetled Rule of our Carriage to Him., This s
- the Rule and the only Rule for the People, Churches
and Religion of New-Encrann. We hold to nothing
but what we apprehend to - be revealed, taught and
required in them ; and weleave every one to fearch
and judge for themfelves.

By our facred Covenant, we are therefore underthe
moft folemn Obligations to preferve an intire and &ri&t
Adherence to this Divine Sranvanp, both in Be-
lief and Pradtice, both in Life and Wérfhip: And Wo
unto us, if we depart there from | For if wedo - -~
We brezk our Covenant with the Holy GOD, and
become expos’d to all the fearful and fignal Zwdaments
denounc’d in Scripture upon the Violaters of it; and He
is 2 True and Jealous GOD, and will fignally avenge
tke Quarrel of his -broken Covenant.  But jf we -fhitﬁ-
full{ keep to this Holy Engagement, then we are en-
tituled to all the deftinguithing Pramifes which GOD
has made to his Covenant People; and He is a Gra-
;ﬁous and aFaithfol GOD, and will furely fulsll them
or us. o .

W
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- We areallo to look on 2!l his paft Dealings, both
aflictive and merciful, both with us and our tathers,
as his Rigkrecus and Fairbful Alls, according to his
wile and well ordered Covenant : They are nothing
ele - bur his juit and faithful Performance ofit : And b

the ‘Tcnor of this facred Indenture, we are to expedt

his Treaunent of Us for the Future.

1}‘:
4 e

But then, O the estraordinary Obligations we are
under, both from the Covensne of the LORD our
GOD, and from all his fignal J#orks both of Judgment

2nd of Favourto us !

Have any of the other Plantations fuffered {o much a3
We, by cruel Wars, Depredations and Blood. thed, im-
povetithing Diflappointnents, Fires and Loiles, buth by
Sea and Land, contagious Sicknefles and other Evils,
which have maih’d us” out for the Cenfure and Con-
dentnation of the World 2 |

And yer, What Beople on Earth have had more de-
finguifhing AJvartages than we 2--- Deriv’d of plous
Anceftors ; potlel’d of agood and large Land, with
cemmodious  Harbours ang fruitful Seas; living ina
clear and heslthy Air, and in the Enjoyment of great
Privileges civil and facred @ having wile and religious
Jaws ; pious and lcarned Magcrrares and Miniflers ;
{ober and virwous L furarions ; Grammar Sckeols in every
Town of an hundied Families, free forthe Pooreft withe
out Expence ---Well-ordered Colleges to perfeét the Ac-
complithmerts of our growing Youth for the Publick
Service --- In fine, free and pure Clurele: *, divine

* PURITY in CHURCHES is oppos’d vo Humsne Mixtures,
and he Freer they are frrm thele the Purer they sre : which s
the great and profefs’d Defign of OURS, who in Religious Mat-
ters make the Revelations of GOD their only Rule, and admit of
Nothung Lut what they appichend thefe Revelations require,
brady in Difcipline and Woedhip aswell as Duétrive ana Manners,
And FREELOM in CHURCHES, {s a Iabesty to judpe of the
Mesning of thefle Revelations, and of Profefling and Afting ace
cording to our Judegment of the Meaning of them 3 and in pure
gicular the Fiee Choice of our eavn Paltors and Ways of Dilcls
pline and Worthip, «nd ooy Conlejenges in thiele things net fub-

jeed 1o any Power v Eascdi, '
Iﬂﬂt
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Inftitutions, facred Ssbbaths for the Prefervation of Re-
ligion in it’s Power and Pradtice --- And as the Effe&

'~ of'this ! ia general A {ober, civil, charitable, quiet, loyal

People ; who earneftly with’d-and pray’d for, ahd novr
greatly rejoice in the happy Advancement and Succefhorn
of the illuftrious Houfe of Haxnover to the Bririsx
"Turone, in which'alone, under GOD, we Truft, to
Treferve our Conftitution, Lawsand Liberties ; and de-
firc nothung but the Continuance of all thefe thisgs---
And where can they be found in {o great 2 meafure ‘at
in this happy Land? T *

And hera give e leave to oblerve, That tho' the
Principal Sea-Pors Towns of the Province are exceed-
ingly expofed and deprav’d by the-Powring in of ‘Trade
and Strangers’; yet ‘we may by no means judge by Thefe
of the Reft of the Countrey. For to tell you my own
Experience .-« 'Tho® for the acquirement of Grammar
Learning,I livid whénYoung in Four conliderable Country
Towas ; yet I never heard a Profane Oatk or Curfe till
] was Fifieen Years of Age, when I came down and
heard them firft from a Profane Youth of our Metropolis,

- And arenot all thefle dcﬂinﬁuiﬂﬁng Advanrages the
plain Cenfequence under GOD; of the Picus Principles
and Charafters of the firft Serriers of thefe Plantations ?
Don’t they refleét 2 hingularand cverlafting Honour on
them ? And are they not the ftrongeft Obligations on
Us, to maintzin the fame happy Principles and Cha-
racters ; that we may tranimit the fame Advantiges to
our Pofterity

