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SERMON XII.

MaTtTH. X. 34.

Lhink not that I am vome to send fieace on earth; I came not re
send pieace, but a sword.

WE may, without the smallest hesitation, con-
clude, that the words of the text cannot
possibly have that sicnification which, at the first view,
and as they here stand single and unconneccted, they
appear to have. It would be the extremitvy of weak-
ness to suppose, that he whose whole life and doctrine
breathed nothing but pcace and gentleness, and who
declared at another time, in the most positive terms,
that ¢ he came not to destroy men’s lives, but to save
¢ them *,” should here mean to denounce war and
desolation to the human species. And that, in fact,
this is not the real import of the words before us, will
be evident to any one who considers, with the least
degree of attention, the whole passage from, which
they were taken, and the occasion on which they were
spoken. It will be evident that they relate solely to
the first preachers of the Gospel, to whom our Lord
was then delivering their evangelical commission ; and
were intended to apprize them of the calamitics and
persecutions to which the execution of that commission
would infallibly cxpose them. ¢ They were sent forth
‘¢ as sheep among wolves ; they were to be delivered

‘¢ up to the councils, to be scourged in the synagogucs,
““ to be brought before governors and kings, to be

* T.uke 1x. 56,
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¢¢ hated of all men for Christ’s sake *:” a treatment
so totally opposite to that which their early prejudices
led them to cxpect under the Messiah, THE PRINCE
oF prack t, thatit was highly necessary to set them
right in this important point : and to forewarn them in
plain terms, that although the w/timate effect of Chris-
tianty would indeed be PEACE in its utmost extent,
aud in every sense of the word, yet that to those who
were charged with the first promulgation of the Gos-
pel, it would bring not peace, but a sword.

But whatever interpretation may be given to these
words, say the adversaries of our faith, they are eventu-
ally applicable to Christianity in their most obvious
meaning. The Gospel did in fact send a sword, and a
most destructive one, upon sarth. It has deluged the
world with blood. It has been the parent of as much
misery and devastation, as if it had been purposely in-
tended to harass and torment mankind, and has given
rise to more dissensions, wars, and massacres, than
any other single cause that can be named }.

This it must be owned, is a formidable charge.
But formidable as it is, and heightened, as it scldom
fails to be, with all the invidious colorings of false
rhetoric and false wit, we need not fear to meet 1t in its
full force. It will, T apprehend, be no difficult matter
to convince every dispassionate enquirer, that when it
1s examined more closely and minutely, when it is di-
vested of all the adventitious terrors with which it has
been so industriouslv surrounded, and when all the
abatements and deductions are made, which truth de-
mands and candor must admit, it will be reduced to
an objection of little or no 1mportance.

I. Whenever the crueities exercised by Christians
against unbelievers, or against each other, are men-

* Matth, x. 16—22. 4 Isaiah ix. 6.

t This argument is so great a favorite with all our philosophical sceptics,
that it is every day dressed up in some new form, and repeated incessantly
with an air of peculiar triumph and exultation. It is indeed in its very na-
ture calculated to strike more generally, and to make deeper 1mpressions,
than any abstract reasoning ; and has, I believe, in fact, ‘create:d stronger
prejudice against the Gospel, than all the other cavils of infidelity put to-
gether.  For ithese reasons it seemed to deserve particular consideration,

1
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tioned, it is generally insinuated at the same time,

that thev are not to be paralleled in any other rchmous
persuasion, and that it was Chustmmtg which first in.
troduced the detestable practice of persecuting on ac-
count of religion. But how unfair such representa-
tions are, the most superﬁual acqaintance with history

is sufficient to convince us. From the remotest ages
down to the present, men of almost every sect and
persuasion have treated these of contrary sentiments
with no small degree of bitterness and inhumanity, It
is vell known, that Jews, Pagans, and Muhometans,
have cach in their turn made usc of violence and cocr.
cion in matters of religion; and that the carly  Chris-
tians suffered the severcst persecutior from tie two for-
mer, long before they Legan to iudliict it on others.
"This indeed 1s no vindicaiton of those Ciristians that
had recourse to it nor is it intended as such,  Ne-
thm(‘ CVCr can vindicate or |l151u. thheni. Butat mayv
serve to show that others otizht 10 beor a large share of
that odium which is genc: dil\' thrown cv\lu‘n(ly cn