- But then as all thefe Advantages have been beftowed
upon us by the LORD our GOD, and on thefe Ac-
cuunts we may with humble Admiration fay --- He has
fcarce dealt fo gracioufly with any other People under
Heaven--- How dettinpuithingly preat and multiplied
are ovr Obligationsto Remember,Love and Praife Eim .
to per{evere in our ancient Choice and Profeflion of Him,
to preierve his pure Worthip without impofing onany,
to obey his Laws, to fear Him, and truft in Him forthe
‘Time to come ; Andhoew ungratefull, how fiaful, how

provoking,
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provoking, how dangerous --t3 Forget HIM and his fig.
nal Wole; which both our thhcrsg:nd we admir'd agd

were greatly affle®ed with in the Days wharein He
wrought them for us —- and much more fo, to Forfake
Him, and Rebel 2gainft Him. |

~ But O ! Alas! Our great and dangerous Declenfions !
To what an awful meafure are they gone alresdy, how
tranicendently guilty do they make us, how threat-
ning do they grow ! Whata melancholy Profpect wou'd
lic before us --- were we to draw the Parallel between
the Firft and Prefenr Generarion ! In comparifon with
sbis, They made 3 Heaven upon Earth--- But as- when
their Heads were 1aid in the Grave, there arofe ancrber
Gexerarion after them, which did oot fo much know the
LORD, nor the Woa gs He had done for Iseaer; fo
ghe foliewing Gemeration has ftill declined further : And
now ¥z are rifen up in our Fathers ftead, an Increafe of
finful Men, to augment the fierce Anger of the LORD
wgainft his People. . .

And. is not this. the Word of the LORD this Day---
Go and cry in cheir Ears, and fay, ¢ Thus faith the
¢¢ LORD, I remember Thee the Kindnefs of thy Youth,
¢ andthe Love of thine Efpoufals, when Thou wenteft
¢c after me into the Wildemefls, into a Land that was
* not Sown: This Land was Holinels then to the
“ LORD, and the Firft Fruits of his Increafe.  All that
«« devour’d Thee, offtended ME, aad Ibrought Evil
“ ypon them. And now thus faith the LORD, What
¢¢ Iniquity have You or your Fathers found in Me ; that
‘“ You are gonc far from Me, have followed after Va-
“ nity,and are become fo vain a People ¢ Nor doyoufay,
¢ where is the L O R D, that brought us up out of
¢ 3 diftant Land,. that led us thro’ the Wildernefs,
¢¢ thro’ s Land of Defarts and Pits, a2 Land of Droughe
¢ and of the Shadew of Death ? and He brought you
¢ into a plentifull Country, to eat the Fruit thereof and
¢ the Goodnels thereof. But now ye have entred, ye
¢¢ have defiled my Land and made my Heritage an
¢ sbomination. Wherefore I will yet plead with you,
¢ {aith the LORD, and with your Children’s Cl:‘il I-;cni

- 4l
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£ ~Hath 2 Nation changed their Gods ;---But. my Peq-
¢ ple have changed theirGlory for;that. which profiteth
¢ not.  Be aftonithed O ye Heavens, at this - -- For my

¢ People have committed two Evils; they have forfa-

¢ ken Me the Fountain of living Waters, and hewed
“* thein out Cifterns, oroken Cifterns that ¢an hold no
] * ;

¢ Water.

Now we are Guilty ol thefe provoking Evils 3 when
we ‘Turn from the predeminant Love of GOD and of
 his Holy Ways, negleét his Intereft, and feek the Plea-
fures, Weaith or Hunours of the prclent World, with
a greater Ardour, asa more delirable Source of Good
and Happinefs.  And tho” “dstrue, we flill maintsin in
general tiic fame religious Principles and Profeihons with
our Pious Fathers; yet how greatly is the Spitit of Piety
-declin’d among us, how fadiy is Religion turning moie
and mereinto ameer Form ¢f Golliuefs, as the AvosyLe
fpeaks, without the ‘Poicér, and how dicadfully is the
Love of the World prevailing more and more upon this
Profeiling People ! Aund this notwithftanding all the
2calous Lefismenies waich have from time to time for
above this Tiirec/Core Years been born againft thele
growing Evils.

—r TE wm WP W

Like as to Ise axt of old, o the LORD has fent
Us, frem the carly Days of our Apsftacy, his faithful
Miniiers to teftify agantt it, and to warn usof the fa-
tal Confequence.  With what wonderful Life and Far-
neftnefs have they upon all Occalions, and elpecially on
{uch as thele, delivered their anxious Souls and mourned
over us, as their Brinted Scrmons fhow * ¢ And how
folemn, plainand § 'chful o their Publick Admoniti-
ons of ‘our Sin and Danger ! But like thot ancient Peo-

le alfo, we have not hearkned to the Veice of GOD,
Eut hardned our Necks againft Himmy, and have done
worfe and werle ip every Generation.  And what will

- -

il gl ik A

u See the Excellent Eleftion Sermons of Mr. H{GGINSQN.
MITCHEL, STOUGHTON, DANFGRTH, SHEPARD, OAKES,
TORREY, &, which might be of Pubjick Jzrvice, were they
Re-printed and Difperfed, . be
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be the Gmﬁq‘uemce of this, uniels a Reformation fave
us --~ but feverer Chaftizements than others {uffer, &
owing Seperation between our GOD and Us, the
‘gfgﬁ'ﬁdﬁwﬁamt of his HOLY SPIRIT from us, the Lofs
of Piety, the Increale of all Corruption both in Worfhip
-ahd in Manners, as they ulually ge together, and ater-
rible Entail of Vice and Ruin to our dear Pofterity !

.‘ [ _—
_k

And have we not fufficient Caule to apprehend that
we are already come to fuch an awful Pals, to fuch a
ftupid, carelefs and incorrigible Frame as they --- when
the LORD dire@ed {fuch 2 Word as this to be delivered
to them, Jer. wii. 25, ---28. Since rhe day shar your
Fatbers came Jorth our of the land of Bcyer unto this
2ay, I bave fent unto you ali my Servanss the Prophets,
dasly rifing up early,aud fending them. Yet 1hey hear-
Rened not unro me, ner inclsned their Ear, Eut bardned
st eir Neck, they did nworfe than their Fatbers. There-
fore thou fhalr [peak all 1hefc Words unto them, but
vhey <trh) nor bearken unmto tkece: thou fhalt alfo call
‘wauro skem, bus they wvill not anfocer thee. But thou
Jhals fay wnto them, This is 4 Nation thas obeyeth not
—a'!::*fir Feice of the LORD their GOD, nor recesvesh Cors
TECKION ~ve
The tcllowing Ferfe I dread to Read --- and hope &
does not yet belong to this backfliding People. But I
muft needs confefs, that confidering the Incfinatinns in
the Children of pious Anceftors to degencrate, and the
ufual Courfe of Providence among them, with ourown
paft Behaviours and prefent State and Profpedts-- - I can’t-
ut fear, that this declining People will grow worfe and
worle in every Age, if ths IHorld contipnes, till they
come to be as much remark’d for Sinfulnefs & Miferies,
as they have been heretofore for Piety and great Advan-
tages.
Now then, Let the affe@ing View of all thefe things,
both Prefent, Paft and Future, excite us ail in our feve-
ral Places, to doour utmoft, that we maynot fhare in
the dreadtul Guilt of this Declenfion, nor have our pare
in drawing on the lamentableConfequences of it. But let
ws Jay it to Heart ,and mowrn before the LORD, firft our

o

own Apoftacies &Sins and then the Apoftacies & Sins
; pre-,
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prevailing among this People.  Let us cry earnefly for
the SPIRIT of Grace to be jourcd forth on us & them,
that the Hearts of the Chsldren may be returngdto the

GOD oftheir Fatkbers, and may cantinue fledfaft in his
facred Covenant, And being revived our felves, let us.
Jabour to revive Religion inour feveral Famslses ; and

then rife up for GOD in this Evil Day, bare our open

Witnefs allo, againft the Publick Degeneracy, and do.
whet in us lies for the Revival of the Power of Piety.
among zll about us.

And to direct and quicken us herc, Let us improve
the fhining Parrerss which owr ancient Farneass
have fet before us--- |

Let our Honourable Rurzrs of every Kind and Or-
der, from the higheft to the loweft, Remember thole
admirable Civic Leasens of this People, that have
gone before us, and imitate their great Example. ‘

They were moftly Men of good Eftates & Families,:
of liberal Educations, and of large Experience : Butthey
chiefly excel’d in Picty to GOD, in Zeal for the Purity
of his Worlhip, the Reverence of his glorious and icar-
ful Name, the ftrict Obfervance of his Holy Sabbatlis,
the Refpet and Maintenance of an unblemifh’d Miniftry ;-
thé {pread of Knowledge, Learning, geod Order, Quict,
thro’ the Land, a Reign of Righteoufnels, apd the Wel-
fare of this People. In fhort, the making and executing
wholfem Laws for all thele Blefled Ends : And in Wif-
dom, Cocurage, Patience, Mecknels, Self-denial for the
Publick Gooﬁ, and ftedfalt Perfeverance in their Endea-
vours after it.

'They laid the wife Foundations of our fucceeding ang
prefent Happinels : They united with their Paftors in
Confultations and Endcavours for the Advancement and
Prefervation of Religion, and the Privileges, Peace and
Order, of the Churches: By their grave and prudent
Carriage, they happily preferv’d a Vencration for their
Pexfons and Authority among the People : And yet care-
fully protected them in the full Enjoyment of thicis
- precious Livertics,