the disciples of Christ; and that it is not Chnstmmr\,,
but human nature, that is chargeable with the guilt of
persecution®. The truth @, rei igien, or tle pretence
of religion, has in almost i nges und il nations, been
one cause, among miyv aihers, of those numberless
dissensions and dicputes vhich have laid wasie the
specics : and althouy '1 it may be matter of surprize to
sone, and of indiginaic to ail, that whot was intended
for the pretection ana solace of mankind, should be

* Even Pagans have persecuted Pagans on the scere of religion, with the
wimes: bitterness and rincor. Beowdes the memcrable insiarce of Soa
crz.e~, and ihe several /udy or sacred wars ainong the Grecizn Staes, which
had sume mixtire of superstiiiou. zeal in them, we find thar in Fgipt the
warship of diterent deities produced the most inilacable hatred and
most saaguinary contesrs bee ween their respective voraries ; that in Persia
the diciples of ever: other religion except ‘Far of Zorcaiter were punished,
and 2linost exterminated., wit '1 the urroest cruclty ; a3d rhar in lacer times
the Lings of Siam and Pegu contended for the honer of possessing a certain
sacred relique, (of a nature too contemptible to he naried here) with as
much fury and obstinacy, asif the sarcty of their whele l\mgdun'*‘- and eve
ery thing “valuable to them, had been atstake.  See Futarch iz Sclon.  Thu-
c*d L. Sunenal Sat.xv.  Decline and Fol! of the tvman Emgire, vol. 1. p.
308. and Jickle's translation of the Lusiad of Catiosns, Introduct. p. 94. note.
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converted to their destruction, yet it may be accounted
for on the most common pr mblp‘f's of quman conduct,

‘The attachment of men to an_, p;u*ticuiur object, will
always increase according to the resl ov supposed value
of that objcct; and their zeal in defeading 1t from in-
jury or corruption, will rise in the same proportion.
Hence religion, which has ever been esteemed the most
mmportant of all human concerns, has for that very rea-
son given the keenest edge to human resentments, and
has wound up the passions of men to a degree of phren-
zy, to which no moive less weighty was capabie of
raising them.  Aad yvet, at the same time, if we com-
pare the dissensions and crueities cecasioned by civid
zeal, with those occasioned by religions zeal, we shall
find the latter to bear a much less proportion to the for-
mer than is geaerally imagined, and frequently insing.
ated*, By fur the greatest number of wars, as well as
the lonzest, most obstinate, most e:s;tcnsive, and most
sanguinary wars we know of have been owing to causes
/ww/v polizical, and those too somctimes of the most
triling nuture; and if we can allow men to harass
and destroy one another for a mere point of honor, or
a few acres of land, why should we think it strange to
sce them dv Imdnm with the same heat and blttprness,
what they concelve to be the most essential requisite to
happizcess, both here and hereafter ? 1f we will but con-
sider religion in that single point of view, which is the
only one that has any relation to this question, as an 0b-
ject which men have very much at beart : and will admit
the operation of the same passions and prejudices as are
excited by any other object that they have at heart, we
shall no longer be at a loss for the source of those mis-
chicfs that have been ascribed to it.

II. As the nature of the human mind furnishes a
very obvious reason for religious bigotry, and cruclty

« Political S:ciety, on a mederate calculation, has been the means of
murderm" several times the number of inhabitants now upon the earth.”
See that. a,dmlraule picce of i irony, A Vindication of Natural Sac;et*', by che
late Mr. Edmund Burke; in which the argument against Chnstxamty,
drawn from the mischiefs occasioned by religious bigotry and persecution,
is most ingeniously and completely overthrown.
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in general, so may we, from the peculiar circumstan-
ces and situation of the earlier Christians, account for
the origin of 7beir propensity to it in particular.