F s Mr.
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Mr. Mitcaer {praking of them in his EleQiom
Sermon in 1667, obferves, that « Thar tvas ehe 3oth
Tear Cugrant <vith rke Massacuvseras Cilony | I
may add--- the s-ththen with Prynovru | rhar GO
bad. civen them Godly - Magifirarcs -—- And that rhe
Sun did ner fbine npon axn kappicr Pecple than thcy
evere, 17 vegard of t1é; Mercy. . And Mr. Oaxes
in his EleCtion Seérmon, 10 1673 --- © AMary and sven-
derful arc vhe Favoursand Privileges wlick ti0 JORD
sour GO Lark conferredupen You, Asto scur Civic
GovernNMENT; o Fave bad Mosrs, Men Iirean
of -she. fame Spirit, 10 lead and go Pofere You : The
EQRD bsth wnor given Childven ro bc verr Leadeis - --
b4s Pious, Faithful, Prudent Magittrates, Mrn in Wifs
dom and Underftanding--- VMen ¢f Neheminh’s Spirie,
rhat fagke mor themfclves, bur fivcerely dcficn’d the
Goed, and confulted the Helfare and Preipesity of
ﬂgﬁ‘?lmmtiem --- Afen ther did wnet rircroufly ex-
alt the Bread cf tke Gorerrerr, bue cleerfuliy re-
ceeded from ericir own Rizhr, [yeiparbicing <cith, srd
compaffionarely conjidering the lero Eiare axd Cendi-
diondf this Peeple. --- Good Magiftrates, good Laws,
ard the vigorous Exccution of them, ZLath leen the
Irivileze and Glory of New-Excranr, «vherein Teu
have been aduanted aleve mol of the Naticks cf the
Eareh, - -

L

In fine, They faithfully ferv’d their Generation ac-
carding té the Will of GOD : They were greatly con.
cern’d for the Religon and Welfare of their Pofterity
'They now enjy tae glorious Fruits of all their Ser-
vices, and bave feft their excellent Examples for thefe
to follow who faculd rife up in their Ilaces, as You
are this Day. -
W

T
+

. We the Minifiers and People account it happy, that

tve fee fo many in Place of Publick Power, defcending
from the ancient Founders ofthefe'Toans and Churches,

1nd others, in {uch a mealure like them, in exalted Sta-

tlons. - We ally efteem it ajoyful Smile of Heaven,

that our moft Gracious KING has givenus P'rineipal
Ruders outof Oar Silves; Men of known Virtue, and
| weil -
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well acquainted with cur Conftitution, Genius, Cir-
cumftance, and chief Concern and Intereft. And the
Jate furprizing Turn of Providence in Favour to this dif-
ftrefied People, fills us with humble Adorations cf the
Sovereign Power and Covernment of GOD ; and gives
us fuch raifed Apprehenfions of the grucicus Difpoli-
tions of our Kixe and Qureen to favour us, as both
infpires us with univerfal Joy and Gratitude, and alfo
affures us, that Your Honowvrs will beft pleafe their
Majefties, by purfuing your own Inclinations to render
us an ealy and happy [People.

And how is it imaginable that this can be better
done, than by following the deftingdifhing Examples
of the ancient Farkhers of this Country ; by whole au-
fpicious Condudt, this Ilantation grew and flocrithed
under many Difadvantages, without any Expenee or
Help from the Crown, and {oon out-ftrip’d all others
in Virtae, Learning, Power and Figure, tho’ not in
Riches.

Let our Ministers Likewife call to mind and imi-
tate, the Hurninve and Stiming Lighes that were fift
fet up in this difmal Wildernels.

Inftecad of my drawing their exaited Charalter, I
would rather give it inthe more authentick Venmns
of thole who perfonally knew them. They are the
joint and expiring Teftimony of the venerable and aged
Mr. Hiccinson and Hussarp * in the Year 1-co1,

““ Aibeve Seventy 2tsrs | fay they | bave paged
crvty, fince One of Us; and abeve Sixty foeee the Orler
of 45 came (o New-LNGLAND - [Fe are therefore
cep bz ro make forse Comparifon oerween rhe Condirion
cf thie Clurches cehes they wwere frid crelied in 1y
Counery sand theCepldirioninto sabivlitiey are wow J#ry
and yicre falling coery Lav --- IFe that fazv tle Pey.
fons, «vio from Lour famous Colonies, afurbled ¢x 2pp
SyNOD, thar agreed os cur Pladorin of Church-Difti.

® Mr. WILLIAM HUBBARD ¢f 1ofieiih,
PHUC§
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pline, cannot ferges their excellent Charafer. Then
cvere Men of grear Resows snthe Nation, from cwbence
3be Laudean Perfecurion exibed them 2 Their Learning,.
rhesr Hoiinofs, their Gravity firuck all Mes that knewo
them wwith Admirarion. Tlhey awvere 'Timothies én sbeir
Houfes, Chrylcftomes én zheir Puipits, Auguftines is
thesr Dhijpurations. The Prayers,the Studies, the Fum-
ble Exqusries, <wsth wlhickh they fouglht after the Mind
of GOD, wwere as likely ro Profper as any Mew’s upos
Eerth, And the Sufferivgs «wheresn they wwere Carg‘?ﬁ?r:

Jor tke Name and Truth of the LORD FESUS
CHRIST, add unto tke Arguments wwhbich scculd
perfvade us, that our Gracisus LORD avould Reward
#53 Honour them acith communicasing much of bis Truth
unto them. The famous Brrieurman kad foretoid,
Clanorem Lucem adhuce Solitudo dabit 5 ¢ GOD) werdd
€€ wet reveal moreof the srue Church-State to fome of bis
€€ faitkbful Servanis, whows Hewould fend snso & Wildera
« nefs,tbat He might tkers baveCommunion witbd bem.”
And st was eminently accomplifped in wwhar was dose

Jerand by the Men of GOD, thar frft erefted Chut-
ches for Hiw ¢n 1this American Wilderrefs,
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'Thus thofe two ancient Witnefles, who brought up
the Rear ofthe firft Generation that came from Enc-
X AND, : -

Indeed the infpired ScrirrurE, as was obfervd
before, is our only Authoritative Rule eof Faith and
Worfhip : and our Plarform is no other than the de-
clared Judgment of the Senfe of Scripture in matters of
Church Order, Difcipline and Worfhip which our an-
cient Minifiers and Cibers *, with abundant Prayers

| g Lo

b

@ 1 {fay OTHERS ; Becaule it has heen a Fundamental Vrin
ciple with us, thar as CHURCHES are campofed both of MINI-
STERS and BRETHREN ;5 and Ecslefiaftical Ceuncils or Syrods
are proper Reprelentativas of Churckes ; chat therefore there
fl:ould {et i1n 2ll fuch ASemblies, not only MINISTERS, Dut alfo
UTHEERS chofen by the Churches to reprefent them : That they
ey niot be merely CLERICAL, or Synods of the CLERGY, ULt
LCCLESIATICAL, or S¥nods of the CHURCHES. Aad fuch
have been all our NEW-ENGLAND Synnsds and Councils from

e FirR 3 spreeslie w thae (amaws Precedens ig  AQs. zv. 3
a
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and humble, free and diligent Enqgiries and Conferen-

ces, almoft unanimoufly came into. Butthen as no
other Peoplein thefe later Ages have been favoured with
fuch Advantages as the Founders of thefe Churches,
to fearch into, difcover and put in Practice the Chriftian
Way of Church-Order, Difaipline and Worfhip deferibed
in the Worp of GOD; they being intirely Men of
Piety, Knowledge, Judgment, the moft about the mid-
dle Age of Life, who had made the Bsble their familiar
Study, many of them Perfons of Superiour Learning, and
all free from any Intluence of Humane Powers and
Conflitutions in Religious Matters ; they wholly relin-
quifh’d all devifed Scheams of Men, and fet themielves
to confult the Sacred Scriprurrsonty, thatthey might
happily fce what thefedirected, and fubmit therets ; and
havmg renounced all Profpects of worldly Riches,Pow-
crs and Dignities, for this very End. --- They werg on
thefe accounts moft likely to find out the Truth in
thofe Affairs. And tho’ our Fairh is not to be {ub-
jected to Their Judgment, but Fe thould alfo humbiy,
fincercly and carefully Search rbe Scxirrurrs, and
try thefe things by T/hem, and fec whether they are
conformable to thole Oracles of GOD or no, as the
noble Berxzans did when eventhe ArosTrLes taught
them ; yetthe Refuls of their united, pious, anxious and
laborious Enquiries, under fuch Advaniages, demands
a very extraordinary Peneratien from all impartial Men,
and efpecially from us their dear Pofterity.

And can we do «ay thing better, both for the Ade
vantage of our Miniftry, the Satisfaction of our People,
and the Quiet of our Churches, than to go on upon the
Scriptural Foundations thele excellent Men have already
laid ? notto fet afide, or build anew, but to go on fur-
ther as the Light of Scripture leads us, for our sommon
Peace and Edification. And Iknow of nothing of grea-
ter moment, than to adwifcrs Meshbods &bout calling
Councils in afairer, more peaccable, equal and har-
monious manner, than we are now unhappily liable
to ; that fo this facred Ordinance may not be fo fub-
ject 10 befruftrated by the dark Intreagues of crafty Men,
nor Anti-Coungils 13is’d to fupport conteading Parties,

- to
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t< the  great Dithonour of CHRIST, the. Grief of all
good Men, and the Inflammation and Continuance of
Hatred and Divifions. -

- And how happy for thefe Churclies, and for all this
‘Country bath to this and future Generations, as I would
with Submifiion hope, if with the Countenance and Jnvi-
aticn of our Civir Farners, we might have a Svy-
Rov in due time Convensd: not to make the leaft In-
junitions upon anv, which is contrary to our kncwn
Principles, but only to advife and propofe thofe Me-
thods which may conduce to the promoting Diety, Peace
and Good Order in our own Churches; but left to
every one to receive ornot, as they think bet. Jro
fuch happy Sv#ods we had in the Reign of Xing
Cuarves I and #xo more in the Reign of King
Craxcss 1, sithout Offence; invited by the Civil
Rulers, who alfo fat among them  as chofen Reprefen-
tatives of our Churches, and as grave Advifers with the
Reft,but all without theleaft cocrcive Power. Even the
Preceflants inFrance were often allowed by theirKings
to meet in Syxods, and Benevolences given them out of
the Royal Treafury. Nor can we think His Majesty
can be difplealed with us, if He were to know, that
our New-England Sysods are not like thole of other
Countries, to make Decrees or Canons, but for Crun.
fel oxly, for the Peace and Order of the Churches vho
fend their Paftors and other Delegates to Conlult to-
gether and give their free Advices : And that as no Ju-
rhersyy is orever was put forth by our Civil Rulers by
deriviya any Fower to fucha Synod, orin iaviting the
Chu.ches to them, the Churches being always left at
Licerty whether to fend or no, to comply or no ;
there can be mo Invoficsi on any Power in {uch a free
Jrviretica » it being unpotitible. as 1 humbly apprehend,
there faonld be any Powerinvaded, where there isnone
aflumed. v |