Excess ot happiness, or excess of misery, is fre-
quently observed to give a savage turn to the temper.
From the one, the mind is apt to contract a kind of
hardness, and from the other a wantonness, which ren-
der it equally insensible to the feelings of humanity.
It was from the agonies of a death-bed, amidst the
pains of a most loathsome disease, and the still more
insupportable torments of a wounded conscience, look-
ing back on a life full of iniquity, that Herod gave or-
ders for all the principal Jews to be massacred the mo-
ment he expired*. And it was, on the contrary, from
the midst of a luxurious and a voluptuous court, aboun-
ding with every thing that could minister to easc, mag-
nificence, and delight, that the scourge of the last cen-
tury, Louis the XI1Vth, gave orders for turning into a
desert, the country of a prince, whase only crime it was
to be his enemy . So similar are the effects which
flow from these two opposite extremes.

Both these extremes the Christian church experien-
ced, about the time we are speaking of, and, what was
still more trving, expericnced them in a very quick
succession. The members of that church, from be-
ing persecuted, tormented, afflicted, and treated as
the off-scourings of the earth, became on a sudden
the lords of it. Some, perhaps, may have fortitude
enough to support great misery, or, what is perhaps
no less difficult, extreme happiness, without any in-
jury to their tempers. But it is very few that can bear
a rapid transition from the one to the other, from indi-
gence, distress, and oppression, to ease, security, and
power. It was too much for the disciples even of the
meck and humble Jesus. One might have thought,

* Josephus. Antiq. 1 xvii. c. 6.
+ Voltaire, though a Frenchman, and of ccurce an admirer of Louis, yet
speais of +his barbuwrous devastution of the Palatnate i the ‘erms it de-
serves.  The natural and affccong picture e draws of that shecking sceney

mnust strike every heart with horror.  Essui sur " Histoire Goierale, tom. X
¢. 16.
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perhaps, that upon the civil es:.tablishment ?f their re-
ligion, the recent scnse of their own sufferings would
have taught them a lesson of mildness and moderation
towards others.  But it unhappily taught them the very
same lesson that it has generally taught to every other
people in the same circumstances, in all ages of the
world. For it 1s a fact too notorious to be denied, that
in most contentions for superiority, whether religious
or civil, the suffering party, when raised to power by a
reverse of fortune, has scarce ever failed to adopt that
inhumanity under which they so lately groaned; and it
is nct so much oppression that is crushed, as the op-
pr ssor that is changed. Every one will, upon this
occasion, recall to mind the well-known sanguinary
struggles for power between the two rival states of
Greece, and the still more sanguinary revolutions in
the latter periods of the Roman republic; where the
only contest seemed to be, which should exceed the
other in cruelty; and where the remembrance of for-
mer massacres was obliterated, not by acts of mercy
and forgiveness, but by massacres still more furicus
and unrelenting, by the almost entire annihilation of
the vanquished faction.

When, therefore, our adversaries say that the
Christians made no other use of the new.acquired as-
sistance of the civil arm, than to harass one another,
and oppress their encmics, what else do they say, than
that Christians were men ; that they only did what men
of all religions and denominations have commonly done
under the same circumstances and temptations ; and
that the spirit of the Gospel was lost in the corruption
of human nature¥*,

* We find that even Julian, the-philosopbic Julian, though not a Christian,
yet by some means or othcr became a most zealcus bigot and persecutor,
He was of opinion, it seems, that a Jrantic patient (that is a Christian)
might sometimes be cured by salutary <iolence He applied this remedy
himzelf with no small degree of alacrity and vige., and in some parts of
his dominions allowed his provincial ministers to exercise the most brutal
acts of cruelty towards the Christians with impunity, nay sometimes with
applause. He even added insult to oppression. He condescended to em-
ploy against the detested Gulileans (as he was pleased to call the Christians)
the acrimony of his imperial pen, and made them feel, not only the whole
weight of his sovercign power, but the uvimost severity of his ironical and