~in fine, Let vux Prorie i» Generel, both now and
Cequently lock back totheir excellent Fercfarbers, and
Tadbowr 2fter that Spitit of Grace and Prayer, of Purity
ard Charitv, of Zeal for GOD and Love to Mcen,
vioch dwelt fo emicently inthem,

| And
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And that we may know fomething more concerning
them ; Let us hear that gieat and immeortal Honour of
his Country, Mr. Wirriam Stovciron, inhis Elec-
tion Sermon in 1668, * who liv’d among them. |

¢¢ _As for ExTrnacxion ard Descenr; if e De
sorfidered as a4 Poflersty, O svbar PARENTS and PrE-
DECRSSORS, 74y sve the moft of us Jock back unzo, thro*
whofe Losns the LORD bath firerched forrh tle Line
of bis Covenanty meafuring of us vut, and raking us into
Le a peculiar ‘Povsion ro Himfelf 1--- Aud tiien--- As 10
Mew-Encran»’s Firft Ways, Wioar glorious things
wmighs hbere be [poken unto the Pratfe of free Grace and
to suflify the LORD's Expeltations upon this Ground !
- O awbat were the opes ‘Prafé{am of the LORZVs
People vbar firf) emver’d this Wildernefs 2 Howo did our
Farwxns enrerrain the Gofpel, and all tle pure Infti-
putions thereof, amd theofe Libertses «ckbsch shey byiughe
over © What was thesr Commpunion and Fillowfbip in
sheAdminifirationsof ¢be Kingdomof JESUSCHRIST ¢
Fhae cvas the Pitch of thesr Bretherly Love, ¢f thesr
Zear for GO D and bis Ways, and agassfi #ays de-
frrullive of Trut2 asd Holinefs? What was rheir Hu-
mility, their Movtificarion, thesr Exemplarive/s?  Heqy
ssuck of Holinels to the LORD zcas wrirren upon 4l
sheir Weys and Lranfallions? GOD (ifted a whole
Nation that He might [end chesce Grain over into this
Biildernefs . [ Again, 1¢° Thofe tkar kave gone be-
fore us im 1he Cﬂﬂﬁ of GO beres Who and wwhatwerd
ghey ¢ Lertainly Choice and Pick’d Oxes, <whem He
stasncntly prepared and rrasned up and qualified for 1his
Service : They were Worrnies, Mer of fingular Ac-
complifbments, &and of leng and grear Ejpcﬁeme : Xes
did they walk with Fear and Trembling before rhe
LORD, inrhe Sf:;@ of their cen Nothingnefs and In-
fuiciency for the Vork Lerete ke dene V. iAnd again}
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* Then 2 PREACHER of the Gofpel in Dorchefler : But Three
Years after Chafen a MAGISRTATE ofthe M ASSACHUSETTS
COLONY : And afterwards made Uy Kigwg WILLIAM aud Queen,
MARY of ever Glorious Memory--- LIEUT. GOVERNOUR snd

Comguuler ia Chief of this PROVINCE.
’ (> « Qomfider
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« Confider and rememler always that the Books shar
fsall be oprned at1be Yaft Day wvsll conzain Genealogies
£5 shem. Toere {oall then be brougky forth a Regifter
of the Genealogics of New-Encranp's Sons & Daughi-
ters.  How fiudi wwe many of us lold up our Faces then,
deben there (pall be a [folemn Rebearfal of our Delcent,
as <2l as of vur Degeneracies ! o bave st Pulblifbed
whofe Child thou art, «ill be cutring t0 thy Scul, as
well as 10 bave she Crives reckorved up that Thow are

cuslty of | %

'Thele were the defiinguifs’'d Setlers of New-Ewnec-
tAND ! And 25 we are now rejoicing in the happy
Fruszs of their excellng Piety, Wildom, Magnanmity,
Hardfhips, Fains and Labours --- Does it not become us
to remcmber and mention themm with the moft grate-
full Efteem 2nd Heonour, totreat their INames with Ve-
neration as r/lre <worthy Faruers cof this Coumtrey, to
rife up and call them E’qued, to ‘ollow their bright Ex-
amples, to obferve their living Exhortations and their
dying Charges, andconftantly adhere to the Grear and
noble Ends of all their arduous Undertakings, Sufter-
ings, Cares, Prayeis and Labours for us ?

But in a2 fteady adherance to thele grear Ends, Let
Us continue alfo to Excesd all Others in our Exrenfive
Charity. To account their Churches, to be true Chur-
ches, and their Minifters tobe true Minifters, as vehave
alwaye done, whether they will ours or no : to own and
trcat then as our Chriftian Brethren, tho’ they fhou’d-
refufe to own us in the fame Relation: To aflume into
cur Werfsp nothing but reveal’d Religion, or what
we apprehend of Scriptural Example or Appointment ;
thar fo the Doors of our Communson may be as wide as
CHRIST sllows, there may be nothing on our Part to
hinder it, and we may [till have the Glory, Safety and
satisfattion to be of the moft generous and charicalle of

Jaurches, as being one of the brighteft Afarks as well
as Ornaments. of true Religion and of pure Chriftianity.

And
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-And now, *.Bleffed bethe LORD osur GOD, even
the GOD that form’d this People for Himf&tf to fhew
forth his Praifes : who redeemed them out of difiant
Lands, who brought them thro’ the Depths of the Seas,
and fhewed them - his Great Salvations ; who tock them
into his Covenant and gave them the Land of the Hea-
then, that they might obferve his Statutes and keep his
Laws. ‘They have {een thy Goings O GOD in the
San&uary ! Blels ye the LOYKD in the Congregations ;
even the LORD, 3¢ Defeendants from the Founrain of
our Ise szt | Thy GOD hath commanded thy Strength -
Strengthen O GUD that which Thou haft wrought for
us ! Let thy Work appear to thy Servants, and thy
Glory to their Children ! Let the Beauty of the LORD
our GOD be on us, andeftablith Thouthe Work of
our Hands 20 furure Generations.

May our Princes always Rule us in Righteoulnefs
and Mercy : May our Goverscurs be tender §athers to
us as they have been of old : May our Ceunrry never
want of Der cun Sons bro’tup in Her, to take Her by
the Hand and Guide Her : May thcfe that lead us never
caufe us to Err, nordeftroy the way of our Path, but
rule in Judgment and the Fear of GOD ! .-.-May thefe.
be always wile and pure bothin Heart and Life, ¢4
bare the Veflels of the Sanfluary : And may the LORD
our GOD create upon all our Clurchbes, as it were a
Cloud and Smoke by Day, and the thining of a flaming
Fire by Night; And on all the Glory create a De-
fence.---May this Seminary of Learsisz fo fair and plea-
fantin our Eyes,which our wile and pious Farhers let up
fo carly to enlighten and rejoice our Land ; yet ftill pro-
duce {uch illuftrious Perfons as Sreucieon, LDudley, Sal-
ronitaland Belcher ; and fend forth fuch - Grear & Furn-
¢nz Lights, as it has already, into our Church's, and
may they flow for ever ... May the LORD of Hofts
Reign among us, and be for a Crows of Glory to  us,
and our Salvation in Times of 'Trouble : May H-~ for
ever plead the Caufe ofthis his People, defend this Coun-
try to Save it for his own Name’s fake, contend with
them that contend with us, and fave our Children

G2 May
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May no Weapon form’dagainft us ever Profper, and ew

Tongue that thall rife aﬁainﬁ: us in judgment be con-
demned !..- Maywe be the Blelled of the LORD, and
our Ofipriwz with and after us : May they fpring vp
as the Grafs, as Willows by the Warer-Courles : i’lay
they be taught of GCD), and their Beace be Grear ¢
May they take Root and Bloflom; and £l the Face of
the Land withFruoit ; And may the Kindnefsofthe LORD
never depart from us or them, wnoer his Covenant of
Peace be removed from them - May ‘we be EMMA.
NUEL’s Land, the People of the Holy one of Isk axc;
And may the LORD make us an eternal Excecllency,
a joy of many Generations's May our Righteoufnels go
forth as Biightnefs, and our Salvation ss alamp that
burncth : May the Nations fee our Righteoutnels, and
all Kings our Glory : And may the LORD delight in
us, and rejoice over us, and make us a Praife in the
Earth.

And to Conclude, with that moft publick, folemn and
final Cranor of another slisf jous Propler, to all the
Princes of the ‘Tribes and others aflembled then before
Him, in 1 Chron. xxviii. 8. Neze therefore, i the Sicke
of all lsmaxr, the Congrecaricn of the LORD, ans in
the Audience of okr GOUL) 3 Keep and feck for all the
Commandments of the LOPD your GOD, that ye mag
continue to po/fi/s rkfs Good Land whick the TORD
Fath gives 1vr, and may leave it Jor an Ivberitance
to sorr Clildren after you for cver.,
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APPENDIX

To S8 up rhefe wacast Pages, I take leave 10 infers.
the ﬁg“_}m:i;:g Taﬁﬁﬂ ﬁam Mr. Stousnton's
- Elellion Sermon, Apnl 29. 566%.

¢ FREER S {'br fpecial Relatson unto GOD ; Whom
Y ﬂg ¢ hath the LORD more {ignally exalted
- @ 555213? ¢ than his People in this Wildernels 2 The
SARK ¢« Name and Intereft of GQD, and Cove--
* nant-Relatien to him, it hath becen written upon us.
¢ iv Capital Letters fromthe beginning.  GOD had his
€ Crearares in this Wildernefs before we came, and his
* Rarional Creasures too, yea 2 multitude of them ;
“ but as to Soms and Childres that are Covenant-born
* s GOD, Are not we the £ in fuch a Relation
In this relpe@ we are furely the LORD’s fgrfi-bern
in this Wildernefs. Of the poor Natives betore we
came, we may fay as 1fa. 63. 19. They wwere nes cabled
by the LOR%’S Name, He bear net Rule over them :
But we *have been from the begioning, and we aro
the LORDs.--- - *
© A; for Reftipulariens, and Engagements back again
te GOD, what awful publick Tranfactions of this
kind have there been amongft us ¢ Hath not his
Earheard us folemnly Avoucking him, and him alone,.
to be our GOD and Saviour? Hath not a great part
of the World been a Witnefls of thele things, ¢ven of
our explicite QOwnings of, and Covenantings with the
[.ORD as cur GOD, laying this as a foundation-ftone
i our Building? And of this we may fay, It hath been
a fpecial Exafperation unto Adverlariesand Ni-wiliers
that delpiled Neww- Fngland hath laid Claim to, and
publickly avouched and challenged a {pecial Tntereft
im God abeve others,
© As for oxr Aivantages and Priviledees in a Co-
© venant-ftate: here time and ftrength would fail to
° reckon up what we have cnjoyecs' of this kind: If
¢ any DPeople in the World have been lifted uvp vo
¢ Heavenas to Advantages and Priviledges, wearet' e
¢ Deople.
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¢ People. Name what you will under this Head, and
¢ we have had it.” Wglove had A%fes and Aaren to
¢ Jead us ; we havé had “Trachings and Infirudtions,
¢ ling upon line, and precept upon precept ; we have had
¢ Ordinances and Gofpel-difpenfations the choiceft of
¢ them ; we have had PPeace & Plenty ; we have had Af-
¢ Hictions and Chaftifements in mealure ; we have had
¢ the Hearts and Piayers and Blefling of the LORD’s
¢ People cvery where ;'we have had the Eye & Hand of
€. GOD, watching and working cvery way for our Good ;
¢ our Adverfaries have had their Rebukes, we have had
¢ our Encouragements, and 2 Wall of Fire round zbout
¢ us. What could have been done more for us than
¢ hath been done 2-e- ' ‘

¢ What the LORD expectsfrom us is, notany thing
““of deubsful Difputatien, not meeily Civils or Pru--
¢ dentials ; but the fure and certain, the often acknow-’
¢ ledged, and ftated, common Intereft of the Peeple of
¢ GOD, and of you the LORD’s People infpecial ; The-
¢ Intereft of practical Picty and Holinels ;- The Inte--
¢ reft of unmixed, fpiritual Golpel-Wetthip, and of the-
¢ fincere and open Profeffion and owning GF the Truths
¢ and Ways of CHRINT ; --- 'The Intereft of Unity and-
¢ Peace in the ways of Reformation,and of expeding ard
« waiting for the flue of all thole great and aﬂnniﬁning-
¢ Providences that are woiking every where ; The in-
¢ tereft of thele ‘Things, and of juft and righteous Li-
¢ berties in order Lereunto, is 3ll chat which I intend.
¢ The Times are come, and hafining more and more,
¢ wherein Faithfulrefs to GOD inall thefe things, will
¢ be the moit gloricus Crown that can be worn upon
¢ Farth; A Crovwn upen which it thall be graven, Hire
¢ 55 the Fairh and ‘Patiernce of the Scints, 'This then
¢ is the word of tte LORD unto his Nesw-Englant
¢ Churches and People this 12y, et no Man rake yeur
¢ Cresvn from wcu ; No Temptations, no Corruptions,
¢ no Infinvations, no Threatnings, no Fcars, no Ad.
¢ wverlaries, ---

“ And this we muft know, that --.- Ile rlas is not
S kith CHR IS ss againf bip ; -~ o thar ga-
| S plererd
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v shereth nor with CHR IST, featsereth “abrosd ;
¢ we muftdeclarefor whom we are, and Choofe our fide.
¢ We indeced of thefe Ends of the Earth have long fince
¢ made our Choice; we have given up our felves to
© the Lorn Z ESU § asto our Spiritusl Kizg and
¢ Lazgiver, to be his Portion and Inheritance : Now
that which the LORD expects is, that we fick to
this our Choice ; that we give not back a whit, fo
as to becouie Liars unto that GOD who unto us
hath not been as [Farers that fail.---
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¢ Take heed of and watch againft all the varicus
¢ Steps, Degrees, Mecrheds whereby Men come to for-
« sz[; and turs off from the LORID and his Ways.
“Yen ule the Ordinances of GOD figinly and
Y. --- Church-watch, Fellowfhip, Diicipline
. aemono real inward Gocd., 3. Now Men grow
«ccretly sccary of all thefe things, as of a Garment
that warms not, and Bread that ftrenpthens not ----
5. Now Mcen begin to queftion the Grownd € Warrant of
Ttings. 3. Now they hearken after Objefions, and
what may be cavill’.} agginft the Ways and Inflituti-
of GOD. 5. Now they are impos’d wpon by deceit-
Jul IVorkers, they greedity liften unto what may be
{aid for the Ways and Inflitations, Courfes & Cuftoms
of Men. . l\fmv they rake Offence at Perfons and
* 'Things, and fuffer their Spirits to be imbittered. 5.
“ Now being gé-en up by GOD, they fall quite off ;
€ Men gatber tlem, they are joined in with the Inftra-
¢ ments of Satan, and turn Undermincrs at leaft, if not
aﬁm Perfecurors. O take beed and watch againft all
thele Things. Enguire after all the frf Warpings
of your Hearts anci Spkits 3 Be not Ignorany of
© Saran’s Deviges. g
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